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THE OUTLOOK.

I‘l' 18 rarely the case that The Christian Union con-

tains so mavy papers of serious consequence and
Permanent value as are to be found in this week’s
lssue. The *¢ Revolt Against the Baloon” gives a
comprehensive account of the present status of the
political temperance movement in this country ; Dr.
Briggs interprets the attitude of the Preabyterian
Charch toward Ohristian union on the basis of the
Bichops' declaration ; George Tallman presents the
“ Lindlords’ Side of the Irish Question,” drawn
from a careful study of original documents; Mr.
Boot gives an account of the suocess and effect of
one of the largest profit-sharing experiments in this

{ Eorrona.

o~

recommendations : no less than the complete separa-
tion of the Busipess and Missionary Departments,
the sale of the present Tract House, the substitution
of contract work for its present printing and binding
establishment, and the discontinuance of the ** Illus-
trated Ohristian Weekly,” together with some other
measures of constitutional reorganization to make the
work of the Soclety more efficient.

It looks very much as if the Salisbury Ministry,
with its usual bad luck, had made a blunder in
connection with the publication of the alleged Par-
nell letter in the London ¢ Times.” 8ir Cbarles
Lewis, a thoroughgoing Oomservative, led the Goy-
ernment into the blunder by
printer of the * Times ” should be brought to the bar
of the House in order to substantiate
against a member of the House,

Sir Charles Lewis was, of course, to disconcert the
Irish party, but his enterprise seriously miscarried.
The Ministry refused to sustain ihe motion, and pro-
preed instead to support the Parnellites in an aotion
for libel against the ** Times.” Everybody in Eng-
land knows that such an action would be like an old-
fashioned Irish comedy, a roaring farce ; and the
action of the Ministry is univereally interpreted as
disingenuous and insincere. An attack has been
o.ade of & eerious kind on the Irish party, and when
& proposition was made to meet it by Parliament-
ary inquiry, the Government has avoided the issue
and proposed a procedure which everybody knew
must be fruitless. The result is to strengthen mate-
rially the hands of Mr. Parnell, and to deepen the
impression almost universal in England that the
letter is a forgery, and that in spite of this faot the
Government 8 willipg to make capital out of it.
English love of fair play makes even the Torles shrink
from such a political trick.

Paris has always regarded itself as the capital of
civilization, the city most free frcm provincialism
and most thoroughly wedded to large ideas of things ;
but there i8 no city in the world in which provineial
feeling is 80 easily aroused as in the capital of France.
There is probably hardly another city of the first
rank in which a national antipatby would vent itselt
on the operas of a dead composer, eepecially if that
composer happened to be a recognized master. 3nt
this is the sort of thing that Paris has been doing
during the last week ; and it has gone 80 far that the
Wagner operas have been withdrawn from the stage
where they were being performed. Great mobs in
the neighborhood of the theater worked up their
ancient antipathies by the familiar cries heard when
the French armies were leaving Paris sixteen years
ago, ‘‘ Down with Germany,” ‘‘ Oa to Berlin,” etc.
This ebullition of feeling grows out of the Schnae-
beles episode, which seems to have produced in Paris
just the sort of disclosure of French feeling which
some people think Bismarck would like to bring to
light. The whole affair has been extremely childish,
and leads an ontsider to believe that much of the
unreality and sham which predestined the defeat of
the French in their great struggle with Germany
still remains. A strong and great people do not
manifest their indignation by attacking works of
art.

A well-informed correspondent gives in another
columa an acoount of the present political movements
against the saloon. We have not seen anywhere else

ocountry, that of Ara Qushman & Oo. ; and an original
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80 complete and comprehensive a view of this uprising

demanding that the

serious charges
and therefore
against the hounor of the whole body. The motive of
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to defend her home and her children from the
Davourer. Ouar correspondent well entitles this *¢ The
Revolt Against the Saloon,” It is exactly this. If in
many lccalities it takes the form of a determination
to sweep ont of American life all use of aleoholic
lignors as a beverage, this is becanse as' yet no way

'to close the saloon has been clearly formulated which

does not prohibit all sales of liquor for purposes of
beverage, rather than because a majority of the
American people desire by law to regulate the diet of
the home or the appetite of the individual. The
politician is as blind as a bat who, in the light of the

pacify it with platforms and promises. The intelli-
gence and conacience of the Nation are determined not
to be dominated by its Ignorance, is greed, and its
appetite. The coming contest is to be one between
the brains of the plain Ppeopleon the one side and the
pocket of an oligarchy and the difeased appetite of
its victims on the other ; in such a oontest thery can
be but one issue in this country. The Democratic
party is natarally the anti-saloon party in the South ;
the Rspublican party 1s naturally the anti saloon
party in the North ; but if the latter does not epeedily
realize both its duty and its opportunity, its oppor-
tunity will be gone' and its duty will be sssumed
by a more faithfal representative of the moral
interests of the Nation. In Kansas and Iowa the
Republican party is a party of temperanoce ; but it is
not in Ohio, New York, and Pennsylvania. We do
Dot suppose that the leaders at Albany will pay much
attention to the warnings of such a paper as The
Ohbristian Union ; but we pat on record here the
prophecy that unless they offer the people of this State
something better than the Vedder bill, unless they
put their party at the Aead of this anti saloon revolt,
the exodus which they have already seen from the
party will be insigoificant in comparison with that
which they will see. The anti-saloon Republicans
are to hold a meeting soon in New York Oity, in
which addreases are promised by Senator Evarts and
other prominent party men. This is very well ;
we welcome it. But what is more important is
some definite plan for dealing with the saloon
problem, adopted by such leaders, with a sink-or-

awim, live or die, survive-or-perish commitment to

it. We belleve we speak for great numbers of old-
time Republicans when we ssy that we would sooner

Joln the Prohibitionists in a movement to forbid all
sale and r ‘nufacture of alcohol as a beverage, and

trust to. _ future to guard against the inevitable
reaction-rrom this un American legislation, than to
follow shilly-st ally, dilly-dally leaders, who offer
their matins to the Good Lord and their vespers to
the Good Devil, and betweenwhiles cast nets for
temperance votes.

‘ Bradstreet’s Journal ” has been inquirisg into
the views of the commercial public re: pecting the
new Inter State Commerce law, and it appears from
the report that, if the dissatisfaction has not been
overrated, the positive satisfaction with tke law has
been greatly underrated. While some are doubtful],
and some think the effect of the law unfavorable,
and others do not recognize any serious effect pro-
duced by it, a very considerable proportion consider
that the advantages already gained more than coun-
terbalance the disadvantages. In New York Oity,
out of fifty-six shippers interviewed, twenty five ex-
preased favorable opinions as to the effect of the law.
The ! Inter:Ocean” of Ohicago-has been conducting

-
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THE OHRISTIAN UNION.

METHODS IN CHURCH WORK.
I1.—BISHOPS.

By TBE REV., 8MITH BAKER.

HE office of a Congregational minister includes M

the functions preacher, pastor, and bishop. As
preacher, be is teacher of the people ; as pastor, he is
the personal adviser of his people in their spiritual needs ;
and as bishop, he is the presiding officer and leader of
the church in fta organized and aggressive capacity.
This last is one of the most essential departments of
ministerial life, and for the want of which quite one-half
of our churches are ineficlent. The church not only
needs indoctrinating into the truths of the Gospel, and
private disciples need sympathy, but the church needs
leadership. Many of our churches are simply preached
to. Onehalf of our ministers are true, kind, gentle-
manly, and affectionate pastors—delightful men to meet
soclally ; but as for organizing the church funto active,
aggreesive work, they are as deficlent as wooden men.

A sound preacher and a pleasant pastor may be almost
useless for the want of leadership power. To simply go
tbrough the intellectual exerclse of preaching and the
socis] life of a pastor s to lose very much the ¢fficlency
of both, Our churches bave been held back by essay-
readers and pleasant pastors who would not wake up to
the responsibility ¢ f lead: rship. Buch amiable gentlemen
would not be choten by our sister denominations as
bishop over a State or Territory. No; the question is,
Cin he lead the churches into aggressive work t The
great sin of Christisuity, personslly and collectively, is
lazlness, The world has always been advanced by
leaders, and no church needs leadership more than the
Congregational. True, Christ 18 our leader; but he
always leads through men, as he preaches through men.

A bishop is not simply to go round preaching fine ser-
mcns, and confirming such comverts as are brought to
kim, and making pleasant visits to his rectors, but he is
to push the activities of the church 88 a general in the
field. Thus every Congregational minister is 1o exercise
his bishopriec.

Ouze of the proofs of the divinity of the Gospel 18 that
fn so many places it holds its own under such poor
leadcrship. Men who could not lead a company in a
regiment, or preside at a common town meeting,
or make ewvn a second hand In the weaveroom of
a factcry, are placed over the splcitual Interests of a
community. Our mieslonary sccletles wlil send men to
take charge of churches and ask us to support them—
men whom no insurance company or poliifcal party
would employ.

The church was not made to simply * hold {ts own,”
but to aggress ; and one-balf of our missionary churches
remain, year after year, always without grcwih, simply
through ineficient ministers. A minister is called to be
a leader. Not a dictator, or commsnder, or scolder, or
criticiser, or to tell peopls what they skail do, but to be
a leader. He I8 never to ask his people to do what he
does not do, or to glve without glving also, or to
20 where he will not go. He is to be where he would
have his people be. He is to practice his own preach-
ing before he preaches it.

2 Theblshop ie a watchman. Heis constantly to re-
connoiter ; to be on the lookout for all possible new ways,
mesns, and places of advaucing Christ’s kingdom ; to
study the latest and best methods of work in the Sunday-
school and in the prayer-meeting ; to wisely experiment
and {nvent new ways ; to keep out of formality ; to prac-
tice the common words, enterprise and progression, in
church management. The mluister is no longer in the
seminary, but in the fleld, and his speculations are not
to be about the truth, but about reaching men. There is
much which 18 called ¢ waiting for the Spirit” which s
only religious inco'ence and spiritual stupldity. The
world moves on, not in its fundamentsl Jaws, but in {ts
spplicati-nof thelaws ; thusthe great truths of the Gos-
pel are * the same yesterday, to day, and fcrever,” but
the methods of presenting and working tt em'change with
the generations. The church {is not suvffering so much
from the want of new and fresh thought as from the
want of new and fresh work. It Is easler to speculate
1han to work, and 1szy men would rather philosophizs
about the truth than use it. The minister is to be up
with the times, or humanity and the Spirit of God will
leave bim behind.

8 The bishop is to be an organ!zar ; his business is to
lay out work for his people, not try to do {t all himself,
or permfit two or three persons to do it, or walt for volun-
toers, but call out snd put in use the gifts of his people—
glve them something t3 do. Ia fourfifths of all our
communities the churches have all the wealth and intel-
ligence and opportunities they need for growth. What
they need 18 organizing—campaigniog. Too many
min!sters preach, and then walt for the Spirit to use the
truth ; but the truth must become incarnate in the
church, and then the Spirit will useit. We need less of
literary gontlemen and more generals in the pulpit. Not
less learning, but more use of men. ‘ The truth, the
truth | Oh, yes, the truth I” Oae becomes sick of hear-

ing this constant ‘‘ cant ” about the truth. Our churches
are dyspeptic with undigested truth. What is needed
i the organized use of the truth. Ministers are not only
to use the truth, but use men, and then the Spirit will
use both, A preacher who spends more than six hours
a day In his atudy wrongs himself, his people, and his
'aster. A Congregational bishop {s not to neglect his
study, but give It the firat p'ace, and an honest place ;
but he {s also to be in the fleld marshaling his forces for
the advancement of Christ’s kingdom. This, then, is
what is needed In ocountry and in city : ministers who
are bishops, who lead their people, who watch for
opportunities, and who organiz2 their people.

WHO ARE YOU?

By HExrRY W. HULBERT.
N his “ A Tale of Two Citles ” D'ckens has given a
suggestive reprerentation of a common experience in
the life of a thoughtful individual. The Dover Mall,
on that late November night, steaming up Shooters Hill,
bad as passengers three men buttoned to the cheekbones
in their great-coats, who eyed each other askance with a
mutual suspicion. Two of them trudged along in j wck-
boots beside the lumbering coach. *‘Not one of the
three could have said, from ar ything he saw, what either
of the other two was like ; and each was bidden under
almost as many wrappers from the eyes of tke mind as
from the eyes of the body of his two companions. In
those days travelers were very shy of being confidential
on a short notice, for anybody on the road might be a
robber or in Jeague with robbers .. . The Diver Mall
was in {ts usual genfal position that the guard suspected
the passengers, the passengers suspected one another
and the guard, they all suspected everybody else, and
the coachman was sure of nothing but the horses.” The
walking passengers stopped when the coach stopped
and advanced when it advanced. ‘' If any one of the.
three had had the hardihood to propose to another to
walk on alittle ahead {n the mist and darkness, he would
have put himself in a fair way of getiing shot {nstantly
as a highwayman.” Suddenly a horseman comes splask-
ing up behind, and calls for one Mr. Jarvis Lorry. The
gentleman of that name answers, and is eagerly assisted
out of the coach, {ato which the whc 13 party had hastily
scrambled, and the door is slammed and locked behind
him. The horseman turns cut to be an Inxccant busi-
pees messenger, who 18 dlsmissed after a short delay.
““ With those words the passenger opened the coach door
and got in ; not at all asslsted by bis fellow-passengers,
who had expeditiously secreted their watches and purses
fn their boots, and were now making a general pretense
of being asleep, with no more definite purpose than to
escape the hazird of originating any other kind of
action.”

This isolated relation which man sustalns to man,
soul to soul, of which Dickens has here given us a
superficial yet striking fllustration, is a matter of common
experience. If there is any knowledge more pres:ing
in {ta demands upon us in this life of aciion tban a
knowledge of ourselves, it is a thorough acquaintance
with the characters of thote with whom we are thrown
In ocntact. We approach here two mysterious realms,
two ‘‘ unmapped ” continents, at oncethe most fascinat-
ing and still elusive subjects for con:ideration that life
presents to us. Who and what am I ? Who and what
are you? This latter Interrogative comes again and
again 1o a thoughtful man as he enters some crowded
hall or car, and merges his individnality into the muli-
tude. B:hold, as many mysteries as there are people!
Yonder mar with a bald head and benign countenance,
faultless dress and attentive companion ; across the way,
a fair-haired schoolgirl, looking with dreamy eyea out
of the window ; just ahead, notice that sharp eyed bual-
ness man absorbed 1n the morning paper : where are their
thoughts, and what the secrets of their souls ? Yes, this
fact of isolation is at times still more evident in lives
\Inked togetber by the cloeest earthly tles. As we grow
together we grow apart. The summit of the mountain
seems to leave us as we near it. The mystery of
life takes on more gigantic proportions as we attempt to
penetrate it. Each soul is like a lonely island in the
great ocean. Its direct commuoications are up, not out.
It is true, thank heaven ! that sweet birds from other
climes do filt across the waste of waters and sing and
build thefr nests and rear their young ; seeds float along
with tidal currents, and spring up to beautiful luxuri
ance on the adopted soll; and at intervals of time
white-winged ships bring across rich freightage that
warms and feeds the needy heart that waits; the same
glad sun aud moon and stars bring heavenly thoughts
to the dwellers on these solitary islands. Yet they must
ever remain salone.

The genial Autocrat of the Breakfast-table has some-
where said that when two individuals are in conversa-
tion there are In reality 8'x people talking. This is the
solution : (1) I a8 I really am ; (2) You a8 you really are ;
8) I as I think I am; (4) You as you tkink you are ;
(8) I a8 you think Iam ; (6) You as [ think you are. -It
is impossible to reduce this number. We can never

know people just aa thoy are. Qar knowledge of our

Vol. 36, No. 19,

ignorance should alwpys make ohnlhbhourhudlud
hearts. Beware of trespaming within the sacred pr.
olnets of others | The couplet of Bumﬂnymm’
in the most superficlal concerns of life (indeed, pe
wrote on secing a louse on & woman's bonnet) ;

% O wad some power the giftie gie us
To see oursel’s as ithers see us.”

As the old parish clerk, Mr. Marcy, in George Elloty
* 8llas Marner,” says, “ There’s allays two ’pinions.
there’s the ’pinion & man has o’ himsen, and there’s th.'
*pinion other folks have on him. There'd bs two 'pin.
fons about a cracked bell 1f the bell could hear itse)f
The fact that s man may have a very inadequate know].
edge of his external appearance furnishes no evidence
that his critics possess any clearer information in regard
to his true character than he does himself, ‘‘For who
among men knoweth the things of 8 man save the apirit
of man, which is in him ?”

Heo alone knows us who made us, 'We know othery
by knowing ourselves. We know ourselves by knowing
God and his plan for us. The rule of high thinking
and true feeling is goldem. * Therefore all things
whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you, do
ye even g0 to them.”

_———————=

TERMS OF CHRISTIAN UNION.

By ProrFEssor CHARLES A. Brices D.D.

HE House of Blshops of the Protestant Episcopal

Church, in council assembled, October 20, 1886,
{ssued a declaration expressing a desire for Christisn
union, and presenting four terms ‘‘ as essentfal to the
restoration of unity among the divided branches of
Ohristendom.” The Presbytery of New York at their
reoent meeting unanimously sent up an Overture to the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church fn the
United States of America, rcquesting the adoption of s
Response which is included in the Overture, or some-
thing equivalent thereto,

The Response proposed by the Presbytery of New
York recognizes the four terms proposed by the House
of Bishops as
¢“g fair basis for conferenoe with a view to union and
co operation ia Christian work. They think there are pos-
sibilities of union and of co-operation in the general work
of the Christian cburch, and that this may be accomplished
without the sacrifice of any important doctrine or ussge ot
the churches. Accordingly, they propose that, in hope and
furtherance of ¢uch a union, they do hereby appoint a com-
mittee to confer with similar committees -that mey be
appointed by other Christian churches.

1. This isa plain acceptance of the four terms as a
basis of union, and it advances to the practical result of
appolnting a committee of confererce. If the General
Assembly appoint the committee of conference proposed
in this Overture, then it will be for the House of Bishops
to give point to their own Declarstion and appoint a
simfilar committee. The last General Council of the
Congregational churches appointed such a commiltes,
There will then be three committees representing
the three great churches which oontended for the
mastery in Great Britain in the seventeenth century.
The work of Christian union may then be recewed
where it waa left cff at the Savoy Conference in 1661.
It is desirable that the other Christian churches of
America should appoint simflar committees. So far a8
the Presbyterian Church isconcerned, they are ready to
meet the House of Blshops in conference on the basis of
their own terms, and strive with them for some practical
scheme of church unfon. The Cverture of the Presby-
tery of New York has been adopted by a large number
of Presbyteries in different parts of the land, and similar
overtures have been adopted by other Preabyteries, so
that it is altogether likely that the Reeponse of the Pres-
bytery of New York, or some similsar one, may be
adopted by the General Astembly. This, then, will be
an important advance upon the Declaration of the
House of Blshops.

2. The House of Blshops do not propose any practical
scheme of church union. With all their earnest desire
for Christian union, it seems to us they do not face the
real {ssue that must be determined ere the first step can
be taken In the dfrection of practical unfon. Therecan
be 'no union without the mutual recognition of the
ministry of the several distict branches of Christendom.
There can be no real conference unless the House of
Bishops are prepared to recognize the Presbyterian,
Oongregational, Methodist Eplscopal, Lutheran, and
other Christian churches as true churches of Jesus Cbrist.
Here is the doubt that sticks in the mind of the ministry
of the non-Eplscopal churches, Wil the House of
Blshops of the Protestant Episcopal Church appoint &
committee of corferemce to meet our committoes after
they have been appointed ?

The Presbytery of New York felt that it was thelr
simple duty under the circumstances to bring this
question to an issue in thelr jadgment upon the four
terms, as follows: '

“ IV, The Goneral Assembly of Bishops and Eldersof the
Presbyterian Churoh in the United States unite with tbe
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tered with unfailing use of Christ’s words of institution and
of the elements ordained by him.’ Bat they regard it as
their own duty also to affirm that there are only two sacra-
ments ordained by Christ, and that the divine grace is not
conferred in theee sacraments by auy virtue in them, or in
them that de administer them, but by the Holy Spirit, who
uses them as means of grace for worthy recelvers.”

The judgment of the P:esbytery of Now York upon
the four terms amounts to this—that they are a basis f)r
unfon fu the general work of the Christlan Church.
There are poesibilities of union in the way of federation
of Christlan churches to further the general interests of
Christianity fn Awmerica and in the world. Such s union
is feasible, and is highly important. 'We should set our
faces Inthat direction. Thesefour terms are a sufficlent
basis for that.

But any further union fs at present out of the question.
Presbyterians deem it their duty to maintain their own
principles. They expect that other Christian churches
will do the same. They have no {dea that the Protestant
Eplecopal Church will di vest itself of the Book of Com.
mon Prayer and the XXXIX Articles, or that they will
abolish the House of Blisthops as a separate body from
the IT)use of Clerical ard Lay Dalegates n order to fall
back upon the Nicene Church. Nomoredo we expect that
the Methodist Eplscopal Church should abaudon thelr
Arminfanirm, or the Baptists thelr doctrine of baptism,
or the Lutherans thefr views of the Lord’s Supper, or the
Congregationalists thelr views of the local church. Pres
byterfans recognize the P rotestant Episcopai Caurch asa
true church, an jmportant part of the Church of Christ.
They recognizy the priests of the Protestant Eolscopal
Church as true ministers, and the bishops of the P otest-
ant Eplecopal Church as preslding presbyters. They are
ready to unite with them in some general plan of church
unfon, without expecting that they will put aside any-
thing that they hold dear. They take the same position
to the other Cbristian churches. As Preshyterians they
are unwilling to lay asf 1e thefr principles as Protostants, as
Calvipists, and as Puritans, They continue to hold these
principles, and are as firm in thelr adherence to them as
ever. They are not willing to abandon these principles
even for suck a boop as Christlan union. Truth and
honesty are more important than unity. At the same
time they sre ready to unite with thoee who do not
agr e with them. ‘They do mot propose to impose
thefr prirc'ples on others. They sre as willing as were
thelr fathers, the Presbyterlan ministers of London, in
the seventeenth century, to adopt the motto of Jeremiah
Burroughs, * Varlety of opinions and unity of those
tbat hold them may stand fogether,” and to follow the
banner of Rupertus Meldenius, * In necessariis unitas,
11 non neccssariis Wbertas $n utrisque carilas.”

House of Blshops of the Protestant Epfecopal Church in
recoguizing ¢ the Historic Epfecopate locally adapted in the
methods of its administration to the varying needs of the
pations and peoples called of God into the unity of his
church.! They themselves adbere to the Presbyter bishop
of the New Testsment and the apostolic times. They find
this Presbyter-bishop in all ages of the church in unbroken
succeseion until the present day. They have endeavored to
adapt this Presbyterial-eplscopste to the needs of the

American people, and are ready to make any further

adaptations that may seem to be necessary or important,

and that do not confilet with the teachings of the New

Testament. At the same time, they deem it their duty to

test!fy against any claim of the diocesan episcopate to the

exclusive right of ordination, as without warrant from the

Ward of God, and as one of the chief barriers to Christian

“'w‘”

There is nothing polemical in this. It is intemded to
be s frank statement of the Presbyterian position, with
which the vast maj rity of American Christians in the
non-Episcopal churches concur. The ministry of the
Presbyterian Church are biskops no less than the
bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church. The min-
isterlal commissioners at the General Assembly bear
thetr commissions as ** bishops.” In the Form of Govern-
ment of the Presbyterlan Church, under the head of the
Officers of the Church, it is sald : * The ordinary and per-
petual officers in the church are, bishops or pastors ; the
representatives of the people, usuallystyled ruling elders;
and descons.” The ministry of the Presbyterian Church
ordinarily prefer the more humble title of minister, but
thelr official title is always bishop. Here, indeed, is the
easentfal difference between the Presbyterian and the

* Protestant Episcopal churches—that the former follow
the Naw Testament in applying the term bishop to the
pastor of the congregation, while the latter follow the
umge of the later times. The real question is, how far
the House of Bishops are willing to go in their adap-
tation of the historic eplsoopate ; whether they are will-
ing to reduce it to the Now Testament dimensions, such
ssare found Jn the non-prelatical churches, or whether
they will unite with the Presbyterfaus on the middle
ground proposed by Archbishop Uasher, or whether
they still inaist upon prelatical episcopacy.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in
the United States of America represents nearly 6 000
ministers ; the related Presbyterian and R-formed bod-
les have 5 000 ; the Congregational, upwards of 4 000 ;
the Methodist group have 26 000 ; the Lutheran, neatly
4000 ; the Biptists, 20 000 1In their judgment on this
polut, unless we greatly mistake, the Presbytery of New
York express the views of more than 65 000 ministers.
vho are the New Testament bishops of more than ten
million communfcants, It is vain to think of any scheme
of Cbristian union that refuses to recognizs these ministers
snd these churches. The House of Blshops of the Prot-
etant Episcopal Church, representing less than 4 000
mioliters and 400 000 communicants, do not meet this
question in thetr Daclaration any further than to indicate
s willingnees to adapt the historic episcopate.

010 explicit and generous word on this point would
have been more effective for Christisn union than all that
the Declaration really contains. The Presbytery of Nsw
York deemed it their duty, for the sake of truth and
Highteousness and in the interests of union, to give their
Judgment firmly on this point, and we think that they
6xpress the views of all the non-prelatical churches, and
of the great msj irity of the Christians of Great Britain
and Americs,

8. The Presbytery of New York express thelr emtire
tgreement with the four terms of the House of Blshops
814 falr basds for conference with a view to union, At
the same time they explain that 1’ 18 tZeir own duty to
ifirm and testify to something more than is expressed
by these terms. They do not propose these things as
sdditlons to the terms of unjon as if they would exact
them of any other body of Christians, but they distin-

guleh between the common basis of union and their own
Special duty as Presbyterians, 'This distinction is Clearly
brought out in thelr Responte, and is the basls of the
Most important practical item in the whole paper,
vherein we find the most significant advance beyond the
Declaration of the House of Bishops in the direction of
Christfan union :

"1 They are glad to unite with all Christian churches in
the recognition of * the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New

THE GODSON. -
A POPULAR LEGEND.
By Lyor N. TousTor
[ Translated for The Christian Union by S @. C.]

‘‘ Ye have heard that it bath been said, An eye for an eye, and
a tooth for a tooth. But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil.”
—~8t. Matthew v, 39, 89.

‘* Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord."—Rom.
xi1, 19, I .

A BON was born to a poor moujik ; the moujlk was
rej>iced, and went to ask his neighbor to be god-
father to the child. The neighbor refused; no one
Itkes to be godfather to the son of a pror moujlk. The
poor man went to another neighbor ; he refused also.

He went through the whole village ; no one would
stand as godfather. The moujlk went to the next vil-
lage. 01 the way he met a traveler.

* Grod-day,” sald the mouj'k. ‘‘ Whither is God
leading thee?” ... ““G>d,” continued the moujlk,
*“ has given me a child to care for durlng his infancy ;
he will console my old age, and will pray for my soul
afer I am dead. Because of my poverty, no one in
our village will consent to be godfather. I am looking
for a godfather.” )

And the traveler sald :

“ Take me for godfather.”

The mouj'k was rejoiced ; he thanked the traveler,

:‘oﬂn’nenz as the revealed Word of God.’ But they also and safd :
%m it important to maintain that the Holy 8criptures are . ) .
the only infallible rule of faith; and that the Holy Spirit | ** Who shall be godmother, then 1"

“ Fir godmother,” said the traveler, ‘‘ call the mer-
chant’s daughter. Go into the village. Oa the rq1are
there is a house with shops ; at the door of the house
ask the merchant to permit his daughter t> come as
gndmother.”

The moujlk hesitated.

‘“ How, my godfather,” sa{d he, * can I ask that of a
merchant, arich man ? He would not )fke it ; he would
not Jet his daughter come.”

‘“ Thatis not your affair. G> and ask. To-morrow
morning be ready. I shall come to the baptism.”

The poor mouj’k returned to the house, harnessed his
horse, and went into the city to the merchant’s house, |

Speaking in the Soriptures is the supreme judge of all ques-
tions of religion, dootrine, and morals.

11, The Presbyterian Churoh recognize the Nicene Creed
%3 an sadmirable statement of Christian doctrine, and are
Prepared to unite with all Christian churches in reafirming
% 85 & ‘sufolent statement of the Christian faith,’ as
;mm Unltcrhnlnn, Arianism, Babellianism, and other the
‘h forms of error. But they also regard it as a duty to hold
o::‘n ';0 ﬂ::xmmﬁ.: t(':onfm:i;:n a8 the symbol of their

it con
",','3“ in'Holy Sorl‘p g ns the system of dootrine
n 111. They are ready to unite with all Christian churches
the reafirmation of the essential doctrine of *the two
tacraments, Baptism and the Supper of the Lord, adminis-

He left his horse In the court. The merchant came to
meet him.

‘‘ What do you wish ?” said he.

‘“Lnok you, sir merchant! God has given me a
cbild to care for fn his infancy ; he will comfort my old
age, and will pray for my soul after death. Ba kind ;
permit your daughter to come as godmother.”

‘“ Aud when is the baptism ?*

‘‘ To-morrow morning.”

“That is well. God be with you. To-morrow, at
the morning mass, she will come.?

The next day the godmother arrlved, the godfather
also came, and the child was baptized.

As 800n a5 the baptism was over, the godfather disap.
peared without letting any one know who he was.
And they never saw him again,

1L

The child grew, and he grew for the joy of his par-
ents. He was strong and hard working, {ntelligent
and teachable. The boy wasten years old when his
parents sent him to school. What other boys learned
in five years he learned 1n one ; there was soon nothing
more to teach him.

Holy week came. Tae by went to his godmother’s
to give her the usual salutations.®

Then he returned home and asked :

‘ Little father and little mother, where does my god-
father live * I would like to go to him and salute him
algo to-day.”

And the father and mother sald to him :

* We do not know, dear son, where thy godfather
lives. We are very much grleved about it. We have
never seen h'm simce thou wast baptized. And we have
never heard of him, and we do not know where he
lives, nor 1f he is still alive.”

The boy kissed his father and mother.

** Little father, little mother,” sald he, ‘“let me go
and look for my godfather. I want to give him my
Ester wishes ”

The father and mother allowad thelr son to go, and
the boy set out in search of his godfather.

IIL

The boy left the house, and went along the road. He
walked half a day, and met a traveler.

He stopped the traveler.

“ Good-day,” sald the 1ittle boy. * Whither does God
lead thee ? I went,” continued the boy, ‘‘to my lttle
godmother's with my Easter greetings ; and when I
came home, ] asked my pirents, ¢ Where does my god-
father ive? I want to give him my Easter greeting.’
Aund my parents sald : * We do not know, little son,
where thy godfather lives As soon as thou wast bap-
tizad he took leave of us, and we know nothing of him ;
we do not know 1if he is stll alive’;’ and, bebold, I am
golng to look for him.” .

And the traveler said :

‘I am thy godfather.”

The boy was rejiced ; he gave him his E wter saluta-
tions, and they kissed each other.

‘“ Whither art thon golng now, my godfather ?”
asked the boy. “If{tis our way, come to our house,
and if thou art going home, I will go with thee,”

And the godfather said :

“I have not time now to 80 to thy home. I have
business in the villages. But I shall return home to-
morrow ; then thou shalt come to me,”

““But how shall I flad thee, my godfather "

** Why, thou must turn toward the surrise and go
straight forward ; thou wilt come to a forest, and in the
midst of the forest thou wilt find a clearing. - 8it down
In the clearing and rest thyzelf, and see what will hap-
pen. Notlce carefully whatever thou shalt see, them
go still further on; walk always stralght toward the
east. Thou wilt come out of the forest, and then thon
wilt fiad a garden, and In the garden 8 palace with a
golden roof. That is my house. G> up to the great
gate. I will come myself to meet thee.”

Having said this, the godfather dissppeared.

1V,

The boy went as his godfather had ordered. He
walked and walked, and came to the forest. The boy
found the clearing, and in the midst of the clearing
8 plne tree. He sat down and began to look about
him. He saw, fastened to a high branch, a rope, and
fastened to the rope a Iarge plece of wod, welghing
about three pouds ? and under this plece of wood a
bucket of honey. The little boy had hardly time to
wonder why the honey was there, or the plece of wood
fastened there, when he heard a noise in the forest, and
saw fome bears coming. In advance was s she-bear,
and after her a yearling, and, behind, three little cubs,
The she bear snuffed the breeze, and went toward the
bucket ; the little cubs followed her. She put her noge

! Tolstol alludes to the words which the Russians repeat
kissiog each other on the mouth on Raster Day and saying

*Christ s risen ! Yes, he {s risen Indeed.}”?
* About 100 pounds. i
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