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of the people, which extends from Maine to Georgia

and from Pennsylvania to Texas ; which takes on a

variety of forms, now Prohibition, now Local Option ,

now High License ; which possesses a moral but not

yet a political unity ; which is spontaneous and simul-

taneous in all parts of the country ; which has behind

it the Christian sentiment and the awakening con-the work of the American Tract Society. This last | science of the nation, and a power which has never

presents, as our readers will see, some very radical | been so potently felt before, that of woman aroused
recommendations : no less than the complete separa- to defend her home and her children from the

tion of the Business and Missionary Departments,

the sale of the present Tract House, the substitution

of contract work for its present printing andbinding

establishment, and the discontinuance of the " Illus-

trated Christian Weekly," together with some other

work of the Societymore efficient.
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against the honor of thewholebody. The motive of

Sir Charles Lewis was, of course, todisconcert the

Irish party, but his enterprise seriouslymiscarried.

The Ministry refused tosustainthe motion, and pro

posed instead to support the Parnellites in anaction

for libel against the " Times. " Everybody in Eng-
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ary inquiry, theGovernment has avoided the issue
and proposed a procedure which everybody knew

20 mustbe fruitless. The result is to strengthenmate

rially the hands ofMr. Parnell, and to deepen the

impression almost universal in England that the
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from such a political trick.
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Paris has always regarded itself as the capital of

civilization, the city most free from provincialism

and mostthoroughly wedded to large ideas of things ;

26 but there is no city in the world in which provincial

feeling is so easilyaroused as in the capital of France.

There is probably hardly another city of the first

rankinwhichanational antipathywouldvent itself
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THE OUTLOOK.

EDITORS.

Tis rarely the case that The Christian Union con-

tainssomanypapers of serious consequence and

permanentvalue asare tobe found in this week's

issue. The " Revolt Against the Saloon" gives a

comprehensive account of thepresent status of the

politicaltemperancemovement in this country; Dr.

Briggs interprets the attitude of the Presbyterian

Church toward Christian union on the basis of the

Bishops' declaration ; George Tallman presents the

"Landlords' Side of the Irish Question," drawn

from a careful study of original documents; Mr.

Root gives an account of the success and effect of

oneof the largest profit-sharing experiments in this

country, that ofAra Cushman &Co.; andanoriginal

Devourer. Our correspondent well entitles this “ The

Revolt Against the Saloon." It is exactly this. If in

many localities it takes the form of a determination

to sweep out of American life all use of alcoholic

liquors as abeverage, this is because as yet no way

to close the saloonhas been clearly formulated which

does not prohibit all sales of liquor for purposes of

beverage, rather than because a majority of the

Americanpeople desireby law to regulate the diet of

the home or the appetite of the individual. The

politician is as blind as a batwho, in the light of the

hecandisregardthis revolt against the saloon, or can

survey afforded by our correspondent, imagines that

pacify it withplatforms and promises. The intelli-

genceandconscience of the Nation are determinednot

to be dominated by its ignorance, its greed, and its

appetite. The coming contest is to beone between

the brainsof theplainpeopleon the one side and the

pocket of anoligarchyand the diseased appetite of
its victims on the other; in such acontesttherecan

be but one issue in this country. The Democratic

party is naturally the anti-saloon party in the South ;

the Republican party is naturally the anti saloon

partyin theNorth; but if the latterdoesnot speedily

realize both its dutyand its opportunity, its oppor-

by a more faithful representative of the moral

tunity will be gone and its duty will be assumed

interests of the Nation. In Kansas andIowa the

Republicanparty isapartyof temperance ; but it is

not in Ohio,NewYork, andPennsylvania. We do

attention to the warnings of such apaper as The

not suppose that the leaders at Albanywillpaymuch

Christian Union ; but we put on record here the

prophecy that unless they offer the people of this State

something better than the Vedder bill, unless they

put theirparty at the head of this anti saloon revolt,

the exodus which they have already seen from the

party will be insignificant in comparison with that

which they will see. The anti-saloon Republicans

are to hold ameeting soon in New York City, in

which addresses are promised by Senator Evarts and

other prominent party men. This is very well ;

we we'come it. But what is more important is

some definite plan for dealing with the saloon

problem, adopted by such leaders,with a sink-or-

swim, liveor die, survive-or-perish commitment to
it. We believe we speak for great numbers of old-

timeRepublicans whenwe say thatwewouldsooner

join the Prohibitionists inamovement to forbid all
sale and rnufacture of alcohol as a beverage, and

trust to future to guard against the inevitable

reaction from this un American legislation, than to

follow shilly-st ally, dilly-dally leaders, who offer

their matins to the Good Lord and their vespers to

the Good Devil, and betweenwhiles cast nets for

temperancevotes.

the neighborhood of the theater worked up their

ancient antipathies by the familiar cries heardwhen

the French armies were leaving Paris sixteen years

ago, " Down with Germany," " On to Berlin," etc.

This ebullition of feeling grows out of the Schnae

beles episode, which seems to have produced in Paris

just the sort of disclosure of French feelingwhich

some people think Bismarckwould like to bring to

light. Thewhole affair has been extremely childish,

and leads an outsider to believe that much of the

unreality and shamwhich predestined the defeat of

the French in their great struggle with Germany

still remains. A strong and great people do not

manifest their indignation by attacking works of

art.

column an account ofthe presentpoliticalmovements

A well-informed correspondent gives in another

against the saloon. Wehavenot seen anywhere else

socomplete and comprehensive aview of this uprising

"Bradstreet's Journal" has been inquiring into

the views of the commercial public respecting the

new Inter State Commerce law, and it appears from

the report that, if the dissatisfactionhasnot been

overrated, the positive satisfaction with the law has

and some think the effect of the lawunfavorable,

been greatly underrated. While some are doubtful,

duced by it, a veryconsiderable proportionconsider

and others do not recognize any serious effect pro-

that the advantages already gainedmore than coun-

out of fifty-six shippers interviewed, twenty five ex-

terbalance the disadvantages. In New York City,

pressed favorableopinions as to the effect of the law.

The " Inter Ocean " of Chicago has been conducting
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METHODS IN CHURCH WORK.

II .-BISHOPS.

BY THE REV. SMITH BAKER.

HE office of a Congregational minister includes

the functions preacher, pastor, and bishop. As

ing this constant "cant" aboutthe truth. Our churches ignoranceshouldalwaysmakecharitableourheadsand

are dyspeptic with undigested truth. What is needed hearts. Beware of trespassing within the sacred pre-

istheorganizeduseof thetruth. Ministers arenotonly cinets of others ! Thecoupletof Burnsringstrueonly

tousethe truth, but usemen,and then the Spiritwill

useboth. Apreacherwho spends more than six hours

aday in his studywrongs himself, his people, and his

Master. A Congregational bishop is not to neglect his
T
preacher, heis teacher of the people; as pastor, he is study,butgive it the first place,andanhonestplace;

thepersonaladviser ofhis people in their spiritual needs ;

and as bishop, he is the presiding officer and leader of

the church in its organized and aggressive capacity.

This last is one of the most essential departments of

ministerial life, andforthe wantofwhichquiteone-half

of our churches are inefficient. The church not only

needs indoctrinating into the truths of the Gospel, and

private disciples need sympathy, but the church needs

leadership. Many of our churches are simply preached

to. One-half of our ministers are true, kind, gentle-

manly, and affectionatepastors-delightful mentomeet
socially ; but as for organizing the church into active,

aggressive work, they are as deficient as wooden men.

Asound preacherand apleasantpastormaybe almost

useless for thewant ofleadership power. To simplygo

through the intellectual exercise of preaching and the

social life ofapastor is to loseverymuch the efficiency

ofboth. Our churches have been heldbackbyessay-

readersandpleasant pastorswhowould notwakeup to

the responsibility ofleadership. Suchamiablegentlemen
would not be chosen by our sister denominations as

bishop over a State or Territory. No ; the question is,

Canheleadthe churches into aggressive work ? The
great sin of Christianity, personally and collectively, is

laziness. The world has always been advanced by

leaders, and no church needs leadershipmorethanthe

Congregational. True, Christ is our leader; but he
always leads through men, as he preaches throughmen.

Abishop is not simply to go round preaching fine ser-

mons, andconfirming such converts as are brought to

him,andmaking pleasantvisits tohis rectors, butheis
to push the activities ofthechurch as a general in the
field. Thus every Congregational minister is toexercise

his bishopric.

Oneof the proofs ofthedivinityoftheGospel is that

in so manyplaces it holds its own under such poor

leadership. Men who could not leadacompany in a

regiment, or preside at a common town meeting,
or make even a second hand in the weave room of

a factory, are placed over the spiritual interests of a

community. Ourmissionary societies will sendmen to

take charge of churches and askus to support them

menwhom no Insurance company or political party

would employ.

The church was not made to simply " hold its own,"

but to aggress ; and one-halfofourmissionary churches

remain, year after year, always without growth, simply

through inefficient ministers. Aminister is called to be

aleader. Not a dictator, or commander, or scolder, or

criticiser, or totellpeople whatthey shalldo, buttobe

aleader. He is never to ask his people to do what he

does not do, or to give without giving also, or to

gowherehe will not go. He is to be where he would

havehispeople be. He is to practice his own preach-

ing beforehe preaches it.

2 Thebishop is awatchman. He is constantly tore

connoiter ; tobeon thelookout forall possible newways,

means, andplaces of advancing Christ's kingdom; to

study the latest andbest methodsof work in theSunday-

school and in the prayer-meeting;towiselyexperiment

and invent newways ; to keep out offormality; toprac-

ticethecommon words, enterprise and progression, in

churchmanagement. The minister isno longer in the

seminary, but in the field, and his speculationsare not

tobe about the truth,but about reachingmen. There is

much which is called"waiting for the Spirit" which is

only religious indolenceandspiritual stupidity. The

worldmoves on,not inits fundamental laws,but in its

applicationof thelaws ; thusthe great truths oftheGos-

pelare "the same yesterday, today, and forever," but

themethods ofpresentingand working them change with

the generations. The church is not suffering somuch

fromthe want of new and fresh thought as from the

wantofnewand fresh work. It is easier to speculate

than to work, and lazymen would rather philosophize

about the truth than use it. Theminister is tobe up

with the times, or humanityand the Spirit ofGod will

leave him behind.

3 The bishop is to be an organizer; his business is to

lay out work for his people, not try todo it allhimself,
or permit two or three persons to do it, orwait forvolun-

teers, but call out and put inuse thegifts of hispeople-

give them something todo. In four fifths of all our
communities the churches have all the wealth and intel-

ligenceand opportunities they need for growth. What

they need is organizing-campaigning. Too many

ministers preach, andthen wait for the Spirit touse the

truth; but the truth must become incarnate in the

church, andthen the Spirit willuseit. Weneed less of

literary gentlemenandmoregenerals in the pulpit. Not

buthe is also to be in the field marshaling his forces for

the advancement of Christ's kingdom. This, then, is

what is needed in country and in city : ministers who

in the most superficial concerns of life (Indeed, he

wroteonseeing alouse onawoman'sbonnet) :

"Owadsome power the giftiegieus

To see oursel's as ithers seeus."

Asthe old parish clerk, Mr. Marcy, in George Ellot's

"Silas Marner," says, "There's allays two 'pinions ;

there's the 'pinion a manhas o' himsen, and there's the

are bishops, who lead their people, who watch for 'pinionother folks have onhim. There'd be two'pin-

opportunities,andwhoorganize their people.

Γ

WHO ARE YOU ?

BY HENRY W. HULBERT .

...

Nhis " A Tale of Two Cities " Dickens has given a

suggestive representation of acommon experiencein

the life of a thoughtful individual. The DoverMall,

onthat lateNovembernight, steaming up Shooters Hill,

hadas passengersthreemenbuttonedtothecheekbones

intheir great-coats,who eyed each other askancewith a

mutual suspicion. Two ofthem trudgedalong injack

boots beside the lumbering coach. "Not one of the

three couldhave said, fromarything he saw, whateither

of the other twowas like; and eachwas hidden under

almost as manywrappers from the eyes of the mind as

from the eyes of the body of his twocompanions. In

those days travelers were very shy of being confidential

on a short notice, for anybody on the road might be a

robberorinleague withrobbers The Dover Mail

wasin its usual genial position thatthe guard suspected

the passengers, the passengers suspected one another

andthe guard,they all suspected everybodyelse, and

the coachmanwassureofnothingbutthehorses." The

walking passengers stopped when the coach stopped

andadvanced whenit advanced. " If any oneof the

three had had the hardihood to propose to another to

walk onalittleaheadinthemistanddarkness,hewould
haveputhimself inafair wayof getting shot instantly

as ahighwayman." Suddenlyahorsemancomes splash-

ingup behind, andcalls for oneMr. Jarvis Lorry. The

gentleman of that name answers,ers, and is eagerly assisted

out ofthecoach, into which thewhole partyhadhastily

scrambled, and the door is slammedandlocked behind

him. The horseman turns out to bean innccent bust

ness messenger, who is dismissed after a short delay.

" With thosewords thepassenger opened the coachdoor

and got in; not at all assisted by his fellow-passengers,

who had expeditiously secreted theirwatches andpurses

in their boots, andwere now makingageneral pretense

ofbeing asleep, with no more definite purpose than to

escapethe hazard of originating any other kind of

action."

This isolated relation which man sustains to man,

soul to soul, of which Dickens has here given us a

superficialyet striking illustration, is a matterofcommon

experience. If there is any knowledge morepressing

in itsdemands upon us in this life of action than a

knowledge of ourselves, it is a thorough acquaintance

with thecharacters of thosewithwhomweare thrown

incontact. Weapproach here two mysterious realms,

two " unmapped" continents, at oncethe most fascinat-

ing and still elusive subjects for consideration that life

presents tous. Who andwhat am I ? Who and what

are you ? This latter interrogative comes again and

againtoathoughtful man as he enters some crowded

hallor car,andmerges his individuality into the multi-

tude. Behold, asmany mysteries as there are people!

Yonderman with abaldhead andbenign countenance,

faultless dress and attentive companion; across the way,

afair-haired schoolgirl, looking with dreamy eyes out

of the window; just ahead, notice that sharp eyed busi-

ness manabsorbedin the morning paper : where aretheir

thoughts, andwhat the secrets of their souls ? Yes, this

factof isolation is at times still more evident in lives

linked together by the closest earthly ties. As we grow

togetherwegrow apart. The summit of the mountain

seems to leave us as we near it. The mystery of

life takes onmore gigantic proportions as we attempt to

penetrate it. Each soul is like a lonely island in the

greatocean. Itsdirect communications are up, not out.

It is true, thank heaven ! that sweet birds from other

climesdo filt across the waste of waters and sing and

build their nests and rear theiryoung ; seeds float along

with tidal currents, and spring up to beautiful luxuri

ance on the adopted soil; and at intervals of time

white-winged ships bring across rich freightage that

warms and feeds the needy heart that waits; the same

glad sunandmoonand stars bring heavenly thoughts

to thedwellers on these solitary Islands. Yetthey must

ever remain alone.

The genial Autocrat of theBreakfast-table has some-

where said thatwhen two individuals are in conversa-

tion there are in reality s'x people talking. This is the

solution: (1) I as I really am ; (2) You as you really are;

(3) I as I think I am; (4) You as you think you are ;

(5) I as you think Iam ; (6) You as Ithink you are. It

less learning, but more use of men. "The truth, the is impossible to reduce this number. We can never

truth! Oh, yes, thetruth!" Onebecomessickofhear"knowpeople just as they are. Our knowledge of our

ions about a cracked bell if the bell couldhear itself."

The fact that aman mayhave averyinadequateknowl-

edge of his external appearance furnishes noevidence

that his critics possess any clearer information in regard

tohis true character than he doeshimself. " For who

amongmen knoweth the things of aman save the spirit

ofman, which is inhim ?"

He alone knows us who made us. We know others

by knowing ourselves. Weknowourselves byknowing

God and his plan for us. The rule of high thinking
and true feeling is golden. "Therefore all things

whatsoever ye would thatmenshould dounto you, do

ye even go to them."

TERMS OF CHRISTIAN UNION.

BY PROFESSOR CHARLES A. BRIGGS D.D.

HE House of Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal

THEChurch, in council assembled, October 20, 1886,

issued a declaration expressing a desire for Christian

union, and presenting four terms " as essential to the

restoration of unity among the divided branches of

Christendom. " The Presbytery of New York at their

recent meetingunanimously sentupanOverture tothe

General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the

United States ofAmerica, requesting the adoption of a

Response which is included in the Overture, or some-

thing equivalent thereto.

The Response proposed by the Presbytery of New

York recognizesthe fourtermsproposed by the House

ofBishops as

"a fair basis for conference with a view to union and

co operation in Christian work. They think there are pos-

sibilitiesofunionandof co-operation inthe general work

of the Christianchurch, andthat thismaybe accomplished

without the sacrifice of any important doctrine or usage of

the churches. Accordingly, they propose that, in hope and

furtherance of such aunion, they dohereby appoint a com-

mittee to confer with similar committees that may be

appointed byother Christian churches."
1. This is a plain acceptance of the four terms as a

basis ofunion, and it advances to the practical result of

appointing a committee of confererce. Ifthe General

Assembly appointthe committee of conference proposed

in this Overture, then it will be for the House ofBishops

togive point to their own Declaration and appoint a

similar committee. The last General Council of the

Congregational churches appointed such acommittee.

There will then be three committees representing

the three great churches which contended for the

mastery in Great Britain in the seventeenth century.

The work of Christian union may then be rerewed

where it was left offat the Savoy Conference in 1661.

It is desirable that the other Christian churches of

America should appoint similar committees. So far as

the Presbyterian Church isconcerned, theyare ready to

meet the House ofBishops inconferenceonthe basis of

their own terms, and strive withthem for some practical

scheme ofchurch union. The Overture ofthe Presby-

tery ofNew York has beenadoptedbya large number

ofPresbyteries in different parts oftheland, and similar

overtures have been adopted by other Presbyteries, so

that it is altogether likely that theResponse of thePres-

bytery of New York, or some similar one, may be

adopted by theGeneral Assembly. This, then, will be

an important advance upon the Declaration of the

House ofBishops.

2. The House ofBishopsdo not proposeanypractical

scheme of church union. With all their earnest destre

for Christian union, it seems to us theydo not face the

real issuethat must be determinedere the first step can

be takenin the direction of practical union. Therecan

be no union without the mutual recognition of the

ministry ofthe several distinct branches of Christendom.

There can be no real conference unless theHouse of

Bishops are prepared to recognize the Presbyterian,

Congregational, Methodist Episcopal, Lutheran, and

other Christian churches as truechurches ofJesusChrist.

Here is the doubt that sticks in the mind oftheministry

of the non-Episcopal churches. Will the House of

Bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church appoint a

committee of conference to meet our committees after

theyhave been appointed ?

The Presbytery of New York felt that it was their

simple duty under the circumstances to bring this

question to an issue in their judgment upon the four

terms, as follows:

" IV. The General Assembly ofBishops andEldersof the

Presbyterian Church in the United States unite with the
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House ofBishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church in
recognizing the Historic Episcopate locallyadaptedin the
methods of its administration to the varying needsof the

nationsandpeoples called of Godinto the unity of his

church. They themselves adhere to the Presbyter bishop

oftheNewTestamentand the apostolic times. They find
thisPresbyter-bishop in allagesof the church in unbroken
succession until the presentday. They have endeavored to

adapt this Presbyterial-episcopate to the needs of the

American people, and are ready to make any further

adaptationsthatmayseem to be necessary or important,

and that do not conflict with the teachings oftheNew
Testament. Atthe sametime, they deem it their duty to

testify against anyclaimof the diocesanepiscopate to the
exclusive right of ordination,as withoutwarrantfromthe

WordofGod, and as oneofthechiefbarriers to Christian
union."

THE CHRISTIAN UNION.

meethim.

"What do you wish ?" said he.

9

teredwithunfailing use of Christ's words of institutionand He lefthishorse in the court. The merchant came to
of the elements ordained by him. But they regard it as

theirownduty also to affirm that there are only two sacra-

ments ordained byChrist, and that the divine grace is not

conferred in these sacraments byanyvirtueinthem, or in

them that deadminister them,but by the Holy Spirit, who
uses them asmeansofgrace forworthy receivers."

The judgment of the Presbytery of New York upon

the four terms amounts to this-that they are abasis for

union iu the general work of the Christian Church.

There are possibilities of union in theway of federation

of Christian churches to further the general interests of

"Look you, sir merchant ! God has given me a

childtocare for in his infancy; hewill comfortmy old

age, and will pray for my soul after death. Ba kind;

permit your daughter to come as godmother."

"Andwhen is the baptism ?"

"To-morrow morning."

"That is well. God be with you. Tomorrow, at

the morning mass, shewillcome."

ChristianityinAmericaandintheworld. Such aunion alsocame, andthechildwasbaptized.
The next day the godmother arrived, the godfather

is feasible, and ishighly important. We should set our

faces inthat direction. Thesefour terms are asufficient

basis for that.

But any further union isat present outof the question.

Presbyterians deem it theirduty tomaintain their own

There is nothing polemical in this. It is intended to

beafrank statementof the Presbyterianposition, with

which the vastmajority ofAmerican Christians in the principles. They expect that other Christian churches

non-Episcopal churches concur. The ministry of the

Presbyterian Church are biskops no less than the
bishops of theProtestantEpiscopal Church. The min-

isterial commissioners at the General Assembly bear
theircommissionsas"bishops." IntheFormofGovern

mentofthePresbyterianChurch,underthehead ofthe

OfficersoftheChurch,It issaid: "Theordinaryandper-
petualofficersinthechurchare,bishops or pastors; the

representatives of thepeople, usuallystyled ruling elders;

anddeacons." TheministryofthePresbyterianChurch
ordinarily prefer themorehumbletitleofminister,but

theirofficialtitle isalwaysbishop. Here, indeed,is the

essential difference between the Presbyterian and the

Protestant Episcopal churches-that the former follow

the NawTestament in applyingthe term bishop to the

pastorof the congregation, while thelatter follow the

usageof the later times. The realquestion is, howfar
the Houseof Bishops are willing to goin their adap-

tationof thehistoric episcopate; whether theyare will

ingto reduce itto theNew Testament dimensions, such

asarefoundinthe nonprelatical churches, or whether

theywill unitewith the Presbyterians on the middle

ground proposed by Archbishop Ussher, or whether

they still insist uponprelatical episcopacy.

TheGeneralAssemblyof thePresbyterianChurchin

the United States of America represents nearly 6000
ministers ; the related Presbyterian andReformedbod-

leshave5.000; the Congregational,upwards of 4000;

the Methodist group have 26000 ; the Lutheran, nearly

4000; theBaptists, 20000 In their judgmentonthis

point, unlesswegreatlymistake,thePresbytery ofNew

Yorkexpress theviews ofmorethan 65000 ministers,

whoarethe NewTestament bishops of morethan ten

millioncommunicants. Itisvaintothinkofanyscheme

ofChristianunionthat refuses torecognize theseministers

and thesechurches. The House ofBishops oftheProt-

estant Episcopal Church, representing less than 4000

ministers and400 000 communicants, do not meet this

question in theirDeclaration any further than to indicate

awillingness to adaptthe historic episcopate.

One explicit and generous word on this point would

havebeenmoreeffective for Christian union than all that

theDeclarationreallycontains. The Presbytery ofNew

York deemedit their duty, for the sake of truth and

righteousness and inthe interests ofunion, to give their

judgment firmly on this point, and we think that they

express theviews of all the non-prelatical churches, and

of the great majority of theChristians ofGreat Britain

andAmerica.

3. The Presbytery ofNew York express their entire

agreementwith the four termsoftheHouseofBishops

willdothesame. They haveno ideathatthe Protestant

EpiscopalChurchwill divest itself oftheBook ofCom-
monPrayerandthe XXXIX Articles, or that theywill

abolish the House of Bishops as aseparate body from
the House ofClerical andLayDelegates in order to fall

backupontheNiceneChurch. Nomoredo weexpectthat

the Methodist EpiscopalChurch should abandon their
Arminianiem, orthe Baptiststheirdoctrine of baptism,

or the Lutherans their views of the Lord's Supper, or the

ofthe Protest-

Assoon as the baptism was over, the godfather disap.

peared without letting any one know who he was.

Andthey never saw him again.

II.

ents. He was strong and hardworking, intelligent

and teachable. The boy was ten years old when his

The child grew, and he grew for the joy ofhis par-

parents sent him to school. What other boys learned

infiveyears he learnedin one; therewas soonnothing
more to teach him .

togive herthe usual salutations.
Holy week came. Theboywent to his godmother's

Then he returned home and asked :

father live ? Iwould like to go to him and salutehim

" Little father and little mother, where does my god-

also to-day."

Andthe father and mother said to him :

"We do not know, dear son, where thy godfather

lives. Weareverymuch grieved about it. We have

never seenh'm since thou wast baptized. Andwehave

never heard of him, and we do not know where he

Congregationalists theirviews ofthe localchurch. Pres
byterians recognize the Protestant Episcopal Church as a

truechurch, an importantpart ofthe Church ofChrist.

They recognize the priests of the ProtestantEpiscopal

Church as true ministers, and the bishops

ant Episcopal Church as presiding presbyters. They are

readytounitewiththem insomegeneralplanofchurch

union, without expecting that theywill put asideany lives, norifhe isstillalive."
thing that they hold dear. Theytakethesameposition

to the other Christian churches. As Presbyterians they

Calvinists,andasPuritans. Theycontinuetoholdthese
areunwillingtolayasiletheirprinciples asProtestants,as

principles, and are as firm intheir adherence to them as

ever. Theyarenotwilling toabandontheseprinciples
even for such a boon as Christian union. Truth and

honestyare more important than unity. At the same

time they are ready to unite with those who donot

agre with them. They do not propose to impose

their prirc'ples on others. Theyare aswilling as were

their fathers, the Presbyterian ministers of London, in

the seventeenth century, toadoptthemottoofJeremiah

Burroughs, "Variety of opinions and unity of those

that hold them may standtogether," andto followthe

banner of Rupertus Meldenius, "In necessariis unitas,

in non necessariis libertas in utrisque caritas."

Theboykissed his father and mother.

" Little father, little mother," said he, " let me go

Easter wishes"
and look for my godfather. I want to give himmy

as a fair basis for conference with a view to union. At

the same time they explain that it is their own duty to

affirm and testify to something morethan is expressed

bythese terms. They do not propose these things as

additions to the terms ofunion as iftheywould exact

them ofany other body of Christians, but they distin-

guish betweenthe common basis of union and their own

special duty as Presbyterians. This distinction is clearly

brought out in their Response, and is the basis of the

most important practical item in the whole paper,
whereinwe find the most significant advancebeyondthe

Declaration of the House of Bishops inthe direction of

Christian union :

" I. They are glad to unite with all Christian churches in

the recognitionof the Holy Scriptures of the Old andNew

Testament as the revealed Word of God. But they also

deem it important to maintain that the Holy Scriptures are

the only infallible rule of faith; and that the Holy Spirit

speaking in the Scriptures is the supreme judge of allques-

tions of religion, doctrine, and morals.

"II. ThePresbyterianChurch recognize theNiceneCreed

as an admirable statement of Christian doctrine, andare

preparedtounitewithall Christianchurches in reaffirming
it as a ' sufficient statement of the Christian faith, as

against Unitarianism, Arianism, Sabellianism, and other the

like forms of error. But

fast to the Westminsterthe alsoregardit asadutyto hold

ownfaith, believing that it contains the system ofdoctrine
taught inHoly Scripture.

" III. They are ready to unitewith all Christian churches
inthe reaffirmation of the essential doctrine of ' the two

sacraments,Baptism and theSupper ofthe Lord,adminis-

THE GODSON.

A POPULAR LEGEND.

BY LYOF N. TOLSTOI

[ Translated for The Christian Union by S G. C. ]

"Ye have heard that it hathbeen said, An eye for aneye, and

atooth for atooth . But I say unto you. That ye resist not evil ."

-St. Matthew v. , 33, 39.

"Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the Lord."-Rom.

xli , 19.

SON was bornto

I.

a poor moujik ; the moujlk was

A
rej iced, and went to ask his neighbor to be god-

father to the child. The neighbor refused; no one
likes tobegodfather tothe son ofapoor moujik. The

poorman went to another neighbor; he refused also.

He went through the whole village; no one would

stand as godfather. The moujik went to the next vil-

lage. On the way he met a traveler.

"Good-day," said the mouj'k . "Whither is God

leading thee?" ... "God," continued the moujlk,

"hasgivenmeachild to care for during his infancy;

hewill consolemy old age, and will pray for my soul

afer I am dead. Because of my poverty, no onein

ourvillage will consenttobegodfather. Iamlooking

foragodfather."

And the traveler said :

"Takeme for godfather."

The father and mother allowed their son to go, and

theboyset out in search of his godfather.

III .

The boy left the house, and wentalong the road. He

walked half aday, and met a traveler.

He stopped the traveler.

leadthee ? Iwant," continued the boy, "to my little

"Good-day," said the little boy. " Whitherdoes God

godmother's with my Easter greetings ; and when I

came home, Iaskedmyparents, 'Wheredoes my god-

father live? Iwant to give himmyEaster greeting.'

And my parents said : ' We do not know, little son,

where thy godfather lives As soon as thou wast bap-

tized he took leave ofus, and weknow nothing of him ;

wedo not know ifhe is still alive';' and, behold, I am

going to look for him."

And the traveler said :

" I am thy godfather."

Theboy was rejoiced ; he gave him his Easter saluta-

tions, and they kissed each other.

"Whither art thou going now, my godfather ?"

asked the boy. " If it is our way, come to our house,

and if thou art going home, I will go with thee."

And the godfather said :

" I have not time now to go to thy home. I have

business in the villages. But I shall return home to-

morrow; then thou shalt come to me."

"Buthow shall I find thee, my godfather ?"

"Why, thou must turn toward the sunrise and go

straight forward; thouwiltcome to aforest,and inthe

midst of the forest thou wilt find aclearing. Sit down

intheclearing and rest thyself, and see what will hap-

pen. Notice carefully whatever thou shalt see, then

go still further on ; walk always straight toward the

east. Thou wilt come out of the forest,and then thou

wilt find agarden,and in the garden a palace with a

golden roof. That is my house. Go up to the great

gate. Iwillcomemyselfto meet thee."

Having said this, the godfatherdisappeared.

IV.

The boy went as his godfather had ordered. He

walked and walked, and came to the forest. The boy

The moujk was rejoiced; he thanked the traveler, found the clearing, and inthe midst of the clearing

and said:

"Who shall be godmother, then ?"

" For godmother," said the traveler, " call the mer-

there is ahousewith shops; at the door of the house

chant's daughter. Go into the village. On the square

ask the merchant to permit his daughter to come as

godmother."

Themoujik hesitated.

"How, mygodfather," said he, "can I ask that of a

apine tree. He sat down and began to look about

him. He saw, fastened to a high branch, a rope, and

fastened to the rope a large piece of wood, weighing

bucket of honey. The little boyhad hardlytime to

about three pouds and under this piece of wood a

wonder why the honey was there, or the piece of wood

fastened there, whenhe heard anoise in the forest, and

saw somebears coming. In advance was a she-bear,

and after her ayearling, and, behind, three little cubs.

bucket; the little cubs followed her. She put her nose

merchant, arich man ? Hewould notlike it; he would Theshebearsnuffed the breeze,andwent towardthe

not lethis daughtercome."

morning be ready. Ishallcome tothebaptism."

"That is not your affair. Go and ask. To-morrow

Thepoor mouj'k returned tothe house, harnessedhis

horse, andwent into the city to the merchant's house.

1Tolstoi alludes to the words which the Russians repeat

kissing each other on the mouth on Easter Day and saying
" Christ is risen ! Yes, he is risen indeed !"

* About 100 pounds.
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