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THE TI-IEATRE. 

TI!.A'r the subject of theatrical cxhihitions is one 
of 110 i11co11si,lerrtble iwportrrnce is obvious from 
the fact of their extreme expen~iveJ1css-the gross 
receipts of the N cw York the:itrc8 dming the year 
18ll7 n.monnting to eonsiden,bly over three mil­
lious of dollars; ti·om the :fact t.lmt hundred,; and 
thousands of men and women, younger ancl older, 
devote their talo11ts and their lives to the service 
of the ~tagc; and from the fact that hundreds of 
thousands spend so large tL proportion of their pre­
cious time in foeding their minds aucl hearts with 
the viands served up to them on the stage. 

For it is impossible in the nature of things 
that the scenes exhibitcJ there should not exert 
a powerfol moral influence, good or bad, upou 
both actors and spectators. AnJ if this influence 
be healthful and lrnppy; if it kimllc and feed 
the flame of virtue; if it help to build up to a 
high, pure mn.nhood and womanhood, and thus fit 
for the duties and trials of lifc,-then let us bid 
Goel-speed to the theatre !-then let us thank God 
for an instrumentality at once so attractive and 
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sallltary, mid let n H pray that he would incline the 
ht>arts of the penplc to flock to the thca,t.ro, and 
Sl'lHI hiH good augels duwn to hover over the scene, 
a11d lwlp the actors in their acting and the people 
to drink deep of the influences that flow from 
their acting-, But if this influence damages tho 
charn cter, himlers virtue and helps to vice, then, 
whoever will hear or forbear, it is our duty to warn 
all who will hear to flee the way to the pit. 

'l'his is a question that mightily concerns fathers 
and mothers, uppermost in whose hearts is the de­
sire that their children acquire and maintain a 
high moral character, unstained by polluting 
thought, undama ged by impure association; a word 
from whom will be enough to send their sons and 
daughters to the theatre, and against whose reso­
lute prohibition comparatively few of our youth 
would ever come within the reach of its fascina­
tions. 

It is a question of immense importance to the 
nation. For as sure as fate is the doom of our 
republic, freighted with so precious a cargo for 
mankind, when once the public morality has 
reached a certain pitch of degradation. And how 
hrge a margin is left us to go upon in this direc­
tion is seen in certain facts that stare us in the 
face and make us tremble-in the fact that of five 
hundred and thirty millions of dollars, due the 
national coffers during the year 1867 from the 
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internal revenue, one half was lost through the 
robbery of corrnpt officials, nnd through collusion 
between them and tho~c from whom this money was 
due-in the fact that bribery so largely prevails in 
onr nominating conventions and in our legislative 
halls, aud in the fact that almost every morning's 
newspaper blushes and bleeds and ·weeps with 
talcs of fraud and outrage, violence, robbery, mm·­
der and suicide! If, therefore, the theatre be an 
ally of virtue, let us build one at every street cor­
ner; but if of vice, let its doors be shut, bolted and 
barred for ever ! 

But there are higher intcreRts at stnke than even 
those of the nation-those of personal religion nnd 
salvation. ·what are nations but bubbles on the 
stream of time, ever forming, ever bursting? And 
as to ourselves as citizens, who, a century hence, 
will know or care that we ever existed? But a 
century hence, you and I and our children will 
know that, we lived and died in a world wet with 
the tears, stained with the blood of the Son of 
God, and we and they shall then be treading either 
the crystal pavements of heaven or the burning 
sands of woe! If then the theatre help to heaven 
why then, in God's good name, let heaven help the 
the theatre! But if it flings souls to perdition, let 
all good people join iu flinging it to annihilation. 

1. To help us in determining the character and 
influence of the theatre, let us first interrogate the 
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i11sli11cts of the pious heart. I ask them of nrt, 
science, literatnre, commerce nnd illlln8try, and 
t_hey prornptly re8poml, "Guel bleHs them! they 
fee,1 the hungry, they clothe the hotly with rninwnt, 
and soeiet,y with tho gnmitnrc of civilization." I 
ask t,l10m of the nrnu~cnients and rceroations of [W­

kuowlcdged innocence, and of them they conlially 
approve. 'I'hoy assurll us that 

"Religion never ,vas tlC'signecl 
To nrn.ke our pleasures less/' 

But what say they of the thcat.re? Tell that de­
vout follower of the Lamb that Poter and Paul used 
to go to tho theatre ! 1Vhy that look of indignant 
incredulity? 1Yhy docs that heart exclaim, Im­
possible? Suppose that on some communion 
morning it should be credibly whis1Jerecl thrOlwh 
l 

0 

t lC house, "Last week he who breaks the bread 
and pours the wine spent ernning after evening at 
the theatre !" 'l'he purest and best "of the commu­
nion circle would rise and lcn,ve the house in dis­
gust! Why is it that the most devout in our 
chnrchcs would just as soon think of jumping off 
the church steeple, or throwi11g thcn1sclves upou 
the track before the thundering railway train, as of 
goiug to the the:Lt,rc ? Does not all this cast ~eri­
ous suspicion upon the theatre? The deep in­
stincts of piety arc not apt to be very far astrny in 
matters of this kiud. 
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2. But is not this a modern prejudice? It cer-
tainly is not modern. It ii; at least eighteen 
hundred years old. 

'l'heru was a theatre in J ornsalcm in the days of 
,Tcsus; think you he ever attendocl it? Diel the 
apo,~tles ever attend it Y Ditl the early tfo,ciples? 
So for from it, that ueit.!10r Jesus nor the apo~tles 
ever tlwnght ol' forbidding their attendance upon 
stago plays. For as au almost invariable rule ln,ws 
arc made to meet known exigencies; to prevent the 
recurrence of acts tlrn~ hn,ve already inflicted injury. 
There was no law against murder until after the 
first adnal nnmlcr. And no sooner did professors 
of the faith begin to show thcrnsclvcs in the theatre 
than the Church opened her mouth in prohibition, 
and from that time to thi8 her testimony upon this 
subject has been constant ,iml explicit. The Church 
very early introduced into her fornrnlas for recep­
tion into her fold an express prohibition of attend­
ance at tho theatre. At baptism the camlidate was 
calletl upon to Hay," vrmis 1nll11di pompis rcmrntio"­
" the vain pump of the world I renounce." Of this 
furmnla, Dr. Tayler Lowis writes: "It c:111 be 
clenrly Hl1own that this wonl p1,111pm wns employed 
with spcc;ial reference to thoatrien,l shows." And 
the early Church excluded both actors and specfa­
tors from her sacraments. l\Iany of the early 
synod~ formally conclernnccl the theatre, and in this 
they kwe ]Jceu followed by nearly all the Churches 
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ll.ufo1•11111 ~.i Mt- ])y I 110 ,11 , · I • urnncs of F· 
WIit. i· ILIIU. Ifoll·tritl '"' otl t 1 ,,n.n , 

• • , 17 nlll nuc Aro • 
th:,t • (l 11• i rt t i 11,) l l . Ql' IM-:111tl 

k ' : . /() y I yot to be nniueu ti 
"I n - 11 ol it rn otliot t 1·u1~ tla ti , u1t hua 
t,1,ln. • n lo. c ol n 'J1l•o l10-

I 11 Lit R COllCl II bury Th oil ·1 • 
Anti ch wrnte. "l'f: ' II . , l 11 us, JJ1~hnp of 
tlw Iil.1 't , . f' • 1)1 ' 1 ,, ,lun.1 we JJrc>sun·,r. npon 
t • ~ ) I yom r;how.s, J , h onr ISOn o l 
uret.l ivrth indc n11y t111d p. fu ) tiuc-rr• . . l ti IICIJL'~S , 

,,_ ' l'LulJ1:u1 wrnl . " ,v 1 • • 
the l •w lu s of l.l lo Jave nothing to tlc wit li 

ie 1 ilJllvus ." t , • 
\Vl' It. : " Wlru~ br in . hlill CI . '. • yp1·1on 
}Jin' s fl8 tlr . ?' s't ·, fl, ll'],,hall ,i1. ,' II •h 
" ' • .ll U"•nst!ne c·a lls ih I 

cng • of u11 t· lcar1 11 im,1 pnhlio • b , I ~ r 
b1~11 11 ry." A.1• h hii<l1n11 T'IJ • HO Ot'I o'f- de-" 

1 
. , l otson call • eh ti 

t 1e devil H t'lllll) ,j, 11 lllll'~e f' 1• • ieo ~i-o 

I
. ,, ry o. 1reutious11 eAA .1 

v , . And Oll • 11f hho stn I 1 .t> 11111-1, 
ccptud by 11 va~t ]Jotl" l f' (' ;nl I. :1r'. s 01 dn bl'i11 u.c­

·' ' ' 11·1~tnns t l· 
"~tagc pl:1ys" rm1011'.•· the prohibi/ .. ;i-cl ,1y clar;Rcs 
comrna1Hhnent. b ions u t. 1c SC\'enth 

R1u:li his been the extent " · 1· Hllll forre of tl11·", 
prn,1u1 ice" in the Cl .. 1 f' • " llllC l or C]n·ht" I 

yc,11·s. a ,en 1undrcd 

By "lh ('h 111'C1l1 " cif· co I HI'S W' I l,otly· of' II . J O rnc:m t JO "t' •11 
. l 'lll'JXY and J1Lit.y f ·]· . ,-, ' 

JlH't.y. W . . • o at. d1owkd , u 
' 0 rlH) 11\1 llll:1\Val'O that ti r . 

Ulnueh attuu1pte1l fo. . ·I ·1 • ' , ic ,111111s li 
. . ' i ;1 " ll c, to make use f' ·!. 

m,1tw re1w1,,e11hti , f' o < i::t-,. ' , niis O ~:1cre1l th' n·, • • 1 l • 
attests what ,

1
,0 ·l· ·I HJ,,,,, ,mt 11stnry 

i ' s IC made of it S'o f' I • • me o t rn 
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Reform l'll 0Y 1,1 w , uoli without hopes tlrnt the 

drOJn:l, 111ighlr 110 uirloyo(l for goo1l. 1\ucl the ac­
t,r . , 1 )'l:i, !J,fownU, 11 !lttroa us that Rome two hunclrecl 
Nngli~h ol rgyll\ 11, h1we written for the stage. ]lut 
,vltull w, 1:1:~Lil bhQ ·omli.t,ion of that Church under 
th, lu1niu11i;i II oT ~lro ~tat.c, anrl nnncmher that 
]J 

1
111 thv.itt WII ne of her clergy111cn, rmcl that 

1,11 . iufi<lol IJ.l IIP llOW wean: the mitre aH a bi,lrnp 
·ill ~bob ,h ·1111oli wo nood 1wt wonder at anything 

mo of her niiuistl'y u111,y do or say. But as to 
tlto gen nil tenor of' ohuTch-teaching upon thi~ 
~ulJjo, ~ li)Ulre ja 1wt 1"00111 for honc~t difference of 
opinion 11·111on·g tltoHe co.mpctent to form a judg-

ment. 
· uw, if Lh ~· is nny tr11tl1 iu 1· Ug-1 11 1 ili.e Ilo1y 

Spfrit l llJid in his • h1.u,ah t:o 11)111 1 1 110 guitl her 
mo1

1
nl jttdgmcl\t.'l; and bh (i1ot, l,lU\t, bh e ju tgU1on t1:1 

haVL 80 C, nstn:nklya,nc1 on.1111,,1tio111\y (j nuemnetl Ghe 

thea,tru is suili.cient to lo p lt i;uspl •i II in all 
pion~ 111inds that on this su]ij eot, the pa~r us 11f the 

thcat,re arc on one side ancl ull 0 11 ille th r. 
3. In her coucfornnation f t.bc thonir the 

Church has been joined hy men of almo:,t every 
cbl"~. \Villiam vVilberforce writes that thence 
"dlJ<:orum, rnotleKty allll regularity retirn," while 
thit,)H,r II riot ant! lcwtlncss arc invited." There 

11 rnoti11ns t,llll µ;usturcs are often ttpplandecl which 
woul,l nut be tulerntecl in priYatc con1pany." Dr. 
Chauniug; writes that the theatre "has uouri~hcd 
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rill i11 to111pom11 ce :111 , l '7 l'!l. Tt iA l\ tl 11c1J1 111111lntio,1 
of i111111m•n l i 11 1luouco.s. lllxhil1i1,i inf! 11f d11r,cit1g 
rtrc •irnn, fll, 0 11 1: flir Ir ~hcll!." 1\ ll tl1i~ niirl 

much rn orn he su.~. while ,vot h ·i1 ·ding- 111 ~uy, us 
m1111y othcl'!l rlo, wilh 11J1 tl11 11~s1 11·a 1lco uf ( l1o pi•o­
fo1.111dest c011vichiou tlmL I· t,1\l' :UJ111~ 111 ht, ,iij >•ndi­
<·all_y, L',,,uu1 iall,v evil." 'J'!t" Hl'Y. ill'. li1•ll111q , ur· 
tlu1 sa1,1u ruligill1t, pl'r,,n:1si,111 :1H]lr. (!li:11111i11:: ,. :llltl 

0111 : 11(' the y1:r,v fow d,·rieal a11<1].,_~i st, 1,,1' Lite: 

th, •:1I l'e , wri[.('8 : " Frnrn all r !1:L\'<: 1'<':t<l ll \' k:11·111: u 

b,v tliree.t oh,ervati11n au<l i1111niry, l ]1\•Ji , ., ·t: I.hat 
tlw ordinary Yenliet of ;;cri,ms rni1Hl, :11Hl 111' lhe 
pulpit ft,, s 11w11,1J ziui';Vi, t eleme11t, .,f trnth i11 ir .. " 

LorLl Kalill'H write:,, of Engli ,-;h <"'<ll1L( :d ,v t li:it in 
th" pl.t,v-hou,~e tlrn you11g m:m Ju,,,• . ..; his <I i,, _!;11.-1t llt' 

vie:,\ :111<1 "e,111i-cmpt llt' rnligi1111 a111l :1 tl('c·lnr., ,l W:11' 
lljlllll tlrn purity of the fom:1lu H1:x. 11ru 1,i111v,-,1·t,,,l 

frulit liliing infonwn8 vice, i11t11 t:i:,J1i11nnl>l11 virt,11,•-:." 
Thu llrillinnt i11fold H.,m~,u:rn Htl'L'lln11nsl_y n·+,t1.,il 

thu op L' ning of a tlw,Ltru in ( i1>JHJYa, 011 Ll1" ,·xpn·,s 
grnnt11l of its lm, tility to vil't.irn, wl1il, : :nu,lhi,r 
~:l1rnw1l infi<lel strnnnn11,ly :ulvo;;,1.trnl t,lw th\·:it.r" , 1111 

tlw cxprn,s grountl that it wa,.; " tl1u lllll:' (', dli, ·a­
e:u11 ,.; t: Xpt:diunt for rd:1x.i11 µ: a.n111n µ,- an y l'' '"i'lc- tl 1:1t, 

prcl"i ,.;1:1J e,ss and :wstcrity ot' mornb wlti r·l1, n111l1>r 

the: na11w nf hnlinl',s, it i,s the bnHillL•,:s ,,I' f!,Tip­
turn tu incnli::atc." 

'l'lw apo,,t:itu ,Julian, Ruukinµ; tn l'l!Rh1rc folli:n pa­

ganiH111, furl.Jade hi:, frium18 to 11.ttend tltu thu:itrc, 

'rrrn TirnATJrn. 11 

tit' tho lulilMu~ Jwu gained lihoir n c 11dJuH•y 
h .Jl-'/l ll . 1. , l!'h cu\L~ •s o f con·upti,nn m 1 i the pr11-
ln n 1• it 111µ:"t 

: 0 whi Ii tlwy Jund. 
fl igu(I, . I'd .,)1.1y-.',1 tor sn.id to II cl01'gyn.l!lll: 11 T 

Au !11"111 i · ' • • 11 
I -titw Jt'ul~t.fl ff Lill l t lwnµ' h( J slln111, 

hrl l' NO il Ill ' ,. i. I 
1. d , 1 hull l d.iod, it '1""nuld hli vo µ Hen n 

l1111V<' I IU ' ll1 ' 1 -,-• oJ' ~H • u1 ,,., il. .A ij aoou 11a I' ove1· 
tl1u H •1•vH·n ·1 

il l h K,i n~ U,i •hr1i·J . ' l'hi R pl11y ho ~om1 In,-
111 

1 1101 .. tJ t.lti tw!i in it,. But, ,dl, ,r t]111i,1T ·110 11 
il l¼( l( Ll C 1 • ": , , , ·' 

· with 11 , f;u· c-- A Dish 1f All, 1tt -
vu tlie 111 , . 

1
. I' 

I k ·k til l in t,h , head. F tn • 1:0 ormer wo • 
•UH 11m: . 
• A f'r . th 1 •liyerj' tJf t hu snhi;fout•e of tlrn; uct 

• ~~lrli· •!t'! iu. 'mtcert. l fol l. J:>hil t1d 1-ph in ii g 11-
ns >lll " ' 

I 1.ll tn 111 0 ' Tbnt, i ll 1 rutty sLrong 1ml, 11 t 
't mllllll 11 , ' • • . 

·ly {l'tlll" {l!IOU" h , llS r CIJJII t.isbify i ·:for I lhwe 
)l('.111 , • !!> " 

' • lf" ]Jeon tlfl 1~ci~)1· m y ,, • 
U hits 11,11~n stil l' d ov r 1in d over again m tlia 

pnlilii, print, Ill' Eu,!!:hncl :111rl Antl•ri,·a, ~hat ~lw 
l'.:], ,l,rah•.,1 :ll'tor, "'\V. (!. :M:wn:a,ly, 1mufo 1t m1 m-

• 11 • 1. tint " none ,,f his ehildrc:n ~hould Y<ll'lH J l '. 1 ll l , ' < , 

L' ill"'r .,-0 t" tl1c t.l1eat.re or h:w,i any viHitinµ; con-
• ::--, • ,, •C I , , , •,,1 ,, 11nc•.l,t<>IL H w1t,h a,·.tol N m ,tdu.~~•-~. 

'rl, i,; iwl,J,"l has been Hnccrcd at as a " mere 

111 ,11 ;,p,i]" '· l' ,; t.,ry." Bnt. t .]1,, Htiµ;ma it, H\:1111p,-; 11~1u11 

tlii: tli.:atrn, a1Hl tlw rn:my :tllll pnwm-ful rnnt1Y1 •,; 
tlia[·, pr11 11 1pt to it~ Lle11i:1l, and the fa,,ility ·with 
wlti,•.h thi, ,l.,nial rniµ;lit. l,u ~nenrc,l l,y ,dirn•. to l\lr. 
J\Ltnn·atly, and with:il t1rn font that it Htill Ht:1nc1, 
ulle,mtrnrlietetl upon the rccor<l, will go very far to-



12 TIIJ<; TH E ,Vl'l: I•:. 

ward imprc,.,i11g th,1 111t!Jli1·. mi11J wilh llit: <'<>lll'ie­
ti1J11 nf' its trnthlitlu, ,;, ,. 

Uf tlw HOii 11f 01w \\'h" w:is 1i,r 111,11 ·i, tl 1•111 , . 
' d :-: <•01·p 

of y,::1n; rnan:1" t•r lll' 1111t: ,,[' tlw X,•11• ·,· ,11·! · 11 • 
.• ' ' • • • .1 " H•af ,·v.•: 

a11d wl1 n rn ai11t.ai11 ,,] tl1r11ll'•h lifo ·1 l1i"h . . 
1 

,~ ' , , 1,• .-.,)1• (•1-t 

l1ilit-.y, a. lm1th cr ('lCr'.!y111au 11Tih ·., 11ll• • ,, J ,,.. . • -
. , , , ' ' • .I S l'1•1·y 
rnl 1111:1tu w1!.h li 1111. 11" wn ,-; olr. •11 at 11 1,· 1: t I : _ ,1 .I ll ' l':,.; 

h11usc:, ancl I as nlh:u at hi , . 1\ 111] I r, :111, •1nlJ1•r 11•1,1] 
thu .~11rl'ris,: wit.h wlti .. lt I rn,·ein:.l l'r-1111 l • I 11111 t ie 
a11111J1tllt:t:111,:11t. t.l1nt lw wns 1111[, allnm •,l t11,, 11 I II ,-. 0 I I ~ 

tl1,,:1trc, nr p,:rliaps iL was f-11at lu: 11:i,l 1111(, )1,.,, 11 
alloweLl Lo ,~o. AL all i:v,:11t.,, tht• i111l'r"•'Ki11u 111 :i ,l., 
upn1t my min cl wa,. (.hat, his l:1t-li.•r ,lid 11111 • . • 1 

. ' I fJJ l .',;, lf I I ' 

t/i, : t/i,,utn; ,1 )ii 1>lt1,·1: j;,1· /, i., ,•11 ,'IJJ'111 " 11·- ,. ti . , • ii~ II' 

clt•1·.'.!-yman en:r yi:t ]1.,,m f:1unrl wl111 11l1j<Sd,c,l to I Ii,: 

chmch, :18 :i. r1l:11·t: lllllit for his ('liildr,•11 I' ] , 'J II \\' 1( 1 

fo1·ha,lu hi,-; clti],lrnn t,1 " havt· ·u1y yi,it'111• ·, ' ' , ' ' D ' tllllll ' t~• 

tiu11 ~" with t.hu fa111ili,' s of' r·lurgy111,•.11 '( 

ll:u111:1h :i'llnrn, tht) fri o11d 11l' /1:ll'l•i,·k. :111,J i 11 l1t•r 

t·nrlit:r Llays :1 writ.,Jr for :1llll p:1trn11 nl' f,Ji., t.11,,:,l r,• 

writ.·s, ns the: j11tl,c::1111:11t i i1r, -,,.J u1H111 lu·1· ]11• 11,,i 
uwn ob.survat.i1111- for hl1u Hay ~ " 111• h:1'1 r,• :i,l 1it;', 1., ,,(' 

th ,, writ,iugs a.~ai11 "t, t.\i,\ st:1g, :- tl1;1f·, ,, th" rrnil , ,, f' 

tl'.' ' .:-Zl'iri t ~n,l th (: J'l'llit~ ,11' th,· ,t :1.1~•· 1,, .,·Ji :q, ,; ,·\ ­
luli1t :1 ~ po111lt:tl a rt1n(.raRt, as t\i1: hurna1t i11 ,.1).:'iii:i­
Li, ,n 11 an (~1)neeive." 

Arl,l now tl1c Wt' iµ·l1t ,,f th .. ,,,, v:1rin11~ (, ·, li1 11 11 11 j,,~ 

t 11 lh,i j1ulµ,111u11t of' Ll11 , ( ll11tn·l1 an,] t Ji,, )Jl':iri 11 ... 

of the d,;cpn:it i11~Li11cl~ of th" 1,in11s Ji,,:irt, :11ul ,11:~ 

'j'\fE •nrn,l'l'llli. 13 

_ \ wh tn ,1"PJJ" 11 I'll! pil'i11n int" f111l t•.,m-
~ l1 •\' 1111( , ('Ill l • 1 l ' ·' • t i . , j,; , .. 111othh1"· 111 t. ,, , t w,1trc 

. · :j,111 1l1:1t, I l('lt. ' ' • ... ' • 
' 1' 1 ( . ,is(il' [.11 (]" ' mtun•, t,; ul v1r(11(: :1ml 
r:,.Ji, -:, llv all :1)!\ JI ' 

n•li inn ? l 1 l l 1· 
1 

·l ltl ii ,wt ucl,1 1-0 t 1n , t•]Jl 1 an, .. n•.c 
I t\llt ~ lOH 
' • , . 

1
- n tn n to tlw yi"il,l,: i11tlw,11r·e 11t' tL 

of' t hi~ •unv10 ,, . , 
the uc j,;Jllionrlw,ul :1r11rn11l 1L ! 

d lf',itre upon • ,. . 
• 

1 
n ,,.-,tit nr n1Y11 cyt·~ a. 111H't\ r1u11:t 

\\ 'c• it\\' ~• ' . • , 
·] ·I ort iull r IL m·,•at l'tty t.]1oro1t~ltl:1n• H) 

011 1l m(myp C' •. , 

l 
· rlnii·n •11!1' by tlin n1w11111g o( a tl1 .. ,1trc 

chu11 p: < 111 • . • •• 
, lll 'tk it nu tluw·· )int pl t.:a,;:1nt-, 1t not 

th1•1·1• II~ "o • • "' , lly 1tnStlli fur a wnn1:m to pa~~ tlu: ~pot 
ol'( II II :• U:l • ' ' I r· 
:i ft r niglltfo lJ with ou L ti .1'['(\l:l"·t.,r. ,\ iLh "':1at 
. 

1 
con ·t iltl, the <r1n-1i:il:u:c , the g:11111,ltng 

tn !!H Ill' J I:> ' .' 

11 1 tli hou f Lltc ]n;;t, wom:rn m:1k,i thl'H' 
h< nut • . . .. • 

I en ·,n '1'-• Y i 1111ty ! J.Tt,w (',(\1ll('8 1t that 
:111pt•Jll'II L V LO • • • . • • • 

l,h 111cans nntl 11uplt n.11cc~ 11f tl1 H~1p:1t.1on [1.1l1l vwe 

11 ·(··ti t·ly ~11ri11"' UJ) in tho 11lt1co whither 
C.:() ( ' I I s ' I ' I c.) 

~]lt':1tn ,-g,J1:r.~ rc~ort? 1\Thy_ clo the . hn~:tt.1,iug-

hold 11[' ]l<'l'<lition opPn tlw1r a vnurlnµ; )11(1\lth, 

nr<)trn•l tlw tlu·atrc :18 naturally ns :i,llL'S ,~:1t.hu1· 
al,,,ut, thn ('rah\r ,1l' a yolt,ano? '\Vhat. llH' a.n these 

Ft,rik ill!! :dli11it.ie~? nr. ndlows :JLllllits th:tt " the 
j11111111r;,lit.y :rntl n«·kle~;:1"•~;; of ~neit't.y, itR folly 

a,"l vit:e, h:wc l'lnskr0rl :1rou11d the tlwntrc." 
Nnw ll'hy is this , if' 11ot bct':u1,e " hirds of a fenJ.her 

flock lo).!;t.:thr.r '/'' AH Jon,.!; :is the tlw:-itrc a.t­
tr:id~ 81wh a r.nmpaui,,nship, nn i-;ophistri cH of 

8pct:ial plcatli11~ will pcrHu::tele thinking miml~ thnt 

'.! 
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th e Knm·cc nf nttrnction i,, utlwr than tlw , . . 
. • ~)·lnpa. 

t hy that llat,urn l.ly ,;pnngs u1, l1dwi,t•11 :, i1 iii · : . 
l dl ll I(•~ 

of ta 't an,l d tnrud l' r. • 

5, lT1lo11 1.111 bho1• point wo must, sp011 k wi~ll I l 
. . ]J ll )l. 

n. ·, t,h 11g\1 ru1 ·wns tu peak w.1 fl1 111od1,tl'nt,inn Hh l 
lrnt,h • 1111 cl fh11t ii.-the clwmcter of (1 1(ri •r; , , • ,, . ?Jh;. 
11<1rtton fl { tl1Q~IJ most co11stm1t ·11 ll1d r au , 1,cl , • , u 11r11 
ctt lh tl1<1at1·,), 

J, L 11!1 not l1 unck r:-tood nil in timnUng Ntii,b non 
f' t.lla p1m .. t,hc ro6ned uml oven uJ' th , clnn·ch. 

mrunll 1'l:lhi'P 11ro found within it& wnU • 1/llt Il l ' u. 
),10 1md r!!tood not ns .i 11ti1nati'll,171 lmL n tllTitm i,i . 
W'i.tlwnt all J'clnr of oontrudi fiou, tb11L 1'11 vik 
~11traol re in t lio co1111utmity1 mule mul I' m;il1.:: 11 111~ 

tb 11,t in. ltirgc nun1bers1 go to the the:dl' , us ri•1:,'lt• 

lnrly ns the pi yiu ,. sttws oome out lo weep 1>Yer rmtl 
1ockon tliem to ho1wo11 I l oor wr c h Ll fh ll cm . . ' w0111an, one d,iwn n·orn l1or glo1,y mt1 !,ht: ,lq,ths 
vf a lmttomless ~h1nuo uud •one tliitl11 , fo rlrng 
utl1crK down to .11 mn 1 or 1lra,qgt1t 1lown l,y fo , 11lnti• , 
l1 Pa rt1<, s rnat1-,,.on tl1itl1or ns vi •t(n•--vic(.illl t11 n:­
n :11 µ; ,) hr,r crnul wrnn µ,K nn the Hex to wl1i 1·h ~he 
om ',, h (' l' tbmnati11n ! 

Sir " ' alter f:eoU wrote iu hi ;; lh y : " 'fh,, hi •,-1 
par t of the huusc is openly and avowedly ~d 11 ff 
ror tl1cir re<icption, aml no par t opt:n tn f.1;<1 1,nl,lic 
is frco from ilwir i11 tru,sinn , or at least frorn the 
,li~gu;;ting imprnpri ut.ies to which tlwir nei,,·ltbour. 

r;, 

huod gives rise. UnlcE8 in case of strong attrac. 
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r i(,n!.<'8 an,1 their :11lmirer~ 
. pon th atng I) f J -1·' · ' t\0 11 II • • '[/(( l r·mrt, o : t l C :lllt ll ,ll<.L .. 

I fmn :i. m 11"
1 

• l 
11 110I f _ < • i'tb tr<.'ll ln t liu \\' 11rld an : ,lt•,t.111l:1 

t. 1'11h11 C1t en 
'l' l11• lllll8' du \ • ua that 111•.1· ,,1111, Jl(lt. Y<>l'Y 

II S JU "' " 
n, 1: 11ll 11iny t f fllJci,•.t.y 1111tRt ;nt exdaiul 

. • fh ll' f;ii s e 
Il l •1> l ll " 

. l t,h nbu o. . . . _ . , 
ll'rtl lll . t , 1tppoi11tt .tl t t• J]) ( ['\11'11 rnlo> th1,, 

" , • lt iUllL ce, l l _ .. ~ 1• e •-- •11tl' of ilw l'< I"'' t w,,t,rc,; . 'Lh r oren w • • •' 
»1J1ll I "I . ·L a tli u.L if thL•~l) 1, c11 ple Wl'l'O L' X· 
• j nutloH rnpor " \. 
111 ' 

8 1 hen ti· , u kl Jtti t he ~npportc,l ! J 
t•luil d th • 1 • 1' ··t t) r r.1)ort ••t 1\n!QJllt'" lll . >11.> 0ll l , 
• iilnr <'omlll t" ec i · , ' . .. • l 

,ll ll to tho olu Trmnunt Ihc,tt.r c, H,ll ( 
' {h 1,ofer n 

Wl r tl }1 was fr c,1111'.nk•l hy l lJ L: ll 
I h ,i A pa rL o 1 . 

t l tl . I b d oJ11n·nt1lt•r :,ml lh :tt th •n 1 lia,l 
l' n t r 1 us Y a ' . . 

t . 'L' · •o ru mury wlw n 1t was 11 ,1 1". Hn 
I ' 11 t 11uow1ut • 
ICtJil • , , •• • I'" 'J']1t, llHlU:l"'( >l.' of , • v 1,.,. thmrtrc in µ 5.,.,u • • ,.., 
rn J v 1 ·J's " Y" ' IJ' • . , .. ·o 

P l'k 11henhl'C i.11 C\ ·' ur ;:, ,t ,, \, , " ~ • ,., 
(h (I, • 1 • t·t , , cl ] I(' w ·1:; 

] . f'1r m III L 11H rn« , -01, ,tu • • • 
ntl1J1t1}\I· i n ' . . . . 

. 1 • . ~ ·ro Lh , . 111.J l w 111 :i, ear cl t .h a t 1,J, o , 1 t-
ol.,11 ' t1 I uum £ 

L 11,pt, wn 1t f:1.i lur I . 
:N'o1 '11ltnnltl i he ll(l il Lh« L hl'-l' " or there lit i>JHi 

. . l · 1 , l •111 , hi, e,•~ ,. ~01newhat, ),etl or ~fate, 11f 
Ol' f,\\-n 1;-; 11 ,l ft , , 

. l . l )1 , ' 11 1 rou "·h t :1honf, yd t,h l' l' L: ~(au <ls 
thlll '...!_~ J,tf 1.,-L I i7 l • . • 

1 
; .11 1 t rn , iv,, 1'-1 1,t. 1.l«t1, fo t. Ji, , tlw ,1Lrn 111 :;ti1td -t It ' I 1;1 I ; (j J ' , , • 

. 1 il ,]· ·, s l'hil,lnm to f,111 ,11· lunnu, 111; Hh,,q i 
}YI' Y O( ' ; " , • • . 

j (l• ·
1
_ . .. 1,•t,11 ,, ,_,,T 11 11n 1l. :1.ll that 1:, YJk antl ,11 , rn-

<J )('l l l'" ' ' :,, , - l 

11 • . .' ,t y I '\\'h-tt :-tr :\11 !•1\ att-rautiuu h :1s 
pnf ;1 I l\ lll ~ fl ( 11 , i. • < • "' • 

l ll I I, ,. 'l tt'"P 11c'"] ll t' 'I J l nw co1111 ·, i t to t W . H;il l't~ ti i., • ' . ' ., ' 

pa,, f 1i,
1 
r, it, i~ f'.lrn t111ly pu l.i lic pLH;,, wl wrc tlwy lovr. 
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li. (tllt'l'• 111111·c~ . ~l'hc :1gl •,-{ a 11d t•u11111111r 1i l i1 ... nu, I. 

;·, , · /. · /, .... ..; ;J 1111 ((/J(/1lrluo,~t l in ll l() l'il ,~ h :1\ 'l' :il w., \";" 11:•1• 1: 

th11 ~1: HH1,-.;t, 1)rr.,;s /1111C1l, :1{1; odd.:1 ·,' ,_,,/ i11 llH: l111 •i ;1 i·1 ~. 

J:.,]Ji11 , in l1i,, l1i ,,111r.\' ,,1 · t,Ji., ( :r,·,·k~, l11•,11L, 1111 (1 
oi' l1i,; :-;,:d ion,,.;," L•'1111 tl11 0.o;i-·, for (l1,•:l1ri;::il 1·• •i•l'(•, ,•1,. 

17 

('!)lll(', 

( )/'I ill' ,r,•,•; wh 1:,,y,,]11ti,11 1 i11u 1· •lul,r;il 1,i] l•:,t111uni'I 

]:u r l« · I\ ,·i.,.;; : '' \\' h ii, : 1·1111rt~ ,.f' .i 11~1 i,·<1 m·l'n I lirn~t, 

., 111 ),\' .L;1-,,l,i11 tril,11n;il s , :llli'I ,,il, •111 ,·h111'(·l1,' ., ,1·,·n: 

.. 
11

11 J',111, · n •: ,l 11111111u11,·1il ~ 11!' d, ·pnrl<•,l l't'li .~ion''­

\I l,;.11 l';11·i,;' w;i;, lik e\ a cl, :1 1 nf' 111t! ,law,;-a l1:1v,l [av-

1
.
1
, 11 1; ,r r,· ,-,· 1 :11111 dt ·l 1,111<·l11·rii ·~ ,,-··tl11 •n ~ \r1 •r u in 1liat, 

,·ii. \ " 1111 i l· wt 1· 1l1;1J1 /11•u1t,1; -, 1:; /1! [h c:itn ·.-: •'l'"ll'1l, ·,l 
.. ,.,'.,..Y 11i :~l,t , '.' ' l<' r11111 ,l, ·h:111, :li,-ry , l,l:, s l'lw111y alltl 
],1ii, ·h , ·1-y i11 1,l1 1J 1_by-ti11 1i: !11 1.11(: il1t:c1 fr '.l aL 11i;.;l1t­

ii·11111 tl1v 1l1 ~;1l'l'u :1,t 11i;.;lii l,:i vk l,11 l,nil'lil :ry, ],bs-

1.J1 \:111y :1n <I dt:barn·h, ·ry i11 1lu: tlay-li1rn: ! Wh:it, i8 
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there in the thoat,rn tl1at c.111 ,1,bpt, it:-:df to ht8h'.-, 
and pa"sions so ],eaHtly '/ An: Hehouls uf Yirt11r, 
are om churehr;; Ro facile , pb,tic a.11d pli,u1t? 

\\'hat wast.ho moral a,-pect 111' Hucil!!,y 1111,ll'r 11w 
sway Llf Cromwdl, from his palaeu tlow11war1l (11 

11is ·annies? \Vlia.t ui' thnHe arn1ie:-;, L!\'Ull-tlw."' 
aru,iL•s tl1at J1,:vt•r fnn11Ll :t foo w,1rt.hy ol' t ltPir 
steel-" that m11vml to victory," writL•,; Maea11lily , 
"wit,h the preci~ion 11f 111«chi11os, while lmrni11.~ 
with tho wildest fo1mtiei,-m vf Crn~,tdPrn-ui't,•n 
sm-ronnded hy 1liHicultics, :-:0111eti1m•s eontl'111li11g 
ngr1,ia:-;t I.hr oli.t1d odds, 11ml y ,I, 1wt tln ly 1t l'V1 r 
fo,lled to OlHJUOl' Lu" ncv 1' Hiifotl to de:,Lroy 1vl111t-
" r opp od ~lu~m ? Tur m1e Wl1!1 ~ta rt 1 '1 I J,y l he 

shout of l rn 'nltat.ion with wLieh hi 1£ugli.-h 
allies atlv,mced to the combat, and uxpn:,~ml Hie 
delight of a true soltlicr when he lrnmrntl tl1,1t it 
was ever the fashiou ot' Cr1rn1wdl's pikeu1,:n to rl·­
joice greatly when they beheld tho enemy." Now 
"·hat was the moral ch,iract.er of these pnoph: ? 
"That which distinguisl1eJ. the army of Ururnwcll ,'' 
contiuucs tho histori:m, "from ot,her armil's wa~ 
thu au~tcro rnornlity aml foar of Goel wl1i1·h p•'l'­

vmlml nJl r:mlrn. No oath wns hcanl, no <lrunkm1-
11 1• galllhlin , was Heon-the property of' 1, h iJ 

r,eiu• . ful l\llU Lb lu 11 0111· of woman w,'1'c lit hl 
&L r ,J.,'' 1tl Lhis 1w,ople auoZ(,,lml the thca{1't' I 

Men may :-snot,r, if they will, at tho strnight­
bairud

1 
rouncl-hcivl fanatic..;-m:ty C,Lll them SOU\'• 
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f;w,,.1 l1ypnc·.riks aml wh,tt 11ot-hnt even tlH'ir foes 
will 11,,L ,k11y tl1:1t tlwy prn~' 'll tl and :-str,,ve to 

~,.,rry oll1 hig:h, lo!' y mnml i1i1u11. 

~111 nul:1y 1tyt1: '· 'l'h y ili1L<::1·ntln ,.1 noL 011ly to 
111•ut,.1I:L 1· Ii •luu r111il puhli 11111111 1K f'tom in,1111 , bub 
ti) 1/1((/.•r LhlJ p 1011I hl'uly rl, vout. n WtlH l/, h•11111 ly 
r ·nH •tl h l':1rli11m011h tihnt, 110 J'i •£ 1111 111 1!11<1 ho 

111pl11y1:d i,ut. .11uh IL'> [,he Ifnnsl.! 11h•1,II µ • r111~i li tl 
I' l1i11 rnul µ111 lli11 s. 'l1ho piut11:1 11~so111l1ly h :1tl Lhe 

Bililu U)l it . Mulo t'n1, l' fot u ·o: rr11 Pu1•itu11 
ep11){L• wltll tli!,!<lJ1iu of' n low tnmln'l'~l r 1wv11l1n· 
1n mlil~; hi !iii -wus 1,cµ:ulnh11l liy 11 for 1)\ll l'•' l'igil 
c 1.fo; liia -vi 1•L11 w1nmstui11,o l by moti,1· 1111 k 11own 
t m 11 of' h worhl." ,,lml tlti,I pf'l)/ll ' rtliolish fl 
tli //wrt(r,· f r 1·h11p. th Y 11holi ·h d 1tlt'1 I' !lfitl 
luniul> nnu uPoful l,hi ui:,111 but u thing Llw. ,llW 
by i11Lu iU n, natl lutt wtu1 thnt th -i.l· 1111 n1e of 
morality La.1ulcl 11 L '1- xisb witl1 t-b fl1 ;1t ,1· • 

Th•ir :trllVIIL;lU\ '111 ,t. him de:fhu l wh w-n1, 1111n 

ii, will 1) • It ug bcl\11·0 tlL01 •l1tfnl ,,hristi:1 11 11 , 111 
].)l\l. 1111 ul,oH ion of tho 1?hy-ho111!8 1U11 ng Lh11111. 

J w wlmL wns he a11poch of pnhli wo1~tlit,y 
nfter th d 11\~li f' romw ll and l11 r 11tol'1lt<in11 .. y 
h ,'\.11111·1 't ~P.hun w 1·il M llnpl,ii; No I, omne 

cc tl11 1. ,lny · 11ev r to he roenllea withrmt 11 1111 h­
dn,ys ol' jlCl'YiLuU withO\tt lo. ulty, of ~ 11,'llnlity 

-without love, f 1lwarflsh t11,lonl'.ii illld gigitn io 
vice ~t.110 M(' • nf lli111lot:,1 onJ tho j . ts 11f buf­
foon;, r gul1ttir:1g Ll10 me115m·e.~ of t\ gove11111uent 
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tha(, lt:i._l jn~t ahility r.11on"·h tn Llt'Ct'i\', 
1 . . • • o , , c, :1 ll I j ll~t 

r eli,~:·10 11 l:Hnngh L11 pc;r ,..;l~1·uh.!." 

'.l.'li ' l!(tdt1 f' hi,qps nt, cuw• 1nny h SP ,
1 

• 

ti ll . !' , ,_ 1, • 1 Ill l )111 
11\l' lll).{, re ltl u1u p n oi tt d vnttitl loyaJ

1
• 

1 
,. 

• ·, 111 111 t i111 : 'I 11u11 uevei• fo 1·ii;ut th i11 •. Jll''~lliLll• 1 . 
1 f• • I 11 1n,y 

I.Lil 11n1 un 1111JJS1:1. 1" lll1 111 g 1111t 11 ll tll&~ J111 u iw, . • 

• 11· t' I '11 111 fl.fl 1L w re>; tot,, nr •ot u no· ol' \11Jtl it b, ;
11

, ' 

l I • I 11 • I I • I .I, IJ/1. 
( ll!/ w 111· I 11 r 11y enig 1t I , l\l! witn,• . 
rn1 k' • • d • 111 , 
L 1 •m~ int,trnf!' n 11 toy111g , itb lti11 coiirul · 
l I lllll'~ 

I url 111ouLh. l velund auil Mu~arinti Ji' t ,'. 
' • IIC!J 

bo~ ~in;du~ 1n o-~011gs, i11 t l111t gloriou guJi.rv 
vlnl , a~1unt i;ovo11ty of lh great, c· u1•(il!r~ 

11
;d 

oth 1' 111 ·~ luto por1mns w r' ti lmi-sot 1-111111 l 
Ltl'" lnhl , n bank f' nb lotIBI, £2000 in (!Uh! hu~ 
for llw111," lt/Jd111;,'1nui1,.'II Ht,h1111\\'ith lhil 
sl1 r, h nl, how wi h t.h 1>h p? Let lu ,

1111
]
1
~ 

;1,11 ~we1·. Jl u lll.lys 'ti.h:1fi lltiR WHR "a p r.io1.l ol' wihl 
01111 u,-~pemlu <'lilj olubmc " f •lt iu i'l0111 d ,, i' 

1
. iu 

er ,, 11111~0 m1111or.J1ouses nntl li aml I , hnl, in I, nJ1111 
t.h, 0111'1ruak of deLnnohery \\'a 11ppulli11g.'' Ire 
a1ty11 t hal, d~i orum was Ja11,.li tl nt. ' 'l'h 1J fi1 Jiiuu­
nl,J <'itcl' • and tlio coniio puot took up tl1u noti 111l 

th11i il 111jl!J1L w 11 bo dunbwd wit 1,h r tlrnro w 
1:1uel1 n J.11i111,! ns virtno iu tho wm·ltl." 

N eo1l w,1,,Lop to i;ny tlrnt 1,h d1J ol' ,, of' Ll\ thon tro 
worn tl11•tiwn will opcu hy sur-lt " 11 nplr-that 
tbi:; 111; w11~ tL vory u,illmwi1m1 11!' play-t1.1lforR 11 nu 

piny- '0N't1? Anu 1W<!l~ II'(! 11sk \l' ltn.t Wlll:i the ol1a . 

. meter of tho drama at 1; 1u :h a t.iin u, wlum ti\'<•ry iu-

TH J<: 'l'HF.A'CP.E. 
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tality. It is iu its own es:;cntial nature an im­
morality. 

"'l1at i:; its highest cYen p1·11/1%,cd aim? 'rho 
favourite auswer is, "To hold the minor up to ua­
tnn,." In other words, tu place human 11atnrc as 
it 11i,pl:i) ,, it:;cll' in C.<lllllll(ll} lire-" the very nµ;c a111l 
body nf t.he t.imc," in jts aetnal "form arnl prcs­
surc'"- alivo npon tl1c Ktnge, for tho grntilication 
of a 1,lcasurc-:;eckiug audience, for their mere 
anms1,rnunt, not 1·,•c;·,:u.t(rm-to furuish that :nulicncc 
with so many frpsh plcasur,1blc sensations. For 
we now hear little of the <lnmmtic cant, once so 
fashi,,n:ihlc, al,out the t.hc,1t.re :is " a school of vir­
tue." Dr. J3cllows well s:iys : "If the ~ati~faetion 
and pk:1,mrc of i:<cciug these plnys dcpendc,l npon 
their mm·al iufluencc, or if their performance 
could bu j1rntificd only by their direct uscfuluc,,s to 
moral:;, I foar I should lo;;e my case with t.ho i'eri­
onK da~s." N0 , its ostensible aim is to cpitrnuize 
society a,, it lives around us ancl reports it~ cloj ngs 
in om newspapers, police gazettes and cnmt., of 
justii:o, ancl set it upon tho i.;foge, speaking and 
nctin.~ nnt its inner Relf in the presence of a pro­
rniH·11111rn a~sen1hly nt' men, women an,1 0l1il,lron. 
J3ut. wl1a(. is actua.l huma.n soo.icty? Is it nut an 
atl111ixl11rn of all that is Yilc and ahominahln , with 
hero :u1cl !.here a sn.lt-grnin of cxccl!t:ncu? 'J'akc 
the d,·,rmri/(8 pr:1'8()11/C of even Rhakspe:ire, an,1 tell 
us wh:1t vile character is uot fon11tl :unong lh<'ill-
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the Jmffoon, tho drunkard, the profane swe:,n'r, the 
prufliga.tc, the rohb,ir, the lurking n~~:l~si 11, the 
conrt,,,,m and her p:1ra111our-all tho childn:n of 
n:cklc,,.-me,;s :incl sensn:11ity. Now sny if it },n pos­
siblt,, with wliateycr aim in Yiow, to group t.hesc 
ch:nw·tcrs upou the stugc, t.o Rpcak and :,..t. out 
what is in them, without inoYitahlc moral d:irnage 

to ]J1>th spectator and :,ctor? It 18 iwt ./1"'·''''/il" ! 
But \\'hen that a.i111 is, aH it alwnys is, silllply to 

aurnse-whcn the eharnetcr,.; and aets of nwn and 
w01He11 ou their wa.y to the judgment-scat of Christ, 
whnKt> eYcry :-;in is riveting clrnins of woe upon their 
sonls, are partlllcd upon the st:1gc, Himply to help 
otlrnrH to while away an hour in luxurious cxeitc­
mcnt~it is little elHe than sacrilege! Is hnm:in na­
ture, ,~I.amped with God':, bright image, t.o be tmncd 
into a plaything? Are man's follies aml foibles 
aml Yiccs, t.lrnt make God frown and angclH weep, 
and that st.ing and stain the Honl for e\'cr, proper 
food for thoughtless mirth aml tliYCrHion? (: od for­
bid! How can net.ors over come to look ocriou,~ly 
Oil i;ins which arc with them a, eonstant ol,jt•ct of 

merry mimicry, or spectators upon vices which by 
long practice they come to ns.-;uciatc with j1>yous 
pa~timo? Vices, at first cliHgusting, now grown 
familiar, arc looked Oil not only without aversion, 
but with a kindly, grateful feeling as the donors of 
many a merry hour. ,v e love what gives u,; pleas­
ure. The looking upon sin in a merry rnooll is a, 
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process of self-vitiation; much morn Ho t It,: aet.i w,· 
of Hin in fnn and frolic. Doth arc a11 in,rnlt 1: 

human nature and a.n iusult to Goel. 'J'lwn,foro 
we say that if the highest }.Jrofo,,e,l ai111 of the 
thoatru were realized, wliich it Ho,·er iH, it must 
still work serious damage to all that is gon, l in onr 
1rnturo. 

But in faet the stage never even atloll!pts to 
realizo its highest profos~ed nim. 'l'he onu actnal 
ai111 of the Ht:,ge is, as everyhocly know~, to make 
rnoney. 'l'o this end it is under compul~i11n to 
prescut only such scenes in the rnain as shall frcd 
and grntity the tastes of the majon'l!J of those who 
most consbrntly fill the scats before it. Now 
will any pretend that this rnajority is, or ever has 
been, composed of those most noted for high, pure 
morality? Or will auy one venture to deny that 
a large and essential portion of that audience is 
1n.ide up of the dregs of society ? I3ut the bulk 
of this audience must be gratified. Ilefore it our 
poor human nature, with its frailties and vices, 
must bo exhibited, not as a diseased p(ttient to the 
1ihysician, not as invoking the remedial meclica-
1mmts of the Son of Goel, not as expo~cd to the 
solemnities of the judgment and the retributions of 
eternity, but in such guise ::tA to make tlwt audience 
mcny over them, as to elicit plaudits from box, pit 
and gallery, and secure another harvest of coin 
from the returning audience? And therefore 
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ag~in, and that with new emphasis, we say that 
the theatre is a moral hlight and cut·se ! 

Aud herein lies 011e sccrnt of its const:rnt and 
incrit:i.ble deterioration. As under the draw of 
grnvit.Ltion, the ~tage de~ccuds from bad to Wti!'ll- . 

J.i'ur it, mnHt grat.ity tho~o spectators, aml in grnt,ily­
i11g, it still f'urtltur currnpts them, and thou those 
ta~tes it has vitiated drag it down to a lower level. 

Nothing is more co1umon with the enlightened 
aml perplexed patrons of the stage than cornpla.iuts 
of its degradation. A critic in a recent nurnber of 
the N cw York Evc11·in:; Post Hays: " That the drama 
is dcgraclci[ is admitted in advance. 'l'hc · Fm nee 
did not exaggerate very much when it snicl that tab­

lcm1:,; v1:ounts have replaced pnintings of manners; 
' tights' suffice where the public used to expect 
flue thoughts mLCl verses." Yes, that the drama ·is 
clograded is admitted, and that it always hns been 
cmrnot be denied, and that it always will be is ns 
certain as that a vultme will alwitys remain a vul­
ture-as that a thing must always be itself. 

"Nevor," writes Dr. Lewis, "never-we think 
we rnay 8:rfely say it--hns any true friend of rclig­
iun and rnornlity been found upholding the theatre 
ns it actually is or 1i:i1 .. o. at any particula.r period. 
Their warmest defence is ever coupled with the acl­
rnii'Hion that, as at pre~cut managed, it needs some 
dceiducl reform to make it in all respects what it 
ougl1t to be." 

3 
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'.l'ho reason is nhvi/J\rn. ,Yhat i~ eHscntinlly im­
monil, always, t,y :L law of natHrn, go,is from lrn,1 to 
worFe. Aud aK l>r. J}p]]owH Wl'll ~ayK, "'J'he vie,•H 
of tlie theatre lrn-ni nnif;mnly liecn those of the 
time. Prnfanity aml roar,,<>llc,,, from tlto pit a 11d 
hoxl's h:1n1 rer1uired profouity t1nd c•oar~on<'~s fro11t 

the Kt:1.~er while vulgarity and ignorance have 11e­
rnandut1 raut nwl fm,tian." 'l'hnH we have n Fnlu­
tio11 of the arduous prnhl1•tn of a p1•rpet.ual motion. 
Fin,t, the Ktage rnake, a co111p:rny of ,pr~l:1':1tlJrB 
merry orcr the follic;; and vieeH of Hneicty. 'L'lwu 

the Hpcetatorn, .lcgra<lc<l in the pror.eKR, tlrng the 
stage down to thc,ir new Joye], and tlJJ,18 8i11 frcds 

it~clf, the ~tage the au1licnce 11ml the amlicuce 

the sta!:(e, until at length, in rovery emrnt.ry lrnt onr 
own, lcgi~lntinu or rc!-!al nuthority has ]wen <'Olll­

pclled to intcrpnse either to aneHt or ahnli~!t t.he 
tltc theatre. Tlwn follows a RJJ:1smoclic eH,,rt :1t 

reform, it to be Rocm followed by the old ehrnuic 
desc·ent from bad to wor~o. 

Therefore nmoug all hopeless t.l1iugs tltc most 
hnpcle,s is n permanent cleYat.ion of the Llr:nn:1. 
If the reform is ever to come, iR it not almost t.i111c 
for its advent? Fur thon,oamls "f yc:ir,, ' it 11:i;, 

]Jecn in tlie workl. Almost UH early as men found 
out how to convert Cod',« goorl frnit~ into n rnPaus 
-0f i11toxicntiun, tlrny fon11cl out how to fouJ tlwir 

appetite for clr:mrntic exltibitionR. vVhy is the re­
form so long tlchyecl? Why, after all these eeutu-

I 

' 

I 
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rie, is the theatre as hall to-day as it ever hns lw.Lm? 
l{d;_1rm the Rtnge ! Why, if itH highest, o~trn,ihle 

aim W<ll''-) reali1/.1'rl, it would still be a enr~e; and the 
w,tuct{ Ht:1go fiml:; no virtuous 1lefol1ller~ in :my 

age. 
Tlw prnc-e,s rtud rcsnlt of a reform in tlw tlimtre 

wo1thl bu like tho result aml 1wocc,s iu ruli1rlll ing 
i11t11xi,·ating drink by removing" the intoxieating 

quality-11olJotly wlli1ld tlrink it. 
Allll what is the stage to-Llay? 
1. Tu the first place, it is outrngcou~ly profane. 

This i u,food is no new thing, for it h:1s alwny,, lwc-n 
so. l'r11fa11atious of tlw 1rnmo of A !mighty (, od 
are a111l always have Leen a staphi artide in t radc 
with phy-writors and play-rretors. The pag,.,, of 
Slrnh,,peare a]Jonnd with them. A recipe for a 

mocforn play given iu a nnmhcr of the New York 
Ro,,;ul 'l.'uhlt,, dmnn.nds, among other mor,ds, 

" three hundred oaths ttud sixty-four pages nf hlas­
ph"my." Can it he otlwrwise than foarfnlly lle­
mor:1li~iug to utter and listen to hlasphcmy ns ::m 
amusement? 

2. Then the sfogc is notorious for shameh'F~ in­
dc~ern·y in the Rjle>l'tack's tn which it i11vit,,s our 

y<.mn;~ rnen and 11rnidcns. In the Paris cotTl'Rpond­
cnrni of the .New York Mction of thi,; wint,:r we 

rrad, " 'l'hc theatres of' the ct1pital are llll complain­
ing of the seantincs;; of their tLUdienccs. \Vhet.her 

this indifference of t.hc 1mhlic be clue to the fact 
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tlmt, everybody is busy shopping, or to tlie 1·c,·r11t 

intavcntion of tlw 7wlicr,, to 1rliich we ou·" a noti,·c­
riblc ruldition to tlw lj_ltflnlit,1/ crncl l,·ngth of the. 
d,·op, l'i,:s of the ballct-rlancers, it is difficult to ~ay." 
Ye~, to-cby, even in Paris, the parr1Llise of volup­
tuon:me~s, the police arc emnpclled to int.erpo~e l1c­
twee11 slu1,1neless women and the public they dcbtrnch 
with their indecencies! A receut French critic 
complains that" the modern theatre mal.cs npmwle 
of s1·1w1.ality." On this a. writer in the New York 
Evc;lin!J Post rcmrtrks, "The evil of which 
French critics and moralists complain ls ·rapidly 
sprmdi,1y through 0111· cities." Rnpidly spreading! 
That this is a most delil'ate unclen,tatoment of the 
actual truth is seen in the following extract from 
an eclitorirLl article in the N cw York Obsavcr of 
Nov., 1867: 

"One of the leading theatrical critics of Lonclou 
has recently made a tour in America, and published 
a letter in a London pnpcr on clrmnn.tic entertain­
ment~ in this couutry. He ~ays that while 111u11y 
here will not cross the threshold of a theatre, those 
who hn.vc once taken the step will welcome a11cl cn­
jo!J ,i d,·y,·cc of licr:ntio11mc~s that ·1M11{d nfJt be tol~ 

emtl'1l by the audience oJ nn English theatre. 
The object of this letter was useful information 
for foreigners who desire to nmke America a field 
for their dramatic powers. If by years of practice 
before an English autlience any woman has uc-
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quired the art of repeating shameless allusions in 
a delightful mrurncr, a1,d now is eqnal to something 
st.ill 1uore highly seasoned with unblushing vilcucs8, 
she is nB~urccl by tl1is London critic that she will 
fincl t, cultivated fickl for her clisgrrrceful 11ceorn­
plishmcnts in the refined metropolis of the Vv cstcrn 
vVorlcl." 

Time was in American society when, accorcling 
to t.110 Rowul Taulc to have proposed to any sane 
American the atrocity of being a play-actor would 
1rnYe cost the proposer a severe lecture, if not .a 
sound drubbing; but now we tolerate on the stnge 
thoBe infamous spectacles, the "Black Crook," the 
" Golden Branch," nucl the "\Vhitc Fawn," in 
which scores of young women shamelessly expose 
their persons in lascivious u.ances to gratify ta~tes 
uu known to the breasts of the purely delicate. 

3. But even its visible indecencies arc not so bad 
as its shocking theoretic immoralities. 

"'J'ake the play"-wc condcmse an extract from 
the llcv. F. II. Newhall-" which has drawn v:ist 
arnli@ccs in ull the principal theatres of our land. 
'C,w1illc' is, in plain l:ingnage, an elegant, fosl'i­
n:11 i1,g pro:st.it.nfo, making t,he audience sympathize 
with her through a.ll her ~in-yes, pity, love and 
adore her. She is nrnde to plunge to the very 
dqiths of infamy by rea .~Oll of the purity uncl ~in­
cm-i ty of her devotion to 0110 who is worthy of her 
affection -- trailing her son! through the foulest 
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corruption a woman can know," and then :1t last 
" the h:tpJ)Y spirit cxhnles to hc:wcn !" 

. 1c 1cro o r urrna, 1s a s 1ameless adulterer, "'l'l I f 'N '· l 
the heroine of 'La l!'avorib' is a wretL:hccl eourte­
san. 'Don Giovanni' is a viol:,tion of tho Seventh 
Cornman,l111cnt :set to music." And ma11y others 
might be namcJ which arc nnnght bnt ta!~~ of in­
famy from beginning to end. It is cnou•>-l1 to 

l ~ ma w the hmrt sick to think of the present r"ncli-
tion antl future prospects of a. society in which 
sr1ch thiug"S arc not only tolcmtcd but welcomed 
aml applauded, aud that too by those who a few 
years ago would h::we his,;cd them out of the land. 

Allll now wc bog the thonghtful fricntl of virtue 
to con~itlcr what must be the effect of stage scones 
upon both actor and spectator. 

To pcrsonatc a character with n,ny hope of suc­
cess requires diligent, cnrofol n,ncl protrnctod Ktucly. 
The 11crformer ret.ires to his closet, book in lrnncl, 
an~l t.hcre peruses those J)ngos, Llrinking iu their 
every thought, plying his 1-011! with those th(IL\"·hts 

. ti ' 

until they become a part of his being. He clocs 
all that in him lies for the time actnally to be the 
eh:uact()r he is to perso1rnt.c. So far docs t.his 
idcntifkation of sulf with the assumed eharnctor 
sollldimus go, that, in umneruus recorded in~t:rnccs 
thC' ,ulf has been actually lost in the chnractcr, and 
the crazed actor has for years fancied him,clf actu­
ally to be in life what for :-;o long he had studied 
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u1, n !,I.HJ sb1,.,o. 'J'lmt cl1tw11ote1· ,;n1~y L 
Fnl hlff l' Ttigo, 1· !ttlil.mn, or what, n t,; n1ul w w 
L II whlll, 111u!:! he I ho 1•0, ult 111) 11 Lhu u1111·u l 

1f !I, 111nu I' (,his prolong ·cl, 11t,111.li )fl/11 p1lR· 

cfli,111, lo I hink, f •I 1rnd aoL ]I I an cl vii? 
Theu t,l1i11k of tho~ll pun·. wr t h tl w 111 n, la111•­

(1 11i11g t,hmua Irr lt1 :<hm11elo. • 1r- Xpll1>lll'C lo th 
w11H f t,l11l\1B1~11Js

1 
i,p 11d in f h111g y n r , f t lwii• 

Ji,•r~ in hu.1,hing t t1r1t(,i11g t,h ir ul.· wil It Lll • 
t,hi,u~hts nml 11101,imu, of Lhoso flll,hy •1101•;\ t,cr, 
tlult form t.l tt> hiuf' •hu,rm of 11mny 11!' thostl piny, ~ 
Let :my one 1· 1Lll hit! owu p •1•i u 'l•., if m1ti11·­

tu1111t •ly he hnll m,y to recall. lfal 1111y on uf 
l3 lia l .y r th.i·u , l, lil1·e yom yea flll i111l •ll 11t, 
Jli tur ? J\ 1111 hnv y,111 t,yer beon nl 1 t:o liaw't 
it,? Ia 111 re flUJ lllOl~ll caustic in tll wo1•lu t lli1t 
can lHu'11 iL 11 ol' ycnt1• 1· collect,ion? n • ! ULL 

111· Hlllill tl tl1•rewi t,h L yom· clyina clay I 1\u1\ 
tlrn imlict,n nt, w t-i.11] • n::,l'!liuat. ti, shtg i~, tl.101, IL 
cr,111p l 11 toi: uud ucLrr1< '<JS to 1)00µ1 J1 fr nlimla 
wit,h pol111Li11g iuu,. r , to ,1 file thOJU wil,J1 vil 
emotions, (1111t fi»ll 1111tl iut nsHy Ll1 d •prth• ili 
of 11 honrt nnd ~lrng th l1l inuvit11l~ly d~1\V11 t, 
dcul'111lnti, J1 f l\(Jlll J 

A111 wl111 , iti l11c,ti, i nml nlwn. s hns 11 • 11 I h 
a hml pl'l-Vllil iilg (l]HP'il t r or ltct,01·~, mn l 111111 I'. 
l\Uilo 1 t,l, nly 1111. ic hc•cu clisrnpn 'ht1-nn1 
so<'i i.y ,·m111vt ?'t'~:lH'Cf. hi 111 or 1101· who s1pu1 11rl ,, 
lilo for ikl ct,/llll illCl/t--PUt il ha buou ullio U1l1U()-
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l'IU, liocntiou . r, 0 l'l lj' Ul'c pi•e:,:l(ili:n,11 chm:nt1for, 
fur WO m!ty 1)1 C Ll 'IIY Lh!l~ I !11.11·0 lmve b 0011 ll Ylllle 
e,·uevt,i~1U!!...-ju~L nho11t 11 i11gl1 lo 71rm1 lh 1111 -. 
1 '.l'bu in t,u wri ' TJ1,. l J -Will, ,: t,hn,t in 11 V ry few 
e.usc~; Ii k lw e ot' l 1wi:fo'k aml M 1,s. SidJowi, bl.illy 
b.a.ve uatoly ni vg frc,m th is load of disl1nJrnm· 
011ly iilio,va h w 1t1.J.i\' 1• rt! aud lww clecp ia tho p­
Jll'obvi;um. 1 R .11..~ u writ ~: ' I obsccv,a Mu,h l1he 
sit1urLion of tl1e 11 lc'H' if! nuo of licunt iou n. . The 
m n are abtiml h'o<l f,o tliwrd r~tho wou.utn lo(1d 

scuncblous liveR." 
And what is the effect of all this upon spectators, 

nnd through them upon sooiety ? It is terrible to 
think of! The stage is to-Jay robbing us of that 
pricolc jow ,J wourn111ly 1t1otlcsty ! The honst of 
Amorfon 'th·nn the l) •i,;i11 11iu<>· until nmv, hna b(! ' U 
the dllli \lato ,,iode ~1' atHl 1,1urity oP 1101: wom 11. 

Rob us of tl 'is, au l aln;; fol! Ll1' r .pnblic ! :A_n,l 
this the tn):!c is ~I nling lhnu us ov~ry hour! 
Who tlrn ha the won.l of ~t>d t:y nud al' t,ho re­
public at l;c:trt ca n read withont deep p:1in ,mch 
record, as tl1is: "'l'he initial evening" of the Bbck 
Crook :1t Niblo's, N cw York, " s:,w the theatre 
:rauk cl.--bn witli m,n, ycry H•w 1mving tho 
t.:m ,m•it,y to iak wi 11\etl to !lll hil,iLion so ve1·y 
qnc&tionnhl . 'l'li •ro11tl w11i11g tlrn amnll fbmi­
nlu lJom 11t wall in •,re/11-1ell , roul h lbr 'iihn NOcon(l 

month had beµ;un, city damc·s of position and care­
fully-reared damsels ventured to gaze at the wanton 

If 
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claucus aml lewd tableaux, in spite of the blushe~ 
tlmt. en,·ereLl them ev( :ll to their finger-tips !-eve~. 
the .l>vuwn Dance, whieh 110 man, however btase, 
could ~oc for the first time without some sense of 
sh,t111(), was accq1ted as a thing of course. 'l'he 
firHt, night o±' il s repre;;eutation, even N cw York 
was :1stonishccl and mortified, and after a fow 
~cconds would have hisser! the lascivious exhibit.ion, 
but for the cla'lw w·s carefully posted through the 
house" (Northern ll[nnth(IJ, ])forchr 1808). And 
what is the res nit? " Our women" [ of the city 
named] , says the same magazine, " have grown 
harder and ruder, less sensitive and modest. An 
acquaintance who had been absent for two years 
asked, iVlrnt is the matter with my fair acquaint­
ances? I can hardly recognize some of my oldest 
friends, they are so clrnuged. They remind one of 
the Paris women, without their tact and grace. 
They seem broader but less fine and feminine, and 
the difference between their former and present 
selves chills und pains me." 

This then is the sum of the whole mutter-the 
instincts of deep, pure piety shrink from the ex­
hibitions upon the stage as purity from vileness; 
the Church for eighteen hundred years has con­
demned them; in this condemnation she has been 
joined by writers of almost every cluss-heuthen, 
men of the world and infidels; actors have refused 
to allow their children to go to the theatre; the 
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opening of a theatre almost always, if not [llways, 
deHtroys the moral clrnractcr of the sun·uu1lCling 
neighbourhood; to tho thc[lt.l'e the vilest clrnracters 
in the community, male mid female, flock as often 
as the night slrndows fall, and the theatre is the 
only place of public resort where these lost ones 
know that they can meet each other; the ages and 
communities most abandoned in morals have alwn.ys 
been most passionately aLlclicted to tho theatre; 
theatrical representations in t.hcir best estate are 
es,entially ini111ical to the morals of both actor and 
spectator, and in their acttml character are a hid­
eous blight upon all purity; the only poRsiblc re­
form of the thclltre is its dcst.rnction ; the stage is 
outrageously profane, unblushingly indecent ancl 
terribly immoral; the character of actors, male aucl 
female, is with few exceptions one of licentious­
ness; and the stage is to-clay making desohting in­
ro:1ds upon the pure delicacy of our female society. 

'l'he stage is therefore the foe of purity, of piety, 
of the nation, of man. It is the place where 
thousands of our precious youth form their first 
acq@intance with vice, whence they go, step by 
step tLlong the downwarJ road, breaking the hearts 
of parents, making virtue weep, piety monm and 
constraining the Republic to cry out with Augustus 
to Varus, "Oh give me back my legions!" \Vho­
evcr goes to the theatre goes into bad company. 
Whoever feeds upon the viands served up upon the 
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t , t dines on human ~11ulfl I Wuo(W4.'r takes a 
s u,.,, l b 't ·11 b .. l to the thc·th'u tnk R ier W ewe 1 w1 e 
),Ulllt en • ' I . 

l . ,1·tii1 J"1tl1"r thau th rule rf sue do not t ic cxeupu • v , • 

•·] • . , ·tnJ hear thin°·s that will trnge her pure sec 1• uug.-, • ' ·-=- . 
cJi,,uk with shnrnc. ·whoever p:tys a half-dollar at 
tltu tlonr of the theatre contributes so much to 
suppurt an instit1,1Uon whore rn cn nnd w01'.ien dcs­
trPY t.hoir own ijOtil~ for the tl.l'lrn ement of others ! 

'.!'he dcstmction of the thr.ut1• woulll make de­
lll(•ll S m:ul and :rngcls glad, would -~ave the mornls 
of' the nation from so fo:nfnlly rapid deterioration 
and would remove a stumbling-block, over "Which 
t]wu~ands ancl tens uf thousands are precipitating 
th0rnaches into moml ruin and eternal death ! 

N,J'rn-,Ve have hccn forgely indebted in the stmly of 
this subject to the cln.bnrntc nncl 11ble 'l'ract on "The 
Theatre" by (he R,w. T. E. Thomas, D. D., ofDn.yton, Ohio, 
nncl rtlRo to. those of the Rev, F. lI. Newhnll, D,D, tho Rev. 
R, M. Ifotftc!Ll, and the Rev. llirnrn Mattison, D. D. 

TUE END. 
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