S E R M O N
PREACHED IN THE\
PRESBYT ERIAN (’:HURGH.,
OF CHARLESTO\Y-

BEFORE THE

INCORPORATED GRAND LOD GL‘

OF
JUTH CAROLINA

ANCIENT YORK MASO\TS

AND THE BRLTHREN OF THAT FRATERNITY, ASSEMBLED 1IN

GENERAL COMMUNICAT}.UN, ON THE FESTIVAL OF SAINT

- JORN THE EVANGELIST, DECEMBER 27, I793.

By Ttue ReverenD GEORGE BUIST,
MINISTER OF THE PRESBYTERIAN: CHURCH
'~ OF CHARLESTON, AND -
CHAPLAIN TO THE GRAND LODGE.

PUBLISHED BY REQUEST OF THE BRETHREN,

CHARL E ST 0 N:
PrinTED 5y HARRISON axp BOW L N.

R Y )

M,DCC,YXCLV,

:'7‘?‘“}




’

0 I L
fIGHT WORSHIPTIUL AXND HONCURATLDLT
WILLIAM SMITH, Esq.
GRIND MASTER EILECT :
THE OTHER
GRAND OFFICERS AND MENMBERS

OF TIHE

INCORPORATED GRAND LODGE OF
SOUTH-CAROLINA, ANCIENT YORK
MASONS, AND I'TS MASONIC
JURISDICTION,

[1:1S SERMON IS WITH RESPECT AND BRO-
THERLY ESTEEM INSCRIBED BY

TIEIR AFFECTIONATI BROTHER,

AND HUBM: LE SERVANT,

GEORGE BUIST,



.....................

FEEF PSS EEELFE R R L LR F LS

In a general communication of Ancient Vork Mafons,
eld at their Grand Ledge Room in Charlefton,
or. 8t. Jobn the Evangeli¥’s Day, 1793,

A Motion was made and unanimoufly agreed to.

That a commitiee, confifting of the grand wardens
and grand fecretary, be appointed to wait on th;
grand cbaplain, to requsff a copy of bhis Sermon,
delivered on that day, to be publifbed for a chari-
table purpofe. | o

Extralt from the Minutes,
A. ALEXAN D_ER, ’G;ra_nd Secrefary.
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JOIIN, cuar. XV. ver, 1z,

This is my cemmandment, that YE 1L.OVE ONE

ANOTUER, as [ bave loved riu.

Tﬁf. reval law of love, which forms the
bafis of the Chriftian character, comprehends
two great branches, love to God, and love
to man. Ok thefe two commandments hang all
the laze and ihe prophets. The ol bligation of
the former is fo evident and powerful that
we mmnediately conclude him to be altogether
deftitute of underftanding and feeling, whole
heart is not warmed with gratitude and does
not glow wiih love to the Almighty Creator
and generous Benefattor of mankind. His
mivd refembles the barren defert where no
faiv flower has ever opened its blofloms to the

fun’s
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fun’s enlivening ravs. This, theretore, & 4

-~ firft and great commandnient cf our nature. B

!

the fecond is like unto it, and is of no lefs in-
difpenfable obligation ; being not only dedu-
cible from the love of Ged, but al{fo imprefl-
ed upon our minds by un inward feeling which
teaches us to look with an eye of benevolence
on the whole creation of God, but efpecially
on thofe whom he has beautified with his im-
age, and made partakers of the {orne nature with

. ourfelves.

L et e et g < 327
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But though the love of our neighbour is
part of the fyftem of nature, ‘and has entered
into every code of laws which has been pub-
Hﬂié‘ci_"to ihe world, it fhines forth with due
luftre in the gofpel alone. It is there reveal:
ed with fo much greater clearnefs than it had
been in former times; it is there accompan-
ted with fuch new and powerful motives, that
it is jultly ftiled a 72w commandment, as if
it had been unknown before, or were pecu-
liar to the religion of Jefus. I have found
no paffage of facred writ, wherein the precept
i more clearly exprefied than in the words of

the




¢ 7 )

the text: And there is nonc which ought to
makc a deeper impreflion on the mind, - if we
duly confider the affeting fituation in whts}r
it was delivered, or the generous motive eni-
ployed to inforce it’s obfervance.

Jesus and his fmall fociety of ﬁ'i‘endswere
now affembled in expetation of that fatil «-
vent which was to jfmite the fbepherd; and fo
featter -the fbeep.  For the: laft time, he was
now to addrefs them: His inftru@ions would
therefore be fuch as he deemed moft important
and ufeful ; and his’ hcalers would: liften to
them with that attcnubn and obey them with
that alacrnty, which are dne to the difcourle
and advice of a dying'man, -In-this mtereﬁmo'
fitu~tion, what language did he thd 0 his. af-
flicted followers 2 < This is ay ;omznandmen{
(f;ud he) “ my pecuhar gommandment about
¢ the opfervance of whlch JTam moﬁ anpxious,

6 —-My laft and dymg commandment, which
¢ therefore ought to fink deepeft into your
“he arts,—My moft i 1mportant commandment,
¢ which will be mgﬁ u[efpl to you when, by
“ my departure, you are left as fheep without

“a
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“a.fhepherd in the midft of wol=es—~—~THAT Y.

* LOVE ONE ANoTHER. This 1s the requeft of
““ one who loves you, & who is now about to give
“« th:moft convincing proof of his affection, even
“to lay down his life for you. I cannot fuppofe
* you fo ungrateful as to difregard my command-
“ ment, or {o infenfible to every generous fenti-
‘“ ment as to feel no emotion of love and regard
¢ for him whofe life has been dedicated to your
* fervice, and the good of mankind. But all the

c return [ require for this kindnefs, is #har ye
“ Jove another. Let the regard which you owe

“ to.me be transferred to your brethren; and
“ whatever affeGtion and kindnefs you fhew unto
% them, Iwill confider as done unto myfelf.”

“Anp is it pofible, O generous and difinter-
éfted Saviour! that thy commandments are ftil!
difregarded by thofe who bear thy naxie, and
thy blefled exampie produdive of fo little ef-
fe@? Is it poffible, while the wild beafts of
the defert delight to affociate with thofe of their
kind, while the monfters of prey withhold
their ravening jaws from their own fpecies,

that man fhould become the encmy of man,
fhould
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thould burn with refentment, malice and re.
venge againit his brother, and fhould go fotth
in hottile array to exterminate his race f-—Yes
truly fo it is. Though Nature teaches, and the
Gofpel commands us to deve dne amotbet, how
often do we fee this noble and expanding ptin-
ciple confined and fettered by the marrow and
contraled one of felf Jove ? .Even whete men
break not out into open violence and difcord,
how little brotherly love or fincere good will
“adtuates their condudt! What is modern polite:
nefs, but felfilhnefs in difguife? What is mio-
dern honour; but a refined fpecies of revenge?
What avail thofe phrafes of compliment which
cuftom has fan@ioned, but to eloke the inward

~ malevolence, or at leaft mdnﬁercncc of the
heart?

- In fuch a fituation of thmgs, when there is
fo little Jove witbout diffimulatien, it is not an
unneceflary, however commicn atterpit:t6°W¥/nf

trate the naturé, and inforce ~tbe cuimatian df
this divine principle.

L Twue lve of our nei ghbour is that princi-
ple of out nature which leads us to with well to
all
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all mansind, and to do good to as many as

are within cur . wmn. it 1s therefore an in-
ward feel‘ﬂa,-and nr an outward at; a dif-

~ pofition of é;:;:,, @m“ ﬁ@t a qualification of con.

dudt. e 1% ma., ?,,L e avET 7, an ufelefs and nac-
tive prmcmia S {aﬁ coatrary, it is the foun-
dgtien of a- x% ez character, and is, in truth,
1he fgﬂi et r,zf *i#~Jaw. For where it exifts

in full .@m‘ = iwes a complete difcharge

of all the _Sociu;; ~Juties.  To this principle,
however diverfified by circumftances and fiio-
ation, every fpecies of altive virtue may be
traced. Where it meets with fuffering and
diftrels, it fhines forth in the exercife of com-
paffion. Where it meets with poverty and
want, ‘it appears in works of charity and mer-
cy. Wkhen it is called to judge of the altions
of others, it decides with candour and imparti-
ality. Incafes of infult and injury, love be-
comes meeknefs and leads to the forgivenefs
of wrongs. Where difcord and divifions pre-
vail, love cultivates a quiet and peaceable be-
haviour. When our friends are interefted, it
petforms, with alacrity, the kind offices of

| =i~ 1fhip.
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friendthip. 'When our country 1s in danger, i
fhines forth under the name of patriotifm and
public tpirit. To fupcriors, it fhews refpedt ;
to equals, kindnefs and =,&ion 5 to inferiors,
gentlenefs and condefce:1on.

In like manner, 1t s an cffe®:al barrier
agiinft the commiffion of fin. 1f Wefﬁncez'e_-:
iv love one another, we can be guilty of no
manner of injuftice,” tr love worketh no ill
1o bis neighbour. In that breaft where dwells
brotherly love, envv can find no place, for
charity envieth net. Love 1s an eﬁem}‘ to
all ‘pride and vain-glory, for charity wan:teth
ot tg/?f(ﬂ is not pufled up, and doth nst bchave
1{/‘é{f unfeemly. It ftops the mouths of the
cenforious, for love thinkteth no evil and cover-
eth all fins. Tt deftroys cvery fpark of covet-
oufnels, for love fecketh not ber own. In thort
be that loveth another hath fulfilled ithe law.
For this, Thou fhalt not commit adultery, Thou
Shalt not kill, Thou fbalt not fleal, Theu fhalt
not bear falfe witnefs, Thou fhalt not coety and
if there be w.ny sther commandment, it is bricfly

comarehended

}
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eomprebended in £bis faying, mamely, Thou fbait
love thy meishFsur as thyfelf.

Hiruerto we have fpoken only of the
principle itfelf and the mode of its operation ;
let us now enquire into its obje&t. I am to love
my neighbour—but who is my neighbour ?
This queftion was formerly propofed to .our
Lord, by one who imsgined that no body
was his neighbour but one of the fame faith
and country with himfelf. Our Lord’s reply,
which is contained in one of the moft beau-
tiful and affeGting hiftories recorded in any
language, plainly fhews the fallacy of this idea,
gives energy to the voice of nature which vi-
cious cuftoms and prejudices had fo long
filenced, and teacnes us that cur love ought
not to be confined to our friends and fellow-
citizens, from whom we may expe& fome re-
turn, but fhould embrace. within its ample
“range, the whole human race, however diver-
fified by nation or colour, government or reli-
gion, party or fe& The odious diftin&ions of
nations, countries and religions are abolifhed
by the univerfal religion of Chriftianity.— few

' and
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and Gentile, Ureck and Barbarian, Roman and
Scythian, bond and iree, are ail one in Chrift-
Jefus.  According to the doctriiics of his reli-
gion, all men are brethren and friends. Lven
our encmies are not the proper objets of our
hatred : as men and as Chriitians we ought
to love them. For all who bear the name of
Chrift have the fame common faith, are azi:
mated by the fame fpirit, fupported by the
fame hope, heirs of the fameé promifes, fellow-
citizens of the fame country, and travellers in
the fame journey which, they expeét, will at
lat condu@ them to the fame blefled abodes
where no difcord enters. The liberal and
comprehenfive fyitem of the gofpel, thus plain-
ly inculcates the dodtrine of wriverfal love to

mankind.

Tue laft queftion necefliry to be folved on
this fubje&, is, what degree of love ought we
to have for our neighbors ¢ The facred rule
15, Thou fhalt live thy neighbour as thy-felf
which, I fuppofe, is of the fame import wi'h
this other commandment, Whatfoever ye would
toat men [oould do unto you, do ve alfo unte

D nem.
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them.—Let us, in imagination, for a moment
diveit ourfelves of our own perfons, lay our
{elf-love and prejudices afide, place ourfelves
in the fituation, and afflume the perfon and |
charalter of our neighbour, and whatever
love we would in that cafe fhew to ourfelves,
fuch love. ought we in all cafes to have for
cne another.

II. I Now proceed to recommend the cul-
tivation of this divine principle. Here I pur-
polely avoid fpeaking of the mutual wants
and dependence of men, and of the change-
able and uncertain nature of human affairs.
Such arguments can have no weight but with
the felfith and interefted; and to me it ap-
pears highly improbable that, by -ftrengthen-
ing your love for yourfelves, I fhall encourage
the love of your neighbour. 1 wifh therefcre
that you would love one another from nore
liberal and generoys motives—becaule jt
is fupported by fuch bright examples—be- ~
caufe it is the law both of your fature, and
of your religion—becaufe it contributes fo
much to the happinefs of fociety, and to the

perfeCtion of the huisan charater.
' To

- .
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- Ta leve one another 1s to refemble God,
whofe image it is our greateft excellence, and
fhould be our higheft ambition to zr:ain.  God
is love ; and be that dwelleth in love, duwelleth

in God, and God in bim. Such a man poflei-

fes within his breaft a fpark of that celeftial
flame which exifts in the Divine Nature. He
thereby indicates that he is a fon ¢f God, and
imitates hig merciful Father in heaven. On
the contrary, be who loveth not, knoweth not
God, ncither dwellet/? the love of God in him ;
Jor ke that loveth nm‘ his brother whom he
hath feen, bhow can be love God, whom ke
bati: not feen ? Darknefs is not more oppo-
fite ta light, nor deformity to beauty, than cru-
elty, malevolenge and oppreflion to the charac-
ter of the Svpieme Being, And can we imi-
tate a more porfet pattern than God, who is
the fource of all perfetion? can any thing
be more noblc, or more worthy of our attention
_than tiuat which tends to affimilate us to Him,
who 1is the_ origin of every thing that is good,
amiable af'd excellent in human nature ? Be
ye therefore followers of God, and walk in
love.

Burt
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o Ui iove of our neighbour is recom-
mended by another example, better adapted to
our imitation, becaufe it was exhibited in hu-
man form, by onc like ourfclves, even Jefus our
Mafter, who left us an example that we fhould
Sllow bis feeps. "The fuperiority of example
to- precept has been felt and acknowledged in
every age. While the cold maxims of ab-
itract reafcning addrefs only the waderffanding,
the hiftory of ‘a good and virtuous character
forms a living picture of the beauty of holinefs,
and fails not to interelt the heart. In vain
would we look for a more perfe@ exam-
ple of every virtue, but efpecially of love to
man, than the charafter of Jefus prefents.
it was his love and compaflion for the human
race, which prompted him to leave the celeftial
manfions, and to {fojourn upon earth. The
fame principle actuated every part of his con-
duc ; for he went about continually doing good.
Nothing could extinguifh that divine flame
which glbwed in his breaft. Though expofed
to the moft fhocking ingratitude, and to every
fpecies of infult and injury, yet did his love to

mal
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yan continue unabated. - At izt 1o crown ali
his generous exertions for tie good of man-
kind, he di¢d in their ficad @ <i:d gresier bwe
bath no man than this, that a ni; lay down his
life for bis friecnds.  When his followers for-
fook bhim and fled; when malice was dxre&mg
all her fhafts agamﬂ: him ; when cruclty affailed
him in the moft terrible forms ; when _;z_z/fzce
refufed to liften to his cry ; when ity feemed
to have fled from the fociety of :n;,en,-.--even
then his countenance beamed with love and
‘compaflion to_ the human race; even then
meeknefs and patience, the conftant compan-
ions of his forrows, did not defert him, but
ditated his laft words, which breathed no fpirit
of malevolence, which contained no harth |
 threatening, which indicated no purpofe of re-
venge, but were a prayer for his enemies and
perfecutors—Father ! forgive them, for they
know not what they do.

My brethren, to love one another is the law
of your nature. Man cannot exift but in foci-
ety; and fociety cannot exift without lwe.
Thofe who affert that men are led to affoci-

L ate
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ate with onrc another from a principle of frar

‘and not of leve, appear to overlook this plain

truth, that by coming together we would ex-
pole ourfelves to danger; and certainly we will
never affociate with thofe of whom we are a-
fraid. That there is a benevolent prfnci‘plc in
the heart o man, is obvious from an appeal
to fa@.  All the fophiftry in the werld can

‘never deftroy the evidence of confcious feeling.

He who fays that I love my neigﬁbour from the
pleafure of doing fe, and from the profpe&t of
return, might as well tell me that I eat and
drink, not to preferve my own life, but for the
fake of others, who will be ultimate gainers,
On fome occafions, it muft be confefled, if we
examine the ftate of our hearts, -and our dif-
pofitions towards thofe with whom we affoci-
ate, the exiftence of this principle is not fo eafi-
ly difcovered. Where our own intereft is near-
ly concerned, felf-love, with her black train of
envyings, jealoufies, and rivalfbips, too often
prevails over brotherly affe®ion. But remove
the piCture to a proper diftance, and then felf-
love, retiring to the back ground, leaves the

principal
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principal place in the piece to benevcicnee

Who ever read the niftory of a CCRErous and

benevolent aftion, without apprcbation? Who.

ever heard of a hero nobly facrificing his life -

for his friends and his country, & did not envy

his happinefs and glory? Who ever traced the

eps of a Howard or a2 Hanway, whofe heads
were conflantly devifing, and whofe hearts
were mccﬂ'antly prompting them to cuccute
{chemes for the good of ma’nkiﬁd,——a,nd caid
not applaud their exertions in the caule of hu-
man natare, did not glow with admiration
of their virtuc, did not enter into their fccl-
ings, and fuppofe himfelf a&ing with them the
gencrous and benevolent part ? The genuine
and unbiafled language of nature mll be

PRI e e

L

found to differ in nothing frorn the words of |

our Saviour : This is my commana'ment, THAT
YF LOVE ONE ANOTHER. - To cultivate this
principle, therefore, we have no need to force

our inclinations, but only to give them free-
fcope. Benevolence is 2 native plant of the

human mind; and, if the weeds of wickc
and felfith paflions are removed, it will infalli-

bly fpring up and flouriih.
My

o ——— o an
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My brethren, fo Ipve onz another is the law
of vour religion. Every fyltem, whether of
government or religion, has fome prevailing
principle which pervades the whole, and gives
life and animation to 2ll its parts.  Thus
fear has been faid to be the principle of def-
potifm, bonaur of monarchy, and wirtwe, (or
public fpirit) of arepublic. The flighteft z:-
tention to the Chriftian fyftem wmuft convince
us that it’s ruling principle 1s /sve. From love
the whole fcheme criginated; the manner of
it’s accomplifhiment difplays the moft wonder-
ful and unequalicd love ; the ftate of happinefs
to which it leads, is defcribed as a ftate of per-
fe&t harmony and love; love is commanded as
the ruling principle, and reprefented as the
characteriftic feature of all it’s difciples. To
love one another, to live at peace with all men,
to be daily empioyed in a&s of goodnels, to be
flow to wrath, to forgive the wrongs of the
injurious, to cultivate meeknefs, gentlenefs and
kindnefs, are the conftant precepts of that char-
itable religion which proceeded from the God
of love, and was proclaimed by the Saviour of -
men :
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men: That religion whofe benicn influsnces
have difp2lled the iraorsuce and barbarity
waich had hitherto overfproad the greateft pari
of the earth, enlightenad and civilized the hu-
man mind, foftened and i:fiaed the manners
of {fociety, reftrained the ravages and cruel-
ties of war, promoted peace on earth and good
will among men, mitigated the feverity of pun-
ithment, and taught us to confider all men as
the children of one univerfsl parent who is
good unto all, and whofc tender mercies are
over all his works.

Last of all, we ought to love one ano-
ther, if we confider how much this principle
contrihutes to the happinels ot {ociety and the
perfection of human nature. It is not the man
of great talents, but the man of a good heart,
who is moft ufetul to his fcllow-creatures. To
do alts of public and cxteafive utility, to
{catter plenty over a land, to raife a fallen or
fupport a finking ftate, are indeed noble exer-
tions, and call forth the admiration and gra-
ttud: of mankind, But they are the lot of

only |




enly a few men in an age or nation.  Whereas
the fituation cf no man prevents him from
cultivating a benevolent hLeart: there is not a .
day nor hour of cur lives wherein we may not
wifh well and do good to our neighbour. In-
deed, did this principle univerfally prevail, the
labeurs of the legiflator, of the hero and of the
patriot would be, in a great meafure, urneccel-
fary.  Were men actuaied by truce brotherly
love, they would refpet ihe rights of their
neighbour, without the injunétions of law, or
the fear of punithment. Wars and rumours of
war would be heard no more ; the animofities,
difcords and debates which agitate private foci-
ety, would inftantly give place to peace and me-
tval good-wiill. Then, and not tll then, may
we expelt the fulfilment of thofe happy predic-
ticns that the wolf and the lamb fFali lic down
fogetbery, and a little cLild [ball lcad them.
‘Vhen the wilderness and the folitary place would
be glad, the defert would rejoice and bloflom as
the refe.  Then they would not hurt ner def
troy in all the holy mountain of the Lerd.  And
(el we concetve greater perfection in human

| nature ?
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nature ! Belold bow pleafuint and Lszwo comely
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity !
At is as the dew of Hermon, as the dcw that
defcended on the mountains of Zion. Indeed we
cannot form a more exalted idea of the happinefs
of the higher manfions, where every thing, like

the calm and untroubled ocean, reflets the fe-
renity of God’s countenance—where the angers,
quarrels, diffentions and ftorms which render
this fea of lite fo troublefome and tempeftuous,
are all blown over, and where the reign of -
univerfal peace, harmony and love has begun,
never to terminite.

THUs, my breth.en, I have endeavoured
fhortly to illuitrate and recommend the love of
“your neighbour, on a day facred to the memo-
1y of that beloved Difciple, whofe writings
breathe fo much of that fpirit of love whick his
intimacy and friendfhip with his mafter muft
have infpired—a day rendered ftill more me-
morable by being the anniverfary of a fociety
whofc fundamental principle is brotherly Ilsve,
thining forth in the {air fruits of peace and har-

Moy,
<
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wonv, chaity and good works. A fociety the
moft Liceral in its plan, the moft benevolent in
its intention, and the mot mnoenfive in its con-
du&, that ever was inditated in the world—A
fociety which encourages and obferves the moft
profound refpedt for the Juprems Being, the
great Archite& of Nature.—A fociety which
embraces the whole human race, confiders all
mankind as one bleffled family of brethren,
and unites men of all ranks and conditions, of
all ‘parties and feds, of all nation and reli-
gions.—A fociety which inculcates rettitude
and moderation of conduét by the moft fig-
nificant emblems.—A fociety from whofe meet-
ings all flrife and debate, all riot and intempe-
rance are, by the laws of its inftitution, exclu-
ded.—A {ociety whofe ears have been ever
open to the cry of the indigent and needy,—
A fociety which, if it did not ftand fecur= in
its own 1ntrinfic excellence, might well claim
remedt from its high antiquity and the nume-
rous catalogue of great and fhining names of
which it can boaft.—A fociety which has excit-
ed, or can cucite the indignation of none but

the
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the fufricicus defpot, or the blaad-thulty inquis

ﬁt&:’ i.

Tue great objelion wwinch ks been fo ofs
tcn made to our inftitetion, is the fecrecy of
our proceedings; that we have laws which are
not to be divulged, and meectings removed from
the cye of the inguifitive.  Such an objeltion
may excite fear in the breaft of the tyront,
whofe throne totters under him, and whofe
feeble arm is unable to wield the {ceptre which
he holds; but fcarcely deferves attention in 2
land of freedo.n where no man has an inquifi-
torial power over the private opinions and con-
du&t of another. By their altions all men
ought to be judged ; and to thefe, the membess
of this foociety nced not be afraid to appeal.
For it has been proved by univerfal experi-
ence, that our mectings have never once been
proftituted to purpofes hurtful to fociety ; and
that, while every other human inftitution has
degenerated, this alone has preferved it’s orig-
inal purity and exemption from every thing not
calculated for the good of mankind. . Societies

inftituted
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inftituted for the laudable purpofe of promiot-
ing knowledge and literature, torfaking the
peaceful walks of {cierive, have become the
tools of a party, and given the fantion of
thewr authority to the varying doltrines of the
>da‘y. Even religion itfelf has becn made the
engine of defpotifm, or yielded to the fury of
popular commotion : and the pulpit has at one
time refounded with the maxims of non-refif-
tance, and at another with incentives to infur-
reCtion. But Free-Ma/onry has ever kept it-
{elf pure from the blaod of all men. In no age
or nation have the affemblics of the Brother-
hood become the feats of fedition, or the {cencs
of intrigue. In their meetings no dark cabals
are formed againft the conftituted authorities 3
no fecret fhatt is aimed at the reputation of the
innocent ; no foul crime is ccmmitted which
thuns the examination of the light. Like eve-
ry other fociety, we have fecrets and figns of
diftin&ion, which, upon application, may be
made known to the duly qualified ; but thefe
regard only ourfelves. As far as the world is
concerned, our grand fecret is—LovE :—Love,

the
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the cement of fociety and the balm of life ;—
Love, that adamaitine chain which reaches {rcm
heaven to earth and binds the univerfe together

A X

—Love, eternal as God himfclf, witheut begin-
ning and without end. In fhort, our funda-
mental principles differ in nothing from thofe |
cf our holy relivion. So much indeed are they
the fame, that he who is a gocd [ree flasn
will not be a bad Chriftian.

Arter bellowing this due tribute of praife
on what I conceive to be the beft of all hu-
man inflitutions, it is ratural for mec io exhor:
fuch of the brethren as zre prelent, to, :’:‘.E&;
worthy of their profeflion. Lez nor your good:
be euvil fpoken ¢f ; but be an exampic to
others, and fhew to the world, by your condu(t,
that you bclong to a fociety which is inno-
cent and virtucus—Herchy fhall all mex bnsww
that yc are FREE MASCNS, if ye love one a-
uother. ‘1his is a furer teft of your initiaticn
into the {ublime mylteries of your art, than
any fign or fecret whatever. Let all bitlcr-
nefs and wratk, and enger, and clamour, and

Ei’i/:,cﬁa‘c;’/{?;:/?kg




( 28 )

eviipraling be put away far from you—And
be vo Rindly affectionsd one towards ancther. in
. / >

brotferly love preferring one another.

Asove ail, let your meetings be condulted
with that harmony, peace and good order,
which brotherly love ought to produce, with-
out which fociety is not worth enjoying, and
without which it were better 1o dwell in the
wildcricfs, or on the borfe top. No ftrife, or
debate ought ever to be heard among you.
You do not aflemble to difplay your talents,
ot, in dire conflit, to brandith the weapons
of political difputation, but as brethren and
friends, to enjoy focial converfation, and to
promote one another’s happincis.

PerMIT me to conclude this difcourfe with
cbicrving, to the honour of your inftitution,
that on this grand Feftival you pioufly join trer:-
biing with your mirth ; that, within thefe fac-
rcd walls dedicated to the Gop of Heaven,
you engage in his fervice, and acknowledge
your dependence on him, before you proceed

to
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© partake of his bounty. Let thie fame prif
ciple of rclizion atuate the whole of your
proceedings on this day, and teach you the
wildom of temperaace, fobriety aad modera-
tiou. Under tidefe hmitations, T know no
principle in the order to whic:: ycu belong,
or in the religion which you profefs, pro-
‘nibiting an indulgence in the innocent and
lawful enjoyments of life. To every onc who
alts up to the true principles of Free Ma-
fonrv, I may addrels myifeli in the words of
the Preacher, Go thy way, eat thy bread <wiih
goy, and drink thy wine with a merry heari ;
Sfor Ged acccpteth thy works.  And, with re.
gard to every one of us, may he fo accept
our wark of jfaith and labour of love, that,
vhen this earthly tabernacle is diffolved, we
mav find a place in that eternal bowfe, which
the great Archite¢t of Nature has framed,
and mto which every truc FREE aAsoN, and
every gosd and «wirtusus men will be admitted, |
with this jeyiul welcome, Hel! done gosd and
Jaithful fervant, enter thex ints toc jay of 1hy

Lord,
b\T sYre

- e
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Now 0 GOD THE FATHER, Sox AND

HoLy GHosT, BE PRAISE, HONOUR,
AND GLORY, FCR EVER AND EVER.

4 i E N!
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