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T is written in the Prophets, and they fhall be all taught
of God. Feobn 6. 45.
For God, who commaaded the Light to (hine out of D. rknefd,
hath fhined in our Hearts, to give the Lightof the Knowiegs
of the Gio y of G..d, in the Face o Jelus Chrilt. 2 Cor. 4. 67

— BT d art thou Simen Ba ir jona 2 For Fleth and Blood hath

pot revealed it unto thee; but my Father, Mat. 16,.37.
~—ilappy xs .that Pcop ¢, whofe God is the Eord.
P 144. 1§
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To the R EADER.

JMmediately after the follrwing Sermen was preached, I was de-
Jfired to permit its Publication by the Prefs, which Ithen refufed.
Some Time fince the Rev. Mr. Potter, (in whofe Pulpit it was deli-
ver'd) wrote me repeatedly, 2hat it's Publication was folicited by
many Hearers ; in compliance with their requefl, as fon as the
many other Demands upon my Time weuld allow, 1 have tranfcribed
it for the Prels.  The Sermon was wrate at large, but defiver'd
me'momc(r.--Wbctber there is the leaff Variaticn frem what was
deliver'd, and now appears, let them judge wh heard.—They who
are apt to imagine that Treatifes of this Kind, have in them a
Tinclure of Eothpfio{m, do well to confider, that 'tis cne Branch ¢
Man’s Mifery—naturally he has nct Light enough to difcern bis
own Darknefs : And therefire, when the abfilute Necfhity of divine
dlluminatisn is urged upon kim, as e * alunated frem the Life of
¢ God, through the Ignorance that is in Lim,’ he is prome to retert
am I blind alfo ?———The Sermon comes abread in that ﬂ&in Man:
ner of Jddnf:, and with that particular apphcatizn, with which it
awas delivered :—F.r which, I am nit difpofed to apilrgize ; the I
have much occaficn to, cn accuunt of s dificiencics ; as bing very
Jenfible, that ’tis in nc due meafure labour’d and fiaifh’d, in ccm-
parifin with its inverefling and important contents. However, 1
da.uét.‘nct, but ferisus pesple witl lock upon the truths contained in it
of 'umwrfal csncernment, of eternal cinfequence, and infallibic .
Zamty. )

That Ged, the Father of Lights, and Fatiwer of Mercies, weuld be
Dleafed, for the divize Midwtcr's fuke to accempary thefe trutks
agith the energetical irfiunces of the Hely Sfivit, difpel all durs (/3
Sfrom the mind and feart of the reacer, pive him a fpiriz'ual tx}?a ie
mental é?nd praciical bicwlege of his glery in the Pcifon o}” Lhriff
and an interef jn that immenfe and immertal goed and Haﬂcdmﬁ’
cwhich is infeparably couneéled therewith, is the unfrigned prayer cj
His fervant in Chrifl Jefus,

cer
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A {piritual K nowlege of God in Chrift,
comprehenﬁvc of all Good and Blef-
{ednefs.
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JOB XXIL xxi

| Acquaint now thyfelf with bim, and be at peace ;

thereby good [ball come unto tbee,

§ the Lord liveth, and as the fou! liveth,
| and muft forever live, let him ¢h=t hath
i an ear to hear, know and be affured, that
" true holinefs, and thereby real happincfs com-
menc'd for the prefent, immen{e znd
felicity for the future, have an infeparable con-

nefion, with a fupernatural knowlege of. the
living and true, the glorious and cteragiB6d,
Iverily perfuade my -
gent perfon, who will not readily acknowledge,
that there is within them, an undying part, an

L) "

immortal foul of fuch vaft defires and boundlefs

wants, that no created good in all the univerfe,
,nothing thort of internal giory, communicated

| and afford fubw
| tantial bleffednefs for both worlds. This af~

- fented to, L expedt the moft {olemn attention to
the

immortal

{olf, that there is no intelli-

Jehovah's upcreated incxhauftible fulnefs:
- Acan exclude all poflible want,

|
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the meflage I have now to deliver,in the name of good counfel given, this the duty to be urged

the great I AM.

upon a//, efpecially upon fuch as

are eﬂraiagcd |

Are you then folicitous to obtain the knowlege from God, and enemies to him. Thofe who
‘.’f .d"ty “,"d happinefs ? attend to the words of inveftigate the original word, expreflive of the
Eiipbaz inour text, ¢ Acquaint now thy(=)f with a& or duty called for, have their ufual critici{ms

¢ him, and be at peace : thereby goed fhall come
Heindeed milaak a: to Fob's ate, !

¢ unto thee.’
as did his other friends; he concludea ficm the
extracrdinary fufferings ¥ué was under, that un-
cormmron guilt was upon him. But in the {up-
‘pofed-cale, the matter of his colinfe] was excel-
Jent, nothing could be bettey faid, or more to the
purpofe. He hath given miniftérs of the gofpel
a ncble precedent and example hoew to addrefs
and deal withi fifiners eflrunped from God. Wes
muft threaten and cxhorq,, p}ti‘wmk and pro‘po(cf
the promifes of peaceand hleflednels : We muft
fpeak to them from moont Sinai, by the terrors
of the law ; and frem mount Son bry the ¢ncoy--
ragements of the gofpel ; fet-Lefoce them life and’
death, good and evil, the blcfling and the curfg,
and. promife them the gic'-.:tcft gcdd, upon com-
plyivg with their alfolute duty.  Supreme au-
thority may awe, feors of wrath drive, and hopes
of wercy draw, and each contritute to hailen
the fouls return to God tarough Chrift,

The former part of our mxt contains. a propo- |
fition concerning duty ; ¢ Acquatnt now thyelf,”
&c. the later, a propofition of merey, or a co=

praus all-compréhenfive prowmifc, ¢ thér-,cby gaod
¢ (hatl come to ] i
Cticrve we {irth, the nood- counfcl gjivq;,_* g

* Acquaint now thyfelf with God.’ I'his the'

. ’
tee,

o e A g B A N G s A7 AN AT T L€ T et

‘modate thyfelf to him.

and various readings. Acquiefce in God ; joia
thyfclf to him ; retorn into his favour ; accom-
One of the Rabbins
tranflates the text thus, ¢ profit with God ;’ our
tranflatron renders it well, ¢acquaint thyfelf
« with him :* Be not a ftranger to Ged ; but get
a fpiritual knowlege of him; fix your affeCicns
upon him ; join yuurfelf to him in a covenantof
friend¢hip, and keep up a conftant correfpondence
with him. This a&, acquaint, with relation to
(God as the terminating ohjeét, {uppofes a moral
feparatiorr and judicial diftance between God
and finful man : a return to God and union with
him throagh Chrift by faith. And implies 2
fpiritual fupernatural knowlege of God ; searnefs
of accefs to him ; holy familiar converfe Wwith
him ; mutual communicatiops between God and’
us ; a delightful complacency in; and a fupreme
affeltion toward him. We may here obferve,
That man by nature is a ftranger to God, and’
that every act .of fin increafes eftrangemént from
hiin : That a pious perfon, walking with God,
is one of his acquaintance and familiars : And
that it is the great duty and important intereft
of all, to become acquainted with the Lord Je-~
hovah.

~“Another branch of the good counfel is, ¢ be

“at 'pca.cc.’ ‘This may be taken as an effedt of -

acquain»-
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Rcquaintance. Peace fhall be
quaintance with God.
ufe the term,

body, the fuccefs of al]

An heavenly calm,
and all the folid comfort of a quiet fubmiffion ¢

the -hanfl of (}od, {hall be thine, upod acqu:in?
tance with him. Or.this claufe may be taken

rather as a duty, and not fo properly as & pro-
mife. Bereconciled to God, do not Carrv on an

to thee, upon ac-
Peace, as the Hodrews
comprehends all good : Health of -

efs affairs, welfare of mind,
or foul prefperity in a theological and divine fenfe.

a {weet compofure of mind,

unholy war with him ; but yield entire fubmiffion

of {pirit to him. Here is

that of Paul/,—¢ We pray you in Chrift’s ftead
* be ye reconciled to God.”” See to it, that this
acquaintance and reconciliation be fpecdy. Now
wi‘hout interpofing dclay, ’
fate : ¢ Agice quickly ‘with thine adverfary.’
Hence it may be natural to obferve, That we
ought.to be quict and fubmiffive under the dif-
pcpfauons of God, and that we fhal] be fo, upon
being duly acquainted with him, That we can
ha.v:s No true peace, nor real happinefs, *till we
fpiritually know God. That fuch as are eftran-

ged fro.m God, and enemical to him, muft be
fpeedy in contra&ting acquaintance, and making
their peace with him. |

We may fecondly obferve, the promife and
good encouragement which Elipbaz gives ;
¢ thereby good (hall come unto thee.” All hap:
pinefs accompanies and flows from acquaintance
with God, and reconciliation to him - It fhail

come, infallibly come, thereupon to thee, who-

v

gofpel language, like
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now befure it be too .

)
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#
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foever thou art. It 1auft needs be fo, in theé
nature of things, and by a divine conftitution.
The learned tell us of profitable, honourable and
pleafant good; our text fully and eminentiy com-
prehends them all.  All the goud we can de-
fire, temporal, {piritual and etcrnal, (hall be ours,

~upon acquaintance with the all-futficient God.
- H: wili come unto us, take us into covenant and

communion with himfelf, and bring all good
with him, as all gord is originally and infinitely
in him. The dews of grace, the thowers of the
Spirit, wili tall into our botom, fpiritual peace,

~ ftrength and comfort unutterable, will flow into

our fru's with a divine freedom, flow perpetaally
as a river doth, which is fed by a conftant {pring,
when we truly know God in Chrift, Thust

words ofyour text in their conrexion, intimate:
that what Gnd commands, he al(o cosamends :
that which by abfclute authority he enjoias, by
infinite goodne(s he propoles, as Q\Qfg? gainful
for us : that fo far forth as we are eltranged fromh
God and irreconciled to him, {o remote are we
frcm real good, and true happinefs. Nearnefs
to God, (in a moral point of view,) is the foun-
dation of our Uleflednefs. Or, knowlege of,
conformity.to, and communion with God, is
comprehenfive of all folid good and felicity.
Therefore acquaintance with the glorious God
is moft profitable, immenfely painful | There
never was any one of the human race a loofer by
acquaintance with God. Countlels thaufands

are, and will be everlafting gainers thereby. "!I
‘ B
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I fhall fingle out the following obfervation,

for the fubje@ matter of prefent meditation.

mo
gave being

(11 ) |
t wife in counfel, and powcrful in operaticii
to, and governs the world. There are

Ossr ~ : . ‘ .
> :CVAT.IONo There is a knowlege of, and not only vifible teftimonies of the being of God
quaintance with the glorious God, verily and his glory, but there is alfo an internal witnels

moft gainful, as com
bleffednels.

" In the profecution of this obfervation, T fhall,
I. Give you a defcription of that knowlege of,
and acquaintance with the glorious God,

which is fo very gainful.
II. Illuftrate and confirm the obfervation.

1I1. Make improvement, as your time will allow.

I. Then, I am to give you a defcription of

that knowlege of, and acquaintance with God,

which includes the comprehenfive gatn
good and bleflfednefs. d gain of all

God. Knowlege by the book and light of na-
ture and confcience. God hath plafccd'many cha-
raflers qf his divine excellencies upon his works
of creation and providence. ¢ The heavens de-
¢ clare the glory of God : And the firmamcot
¢ theweth his handy works.” -+ His glory twin-
kles in the ftars, re-beams from the moon, and
blazeth in the {un. | ’
the works of crecation demonftrate the erernal/
power and God- head, of him by whom they were

created. * There are fuch traces of the diviae

perfections, by creation and providence, as clearly

difcover that a fovereign Spirit, rich in goodnef(s,
moft

famnd2 Coro 2. 14 02 Cor 2. 14

el o191, * Rom 1. 10, 20,

prehenfive of all good and by natural confcience ; which .
an innocent perfon, and latheth the guilty : ma=
king fenfible of the {upream Judge to whofe tri-

bunal he is fubject. . :
confidered, is not the knowlege of God 1n Chrift,

" and therefore not moft gainful.
trinal and fpeculative knowlege of God, by the

light of divine revelation.

There is a rational and natural knowlege of

The apoftle plainly affirins,

gives fupport to

But fuch knowlege, fimply

There 15 a doc-

By the light and let-
ter of law and gofpel, and chriftian education,
we have fuper-added advantage 10 obtain the
knowlege of God, both that He s, and what He
is. This we call a notional and {peculative
knowlege, or ¢ the form of knowlege and of the
¢ truth. 1 Keeping upa diftin&ion between fuch
knowlege, and that which is fpiritual and expes
rimental, called the favour of knowlege. * «Tis
evident from the whole tenor of the gofpel, that
multitudes who live under the clear light of it,
remain blind to all its peculiar glories, never
have any faving bencfit by it ; but are finally loft,
eternally loft. For, ¢ if our gofpel be hid, it 1s
¢ hid to them that are loft, in whom the God of
¢ this world hath blinded the minds of them that
¢ believe not, left the light of the glorious gofpel
¢ of Chrift, who is the image of God, thould
¢ fhine unto them.” - |

Therz is moreover, a knowlege of God by the
common illumination of the Divine Spirit. A-

| wakened

t 2 Cor 4. 3.



wakened fi 2
encd finrners by the common influences of the

?plmt,“haw. a vlearer view and 1cea of the dread-
. 1 \ - . L) -
ul guilt of fin, and 1ts connexion with punith-.

ment, and ve el
. ery fearnul apprehenfions of Gud's

terphic w )
ic wrath. They have a great fenfe ol God's

D, "y .
atural perfections, wnd aw.ul majuly.

‘They

may be ¢ e \
y be greatly wffected with the natural good-

n?fs of the things ot rehigion :
0 y -V o = .
tranfport repeat that .oown faving among the

and with a fort

Rabbins, © Blefled is ' ;
ins, ¢ Blefled 1s he that (hali cat bread in :

“ the kingdom of God.” * They may hear the

word, anon with | ! |
rd, ¢ and anon with joy receive it,” and greatly

‘ '} . - .
rejoice for a feafon,’ as
e S T
fobn bapisff hicurers. Yot be deflitute of t
nowlege  of God and acquai b hitn,
Knowlege: acquaintance with hi
v . . . 3 DM
:hl;;cils\nifyft gainful. To 1peuk wflinmativel x'--’-
that ! n.(;wcge of, and ucquaintance with God,
e 2;.05 t:ar;]{v bl}n?}ﬁ ginful, as ccmprchenpive
| gooy ¢ blefledrels, eminently ¢ 151
minently conbilis 1n
a fpiritual and fupernatural fight and fenfe of the

infinite moral beauty,and holy lovelinels of Ged's -’

glorious perfections, exhibited to view in tl

pcrﬁ:n and mediation of Jeius Chriﬂ','rclati)«e ;g

zneariféeiexxzpt:cn,tcrgctber.with theeffe&swhich
pend thercupon, atd pativcly refult therefrom,

.
flhatl n}a.y be the better underfteed, I (hall pree
ent toview, the refpeélive parts of this defcrip-

. n ST

:i;ﬁ hLut as prc}mmary I weuld juft cbierve,
fc((icc;vinmalcgpfakc(;t t};e glory of God, as mani-?

> nd by Chrift, and o of o

fefted v I fo of confequence
in and . 1 :
 and by}the gofpd,. I Yb’c;uld be underftced as
iewidg the gofpel in 1ts connexion with ‘the
* Luke 13 17, Grving

!
M]Vﬂmh‘wk,’w - . .

A
g
i

M
3
0‘
s

4
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e T

divine law.
the divine

the glory
belict of the divine /aw,

worthy t0
Unlers the law be thus viewed, the defign of

Ciirift’s mediation will never
underﬁood.

{cription, sd |
fe@ions or glorious attributes exhibited g0 ViewW,

in the perfon and mediation of Jefus Chrift, re-
lative to man’s redemption by him.—We have.

(13 ). ,
The moral law 1s 2 tranfcript of
and a fight and fenfe of
knowlege and
juftand good,’
honourable.

perfections :
of the gofpel implies the
¢ as holy,
be magnified and made

once be rightly

The firft object of sttention, in the above de-~
is the glory of God's redeeming pef=

no dire& intuitive apprehenfions of the divine of=
{ence, of its properties : nOY intuition into God's
(ubfiftence in the T rinity of Perfons. If in the
light of glory, there will be an intelleGiual vifion
of the effence of God ; yet fure we are, that ip
his own effence, being and exiftence, he 18, and ever
will be, abfolutely incomprehcnﬁble—«dwelling |
in light inacceflible, perfe@tly knowh unto higm=~ *
(elf only. Huis nature being immenfe, and all his
holy propcrtics effentially infinite, the concepti=
ons of our minds are (wallowed up and loft, when
we would exercife ourfelves direCtlyon that whicht
ts abfolutely immenfe, oternal, infinite. Our
‘conceptions of God, and of the glorious proper=
ries of his nature, muft be formed by divine re~
welat.on, and reprefentations of his infinite excele
fencies in the effects of them, and thereby reflece
tions of his glory. God firft madea manifeftation

of his being and excellencics, by outward ails ank
effetss



(14 )

efects, in and by the creation of 4] things out of

nothing—thereby declaring the glory of his cre-
ating perfections, his wifdom, goodnefs, and
power—which was, and continues to bé t!;e
immediate ground of all patyral religion. ’But
of all the effects of the divine excellencies, the
contlitution of the Perfun of Chrift as the f;un-
dation of the new creation- -as the miflery of god.-
finefs, was the moft ineffable and glorious. jgc{us
Chrift in his divine nature, abfolutcly confidered
as the sternal 3on of the eternal Father is the
eﬂ’eqmal image of the Father; but when we {peak
of him as Jucarnate, as he aflumed our nzﬁure
into perfonal fubfiftence with himfelf, he is to be
confider’d both in his own entire Perfon, God
and Mas—and in the adminiflration of his lotﬁcc
'th.c»xmagc and great reprefentative of the nature,
:ml} and glory of God anto us. ¢ Without con-
troverly, great is the miltery of godlinefs—God
¢ was manifeft in the fleth” A iftery beyond
our comprehenfion, the glorious and eternal
Word, which was with God, and was Ged was
made f+/b, and dwelt among us. This aﬂl’xmp-
tion of our nature into Aypofatical unioy with the
Son'of God, this conftitution of the fame indivi-
dual Perfon in two natures fo infinitely diftinct
as thofe of God and man, isa fingular exprcﬂion,
of the glorious prop&ties of the divine nature—
and .wherein God will be known, admired and
glorified to ali cternity. The Perfon of Chrjft
3s the foundation of all the holy counfels of God,
with refpe@ unto the vocation, fan&iﬁcation:

Juftification,

( 15 ) /

juftification, and eternal {alvation of his church
and people, as unto bis own eternal glory. Thefe
counfels of God concerning his own glory, in
the falvation of his church, have their execution
and accomplithment, in and by the Perfon of
Chrift incarnate, and his work of mediation
thereon. From whence it follows, that the Per-
fon of Chrift is the great reprefentative of God,
and of the glorious properties of his nature—
with the holy counfels of his will. Therefore

it becomes evident, that #bas knowlege of God
which is faving and moft gainful, is the know-
lege of God in Chrift. The gofpel is eminently
a declaration unto us of God and his glorious
perfe&ions, in the Perfon and mediation of Jefus
Chrift—Cbrift the power of God and the wifaom
of God.  Chrift is the image of the invifible God,
the exprefs image of the Perfon of the Father.
V'hen we fpeak of him as the Sor of God, thf
refpet to his drvine nature, abfolutely confider'd,
in the unity of the divine effence, < He and the
* Father are one.” 4 Their nature isone and the
fame. In this refpect the one is not the image
of the other—for one and the fame thing cannot
be the image of it felf in that wherein it i§ one.
When we f{peak of our Lord Chrift with refpe
unto his divine P.-fon, as the eternal Son of God,
confider’d in his perfonallity, or dittin& perfinal
Subfiffence, and poficfling all divine excellencies,
in this relpe®, he is the efential imege of the
Father’s Perfon. When we fpeak of our Lord
Chrift, in his ncarnation, or ia the aflumption

of
+  Joho 10. j30.
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of our nature into perfonal union with himfelf, in
order unto the work of his inediation, in this
refpect he is the only reprefentative tmage of God
unto us. The compleat image and perfe re-
prefentation of the divine Being ard excellencies,
with refpect to God’s propofing himfelf unto us,
as the obje&t of knowlege, faith, and obedicence.
Thas in him alone, we fee, know, and learn all
" the divine excellencies, fo as to be conformed
to God, in his moral image,~live unto him, and
enjoy him for ever. Hence our Lord declares,
¢ that he who hath feen Him, hath alfo {een the
Father ® Agreable thereto-the apoftles gave their
tefimony concerning him, ¢ that they faw bis
¢ glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
4 Fatber ;' 4+ For he is the brightnefs, the efful-
gency, the refplendency of divine glory—the
chara&ter or exprefs image of the Perfon of the
‘Pdther. 1 In the Perfon and mediation of Jefus
Chrift, according to gofpel reprefentation, we
have exhibited to view, the furprifing harmony
and glory of all the holy prop: rties and perfecti-
ans of the divine nature. In Chrift all the di-
vine attributes are united in their full luftre of
infinite eternal glory. There never was fuch an
“iNuftridus difplay of divine wifdom and goodnefs,
as in finding out and conftituting this way of re-
prefeating unto us, the glorious attributes of

God. In Chrift, a God of infinite, inflexible
juftice, and abfolute purity and holinefs, thewy

infinite mercy to poor, guilty, juftly condemned
finners. When the mercy, goodnefs, and love

* Johota 7,9. + Joharorgo 3 Hibo1 8,

of

of God, boundlefs as his effence, ta

(370 ke their full

, o s e
{cope and have their compleat exercife, 10 T

N : 1d miferas
leaving and beautifying {e!f-ruined ;min e nite

eatures, and fhine and tridn}ip . te
ziZc‘:and glory, fevere and awful Ju{hc‘c an§ ab
{slute holinefs (it on the throoe of gorg,"qt
beam forth in infinite and eternal honour ¢ tr

and faithfulnefs, power and fovereignty keep

| ' he divine attributes -
heir place and rank, and a:H_t divin 1tes -
- :lial)lal;r their awful endearing glories, worthy of

the infinite eternal majefty of God. T:‘;e t;g:;
would fail to obferve in particular how tde (%ﬁncs' |
of each divine attribute islma.n}fc.ﬁ;cd ?Ch i{i-»—'-
forth in the Perfon and mc.dlanon of rﬁr ‘;c'd ;
concerning them 10 general, 1t may be athrn: i;rt-’
that there is an immcnl(;e rlcven_u;:_ 'c();fo%k;;y&&%‘ =
0o to them, which glory ©  them 1S,
{t":;lf:l::d known to ﬁwing;g gainﬂ:ﬂ purpofe only é:;
the face or perfon of Jefus Chrift, as the apoftie.
rcs. - o \ PR
dcillaaving*;)riczﬂy (poken of the real formaioﬁ;r:éf: ‘»
of that knowlege and faith which compz; g‘ "
all good and bleffednefi—the glory of GO raf .
refented unto us in the Perfon and mcdra;x@ oF. s
Chrit ; the next -particular of our gcqc;@ de-
{cription of that gainful knowlege, 18 thc’_ma‘.(tilﬁtll‘c:,;
of knowing. This we fay, 153 fplfxtua} and u,li,
- pernatural fight and fenfe of the ’mﬁmgs mo;‘:&
beauty and holy lovelinefs of God’s glorious ¥€
tributes, thus manifefted in Chrit. . -~
The comprehenfion of all humane literature
falls fhort of this knowlege—The efforts of na-
_ :

+ 2 Car 4: 6. -
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tural reafon, even With the hel ‘
¢lp of external di- intc the foul, and communicates fpiritual and

.‘;line {cvc!atxon to aid fpeculation, witho ut the
Vsiumination of the divipe Spirit cong urrin

cannot attain to the firft dawning of this knnwg:
?e&c of, and acquaintance with the glorious é;d :
'?"x,s. in kind and fpecies fp purc‘,’ fublime and
glorious. The micans of revelation, or the ob-
Jsctive light by which. this knowlege is conveyed
ta our minds, is eminently the glorious o(yel

vicwed in its connexion with the divine %avf. «

The Holy Spirit by a powerfu) facred illuming-

fupernatural knowlege of the ¢ God of glory.’
This knowlege eomprehends juft conceptions of
his natural and nioral attributes and perfettions.
The fubje& of this divine irradiation eminently
has a fight and {enfe of the infinite maral beauty
and haly lovelinefs of God’s petfedt 'ons, mani-
fefted in the petfon and -mediation of Chrift,

All God's attributes now appear worthy of bis -

" nature, and no onie more admirable and amiable
- than his infinite holinefs : which is the fummit,

tion of the mind, enables the fubj '

Into and radiatces, fpiritually to[%?lfgdh:ndm ‘an ef
prehend the glory of God, as prefented to ﬁfw
1n the face or perfun of Chrift, as the a oftle ex-
chisly declares. + This is having ¢ fn unétion
S7rem the boly One'-meand being taught of Ged.

the glory of all the divine perfe@ions, that dec
rives 2 luftre to all the reft. Without: holinefs,
~ wifdom would be but craft and fubtilty, power
would be but tyranny, and metcy would dege-
nerate and loofe the glory of its nature. §o that

This teaching is often e3 - holincfs is the refult of all exeellency, it is tho
| \ n expredf . . olinels 15 the relult ol all exeellency, 1t s the
profied in facred ferip- divine excellency itfelf; or that in which the mo~.

ture, by foeing. Now to a ] ,
things 'Concur‘,lin Obj‘c&‘cdnfpi:uga\:s “igzz;{t?cr:c ral excellence and beauty of” the divine :patare
ous medium, a well difpofed Organ’ or a i::lca- does primarily confift. The new botn end di-
¢ye. A blind man cannot fee at h;omda . £ vinely enlightened foul eminently has a fight &
E‘hc molt clear-fighted at midnight, In tbi’ rgr fenfe of Ged's being glorious in holinefs. Thofe
fent gafc, the divine glory as the objed, is [f( i;  very arms of infinite power and love, which drive
due light by the gofpel, 14 meiium-:and the‘ - back the devouring flame, and are ftreatched
Holy Spirit well difpofes the organ, and opeps  [OFth to apprehend and embrace the guilty finner,
the eye of the mind, that it may fpi;‘ituall pbc- jult finking into hell, appesr to be {prinkled with
held the obje®. That the orgsn oc foul mya be the blood of the immaculate Laméb Fefus, and
well and fitly difpofed for fight, as a rcéﬁﬁcdyfa; 4 . bcam forth the divine beauties of unutterable
culty, the new heart is given, and the fuul formed 4 awtul glorious holinefs. Infinite merey is beau-
and put into a capzcity to fee end relith mora} 4 S8l and glorious, for it is holy mercy——Infinite
beauty or holinefs, The divine $Pirit oW ﬂ)inica i§ love is amiable and excellent; for it is holy love,

| " Vinte  §AH the perfe@ions of God, efpecially tho{e re-
~ % ative

S S

Sk

» : Corf 3- 18. + 2 Cor. 4. 6
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lative to our redemption by Chrift, appear and
fhine with holy ravithing beauty, and infinite e-
ternal luftre, when they are unvailed to
the facred illumination of the Holy
“Lherefore the divinely enlightened foul
view of the beauties of holinefs,
the words of the P/aimif,

view by

Spirit.
» In the
readily adopts
‘ Exalt ye' the Lord

f-our God, and worthip at his footflool, for he

- % 1S HOLY :

Jinefs of the triune God, in the fublime words of
the feraphick antbem,—oly, holy, holy, is the

Lord of hoft, the whole earth is full of his glory.* .

” As to the effe@s which depend upon, and na-
tively refult from, a fpiritual fight and fenfe of
~divine glory, for brevity fake, fcme few hints

only, at prefent mufl be given ; tho’ a Sranch of -

our general defcription of the knowlege of God.
~—The fubje of tMis knowlege has C'nktirc]y new,
moft convincing, and fatisfying evidence of the
truth of the goipel. Now the gofpel of Chrift,

“ woo is the image of Ged,' is known to be divine,,
and helieved ¢ with all the heart.” A fight of ¢his

gliry, by atort of divine meramor 5bofis, transforms-

‘the fpedtator into the image of the moral perfec-.

tions of the divine rature.  Now the ful {oiri-
L X i R " !
taally f.¢oand truly Lelicves that Gop, who s
—n"ah ! . infini :
an-anfoiviely perfect, an infinitely glorious and
amiaiic Being, is the uncreated, “inexhanftable
oy . ' N o i N S : \‘f
fountain of all good, the chicf happinefs, and onlys
{1t:s ying portion : Sces and believes his lawmi
be « hoiy, juft, and good,” diviely excel'ent and
amiable-—!

§ Pal g9 ¢,
> bul 99 g £

¢ Ifa 6. 3.

Is HOLY " § And at times, even with facred
tranfport, attempts to celebrate the glorious ho- -

( 21
amiable—worthy to be magnified and made ho-
norahle—even by the obedience and blood of his

co-equal, co-eflential, and co- eternal Son mcer=

nate : Sces the infinite evil of fin, ag-inft fo glo-
rious a God, that it is the violation of infinite
obligation to him ; and that it's proper demerit
is everlafting death, according to the fanction of
the divine law.—Of confequence, that if a fatis-
faétory offcring be made for fin, it muft be an
atonement of infinite value ; and that 'tis abfo-
lutely impoflible for this to be done by men or
angels : Sees and believes the infinite dignity, &
fuperlative excellence of the Perfon of Chrift—
the infinite meritorioufnefs and value of his obe«
dience unto death : The perfe&tion of his law-
fulfilling righteoulnefs to juftify the guilty—the
futficiency of grace derived from his undeminith=
ed fulnefs, to fan&ify the polluted finner before
God. The divinely enlightned foul, has fuch a
fight of God and Jefus Chrift, as opens to view
the foundation of faith—the gofpel method of
falvation now appears, as it really is, worthy of
God, full of God, full of beauty and glory—And
in the view of the infinite excellence and ever-
lafting fafety of this way of falvation, the heart
fully acquiefces in it, as perfectly fvited to ho-
nour God and Chrift, and to premote purity and
felicity for ever. It now appears infinitely rea-
{cnable and foul happifying to love God ¢ with
¢ all the heart,” primarily on account of what he
15 in himfelf ; to delizhit in him faprcmely ; to
yleld undiffembled fubmiflicn to his will in all

| | things 4
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things ; and to be entirely devoted to his fervice end
The divine law is {piri- 88 ¢
loved, and cordially

and glory at all times.
tusily underftood, heartily
enibraced as a rule of life—a fenfe of infinue
blanie, lelt loathing, {clf abhorrence, and godly
forrow, for wait of conformity, now have a cone
tinual refidence in the {oul. The God of glory
is leen and known as an umwerfal all-jufpcient
good, in whom all poflible excellencies and per-
feGticns meet—every thing that may commend
and endear him to men and angels, and atra&t
their eyes and hearts to him forever. The ha-
bitual propenfity and biafs of the foul is now to-
-ward him, with purifying hope placed upon
him ; with ftrong afpirations after the higheft
meafures of conformity to him in holinefs ; and
ef folemn delightful communion with him; and
the fulleft aflurances of bis everlafting love. The
gdivine attnibutes unfold to view, as the fcunda-
tion of holy gloriation in God, the piliars of a
divine fabbatifm or reft, and {ources of immuta-
ble, unbounded, and everlafting confvlatior—
Now the fou} goes unto God, * as its excceding
¢ joy 3’ worthips him in (pirit, and rejeices in
"Chrift Jefus, with joy unfpcakable and glorified.
‘And oh ! how ardently does the foul that beholds
the glory of Ged in Chrift, longvto' hav'c guiit).r,
perifhing immortals renounce their infinitely eri-
minal difaffe@ion to God in his moral charaéter,
return home to him through Chrift, upon tHe
frec irvitations of the gofpel ; ele@ and choofe
Him as their righttul Lord, chief good, and laft

1
¢! anan

29 ) |
—and take up their 1§)lc contentment in him,
be fountain and fource of all good and blef~
fednefs for ever. In fine, the real fubjedts of zhss
knowlege, feem to have a new world ot'wondcrs,
ever-prowing glories, perpetually opening to de=
lightful view : And without reafonat?le controe
verfy, this knowlege lays the foundation for the
exercife of all evangelical graces, the {piritual ac-
ceptable performance of all hely duties, for di«.
vine comforts in time, and for all the ineffable

eternal joys of heaven.
II. Iam toilluftrate and confirm the obfervation,

I. Here,letit be confidered, that fucha know-.
lege of, and acquaintance with the gloriou: God,
as hath now been defcribed, is a fpecial {piritgal
faving blefiing,—in its nature and quality fuper--
latively exccllent.  The great Parcat of the uni-
verfe, every hour and moment gives millions and
countlefs millions of evidences, that he is a God
of vaft and boundle(s beuignity to our world ;
but only witnefles the eternity of his fpecial l.ve,
by a fpiritual manifeftation of his glory in Chnft, -
Every Dives has his fumptuous farc, 2 fadashis
purfe, and finally defcend to their ewn place of
endlefs flaming torments. Commaon bounties
are inconfiderable when compared with fpecial
blefiings. An empire, with all its aflucnce and
grandcur, without the knowlege ot God in
hrift, it but as a crumb flung to a dog. The
Wiritual knowlege of divine glery, in the nature
hd quality of it, differs from every kind of com-
HWIOR
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mon bounty, and fpecics of knowlege in the u~ 1, wlege, are by the Holy

niverfe : Being in it felf, in a peculiar fenfe, of .

divine original, and alfo in it {elf, of a divine and -

holy nature—an emination or communication of

internal glory from God’s fulnefs, as the beams

of the fun are fomething of the fun. The know- %fglory

lege of the glory of God in Chrift, is as much -
fuperior to all other knowlege, as the objeé? is
fuperior to all other 2nowable objecls ; therefore:
of tranfcendent excellence. ¢ A knowlege that 3
¢ paffeth knowlege’—a knowlege that brings ful-*
nefs with it, as the apoftle fpeaks, even all the’
fulnefs of God. I The blefled angels of heaven, -
who dwell in the glorious prefence of God, and
have the joys of heaven to fill them, who befure .
will not troubl= themfelves with expence of their -
noble thoughts upon inferior objells, yet we
learn that ¢bey, as it were, turn away their eycs
from that exprefs glory which is before themin
beaven, to gaze intenfely upon the bottomlefs
myfteries and boundlefs glories of God in Chrift.
The knowlege of divine glory renders the fub-
je& of it moft excellent. ’Tis the brightelt or-
nament of intelligent beings. The perfection
of knowlege—without which all light is but_
darknefs, and all knowlege but ignorance. In-
all other knowlege, accurfed devils in hell, fur-
pafs the greatelt proficients amongft men ; but
the knowlege of the infinite moral beauty & ho--
1y loveline(s of G.d’s glorious perfcctions manis}
feted in Chrift, furpaficth the comprehenfion of;
all the angels of dakneis. A4/ deltitute of this:

knowlege:.

1 Eph. 3. 8. ;
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Spirit himfelf, fkig-

matized with the ignominious epithet of fpiritu-

-

{5ols and ideots, how wiic and kuowing fo-
?:Ezcr they may be In other refpe@ts.  The {pel-
tors of divine glory hgve thofe rays and beams
divine reflected upon, and communicated
¢o them, which dignify and render them, © the
¢ moft excellent ones 1n the earth,” and w111! be
the eternal ornament of their {ouls. This 1s
their glory, and in this they may, and do, an’d
will Torever glory, ¢ that they know theLord.’§

2dly. The fubjells of this knowlege, are
pardoned, juftified nd accepted of God, as righ-
teous unto eternal life. By a divine conftitution -
and pmmife, a fpiritual knowlege of God in

Chrift hath the pardon of fin annexed to it: for
it is faid by God himfelf,— 'I“hey thall know
¢ me—I will forgive their iniquity, and 1 will re-
"¢ member their fin no more.” - ‘Lhey who fce
the glory of God in Chrift, fce that hoc can ¢ be
¢ juft, and the juftifier of them that belicve 1a Je-

¢ fus,'—and fceing, believe, and .bclmvmg are

juftified, by the imputation of his furetyfbip-
rightcoufnefs, which becomes truly theirs, theo

faith. In Chrift ¢ they have redempticn thro
* his blood, the forgivenefs of fins, accqrdng to

¢ the riches of grace.”  Unpardoned guilt is the

burden of confcience, the fting of death, and, Ehc

fuel of hell. ’Tis fin only that makes us miler-
“able; for when our iniguities are forgiven, our
bleffednefs begins—hence, ¢ Blefled arc they

- D whole
0§ Jer, 90240 3 Jer 3T

34.
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¢ whofe iniquities are forgiven.’

They are made B

| 27 .
iﬁiifc-—-—Alfojoy or gloriation in God Himfelf. .S{:
preat bleflednefs accompanies juftification, whic

1 &ed with the true knowlege of, and ac-

accepted sz Chriff the beloved :* For, « the [ord 15 conne

‘ 1s well pleafed for 4is righteoufnsf; fake.’

The

quaintance with God in Chrift.  Oh happy they

| Lord !
Fathe. fpeaking of Chrift his Son, ¢ the Lord ouy .Who thus know the Lor

¢ rightecufnefs,’ faith, ¢

nal may be read, He will make righteoufnefs unto
many. ‘That v nich he himfelf performed as the
caufe of righteoufnefs, he will communicate to
many. Chrift having ¢ fulfilled all righteouf-
¢ nefs’ for bis peeple, and what he did and fuffer-
ed for them, being legally reckoned t4esrs, they
are delivered from the curfe and condemnation
of the /aw, and o from an everlafting hell : And

they are accounted righteous unto eternal life, .

for, the righteoufnefs of

Chrift by which they
are juftified, is

called everlaffing : + And grace
mauft needs * reign through r4ar righteoufnefsunto
¢ eternal life.” § Thus blefled are they who truly
know God in Chrift. The apoftle amplifies
their bleflednefs in the sth chapter of his epiftle
to the Romans, from verfe 111, to the 12th. He
affures us,—They have peace with God—that
‘they have accefs to him by faith—perfeverance
and &anding, in their blefled {tate,—joy or glo-
riation in hope of the glory of God—Gloriation
in adverfity—The love of God fhed abroad in
their hearts by the Holy Choft g:ven them—An
tnfailible certainty of continuing in a ftate of re-

conciliation with
wrath—Undoubted

T Dan, 9: 24, i Rom. 5. 21,

W his knowlegc he thald ¥
‘ juttify many ;'—which according to the 0rigi-

God—Security from future
communication of eternal
lifeee

2dly. They are in a ftate of favour with God,
_ adgthd int’oy his family—and have a qewGax:id
‘faving covenant-relation to him, as their fq :
"¢« I will give them an heart to know me, faith
¢ God—that I am Jehovah, and tb?y thall be
Lo my people, and I will be th,eu‘ God” Dyul';g .
“both morally and legal~, thro’ the breach of the
. firlt covenant, we fell under a relative death too ;
* but by virtuz of the covenant qf redemption,
-upon union with Chrilt by faith, thofe who
¢ were without God,’ are joined again in a fav-
“ing relation to him, Thus they have a r:ela.tzfvf
life, according to that, ¢ 'n his favgur is hfc.
On their part, there wa. a rea/ enmity againft
'God; on God’s part, a legal enmity again{t them :
. But they are become ¢ reconciled to God by the
¢ death of his Son ;' and taken into an everlaft-
ing covenant of peace with hikg. ¥ 'chg’}u{h-
, ¢ fed by faith, they have peace with God.” He
~lays down his Jegal enmity againft them, never to
. betaken up again. They become the c:qnfedc-
‘rates and friends of God : And that {piritual,
+ holy, and blefled PEack, which was decreed for
- them by the Father, and purchafed for them by
4 Chrift, is now uthered into their hearts ¢ by thc
é * Holy Ghoft.” This peaceis a mutual concord
' between

foJero 24 7. * Eak 37 26,




. ‘V | < W . o -
oo (Ca8 " (29 )

m, {o that the heart of Gud They are alfo taken as chil‘;ilre,n ilx:tofthc fgm"ily'
' like - : And this is more than the former ; as
Pcr"th-e-;r hca'its. towards God, by a dc;ig?:t;}%] ’%;)tfi?:forc to be one’s fon, than to be his fricﬁ&."_
by the appellation H P God addrefles them %They who are tat’lghtoof the Farber, come to fhe
and they in theijr ¢ ej’(jz{-éab, T my delight ; #Son ; that is, believe in, or receive him, and to.
Lord This o urn, cl:gbt.themﬁ:lvcs in the i ¢ as many as received him, to them gave he power,
a'divine o i”];/ CcEs qfa divino nature, and cf § (dignity or privilege) to become eflec{rgn ofG'od..w
dﬁ"iﬁrgmcfﬂ:c s TC u“mg from the purpofe of il —A ‘very glorious and blefled fliation ; for it is
of the e txlrllecverlaﬁmg-f-from‘ th= fountain { divine it its original, furpaflingly excellent in its
" of God to map r’?;], “nd Ph”aﬂ‘hmm’ or love § nature, and endlefs in its happy apd. gréat confe-
lightful ¢ peace. f €Y bgve now a mop de- § quences. They are become the children o.f()}oid‘.
vine favone, o Cricience, i by a new fpiritual birth, and a marriage with the
Lord Je¢fus—And are called by a zew name—ind
¢ are of the houfhold of God'-——are under the
protetion of their God and Father, who has the

v ¢ power of life and death in his hand, and ali
now fx/)c’fz}?zenm/{y know. 1 d‘ungs : For they u worlds at his command. He feafts them upon
¢ IZ(C el And t,hat, ‘ hiS ’

£

Y
: in his favour js * angels food : and gives them to drinlf; copiriqﬂj
“ than Jife.” They havioavl:[ng-kindn.efs is better 4 of the wine of gofpel peace, love, an.djoy“'f?héy |
a/l the cther fifend, of Geod ? ‘%?_\fv rancflip wizh i have a [pirit of adoption to cry abba Fatber,and
men 5 but are gl 4 m"t*'-‘Cd : “votonly with pefy ¢ by a new and living way,’ have fmc;agc;ds;gq |
Jowthip ang fricnﬁ);; » hmto ﬂ‘.s bonds of fei- the throne of his grace, and are admitted tc'g
thrones, dimtinoms /}rl}{ ‘;‘:“;}, 'thc bleffed angeli— § dc.:hghtful converfc', and hol‘y familiarity w.xltl;
all the cflorts of ;‘ieirwwf‘“’m arxd/;oqz’¢~;'f.. Ard ¥ pxmfelf,mYSa, their fellow(hip and communion
I Vain ; for (}y,¢ (id} we;}u;““:s aganft tl'}em aro § is with the !*fztber, thfz Son, a}nd the.I:Jo/y tSp;rn‘.
(1F, and 4lj o cvcbw Cfxo‘. 1as all power in him~ 4 They are p.rxvalege‘d with the mdwell;qg Pf.%f?ﬁfe
his dircétion, ig <=fnrm,,21' time and cternity qmﬁr of th.e dufu._)c Spirit, and he, bEaI:S witnefs W‘ltb.
ded by fuch o p, mfh‘/ﬁr/‘ {‘/Jc’m. While guar~ § . ¢ their fpirits that the)f are the cl}x;ldren of‘God.ﬁ
againft them ? a)) 1:,:, who can l“”‘f fuccefsful % :-,-_-If chx!drcn.thcn hexrf'tqo, helrs. of God,.and
ance, flows fom le‘r‘“:“r}’ goed W ozich abund. g jo'nt heirs with Jefus Carift : Heirs of a king-
T Peace,—< whic! dom,—which, ’tis the good pleafure of their

‘underflandine ? ¢ opafieth all b : )
I They B heavenly Father to give them.  In the right of
F LGy, | | Jefus

i
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Jefus Chrift their e]c(lcrso ; i
. . . : bether and ik
fpiri of adoption, they call God therr Y.t

And arere i / ;
P]Cnlﬂ]cd wnh u ! E
on, from that a]l- nutterable confolati. i

rifen Lord of Iife {ccomprehenﬁve meflage, the

d / penfive difiiples— |
and fay unto them, ] afcend unto Yciples

*and your Father,
—But your time wijj not

the royal prerogati
./ gatives, the admirab]e ; iti
b ., e . mmu
ﬂll;rid;:mc fruitions, the exalted honour?u;zsé
s
g privileges of aAporTioy, Its abound.- g

ing excellent conte ]
nts, are fuffici
lumes, and to exhauft ages, i ot ﬁl‘l e

fearch and delightfy] co '
tgiza:ccf upon the gglon‘ous t}?etzzplfigon.
1 OF my reigning topick, This amij
ggxéng c{;ara@e{, Ti‘{e Children g/'Gadx?’]xiasba]aec;‘;:l(3
 rad dr rc:ar y exifting ' our world, but too brighg
nd azzling, to be.vxewe}d in its united and fguli
tga{?:nes,‘ tlvqhnle 1In this flate of dark and duJ) mor
‘ dl y}; OW are we the"fons of Gog and it
. JOIh not yet appear what we thall be ; | e i
know that when yig thall appear, we

I\Lile bim; for we (hall fee him as he is.’
ofeover, a new and favip,

to God, is anneyed by promi

know :
forz ﬁifé}’f 0{. and] acquaintance with him ; therew 8
R : a ’UOW ¢ e is . , -~ b
mife of eternal lifegto ﬂl)lzf_}%é;.algﬁll;-}-)'l he pro-
¢ J€CtS of this kneﬁfw v
BRI
° . . > Bad
in this dnfcougr*{c, k
L/m‘zﬁfer and verfe, %

i

y Father !

&

-
—
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)
—
2.
(¢}
=
-
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I only §
the illuﬂra{’

aiiar

covenant relation §
4
o

fc to g3 fpiritual %

. hi Having rmultiplicd rcr?pmre
’FhiYc f{‘ ’})mvny cfien osmitecd
0" vlually have included ferinri e
dtalic [ ' criptine phrafeolegy in ¢
(‘:ug‘n‘:{”;"* They who read 1he holy fcripr,,,%z m""]’nmal, or
CUgNT 10) will belt know wheg fors ire ol ch, (as all
- N HPIUFC phranolegy s ufed,

quotatiops
aung tok,

R RE S TIR

+ which they upon being juffified are brought into.
. « I will fay to them, thou art my people ;

i

and to my God and yourGod." ¥

"

" beirg advanced to the utmoft height of relation
4 to God.

(3t )

' lege, comprehends in it, fuch a relation to God

and

s ¢ they fhall fay, thou art my God.’ * Reconcili-

ation, adoption, and God's being their God, are
branches of the promife—¢ [ will be their God, ¢

In confequence of Chrift’s grving bim-

Jedf for his people, a ranfom of infinite value, a

promife of God's giving bimfelf to them, comes.
in and takes place, as an ample reward of the
fervice performed by Chrift as Mediator : which
purchafed reward of Ais, redounds to them.
Hence that, < I am thy exceeding great reward.’
Therefore, they who truly know God in Chrift,
being juflified, reconciled, and adopted into the fa-
mily of God, have this beritage falling to them
by promife ; God himfelf becomes their God.-
¢ If children, then heirs, heirs of God :’ and ¢ if
¢ a fon, then an heir of God through Chrift ;’
God himfelf being the heritage. So that they
have right to him and intereft in him, as their
own property. It is {aid, “all things are theirs 5’
1 but ’tis a faying infinitely greater, God bimfelf
is theirs. This new and faving covenant relati-
on to God, is his gracious engaging through Je-
fus Chrift the Mediator, thatbe will be their God,
and that they fball be bis people. ' When God en-
ﬁages‘imfelf to b,;#hcir God, he makes over
himfelf to them, ig"all his infinite perfe@ions,
| o and
% Hofea 2, 23. 4 Hcb. 8 10, 11 Cor. 3. 17,
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ts and will be their fan@ifier, comforter and
guide to eternal glory.  All thofe who trul{y
know the God of glory in Chrift, have all thefe
divine perfons jointly engaged to promote their
all things for thcir beft good, bis omnipotent] immortal purity and felicity 5 and this whole
.fuprcam and eternal power to prote& and defend§ adorable Trénity fhall be atually enjoyed by them
them, his inflexible juflice to make all the bene-! for an endlefs ever-more. O the immenfe and
fits purchafed by Chrift for them forth co‘ming to boundlefs gain, good, and bleflednefs, of having
‘them, his glorious 2ofinefs to transform them in-8 all the divine attributes, and the 1°fi°“3/i‘&/i/}” |
to the fame image, his beundlels merey, to p;tr.f‘if ences, thus engaged for us, POﬂ%ﬂ’ and to be
don, pity and fuccour them, his infinite grac: tof enjoyed by us forever. If an intereft in all that
«deal bountifully with them, his inviolable jazt- infinity of glorious perfecticns, which are in God
Suinefs 1o fulhl all the promifes to them in theirk  himfelf,and an interefl in, and communion with,
Stime and order,and his adcrable a//-fuffciency toﬂ the undivided T77zity, can compleat their con=
. +fupply all their necd, an? to render them ‘com-% fummate happinef:, who are truly acquainted
pleatly ahd eternally happy. In his divine ﬁzé-‘i‘{f with the glorious GOD, they begin to be, and
filences alfo he is theirs—All the per/fons of the ? finally thall be, abfolutely, perfetly and eter~
‘glorious Trinity are theirs : The divine Fatber, nally Blefled. God is their God—this furely is
- the divine Son, and the divine Spirst, theirs, t/y the top ftair of happinels—this is the fum. of
.le,er: (HC'&}I‘QW) are 2‘/.7)’ b’u/éam/;. Chrif} fu!_"ﬁ allfchcity’ ¢ Heirs OfGOd,’ mefelftheit own
‘filing the conditions of the covenant of redemp-#  P79Periy s a property in its full contents, infi-
.tion 25 Mediator, by purchale, according to pro-g nitely and eternally beyond the comprehcnﬁoq
mife, had a new kind of interef in God, as,bz’:g of men or angels/ Here is gain, good and
- God, and become heir to the.blefled ber‘z’tage-—-l bleflednefs with a witnefs! Words, thoughts,
- and'his redecmed in and by him ; which are (wallowed up and loft, like a drop falling B
the grounds of that— I afcend to my God, and}§ into a fhc:elefs ocean! ¢ What fhall we fay to
¢ your God’—and hence that alfo, ¢ heirs of God, § thefe things I* If we fay any thing, it muft be
¢ joint heirs—heirs with Chrift.” So that Gqdf 1 the language of infpiration— Blefled is the
“the Father is and Will be their God and Father,§ Dation whofe God is the Lord==Yea, happy 1§ - |
and fet his love upor them for ever. -'ﬁ'od.th:é !;h'at people whofe God is the Lord.’
Son is and will be their Lord a=d Saviour, to faved . 4 'l:hcy who fpiritually and truly know God
them from fin and wrath. ' Ged the Holy Ghoff,§ " Chrift, are conformed to him in his moral
. S ¢xcellences, and become poffeft of that holinefs
| E wiih

and all his moft gloriouss {ublitences. His pena§
ple are not hereby deified 5 no, but in a welll
underftood fenfe, all his attributes are theirs ;3
his infinite wy'c/am to direct them, and to order%

)
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with which bleﬁ‘edxgcfssis connelted.  Holinefs
is effential to happinefs ; for, ¢ without holinefs
no ian fhall fee the Lord.” Now ’tis by ¢ be-
holding the glory of God,” that we are ¢ changed
into his image,” and become pofieft of that ho-
linefs, to which bleflednefs is annexed: agree-
able to our Lord’s declaration, ¢ Blefled are the
pure in heart, for they fhall fee God’—that is,
delightfully enjoy him.  Therefore as happinefs
confifts in holinefs, by means of a fpiritual know-
lege of God, fuch Znowlege is moft gainful.—
The happy fubjects of this dnowlege have in-
choate glory or glory begun—having the firft
fruits of the full immortal harvet. Being cal/led
and ju/l:fied—Dby that excellent holinefs which is
freely beftowed upon them—by the vifion of
God in the light of grace—by poffeflion and
enjoyment of him—Dby the fealingsof his Spirit—
by the affurances of falvation—and by holy joy
and gloriation in him, they have glrifcation
begun in this life, as a fure pledge of its being
confummated in the next. Hence, it is famili-
ar to the holy Spirit, to delineate holinefs under
the names of beauty and glory, and to make ufe
of the terms, beaven and glory, as flri¢tly appli-
cable to ¢hem, and as expreflive of zherr begun
happinefs and glrification.  Agreeable thereto,
we read ¢ of the beauties of holinefs’—apd often

find the term glory applied to the church of
God—and the fubje@s of divine knowlege are

faid to be blefled ¢ with all {piritual bleflings id

heavenly places in Chrift’—-¢ and to fit with hn}t
in heavenly places’—to be ¢ changed from glory

to .
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to glory’—and ¢ to S‘ejo3i<§c with joy unfpeakable

and g/or{/fc’d. Which lcads me to obferve, .
5. A ipiritual knowlege of God, and acquain-
tance with Him, is moft gainful, for it is fafis-
fattory knowlege, and divinely confolatory. If
we admit the divinity of the fchools, viz. That
the ingredicntsof happinefito an intelligentbeing,
¢ar¢ knowlege of, and contemplation upon the
glorious perfe@ions of God’'—¢ fuperlative love
to him'—¢ and a d:lightful fenfe of his love *’
all thefe, i the moft excellent and noble fenfe
arc comprized in a divine view of his glory in
Chrift. The fubje@s of ipiritual knowlege—
under the enlightning beams of the divine Spi-
rit, eminently and in a fuperior manner, behold
the infinite attributes of the God of glory, and
contemplate upon them with unutterable delight
and fatisfa¢tin—aund their infinite attractive
beauties and gleries, excite efforts of the moft
exalted love, blended with a pleafure all divine—
and light of evidence,and a fgcling fenfe of God’s
Jove to them attending, give comfort and joy,
that is the prelibation of eternal glory. This
knowlege of divine glory, yields abundant fatis-
fa®ion and comfort, to the mind, confcience,
defires, and all the powers and faculties of the
foul. All other knowlege leaves the intelle€tusl
appetite unfatisfied ; and the enjoyment of all
created good, is infuflicient for fubftantial plea-
{ore ¢ for, it is not equal in dignity and duration
to the foul of man—in no due meafure adequate
to the boundlefs thirfty cravings of the immor-
- tal fpirit after happinefs~—¢’tis varity of vanities,

all
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all is vanity.’ Lo

of God and his glory in Ch
amongft a thoulfand vanities 1., qucitof happinefs,
changing the L.ourious chace, by flight from
objett taobje@ ; but perpstually renewing the
difappointment, 'till dewid forces upon them
terrible convifion, that empty fhadows and
painted hopes flrttered and dcJuded them, and
that they muft now Iye down under the keen an.
guithment of everlafting defpair. But they
wha ars truly acquainted with God in Chrift,
have recourfe to Him, and fix upon Him b

faith and love, as the original and eternal foume

tain of 6l dnefi, as well zs of being : not only

everlatingly [2/f-fufficient for his own being and
‘ blcﬂ;dn,efs; but alfo, the all-fufficient fpring of
bleficdnefs unto them farever. They know
God in Chrift full of love, full of treafures of
bleffednefs, full of power to preferve them, full
of gracs to transform them, full of fidelity to
keep covenant with them, full of wifdom to
condu@ them, full of redemption to fave them,
full of glory for their abfolute purity and ever-
Jafting joy. Under divine illuminations they
fee fo much of holy beauty and excellence in
God’s nature, and glorious perfe@ions thining
1n Chrigt, that they cannot but love Him above
all things, and rejoice in him, with all the pow-
ers of their fouls : the rays of the heavenly Spi~
ri¢, plentifully iffuing from Him, pervade the

utmoft parts of the foul, and copioufly pouring
1n upon tbem, his fweeteft confolations, they

poflefs the preludes of fulnefs of future joy, and

the

They who perfzvere in ignorance
rift, are roving
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the firft {plendors of t3he third beaven. They
now pioufly exult and delight, repofe and folace
their fouls in the great I AM. They now ‘Per-
ceive the knowlege of God in Chrift, the {cale
of paradife, the key of the ark of the covenant,
v:th which its treafures are unlocked, for @
never- ceafing flow of divine joys and fatisfa&ions
from the infinite eternal ocean of life and blef<
{ftdnefs in the Godhead.—The happy fubjects
of thefe divine views and fublime joys, are very
fenfihie that no words can exprefls the blefednels
of ‘ uearneis to God'—to Him they addrefs them-
felve:, faying, * Whom have I in heaven but
Tnee, and there is none on carth that I defire
bet’d:s Thee.” They now underftand the im-
pur: of Philip’s requeft, toour Lord, ¢fhew us
the Father and it fufficeth us.” They arg well
and truly aflured, that there is a knowlege of
God, which affords fatisfaction divine. Repea«
ted views of divine glory, teach them, that ac»
cording to the degree of knowle‘gc, ordinarily, is
the degree of divine joy and fatisfa®ion—and
that knowlege perfected, will give compleat and
eternal fatisfaction : where their hopes and de~
fires run over with pleafure and carneftnefs to
the perfection of all in beaven. ¢ As for me, I
will behold thy face in righteoufnefs : I fhall be
fatisfied, when I awake with thy likenefs.”

6. A fpiritual fupernatural knewlege of God,
is comprehenfive of good and bleflednefs, for the
mhje&s "of it have their perfeverence fecured
while they live—the reception of their foul to

 hesven at death—(unftung) a glorious refurrec-

tion
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tion at the /z/? day, and a hlefled eternity. 'This
topic of argument-affords varizcty and large com-

gafs- of thought—iffuing in that eternal life of
leffednefs, of which our Lo ipake, faying,

¢ This is life eternal, that they muy know thee,
the only true God, and Jefus C'ift whom thou
haft fent.” But private me it ion mutt enlarge
here—for I perceive the e is elapled.

IMPROVEMENT.,

Use I.  Iflofs and gain are proportioned by
knowlege andignoranceof God, then it concerns,
‘grc.at]y concerns us, to be ferious, ftri¢t and im-
partial ip the examination of ourfeives, whether.
we fpiritually know God, or not. If you read
the holy feriprures with any toicrable degree of
attention, you muft nceds obferve diftinction
made between Zncwlege and 4nswlege,—that
they fpeak of the form, and of the favour of
koowlege. That there is a fpiritual and fuper-
natural knowlege of God, Chrift, and divine
things, thatisfpokenof aspeculiartothe fasnss or
‘true belicvers ; which natural men have nothing
of, nor can have as fuch. Saints ‘are fpoken of
ashaving a fpiritual underflanding*—ashavingthe
knowle.e of God’s glory by his thining into their
bearte—as heholding his glory and being chang-
ed into his image by his Spirit.—Unregenerater

patural men are fpoken of as incapable of dif=:". ] the édncomitants and effe@s of a fpiritual fighe
cerning {piritucl things{-—as not having feedn,
nor known- God—that to them -the gofpel is -

fid ~ J effets thercof,

*Col. 1. 0, 3 Cor, 2. 14

hid—that they are dead and blind—dead and

[,
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blind as to a fight and fenfe of the glory of

God’s moral chara&er, and the fupreme beauty
and boly lovelinefs of divine things. .
the native blindnefs of the mind, that we are 1n
“eminent danger of deception about the knowlege

of God.
docrinal and fpeculative knowlege of God, and

Such 1s

No doubt multitudes reft in a meer

divine things—they may fee truth rationally,
and yet not fee it fpirirually. Many deceive
themfelves by takingz a common, for a favin

illumination of thé holy Spirit.- How is it wi

ou my hearers, (or readers) have you that
{nowlege of God which I have fpoken of as
immenfcly gainful, comprchenfive of all good
and bleflednefs ?—I beflcech you by all the blef-
{ednes inwraptin rhis knowlege ; and by all the'
lofi and mifery included in the wantof it, that
you enter upon an accurate fcrutiny 2nflrict .

examination of yourfelves, what your knojhege
of Godis. Serioufly confider that you are now
acting for eternity, and that your everlafting life
and happinefs turn upon this .hmgc, namely, -
your knowlege of God in Chnf@. If-.y,outare,
capable of attention to the moft interefling and
important concernment that ever your mind
turned a thought upon, or poflibly can, attend
to this bufinefs and duty of examination. That
I may afford you fome affiftance and befriend -
you in the work—1I will prefent to view fome of

of divige glory, in addition’to, and connexion
with, ‘what has alrcady been faid of the native
| | | Here
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Hcrc. firft, I would obferve, * That if Godk
hath' thined into your heart to give the kaowlege
of his glory in the face of Jefus Chrift,’ you are
thereby enabled to form juft and right ideas of
God, Chrift, and divine things—and are become
affured of the truth and reality of the things of
the gofpel. By this divine illumination, you
have a fpiritual difccrning of divine things, with
fuch clearne(s and certainty, power and efficacy,
as 1s quite different from all you ever had betore,
Let others fay and think what they will, you
know and are affured, that there is no difcerning
fpiritual things fpiritually, but in God's light—
*In thy light thall we fee light.” Orthodox
{peculatxoPs and notions in theory concerning
God, Chrift, and things divine, tho' ever fo ex-
at, give not thofe amiable apprehenfions of
divine objects, which the divinely enlightned
foul is the fubject of.—Strictly fpeaking, no na-§
tural man can form fo much as one amiable ap-
prf:hcnﬁon of God, and divine things :—For
this fuppof®s a fight and fenfe of moral beauty
and holy lovelinefs in divine obje&s—which
infpiration aflures the natural man has not. If
the ‘holy Spirit by his enlightening influences
hath fhined into the heart, you are brought
thereby to a clear affeting realizing view of
God, as an zbfolutely perfe, infinitély glorious
and amiable being. He appears altogether love-
ly—his charalter viewed in every point of light
is perfed in beauty. Abfolute fovereignty, ina
finite holinefs, and even vindi¢tive juftice, nod
appear to be glorious and amiable perfections in

thilk

( 4r
the divine nature, as well as goodnefs and mércys -

His law is viewed as holy, juft, and good—a
glorious law~—honored and magnified by the
obedience and blood of his eternal Son—sincar<
nate God. His moral government of the'uni-
verfe, is viewed full of light, glory and beauty<—
all his difpenfations toward apoflate angels and
men—ali parts of his conduét, by his word made
known, from the morning of time, down to the
day of judgment, and through eternal ages, ap=
pear right, and worthy of him as ¢ God over all¢’
Divine illumination now pierces the cloud that
obfcured the underftanding, and ecnables the
fubje&t of it, to view the Lord Jefus in a ftrong
and Rrikiong light—and his diviae and mediatos
rial glories break in upon the aftonifhed mind, |
with irrefiftable energy and {weetviolence, fothat
the heart is ravithed and charmed with hisbeauty
& excellence :——appearing as he really is, the alla,
glorious, all-loving, all-together lovely, blefidg
IMMANUEL. There now appears to be #&g"
god-like, bigh, and glorious captivating excels
lency in divine things—attended with apn expes
rimental tafte and {weet relith of the divine and
lovely beauties of holinefs. There is a fpiritual
conviction of the judgment of the reality and
certainty of the great things of the gofp%k &
which feems to bring its own internal evidence:-
with it, and to give abundant affurance that ’tis
divinely true. The enlightened mind beheolds
that unparallelled, ineffably excellent, and truly
divine glory thiniag in the goipel, which'is evi-
dential
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entxal and convincing that ‘tis the gofpel of the
~ blefled God.

Hence that of the apofile, ¢ For
our gofpel came to ycu, not in word only, but
in power, and in. the Holy Ghoft, and in much
affurance.’* Men may hold the great do&rines
of-the gofpel as matters of opinion, talk of them
by rote, and according to what they have read,
and.heard from others; but thofe who are di-
vinely. enlightened, have a {piritual conviion
of the truth of .the great things of the gofpel, as
feeing God and glory in them, fo that they be-
come to them certain divine realities—which
are full of weight, power and influence, to com-
mand their hearts and govern their lives : there-
fore they.can teftify that they have.feen the truth
of what they aflert. ¢« We {peak that we do
know, and teflify that we have feen.’ ¢ Apd I
{aw, and bear record, that this is the Son of God.’
¢ Now we believe—and know indeed this is the
Cheift."—Thus, <he that belicveth on the Son
of God, hath the witnefs in himfelf.’ I befeech

you, admit the application, while interrogated,

what reply can you make to thefe things ?—Do

you thus know God, Jefus Chrift, and things

divine ?

I proceed, if you fpiritually knew God in.
Chrift, you fee your own infinite vilenefs, and
are acquainted with felf-abafement, felf-loathin 2>
and felf-nothingnefs before him. You never
fee fo much of your own vilenefs and contrariety

to the infinite purity of the divine nature, as-
S when--

*1 Thef 1. 3,

e - -mw‘
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when you have the cleareft man
divine glory. I grant mdeed} th'{tt tbc young
convert under the firft faving 1llummat10ns., may
be fo taken up with viewing the perfection of
Chrit's righteoufnefs to jullify, and the infinite
excellence ard eternal fafety of the way of falva-
tion by Him and various new glories opening
to fight, which enga;e his attention, thf&t.for a
time, a fizht and feafe of fin and vilenefs is not
fo full and clear as afierwards. But time and
experience ferve to evince, that the more clearly
we behold the glory of God, the more we fee of
our own defilement, and want of conformity to
his moral excellences. When the enlightened
foul beholds God in the glory of his inflexible
juftice and infinite holinefs, it even trembles
before the bright and pure flame, and is feized
with the deepeft ab~cment in the view of its
own infinite unlikenefs to that fpotlefs reétitude
and perfelioh. It now crics out with thofe
worfhiping feraphims, ¢ Holy, holy, holy, is the
Lord of hofts.’ And joins with Ilaiab, the
worﬂxipingg;min:, in that humble Iauguag?,f—’-
‘Wo is me, for I am a man of unclean lips.”

- Now the faiat abhors and loaths himfelf, for

felf-wifdom, . {clf firength, felf-righteoufnefs,
feli-ends—+For finful felf, in every point of view,
faying now mine cye fees thy glory, ‘I abhor
myfelf in dult and afhes,” Beholding the tran-
fcendent goodnefs, love, and grace of God in
Jefus Chrift, the foulis abathed and confounded,
Atands dumb and fpeechle(s, at the ﬁgh.t. 'of v;ts

' | ‘own




T e
-——

own curfed ingratitude and bafe returns to him

. Eztshf}lledfwith indignation atitfelf, and a feif- °
athing f¢ 1o]at; infini 1pat]
g tor violating infinite obligations to

him. Now the fuu] f, '
Am, ces every blemith, ever
defilement, and the abomination theie i; in al);

fin, more fenﬁbly than ever, as in the light of

God'’s perfection. * Sin appears infinite]
Ty to all that is in Gdd,pti his brﬁ]incf)s’,cotg‘;gs
glory, to bng juflice, and to his grace, and be-
comes infinitely odious. And while the fcul
fees him upon a feat of majetty, and has realizing
views of his immenfity, "his felf-original, his
{pprcmacy, and cternal excellence, O, how 1t
- finks, as it were, into nothing ! and feels itfelf
lefs than an atom, in the view of the great I AM.

Now, my friends, is your knowlege of the God

ofgiogy :ﬂtefé‘tive of thefe things ?
- Sgan, 1t you truly know God, and -
quainted with him, you thereby. km.)i‘:vrc raec:;l
mortification to this world. The grafs withers
the ﬂ‘ow‘cr fade.s, and created beauties with thci;
Eltth ghmmerings difappear and eyanith when
“the glory of the Lord is revealed,’ When you
get {o near to heaven, as a {piritual fight of God’s
gloz:y will affuredly bring you, this earth it fo
fmall a point, that it cannot be feen ;2 refcn-t
Gogd unfolding his glory to view, will drife time
objects afar off—.nd  command the world to
uttr a.tf(encc. This carries the foul on high
makes it afzend mount Nebo, and P/’/gab,” gnd"

from thence it defcri : 1

e cries, by faith's fagacity, the |
[ ] ‘9 . - . ’ c‘ 3 W

promifed giories of the lmmortal fanQuary aybove' .

{o.

v —a——————

( 45 )

{ foas to become mortified and dead to all 'enjoy.

ments hers below, in point of fatisfaction .
That which the men of the world fo warmly
purfue, and fpare not to damn their fouls for,
appears but a pitiful worthlefs thing in the view
of them that fee divine glory, and know thofe
treafures of love and fweetnefs, thofe heaps of
excellences thpt are ftored up in God. They
fee the glory of God in and by the ¢rofs of Chrift,
snd by the ¢rgfs of Chrift they are crucified to
the world, and the world to them.—They look
upon the world-aply as a fleeting fhadow ; upon
heaven and glory, God and eternity, as the great-
eft realities, an:d infinitely moft worthy of their
higheft valuation. .} The reafon why people are ,
{o inordinately“ie’ love with this world and fo*
fordidly attached to it, is becaufe they konow.
not God :—~they who know God to be great
and glorious, fee every thing below him little.
A fpiritual fight of bis infinite greatnefs and
glory, fwallows up all the imaginary glories of
the world, as the fun in the heaven extinguifhes.
the light of the ftars. Examine we then, whe-
ther our knowlege of God does thus operate ?
Moreover, poly admiration and undiffembled
praife will natively flow from a {piritual know-
lege of God. When God appears upon a throne.

- ot maj fty, as felf- fufficient and the firft of beings,

the unmeafurable fountain of being, perfeétion,
and bleffednefs—and is feen in the glory of his
@ll-fufficience, as giving being to all things—in
the glory of his infinite fupremacy, as the fu-

preme
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preme of ..bf:ings:,--aﬁd the {oul has rcalizing;b‘ .dih of grace zm(d lgx?c which paffcth knowa
views of his infinite knowlegz ard holinefs, hisd I’Ca? W:\gi the ir nitely great and glorious’
bogndl.efs goodnefs, bis independency and ubis lé%; ¢ ,‘,,g‘.f,, ,‘:-;;u;;',{éih eternity, the high-and
quity, its holy wondgr and undiifembled praife, ) ; ’ Ouéww;ﬁ,ﬁw dwelteth in his high and Holy
,n{e. thb aftonithment atthe tranivendent height § f] tévc : mééed n;agke‘ K nown himfclf to, and dwell’
of infinite glory, and gracious condefcending :gv?th an on esrth ! 'Tis a truth, but an afto-
motice fuch a GOD takes of fuch a nothing. |, \hine one ! j*}ﬁly czlling for, and challenging’
¢ Lord, what is man (will the fogl fay) that thou gtxr adgmirati.oru?%nd our praife. .

takeft knowlege of him! or tBe fon of man, { 7. L oon God, as feeing his’
ahat thou makeht account of him I' That I who I'add, if you truly know : &

P - coes 8 VD9 Rolory in Chrift, your knowlege is practical-—it
m;s pl(;n;gc&i ;n .’qtzrknd@! .gu:ltavnd mifery, help~ fvill influence you fo live to, and aé for *hxsglory.’
}f_‘ i a"h. ’})Pe Cls anany w”’g;ﬁ% ;’ﬁ?f&mg abeam ¥, wwrithout knowlégs the foul cannot be good';
rom his face, nor a auwmbAof hidden maana '} . dre if the heart remain un-
\ Y 4 1 er knowldpe 1t the heartr
from his vbounty 3y menung nor will me ‘

by my i tie ull § - catanref d: be any thin
A A S ed. and the lifefanreformed; De-any g
.. fzthes of hell,and his lamirt vengeance forever, changed, and the 1te

o ¥ veny < atians an ufclefs and unprofitable:
£ that this God thro’ bis Son tive Mediator, thoald - z;lt barc,?g:qg‘e@“;:ve*light and k:fowlége 3
Jgive me the full funfhine of his prefence, the fi'b\:tn%;\vc no holy praltice. All the knowlege
 feal of his infinite eternal love,, and the firflt V. he world Al the light that can- fhine into
fruits of heaven, lo, here is the wonder of won- § ’tgeth:art*'if ;t et idly there, makes nqun the
ders | grqce! grace | Amen, Hajlelujah. 1 am ~-‘bettet‘-lﬁi’n or Boriftian. There is a mighty
be-maricled with mercy, I am ‘Glenced with 'Powc”ié.;nd’ effigicy in a fpiritual knowlege of
wonder, and muft fit dewn with aftonithment; Va1 : 8. aneimo ‘et of it,
for I cannot utter the praifeslof ],ch)ov;h Cas I God, influeneirg the fubject of ity 1o entHirOr
eught. ~ My friends, who can behgld fuch man-

{2 univerfal confprmity to the divige ,;;lrccixc.pté—é
. : SR i b | 1r{ue shpoly pra@ice with the highe
ner of difpenfation, and remau%._,difpaﬁ:onate, fand to puriue fply p 8
pnmoved, unimprefled !—1s it peflible to view

carneftnefs and dfligence—perfifting ;thcrcin; to
the boundlefs goodnefs of God, in the manifeft- Jthe end of life. *They who are acquainted with
ation of his glory, and not be filled with an

{God, are acquainted with delightful cvapgc}ica’l
: A ~ Dan & edience—towing from the noble principles
overflowing admiration and amazement, affociar 2 of f2ith and love, dire@ed by divine rules, with
ted with utmodl gratitude, at the inexhanflible §
flores and treafures of the riches of that goodnels,

“Ren ultimate view to the divine glory.. h All ‘grel;

| . | “Jrences to the knowlege of God, without fucht

and the height, and length, and depth, a;n‘d‘ Jobedience, are vain, %nd grofly delufive. The '
brca;.th 1 apoﬁlg R '
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apoftle is exprefs—¢ He that doeth evil, hath’

not {een Gud.’ |

I add, They who are truly acquainted with
God, are acquainted with ftrong deiires, that
others may be brought to the like faving know-
lege of him. They fee God to be the fupreme
good, rightful Lerd and fovereign, iufinitely

- worthy of fuperiative love, and puiverfal obedia |

ence :—They fece that in him are inexhauftible
treafures of goodnefs and grace, that he imparts

and communicates with a divine freedom—they ;

know that the bleflednefs of.than confifts in the
knowlege of him, conformity to him, and the
fruition of him——that Aeaen is inwrapt in his

fmilc, and b¢// in his frowri";;-{f hey argue from
the lefs to the greater, if thefe is fo much unut-

terable happinefs in the enjoyment of commu-
nion with God, in the prefent. twi-light ftate of
erfect conformity, and full ﬁ'uitiqn be P
gicacc the moft benevolent andyehement defires
arife in their fouls after the eternal falvation of
others :—They travel in birth for the formation
of the amiable image of Chrift'in them—ihey
find the native language of holy David, is now

theirs, faying,~‘ come and take, and fee, that

the Lord is good and gracious :"«=¢ The Spirit
and the éride fay come.’—But inafmuch as I have,

~before touched upon fome of tbefi effeéts—and
in that the time would fail to enlarge, I fhall at,

prefent only add here,

of him.

imperfection in grace, what will open vifion,

LAS"I;LY. ! )
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Lastry, Thofe who fpiritually and truly

know God in Chrift, find that the more they
know of him, the more divine comfort, ar}d the
more abundantly they have (piritual longing of
{oul excited in them, after increafing }f.nuwl?gc,
conformity to,and the'enjoyment of him. "They
well know there is that in the enjoyment of
God, which is of a foul-fatisfying nature, and
divinely comforting—that the more they know
of God, the more they are refrethed and com-
forted, and the more they yet thirft, and breathe
out their very foulsin longings after conformity
to God in holinefs, and the delightful enjoyment
When their minds (gec the reality of

the infinitely amiable and glorious attributes of
God, they feel an inconceivable delight and fa-
tisfaction in that boundlefs ocean of good and
perfe@ion, and do as it were expand, open and
firetch forth themfelves, to grafp as much of it
as they can take in—even to be filled with the
fulnefs,” with @/ the fulnels of God. They are
rot content with any fuppofed mealures of at-
tainment, in knowlege, holinefs, and comfort :
But, ¢ forgetting thole things which are behind;
they reach forth unto thofe things which are
before, and prefs teward the mark of perfeéfion.’
~—Each one crying out in himfelf, <O when
fhall I come and appear before God !” Oh when
will God come and appear glorioufly to me and
in me! Who will deliver me from this body of
death! O that mortality were {wallowed up
of life! Now, my friends, do you find thefe ef-
G Jells
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Jods and attendants of your knowlege of Gud
Do you experimentally know thefe things, and

do they abound in you? If fo, you may deaw

this comfortable conciufion, that you have that
fpiritual knowlege of God in Chrift, which is
comprehenfive of all good and blefledne (.

Use II. From what we have heard, we are
led to fee the true nature of the chriffian religion,
and how fadly miftaken many are, in point of
knowlege.—Religion is a thing of the greateft
importance in the world ; yet it feems to be the
leaft known of any thing.—There ar¢ many
controverfics and warm difputes about it, and
but little of it in the world at the fame time.
While the learned conteft, for what each party
calls truth and orthodoxy, multitudes are amufed
and kept in a fluctuating ftate of mind ;—fome
become feeptical and dejjlical—{ome fix upon
bare morality as {afett, abfurdly fuppofing tis no
matter what a man’s principles are, if he is but
honeft in them and outwardly moral, end fo has
a good life ;—juit as if a man may have true re-
ligion, tho’ be has no right apprehenfions of
God, and havea good life, while he has 4 rotten
unregenerate heart, full of enmity againft God
and his /az-—* or juft asif a corrupt tree, brings
forth good fruit,” Idowever people divide in
opinion, as to {ome czrcumflantials in religion—
there are fome Jundamental truths which all the
vatious denominations of profeiling chriftians
muft be united in, as ever they would have a
good hope of being faved, Without vain boaﬂing,I

‘the knowlege of the myflery

4
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I may boldly affert, ﬁ;xgh are the zruths we have
now been hearing. Thefe truths in {um and
fubflance muft be experimentally known, and
truly believed, or we cannot be finally faved.
That {cheme of relizion which does not includ.c
thele things ia it, mult ncceﬁ’arily fall, and fail
its fond voterics forever. Whereas they who
truly know the/e things, have eternal life in them.
Here then let us fix, come o ar eftablithed point,
and know what to depenc v yon, as to cur ever-
lafting @//.  Hereis no groana for juft complaint
of over curious {})eculntione«or abftrufc nicety
of metaphyfical diftin@* ~n—~rhefe are plair 27/
truths. Let us now briefly compendize, as it
were, in one view, what has bcen more largely
explained. True religion” comprehends in it
of God, and of
Chrift in the light of grace.  Jelus Chrift mult
be the foundation and at the bottom «f our re-
ligion—¢ for other foundation can no man lay.’
We muft fee and knowGod,as exhibiting his gla-
rious perfedtions to view,inand by the perfon &
mediationof Chrit.—InHim, ‘Godisreconailing
th2 world anto himfelf;’ in Hiin then, and no
where elie is he to be knowa to faving purpsle -
—and that as he is the reprefentative image of
God the Father. ’Tis not then to know God
as a philofopher may know fomewhat of him,
{peculating upon the glory of his creating and
governing perfeflions ; but "tis to fee him in the
glory of his redeeming attributes manifcﬁc:d}in

the
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the face or perfon of C5hriﬂ,.’ Nor is itto know
God as the lcarned Rabds fetting with the forip-
turcs before him, {peculating by the 2id of reaton
?;Ii)t",]daen.d {)eﬁlf)g in theory, how.lazge fucvex; in
; but 'tis to know God in Chrift {pir1-

tually and fupernaturally—to know him by the
- aid and illumination of the holy Spirit—by light
fhining into the heart to give the knowlege of
divine glory—Dby beholding and being charged
—¢ by the Spirit.” Tis {o to know as to have
a fenfe and relith of moral beauty and the holy
lovelinefs of God’s glorivus perfections :—"Tis a
knowlege with all thofe effeéts, which the gof-
pel aflures us, will natively refult therefrom.
In connetion herewith we may include all the
good and bleflednefs comprehended in, and an-
nexed to {fuch knowlege :—-And upon the who'e
we may fay, thele things are eminently the
gl_oFy of the chriftian rcligwion---t]'le life and feul
of it, that wherein it differs from, and infinitcly
excels whatever any falfe religien pretends unto:
—and a departure from thele things is the highc&

degeneracy from the myflery and glory of the

chriftian religion :——thc real want or abfence of
them, is the cavfe why the kuowlege and

profeflion of the truth, with very muny, is {o

- Sruitlefs, ineflicacious and wfelofs,

Usz 111, From what we have now.hcard‘, we

may infer, that miniflers of the gofpel may, and
verily ought, in the courfe of their preaching, to
iniilt very much upon the agency and opcrai‘ions
‘of the Liely Spirit, in the bufinefs of religion-—

amil

)
and that God’s people o%xght to pray much for
the divine influences. We have heard there is.
no faving knowlege of God, nor blefiednefs for
man, without the agency and operation of the
holy Spirit—therefore, as cver wWe would give
due honor to him—and promote the Redeemer’s
kingdom among men, we ought to infit much
upon the necefity, the excellency, and advantage
of bis powesful and facred minifiration. We
(hould bear this #rutbh about with us, in our
hearts, in all our prayers, in all our preaching,
and in all our converfation, that nothing will
be done to purpole, in the affair of man’s eternal
{alvation, without the agency and influences of
the holy Spirit. Inthe prefent cafe it does not,
and muft not fuffice, to give the fingle, eold and
cafual hint, concerning the boly Spirit, his office
and agency in the application of redemption.--.
hen the influences of the holy Spigipare left
cut of our divinity, or treated with #'cold ne-
gle@, can we } nefora divine blefling to attend:
us in fuch a v.ay of miniftration ? Surely we.
cannot.—The Spirit's honor is concerned to blatk
fuch defeciive performances——and we are Likely:
to waite our breath in vain.—Is not this one-
great thing that has quenched and grieved him,.
and even provoked him to manifeft his awful,
but jult, refentment, by fufpending his facred
influences, that he has no more hopor given
him, in our prayers, and in our fermons ! If
we honor him, he will honer us; but. if we de-

{pife or neglect him, what can we expe&, but

to
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to be lightly cftccmed.—{nafmuch as all faving
knowlege, and all fubtantial good and blefled-
nefs depends upon the agency and influence of
the divine Spirit, the Lord’s people oushit to
pray fervently and inceflantly for his influences

in behalf of themfelves and others. The Spirit
of God is the chisf of the bleflings, that are the

fubject-matter of a chriftian prayer ; for itis the

fum of all fpiritual bleflings; which are thofe that

we need 1nfinitelymorethan allothers, &arethofe

wherein our true and eternal happinefs confifls.

When the difciples came to Chrift, and defired

him to teach them to pray, hedire@ed them to

pray for the Holy Ghoft—<If ye being evil,

know how to give good gifts unto your children,

~ how much more thall your heavenly Father give

the holy Spirit to them tharafk him ?* Plainly

importing that the holy Spirit is the fum of all

bletlings we are to pray for—2nd alfo that there

is no blefling we have fo great encovragement

to pray for, as the Spirit of God. ’Tis abun-

dantly evident from a varicty of {criptures, that

God makes the prayers of his pecple a means

through which he executes the purpefes of his

meicy toward Zwn—and it anpears by count-

lefs prophecies and promifes, that the latter- day

glory 1s to be ulhered into the charch, cnd world,

m anfwer to the carneft incefant prayers of

God's people, In this view of things, how

ought they to pray~—‘giving the Lord no refl)’

"till he comes, -

Usye IV,

55
Use 1V. Hcence we fee the love of God té

belicvers~—and their infinite obligations to the
adorable Trinity for manifeflations of the divine
glory.—According to the divine ccconemy, there
is a certain method and order of procecding in
the work of our falvation, mutually agreed upon
by the Father, Son, and Spirit, whereby each
perfon takes and performs his proper part. I
need not ftand here, to handle this great funda-
mental point, ¢ That in the eflence and nature
of our one God, there are found a plurality of
perfons ;" I mean only to obferve, that the three
perfons in the God-head have undertaken dif-
tinct offices, or bear their feveral parts, in the
work of our falvation. God réfolving to mani-
feft all that was in him{elf, and to be glorified as
God tothe utmoft, thefe three gloricus perfons
defigned and contrived fuch works as fhould fe-
verally, and apart, ferve to mzke known, that
there were three perfons, as well as feveral ate
tributes. Thefe three perfons ciiole the work
of our falvation above all their cther werks,
wherein to make known fuch a diftin<t dilcovery
of themfelves, each having a peculiar proper
hand in our falvation : and each of thefc three
perfons will have their love diftin¢tly confidered,
and their feveral work, which manifeflts their
love diftin@ly viewed and acknowleged by be-
lievers. In the precceding difcourfe, we have
heard of ¢the great myflery of godlinefs,” the
perfon of the Son incarnate—~reprefenting in and
by his perfon and mediation, the g!oriouspcr-

! -~ fe&ions
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Ye&ions of Ged—that Sa {piritual knowlege of
thefe glorious perfetions, is by the illumination
of the holy Spirit. Now, the aflumption of
human nature by the Son, that thereby divine
glory might be exhibited to view, was by the
ordination 2nd appointment of the Father, and
by the voluntary fufception of the Son—and in
that the holy Spirit illuminates believers, that
they maybehold the divine glory; we have herein
all perfons of the adorable Trinity at work for
the falvation of belicvers—and manifefting their
love to them. God’s intent in the gofpel is as
well to fet up and magnify the three Perfons in
the believers heart, as his attributes, and the
riches of his grace and mercy in common.
Therefore we find the apoftles, at times, prefent-
ing to the believer’s view, what in 2 more par-
ticular manner, the divine Father has done for
him—what the divine Son, and what the divine
8pirit,—and how the love of each divine Perfon
is therein manifefted. The divine Father’slove
in ele@ing the believer, in laying cut all the
bleflings he thall have in Chrift, in choofing,
appointing and calling Chrift to die for him, in
giving Chrift to him, and him to Chrift, and in
imputing the death of Chrift to him :—The love
of the divine Son, in his work, in givisg him-
felf, and that fo willingly, in having an eye to
him, and fuffering for him, when he hung on
the crofs :—The work and love of the divine
Spirit, to the believer, in renovation, fanétifica-
‘'tion, confolation, and preparation for heaven.—.

Thus

(s7)
Thus we have a ditin& difcovery of the love

of all the three Perfons in their feveral workings,
and contributing to the work of our falvation.
The fum of this ceconomy and difpenfation may
be exprefled thus, viz. The Father choofes, the
Son redeems by his blood, the Spirit fanifies,
or applies and perfects the redemption.* All
is done by the Father, Sob, and Spirit, accor-
ding to their order of fubfiftence, and according
to mutual agreemcot among themfelves. The
reafons why the three perfons chofe this work
of our falvation, above all their works, wherein
to make fuch a diftin@ difcovery of themfélves;.
feem to have'becn, becaufe as the myftery of
the Trinity, is the higheft of all things to be
known of God ; fo man’s falvation was the
chiefck of all his works, therefore the greateft
ftage to difplay his glory on. In thit ceconomy
and difpenfation the love of each Perfon is ma-
nifefted, and believers in {pecial infinitely obli-

.ged unto each Perfon, and bound to praife and

glorify them accordingly. Come then, ye
divinely enlightened fouls, ye faints of the Mof?
High, come view the diftin€ agencies of the
three glorious Perfons in your falvation, and feel
the mighty force of obligation! Theit embla-
zon’d coat of arms is held up toview, to be
admired and acknowleged. Behbld, all Perfons
of the adorable Trinity, by an eneffable union,

- and blefled co-operation, engaged to promote

your eternal falvation ! the Father in cleion,
H | the

* i Pet.1. 2.
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the Son in redemption and juftification, the

Holy Gholt in fan&ification and application :

Behold, and acknowlege the infinite overflowing

love of God therein.  See how, in the affair of
your {alvation, God hatli loved you with all that
15 within him ; content nor fatisfied was he, to
thew forth all his attributes therein, and thereby
maniféfted unto us, but he would have the Per-
Sons alfo fet at work, and employed therein, and
thercby manifefted unto us.  Oh, love beyend
degrees! and obligation to praife and glorify
infinite! ¢ Blefs the Lord, oh our fouls, and
all vgi’th’i‘n us, blefs his holy name,’ let nothing
be untuned or unftruck in this concert ! What
praitss, in fublimer ftrains than Gabrie/ fongs,
are forever due to the adorable Trinity, for in<
finite excellence, and infinite love manifefted ?
The feraphs have their doxology to the facred
Trinity, ¢ Holy, holy, holy, is febovab of hofts.’
—-The primitive chriftians abounded in dcxo-
logies to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
and fo thould we. ~Before I difmifs this ufe,
fhalt I dart a thought forward, and tell you,
believers, you will be made very welcome, when
you cotne to heaven ? For each Perfon will love
his work i you. Methinks, (as to the matter
of it) the divine Father will fay, this is a foul
which 1 chofe from everlafting, and fet my beart
upon {o long ago :~—Saith Chrift, this is a foul I
reprefented and fhed my blood for on the crofs :
—And faith the Spirit, I have taken infinite
pains with it to prepare,Keep,and bring it to,tA}:isd:.
n
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And thus all rejoice and glory in it, and will
forever :—and involve our confummate eternal
{alvation, with z4eir own infinite eternal glory.
Ues V. Hence we learn, that the day of
faving illumination and converfion is a foul-
inriching, foul-happifying, blefied- making day
to the finner—worthy to be perpetually remem-
bred. In this day the perfon becomes pofieit
of that knowlege, which in its nature and qua-
lity is moft excellept—is pardoned and adjudged
righteous to eternal life—adopted into God’s
family——conformed to his moral excellences—
interefted in an infinity of divine perfe&ions,
and in the divine fubfiltences—rejoices in God,
and has a firm title to eternal life, ———Oh, blef-
{ed-making day! How immenfe the gain!
The birth-day this, of eternal glory! 'I'his the
day in which ¢the fowler’s fnare is brcken—
the prey taken from the mighty'—the empire
of (atan deltroyed in the foul, and the empire
of King Jefus ereted. This is the day of
c¢fpoufal—the day of gladnefs and joy—the day
in which the finner is transformed into the image
of the Son of Gud, and tranilated from his natiye
{tate of fin and milery, to a ftate of holine(s and
happiaefs, from unbelief to faith, from guilt
and condemnation to pardon and jufltification,
from the bondage of corruption to the glorious
liberty of the fons of God, from loathfome fil-
thinels of fieth and fpirit fo fanétification and
honor, from impotence to firength, from death
to life, and, as it were, from hell to heaven.—

The
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The day worthy to be had in everlatting remein-
h?ancci-&Bltlxt the time fails, omitting various
utes—] fhall now conclud '
gt ¢ by way of particular
First, To the people of Ged, truly ac-
quainted with him. I congratulate you in blifs
1 give you joy—Hail happy fouls! In the
name of the Lord I pronounce you bleffed ! I
bring you good news to-day—You muft die, in
order to the more full knowlege of your blefled-
nefs, that you may be knowing of it to all eter-
nity. ~ What if the effential powers of your fouls
thall be forever ftretching themfelves on all fides,
and forever drinking in larger meafures of glo-
1y *—What if yoa fhall find an eternal advance
of your heaven ?—The Godhead is an infinite
ocean of life and bleflednefs, and finite vefels

may be forever enlarging, and forever filling in
that fea of all-fufficiency :—and ther= fhall not
be the leaft diminution by imparting—nor fhall
the fouls of the tedeemed ever be nearer than at
an infinite remove from comprehenfion——
Mecan while, O ye faints! be prefling forward
ater more clear transforming views of boundle(s
divine glory.  Your God is infinitely equal to
encreafing acquaintance—and much more may
be known of him in the prefent ftate than many
* of his children conceive. I know many of his

people, who long fince their firt acquaintance
with h:m, did not apprehend fo much of him,
would ever be known and enjoyed in the prefent

life, as they are now affured may be by their

@Wil
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own happy cxpcrictgcc. I am fearing fome of
you don’t know at what a high rate you may live
with heaven, while here upon earth. Afpire
after the fulleft meafures of conformity to God,
enjoyment of him, and affurances of his love.
Let the weakeft long to be as Davsd, and the
David’s as the angel of the Lord before him.
"Tis no fault to defire to be as good, as holy, as
happy as an angel of God. Awake, arife, O yo
faints ! Thereis infinitely much more in God,
purfue after it, 'till you have gotten as much as
a crcated being can receive.—As3 acquainted
wish the glorious all-fuflicient Jehovuh, have
recourfe to him and converfe with him, at all
times, and upon all occafions—live upon him,
and grow great in him-—and f{o walk before and
with him, as that others may be induced to glo-
rify him. Do all you can in your proper fpheres
to bring others into acquaintance with your
God. You live furrounded with thoufands ef
perithing immortals, who know not, nor wi//
to know God in Chrift. Alas, for them! they
are going with dreadful precipitancy to the
burning lake—to the pit of darknefs—to dark-
nefs without light—to pain without ecafe~and
to forrow without joy, and know it not. O pity
them ! and pray, pray hard, for them=-as E/fjab
for his fervant, that their eyes may be opened.
—Pray much for the latter-day glory. Pray,
rejoice, and praife evermore. Take the comfort

‘of what God has done for you, and give him

the glory. Adore the myftery of the fncarnation,
and
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and blefs God #ucarnate ; for this is the ground
of all your faving knowlege, and of all your
bleflcdnefs. Hold in view, and long for the
perfection and felicity of the fanGuary of im-

mortality. For the open vifion and fruition of

God in glory, and a participation of thofe ever
encreafing glories and wonders, which will for-
ever excite the frefheft efforts of the moft ex-
alted love and praife :—To which let your fouls
fay, amen, and join the everlafting Harvrervu-
JAHs ! | |

. SecoNDLY, To firners in a ftate of fecurity.
Jt may juftly feem wonderfuol that there fhould
‘be any of this charater in a chriftian affembly ;
yet ‘tis to be feared fome fuch there are. Ye
flupid immortals, what, brought up among
bibles and mipifters all your days, .and yet un-
~mindful of yourimmortal concernments ! Your
Rupidity is enough to firike every human breaft
‘with trembling awe, and the whcele creation
‘with deep furprize ! FHow can you forget thofe
things for which you have a memory given you ?
Vorget the eternal God, eternal joy, eternal woe,
and that juft Jaw, by the fanction of which you
;are.condenined to be burnt in a fire that is eter-
na ¢ Geeat is the finfulnefs of your prefent
fdowity, asit impliesin it, the vileft injuftice,
rebellion, and prefumption~—and proceeds from
the accurfed principles of infidelity and enmity

.2gainlt God—and horribly refle¢ts upon all his

infinite ateributes, It is ablolutely inexcufable,
and extreme folly, even to madnefs and difirac-

tion,
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ticn. Your fins rival the ftars for multitude,
are red as crimfon in their aggravations, have
brought the wrath and curfe of God upon you——
and expofe you every nioment to be firuck dead:
and damned at orice, and that moft aggravated-
ly, as well as eternally. Poor fecure finner,
'tis furely high time to awake out of fleep, for
your damnation flumbers not. Acquaing,nbwi
yourfelf with God, and become reconciled to
him, or expe to know him as ar. = refiftable,
omnipotent, everlafling enemy. I befeech you
to repeat a few words after me, fecure finner,—
if I fleep on in fecurity a little longer, without
acquaintance with God, how fhall I meet death ?
—Let me give the anfwer, finner,~—You wilf
meet death—that king of terrors to nature, ia
all the forms of terror and overwhelming amaze-
ment/ O my foul, what will the day of eter-

nal judgment be to thee, if thou fleepeft on

eftranged from God? I will tell thee, finner,
it will be the day of vinditive juftice—the day
to hear the dire arathama, the thunder of al-
mighty vengeance—*depart ye curfed.'———Q
sternity, eternity, eternity, what wilt thou be
to me, if I fleep on a little longer in fin, without
acquaintance with God ! Let etérnity anfwer,
an cternity of mifery, mifery, unfpeakable mi=-
fery ! What {ay you, finner, are you willing to
be milerable, compleatly miferable, and forever
fo ? Eternity in milery, no end tolofs, no end
to torment, is all defpair 7 O this is the Hell

f H./l' Awake, awake, and flce from the wrath
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to.come! You who are young people, in fin
dnd fecurity, I prefume, you intend to become
ferious-and pious in fome fature time, that is,
you flatter yourfelves fo.—But let me tell you,
this is the beaten road to hell: No doubt thou-
fands now in hell once had the fame intention
you now have. What if death fhould cut you
down between the prefent now, and that period
of time in which you intend to become religious?
You give up the ghoft, and where are you ?
are not to rifque your eternal all on fleetin

breath ; but now acquaint yourfelves with Ged,
even to-day, for to-morrow may be too late
forever. Ye ungodly finners of every age and
order, by the dread authority of the eternal God,
by the terrors of death, and the final judgment
Day, by the joys of heaven, and the torments of
hell, and by the value of your immortal fouls, 1
intreat, I charge, Tadjure you, to awake out
of your fecurity, and arife from the dead, and
acquaint yourfelves with God in Chrift. ‘

~ Tuirpry, To awakened Sinners.——Some
fuch I am willing to hope there are, who have
conviction of fin and guilt, mifery and dangér,
making the all-important inquiry ¢ Sirs, what
muft we do to be faved * Now is yous . time
if ever to become acquainted with Go S ipw
while his Spirit is {triving with you, by convice
tions and admonitions of confcience. ‘Tis the
office and” province of the holy Spirit to com-

vince of fin, righteoufnefs, and judgment——and |
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make application of teuemption. A work
this of equal neceflity as that of impetration ot
precuremient. Here neither the word written,
nor the word preached, dor ordinances, - nor
ptovidences aré adequate caufes' in themfelves ;
but intirely depend on the action of a fuperior
caufe, for all their fuccefs and efficacy. Where
the holy Spirit fufpends his gracious prefence,
there is all weaknefs, and darknefs, and dead-

"pefs, in the fouls of men :=—but where he di-

vinely exerts the powers of his office and the
perfedtions of his nature, there is proportionable
ftrength, light, and life. He can do all his
pleafure without controul ; however he ﬁrlycs
with. finpers for a limited time only, and being
refified and grieved he often withdraws bis for-
feited prefence, and righteoufly gives them up
into the hand of their own counfel. And if he
departs with a refolve to return no more, ftrict-
ly fpeaking, the finner’s day of grace is over,
and gone forever, 'Tis therefore of infinite
moment to awakened finners now to becomeg
teconciled to God through Chrift. There muft
be no interpofing delay in an affair of fuch infi-
nite and eternal confequence ! Now ¢ the
Spirit and the bride fay, come, and let him that
heareth fay, come.’—Will you, can you, dare
you dafh gofpel offers back in the face of hea-
ven ! °'Tis infinitely petilous / Now you
will likely make or break for an endlefs eternity

- As your convittions ifflue, fo will your ftate

probably be fotever. Is it poffible for you,

I who
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who are convinced of your fhameful folly, and

hateful impiety, in that you have ran away

(with, the prodigal) from the Father of mercies,
to feed on fwines hufks~—whe fee all created
good infinitely incapable to felicify your fouls—
who find and feel yon muft have God for your
almighty friend, portion and happinefs——wha
fee his juftice in dooming of -you to flaming

ruin forever—who are convinced you muft be”

changed, or muft be damned cternally——
I {ay, is it poffible for you to heflitate one
moment, waether you will be happy or
~ miferable for an endlefs evermore }——=How
long will you ftand halting between two ?~——
~I{ow long will you go on to defpife God,:
and refufe his love, and all the bleflednefs of
acquaintance and peace with him ?{—~—Why
‘will you longer make light of that, which you
can't poflibly over-vaiue ¢ Now the great and
‘'mighty Monarch of Heaven frecly tenders ycu
.an alliance and acquaintance with himfelf—and
a marriage uaion with his Son,—fog which
¢ all things are.ngw ready.'——=The heavenly
Bridegroom, the King of Glory, is come :
Behold, He is come,” and now knocks at the
door—* Lift up yous heads ye gates, and be ye
* lift up ye everlafting doors, and the King of

glory will come in!" Give him the empire

38 your hearts, ye perithing finners, and crown
him with the honor of your eternal {alvation. —

‘Inaword, to concludc, I have now, my dear

hearers, fet life and death, the blefling and . %%

the curfe before you.~Next to the glory of
_Kod,s
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God, and the honos of 7Chriﬁ our Lord, I have
done it to the end, that faints may have in-
creafing views of their bleflednefs, and their
obligations to the triune God ; and thagiinners
may be drawn to the acceptation of gof-
pel offers of falvation.  But how infinitely
thort muft all defcriptions fall of the impor-
tance and excellence of knowing God in Chrift ?
May you and I, who fpeak and hear of thefe
things, may every foul of us be made ff: hagpy, ?
as to have the Father of lights beaming into

us with the knowlege of his glory in the face

of Chrift, and learn the extent and glory of

this bleffednefs, by fweet and cverlafting ex-
perience. =

L

" AMEN and AMEN,




