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CONDITIONS OF THE DISCUSSION.

-

This discussion was held, by previous arrangement, in Dr. Wardlaw’s Chapel, and conducted)
under the following regulations : — ' :

I. That the discussion shall commence. on Monday, the 13th June, at half-past six o’clock
evening, precisely, and shall be resumed every succeeding evening, at the same hour, till finished.

II. That each speaker shall occupy half an hour, alternately. The discussion shall not exceed
three hours each evening.

IIL. That the admission shall be by tickets, at 6d each: the number to be limited to 1,200.

IV. That neither of the speakers shall, upon any pretext whatever, be interrupted in the de-
livery of his sentiments. '

V. That the object of the discussion being to elicit information as to the facts of the case—no!
to propose any questigns for formal decision—no vote of the audience shall be taken at the close.

Doors to be opened at five o’clock. No children under twelve years of age to be admitted,
unless accompanied by parents or guardians.
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- most praiseworthily so, in interfering with the institutions, social, political, and religious, of
<

. SIR,—

INTRODUCTION.

LN

The following were the preliminary steps connected with the Discussion reported in the
succeeding pages .i— : v

Mr. Breckinridge’s Letter, expressing his willingness to meet Mr. Thampson at Glasgow,
was occasioned by the following passage in Mr. Thompson’s Letter, which appeared in the
London: Patriot, in reply to the extracts inserted in that Journal, from the work published
by the Rev. Drs. Cox and Hoby, entitled ¢ The Baptists in America.’
¢ In the mean time, I am ready to meet Dr..\Cox in Exeter Hall, in his own Chapel, or in !
! any other building, to justify my charges against America and American Ministers; my !
' general policy in the Anti-Slavery cause, and any particular act of which Dr. Cox com-
; plains. I am ready, also, and anxious to meet any American clergyman, or other gentle-
" man, in any part of Great Britain, to discuss the general question, or the propriety of that
' interference, of which so much has been said by persons who are otherwise engaged, and

every other quarter of ‘the.Globe.’

|
:
‘1'
MR. THOMPSON’S CHALLENGE ACCEPTED. ‘|

To the Editor of the London Patriot.

A friend in this city,‘ with whom I have stopped for a day or two, on my way to Scotland,

has put into my hands your paper of the 23d inst., which contains Mr. George Thompson’s
letter of the 13th, attacking Dr. Cox. '

As to the difficulties which exist between those two gentlemen, I, of course, have no
right to speak. ‘

Mr. Thompson, however, has not contented himself with urging a [;articular controversy ‘
|
J

V
v

with Dr. Cox :—nor even a general controversy, free for all who desire to engage him, or call
in_question his ‘charges against America, and American Ministers’—as *slaveholding
Ministers and Christians on the other side of the water.” ¢ But,’ says he, ¢ I am ready, also,
and anxious to meet any Awmerican clergyman, or other gentleman, in any part of Great
Britain, to discuss the general question, &c.:’ that is, the general question of his ¢ charges
against America and American Ministers, touching the whole subject of African slavery in
that country.’ :

After mature and prayerful consideration, and full consultation with a few friends, I am
not able to see how I can avoid taking notice of this direct, and almost personal challenge ;
which I have some reason to suspect, was probably intended for me. )

And yet I feel myselfencompassed with many difficulties. Forsome may consider me defend-
ing the institution of slavery ; whereas, I myself believe it to be contrary to the spirit of the
gospel, and the natural rights of men. Others might naturally look for more full proofs, and
more exact information, than I can give, when relying almost entirely upon mere mcmory. ‘
While by far the greater part, 1 much fear, are as impatient of all investigation on the sub-
jzct, as, I am sorry to say, they seem to me totally unacquainted with its real condition in ‘

merica. |

I have concluded, however, to accept the somewhat boastful challenge of Mr. Thomp-
son. And I trust the following suggestions and conditions will be considred most reason-
able, when the peculiar circumstances of the case are considered :—

1. T will meet Mr. Thompson at Glasgow, any time during the three first weeks of June,
and spend three or four hours a day, for as many days consecutively, as may be necessary—
in discussing the ‘general question,’” as involved in his ¢charges against America, and
American Ministers,” in reference to the whole subject of slavery there.
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2. But as my whole objeot is to get before the British churches certain views and sugges-
tions on this subject, which I firmly believe are indispensable, to prevent the total aliena-
tion of British and American christians from each other; I shall not consider it necessary
to commence the discussion at all, unless such arrangements are previously made, as will
secure the publication, in a cheap and permanent form, of all that is said and done on the
occasion.

3. I must insist on a patient and fair hearing, by responsible persons. Therefore, I will
agree that the audience shall consist of a select number of gentlemen, say from fifty to five
hundred ; to be admitted by ticket only,—and a committee previously agreed on to distri-
bute the tickets—only to respectable persons. '

I take it for granted that Mr. Thompson would himself prefer Glasgow to any other city,
for the scene of this meeting : as it is the home of his most active supporters. And whi{e
the selection of the particular time of it cannot be important to him, my own previous
arrangements are such, as to leave me no wider range than that proposed to his choice above.

More minute arrangements are left to the future; and they can, no doubt, be easily made.

I must ask the favor of an early insertion of this note, in the Patriot ; and beg to say,
through you, to the Editor of the Glasgow Chronicle, that I shall feel obliged by its repub-

lication in his paper.
R. J. BRECKINRIDGE,

A Delegate from the Geheral Assemby of the Presbyterian Church of the
- U.8. of America, to the Congregational Union of England and Wales.

Durham, May 28, 1836.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE GLASGOW CHRONICLE.

London, June 1, 1S36.
SIR,—

I forward you, without a- moment’s delay, a copy of this eveming's Patriot, containg a
letter from the Rev. Robert J. Breckinridge, of Baltimore, United States. The following
is my reply, which you will oblige me by immediately inserting, in company with the com-
munication to which it refers. .

I feel thankful that my overture has been accepted; and, notwithstanding the arrange-
ments I had made to remain in London during the whole of the present month, and the
announcement of my name in the public advertisements to lecture during the forthcoming
week, I shall, D. V. be in Glasgow on Tuesday next; and shall be ready to meet Mr. Breck-
inridge in the Religious Institution House, South Frederick Street, at noon of that day, to
settle the preliminaries of the discussion, which, I trust, will commence the following
morning. ,

Itis gy earnest hope, that every thing said and done, will be in accordance with gentle-
manly feeling and christian courtesy.
’ Yours respectfully,

GEORGE THOMPSON.

NOTE.

The Speeches and Documents in this Pamphlet having been submitted to the cor-
rection of the Speakers, the Report may be relied on as an accurate and full account
of the important proceedings.




DISCUSSION.

FIRST NIGHT—MONDAY, JUNE 13.

Monday night, agreeably to advertisement, the discus-

: =wsion betwixt Mr, George Thompgm‘ and lh? Rev. R. J.

* Breckinridge, was opened. By half-past six, the hour
fixed on by the Committee, Dr. Wardlaw’s Chapel con-
tained 1200 individuals, the number agreed upon by both
parties.(1) A great number could not gain admittance, in
<onsequence of the tickets allotted being bought up on Sat-
urday. On the entrance of the two antagonists, acedm-

. panied by the Committee, the audience warmly cheered
them. By appointment of the Committee,

The Rrv. DR. WARDLAW took the chair, and said—
Ladies and Gentlemen—I have to thank my friends on either
hand of me, for the honor they have thus conferred uponine ;
and T trast that, in taking the chair, I have the pleasure
of your concurrence. I have accepted the honor, without
expressing any apprehension; for the truth is, I have felt
none. Thave perfect confidence in both the parties(2)—an-

(1) At first, like a man of the inh di of
- his cause, Mr. Breckinridge proposed that the audience should
consist of “a select number of zentlemen, say from fifty to five

tagonists must I call them ? by whom the anticipated dis-
cussions are to be conducted: and I have the same per-
fect confidence in you. Had I entertained the slightest
apprehension of any such tempest of controversy as that
which, on a former occasion, agitated so mightilya dense-
ly crowded assembly within these walls, I should never for
one moment have ‘thought of consenting to occupy this
seat; I should have pleaded utter i p y—for, im-
pute it to what cause you will—I am perfectly sensible,
that nature never meant me for managing storms. But
the occasion on which we meet new, is widely different
from the occasion on which we met then. We have not the
rame kind, at least, of discordant und conflicting materials.
Our own controvery, though not, by any means, dispos
of in all respects to our mind—has yet, I will say, been
happily settled. The subject now is different; and, while
the subject is different, the combatants too, are likewise dif-
fer'ent. One of them, indeed, is the same; and he re-
quires no introduction. He is no stranger. You know
him. You know his person; you know his character;
you know his sentiments; you know his eloquence ; you
now his zeal ; you know his devotedness to his cause.(3)

hundred, to be admitted by ticket only—respectable ”
‘What bravery and magnanimity! Why, the haughty Kentuckian
seems to have rued his of Mr. Th ’s challenze,
instanter. Only think of fifty persons for an audience—or even five
hundred—in a city like Glassow ! ®the whole object,” too,of Mr.
B.being “to get before the British churches, cértain views and
suggestions on the subject of rlavery,to prevent the total alienn-
tion'of British and American Christians from each other ! And,
moreover, they mast all be  resy hle*? parsons, selected for the
occasion—the “common people *? being too filthy to allow them to
come into the same building with this * ood society ** republican,
and too i to und d the “sublime merits’® of American
slavery. Mr. Thompson would have gladly confronted his antago-
nist in this sountry, before the people; but never would he have
meanly bargained for a small and chosen audience. violently eppos-
ed to him as he koew the populace to be. No—his choice would
have been, the larzest hall in the Union, and as many spectators
as could crowd into it. without money and without tickets. How
did he behave when he encountered that subtle jesuit and worst
enemy of the colored race, R. R. Gurley, the Secretary and Azent
of the Ameriean Colonization Society ? Did he stipnlate as to the
quality or number of the audience > Far from it. He, in common
with his frionds, recretted that & more spacious hall than the ono
that was occupied during the discussion, could not be obtained in
the city of Boston. No abolitioniat is afraid of the people: hut
skulking is a part of colonization tactics. It is true, the number
finally agreed npon at Glaskow was 1200, though still “select 7%
bat it is not illiberal 10 prosume that Mr. Breckinridze conannted
. to this ion, simply b the audi were to be honad
il throughout the di and to divest themselves of’
their usual habits of ex or di ion of
. the sentiments advanced—all to spare the feclings of Mr. B. Tho
fact, that he was willing to meet Mr. Thompson, gives no evidence
of moral courage : for how could he do otherwise, as the represen-
tative of the Preshyterian Church, after the challenge was given ?
It would not do for him to skulk in England, however plausibly
he might evade a controversy in the United States: hence, his wil-
lingness was necessity, and his bravery desperation.
) How shamefully was that confidence abused by Mr. Breck-
inridge, throughout the whole discussion! “I cannot,” said Dr.
Wardlaw, at a subsequent meeting, “ but condemn the contume-

lious and sarcastic bitterness of some of his personalities, and I
conceivo him to have fuiled in argument on every point that was
worth contending for.”” Of the manner and spirit in which Mr,
Th conducted himself, the Dr. remarked as follows :—*1
shrink not from saying of him thus publicly, that I consider him,
in this as in foriner controversies, as having borne himself, in every
respect, creditably to his character and to his cause...In conse-

of this di ion, George Th i d of having
sunk, has risen in my cstimation, hoth as to personal character,and
as to official ability and trustworthiness; and never stood higher
in my regard, than he does at the present-moment.” [See Appen-
dix.] Testimony like this, from such a source, is decisive: all who
candilly read the debate will confirm its veracity.

(3) During Mr. Thouipson’s sojourn in this country, he was rep-
resented tobe a bankrupt in character, a fugitivo from justice, a
foreizn incendiary, an emissary of the British Government, &c.&c.
In this wholesale defamation, our leading religious and political
Jjournals industriously participated ; and by it stirred up a murder-
ous spirit toward him in all parts of the land, ro that his life was in
continnal jeopardy. It wasnot an impeachment of Mr. T?s char-
acter merely, but also of the character of the great body of Britich
philanthropists and christians, in whose gervice he had heen honor-
ably employed to cffect the overthrow of Colonial Slavery—of such
men as Buxton, Macaulay, Cropper, Stephen, Sturge, Wardlaw,
James, Lushinzton, Gurney, and Price. Since his return, he has
boen every where received with the hichest demonstrations of re-
spect, affcction and applause : yet, let the fact be told in England,
as a fresh illustration of tho malignity and bareness of his pious
and patrictie cal sin Agneri t a single relizious or
political journal, which defamed him while here, has had the hon-
esty or magnanimity to retract one of its charges agninst him, or

inform the people of the manner in which he has been received
by the christians and philunthropists of Enzgland and Scotland ; and
were it not. for the existence of anti-slavery newspapers among us,
the great body of the people would «till bo cherishing the delu-
sion, that Mr. Thompson is as odious in England as he was in this
country ! llow tender must be the consciences of the editors of the
New York Observer, Boston Recorder, Christian Mirror, New-
Hampshire Obsesver, V. t Chronicle, N. Y.J 1 of Com-
merce, N. Y. Commercial Advertiser, et id genus omne !
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These yon have witnessed ; these you have gpproved. But
the friend on my right hand—(for, with his permission,
* 80 Iwish to call'him)—comes amongst us an entire stran-
ger.  You have never seen him before ; and you have not
even yet heard him open his lips: and the very circum-

First Night—Monday—Dy. Wardlaw.

bent upon me to say in his behalf. I will not dishonor
him, by s0 much as naming the name of a former antago
nist (6) of our friend on my left, in association with his.
I have only now to state officially, as your chairman,—
although most of you may already be aware of them ,—

stance of iia appearing under the asp of an oppone!
to one whom you have admired and accredited, places him
at an obvious disadvantage. I feel it right and imperative,
therefore, that in a sentence or two, I should introduce him to
our notice. Mr. Breckinridge has come here as a friend-
y delegate from a large and influential body of Clristians
in the United States, to a large and influential body of
Christians amongst ourselves—(rom the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in America, to the Congrega-
gational Unjon of England and Wales. * Mr. B. stands
high in personal character, in family respectability, in
ministerial reputation, in public esteem.—And, what it is
of essential q for this bly to know, he is
not a slaveholder, nor a firiend of slavery. (4) Inthe very
etter in which he accepts Mr. Thompson’s challenge, he
has publicly avowed that he ¢ helieves slavery to be con-
trary to the spirit of the gospel, and to the natural rights
of men.” And he has given practical evidence of the sin-
cerity of this declaration, in the fact of his having parted
with a patrimonial property in slaves, at no inconsiderable
pecuniary sacrifice.(5) This much I have thought it incum-

(4) “In the abstract.’ Iathe course ofthe discussion, Mr. Breck-
. inridge demonstrated, again and again, that he was in favor. of sla-
very, in practice—i. o. that he was the furious opponent of imme-

the cir in which the proposed discussions orig.
inated, and the terms on which they are to be conducted.
You know that Mr. Thompson, siace his return from th-
United States, has, in various places, delivered public
lectures on American slavery. Somc of his stateinens
have been charged with extravagance ; some of his pro-
ceedings have been charged with imprudence. Mr. T homy-
son having, in a letter to the editor of the Patriot news.
paper, expressed his ¢ readiness and anxiety to meet any
American clergyman, or other gentleman, in any part o
Great Britain, to discuss the general guestion of Ameri-
can slavery,” or ¢ his charges against America and Ameri-
can ministers;® Mr. Breckinridge, to use also his own
terms, ina letter to the same journal, ¢ After matare and
prayerful consideration, and full consultation with a few
friends, is not able to see
of this direct and alinost personal challenge.” Under this
impression, he accordingly intimated his acceptance of it;
offering to meet Mr, Thompson in our own city :—and
Mr. Thompson having gladly and i liately acqui 1
here they are, ready with their respective statements to lay
before ua.

The terms agreed upon, ns those on which the discus-
sion are to be conducted, are the following. {Here the

chairman read the terms already specified in the prefixed
adverti

diate emancipation, and the advocate of the present exi of
slavery. Dr. Wardlaw, in this passage, merely gives the deceitful
assurance of Mg. B. a8 made to himself, not to enderse its correct-
ness, (for, being a clear-sighted abolitionist himself, he must have
viewed him in the light of an apologist for the rlave syetem,) bt
to present him to the best advantace to a Glasgow nudlence. Ac-
cording to a statement of Dr. Abraham L. Cox, in the Emancipa-
tor, it appears that Mr, Breckinrilge, at an anniversary moeting of
the Colonization Socicty,in New York, in the spring of 1834, on be-
ing asked, ¢ Are you a slaveholder ?? replied, ¢ I have that honor.’
Itis not known that ho has sine r irquished ¢ that henor.?

(5) Why do not R. J. Breckinridze and his hrother John zive to
the publie, the particulars in dotail respoc ting the ipation of

I shall only further say, that I feel it a mighty relief to
my mind, that the chairinan is not to be considered ag, in
any respect, constituted a judge of the relevancy or irrel-
evancy of aught that may be advanced by the speakers on
their respective sides of the question: and that, in addi-
tion to the resolution that no vote shall be called for at the
close, it has also heen deemed advisable both by the par-
ties themselves and hy the committee, that, throughout the
discussion, there shall be an entire abstinence, on the part
of the audience, from all the customary expressions of ap-
probation or disapprobation.(7) There are varions and ob-

their slaves, that the public may be able correctly to estimate the
nature and amount of that ‘pecuniary sacrifice,’ of which they
are always ogatistically hoasting, as if, for ceaging to nct the part
of robbers and oppressors, they deserve the admiration of the
world? In nearly all their colonization and pro-slavery harangues,
they are sure to indulge in an inflated strain of self-glorificatiun,
on of their ahand. of a system of plunder and villa-
ny; but, while they fluently expatiate upon the ¢ pecuniary sacri-
fice > which they have made, (a3 may every thief in restoring the
goods which ko has stolen,) they are careful not to specify in what
£23es, to what extent, under what circumstances, or on what con-
ditions, they have manumitted their slaves. Will they do 8o now >
Modest men—to boast as if it were a merit in them no longer to
rteal the lahorer. with his waces! Noble patiiots—to eulogize
themselves for ceasing to invade tho inalienahls rights of their fel-
low-men! Generous philanthropists—to talk of the ‘pecuniary
sacrifice,’ on their part. in surrendering stolen property,in resnly-
ing to live honestly, in doing justly, loving mercy, and hreaking the
yoke of oppression ! Devout christians—to deal in pnfiy and com-
pliments, hecause they have ceased to asrume the prerogatives of
the Almighty, to inibrute beings created in his image, to hold as
marketable commoditics,

-
 Thote for whove sakes all nature stands,
And stars their courses move ;
In whose behnlf the angel-hands
ame fly ing from above '— .
those for whom even the Son of God made himself of no reputa-
tion, tnok upon himselt the form of a servant, was mocked, scourg-
ed and crucified !—Certainly, it is difficult to believe, even with
the charity that hopeth all things, that christian principle had any
thing to do with the manumission of their vassals ; for, we beliave,
thay werc liberated only on condition that they should be trans-

ported to the coast of Africa—an alternative which genuine chris-
tianity never could or Besides, if these vaunting
emancipators gave lizerty to their slaves hecause they deemed it
sinful to keep them in bondage, why do they dwell upon their ‘pe-
cnniary sacrifices,’ inatead of confessing that they have heen guilty
of’a heinous crime ? und why do they object to having every slave-
holder in the land instantly Tollow their example ?

(6) The individual here alluded to is Peter Borthwick, who was
sentinto the field by the West India party in England, to confront
Mr. Thompson ; and who has since boen rewarded by a seatin Par-
liament, for his zealous support of their interests. He was a skil-
ful antagonist, hat was ultimately driven from the field, though he

how he can avoid taking notice |

I

had a face of bronze and a heart of stone, and was as devoid of

shame, as recreant to truth. Corrupt and hardened as he was, he
excclled Rohert J. Breckinridge in several particulars. In the first
place, he disdained to N
“ e H 9
5 sorve the Havdy s court of heaven,

and did not attempt to imposo upon the public by a clerical
profession. In the second place, he had better manners, was less
vulgar, less rampant with passion, and fur less malevolent and per-
sonal, than Mr. B. But, in bhair-splitting and dust-throwing—in
making the worse appear the better reason—in insensibility of sonl
to the sufferings and wrongs of an enslaved people—in uttering
falsehoods, “ gross as a mountain, open, palpable »—in hold, deljb-
eratc, monstrous mis-statements—he equalled. but could notexcel,
the champion of the slave-drivers from Maryland. ' On the wholer
therefore, Mr. Borthwick is to be preferred to Mr, Breckinridge,
though they esnouse the same side of the question,

(7) The habditual imity of Mr. Tl
his that I am induced to

is such towards
that this arrangement




v ious reasons for this
gZest, and which I shall not waste

, which your own judgment will sug-
your time by specifying.

-4 trust you will attend to this rule, and render all interfer-
©mnce, on my part, unnecessary; as it will be my impera-

tive duty to maintain it with a strict impartiality. From
seports which have some how come to his ear, our friend
©on my right has come amongst us with rather unfavorable
3inpressions of the courtesies of a Glasgow auditory.(8) I
trust your behavior during these discussions will serve to

- isabuse his mind of these impressions, and to substitute

~ ~with patient an candid atten

)
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Juster and better.  Our duty is to histen to both speakers

tion; impressed with the full

conviction of their integrity, so that, should there be

wwas first suggested by himself, in order to spare the feelings of his
untazonist by those marks of disapprobation on the patt of the aa-
“<lience, which would have inevitably ied Mr. B's i
and contemptuous rhodomontades, had not mute attention been
agreed upon. ‘T'he contrast, too, would have been rendered yet
more paiuful, by the applausos which the just and cloquent senti-
snecnts of Mr. T. must have clicited ut every stage of the diseus-
3 t merely they loved and honored him ns a gifted
and devoted advocate of British emauecipation, ut because he
stood sublimely upon the rock of principle, and called tv his md the
best sympathies of the human breast, and made his appeals to the
understauding and the heart, and pleaded for those in bonds as
bound with them. These were the “various and obvious rensons ’
for silence, to which Dr. Wardlaw alludes. It is not material,
however, who first proposed the arrangement alluded to,—although
it would argue something of conscivus weakness or self-condem-
nation, if Mr. Breckinridge suggestedit: it is sufficient to know,
that it was readily agreed to, and carefully observed to the end of
the debate, by an audience of 1200 persons, excepting in one in-
stance on the fourth evening, when Mr. B. grossly insulted them
bv the modest insinuation, that they were evidently tired of listen-
ing 1o Mr. Thumpson !! This was too flagrant an outrage upon
trath and decency to be borne in silence : Lence it justly excited
their rigl indi ion, and they Hed it by the most une-
quivocal and decisive expressi of disapprobation. Enraged at
being wounded by his own poisoned weapon, Mr. B. next made a
furious thrustat the entire audience—in other words, he added in-
sult to insult, by uttering the grievous libel, that ‘it was his duty,
when he roturned home, to tell his countrymen that no charges
Wwere too gross or calumnious to be entertained against them—nor
any length of time, a weariness in hearing them—but that the hear
ing of defence and proof of innocence was an insupportable weari-
ness®!! Whatchristian comity ! what sacred regard for truth!
Rather, what insolent behaviour ! and how base an impeachment
of the fairness and intcgrity of that enlightencd u~sembly! Had
George Thompson been guilty of such conduct in this countrs, un-
der similar circumstances, would a few hissos have been che ofnl'y
retribution visited upon him? But the magnanimity of the citi-
zcus of Giasgow, in this instance, was as nobly cvinced, as it was
shamefully abused. For 1. It must have been extremely difficult
for them to divest th 1ves of their y forms of ejacula-
tion on such an occasion. Yet,2. They cheerfully imposed tho
restriction upon themselvea. And, 3. They did so out of courtesy
and forb 10 a forei to one who bitterly reviled their
Veloved Thompson in America, and not only so, even in their pres-
ence—to one who was known to sympathize with the oppressor,
and not with the oppressed—to one who despised and repudiated
ali that they had donc in bebalf of eight hundred thousand slaves
in the British Colonies! Contrast such gencrous conduct with the
ferocious treatment which Mr. Thompeon reccived at the hands of
the peaple of this conntry—and then let every truio American hang
)is head in view of it? "To the utter condemnation of Mr. Breck-
inridge, instead of being duly affected by such unpreccdented

First Night—Monday—Mr. Breckinridge.
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found, on ecither side, any wmis-statement, or over-state-
ment, or under-statement, it is in every case to be imput-
ed, not to intention, but to mistake and misinformation.
It is the business of the speakers to lay before us ¢ the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing bat d‘;e truth.” Tt is
ours to reccive it with all impartiality, from the one or from
the other. In one word—I solicit favor for neither ; 1de-
mand justice for both. .

Mr. Breckinridge, according to agreement, will open
the discussions.

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE said,~—It was not easy to con-
ceive of circumstances that were more embarrassing than
those in which he was placed this evening. They had
already taken for granted all that had been said and done on
one side of the question; their minds had been already
made up to oppose those conclusions to which it was his
rurpose to bring them.(9) Their aflections and feelings had
ong been enguged to his opponent in this cause ;(10) and all
that he could say would necessarily have little eflect in
changing what he would not hesitate to call those unhappy
opinions, which were long ago formed against him. An-
other cause of his embarrassment was, that he would be
rejudged of all he might say here.(11) What he said would
be approved by one party in America, but would be dis-
approved of by another.( lg) In the United States they were
differently sitnated from what the people were in this coun-
try.  Here the people seemed now united on this subject,
but in America they were split into a great number of dif-
ferent parties, whose opinions and feelings were arraigned

’

(9) This confession, alone, proves that all Mr. B’s professions
of hostility to sluvery are iasincere or delvsive. Hero he buldly
avows that it is his purpose, if possible, 0 alter the * conclusions?®
to which the peoplo of Glaszow had come on the suhject of slave-
ry—which were, that it is esseatially inhuman and wicked,a high-
hauded sin against Him who created man in his awful image, mer-
iting the execration of mankind, and too dreadful to be tolerated
under any circumstances, or for any length of time.

(10) Why did not Mr. B. express his surprise that sucha ¢ felon,’®
¢ renagudo,’ and ¢ cut-throat,’ as G. T', should have thns secured the
¢ affections and feelings® of tho most distinguished christiaas and
philanthropists of Scotland ? Let the slanderers of G. T. r
ber this acknowledgment, extorted from a4 illiberal an opponent as
ever stood up to deceive and insult a christian assembly.

(1) Mr. B. might well fecl emburrassed at the thought of being
rejudzed by the friends of blceding humanity in thus country. A
Glasgow nudience might be deccived by him, owing toa want of
correct information; but he instinctively realized that here, in-
stant exposure would be uncscupable. Now, why should a man
who mnecans to tell the truth, to vindi the tarnished ch of
his country, aud, above all, to rescue American christianity from
grave and drcadful charges, prate about the ¢ embarrassmeat® he
fecls in attempting to discharse so honorable and delightful a du-
ty? But this state of mind shows that Mr. B. was puinfully con-
scious of the unsoundness of his cause.

(12) Doces whi like this, b a from the Gen-
eral Assembly of he Preshyterian Church of the U. 8. of America
to the Congregational Union of England and Wales’? What should
a brave and goo.d man care for the approval or disapproval of this
or that party, provided he stands up manfully in defence of Right
—in opposition to Wrong 2 Mr. B. concedes that he shall he ‘ap-
proved by one party,” meaning the slaveholders and all their apolo-

gists—and “disapproved of by another,’ meaning the abolitionists
and the pcople of color. For, in his subscquent rcmarks, he de-
clared,  that the American nation was divided into twa parties,
naynely, the pro-slavery and the anti-slgvery parties.” Yet he sass

¢ o dol.

kind he ly took advantage of their forl and
‘railed like a very draby’ both against his gifted ist and
themselves ! .

(8) These * unfavorablo i tons * were bly de-

rived from Mr. B’s knowledge, that a pro-slavery apologist is nev-
or reccived with cheers in Glasgow, as ho is in this *laud of liber-
SA)

he is opposcd to slavery, and “ believes it to be contrary to the spir-
it of the gospel, and the natural rights of men’! He says, more-
over, that ¢ whatever he might say would be disapproved by many
in the Unitcd-States >—and afterwards specaks in contemptuous
terms of the abolitionists as coustituting ‘a small and odious par-
ty’!
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inst each other in as great a measure as it was possi-
ble to conceive. Whatever, therefore, he might say in
this country, would be disapproved of by many in the
United States, while nothing was more certain than that
what was said by his opponent would the more commend
him to his friends on the other side of the Atlantic;(13)and
nothing he could say would probably lower him in the
good opinion of his friends here.(14) Hence arese the diffi-
culty of the situation in which he (Mr. B.) found himself
placed, and his unusual claim upon their patience in the
course of the discussion. Still, he should be unworthy of
his country, he should be forgetful of the power of truth,
he would have little trust in God, if he was not ready to
espouse the cause which lte believed to be right; and more
especially if he was not ready beforea Scottish and Chris-
tian audience, to defend the principles he had adopted and
avowed. He had no desire to attempt a mitigation of their
hatred to slavery ; and if at a future time he should meet
in America wil any one now present, he would prove to
them by the friendship of those who loved and respected
him, and the opposition of those who did not, that he hat-
ed slavery as much as any one of those present could do.(I5)
It was said by one of the ancients, ‘I am a man: I con-
sider nothing that relates to man foreign to me.’ It was a

First Night—Monday—Mr. Breckinridge.

they had done to a deplorable extent.(19) They should not
identify themselves with a party so small as not to he able
to obuain their object, and so erroneous as not to deserve
success.(20) Whatever they did should be done meekly and
in the spirit of the gospel; they should not press the prin-
ciples of the gospel with the spirit of a demon, but with
all the sweetness and gentleness of the gospel of peace.(21)

(19) Strange that this chivaltous combatant, backed by so re-
#pectable and formidable a party in America, should have felt so
much ‘embar ?at the thought of being ¢ rejudged ? by this
‘small and odious party *—by ¢ a very small handfal.’ The terrot
which Mr. B. manifested, whenever he alluded to the abolitionists,
save a mournful aspect to his contempt. As soon as they shall
cease to be odious, (for they are small no longer,) no doubt Mr. B.
will be glad to be identified with them: but he should remember,
as a professed minister of the gozpel of Christ, that numbers are
not a test of rectitude ; that to be hated for righteousness’ sake is
not ancw thing under the sun; and that moral reformers are al-
ways ranked, pro tempore at least, among the offscouring of the
earth, and defamed in prop to the preval strength and
popularity of the particular sin assailed. Why should the aboli-
tionists be a small party in the United States ? 1s not their entire
creed tained in the Decl of American Ind d

true and noble sentiment.(16) The fate of the most hopel

might be theirs, if power could inake it s0; and their con-
dition might have been that of the poorest wretch on earth,
if God had not smiled upon them and their ancestors as
he had done. He did not wish them not to interfere with
slavery in America. They might interfere, but the ques-
tion was, how. were they to do so? He wished in the
course of the discussion to bring before them facts to show
that if they did at all interfere with slavery in America,
it must be done as between individuals, not as a national
question. That whatever they did, they mustdo as Chris-
tians, not as communities.(17) That they must not, for a mo-
ment, look upon it as a question of rival power and glory, as
aquestion hetweer Great Britain and America ;(18) if they
did o in the slightest degree, their ch of was

signed by John Hancock and his associates, and ratified by the
people in solemn assembly on every Fourth of July >—to wit—
¢ We hold these truths to be self-evident : that ALL, MEN ARE
CREATED EQUAL; that they areendowed BY THEIR CREA-
TOR with certain INALIENABLE R1GHTS ; that among these
are life, LIBERTY, and the pursuit of happiness.’ For what are
they odious? Not that they are not truly respectable and estima-
ble in their private character, [of whom such men as Arthur and
Lewis Tappan, Gerrit Smith, William Jay, Beriah Groen, William
Goodell, Sainuel H. Cox, Joshua Leavitt, &c. &c. are specimens)
—not that they are not ble and valuabl kind
neighbors, devout men and women, tho friends of every beneficent
and holy enterprise ;—but odious, because they sympathize with
the victims of an iron thraldom ; because they rebuke the guilty

gone forever. In the prosecution of the question, they should
not allow themselves to be identified in their efforts with
any party in America, in politics, in religion, or meta-
physics ; more especially with a small and odious party, as

(13) True—the friends of Mr. Thompson, in this country, in

PP 3 b they regard the negro as a man and a brother;
because they plead for the immediate abolition of a system of rob-
bery, viol and overy ble wrong and outrage ; because
they seek to burn the cord of caste, and to exterminate a prejudice
which is as brutal as it is ble; and b they refuse
to a sch for the ex i ixth portien
of the American population, under the hypocritical pretence of

king the li of the natives of Africa. Mr. Breck-

view of this di ion, feel an enl of their admiration of
him. But cannot Mr. B. afford to be at Jeast triflingly generous ?
Why does he begrudge Mr. T. the favorable opinions of * a small
and odious party’ here, while he himself is sure of being approved
by a large and popular party ? .

(14) Here is another refutation of the infamous charges brought
against G. T\ by the corrupt presses of this country. What will
James Watson Webb, Joseph Tracy, William L. Stone, Joseph
T. Buckingham, and Messrs. Hale & Halleck, suy now? How in-
fatuated must Mr. Breckinridge have been, after conceding so
much to the character of his opponent, to deal i the vilest de-
traction of Mr. T throughout the discussion.

(15) This would excite mirthful emotions, wero it not that ef-
frontery and mendacity require a different state of mind. ¢ He
hated slavery as much as any one of those present could do,’ and
yet in his exordium he told them that it was his purpose to alter
their ¢ conclusions * respecting it, if such a change wore possible.

(16) Uttered, too, by a negro.

(17) Well, it was ‘as christians,” and not ‘as communities,’
strictly speaking, that they encouraged the mission of Mr. Thomp-
son to this country ; but did this fact conciliate the public favor
hore? Besides, may not ‘ communitics,’ as well as individuals,
lawfully and profitably engage in a benevolent and moral entor-
prise? How is it with usin ing the benefi cause of
Temperance, or of Forcign Missions ?

(18) Ridiculous ! as if they had ever looked upon it in this light.
Buch grave admonitions were surely as trying to the patience, as
insulting to the good sense, of the audience.

inridgo knows that this isthe head and front of their offending.

20] To say nothing of the folly of that philosophy, which argues
the i bility of a 8 ful reform, b itis in its in-
fancy, and its friends are comparatively fow—and nét te dwell
upon the promise, which has been literally fulfilled in every moral
contest, in every age of the world, times without number,and nev-
er more signally than in the present anti-slavery struggle in' this
couatry, namely, that “one shall chase a thousand, and two put
ten thousand to flight *—let this accusation of Mr. B. that the ab-
olitionists, as a party, are ‘so erroneous as not 1o deserve succe®s,’
be d with his declaration, in his letter to the Editor of the
London Patriot, that he ¢ believes sluvery to be contrary to the
spirit of the gospel,and to the nataral rights of men ’—a declara-
tion which embodies every heresy of the abolitionists, cxcept it be
that they call, on the ground of a common humanity and of relig-
ious duty, for the immediate abolition of that which is cbviously
80 unti-christian, and such an i of human right h

Mr. B. contends, that it ought to be very gradually removed, at
long intervals, by an imperceptible process! Ho is a professed
minister of Christ, and yet refuses to declare to si ofthe first
class, that they arc bound to repent of their sins, and forsake them,
immediately.

[21] Here is a homily ‘—and from such a man—to such an eu-
dience ! ¢ They should not press the principles of the gospel with
the spirit of a demon >—thus charitably intimating, that, hitherto,
they had been guilty of this unchristian conduct! ‘Whatevers they
did, should be done meekly.” What extraordinary meekness was
manifested by this instructer of Ralph Wardlaw and his demon-
like associates, in the course of this discussion !
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These were the principles Which he intended to endeavor
to impress upon their minds by details which he would
udduce in the course of the discussion. It was nothing
more than just to the audience that they should know,
that they should umderstand ‘it distinétly, that as far as
regardecr his oR ent, he neither was nor could be any
thing more to him or kis countrymen than as an inividual
who had identified himself with certain parties and prin-
ciples in America.(22) Neither be nor the Americans could
have any object in underruting or overrating him. America
could have no desire to raise him up or to pull him down.
1t is not, it cannot be any thing to America what any in-
dividual is, or may be, in the eyes of his own countrymen.
The King of England is known to Ameriea only ag the
King of Great Britain; if he ceased to be the King of
that Kingdom, he was to them no wore than a common
individnal. Let it not be suppused that either he or Amer-
ica had any wish, even the most remote, to break down or
injure the well-earaed or ill-earned reputation of his op-

(22) ladoed! Aud so it was all nothing to Americans whether
George Thompson was the favorite and the representative of the
great and good, or a * fugitive felon,’ the represcutative only of the
¢ Glasgow gooudies,’ and candidate for Botany Bay! Strange,
passing strange, that Americans should comnpass sea and Innd, to
wather up testimony, and depositions, and oaths, and certificates
from U. States’ consuls, &c. &c., in England, and then load down

had suffered defeat after defeat

T (28)They looked ipon him only witlrreference to his
principles,¢24) and had no personal motive on éarth in ref-
erence 'to that gentleman. Let them not, therefore, think
that in any remarks he inight make, or charges he might
bring forward, he had any intention of implicating his op-
poncnt as being solely responsible for these results. He
called in guestion, not the principles of a particular indi-
viduml only, but thoee also of a party ia America, to whom
he would have to answer when he returned to that coun-
try. Having said thus much, he would now procced o
the question before them, but would previously make a few
preliminary remarks which he thoug} to énabl

them to come to a proper understanding of tI{e subject.
He did not think it neceerary to trace the ress of the
great cause to the present moment. For forty years they
yet these defe only
strengthened their cause, even in this country, till they lrad
arrived at a given point. He would not wish to buit the

feelings of a single individual now -present, but he was
‘sure he spoke the feelings of all in America, when he

said that the great day of their power to do good as' a
nation was to be dated ¥rom ‘the :passing of the Reform
Bill.(25) From that period, they ftarted ina new cateer of
action, both at home and abroad. The sending out of

:agents was one of the great lines of operation attempted

upon the Americans. This the Americans complained of as
having been done in an imprudent and impossible way,(26)

the mails in every direction in this country, and call intv
tion every possiblc energy and influence of the press and priest-
hood, and all to make vut, and sanction, and give currency te the
slander, that G Th was ¢ bankrupt in character’ at
home! Marvellous, most marvelious? What had his character
and standing in England to do with bis standing here! What if
he was ‘bankrupt in character ? there, how could that make him
so herc 2 Why, Mr., Breckiuridge beiug judge, *it is not, it cannot

.be any thing to America, what any individual is, or may be, in the

'eyes of his own countrymea.’
The foregoing appropriato commentary is from the Emancipa-

() Anoth ipable fulsehood. Why thet At and merci-
less atiacks upon 3ir. T. th hout the di d, espec-
ially, why the suicidal refe to the ‘t dous d i

dlias, the malicious charge of the convicted slauderer Kaufrman
—if not with a design and deésire to injure his ‘ well-earned rcpu-
tation??

(24) Obscrve—it is the principles of the abolitionists which are
called in questi {y, that slaveholding is, under all circum-
stancer, sinful, and ought to be abandoned immediately—that the

“colored man ought to be recognized and ‘treated as a manand a

rr—and that no man ought to be expatriated from our shores

tor. I will add, that Mr. Breckinridge exhibits his ch istic
‘effsontery in saying, that ¢ neither he nor the Americans could
have any ohbject in onderrating er overrating Mr. Thompson.’
Why, then, were such incessant efforts mado in this ceuantry to
blast the character of this el d ? Had the * gentle-
men of properts and standing ’ in Boston, no ‘ohject? in riotously
bli her in October, 1835;that’ they might seize Mr.
"“T.,and tar and feather his person? Was there no * object > in the
irewards offered for his abduction? Convincing, conquering, elec-
*trifying the people whenevorand wherever he was allowed peace-
ably to address them—inde fatigable in his lubors, uncompromising
.in Lis. principles, irresistible in his appeals—can credulity itsclf
believe, dare folly itself to assert, that the great pro-slavery party
in this country could have had no ‘object? in calumniating his
character? Were rotten eggs and brickbats thrown at fiis he:
without an ‘abject?? Was all of ovil k inst

on account either of his | or the prejudices which exist

axainst him. Yet Mr. B. tells us, in another place, that he believes

slavery * to be contrary to the spirit 6f the gospel, and the natural

rights of man,’ and ¢ that he hated slavery as much as any one of
his auditors could do * {—Observe again, that he is troubled at the

thought, that he will have to answer to the small and odione party

wherrhe returns to this country. It *will not down? at his bid-
ding.

(25) And by whom'was the Reform Bill warmly supported, and
triumphaatly carried, but by the friende of negro emancipation?
And whe,but these very individuals,are taking the lcad in évery
political and moral reform now agitating the Britizh kingdom ?

:126) There is somethiag extremely ludicrous in this piece ofin-
‘formation. Kind and courteous Amecricans ! relentlessly lholding
in slavery one in every six of your whole number—elandeting,
ibing, and mobbing all who arge you to brédk ‘every yoke,

bim fulsely without an ‘ohject’? Hadtho proflizate Jews no ¢ ob-
ject? in_view, when they branded Christ as a wine-bibber and ghat-
‘tonous, and as having a devil? When the apostles were stigma-
tized as ‘seditious and i fellows,” who were seeking * to
turn the world upside down,’ was the ‘slander without an *ob-
joct’? When the tumult arose at Ephesus, because Paul had
“persuaded and turned away much people,’ was the -cry of the
ceraftsmen, * Great .is Diana of the Ephesians!’ without an ‘ob-
ject ? 2—But, says Mr. B. ¢ it cannot be any thing to America what
-an individual is, or may be, in the eyes.of his own_countrymen.’
“Then Mr. B’s assosiates were very silly, tp say the:leust, in
assailing the character and person of Mr. T. : for, by their frantic
“behaviour, they declared that it was every thing to America what
sthe *fugitive from justice’ was! But we are rRow gravely told
*that it was of no importanco to this eountry, whether the individ-
:ualinvited to this country by the New Ensland Anti-Slavery So-
ciety, to act as its agent, was a * cut-throat ’ or an advocate of non-

and let the opp! d go fr d yet luining that the people
"of England did not pursue measures for tho abolition of American
slavery, that would not have met with dofeat! Now, to suy that
all the revilings b d upon our teans-athuitic breth Il the
riots and lynchings in this country—all the opposition and batred,

in Churchand in'Btate, to the abolition: have p d from
the beliel,:that the ad of i di ipation are only
‘st hening and ing-the slave system, is to utter the

language of Bedlam. The plain and uddeniable fact, that the
southern slaveholders en masse, and al the colonization con-
spirators against the liberty and of our colored nla
tion, and all the advocates and administrators of lynch law, and
all the ecelesiastioal sciibes, pharisces, and rabbies, are in unioy
‘to crush the abolitionists, is d nstration itsclf, that we are shak-
ting slavery to its foundation—that eur blows are given with anni-
hilating effect—that our pri are i ble and righ

and that vur measures ace conceived and prosecuted .in the right

resistance—a friend or foe to the United .Stat ¢ diary *
o1 philantbropist—a ¢ drel ’ or a servant of Jesus Chrdst /.

2.

1f it were not so—if tho abolitionists ware really forsing
instead of breakiug the fetters of the slaves~—~would not the aluye

[ 4
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and sure to meet with defeat. They have sent out agents
to America, who have returned defeated. They admit
they were not successful, though they say they retreated
only, that they were not defeated. They have failed—
they admit they have failed in their object.(27) One of these
agents, on his returs, made certain statements as to the
condition of the slaves in America ; and as to the state
of the churches in the United States, which implicated
wot only the great body of christian ministers of the
eountry, but the governmesnt, and the people of America,
except asmall handful of individuals.(28) 1f, as was admit-
ted, the number of pastors in America was twelve to fifteen
thousand, and only one thousand had embraced these views,

were they any thing-but a-small party ?(29) While yet the -

whole nation was denounced as wicked—and the wrath of
Keaven invoked against the country. It wasonly a very
small bandful:that came in for a share of the praise of his
opponent ;- and the sympathies of the people here were
invoked on-the assumption of principles which it was his
object: to-prove false and unfounded. What could be the
cause of such an anomaly ? that those principles which
are said to be loved and admired bere, are repudiated
there to the extremity of pertinacious obstinacy ? This
cause it would be his duty to point out; first, he would

holders and their abettors rather encourage then denounce their
proceedings? would they resort to every species of outrage asainst
their best friends 2 No, indeed. What is the language of Gov.
M’Duffie ?—* No human institution, in my opinion, is.more mani-
festly consistent with the will of God than domestic slavery. In-
stead of beink a political evil, it is the corner-stone of our republi-
can edifice. It supersedcs the necessity of an order of nobility,
and all the other d of a hereditary system of govern-
ment.” Now, how does he regard the abolitionists ? as only mak-
ing slave property more sccure bv their efforts 7 Hear him—*It
is my deliberate opinion, that the laws of every community shou'd
punish this species of interference by DEA'L'H, without benefit of
slergy, regarding the authors of it as enemies of the human race.’
And the language of the Virginia Whig is—*The people of the
North must go to HANGING these fanatical wretches.? What
says the South Carolina Telescope ?—* The very momentany indi-
widual attempts to lecture us upon the evils and immorality of
slavery, and the necessity of putting means in operation to secure
us from thom, in the same moment his tongue shall be cut out and
cast upon the dunghill.’ So much for the assertion, that the aboli-

ists are ding the of i

(27) This is untrue. *To say nothing of the accuracy which
speaks in the plural number of a single individual, and which can
be casily excused to one who, in encountering him, probably felt
that that individual was himself a host,—when or where has the
alleged admission been made? Never. Nowbere.’

(28) * A small handful’ At the annual meeting of the Coloniza-
tion Bocielty in Washington, in 1834, this same Mr. Breckinridge
declared the abolitionists to be * A GREAT AND GROWING
PARTY.’ During the last year, they organized more than three
hundred aati-slavery ieties—yet thoy are now only ‘a small
handful:” Itis a pity that, for the sake of a sneor, Mr. B. should
resort to falsehood.

(29) Inan arithmetical view, this calculation may seem conclu-
slve—in a moral view, it is foolishness. Allowing that we are‘a
small party,’is it the numbor of partisans that detegmines the
vighteousness of a ca@se, in the estimation of Mr. B.2 What were
the friends of Temperance but a small party a few years ago?
What are they now? In point of numbers and respectabdility,
the Scribes and Pharisees cherished towards the Apostles the
same contemptuous spirit. But principles alonc, not men, give
strength, and achieve the victory..

*Thrice i ho armed who has his quarrel just;

And he but naked, though locked up in steel,

Whose conscience with injustice is corrupted.’—
Besides, as Mr. B. boasts so frequently of the hugeness of hisown
party, we may retort upon him in his own language i~ One per-
vading evil may pollute it all. A dead fly cap cause the ointment
of the apothecary to stink.’ .

ion.
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ss‘l_y, what perbapsno one would believe, that the question
of American slavery, is in its name not only unjust, but
absurd. There was, properly speaking, no such thing as
American slavery.(30) It was absurd to talk of America
slavery, except in 80 far as it applied to the sentiments
of what was the minority, although he would say a large
minority, which tolerated slavery. It was not an Ameri-
can question. In Ameriea there were twenty-four separate
republics; of these, twelve had no slaves, (31) and
twelve of them tolerated slavery. Two new states had
recently been added to the Union, and God speed the day
when others would be added, till the whole continent
from the Atlantie to the Pacific was included in the
Union, carrying with the Union, Liberty and Indepes-
dence. Of the two states which were lately added, one was
a slave state, (32) and the other free. Of the twelve frec

(30) Monstrous paradox. Throwing aside all other evidence as
to the guilt of this whole nation, the answer to this questienis
conclusive :—Isthere one foot of earth, in any part of the United
States, upon which a fugitive slave can find protection? NO
—his master can seize him with as much impunity in the city
of Boston,as in Charlesten or New Orleans, and all our courts
sanction his claiim. No such thing as American stavery ™ Then
there is no such person as Robert J. Breckinridge. Why, this
same i dent declaimer, on a sut ing, acknowleds-
ed that Congress had the censtitutional power to abolish slavery
and the slave trade in the District of Columbta—but he arguesin
favor of its winking at and these abominations, on the
ground “that the exercise of the power would inevitably pro:
duce a dissofution of the Unien’? .

¢31) This is b i jon. By the f 1830,
no less than 3486 slaves were reported to be in the twelve States
uluded to by Mr. B.as having no slaves. It is true, that in the
new States of Maine, Obio and Indiana,slavery has not been suf-
fored to pollute the soil,except in the case of the seizare of run-
away slaves. Ilinois, a new and free State, by the last censas,
had 747 slaves. These belonged to the adjacent slave State, Mis-
souri, but were hired and loyed as ind d i od
sometimes as slaves, in defiance of law. Itisa common practice
in Illinois to hire slaves from Missouri, and thus slavery virtaally
exists in that State to a considerable extent. New Jersey, anoth-
er free State, had in 1830, 2,254 slaves; and Pennsylvania 403;
the lingering remains of the old slave system in those States.
Moreover, in the territories of Arkansas and Florida,and in the
District of Columbia, (all under the exclusive jurisdiction of the
national Congress,) there were in 1830, 26,195 human beings held
in.bondage, and the d ic slave trade was in vigorous prose-
cution. Facts like these show how much reliance is to be placed
upon the veracity of the ¢ Delegate from the General Assembly.’

(32) What a fact unblushingly to state to an audience, which,
one moment before, had been solemnly assured that there was no
such thing as American slavery, and that it was not an American
question ! Here are denial and confession of guilt almost in the
same breath. Shall such terziversation be ascribed to moral tur-
pitude, or to mental derangement? The people of the Unif
States, by their rep ives. in € have d h
tract of their immense territary tathe domestic slave trade, and
added another slaveholding State to the Union; in the constitu-
tion of which State, (Arkansas,) it is provided, that ‘the Gencral
Assembly shall have no power to passlaws for the emancipation
of slaves, without the consent of their owners : they shall have no
power to prevent emigrants to this State from bringing with them
such persons as are deemed slaves by the laws of any of the Unit-
od States.” This horrible enactment,—which. not only tolerates
but virtually perpetuates slavery and the slave traffic in Arkansas,
—was approved by Congress, by a vote in the Senate, of anly 6in
the negative, and in the House of Representatives, ofayes 143 to 50
noes. The only romonstrances that, wero made in. she form of
pelitions, ocmanated from the *odious’ abolitionists, and tbe
equally ¢ odious * members of the Society of Friends. Tho great
mass of the people maide no opposition whatcver. Hence, this
fact ajone drenches their garments in the ‘blood of the souls ofthe
poor innocents.’” Sixtecn ycars agu, they admitied Missoari
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}naép"e'hd'eht ldv'eréi‘gn states of America, to which he had
alluded, one, Massachusetts, had, for a longer time than
bis 6pponent had lived, not toleratedslavery. There were

“mo slaves in Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island,

Vermont, Nevv Hampshire, Maine, New York, New Jer-
3!, Pentisylvania, Ohio, Indiana, or Illinois, and in -four
‘of ‘thiem there never had been a slave. Eight of them, of
their own free will and choice, abolished slavery, without
money and without price.(33) By the influence of the spirit
of God, and the influence of divine ruth, they had totally
abolished slavery.(34) Of the twelve states, at least four,

another sluveholding State, into the Union, fearing the whipof
the southern slave-drivers mere than they did the frown ef the
Almighty. Te propitiate the South, and make slave labor profita-
¥le, they purclnsed Louisiana and Florida, apon the soil of which

‘the responsibility of the existence of slave

1n

.

Ohio with a million of inhabitants, Indiana, Illinois and
Maine, never had a slave. Since 1785 till this hour, there
never had been one slave in any of these states. These
twelve either never had slaves, or Had abolished slavery
without any remuneration. These states contain 7,000,000
out of the 11,000,000 of the white population of the
Union, and nea'rly two thirds of the whole territorial ex-
tent of the republic as now peopled. (35) And when we re-
member that they have stood as they now do for the last
twenty years, as it was now more than twent[y‘v years since
slavery was abolished, how could they be charged with
in other states,
or be charged with fostering slavery which they were the
first people upon earth to abolish, and the first to unite
with other pations in putting down the slave trade as pira-
cy ¥(36) Thishe was aware would be denied ; but, though

Btateand Territory, slavery iskeen in its most direful ts. In
wiew-of these things, cught not R. J. Brockinridge to be resarded
-as a wilful deceiver,—a*wolf in sheep’s clothing *?

“(33) Well, when rotbers rostore that which they have stolen,
are theyto be eulogized as philathropists, and paragons of hon-
edty? Does Mr. B.mean to contend, that these States were not
‘bound to abolish slavery ¢ without money and without price > ? If
iot, then none of the slave States may justly demand compensa-
tion, in imitating their example. Ifhe do, will he try to reconcile
this doctrine with the following, which is extracted from liis
#peech before the Colonization Bociety in Wasliington, ‘in
18342 ‘If I am asked, whether God made one man‘'to own a
\itle to another, I must reply, NAY. 7Tome it is self-evident, thut

man to hold a negry slave, as to be guilty of common robbery or
theft’— Younger Edwards, Pastor of a churck in New Haven, and
afterwards President of Union College.

¢Itremble for my country, when I reflect that God is just, and
that his justice cannot eleep forever. “The Almishtyhas no attri-
bute that ean take sides with us in such a struggle.’—Jefferson,
1782, .

It will nat do thus'to tslk like philosophers, and act like unre-
lenting tyrants ; to be perpetuslly sormonizing it, with liberty for

-our toxt, and actual oppression for our t v.’—y’m Pinck-
ney:in the Maryland House of Delegates, 1789. .
“D ic slavery is to the principles of Christianity.

the beings whom God made in hisown lmagoe, he must have made
JSree? .
(34) But who proclaimed the ‘truth,” whose infl mighty

It prostrates every benevolent and just principle of action in }he
human'heart. Tt is rebellion against a common Father. Itisa
sctical denial of the extent and efficacy of a common Saviour,

through God, overthrew the abomination in those States? Who
but the Wesloys, and Fiskes, and Hopkinses, and Baldwins, and

Stileses, and Edwardses, and Othellos, and Amyntos, and Mifflins, -

and Rushes, and Pinckneys, and Jeffersons of that day >—the men
that declared of slavery—

¢I strike at the root of this complicated villany—I absclutély
deny all slaveholding to be with the least degrce of na-
tural justice—seeing men-buyers are exactly on a levol with men-
stealers.’— Wesley, 1787,

4 No‘lenger shall the United States of America be famed for lib-
erty. OPPRESSION pervades their bowels ; and while they exhib-
it a fair exterior to other parts of the world, they are nomore than
painted Ichres, contairiing within them rottenness and corrup-
tion.’—Othello, Baltimore Advertiser, 1788,

¢The slavery practised in America is not only abominably un-
just, i istent, and ridiculous, but it is a di to human na-
ture. There nover yet was an instance, in which all the 1ights of
human nature were more flagrantly violated than in the case of
American slavery. Perfect liberty and equality with the whites,
is this day the inalienable right of every negro in America.’—
Amynto, New York, 1796. X

¢ Lot who will startle or laugh, I steadfastly maintain, that we
must bring them fnegroes) to an equal standing, in point of privi-
leges, with the whites! They must enjoy all the rights belonging
to human nature.’— Fiske, 7'utor in Dartmouth College, 1795,

¢ American slavery is unjust in its nature—impolitic iw its princi-
pl d in its ruinous to the industry and enterprise
of the citizens of these States.’—Memorial of the C. i

- of heri

It is an usurpation of the prerogative of the great Sovereign of the
Universe, who has claimed an exclusive property in the souls of
men.>—Benjamin Rush, 1794,

‘Who but the men that pr d these principles were the
men that, under God, abolished slavery in the States referred to?
And what but the abolition of the foreign slave trade, for the pur-
pose of protecting the d tic, and the p lgation of the
principles of colonization in their place, and to the temporary
subversion of these—what but these two causes combined has
arrested the Southward march of freedom,and held it in statu
quo for twenty years!

Thus far the E upon this p s, It is proper to add,
that there isno reason to believe that slavery wasabolished in N?\.v
Ensland maioly, as Mr. B. declares, ‘by the influence of the spirit
of God, and the influence of divine trath.” [Note—Mr. B. is for
the gradual removal of that, to which divine truth and the spirit of
God are hostile, by kis own confession, and thus pleads for t.hfv
continuance of sin : like Felix, he wishes slaveholders to.* wait
untila more convenient season * before they repent j No—forthe
space of ono hundred and fifty years,she endeavored to futel.a
slavery upon her torritory, and only selinquished it because the soil
and the climats were unconquerably averse to it. ‘So far from re-
proaching the Soith with the evil of her colored population,’ said
GERRIT SMITH, In a speech delivered at Washington a fow
years 9go, * I admit that the North owes her redemption,nottoa
Detter morality, but to colder skies and a less furtile soil.? Indeed,
fiom the strong pro-slavery epirit which now pervades the breasts
habi there is reason to apprehend that if, by a mirac-

State Society, for the Promotion of Freedom, &c., praying for Con-
gress to abolish the slave trade, and signed by EZRA STILES (Pre-

- sident of Yale College) President, and SL(MEON BALDWIN, Sec-

retary,1791.

¢ T'hey [tho slaves] have yet as much a right to their liberty as
ever they had, and to démand it of himn who holds them ia bonddge ;
and he denies them their right, which i3 of ;nore worth to them
than every thing else they can have in the world, every HOUR ke
refuses or neglects o set them at likerty.'— Hopkings, 1776.

‘Every man who cannot shaw, that his negro hath, by his volan-
tary conduct, forfeitod his liberty, is obligedimmediately to many-
mithim. Andtohold (such an onel in & state of slavery, is to be
every day guilty of robbing him of his liberty, or of man-stealing
—and filty ycars-from this time (1791) it will be a8 shamaful fora,

ulous change, cotton, sugar, rice, &c. &c. could be grown us
profitably among us asat the extreme south, slavery would be rein~
stated, with its drivers and overseers, its whips, collars and thumb-
screws, without delay, and by an overwhel ming majority of the
people.” Wo have abandoued it rather on accountofa physical
inaptitwde, than of any moral repugnance. Still, the jnfluence of
divine truth’ ionably } d its aboliti |
(35) And yet seven millions succumb to four millions, and per-
potuate slavery and the slave trade in the District of Columbia,
and in the Territories, lest they should dissolve the Union/ And
yot ‘properly speaking, there is no such thing as American |
slavery 7! |
(36) Here Mr. B. is wrong again, bath in fuct and in argument.
Aumerica has not abolished the ¢ slave trade, aud [made it piracy.”
|

-
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Wilberforce hdil laboured in the caure for twenty years,
the American constitution’ had fixed a limited time for-thre
ubolition of the sluve trade,(37) and tife'nronrent the tventy

T'o this t she tol and y , nay, derives a revenuo
from that trade. Witneas the 39,000 or 50,000 that go from Virgin-
bu, Marylund, &e., 1o the extreme south every year. T'rue, she
has proscribed the fureicn trade,on parchment,and that is all.
For to this hour she stunds aloof, and will not come into such
nrr with other p ,an are indi ble to an effect-
ual cxccution of the Juw. A Dritish cruizer gives chase to a
sluver. Up go American colors. America denies the right of
scasch in the case, and off goes the slaver untouched and un-
harmed. Thus docs America nullify hor own law, and so firas
shecan, the luws of all other civilized powers, and untur! her flag
for the escape and protection, rather than the arrest and pun-
ishment of the slaver —( Emancipator.}

‘Bhe N. Y. Journsl of Commerce, in a recent article very truly
asscrts, that * We neither do any thing ourselves to put down the
accursed waflle; nor afford any fucilities to enable others to put it
down. Nay, rather, we stand between the slave and his deliverer.
We urc a drawhack—a dead’ weight: on the cause of bleceding
lumanits.? And a late number of the Edinhorgh Review, spenk-
ing of the application of the British government to this, for its co~
aperation, says,. *I'ho final answer, however, is, that urnder no
condition, in no form; and'with no restrictions, will the United States
enler into any convention, ortreaty, or make combined efforts of any
sort or kind, itk other wations, for the suppression of the trude.”
With what face, then,.can she claim praise for baving merely
made a law, which she alinost never exccutes, and to the execu-
tion of which, by otlicre, she permits hicr flag to be used as a hin-
drance ?

(37) This is not strictly true. The following is the article in
the Constitution, alluded to by Mr. B. :(—

¢*ARTICLE.I. Section ix. The migration or importation of
such persons as any of the Stateas now cxisting, shall think proper
to admit, SHALL NOT BE PROUIBITED hy the CGongress
prior to the year one thousand eisht hundred and eizht ; but a tax or
duty - may be imposed on sueh importation, not exceeding ten dol-
tare-forieach persona?’

Thusit will’be seen-that the Constitution, instead of ¢ fixing a

imited time for the abolftion of the slave trade,’ as Mr. Brockin-
ridge affirms, expressly authorised its bloody and piratical prose-

ution for the term of twenty years, and hound the people of the
United States not to suppress: 4 during that protracted period !
Nor did it require the suppression of the trade in 1808, but simply
dcclared that it should not be prohibited ti} that year. If Con-
gress, in 1808, had been di dto let 1t nue without inter-
ruption, that body could have done so without'conflicting with the
IConstitutioni : but the slave-breeding Stutes were quite willing at
that time to shut out foreign competition, for they wished to sup-
piy the home-market with their * live stock.” By this monopoly
yhoy have been enabled to realize an i profit. To show to
hwhat gxtent the domestic slave trade is now prosecuted, and how
wuluable it is, 1 quote the following paragraph from a late number

f the Peteisburg (Virginia) Times :
§ * We hays heard intelligont men estimate the number of slaves
nxported from Virginia within the last twelve months, at 120,000 ;
pach slave qvarpsipg at Jeast $500 ; making an aggresate of $72.-
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years had elapsed, the congress did abolish it; aud fhis
was in'the same morth.and some days before the ubolitiod
bill Itad passed throughs Parlitment.  Thus, America was
the first nation on earth which had abolished the slave
trade, and made it piracy. If we judge by the numbxt of
republics which tolerate no slavery—if we judge by thé
nttmber of Amevican citizens who abhor slavery, it will
be found ot to be an Anrerican question; but ove appli-
cable only to a small-portion of the nation. If he WlsLed-
to prove that the British were idolators, he counld poiut to
millions of idolators in India, under the British govern-
ment, for every one in America who apptoved of slavery.
If he wished to prove the Britich to be Catholics and wor-
shippers of the Virgin Mary, he eould point to the west
of Ireland, where one thousand worshippers of the Virgin
Mary would be found for every one in America who did
not wish slavery abolished. 1f he were to retwrn to Amer-
ica and get up public meetings, und address them about
British idolutry, because the Indians were idolators, or on
British Catholicism, because many of the Irish worshipped
the Virgin Mary, would not the world at once see the ab-
surdity and mugciousnen of the charge ; and if he heap-

‘ed upon Britan every libellous erithet he could invent (38)

—if he got the wise, thegood, and the fair, to applaud him,
would not the world see at once the grossness of the ab-
surdity? And where, then, lay the difference?(89) The Uui-
ted States Government have no power to abolish slavery
in South Carolina—Britain can abolish idolatry through-
ont its dominions. It was absurd to say that it was aa
American question. America, a8 a nation, was not re--

branch of profit. It is a practice,and an increasing practice in
parts of Virginia, to rear slavesfor market. How can an henora-
ble man, a patriot, and a lover of his country, bear to sce this an-
ciont dominion, rendered illustrious by the noble devotion and’
patriotism of her sons in the cause of liberty, converted into one
graad menagerie where men are to be reased for market like oxen
for the shambles 2 1s it better, is it not worse than the foreign
slave trade, that trade which qolisted the labor of the good and
the wise of every creed and every clime to abolish it? The tra-
aoér reccives the slive, a stranger in langwage, aspect and manners,
from the merchant who has brought him from the interior. The
tios of father, mother, hushand, and child hawe ali been rent.ia.
twain ; hefore lie receives liim, his soul ias bocome callous..

¢ But here,sir, individuals, whom the master has known frem
infancy, whem he has seen sporting in the innocent gambols of
childhood, who have been accustomed to look to him for protec-
tion, ke tears from the mother’s arms, and sells into a strange coun-
try amonx st people, to cruel task Inmy
opinion, sir, it iy muck worse.”

So much for the bomstful asscrtion of ‘Mr. Breckinridge, thas.
America was the first to put down the slave trade as piracy &

(38) Of courae, the insinuation s, that Mr. Thompson has
heaped upon America every libellous epithet ho could invent,
oand has got the wise, the good, and the fair, to applaud him for
Bis Bascness ' What an insult to the intelligence and piety of
Di. Wardlaw, Dr. Heugh, Robert Grahame, and their numerous

100,000} Qf the nymber of slaves exported, not more than onec-
3hird have beeq sald, (the others having heen carried by their
pwners, who have removed,) which would leave in the State the
aum of §24,000,000 arising from the sale of slaves?*!!

Remember that this expartagion.of slaves has been from a sinkle
Riate within the last year. In fyrther proof of the disgusting
] ter and ive | ign of this nefarious troffic in
slaves and souls of men,’ read the following extract from a
ppeoch dolivered in the Virginia Houso of Delegutes, Januury
P1t, 1832, by Thomas J. Randolgh :

“The gantleman hus spokeun of the increase af the fermal slaves
heing o par: of the prefit ; it is admitted ; but no great evil eun be
averted, no xood attained, without some incouvenienge, It may
be questioned, how far is it desirable to fostor and encourage ihis

tates; thut they should thus be accused of praising and ad-
miring a wilel' and notorious defamer 3 and how is insincerity
added to isult' by Mr. B.in his encomium of these very individ-
uals towardsthe close of the discussion !—But he hus ¢ not any
wish, even the most remote, to break down or injure the well.
earned or ill-earned reputation of his opponent ’—O no !
(39) Just herc. Religious: worshipis a matter between a
man's conscience and hig God, wiih which no government has
a right to interfere. ¢ All that governmeont has to do, is 1o se-

-cure them the rights of conscience, andl then: lot: them alone to

choose their. own religion. True, if Great Biitain: took. from.
her Indian subjects the right and the opportusity to. hecome-
Christians, and so compelled them to he idoluters-or nothing, as
America takes from her slaves tha right to be froe, compelling
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sponsible, either in the sight of God of ihan; for the ex-
istence of Slavery within certain portions of th¢ Union.
As a nation, it had done every thing vithin its power.(40)
‘The balf hour haviig now expired, Mr. B. sat down; and

Mr. THOMP3ON rose. Heraid he did not stand on the
platform this evening to explain to them his views in rel-
erence to slavery. nilo would occupy no portion of their
time by anexposition of any of the principles or views en-
tertained by himself on the subject of slavery as it has ex-
isted in our own dependencies, or as it exists in America
at the present mowent, or in other portions of the globe.
He stood there to~justify that policy which, in a distant
land, he had deemed it right to pursue; he stood thére to
justify the policy which Ead been adopted and pursued,
and was still pursued by certain individuals in the United
-States, whether many or few, whether a_handful or a
multitude, who were known by the name of the abolition-
ists of the United States of America. He stood there to
justify himself and them in the act of feurlessly, constant-
ly, unceasingly, and universally, to every class and color,

-on_the face of the habitable globe, enunciating the great
principles of equal justice and equal rights—of enuncia-
ting this great truth, that slaveholding 18 a crime in the
sight of (Eod, and should be nnmediately and totally abol-
ished. That God had in no instance given to man a dis-
cretionary power to hold property in his fellow-man; that
instant emancipation was the right of the slave; that in-
stant manumission was the duty of the master. ‘That no
government had a right to keep a single soul in slavery ;
that no nation hud authority to permit slavery, let that na-
tion exist where it may; if professing to bea Christian
nation, so much the more atrocieus was their wickedness.
‘The nation which permitted the keeping in slavery of
God’s creatures, which allowed the traffic in human be-
ings for 400 pieces of silver, even in the capital itself, was
not entitled to be called a christian nation, and if profess-
ing to be a christian nation, so much the more pre-emi-
nently wicked and infamous was the nation. By that aet,
that mfamous, wicked nation violated every ohristian feel-
ing, and was worthy of being exposed to the scora and
derision of every nation under heaven, cliristinm or pagan.
This was a most momentous question, and he spoke strong-
ly upon it, but he spoke advisedly. He did not speak an-
grily, but he did and must speak warmly on the subject of
Slavery. He could not talk of millions of men and women;.
each of whom was endowed with a soul which was
precious in the sight of God—each of whom was endow-
ed with that principle which out-valued worlds—he could.
not speak of such, registered with the brutes, with caln
unconcern, or classed with chattels, and be calm—if he
could do so, he should be ready with these nails to opem

- his breast, and tcar therefrom a heart which would be
unworthy of a man. He could and would speak calmly
on other topics, but this was a subject which required en-
ergy, unceasing energy, till the evil was removed from
the face of the earth, till all the kingdoms of the world
had become the kingdoms of our God, and of his Christ.
He was thankful for the present opportunity which had

them to be slaves or uothing, and pleading the entire phys-
ical force of the goverument for their extermination, if they
attempt to be any thing else, then indeed would Great Britain
be responsible, and the world might justly cry out to h-r to un-
' clench her grasp upon her victims.?
\  (49) Such mendacity requires no exposure : it is palpable to
P cvery eyee Mr. B. crosses his own track continually. Asa na-
{ tion, he says, America has done every thing within its power to
, abolish slavery ; and yet he tells us in another plase, ¢ it is ab-
- rurd to talk of American slavery >—there is not now, there
nover has been, such a thing as American slavery—it is not an
, Amicrican quostion.
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been afforded him, of entering into this discussion; Le was
thankful that his opponent, for so it secined he must be-
called, was an American, that he was a Christian minister,.
that he wus 4n oppouent of slavery, that he brought to the-
question before them, talent, learning, patriotism, and
chiristian feeling. Such an opponent he respiected, and
wished the audience to respect. He would usk - themn to.
cherizh his person, to respect his opinions, to weigh his
arguments, to test his facte, and if they were just and
righteous, to adopt his principles. If he (Mr. T.) knew
the strongest expression he hud ever used rogarding Amer--
ica, he would use it to-night ; if he knew in what recess
of his heart his worst wish towards America was depoeit--
ed, he would drag it forth to the light, that his opponent
might grapple with it in thewr presence. He would not
soften down any of his language ; he would not sugar over-
his words, he would not abate one iota of what he had.
ever said in reference to the wickedness of America on
former i Let his opponent weigh every syllable-
he (Mr. T.) had uttered, every statement he lind ever
made, every charge he had ever Lraught against lus coun--
try or against his cloth, and if he found that he had exag-
gerated facis or stated what was not true, he would be-
glad to be shown it. He was there before them and his .
opponent to search after the truth, truth which would
outlive Mr. Breckinridge—truth which would outlive-
George Thompson—truth which was far more valuable-
than the proudest victory—truth which was invaluuule to-
both—and let the truth stand cut during the discuesion-
which might follow ; and when they had found out the-
truth, if they saw any thing which had to be taken hack—
any thing to be given up—any thing for which to be sorry,.
he would try to outstrip his opponent in his readiness 10
retract what was wrong, to yield what was untcnable,,
and to express his sorrow before God and the andience for
what he had undeservedly said of America. With regurd
-to the feelings he entertained towards the Americans, he
need only refer to the last letter be had published to the-
American people, from which he would rend a passage to.
show the feelings be entertained towards that country, as-
well as to those of her citizens who might reach these-
shores from America. Mr. Thompson then read the fol~-
lowing passages :—

I Tove America, becauge her sons, though my persecu~
tors, are immortal—because ¢ they know not what theys
do,’ or if enlightened and wilful, are so much the more to
be pitied and cared for. I love America, because of the:
many affectionate friends I have feund upon her shores, hy-
whiomn T have been cherislied, refreshed and strengthened 3
and upon whose regard I place an incalculable value. I
love America, for there dwells the fettered slave—fettered,.
and darhened, and degraded now, but soon to epring into
light, and liberty, and rank on earth, as he is ranked in
heaven, ¢ but a little lower than the angels.” I love Amer--
ica, because of the many mighty and magnificent enter-.
prizes in which she has embarked for the salvation of the-
world. Tlove her rising spires, her peaceful villages, and
her multiplied means of woral, literary, and religious.
improvement. 1 love her hardy sons, the tenants of her
valleys and her mountains green. 1 love ber native chil-
dren of the forest, still r g ed an d,.
in the unsubdued wilderness of the * far west.’ I love.
your country, because it is the theatrg¢ of the sublimest
contest now waging with darkness, and despotism, and'
misery, on the fuce of the globe; and because your coun-
try is ordained to be the scene of a triumph, as holy in
ite character and as glorious in its results, as any ever
achieved through the instrumentality-of men.

But though my soul yearns over ‘America, and I desire-
nothing more_eagerly than to see her stand forth among
ll}e nations of the world, unsullied in reputation, and om-
nipotent in energy, yet shall I, if spared, deem it my duty
to publish aloud her wide and fearful departures from rec~
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titude and merey. T shall unceasingly proclaim the wrongs
ol her cnsl:wel? chuildren; and, while she continues to
< traflic in the souls of meu,’ brand her as recreant to the
great principles of her revolutionary struggle, and bypo-
critical in all her professions of attachment to the cause of
human rights.

I thank God, I cherish no feclings of bitterness or res
venge, towards any individual in America, my most in-
veterate enemy not excepted.  Should the sea on which I
am about to embark receive me ere I gain my native shore
—should this be the last letter I ever address to the peo-
ple of America, Heaven hears me witness, I with truth
and sincerity affirin, that, as I look to be freely forgiven,
80 {reely do'I forgive my persecutors and slanderers, and
pray—* Lord, lay not this sin to their charge.’

In another part of the same letter, he had thus express-
&d himself :—

Should a kind providence place me again upon the soil
of my birth, and when there, should any American (and I
hope many will) visit that soil to plead the cause of virtue
and philanthropy, and strive in love to provoke us to good
works, let him know that there will be one man who will
uphold his right to liberty of speech, one man who will
publicly and privately assert and maintain the divinity of
his commission to attack sin and alleviate suffering, in
every form, in every latitude, and under whatever sanc-

tion and authorities it may be cloaked and guarded. And-

coming oa such an errand, I think I may pledge myself in
behalf of my country, that he shall not be driven with a
wife and little ones, from the door of a hotel in less than
36 hours after he first breathes our air—that he shall not
be d d as an i liary, a fanatic, an emissary, an
cuemy, and a traitor—that he shall not be assailed with
ovaths and missiles, while proclaiming from the pulpit in
<he house of God, on the evening of a christian Sabbath,
the doctrines of ¢judgment, justice and mercy,’—that he
shall not be threatened, wherever he goes, with ¢tar and
feathers ’—that he shall not be repudiated and abused in
newspay d i d religious, and by men calling
theinselves christian ministers—that he shall not have a
price set upon his head, and his house surrounded with
ruffians, hired to effect his abduction—that his wife and
<hildren shall not be forced to flee from the hearth of a
diiend, lest they should be ¢ smoked out’ by men in civic
authority, and their paid myrmidons—that the mother and
der little ones shall not find at midnight the house sur-
rounded by an infuriated multitude, calling with horrible
execrations for the husband and the father—that his lady
shall not be doomed, whilc in a strange land, to sce her
habes clinging to her with aflright, exclaiming ¢the mob
shan’t get papa,’ ¢ papa is good, is he not ? the naught
mob shan’t get him, shall they ?’—that he shall not, final-
y, be forced to quit the most enlightened city of our na-
tion, to escape the assassin’s knife, and return to tell his
<country, that in Britain the friend of virtue, humanity,
and freedom, was put beyond the protection of the laws,
and the pale of civilized sympathy, and given over by pro-
fessor and profane, to the tender mercies of a blood-thirsty
rabble.

These extracts were from the last letter that he had
written to the people of America, and which had been
widely published thiere ; and he was glad of an opportunity
of now laying them before a Glasgow audience, and of
having them incorporated in the proceedings of the eve-
ning, in order-to.show that he then forgave America, that
he now forgave America. He wouldstand there to defend
the right of Mr. Breckinridge to a fair hearing from his
(Mr. Thompson’s) countrymen § and stand forward as his
protector, to save him from the missile that might be aim-
ed at him, and to receive into his own bosomn the dagger
avhicl might be aimed at his heart. His opponent might
De auxious to know what report he (Mr. T.) made on his
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retain to Britain, of his proceedings in America. He
would therefore read an extract from the minutes of the
LoxDox SoctETY for UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION:

George Thompson was then introduced to the Commits
tee; and communicated at length the result of his Mission,

-in the United States, and the present cheering aspect of

the Anti-Slavery cause in that country. The following is
a brief outline of his statement :—

He desired to be devoutly thankful to Divine Providence
for the signal preservation and help vouchsafed to him in
all hia labors, perils and persecutions. He considered it
a high honor to have been permitted to proclaim in the
gars‘ of a distant people the great principles held by the

ociety.

He sailed from this country on the 17th August, 1834,
landed at New York on the 20th September, and com-
menced his public labors on the st of October. His pub-
lic Lectures were continued down to the 20th October,
1835, during which period he delivered between 2and 300
public Lectures, besides innumerable shorter addresses be-
fore Committees, Conventions, Associations, &c. &c.
His audiences had invariably been overflowing, and com-
posed frowmn time to time of members of State Legislatures,
the Heads of Colleges, Professors, Clergymen of all de-
nominations, members of the legal professions, and the
students of nearly all the Theological and Academical In-
stitutions in New England. The result of his labors had
been the multiplication of Anti-Slavery Associations to an
unprecedented extent. Up to the month of May, 1835, he

met with no serious or formidable opposition. At that .|

time the National Society reported the existence of 260
auxiliaries, aud its determination to appropriate during
the ensuing year the sum of 30,000 dollars in the printing
of papers and pamphlets to be gratuitously circulated
amongst the entire white population of the country. The
Southern States, previously almost silent and inoperative,
soon after commenced a system of terroriswm, intercepting
the public conveyances, rifling the Mail Bags, scourging,
matilating or murdering all suspected of holding Anti-
Slavery views, and calling with one cousent upon the Free
States to pass laws, abridging the freedom of speech and
of the press, upon the subject of Slavery. The North
promptly responded to the call of the South, and in every
direction throughout the Free States, the Abolitionists be-
came the victims of persecution, proscription and outrage.
The friends of Negro freedom everywhere endured with
a patience and spirit of christian charity, almost unexam-
pled, the multiplied wrongs and injuries accuinulated upon
them. They ceased not to_ labor for the holy cause they
had espoused, but perseveringly pursued their course in
the use of all the mneans sanctioned by Justice, Religion,
and the Constitution of their country. The result bad
been the rapid exteunsion of their principles, and a vast
accession olP moral strength. G. T. gave an appalling ac-
count of the condition of the Southern Churches. The
Presbyterians, Baptists, and Episcopal Method:st Church-
es were the main pillars of the system of Slavery. Were
they to withdraw their countenance, and cease to partici-
pate in its administration and profit, it would not exist for
one year. Bishops, presiding Elders, Travelling Preach-
ers, Local Preachers, Trustces, Stewards, Class Leaders,
private Members, and other attendants in the Churches
of the Episcopal Methodists, with the preachers and su-
bordinate members of the other denominations, are, with
few exceptions, slaveholders—many of the preachers, not
merely possessing domestic slaves, but being planters <on
a pretty extensive scale,” and dividing their time between
the duties of the Pastoral Oftice and the driving of a gang
of Negroes upon a cotton, tobacco, or rice plantation.

In the great pro-slavery meetings at Charleston and
Richmond, the clergy of all denominations attended in a
body, and at the bidding of vigilance Comnittees suspend-
ed their Schools for the instruction of the colored popu-
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lation, receiving as their reward a vote of thanks from
~ their lay slaveholding brethren ¢ for their prudent and pa-
. triotic conduct.’ o
' G.T.gavea most encouraging account of the present
. state of the Anti-Slavery cause, as nearly as it could be
ascertained by letters recently received. He stated that
there were now, exclusive of the Journals published by
« the Anti-Slavery Society, 100 newspapers holdly advocat-

ing the principles of Aho‘ilion.(l) Between 4 and 500 aux-
u iliary associations, comprising 15 or 1700 Ministers of the
i Gospel of various denominations. G. T. stated also a
. number of particulars, shewing the rapid progress of cor-
.. rect opinions amongst the Congregationalists,- Presbyte-
. rians, Methodists and Baptists, producing a Document
" just received from the last named body, signed by 185
@ Clergymen, being a reply to a letter addressed by the Bap-
w tist ministers in and near London to the Baptist Churches

of America, and fully reciprocating all their sentiments on.

% the subject of immediate and entire emancipation. The
4 cause was proceeding with accelerated rapidity. Ten or
4 twelve Agents of the National Society were ineessantly
§. laboring with many others employed by the State Socie-
«w ties, of which there were seven, viz. Kentucky, (a slave
x State,) Ohio, New York,; Rhode Island, Massachusetts,
| New Hampshire, and Vermont. Gerrit Smith, Esq. a
» competent authority, had stated that every week he wit-
il #essed an accession to the ranks of the Abolitionists of not
t less than 500, in the state of New York alone, and he did
) Dot know that in all the Societies there was one intemper-
. ate or profanc person. G. T. in describing the character
;. of the persons composing the Anti-Slavery Societies of
5 America stated, that they were universally men and women
« of religious principles, and, in most instances, of unques-
x tiomed piety. He had never known any benevolent enter-
« prise carried forward more in dependance upon Divine
r, Direction and Divine Aid, than the Abolition cause in the
.. United States. In all their mectings, public or social,
i they committed themselves to God in prayer, and he had
4 found that those who had been most vehemently denounced
+ as ¢ Fanatics and Incendiaries > were men sound in judg-
w mient, calm in temp iberate’in il, and prudeut,
» though resolute, in action. The great principle on which
o All their Societies were founded was the essential sinful-
« ness of slaveholding, and the consequent necessity of its
y immediate and entire abolition. The great meun by
. Wwhich they had sought to accomplish their object, was the
i fearless publication of theé truth in love, addressed to the
g =

p; (1) Onc of the strongest indications of the all-conquer-

; ing progress of the anti-slavery cause, is the wonderful
% change which has been wrought in the tone of the Ameri-
¥ can press within the last six years, in relation to this sub-
« Ject. When the Liberator was commenced in January,
¥ 1831, it was difficult to find, g the one th d news-
»  papers then printed in this country, an editor who mani-
L fested any interest in favor of the freedom of the slaves.
« A paragraph, denunciatory of the sin of slaveholding, was
t as rare as an Albino in Asia or Africa. Now whole libra-
% ries can be fermed of anti-slavery publications. Ten
h( thousand pens are wiclded en the side of imediate eman-
it cipation, and millions of tracts are scattered annually in-
I, various parts of theland. As to the newspapers, although
’:i it may not strictly be said, that, aside from those exclu-
. sively devoted to our cause, as many as one- bundred
| 'boldly advocate the principles of abolition,” yet the
!\ statement is not far from the rcal fact, which is, that the
~ sympathies and feelings of atleast that number of papers
. are calisted in our favor.
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understandings and hearts of their fellow-citizens. Expe~
diency was a doctrine they aljired. Free from a time-
serving or timid spirit, they boldly rclied upon the right-
eousness of their cause, the potency of truth, and the bless-
ing of God. They were entitled to receive from the Abo-
Jitionists of Great Britain the warmest commendation, the
fullest confidence, and most cordial co-operation. .

He was happy in being able to stite, that wherever the
principles of immediate Abolition had been fully adopted,
prejudice against color bad been thrown aside, and that
the members of the Anti-Slavery Societies throughout the
country were endeavoring by every proper means to ac-
complish the moral, intellectual, and spiritual elevation of
the colored population. :

He hoped he would yet have ample opportunities of re-
plying to the positions d by his opponent. He
thought he would be able to show that slavery in America
was American slavery; that the Congress of America—
that the Constitution of America make it an institution of
the country, and therefore a national sin of America. In
relerence to any question as to the constitution and laws

~of the United States of America, he was glad he had to

do with a gentleman who koew these well, who held a high
character for his Constitutional and legal attaionments;
aud he hoped he would be able to show that Slavery in
America was American Slavery—that the people in the
north did not hate sluvery—that they did not eppose sla-
very—that they were the greatest supporters of slavery i
the United States—that slavery in America was a national
question. But he would keep his proofs till he had time
to say something along with them, Our interference was
not a political interference with Amcrica, it was only a
moral interference, to put an end to slavery—and he hop-
ed the people of this country would continue to denounce
slavery in America; and at the same time he was quite
willing: that his apponent should denounce the idolatry of
our eastern possessions.

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE snid, he would take up the line
of argument in' which he had been proceeding; hut before
doing ro, he wished to make one observation. How did it
happen—adunitting all that had been said hy his opponent
to ge true and fair, how did it happen, that the same argn-
ments and the same. principles were so differently received
indifferent countries ? How did it happen that the indi-
vidual who advocated the same cause, with the same tem-

er, and almost in the same words, in Glasgow and in
oston, should in the one place be supported by general
applause, and in the other be ill-treated and despised, and
even made to flee for his life %(1) This was a question whicly

(1) This interrogation is alike ridi and impudent.
¢ How did it happen,’ &c.? How does it happen that the:
advocate of liberty in Warsaw, is decemed worthy of deatly
in St. Petersburghr 7 In Glasgow, the people abhor negro-
slavery, and, consequently, they cannot but admire it
most formidable opponent. 1n Boston, the people do not
abhor negro slavery ; on the contrary, ¢ five thousand gen-
tlemen of property and standing’ in this city have riot-
ously assembled together and dispersed an anti-slavery
meeting of females, and dragged the writer of these notes-
ignominiously “through the streets for his opposition to
slavery. Even Faneuil Hall, ¢ the Old Cradle of Liberty,”
when requested for the use of the New-England Anti-
Slavery Convention by one hundred and twenty respecta-
ble citizens, was unanimously refused by the Mayor and
Board of Aldermen. It was styled, by the political news-
papers, ¢ anincendiary request'—it was declared that to
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was yet to be solved. Mr. Thompson had spoken of the
northern states as the greatest friends of slavery, forgetting
that he had formerly represented the clergy as such. (2) This
was one of the principal reasons of his want of success—
of what might justly he called his signal failure. He had
“brought wnjust charges against an entire people, and had in
consequence been ill-treated.(3) Mr. Thompson had shown

occupy the hall for such a laudible purpose would ¢ pollute
4it,’ that ¢ such a contamination ’ would take from it * half
‘the venerated sacredness of the place,” and that the meet-
‘ing would only be ¢ a display of rioting and excess’! The
estimable members of the Convention were branded as
“the wretched plotiers of mischief’—* a disorganizing fac-
‘tion "— the fanatical banditti’—* traitors '— ranters’—
¢ the hasest organized band that had set itself to work to
«dissolve the workmanship of eur patriot fathers '—and as
* mad fanatics, who, if unchecked, will trample our frec-
dom iu the dust’! ‘I'he refusal of the Board of Alder-
men was declared to be ¢ well and bravely done!’ for the
“old temple of LIBERTY must not be desecrated by ad-
mitting within its walls,” those who believe that all men
arc created equal, and that the oppression of our colored
eountrymen is a stain upon our national escutcheon !—But
Fancuil Hall was frecly opened, a short time afterward,
to a great pro-slavery meeting of the citizens, on which_

accasion the Mayor (Theodore Lyman) presided.  Chceers |

were there given for WAsSHINGTON, because he had been
a slavcholder !—Now, ‘how did it happen’ that George
Thompsen was ¢ ill-treated and despiscd ’ in Boston!!

{2) Well, do these two statements couflict with each
other? Certainly not. May not the northern states and
the clergy agree in this matter ?

(3) In one place, Mr. B. charges the unpopularity of
Mr. ‘Tsompson upon his ¢ principles,” and upon his ¢ union
with a small and odious party.” Here he accounts for his
ill-treatment, not b Me.T.d d slaveholding
as a sin under all circumstances, or because he advocated
ihe doctrine of immediate emancipation, but simply be-
«cause ‘ he brought unjust charges against an eutire people.’
“What! did be not cxcept even the abolitionists, Mr.
Breckinridge?  But, the truth is, he brought no charge so
wnjust agaiast any portion of the people, as is this false
«ecasation of the vanquished Marylander. Those who
smobbed Mr. T. or instigated others to mob him, would not,
flisten to him, and of course kuew nothing of his. senti-
ments, except that he was a foreiguer and an abolitionist.
“They did not care whether he impeached the character of
<ouc or many persons, the southern slave-drivers or ‘.the
-entire people.”  Wlen the guilty Jews taok up stones to
stone the Saviour, or when they nailed him to the.cross,

-had been struck down by the hand of an assassin, or
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the better part of valor discretion, in taking care never
visit any of the slave States. (4) He had never seena slav
holder, except, perhaps, he had met such an individual i
a free State. At least, if he had done 80, it was a cir
cumstance which was not generally known, one of tho
hidden lhinﬁs of which it was not” permitted to read.
Having made this observation, he (Mr. B.) would procee
to state that in the slaveholding states there was a Jarg
minority—in same nearly half of the population—zealou

rather an evidence of conscious and intolerable guilt, than
of wouuded innocence, on the part of his assailants 7 D»
upright and virtunus men resort to lyuch law, in order 19
vindicate the character of their country? O, shame upon
thia clerical apologist of riots and rioters! For, it will he
observed, when alluding to the brutal treatment of Mr. T.
lie expresses no disapprebation of it; but seems rather t
exult that it was administered ! -

(4) This murderous taunt is flung at Mr. T. more tha
ouce in the course of this discussion. It was frequent|
in the mouths of the most abandoned wretches in thi
country, during his memorable sojourn among us. Wha
fecling heart does not shudder at its repetition under suc
circumnslances, and in the jeering language that “ the bet
terpart of valoris diseretion’? Here Mr. B. sinks him]
self to a level with southern ruffiansy and clearly shows
that he has ¢ no flesh in bis obdurate heart.” It seems to
me that a man, who, knowing that Mr, Thompson would
have been instantly put to death, in the most barbarous
manner, had he ¢ visited any of the slave States,’ can
taont him as a coward for not madly casting himself into
the flames, would at least not Jament to hear that be

scourged like:a malefactor by a pro-slavery mob. Most
surely, moral courage—duty—self-consecration—all bave
their proper limits. When He who knew no fear, the
immaculate Redecmer, saw that his enemies intended to
cast him down from the brow of a hill, he prudently with-
drew from their midst. When he sent fortl his apestles, he
said unto them, ¢ When they persecute you in one city, flee
ye into another.” There was nothing of cowardice in this
conduct, or in this advice. To accuse George Thompson
of lacking moral bravery is palpably ridiculous. Had he
been a selfish man, he never would have visited these
shores as an anti-slavery advocate. Had he been a weak
or timid man, his mouth would have been shut from the
first hour of his arrival to the time of his departure ; for ‘
he was momently perilling his life even in the free States !
—and the marvel is, that he escaped destruction. Had

he been a time-serving, popularity-sceking man, be would |
:not have made himself of no reputation by pleading in I
‘behalf of a despised and dewn-irodden people, and by !

‘was this behavior the impulse of on
+their par,? - Or when they gnashed on Stephen with their
decth, and cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their
-ears, and ran upon him with one accord, and cast-him out
<of the city, and stoned him—was all this done to prove
him a calumniator? So, when George Thompson had
‘brickbats and rotten eggs hurled at his head, and was
“ even made to flee for his life’ from this country, did such
4 patriotic’ conducl disprove his charges ? or was it not

ing with thbse who were every where stigmatized |
and treated as incendiaries and fanatics ; for if he had
ouly trimmed a litde, or swerved but one hair's breadth
from the strict line of duty, or-uttered some apologies for «
slaveholders, orJauded the Colonization Society, or re-
mained neutral,-or shruiik from the.company of abolition-
ists, he would have been extolled to the skies, and might |
have moved through the country with almost umiversal
eclat. Had he not been a man of invincible integrity, of
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’lz' evgaged in furthering the abolition of slavery. In
entucky, slaveholding had been introduced only by a small
majority. When sometime after, a convention canvassed
the subject, that majority was diminished, and still at this
hour in that state, in which he had been born, one of the
greatut political questions agitatéd was, whether slave-

olding should be abolished or .retained as an element of
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holder alone should be blamed, let him reside where he
might. Having thus disposed of the first branch of bis ar.
gument, he was naturally led to explain the wonderful phe.
nomenon of Mr. Thompson’s reception in America—tg
give a reason why that reception was so different from
what the same gentleman met with in Glasgow. Mr.
Thompson had taken up the question as one of civil or-
ization. Now the fact was, that the American nation

the constitution. A law had long ago been pi l, impos-
ing a fine of six hundred dollars on whoever brought a
slava into the State for =ale, and 300 dollars on whoever
bought him. A fine of 900 dollars was thus made the pen-
alty of introducing a slave into Kentucky as merchandize.
He was sorry to have to speak of buying and selling hu-
man beings; but, to be understood, 1t was absolutely nec-
essary that he should do 0. In Virginia also, from which
Kentucky had been in great measure peopled, not many
years ago a frightful insurrection had taken plice, and
wany cruelties had been practised—ic was needless to say
whether most on the side of the blacks or the whites.
The succeeding legislature of that state took up the ques-
tion of slavery in its length and breadth—passed a law for
giving 20,000 dollars to the Colonization Society,—und
rejected only by a small majority a proposal to appropri-
ate that fund equally to the benefit of slaves to be set free
—as of those already frec. le mentioned these things
merely to show that there was a great and an increasing
party in the south, favorakle to the abolition of negro sla-
very. . In fact, in some of the gouthern States the fiee peo-

le of color had increased faster than the whites; in Mary-
and alone, there were 52,000 of a free colored population,
all of whom, or their inmediate progenitors, had been vol-
untarily itted. It was to say, therefure,
that in the southern States there was no anti-slavery par-
ty. ‘There certainly was not such a party in Mr. Thomp-
son’s sense of the word; but Mr. Thompson’s definition
was not the correct one, as he (Mr. B.) would explain di-
rectly. Was it fair then, he would ask, to hold up to the
Briush public, not only the people of the free states, but
also this great minority in the southern states as pro-slave-
ry men 7 Let slavery be denounced, but let not the de-

. nunciation fall upon the whole American people, many of

whom were doing all they could for itsabolition. 1f Lou-
isiana resolved on perpetuating slavery, let this be told of
Louisiana. If South Carolina adhered to the system, say
80 of South Carolina; but do not implicate the mass of
the American people, so many of whom are as much op-

d to slavery ns is Mr. Thompson himself. He had
heard it said that the sun never set on the British domin-
jona. As well, then, might the British people be identi-
fied with the idalatry which prevailed in Hindostan, as the
Americans be identified with negro slavery. The question
was not American; it existed solely between the slave-
holder and the world. 1t was unfuir, therefore, to blame
the Americans as a nation : the slaveholder und the slave-

rare determination, and of indomitable courage, he would
have acted with the pusillanimity which charactorized
Drs. Cox and Hoby, those rcereant English delegates,
whose visit among us inflicted a deep wound upon the
cause of bleeding hamanity, fiom which it has not yet
whelly recovered. The only reason why Mr. Thompson
did not labor at the South was, because the north needed
first to be converted, being deeply implicated in the guilt
of oppression, and because the moral power of the nation
being lodged at the north, it was indispensably necessary
that that power shou!d be enlisted against the slave sys-
tem, in order to insure its peaceful overthrow. But what
is implied in the malignaut sncer against Me. Thompson,
if not that he would have beenimmolated upon the altar of
southern rage,~by Mr. Breckinridge's constiluents!—if
he bad crossed the line of the Pawmac ?
‘

.

g
was divided into two parties on the subject, namely, the
pro-slavery, and the anti-slavery parties. One party said,
let it alone; the otlier, and by far the most numerous par-
l{, said something ought to be done in velation to it. In
the lust named class was to be included the population of
all the non-slaveholding states. He declared, in the pres-
ence of God, his conviction, that there was net a sane
man in the free states who did not wish the world rid of
slavery. He believed the same of a large minority in the
states in which slavery existed. The pro-slavery party
themnselves, were also divided. One rection, and he rejoic-
ed to add a small one, called into exertion in fact only by
that eflervescence which had been produced by the vio-
lence of Mr. T’s friends—spoke of slavery as an exceed-
ingly %mod thing—as not anly consistent with the law of
God, but as absolutely necessary for the advancement of
civilization. This party was organized within the last
few years, and met the viol of Mr. Th ’s party
by a’corresponding violence, as a beam naturally seeks its
balance. Another section of the pro-slavery party consid-
ered slavery a great evil, and wished that it were abol-
ished, but they did not see how this could be effected.—
They had been born in a state of society where it had an
existence, and they could see no course to adopt but to
let it cure itself. These were the two sections into which
the supporters of slavery were divided. The anti-slavery
party was also composed of individanls wio had different
views of the subject. ‘The one classhad been called Grad-
nalists, Emancipationistz, and Colonizationists. The
other were called Abolitionists. With the latter class,
Mr. Thompson had identified himself. And now, as
while in America, by his praises of Mr. Garrison, and all
their leaders, his nbuse. of their opponents, and his efforts
to chain the British pablic, hand and foot, to them and
their projects, shows his continned devotion to them. He

“would refer to this party again, but in the mean time, be

would only say that its inembers manifested far more hon-
esty than wisdom. In 1833, the abolitionists held a con-
vention in Philadelphia, at which they drew up a declara-
tion of independence —-a declaration which he dared to
say Mr. Thompson cherished as the apple of his eye; but
which had been more effectual in raising mobs than ever
witch was in raising the wind. The document of which
he spoke announced three principles, to thé premulgation
of which the members of the Convention pledged their
lives and their fortunes. A number of the particulars
specified, in support of which they saild they would live
and die, went to change materially the laws and constitu-
tion of the United States, and yet it was pretended that
this was not a political question !  Their first principle
was, that every human heing has an instant right to be
free, irrespective of all consequences; and incapabls of
restriction or modification.  The second was like unto it,
that the right of citizensbip, inherent in every man, in the
spot whera he is born, is so perfect, that to deprive him of
i13 exercise in any way whatever—even by emigration un-
der strong moral constraint, is a sin.  Their third prin-
ciple was, that all prejulice against color was sinful; and
that all our judginents und all our feelings towards others,
zhould be regulated exclusively by their moral and intel-
lectual worth. Mr. B. said he stated these principles
from memory only—as he didl most of the facts on which
he relied.  But he was wiiling to stanil or fall, in both
eountries, upon the substantial accuracy of his stntements.
Mr. Breckinridge here closed his address, the period al-
lotted to him having expired.
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Mr. THOMPSON waa anxious to lay before the meet-
ing documentary testimuoay, in preferense to any thing Le
could say himself. Rather than set forth his own viens
as he had™done on many former oceasions, he wishel to
bring forward such docuizents as even his opponent would
admnit to be really American.  He pledged himself 1o show
that this was an American question. e wae not prepar-
ed for this branch of the subject, becausa hie had not ex-
pected that Mr. Breckinridge would exonerate America
from the charge of being a slaveholding nation; neverthe-
less, he wus perfectly ready to take it up. He would un-
dertake to prove that the existence of slavery in the Uni-
ted States was the result of a compromize—that the con-
stitution of the United States was, in fact, based upon a
compromise, in relation to this subject. At the time when
the constitution was agreed to, the then slaveholkling
states refused to come into what was called the confeidera-
cy of republics, unless slaveholding were permitied. At
that time there were only three hundred thousand slaves in
the union; now there were two millions and a half. So
sauch, said Mr. Thowmwpson, for what the good aml influ-
ential men of the South, spokep of by Mr. Breckinridge,
had done for the abolition of slavery. 'Then there were
500,000; now there were 2,400,000. The method by
which these good and influential people had gone about
extirpating elavery, bad been an Irish wethod; it had
shown distinctly the extent of their zeal and uscfulness,
Why, setting aside their influence alogether, they might,
had'th»  bezn as'numerous as represented by his respect-
ed o :nt, have manumitted as many of their own
slaves. It was gaid, no doubt, that the laws prevented
this; but who made the laws? The child could not do
what her mamma had commanded her to da, because she
was tied to the mahogany table; but when asked whe
tied her to the mahogany table, ¢he could only answer that
it was herself.  In like manner, be could tarn round on
those whom his respected opponent represented as haters
of slavery. Emancipationists they wished to be called;
Colonizationists they ought to be called. He would ask
them, what they had done ? Had they not compromised
every principle of justice and truth by permitting slave-
bolding in their union 7 Had they not even bestowed ex-
clusive privileges on the slaveholders 7 Had they not Le-
stowed on them such privileges as that even now they sent
21 or 25 reprerentatives to Cengress more than therr pro-
portion 7 tis respected opponent had said this was not a
national question.  Why then send xix thourand hayonets
to the south for the protection of the slaveholder ¥~ Why
were the American people taxed in order to maintain bay-
onets, blunderbusses and artiticry in the Scuth? Nota
national question ! Why then was Mizsouri admitted a
member of the union—Missouri a slaveholding state, ad-
mitted by the votes of the northern republics ¥ Mr. Breek-
inridge had fought very shy of the state of the Capital,
and the power of’ Congress to suppress the interual traflie
in slaves.* He (Mr. Thompsan) trusted, however, that
this branch of the subject would be taken up.  His oppo-
nent himself in a letter addressed to the New York Evan-
gelist, had stated that Congress possesecd full power to
«uppress the internal traffic in slaves; and yet they did it
not. There was in fact no question at all respecting the
power of the Congress, in this matter; yet it was said the
question of slavery was not mational ! The people of the
Northern states—the slavery-hating, liberty-loving people
of the Northern states, had said they would fight shoulder
to shoulder with the slaveholders of the South, should the
slaves dare to rise and say they were men, and after all
thix, it was asserted that this was not a national question,
Mr. Breckinridge had #aid that he (Mr. Thowpson) got
all his information at sccond hand.  He might have told
the reason why; he knew, however, that such arevelation
would have Leen awful.  He knew that pious men, advo-
cates of the cause of abolitin, had been hunged, butcher-
ed, their backs ploughed up by Presbyterinn elders; und
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if such bad been done towards natives of New England,

what coull a stranger such as he have expected ! He
(Mr. 'I'.) had, it scems, got allatsecond hand. He would

tell the meeting where be had obtained some of hix infor-
mation.  From Mr. Breckinridge hiuself; and he 1woust
say, that sounder or juster views respecting elavery—or a
move complete justification of the misston i which he
(Mr. 'I'.) had been so lately engaged, could scarcely e
met with.  This was evidence which he had no fear could
be ruled out of court. It was that of the friend and de-
fender of America. Mr. T. then read the following pas-
sage from a speech delivesed by Mr. Breckinridge:—

What, then, is slavery T for the guestion selates to the
action of certain principles on it, and te its psobable and
proper results 3 what is slavery as it exists among us?
We reply, it is that eondition enforced by the laws of
one-half the States of this confederaey, 1 which one
portion of the connmanity, ealled masters, is allowed such
power over auothicr portion ealled slaves; as,

1. To deprive them of the entire earnings of theirows
labor, excent only so mueh as is necessary to continge la-
bor itself, by eoutinuing healthful exisience, thus commit-
ting clear robbery ;

7§. T'o redace them 1o the neeessity of universal concu-
binage, by denying to them the eivil sights of marriage;
thus breaking up the dearest relations of life, and eu-
eouraging univeisal prostitution,

3. T'o deprive them of the means and opportunities of
moral and intellectual eulture, in many States making it
a high penal offence to teach them to read ; thus perpe-
tuating whatever of evil there is that proceeds from igne-
rance ;

4. To set up between parents and their children an an-
thority higher than the impulse of nature and the laws of
Ged ; which breaks up the authority of the father over
his own offspring, and, at pleasure separates the mother
al a returnless distauce from her ehild; thus abrogating
the clearest laws of nature ; thus outraging all decency
and justice, and degrading and oppressing thousands
upon thousands of beings ereated like themselves in the
image of 1he most high God !

s Thisis slavery as it is daily exhibited in every slave
tate.

Here, continued Mr. T., is slavary acknowledged to he
clear roblery, and yet it is not to be instantly abolished !
Universal concubinage and prostitution, which must not
‘innediately be put an end to! Oh, these wicked aboli-
tionists, who seek to put an immediate close to such a
state of things! What an immensity of good have the
Emancipationists of the South, as they wish to be called,
of the Colunizationists as they ought to be called, done du-
ring their 60 years’ labor, when this is yet left for the
Rev. R. J. Breckinridge to say ! Dear, delightful, ener-
getic men! ‘T'ruly, if this is all they have been able to ef-
fect, it is time that the work were committed to abler
hands. Mr. Thompson then read an extract from the
Philadelphia declaration. Mr. Breckinridge had called it
a declaration of independence, but it was only a declara-
tion of scntiments :— :

We have met together for the achievement of an enter-
prise, without which, that of our fathers is incomplete,
and which, for its maguitude, solemnity, and probable re-
sults upon the destiny of the world, as far as transcends
theirs, as moral truth docs physical force.

lu purity of wnotive, in caruestness of zeal, in decision
of purpose, in intrepidity of aetion, in steadfastness of
flailh, io sincerity of spirit, we would ret be inferior to
them. '

‘T'heir principles led them to wage war against their ap-
pressors, and to spill human blood like water, in order to
be free. Ours forlnd the doing of evil that goed may cone,
and lead us to reject, and 1o entreat the oppressed 10
reject, the use of all earnal weapons for deliverance fre
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bendagé—relying solely upon those which are spiritual,
zn;:’mlglnly' through God to the pulling down of stroug
olds,

. Their measures were physieal resistance—the marshall-
ing in arms—the hostile” array—the mortal enconuter.
Ours shall be such oply as tlre oppogition af moral purity
to moral corraption—the destructioff of error by the po-
tency of truth —the overthrow of prejudice by the power
of love—and the abolition of slavery by the spirit of re-
pentance.

Their grievances, great as they were, were trifling io
comparison with the wrongs and sufferings of those for
whom we plead. Qur fathers were hever slaves—uever
bought and sold like cattle—never shut out from the light
of knowledge and religion—never subjected to the lash
of brutal taskmasters. '

But those, for whose emancipation. we are striving,—
constituting at the present at least 1-6th part of our coun-
trymen,—are recognised by the laws, and treated by
their fellow beings as marketable commodities—as goods
and chattels—as brute beasts ; are plundered daily of the
fruits of their toil without redress ;—really enjoy no con-
stitational nor legal protection from licentious and mur-
derous outrages upon their persons ;—are ruthlesslv torn
asunder—the tender babe from the arms of its frantic
mother—the heart-broken wife from her weeping husband
—at the caprice or pleasure of irresponsible tyrants;—
and for the crime of having a dark ecomplexion, suffer the
pangs of hunger, the infliction of stripes, and the iguo-
miny of brutal servitude. They are kept in heathenish
darkness by laws expressly enacted to muke their instruc-
tion a criminal offence.

These are the prominent circumstances in the condition
of more than two millions of our peaple, the proof of
which may be found in thousands of indisputable facts,
and in the laws of the slaveholding states.

Hence we maintain :—

That in view of the civil and religions privileges of this
nation. the guilt of its oppression is unequalled by any
other on the face of the earth—and, therefore,

‘I'hat it is bound to repent instantly, to undo the heavy
burdens, to break everv yoke, and to let the oppressed go
free.

We further maintain— -

That no man has a right to cnslave or imbrute his
brother—to hold or acknowledge him, for one moment,as a
picee of merchandise—1o keep back his hire by fraud—
or to brutahze his mind by denyiug lim the means of in-
tellectual, social and moral improvement.

The right to enjoy liberty is inalienable. To invade it
is to usurp the prerogative of Jehovah. Every man has
a right to his own body—to the products of his own labor
—to the protection of law—and to the common advanta-
ges of society. It is piraey to buy orsteal a native Af-
rican, and subject him to servitude.” Surely it is as great
a sin to enslave an American as an African.

T'herefore we believe and affirm—

That there is no difference in principle, between the
African slave trade and American slavery:

‘That every Amerioan citizen who retains a human be-
ing in involuntary bondage, is [according to Scripwre,
a man-stealer. :

‘T'hat the slaves ought instantly to be set free, and
brought under the proteetion of law. ‘

That if they had lived from the time of Pharaok down
to the present period, and had been entailed through suc-
cessive generations, their right to be frea could never
have been alienated, but their claims would have cou-
stantly risen in solemnity. -

That all those laws which are now in force admiuing
the right of slavery, are therefore, hefore God, utterly
pull aud void 3 being an audacious usurpation of the Di-
vine prerogative, a daring infringement on the law of ma-
ture, a base overthrow of the very foundations of the so-
eial compact—a complete extinetion of’ all the relations,
endcarments and obligations of mankind, and a prosumpt-
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uons transgression of all the holy commandments—and
that therefore they ought to be instantly abrogated.

He would ask if there was any thing here different from
what he had read from his respected opponent? ‘I'he
sentiments ware the same, though not given in Mr. Breck-
inridge’s strong and glowing language. Mr. Breckin-
ridge’s description of sluvery was even more methodical,
clearer, and better arranged; he was therefore inclined tc
Ercfer it to the other. He would, bowever, ask Mr.

reckinridge not to persevere in speaking of the violence
as he ca]le«? it, of the abolitionists, only in general terms
He hoped he would point out the instances to which he al-
luded, and not take advaniage of thewm, because they were
a han:ful and odious. 'I'hey were not singular in being
called odious. Noah was called odious by the en of hie
day, because he pointed out to them the wickedness of
which they were gnilty. Every reformer had been called
odious, and he trusted to be always among those who were
deemed odious by slaveholders aund their apologists. He
repeated, that he wished Mr. Breckinridge to forsake gen-
eral allegations, and to specify time and place when he
brought forward his charges. The time wns past when,
in Glasgow, vague assertions. could produce any effect.
The time was not indeed distant when even here the
friends of negro freedom had been d d odious—wher
they were a merce handful met iu a room in the Black Bul
Inu. But from being odious they had become respectable.
and from respectable triumphant, in nce of thei
having renounced expediency, and taken their stand on the
broad principles of truth and justice. . ., . :

MR. BRECKINRIDGE said he had on so many occa-
sions and in so many different forms uttered the sentiments
contained in the passages which had just been read as his,
that he was unable to say from what particular speech or
writing they were taken. But he bad no doubt that if the
whole passage to which they belonged were read, it would
be scen that they contained, in addition to what they had
heard, the most unqualified condemnation of the jrrational
course pursued by the Abolitionists,  He believed also that
whatever it was, that writing had been uttered by him in
a slave state. For he could say for himself, that he hac
never said that of a brother behind his back, which he
would be afraid or unwilling to vepeat befure his face.
He had never gone to Boston to ery back to Baltimore how
greut a sin they were guilty of in upholding slavery. The
worst things which he had said against slavery had beer
said in the slave states, aad had Mr. ‘Thompson gone there
and seen with his two eyes what he describes wholly upor
hearsay, he woull perhaps have understood the subject
better than he seems to do. As ke felt himself divinely
commissioned, he should have felt no fear, he should have
gone at whatever hazard, be should have scen slavery ir
its true colors, though he had read it in his own blood. 1
Saul of ‘Tarsus bad gone to America to see slavery—I]
dare to say with the help of God, he would have beer
right sure to see it. He did not say that Mr. T. ehouk
have gone to the Southern States, if his life was likely tc
be endungered by his going there; but be woull say this
that My, Thompson ought not to pretend that he had beer
in the least degree a martyr in the cause, when in reality
be had exercised the most masterly discretion.  With re-
gnrd to the acts of the abolitivnists, as he had been callec
upun to mention particulars, he could uot say that he hac
ever heard of their having killed any person, nor had he
ever heard of any of them being killed. He might men.
tion, however, that he himsell had once almost been mob.
bed in Boston, and that, too, by a mob stirred up againsi
him by placards written, as he believed, by William Lloyc
Garrison. He had never obtained direct vroof of this
but he might state, as a reason for his belief, that the in
flammatory placards were of the precise breadth and ap
pearance of the columns of Garrison’s paper—the Libera
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and i ate zeal of the Abolitionists; but for the con-

or, and the breadth of the coluns of no other pap
'n that city. Mr. B. stated a second case, in which, on
he arrival at the City of New York of the Rev. J. L.
Wilson, a Miseionary to Western Africa, in charge of two
lads, the sons of two African Kings, committed by their
athers to the Maryland Colonization Society for educa-
tion; some friends of the Anti-Slivery Society of that
City, with the concarrence, if not by the procurement, ns
was universally believed, of Blizur Wright, jun., a lead-
ng person, and Sccretary of the principal Society of Ab-
slitionists—got out a writ, to take the bodies of the boys,
under the pretence of believing that they had been kidnap-
yed in Africa. These two cases he considered, would per-
haps satisfy Mr. T’s appetite for facts in the meantime;
he would have plenty more of them when they came to the
main question of debate. One other instance, and he
would have done. There was a law in the United States,
that if a slave run away from one of the slaveholding
states to any of the non-slaveholding states, the authorities
of the latter were bhound to give him up to his master. A
runaway slave had been confined in New York prison pre-
vious to being sent home, an attemnpt was inade to stir up a
mob, for the purpose of liberating him. A bill instigating
the people to take the law into their own hands, was
traced to an abolitionist—the same Elizar Wright, jun.
He brought to the office of one of the principal city pa-
pers, a denial of the charge—in a note signed by him in
his official capacity. He was told that was insufficient, as
it was in his individual, not in his official cupacity, that he
was supposed to have done the act in question. He re-
plied it would be time to make the denial in that form,
when the charge was so specifically ade ; meantime he
considered the actual denial sufficient. - Then, sir, said
one present, I charge you with writing the placard—for [
saw it in your hand writing. ‘I'hese instances were suf-
ficient to prove the charge of violence which he had made
was not unfounded. In reference to the statement made
la' Mr. Thompson regarding the number of slaves in the
nited States, at the commencement of the Revolution,
Mr. B. said, it was impossible to know precisely what
number there was at that time, as there had been no sta-
tistical returns before 1790, at which time there were six
bundred and sixty-five thousand slwves in the five original
slave states. ‘The exertions of the American nation to
put an end to slavery were treated with ridicule, but he
would have thein to bear in mind, that there were in the
United States, 400,000 free people of color, all of whom,
or their progenitors, had been set free by the people of
Anmerica, and not one of these, so far as he knew, had
been liberated by an abolitionist. In addition to these,
there were not less than 4,000 more’ in Africa, many of
whomn had been freed from fetters and sent to that country.
He would ask if all this wasto be counted as nothing. r¥f
they were to ider for a the enormous sum
which it would take to ransdm so muny slaves, they would
perceive the value of the sacrifice. They might say that
they had given 150,000,000 dollars towards the abolition
of slavery. It might seem eelfish to talk of it thus; but
if the conduct of Great Britain, rich and powerful as she
was, was reckoned worthy of praise for having done
an act of justice in granting emancipation to the West In-
dia slaves at the cost of 100,000,000 dollars or £20,000,000,
how much more might be said of £80,000,000 being paid
by a few comparatively poor and scattered communities
and individual men. They had been told some fine stories
of a mahogany table to which the people of America bad
tied themselves, and they were left to infer that it was
quite easy, that it merely required the exertion of will, for
them to set their slaves frce. Now, on this head he would
only ask had he the power of fixing the place of his birth 1
No. Nor had he any hand in making the laws of the
»rlace where he was born, nor the power of altering them.
I'hey might, indeed, be aktered, and he ought to add, they
~ould have been altered already, but for the passionate

duct of those who tell the slaveholders of the Southern
states, that they muet at once give freedom to the slaves,
at whatever cost or whatever hazard, and un'ess they do
80, that they will be det d on the | ps by all the
vilest nanies which language can furnish, er the imagina-
tion cf man can conceive. And what was the answer that
the planters gave to these disturbers of the public peace 2
First, coolly, ¢ there’s the door,” and' next, ¢ if you try to.
tell these things to those who, when they learn them, will
at once turn round and cut our throats, we must take
measures to prevent your ding.” Suc was
just what was to be expected on the part of the slavehold-
ers. They saw these men coming among their slaves, and
where they could not appeal to their judgments, endeavor-
ing to speak to the eyes of the black population by prints,
representing their masters, harsh and crucl. It ‘was not
surprising that such unwise conduct should beget a bitter
feeling of opposition among the inhabitants of the South-
ern states. They themselves knew too well the critical na-
ture of their position, and the dangers of tampering with
the passions of the black population. Lethim who doubt-
ed go to the Southern states, and he would learn that those
harsh laws in regard to slavery which had heen so much

d were p i diately after some of those
insurrections, those spasmadic efforts of the slaves to free
themnselves by violence, which could never end in good, and
which the conduct of the abolitionists was calculated con-
tinually to renew. They ought to take these things into
account when they hear({ statements made about the strong
excitement against the abolitionists, He would repeat
what he had before stated, that the cause of emancipation
bad been ruined by that small party with which Mr. Thomp-
son had identified himself; but to whose chariot wheels he
trusted the people of this coun’ry would never suffer them-
selves to be bound. : .

MR. GEO. THOMPSON said the work he had to do
in reference to the lust speech was by no means great or

_difficult. ‘They had heard a great many things stated by

Mr. Breckinridge on the great question in debate, but
every one of these had heen stated a thousand times be-
fore, and answered again and again within the last sixty
years. Within these very walls, they had heard many of
them brought forward and refuted within the last four
years. But there was one part of his opponent’s speech
to which he would reply with emphasis. And he could
not but confess that he had listened to that one part of it
with surprise. He knew Mr. Breckinridge to be the ad-
vocate of gradual emancipation; he (Mr. Thompson) had
therefore come prepared to hear all the arguments em-
gleo ed by the gradualists, urged in the ablest manuer, but
had not been prepared to hear from that gentleman’s
lips the things he had heard—he did not expect that the
foul charge of stirring up a mob against Mr. Breckinridge
for advocating the principles of Colonization, would be
biought against Wiﬂiam Eloyd Garrison. But they would
here see the propriety and utility of his calling upon his
opponent to leave generalities, and come to something spe-
cific—to lay his finger on a fact which could be examined
and tested circumstantially. And what did they suppose
was the truth ia the present case ? Simply this, that
when Mr. Breckinridge came forward to explain the prin-
ciples of the Marylund Colonization scheme, the noisy rab-
ble who sought to mob did so only so long as they were
under the impression that he was an abolitionist. Mr. B.
and his brother, who was along with him on that occa-
sion, did their best to let the meeting know that they
were not abolitionists but colonizationists, and whenever
the mob learned that, they became quiet. This was the
fact in regard to that case—he would willingly stake the
merits of the whele question on the truth of what he had
just stated, and he would call on Mr. B. to say whether it
was not troe; he would call on him to exhibit the placard
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which had been written by Mr. Garrison, or to tell what
it contained, He hiad a copy of the Liberator of the day
referred to, and he would ask him to point out a single
word ‘in it which could be founid fault with. He would
dare Mr. B. to find a single sentence in that paper calcu-
lated to stir up a mob, or to induce any one to hurt a sin-
gle hair of his head. With regard to the Maryland Colo-
nization scheme, he was not going to enter upon its dis-
cussion at that hour of the evening, but next evening, if
they were spared, he would endeavor to show the gross
iniquity of that scheme, recommended as it was by Mr.
Breckinridge. the meantime, to return to the next
charge, they were told of an active abolitionist—Elizur
Wright. And here he would at once say that it was too
to bring such a charge agaiost an individual like Eli-

zur Wright, than whom he knew no man, either on this
or the other side of the Atlantic, whose nature was more
embued with the wilk of human kindness, or whose heait
was - more alive tothe dictates of christian charity—it was
too bad, he repeated, to bring such a charge against that
man, unless it could be substantiated beyond the possibil-
ity of doubt. They were told that Elizur Wright had
stirred up the people of New York to insurrection, by in-
flammatory placards. Here indeed was a serious charge,
but they ought to know what these placards were. Again,
he would call upon Mr. B. to shew a copy of the placard,
or to eay what were its contents. In explanation of the
matter, he might state to the meeting that there was a ll‘l-
tle truth in what had been said about this matter; and in
order to mnke them understand the case properly, they
must know, that in New York there were at all times a
number of runaway slaves, and also that there was in the
rame city a class of men who, at least, wore the-human
form, and who were even allowed to appear as gentlemen,
whose sole profession was that of kidnappers; their only
means of subsistence wus derived from laying hold of
these unfortunates, and returning them to their masters. in
the South. Nothing was more common than advertise-
ments from these gentlemen kidnappers in the newspapers,
in which they offered their services to any slave master
whose slaves had run off. All that was necessary was
merely that twenty dollars should be transmitted to them
under cover, with” the marks of the runaway, who was
soon found out if in the city, and with the clutch of a de-
mon, seized and dragged to prison. These were the kid-
nappers. And who was Elizar Wright? He was the
man who at all times was found ready to sympathise with
those poor unfortunate outcasts, to pour the balm of con-
solation into their wounds—to come iuto the Recorder’s
Court, and stand there to plead the cause of the injured
African at the risk of his life—undeterred by the execra-
tions of the slave masters, or the knife of his myrmidons.
And was it a high crime that on some occasion he had
been mistaken ? But Elizur Wright would be able to re-
Ply to the charge himself. The account of this meeting
would soon find its way to America, and he would then
have an_opportunity “of justifying himself. As to th_e
charge of error in his statistics on the subject of Ameri-
can Slavery, it was very easily set at rest.  He had said
that the slave population amounted but to 800,000 at the
date of the Union, and that it was now 2,000,000. The
latter statement was not questioned, but it was said that
thedre were no aluth%nlic returns at thebldate of the U}lit;n,
and consequently, that it was iinpossible to say precisel y.
But although tbgy could not say exactly, they %ould come
I':om the statement of Mr.

reckinridge. That gentleman admitted, that in 1790,
there were only 665,000 slaves in the states. He (Mr.T.)
had said that in 1776 there were only 300,000; but as the
population in America doubled itself in 24 years, he was
warranted in saying that there was no great discrepancy.
But the question with him did not depend upon any par-
ticular number or any particular date. It would have
been quite the same for his argument, he contended
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whether he had taken 665,000 in 1790, or 8C0,0C0 in
1776.  All that he had wished to shew, was the rapid in-
crease of the siave population, and consequently of the
vice and misery inherent in that eystem, even while the
American people professed ti Ives to be g0 anxious to
put an end to it altogether. Had he wished to dwell upon
this part of the argument, he could also baye shown that
the increase of the slave population during the first twenty
years of the union, had gone vn more rapidly even duriag
that time, the trade in slaves having been formally recog-
nised by the constitution during that period, and a duty of
10 dollars having been imposed on every slave imported
into the United States. The following™ was the clause
from the Constitution:—

See. IX. The migration or importation of such persons
as any of the states now existing shall think proper to ad-
mit, shall not be prohibited prier to the year one thousand
eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be impos-
ed on such imporiation, not exceeding ten dollars for
each person, .

" To sum up Mr. Breckinridge's last address, what, he
would ask, had been its whole aim 7 Clearly that they
should consider the abolitionists as the chief promoters of
all the riots that had taken place in America on this ques-
tion, by making inflammatory appeals to the passions of
the people. He would call upon Mr. Breckinridge again
to lay his finger upon a single proof of this. He would
call npon him to point to a single instance where language
had been used which was in any degree calculated to call
up the blood-thirsty passions of the mob as had been rep-
Y d. If the pl s of the South were roused into
fury by the declaration of anti-slavery sentiments—if they
were unable to hear the everlasting truths which it pro-
mulgated, was that a sufficient reason for those to keep
silent who felt it to be their duty at all bazards to make
known these truths  Or were they to be charged with
raising mobs, because the :eo le were enra, to hear
these traths 7 As well might Paul of Tarsus have been
charge with the mobs which rose against his life and that
of his fellow apostles. As well might Galileo be charged
with those persecutions which immured him ina dungeon.
As well might the Apostles of truth in every age be charg-
ed with the terrible results which ensuéd from the strug-
gle of light and darkness. 1In cenclusion, Mr, Thompson

‘said that on the following evening he would take up the

question of the Maryland Colonization scheme.

Dr. WARDLAW announced to the meeting that the
discussion was closed for the evening. In doing so, he
complimented the audience on the very correct manner in
which they had observed the rule regarding all manifesta-
tion of applause. ‘The attention and interest of the au-
dience were much excited throughout the whole proceed-
ings; indeed, at few meetings have we observed so lively
an interest taken in the entire business of an evening, and
yet there was not a single instance in which the interfer-
ence of the chairman wasrequired. Qb several occasions
the rising expression of applause was at once checked by
the general good sense of the meeting.

’Th(i( proceedings were over about ten minutes to ten
o’clock.

[0G~ The remainder of Mr. Garrison’s notes upon the
discussion between Mr. Thompson and Mr. Breckinridge
will probably be inserted in the Appendix, as he is too
unwell, at the present time, to prepare them to be insert-
ed page for page, in regular course.]
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SECOND NIGHT—TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 1836.

Mr. THOMPSON, hefore proceeding with the discus-
ion, would make one or two preliminary observations.
Last evening he had been led into an ervor as regarded
both number and time in speaking of the amount of slaves
in America at the adoption of the constitution; aud he
waz anxious that every statement made by him should be
without a flaw; and if there should be an error commit-
ted, he would be the first person to admit and correct it
when discovered. He stated that at the adoption of the
American constitution, there were only about 300,000
slaves in the United States. There were not many more
in 1776 when the states declared themselves independent ;
in 1788 when the constitution was settled, there were
maore: and in 1790 there were between 600,000 and
700,000 slaves in the United States of America. His
error consisted in his subtracting 1776 from 1790, and
saying 24 vears inatead of 14. He mentioned this error
to show that he held a regard to truth to be the ultimate
end of their discussion. There wasone other preliminary
remark. His antagonist had repeatedly said that George
Thompson had published himsell a martyr. George
Thompson never did publish himself a martyr. Mr.
Breckinridge, in the course of his speeches last night, had
xaid more of himzelf than he (Mr. T.) had ever done dur-
ing all the speeches he had ever made on the guestion.
He had only referred to himself when urgently requested
to give an acconnt of his personal experience. He never
had a wish to be considered a martyr. If when he had
finished his course here, if when this probationary scene
was aver, he was found to have done his duty, he would
be fully satisfied. He was not pharisaical enough to im-
agine that he had performed any works of supererogation.
Mr. Breckinridge had said this was not a national ques-
tion ; that slavery in America was not American slavery;
that it was not a national evil ; that it was not a national
sin; that it was merely a question between the State Leg-
islatures and the slave-owners. He (Mr. T.) had said
fast night that slavery in America was a national sin, and
he would now adduce the reasons for his statement:—
First. The American people had admitted the slave states
into the union; and by eonsenting to admit these states
into the eonfederacy, although thare were in them bun-
dreds of thousands in a state of slavery, they took the
slaves under the government of the United States, and
made the sin national. Second—For 20 years after the
adoption of their constitution, and by virtue of that very
instrument, the United States permitted the horrid, un-
christian, diabolical African slave trade. Third—Than
the capital of the United States of America, there was not
one spot in the whole world which was more defiled by
slavery; and ing the profe and privileges of
the people, there wus not a more anti-christian traffic on
the face of the earth. Fourth—Each of the States is
bound by the Constitution to give up all run-away slaves;
%o that the poor wretched tortured slave night be pursued
from Baltimore to Pennsylvania, from thence to New Jer-
sey and New York, and dragged even from the confines of
Canada a fugitive and a felon, back into the slavery from
whence he had fled. He might be taken from the capital ;
from the very horns of the altar, to be subjected by a
cruel kidnapper to the most horrid of human sufferings.
Tt is not a national question! - When the north violates the
faw of God—when it tramples on the Decalogue—when

it defies Jehovah ! what was a stronger injunction in the
law of Moses than that the Israelites should protect the
run-away slave? But in America, every state was bound
by law to give up the slave to his slave master, to his ruth-
less pursuer ; and yet it must not be called a national ques-
tion! Fifth—the citizens of the free states were boond
to go south to put down any insurrection among the slaves.
They were bound and pledged to do this when required.
The youth of Pennsylvania had pledged themselves to go
to the Southern states to annihilate the blacks in case they
Asserted their right—the right of every human being—to
be free.
states, and yet we are to be told that elavery is not a na-
tional question ! The whole Union was bound to crush
the slave, who, standing on the ashes of Washington, said,
he ought to be, and would be free. Yes, northern bayo-
nets would give that slave a speedy manumission from his

Soalso was it in New York and in the other free .

galling yoke, by sending him in his gore, where the wick- :

ed cease from troubling and the weary are at rest. Yet
it is not a national question ! Sixth—The north is taxed
to keep up troops in the south 1o overawe and terrify the
slave; and yet it is not a national question ! Seventh—Mr.
Breckinridge has shown in a letter published by him that
the Coungress has power to put an end to the internal slave
trade, and yet this trade goes on in America. Mr. B.
well knows that at least 100,000 human beings—siaves,
change hands annually; he must have seen the slaves driv-
en in couples through his own beloved state, to be sold like
cattle at Washington and Alexandria; he knows that

" thousands of Virginia and Maryland slaves are sold at

New Orleans yearly, and yet he tells us that slavery is not
a national question. Eighth—How did they admit Missouri
into the union with slaves? Were they southern votes

which admitted it ? No ! but they were the votes of rec- {.
reant New Englanders, false to the principles of freedom, |.

who sold the honor of their country, and with it the liber-
ty of thousands of h beings in Missouri—or at least,

d to their | ge. And yet it is not a national
question ! He (Mr. T.) would last refer to the remarks
of a constitutional lawyer who was able, eloqueut, sincere,
and high minded. Mr. T. then read the following extract :—

¢ Such thoughts (referring to the judgments to be ex-
pected) habitually crowd upon me when I contemplate
tilose great personal and NATIONAL evils, from which
the system of operations (viz., the movements of the Cul-
onization Society) which I stand here to advocate, seems
to offer us some prospect of deliverauce.”

‘ From that day (1698) till the present, there have flour-
ished in oor country, men of large and just views, whao
have not ceased to pour over this subject a stream of
cicar and noble truth, and to importune their country, by

q

every motive of duty and advantage, to wipe from her

escutcheon, the stain of human tears.

- Itis generally known, that the original members of
the American Colonization Society anticipated, that at
some future period, the general Governmeut, and some,
if not all the State Governments, would co-operate in
their exertions for the removal of an evil which was ob-
viously NATIONAL in all its aspects.’

Now who was the writer from whom he had quoted 72—
His friend Mr. Breckinridge. This was his final reason.
If Mr. Breckioridge’s lrin.ment survived these reasouns,
it would have a life like that of a cat, which is said to
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have nine lives ; for tliey were nine fatal thrusts at his po-
sition, that slavery in America was not American slavery.
Mr. B. admits the existence of slavery, but lays no blame
either in this quarter or in that; he does not lay it on the
states, nor on the general Government. Slavery does ex-
istin America, but—interminably, but but,—coming as
these buts did from a temperance country, he wondered
much that they had escaped being staved.  Slavery exists
in America, but it is not a national question! There are
npwards of two millione and a half of slaves in the Uni-
ted States of America, and of these at least one hundred
ged hands lly, thus sundering without
remorse the tenderest ties of human nature ; at whose door
then lay the guilt of this sin? To whom were the people

_of this’country to address their warnings—over whose

transgressions were they to mourn—whose hearts were

. they to endeavor to humanize and mollify—where were the

responsible and guilty parties to be found—how are we to
et access to their consciences on behalf of the slave?

. Mv. Breckinridye says the system is one of ¢ clear robbe-

_ 1y, ‘universal concubinage '—¢ unmitigited wickedness’

- —and yet it is not to be immediately abolished !

If it be

. clear rohbery—if it be universal concubinage—if it be un-
. mitigated wickedness—let the horrid system immediately

and totally and eternally cense—a worse system it was im-
possible to have, if these were the evils it entailed. Mr.
B. trinmphantly makes out my case for immediate and

. complete emancipation. The duty is plain and indispen-

1

sable.  Mv. Breckinridge saye the abolitionists are the
most despicable and odious ien on the face of the earth.
Those who love liberty are always odious in the eycs of

. tyrants. The lovers of things as they are, of corruption,

of despotism, men who look at every thing from beneath
the aprons of their grandmothers, invariably regard as in-

* sufferably odious, all who are lovers of reformation and

liberty. ~ This always has been, and always will be the
case.” As it was said in the service of the church of Eng-
land, it might be said on this subject, ¢ As it was in the
beginning, 18 now, and ever shall be,’ if’ not ¢ world with-
out end,’ at least to the end of this. world. On the 6th
day of January, 1831, Mr. Breckinridge delivered in
Frankfort, Kentucky, an able address in favor of the Colo-
nization Society. In that address Mr. B. stated that the
Society was established on the 21st day of Dec. 1816, and
was of course, at the time of his speech, 14 years and six-

- teen days old. Mr. Breckinridge said the legislatures of
- 11 states of the Union had recommended this society to

Congress; that the ecclesiastical tribunals of all the lead-
ing sects of Christians in America had testified their ap-
probation of its principles; and yet there were after 14
years and 16 days, with all this support, and high patron-
age in church and state, only 160 auxiliary societies exist-
ing throughout the Union. Now as to the contemptible
and odions abolitionists! as they were called by the gen-
tleman who differed from him. ~The national society for
the immediate abolition of American slavery, was formed
on the 6th of December, 1833 ; and on the 12th of May,
1835, when the anniversary was held—without being rec-
ommended to Cougress by ‘any of the state legislatures—
without a teatimony of approzalion from any of the eccle-
siastical tribunals—being only one year and six months old
—how many auxiliary societies were connected with this
abolition organization? Two hundred and twenty four.
That was the number then on the books of the society ;
and the Secretary said the whole of them were not insert-
€d from the want of proper returns. In a letter addressed
to him (Mr. T.) by the secretary of the American Anti-

Slavery Society, dated New York, 81st March, 1836, were
the fulowing words.

‘ Never were Societies forming in all parts of our coun-
try with greater rapidity. At this moment we have 450
on our list, aud doubtless there are 500 in existence. We
bave at this ume eleven Ageats in the ficld, all good men
and true, and all fast gaining converts.
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And yet the abolitionists are a handful! The one so-
ciety in 14 years and 16 days having 160 auxiliaries; the
other in two years and three months, having without the
support of state legislatures or of ecclesiastical tribunals,
not fewer than £800; and yet the abulitionists are a hand-
ful. He (Mr. T.) held in his hand a list of delegates to
the New England Convention which was held in the Ciry
of Boston on the 23th of May, 1835. In that list he
found 281 gentlemen, who, at their own expense, had come
from all parts of New England, to attend that convention.
On the 27th May, it was stated that the Massachusetts So-
ciety was in want of funds, and a committee was appoint-
ed o collect subscriptions.  Thut committee in lers than
an hour obtained 1800 dollars, und on the following da
4,000 dollare, for the American Society. In New Yor
at the anniversary there had been collected 14,600 dollars
—and yel the abolitionists were a haudful. The Awmeri-
can Society at its Anniversary, had collected a larger cum
thag was collected by all the other societies together dur-
ing the week set apart for the purpose; and in Buston
6000 dollars had been collected in two days; whilst in
two months a friend of Mr. B’s. viz. Mr. Gurley, had only
been able to collect in the same city about 600 dollars for
the Colonization Society. By their fruits ye shall know
them; do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles %
You may send 1o New England any foreigner you please—
but he must show his cause to be sound and pracsicable be-
fore he can draw a dollar or a cent from a New England-
er, who gets his bread by early rising and laborious atten-
tion to business—yet 6000 dollars were collected in two
days. But the abolitionists are a mere handtul! Yes—
they may be a handful, but they are most precious and mul-
tiplying seed. Mr. B. said that many of the slave owners
were doing all they could for the emancipation of the
slaves; whether they were doing any thing or nothing, we
find New Englanders had endeavored to retrieve the hon-
or of their country, by a substription for Emancipation of
6000 dollars in two days—and yet it was said, they were
anodious handful 2 When he saw the Colonization So-
ciety like a Juggernaut, endeavoring to crush the budies
and spirits of colored men and colored women, he would
league himself with the despised and - odious bandful,’ and
labor with them, and for them, till by the blessing of God,
on their exertions, the slaves were elevated to the condi-
tion and dignity of intelligent and intellectual beings. Mr.
T. would give another prool’ that the abolitionista were a
handful of most odious creatures. He would refer to the
New York Convention. Mr. B. knows well that the pro-
slavery prints pointed forward to the New York Conven-
tion in October last, as hikely to be a scene of blood. Not
rendered so by the abolitionists, for they were men of

uce, but by the fury of their opponents. Notwithstand-
ing, there were 600 delegates assembled in Utica, at 9
o’clock, on the first day ; and when they were driven from
that city by a moh, headed by the Hon. Mr. Beardsley,
a member of Congress, and by the Hon. Mr. Haydom,
Judge of the county—nnd the greater part of them went
to Peterboro’, these 600 were joined by other 400, mak-
ing 1000 delcgates, for one state—and yet they were a
mere handful.” He would next refer to the Bhode Island
Convention, at which, though held in the smallest state in
the Union; in the depth of winter; and at a time when
many of the roads were impassable through a heavy fall of
show, 400 delegates attended, and 2000 dollars were ¢ol-
lected—but yet the abolitionists were a mere handful!
Gerrit Smith had said that there was an accession to the
Anti-Slavery Societies, in the state of New York alone,
of 500 weekly, among whom he says there is not known
one intemperate or profane person ;—3500 weekly added to
one State Society—yet they are a mere handful? If they
go on increasing at this rate in New York, Ohio, Peun-
sylvania, and throughout New England, they will not long
be a swall handful. Besides many of those who were
formerly on the side of colonization, have now come over
to the runks of the abolitionists. Where are now the
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Smiths, and Birneys, and Jays, and Coxes, that once were
the e!rquent and munificent advocates and patrons of the
Colonization Society? ‘They are now, with all their souls
and energies, on the side of immediate abolition. Nor
these alone. He might—he ought to name such men as
President Green, and Professors Wri{\t, Bush, Follen,
Smyth and Gregg. He ought to speak of a Leavitt in
New York, a Kirk in Albany, a Beman in Troy, a Weld
in Ohio, n Garrison in New England; and of a Mrs.
Child, a Mrs. Chapman, a John G. Whitticr, a May, a
Dickenson, a Phelps, a Goodell, a Bourne, a Lundy, a
Loring, a Sewall, and a host of others. All these men
esteemed it their joy and honor to be amongst the most
odious of the contemptible handful referred to. These
were men of mind, of piety, of influeuce, of energy; men
not to be deterred from doing their duty by the harsh music
of the birds of ill omen from the Upas Tree of Slavery,
who sent forth their croakings, by night and by day, to
scare the nation from its indispensable work of Justice and
Truth—and yet these men are odious and contemptible !
Your agent too is contemptible—he was the agent of the
< goadies ’ of Glasgow—and—his fair auditors could scarce-
ly believe what epithets were lavishly bestowed on him and
them—yet their ngent, contemptible as he was, was per-
haps the only Englishman who had ever been honored as
he had beenby the President of the United States of Ame-
rica. He who was so contemptible in the eyes of the
Americuns—who was a most iy , an ble,
and worthless animal—who was the representative of the
¢ goodies > and superannuated maids and matrons of Glas-
gow—was honored by a notice and a rebuke in the mes-
sage to Congress of l{le President of the United States!
This looked much like being insignificant and pti-
ble! He did not seek 2he honor which had been thus con-
ferred upon him—it came upon him unaware, but he had
not therefore refused it. It was an honor to be persecuted
in the United States with the abolitionists of 1836. And
when their children, and their children’s children, looked
back upon these persecutions, they would exuit and be
proud to say they were the sons, the grandsons, or the
great grandsons of the Coxes, the Jaya, the Garrisons, the
Tappans, and the Thompsons of England and America.
After alluding to the treatment he had experienced from
the New Yot!f( Courier and Enquirer, Mr. T, said—let us
bear these honors meekly—when calumniated for truth’s
sake, let us he humble, while we are joyful. One word
more as to the odious handful. Seven eighths of the Me-

thodist Episcopal Ministers in the . New Hampshire Con-.

ference, and seven-eighths of the New Eungland Conference
were Abolitionists. The Students of the Colleges and In-
stitutions, demical and theological, of the country,
known by the names of Lane Seminary, Oberlin Institute,
Western Reserve College, Oneida Institute, Waterville
College, Brunswick College, Amherst College, and the
Sceminaries of Andover, were many of them in some, and
all of them in others, Abolitionists; and yet, when all
these Societies, and Ministers, and men of learning, and
Students were put together, they were, in their aggregate
capacity, but an odious and most contemnptible handful !
He would new proceed to speak of the Maryland scheme
—a schemne of obvious wickedness. When Mr. B. came
to Boston to advocate that rcheme, he says a placard was
Eublished, calling on the rabble to mob him. ‘This placard

e attributea to Mr. Garrison and the aboiitionists, as he
says it was of the sane size and appearance, as the type
and columns of the Liberator newspaper, and that there-
fore Mr. Garrison was the publisher. This he (Mr. T.)
most pointedly, and distinctly, and solemnly denied, and
chalienged Mr. B. to the proof. Did Mr. B. show the
placard ? No. Did he demonatrate its identity with Mr.
Garrison’s paper 7 No." He had not done so. To make
Mr. Garrison the amther or publisher of such a placard,
was to publish bim a coward and a villain, for he who
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the fury of a mob, was a moral mouster, a coward, and a
villain. He called on Mr. B. by his regard for truth and
justice, und his reputation as a minister of Christ, to ad-
duce the proofs necessary to sustain so grave an accusa-
tion, and he (Mr. T.) pledged himself to cast off the dear-
est friend he had, if a crime 80 base could be fixed on him.
To return to the Maryland scheme. In the month of July
or August, 1831, Boston was visited by his respected oppo-
nent, iis brother Dr. J. Breckinridge, und anagent of the
Maryland Colonization Society, and a meeting wns con-
vened to enable those gentlenen to ret forth and recom-
mend the scheme of that Society, in uid of which the
legilature of Maryland bad made an appropriation of
200,000 dollars. He (Mr. T.) was fully prepared to ehow
that the object of the society was to get rid of the free
colored population, and that according to their design the

state legislature had, in immediate connection with the '

grant of money, passed most rigorous and cruel laws.
The Colonization Society was the et cast for the colored
people—the laws of the state were the means devised to
drive the devoted victims into its meshes. This was call-
ed helping thein out of the country with their free con-
sent. He (Mr. T'.) would bring forward abundant proofs
when he next addressed them—he would then read the
laws_which he could not how produce for want of time.
Mr. Breckinridge might or might not notice these general
charges against the Maryland scheme; but he (Mr. I.)
would hereafter fully support them, and show too that the
National Colonization Society was equally culpable, hav-
ing at its ensuing annual meeting fully approved of the
plan, and recommended it as a bright example to the imi-
tation of other states.

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE then rose. He ha last night ,

understood Mr. Thompsou to eay, that this evening he
would take up and expose the Colonization scheme. It
was possible that he had been wrong in this; but such
was certainly the impression made upon his mind. In-
stead of adopting sucrl a course, however, Mr. Thompson
had treated them to a second edition of his last night’s
speech, the only difference being that the one they bhad
just heard was more elaborate. If they were to be call-
ed on to hear all Mr. Thompson’s specches twice, it would
be a considerable time before they finished the di i

He congratulated Mr. Th on his
being, in some respects, an improvement on his first. It
was certainly better arranged. In the observatious he
was now about to make, he would follow the course of
the argument exhibited in Mr. Thompson's two s| ;
but he, at the same time, wished it to be understood that
he would not be cast out of the line of discussion every
night in the same manner. As to wbat had been said
about ¢ the handful,’ e did not think it nccessary to say
much. He would simply remind Mr. T. that however
great or however small ¢ the handful> might be, one per-
vading evil might pollute it all. A dead fly could cause
the ointment of the apothecary to stink. But to come to
the point. Mr. Thompson had said that the question was
national as it respected America, because slaveholding
states had been admitted into the confederacy. The sim-
ple fact of these States having been admitted members of

'

d. edition,

the Union, was, in Mr. Thompson’s estimation, proof suf- .

ficient, not only that slavery was chargeable on the whole
nation, but that there had been a positive predilection
among the American people in (avor of slavery. Inclear-
ing up this point, a little chronological knowledge would
help us.  He would therefore call the atiention of the uu-
dience to the real state of matters when the confederacy
was cstablished. At that period, Massachusetts was the
only State in which slavery had heen abolished ; and even
in Massachusetts, its formal abolition was not effected till
some time after. For in that State it came to an end in
conseq of acl inserted in the Constitution itself
—tant t to the one in our declaration of indepen-

could point out any man, etill more a christian Ty to
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dence, that freedom is a natural and inalienable right.
Successive judicial decisions, upon this clause, without
any special legislation, had abolished stawvery there; so that
the exact period of its actual termination is not easily de-
ineable. ‘This recalls another point on which Mr. Thowp-
son would have been the better of possessing a little chron-
ological inforination, He had repeatedly stated that the
American Constitution was founded on the principle that all
men were created frce and equal.  Now this was not so.
The principle was, no doubt, a just one; it was usserted
most fully by the Continental Congress of 1776, and might
be said to form the basis of our Declaration of Indepen-
dence.  But it was not contained in the American Con-
stitution, which was formed 12 years afterwards. ‘That
Constitution was formed in accordance with the circume
stances in which the diffcrent States were placed. Its
chiel” object was to guard against external injury, and reg-
ulate external affairs; it interfered as little as possible
with the internal regulations of each State. The Ameri-
can was a Federative systein of Government; twenty-four
distinct Republics were united for certain purposes, and
for these alune.  So far was the national Governinent from
possessing unlimited powers, that the constitution itself
was but a very partial grant of those, which, in their om-
nipotence, resided, according to our theory, only in the
people themselves in their primary assemblics. It had
been specially agreed in the constitution itself, that the
powers aot delegated should be as expressly reserved, as
if excepted by name; and, wmongst the chief subjects, ex-
clusively interior, and not delegated, and so reserved, is
Stavery. Had this not been the case, the confederacy
could have been formed. It had been said that the Amer-
ican constitution had not only tolerated slavery, but that it
had actually guaranteed the slave trade for twenty years.
Nothing could be more uncandid than this statement.
Never had facts been move perverted.  Oue of the causes
of the American revolution, had been the refusal of the
British King to sanction certain arrangements on which
some of the states wished to enter, for the abolition of the
slave trade. At the formation of the Federal constitation,
while slavery was excluded from the control of Congress,
as a purely state affair, the slave trade was deemed a fit
sabyect, by the majority for the executors of national pow-
er, us being an exterior affair.  And at a period prior to
the very commencement of that great plan of individual
effort, guided by Wilberforce an(f Clarkson, in Britain;
and which required twenty years to rouse the conscience
of this nation—our distant, an . now traduced fathers, had
already made up their minds, that this horrid traflic, which
they fouad not only existing, but encouraged by the whole
power of the King, should be abolished. It was granted,
perhaps, too readily to the claims of those who thought, (as
nearly the whole world thought) that tweoty years should
be the limit of the trade; and at the en:d of that period,
it was instantly prohibited, ns n matter of course, and by
unanimous consent, How unjust, then, was it to charge on
Aumncrica as a crime, what was one of the brightest virtues
in her escutchion. Mr. ‘Ihompeon had next usserted, that
elavery of the most horribls description existed in the cap-
ital of' America, nad in the surrounding district, subject
to the exclusive jurisdictionof Congress. He (Mr. Breck-
inridge) did not hesitate to deny this. It was not true.
Slavery did exist there; but it was not of the horrible
character which bad been represente:l. Tt was well known
that the slavery existing in the United States was the
millest to be seen in any country under Heaven. Nothing
but the wost protonn] ignorance could lead any one to as-
gert the contvary.  Mr."T'hompson had a colleague in his
recent exhibntions in London, who seemed to have taken
interluddes inall Mr. 'I'.’s specchea.  In one of these, that
colleagiie had saii, he knew of his own knowledge a ease,
in which 2 man had given 500 dollars for a slave in order
to burn him alive! My, Thompson no doubt Knew, that
even on the supposition that such n monster was to Le
found, be was liable jn every part of the United States, to
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be hanged as any other murderer. Slavery was bad
enough anywhere; but to say that it was more unmitiga-
ted in America than in the West Indies, where emigra-
tion had always been nccessary to keep up the numbers,
while in America the sluve population increased faster than
any part of the human race, was a gross exaggeration, or
a proof of the profoundest ignorance. To say that the
slavery of the Distict of Columbia was the most horrid
that ever existed, when it, along with the whole of the
slavery on that continent, was so hedged about by human
laws, that is, every one of the states’ cruelty to the slave
was punislied as an offence against the state; the killing
of a slave was punished everywhere with death; while in
allages, und nearly in all countries where slavery has ex-
isted besides, the master was not only the exclusive judge
of the treatment of his slave, but the absolute disposer of
his life, which he coulil take away at will; these state-
ments can proceed only from unpardonable ignorance, or
a purpose to mislend.  As to the abolition of slavery in the
District of Columbia, there might at first sight appear to
be some grounds of accusation; but yet, when the subject
was considered in all its bearings, so many pregnant, if not

ve 1 d Ives inst interfer-
ence, that though much attention had been bestowed upon
it (or many years, the result had bheen that nothing was
done. It was to be recollected that the whole District of
Columbia was only ten miles square; and that it was sur-
rountled by states in which slavery was still legalized. It
was thus clear that though slavery were abolished in Co-
lumbia, not an individual of the 6000 slaves now within
its bounis, would necessarily be relieved of his fetters.

e, r

Were an abolition bill to pass the House of Representa-

tives to-day, the whole 6000 could be removed to a neigh-
boring slave state before it could be taken up in the Sen-
ate to-morrow. It was, therefore, worse than idle to say
so much on what could never be n practical question.
Again; the District of Columbia had been ceded to the
general government by Maryland and Virginia, both slave-
holding states, (or national purposes; but this never would
have been done had it been contemplated that Congress
would abolish slavery within its bounds, and thus establish
a nucleus of anti-slavery agitation in the heart of their ter-
ritory. ‘I'he exercise of such a power, therefore, on the
part of Congress could be viewed in no other light than as
u gross fraud on those two states. It should never be for-

otten that slavery can be abolished in any part of Amer-
icn only by the persuasive power of truth voluntarily sub-
mitted to the slaveholders themsetves, And though much

is said in that conntry, and etill more here, about the’

criminality of the northern states in not declaring that they
would not aid in the suppression of a eervile war, such de~
clamation is worse than idle. But there is a frightful
meaning in this ed abuse | d by Mr. Thomp-
son on the people of the fice states, for their expressions of
devotion to the Union and the Coustitution, and their de-
termination to aid, if necessary, in suppressing by force —
all force used by, or on behalf of, the slaves. Is it then
true that Mr. Thompson and his American friends did con-
template a servile war 7 1f not, why denounce the north
for saying it should be suppressed? Were the people of
America right when they charged him and his co-workers
with stirring up insurrection 1 If not, wh{ lavish every
epithet of contempt and abhurrence upon those who have
declared their readiness to put a stop to the indiscrimi-
nate slaughter and pillage of a region as large as western
Europe t Such speeches as that I have this night hearc
o far to warrant all that has ever been said against thi
individunl in America, and to excuse those who consider
ed him a general disturber of their peace, and were dis
posed to proceed against him m:cording!{l. It was how
ever the opinion of many that Congress had no power tc
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia. Mr. B. saic
his opinion was different; yet it must be admitted tha:
the obstacles to the cxercise of this power were of tl
woet serious kind, and such as, to a candid mind, woul
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free those who hesitated, from the charge of being pro-
slavery men. Perhaps the great reason against the exer-
cise of that power, even if its existence in Congress were
clear, was that it would inevitably produce a dissolution of
the Union. When he spoke of the free atates bringing
about the abolition of slavery in the eouth, he was to be
understood as meaning that these states, in accordance
with what had been 80 often hinted at, should march to
the south with arms in their hands, and declare the slaves
free. Now, even supposing that the people of the north
had no regard for the peace of their country—that they
were perfectly indifferent to the glory, the power, and the
bappiness resuling from the Federal Union—was it cer-
tain, that by adopting such a courze, they would really
advance the welfare of the slave? Every candid man
would at once see that the. condition of the slave popula-
tion would be made more hopeless than ever by it. The
fourth proof brought forward by Mr. Thompson, in sup-
port of his proposition that America was chargeable in a
national point of view with the guilt of slavery, was the
fact that the different states were bound to vestore all run-
away slaves. But this was a regulation which -applied to
the case of all servants who leave their inasters in an im-
proper manner. Apprentices, children, even wives, if it
might be suppused that a wife would ever leave her hus-
band, were to be restoved as well as the slaves. Were
this not provided, the different states would form to each
other the wost horrible neighborhood that coula be imag-
med. No state is expected to say that any man is of
right, or should be ¢ held to service’ of any kind, in an-
other state; for such are the words of the constitution.
But the purely internal arrangements of each state, must
necessarily be respected by all the others; or eternal bor-
der wars must be the resuit. In the re-delivery of a run-
away slave, or apprentice, therefore, the court of the one
state is only required to say what are the laws, and the fact
of the other state from which the claimant comes, and to
decide accordingly. And when Mr. T says that this pro-
ceeding is not unf‘;' contrary to the spirit of the gospel, but
to the express command of God under the Jewish dispen-
sation, I need only defend the practice, by questioning his
biblical capacities, and referring for explanation to his
second printed speech before the Glasgow Emancipation
Society. In that, he states a fictitious case as regards
Ireland——resembling remarkably the case recorded in Holy
wri, of Egypt under the goverument of Joseph; and while
all men have thought that Joseph came from God, and was
pecuharly approved of him—DMr. 'T'. bas represented, that
he who should do io Ireland, very much what Joseph did
in Egynt, conld be considered as coming only ¢ from Ame-
rica, or from the bottomless pit !t  As long as the Holy
Ghost gives men reazan to consider certain principles right,
they may be well content to abide under the wrath of Mr.
Thompson. Mr. Thompson said, in the fitth place, that
slavery was a national crime, becnuse the stales were all
bound to assist each other, in suppresszing internal insur-
rection. To this he will anawer, that as it regarded the
duty of the nation to the several states, there were two,
nnd but two great guaraatees, namely, the preservation of
internal peace, and the upholding of republican institu-
tions : tranquility and republicanism., Carolina was ns
mauch bound to assist Rhode Island as Rhodo lalund was
to assist Carolina. All were mutually bound to each otli-
er; and if things went on as of late, the south were us
likely to be called on to suppress mobs ut the north, as the
north to suppress insurrection at the south. It was next
advanced by Mr. T. that the people of the North were
taxed for the support of slavery. Now the fact was, that
America presented the extraordinary spectacle of a nation
free of taxes altogether; free of debt, with an overdow-
Ing traasury, with so wuch money indeed that they did
not well know what to do with it. It was almost need-

less to explain that the American revenue wag at present,.

and bad been for many years past, derived solely from the
sale of public lands, und froin the customs or duties levied
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on imported articles of various kinds. The payment of
thece duties was entirely a voluntary tax, us in order to
uvoid it, it was only necessary to refrain from the use of
the articles on which they were imposed. As for Mr.
T.’s urgument about the standing army employed in keep-
ing down the slaves, its value might be judged from the
fact that, though even accordiog to Mr.1.’s own shov{vo
ing, the slave population amounted to two and a half mil-
lions, the ariny was composed of only 6000 men, scattered
along three frontiere extending 2000 miles each. Through-
vut the whole slaveholding states there were not probably
1500 soldiers. The charge was, in fact, complete hum-
bug, founded just upon nothing at all. Mr. Thompson’s
seventh cnarge was, that Congress refused to suppress the
internal slave trade. This was easily answered. There
was in America not one individual among 500 who be-
lieved that Congress had the power to do so. And al-
though he (Mr. B.) believed that Congress had power to
prevent the migration of slaves from state to state, as
fully as they had to prevent the impertation of them into
the states from foreigu countries; and that the exercise of
this power would prevent, in a great degree, the trade in
slaves from state to state, yet very few concurred with him
even in this modibed view of the case. And it must be
admitted that the exercise of such a power, if it really
exists, would be attended with such results of unmixed
evil at this time, that no one whatever would deem it prop-
£r to attempt, or possible to enforce its exercise. ~ It was
next said thut as Missouri, a slaveholding state, had been
admitted into the Union afier the full consideration of the
subject by Congress, therefore the nation had become
identified with slavery and r ible for its exist , at
least in Missouri. But on the supposition that, hefore re-
ceiving Missouri as a member of the confederacy, it had
been demanded of her that she should abolish slavery;
and supposing Missouri had acceded to the terms propos-
ed, that she hiad really given her slaves freedom, and been
added to the Federal Union inconsequence: suppose Mis-
souri had done all this; what was there to prevent her
~from re-establishing slavery as soon.as the end she sought
was gained. No power was possessed by the other states
in the matter, and all that could have been said was, that
Missouri had acted with bad faith—that she had Lbroken a
condition precedent—that she had given just cause of war.
According to the mosat latitudinarian notions, this was the
extent of the remedy in the hands of Congress. But Mr.
‘Thompson, being a holder of peace principles—if we may
judge by his published speeches—umuist admit it to be us
really a sin to Kill, as to enslave men; so that, in his own
showing, this argument amounts to nothing. But when it
is considered that every state in the Awerican Union has
the recognised right to alier its constitution, when and
how it iay think fit, saving only that it be Republican;
it is wnost manilest that Congress and the other states
have, und could have in no case, any more power or right
to prevent Missouri’s continuing, or creating slavery, than
they had to prevent Massachusetts from abolishing it.
But, if we were to stand upon the mere rights of war, he
(Mr. B ) did vot know but that Awmerica had just cause
of war against Britam, according to the received notions
on that subject, in the speeches delivered by Mr. ‘Thomp-
son under the connivance of the authorities here.
ciuses of war were very different in the opinions of men
and in the eye of Gud. It Mr. Thompson was right in
conlemng America for the guilt of Missouri, theu they
should go to war at unce and settle the question. But, if
they were not ready for that conclusion, they could do
nuthing.  In the editicn of Mrs"Thompson’s speech which
had been delivercd on the preceding evening, an argu-
ment had been adduced which was owitted in the present.
The argument to which he referred, was concerning the
right of the slaves to be represented. A slight considera-
tion of the subject might have shown that the whole pow-
er aver the subject of citizenship in each state, was exclu-
sive uf the state itvelf, and was differently regulated in

Butthe ’




’ Second Night—Tuesday—Mr. Thompson.

different states. In some, the elective franchise was given
to all who had attained the age of twenty one. In some,
it was made to depend on the p ion of personal prop-
erty; and in othera, of real property. That in the aouth-
ern states the power of voting should be given to the mas-
ters and not to the slaves, was not calculited to excite
surprise in Britain, where such a large proportion of the
population, and that in a number of instances composed of
men of high intelligence, were not entitled 1o the elective
franchise. The origin of this arrangement, like many
others, involved in our social system was a compromise of
apparently conflicting interests in the states which were
engaged in forming the federal constitution. The identity
of taxation and representation, was the gran:d idea on
which the nation went into the war of independence.
When it was agreed that all white citizens, and three-
!'uurthc of all other persons, as the constitution expresses
it, should be represented, it followed, of course, that they
should be subject to taxation. Or, if it were first agreed
that the{:hould be taxed,—it followed as certainly they
should represented. Who should actually caat the
votes, was of necessity left to be determined by the States
themselves, and as has heen snid was variously determin-
ed; many permitting free negroes, indians and mulattos,
who are all embraced as well as slaves, to vote—That
three fifths instead of any other part, or the whole should
be agreed on was no doubt the result of reasons which ap-
peared conclusive to the wise and benevolent men who
made the constitution; but I am not able to tell what they
were. I't nust, however, be very clear, that to accuse my
country in one breath, for treating the negroes, bond and
free, as if they were not human beings at all,—and to ac-
cuse her in the next of fostering and encouraging slavery,
for allowing so farge a proportion of the blacks to be a
part of the basis of national representation in all the
states, and then in the third, because the whole are not eo
treated, to be more ahusive than ever—is merely to show
plainly, how earnestly an ocrasion is sought to traduce
America, and how hard it is to find one. He came now
to the 1ast charge. He himself, it seems, had admitted on
former occasions that slavery was a national evil. He
certainly did believe that the people of America, whether
anti-slavery or pro-slavery, would be happier and bhetter,
in conscience and feelings, were slavery abolished. He
believed that every interest would be benefitted by such an
event, whether political, moral, or social. The existence
of slavery was one of the greatest evils of the world, but
it was not the crime of all the world. Though, therefore,
he considered slavery a national evil, it waa not to be in-
ferred tbat he viewed it as a national crime. The cogen-
cy of such an argument was equal to the candor of the ci-
tation on which it was founded. He would now come to
matters rather more personal. In enumerating the great
bers of anti-slavery sorieties in America, Mr. Thom|
eon had paraded one as formed in Kentucky, for the whole
state. Now, he would venture to say that there were not
ten persons in that whole state, holding anti-slavery prin-
ciples, in the Garrison sense of the word. If this was to
be judged a fair specimen of the hundreds of societies
of by Mr. Thompson, there would turn out but a
beggarly account of them. He found also the name of
Groton, Massachusetts, as the location of one of the So-
cieties in the boasted list. He had once preached, and
spoken on the subject of slavery, in that sweet little vil-
iage, and been struck with the scene of peace and happi-
uess which it presented. He afterwards met the clergy-
man of that village in the City of Baltimore, and asked
him what had caused him to leave the field of his labors.
The clergyman answered that the anti-slavery people had
invaded his peaceful village, and tnnsformerx it into such
a scene of strife that he preferred to leave 1t. And so it
was. The pestilence, which, like a storm of fire and
brimstone from hell, always followed the track of aboli-

tionism, had overtaken many a peaceful village, and driv-
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en its pastor to seek elsewhere a field not yet blasted by it.
He would conclude by remarking, that Mr. Thompson,
and he (Mr. B.) were now speaking, as it were, in the
face of two worlds, for western Furope was the world to
America. And it was for England to know—that the
opinion of America—that America which already contain
ed a larger reading population than the whole of Britain
— was ar imporiant to her, as her’s eonld be to us. What
he had said of Mr. Garrison and of Mr. Wright, he had
said; and he was ready to answer for it in the face of God
and man.  But he had something else to do, he thanked
Gad, than to go about the conntry ecarryving placards,
rveady to be produced on alt ocensions.  Nor where he was
known, was such a course needful, to establish what he
said. When those gentlemen should make their appear-
ance, in defence or explanation of what he had said, he
woulld he the better able to judge,—whether it would be
proper for him to take any notice—and if any, what—of
the defence for which Mr. Thompeon had so frankly pledg-
ed himself. In the meantime, he would suy to that gen-
tleman himself, that his attempts at brow-beating were lost
upon him.

Mgr. THOMPSON said he should commence with the
end of his apponent’s speech, and notice what that gen-
tleman had said in regard to the charges brought by him
against Williann Llovd Garrison and Elizur Wright. It
appeared as if Mr. Breckinridge expected that, because in
his own country his character for veracity stood high,
that therefore, he was entitled, if he chose, to enter an as-
sembly of twelve hundred persons in Great Britain, and
utter the gravest charges against certain individuals 8,
miles away, and when called upon, as he had been, for
proof, that e had nothing to do but turn round and say,
¢ Why, I am not bound to furnish proof; let the parties
accused demonstrate their innocence.” This was American
justice with a vengeance. This might be Kentucky law,
or Lynch law, but could hardly be called justice by any
assembly of honest and impartial persons. Such justice
might snit the neighborhood of Vicksburg, but it would
not recommend iteelf to a Scotish audicnce. He (Mr.
T.) would not undertake at this time the task of justify-
ing the men who had been calumniated. He knew thess
gentlemen, and had no doubt that when they heard of the
charges preferred against them i this country, they would
be able and ready to clear themselves before the world.
He would not say that Mr. Breckinridge did not himself
believe the allegations to be true, but he would say that
had that gentleman possessed a knowledge of the true
character of those he had spoken against—had he known
them ns he (Mr. T.) knew them, he wonld have held them
incapable of the dark deeda nlleged against them. With
regard to Mr: B.’s remarksupon the number of the slave
population, the amount of the troops in the United States,
and the existence of slavery in the District of Columbia,
he must say that they were nothing but special pleadings;
that the wiole was a complete specimen of what the law-
yers termed pettyfogging. He (Mr. T.) was not prepared
to hear a minister say that because only 1500 troops out
of 6000 were found in the southern states, that, therefore,
the nation was not imp'icated—that because, if the slave-
ry of the District was abolished, there would be no fewer
slaves in the country—that, therefure, the seat of governe
ment shoull not be “cleansed from ite abomination. He
would remind his opponent that they were discussing 8
question of principle, and that the Scriptures had declar-
ed that he who was unjust in the least, was unjust nleo in
thegreatest. Mr. Breckinridge had still cautiously avoid-
ed naming the parties in the United States who were re-
sponzible for the sin of slavery. They were told that
neither New Hampshire nor Massachusetts, nor an: other
of the northern states were to blame; that the Govern-
ment was not to blame, nor, had it evan yet been'said, tb:}
the Southern states were to blame. Still the aggregate
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guilt belonged some where; and if the parties to' whom
reference had been made were to he exculpated, at whose
door, he would ask, were the sin and shame of the system
to be laid. The gentleman with whom he was debating
had repeatedly told him (Mr. T.) that he did not under-
stand ¢ the system.” He frankly confessed that he did not.
"It was a mystery of iniquity which he could not pretend to
fathom ; but he thought he might add that the Americans
themselves, at least the Colonizationists, did not seem to
understand it very well either, for they had been operating
for a very long time, without eflecting any fuvorable
change in the system. A word with regard to the repre-
sentation of slaves in Congress. Mr. B. had =poken as if
he had intended to have it understood, that the slaves were
themselves benefitted by that representation—that it was a
partial representation of the slave population by persons
in their interest. , How stood the fact? The slaves were
not at all represented as men, but as things. They swell-
ed, it was true, the number of inembers upon the floor of
Congress, but that extra number only helped to rivet their
bonds tightly upon them, being as they were, in the inter-
est of the tyrant, and themselves slaveholders, and not in
the interest of thesluves. What said John Quincy Adams
in his celebrated report on the Tariff :—

‘The representation of “the slave population in this
House bhas, from the establishment of the Constitution of
the United States, amounted to rather more than one-tenth
of the whole number. In the present Congress (1833,) it
is equivalent o twenty-two votes ; in the next Congress
it will amount to twenty-five. 'T'his is a combined and
concentrated power, always operaling to the support and
exclusive favor of the slaveholding interest.’

Here was a mighty engine in the cause of ‘oppression.
It was a wicked misrepresentation to say that the slaves
were benefitted by such an arrangement. ~ Instead of being
a lever in their hande to aid them in the overthrow of the
systen which was crushing them, it wasa vast addition of
strength to the ranks of their tyrants, who went to Con-
gress to cry down discussion, to cry up Lynch Law, and
shout Hail Columbia. Mr. Thompson then proceeded to
give some account of the Maryland Colonization scheme.

The first movement on the gubject was in March, 1831,
when Mr. Brawner submitted the following resolution to
the Maryland Legielature, which were by that assembly
adopted. He begged particular attention” both to the let
ter and spirit of this document, exhibiting as it did, the
feelings of ¢ the good people of the state’ towards the col-
ored population:—

Resolved, That the increased proportion of the free
people of color in this state, to the white population, the
evils growing out of their connection and unrestrained as-
sociation with the slaves, their habits and manner of ob-
tnininF a subsistence, and their withdrawing a large por-
tion of employment from the laboring class of the white
population, are subjects of momentous and grave consid-
eration to the good people of this state.

Resolved, That as philanthropists and lovers of free-
dom, we deplore the existence of slavery amongst us, and
would use our utmost exertions to ameliorate ils condi-
tion, yet we consider the unrestrained power of manu-
wnission as fraught with ultimate evils of a more danger-
ous tendency than the circumstance of slavery alone, and
that any act, having for its okject the mitigation of these
joint evils, not inconsistent with other paramount consid-
erations, weuld be worthy the attention and deliberation
of the representatives of a free, liberal-minded and en-
lightened people.

Resolved, ’?‘Imt we consider the colonization of frea
people of color in Africa as the commencement of a BYyS-
tem, by which, if judicious encouragement be afforded,
these evils may be measurably diminished, so that in pro-
cess of time, !he relative proportion of the black to the
white population, will hardly be matter for serious and
unpleasant consideration.
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Ordered, therefore, That a committee of five members
be appointed by the Chair, with instructions to report a
bill, hased as nearly as may be, upon the principles con-
tained in the foregoinz resolutions, and report the same 1o
the cousideration of this house.

Such was the first movement on the subject. At the
next session of the legislature, Mr. Brawner presented the
reportof the Comittee, some of the extraets from which
he (Mr. T.) would read :—

The commiltee to whom was referred the several me-
morials from numerous citizens of this state, upon the
subject of the colored population, Report,—

That the views presented by the memorialists are va-
rious, and the recommandations contained in some of the
memorials are eutirely repugnant to those contained in

others. ‘The subjects, however, upon which legislative
;clmn is required, may be embraced under a few general
eads :

First, 'That a law be passed prohihiting the future
emancipation of the slaves, unless provision be made for
their removal from the state. :

Secondly, That a som of money adequate for the at-
tainment of the ohjeet, be raised and appropriated for the
further romoval of those already free. )

Thirdly, That a system of police be established, regu-
lating the future.conduct and morals of this class of our
population,

And, Fourthly, There are several memorials fram dif-
ferent parts of our state, signed by a numerous and high-

Y respectahle portion of our citizens, recommending the
entire abolition of slavery in the state.

On the 14th of March, 1832, the State Legislature of
Marylanfi appropriated for the nee of the State Coloniza-
tion Saciety the sum of 200,000 dollars, payable in sums
of 20,000 do"ars.per annum for ten vears. Having made
the grant, the legislature next proceeded to pass acts to
obtain the consent of the colored ponulation to quit the
state and country, and emigrate to Africa. He (Mr. T.)
claimed special attention to some short extracts from those
laws. They would reveal more powerfully than any lan-
guage of his, the benevolent or rather atrociously “cruel
designs of the ¢ gond people’ of the State. He shomld
quote first from ¢ An Act relating to Free Negroes and
Slaves,’ passed within a few days of the grant, and part
and parcel of the same benevolent scheme i

Section 1. Re it enacted by the General Assemhly of
Maryland. That after the passage of this aet, no free ne-
gro or mulatto shall emigrate to. or settle in this State 5
and no free negra or mulatio belonging to any other State,
district or territory. shall come into this State. and there-
inremain for the space of ten suceessive days, whether
such free negro or mutatin intends settling in this State or
not, under the penalty of ifly dollars for each and every

~ week, such persons coming into, shall thereafier remain
in this State ; the one half 1o the informer and the other
half 10 the Sheriff for the use of the county, %  »
and any free negro or mulatio refusing or neglecting to
pay said fine or fines, shall he committed 1o the jail of
the countv 3 and shall be sold by the Sheriff at publie sale,
for such time as may be necessary to cover the aforesaid
penalty, fitst giving ten days previous notice of such sale.

Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That no person in this State,
shall hereafier hire, emplay, or harhor-anv free negro or
mulatte wha shall emigrate or settle in this State, afler
the first day of June next, or auy free negro or mulatte
who shall come into this State from any other Siate, dis-
trict or territory, and continue iu this State for the space
of ten suceessive days as ahove, under the penalty of
twenty dollars for every day afier the expiration of four
days, any such free nezro or molatto * * *
shall be so employed, hired or harbored, and all fines ae-
cruing under thisact _* * * hd * *
one half thereof te be applied to the informer, and the
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other half to the use-of the connty; and if any negro or
mulatto shall remove from this State and remain without

- the limits thereof for a space longer than thirty conseca-
tive days, unless before leaving the State he deposits with
the clerk of the county in which he resides, a written
statement of his ohject in so doing, and his intention of re-
turning again, or unless he shall have been detained by
sickness or coersion, of which he shall bring a certificate,
he shall be regarded as a resident of another State, and
be subject, if he return, to the penalties imposed by the
foreguing provisions upon free negroes and mulattos of
another State, migrating to this State: Provided, that
nothing contained in this act shall prevent any free negro
or mulatto from visiting Liberia, and returning to the
State whenever he may choose 10 do so.

Sec. 4. And be it enacted, That it shall not be lawful
from and afier the first of June next, to import or bring
inte this State by land or water, any negro, mulatio or
other slave for sale, or te reside within this State: * *
and any person or persens so offending, shall farfeit for
every such offence, any negro, mulatto or other slave
brought inta this State contrary to this act, and such ne-
gro, mulalto or other slave, shall be entitled to freedom
upon condition that he consent to be sent to Liberia, or to
leave the State forthwith, etherwise such negro or mnlat-
to or other slave, shall be seized and taken and confined
in jail by the sheriff of the county where the offenee is
committed, which sheriff shall receive ten dollars for eve-
ry negro, mulatta, or other slave so brought into this State
and for&eiled as.aforesaig, and seized and taken by him.

» * »

Moreover, said sheriff shall receive five dollars for such ne-
gro, mulalto or other slave actually confined by him in
Jail, and the usual prison fee as now allowed by law, and
any person or persons so offending under this aect, shall
- be punished by indiciment in the county court of the coun-
"ty where the offence shall be committed, and upon con-

vietion thereof, the said court shall, by its order, direct
said sheriff to sell any negro, mulatto, or other slaves so
seized and taken by him under this act. to the Coloniza-
tion Society for said five dollars, and the prison fees**#***
to be taken to Liberia: and if such Colonization Society
shall not receive such negroes. mulattos or other slaves
for said-five dollars each. and the prison fees of each,
upon refusing, said sheriff shall after three weeks’ public
notice given by pnblic advertisements sell any such ne-
gro. mulatlo or other slave to some person or persons,
with a condition that any such negro, mulatto or other
slave shall be removed and taken forthwith beyond the
limits of this State to settle and reside.

Such was the scheme which had been advocated in Bos-
ton and elsewhere by his opnenent. He now left the mat-
ter in his hands, recommending him to exert all his elo-
quence and ingenuity in behalf of the honor of Maryland,
but warning him before-hand that his labors would be in
vain. .

MR. BRECKINRIDGE said he wonld now proceed
with what remained of the argument on the general ques-
tion. He had heen asked to point out the responsible
parties in regard to slavery, and this was what he was
ahout todo. It was indeed much more easy to show who
were the responsible parties than to prove the innocence of
those wjustly aqeused—it was perhaps his duty to do both
—the first he had heen attempting. Tt wounld be easy to
dn the other, and he trusted that after he had done so—if
the good people of Glasgow on any future occasion should

_ meet to pass resolutions applauding Mr. Thompson, for the
vast sacrifices he had made and the suffering he had en-
dured in the cause of Emancipation, they would not again
feel obliged to pass resnlutions condemning the whole
American nation, as the vilest nation that ever existed for
maintaining slavery. He would say, then, that he consid-
ered the owners of the slaves as in the first place respon-
sible. The slave owner had two important duties to per-
form in reference to those of his fellow beings, who were
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held in bondage. 1In the first place, he war Lound to in-
form himsell of the whole question in itz length and
breadth, and having done so, he ought in the speediest
manner. possible, consistent with the huppiness of the slaves
themselves, to set thein free. This was the duty of a slave
owner, as an individual. But as his lot might be cast in a
slaveholding state, it wug his duty, in addition to freeing
his own slaves, that he should use every lawful means to
enlighten public opinion. Whatever faculties he porsess-
ed, it was his duty to use them in the attempt to remove
the prejudices of those whose minds were not yet enlight-
ened on this important question. But, while it was his
duty to do this, he was to refrain from everything which
would naturally tend to exasperate the minds of the mas-
ters. He was not to go and take hold of a man hy the
throat and say ¢ You are a great thieving, man-dealing
villain, and unless you instantly give your slaves liberty, I
will pitch you out of this three story window.” That was
not the mode in which a prudent man would go to work.
And he (Mr. Breckinridge) would like, above all things,
to make Mr. Thompson and his fellow laborers sensible of
this important truth; that in their efforts to give freedom
to the slaves, nothing conld be done without the consent of
the slave owners. And unless it was kept in view, Mr.
Thompson might labor, to nse an American homely phrase
<till the cows come home,’ bat he would not move a sin-
gle step nearer his object. While on this head there was
another saving which he had no doubt Mr. Thompson had
frequently heard in America, and which might be of some
use for him to bear in mind, if he revisited that horrible
country; it was that one ¢ spoonful of molasses would
catch move flies than a hogshead of vinegar.” With re-
gard to the mode in which the- question of slavery should
be taken up in those states where it existed, he would say
that every thing had been done—agitation, as it was call-
ed in this country—to enlighten the public mind on the
whole question, was the only thing that could advance the
cause. If there was any thing else that might be taken
advantage of for that end, he was willing to learn it, and
to go home and try to teach his countrymen who were la-
boring in the same cause. In the second place, Mr. B.
proceeded to say that, the parties responsible for the exist-
ence of slavery were the states which tolerated it. If
slavery were wrong, as he was fully prepared to assert it
to be, then those states or communities which tolerate it
were justly responsible at the bar of God, at the tribunal
of an enlightened world. If slavery were wrong, those
who have power were hound to abolish it as soon as it
could be done consistently with the greatest amount of
good to all concerned. Now slavery could end in any state
only hy vi , or by the of the g. This
made it obviously the duty of all who had right views in
such communities, to extend and enforce thern in such n
way as shall appear most likely to secure the object in
view, namely, peaceful, voluntary, and legal abolition. It
demonstrates toe, that whenever the majority of such a
community are ready to act in this behalf, they are bound
to act in such a manner as will constitationally and speed-
ily effect the object, even though multitudes in that com-
munity should still oppose it. But here again it is most
clear that such a result can never be brought about, till the
majority of such slaveholding communities shall not only
consent to it, but require it. So that in every branch of
the matter it ¢ ly appears how indispensible, light
and love, gentleness, wisdom, and truthare; and how per-
fectly mad it is to expect to do anything in America by
harsh vituperation, hasty and violent proceedings. But,
say the anti-slavery people, you can abolish slavery in the
District of Columbia, and might purchase the freedom of
all the slaves throughout the whole of the states with the
public money. But it was not the price of the slaves that
was the chief difficulty in making an end to slavery. The
inhabitants of the southern states reckoned this the least
part of the case. To take away our slaves, say they, is
to take away not our property alone, but our country also ;
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for without them the country would not be cultivated. He
did not say that the Southern Planters were right in think-
ing 50, but he knew that they did think so ; and therefore
it was necessary to take their opinion into account. This
was only an instance of the many difficulties by which the
question was beset, and would let then see that it was not
a mere matter of pounds, shillings and pence. In refer-
ence to the efforts made by the American people to abolish
siavery, Mr. Breckinridge said they had done much in this
cause hefore Mr. Thomnpson was born, and possibly before
his father was born. They had labored for ages, he might
almost say for hall centuries. During that time they had
effected much, and they would have done more but for the
interferenee of the party with which Mr. Thompson was
identified. A party whose principles were based on false
metaphysics—on false morality, who came often with the
fury of demons, and yet said they were sent by God. He
would say the cause of emancipation had been much in-
jured by the ill-designed efforts of that » they had
thrown the cause a hundred years farther back than it was
five years ago. In reference to the Maryland Colonization
scheme, of which they had heard so much from Mr.
Thompson, he would only be able, as his time was nearly
expired, to make a remark or two. That society had ex-
isted for about four years. In its fourth annual rt
there is a statement from the wanagers of the Maryland
state fund, that within the preceding year 299 manumis-
sions hdd been reported to them, which, with those pre-
viously reported, make 1101 slaves manumitted, purely
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and freely manumitted, within four years in that state:
while the total number of colored persons transported to
Liberia since the society commenced its operations was
then only one hundred and forty, as exhibited by the same
report. Nothing could ehow more clearly the falsity of
those statements which represent the scheme of Maryland
Colonization, as being cruel, oppressive, and peculiarly
opposed to the progress of emancipation. The direct con-
trary is in all respects true. With regard to the book
from which Mr. Thompson had read some extracts, pur-
porting to be the laws of Maryland; if he were not mis-
taken, that book was a violent and inflammatory pamphlet
written by some person, perbaps by Mr. Thompeon him-
self, shortly after his (Mr. B’s) visit to Boston. He
would not enter upon the discuesion of the merits of that
pamphlet, against which it had been alleged in America,
at the place where it originated, and he believed truly
chargetr, that instead of containing faithful extracts from the
laws of Maryland, it did in fact contain only schemes of laws
which had been proposed in the Assembly of Maryland,
but which had never received their sanction; chiefly, in

q of the opposition of the friends of coloniza-
tion. In conclusion he would say, that the Maryland

‘scheme was; as a whole, one of the most wise and humane

projects that had ever been devised. He had no objec-
tion, on proper occasions, to go fully into it,and he hoped
10 be able to show that it would do much for the ameliora-
tion of the negro race.
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DISCUSSION.

THIRD NIGHT—WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15.

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE suid—The subject for dis-
cuasion this evening by two appointments, was the great
cause of colonization, as it pr d itself in America;
and he was aware that of all the parts of the subject of
these discussions there were none on which their opinions
were more decidedly made up against what he believed to
be the truth. It was therefore peculiarly embarrassing
for him to enter upon the subject, but he d’id so with that
frankness and candor with which he had entered upon the
other topics of discussion; and if he would not show
them sufficient reason to commend the principle of colo-
nization to their minds and (eelings, he could only ex
that they should remain of their present opinions. The
scheme of colonization was not a new one in America.
It bad been spoken of 40 or 650 years ago, by him who in
his day ranked next to the father of his country in the
affections of the American people, Mr. Jefferson, before
he filled the President’s chair, while he was Presi

first who opposed it, on the ground that its operations
were injurious to the interests of the colored race in
America. Mr. Arthur Tappan also ceceded from the
mciel‘lnbout the same time, but upen different grounds
from Mr. Garrison. His opposition arose from the socie-
ty’s not taking up his ground in reference to temperance.

e had no hestitation in eaying that Mr. Tappan was
right, and that the society was wrong; as they did not
go far enough in regard to” this point. He the more rea-
dily admitted that in this particurar, Mr. Tappan’s view's
were right, as he was wrong in every other point which
he assumed in reference to the society. But it was not
till about 1832, that an organized opposition to the soci-
ety began to mamfest itself. In 1833, the American An-
ti-Slavery Society was established, one of the fundament-
al principles of which, and perhaps the one they most
:;alou'sly' propagated, was uncompromising hostility to
the

and afterwards occupied his thoughts with this great
scheme. Being himself a decided y to slavery, he
tried to rouse the minds of his countrymen to the advan-
tages which would arise from the colonizing the free
blacks of America on some part of the western coast of
Africa. With this view, he entered into negotiations with
the Sierra Leone Company in this country, to receive
into their colony free people of color from America; and
he also had applied to the Portuguse government, at that
time a large African proprietor, for a place where the
free blacks might be allowed to colonize themselves.
Whether these efforts, which were applauded and aided
by many wise and good men, deserved to be praised or
blamed was not the topic to be taken up at present; but
they showed that the scheme was one which could not be
called a vew scheme. "T'his proposal of colonizing the free
blacks of America on the west coast of Africa had obtain-
ed the approbation of nine-tenths of all those throughout
America who took any interest in the fate of the hlack
race: for even the great bulk of those who were now in
favor of ¢ abolitionism,’ were at one time the friends of
colonization.  Whether they had good or bad reasons for
the change which had taken place in their opinions, would
be move appurent, perhaps, when they arrived at the end
of the discussion. It was in the course of the year 1822,
or 1823, that the first colonists were sent out from Amer-
ica.  lle might not be perfectly accurate in his dates as

- be gave them from memory, but the present argument did

" any very violent opposition was made to the society’s

not depend on exact accuracy in that respect. The so-
ciety for promoting the colomzation schemne was organis-

" ed some years beiure the date stated above, when an ex-

pedition was gent out to explore the coast of Africa with
aview to estublishing the colony; and afterwards anoth-
er to purchase territory ; and then the colonists were sent
out, which he believed took plaee for the first time after
1620. The society continued to pursue the scheme for a
period of Y or 10 years, and met with no_epposition ex-
cecpt from some parties in the extreme South; but had
the concurrence of almost all the wise, the good, and the
beuevolent in America. It was not till about 1880, that

e

erations ; and he believed Mr. Garrison was among

t ion In the progress of events, too,
it turned ont that all the friends of colonziation did not
see alike on all parts of the subject. Many of them
thought that the interests involved were too important and
too great to be left to u single board of management, or
staked on a single series of experiments. Some consid-
ered that one general principle of operation could not be
made broad enough for the circumstances of all the
states, and hence arose several separate societies. As that
of Maryland, organized on peculiar principles, which
have direct reference to qeneral emancipation ; and as
those of New York or Philadelphia, which have founded
a colony on principles of peace ;—the great temperance
princia‘le being equally by them und the Maryland Soci-
ety. The general Society at Washington, assumed the
ground of colonizing on the west coast of Africa with
their own cousent, persons of color from America who’
were of good character, and who were free at the time of
their being sent out. ‘I'he Maryland Society went a step
farther. They saw that the colonization scheme would
have a reflection favorable to emancipation; and they
carried on their operation with a direct and avowed re-
ference to the ultimate emancipation of the slaves in that
state. 'The New York and Philadelphia socicties were
founded, as 1 have ahove said, on the principle of tem-
perance and peace—the former principle being common
also to the Maryland scheme. The united societies of
New York and l’?xiladelphia first took 120 slaves who had
been manumitted by the late Dr. Hawes of Va., and form-
ed them into a colony. The Parent Society’s territory in
Africa was called Siberia. It was about 100 leagues in
length, along the coast, about 10 or 15 leagues deep, and
there were b or 6 settlements, all under the general con-
trol of that Suciety. There were in them all about 4,000
colonists, u great portion of whom were manumitted
slaves. The colony of the Maryland Socicty was farther
South than that of the Parent Society. It was situated
on the point of the coast called Cape Palmas, and was it~
self called Maryland in Africa. It was under the charge
of a board of management in Marylaud, and consisted at
this time of between 2 and 300 colonists, who were chiefly
manumitted slaves. The other colony, that belonging to the
New York and Philadelphia society, was at_ Bassa Cove;
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and was under the charge of the directors of that society.
There were in all about 5000 colonists under the charge
of these societies. For the first few years of the exist-
ence of the Parent Society, it was supported by a number
of gentlemen for different reasons. At the commencement
it was not perhaps perfectly clear bow it might operate.
Some advocated the cause and supported the interests of
the society, on the principles of direct humanity to the
frec colored persons of America. Others, again, support-
ed it as calculated to produee collateral effects favorable
to the slaves, and the g | cause of ipation in the
country. Othere, on the ground that it would enable the
country to get rid of the colored population, without much
reference to what might be the result to the colored popu-
Jation themselves; just as'if in England there were indi-
viduals who would promote emigration to get the country
rid of those who were, as they supposed, given to idle-
ness and a burden upon the country. There may have
been some who supported the society from an actual love
of slavery, and as a means which they supposed might
lessen some of the evils by which it was accompanied.
During the first year of the socicty’s operations, many
thousands of speeches were delivered, and many hundreds
of pamphleta were published about the society, its opera-
tions, and their effects; and it was quite possible that
Mr. Thompson might be able to bring forward some scn-
tences and scraps from the speeches of a slave-owner, who
looked upon the society as a means of perpetuating slave-
ry in America; or he wight preduce some speech, in
which the society was, supported as a means of ridding
the country of the free people of color, no matter what

Third Night—Wednesday—Mr. Breckinridge.

would now proceed to give a few reasons why this scheme
of colonization should be supported. But be would first|’
call their attention to aresolution proposed by Mr. George: |
Thompson, at a meeting ofthe Young Men’s Anti-Slavery
Society of Boston .— )

That, as thec American Colonization Society lhias been|:
denominated te be in its principles unrighteous, unnatur-{.
al, and prospective, the atiempts now made to give per-
manency to this institution, is a fraud upon the iguorance!
and an outrage upon the intelligence of the public, aud|:
as such deserves the severest reprobation.

The verbiage of this resolution showed its parentage.|
No one who had ever heard one of Mr. Thompsun’s .
speeches could for a moment doubt the authorship of the|
resolution. But what were they to think of an individual';
who, beiug almost a perfect stranger in America, cams,*
forward at the public meeting, an spoke in terms like']
these of a society, supported and encouraged by the great
majority of the nation—embracing in that majority most
of what is distinguished by rank, by knowledge, or by| 1
virtue, in the country. hat but universal execration! ;
from the violent, and pity and contempt from all—coull! s
be expected to follow such proceedings ? And yet, Lon-i:
don, Edinburgh, and Glasgow celebrate the prudeuce of!
Mr. George Thompson in America, and praise bis conduct
there on their behalf! It was not demonstrated that the
scheme was either unnatural, proscriptive or foolish. He
wished much to hear Mr. Thompson attempt that demon- :
stration. He (Mr. B.) would attempt to prove on the |
(L)ther hand, that in itself the scheme was good, wise, and |

.

became of them afterwards. But it was did and
unjust to take this plan of opposing the cause; because it
was well known that whatever might be the case in par-
ticular instances, the general fact was, that the great ma-
jority of the supporters of the society had always sup-
ported it, because of the good effects they anticipated
from it in favor of ultimate emancipation, as well.as its
resent, and immense benefits to the free blacks. Now,
challenge Mr. Thompson, to the plain admission
or the plam denial of these statements. If he denies
them I am content ; for in that case, he will stand con-
victed in America, for the denial of that which every
man, woman, and child there, knows to be true. It he
adinits my to be sub ially true, then the
entire point of the charges brought by him and his friends,
ainst colonization, is broken off; and all he or they can
allege against it, can equally be alleged against every
thing, good or bad, that ever existed, samely, that men
supported it for various or even oppusite reasons. 1 go
farther—I assert, and call upon My. T. to adit or to
deny it, I care not which—that just in proportion as the
cause has developed itself, and its natural and legitimate
influences been plainly exhibited—those who favor slavery
have cooled in its support, or withdrawn entirely from it
—while those who favor emaacipation, and dexire the good
of the free people of color, have, in the same degree, and
with increasing coriality, ruther avowed it. fnsomuch
that it will be difficult, if not wholly impossible, for eviden-
ces of friendship to it, from an avowed friend of slavery,
to be culled out of all his scraps, as occurring within the
last threc or four years. Indeed, no persons were more
persecuted after what Mr. T. calls persecution in some of
the Southern states, than those who advocate the cause
of colonization, a fact which began to occur as soon as
those slave-owners, who desired slavery to continue, clear-
ly saw that the natural result was the ultimate emancipa-
tion of the slaves. How far the conduct of Mr. Thomp-
son and his [riends, was calculated to produce a reaction
in the South, and incline moderate and huinane masters
to the views of the emancipationists, cannot now be de-

. termined. But that the increasing wisdom and bencvo-
leace of the South,—will compensate for the folly and
phrenzy at the North—there is good reason to hope. He

t. His first reason was that it was good for
the free black population of America, for whuse benefit
it was intended. Whatever might be the opinions en-
tertained regarding slavery ; whatever might be the
opinion as to the duty of admitting the free colored popn-‘u
lation to all the rights and privileges of white people;l:
taking it for granted that slavery should be abolished,'s
taking it for granted that the free colored population:
should have the same rights and privileges as the whitg*
population; admitting as so many have declared, thad:
these free people of color are generally very little elevated
above the condition of the slaves; granting the existence
of the absurd prejudice among the white population |
against people of culor; taking as true, all the asser~
tions of all, or any parties, on this subject, and then say,, |
if it is not a good, a wise, a humane reason for encourag- |
ing the soicety, that_they are able to snatch 1,000 or 10,- ;
000 of these degraded, ruined done, and peo-
I
¢
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ple from the condition they are placed in, and lant then
in comfort, freedom, and peace in Africa? While Mr.
Thompson and his friends were trying their schemes to
terminate slavery, and break down prejudice against color
—schemes which were likely to be long in progress, if we
were to judge by the past—it seemed most extraordinary!
that they should object to our cfforts to take a portion of
these people out cf the grasp ot their present sorrowsy |
and do for them in Africa all that has been done for our
selves in America. Above all things, is it not inexplica~ |
ble, that they should consider sluvery on one side of the
Atlantic, better than freedom on the other. A thought, -
roving him who held it, unworthy of freedom any where.

f this was not a scheme, full of wisdomn, goodness. o
benevolence, lie knew not what wisdom, goodness, or be
nevolence meant.  They proposed to do nothing without
the free consent of the colored people. And now, if a
similar offer were made to every poor and unfortunate in
habitant of Glasgow, and all of them choose to remnin]
here, except one, and that one was captivated by the ac-
count of some distant El Dorado, and choose to push hi
fortune there, could the vest assuine over this one th
rightof saying, you shall not go; we are determined not
to go, and equally determined not to let you go. Yet the!
abolitionists have been going about, from Dan to Bershed



. ing to colonize the blacks with their own
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ba, not only attacking and vilifying the whites, for propos-
free consent ;
but equally attacking the blacks for availing themselves
of the offer. And though the colony had been stigmatised
as a grave, as a place of skulls, it was the very place fit-
ted by nature for the black pulation, the land granted
by God to their fathers. It is in one sense then, a matter

33

to the scheme by free_persons of color, Mr. B. read the
following extract:—

The Board would here remark, that in collecting emi-
grants from among the free persons of color in the state
the greatest difficulty they have experienced has growa
out of the ineredulity of these with 1egard to the ae-
is given to them of Africa. Even when their friends

of no , what the are which induce the ty
to make the offer, for the black population to emigrate to
Africa—even on the showing of tge abolitionists them-
selves, the colored population are kept in a state of deg-
radation; and it is certainly just and good that means
should be afforded them for getting rid of that degrada-
tion.-~In the second place, he maintained that this col-
onization scheme naturally tended to promote the cause of
general emancipation. To illustrate this, Mr. Breckinridge
read the following extract from the Maryland report of

- 1835, p. 17 :—

. belief that col

The number of manumissions in the state reported to
the board siuce the last annual report,is two hundred
and ninety nine, making the whole number reported as

- manumitted, since the passage of the act of 1831, eleven

bundred and one.

This extract showed that the scheme did not prevent
manumission, but had tended gradually to increase its
amount. That this was the intention and actual effect of
the colonizatien scheme, he would now prove to the meeot-
ing in so far as regarded Maryland; aud if be did so of
that state, he supposed they would not find it difficult to
believe the same thing of other states, as it was against
Maryland that Mr. Thompson had expended his peculiar
virulence. Mr, B. then read the following :

Resolved, That this society believe, and act upon the

ization has a tendency to pr eman-

cipation, by affording to the emancipale(r slave a home,

where he can be happier and better, in every point of

view, than in this country, and so inducing masters to

manumit, for removal to Africa, who would not maunumit
unconditionally.—3d A. Rep. page 5.

Maryland, through her State Society, is about trying
the important expetiment, whether, by means of colonies
on the coast of Africa, slaveholding states may become
free states. The Board of Managers cannot doubt of
success however; and in exercising the high and respon-
sible duties devolving upou them, it is with the firm be-
lief that the time is not very remote, when, with the full
and free consent of those interested in this species of
property, the State of Maryland will be added to the list
of the non-slaveholding states of the Union.—3 A. R.

e 6.
Paft has been charged
eral scheme, that its t

a§ain and again, against the gen-

ies were to perpetuate slave-
ry; and, at this moment, both in this ceuntry and
in kurope, there are those who stigmatize the labors of
men like Finley, Caldwell, Harper, Ayres, Ashmun,
Key, Gurley, Anderson, and Randall, as” leading te this
end. Unfounded as is the charge, it has many believers.
The colonization law of Maryland is based upon a far
different principle ; for the emigration of slaves is ex-
pressly piohibited, and the transportation of those who
are emancipated is amply provided for. In accordance,
therefore, with the general semtiment of the public, and
anxious that colonization in the state should Le relieved
from the imputation put upon tse cause, resolutions were
unanimously adopted, avowing that the extirpation of
slavery in Mary land was the chief object of the suciety’s
existence.—3 A. R. page 33.

Thronghout the report the same current of events was
referred to; and they were found to be every where the
same as to the effects of the coloninl scheme on the man-
umission of slaves. To show the cause of the objections

5

in Liberia have written to them, inviting them to emi-
grnle, and speaking favorably:of the country, they have
elieved that a restraint was upon the writers, and that
the society’s agents prevented any letter from reachin
America, which did not speak ia terms of praise of Afri-
ca. The ingenuity of the eolored people in this state
devised a simple test of the reliance that was to be plac-
ed in letters, purporiing to be written by their friends;
which they have during the last year or eighteen months
been putting into practice. When the emigrant sailed
from the United States, he took with him oue half of a
strip of calico, the other half being retained by the per-
son to whom he was to write when he reached Afiica. 1f
he was permitted to write without restraint, and if he
spoke his real seutiments in his letier, he enclosed his por-
tion of the calico, which, matching with ihat from which
it had been severed, gave authenticity and weight to the
correspondence. Many of these tokens, as they are cal-
led, have been received, and their effect has been evident
in the greater willingness manifested by the free people
of color to emigrate; especially those of them who are
at.all well judging and well infermed.—4 A. R. page 6.

Whatever difficulties now exist as to getling free peo-
ple of color to avail themselves of the society’s scheme,
and emigrate to Africa, arise in a great degree from the
efforts of the abolition party to misrepresent the inten-
tions of the gociety, amr the state and prospects of the
colony, to the free colored people of the United States.
‘Thus, showing the double atrocity of preventing these peo-
ple from being benefitted and of traducing those persons
who wish to benefit them. 1In an address from Cape Pal-
mas, by the colonists to their brethren in America, dated
in October, 1834, there was a distinct avowal of the fact,
that it was better for them that they had gone there; and
urging others to come also. Mr. B. then read the follow-
ing extract from the address:—

Dear Brethren.—Agreeably to a resolution of our fel-
low-citizens herewith enclosed, we now endeavor to lay
before you a fair and impartial statement of the actual sit-
uation of this colony ; of our advantages and prospects,
both temporal and spiritval.

We are aware of the great difference of opinion which
exists in America with respect to colonization. We are
aware of the fierce contentions between its advocates and
opposers; and. we arc of opinion that this contention
among the well meaning, is based principally vpen the
various and contradictory accounts concerning this coun-
try and its advantages ; receiving from the one hand the
enthusiastic and visionary new comers, who write without
having made themselves at all acquainted with the true
state of affairs in Africa; and on the other, from the tim-
orous, dissipated, and disheartened, who long to return
to their former degraded situation, and are willing to as-
sizn any reason, however false and detrimeutal to their
fellow-citizens, rather than the true one, viz.:—that they
are actually unfit, from want of virtue, energy and ca-
pacity, to become freemen in any country. .

We judge that the time which bas elapsed since onr
first arrival, (eight months,) has cnabled us to form a pret-
ty correct opinion of this our new colony, of the climate,
and of the fithess of our government. ‘Therefore we may
safely say we write not ignoranll]y. And as to the truth
of our assertions, we here solemuly declare, once for all,
that we write in the fear of God, and are fully sensible
that we stand pledged to maintain them Lere and hereal-
ter.
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Of our (overnment.—We declare that we have enjoy-
ed (and the 3amme is for ever guaranteed to us by our Con-
stitution,) all and every civil and religious right and
privilege, which we have ever known enjoyed by the
white citizens of the United States, excepling the elec-
yjon of our chief magistrate, who is appointed by the
board of managers of the Maryland State Colonization
Soclel(. Other officers are appointed or elected from
the colonists. Freedom of speech and the press, election
by ballot, trial by jury, the right to bear arms, and the
liberty of worshipping God agreeably to the dictates of our
own consciences, are rendered for ever inviolate by the
Constitution,

That we may not weary your pati or be susp 1

of a desire to set forih malters in too favorable a light,
we have been thus brief in our statements. It will natur-
ally be supposed, brethren, that the object of this address
is lo induee you to emigrate and join us. To deny this
would be a gross want of candor, and not in unison with
our professions at the outset. We de wish it, and we ten-
der you both the heart and hand of good fellowship.
. But here again, let us be equally candid with you.
is not every man we could honesily advise or desire to
come to this colony. To those who are contented to live
and educate their children as house servants and laekeys,
we would say ; stay where you are; here we have no
masters to employ you. Ta the indolent, heediess, and
slothtul, we would say, tarry among the flesh peots of
Egypt; here we get our bread by the sweat of the brow.
To drunkards and riotors, we would say, ceme not to
us ; you can never become naturalized ia a land where
there are no grog shops, and wherse temperance and or-
der is the motio. "To the timorous and suspicious, we
would say, stay where you have protectors ; here we pro-
tect onrselves. But the industrious, enterprising, and
patriotic of what occupation or profession soever; the
merchaat, the mechanic, and farmer, but more particular-
ly the latter, we would counsel, adrise, and intreat to
come and be one with us, and assist in this glorions enter-
prise, and enjoy with us that liberty to which we ever
were, and the man of color ever must be a stranger in
America. To the ministers of the gospel, both whife and
colored, we would say, eome to this great harvest, and
diffuse amongst us and our benighted neighbors, that light
of the gospel, without which liberty itself is but slavery,
and freedom but perpetual bondage.

Accept, brethren, our best wishes; and praying, that
the Great Disposer of events will direet you to that
course, which will tend to your happiness and the benefit
of our race throughout the world. '

1ed

We subseribe ourselves,
Yours, most affectionately,

JACOB GROSS,
WAM. POLK,

CHAS. SCOTLAND.
ANTHONY WOOD.
THOMAS JACKSON.

The report having been read, it was then moved by
James M. Thompson and seconded, that the report be
approved and accepled. The yeas and nays were pre-
sented as follows :—

Yeas.—Jeremiah Stewart, James Martin, Samuel
Wheeler, H. Duncan, Daniel Banks, Joshua Stewart,
John Bowen, James Stewart, Henry Dennis, Eden Hard-
ing, Robert Whitefield, Nathan Lee, Nathaniel Edmond-
son, Charles Scotland, Nathaniel Harmon, Bur. Minor,
Anthony Howard, James M. Thomson, Anthony Wood,
Jacob Gross, \WWm. Polk, Thomas Jackson.

Nays.—Nicholas Thomson, William Reynolds, Wil-
liam Cassel.

N.B. Those who voted in the negalive, deelared that
the statemeuts contained in the repart were true, both in
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spirit and letter, but they preferred returning to Ameriea
—wlereupon the meeting adjourned, sine die.

A true copy of the record of e proceedings.
W>. POLK.

1f any weight was due to human testimony it was made
probable at least, ifnot certain, that the intentions of thepro-
moters of the scheme were, that it should be most kind-to the
black man in all its direct actions, and by its fdivect in-
fluences, the precureor of the abolition of slavery; and i
the society had fallen into a mistake, the colonists tliem~
selves had ako fallen into the same; as in this address
they say tie scheme has proved successful. He would
therefore conclude this second reason By maintaining that
he had sufficiently proved that the scheme Bad been:pro-
dactive of good, not only to the colored population, but
also to the course of universal freedom. ’Ffw reasons lie
would now offer would be more general. And in bringing
forward the third head of argument, he observed that the
uniform method which God had selected to civilize and
enlighten mankind, and to carry through the world a
krowledge of the actsand laws, with all tive kindred bless-
ings of civilization, was colonization. Amongst the first
commands given by God to man, was to replenish and
subdue the earth, and there was striking fulness of meaning
in theexpression. While there seemed to exist in the whole
homan family an iastinctive obedience to this command ;
God had so directed its manifestation that he believed he
might safely challenge any one to show him any one nation
which had loeated the permanent seat of its empire, in the
native land of its inbabitants. Every nation Ead been a
conquered nation; every people have in turn been enlight-
ened from others, and in turn colonists again. This na-
tion which has repated itself the most enligtened in the
world, and far be it from him to controvert the opinioa
i their presence—might trace its superior enlightenment
Jin part to the fict of its having heen 8o much oftener con~
quered tham any other; and the consequent greater mix-
tore of nations among the inhabitants. Again, he ob-
served, that God had kept several races of men distince,
from the time of Noah down to the present day; and in
their mutual action upon each other, there was l}lis extra-
ordinary fact, that wherever the descendants of Shem had
colonized a country, ied by the d dants of Japhet
or Ham, they had extirpated those who were before them.
When the descendants of Japhet conquered the descen-
dants of Shem, they were extirpated before them, whem
the descendants of Shem conquered those of Japhet the
ease was the sume; and so the desecndants of Ham upon
either. But when Japhet conquercd Japhet there was no
extirpation, and when Shem conquered Shem there was
no extirpation, as also of Ham conquering Ham. Now,
s to the continent of Africa, if Listory taught any truth
they must roll back all its tide, or Africa was destined to
be still farther colonized. As yet, the pestilence like the
flaming sword, before the garden of the Lord, bad kept
the way hedged up, the white man, and yellow man, away
from the =pot, reserved to the fit hour, and people came.
If we take the bodings of Providence all1s well. But if
we rely on the lessons of the past, the only means in our
power to prevent the ultimate colonization of Africa by

gome strange race, and the consequent_extirpation of its

race of blacks, is to colonize it with blacks. If they let
Shem colonize there, the blacks will be extirpated,—if
they let Japhet colonize, the blacks will be extirpated.
Afvica must be undone, or she must be colonized with
blacks; orall history is but one prodigious lie. ‘T'o Britain
seams specially cominitted, by a good Providence the des-
tinies of Asia; and we say to her kindly and faithfully—
coter and occupy, till Messiah come : enter at once, lest
we cnter before you.  To America in like manner is Af-
riea committed. ~ 'T'o do our Masters work there we must
colenive it by blacks, we must enlighten it by blacks,
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And when Mr. T. and his friends come to us with their
quackery, scarcely four years old, and requirc us to fore-
go, for ‘it our clearest convictions, our most cherished
plans, and our most enlightened views of trath and duty,
we can only say to them, ¢ we are much obliged to you,
but pray excuse us gentlemen, we have considered the
matter before” Every benevolent and right thinking
rson must see that the stheme of colonizing Africa by
lack men, is necessary to enlighten Africa, and prevent
the extirpation of the black men there. He would in the
fourth place take tp the question of christianizing Af-
rica, separate from the other question of mere civilization
and preservation. There were only three ways, as had
been ‘argued, in which the works of missions could be
possibly conducted. In an admirable little treatise on the
subject, published in this country,—and be regretted he
knew not the author, or he would name him in pure honor,
these methods were ably defined and illustrated. One
wmethod was, to send out missionaries, and do the work,
‘as many are now attempting it in so many lands. Anoth-
er was, by bringing the people to he converted, to those
whom God chose to make the means of their conversion.
And when Britain thinks harshly of America about slave-
ry, let her remember, and melt into kindness at the
thought of what we are doing to convert the tens of thou-
sands of Irish Catholics she sends to us yearly. The
third way was by colonization ; and this in_past ages has
been the great and glorious plan. By this Europe be-
came what she is; by this America was christianized ; and
he would again refer them to the little book of which he
had spoken, which, not being written by a slave-owner,
nor even an American, might possibly be true; to con-
vince them that it was in all cases a most efficient means
to save the world. But inthis peculiar case, it 1 to
be the chief, if not the only means. The climate suited
the black man, while hundr®s of whites had fallen vic-
tims to it. So peculiar does this appear to me, that I have
never been able to comprehend how the pious and enlight-
ened free blacks of America could so long, or at all resist
the manifest call of God, to go and labor for him in their
father land. There she is, ¢ sitting in darkness and drink-
ing blood '—with a full capacity and a perfect fitness on
their parts, to enlighten, to comfort, and to save her—
theic mother, dougly requiring their care, that she
knows not that she is blind and naked! And yet they
linger on a distant shore; and fill the air with empty
murmurs, of time and earth, and its poor vanities; and
<hristian men around them, caress and applaud them, for
their heathen hard-heartedness; and clristian communi-
ties, in their strange infatnation, send missions to them,
to prevent them from becoming the truest missionaries
that the earth could furnish! Shadows that we are—
shadows that we pursue! It was, in the fifth place, the
only effectual and practical mode of putting an end to the
slave trade. 'There was indeed another way—Uy stopping
the demand. But while they disputed the means of stop-
ping the demand, there was another way—the stopping of

" the supply. This had long been an object dear to several

nations. The government of Britain, the government of
America, and the governments of several other states, had
sent several cruizers to stop the supply; but would any
slaves be taken from Africa, if therc was even a single
city on the western coast, with ten thousand inhabitants,
and three vessels of war at their command ?  They would
put an end to the trade the moment they were able to
chastise the pirates, or make rejirisals on the nations to
which they belonged. Why ia it we never -hear of the
stealing of an Englishman, a German, or a Turk ? Be-
cause the thief knows that reprisals would be made, or
that he or some of his countrymen would be chastised, or
stolen in return. So that all that was required, was to
plant a city on the west coast of Africa, and this would
give protection to the population of that country. Noth-
ing is plainer, than that any nation wlich will make re-
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prisalg, will have none of the inhabitants stolen. If re-
prisals were made effective, the slave trade would be
immediately stopped. It is the course pursued by Mr.
"Thompson and his friends, not the course pursued by us,
which is likely to continue the slave trade. On 100
leagues of Afvican coast, it is already, to a grent degree,
suppressed; and if we had been aided as the importance
of the cause d ded, i d of being resisted with un-
tiring activity, this blessed object might now have been
granted to the prayers of Christendom,

Mr. THOMPSON earnestly hoped—that every word
yhnch Mr. Breckinridge had tﬁnt night uttered, respect-
ing the principles of the Colonization Society, and what
had been effected by that institution would be carefully
preserved—that, on other occasions, and by other per-
sons on both sides the Atlantic, Mr. Breckinridge’s argu-
ments might be canvassed, his facts investigated, and hia
spnliments made known. I shall offer no apology (con-
tinued Mr. T.) for referring to a point discussed last even-
ing, but not fairly disposecf of. Iam by no means satis-
fied, nor do I think the enlightened, and least of all the
christian world, will be satisfied with the doctrine which,
for two evenings, has been laid down and maintained by
Mr. Breckinridge, that America, as a nation, is not re-
sponsible before God for the sin of slavery. I cannot,
sir, receive that doctrine. I cannot Jightly pass it over:
much hinges upon this point, nor will T consent that
America shall lay the flattering unction to her soul that
ehe is not her brother’s keeper—that any wretches with-
in her precints may commit soul-murder, and she be in-
nocent by reason of her wilful, self-induced, and self-con-
tinued impotency. I do not believe the doctrine of ¢ the
irresponsiblencss of America, as a nation,’ to be politi-
eally sound ; still less do I believe it to be the doctrine of the
Bible. Sir, I fearlessly charge America, a8 2 nation,—
as the United States of America ; asa voluntary confed-
eracy of frce republics ; as living under one common con-
s}nuuon,and one common government,—with being a na-
tion of slaveholders, and the vilest and most culpable on
the face of the earth. I charge America with having a
slaveholding President; with holding seven thousand
slaves at the scat of government; with licensing the
slave-trade for 400 ; with permitting the domestic slave-
tr:}de to the awful extent of 100,000 zouls per annum ;
with allowing prisons ¢ built with the public money, to be
made the veceptacles of unoffending home-horn ‘Ameri-
cans, destined for the Southern market; with permitting
her legislators and the highest functionaries in the state
to trample upon_every dictate of humanity, and every
principle sacred in American independence, by trafficing
¢ in slaves and the souls of men.’ I charge America ¢ as
a nation,” with permitting within her bounds a wide
spread system, which my opponent has himself described
as one of clear robbery, universal concubinage, horrid
cruelty, and unilluminated ignorance. T charge America
hchrc the world and God, with the awful crime of re-
ducing more than two millions of her own children, born
on her soil, and entitled to ¢life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness,’ to the state of beasts; withholding from
them every vight, and privilege, and social or political
blessing, and leaving them the prey of those who have
legislated away the Word of Life, and the ordinances of
religion 5 leat their victims should at any time see with
their eyes. and hear with their ears, and understand with
their hearts, and should assume the bearing,and the name
and the -honors of humanity. I charge America ‘asa
nation,’ with being wickedly, cruelly, and in the highest
sense, criminally indifferont” to the happiness and eleva-
tion of the free colored man; with erushing and persecuts
ing him in every part of the country 5 with regarding him
as belonging to a low, degradsd and irreclaimable caste,
who ought not to call Awerica his country or his home,
but seek in Africa, on the soil of his anceators, a refuga
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from persecution in the land which the Euglish, and the
Dutch, and the French, and the Irish, have wrested from
the red men, and which they now proudly and self-com-

lacently, but most falsely style the white man’s country.
fcharge all this and much more upon the government of
America; upon the church of America, and upon the
people of America. It is idle, to say the least, to talk of
rolling the guilt of the system upon_the individual slave-
holder—ang' the individual state. This cannot fairly be
done while the citizens_throughout the land are banded,
confederated, united. It is the sin of the cntire church.
The Presbyterians throughout the country are one body ;
the Baptists are one body; the Episcopalian Methodists
are one body ; they acknowledge one another; they cor-
dially fellowship one another. They make the sin, if it
be n'sin, theirs, by owning as brethren in Christ Jesus,
and ministers of Him, who was anointed to preach dg—
liverance to the captives, men who shamelessly traffic in
rational blood-redeemed zouls ; nay, even barter away for
accursed gold, their own church members. 1t is pre-em-
inently the sin of the church. It is the sin of the people
at large. It is said the laws recognize slavery, I
reply, the entire nation is answerable for those laws. We
hear that the ¢ Constitution can do nothing,’ that the
¢ Congress can do nothing;’ to which I reply—wo, and
shame, and guilt, and execration must be, and ought to
be the portion of that people, calling themselves Chris-
tians and republicans, who can tolerate, through half a
cenlury, a constitution and a congress that cannot pre-
vent nor cure the buying and gelling of sacred humanity;
the sundering of every fibre that binds heart to heart ; and
the dehumanization and butchery of peaceful and patriot-
ic citizens within the territories over which they extend.
In whatever aspect I view this question, the people, and
the whole peo f:, appear to be, before God and man, re-
rponsible, politically, and morally, for the sin of slave-
holding. ﬁey are responsible for the Constitution, with
any deficiencies and faults it may have, for they have the
power, and it is therefore their duty to amend it. They
are responsible for the character and acts of Congress, for
they make the senators and representatives that go there.
In a word, they are properly and solemn ly responsible for
that ¢ system * of which we have heard so much, and for
¢ the workings of that system,’ and I declare it little bet-
ter than subterfuge, to say that the people of America;
the source of power; the sovereign, the omnipotent peo-
ple—are not responsible for the existence of slavery, and
all its kindred abominations within the territorial limits
of the Uni‘ed States. The charges which he had here
made were important, grave, and awful. He made them
under the full and solemn impression of his accountable-
ness to mankind, and the God of nations. He believed
them to be true; he was prepared to substantiate them.
That not one tittle of them might be lost or misrepresent-
ed in Great Britain or America, he had penned them with
his own hand, out of his own heart, and he was prepared
to support them in England, or in Scotland, or in Ameri-
ca itself: for he hoped yet again to visit that country, and
there resume his advocacy of the cause of the slave. He
would now come to the colonization question, on which
he felt completely at home. In adverting to this
question, however, he experienced a difficulty, which he
had felt on many former occasions—that of not being able
to compress what he had to say within the compass of one
address. He would not only have to reply to what Mr.
Breckinridge had ad\'anced,i‘;ut he would have to touch
on topics which Mr. Breckinridge had overlooked—prin-
ciples affecting the origin, character, and very existence
of that society, which Mr. Breckinridge hud taken under
his special protection. He (Mr. T.) would show, that
the improvement of the black man’s condition was not
the ghlef object of the Colonization Society—that its op-
erations sprung from that loathing of color which might
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be denominated the peculiar sin of America. Slavery
might be found in many countries, but it was in America
alone that there existed an aristocracy, founded on the
color of theskin. A race of pale-skinned patricians, rest-
ing their claims to peculiar ranks and privileges, upon
the hue of the skin ; the texture of the hair ; the form of
the nose, and the size of the calf. But for this abhor-
rence of color, Mr. B. would not have been contented
with the means proposed by the Colonization Society for
the amelioration o(P:lavery; he would not have spoken
a word of colonization, or of that Golgotha, Liberia. Ac-
quainted as he (Mr. 'T.) was with America, he had been
able to come to no other cenclusion, but that the prejudice
of color was that on which the colonization oi[‘ the free
negro was founded. There had been a great deal said of
the inferior intellect of the black race, and of a marked
deficiency in their moral qualities ; but these were not the
grounds on which it was sought to expatriate them; the
injustice practised towards them rested solely on the pre-
judice which had been excited agninst their external per-
sonal peculiarities. Every word spoken by Mr. Breck-
inridge in defé of col ion, went directly to prove
this. - The whole scheme rested on the dark color of those
to be expatriated; had the sufferers been white in the
skin, Mr. B. would have advocated immediate, complete,
and everlasting emancipation. He would now turn to a

|
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matter, regarding which, he considered Mr. Breckin-
ridge had treated the abolitionists of America with injus-

tice—with unkindness—wich something which he did not
like even to name. Mr.
with having published a law as the law of the state of
Maryland, which had never been adeﬂged by the
ture of that state; and when he (Mr. T.) had required of
Mr. B, evidence in support of his grave allegations, it
was in this case precisely as in the case of Mr. Garrison
and Mr. Wright,—the proofs were non est inventus.
Now, he would ask, was this fair; was it magnanimous ;
was it generous ; was it christian-like? The charge had
been distinctly made, and then it had been asked of the
parties accused, to prove a negative. Mr. Breckinridge
was not likely to be long in Glasgow; and it was there-
fore most easy, and most conveénient, to prefer charges
which could not, even on the testimony of the parties im-
plicated, be answered, until Mr. Breckinridge was far
away, and the poison had had full time to work its effect.
He (Mr. T.) would, however,. give it as his opinion, that
his fellow-laborers on the other side of the Atlantic would

triumphantly clear themselves of this and every other im- .

putation ; and finally emerge from the ordeal, however
fierce, pure, untarnished, and Such a charg

however, should not be brought against him (Mr. T.)
The laws of Maryland, he cited, were to be found in the
pages of the Colonization Society’s accredited organ, the

hed

the African Repository, an entire set of which was on the -

platform, open to inspection. Mr. Breckinridge had
-taken great pains to make out a case for the Maryland
Colonization Society. This was not to be wondered at.
That society was a protege ofhis own. It had been pat-
ronized and fostered by him—for it, it appeared, he had
almost suffered martyrdom, when, in advocating its cause
in Boston he had bheen mis
that same city of Boston, where a gentlemanly mob of
5,000 individuals, fashionably attired in black and brown,
and blue cloth, had joyfully engaged in assaulting and dis-
persing a peaceful

yet done with the Maryland Colonization Society. He
was prepared to prove that it was, taken as a whole, a
most oppressive and iniquitous acheme. The laws framed
to support it, prohibited manumission except on condition
of the remaval of the freed slaves; thus submitting a
choice of evils, both cruel to the last extent:—perpetual
bondage, or banishment from the roil of their birth, and
the scenes and associations of infancy and youth. He

B. had charged the abolitionists '
legisla- -

taken for an abolitionist; in

meeting of forty ladies. He had not.
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could show that free persons of color coming into the
state, were liable to be seized and sold; and white per-
sons inviting them, and harboring them, liable to the in-
fliction of heavy fines. These and similar provisions, all
disgraceful and cruel, were the prominent features of the
laws which had been framed to carry into effect the be-
nevolent and patriotic designs of the Maryland Coloniza-
tion Society. That expulsion from the state was the thing
intented, he would show from newspapers published in the
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as a scheme ofbenevolence and patriotism. He (Mr. T.)
id not mean to deny that there had been many pious and
excellent men found gst its founders and subseq
supporters, but he was prepared to demonstrate that it had
grown out of prejudice ; was based upon prejudice ; made
its appeal to prejudice; and could not exist were the
prejudice against the colored man conquered. It had,
moreover, made an appeal to the fears and cupidity of the

state. What said the Baltimore Chronicle, a pro-slavery
and colonization paper, at the time when the laws refer-

red to were passed ? Let his auditory hear with atten-
tion.

¢ The intention of those laws was, and their effcct must
be, to EXPEL the free people of color from this state.
They will find themselves se hemmed in by restrictions,
that their situation cannot be otherwise than uncomforta-
ble should they elect to remain in Maryland. These laws
will no doubt be met by prohibitory laws in other states,
which will greatly increase the embarrassments of the
people of color, and leave them no other alternative than
o emigrate or remain in a very unenviable condition.’

Wsl;gt!said the Maryland Temperance Herald of May

3,

¢ We are indebted to the committee of publication for
the first No. of the Maryland Colenization Journal, a new
quarterly periodical, devoted to the cause of colonization
in our state. Such a paper has long been necessary ; we
hope this will be useful.
. ‘ Every reflecting man must be convinced, that the time
is not far distant when the safety of the country will re-
quire the EXPULSION of the blacks from its limits. It
is perfect folly to suppose, that a foreign population
whose physical peculiarities must forever render them

distinct from the owners of the soil, can be permited to

iroyv and strengthen among us with impunity. Let hair-
rained enthusaists speculate as they may,no abstract con-
siderations of the natural rights of man, will ever elevate
the negro population to an ec‘ualily with the whites. As
!opF as they remain in the land of their bondage, the
will be morally, if not physically enslaved, and indeedy:
€0 long as their distinet nationality is preserved their en-
lightenment will be a measure of Jyoubtful policy. Under
such circumstances every philanthropist will wish to see
them removed, but gradually, and with as little violence
as possible. . For effecting this purpose, no scheme is lia-
ble to so few objections, as that of African colonjzation.
It has been said, that this plan has effected but little—
true, hut no other has done any thing. We do not ex-
pect that the exertions of benevolent individuals will be
able to rid us of the millions of blacks who oppress and
are oppressed by us. Al they can aceomplish, is to sat-
isfy the pablie of the practicability of the scheme—they
can make the experiment—they are making it and with
success The state of Maryland has already adopted this
plan, and before long every Southern state will have its
colony. The whole African coast will be strewn with
:neues, and t:)en sl:xould bs|ome f'garful gnvulsion render it

cessary to the public safety TO BANISH THE
MULTITUDE AT ONCE, a hguse of refuge will have
been provided for them in the land of their fathers.’

Yet this was the plan of which the American Coloniza-

tion Society, at is annual meeting in 1833, h ken i
the followiz’g terms :— e » bad spoken in

! Rpsolved, Thgl the society view with the highest grat-
ification, the continued efforts of the state of Maryland to
accomplish her patriotie and benevolent system in regard
to her colored population, and that the last appropriation
by that state of two hundred thousand dollars, in aid of
African colonization, is hailed by the friends of the sys-
tem, as a BRIGHT EXAMPLE to other states.’

Mr. Breckinridge had lauded the Colonization Society

laveholder; by setting forth, that in its operations, it
would remove from the Southern states the most danger-
ous portion of the free population; and also enhance the
value of the slaves left remaining in the country. The
doctrines found pervading the publications of the society
were of the most absurd and anti-christian character.
He would mention three, viz.: 1st, that Africa and not
America was the true and appropriate home of the col-
ored man; 2dly, that prejudice against color was invin-

cible, and the elevation of the colored man therefore,

while in America, beyond the reach of humanity, legisla-
tion, and religion ; and, 3dly, that there should be no
emancipation except for the purpose of colonization. How
truly monstrous were these doctrines! How calculated
to cripple exertion, to retard freedom, and mark the col-
ored man out as a foreignerand alien, to be driven out of
the country as soon as the means for his removal were
provided.  Such had really been the effect of the scciety’s
views upon the public mind in America. If the colored man
was to be expatriated because his ancestors were Africans,
then let General Jackson be sent to Ireland, because his

rents were Irish ; and Mr. Van Buren be sent to Hol-
and because his ancestors were Dutch; and let the same
rule be applied to all the other white inhabitants of the
country. Then would Great Britain, and France, and
Germany, and Switzerland recover their children; Amer-
ica be delivered of her conquerors, and the red man come
forth from the wilds and the wilderness of the back coun-
try, to enjoy in undisturbed security, the soil from which
his ancestors had been driven. Mr. Breckinridge had
said much respecting his (Mr. T'.’s) presumption in bring-
ing forward a resolution in Boston, so strongly condemn-
ing the measures and principles of the Colonization So-
ciety. He (Mr. T.) might be Eermitted to say, that if he
had acted presumptuously, he had also acted boldly and
honestly; and that the auditory should know, that the
resolution referred to, had been debated for one entire
evening, and from half- nine till half-past one, the
next day, with the Rev. R. R. Gurley, the Secretary and
agent of the Colonization Society, who, for eight or nine
years had been the Editor of the African Repository, and
was, perhaps, better qualified than any other man in
United States, to di the subject—always, of course,
excepting his Rev. opponent then on the platform. He
admitted the resolutien was strongly worded; that it re-
pudiated the society as unrighteous, unnatural, and pro-
scriptive; and declared the efforts then making to give
strength and permanency to the institution were a fraud
upon the ignorance, and an outrage upon the intelligence
and humanity of the community. ~But this country should
know that he had defended his propositions face to face,
with one of the ablest champions of the cause, before two
American audiences in the city of Boston. That the as-
sembly then before him might judge of the character of the
debate, and know its result, he would read a few short
extracts, taken from a respectable daily paper, published
in Boston, and entirely unconnected with the abolitioaists.
The Editor himself, B. F. Hallett, Esq., reported the
proceedings, and thus remarked :—

¢ One of the most interesting, masterly, and honorable
di ions ever listened to in this community,took place on
Friday evening and Saturday Morning. The hall was as
full as it couldhold. * * * *  ‘The whole
di ion was a model for courtesy and christian temper
in like cases, and did great credit to all parties concorn-
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ed. We question if a public debate was ever eonducted
in this city with a better spirit, and with more ability.
There was nota discourteous word passed through the
wI.o_Ie,pnd no occurrence which, for an instant, marred
tbe entire cordiality, with which the dispute was conduct-
ed. It was not men but principles that were contending,
and we venture to say, that no public discussion was ever
managed on higher grounds, or was more deeply i
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immediate or gradual emancipation of all the slaves in
thé United States, without their removal or colonization,
painful as it is to express the opinion, I have no doubt
that it would be unwise to_emancipate them. For I be-
lieve, that the aggregate of the evils which would be en-
gendered in society, upon the supposition of such gen-
eral emancipation, and of the liberated slaves remaining

1 g us, would be greater than ‘all the

ing to an audience. The resolution was put, all present
being invited to vote. It was carried in the affirmative,
:\(nh FOUR voices in the negative.” So said the ¢ BOS-
TI'ON DAILY ADVOCATRE.

The following extracts from the published addresses of
some of the most eminent and gifted supporters of the Col-
onization Society, would show, that the compulsory ve-
moval of the colored population had from the first been
contemplated. If it was replied, ¢ you caunot find com-
pulsion in the constitution,” He (Mr. T.) would rejoin,
no, but herein consists the wickedness and hypocrisy of the
acheme; that while it puts forth a fair face in its constitu-
tion, dQes really, and in truth, contain the elements of all
oppression. The written constitution of the society was
but the robe of an angel, covering an implacable and de-
vouring demon. He would make another remark also be-
fore submitting the extracts in his hand. Mr. Breckin-
ridge had strenuously endeavored to lay the guilt of the
oppressive laws in the South upon the “abolitionists, de-
claring that those laws had resulted from the spread of
anti-slavery principles. From the passages about to be
cited, and more especially from the words of Mr. Clay, it
would be found that long prior to the ¢ quackery’ of the
abolitionists, there had existed harsh and cruel laws, call-
ng forth the regrets and censures of slaveholders them-
selves. Even admitting the truth of what Mr. B. had said,
did it follow that the truth should not therefore be publish-
ed? Byno means. The Israelitesin their bondage mur-
mured against the measures of him whom God had raised
up to deliver them, and complained that their burdens had
increased since Pharaoh had been remonstrated with. He
would quote for the benefit of Mr. B. a very laconic re-
mark by an old commentator :—¢ When the bricks are
doubled, Moses is near.’

¢ 1. Charles Carrol Harper, son of General Harper, to
the voters of Baltimore, 1826." Af. Rep’y, vol. 2, page
188. ¢ For several years the subject of abolition of slave-
Ty has been brought before you. ' 1am decidedly oppos-
<d to the project recommended. No scheme of abolition
will meet my support, that leaves the emancipated
blacks among us. Experience has proved that they be-
come a corrupt and degraded class, as burthensome to
themselves, as they are hurtful to the rest of society.’

Again, page 189. ¢To permit the blacks to remain
amongst us, after their emancipation, would be to aggra-
wate and not to cure the evil.’

2. Extracted with approbation from the public leger,
Richmond, Indiana, Af. Repy., vol. 3, page 26. ‘We
would say, liberate them only on condition of their going
to Africa, or Hayti.

3. Extracts from an address delivered at Springfield he-
fore the Hampden Colonization Society, July 4th, 1828.
By Wm. B. O. Peabody, Esq., published by request of
the Society. Af. Repy., vol. 4, page 226. ‘I am not
complaining of the owners of slaves ; they cannot get nd
of them ; it would be as humane to throw them from the
decks in the middle passage, as 1o set them free in our
country.” Upon which the following eulogy is pronounc-
ed, page 280. ¢ We need hardly say that Mr. Peabody’s
Address is an excellent one. May its spirit universally
pervade and animate the minds of our countrymen.’

4. Extracts from an_Address to the Colonization Soci-
ety of Kentucky, at Frankfort, Dec. 17th, 1829, by the
Hon. Henry Clay. Af. Repy., vol. 6, page 5. ‘If the
question was submitted, whether there should be either
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evils of slavery, great as they unquestionably are.”

Again, page 12. ‘Is there no remedy, I again ask, for
the evils of which I have sketched a faint and imperfect
picture 1 T our posterity doomed to endure forever, not
only all the ills flowing from the state of slavery, but all
which arise from incongruous elements of population,
separated from each other by invincible prejudices and
by matural causes? Whatever may be the ebaracter of
the remedy proposed, we may confidently [pronounce flin-
adequate, unless it provides efficaciously for the total and
absolute separation, by an extensive space of water or of
land, at least of the white portion of our population from
that which is free of the colored.’

5. Extracts from the specch of Geo. Washingten Park
Curus, at the 14th annual meeting of the American Col-
enization Society. Af. Repy., vol. 6, page 371-2.
Some benevolent minds, in the overflowings of their phil-
anlhroply, advocate amalgamation of the two classes,
saying let the colored class be freed, and remain among
us as denizens of the empire ; surely all classes of mankin
are alike descended from the primitive parentage of
Eden, then why not intermingle 1n one common society
as friends and brothers. No, sir; no. Ihope to prove
at no very distant day, that a Southron can make sacri-
fices for the cause ol’vCol'onization beyond seas, but fora
Home department in those matters. I repeat, ne, sir; no.
What right, I demand, have the children of Africa to an
homestead in the white man’s country 7

If, as is most true, the crimes of the white man robbed
Africa of her sons, let atonement be made by returning
the descendants of the stolen to the clime of their an-
cestors, and then all the claims of redeeming justice will
have been discharged. There let centuries of fature
rights, atone for centuries of past wrongs. Let the re-
generated African rise to empire; nay, let genius flour-
ish, and philosophy shed its mild beams to enlighten and
instruct the posterity of Ham, returning ¢ redeemed and
disenthralled’ from their long captivity in the new world.
But, sir, be all these benefits enjoyed by the African race
under the shade of their native palms. Let the Atlantie
billow heave its high and everlasting barrier between
their country and ours. Let this fair Jand, which the
white man won by his chivalry, which he has adorned by
the arts and elegances of polished life, be kept sacred far
his descendants, untarnished by the footprint of him who
hath ever been a slave.”

6. Mr. Henry Clay’s speech, hefore the Societv, Jan-
vary 1st, 1818—2d Annual Report, page 110. ¢ Further,
several of the slaveholding states had, and perhaps all of
them would, prohibit entirely, emancipation, without
some such outlet was created. A sense of their own
safety required the painful prohibition. Experience
proved that persons turned loose, who were neither free-
men nor slaves, constituted a great moral evil, threaten-
ing to eontaminate all parts of society. Let the colony
once be successfully planted, and legislative bodies, who
have been grieved at the necessity of passing those ¢ pro-
hibitory laws,” which at a distance might appear to ¢ stain
our codes,” will hasten.to remove the impediments to the
exercise of henevolence and humanity. They will annex
the condition that the emancipated shall Jeave the coun-
try. and he has placed a false estimate upon liberty, who
believes that there are many who would refuse the boon,
when coupled even with such a condition.’

Here there was compulsion, both in principle and pre-
cept. In the laws of Maryland, and elsewhere, were
found abundant evidence of compulsion in practice, and
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where there weye no direct acts forcing them to depart,
a public sentiment had becn created, which in its mani-
fold operations, brought the colored man, crushed and !lope-
less, to the conclusion, that it would be better for him to
say farewell to home and country, than remsin a proverb
and a nuisance amongst a ‘)l‘elJlldl(:e{‘. and persecuting peo-
ple. No colored man could justly be said to go to Libe-
ria or elsewhere, with his free and unconstrained consent,
until the laws were equal; -the treatment kind; prejudice
founded on complexion destroyed; and he presented him-
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For example=wheit a mob assailed the inhabitants in

ew York—broke up their meetings—assaulted their per-
sons, and sacked the house of Mr. Lewis Tappan—that
mob could, in the midst of their ruffian-like, and feloni-
ous exploits, most unaniinously and heartily shout ¢ three
cheers for the Colonization Society,’ and ¢ away with the
niggers.” In travelling in_steamboats and stage-coaches,
he (Mr. Thompson) had invariably found that his most
furious and malignant opponents, and the most determined
haters of the black man, were loud in their profession of

self a voluntary agent, and asked the to transport

attach to the principles and plans of the society.

hiin to a foreign shore. As one proof that compulsion
had been openly and unblushingly advocated, he would
quote the words of Mr. Broadnax, in the Virginia House
of Delegates :—

¢It is idle to talk about not résorting to force, every
body must look to the introduction of force of some kind
vr other—and it is in truth a question of expediency, of
moral justice, of politieal good faith—whether we shall
fairly delineate our whole system on the face of the bill,
or leave the acquisition of extorted consent to other pro-
cesses. ‘I'he real question, the only question-of magni-
tde to be settled, 13 the great pteliminar{ question—Do
you intend to send the free persons of color out of Vir-
ginia, or not? i

¢ 1t the free negroes are willing to go, they will go—
if not willing they must be compelled to go. Some gen-
tlemen think it politic not now to insert this feature in the
bill, though they proclaim their readiness to resort to it
when it becomes necessary ; they think that for a year or
two a sufficient number will consent to go, and then the
rest can be compelied. For my part, I deem it better to
appr«l)ach the question and settle it at once, and avow it

- openly. .

P 1 have already expressed it as my opiaion, that few,
very few, will voluntarily consent to emigrate, if no
COMPULSORY measure be adopted.

¢« I will not express, in its full extent, the idea T enter-
tain of what has been done, or what enormities will be
perpetrated to induce this class of persons to leave the
state. Who doesnot know that when a free negro, by crime
or otherwise, has rendered himself obnoxious to a neigh-
borhood, how easy is it for a party to visit him one night,
take him from his bed and fami;g, and a&ply to him the
gentle admonition of a SEVERE FLAGELLATION,
to induce him to consent to go away? 1In a few nights
1he dose can be repeated, perhaps increased, until, in the
language of the physicians, quantum suff. has been ad-

ministered to produce the desired operation ; and the fel- -

Jlow then becomes PERFECTLY WILLING to move
away.’

Finally, on this part of the subject he would cite the
Rev. R. J. Breckinridge, who, at the annual meeting of
the American Colonization Sociely, in 1834, had used the
fullowing language :— .

¢ Two years ago, I warned the managers of the Virgin-
ia busiuess, and yet they sent out TWO SHIP LOADS
OF VAGABONDS, not fit to go to such a place, and
they were COERCEDaway as truly asif it had been done
with a CART WHIP/!

His grand complaint against the Colonization Society,
was this—that, instead of grappling with the reigning pre-
judices of the community, it falsely assumed the invinci-
bility of those prejudices, an ded to legislate ac-
cordingly. They thus sanctioned and perpetuated the
greatest souree of suffering and wrong to the colored pop-
ulation. The prejudice against the people of color had
greatly incrcased since the formation of the society. The
present supporters of the society were those who thor-
oughly loathed the free people of color, and the most cruel
aad sanguinary opponcnts of the abolitionists, were the
buisterous defenders of the American Cnlonization Socicty.

Why had not the wise and benevolent members of the so-
ciety denounced that prejudice? B the best among
them were themselves partakers of that prejudice. It was
evident from all that Mr. Breckinridge had said, that he
was deeply imbued with that prejudice. It gave tone and
color, and direction to all his remarks. Such men might
profess to love the black man, but they were likely to be
suspected of insincerity, when they uniformly manifested
their love by driving the object of it as far away as pos-
sible. SucK a mode of expressing love was contrary to
all our ideas of the natural manifestations of that feeling.
If the Colonization Society was indeed so full of benev-
olence and mercy, how was it that its character was so
misunderstood by the colored people, for whose special
beunefit it had been originated ? Surely they were likely
to be the best judges of its effect upon their welfare and
happiness. hat was the fact? The entire free colored
population of the United States were opposed to the ex-
patriating project. But his opponent would say it was
owing to the abuse poured upon the society by the foul-
mouthed abolitionists. He (Mr. T.) should, however,
deprive the gentleman of this refuge, by laying before
the meeting a very interesting fact which would at once show
the feelings of the colored people when the plan was first
submitted to them. It would show that in a meeting of
three thousand, convened in the city of Philadelphia, to
decide whether the society should or should not receive
their countenance, they decided against it without a dis-
sentient voice. He would lay before them a letter written
by a highly respectable, enlightened and wealthy gentleman
o¥ color in Philadelphia—Mr. James Forten. ﬁshe letter
was written to the Editor of the New England Spectator,
in consequence of a remark made by Mr. Gurley, during
the debate in Boston:

PHILADELPHIA, JUNE 10TH, 1835,

Rev. W, 8. Porter,—Dear Sir,—I cheerfully comply
with the request contained in your note of the 3d. inst.,
to give you a brief statement of a meeting held in 1817,
by the people of color in this city, to express their opinion
on the Liberia project. It was the largest meeting of col-
ored persons ever convened in Philadelpbia, I will say
3,000, though I might safely add 500 more. To show you
the deep interest evinced, this large assemblage remained
in almost breathless and fixed attention, during the read-
ing of the resolutions and other business of the meeting ;
and when the question was put in the affirmative, you
might have heard a pin drop, so profound was the silence.
But when in the negative, one long, loud, aye, tremend-
ous NO, from this vast audience, seemed as if it would
bring down the walls of the building. Never did there
appear a more unanimous opinion. Every heart seemed
to feel that it was a life and death question. Yes, even then,
at the very onset, when the monster came in a guise to
deceive some of our firmes} friends who hailed 1t as the
dawning of a brighter day for our oppressed race,—even
then we penetrated through its thickly-laid covering, and
heheld it prospectively as the scourge which in after
years was to grind us lo the earth, .and by a series of un-
relenting persecution, force us into involuntary exile.

I was not a little surprised to learn that Mr, Gurley pro-
fessed to be ignorant of this fact ; For in the African Re-
pository he reviewed Mr. Garrison’s Thoughts on African



40

Colenization ; and a whole chapter of the work, if I mis-
take not, is taken up with the sentiments of the people of
color on colonization, commencing with the Philadelphia
meelini. Perhaps Mr. Gurley did not read that chapter.
But if his memory is not very treacherous, he ought to
have knewn the circumstance, for 1 related it to him my-
selfin a conversation which I had with him at my house
one eveaing in eompae? with the Rev. Robert J." Breck-
inridge and our beloved friend, William Lleyd Garrison.
T bject of colonization was warmly discussed ; and
I well recollect bringing our mceting of 1817 forward as
a proof ef our early and decided opposition to the meas-
ure. No doubt Mr. Garrison also remembers it.

Three meetings were held by usin 1817. The two first
you will find in the ¢ Thoughts on Colonization,’ part 2d,
page 9. Of the protest and remonstrance adopted at the
third meeting, I send you an exact copy. Itis in answer
to an address to the citizens of NewYork and Philadelphia,
calling upon them to aid a number of persons of color,
whom they said were anxious to join the projected colo-
ny in Africa. Those persons were most) lProm the South,
and it was to disabuse the public mincfv on the subjeet,
that our meeting was held. .

Iremain, with great respect,
Yours, AMES FORTEN.

He [Mr. T.] could pledge himself that such were still
the feelings of the free colored people of America.
‘Wherever they a glimmering of light upon the
subject, they utterly abhorred the Society, and would as
soon consent to be cut to pieces as sent to any of the col-
onies prepared for their recepon. Was it not then too
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man with coldness, unkindness, or contempt, on account
of his_complexion, was to quarrel with the maker of us
all. They held that this prejudice should be given up;
and .thg colored man be treated as a white man, accordin
to his intellect, morality, and fitness for the duties of civﬁ
life.  They did not interfere with those tastes by which
human beings were regulated in entering into the nearest
and most permanent relations of life. They confined
themselves to the exhibition of gospel truth upon the sub-
ject, and left it to an overruling and watchful providence
to guard and control the consequences springing from a
faithful and fearless discharge of duty. = Mr. Thompson
concluded by observing, that he idered the readi
way to make men curse their existence, and their God,
was (o oppress and enslave themn on account of that com-
plexion, and those peculiarities, which the creator of the
world had stamped upon them.

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE said he would commence with a
with a slight allusion to two references which had been
made to himself by Mr. Thompson. And in regard to
certain passages which had been read from speeches of his,
he would only eay that he had never written or uttered a
single word on this subject which he would not rejoice to
see laid before the British public. But he had a right to

plain of the in which these passages had been
quoted. It was not fair, he contended, to break down a
passage and read only half a sentence, passing over the
other half because it would not answer the purpose of the
reader, in fact, because it would alter the sense of the
E::sage altogether. He charged Mr. T. with havin
en guilty of this in the last quotation which he bad
made, and in order to show the true meaniog of the gar-

bad that christians should be called upon to support a So-
ciety 8o utterly at variance with the wishes amf feelings o
the parties most nearly concerned ? As a few moments
yet remained he would occupy it in quoting the opinions
of two gentlemen—DMinisters of religion, and standing
high in their own country—who had furnished Jamentable
evidence of the extent to which prejudice might possess
otherwise strong and enlarged minds. The first quotation
was from a report of a Committee at the Theological
Seminary at Andover, Massachusetts, presented to the
Colonization Society of that Institution in 1823. It was
from the pen of the Rev. Leonard Bacon; now pastor of
a Congregational Church at New Haven, Connecticut.

“ The Soodra is not farther separated from the Brah-
min, inregard to all his Frivileges, civil, intellectual, and.
moral, than the negro is from the white man, by the preju-
dices which Tesult from the difference made between them
by the God of nature. A barrier more difficult to be sur-
mounted than the institution of the Caste, cuts off, and
while the present state of society continues, must always
cut off, the negro from all that is valuable in citizenship.”

The other was hig'opponent on that platform; who, in a
letter to the New York Evangelist, had said, that emanci-
pation, to be followed by amalgamation at the option of
the parties would be reckless wickedness. But lest he
should misrepresent that gentleman, he would turn to the
paper and quote the passage cited.

“T know that any abelition without the consent of the
States holding the slaves, is impossible ; that to obtain
this consent on any terms, is very difficult ;—that to obtain
it without the prospect of extensive removal by eoloniz-
ation is impossible ; that to obtain_it instantly on any
terms, is the dream of ignorance ; that to expect it in-
stantly with subsequent equality, is frantic nonsense ;
and that to demand 1t, as an instant right irrespective of
consequences, and to be followed by amalgamation at the
option of the parties,is RECKLESS WICKEDNESS !

All the alarm created on the subject of amalgamation
was totally unfounded. The views of the abolitionists
were simple und scriptural. They held that there should
be no distinctions on account of color. That to treat a

f bled ¢

ge he would read it as it stood:—[See the pas-
sage as it appears in Mr. T.’s speech.] He had read this
the more particularly in order to show the consistency of
his present opinions with those which he had held and ut-
tered two years ago. They would now pereeive, he said.
that when the sentence was given entire, he said, that
setting the slaves free without reference to consequences,
constituted a material, and an omitted part of that pro-
cedure which he had characterised as reckless wickedness,
whereas by breaking it up in the middle, he was made to
say that to permit voluntary amalgamation after instant
abolition, was by itself to be so considered. He was now
ready to defend this statement, as he had at first made it.
The next thing he would refer to was the report of a
speech which he (Mr. B.) had delivered at an annual
‘meeting of the American Colonization Society. 'And
with regard to it, if he was in America, he would say de-
cidedly that it was not a fair report: that it was an unfair
report, got up by Mr. Leavitt, the Editor of the New
York Evangelist, to serve a special purpose. He would
not deny that he had said something which might give a
pretext for the report. He had charged the parent socie-
ty with having been guilty of a gross dereliction of duty
to the Colony and the cause, in sending away two ships
cargoes of negroes to Liberia, who were not fit for that
place, and he believed that those two expeditions bad done
much to injure the colony itself, as well as to impair public
confidence in the firmness and judiciousness of the parent
board. They were emigrants unfit to be sent out—the
refuse of the counties around 8. Hampton in Virginia—
who were hurried out by the violent state of public senti-
ment in_that region, after the insurrection-and massacre
there. Like a man conscious of rectitude, he had gone to
the very partics concerned, and declared his grounds of
complaint: a line of conduct he could not too often com-
mend to Mr. Thompson, and no proof could be more con-
clusive than this anecdote afforded—that the active friends
of Colonization in America, however they might differ
about details, meant kindly by the blacks, and by Africa.
Mr. B. again expressed his surprise that Mr. Thompson
should occupy the time of the meeting by repeating his
own speeches. He had adverted to this matter before, he
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said, and as he was in a poor state of health, and had
work elsewhere, and as there was much ground yet to go
over, and Mr. T. declared his materials to be most abun-
dant, he thought those repetitions might have been spared.
They who took the trouble to read the published speech-
es of thig gentleman, would find that, however exhaustless
might be the boasted stores of his facts, proofs, and illus-
trations, about what he called ¢ American slavery,’ he
was lingly ical of them. After rending six
or seven of them, he found them so very like each other,
that the same stories, in the same order, and the same
illustrations, in the saine sequence, and the same unfound-
ed charges, in the same terins of unmensured bitterness,
may be often expected, and never in vain. Indeed so
meagre was his supply of wit even, that it also went on
very few changes. *he whole case exhibited = most
striking illustration of the- truth uttered in a personal
sense by one of their own statesmen and scholars, and now
proved to be of general application, namely, thut when a
man resorted to his memory for his jokes, it was very
probable that he would draw upon his imagination for his
facts. As he (Mr. B.) had been so often asked to pro-
duce certain placards for the purpose ot substantiating
seme of his statements, there could be no better connec-
tion in which to call upon Mr. Thompson to bring for-
ward proof of those charges which he brought against
certain persons and classes of persons, unless he wished
the world to_believe that he had brought those charges
without hnvinﬁ a single iota of evidence on which to
found them. He would call upon Mr. Thompson to bring
forward his proofs in support of all those charges, those
reckless and extravagant charges which he hrought agaiust
the mivister of religion in America. Mr. Thompson had
stood before several London audiences with a runaway
slave from America, who eharged certain individuals with
unparalelled cruelty ! Amongst other things, with burning
a slave alive; a matter to which Mr. 1"s attention had in
vain been called, and his proofs demanded. He would
take no further notice of the groes things he had uttered
of the President of the United States than to say, that if
he (Mr. B.) could condescend to imitate his conduct and
utter ribaldrous things of the King of Great Britain, he
should richly deserve to be tarned with contempt out of
his sacred place. He would then proceed with his re-
marks on the Maryland colonization scheme. They
had been told by Mr. T. that the object of the Mary-
land society, was compulsory expatriation as a con-
dition precedent to freedom. When proof of this was
required, he could bring none; and when he (Mr. B.) had
showed that it was not so, but that its object was of un-
mixed good to the blacks, an object accomplished as to
many, on their showing, in the proof produced; Mr.
Thompeon turned round and said, that it was entirely con-
trary to his preconceived notions and repeated statements,
and mustbe false ! But facts are better than notions and
statements both. And what were the facts in the present
case? Why, that on the one hand, Mr. Thompson as-
serts that no slave can be manumitted in Maryland, ex-
cept he will instantly depart the country. Whereas,
Messrs. Harper, Howard, and Hoffman assert in an offi-
cial report, on the 81st of last December, that 299 mann-
missions within the state had been officially reported to
them within a year; and 1101 within four years. At the
same moment 1 have produced a record of the very names
and periods of emigration, of 140, bond and free, all told
who, within the same four years, under the action of the
very laws in question, had gone from the state; admitting
half of whom to be of those particular manumitted slaves,
there would be left 1021 more of them to prove that Mr.
T. either totally misund, d, or mis-stated that of which
he affirms—either way, his assertions are demonstrated to
be untrue. As to the laws of Maryland, of which men-
tion had been made, he had not seen them since his visit
to Boston two years ago, and in adéerting to them he had
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stated in general terms what he understood them to be.
The great ohject of these laws was said to be the driving
out o% the fiee blacks from the state of Maryland. Now,
that the means taken to promote this end were not
of that grinding and iniguitous character which Mr.
Thompson had represented them as being, would be sufii-
ciently obvious to the meeting, when it was considered
that in the state there were three times the number of free
persons of color, that were to be found in the mujority of
the free states, and considerably more than there were in
any other state in the Union. If the laws were found
more oppressive in Marylund, how did it come that the free
blacke congregnted there from all parts of America ? Or,
if they were set free by the people so much opposed to
their incrense, why did they rot rather go to Pennsylva-
nia, which was separated from Maryland only by an im-
aginary line; and where free blacks enjoyed almost the
same rights as white men? But ngain, it was said that
the colonization scheme was an awfully wicked schewme,
because it sought to prevent the increase of free persons of
color in Maryland. But if this were a grievous sin, were
the poople of Great Brtiain not equally guilty in sending
away out of the country ship londs of paupers—free
whites to other parts of the globe, in order to prevent the
incrense of pauperism in this country ? Why had not
this branch of the subject been adverted to by Mvr. Thomp-
son?  Why had he not, in the paroxysms of his infuriat-
ed eloq while abusing the American colonizationists,
not included the King and Parliament of Britain for
allowing the existence of laws, or if there be no such law,
for a practice rife in England of expatriating thousands of
paupers, not only by contributions, but at the public ex-
pense. He would be told that the paupers were sent away
to distant parts of the globe where they would be more
comfortable in every respect than they were at present.
And had Mr. T. bowels of compassion only for the black
man? Is it lawful to export a white man against his
will, at the public charge ; while it is unlawful to export
a black man with his (ree consent by private benevolence?
Is America so detestable a fluce, lKat England may law-
fully make her the receptacle of the refuse of the poor-
houses of the realm; while Africa is so sacred a place, that
no one that can even do her good is to be permitted to go
there from America—if his ekin be dark ? May Britain
say, she has more paupers than she can support—and so
make it state policy to force emigration from Ireland, by
asystemwhich makes a quarter of the people there beg bread
eight months out of twelve,~—and produces inexpressible
distress; and yet is Maryland to be precluded, on any ac-
count or upon any terms from seeking the diminution, or
rather preventing the disproportionate increase—ofa pop-
ulation, anomalous, and difticult of proper regulation %
He should be most happy to receive an explanation of
these strange contradictions ! There was another feature of
the Maryland laws, which he might mention, which for-
bade the emigration of slaves into Maryland, even along
with their owners. Mr. Thompson had prudently omit-
ted al notice of thut enactment, while he had said a grent
deal about the registmtion of free persons of color, as if
it were a most intolerable hardship. He (Mr. B.) was
unable to see in what respect the great bardship consisted.
Was not every freeholder in this country registered ? But
the free black was not allowed to leave the state of Mary-
Jand without giving notice, it was said. There was noth-
ing very oppressive in all that. It was no worse interfer-
ence on the part of the government, than for the King of
Great Britain to say to his subjects, you must return home
under certain contingencies; you shall not dwell in par-
icular places, nor fight for certain nations. Were the govern-
ment of America, because they were republicuns, not to have
the power which other nations had, of controlling the
action of that portion of their population, whosre movements
must be regarrfgl by all who regarded the peace of society
or the public good.  He admitted that soure of the laws in
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several states were hard and severe in reference to the
free colored I:opnlalion, but while he 'said so, 1t was but
fair to add, that he idered the duct of the aboli-
tionists, in spreading their new fungled uotions, had
dune much to alter these laws for the worse.  In many in-
stances the bad laws had become worse, and good liws
had become bad, solely through the imprudent conduct of
Mr. Thompson's associates. And this specific law of reg-
istration—and loss of right of residence by removal for
any considerable time out of the state; was obviously
intended to prevent fres persons of color fromn going out
and becéming 1mbued with false and bloody theories, and
then returning to disturb the public peaca. The law says
to them abide at home—or if you prefer it depart and find
a home more to youwr mind. ﬁut if you go, prudeuce re-
quests us- to prohibit your return. Mr. T”s complaints of
this euactment, showed how necessary it was to have made
it. In conclusion, he would recommend to Mr. Thomp-
son, should he ever return 10 America, he need not be so
tremendously prudent in regard to his personal safety, i
he would just not be so tremendously impradent in the
principles and proceedings he advocated and the state-
ments he made with regard to the conduct of the American

ple. He had now gone over the ussertions of Mr.

Thompson, regarding the Maryland col ic
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than the writings of those persons, who for some’ years
had formed a very small portion of the supporters of
this great interest ; and, who, withoat exception, belonged
to those classes, who at first, as had already been admit-
ted, supported it, for reasons, some of which were entire-
ly political, others perhaps severe to the slaves, and oth-
ers unjust and inconsiderate toward the free blacks. But
that directly opposite views, ts, and arg ,
conld be more amply procured from the still greater, and
still proportionately increasing party, who support this
eause, as a great, benevolent, and religious operation—
must be perfectly known to the individual himself. If he
admit this, said Mr. B., it will show his present course to
be of the same uneandid kind with all the rest of his con-
duct towards America in selecting what answered his pur-
pose; that always being the worse thing he could find—
and vepresenting it as a fair sample of all. It will do
more, it will show that what he calls proof is no proof at
all.  But if he denies my repeated representations as to
the various classes of the original supporters of the parent
society, and the preeent state of them, 1 am equally-con-
tent; as in that case, all America would have a fair cri-
terion by which to test his statements. As to the Mary-
land plan, and that pursued by the united societies of

and he trusted he had shown the unfounded nature of those
assertions, And all that had been said by Mr. T. as to
the princfrlu and objects of the colonizationists, and the
acope and influence of their course, had no other proof

Philadelphia and New York,—if they have any support-
ers except such as love the cause of the black man, of
temperance and of peace—the world has yet to find it out,
The time being expired M. B, sat down,

e e ————
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DISCUSSION.

FOURTH NIGHT—THURSDAY, JUNE 15. - .

Mr. THOMPSON eaid that before proceeding to the
subject decided upon for that evening’s discussion, he must
in justice to himsel( and his cauxe, offer a remark or
two. He had on the previous evening been struck with
aurprise at the extraordinary injustice of charging him
(Mr. T.) with xxeoting unfairly from the letter of Mr.
Breckinridge in the New York Evangeli¢t. It must have
been obvious to all, that in the first instance, he quoted
from memory, but all will recollect that with the avowed
with of avoiding ‘misrepresentation, he had gone to his
table—produced the letter, and read the paseage entire
without the omission or interpolation of a letter or a com-
ma. He therefore emphatically denied the charge of
garbling. Mr. Breckinridge did himself, immediately
afterwards, read the pussage, and read it precisely as he
(Mr. Thompson) had read it. The imputation, therefore,
was equally unfounded and unfaic. He (Mr. T.) wus
thank(ul that his argument needed not such help. It would
be as abeurd as it would be Wicked for him to attempt to
mgron his cause by any garbled statement.

e beeged also that ‘it might be distinctly understood
that he had by no exl d the evid in his
poesession on the subject of cnl ion. He could ad-
duce a thousand tines as wuch as that which had been
already brought forward. He hud much to say of the col-
ony of Liberin; the means taken to establish it, the na-
ture of the climate, the churacter of the emigrants, the
mortality amongst the settlérs, how much it had done
towards the suppression of the slave trade, &c. In fact,
he was prepared with overwhelming evidence upon every
branch of the subject, and was willing to return to it at
any moment, confident that the arguments he could pro-
duce, and the facts by which he could support them, would,
in the estimatioh of the public, destroy for ever the cluim
of the Colonization Society to be considered, a pure,
peaceful or benevolent institution. I now, said (Mr. T'.)
come to the topic immediately before us,

It is my solemn responsible duty to hring before you to-
night, the principles and measures of n large, respecta-
table, and powerful body in the United States, known b
the name of IMMEDIATE ABOLITIONISTS.
body of individuals embracing no fewer than 1500 mninis-
ters of the gospel, and men of the highest station and
largest agtainments, A hody of persons who have been
charged upon this platform’ with heing a handful, ¢so
emall that they couldP not obtain their object, and so erro-
ncons (despicable, was 1 believe, the word used,) as not
0 deserve success,’ Charged with being the enemies of
the slaveholder—taking him by the throat, and saying,
‘you great thieving, man-stealing villain, unless you in-
stantly give your slaves liberty, 1 will pitch you out of this
third ‘story window.” Charged with carrying in their
track, a pestilence like a storm of fire and brimstone from
hell; forcing ininisters of religion to seek peaceful villa-
ges not yet blasted by it.  Charged with saying they were
tent from Gord, when they possessed the fury of demons.
Charged, finally, with having ¢ thrown the caure of eman-
cipation a ¢ hundred years farther hack than it waa five
vars ago.’ These are fearful indictments, and Mr.

reckinridge has a weighty duty to fulfil to-night, for he 18
bound to sustais them. 'They have been hrought by himself,
achristian miinister, the prufeszed-friend of the sluve ; and

he must, therefore, abundantly support them by incontros
vertible evidence, or stand branded before the world a#
the worst foe of h freed the foul calumni of
the friends and advocates of the oppressed, the suffering;
and the dumb.

He would lay the principles of the American abolitions
ists before the audience in the words of their solemn and
official documents. He would go back to the commence-
ment of the five years mentioned by his opponent, and
read from the ¢ (g:nnitutinn of the New England Anti-
Slavery Society,’ a lacid exposition of the principles and
objects of the first anti-slavery society; (technically so
called,) in the United States i—

¢ We, the undersigried, hold that every person of full
age and sane mind, has a right to immediate freedom from
persunal bondage of whi ind, unless imposed
the rentence of the law for the commission of some crime.

We hold that man cannot, consistently with reason, re-
ligion, and the eternal and immutable principles of justice,
be the property of mnn.

We hold that whoevei retains his fellotv-man in bondage,
is guilty of a grievous wrong. )

We hold that a mere difference of complexion is no rens
son why any man should be deprived of any of his natural
rights, or subjected to any political disability.

While we advarice these opinions as the principles on
which we intend to act, we declare that we will not op-
erate on the existing relations of society by other than
peaceful and lawful means; and that we will give no couns
tenance to violence or insurrection. ‘

With these views, we agree to form ourselves into a
rociety, and to be governed by the rules, specified in the
fullowing constitation, viz.:—

Article 1. The sotiety shall be called tlie New England
Anti-Slavery society. :

Art. 2. Tlie objects of the society will be to endeavor,
by all means sanctioned by law, humanity, and_religion,
to effect the abolition of slavery in the United States, to
improve the character dnd condition of the free people of
color, to reform nnd correct public opinion in relation to,
their situation and rights, and obtain for then egnal civil
and political rights and privileges with the whites.”

He wonld naw pass on to thie formation of the National
Anti-Slavery Society, in Dec. 1888, and submit all that
was materia! in the ¢ Constitution of the American Antis
Slavery Soclety.’

Art. 2. The object of this society is the entire abolis !
tion of Slavery in the United States. While it admits
that each State in which slavery exists has, by the Con-|
atitution of the United States, the exclusive right to leg-!
ielate in regard to its ubolition in that state, it shall aim;
to convince all our fellow-citizens, by arguments address-!
ed to their under ings and iences, that elave-'
holding is a heinous crime int the sight of God; and that
the duty, safety,and best interest ofall concerned, require
its immediate abandonment, without expalrintum. 'he
society will also endeavor, in a Constitutional way, to in-
fluence Congress to put an end to the domestic »luve
trade; and to abolish slavery in all those portions of our

ver
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ommon country which come under its control, especially
n the District of Culumbia, and likewise to preveat the
ixtension of 1t to any stute that may hereafter be admit-
ed to the Union.

Art. 3. 'T'n] society shall aim to elevate the character
wd condition of the people of color, by encouraging their
inteilectual, moral, and religious improvement, and by re-
moving public prejudice; that thus they way, according
10 their intellectual and woral worth, share an equality
with the whites of civil and religious privileges ; but the
Society will never, in any way, couatenance the oppress-
:_d in vindicating their rights by resorting to physical
orce.

Art. 4. Any person who consents to the principles of
this constitution, who contributes to the funds of this so-
ciety, and is not a slavehulder, may be a member of this
society, and sball be entitled to a vote at its meetings.’

He would next read the ¢ preamble * to the Conatitution
of the New Hampshire State Anti-Slavery Society :

¢ The most high God hath made of one blood all the
families of man to dwell on the face of all the earth, and
hath endowed all alike with the same inalienable rights, of
which are life, liberty and the pursuit of happines; yet
there are now in this land, more than two nillions of hu-
man beings, possessed of the same deathless spirits, and
heirs to the same immortal hopes and destinies with our-
selves, who are, nevertheless, deprived of these their sa-
cred rights, and kept iju the most cruel and abject bond-
age; a bondage under which human beings are bred and
fattened for the market, and then buught, sold, mortgag-
ed, leased, bartered, fettered, tasked, scourged, beaten,
Killed, hunted, even like the veriest brutes,—nay, made
often the unwilling victims of ungodly lust; while, at the
same time, their minds are, by law and customn, generally
shut out from all access to letters, and in various other
ways all their upward tendencies are repressed and crush-
ed, s0 a8 to make their ¢ moral and religious condition
such that they may justly be considered the heuthen of
this country;* and since we regard such oppressions as one
of the greatest wrongs that man can commit against his
fellow; and existing as it does, and tolerated as it is, un~
der this free and christian government, supping its foun-
dation, bringing its institutions into contempt ainong other
nations, thus retarding the march of freedom and relig-
ion, and strengthening the hauds of despotism aud irrelig-
ion throughout the world; and since we deem it & duty to
ourselves, to our government, to the world, to the oppress-
ed, and to God, to do all we can to ead this oppression,
and to secure an immediate and entire emancipation of
the oppressed ; and believe we can act most efficiently in
the cause, in'the way of combined and organized action:—
‘T'herefore, we, the undersigned, do form ourselves into a
suciety for the purpose.’

If there was any thing for which the abolitionists as a
body were peculiarly distinguished, it was for their per-
fect uniformity of sentiments upou all great points con-
nected with the general question of elavery. 'I'his was
attributable to the clearness und fullness with which the
principles of the society had been enunciated. Not so
with the Colunization Socicty.  You quoted the language
of the most eminent of it supporters but were immediately
told that the society was not answerable for the view or
designs of its advocates. How very different n course did
the colonizationists pursue towards the Anti-Slavery So-
ciety. That society was not vnly made answerable for alt
which the abolitionists really said, and really designed,
but for things they never said, and never designed. No
sociely Was su picuous for the sunplicity of its princi-
ﬂes or the harmony of views subsisting wmnongst its mem-

rs. All regurd slavelolding s sinful. All considered

ti pation to be the duty of the master, and
the right of the slave. Al deprecated the thought of a
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servile insurrection to effect the extinction of slavery. All
abhorred the doctrine, that * the end sanctifies the means.’
But all deemed it a solenn duty to pursue with energy
and boldness the overthrow of slavery; all were one 10
believing and teaching, that the means adopted, sbould be
honest, holy, peaceful, and moral. It had been said that
the only weapon should be ©persusaion.’ He (Mr. T.)
believed that if no other weapon than ¢ persuasion’ were
resorted to, slavery would be perpetual. He believed that
the gathered, concentrated, withering scorn of the whole
world, pagan and christian, must be brought down upon
slaveholding America, ere much effect could be produced.
If this was sufficient, it would be the duty of Britain to
consider well whether it was right to hold the destinies of
the slaves of America in her hand and not act according~
ly. It would be the duty of the friends of the slave to
point to slave-grown produce, and cry, ¢ touch not, taste
not, handle not® the uccursed thing! “Great Britain had
the power, by adopting a system of probibitory duties, or
bounties, to affect very materially the question at issve ;
and he (Mr. T.) doubted not, that, if some such course
was adopted, certain of the slave states would immediate-
ly abolixh slavery that they might find a readier market
and a bigher price for their produce.

Notwithstanding, however, the precision with whicl
the abolitionists had stated their princ.ples, and the wide
publicity they had given them, designs the most black, and
measures the most monstrous and wicked, had been charg-
ed upon them. ‘I'hey had been represented as *fire-
brands,’ ¢ incendiaries,’ ¢ dirorganizers,’ and * amalgamtt-
ists >—as promoting ¢ disunion,’ ¢ rebellion,’ and ¢ the ¢in-
temixture of the races.” Again, and again, had they
solemnly disclaimed the views imputed to them, and
pointed to their pablished ¢ constitutions’> and ¢declara-
tions;’ but as often had their enemies returned to their
work of calumny and misrepresentation. How totally ub-
surd was it to charge opon the abolitionists the design of
promoting amalgamation, while under the system of slavery,
an uhuly amalgamation was going on to the most awful
extent, demonstrated by the endless shades of complexion
at the South; and, when nothing was more ohvious than
this, that when the femnale was rescued from her presemt
condition—was inspired wiih self-respect, and beciune the
protector of her own virtue,—and when fathers, und
brothers, and husbands, were free to defend the purity and
honor of their wives and daughters, the great causes, and
incentives, and facilities would cease,and cease for cver.
To prove to the world how sulemnly the abolitionists_ had
denied the imputations east upon them by their enemies,
he would read from two documents put forth during the
great excitement which prevailed through the Upited
States in August last. The American Anti-Slavery So-
ciety, in ¢ An Address to the Public,” thus anew declured
their principles and objects =—

¢ We hold that Congress bas no more right to abolish
slavery in the Southern states than in the [French West
India Islands. Of course we desire no national legiska-
tion on the subject.

We hold that slavery can ordy be lawfully abolished hy
the legislatures of the several states in which it prevails,
and that the exercise of any other than moral influence to
induce such abolition is uncunstitutional. .

We believe that Congress has the same right to abolish
slavery in the District of Columbia, that the state guvern-
meats have within their respective jurisdictions, and that
it is their duty to eflace so foul a blot from the national
escutcheon.

We believe that American citizens have the right to ex-
press and publish their opivions of the constitations, lawe,
and institutions of any und every state aud nation under
\hemeu; aud we mean never to surrender the liverty of
(rrecch, of the press, or of conscience,—blessings we have
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inherited from our fathers, and which we intend, as far as
we are able, to, transmit, unimpaired to our children.

We are charged with sending incendiary publications
to the South. If by the term incendiary is meant publi-
cations countaining arguments and facts to prove slavery to
be a moral and political evil, and that duty und policy re-
quire its immediate abolition, the charge is irue. But if
this termn is used to imply publications encouraging insur-
rection, and designed to excite the slaves to breuk their
fetters, the charge is utterly and unequivocally fulse. We
beg our fellow-citizens to notice that this charge is made
without proof, and by many who confeas that they never
read our publications, and that those who make 1t, offer
to the public no evidence from our writings in support of it.

We have been charged with a design to encourage in-
termarriages between the whites and blacks. This charge
has been repeatedly, and is now ugain denied; while we
repeat that the tendency of our senti is to put an

end to the criminal amalgamation that prevails wherever
slavery exists.’

These were only extracts from the address, which was
of considerable length, and thus coucluded:

¢ Such fellow-citizens, are our principles—Are they un-
worthy of republicans and of Christians? Or are they in
truth so atrocious, that in order to prevent their diffusion
You are yourselves willing to surrender, at the dictati
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know of no clause in the Constitution, which forbids our

saying this. We appeal to the calm judgment of the com-

raunity, to decide, in view, of recent events, whether the

measures of the friends- or those of the opposers of aboli-

tion, are more justly chargeable with the violation of the

Coustitution and laws.’ ’
" » " » » » » .

The foolish tale that we would encourage amalgamation
by interinarriage, between the whites and blacks, though
often refuted, as often re-appears. We shall content vur-
selves with a simple denial of this charge. We challenge
our opponents to point to one of our publications in which
such marriages are reconnnended. QOne of our objects is
to prevent the amalgamation now going on, so fur us cun
be done, by placing one million of the females of this coun~
try under the protection of law.

We are accused of interfereing in the domestic con-
cerns of the Southern states. e would ask those who
charge this, to explain precisely what they mean by ¢ inter-
ference.” 1f, by interference be meant any attempt to
legislate for the Southern states, or to compel them by
force or intimidation, to emancipate their slaves, we, at
once, deny any such pretension. We ure utterly opposed
to any force on the subject, but that of conscience and
reason, which are ‘mighty through God, in the pulling
down of strong holds.’ Vtye fully acknowledge, that no
in the slave-laws of the Southern states can be

of others, the invaluable privilege of free discussion, the
very birth right of Americans 7~ Will you, in order that
the abomination of slavery may be coucealed from pub-
lic view, and that the capitol of your republic may con-
tinue to be, as it now is, under the sanction of Congress,
the great slave mart of the American continent, consent
that the geueial government, in ackuowledged defiance
ofthe Coustitution and laws, shall appoint throughout the
lengih and breadth of your land, ten th nd s of

made unless by the Southern legislatures. Neither Con-
gress, nur the legislatures of the free states have authority
to change the condition of a ninilee slave in the slave
states. But, if by ¢ interference’ be intended the exer-
cise of the right of freely di ing this subject, and by
speech and through the press, creating a public sentiment,
which will reach the conscience, and blend with the con-
victions of the slaveholder, and thus ultimately woik the

the press, each of whom shall have the right 10 iuspect
every document you may commit to the post office, and
to suppress every pamphlet and newspaper, whether re-
ligious or political, which in_ his sovereign pleasure Le
may adjudge o contain an incendiary article? Surely
we need not remind you, that if you submit to such an
encroachment on your libertivs, the days of our republic
are numbered, and that although the abolitionists may be
the first, they will not be the last victims offered at the
sbrine of arbitrary power.

ARTHUR TAPPAN, President.

JOBN RANKIN, Treasurer.

WILLIAM JAY, Sec. For. Cor.

ELIZUR WRIGH'T, Jr., Sec. Dom. Cor.

ABRAHAM L. COX, M. D., Rec. Sec.

LEWIS TAPPAN, .

JOSHUA LEAVITT,

SAMUEL CORNISH,

SIMEON 8. JOCELYN,

‘THEODORE 8. WRIGHT,

New York, Sept. 3, 1835.’

The other document to which he had referred, was an
address ’ adopted at *a meeting of the Massachusetts Anti-
Shavery Socicty, duly held in Boston,on Monduy, Aug. 17,
A. D. 1835 Siguwed by W. L. Garrison, and twenty-
neven Inghly respectable citizens of Boston, on behalf of
the Massachusetts Socic}y. and others concurring gener-
ally in its principles. Ie (Mr. T.) would only quote a
few brief passages i

¢ We are charged with violating, or wishing to violate,
the Constitution of the United States. What have we
done, what have we said, to warrant this charge? We

Members of the
‘Executive Com.

plete extinction of slavery, this is a species of in-
terference which we can never consent to relinquish.”
M » * » » " »

¢ We respectiully ask our fellow-citizens, whether we are
to be deprived of these sacred privileges,—and if so,
whether the sacrifice of our rights will net involve conse-
quences dangerous to all mental, and even personal free-
om, We have violated—we mean to violate, no law.
We have acted, we shall continue to act, under the sanc-
tion of the Constitution of the United States. Nothing
that we propose to do, can be prevented by our opposers,
without violating the churter oil our rights. To the Law
and to the Coustitution we appeul.’

Such were the sentiments of the abolitionists of the
United States of Awerica. :

He (Mr. T.) would embrace the present opportunity of
eaying a few words respecting his own mission' to the
United States. It had been much denounced as #w im-
reninent foreign interference; hut he thought the charge
had neither gruce nor honesty when it canie from: those
who were engaged, and, as he believed, most conscien-
tiously and praiseworthily, in seeking by their missiona-
ries and ugents, to overturn the institutions, social, politi-
cal, and religious, of every other quarter of the globe.
Mr. Breckinridge had said " that it would be as just on his
part to ijuveigh against England on account of Rowan
Catholicism in the west of Iieland, or idolatry in India,
as it was on lus (Mr. T’s) to condemn America for the
slavery existing in thut country. The causes were not
quite parallel. “Befure they could be compared, Mr. B.
must prove that the population of Ireland were constrain-
ed to worship the Virgin Mary—that in India men were
lofc.ed, by British law, to worship idols. No British

have held public meetings, and taken other usual of
convincing our countrymen that elavebolding is sin, and,
Iike all sin, ought to be, and can be i liately uband

t was compelled, by any law of their country, or any
other country to which British sway extended, to be eith-
er a papist or an idolater. Butin Awerica men were

ed. We have said in the words of the Declnration of In-
dependence, that ¢ ALL MEN are created equal, and that
diberty is an unalienable gift of Gud to cvery man, We

converted into beasts ¢ according to law,” and their souls
and bodies crushed and degraded by a system most vigor-
ouxly enforced by the strong arm of the state. His oppo-
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nent had said, however, that elavery was not a national sin.
He (Mr. ‘I'.) had to thank a friend for suggesting an illustra-
tion of the knotty problem. Suppose a number of agricul-
turists, and merchants, and highway robbers were to
meet together to form a union, and the robbers were
to say—come, let us unite for the purposes of common se-
curity, and common prosperity : we will defend each oth-
er, and trade with each other, but we will not ¢ interfere ’
in ench other’s internal affairs. You gentlemen, and ag-
ricultorists, and merchants, shall promise that- you will
tuke no notice of my felonjous and cut-throat proceedings,
and I, on my part, will pledge my honor not to intermned-
dle in the affairs of your farms or counting-houses : and
suppose they were to shake hands, complete the bargain,
and ratify ‘an indissoluble union of agriculturists, mer-
chants and highway robbers ! would the world hold the
farmer or the merchant guiltless?  Mr. B. had said much
«of the purity and ipation principles of M cefts,
New Hampshire and Maine. How came it to pass, then,
that they were in terms of such close and cordial fellow-
ship with South Carclina and Georgia, and Louisiana,
and so ready to mob, stone, and outlaw those who d
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tionists of the United States of America and Great Britain,
with a view to the abolition of slavery and the slave trade
throughout the world.’ '

The principles of American societies, his owa princi-
ples, and the objects proposed by his mission to America,
were now before hiy opponent.” He called upon him to
throw aside his quibbles on legal technicalities, and point
out, if he were able, any thing in the documents he bad
read, or the sentiments he had advanced, inconsistent with
the spirit of Christianity, or the genius of rational free-
dom. It had been said that abulitionism was ¢ quack-
ery,’ only four years old. He would give them a little of
the quackery of Benjamnin Franklin, in the year 1790.
He held in his band a petition drawn up by that celebrat-
ed man, and adopted by the ¢ Pennsylvama Society for
the Abolition of Slavery,’ the preamble of which recog-
nizes the doctrines which are maintained by American
abolitionists at the present day,and expresses the (now in-
cendiary) desire of diffusing them ¢ wherever the evils of
slavery exist.” Of this society, Dr. Franklin was elected
President, and Dr. Rush the Secretary. In 1790, this

it their duty fo cry alond on behalf of the oppressed ? 'To
return to his own mission. He would never condescend

to apologize for speaking the truth. He had a conunission

direct from the skies, to rebuke sin and comparsionate
suffering wherever on the face of the earth they existed.
“I'his world belonged to God; and all men were his sub-
jects and his (Mr. Thompson’s) brethren. Men might be
naturally divided by rivers, and oceans, and mountains;
—they might be politically divided by different forms of
government, and specified lines of demarcation, but he
(Mr. T.) took the Bible in bis hand and deemed himself
at liberty to address every human being on the face of the
earth in reference to those eternal principles of justice and
truth, which are alike in all countries and in all ages,
and which the subjects of God’s moral government every
where are bound to respect. He would say to America,
and to England, silence your cry of foreign interference,
or call home your missionaries from India, and ‘China,
and Constantinople. ‘To show that the object of his mis-
sion was in accordance with the spirit of the gospel, he
would read an extract from an article in the first number
of the ¢ Abolitionist,’ the organ of ¢ The British and For-
eign Society for the Universal Abolition of Slavery and
the Slave Trade’—a Society with which he was connect-
ed when he went to America, and whose agent he still
was. The object of his mission was thus set forth :—

-¢1. To lecture in the principal cities and towns of the
frce states, upon the character, guilt, and tendency of
slavery, and the duty, necessity, and advantages of im-
mediate aud entire abolition. These addresses will be
founded upon those great principles of humanity and relig-
ion which have been so fully enunciated in this country,
and will consequently be wholly uneonnected with partic-
ular and local politics. This werk will be carried on un-
der the advice, and with the co-operation of the anti-
slavery socielies at present in existence in the United
States.

2. 'F'o aim, by every christian means, at the overthrow
of that prejudice against the colored classes, which now
so lamentably prevails through all the states of America ;
and to regard as a principal mean to obtain this desira-
bie object, their elevation in intellectual and moral worth,

3. To suggest to the friends of negro fieedom in the
United States. the adoption and prosecution of such meas-
ures as were found conducive to the cause of abolition in
this country, and may be found applicable to the existing
eircumstances in that,

4. To seek access to the influential persons of various
religious denominations, and especially to the ministers
of the gospel, for the purpose of explanatory conversa-
tion on the subjects of slavery and prejudice.

5. To endeavor to cffect a_junction between the aboli-

society pr d to the first Congress a petition, from
which the following is an extract :—

“From a persuasion that equal liberty was originally
the portion and is still the birthright of all men, and influ-
enced by the-strong ties of humanity and the prineiples
of their institutions {onr memorialists conceive them-
selves bound to use all justifiable endeavors to loosen the
bands ef slavery,and promote a general enjoyment of the
blessings of freedom. Under these impressions they ear-
nestly entreat your serious attention (o the. subject of
slavery ; that you may be pl diwoe nce the res-
toration to liberty of those unbappy mex, who alowe in a
land of {reedom” are degraded tuto perpetual bhondage,
and who, amidst the general joy of sarroonding freemen,
are groaning in servile subjection, that you will devise
mepns for removing this inconsistency frem the character
of the American people; that yon will promote mercy and
justice towards this oppressed race, and that yott will step
to the very verge of the power vested in you, for discour-
aging every species of traffic in the persons of our fellow-
me|

Signed, BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, President.
Philadelphia, Feb. 2, 1790.

Besides the venerable Franklin in 1790, he _might refer
1o the truly able speech of the Rev. David Rice, in the
Covention held at Danville, Kentucky, before or soon
after the petition just read—to the sermon of Jonathan
Edwards, the younger, int the year 1791—and to a most
excellent sermon by Alexander M’Leod, thirough whose
Jabors chiefly, the Reformed Presbyterians were brought
to the determination to rid their church of slavery, an ob-
ject they accomplished in the year 1802. 1t vasa pain-
ful fact that the American comunnity had retrograded in
f-eling and sentiment on the subject of slavery. The anti-
slavery feeling of 1820, was neither so pure nor so strong
as in 1800, or 1790; and in 1830, the feeling had become
still weaker, and the yiews of the community still more
corrupted. ‘This was owing to the furmation of the Col-
onization Society, which, like a great g nge, gathered v
and absarbed the anti-slavery feeling of the country, am‘r.
by proposing the removal of the colored population, and
corstantly preaching such doctrines as were calculated
to advance that object, drew public attention away from
the duty of i diat ipation on the soil, and caus-
ed the christian community to rest in a scheme based upon
expediency, and fully in unison with their prejudice
against color, To those who cempared the various sen-
timents contained in the writings and speeches of the col-
onizationists, with the pure and uncompromising princi-

les advocated towards the close of the last, and the
ginniug of the present century, nothing was more ob-
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vious than the fact he had just stated, namely, that there

bad been a gradual giving up of sound views and princi-
les, for others accommudated to the prejudices, and
interests, and fears of the different portions of the com-
mnnil}'. For instance, nothing was more common in the
of the Colonization Society, than the recognition

of a right of property in man; to find the advocates of
the society, when speaking of the slaveholder and his
slaves, saying, ¢ we hold their slaves us we hold their oth-
er property sacred.” Mr. Breckinridge might say, ¢ these
are not my opinions,’ but he must know they were the pub-
lished opinions of the managers and chief advocates of
the society, and it was for him to explain how he could
lend a society his countenance and aid, which promulgat-
ed and upheld so impious a doctrine as the right of pro-
perty in God’s rational, ble, and i tal crea-
tures. He (Mr. T.) knew, howover, that the society
could assume all colors, and preach all kinds of doctrines.
emancipation, and at an-
other increasing the value of slaves, and securing the mnas-
ter in the possession of them. It had one face for the
North, and another for the South—a-very Proteus, enact-
ing every sort of character; having no fixed principles—
never consistent with itself in any thing Lut its determina-
tion by all means to get rid, if possible, of the colored
man. ~ If there was any thing which, more than another,
was calculated to demonstrate the true character and ten-
dency of the society, it was the opinion every where
it by the colored population. It

oatheg and abhorred the society.

was a fact that they

. No man advoeating it could be popular amongst thew.

Even Mr. Breckinridge, with all his virtues and benevo-
lence, was regarded by the colored people as practically
their enemy, by helping to sustain a society which they
regarded as the most effective engine of oppression ever
invented. Surely they were qualified to formn a judgment
upon the subject. They had looked into its workings—

. they had narrowly watched its movments, and had satisfied

themselves that it was full of all unrighteousness. 1f, on
the otber hand, the abolitionists were, by their measures,

".’ doing vast injury to the cause of the free colored people,

how came it to pass that they had the Jove and confidence
of that entire class of the lation. How was it that
even the arch-fiend of abolition, George Thompson was
by them caressed and beloved, and that they would hang
for bours on the accents of his lips—and that the tear of
gratitude would start into their eyes wherever he met
them? The secret was soon told. He (Mr. T.) spoke
to them, and of them as men. He compromised none of
their rights—he exhibited no prejudice against their com-
plexion. He did not recommend exile as their only way
of escape from their present and dreaded ills. He
prea justice, and kindness, and repentance to their
tors, and maintained the right of the bleeding eap-
tive to full and unconditional liberty, with all the privile-
ges and honors of humanity. Therefore they loved him
—therefore they would lay down their lives for him. He
would read a list of places, in all of which the colored
people had held meetings, and denounced the plans of the
Colonization Society, viz.:— .

Philadelphia, New York, Boston, Baltimore, Washing-
ton; Brooflyn and Rochester, in the state of New York;
Hartford, Middleton, New Haven, and Lyme, in the state
of Connecticut; Columbia, Pittsburg, Lewistown and
Harrisburg, in the state of Pennsylvama; Providence, in
the state of Rhede Island; Trenton, in the state of New-
Jersey; Wilmington, in the state of Delaware; New
Bedford, Nantucket, in the state of Massachusetts; in
the National Convention of the free colored persons, held
in Philadelphia in 1831—by thc eame Convention in
1832, and, he believed, in every subsequent Convention.
To return to the anti-slavery societies of the United
States. He (Mr. T.) knew thew to be composed of the
finest and purest elements in the country. They were
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numerous and powerful. It would soon be proved that,.
with the blessing of God, they were omnipotent. Know-
ing the piety, intelligence, wealth, and energy of the ubo-
litionists of America, it required some effort to be calm,.
when Mr. Breckinridge stood before a British audience,.
and compared them to Falstaff’s ragged regiment. The
society in Kentucky might be small in regard to numbers..

_He believed, however, they were highly respectable. He

referred to Mr. J. G. Birney on this point. Mr. Breck-
inridge might represent on the present occasion, if it

leased him, the abolitionists of his (Mr. B’s) country as
Li arly, odious, and de:ricahle; but if he lived teo revis-
it England (and he hoped he might) he believed he would
then have to find some other illustration of their charac-
ter, numbers. and appearance, than the ragged regiment of
Shakespeare’s Falstaff.

Having stated the principles of the anti-slavery socie-
ties in America, he would exhibit, in the words of the
Philadelphia declaration of sentiments, their mode of op-
erations. ‘I'he National Society, formed during the Con-
vcia.ntion.), thus made known to the world its intended course:
of action :—

We shall organize anti-slavery societies, if possible, in
every city, town and village in our land.

We shall send forth agents to lift up the voice of re-
monstrance, of warning, of entreaty and rebuke.

We shall circulate, unsparingly, and extensively, anti- .
slavery tracts and periodicals. ,

We shall enlist the ¢ Pulpit,” and the ¢ Press’ in the
cause of the suffering and the dumb.

We shall aim at the purification of the churches from
all participation in the guilt of slavery. g

We shall encourage the iabor of freemen rather than
that of slaves, by giving a preference to their produe-
tions ; and

We shall spare no exertions nor means to bring the
whole nation 1o speedy repentance.

Our tiust for victory is solely in GOD. We may be
personally defeated, but our principles never. Truth,
Justice, reason, numanity, must and ‘will gloriously tri-
amph. Already a bost i3 coming up to lge help of the
Lord against the mighty, and the prospeet before us is full
of encouragement.

Submitting this declaration to the candid examination
of the people of tms country, and of the friends of liberty
throughout the wo:ld, we kereby affix our signatures to it’;

ledging ourselves that, under the guidance and by the

elp of Almighty God, we will do all that in us lies, consis-
tently with this declaration of our principles, 1o overthrow
the most execrable system of slavery that has ever been
witnessed upon earth ; to deliver our land from its dead-
liest curse ; to wipe out the foulest stain which rests upon
our national escutcheon; and to secure to the coldred

opulation of the United States all the rights and privi-
eges which belong to them as men and as Americans—
come what may to our persons, our interests or our repu-
tations—whether'we live to witness the triamph of liberty,
justice, and bumanity, or perish untimely as martyrs in
this great, benevolent, and holy cause.

Signed ip the Adelphi Hall, in the city of Philadelphia,
on the 6th day of December, A. D. 1833.

Troe to the pledges given in this declaration, the abo-
litionists had printed, preached, and prayed withouc ceas-
ing. As a proofof what they were doing in one department
of their work, he would exhibit a number of newspapers,
tracts, pamphlets, and other periodicals, which were in cir-
culation throughout the country. Mr. Thompson then pro-
duced copies of the Slave’s Friend, Anti-Slavery Record,
Anti-SiaveryAnecdotes, H Rights, E ipator, Lib-
erator, New York FEvangelist, Zion’s Herald, Zion’s
Watchman,'Philadelphia Independent Weekly Press, Her-
ald of Freedom, Lynn Record, New England Spectator,
&c., and an Anti-Slavery Quarterly, edited by Professor
Wright, the Sccretary of the National Society, and dis-
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tinguished by considerable literary talent. These were
the means pursued by the abohtionists. ‘I'hey were
peaceful and honorable means, and, under God, would
‘prove effectual to bring the blood cemented fabric of
slavery to the ground. Other than moral and constitu-
tional the aboliti sought not to employ:
Theirs would not be the glory reaped upon the crimson
field amidst the carnage and the din of war. 'Their vic-
tory would not be a victory achieved by the use of car-
nal weapons, effecting the {reedom of one man by the de-
struction of another. ‘Their victory would be a victory
won by the potency of principles drawn from the gospel
of the Prince of Peace—their glory the glory of those
who had olbtained & bloodless c t over the ien-
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relation to the great di;rlay of abholition publications
which had been made by Mr. Thompson on the platform,
that one of the papers lying there on the table, had advo-
cated his principles and cause when he was in Boston,
and likely to he mobbed at the instigation, as he believed,
of Mr. Garrison. Some of the remainder of the publica-
tions were, he believed, long ago dead; some could
hardly be said ever to have lived; some were purely oc-
casional; the greater part as limited in circulation as
they were contemptibe in point of merit. Not above two
or three of the dozen or fifteen that had been produced
before them—and the names of which he (Mr B.) requir-
ed to- be recorded—were, in fact, worthy to be called,

ble and avowed abolition newspapers. But to

ces and hearts of men. In the full conviction that the
principles he (Mr. Thompson) had that night maintained,
were the principles of the word of God, he would still
prosecute the work to which he had for some years de-
voted himeeif. He called upon thore around him to be
true to those principles, and to continue zealously to ad-
vocate them, and leave the consequences in the hands of
God. Let the friends of human rights again rally under
the banner which had aforetime led them to battle—under
which they had together fought aud together triumphed—
and remember that the motto inscribed upon its ample
folds—a motto which, though oft abused, had oft sustain-
ed t'hem in the hour of conflict—was, Fiat Justitia ruat
Ceelum.

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE rose. Having taken a good
many notes of what Mr. Thompeon had said in the
speech now delivered, he was prepared for replyinhg if an
opportunity were presented after he should have finished
saying what seemed to him more pertinent to the subject
in hand. In the mecantime he would introduce what he
had now fo =ay, by reading another version of the events

which had heen represented as one of Mr. Thompson’s

come to the point immediately in hand. He would on the
present occasion attempt to show that abolition was not
worthy to supy the colonization scheme in the affec-
tions of Americans, or Britains, or of any other thinking
people. He acknowledged that there were many respec-
table men in the ranks of the abolitionists; but these,
almost without exception, had been at one time coloniza-
tionists, and had he time he might show that many of them
had deserted the Colonization Society on some peculiar
and personal grounds, not involving t{e principles of the
canse. He was prepared to show, however, that by
whomsoever supported, the principles of the abolitionists
were essentially wrong, nmP that' their practice was still
worse. He had not access to the voluminous documents
brought forward by Mr. 'I'hompson. Mr. Thompson had,
indeed, that evening, on this platform, publicly offered
him access to them. Had that offer been made at the
beginning of the discussion, instead of the end of it, or
during the four or five days spent in Glasgow before it
commenced, it might have been turned to some advantage.
But as it was, the audience would know how to appreciate
it; and he must rely solely upon memory when he stated

triumphs at Boston :—

Mr. May introduced a resolution denouncing the Col-
onization Sociely as unworthy of patronage, because it
disseminates opinions unfavorable to the inierest of the
.colored people.

‘Mr. Gurley replied. He finished the consideration of
‘Mr. May’s objeciions, went into an exposilion of the ad-
-vantages of the Colonization Society, and contrasted its
claims with those of the Anti-Slavery Society. In doing
this, he exhibiled a hand bill, baving a large cut of a ne-
f{m in chains, with some iufl tory es under it.

ere he was interrupted by hisses, which were answered
by clapping. Mr. George ‘I'hompson rose and attempted
to address the meeting. This increased the confusion.
Cries of ‘sit down—shame—be silent—let Mr. May an-
swer if he can—no foreign interference,” &ec., from all
parts of the hall. Mr. Thompson persevered, as few men
would have done, but at last yielded to the evident deter-
mination of the audience, and took his seat. ‘I'he hall
then became still, and Mr. Gurley proceeded.

We do not know that any anti-colonizationist was con-
vinced by these discussions ; except men who are commit-
ted against the society, we believe the ver general opin-
ion is, that their overthrow on the field of argument was
as complete as any could desire. ltis evident that the
cause of the Colonization Society is gaining a bold on
the convictions and affections of the people of New Eng-
land, stronger than it ever had hefore. We say this in
view of facts, which are coming to our knowledge from
various parts, The storm of abuse and misrepresenta-
tion with which it has been assailed, is beginning already
to contribute to its strength.

Now he be, to remark that the paper from which
‘he had read foregoing extract, the New York Obser-
ver, together with the one from which it was originally
taken, the Boston Recorder, printed more matter weekly
than all the avowed abolition newspapers in America, put
together, did ja half a year. He would notice farther, in

the principles promulgated hy abolitionists; though at the
same time, he pledged himself that his statements not
only were intended to be, but were, substantially correct
anJventirely lid. The abolitionists held, then, in the
first place, as a fundamental truth, that every humaa
being had an instant right to be free, irrespective of con-
sequences to himself ans others ; consequently that it was
the duty of mnsters to set free their slaves instantly, and
irr ive of all quences; and, of course, sinful to
exercise the powers of a master for one moment, or for
any purpose. This was, in eubstance, the great princi-
ple on which the abolitionists acted—a principle which he
was now prepared to question. He had on a former ocs
casion shown that there were only two parties responsi-
ble for the existence of slavery, namely, individual slave-
holders, and slaveholding communities. He would now
attempt to prove, that as applied to either of these, this
principle was not only false, but that it was a mere fig-
ment, and calculated to produce tremendous evil. Let
them first attend to what the abolitionists say to the indi-
vidual slaveholder. Perhaps the person addressed was an
inhabitant of Louisiana; where, if it is not directly con-
trary to law to manumit a slave—the law refuses to recoEi
nize the act. Was he to be told, then, that he shou

turn off his slaves, the young and helpless along with the
old and the infirm, with the certain knowledge that so
soon as they left his plantation, they would commence
a career of trouble and sorrow, most likely to end in
their being seized, imprisoned, fined, and again enslaved.
Mr. Thompson had mentioned, in nearly all his printed
speeches, the case of a certain colored man, who had
been thrown iuto prison at Washington city, apd sold into
eternal slavery to discharge the fees which accrued by
reason of his oppression. Now, he (Mr. B.) took leave
to say that this story was false in toto. It was customary
in some parts of America to sell vagabonds, in order to
make up their jail fees; but they were bound for no long-
er a period than was necessary to do this. The system
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was this—they were taken up as vagrants. If they were
able and willing to show that they had some regular and
honest s of livelihood, they were of course acquitted
and discharged; but when they were unable to do this,
they were sold for as much- as would pay the fees of de-
tention, trial, &c. 'That any person, black or white, once
recognised by the law as free, was ever sold into everlast-
ing slavery, be positively denied, and demanded proof. In
Louisiana, however, it being illegal to manumit a glave,
those whom the abolitionists would set free, would not be
considered free in the eye of the law. They might be bar-
rassed, imprisoned as vagabonds, sold to pay expenses, a8
vagabonds, and so soon as set free again imprisoned. He
admitted that such proceedings would be inexcusable; but
what was a benevolent an who had the welfare of his
slave really at heart, to do with an eye to them ? 'T'o act
:Fon the abolitionist principle, woufd be to consign the

ave to incalculable misery, for they had but one lesson
to teach—turn loose the slaves, and leave consequences to
God! The Colonizationists, however, are provided with
a better remedy. If Louisiana would not countenance
manumission, nor snffer manumitted slaves to remain with-
in her bounds, with the usual privileges of freemen, let
them be taken to some other state, where such laws did
not exist; or if this should wot, oa the whole, be desira-
ble, let them be takem to Liberia. No, repeats Mr.
Thompson; discharge your slaves at once, and leave the
consequences to God. If, by the wicked Jaws of Louisi-
ana, they are left to starve, or driven to desperation, or
sold again into slavery, the responsibility is theirs; do
you your duty in setting themn immediately at Jiberty 2 It
would require, however, that a humane individual should
be very strongly impressed with the truth of this principle
before he could persuade himself to do that which was evi-
deatly so cruel in its immediate eflects, and so likely to be
ruinous in those that are more remote. Yet, that princi-
ple was, to say the least, extremely doubtful; and ought
not, at every hazard, to be cramed down the throats of an
entire nation. If the laws of the community were bad,
as he admitted it to be the case, he supposed it was the
duty of enlightened citizens to seek a change of that law
by proper means, but not in the meantie to do that
which would be totally insubordinate to the state, and inju-
rious to all parties. Whether, moreover, it was either
fair or candid to denounce, as had been done, the free
states a8 being participators in slavery, because, though
they did not themselves hold a property in slaves, they
did not choose to swallow such nostrums even without
chewing, could not be a question. If it was so doubtful
whether duty to the slaves themselves rendered the imme-
diate breaking up of all relations between them and their
masters a proper or even a permitted thing, it was still
more questionable, whether our dutics to the state may not
imperiously forbid what our “duties to the slave have
already warned us against. 1 have omitted all consid-
erations of a personafor selfish kind—all rules of conduct
drawn from what is due to one’s self, one’s family, or
one’s lition, or engag ts. Common benevolence
forbids, as we have seen, and common {oyalty prohibits,
as we shall see—what a man must do, or lie under the
curse of abolitionism. For, though it be our duty to seek
the amendment of bad laws, because they are bad, it is
equally our duty to obey laws because they are laws, unless
it is clear that greater ill will follow from obedience, than
from disobedience. Now all our slave states are perfectly
willing that their citizens should emancipate their slaves;
onl many of them insist on their dving 1t elsewhere, than
wit{lin their borders.  Aslong as other lands exist, ready to
receive the manumitted slave, and certain to he benefitted by
his reception, itis to preach treason, as well as cruelty, and
folly as well as either, to assert the bounden duty of the in-
dividual slaveholder, at all hazards, to attempt an impos-
sibility on the instant, rather than accomplish a better

-vesalt by foresight, preparation, und suitable delay. It
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may therefore be boldly said that instant surrender of the
authority of the master, irrespective of all other consid-
erations, must, in many cases, be a great crime in the indi-
vidual slaveholder. H&; would now speak of this abolition
principle to which he had adverted as a rule of conduct:

“for slaveholding communities. In this respect, also, he

considered that it was at best extremely questionable.
Let us illustrate the principle by the oft-repeated case of
the District of Columbia. Abolitionism asserts that it is
the clear duty of Congress to abolish slavery instantly in
that. District, without regard to what may occur after-
terwards in consequence of that act. Let us admit, that
the dissolution of the federal union is a consequence not
worthy of regard—even when distinctly foreseen; and
that all the evils attendant on such a result, to human so-
ciety, and to all the great interests of nan throughout the
earth, are as nothing, compared with the establishment of
a doubtful definition, having an antiquity of at least four
years, and a paternity disputed between Mr. Garrison and
Mr. Thompson. As a principle concerning no other crea-
ture but the slaves of the District, and no interest but
theirs, it can be shown to he false. If Congress were in-
stantly to abolish slavery there, with a tolerable certainty
that every slave in the District would be removed, and con-
tinued with their issue in perpetual slavery; when, by an
arrangement with the owners, they might so prospectively
abolish it as te secure the freedem of every slave in five
or ten years, and of their issue as they successively arriv-
ed at twenty or twenty-five years of age; if Congress
could do the latter, and were in peference to do the form-
er, they would deserve the execrations of the world. The
first plea is Mr. Thompson and abolitionism; the second
express my principles and those of the despised gradual-
ists. At all events, the truth of the principle involved in
the former supposition was not so manifest as to justify
Mr. Thompson in denouscing, as he had done, those who
did not see proper to follow it. A wise man would hesi-
tate—he would weigh well the resulting circumatances as
one of the best tests of the truth and utility of his princi-
ples before he propagated, as indisputably and exclusively
true, and that in despite of all results, such principles,
with the violence which had been manifested—principles
which be repeated, were but four years old, and which
he was still convinced, were but arrant quackery. 'There
was another aspect of the subject. Reference had been
made to the representation of the black population in the
national government. He would remark on this subject
that it was the duty of every state to see that power was
committed only to the hands of those qualified to exercise
it properly, wisely, and beneficially. What would be said
in this country, were Mr. Thompson to propose that the
elective franchise should be made universal, and that the
age at which it might be exercised should be fixed at 15
years 7 He would venture to say that the ministry who
would introduce such a scheme to Parliament, would not
exist for three days. The proposal, as Mr. T. no doubt
knew, would be considered altogether revolutionary and
shocking. Yet it must be admitted that the average of
the boys of Britain who are 15 years old, are fully as well
qualified for the exercise of the elective franchise, as the
average of the slaves in the various parts of the United
States, are at the age of 21 years. But with us, as with
fvou, 21 years is the age at which electors vote. As
have shown, in most of our states the elective franchise
is extended to every white manm, who has attained that
age; while the qualifications, of a property kind, any
where required are so extremely moderate, that in all our
communities, nine-tenths at least of the adult white males
are entitled to vote. -Now let it be borne in mind, that
abolitionism requires not only instant freedom for the
slave, but also instant treatment of him in every civil, and
olitical, as well as every social and religious respect, as
if he were white. That is, in plain terms—if we should
follow the dogmas you sent Mr. T. to.teach us,—and

. -
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which we have heen held up to the scorn of all gnod men,
for declining to receive, a revolution far more terrible and
revolting would immeliately follow throughout all our
slave states, than would follow in Britain by entrunchising
in a day, every boy in it fifteen years old—even if your
House of Lords were substituted by an elective senate,
and your parliaments made annual !~ And it is in the light
of such results, that Anerica has received with horror the
enunciation of principles, which lead directly to then—
while their advocates declare ¢ all consequences” indifler-
ent, us it regards their conduct ! And can it be the duty
of any eommonwealth to bring upon itzelt ¢ instantly,’—or
at al—sueh a condition as this ?  T'he nholitionists them-
selves had evidently felt that their scheme was absurd; for
they had acever ventured ta propose it to a slave state.
Their papers wvere publizhed, and their efforts all made,
and their organized agitation carried on, and a tremen-
dous uproar raised in states where there exizted no power
whatever to put an end to elavery; but hardly a syllable
hud beeir uttered where, if any where, some eflect might
have been |3roduce(l beneficial to the slaves, had abolition
principles been practicable auy where. T'he conduct of
the abolitionists had been of a piece with what would
have taken place in this country had an agitation been got
up for the direct abolition of idolatry in China, or of po-
pery in Spain.  Their principles had never yet been advo-
cated in the South, but by means of the post office, the
effects of which, in the tearing up of mail bags, &c., Mr.
Thowmpson well knew, and had declared.  But the fact
was that »uch metaphysical propositions s those propound-
ed by the abolitionists—even admitting them to be true—
were altogether uncalled for. T'housands of slaves had
been emancipated before the abuolition principles were
heard of, and all that was necded, was, hat those who
were engaged in the good work should have been let afone
or aided on their own principles.  What was the u=e of
blazoning forth a doctrine which was in all likelihood
false and ruinous, but which, were it true, could do no
good 1 For il you could persuade a man that his duty
required him to give freedom 1o his slaves, and he became
suitably impressed with a sense therenf—he would do it
just as certainly and effectually, as though you had begun
by saying to him—now as svon as I comvince you, you
must sct thew free immediately !  He could, indeed, char-
acter ize such a mode of proceeding by no other term than
- that of gratuitous folly.  Again, le might say that this
principle of abolitiomsm was contrary o all the exper-
euce which America had acquired as a nation on this sub-
ject.  Principles favorable to emancipation first touk root
where there were few slaves, und when the products of
their lubor were of little vulue.  They had spread gradu-
ally towards the South, the border stutes being always
first inoculated, till no fewer than eight states which tol-
erated slavery, adopted this pripciple, and successively
aholished it.  To these eight states were to be added four
others, created since the formation of the federal constitu-
tion, which never tolerated slavery, thus making twelve
states in which slavery was not permitted. By the influ-
ence of gradaalism sone, had the cause of freedom ad-
yanced steadidy to this point, and every day rendered its
wltimate triamph throughout the whole empire more and
more probable. At this time it might have been carried
South by ut least 5 degrees of latitude; and Virginia,
Kentucky, Maryland, Delaware, and Mirsouri, added to
the fiee wtitess and the shackles of 1,000.000 slaves,
been in a process of geadual meliing off.  1f £0 years had
seen the rise of 12 lice states, was & oo much to hope
that the next 50 yeurs should eufinachise 12 more. For
all the ruin brouglt on this glorious cause during the last
4 years by the principles and practices of Mr. Thomp-
son’s friends, what buve they to compensate suflering hu-
manity T Have they ur theus released from his boads a
wingle slave 1 ‘I'he ubolition plan dind, in fact, been a sig-
pal, u o), an absoluts futlure. Mr. Thompson hdm-
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#elf did not pretend to eay that a twenticth part of the
population of America had embraced his views. The
whole theory was as false as the whole practice was fatal,
and just and pious men would hereafier hesitate before
they sent out new missions to advocate them, or lent the
influence of their just weight to denunciations levelled
against all who did not think them worthy of their ap-
plause. The second great principle of the abolitionists
to which be would invite attention was this—that it was
the inherent and indestructible right of every wan to abide
in perfect freedom in whatever spot he was born; and
that, while it is a crime to deny him there, all the rights
of a man, a citizen, and a Christian, 1t was not less so to
persuade, to wim, or to coerce him into, what they call exile
—this principle was levelled at the Culonization Society ;
and, while instant abolition formed the (irst, and denunci-
ation of what they call prejudice against color, formed the
Jast 3 hatred to colonization formed the middle and active
principle of the band.  Of this it might be said, first,—
that it had the advantage of contradicting all the wisdom
and practice of mankind.  Whether it was nieant to em-
brace women and minors—or at what age to estublish the
beginning of rights so extraordinary and unprecedented ;
whether at 21, ax here, or 25, as in scine countries, or 28,
as in others, had not yvet been defined. Thus much at
least might be said—that if these rights resided in black
men they resided in no others of whatever hue, or race;
and the philosophers who discovered their existence had
found out something to emmnpensate these unhappy men for

“their unparalleled suflerings.  Jt certainly need not create
surprise that we should listen with suspicion to such dogmas
taught by an Englishmaw, when we remember that, from
time imineworial, all the institutions of his own country
were built upon dogmas preciscly opposite; and all her
practice the reverse of the preaching of the semi-national
representative.  Mr. ‘Thomnson suys, a man is a citizen
by inberent right, wherever he is born; the British mon-
archy, which Mr. Thompson snys he prefers to all things
else, says on the contrary, that let a man be born where
he wmay, he is a Briton, if born of British parents; and
it hoth claims his allegiance and will extend to him every
right of a subject born at home ! Then, why is not a
man an Africun if born of African parents in Awmerica,
as well as a Briton, if born of British parents there ?
Or, why are we to be attacked, first with cannon op one
side, and then with Billingsgate on the other side of this
vexed question? Nor did our own notions, adverse as

they were to those of Britain, conflict less with Mr. T.

amf abolitionisin on another part of the principle. All

our notions permit men to expatriate themselves, many of
our constitutions guarantee it as a natural right, and

America had actually gone to war with Britain in defence

of that right in her nuturalized citizens. Britain had in-

sisted on searching Awerican vessels for British sailors ;

America had refused to submit to the search, because,

among other things, the man sought was, by naturaliza-

tion, an Awmerican.  America did not oppose any of her
citizens becoming Britons if they thought it, and was re-
solved to maintain the right of those who chose to be-
come American citizens from whatever country they might
have emigrated, and therefore could hear only with con-
tempt this dictum of abolitionism. Again, he would say
that this principle ia contrary to common scnse. Rights of
citizenship were not to be considered natural rights.

They were given by the commmunity, they might be with-

beld” by the community; and, therefore, to wlk of them

being undistructible was sheer nonsense. No man had a

natural right to say, I will be a citizen of thus or that

siate; aud in point of fact, the great bulk of mankind
were not citizens at all but werely subjects.  There were

laws establishing the present form of government, giving a

certuin power to the King and to the Parlinent, and reg-
ulating the mode in which Parliament was to be elected.

These laws weie altegether couventionyd, and as well
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might a man claim a natural right to be a king or a judge
ax to be a citizen. It might be as truly raid that one is
inherently a shark because he was born at rea, or a horse
because he hapnened to have been born in a stable.  So
far is the theory of abolition from the truth; and =0 wide-
Iv remote is their hatred to colonization, fromn being based
in justice or reason, that circumstances may occar in
which it shall becoine an imperative duty for men to emi-
grate. America presented a striking example of the
truth of this. In this country it was customary to talk
of America as a daughter of England. He had heard
people talk as if America were abont as large as one
Euglish shire, and rettled principally from their own vil-
fages.  But the fact was, that America was an epitome
of the whole world, peopled by colonies from almost all
parts of it. It was an eclectic aation; and to talk to
Americans of the inherent right of 2 man to stay and be
oppressed, where he happened to be born—or the gnilt of
seducing him to_emigrate, is only to expuse one’s relf to
pity or scorn. . To realize this it is only necessary to take
a map of our wide empire, washed by both ocenns, and
embracing all the climates of the earth, and get some
American boy to tell you the migrations of his ancestors.
To omit all mention of the red man f(rom Asia, and the

nor black man from Africa; there he will say in New
Eng!and, are the children of the Pilgrims, who were the
fathers of your own round heads, driven out by the mean
and vexatious tyranny of James I.; and there in lower
Virginia, three hundred leagues off, are the descendants
of the Cavaliers and Malignants. There in the back
yparts of the same ancient commonwealth, and in all west-
ern Pennsylvania, are the sturdy Scotch, whose fiathers
were hanged in the streets of your cities, by that perjured
Charles I1., who thus rewarded the loyalty that gave him
back his crown. In the same key state of the Union, is
a nation of industrious Germans; while in the empire
state of New York, are the children of those glorious
United Provinces, that digputed with yourselves, for uges,
the empire of the seas; and between them both, in New
Jersey, the descendants of those ancient Danes, who
ofien ravaged your own coasts. The deacendants of Hu-
gonots, whose ancestors Louis XIV. expelled from France,
and placed cordons on his frontiers to butcher as they
went out, simply because they were protestants, people
parts of the Sonth; in other parts of which are colonies
of Swiss, of Spaniards, and of Catholic French. The
Yrishinan is every where; and every where better treated
than at home. "Amongst such a people, it must needs be
an instinctive sentiment, that he who loves country more
than liberty, is unworthy to have either; that be who in-
culcates or affects the love of place, above the possession
of precious privileges, must have a sinister object. But
he might proceed much farther ; and baving shown that it
might be the dnty of men to emigrate under various cir-
cumstances, prove that such a duty never was more im-
perative than on the free colored population of America.
Possessing few motives to remain in America that were
not base or insignificant, compared with those that onght
to urge their return, every attempt to explain and defend
their conduct, revealed a’sclfishness on their part, a thou-
sand times greater than that they charge upon the whites;
and a cruelty on the part of their advisers, towards the
dying millions of heathen in Africa, more atrocious than
that charged, even by them, on the master against his
slave. The love of country, of kindred, of liberty, of the
souls of men, and of God himself, impcls them to depart,
und do a work, which none but they can do; and which
they forego through the love of ease, the lack of energy,
vanity gratified by the caresses of abolitionists, and dead-
ness to the great motives detailed above. But there was
another, and most obvious truth, which shows the utter
futility of the principle of abolition now contested. So
far was the fact from being so, that any body, black or
white, held an inherent right of citizenship in the place of
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his birth; that it is most certain, no man had evén a right
of bare recidence, which the state might not justly and
properly deprive him of—upon suflicient reason. ~ The
state has the indisputuble right to coerce emigration,
whenever the public good required it; and wheirthat pnb-
lic goud coincided with the interest of the emigrating
party—and that also of the land to which they went—to
coerce such emigration might become a most sacted duty,
It was indeed true, that the friends of colonization had
not contemplated, nor proposed any other than a purely
voluntary emigration; for, even the tradoced state of
Maryland not only made the fact of removal voluntary,
but, going a step further than any other; gave a choice of
place to the emigrant. I recommend Africa, rays she,
but I will aid you to go wherever you prefer to go. It
ghould, however, be borne in mind that this power is in-
herent in all communities, and has been excrcised in all
time. And it were well for the advocates of aholition
principles to remember, that the final, and, if necessary,
forcible separation of the parties, is surely preferable to
the annihilation, or the eternal slavery of either ; while it
is infinitely more probable than the instant emancipation
—the universal levelling—or the general mixture for
which they contend. He had still left a third principle
advanced by the abolitionists on which to comment; but
as only two or three minutes of his alleted tiine remained, he
would not enter on the subject : but would read, for the
information of the andience, a speech delivered by Mr.
I'hompson at Aundover, in Massachusetts, the seat of one
of our largest theological seminariex, as reported by a
student who was present. e wished this spcech to be
put on record for the information of the Britich public :—

Stadents—I shall first speak of the natural and unaliens
able right to discuss slavery. Itis not a question, you
ought to do it ; you sin agaiust God and conscience, and
are traitors to human nature and truth, if you neglect it.
\Whoever attempts to stop you from the exercise of this
right, snatches the trident from the Almighty, and who-
ever dares to pat manacles upon mind must answer for it
at the bar af God. 1t belougs 1o God and to God exclu-
sively. You are notat liberty to give respect to any en-
treaty or suggestion, or to take into cousideration the
feelings of any man or body of men ou the subject. The
wicked spirit of expediency, is the spirit of hell, the in-
famous doctrines of the demons of hell, and whoever at-
tempts 1o preach it to the rising yeuth of the land, preach-
es the doetrine of the damned spims. It is the spirit of
the flame and faggot, revealing itself as it dares, aud cor-
mpting the atmosphere so as 10 prevent the fiee breath-
ing of a free soul. Where are the students of the Lane
Seminary 7 Where they ought to be ;—from Georgia to
Maine, and from the Atlaniic to the Rocky mountains
—far from a prison house where fetters are forged and
rivetted. They could not stay in a place where a ther-
mometer was liung up to graduate the state of their feel-
ings. It was not till Dr. Beecher consulted the facul-
ty at New Haven and Andover, to see if they would sus-
tain him, that he ventured to put the screws on. B.“"'
perhaps you may say, we must bid farewell to promotion
If we do” as vou desire. The faculty have the power, in
a degree, to fix our future setilements by the recommen-
dation, and, therefore, we must desist. ~ What if you do
have to leave the seminary 7 Far hetler to he away than
10 breathe the tainted air of tyranny. Iproclaim it here,
that the onlv reasan why Abolition” is not countcaanced
at Andover, is, becanse it is unpopular; when it is popu-
lar it will he received. 1n 1823 the Colonizatien Sociaty
was the pet chilil of the churches, the seminaries and the
colleges of the land ; but now, forsooth, because it is un-
popular, it is castoff. Ay, once the eloquent tongnes
voiced its praise, and the gold and silver were its tributa-
ries—where is it now 1 Cast off bacause it is not popu-
lar. ‘I'bis is rather hard ; in its old age teo. Butl for-
bear; it is a touching theme. I returu to the Lane Sens-
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inary. Never were nobler spirits and finer minds con-

regated togethicr y never in all time and place a more
geroic aund generous band. Dr. Beecher himsell has pro-
nounced the eulogy. In what condition is the seminary
now 17 Lying in ruins, irretrievably gone! Dr. Beecher
then sacrificed honor and repmtation.

Mr. I'hompson read extracts from an artiele in the Lib-
erator, which went to show that the faculty at Andover,
advised the students to be uncommitted on the dividing
topic of slavery. Yes, added Mr. Thompsen, go out un-
committed, wait till you get into a pulpit and have 1t
cushioned, and a settee in it, and then you may commit
yourself. ‘T'he speaker observed, that very ill effects had
resulted from the failure of the students at Audover, to
form themselves into an anti-slavery soeiety~the cvil ex-
ample had extended to Phillips’ Academy, Amherst Col-
lege,&e. He had been twitted abont it wherever he had
been, but you may recover yourselves, he added, con-
descendingly ; there is some apology for you, only let a
society be formed instantly, ‘T'hose who attempted to
show from the Bible that slavery was justifiable, were'pav-
ing the slaveholders’ paths to hell with texts of seripture,
Mr. Thompson enlarged npon the werits of the refractory
students at Lane Seminary, with a most abundant supply
of adjectives; and the mean spirited students of Ando-
ver, although not expressly desiznated as such, were nn-
derstood by the manuer of expression 1o be placed in
contrast.  Mr, Thompson remarked, thar such conduet
would not be tolerated by the students of any college in
England, Scotland, or Ireland. T'his abuse of the facul-
ty at Andover was more personal and pomted than Ihave
described ; one of the facully was called by name, but
the severe cxpressions [ have forgotten.  He would, pro-
bably, have outrun himself. and exhausted the vocahulary
of opprobious epithets, had he not been interrapted. At
the conclusion of the lecture, with the strange incansis-
tency which belongs to the man, he remarked, that he had
a high respeet for the members of the faculty, and that
he would willingly sit at their feet as a learner.

He had only one remark before he sat down. It had
heen publicly stated by a student of this seminary, that
Mr. Thompson, in a conversation with him, had said, that
every slaveholder deserved to have his throat cut, and
that his slaves ought to do it. He coald not, of course,
vouch for the truth of this; but Mr. Thompson was there
to explain. One thing, however, he could state as an in-
disputable fict, namely, that the professors of the semin-
ary had signed a document, in which it was asserted, that
the young man had been in the college for three years, and
that his veracity was unimpeached and unimpeachable. If
‘the story were true—it was well that it was timely made
public. If the young man misunderstood Mr. Thompson
—he (Mr. B.) believed he formed one of a very large
class in America, who had fallen into similar mistakes,
and drawn similar conclusions from the general drift of his
doings and sayings in that country.

Mgr. THOMPSON, on rizing, observed, that no one
could be nore ready than himself to commend the gentle-
man who had just resumed his seat, for the courage which
he had shown in dealing so frankly and faitlifutly with him,
(Mr. T.) in the presence of those to whom he (Mr. B.)
was comparatively a stranger, and whose favorable opin-
ion he (Mr. T.) had had many opportunities of conciliat-
ing. He rejoiced that his opponent had, towards the end
ot his speech, attempted to state facts and specify charges,
and had thus afforded him an opportunity of showing how
completely and triumphantly he could meet the charges
brought against himself per=onally, and support the state-
ments he had made in reference to America. He would
commence with the Andover story ahout cutting throats.
The t:uth of the matter was this. A stndent in the The-
ologi-il Seminary, of the name of A. F. Kaufinan, Jr.,
charze | him, George Thompson, with having said, in a
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¢ eonversation, that every slaveholder ought to have
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his throat cut, and that, if the abolitionists preached what
they ought to preach, they would tell everv slave to cat
his” master's throat. Mr. Kaufinan was from Virginra,
the son of a slaveholder, an heir to slave property. The
story was first circulated in Andover, and was a’fterwt_ll‘dl
published in the New York Commercial Advertiser, in a
communication dated from the Saratoga Springs. In re-
ply to the printed version, I (#aid Mr. T'.) printed a letter
denying the charge, in the most solemn manner, and refer«
ring to my numerous public addresses, and innumerable
private conversations, in proof of the perfectly specific
character of my views. Then came forth a long state-
ment from Mr. Kaufinan, with a certificate to his veraci-
ty and general good character, signed by Professors
Woode, Stuart, and Emerson, of Andover. Here the
matter must have rested—Mr. Kaufman’s charge on one
side, and my denial on the other—had the conversation
been strictly private; but, fortunately for me, there were
witnusses of every word: and this brings me to notice
other circumstances connected with the affair, constituting
a most complete contradiction of the charge. 1 was staying
at the time under the roof of the Rev. Shipley W. Willson,
the minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Ando-
ver, and when 1 had the conversation with Mr. Kaufinan,
in which the language imputed to me is alleged to have
been utrered, there were present, besides ourselves, my
host, the Rev.S. W, Willson ; the Rev. Amos A. Phelps,
congregational clergyman, and one of the agents of the
American Anti-Slavery Society; the Rev. Lay Roy Sun-
derland, Methodist Episcopal clergymanm, and at present
the editor of the Zion’s Watchman, New York ; and the
Rev. Jarvis Gregy, now a professor in the Western Re-
serve College, Ohin. In consequence of the use nade of
the statement put forth by Mr. Kaufman, I wrote to Pro-
fessor Gregg and Mr. Phelps, requesting them to give
their version of the conversation in writing ; and their
letters in reply, which, together with one written without
solicitation, by Mr. Sunderland, have been published.
They not only flatly contradict the account given by Mr.
Kaufinan, but prove that I advocated, in the strongest lan~
guage, the doctrine of non-resistance on the part of the
slaves. These letters, however, never appeared in the
columns of the paper which brought the charge, and defi-
ed me to the proof of my innocence.

It may be well to give some idea of the conversation
out of which the charge grew. Mr. Kaufnan complain-
ed of the harsh language of the abolitionists, and chal-
lenged ne to quote a passage of scripture, justifying our
conduct in that respect. I quoted the passage ¢ Whoso
stealet a man and selleth him, or if he be fownd in his
hand, he shall surely be put to death;’ and observed, that
in this text we had a proof of the awful demerit of the
slaveholder; that lre was comsidered worthy of deathy
and that the modern slaveholder, under the christian dis-
pensation, was not less guilty than the slavcholder under
the Jewish law. T then reminded him of the political
principles of the Americans, and cited the words of the
Declaration of Independence, ¢ RESISTANCE to tyrants
is obedience to God. 1 then contrasted the injuries
milicted on the slave, with the grievances complain-
ed of in the Declaration of Independence, and argued,
that, if the Americans deemed themselves justified in re-
sisting to blood the payment of a threepenny tea tax and
a stamp duty, how much more, upon the sume principles,
would the slave be justified in cutting his masters’ throat,
to obtain deliverance from personalthraldom. Nay more,
that every Awmerican, true to the principles of the revolus
tion, ought to teach the slaves to cut their masters’ throats
—but that while these were fair deductions from their
own revolutionary principles, I held the doctrine that it
was invariably wrong to do evil that good might come,
and that I dared not purchase the freedom of the slaves,
by consenting to the death of onc mastén.

Ie (Mr. T.) had thus disposed of vne of the most tan~
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gible portione of his opponent’s speech. He regretted
there had not heen more of matter of fact statement in
the speech of one hour in length, to which they had just
listened ; a speech, which, however creditable to the inel-
lect of his opponent, on account of its ingenuity, was by
no means creditable to his heart. Instead of dealing
fairly with the documents he (Mr. T'.) bad produced, and
which contained a true and ample statement of the views,
feelings, principles, purposes and plans of the abolition-
ists, Mr. Breckiuridge had manufactured i series of dex-
trous sophisms, calculated to keep out of sight the real
merits of the question. Was it not strange, that, covered
as that platforin was with the docuncnts of the abolition-
ists, his opponent had not quoted one word from their
writings, but had based all he had said upon a staiement
of their principles made out by himself; and had then
given to that statement an interpretation of bis own, ut-
terly at variance with all the views and doctrines enter-
tained by the abolitionists. The gentleman had iost ably
played the part of ‘Tom Thumb, who made the giants he
so valiantly demolished. He would not attemnpt to grap-
ple with that which rested altogether upon a gross mis-
statement of the principles and views of the Abolitionists.
He had a right to-expect that Mr. B. would go to the
many sources of official information touching the princi-
ples he professed to denounce; but instead, he had put
forth a creed, as the creed of the Abolitionists of Ameri-
ca, which was nowhere to be found in their writings, and
he (Mr. T.) should therefore wait until an objection had
been taken to something they (the Abolitionists) had real-
ly said or done.

Mr. Breckinridge had amused them with another Ando-
ver story. He had read an extract from a speech said to
have been delivered by him (Mr. T'.) during the protract-
ed meeting he had held there. He wonld just take the
liberty of assuring the audience that he had never uttered
the speech which had that night been put into his mouth.
It had been said that the speech was reported by a stu-
dent.  Had Mr. B. given the name of the student —No.
He, Mr. B. knew that it was an anonymous communica-
tion, written by a vile enemy of a rightcous cause, who
was too much ashamed of his own productions 10 sign his
name, but put the initial C. at the end of his libellous pro-
ductions, which were greedily copied into the pro-slavery
papers of the United States.” The reports furnished by
tiat scribbler were known in Andover to be faise, and
laughed at by the students as monstrous and ludicrous per-
versions of the truth. Upon this point also, he (Mr. T.)
had ample docomentary evidence. He did not wonder
that Mr. Breckinridge had so frequently twitted him re-
specting the multitude of documents which he (Mr. T.)
was in the habit of producing. It must be peculiarly un-
pleasant to find that he (Mr. T.) had always the doca-
ment at hand necessary to annihilate the pretended proof
of his opponent. Ue would now read from a report of the
proceedings at Andover—but a very different report com-
pared with that they had just heafd—not an anonymous
one, but eigned by a respectable and pious Student in the
Theological Seminary, R. Reed, Corresponding Secretary
of the Andover Anti-Slavery Society. As reference was
made in the extract he was going to read to a former visit,
he would just state, that about three months after his ar-
rival in the United States, he visited Andover, and deliv-
ered three lectures, besides undergoing a long examination
into his principles in the College Chapel; and that on his
return to Boston, where he was then residing, he received
from the Institution a series of resolutions signed by up-
wards of fifty of the Students, expressive of their entire
concurrence in the sentiinents he had advanced, and their
high approbation of the temper in which he had advocated
those seniiments, and commending him to the blessing and
protection of heaven. He (Mr. ‘I') nced not say that
such a testimonial from theological students, unasked and
wucxpected, was peculiarly gratifying.
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The account of his second visit in July 1835, was thus
given in a letter addressed to the Editor of the Liberator 3

“Ithad been previously announced that Mr. ‘Thompson
would address us on Tuesday evening. ‘I'he hour arriv-
ed, and a large and respectable aucience were convened
in the expecration of again listening 1o the—(Mr. Fhomp-
son here omitted some comphmentary expressions.) Af-
ter the introductory prayer, Mr. Pheips arose, and said,
he regretted that he was obliged to state that Mr. ‘I'hoinp-
son had not yet arrived in. town, but he thought it prob-
able he wouid soon be with us. He then resumed the
subject of American Slavery. He had however uitered
but'a few sentences hefore Mr. 1. came in. 1hs arrival
was immediately announced from the desk, and the ex-
pressions of satisfaction, manifested by the pudience, told
mote cloquently than words, the estimation in which they
held this beloved brother, and the pleasure they felt on
again enjoying the opportuuity of histening to his appeals.
Mr. Thowpson ook his seat in the desk and Mr. Phelps
then proceeded at some length. When he closed his re-
marks, Mr. ‘Thompson arose, and after some introductory
remarks, anawered in a powerlul and eloquent manner the
enquiry, ¢ Why don’t you go to the Souh 17

““The first part of the three succeeding evenings was
occupied by Mr. Phelps, in exposing the janus-faced
monster, the American Colonization Society, which he
did in so masterly a manner, that we are quite sure none
of his auditors, save those who are wilfully blinded, will
hereafier doubt of its being ¢ a frand upon the ignorance,
and an outrage upon the intelligence of the Community.’

*Thursday evening Mr. Thompson vindicated bimself
against the aspersions heaped upon him for denouncing
Dr. Cox. I would that all’ Mr. Thompson’s friends had
been present, and his enemies too, for I am sure that un-
less encased in a shield of prejudice more impenetrable
than steel, they would have been compelled to acknowl-
edge that his denunciation of Dr. Cox was just, and not
such an instance of tiger-like inalice, as some have rep-
resented it to be. Friday evening (the evening lo which
the extract read by Mr. Breckinridge referred) he spoke
of the ‘ armed neutrality * of the seminary and the course
which had been taken in the Academical Institutions of
Andover. Heis accused of wantonly abusing our Pre-
fessors and ‘I'eachers—of making personal attacks upon

~them. No personal attacks however were made; no

man’s motives were impeached. He attacked PRINCI-
PLES and not MEN : for while he would render to the
guardians of the seminary and academies, all that respect
which their station, and learning, and piety demands, be
would at the same time coudemn the course that had been
pursued, as having a tendency to retard the progress of
emancipation. Let the public judge as to the propriety
of his remarks.’

It would be recollected that the same question had been
put to him here in Glasgow, as that which he bad an-
swered at Andover. ¢ Why don’t you go to the South 1’
He would tell his opponent on the present occasion, that
even he could not advocate abolition sentiments in the
South, purely and openly, without endangering his life.
The reason he was able to express his views on Slavery
and remain lested, was | it was known that
he denounced the abolitionists, and advocated coloniza-
tion. The experience of Mr. Birney was in point. That
gentleman hated slavery before be joined the abolitionists,
and was in the habit olyspe;\king against it, in connection
with the colonization cause, and was permitted to do so
without hindrance; but when he emancipated his slaves,
and called upon others to dv likewise, upon true anti-sla-
very principles, he was forced to fly "from his residence
and family, and was now in the city of Cincinnati.

It had been tauntingly said, ¢shew us the fruits of your
principles.” ¢ Where are the slaves you have liberated 1°
He would reply that in Kentucky, very recently, nineteen
glaves had been liberated upon” anti-slavery «principles :
enough to answer Mr. B’s dem-nd, ¢ point usto one slave
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your society hins been the means of liberating.” But the
question was not to be so tested. "I'he abolitionists of
Britain were often called upon in the saime way; and their
answer was, our principles are extending, and when they
ave sufficiently impressed upon the public mind, there will
" be a general emancipation of the slaves. Oun the 31st of
" July, 1834, they could not point to any actually free in
consequence of their effurts; but the night came and pass-
ed away, and the morrow dawned upon 800,000 human
heings, lifted by the power of anti-slavery principles out of
the legal condition of chattels, into the position of free
British subjects.  So in the United States. The princi-
ples of Abolition would necessarily be sumetime extend-
ing, but ultimately they would effect a change in public
opinion, and a correspondiug change in the treatment of
the black man. ) ,
Mr. Breckinridge had disputed the truth of the fact he
(Mr. T.) had stated relative to the imprisonment and sale
into bondage for life, in the city of Washington, of a black
man, justly entitled to his freedom. He (Mr. T.) trusted
that in this matter also he should be able must satisfactori-
Iy to establish his own veracity. The evidence he would
produce to support the statement he had made was, ¢ A
memorial of the inhabitants of the District of Columbia,
U. 8., signed by 1000 of the most respectable citizens of
the District, and presented to Cungress, March 24, 1828,
then referred to the Crinmittee on the District, and on the
motion of Mr. Hubbard, of New Hampshire, Feb. 9,
1835, and ordered to be printed.” He (Mr. T.) held in
his hand the genuine document printed by Congress, ¢ 22d
Congress, 2d Session. Ho. of Reps. Doc. Neo. 140.
T'he following was the part containing the fact he had
mentioned :
¢ A colored man, who stated that he was entitled to
freedon was taken.up as a runaway slave, and lodged in
the jail of Washington City. He was advertised, but no
one appearing to claim hin, he was according to law,
putup at public auction for the %a)'nnenl of his jail fees,
and'SOLD as a SLAVE for LIFE. He was purchased
by a slave trader, who was not required Lo give security
for his remaining in the District, and he was soon shipped
at Alexandria for one of the southern states. An attempt
was made by some benevolent individuals to bave the
sale postponed until his claim to freedom could be inves-
tigated ; but their efforts were unavailing ; and thus was
a human being SOLD into PERPETUAL BONDAGE
at the capital ofvthe freest government on earth, without
even a pretence of trial, or an allegation of crime.’

He should be glad to find that Mr. B. had a satisfactory
explanation of this most revolting case. Such things
were enough to make any man speak hardly of America.
If he (Mr. Thompson) said severe things of that country,
it was not, heaven knew, because he did not love that
country, for his heart’s desire and prayer wag, that she
might soon be free from every drawback upon -her pros-
perity and usefulness. He told these things because they
ought to be known and branded as they deserved, that the
nation guilty of them mighc repent aud abandon them.
He was net the enemy of America that faithfully pointed
out her follies and crimes. No. He was the man that
Joved America, that seeing her like some lofty tree spread-
ing abroad her branches, and furnishing at once shelter
and sustenance to all who sought refuge under her shade,
observed with sorrow and dismay,a canker worm at the
root, threatening to consume her beauty and her strength,
and could not rest day nor night in lus effurts to bring so
great and glorious a nation to a sense of her danger, and
an apprehension of her duty. Let others do the pleasant
work of flattery and panegyric, and be it his more ungra-

- cious but not less salutary work of proclaiming her errors
and denouncing her sins, until she learns to do justice and
love mercy. .

He, Mr. T'. thought he might with some justice com-

plain of the manner in which he had been treated by his
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opponent. He, Mr. T. had made every concession which

truth and justice would warrant to Mr.” B.~=had honored -

his motives, and studiously separatad him from those upon

whom'his heaviest censures had fallen—the lovers and

abettors of the slave system. But a similar course bad
not been pursued towards him. In many ways his mo-
tives had been impeached, and his statements g0 deoted,
as to throw discredit upon his intentions in making them.
In a word, Mr. B’s whole course had been wanting in that
courtesy Which he had a right to expect would be exhibit-
ed by one disputant towards another. At the same time,

he earnestly desived Mr. B. to state freely all he thought

of his motives and conduct.

A few moments yet remaining, he would say a word or -

two in reference to the designs attributed to the Abolition-
ists, in respect of the privileges to which the colored peo-
ple were entitled. He denied that the Abolitionists had

ever asked for the blacks, either in regard to political rights .

or social privileges, anything unreasonable. They asked
for their immediate release from personal bondage, and a
subsequent participation of civil rights, according to the
amount in which they possessed the qualifications de-
manded of others. Where, in the documents of Aboli-

tionists, was the doctrine of instant and universal enfrun-

chisement, of which so much had been heard 2 He knew
not the Abolitionist who had contended for such a thing.
He asked nothing for him over and above what would be
freely bestowed on him if he were white. Ob, it was an
awful crime to have a black skin! There lay all the dis-
qualication.

The great fanlt which Mr. B. seemed to find with the

principles of the Abolitionists was that they were too

lofty; too grand; too little accommodated to the spirit of
the age; that, in the adoption of their views and princi- |

ples, they had not consulted the manners, and habits, and
grejudices of their countty; and the whole of his (Mr.

reckinridge’s) argument had been in favor of expedien-
cy. He hated that word ¢ expediency ’ as ordinarily nsed.
It contained, as he had often said, the doctrine of devils.
It was 30 congenial with our depraved nature to make
ourselves a litle wiser than Goed—to believe that we un-
derstood better than God’s servants, of old, the best way
of reforming mankind. Oh! that men would take the
Almighty at his word, and simply doing their duty, leav-
ing Him to take care of consequences. Doubtless the
dauntless Hebrew, Daniel, was deemed in his day a rash
man. He might so very easily have escuped the snare laid
for him. Why did he not go to the back of the house 1
‘Why not shut the window ? Why could he not pray si-
lently to the searcher of hearts? Daniel scorned com-

promise. He prayed as he had ever prayed—aloud—with

his window open, and his face to Jerusalem. He bollly
met the consequences. He walked to the lion’s den—he
entered, he remained; but lo! on the third day he came
forth unhurt, to tell mankind to the end of time, that, if
they will do their duty, and trust in Dauiel’s God, no
weapon formed against thewm ghall prosper, but they shall
in His strength stop the wouths of lions; and put to dight
the armies of the aliens.

Mg. BRECKINRIDGE said that, so far as the pres-
ent respectable audience was concerned, he would make
but a single remark. Mr. Thompson and he had already
‘trespassed on their patience, but they would probably do so
no longer than to-morrow night; at least, so far as he
was concerned, he thought it unnecessary, if not improper.
The chief reason of his [Mr. B’s] coming here was to de-
fend tie Churches, Ministers and Christians of America,
from the false and dreadful charges which hdd been pro-
claimed over Britain against them by Mr. Thompson, and
which he had challenged all the world to give rim an op-
portunit‘y to prove. Upon this topic that gentleman bad,
as yet, fought shy. He could wait on hin no longer.
They might expect therefore, that next evening he would

-
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take up that subject whether. Mr. Thompson should follow
him or not. 11 the andience considered that the general
subject had been sufficiently discussed already—as from.

" some manifestations he was inclined to suppuse—he would

. silent as to him individually.

> kuife glancing before his eyes;

atonce retire. (Slight hissing.) Was he to consider
that as an answer in the aflirmative ? (Renewed hissing.)
Why, then, he had erred in laying ‘any of the blame of
trying their patience on Mr. Thompson, and it was his
duty to take it all to himself; and when he returned home
to tell s countrymen that no charges were too gross or
calumnious to be entertained against then—uor any length
of time, a weariness in hearing them—but that the hear-
ing of defence and proof of innocence was an insupport-
able weariness. (Increased hissing, with cries ot no.)
The only remaining supposition was, that Mr. Thompsen’s
partizans had become convinced he needed succor, aund
therefore gave it most naturally in the form of organised
violence. (The hissing was aguin attempted, but was pat
down by the general voice of the meeting.) Mr. T, he
said, had at length brought accusations against him, and
had complained that although he (Mr. T.) had repeatedly
and cordially expressed good feelings towards him, (Mr.
B.) be had, iu no instance, returned this kindness or jus-
tice; nor said A word favorable to him throughout the
debate. He would appeal to the Chairman to know dis-
tinctly, if Mr. Thompson had any right -to demand, or if
he (ﬁr. B.) were bound to express, his opinion of that
individual. Because, continued Mr. B., as I have in the
beginning said, that Mr. T., as an individual could be
nothing to me, or my countrymen, I have preferred to be
If he is right, however, in
bringing such'things as charges against me, and continues
to demand my opinion, I will give it fearlessly. But let
him beware—fur I will call no man friend who gains his
bread by calumniating my country. Nor can he who tra-
duces my brethren—my kindred—my home—ail that I
nost venerate and revere—honor me so much as by tra-
ducing me.  They had been told that Mr. J. G. Birney
had fled from Kentucky, und left his wife and children
behind him in great danger, he being obliged to flee for
his life. It was true, he believed, that Mr. Birney, ex-
cellent and beloved as Be was, had found it best to emi-
grate {romn that state. But that he had fled, rested, he
believed, on Mr. 1"’s naked assertion. 'Fhat he had left
his wife and children behind, believing them to be in per-
sonal danger, was a thing which it would require amaz-
ingly clear proof to establish, against the gentleman in
question. But he would show to the meeting that there
was one individual who could do such un act. Mr. B.
then read the following extract frem a speech delivered at
a meeting in Edinburgh cn the 28th Janvary, 1836:—

He stood there not to defame America. It'was true
they had persecuted him ; but that was a small matter.
1t was true they had hunted him like a partridge on the
wountains ; that he had to lecture with the assassin’s
‘ AND HIS WIFE AND
HIS LITTLE ONES WERE IN DANGER OF FALL-
i:NG BY THE RUTHLESS HANDS OF MURDER-

RS.

And aguin, from the preface to the same pamphlet in
which the above cited speech is found, a pamphlet, ins
tended perhaps for America, and called a ¢ Voice to her
fromn the Metropolis of Scotland,’ the following paragraph
occurs :—

M. Thompson having proceeded by way of St. John’s,
New Brunswick,-embaiked on board of a British vessel
for Liverpool, where he arrived on the 4th of Jauwuary,
and on the 12th was happily joined by his family who
had left New York on the 16th December.

So that it appeared from these statements that Mr.
Thompson, helieving that the Americans meant to tauke
away the lives of his wife and children, left them to their
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fate while hie prudently consulted his own safety by flight.
In regard to the alleged case of the sale of a free man of
color, at Wasliington city, the proof stood thus: Mr. T.
broadly asserted, again and again, that a free man had
been sold, without trial, into eternal slavery. te, (Mr.
B.,) without knowing the especial facts relied on, but
knowing Awmerica and knowing abolitionism, had flatly
and emphatically deuied that such a thing ever did or
could happen in the District of Columbia. Mr. Thomp-
son reasterts, and triumphantly proves it, as he rays.
Hiz first step in the proof is, a printed scrap, which, he
says, is the identical memorial laid on the table of the
Senate of the United States, who, as they received and
B’inled i.t, he insinuates, thereby avouched its truth.
pon which principle I also avouch all Mr. T’s charges,
as I hear them and consent to their publication. But, he
adds, there were once 1000 signatures to this document,
all witnesses of the truth of its contents. To which I re-
ply—1 see no name to it at all now; and secondly, if
there were a million, the paper does not assert, much less
prove, what Mr. T. produces it to sustain. It meiely de~
clares that the man said he was free ; withont even ex-
pressing the opinion of the writer or any signer of the pa-
per. Now, upon this case and this proof, itis nearly cer~
tain that the man was not free, and extremely probable
that the whole case is fictitious. For the glorivus writ of
Habeas Corpus, one of the main pillars of your liberty—
a privileged writ which no English judge, for his right
hand, would dare illegally refuse; that writ is one of the
great heir looms we got with our Anglo-Saxon blood, and
15 dearer to us than that blood itsell. Here, by Act of
Parlinment, you do sometimes suspend this writ; with us
the tyrant does not breathe who would dare to whisper a
wish for its suspension. Now, if this man was, or believ~
ed himself to be free, what hindered him, from the wo-
ment of his arrest to that of his sale, from demanding and
receiving a fuir trial - Will it be said he did not know
his rights T But will it be pretended that the 1000 sign-
ers of the memorial, the many,abolitionists at Washington
of whom Mr. T. boasts, did not know his rights—in a
land where every man knows and is ready to defend his
rights ? If they did not, they were thrice sodden asses,
fit only (o be tools in gulling nankind into the belief of a
tale that had not feasibility enough to gull a child. Upon
the fuce of his own proof,” Mr. Thompson had shown that
he had not the slightest authority for the assertions he had
80 often made in arguing this case; by all of which he in-
tended to make men believe that in America it wusnot
uncommon to sell free men into slavery! Mr. Breckiu-
ridge then resumed the consideration of Abolition prin-
ciples; the third of which was that all prejudice against
color i8 sinful, and that everything which inducesus to re-
fuse any social, personal, religious, civil, or political rights
to & black man, which is allowed to a white one, not su=
perior to him in moral or intellectual qualifications, is a
prejudice, and thevefore sinful. He believed this to be a
fair statement of their principles on that head. And he
would, in the first place, remark concerning them, that
even if they were true, which he denied, the discussion of
them was worse than useless. 1t could not advance the
cause of emancipation, nor improve the condition of the
free blacks. And whatever the abolitionists might say,
the slaves when freed, would follow their own course and
inclinations; nor could the declaration of an abstract
principle alter either their conduct or that of the whites,
n any material degree. 1f, as Mr. Thompson asserted,
prejudice against color was the national sin of Awmerica,
the plague #pot of the nation, it had just as often been as-
serted by others that the prejudice itself originated at first
out of the relation of slavery. The latter was the discase,
the former a mere symptom. If there were no black slaves
on earth there would no longer be any aversion against
that color, which went beyond the invariable and mutual
restraints of nature, or was tolerated by a proper Chris-
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tian liberty. Fhey know little of human prejudices who
do not know that they are more invincible in the bulk of
mankind than the dictates of reason, or the impulses of
virtue itself. The case of the abolitionists must therefore
be pronounced foolish on their own showing. For they
undertook to break down the strongest of all prejudices,
as they themselves say, as a condition precedent to the
doiug of acts which, to do at all, required great pecuniary
sacrifices and a high tone of noral feeling. Butif, as [
shall try to show, their doctrines ave contrary to all the
course of nature and all the teachings of Providence—
their behaviour is to be considered little else than sheer
madness. Again, even if it did not prejudice the case of
the slave, as none can deay it did—to agitate this ques-
tion of eolor, and mix it up inseparably with the question
of freedom, of what use was 1t to him? If the whites
treat him with scorn, give hun his liberty and he may pity,
forgive, or return the scorn.  What advantage was he to
gain as a elave, by the discussion, even if no harm came
from it 7 What advantage was he to obtain as a freeman,
even if its agitation did not for ever prevent him from be-
ing free ? It is, in all its aspects, the most remarkable il-
lustration of a weak, heady, and ignorant fanaticism,
which this age has produced, and has been of them all the
most froitful of evil. The trath was, that many of the
rights and privileges of free persons of color were better
secured to them in America, than corresponding rights and
privileges were to the white peasantry of any other coun-
try on the Globe.

With regard to the religious rights of colored persons,
he could only say that he had sat in Presbyteries with
them, that he had dispensed the sacrament to them togeth-
er with white persons; and that he and multitudes of
others had sat in the same class with them at our theo-

" logical seminaries. As for all the stories which Mr. T,
was accustomed to tell about Dr. Sprague having part of
his church curtained round for persons of color, he knew
personally nothing, and noticed it only because it was told
as a specimen story. He merely knew that Dr. Sprague
was accounted a benevolent man, and common charity re-
quired him not readily to believe any thing of him in a
bad sense which could be justified in a good one. But if
there was any thing 8o very exclusive and revolting in
these marks of superiority or inferiority in a church, let
them not look to America alone; not limit their symya-
thies exclusively to the blacks. In almost every church
in England in which he had been,from the Cathedral of
8t. Paul’s at London, to the curate’s village church, he
had seen seats railed off, or curtained, or cushioned, or
elevated, and somehow distinguished from the rest. And
when he enquired why these things were so, and for whose
accommodation, the answer was ready, ¢ Oh, that is for
iy Lord this; or Sir Harry that; or Mr. Prebend so and
so; or the Lord Bishop of what not.” And very often
even in dissenting chapels, he had seen part of the seats
of an ioferior description in particular parts of the house,
which he had as often been told were free seats for the
poor; an arrangement which has struck him as favorably
as the similar one in Dr. Sprague’s church did Mr. T.—
the reverse. This preparation of free and separate seats
for the poor is, if he is rightly informed, nearly universal,
in both the Scottish and English Establisments, whenever
the poor have seats in their chuches. Now, if Mr.
Thompson wished to begin a system of levelling—if he
meant to preach universal equality, why did he not begin
here * Why did he not try to convert Earl Grey, and
Lord Melbourne, instead of going across the Atlantic in
order to try his experiments on the despised Americans ?
As to the civil rights of the free blacks in America, the
most erroneous notions were entertained in both coun-
tries, but especially here. But the truth was, they enjoy-
ed greater civil rights than the peasantry of Britain her-
self—and those rights were fully as well protected in their
exercise, Their right to acquire. property of any kind
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any avhere, without being hedged about with exclusive
privileges and ancient corporations; their right to enjoy
that property, unencnmbered with poor rates, and church
rates, and tithes, and tiends, and untold taxes and vexa-
tions; their right to pursue trades, callings, or business,
without regard to monopolies, and innwnerable, vexatious
and worrying preliminaries; their right to be free in per-
son—subject neither to forcible mnpressment, nor the sur-
veillance of an innumerable police: their right to be
cared for in sickness and destitution, without questions of
domicile previously settled; their right to the speedy and
cheap administration of justice without ¢ sale, denial, or
delay >—and wnattende:d with ruinous expenses; these,
with whatever may truly be considered civil rights,—are
enjoved by the free colored people in nearly every part of
America, to a degree utterly unknown by millions of
British subjects, not only in the East and West Indies,—
but in Ireland, and even in England itself. It any rights
had been denied thewm, as the following of certain pro-
fessions—as that of a minister of the gospel, for example,
which Virginia had lately done, he could point their at-
tention to the time when these laws were passed, and
show that it was not till after the era of abolition; and
that it would never have been, but for its fury. It was
not till after they had learned with bell, book, and candle,
to curse the white man, and teach sedition and murder to
the slaves. The nature of political rights claimed by
Mr. Thompson for the blacks, in his sweeping claim to
have them put on n fuoting of perfect equality with the
whites, seemed to be utterly unknown to him, both as to
their origin and character. Whilst he advocated a
scheme in America, which demanded the most extensive
political changes, and claimed political rights as the birth-
right of certain parties ; he still persisted in assuring the
British nation that he had never touched the subject in a
political aspect! Now, what pohtical rights does he
claim for the free blacks—and denounce all America for
refusing, on account of this prejudice against color ? Is
it right of suffrage—is it right of office, is it perfect, per-
sonal, and political equality ? If not, what does he mean?
But if he means that, it already exists in all the free
states, and in several of the slave states, in behalf of the
free blacks, to a far greater extent than the same exists in
England, as between the privileged classes and the bulk of
the nation, though all are white. I boldly assert, that a
greater part of the free nen of color in America, did en-
Joy perfect political privileges at the rise of abolitionism,
than of the white men of Britain at this day. There were
more free black voters in North America, in proportion
to the free black race, than there are white voters in all
Britain, in proportion to the white inhabitants of the Brit-
ish empire. And this, even leaving out the red millions
of the East and the black thousands of the West Indies;
—and making the Reform Bill the basis of calculation ;
If some have been deprived of these privileges—let abo-
litionists blame themselves. 1f, in most places, these pri-

vileges have been dormant, it only proves that their ex- ~

ercise was a very secondary advantage—and that the
present outcry is but the more wicked and absurd. As to
the social rights which were demanded for the slaves and
free blacks both, there 1to bea pl fusi

of ideas in the ninds of the abolitionists. Did they mean
to say that all distinctions and gradatiens of rank were
iniquitous, or did they mean that men ought to. enjoy
rights because they were black, which were justly denied
to the whites? Who had ever heard of a nobleman mar-
rying a gipsy ? or, of a King of England marrying a
laborer’s daughter ?  Bat, the fact was, every thing tend-
ed to prove, that in preaching against the alleged preju-
dice against color, the abolitionists were really advocating
general amalgamation. There were three opinions on
the subject :—1st. That in a state situated like most of
these in America, public policy required the mixture of
the races to be prohibited; so. that, in nearly all the

.
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states, intermarriages were prohibited, and in many states
they were punishable as a felony, with fine or iniprison-
ment. 2d. That the practice was inexpedient, but so far
innocent as to be lelt to the discretion of the parties,
which he believed was the opinion of sober minded people
generally in this country. 3rd. That as the chief prac-
tical objection to it, is a sinful prejudice against color,
that prejudice is to be broken down, and the contrary
right upheld, as neither improper nor inexpedient, when
voluntarily exercised. This last, or even a much stronger
advocacy of amalgamation, is the doctrine of abolition-
isin ; facts deduceable from their Declaration of Indepen-
dence, and found in the whole scope of their writings and
speeches. Mr. Breckinridge then went on to show the
utter folly, and, as he believed, wickedness of amalgama-
tion; or so acting or talking, as to create the universal
impression, that that was what was meant. In the first
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faith but slightly when we believe, that as soon as these
purposes of mercy and glory are accomiplished, and the
signal revolution in the social condition of man now con-
tended for, shall be required by the Almighty, we may
look for a cl 1 of cc ication between him and
the world, more in accordance with the spirit of his Son,
than any which has yet brought us messages on the suir-
ject.  The fourth ohjection which struck him against this
whole procedure was, that in point of fact, the world has
need of every race that now exists on ity surface. It bias
taken forty centuries to adjust the nicely balanced and
adapted re[vations and proportions of a vast and compli-
cated structure,—which the finger of all-pervading wisdom
has itself guided in all the steps of its developement. And.
now, a stroke of the pen is to subvert it all—and one dic-
tum, of the world knows not whom, accomplish the most’
stupendous revolution which all these forty centuries have:

place, the result after which the abolitionist 1 to
strive, was impossible; in the most strict sense of the
terms, naturally or physically impossible. He by no
means meant to contend with some free thinkers, who, to
upset the Mosaic Cosmogony, asserted that the different
races of men were not fruitful if intermixed beyond a
given and very near point. But what he meant was this,
all who believe the Mosaic account of the origin of the
human race, must, of course, believe they were all once of
one complexion. Now, if they could all be amalgamated
and made of one complexion again, those causes, whatev-
er they are, which have produced so great diversities,
would, after a time, re-produce them. And having grati-
fied Mr. Thompson and his friends, by universal levelling
and mixing the world, would soon find that they had done
a work which nature did not permit to stand; and would
again behold, in one belt, upon the earth’s surface, the
black, in another the red, and in a third the white man.
And to whatever degree they carried their principles into
practice, they would find proportionately great counter-
acting causes—continually fighting against them, and con-
tinually requiring the re-production of their amalgamated
breed, from the original stocks.” This, then, is a fatal ob-
jection to their scheme ; the course of nature is against it.

ut, again, he would say, as a second fundamental objec-
tion against all such schemes, that whenever, in the past
history of the world, the various races of men had been

wit d. Suppose the end gained. If any one race
now existing was obliterated, or very materially altered
in 1ts physical condition—how large a proportion of the-
world’s surface would become speedily depopulated, and so-
remain until the present condition of things were restored!’
If this could happen as to every race but one—what a:
wreck would the earth exhibit! He who will look with:
a christian’s eye abroad upon the families of men, must
feel that to acomplish the great hopes his heart has con--
ceived for this ruined world,—he needs every race that
now peoples it; and must see the hand of God in arrest--
ing 80 speedily and so signally this pernicious heresy. Im
the fifth place, he suggested an argument against amalga--
mation, which at once showed the injustice of the outcry”
against America, and the total inconsiderateness of Mr.
Thompson and his party. The fact was, that this preju-
dice of color—as it was called—was in all respects mu--
tual ; and so far from being the peculiar sin of Awmerica,.
was the common instinct of the human race, and existed-
as really, if not as strongly, on the side of the colored:

pulation as on that of the whites. In proof of this,.
R‘?r. Breckinridge cited the case of Hayti, where no man
is allowed the rights of citizenship, unless a certain portion
of black blood runs in his veins, and that of Richard Lan-
der, who, while tmvelliniin the interior of Africa, as the:
servant of Park, was looked upon with comparative favor
by the natives on account of his dark complexion; while-
his , who was of a very fair complexion, was far

allowed freely to amalgamate, one of two
had universaﬁy attended the process, namely, polygamy
or prostitution. If either of these be permitted, as inno-
cent, amalgamation can easily be pushed through its first
stage; without one, at least, of these two engines, no pro-
gress has ever yet been made in this work of fighting
against the overwhelming course of events. He regretted
he had not time to go over these branches of the argu-
ment with that pains which he could wish. If he had, he
believed, notwithstanding all that Mr. Thompson had said,
or might say, ahout sophistry, they could, each of them,
be demonstrated as clearly as that gentleman could demon-
strate'any proposition in geometry. Again, in the third
place, he believed, from what was contained in the Bible,
that in preserving, distinct from each other, the three
families of wankind, as descended from the three sons of
Noah, God had great, and yet undeveloped, purposes to
accomplish. How far the whole history of his providence
Jed to the same conclusion, he must leave to their own re-
flections to determine. But, on the admission of such a
truth as even possible—it was surely natural to look for
something in the structure of nature that would effectually
prevent the obliteration of either race. One may find
this in those general considerations which make intermar-
riages, in this view, inexpedient : or, another in the innate
and absolute instincts of the creature. But both will re-
ceive with suspicion, as an undoubted and fundamental
rule of christian morals—n dogma which reqnires us to
contend against the clear leadings of providence, and the
good and merciful intentions of our Creator. We tax our

less a favorite on that account. The North American In--
dians and the blacks more readily intermixed than the-
Indians and the whites, while the latter connexion, which:
is not indeed uncommon, is formed by the marriage of a.
white man with a squaw; never,or most rarely, of an'
Indian and a white woman, the slight and most exagger--
ated number of mulattoes, are nearly without exception,.
the offspring of white men and colored women. These-
facts seemed to show the reality and nature, or the mutual:
aversion of which I have spoken ; an aversion never over--
come but in gross minds.. And the wholeé current of re-
mark proves that those who attempted to promote amal--
gamation-are fighting equally against the purposes of Prov--
idence, the convictions of reason, and the best impulses-
of nature. He had much to say which time failed him
to say, on the spirit in which the abolition had been advo--
cated in America. He would, therefore, merely remark
whether it might be taken as a compliment, or the reverse, .
that the spirit of aH Mr. Thompson’s speeches, which he

had heard or read—might give them a tolerable idea of"

the spirit of abolition every where: a spirit which many.
seemei to consider as from above, but for himnsell he pray--
ed to be preserved from any such spirit. He had much-

also to say upon the malignant feeling und spirit of insub-

ordmation which had been produced by the discussion of ™

these questions in the breasts of multitudes df free colored
people. The rights, of which so much had been gaid in
this country, were as often produced by the imprudence
and insolence of these deluded people, as by the wanton-

’
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violence and prejudices of the lowest classea of the whites.
f of the influence ot the Jacobinical princi-
ples of the abolitionists, many free colored servants left
employments they had held for years: because the claim
then first set up, of perfect domestic equality with their
masters was refused; while many cases of insult to fe-
males, in the streets of our cities, signalized the same rea-
son and spirit. He had also much to say of the wide
spread feeling, looking towardes immediate deliverance,
from a distance, and by force, which suddenly, and, if the
abolitionists are innocent as they pretend, miraculously got
possession of the minds of the slaves all over the South-

In cons

Fourth Night—Thursday—Mr. Breckinridge. .

ern country; and which led to such stern, and but the
more ppY, if Ys quences. It had been
said in justification of his conduct by Mr. Thompson, that
persuasion had uever yet induced any one to relax his hold
on slaves—and that, as for America in particular, she
would never be made to feel aught on the subject, till her
pride and fears were awakened. To that he would reply,
that as regarded pride, perhaps America had her shure of
it ; but if abolition was not to be looked for till her fears _
granted it, he apprehended they would have sufficient time
ﬁ:t left to send Mr. Thompson on several new voyages
fore the whole country was frightened into his terms.




DISCUSSION.

FIFTH NIGHT—FRIDAY, JUNE 17.

MR. BRECKINRIDGE said the order of the exercises
of this evening had, without the fault of any one, placed
Lim in a position which was not the most natural.  Con-
sidering that it was his duty to support the negative of
the point for this evening’s discussions, it would bave
been most nataral had the affirmative been first brought
out. He said this arrangement was not the fauit of any
one, becaure it was not known that the point wou}d fallto
be discussed on this particular evening; for had it fallen
on last night or to-morrow night, the order. would have
heen as it ought to be. His position was however made
somewhat better by the fact, that nothing which Mr.
‘Thompson could say this evening in an hour or two, could
alter the assertions which he had already repeatedly made
and published in Britain. Since the notice of this discus-
sion had been published, he had, through the providencé
of God, been put in possession of six or seven papersand
Enmphlets containing the substance of what had bqen said

y Mr. Thompson throughout the country, and reiterated
by associated bodies of his friends under his eye. After
reading these carefully, he found himself pretty fully pos-

sessed of that individual’s charges and testimony against P®

the ministers, private christians, and churches of Ameri-
ca; he would therefore take them as he found them in
those publications, while Mr. Thompson’s presence would
enable him to explain, correct, or deny any thing that
wmight be erroneously stated. The first thing he ehould at-
tempt to do, was to impeach the competency of Mr.
Thompson as a witness in this or any similar case. Mr.
Thompson had shown that he was “utterly incompetent,
wisely to gather, and faithfully to report, testimony on
any subject involving great and complicated principles.
He did not wish to say any thing personally offensive to
Mr. Thompson;- but he must be plain and he would first
produce proof of what he said, which was as it regarded
this whole natien perfectly ad hominem. He would show
the andience what Mr. Thompson had said of them; and
then they would hetter judge what was his competency to
be a witness against the Americans. At a meeting inthe
Hopeton Rooms at Edinburgh, since his return from the
-United States, Mr. Thompson said,—

¢ We were really under a worse bondage that the slaves
of the United Siates. We kissed our chains and hugged
our fetters. We were gaverned by our drunken appetite.

The fecturer in the conclading roflion of his address,
depicted in a tone of high moral feeling, the degraded
condition of Great Britain as a nation, in consequence of
her extreme drunkenness. He shewed that habits of in-
temperance, or feelings aud prejudices generated by in-
temperance, pervaded every class from the highest to the
lowest, the richest to thepoorest. Statesmen howed upon
the altar of expediency; and, above all, the sanctuary
was not clean. ~ As a Christian nation we were paralyzed
in our efforis to evangelize the world—partly by the mil-
lions upon millions actually expended upon ‘ardent spirits
—partly by the selfish and demoralizing feelings which
this sensual indulgence in particular was known to pro-
duce. How could we, as a nation, upbraid America with
ber system of slavery when we ourselves were but glory-
ing in a voluntary slavery of a thousand times more de-
filing and abominable deseription? In our own country,

it might be said that there was, as it were, a conspiracy
against the bodies and souls of her people.’

Now in any Court of Justice, he would take his stand
upon the fact that the man who made that speech must be
a monomaniac ; and be believed no competent tribunal,
atter hearing it, would receive his testimony as to the char-
acter or conduct of any nation on the face of the earth.
Or if there lingered a doubt on the subject, he shonld
show from the burden of his charges against America—
that he spoke in the same general epirit, and nearly in
the very same terms of her, as of Britain, although’ the
fault found with each country was totally. different. He
spoke of each as the very worst nation on earth, because
of the special crime charged. Any man who could allow
himself to say, that the two moet enlightened natinns on
earth— were in substance the two most degraded nations
on earth; who could permit himself to bring such roiling

12¢ vely against two great people, on
account of the gins of a small portion of each—which he
had looked at till he conld see nothing else, and with the
rieverance of a gold leaf beater, exercised hisingenuity
1 stretching out to the utmost limits, over each communi-
ty; a man who not only can see little to love any where,
that does not derive its complexion from himself,—and
who, the moment he finds a blot on his brethren, or his
country, instead of walking backwards and hiding it with
the filial piety of the elder sons of Noah—mocks over it
with the rude and unfeeling bitterness of Canaan; such a
man is worthily impeached, as incompetent to testify.—
Nay I put the iesue where Mr. Thompson has put it. If
this nation be such as he has described it to be—I de-
mand with unanswerable emphasis,—how can’it dare to
call us, or any other people to » on any subj
whatever ? If, on the other hand, what he has said of
this nation be false,—1I equally demand—how can he be
credited in what he says of us—of any other nation under
the sun?  After this caveat against all that such a witness
could say, he would in the first place observe, that all the
accusations brought by Mr. Thompson against Americans,
were imbued with such bitterness and intemperance, as
ought to awaken suspicion in the minds of all who hear
them. There was visible not only a viclent national an-
tipathy againat that whole country, but also a strong pre-
judice in favor of the one side and against the other, in the
local parties there, which before any impartial tribunal,
ought greatly to weaken any credit that might otherwise
be attached to his testimony. Besides an open_ hostility
to the nation as such, ‘and a most envenomed hatred to
certain men, 'Partfes, and principles in America, the wit-
ness has exhibited such a wounded feeling of vanity from
his waat of success in America; such a glorying of his
friends, and that just in proportion to their subserviency
te him, and such a contemptuous and unmerited deprecia-
tion of his opponents, as should put every man who reads
or hears his proofs at once on his guard.” As to the opin-
ions and conclusions of such a person, even from admitted
facts, they are of course worthless; and his inferences |
from hearsay and idle reports—worse than trash. But
what 1 mean to say, is, that such a witness conridered |
strictly as testifying to what he asserts of his own krowl-
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edge, is to be heard by a just man, with very great cau-
tion.  For my own part, at the risk of being called again
a pettifogger, by this informer, I am hound to say that his
conduct impeaches his eredibility, fully as much as it has
hefore heen shown to affect his competency ;—and while
I have peculiar knowledge of the facts, sufficient to as-
zert that his main accusations are false, I fully believe
that the case he had himself made, did of itself justify all
good men, to draw the same conclusion, mervely from gen-
eral principles. I will venture to go a step farther, and
express the opinion that they who are acquainted with Mr.
Thowmpson, as he exhibts himself in the pullic eye, and
who have a knowledge of the past success, which really did,
or which he allows himself to believe did attend his efforts
in West India Emancipation, (a success, however, which
I do not comprehend, as the case was settled against him
and his party, on the two chief points on which they
staked themselves, namely, immediate abolition and no
Compensation ;) they who call to mind the preparation
and pretension, with which he set out for America, the
gigantic work he had carved for himsell there, the signal
defeat he met with, and the terror in which he fled the
country ; ma{ find enongh to justify the fear, that the fate
of George Thompzon has fully as large a share in his rec-
ollections of America. as the fate of the poor slave. In
the second place, I charge upon Mr Thompson that those
parts of his statements which might possibly be in part
true, are so put as to create false impressions, and have
nearly the same effect, as if they were wholly false, on the
minds of these who read or hear them. This results from
the constant manner of stating what might possibly be
true, and it is not only calculated to produce a false” im-
pression, and make the casval reader believe in a result
different from what would be pr d if Mr. Thc

were on oath, and: forced to tell the whole truth, but the
amiformity and dexterity with which this is done, leaves us
-astonished how it could be accidental. He [Mr. B.] as-
.sumed that all of them had read and would read Mr.
‘Thompson’s charges. After doing so they would the bet-
-ter apprehend what was now meant; but, in the mean-
-time, he would illustrase it by a case or two. Thus when
Mr. T. spoke of the Ministers in the United States being
.slaveholders, he did it in such a way as to lead the reader
10 believe that this was a general thing, that the most of
-them, if not the whole of them, were slave owners. He
-did not tell them that none of the ministers in 12 whole
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same here—and every one who had heard or read one of
his printed speeches—was ex vi terminis obliged to under-
stand this charge ke the preceding, as expressing his tes-
timony as to the conduct of American ministers generally,
if not universally. Now I will admit that there may be in
America, one minister in 1,000 or perhaps 560, who may
at some period of his ministry when he had not sufficient
light on the subject, have bought or sold slaves a single
time, or perhaps twice, or possibly thrice. But I solemn-
ly declare I never knew, nor heard of, nor do 1 believe
there exists in all America, ene such ninister, as is above

described—nor any sect that would hold fellowship with
him. He would throw under the third general head
charges of a different kind from the preceding. Mr.

Thompson, when generalities fail, takes up some extreme
case, which might probably be founded on truth, and gives
it as a specimen of the general practice; thereby creating
by false instances, as well as by indefinite accusations, an
impression which he knows to be entirely foreign from the
trath. If he [Mr. B.] were to tell in America that on
his way to this meeting to-night he saw two blind men
begging in the streets with their arms locked to support
their tottering steps—while the crowd passed them idly
by; and if he gave this as a specimen of the manner in
which the unfortunate poor were treated in Scotland, he
would not give a worse impression, nor make a more un-
fair statement of the fact, that Mr. Thompson had done,
nearly without exception, in his statements of America.
Such a spirit and practice as this pervaded the whole of
Mr. Thompson’s speeches. He would select a few in-
stances to enforce his meaning. There was a single
Presbyterian Church at Nashville, Tennessee. Now he
(Mr. B.) happened, in the providence of God, to be
somewhat acquainted with the past history of that church;
and was happy te call its present benevolent minister his
friend. He could consequently speak of it from his own
knowledge. Mr. Thompson said that a young man went
to Nashville, who, either through his own imprudence, or
the violence of the disjointed times, was arreetgd, tried
by a popular committee, found guilty of spreading sedi-
tious papers, and sentenced to be whipped; that he had
received twenty lashes, and was then discharged. Thia
he believed to be substantially true, and well remembered
hearing of the occurrence; and taking the ?’oung nan’s
account of it as true, he had been greatly shocked at it,
and had now noidea of defendingit. But in Mr. Thomp-
son’s st of the case, there was a minute misrepre-

‘States were or could not easily be slaveholders, seeing
-they were not inhabitants of a slave state; he did not tell
them that the cases of ministers owning slaves were rare
even in some of the slave states; and a fair sample of the
majority in not a single state of the Union; he left the
«<harge indefinite, and did not condescend to tell whether
the number of ministers so accused was one half, or one
third, or one fourth, or one hundredth part of the whole
number in the United States. He left it wholly indefinite,
on the broad charge that Awerican ministers were slave-
‘holding ministers; knowing—perhaps intending, that the
impression taken up should be, of the uggregate mass of
American Ministers; when he knew himself all the while
that the overwhelming mass of American ministers had
never owned a slave; and that thore who had, were ex-
ceptions from the general rule rather than samples of the
whole. It may well be asked how much less sinful it was
to rob men of their good name, than of their freedom ?
Not content with even this injustice, Mr. Thompson has
gone so far as to charge the inisters of Awerica, with
dealing in slaves:—slave driving ministers and glave
dealing ministers, were gst hi
tions. Now, said Mr. B. he would lay a strong constraint
upon himself, and reply to these statements as if they
were not at once atrocious and insupportable. The terms
used by Mr. Thompson, were universally understood in the
United States, to mean the carrving on of a regular
traffic in slaves as a busi The meaning was the

sentation, which showed singular indifference te fucts.
Mr. T. said the young man went to T'ennessee to sell cot-
tage bibles, in which business he succeeded well, for the
reason, adds the narrator, that bibles were scarce in the
south; although he could not fail to know, that before the
period in question, every family iu all those states that
would receive a bible, had been furnished with one by the
various bible societies. This, however, was not the maia
reason for a reference to this case; but was isentioned
incidentally, to show the nature of the feelings and accu-
sations indulged in by this gentleman. His account went
on to say, sometimes thut there were 7, sometimes 11 el-
ders of this Presbyterian Church. It was not intended to
lay any stress on this discrepancy; as the fault might be
the reporter’s. But seven, or cleven; it was again and
again charged, that all of them, every one, was present,
trying, and consenting to the punishment of the unhappy

oung man,  plowing up his back,’ and mingling, perhaps
In the mob who cursed him, even for his prayers. To
make the case inexpressibly horrible, it is added, that
these seven or eleven elders, had, as to part of them, dis-
tributed the sacramental elements, to the abolitionist, the
very Sabbath before, the day on which the seven _eldel:s
participated in this outrage. Now I say first, that if this
gtory were literally true, no man knows better t_han Mr.
Thowmpson, that no falsehood could be more glaring than
to say or insinuate, that the case would be a fair average
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specimen of what the leading men in the American church-

- es generally might be expected to do, in like circumstan-
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ces. Yet for this purpose, he has repeatedly nred it!
No man could know better than he, that if the case were
true in all its parts, it would everywhere be accounted-a
siolent and unprecedented thing, which could happen at
all only in most extraordinary circumstances. Yet he has
sostited it, over and over, as to force the impression that
itis a fair sample of American Christianity. But, said
Mr. B., I cali in question all parts of the story, that fn-
plicate any christian. I do not believe the statements.
Let me have proof. I do not believe there were either
seven or eleven elders in the church in question. Record
their names. If there were so many, it is next to impus-
sible, that ‘every one of them, was on the comparatively
sinall committee that tried the abolitionist. Produce the
proofs ; and I believe it will turn out, that if either of
then was present—it was to mitigate popular violence;
and that h.s influence perhaps, saved the life of him he is
traduced for having oppressed.  Healid noc mean to stake
his assertion against proof; but from his experience and
general knowledge of the parties, he had no hesitation in
giving it as his opinioh, that the facts, when known,
would not justify the assertions of Mr. Thompson,—even
as to the particular case ; and believing this, 1 again chal-
lenge the production of his authority. But, if it be true
in all its parts, 1 repeat—it is every thing but truth, to
say that it aflords a just specimen of the ellers of
the Presbyteran Churches of Aserica.  Anotler
case resem{)ling the preceding in its principle, is found
in what Mr. Thompson has said of the Baptists of the
southern states. There are, says he, above 167,000 mem-
bers in upwards of 3,000 Baptist Churches, in those
states ¢ almost all, both ministers and 8 being
slaveholders.” Allowing this statement to be true, and
that each slaveholder has 10 slaves on an average, which
is too small for the truth, there would be an amount of
slaves equal to 1,670,000 owned by the Baptists of the
Southern States. If this be true, and the census of 1830
true also, there were only left about 500,000 slaves to di-
vide amongst all the other churches ; leaving for the re-
mainder of the people, none at all ! So that after all thia,
though churches be bad, the nation is clean enomgh. Let
us now make some allowance for this gentleman’s extrav-
agance, especially as he did think he was speaking under
correction—and divide his 157,000 Baptists into 52,000
families, of three professors of religion each. This is
more than@he average for each family, especially in a
chorch admitting only adults; and the true number of
families, for that her of professors, would be ncarer
one hundred than fifly thousand. Twenty slaves to the
family is below the average of the slave owning families
of the south—so that at the lowest rate, the Baptists in a
few states, according to this person, own 1,040,000 slaves
at the least, or above half the number that our last census
gives to the whole enien. The extraordinary folly of such
sentiments would appear more clearly to the audience
when they understood—that as large a proportion of all
the blacks as of aN the whites in America are professors
of religion ;—that above half of all slaves who profess re-
lizion are Baptists; and that therefore, if there are 157,-
000 Baptists in the southern states, instead of being ¢ al-
most all slaveholders >—at least a third of theim are them-
. selves slaves. He gave these instaunces to show that Mr.

Thompson had taken extreme cases containing some show

of truth as specimens of the whole of America, and had

thereby produced totally false impressions. What truth

there was in them, was so terrifically exaggerated that no

dependence whatever counld be placed upon any of his tes-

timony. And this would be still more manifest after ex-

amining the charge brought by Mr. Thompson, that the

very churches in America own slaves; and several of his

speeches contain a pretty little dialogue with some slaves

in the fields, the whole interest of which turns on their
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calling themselves <the Church’s Slaves.’ This wns
spoken of as it were in accordance with the usoal conrce
of thiugs in the United Siwates. Indeed, Mr. Thompson
had not only spoken with his usual violence and generality
of the ¢slaveholding churches of America’—and declared
his conviction that ¢ all the guilt of the system?’ should be
laid ¢ on the church of America; ® hut at the very latest
joiut exhibition of himself and his friend Moses Roper, in
London, it was stated by the latter in one of his usual in-
terludes to Mr. Thompéon, perhaps in ‘his presence, cer-
tainly uncontradicted, that slaveholding was universally
practised by ¢all christian societies ’ in America—the soy
cieties of Friends only excepted. It may excite a blush
in America, to know that the poor negro’s silly falsehood
was received with cheers by the London audience. What
then should the similar declarations of Mr. Thompson,
made deliberately and repeatedly, and with infinite pre-
tence of candor and affection, what feelings can they ex-
cite; and how will that insulted people regard the easy
credulity whick has led the christinns of Britain to be-
lieve and reiterate charges, in which it is nut easy to tell
whether there is less truth or more malignity ?  For how
stood the facts? What church owns slaves? What
christian corporation is a proprietor of men? Out of our
ten thotsand churches perhaps half are involved in this
sin 7 Perbaps a tenth part? Surely one Presbytery at
Jeast? No,—this mountain of fiction has but a grain of
truth to support its vast and hateful proportions. If there
be above five congregations in all America that own slaves,
I never heard of them. The nctual nuinber of whose ex-
istence I ever heard is, I believe, precisely three! They’
ave all Preshyterian congregations, and churches situated
in the southern part of Virginia; and got into their pres-
ent uvhappy condition in the following manner :—Many
years ago, during those times of ignorance at which God
winked—when such a man as John Newton could go on a
slaving voyage to Africa, and write back that he never
had enjoyed sweeter communion with God that on that
voyage ; during such a period as that a few well meaning
individuals had bequeathed a small number of slaves for the
support of the gospel, in three or four churches. ‘T'hese
unfortunate legacies had increased and moltiplied themn-
selves to a great extent, and under present circanstances,
to a most inconvenient degree. A fact which puts the
clearest contradiction on thiat assertion of this ¢ accuser of
the brethren —representing their condition as being one
of unusual privation and suffering. Of late years these
cares had attracted attention, and given great uneasiness
to some of the persons connected with these churches. I
have on this platform kindly furnished me, like most of
the other documents 1 have, since this debate was public~
ly known—a volumne of letters written to one of there
churches on the whole case, by the Rev. Mr. Paxton, at
that time its pastor. ‘That gentleman is now on this sile
of the Atlantic, and may perhaps explain what Mr.
Thompson has so sedutously concealed ; how he was a
colonizationist ;—how he maoumitted, and sent his own
servants to Liberia; how he labored in this particular
matter with his church, long before the existence of abn-
hitionisin 5 and how, finding the difficulties ineuperable, he
had written this kind and modest voluine, worth all the
abolition froth ever spued forth,—and left the charge in
which he found it so diffienit to preserve at onee, an hon-
est conscience and a healthful influence. It willuot, how-
ever, be understood, that even these few churches, are
worthy of the indiscriminate abuse lavished on us all for
their sakes; nor that their present path of duty is either
an eavy or a plain one. Whether it is that there are ex-
press stipulations in the original instruments conveying
the elaves in trust for certain purposes; or whether the
general principle of law, which would transfer to the
state, or to the heir of the first owner, the slaves with
their increase,—upon a failure of the intention of the do-
nor, either by act of God, or of the partica themeelves;
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embarrass the subject; it is very certain, that wiser and
better men than either Mr. Thompson or myself, are con-
vinced that the villified churches have no power whatever
to set their slaves free. Il the churclies were to give up
the slaves, it could only have the effect, it is believed,
to send them into everlasting bondage to the heirs of the
originab proprietors. They have, therefore, justly consid-
ered it better for the slaves themselves that they should
remain as they were, in a state of nominal servitude, rath-
er than to be remitted into veal slavery. Such was the
real state of the few cases which have first been exhibited
as the sin, if not the actual condition of the Awmerican
churches; and then exaggerated inte the utmost turpitude,
by hiding every mitigating circumstance, adding some
purely new, and distorting “all things. Whether right or
wrong, the same state of things exists amongst the Socie-
ty of Friends in North Carolina, to a particular extent,
and in another form. They did not consider themselves
liable to just censure, although they held title in and au-
thority over slaves, as individuals, while they gave them
their whole earnings, and had collected large sums from
théir brethren in England, which were applied to the hen-
efit of these slaves. It is not new for the first time that
charges have been made against the church of God—that
Judah is like all the heathen. But all who embark in
such courses—have met with the common fate of the re-
vilers of God’s people; and they, with such as select to
stand in their lot—may find in the word of life, a worse
end apportioned for them, than even for those they de-
nounce, in case every word they utter had been true. We
Lless God that no weapon formed against Zion can pros-
per. There was one other instance which he had noted
under this head, as requiring some comment, which could
not bear omission, regarding the private members of the
christian churches in the United States, of whom a casual
hearer or reader of Mr. Thomnpson’s speeches, would be-
lieve that far the greater part actually owned slaves; that
very few,and they almost exclusively abolitionists, consider-
ed slavery at all wrong; that with one accord they de-
prived the slaves of all religious privileges,and used them,
not only as a chatel, but as nothing else than a chatel.
According to our last census, there were about 11,000,000
of whites, 2,000,000 of slaves, and 400,000 free blacks
in America, making a total of nearly thirteen and a half
millions. All the slaves were gathered into the 12 most
Southerly states, free blicks were not far from half in the
free and hall in the slave states, and of the whites, over
7,000,000 were in the free and less than 3,000,000 in the
slave states. The best information 1 possess on this sub-
jeet, authorizes me to say—about one persun in nine,
throughout the nation, black and white, is 2 member of a
christian church, the proportion being somewhat larger to
the North, and comparatively smaller at the South.
‘I'here are, therefore, ahove 1,100,000 white Christians in
the United States, of which about 8,000,000 live in the
12 free states, and neither own slaves nor think slavery
right; leaving rather over 330,000 for the 12 slave states.
Now, if these white christians in the slave states own alt
the slaves, and the other eight-ninths of the whites owned
none at all, there will be only about six slaves 1o each
Chrigtian there, a number far below the average of the
slaveholders—and all the North and all the South except
Christians—free of charge and guilt in the specifie thing.
But if we divide these Cliristians into families, and sup-
pose there may be as many as one in three or four of them,
who is a bead of a family, say 100,000 of them—and that
they own all the slaves; in that case, there would be an
average of 20 slaves to every white head of a christian
family in the slave states;—Dbut here again all the slaves
would be absorbed—all the North innocent, above two-
thivds of.the Christians at the Sowth proved to be not
glaveholders at all—and all the followers of the devil
wholly innocent of that crime! 'These calculations dein-
enstrate that these accusations are as groundless and ub-
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surd as any of the preceding. And whileit is painfully true,
that in the slaveholding states far too many Christians do
still own slaves;—it is equally true, that thev bear a
small proportion to those who own none, even in those
states. If we suppose the Christians in America to be
about on an equal footing as to wealth with other peuple
—and to have no more conscience about slavery, than
those around them in the slave states—and that 20 slaves
may be taken as the average, to each master—and a ninth
of the people pious, as stated before, it follows that funly
about 11,000 professors of religion can he slaveholders—
or about one in every hundred of the whole number in the
nation. Yet every one of the above suppositions is
against the churches ; yetupon this basis rests the charges
of a candid, affectionate, christian brother against them
all! The ouly remaining illustration of Mr. Thompson’s
proneness to represent a little truth, in such a way as to
have all the eflects on an inmense migrepresentation,—
regards his own posture, doings, and sufferings in Ameri-
ca. ¢Fourtcen months of toil, 6f peril, and persecution,
almost unparalled >—¢ there were paid myrmidoms seeking
my blood '—¢ there were thousands waiting to rejoice over
my destruction>—¢ when any individual tells George
Thompson who has put his life into his hands, and gone
where slavery is rife; when I, George Thompson, am told
I am to bespared,’ &c. Similar statements—ad infinicum
—fill up all his speeches; and are noticed now, not for the
Eurpose of commenting on, or even contradicting them,

ut of affording my countrymen, who may chance to see
the report of this_discussion—epecimens as our certifi-
cates often run, ¢of the modesty, probity, and good de-
meanor *—of the individual. He would pass next to a
fourth general objection against Mr. Thompson’s testi-
mony, as regards America, which was that much of it was
in the strictest sense, positively untrue. For instance,
Mr. Thomp:on had twice put a runnaway slave forward
upon the platform at London—or at least connived at the
doing of it—who stated of his own knowledge, that a Mr.
Garrison of South Carolina had paid 500 dollars for a
slave, that he might burn him, and that he had done so
without hindrance or challenge afterwards. This state-
ment Mr. T. has never as yet contradicted in any one of
his numerous speeches, although he must have known it to
be untrue. I have myself several times directed his atten-
tion to the subject, and yet the only answer is ¢ expres-
sive silence.” Then, 1 distinetly challenge his notice of
the case; and while 1 solemnly declare, that, according
to my belief, whoever ghould do such an act in any part
of America, would be hung: I as distinctly charge Mr.
Thompson with giving countenance to, and deriving coun-
tenance from this wilful mis-statement. As another in-
stance of the same kind, you are told that a free man was
sold (rom the jail at Washington city, as a slave, without
even the form of a trial; which is farther aggravated by
the assertion, that this is vouched as a fact, on the testi-
mony of 1000 signatures. This matter, when Mr.
Thompeon’s own proof is produced, resolves itself into
this : that Mr. Thompson said, there haJ been a thousand
signatures to a certain paper, which said, that a certain
man taken up as a runaway slave, said he was free! If
he was a slave, the whole cuse falls; whether he was a
slave or not, was a fact that could have been judicially in-
vestigated and decided, il the person most interested or
any other had chosen to demand it. So that, in point of
fact, Mr. Thompson's whole statements, touching this oft-
repeated case, are all purely gratuitous. And with what
horror must every good man hear that Mr. Thompson,

within the last two or three weeks, told a crowd of peo- .

ple in Mr. Price’s Chapel, Devonshire Square, London,
in allusion to this very case, that the poor black had ¢ dem-
onstruted his freedom,’ and afierwards been ¢ sold into
everlasting bondage ! > Yet upon this fiction he bases one
of his most effective ¢ illustrations of American ela\'e}'y,’
and some of his fiercest denunciations of the Americas
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people. O, shame, where is thy blush ! He could, if
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hoth more full and more accurate. Their discipline de-

time permitted, exhibit other ca: in principle—per-
haps worse even than these; in which neither the false
assertions of Moses Roper—uor the pretended evidence
of misrepresented petitions existed to make a show of
evidence; and which nothing but the most extraordinary
ignorance, or recklessness could explain. Such are the
assertions made by himself or his coadjutors in his pres-
ence, that slaves are brought to the District of Colunbia
from all the slave states for sale, that five years is the
avarage number, that slives carried to the Southern
states live ; that slaves, without trial, or even examina-
tion, were often executed, by tens, twenties, and even
thirties; that the hanner of the United States which
floated over a slave-dealing cungress, in the midst of the
slave market-of the entire nation, had the word ¢ liberty®
upon it ; (which single sentence contained three mis-
statements,) that religions men weighed children in
scales, and sold them by the pound like meat; that
there were 2,000,000 of slaves in America ‘who never
heard the name of Christ; that no white man would
ever be respected after he had been seen to shake hands
with a man of color; all which unnameable assertions
are contained, along with more than double as many
others like themn, in one single newspaper, (the Londun
Patriot of June 1, 1835;) and in a portion of the re-

rt of only two of Mr. Thompson’s meetings! Alas!
or poor human nature ! Having now gone through all
that his time permitied him to say of the proof against
America, he would lay bhefore them some counter
testimony upon several parts of this great subject. He
had at one time greatly feared that he might be obliged
to ask them to believe his mere word, perhaps in the face
of other proof; but through the providence of God, he

d Slavery, and prohibited their Members froin own.-
ing slaves, and though their disciplive itself was not car-
ried into effect with rigid exactness, he did not believe
that there was a Methodist Church in the United States,
or upon the Earth, which owned slaves, as a Church. He
believed that very few Methodist preachers—indeed, al-
mast none, owned any slaves, and nothing but the most
direct proof conld for a moment make him believe, that
one of them was a slave-dealer. The whole sect, or at
least the great majority of it, might be considered as fair-
ly represented, in the following Resolutions passed in the
Counference, held at Baltimore; and which could be a set
off to those read by Mr. Thoinpson, from one of the north-
ern Conferences :

Methodist Resolutions on Abolitlisn.—At a late meeting
of the Baltimore Aunnal Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, held at Baltimore, the following pre-
aimble and resolutions were nnanimously adopted, and
the names of all the members and probationers present,
in nuinber one hundred and fifiy-seven, were subscribed,
and ordered to be published.  The Secreiary was also
directed to furnish Rev. John A. Collins with a copy for
insertion in the Globe and Intelligencer of Washington
cily :—

Whereas great excitement has pervaded this country
for some time past on the subject of abolition; and,
whereas such excitement is belicved to be destructive to
the best interests of the country and religion ; therefore,

1. Resolved, T'hat ¢ we are as much as ever convinced
of the great evil of slavery.’ .

2. ‘That we are opposed in every part and particular
to the proceedings of the abolitionists, which look to the
i diate, indiscriminate and general emancipation of

had been put in possession of a very limited file of
American pewspapers, from the contents of which
he thought he should be able to make out as strong
a case for the truth, as he had proved the case against
it to be weak and rotten. ‘There were so many denvmi-
nations of Christians in America, that he woulc{ only tire
the meeting by enumerating them. They were of every
variety of name and opinion. As to many of them he
koew but little, and the present audience perhaps less.
The Societies of Friends generally did not tolerate slave-
holding amoug their members; neither did the Covenant-
ers. The Gongregationalists, or Independents, had not,
he believed, a dozen churches in all the slave states, and,
of course, they should he considered as excinpt from the
charge. It was, however, the less necessary to occupy
ourselves in general remarks, inasmuch as Mr. Thompson
had laid the stress of his accusations on the three great
denominations of America. ¢ He took all the guilt of this
system, and he laid it where 2 On the Church of Ameri-
ca. When he said the Church, he did not allude to any
particular denomination. He spoke of Baptists, Presby-
terians, and Methodists, the three great props—the ail-
sustaining pillars of that blood-cemented fabric.’ Such
were the words of Mr. T., and it would therefore be
neecdless to trouble ourselves about the minor, if we could
settle the major to our satisfuction. As to two of these
denominations, he should say but little; his chief and nat-
ural business being to defend that one of which he knew
most. In regard to the Baptiste, he was sorry to be
obliged to say, that he believed they were the least defen-
sible of the three denominations, now principally impli-
cated; indeed that some of their Associations had taken
ground on the whole case, from which e entirely dissent-
ed,—and which, he was sure, had given great pain to the
majority of thewr own brethren. He begged leave to refer
them to the work of Drs. Cox and Huby, just through the
press, in which he presumed, for he had not seen 1t, they
would find authentic and ample information on this and
every other point relating to that denomination in Ameri-
ca. In relation to the Methodists, bis kaowledge was

slaves.
3. I'nat we have no connection with any press, by
ducted, in the interest of the abolition

w ver
cause.

As to his own connection, the Presbyterian, he would
go as fully as his materials permitted, into the proof of
their past principles, and present posture. And, in the first
place, he was most happy to be able to present themn with
an abstract of the decisions of the General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church in the United States of America.
He found it printed in the New York Observer of May 23,
1833, embodied 1n the proceedings of the Presbytery of
Montrose, and transcribed by it, no doubt, from the Assem-
bly’s Digest:— .

As early as A.D. 1787, the Synod of New York and
Philadelphia issued an opinion adverse to slavery, and
recommended measures for its final extinction § and in
the year 1795, the General Assembly assured *all the
churches under their care, that they viewed with the deep-
est concern any vestiges of slavery which then existed ia
our country;’ and in the year 1815, the same judicatory
decided, ¢ that the huying and selling of slaves by way of
traftic, (meaning, doubiless, the domestic traffic,) is in-
consistent with the spirit of the gospel.”  But, in the year
1818, a more full and explicit avowal of the sentiments of
the church was unayimously agreed on in the General
Assemby. ¢ We cousider,’ (says the Assembly,) the vol-
untary enslaving one part of the human race by another
as a gross violation of the most precious and sacred rights
of human nature ; as uvtierly inconsistent with the law of
God, which requires us to love our neighbor as ourselves;
and as totally irreconcilable with the spirit and principles
of the gospel of Cisrist,which enjvin, ¢ whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even so to them.” They
add, ¢ it is manifestly the duty of all Christians who en-
joy the light of the present day, when (he inconsistency

of slavery, both with the dictates of hninanity and relig-
jon, has been demonstrated, and is generally seen and
acknowledged to use their henest, earnest, apd unweari-
ed endeavors to corsect the errors °,f former times, and as
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speedily as possible, to efface this blot on our hely relig-
ion, and to obtain the complete abulition of slavery
throuziloul. christendom, aud if possible, throughout the
world

1f, said Mr. B., he had expressed sentiments different
from these, or if he had inculcated, as the principles of
bis brethren, any thing different from these just and noble
sentiments, let the blame be heaped upon lis bare head.
These sentiments they had held from a period to which the
meniory of man runneth not to the contrary. Here, to-
might, 8000 miles off, God enabled him to produce a
record proving an antiquity of half a century, in full ma-
turity ! How grand, how far sighted, how illustrious is
truth—compared with the wretched and new-born, and
hlear-eyed funaticism that carps at her! These are the
principles of the Presbyterian church of the United
States. She has risen with themn, she will stand, or, if it
be God’s will, she will full with them. But she will not
change them less or more. ‘I'he General Assembly is but
now adjourned. ‘They have had this question belore them
—perhaps have been deeply agitated by its discussion.
But so tranquilly does my heart rest on the truth of these
principles, and on-the fixed adherence to them by my breth-
ren, that nothing. but a feeling that it wonld be impertin-
enut, in one like me, to vouch for a hody like that, could
deter me from any lawful gage, that all “its decisions will
stand with its ancient and unaltered principles. 1n accor-
dance with these principles the great body of the members
of that church had been all along acting. ‘There were
about 24 synods under the care of the General Assembly,
of which about one third were in tiie slave country. The
number was constantly increasing, on.which account, and
in the absence of all records, he could not be more exact.
The synods in the [ree states stood, he believed, without
exception, just where the Assembly stood, on this subject.
In the slave states, much had been done—much was still
duing—and in proof of thiz, as regarded this particular
denomination—in addition to what he had all along de-
clared, with reference to the great emancipation party, in
all of those states, he asked attention to the several docu-
ments he was about to lay before them.  The first was a
series of resolutions appended to a lucid and extended re-
port, drawn up by a large committee of ministers and
elders of the synod of Kentucky—in obedience to its or-
ders, after the subject had been several years before that
body. The synod embracesthe whole state of Kentucky,
which is one of the largest slave states in the Uuion. The
resolutions are quoted from the New York Observer of
April 23, 1836. :

1. We would recommend that all slaves ncw under 20
years of age, and all these yet to be born in our posses-
sion be emancipated, as they severally reach their 25th

ear.
7 2. We recommend that deeds of emancipation be now
drawn up, and recorded in our several county courts,
specifying the slaves we are aboutto emancipate, and
the age at which each is (o become free.

This measure is higly necessary, as it will furnish 10 oor
own minds, to the world, and 10 our.slaves, satisfactory
proof of our sincerity in this work ; and it will also se-
cure the liberty of 1he slaves against contingeucics.

3. We recommend that our slaves be instructed in the
common elementary branches of education.

We recommend that stsenuous and persevering
efforts be made to induce them to attend regularly upon
tlu; l9rdinary services of religion, both dumestic and

ublic,
P 5. We recommend that great pains be taken to teach
them the holy scriptures ; and to efféet this the instrumen-
tality of Sabhath schools, wherever they can be enjoyed,
be united with that of domestic instruetion.

The plan revealed in these resolutions, was. the one of
all others, which most commended itself to his (Mr. B’s)
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judgment. And he most particularly asked their atten-
tion.to it, on an account somewhat personal. He had
several times been publicly referred to in this country as
having shown the sinecrity of his principles in the manu-
mission of lis own slaves. He was inost anxious that no
error should exist on this subject, which he had not at
any time, had any part in bringing before the public, and
which, as often only as he was forced to do so, had he ex-
plained. The introductory remarks of the Chairman,
had laid him uoder the necessity of.such an explanation,
which had not so naturally occurred, as in this connexion.
He took leave therefore to say, that this Kentucky plan,
was in-substance the one he had been acting on for some
vears before its existence; and which he should probably

amongst the earliest, if his life was spared fully
complete. He considered it substantially the sawme as
their system for West India Emancipation; only more
rapid as to adults, more tardy, cautious, and beneficent as
to minors; and more generous, as being wholly without
compensation. In plans that affect whole nations, and
successive generations, questions of fime are of all others,
least important; of all others the most proper to make
bend to the necessities of the case. He went only to say
farther, that Iris brother, the Rev. Dr. John Breckinridge,
of whom Mr. ‘I'boinpson speaks with such affectation of
scorn, had entered this good field before him, and taken
one course with his manumitted slaves. That a younger
brother, whose name, along with nine other beloved and
revered names, is attached to this Kentucky report, had
also entered it before him; and taken a second course dif-
ferent still, in liberating his. When he came last of all,

he had taken still a third, different from each;. while

other friends had pursued othersstill.  \What wisdom their
combined, and yet varied experience could have aflorded,
was of course useless; now that all the deepest questions
of abstract truth, and the most difticult of personal prac-
tice, were solved by instinct, and carvied by storin.  The
next extract related to the great slaveholding state of
North Carolina, and revealed a plan for the reﬁgions in-
struction and care of. the souls of the slaves, intended to
cover the states of Virginia, Georgia, and South Carolina,
all slave states of the first class, as well as the one in
which it originated. Tis origin is due to the Preshyterian
Synod, covering the whole of that state. The extract is
from the New York Observer of June 20, 1835:

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF SLAVES.

¢ The Southern Evangelical Society,’ is the title of a

proposed association, amoug the Presbyterians of the
South, for the propogation ol the gospel among the peo-
ple of color.
North Carelina, and is to go into efiet as soon as adopt-
ed by the synod of Virginia, er that of South Carolina
and Georgia. The voting members of the society are to
be elected by the synods.  Honorary members are creat-
ed by the payment of 30 dollars.  All members of synods
united with the soeiety are corresponding members—ether
correspoding
bers. Article 4ih of the constitution provides that * there
shall not exist hetween this saciety and any other society,
any counection whatever, except with a similar society
in the slaveholding states.” Several resolutions follow
the coustitution—one of these provides that a presbytery
in a slaveholding district of the country, not united with
a synod in connection with the society, may become a
member by its own act. The 5th aud 61h resolutions are
as follows: =

Resolved, 5, That it be very respectfully and earnestly
recommended to all the heads of families in connection
with our congregations, to take up and vigerously prose-
cute the husivness of seeking the salvation ‘of the slaves
ip the way of maiutaining and promoting family religion.

Resolved, 6, ‘I'hat it be enjoined on all the presbyter-
ies composing this synod to take order at their earlicst

T'he coustitotion originated in the synod of '

members may be chosen by the voling mem-
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meeting te obtain full and correct statistical information
us te the number of people of color, in thé bounds of our
several congregations, the number in actual auendance at
our several places of worship, and the number of colored

members in our several churches, and make a full report *

to the synod at its next meeting, and for this purpose, that
the elerk of this syunod furnish a copy of this resolution to
the stated clerk of each presbytery.

The mext document carried them one ‘state farther
Bouth, and related to South Carolina, in which that hor-
rible Gov. M’Duffie, who seems to haunt Mr. Thomp-
son’s imagination with his threats of ¢ death without bene-
fic of clergy,’ lives, and perhaps still rules. It is taken
from the same paper as the next preceding extracti—

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF SLAVES.

We cheerfully insert the following letiter from an in-
telligent New Eunglander at the South :(—

To whe Editor of the New York Observer—

I am apprehensive that many of your readers, who feel
alively interest in the wellare of ihe slaves, are not cor-
rectly and fully informed as to their amouut of religious
iustruction. ¥rom the speeches of Mr. Thompson and
others, they might be led to believe that slaves in our
Southern states never read a Bible, hear a gospel serinon,
or partake of a gospel ordinance. Itis to be hoped, how-
ever, that little eredit will be given to such misrepresen-
tations, notwithstauding the zeal and indusiry with which
they are disseminated.

What has been done on a single plantation.

1 will .now inform your readers what has heen done,
and is now doing, for the moral and religious improve-
ment of the slaves on a single plantation, with which I

am well acquaiunted, and these few facts may serve asa

commentary oa the unsupporied assertions of Mr. T'homnp-
sou and others. Aad here I could wish that all who are
so ready te denounce every man that is so unfortunate as
to be harn to a heritage of slaves, could go to that planta-
tion, and see with their owan eyes, and hear with their own
oars, the things which I despair of adequately describ-
ing. ‘Truly, I think they would be more inclined, and
better qualitied tp use those weapons of light and love
lwhi:,;h bave beeu so ably and justly commended to their
hands.

On this plantation there are from 130 10 200 slaves, the
finest looking body that 1 have seen on any estate. Their
master and inistress have felt for years how solemu are
the respounsibilities connected with such a tharge ; and
they have ot shrunk from meeting them. ‘I'ie means
used for their spiritual goud, are abundaut. They enjoy
the constant preaching of the gospel. A youug minister
of the Presbyterian church, who has received a regular
collegiate aud theological education, is laboring amoug
them, and derives his entire support from the maste:, with
the exception of a trifling sum which he receives for
preaching one Sabbath in each month, for a ueighboring
chureh. On the Sabbath and during the week you may
sce them 6llaig the place of worship, from the man of gre
hairs to the small child, all neatly aud comtortably
cluthed, listening with respectful, and in many. cases,
eager attention to the truth as itis in Jesus, delivered in
terms adapted to their capacities, and in a manner suited
to their peculiar habits, feelings aud eircuinstances j—en-
gaging with solemnity ‘and propriety in the solemu exer-
cise of prayer, and minghiug their inelodious voices in
the bymn of praise. Nuung among them are the white
members of the family encouraging them by their attend-
ance, manifesting therr interest in the exercises, and their
auxiety for the ewrnal well being ol their people.  Of the
whole number 45 or 50 have made a profession of relig-
ion, and others are evidently deeply coucerned.

Let me now conduct you'to a Bibie class of 10 or 12
adults who can read, met with their Bibles to_study and
bave explained to them the word of God. They give
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unequiveeal demonstrations of much interest in their em-
ployment, and of an earnest desire to understand and 10-
member what they read. From hence we will go to
anether room where are assembied'18 or 20 lads atend-
ing upon cateehetical instruction conducted by their young
master. Here you will notice many intelligent counten-
ances, and will be siruck with the promptitude and cor-
reciness of their answers.

But the most interesting spectacle is yet before you.
It is to be witnessed in the Infanmt School Room, nicely
fitted up and supplied with the customary cards and other
appurtesances. Here, every day in the week, you may
find 25 or 30 children neatly clad and wearing bright and
happy faces. And as you nolice their correct.depeort-
ment, hear their unhesitating replies to the questious pro-
posed, and above all, when they unite their sweet voices
in their touching songs, if' your heart is not affected and
‘your eyes do net fill, you are the hardest-hearted and
driest-cyed visitor that has ever hecn there. But who is
their teacher 7 ‘I'heir mistress, a lady whose amiable

“christian character and ost gitfted and accomplished

miud and manners are surpassed by none.. From day to
day—month o month, and year to year she has cheertul-
Iy left her spleadid halls and circleof friends 10 visit her
school rocm, where, standivg up before those yonag in-
mortals she traius them in the way in which they should
g0, and leads them to Him who said, *suffer litle chil-
dren to come unto ne.’ ’

From the- Infant School Room we will walk through a
beauwtiful lawn haif a mile, to a pleasant grove command-
ing a view of miles in extent. Here is a briek chapel
rising for the accommodation of this interesting family
—sulfliciently large to receive 2 or 300 hearers. When
completed, in beauty and convenience it will be surpass-
ed hy few churches in the Southern country. g

Ou the plantation yeu might see also-many other things
of great interest. Ilere a negro is the overseer. Mar-
riages are regularly contracted. No negro is sold, ex-
cept as a punishiment for bad hehavior, and a dreaded
oueitis. None is bought save for the purpose of uniting
families. Hecre you will hear no clankiug of chains, no
cracking of whips; (I have never seen a hlow struck on
the estate,) and here last, but not least, you will find a
flourishing ‘I'emperance Society embracing alu ast every
individual on the premises. And yetthe ¢ Christiauity of
the South is a chaiu-forging, a whip-platting—marriage-
discouraging, Bible-withholding Christianity !?

I have confined myself to a single' plantation. But I
might add many most ineresting facts in regard 1o others
and the state of feeling in general. but I forbear.

Yours, &c. A'NEW ENGLAND MAN.

He would now connect the peculiar and local factg of
the preceding statement, with the whole community of
slaveholders in the same state; and show by competent
and disinterested testimony the real and common state of
things. The following extracts were from a letter print-
ed in the New York Observer of July 25, 1835 :—

I hiave resided eight years in South Carolma and have
an exteusive acquaintance with the plauters of the middle
and low country. 1 have seen much of slavery, and feel
cqn;pplcnl to speak in regard to many facts conuected
with it

What your correspondent has stated of the condition of
one plantation, is, iu its essential points, a common case
throughout the whole circle of my acquaintauee,

The negroes generally in this state are well fed, well
clothed, and have the means of religions insuuetion. Ac-
cording to iny best judgmeat, the work which a slave
here 1s required to do, amounts to about one 1hird the or-

-dinary labor commouly performed by a New England

farmer. A similar comparison would hold true in regard
to the labor of domestics. In the family whete T reside,
consisting of nine white persons, seven slaves are em-
ployed to do the work. This is a common case. .

In the village where I live there arc about 400 siaves,
and they gencrally attend ehurch. More than onc hua.
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dred of them are members of the church. Perhaps 200
are assembled every Sabbath in the Sunday Schools. la
my own Sunday School are about 60, aud most of them
protessors of eligion.  They are perfeetly accessible and
teachable. o the town of my former residence in New
Lugland, there were 3U0 Iree blacks. . No imore thau 8 or
10 of thuse were protessors of religion, and notanore than
twice that number could geunerally be induced to attend
churc.  ‘I'hey could not be induced o send their children
10 the distriet schools, which were always open to them,
nor cowld they generally be hired o work. They were
thievish, wretened and troubl | bave no hesitation
iu sayng, aud 1 say 1t deliverately, it would be a great
bizssing 10 them 10 exchange conditions with the slaves of
the village in which I now live. Their imellectual and
moral characters, and real means of improvement, would
be prompted by the exchange,

‘I'nere are doubtless some masters who treat their slaves
cruelly s this State, but they are exceptions 1o the gene-
ral tact. Public 101 is in a wi state and the
mau who does not treat his slaves kindly, is disgraced.

Great awd increasing efforts are made to instruct the
slaves inreligion, and elevate their characters.  Mission-
uries are employed solely for their beucfit. It is very
commou for miuisters lo preach in the forenoon to the
whites, and in the afternoon of every Sabbath 1o the
blacks. The slaves of my acquaintance are geuerally
comteuted and happy. Thue master is reprobated who
will divide tunthes. Many thousauds of slaves of this
State give evidence of piety. In many churches they
form the majority.  Thousands of them give daily thanks
vo God that they or their fathers were brought to this land
of slavery. '

Aud now, perhaps, Iought toadd, that I am net a slave-
holder, and do nat intend to continue in a slave country ;
but wherever 1 nay be, 1 intend to speak the

TRUI'H.

The next document related particularly to Virginia,—
the largest and wost powertul of the xlave states; but had
also a general relereace to the whule south, und to the
wiwle yuestion at issue. ‘L'he seatiinents it contained
were entitled to’extraordinary consideration, on account
of the source of thein. Mr. Van Rensclear, was the son
of one of the most wealthy and distinguished citizens of
the great Iree state of New York. He bad gone to Vir-
ginia to preach to the slaves. He had every where suc-
ceeded ; was every where beloved by the slaves, uud hon-
ored by their masters. He had access to perhaps forty
diiferent plantations,—on which he from te to time
preached,—and which might have been doubled, had his
strength been equal to the task.  In the mildst of his use-
fulness—ihe storm of abolition arose. Mr. Thowpson,
Like some baneful star landed om our shores; organized a
reckless agitation, made nany at the north frantic with
folly—and a3 wany at the south furions with passion.
Mr. Van Renseléar, like many others, saw a storm raging
which they had 1o power to control; and like them with-
drew from hi¢ benevolent labors. The following brief
statements made by hin at a great meeting of the Coloni-
zation Saciety of New York, exhibit his own view of the
conduct and duty of the paFtics.

The Rev, Cortlandt Van Renselear, formerly of Alba-
ny, but who has lately resided in Virginia, addressed the
wieeting, and atter alluding to the difference of opinion
which prevailed among the friends of Coloniaation, touch-
ing the present condition and treatment of the colored
populauon in this country, proceeded o offer reasons why
the peaple of the Noith should approach their brethren in
the South, who beld the control of the colored population,
wiliy deierence, and in a spirit of kiuduess and coucilia-
LTI

‘I'aesic reasons were briefly as follows: 1. Because
the people ol the South bad ot couseuted to the original
mtraduction of slavesiuto the country, but bad selemuly,
eurn:stly, aud repeat, dly remoustrated against it. 2.
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Because, having been born in the presence of slavery,
and accustomed 1o it from their infancy, they could not be
expected to view it i the same light as we view it at the
North. 3. Slavery being there established by law, it was
not in the power of individuals to act in regard to it as
their persoual feclings might dictate. ‘The evil had not
been eradicated frow the state of New York all at once:
it had been a gradual process, commencing with the law of
1799, and not consummated until 1827. ught we to de-
nouuce our southern neighbors if they refused to do the
work at a blow? 4. The constitution of the Uunited
States tolerated slavery, in its arucles apportioning rep-
resemation with reference to the slave population, and
requiring e surrender’ of runaway slaves. 5. Slavery
had been much mitigated ol late years, and the condition
of the slave population much amelioraied. lis former
rigor was almost unknown, at least in Virginia, and it
was lessening continvally. It was not cousistent with
truth to represent the siaves as groaning day and night
under the lash of tyrannical task-masiers. And as to be-
ing kept in perfect ignorance, Mr. V. had seldom seen a
plautation where sume of the slaves could not read, and
where they were not encouraged to learn.  In South Car-
olita, where it was said the gospel was systematically de-
nicd to the slave, there were twenty thousand of them
church-members in the Mgthodist denomination alone.
He knew a small church where out of 70 communicants,
50 were in slavery. 6. There were very greatdifficulties
connected with the work of Abolition, The relations of
slavery had ramified themselves through all the relations
of society.- ‘I'he slaves were comparalively very igno-
rant j their characier degraded ; and they were unquatified
for inmediate freedom. A blunder in such a coucern as
universal aboliton, would be no light matter. Mr. V.
here reterred to the result of experience aud personal ob-
servation on the mind of the well kuown Mr. Parker, late
a minister of this city, but now of New Orleans. He had
lelt this city for the South with the' feelings of an imme-
diate abolitionist ; but he had returned with his views
wholly changed. = After seemg slavery and slaveholders,
and that at the far south, e now declared the idea of im-
mediate and universal abolition te be a gross absurdity,
To hiberate the twb and a hall’ midlions of slaves in the
nidst of us, would be just as wise and as humaue, as it
would be for the father of a numerous family of young
children to take them to the frout door, and there bidding
them good bye. tell them they were free, and send thew
out to the weorld to provide for and govera themselves.
7. Foreign interlerence was, of necessity, a delicate
thing. and ought ever lo he attempted with the utmost
caution, 8. There was a large ameunt of unfeigned
Christian anxiety at the South to obey God and to do
good to man.  ‘F'here wese many tears and prayers con-
tinually poured out over the condition of their colored
people, and 1he inost earnest desire to mitigate their sor-
rows. Where such persons to be approachied with vitu-
peration and anathemas 1 9. T'here was no reason why
all our sympathies should be confined to the colored raec
and utterly withbeld from our white southern brethren.
T'he apostle Paul exhibited no such spint. 10, A regard
to the interest of the slaves themselves dictated a eautious
and prudent and forbearing course. It called for concil-
iation : for the fate of the slaves depended on the will of
their masters, nor could the north prevent it. The late
laws against teaching slaves 1o read had not been passed
until the southern people found inflimmatory publications
circulating awong the eolored people. 11. The spirit of
the gospel forbade all violence, abuse and threatening.
T'he apostles had wished to call fire from heaven on these
they considered as Christ’s enemies ; but the Saviour m-
stead of appraving this fiery zeal, had rebuked it. 12.
These southern peaple, who were represented as so gross-
ly violating all Chnstian duty, had been the subjects of
gracious blessings from God in the outpourings of his
Spirit. 13, Vhen God convinced men of error, he did
it'in the spint of wercy ; we ought to endeavor to do the
same thing in the same spirit.
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The only remaining téstimony relates to the states of
Louisiana and Mississippi, in the south west. The letter
from which it is taken is written by a son of that Mr.
Finley, who perhaps more than any one else, set on foot
the original scheine of African’ colonization; and whose
name, as a man of pure and enlarged benevolence and
wisdom, the enemies of his plans quote with respect.
The.son well deserves to have had sucha father.

New ORLEANS, March 12, 1835.

In my former letter 1 save vou some account of the
leading characters amongst the free people of color who
recenlry sailed from this port in the brig ¢ Rover,’ for Li-
beria. Ithen promised you in my next to give you some
account of the emancipated slaves who sailed in thesame
expedition. This promise I will now endeavor to fulfil,
and I will begin with the case of au individual emancipa-
tion, and then state the case of an emangipated family,
and conclude with an account of the emancipation of
several families by the same individual. )

The first case alluded to is that of a young woman
emancipated by the last will and testament of the late
Judge James Workman, of this city, the same who left a
legacy of ten thousand dollars'to the American Coloniza-
tion Society. Judge Workman’s will contains the fol-
Jowing clause in relation to her, viz :—‘1request my statu
liber, Kitty, a quarteroon girl, to be set free as soon as
convenient. And I request my execntors may send her,
as she shall prefer, and they think best, either 1o the Colo-
nization Society at Notfolk, to be sent to Liberia or to
Hayti ; and if she prefer remaining in Louisiana, that they
may endeavor to have an act passed for her emancipa-
tioh ; if the same cannot be attained otherwise ; and it is
my will that the sum of three hundred dollars be paid to
her after she shall be capablo of receiving the same. 1
request my executors to hold in their hands mouey for this
porpose. 1 particularly request my friend John G.
Greene to take charge of this girl, and do the hest for her
that he can.” Mr. Greene provided her with a handsome
outfit, carefvlly attended to her embarkation, and the
shipment of her freight, and placed her under the care of
the Rev. Gloster Simpson.

The next case, alluded to ahove, is that of a familyv of

eleven slaves emancipated for faithful and meritorious -

servicer. by the will of the late Mrs. Bullock. of Claiborne
county, Miss. Mrs. Moore, the sister and executrix of
Mrs. Bullock’s estate, gave them 700 dollars to furnish an
outfit and give them a start in the coluny.

The third and last case alluded to above, consisted of
several families, amounting in the whale to 26 individual
slaves belonging to the estate of the late James Green, of
Adams county, Mississippi. The following interesting
circumstances concerning their liberation, were commu-
nicated to me by James Railey, Esq., the brother-in-law
and acting executor of Mr. Green’s estate. Mr. Green
died an the 15th May. 1832, the proprietor of about 130
slaves, and left Mr." Railey, his F\rnther-in-law, and his
sisters, Mrs. Railey and Mrs. Wood. executors of his last
will and testament. Mr. Green’s will provides for the un-
conditional emancipation of but one of his slaves—a
faithful and intelligent man named Granger, whom Mr.
Green had raised and taught to read, write, and keep ac-
counts. He acted as foreman for his master for about
five years previous to his death. Mr.'Green, by his will,
Jeft him 3000 dellars on condition that he went to Liberia,
otherwise, 2000 dollars. Pravision was also made in the
will for securing fo him bis wife. Granger has heen em-
ployed since the death of Mr. Green, until recently, as
overseer for Mr. Railey, at a salary of 600 dollars per an-
qum. Granger declines going to Liberia at present on
account of the unwillingness of his mother to go there.
She is very aged and infirm, and he is very much attach-
.d to her. ~ She was a favorite slave of Mr. Green’s moth-
er, who emancipated her and left her a legacy of 1000
dollars. Granger came to this city with Mr. Railey to
eee bis friends and former fellow-servants embark ; and
when he bade them farewell, he said, with a very em-

‘ed above.
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phatie tone and manner, ‘I will follow you in about 13
months.’ i

The executors of Mr. Green's estate were hy no means
slack in meeting the testator’s wishes coucerning these
people.  Mr. Ruiley accompanied them 1o New Orleans,
and both he and Mis. Wood, who also was in New Or-
leans while they were preparing to embark, took a lively
and active interest in providing them with everything
necessary for their comfort on the voyage, and their wel-
fare after their arrival in the Colony,and placed inmy
hand 7000 doliars for their henefit, onethousand dollars of
which were appropriated towards the charier of a vessel
1o convey them to the Colony with the privilege of 140 *
barrels freight—sixteen bundied dollars towards the pur-
chase of au outfit, consisting of mechanics’ tools, imple-
ments of agriculure, household furniture, medicines,
clothing, &c., and the remaining four thousand four huo-
dred dollars, partly invested in trade, goods, and panly
in specie, were shipped and consigned to the Governar of
Liberia, for their benefit, with an accompanying memo-
randum made out by Mr. Railey, showing how much was
each one’s portion. P

I will closa this communication by relating one addi-
tional circumstance co icated 10 me by Mr. Railey,
to shew the intarest felt_ by Mr. Green in the success of
the scheme of African Colonization. The day previous
to his death, he ‘requested Mr. Railey to write a memo-
randim of several things which he wished dove afler his
death, which memarandum contains the following clauses,
viz. :—¢ Afier executing all my wishes as expressed by
Will, by this memorandum, and by verbal communica-
tions, [sineerely hope there will be a handsome sum left
for benefitting the emancipated negroes emigrating from
this State to Liberia j and to that end I have more coun-
eern than vou are aware of.” - .

I am anithorised by the Executors to state that there
will be a Residuom to Mr. Green’s estate of twenty or
thirty-five thousand dollars, which they intend to appro-
priaie in conformity with the views of Mr. Green express-

Yours, &e.
ROBERT S. FINLEY.

And now 1 rest the case, and commit the result to an
enlightened public. Here are my proofs and arguments,
ghowing, as | helieve, conclusively, that the slanderous ac-
cusations against my country and my brethren which I
have come to this city to repel,—are not only false, but
incredible. Here are my testimonials, few and casually
gathered up, but yet, as it seems to me, irresistably con-
vincing, that the people and churches of America—in the
very thing charged—have been and are acting, a wise,
self-denying and humane part. That they should move
onward in it as rapidly as the happinesa of all parties
will allow, must be the wish of all good men. That ob-
stacles should be interposed through the error, the impru-
dence, or the violence of well meaning but ill judging
persons, is truly deplorable. But that we should be tra-
duced before the whole world, when we are innocent;
that we should first be forced into most difficult circum-
stances, and then forced to manage those circumstances
in such a way as to cause our cettain_ruin, by the very
same people; ori

or in default of submitting to both require-
meats, be forced- first into war, and afterwards into a
state of bitter mutual contention, only less dreadful than
war itself is ontrageous and intolerable. While we justly
complain of these things, we discharge ourselves of the
guilt attributed to us, and acquit onrselves to God and our
consciences, of all the fatal consequences likely to follow
such conduct.

MR. THOMPSON rose, and spoke in nearly the fol-
lowing words :—

Mr. Chairman—If T were to say that I rose on the
present occasion without a feeling of anxiety ,r'egarding
the issue of the discussion now drawing to a close,
should say what is not the trath. I cannot remember that
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{ ever stood before an auditory in a more interesting or
responsible position. The question before us is ove of
moimentous inagnitude; and that branch of it which to-
nigit claims our special nitention, is of all others, the
most soleinn and delicate. I am therefore anxious—deep-
ly anxious—respecting the impression which shall rest
upon the minds of this assembly, when I have occupied
the atcentioh of yourself and of it, for a portion of time
equal to that which has been expended by my opponent.
1f, however, I were to say that I rose with an{ feeling of
alarm in the contemplation of the result of that ordeal
through which I am about to pass, 1 should speak that
which would be equally at vafiance with the truth. So
far from indulging any fear, or wishing to propitiate this
audience, I pray that for the sake of truth, humanity,
and the country represented by my opponent ; for the sake
of our character in the sight of éud at the audit of the
great day; there may be a severe, jealons, and impartial
{:dgmcnl formed, according to the evidence which shall

submitted. O, if it be impessible to hold the balance
strictly even, I ask that the bias for the present may bein
favor of my opponent. It is true—I am not an Ameri-
can. It is true—I was in the United States but fourteen
months. It is true—I never crossed the Potomac ; never
saw a slave, unless that slave had been brought to the
north by some temporary resident. Receive, therefore,
with caution and icion my sta Let theve be

nts.

every discount upon my assertions which my youth and )

rashness, my want of observation and experience demand.
At the sane time 1 ask that every proper. degree of re-
spect shall be paid to the witnesses I shall bring before
you; and that however my testimony muy be doubted,
theirs at least may have the weight which their character,
and station, and upportunities, shall appear to entitle them

I am accused of monstrous injustice towards America,
when I say that in that country slavery wears its most
- horrid forms. Iu saying this, I must not be understood

as speaking according to the actual physical condition of
the slave, or even oFllis legal and political condition,
apart from the religion and institutions of the land in
" which he lives. I judge not by the number of links in
his chain; the number of lashes inflicted on his back ;
the ngture of his toil, or the quality or quantity of his
food. Tt is, when irrespective of the treatment of the
body, I find'two millions of human beings regarded as
merchandise ; ranked with the beasts of the field, and
rveduced by the neglect of their immortal minds to the
condi ion of heathens—it is when I find this awful sys-
tem in full operation, surrounded by the burriers and safe-
gnards, the Lmw and the Constitution, in the United States
of North America; the land of Republicanism, and Chris-
tianity, and Revivals, that I gay—Slavery in America
wears a form more horrid than in any otler part of the
world.  Yes, Sir; when I am told that in that land, lib-
erly is enjoyed to a greater extent than in any other coun-
try—that the principles on which this liberty and inde-
pendence rest are these—¢ God. created all men free and
equal.’—¢ Resistance to Tyrants is obedience to God;’—
and see also two millions of captives; their dungeon bar-
red and watched by proud Repubhcans, and hoasting
Christians—I turn with horror and indignation away, ex-
claiming, as I quit the sickening scene, Slavery wears its
most loathso ne form in the United States of America !
Before I come to that portion of my Address which I
shall present as a reply to Mr. Breckinridge, I beg to say
one word in vindication of the character and temper
of American Abolitionists; and I am glad on this occa-
sion to be able to cite the testinlony of a gentleman, whom
Mr. Breckinridge has not declined to call his friend; I
mean James G. Birney, Esq., formerly residing in the
same state with Mr. li., but mow in’ Cincinoati. Mr.,
Birney made a visit to the North last year for the purpose
of ascertaining for himself, by actual ohservation and in-

'
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tercourse, the real character of the Abolitionists, and the

manner in which they prosecuted their work. Having
done this, he thus writes :—

. Last spring I attended the Ohio Anti-Slavery Conven-
tion ; was present at the several meetings of the Ameri-
can Anti-Slavery Society in New York, and at the A nti-
Slavery Convention held in Boston. On these several
occasions, 1 became acquainted, and deliberated wish, it
may be, not less than one thousand persons, who may
be faitly set down as among the most intelligent of the
abolitionists.”  Spbjects on which the most diverse
opinions were eutertained, and which to ambitious and
untrained minds would be agitating and dissentious in
the extreme, were discussed with thie most calm and
unrufiled composure. And whilst some of the leading
journals were teeming with the foulest and the falsest
charges of moral and political turpitude j whilst there were
produced in their assemblies, placards, calling on the mob
for appropriate deeds, and designating the time and place
of holding their meeltings, that its violence might know at
what peint it might most effectually spend iself; vet,
never elsewhere have I seen so much of sedate delihera-
tion, of sober conclusion, of dignified moderation, sancti-
fied hy earnest prayer lo God, not only for the oppressed,
but for the oppressors of his fellow ; not only for such as
they laved, but for their slanderers, and persecutors, aud
enemies.

The above is a fair account, so far as my knowledge
enables me to speak, of the character of those whem you
are pleased to deseribe ¢ a band of fanatical abelition
ists* Light and rash minds, unaccustomed te penetrate
to the real causes of great revolutions in public sentiment,
will, of course, think and speak contemptuously of them
—whilst_the philosaphie observer clearly sees, that such
antagonists of error, armed with so powerful a weapon
as the Truth, must, atall times, be invincible ; and that in
the end they will be triumphant.

A word, too, before T come to the state of the charches,
with regard to Mr. Breckinridge’s concluding topic, last
evening; to which I had not, of course, any opportunity
to reply; and, as the time, alloted for this” discussion is
now determined, I shall be’ permitted to dwell a few mo-

‘ments on the subject. Mr. Breckinridge did, I am ready

to acknowledge, with tolerable fairness, state the views
of the abolitionists with regard to prejudice against color;
that it was sinful, that it ought to be abandoned, and that
the colored man should be raised to the enjoyment of equal
civil and religious privileges with the whites. But, after
he had laid down, generally speaking correctly, the views
of the aholitionists, he proceeded to put the nost unfair
interpretation upon those views, and strangely contended,
that they were directly aiming to plish the lg
mation of the races in the fullest sense of that word.
Once again, I deny 1his. Once again, I appeal to all
that the abolitionists have ever written or spoken ; to
their published, official, , and authoritative dis-
claimers; and I say on my behalf and on theirs, that with
the intermixture of ¢ the races,” as they are called, (a

-phrase I do not like,) the abolitionists have nothing to do.

What they have ever contended for is this, that the col-
ored man should now be delivered from the condition of a
beast; that. he should cease to he regarded as the proper-
ty of his fellow-man; and that, according to the laws of
the state regulating the qualifications of citizens, he should
be admitted to a participation of the privileges that are
enjoyed by other cl of the ity. We have
never asked for more. We have left the doctrine of
amalgamation to be settled by our opponents. - The slave-
holders are the amalgamatists, whose licentiousness has
fone far to put an end to the existence of a black race
n the South, and who are still carryiog on, to use their
own expression, ¢ a bleaching system, whiteni
ulation of the Bouth, so that you may uow

the pop-
dmmel?o all
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shades of colored persons ; from those who are so fair that
they are scarcely distinguishable from the whites, to the
pure black of the unmixed negro. But my opponent de-
feated himself. While attempting to expose the folly and
wickedness of amalgamation, he at the same time con-
tended that the thing was physically impossible ;—that
even a partial amalgamation could only be brought about
by polygamy or prostitution, but tjat general amalgama-
tion was hopeless—because physically inpossible. If the
thing be utterly beyond the reach of the al holitionists, why
dread it as an'evil? Why not let the abolitionists pursue
their foolish and iwpracticable schemes T Why so much
wrath against them for aiming at that which nature has
rendered unattainahle ? ?leave Mr. Breckinridge to find
le;;e way out of this difficulty in the best manner he is
able.

Again, we are told that, in attempting to bring about
amalgamation, and in preventing colonization, we are in-
terfering with the purposes of God—fighting against his
ordinances, and exposing Africa to the horrors of exter-
mination, should the descendants of Sheth or Japhet col-
onize her shores, and not the black man who has spr::?
from her tribes. I confess I am somewhat sdrprised,
when told by a Presbyterian clergyman of Calvinistic sen-
timents, that I am-to regulate my conduct towards my
fellow-men by the purposes of God, rather than by the
law of God. " This is surely a new doctrine! What, I
ask, bave I to do with the decrees of the Almighty 7 Has
he not given me a law by which to walk 7 "Has he not
told me to love my neighbor as myself—to ¢honor all
men?’ Am I not told that God hath made of one blood
all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the
earth 7 Where is the prohibition to marry with Shem or
with Ham? 1 know of no directions in the Old Testa-
ment respecting marriages, save such as were founded on
religious differences, and I have yet to learn that there
are any in the New Testament. ~ That blessed book de-
clares, that in Christ Jesus, there is neither Jew nor
Greek, circumcision nor uncir ision, barbarian, Scy-
thian, bond nor free, but all are one. The only injunc-
tion I am aware of, is this— be not unequally yoked

ether with unbelievers.’ :

r. Breckinridge made a considerable parade of his
knowledge of universal history, and preteaded to build
his theory upon the most correct historical data, While,
upon this subject of amalgamation and extermination, I
will take the liberty of submitting one or twe enquiries o
Mr. Breckinridge.

Is there any law in America forbidding ministers to cel-
ehrate marriages between Japhethite American christians
and Jewesses (lg birth, even if Christians by faith,) and
Jews, (even if Christians,) to marry Japhethite, Ameri-
can females ? If there be not; then, why may Shem and
Japhet intermarry, but Ham ‘with neither ¥ Again—if
there be no such?aw, then the doctrine about Noah’s three
sons is not a principle on which the American people act,
but Mr. B’s individual dogma, got up to defend a line of

duct really pr ing without reference to any such
principle. II'y it be said that Jewish and Japhethite Amer-
icans are very nearly, if not altogether, of the same color ;

and that there are no political evils to be dreaded from .

the intermixture of Jews with Japhethites;—I reply,
that, admitting the truth of both these representations, is
not the sin of mixing Noah’s sons, and counterworking
the designs of God, the same in the case of Shem an
Japhet, as it would be in the caseof Japhet or Shem with
the tribes of Ham *—Again— )

Did the Romans (Japhethites) exterminate the Jews,
(Shemites 7) .

Did the A;ab S_hfmi!u, conquerors of Egypt, extermin-

ate the , (H ) who still exist,
and are known by the name of Copts or 1%
Did not the Tartars, now Turks, (a Jap! te tribe,)

G
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when they conqured the Caliphs, embrace the religion of
the conquered, who were Mok dans and Sk 1

Did not the Shemite Mohammedans conquer the Per-
sians, Japhethites,) a part of whom, who would not em-
brace the Mohamuiedan religion, and could not be tolerated
by the Mohammedans in theirs, (viz., fire worship,) flee to
Indin, where they still exist, known by the name of Gue-
bers, while the rest of the pevple, emnbracing Mohammedian-
ism, amalgamated with their conquerors—and iz not the
modern Persian language a proof of this, in which all
the terms of religion and science are Arabic, (Shemite,)
the rest of the language being a colluvies of the Deri,
Zend, and Pehlavi dialects, :”f)i('h the most eminent phi-
lologists cqnsider as all resolvable into sanscrit, the most.
ancicnt Japhethite speech existing ?

The cases of the Romans and Jews, and of the Arab
conquerors of Egypt, and the Copts, are instances of con-
quest without extermination—the parties remaining dis-
severed by religious differences. The cases of the Tartar
Turks, and the Arabs—and of the Arabs and the Per-
sians, are cases of conquest without extermination, and
with Igamation ; the ors in the first case
hming adopted the religion of the conquered, and the con-
quered in the second case, that of the conquerors.

Instead of the Americans proceeding in their conduct
towards the colored people, with any reference either to
the divine laws or the divine decrees, they act solely under
the influence of their pride and prejndice. How their
prejudice was in the first place produced, it is not neces-
sary at this time to enquire. 1 may just remark, that
color has long been the badge of slavery. Long have the
negroes been an enslaved and degraded class. The child
is tutored to look upon a colored man as an inferior, and
this feeling of superiority, implanted early in the mind of
the child, growing with his growth, and strengthening
with his strength, becomes at last a confirmed and almost
invincible principle, disposing him, with eagerness, to
adopt any views of revelation which will permit him to
cherish and grati(y his pride and hutred towards the col-
ored man. glence has arisen the aristocracy of the skin.
Hence the many lamentable departures from the spirit and
precepts of the gospel every day witnessed-in the United
States. Two illustrations of the force of prejudice are
now before us. The first is a short arti¢le (rom the New
York Evangelist, copied into the Scottish Guardian of this:
city. I will read it entire. It is s follows:—

A Hard Case.—A native born American applied to our:
authorities this morning for a license to drive a cart. He-
has heen for years employed as a porter in Pearl Street,.
principally among she hooksellers, who were his petition~
ers to the number of forty firms. He is an houest. tem-
perate, and in every respect, a worthy man ; of an ami-
able disposition, ‘muscular frame, and of good address,
and every way calculated for the situation he seeks; be-
sides, being a member of the Society of Friends, a suf-
ficient recommeadation of itself; for the office is now fll-
ed in part hy swearing, drunken, quarrelling foreigners,
who are daily disturhiag the quiet of our streets by their
broils, and endangering the lives of our citizens by their
infuriate conduct.

Wm. 8. Hewlett was refused, by our Mayor, on the
ground of publie opinion! b

‘—-—.-gaill of a skin
Not colored like his own.’

Hewlett owns. property in William Street te the amonnt
-of 20,000 dollars—but prefers, unlike masy of se more
income, a life of industry and ecoromy, to seeking ¢ oli-
awn cum dignitate.’

¢What man seeing this,
And having human feelings, does not blueh,
And hang his head 10 own Rimself a mea.’
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The next is found in a letter written by a Professor
Smith, of the Wesleyan University, New York, who,
while vindicating the University from the charge of hav-
ing expelled a young man ¢ for the crime of color,” nakes
the following admission:—

¢ That it would be difficult, in the preseut state of pub-
lic feeling, to preserve a colored individual from inquie-
tude in any of our collegiate schools, and to render his
connection with them intolerable, is not denied.’

I come now, continued Mr. T., to the state of the
American churches in regard to slavery; and to attempt
a justification of the heavy charges I have brought against
them. If, at the close of this address, it shall appear that
I have misrepresented the Christians of America ;—that
I have stated as facts, things which are untrue—I solemn-
1y calf upon those'who have hitherto vindicated my repu-
tation, and .sustained me as theé truthful advocate of the
cause of human rights, to discard me as utterly disquali-
fied to be their representative in so sacred a.work—be-
cause, capable of pleading for JUSTICE at the expense
of TRUTH.

Of slaveholding ministers in America, Mr. Breckin-
ridge has asserted, that they are as ONE IN A THOU-
SAND, or at most, as ONE IN FIVE HUNDRED.
The ftirst document I shall quote to disprove this asser-
tion, will be a legter in the Southern Religious Tele-
graph, of October 31, 1835, addressed to the Preshyter-
1an _clergy of Virginia; written to warn those ministers
against pursuits calculated to injure their spirituality, de-
stroy their usefulness, and prevent those revivals of relig-
ijon with which other portiona of the Church of Christ had
been favored ; also to account for an apparent declension
in piety in the state generally. It is proper ta remark,
that the letter from which I make the present extract, was
not written to promote the cause of abolition,—that the
writer never imagined it would be used on such an occa-
sion,—and that the newspaper in which it appears, is pro-
.slavery to the very core :— '

¢ In one region of our conntry, where I am acquainted,
of rather more than THIRTY Presbyterian ministers, in-
cluding missionaries, TWENTY are farmers, (viz. plan-
ters and SLAVEHOLDERS) ON A PRETTY EX-
TENSIVE SCALE ; three are school teachers; one is
a farmer and a teacher; one a farmer and a merchant,
and a joint proprietor of iron works, which must be in
operation on the Sabbath; and one is a farmer and edi-
tor of a political newspaper. These. farmers generally
superintend their own business. THEY OVERSEE
THEIR NEGROES, attend to their stock, make
purchases, and visit the markets to make sale of their
crops. They necessarilyhave much intercourse with their
neighbors on worldly busjness, and not unfrequently come
into unpleasant collision with the merchants.

0, sir, what a revelation of things is here ! These are
not the calumnies of George Thompson, but the fe
ion of one, striving earnestly to awaken the attention of
the Virginia clergy to a sense of the degradation and bar-
renness of the Church, and to direct their attention to the
main causes of such lamentable effects. .

Next, permit me to request your attention to an extract
from an ¢ Address to the Presbytetians of Kentucky, pro-
posing a°plun for the instruction and emancipation of their
slaves; hy a committee of the SYNOD OF KEN-
TUCKY.—Cincinnati, publiched by Ely Taylor, 1835.’
We shall in this document get at the opinion of men sen-
sitively jealous for the homor, purity and usefulness of the
Presbyterian churches, from which' Mr. Breckinridge is a
DELEGATE. What né ‘hlﬁlo‘. slavery in general, and
the practice of THEIR CHURCH in particular:—

* Brutal stripes, and all the varieus kinds of personal
indignities, are not the only species of cruelty, which
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slavery licenses. The law does not recognize the family
relations of a slave ; and extends to him no protection in
the enjoyment of domestic endearments. The members
of a slave family may be forcibly senarated, so that they
shall never more meet until the final judgment. And cu-
pidity often induces the masters to practice what the Jaw
allows. Brothers and sisters, parents and ehildren, hus-
bands and wives, are forn assunder, and permitted-to see
each other no mare. " These acts are daily occurring in
the midstefus. The shrieks and the agony, ofien witnes-
sed ou such occasions, proclaim with a (rumpet-tongue the
iniquity and cruelty of our system. The cries of these suf-
ferers goes up to the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. There
is net a ne.ighhorhood. where {hese heart-rending scenes
are not displaved. There is not a village or road that
does not behiold the sad procession of manacled outeasts,
whose chains and mournful countenanges tell that they
are exiled by force from all that their hearts held dear.
Our church, years ago, raised its voice of soleinn warn-
ing against this flagrant violation of every principle of
‘merey, justice, and humanity. Yet WE BLUSH TO

ANNOUNCE TO YOU AND TO THE WORLD,
THAT THIS WARNING HAS BEEN OFTEN DIS-
REGARDED, EVEN BY THOSE WHO HOLD
TO OUR COMMUNION. CASES HAVE OCCUR-
RED, IN OUR OWN DENOMINATION, WHERE
PROFESSORS OF THE RELIGION OF MERCY
HAVE TORN THE MOTHER FROM HER CHILD-
REN, AND SENT HER INTO A MERCILESS
AND RETURNLESS EXILE. YET ACTS OF
DISCIPLINE HAVE RARELY FOLLOWED SUCH
CONDUCT.’

Follow me now into the GENERAL ASSEMBLY of
the Preshyterian church of the United States, convened in
Pittshurgh, Pennsylvania, in May, 1835, and let the indi-
vidual who addresses you be forgotten, while you listen
to the things uttered in the midst of that solemn convoca-
tion. At the time when the passages I am about to read,
were spoken, there were sitting in that Assembly men from
all parts of the country. The Southern churches fully re-
presented by row upon row of Ministers and Elders from
every region of the slaveholding states. In that Assem-
bly, one vear from this time, did the Rev. J. H. Dickey,
of the Chilicothe Preshytery. Ohio; (a clergyman who
had passed thirty years of his life in a slave state,) and Mr.
Stewart, a ruling elder from the Presbytery of Schuyler,
1llinois, make the following statements, which have re-
mained, I believe, uncontradicted to this hour:—

¢He (Mr. Dickey,) believed there were many, and
great evils in the Presbyterian ehurch ; but the doctrine
of slaveholding, he was fully persuaded, was the worst
heresy now found in the church.’

¢ Mr. Stewart—1I hope this Assembly are prepared to
eome out fully and declare their sentiments, that slave-
holding is a mest flagrant and heinous SIN. Let us not
pass it by in this_indirect way, while so many thausands
and thousands of our fellow-creatures are writhing under
the lash, often inflicted, too, by MINISTERS AND
ELDERS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.’

*

#* * »* » * *

‘IN THIS CHURCH, a man may take a free-born
child, force it away from its parents, to whom God gave
itin charge, saying, ¢ Bring it up for me,” and sellit as a
beast, or hold it in perpewal bondage, and not only es-
care corporeal punishment, but really be esteemed an ex-
cellent christian. NAY,EVEN MINISTERS OF THE
GOSPEL, AND DOCTORS OF DIVINITY, may en-
EaFe in this unholy traffic, and yet sustain their high and

oly ealling.’
. . « *
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¢ ELDERS, MINISTERS, AND DOCTORS OF
DIVINITY, ARE WITH BOTH HANDS ENGAGED
IN THE PRACTICE. . ® * . *

A slaveholder who is making gains by the trade, may bave
as good a character for honesty as any other man.’
» * ¥ * *

No language can point the injustice and abominations
of slavery. %ut in these United States, this vast amount
of moral wrpitude is (as I believe,) justly chargeable to
the Church.” I do not mean to say those church inemnbers
who actually engage in this diabolical practice, but I mean
to say THE CHURCH. Yes, sir, all the infidelity that
is the result of this unjust conduct of the professed follow-
ers of CHRIST; all the unholy amalgamation; all the
tears and groans; all the eyes that have been literally
plucked from their sockets; all the pains and violent
deaths from the lash, and the various engines of torture,
and all the souls that are, or or will be eternally damned,
as a consequence of slavery in these United States, ARE

ALL JUSTLY CHARGEABLE TO THE CHURCH;

AND HOW MUCH FALLS TO THE SHARE OF

THIS PARTICULAR CHURCH, YOU CAN ESTI-

MATE A*S WELL AS [.” .
»

* *

¢ The judgments of God are staring this Church full in
the face, and threatening her dissolution. She is all hfe
in matters of doctrine, and on sowe points where men
may houestly differ; wlile sins of a crimson dye are gom-
mitted, in open day, BY MEMBERS OF THIS
CHURCH WITH PERFECT IMPUNITY.

I appeal to you, sir, and this audience ; did George
Thompson ever utter charges against American churches
more aw(cl than those contained in the extracts I have
read-—extracts from speeches made in the General As-
sembly of the body from which Mr. Breckinridge is a'
delegate T 1 leave for the present the Presbyterians, and
proteed to notice the state of the

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCHES.

DMr. Breckinridge displayed great regard for the reputa-
tion of this body. He believed they were almost free
fromn the sin of slaveholding—their discipline was most
emphatic in its condemnnation of it, and he defied me to
show that any Methodist was engaged in the infernal
practice of slave trading. First, as to the probable ex-
tent of zlavery in the church.  On this point 1 shall quote
from a solemn and autheuticated documnent issued by a
nomber of ministers in the Methodist Ipiscopal body in
New England, entitled :— )

¢ An appeal on the subject of Slavery, addressed to the
members of the New Englund and New Hawpshire Con-
fercnces of the Metlwdist Episcopal Church;’ and sign-

ed by

SHIPLEY W. WILLSON,
ABRAM D. MERRILL,
LA ROY SUNDERLAND,
GEORGE STORRS,
JARED PERKINS.

Boston, Dec. 18th, 1834.

In answer to the question—

¢ When will Slavery cease from our charch, if we con-
tinue to alter our rules against it as we have done for
some years past 17 they observe— .

¢ But we will not dwell on this part of our subject; it
is painful enongh to think of; and, as Membera of the
Methodist Episcopal Church,and as Methodist preachers,
we readily confess we are exceedingly afllicted with a
view of it, and still more with a knowledge of the fact,
that the ¢great evil” of slavery has been increasing, both
among the membership and ‘ministry of the Methodist
Episcopal Church ata fearful rate, for thirty or forty years
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past. The general'minutes of our Annual Conferences,
announce about 80,000 colored members in our church j
and it is highly probable from various reasons which
might be named, that as many ns sixty thousand, or up-
wards of these, are slaves; but what purportion of these
and others are enslaved by the Methodist Members and
Methodist Preachers, we have no means of determin-
ing precisely; but the alterations which have been
made in the discipline, show at once that the number is
neither few nor small; and if this evil was a ¢ great’ one
fifty years agn, what must it be now ? What will it be
fifty or a hundred vears hence, shuuld the discipline be
ALTERED as it has been during half a century past %
Who can tell where thiis ¢ great * and growing * evil,” wilk
end ? We frequently hear christians and christian minis-
ters expressing the greatest fears for the safety of the ¢ po-
litical ’ union of these United States, whenever the sub-
ject of slavery is mentiomed ; but no fears as to the pros-
perity and peace of the christian church, though this
“evil’ be ever so “great,” and though it be increasing
every day a thousand fuld. But can it- be supposed that
any branch of the christian charclr is im a healthy and *
prosperous state, while it slumbers and nurses in its bos-
om so great‘an evil.’

In reply to the challenge to produce ope instance of a
alnve-tradmg Methodisl,gl give the following from ¢ Zion’s
Watchman,” a methodist newspaper published in New-
York. It is from a letter of a correspondent of that pa-
per i—

¢ A man came among us where I was preaching, a class-
leader from Georgia, having a regular certificate, who
appeared to be very zealous, exhorting and praying in our
meetings, &c. I thought [ had got an excellent helper;
but, on inquiring- his business, I found he was a SLAVE-
TRADER~—come on purpose to buy up men, women and
children, to drive to the south!!! I expostulated with
him; but he said it was not thought wrong where he came
from. I told him we could not countenance such a thing
here, and that we could hold no feHowslrip with him.” He
farther told me that, on emjuiring of a slave he had withs .
him, what sort of a master he was, he replied, 1 have
bad four masters, but this is the most cruel of them all ;”
and told him, as a proof of it, to Jook ut his back, which,
said the minister, was cut with a whip from his head to
his heels !!’ The Rev. 8. W. Willson, of Andover, Uni-
ted States, gives nlso an extract of a letter he had seen
from a gentleman of high standing, who was at the south
at the time of writing, which says,—¢The south is too
much interested in the continuance of slavery to hear any
thing upon the subject. ‘T'he preachers of the Gospel are
in the same condemnation,and METHODIST PREACH-
ERS ESPECIALLY. The principal reason why the
Methodists in these regions are more numerous, and popu-
lar than other denominations is, THEY STICK SO
CLOSELY TO SLAVERY!! THEY DENOUNCE
BOTH THE ABOLITIONISTS AND THE COLONI-
ZATIONISTS.?

To show the extent to which THE BAPTIST
CHURCHES SHARE THE GUILT OF THE SYS-
TEM OF SLAVERY IN AMERICA, it will be sufli-
cient to read an extract from a letter addressed to the
board of Bapcist Ministers in and near London, by the
Rev. Lucius Bolles, D. D., the Corresponding Secretary
of the American Baptist Board of Foreign Missions. The
testinony is the stronger, because the whole letter s a
carefully written apology for southern religious slavehold-
ers, ang an attempt to silence the remonstrances of the
English Churches. : .

¢There is a pleasing degree of union among the multi-
plying thousands of Baptists throughout the Jand. Breth-
ren from all parts of the country meet in one General
Convention, and co-operate in sending the Gospel to the
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‘heathen. Our Southern brethren are liberal and zealous
in the promotion of every holy enterprise for the exten-
sion of the Gospel. THEY ARE, GENERALLY,
EOTH MINISTERS AND PEOPLE, SLAVELOLD-
ERS.? )

- In this connection, T may notice the recommendation of
‘the work of Drs. Cox and Hoby. We are assured by
Mr. Breckinridge, (though he confesres he has not read
the book,) that every representation it containe relative to
-Slavery amongst ¢ the Baptists in America’ may be re-
‘hed on.  That book, thus endorsed by Mr. B., infurms us

."that the deputation were permitted to sit in the convention
-at Richmond, Virginia, only on condition of profound
silence touching the wrongs of more than two millions of
‘heathenized slaves. We are gravely told that the intro-
duction of abolition would have been ¢an INTRUSION
as RUDE as it would have been UNWELCOME.” It
would, says the Delegates, have ¢ FRUSTRATED every
object of our mission;’ ¢awakened HOSTILITY and
kindled DISLIKE ;’ ¢ roused into EMBITTERED AC-

» TIVITY feelinge between christian brethren which must
have SEVERED the Baptist Churches.” It would have
occasioned the ¢ UTTER CONFUSION OF ALL OR-
DER, the RUIN of all christian feeling,” and ¢ THE
DESTRUCTION OF ALL LOVE AND FELLOW-
SHIP; ’ and the Convention would either have been
“ DISSOLVED’* by ¢« MAGISTERIAL INFLUENCE,?
~or ¢ THE DELEGATES WOULD HAVE DISSOLV-
ED THEMSELVES *!!! Yet this was ‘a sacred and
‘heavenly meeting’ in which ¢the kindliest emotions, the
warmest affections, the loveliest spirit towards ourselves,
+(the Baptist Delegates,) towards England and mankind ’.
~existed ! Oh, Sir, is it possible to draw a more affecting
picture of the withering and corrupting influences of sla-
very, than is here presented tv our view in this descrip-
tion of the triennial convention of Baptist ministers, as-
eemnbled in the city of Richmond, Virginia, in the year

1885.
AMOS DRESSER’S CASE.

T proceed to notice the case of Amos Dresser; the
-young man who was so inhumanly- tortured by the citizens
-and professing Christiane of the city of Nashville, Ten-
nessee. I can assure my opponent that the discrepancy
in my statements wiiich he has noticed, is an error in re-
Eorung I am not aware of having ever stated the nun-

er of elders in the committee to be eleven. My state-
suent of the case has always been simply this—that Mr.
Dresser, a pious and respectable young man, wus appre-
hended in Nashville on suspicion of being an abolitionist—
- ‘brought before a Vigilance Committee—and, according to
¢ Lynch Law,” was sentenced to receive 20 lashes witha
cowskin, on his bare back. That he was so punished—
and that upon the commiittee were seven elders of the
Presbyterian Church, and vne Campbellite minister. The
whole case as narrated by Mr. Dresser, and published in
the Cincinnati Gazette, is now before me. ‘Ihe Commit-
tee by which Mr. Dresser was tried and sentenced is call-
ed a ¢ Committee of Vigilance and safety > !!
The following are the namnes of the seven elders in the
Presbyterian Church:—
JOHN NICHOL,
ALPHA KINGSLEY, .
A. A. CASSEDAY,
WM. ARMSTRONG,
' SAMUEL SEAY,
8: V. D. STOUT,
8. C. ROBINSON.
The name of the Campbellite Minister—
THOMAS CLAIBORNE.
The Committee, after examing his books, papers, and
private memorands, and hearing his defence, found him
guilty—1st, ¢ of being a member of un Anti-Slavery So-
ciety in Ohio ; * 2d, ¢ of having in his possession periodi-
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eals published by the American Anti-Slavety Soclety?’
and 8ily, ¢ they BELIEVED he had circulated these pes
riodicals, and advocated in the community the principles
they inculcated.” The Chairman (says Mr. Dresser) then
pronounced that I was condemned to receive twenty lash-
es on m}' bare back, and ordered to leave the place in
twenty-four hours. This was not an hour previous to the
commencement of the Sabbath. Mr. Dresser gives the
following account of the infliction of the sentence :—

¢ I knelt to receive the punishment, which was inflicted
by Mr. Braughton, the city officer, with a HEAVY

OWSKIN. When the infliction ceased, an involuntary
feeling of thankegiving to God for the fortitude with which
1 had been enabled to endure it, aroee in my sonl, to
which I began aloud to give utterance. The death-like si-
lence that prevailed for a moment, was suddenly broken
with lopd exclamations, ¢ G—d d—n him, stop Kia pray-
ing.” 1 was raised to my feet by Mr. Braughton, and
conducted by him to wy lodging, where it was thought
safe for me to remain but for a few moments.’

¢ Among my triers, was a great portion of the respect-
ability of Nashville. Nearly half the whole number, pro-
fessors of Christianity, the reputed stay of the Chureh,
supporters of the cause of benevolence in the form of tract
and missionary societies and Sabbath Schools, several
members, and most of the elders of the Presbyterian
Church, from whose hands, but a few days before, I had
received the emblems of the broken body and shed bloud
of our blessed Saviour.’ (!!!!)

Mr. Breckinridge has twice referrefl to the appearance
of a runaway slave at my lectures in London, and has ac-
cused me of carrying him about with me, to epuct inter-
ludes during my meetings. I can assure Mr. Breckinridge
that I never bad any thing to do wih the attendance of
Moses Roper at my meetings or with the speeches he de-
livered. On neither of the oceasions mentioned had I any
knowledge of his being in the chapel until 1 found him
amongst my auditors. As for denying the facts stated by
him, kaowing as I do the brutalizing eflects of slavery,
and the state of society in the slave states of America, it
is out of the question. I sce nothing in the facts stated
by Mases Roper at all improbable. Since T last came to
this city I have read in an American newspaper, an ac-
count of an affair in Tennessce, at which the blood runs
cold.
lodged in prison by the authorities, but being demanded by
the citizens, was given up to them—tied 10 a tree, and
BURNT ALIVE! During my residence in the United
States, a negro was Burnt Alive according to a sentence
given by one of the constituted tribunals of the State! It
was cailed an exemplary punishment, and many of the
papers throughout the country were filled with long and
earned articles, justifying the horrid outrage.  Mr.
Breckinridge may point to the laws and the constitation of
the country, but I tell him theK and the authurities ap-
puinted to enforce them are alike powerless. I point hin
to the atrocities of Lynch law all over the land—to the
brutal e of the gamblers in Missiesippi, where men
in broad daylight were dragged forth, and

tied by theneck
to branches of trees, their eyes starting from their sock-
cts—and their wives driven across the river, in open buats
—their lives threatened for daring 1o ask for the dead
bodies of their husbands. I ask f any law reached the
fiends in human shape who perpetrated these deeds. Iask
Mr. Breckinridge if any law punished the felons of
Charleston, who, seizing lie public conveyauces, violated
the constitution, and the law of the State, by robbing the
mail bags of their contents, and burinng thein 7 Did not
the Postmaster General encouragingly say, ¢I cannot
sanction, but 1 will not condemn what you have done. Iu
your circumstances I would bave acted in a similar man-
ner.’ Need I remind Mr. Breckinridge of the mobs at
the north—the riots of New York-—the sacking of My

A black man lmving committed some crime, was .
ho!
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Tappan’s house, and the demolition of colored schools.
Laws there may be, but while glavery exists, and is de-
fended by public sentiment, and while the ferocious preju-
dice against color remains, they will want the ¢ exccutory
principle,’ without which they are but cruel mockery. *

A glance at the moral and religious state of the slave
population will show the amount of care and attention ex-
‘ercised by the christian churches at the south.

What says the Rev. C. C. Jons, in a sermon preached
before two associations of Planters in Georgia in 1834 ?

¢ Generally speaking they (the slaves) appear (o us to
be withont God and without hope in the world, a NA-
TION OF HEATHENS in our very midst. We can-
not cry out against the Papists for withholding the Scrip-
tures from the common people, and keeping them in igno-
rance of the way of life, for we WITHHOLD the Bible
from our servants, and keep them in ignorance of it,
while we will not use the means to have it read and ex-
plained to them. The cryof our perishing servants comes
up to us from the sultry plains as they bend at their tojl—
it comes up from their humble cottages when they return
at evening to rest their weary limbs—it comes up to us
from the midst of their ignorance, and suverstition, and
adultery and lewdness. We have manifested no emotions
of horror at abandoning the souls of our servints to the
adversary, the roaring lion that walketh about seeking
whom he may devour.’

Again: what said the Synod of South Carolina and
Georgia, in a report on the state of the colored popula-
tion, in respect of religious instruction %

¢ Whe would credit it, that in these years of revival and
benevolent effort, in this Christian Kepublic, there are
over TWO MILLIONS of human beings in the condition
of HEATHEN, and in some respects in a worse condi-
tion. From long continued and cluse observation, we be-
lieve that their moral and religious condition is such, that
they may justly be considered the HEATHEN of this
Christian Country, and will bear comparison with heath-
en in any country of the world. The negroes ure desti-
tute of the gospel, and EVER WILLBE UNDER THE
PRESENT STATE OF THINGS. In the vast field
extending from an entire state beyond the Potomac, to
the Sabine River, and from the Atlantic to the Ohio,
therc are, to the best of our knowledge, not TWELVE
men exclusively devoted to the religious instruction of the
negroes. In tl{e present state of feeling in the South a
ministry of their own color could neither be obtained
NOR TOLERATED.”

Again: what says a writer in a recent number of the
Charleston (South Carolina) Observer ?

¢ Let us establish missionagies among our negroes, who,
in view of Religious knowledge, are as debasingly igno-
rant as any one on the coast of Africa; for I hazard the
asscrtion that throughout the bounds of our Synod, there

are at least one hundred thousand Slaves, speaking the

same language as ourselves, who never HEARD of the
plan of salvation by a Redeemer.’

A writer in the Western Luminary, a respectable re-
ligious paper in Lexington, Kentucky, says, < I proclaim
it abroad to the Christian world, that heathenisin is as
real in the slave states as it is in the South Sea Islands,
and that our negroes are as justly objects of attention to

+ the American and other boards of foreign missions, as the
Indians of the western wilds. What is it constitutes
heathenism ? Is it to be destitute of a knowledge of God
—of his holy word—never to have heard scarcely a sen-
tence of it read through life—to know little or nothing of
‘the history, character, instruction and mission of Jesus
Christ—to be almost totally devoid of moral knowledge
and feeling, of sentiments of probity, truth and chastity ?
If this constitutes heathenism, then are there thousands,
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millions, of heather in our beloved land. There is one
topic to which I will allude, which will serve to establish
the heathenism of this population. T allude to the uni~ _
versal licentiousness which prevails. It may be said em-
phatically thiat chastity is no virtue among them—that its
violation neither injures female character in their own es-
timation, or that of their master or mistress. No instruc-
tion is ever given—no censure pronounced. ¥ speak not
of the world; 1 speak of Christian families generally.’

Again: I give the words of the son of a Kentucky
slaveholder, who became an abolitionist at Lane Semina-
rf', and has since induced his father to emancipate his
slaves. Hear James A. Thome: : -

¢ Licentiousness. I shall not speak of the far South,
whose sons are fast melting away under the UNBLUSH- ~
ING PROFLIGACY which prgvails. I allude-to the
slaveholding West. It is well known that the slave
lodgings, I refer now to village slaves, are exposed to the
entrance of strangers every hour of the night, and that the
SLEEPING APARTMENTS OF BOTH SEXES ARE
COMMON.? .

¢ It is also a fact, that there is no allowed intercourse
hetween the families and servants, after the work of the
day is over. The family, assembled for the evening, en-
joy a conversation elevating and instructive. But the poor
slaves are thrust out. No ties of sacred home thrown
around them; no moral instruction to compensate for the -
toils of the day; no intercourse as of man with man;
and should one of the younger mnembers of the family, led
by curiosity, steal out into the filthy kitchen, the child is
speedily called back, thinking itself happy if it escape
an angry rebuke. Why is this? The dread of moral
contamination. Most excellent reason ; but it reveals a
horvid picture. The slaves, cut off from all community
of feeling with their master, roamn over the village streets,
shocking the ear with their vulgar jestings, and voluptu-
ous songs, or opening their Kitchens to the reception of
the neighboring blacks, they pass the evening in gambling,
daucing, drinking, and the most obscene conversativn,
kept up until the night is far spent, then crown the scene
with indiscriminate DEBAUCHERY. Where do these
things occur ¥ IN THE KITCHENS OF CHURCH.
MEMBERS AND ELDERS!? )

I shall now take the liberty of reading two letters from
highly respectable gentlemen in the South, ‘to friends in
New England. The first is from a Clergyman in North
garylina, to one of the Professors in Bowdoin Colledge,

laine.

A
¢ You remember that when I was with you last sum-_
mer, I was much opposed to the Anti-Slavery Society,
and contended that the colonization scheme was a fuﬂ,
and the only remedy, for the evils of Slavery, and that 1
made a sort of talk before the students on the subject of
Slavery. It wasa poor talk, for it was a miserable
theme. I do not think what I said had any effect against
the anti-slavery people, or at all strengthened the cause of
the Colonization Society. Be this as it may, I feelita
duty I owe both to myself and to the friends I have with
you, to say,that iy views and feelings, which were then
wavering, have since, after mature deliberation and much
prayer, been entirely changed, and that I am now astrong
anti-slavery man. es, alter mature reflection, I am the’
sworn enemy of slavery in all its forms, with all its evils.
Henceforth it is a part of my religion to oppose slavery.
I am greatly surprised, that I should in any form have
been the apologist of a system, so full of deadly poison to
all holiness and benevolence as slavery, the concocted es-.
sence of fraud, selfishness, and cold-hearted tyranny, and,
the froitful parent of unnumbered evils, both™ to the op-
pressoriand the oppressed, the 1000th part of which has,
never been brought to light.. ) '
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Do you ask, why this change after residing in a slave
country for twenty years? You recollect the linesof Pope,
beginning,

¢ Vice is a monster of such frightful mein,
‘That to be haied, needs but to be scen.?

I had become =0 familiar with the loathsome features
of Slavery that they ceased to offend—besicdes 1 had be-
come a southern man in all my feelings, and it is a part
of our creed to defend slavery. I had also considered it
impossible to free the slaves in this country. Butit
is unnecessary to investigate the grouni of my former
opinions.  As to the Culonization Socicty, I have this
among many objections, that it has two faces, one for the
north, and a very differcut one for the south. If the
agents of the Colonization Socicty will come here and
say what I heard them eay in New York, I will insure
themn a good coat of tar and feathers for their labor.
That Society has few friends here, a few large slavehald-
ers who by it hope to senl off the free people in their
neighborhood, and a few others, whose consciences are
not quite easy, get a salvo Ly advoecating the Colonization
Society. These last are many of them Ministers.  The
mass of the people regard it as a Yankee plan, and hate
it of course. I remember, among other things [ told the
stadents in my address, that the only way to do away sla-
very was to give us more religion.  This argument then
seemed to be good. Send us preachers said I, and as re-
ligion spreads, slavery will melt away, it cannot stand the
gospel. I did not reflect that the religion we have here,
Justifies and upholds slavery. Our rehgion does not per-
mit the preacher to touch the subject. It is not the whole
gospel. I have not yet seen the man'who would venture
to take for his text, ¢ Masters, give to your servants that
which is just and equal.” If every man in the country
was a professor of religion, the religion we have, it would
not much help the cause. I think that I can safely say
that as a general thing, the Presbyterians are by far the
best masters, and give more attention to the religious in-
struction of their slaves than others, but I know one of
these, an Elder, who contends that slavery is no violation
of the law, ¢ Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,” and
whose slaves are driven in the field with the long whip!
But it is just to add that they are’not overworked, and
they are well fed and clothed. You are at liberty to in-
form the students, and others who heard me on that occa-
sion, that I am now an anti-slavery man; but I do not
wish the letter published with my name to it, as it would
be copied by other papers, and find its way back and do
me injury, (¥)r no maa is free, fully to express his thoughts
in this country.’

 The next is from a merchant in St. Louis, Missouri, to
& Clergyman in New Ilampshire. R

¢Saixt Lovis, Jan. 18, 1835.
Very Dear Brother,

I want to say a good deal to you, Brother, on the sub-
ject which seemns to interest you mnch at this time. lam
now, and was before I left Hartford, an abolitionist; and
that, too, from deep and thorough conviction that the eter-
nal rule of right requires the immediaic freedom of every
bondman in this and every other counuy. Siuce my resi-

dence in this slaveholding state, I have seen nothing which -

should tend to alter my previous sentiments on this sub-
- ject, on the contrary much to copfirm me in them. You,
who reside in happy New England, can have but very
faint conceptions of the blighting and corrupting\influence
of slavery on a community. Although in Missouri we
witness slavery in its mildest form, yet it is enough to
sicken the heart of benevolence to witness its eflects on
society generally, and its awfully demoralizing intluence
on the slaves themselves; being counted as property among
the cattle and tlocks of their possessors, (forgive the
word,) their standard of morulity and virtue is on a level
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(generally) with the beasts with which they are classed:
and I ani ¢redibly informed (hat many emigrants from the
slave states, who own plantations on the Missouri River,
find ng themselves disqualified by their former habits of
indolenee to compete with emigrants of another charaeter
in enterprise, turn their attention to the raising of slaves!
as they would cattle, to be sold to the Negro dealers togo
down the river.  What sort of standard of virtue, think
you, will have place on such a plantation; and at what
period in the history of our country will these degraded
sons of Africa be christianized under existing circum-
stances ? :

I'he ungodly man who is a slaveholder, is well enough
pleased with the cfforts and views of the Colonization So-
ciety, because he can manage to throw off responsibility,
and date far a-hea: the time when he shall be called upon
to do right; but state to him the sentiments and princi-
ples of the abolitionists, and he at once begins to {roth
and rage—all the malignity of his nature is called into ac-
tion—and why ?  He feels the pressure of vesponsibility,
he acts very like an iwpenitent sinner, pricked with the
trath, and iike him, teo, he either comes on the side of
right, or is hardened into a stern opposer. It is gratify-
ing to notice the gradual influence the abolition principles
are obtaining over the hearts and consciences of every
slaveholding  community, especially over the hearts of
Chriztian slaveholders.” Many of them who have allowed
the sulject to have a place intheiv thoughts, are greatly
agitated, and dare not sell or buy again for their peace’
sake. But more of this another time.’

"Ishall now lay before the meeting the sentiments of
General George M’Dutlie, Governor of the state of South
Carolina; as contained in a message delivered by him to
the two branches of the Legislature, towards the close of
fast year. I charge these sentiments upon the state, 1st,
because the representatives of its citizens, in a sevies of
resolutions presented to the Governor, unanimously ex-
pressed thew special approbation of them; and 2dly, be-
cause [ am not aware that any protest has been entered
against them by any part of the christian community.
Sentiments more atrocious were, perhaps, never penned.

The first extract, recommending legislation, has refer-
ence to the dillusion of anti-slavery publications.

¢1T IS MY DELIBERATE OPINION THAT THE
LAWS OF EVERY COMMUNITY SHOULD PUN-
ISII THIS SPECIES OF INTERFERENCE BY
DEATH WITHOUT BENEFIT OF CLERGY, RE-
GARDING THY. AUTHORS OF IT AS ENEMIES

TO THHE HUMAN RACE. Nothing could be more ap-
propriate than for South Carolina to set ‘this example in
the present crisis, and I trust the Legislature will not ad-
Jjourn il it discharges this Itigh duty of patriotism.’

Let us look at the theological views of this profound
Statesman on the subject of slavery.

¢NO HUMAN INSTITUTION, IN MY OPINION,
IS MORE MANIFESTLY CONSISTENT WITH
THE WILL OF GOD, THAN DOMESTIC SLAVE-

RY, and no one of his ordinances is written in more leg-
ible characters than that which consigns the African Race
to this condition, AS MORE CONDUCIVE TO THEIR
OWN HAPPINESS, THAN ANY OTHER OF
WHICH THEY ARE SUSCEPTIBLE. " Whether we
consult the sacred Scriptures or the lights of nature and
reason, we shall find these truths as atundantly apparent
as if written with a sun-beam in the heavens. Under
both the Jewish and Christiun dispensations of our reli-
gion, DOMESTICSLAVERY existed with the unequivo-
cal sanction of its prophets, its apostles, and finally its
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great Author. The patriarchs themselves, those chosen
instruments of God, were slaveholders. In fact the di-
vine sanction of this institation is so plainly written that
¢ he who ruos may read’ it, apd those over-righteous pre-\
ter!ders and pharisees, who affect to be scandulized by its
existence among us, would do well to inquire how much
more nearl{ they walk in the way of Godliness, than did
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. That the African negro is
DESTINED BY PROVIDENCE TO OCCUPY THIS
CONDITION OF SERVILE DEPENDENCE, is not

less manifest. Tt is marked on the face, stamped on the
skin, t'md evinced by the intellectual inferiority, and nat-
wral improvidence” of his race. THEY HAVE ALL
THE QUALITIES THAT FIT THEM FOR SLAVES,
AND NOT ONE OF THOSE THAT WOULD FIT

" 'THEM TO BE FREEMEN. They are utterly unqual-

ified not only for rational freedom, but for self-government
of any Kind. They are in all respects, physical, moral
and political, inferior to millions of the human race, ‘who

" have for consecutive ages dragged out a wretched exist-
. ence under a grinding political despotism, and who are

" doomed to this hopeless condition by the very qualitics

which unfit them for a better. It is utterly astonishing
that any enlightened American, after contemplating all

. the manifold forms in which even the white race of man-

kind are doomed to slavery and oppression, should sup-
pose it possible to reclaim the African from their destiny.

THE CAPACITY TO ENJOY FREEDOM IS AN
ATTRIBUTE NOT TO BE COMMUNICATED BY
HUMAN POWER, IT IS AN ENDOWMENT OF
GOD, AND ONE OF THE RAREST WHICH IT

. HAS PLEASED HIS INSCRUTABLE WISDOMTO

BESTOW UPON THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH.

 IT IS CONFERRED AS THE REWARD OF MER-

IT, and only upon those who are .qualified to enjoy it.
Until the ¢ Ethiopian can change his skin,’ it will be vain
to attempt, by any human power, to make freemen of-
those whow God has doomed to be slaves, by all their at-
tributes. .

Let mot, therefore, the misguided and designing inter-
meddlers who seck to destroy our peace, imagining that
they aré serving the cause of God by practically sarraign-

" ing the decrees of his Providence. Indeed it would

scarcely excite surprise, if with the impious audacity of
those who projected the tower of Babel, they should at-
tempt to scale the battlements of Heaven, and remonstrate

" with the God of Wisdom for having put THE MARK

OF CAIN AND THE CURSE OF HAM upon the Af-

"' rican race instead of the European.’

The Governor then proceeds to give his views on the
political bearings of the question, and thus sums them
upi— :

¢«DOMESTIC SLAVERY, THEREFORE, IN-

' STEAD OF BEING A POLITICAL EVIL, IS THE

CORNER STONE:- OF OUR REPUBLICAN EDI-

FICE. No patriot who justly estimates our privileges,
will tolerate the idea of emancipation, at any period,
however remote, or on any conditions of pecuniary advan-
tage, however favorable. I would as soon think of opeun-
ing a negotiation for selling the liberty of the state at
once, as for making any stipulations for the ultimate eman-
cipation of our slaves. So deep is my. conviction on this
subject, that if I were doomed to die immediately after
recording these sentiments, I could say i all sincerity,
and under all the sanctions of Christianity and patriotism,
¢GOD FORBID THAT MY DESCENDANTS, IN THE RE-
MOTEST GENERATIONS, SHOULD LIVE IN ANY OTHER

>

.
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THAN A COMMUNITY HAVING THE IKSTITUTION OF
DOMESTIC SLAVERY.’

The conduct of the clergy of South Carolina may be in”
ferred from the following account of a great pro-slavery
mneeting, beld in the city of Charleston, to denounce in
the most malignant spirit, the abolitionists of the north:—

[From the Charleston Courier.]

GREAT AND IMPORTANT PUBLIC MEETING.

One of the mest imposing assemblages of citizems in
respect of numbers, intelligence and respectability that
we have ever witnessed, met yesterday morning at the
City Hall, to receive the report of the Committee of twen-
ty-one, appointed by the meeting on the 4th inst., on the
incendiary machinations now in-progress against the
peace and welfare of the Southern states. THE CLER-
GY OF ALL DENOMINATIONS, ATTENDED 1IN
A BODY; LENDING THEIR SANCTION TO THE
PROCEEDINGS, AND AIDING BY THEIR PRES-
ENCE, TO THE IMPRESSIVE CHARACTER OF
THE SCENE!

After thundlering forth the most violating threats against
the discussion of the subject of slavery, the mesting clos-
ed with the following resolution :—

On motion of Capt. Lynch,

¢ Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting are due to
the reverend gentlemen of the CLERGY in this city, who
have so promptly, and so effectually responded to “public
sentiment, by suspending their SCHOOLS in which
the free colored population were taught ; and that this
mecting deem it a patriotic action worthy of all praise,
and qroper to be imitated by other teaczem of similar
schools throughout the state !!”

The following document will speak for itself. ‘I com-
mend it to the consideration of ministers of Christ through-
out the world. '

CHARLESTON PRESBYTERY ON SLAVERY.

Extracts from the minutes of the Charleston Union
resbytery, at their meeting on the 7th April, 1836.

With reference to the relation which the church sus-
tains to the institution of slavery, and to the possibility of
attempts to agitate the question in the next General As-
sembly, this preshytery deem it expedient to state expli-
citly the®principles which they maintain, and the course
which will be pursued by their commissioners in the As-
sembly. It is a principle which meets the views of this
body, that slavery as it exists among us, is a political in-
stitutioni, with which ecclesiastical judiciatories have not
the smallest right to interfere, and in relation to which
any such interference, especially at the present moment-
ous crisis, would be morally wrong, and fraught with the
most dangerous and pernicious consequences. Should any
attempt be made to discuss this subject, our commission-
ers are expected to meet it at the very threshold, and of
any report, ial, or dc t, which may be the oc-
casion of agitating this question in any form. And it is
further expected that our commissioners, should the case
require it, will distinetly avow a full conviction of the truth
of the principles which we hold in gelation to this sub-
ject, and our resolute determination to abide by them,
whatever may be the issue; that it may appear that the
sentiments which we maintain, in common with Chris-
tians at the South, of every denomination, are sentiments
which so fully approve themselves to our consciences, are
so identified with our solemn convictions of duty, that we
should maintain them under any circumstances; and ag
the same time, the peculiar circifinstances in which we are
placed, constitute an imperious necessity that we ghquld
act in accordance with these principles and make it im+
possible for us to yield any thing, in a matter which con»




75

‘ »
-cerns not merely our personal interests, but the cause of
Christ, and the peace, if not the very existence, of the
Southern community.

Should our commissioners fail of accomplishing this ob-
ject, it is expected that they will withdraw from the As-
sembly with becoming dignity—not willing to be associat-
d with a body of men yho denounce the ministers and
members of Southern churches as pirates and men-steal-
ers, or who co-operate with those who thus denounce them.

In conclusion, this presbytery would suggest to their
commissioners the expediency of conferring with the com-
missioners from other Southern preshyteries, that theve
may be a common understanding between them as to the
course most suitable to be pursued at this crisi¢, and on
this absorbing question. And inay that wisdom which is
from above, which is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be entreated, be their guide in managing this
important trust comnmitted to thgir hands.

Resolved, That this expression of our views be signed by
the moderator and clerk—that a copy be given to each of
our commissioners to the General assembly, and that it be
published in the Charleston Observer. :

E. T. BUIST, Moderator.
B. GILDERSLEEVE, Temporary Clerk.

Resolutions of the Presbyterian Synods of South Caro-
lina and Georgia—Dec. 1834. )

¢ Resolved Unanimously, That in the opinion of this
Synod, Abolition Socictien, and the principles on which
they are founded in the United States, are inconsistent
with the best interests of the slaves, therights of the hold-
-ers, and the great principles of our political institutions.’

The following declaration of sentiments has been. pub-
lished in Charleston, South Carolina, by the Board of
Managers of the Missionary Suciety of the South Caro-
lina Conference of the Methodist Episcopal church :—

¢ We denounce the principles and opinions of the aho-
litionists in toto; and do solemnly declare our conviction
and belief, that, whether they were originated, as some
business men have thought, as a money speculation, or, as
some politicians think, for party electioneering purposes,
or, as we are inclined to belicve, in a false philosophy,
~everreaching or setting aside the scriptures through avain
conceit of higher, moral refinement, they are utterly erro-
‘neous, aud altogether hurtful. We consider and believe
that the holy scriptures, so far from giving any counte-
nance to this delusion, do unequivocally authorize the re-
lation of master and slave. We hold that a christian
slave must be subinissive, faithful, and obhedient for reu-
song of the same authority with those which oblige hus-
bands, wives, fathers, mothers, sisters, to fulfil the duties
of these relations. We would employ no one in the work
who might hesitate to teach thus; nor can such a one be
found in the whole number of the preachers in this Con-
ference.’

One other document in reference to South Carolina,
viz., the resolutions recently passed by the ¢ Hopewell
Presbytery.’ On the subject of domestic slavery, this
Preshytery believe the following facts have been most in-
controvertibly established, viz :—

I. Slavery has existed in the Church of God from the
time of Abraham te this day. Members of the Church of
God have held glaves bought with their money, and born
in their houses; and this relation is not only recognized,
but its duties are defined clearly, both in the Old and New
Testaments.

I1. Emancipation is not mentioned among the duties
of the master 10 his slave.  While obedience ¢ even to the

*froward master’ is enjoined upon the slave.
s4IL No instance can- be produced-of an otherwise or-
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derly christian, being REPROVED, mach less EXCOM- -
MUNICATED from the Church, for the single act of
holding domesticslaves, from the days of Abraham down
to the date of the modern Abolitionisis.

IV. SLAVERY EXISTED IN THE UNITED
STATES BEFORE OUR ECCLESIASTICAL BODY
WAS ORGANIZED. IT IS NOT CONDEMNED
IN QUR CONFESSION OF FAITH, AND HAS
ALWAYS EXISTED IN OUR CHURCH WITH-
OUT REPROOF OR CONDEMNATION.

V. Slavery is a political institution, with which the
Church has nothing to do, except to inculcate the duties
of master and slave, and to use lawful and spiritual
means to have all, both bond and fiee, to become one in
Christ by faith.

Regarding these positions as undoubtedly true, our
views of duty constrain us to adopt the Yollowing resolu-
tioms:

Resolved, That the political institution of domestic
slavery, us it exists in the South, is not a lawful er con-
ftitutional subject of discussion, much less of action by
the General Assembly.

Resolved, That so soon as the General Assembly pass-
es any ecclesiastical laws, or recommends any action,
which shall interfere with this institution, this” Prasby-
tery will regard such laws and acts as tyrannical and odious
—and from that moment will regard itself independent of
the General Asseinbly of the Presbyterian church. -

Resolved, Thyt our delegatesto the approaching Assem-
bly are hercby enjoined to use all christian means to pre-
vent the discussion of domestic slavery in the Assembly
—to protest, in our name, against all acts that involve or
approve abolition—and to withdraw from the Assembly,
and return home, if, in epite of their efforts, acts of this
character shall be passed.’

From the official account of

the eedi f the”
Synod of Virginia, I wing e o N

take the following

REPORT ON ABOLITION.

¢The committee to whom were referred the resolutions,

» have, according to order, had the same under con-
sideration—and respectfully report—That in their: judg-
ment, the following resolutions are necessary and proper
to be adopted by the Synod at the present time.

Whereas, The publications and proceedings of certain
organized associations, commonly called anti-slavery or
abolition societies, which liave arisen in some parts of our
land, have greatly disturbed, and are still greatly disturb-
ing the peace of the Church, and of the country; and the
Synod of Virginia deem it a solemn duty which they owe
to themselves and to the community, to declare their senti-
ments upon the subject ; therefore—

Resolved Unanimously, That we consider the dogma
fiercely promulgated by said associations—that slavery ae
it actually exists in our slaveholding states is neceesarily
sinful, and ought to be immediately abolished, and the
conclusions which naturally follow from that dogma, as di-
rectly and palpably contrary to the plainest principles of
common sense and commnon humanity, and to the clearest
authority of the word of God.

Resolved Unanimously, That in the deliberate jl;l] -
ment of the Synod, it 1s the duty of all ministers of the
gozpel to follow the example of our Lord and Saviour,
and of his apostles in similar circumstances, in abstaining
fromn all interference with the state of slavery as establish-
ed amongst us by the C wealth, and confining them-
selves strictly to their proper province of inculcating upon
masters and slaves the duties enjoined upon them respect-
ively in the sacred scriptures, which must tend immedi-
ately to promote .the welfure of both, and ultimately te




rrestore the whole world to that state of holy happiness
which is the earnest desire of &very christian heart.

The above preamble and resolutions having been sever-
ally read, and adopted by paragraphs, the moderator
asked and obtained leave, to vote with the Synod on the
adoption of the entire report. The question being put, it
was unanimously adopted, every member, it is believed,
‘giving a hearty response.” ‘ X

The last document Ishall quote on this part of the sub-
gect is one which will fill this meeting with horror, but it
is right that it should be placed on record, to show the
ogimon entertained by a minister of the Presbyierian
charch of his brethren and @lluw-christians, and to show,
also, what kind of commuaications pass current amongst
the professed disciples of Christ ia a slaveholding comn-
munity. :

< To the Sessions of the Presbyterian Congregations

Within the bounds of the West Hanover Preshytery:

At the approaching stated meeting of our Preshytery,
1 desigu to offer a preamble and a string of resolutions on
the subject of the use of wine in the Lord’s supper; and
also a preamble and a string of resolutions on the subject
of the treasonable and abominably wicked interference of
the Northern and Eastern fanatics with our political and
civil rights, our property and our domestic concerns. You
are aware that our clergy, whether with or withont rea-
son, are more suspected by the public than are the clergy
of other denominations. {Vow, dear christain brethren, 1
humbly express it as my earnest wish, that you quit your-
selves like men. If there be any stray goat of a min-
ister among us, tainted with the blood-hound princi-
ples of abolitionism, let him be ferretted out, silenced,
«excommunicated, and left to the public to dispose of
-him in other respects.

Your affectionate brother in the Lord,
ROBERT N. ANDERSON*!1!

I trust I have adduced sufficient evidence upon this
‘heart-rending topic, and abundantly proved the allegations
1 have deemed it my duty to bring against the American
churches. No one can accuse me of wishing that any
+thing should be believed upon my bare assertion. I have
furnished documentary proof of the truth of all my state-
ments. Presbyterians, and conferences, and ministers,
and elders, and synods, and assemblies, have spoken for
themselves through their solemn and accredited speeches,
and letters, and reports, and resolutions. Judge, there-
fore, whether I have libelled America—whethier 1 am the
foul traducer that some would have you believe, but for
believing which they supply you no ground, save their'own
ill-natured vituperations. Let the facts I have brought be-
fore you be deliberately considered, and let such a verdict
‘be given as will approve itsel( to the world and to God.

" . Before sitting down, however, I must observe, that it has ¢

always given me the sincerest pleasure to notice any anti-
:slavery movewents amongst the clergy of America. With
delight I have stated the fact, that in the General Assem-
‘bly of 1885, there were FORTY-EIGHT immediate abo-
ditionists. I refer again, on the present occasion, with
unfeigned satisfaction to the indications of a better state
«of things in many portions of the Presbyterian church.
Mr. Breckinridge has quoted the Assembly’s views on
the subject of slavery; so have I. In the recent meeting
of the United Secession Synod, held a short time since in
Edinburgh, I stated fully the sentiments of*the Presbyte-
rian body in. America. At the same time, I could not omit
naming one striking fact, viz., that in 1816, the Asscwubly
struck out of the confession of the ghurch the following
note, adopted in 1794, and which contained the doctrine
of the church at that period, on the subject of slaveholding.
The note was appended to the one hundred and forty-sec-
“«oud question of the larger catechism.

[
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¢1. Tim. i, 10, The law is made for MAN-STEAL--
ERS. This crime, among the Jews, exposed the erpe- -
trators of it to capital punishment; Exodus xxi. Ng, and :
the apostle here clusses them with sinners of the first
rank. The word he uses, in_its original import, compre-
heuds all who are concerned in bringing any of the human
race into slavery, OR IN RETAINING THEM IN
IT. Hominum fures, qui servos vel liberos abducunt, ret-
inent, vendunt, vel emunt. Stealers.of men are all those
who bring off slaves or freemen, and KEEP, SELL, OR
BUY THEM. To steal a freeman, says Grotius, is the
highest kind of theft. 1In other instances, we only steal
human property, but when we steal or retain men in slave-
ry, we seize those who, in common with ourselves, are -
constituted by the original grant, lords of the earth. Gen-
esis i. 28. Vide Poli synopsin in loc.’

Why this note has been cancelled, I shall not attempt
to say. Neither Mr. Breckinridge nor this assembly need
be at any loss to imagine for what reasons so strong and
unequivocal a passage was omitted by a- body in which so
large a proportion were slaveholders. I have recently
read, and publicly commended, an atldress put forth by the
Synod of Kentucky, containing a very faithful, thougl ap-
palling, disclosure of the state of slavery in Kentucky ; and
expressing an earnest hope that the members of the Pres-
byterian body will, without delay, take steps to promote the
education and emancipation of the slaves. Let me also
state that the followving ecclesiastical meetings have pass-
ed resolutions, and many of them adopted rules of church
membership, in accordande with the views of, the Ameri-
can Anti-Slavery Society. Some of them have speciall
approved the principles and measures of that body.
beg, while I read this list, to remind Mr. Breckinridge
that these form a part of that ragged regiment, respecting
which he was so merry in one of his by-gone speeches.

SYNQDS of Utica and Cincinnati. :
Ea(s:tlern hSub-Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian
hurcin.

PRESBYTERIES of Delaware, Champlain, Erie,
Chillicothe, Detroit, and Gennessee.
- General Association of New York. o
. Central Evangelical Association. .
Cumberland Baptist Association—Equally divided. -
One Hundred and Eighty-Five Baptist Clergymen.
The vast majority of the New England and New Hamp-
shire Conferences of Episcopal Methodists, and a
large number of individual Churches,

Thus is the cause advancing ! The purifying leaven is
extending through all the country. The elements which
are ordained to redeem America from the pollution and
infamy of slavery, are working mightily. When I went
to the United States, I took the principles I fonnd lyin
comparatively forgotten, and proclaimed them abroad. %
planted yself upon the American Bible, and the Ameri-
can Declaration of Independence, and preached from these
that the varied tribes of men are of one blood, and that
all men should be ¢ free and equal.” I have not labored in
vain. There is now a mighty and indomitable host of
pure and ardent friends to the freedom and elevation of
the long degraded colored man. Let us thank God, and
take courage, and expect with confidence the speedy arri-
val of the happy day, when the soil of Amerjca shall be
untrodden by the foot of a slave. )

Mr.BRECKINRIDGE said, he regretted to be obliged
to say any thing more on this subject, which he had wish-
ed to consider “concluded, so far as he was concerned, at
the clese of his preceding speech. He felt obliged, how-
ever, hy the importance of the whole case, to consume a
portion of this, his last address—and which he had desir-
ed to occupy in a different way—in making a few explan-
ations which seemed indispensable. It would be observ-.
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ed, first, that the great bulk of the testimonies, produced
throughout, and especially in his last speech, by Mr.
Thowpson, were individual opinions aud assertions, ofien
of obscure persons, and therclore, for aught the world
could tell, fictitious persons; or W known persons, they
were often wen of the world, and avowe:dly actng on
worldly principles, and ther 2, o 1ore affording aeri-
terion of the state of the Ameiican churches, than the im-
moralities of any public functionary here, conld be justly
made a rule of jadgment of the faith and morals of the
British christians. A considerable portion, aizo, were
taken from the transcient and heated declamatisns of vio-
Jeut party wewspapers, which, wrested from their original
purpose and connection, might mean what never was
meaut, or even, if fairly collated, expressed what their au-
thors, perhaps, would now ghadly reeall. How far wonlkd
it be proof of the assertions of Mr. ‘L. of America—if, in
some other land, some bigot should quote, as indisputable,
Mr. Thompson’s story of the colored man in Washington
ity, whose assertion, at third hand, that he was {iree, au-
ed the declaration, that € ke had demonstrated his
freedom,” and yet, alter all, had been sold into everlasg-
ing slavery without a trial!  And yet, many of bis proofs
are of no more value to him, than his assertions ought to
be to any who come after him. It is next most worthy of
note, that so far as all his proofs estublizh any thing
against either any portion of the American nation or the
Aumerican church, they all van upon the assumed truth of
all my explanations, of their real state and operations. It
is the slaveholding portion, it is the comparatively small
body of slaveholding professors of religion, it is the mi-
nority of the nation, the very small minority of the chri
tians of it, implicated continually ; and therefore, if every
word produced were true, the sweeping conclusions froum
them would be gross fraud on the prevailing ignorance of
all American affairs. But what is most important to
observe, and what must be palpable to the capaciiy of
every child wh has attended to this discussion, the weight-
jest of Mr. Thompson’s proufs ccased to be proois atall,
the moment the facts, cant words, and circumstances con-
nected are explained. He used words in one sense which
he knows you will understand in another—sporting at
once with your good feelings and yomr want of minute in-
formation, while all the result is false as to us, and unhap-
py as to every thing concerned, éxcept ¢ Othello’s occupa-
tion,” which meanwhile is not gone. When decided and
perhaps violent terms are used against ¢ abolition’ or
¢ abolitionists,” or anti-slavery, or the ¢ Anti-Slavery So-
ciety,’ they are adduced to convince you that those who
use them are pro-slavery men ; that they understand the
terms as you do; and that it is an expression of rank
hostilit y to all emancipation on the part of the American
tyrants, in whose nostrils, according to this gentleman, the
slave and freedom equally stink ! = A metaphor nearly as
full of 4rath as decency. The fact, however, is that, al-
though many would decline the use of such harsh and viu-
dictive language, which, caught from abolitienists, has
been turned against it; yet the bulk of the real sentiments,
ag brought forward by Mr. Thompson, as proofs of Ameri-
can salvery, on account of Amevican hatred o his pecaliar
plans, pinciples. and spirit in attempting its removal, are
true, yusv,and defensible. And I am feady to advocate and
to defend much that he, by a disingenuous citation, has
made at first adious, and then characteristic of America.
They prove only that he and-his coadjutors are most odinus
to the country, which is a fact never deaied except by him-
self or them. And to what has the whole current of his
testimony tended, if not to show that they might reason-
ably have expected, and did a great deal to deserve such
a conclusion.  But itisnow impossible to enter again upon
these matters, and upon the case as presented, he was will-
ing for the world to pass its verdict. While he would,
therefore, take no further notice of any new matter con-

tained in the lagt speech, there were several remarks ne-
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cessary to be mnde, to elucidate subjects that had already

been several times before them. The first case was that

of Arios Dresser, the abolitlonist whipped at Nashville..

He would pass gver what Mr. 'F'. had said relating to his
(1. B’<) notice of the discrepaney in the number of elders
in the Nashville church.  He had treated that gentleman
witit great candor in the matter, which he bad returaed
with incivility and injustice, and there he was content to
let it vest.: But how stood the facts of the case®itself ?
Amos Dresser isveported to have said that there were seven
clders of the church; that all of them were on the commit-
tee of vigilunce of Nashville; that most of them were
among his triers, and that some of them had administered
the communion to him the préceding Sabbath. Now let
uz admit that this is literally truie—(which I believe, how-
ever, is not the case, in at least three particulars,)—how
does it justify Mr. Thowpson,dn asserting as he did at
London and clsewhere, ¢that on that Lynch Committee
there sat seven Elders and one Minister, some of whom
had sat with the young man at the Table of the Lord on
the preceding Sunday 7 Mr. Thompson positively con-
tradicts his own and only witness, when he says that
all the seven elders sat as triers;—he enlarges - his
tedtiinony when he insinuates that they not only con-
cuarved in his punishment, but were present and active
in it infliction; and he infers without the least au-
thority, and adds it to the words of ‘the witness, that
those very elders who administered the Lord’s Supper
to Dresser on Sunday—¢ plowed up his back >—as Lynch
Committee men on a subsequent day of the same weck.
Now, in the name of common honesty, is such deceitful
handling of the truth to be tolerated in u christian
community? Oh! what a spectacle would we behold—
(i€} had but the privilege, before some competent tri-
bunal—to take the published accusations of this man
in my hands and force him to reveal, on- oath, the
whole grounds on which he makes them! Mr. B. then
stated that after he entered the house to-night, two
packoges had been put into his hands, which be could
amine then, as he was just about to open the dis-

ssion.  He had snatched a moment during the interval
to glance his eye over their contents, and considered it
his dnty to say a few words in reference to each.
One of them was a little volume from the pen of
Dr. Channing, of Boston, on the subject of slavery,
just passing through the press of an enterprising book-
seller of Glasgow, who had done him the favor of
presenting to him, in very kind terms, the first copy of
the edition. They who would take the trouble of look-
ing over the printed report of Mr. Thompson’s second
address to the Glasgow Emancipation Society, would
find that, in speaking of the Unitarians in America, be
had used the following language:—¢ One of their greatest
men, a giant in intellect, had already taken the right view
of the subject, and there could not exist a doubt that ere
long, he would bring over the body to the good cause.”
In this sentence, as it stands in the speech, at the end of
the words. ¢ giant in intellect,—stands a star,—at the bot-
tom of the page another, Lefore the words ¢ Dr. Channing.”
Now it so happens that in this little book, there is a chap-
ter headed ¢ Abolitionism,”> I have looked through it
casually, within the last hour; and I beseech you all to
read it carefully, and judge for yourselves, of the utter
recklessuess with which Mr. Thompson makey assertions.
The other parcel, contained a letter {rom an American
gentleman residing in Britain, and oune balf of the New
York Spectator, of October 1, 1835, Under the head of
editorial correspondence, is an article above a column and
a half in length devoted in great part to Mr. Thompson.
Aumongst other passages, it adverts to his doings at Ando-
ver, and the charges imade against him there, on such
weighty authority; and in that connection has the follow-
ing explicit paragraph:—

¢ Mr. Thotnpson in conversation with some of the stu-




dents, repeatedly averred that every slavehalder in the
United States GUGHI' TO HAVE HIS THROAT
CUT; or DESERVED T0 HAVE HIS THROAT
CUT; although he afterwards publicly denie-! that be iad
said so.  Butthe proof is direct and positne. In con-
versation-with one of the theologica! students in regard 1o
the moral instruction which ought 1o be eujoved by the
slaves, he distinetly declared THAT EVERY SLAVE
SHOULD BE TAUGHT TO CUT HIS MASTER'S
THROAT! TIstate the fact—knowing the responsibility
1 am assuming, and challenge a legal iuvestigation.

Cn this tremendous docoment, I make but two remarks.
The first is that Francis Hall & Co. the publishers of the
Spectator, were in character and furtane, perviectly re-
spunsible to Mr. Thowpson. The second is, that if Mr.
Thompson’s rule of judgnient was just, m that branch of
this same case—in the cxercise of which he declared that
another paper in New York could never be got to publish
his exculpatory certificates in regard to this very transac-
tion, because the publisher knew
we are irresistibly bound on his own showing to conject-
ure, that for the same reazon le declined taking up the
challenge of the Spectator. There was only vne more
topic on which he seemed called on to remak; and that
he had several times passed over, ont of considerations of
delicacy. It had all along been his aim to use as litile
freedom as possible with the names of individuali—and
he could declare, that he had implicated by uwame, no vne
except out of absolute necessity—that lie had furcborie to
say true but severe things of several who had lieen most
wijastly commended during this ¢ ion—arnd had omit-
ted of the very few he bud censured by numse, cidedly
worse things, than those he had uttered of thew—anil
which he might have uttered both truly and pertinently.
Amongst the cases of rather peculiar furbearance, was the
oft cited one, of a misguided young man, by the nne of
Thome, who went from Kentueky to New York to repeat
a most audacious speech, which” was o duubt prepared
for him, before an assembly literally the most mized that
was ever convened in that city: baving delivered which,
he departed with the pity or contempt of 9-10ths of all the
decent people in it, and weat 1 know not whither, and
dwells I know not where. The victory as there trumpet-
ed, and now celebrated, of which he was a part gainer,
consisted of two portions—the destruction of the coloniza-
tion cause—and the degradation of Keutucky, his native
state.  The death of the Society was signalised by a sub-
seription of six thousand dollars on the part of its friends;
and the infamy of Kentucky was illuswated by the ready
stepping forward of four of her sons to confront and con-
found the ingrate who commenced his carcer of manhaod
by smiting his parent in the face. Who made the de-
fence, may be surmised from My, Thompson’s bitterness—
I will not trust myself to repeat his name. But this
thousands can testify—ihat never was a great gause more
signally successfiul—never was folly and wickedness more
‘thoroughly heaten into the dust—never did any community
heap more cordial and unanimous applause upon an eflort
of great and successful eloquence. .

And now, Sir, (said Mr. B., addressing Dr. Wardlaw,
the Chaiiman of the meeting)—1 vepeat the expressions
of my regret, that these last moments allowed to me
shonld have been required for any other purpose than that
which s0 sacredly Lelonged to them.  Exhausted by a se-
ries of most exciting, and to me perfectly new conten-
tions, 1 am altogether unequal to thie task, which 1 should
vet esteem wysclf degraded if I did not attempt in some

way to perform.

To this large committee which has so kindly taken vp
this subject—so considerately provided fir evéry contin-
gency—so delicately considered all my wishes, ‘and cven
all my weaknesses—to these vespected gentlemen  sur-
rounding us wpon this platforn, whose conduct amid very
peculiar circumstances, has been towards me, full of can-
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them to be wue; then’
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dor, honor, courtesy and chriztian Kindness, it would have
heen most gross ingratitude, to have forborne this public
expression of my regard and cordial thanks.

For yourself, Sir, what can 1 say more, or how could I
say less, than that in that distant country, which 1 love but
teo fondly, there are scores, there 'are hundreds, who
would estecm all the wials through which this striie has
led me, and all the weight of responsibility which my
posture has furced me to asswme—more than counter-bal-
anced by the privilege of looking upon your venerated
face.  Ttis good to live for the whole world—and: it is
but just to receive in recempense the world’s thanks.

And you, my respected auditors, whose patience 1 must
needs have so severely taxed, and who have borne with
mach that possibly has tried you deeply, you who have
given me so many reasors te thank you, and not one to
regret the errand that brought me here; if in the course
of providence, you or yours—should be thrown on what-
ever spot my restirg place may be, you need Lut say ¢ T
come [rom Glasgow, and I necd a Iriend,” and it shaligo
hard with me Lut I will find a way to prove, that kind-
mess is zever thrown away.

Dut even as we part let us not forzet that case which
Las chained us bere so lorg. We we free.  Alas! how
few can utter these words with treth ! We are Christian
e Alas ! What aaltita have never hewrd our
mazier’s npamé! Oh! how lereible must slavery be,
whert God himesclf illustraies the power of sin by calling
itits hordage ! Ob? Low sweet should union with Christ
be thoeght, when he proclaims it glorions liberty ! Free-
domt and vedamption are in our hands—the heritage in
teust for a lost world. It is not then our own souls only,
bui cur divine Lord, and our dying brethren, that we sin
against and rob, when we mismanage or pervert thisgreat
ivheritince. We needs must labor; but et us do it

wisely,  Aad thovgh we way ‘difier in many things—in
this at least we caa agree, to importune our Heavenly

Fatier to prosper by his constant Llessing what we do
aright, and overrule by his continual care all that we do
amizs.  (Cheers.) '

Mg, THOMPSON then rose amidst much cheering,
and said —Sir, alter the valedictory address to which we
have just hstened, it would ill become me to touch upon
any topic calculated to disturb feelings which 1 trost and
believe that address has awakened in the breasts of this
assembly.  Sir, it is my conviction, that I and those with
whom it is my joy and honor to act in the advancement
of the cause of Universal Eimancipation, are much mis-
wnderstood. We are represented as the violent, 2crimo-
nious, ferocious and sanguinary foes of the slave older;
wheun, if he could look into our inmost hearts, he would
discover no enmity to him abiding there, but on the con- .
trary, an earnest desire to promote his safety, his bonor
and his happiness.  1f we act as we do, it is not that we
love him less, Lut that we love truth and freedom more.
It is not with us a matter of choice that we pursue our
present course, but one of stern, imperative duty ;—be-
cause we believe that God will vouchsafe bis blessing
only to those who preach the doctrine of an immediate,
entive, and uncompromising discharge of duty, leaving to
Him the consequences fluwing from obedtence 'to His
law. To discover truth wherever it is hidden should be
the aim and effort of every rational mind. It has been
my desire to arrive at truth upon the great question of
slavery ; and aftee much inves igation, and many con-
flicts, T have reached the conclusion, that slaveholding is
sinful; that man cannot hold property in man ; that to do
right, and to do it n6w, fearless of results, is the doctrine
ot the Bible; and that a simple and strict compliunce with
the Divine Law, is man’s noblest and safest course.
These heing my settled views, Isay to the slaveholder—
give imniediate freedom to your slaves. To the non-
siaveholder, T say—preach a pure doctrine—grapple with
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sthe prejudices and fears of the community around you—
.strive to raise the tone of public morals, and create a
;public sentiment unfavorable to the continuance of slave-
xy. To the private Christian, I say—betake yourself to
.{:rayer, and the study of the scriptures H and invoke a
“blessing upon every righteous instrumentality for the over-
throw of the abomination. To the Minister of the Gos-
.pel, I say—be bold for God; cry aloud, and spare not,
:till the merchants of the eartin cease to inake merchandise
of slaves, and the souls of men.

Much fault is found with our measures.. What, Sir,
.are our measures, but the, simplest means of making
known our principles? Having deliberately and prayer-
fully adopted certain views, we take the ordinary, com-
.mon sense, every day methods of making those views
‘known, and of recommending them to the adoption of oth-
.ers. Believing slavery to be sin, is it strange that we
hate, and speak strongly respecting it 7 Beleving imme-
diate emancipation a duty, is it strange that we pray,
and preach, and print about it? That we take all peace-
ful means of making known the great truth; of warning
men against the danger of delay, and exhorting them to
repentance ? The aﬁolitionis!s have done no more. To
have done less, would have been to prove themselves un-
faithful to the high and heaven born principles they pro-
fess. They court investigation. They scatter their pub-
lications on the winds to be read by all. They have not
an office nor a book that is not open to the inspection of
all. Their language to all who suspect their motives or
their desigus is, ¢ search us, and know our hearts; try us,
and know our thoughts; and cce*if there be any wicked
way in us.” If in the ardor of their zeal, and inheriting
infirmities, and surrounded by influences, from which noue
of us are exempt, they sometimes apply epithets and
bring charges with too little discrimination, something
should be pardoned to the spirit of liberty; something
granted to the advocate of outraged humanity—to those,
who, remembering them that are in bonds as bound with
them, plead as for mothers, childven, sisters and brothers
—at l.iresent lost to all the joys and purposes of hfe.
Sir, I think it hard that on all occasions like these, the
heaviest artillery should be levelled against the abolition-
ist, and the small arms only directed against the slave-
holder. I call upon those who act with such gentleness
towards the latter individual ;—who are so feartul of do-
ing him injustice and so ready to discover in him any thing
that is amiable in character, or extenuating in conduct, to
exercise some small portion of the same candor and kind-
ness, and eonsideration towards the former. Let not that
man be most hateful in their eyes, who of all others is
most earnestly engaged for the deliverance of the slave.

A word before we part, for my honored co-adjutors on
the other side of the.Atlantic. Should this be the last
pddress of mine ever delivered and recorded for perusal
when I am gone to give account of my sayings upon earth,
I can with every feeling of sincerity aver, that to the best
of my knowledge and belief, there is not to be found on
the face of the earth at the present time engaged in any
religious or benevolent enterprise; a body of men more

re in their motives, more simple and elevated in their
aim, more dependent upon divine aid in their efforts, or,
generally speaking, more unexceptionable in their meas-
ures, than the immediate abolitionists of the United
States of America. It has been my high privilege to
mingle much with devoted christians of all denominations
in my native land, and to enjoy the friendship of some of
the noblest and most laborious of living philanthropists,

“God he is blessed forever.

Fifth Night—Friday—Mr. Thompson,

but T have not yet seen the wisdom, the ardor, the hu-
manity, or the faith of the abolitionists of Anerica ex-
ceeded. .

Another word and I have done. Tt is for one whom I
love as a brother, and to whum my soul is united by a
bond which death cannot dissolve; of one, who, though
still young, has for ten years toiled with unremitting ardor
and unimpeached disi d in the cause of the
bleeding slave; of one, who, though accused of scattering
around him fire-brands, arrows and death :—though brand-
ed as a madman, an incendiary, and a fanatic; though
denounced by the state, and reviled by a portion of the
church—p a soul as peaceful and as pure as ever
tenanted our fallen nature. 1 speak not to exalt him or
gratify his love of praise. I know he scecks not the hon-
or that cometh from man, nor the riches that perish in
the using. e looks not for his reward on earth. With
the approbation of his consci he is cont with the
blessing of the perishing he is rich—with the favor of
He seeks no monumental
marble—no funeral oration—no proud escutcheon—no
partial page of history to perpetuate his name.
that when resting from his labor the tears of an enfran-
chised race

Shall sprinkle the cold dust in which he sleeps,
Pompless, agd from a scornful world withdrawn ;
The laurel, which its malice rent shall shoot,

So watered into life, and mantling throw

Its verdant hoyors o’er his grassy tomb.

That man is William Lloyd Garrison. Sir, I thank God
for having given him to the age and country in which he
lives. He is a man pre-eminently qualified for the mighty
work in which he has engaged. May the God of the op-
pressed bless him, and keep him humble, and cheer him
onwards in his rugged path! May his lion heart never be
subdued! May his eloquent pen never cepse to wove
while a slave breathes to require its advocacy ! Heaven
grant, and I can ask no more, that the wish of his heart
may be fulfilled ; and that the time may soon come, when,
looking abroad over his beloved country with the soul of

a Patriot, and the eye of a Philanthropist and a Chris-

tian, he shall not be able to discover in state, or city, or
town, or hamlet, a lingering trace of a tyrant or a slave !

I shall not, Sir, attempt (turning to the Chairman) to
express the feelings of my heart towards you, or my opin-
ion ef the manner in which you have discharged the du-

ties of the Chair, through four of the evenings of this dis- ’
cussion. I cordially unite with the gentleman oppasite in *

thanking you for the dignity and strict impartiality with
which you have borne yourself. I know you look for the
reward of your labors of love in another and a better
world. In that world miy we all meet! There our jars
and discords will be at an end. There we shall see, eye
to eye; and know, even as we are known. There, in the
preseace of one Saviour—our joys, our voices, our occu-
pations will be one ; and there fl

been antagonists on earth, will together meet, and cele-
brate the glories of a common redemption from the sor-
rows and the sins of earth. (Mr. Thompson resumed his
seat amidst loud and long eontinued cheers.) ‘

Mr. THOMPSON moved that the cordial thanks of
the meeting be given to the Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, for his
wble, dignified, and ipartial conduct in the chair, and
also to Dr. Kidston, who presided on Tharsday evening,
which was carried by acclamation.

trust that we, who have |
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PUBLIC MEETING IN GLASGOW WITH REFERENCE TO THE
' DISCUSSION.

PUBLIC MEETING OF THE GLASGOW EMAN.
CIPATION SOCIETY.

[The Committee of the Glasgow Emancipation Society
did not feel themselves at liberty to give, at an earlier
period afier the late discussion between Mr. Thompson
and Mr. Breckinridge, any public declaration of their
judgement relative to the merits und results of that dis-
cussion, in as far as the character and conduct of the
former of these’ two gentlemen were implicated. In the
spirit of one of the conditions of the discussion, namely;
that no vote should be taken at the close expressive of the
mind of the audience, they delayed convening a public
meeting, for the purpose of expressing their own judgment,
and calling fur the concurrence of their fellow citizens,
till some time had been allowed for the circulation and
perusal of the controversy, as issued fromn the press. They
now, however, consider it incuabent upon them,~~a duty
they owe to Mr. Thompson as their known and accredited
Agent, and a duty which they owe to themselves and oth-
ers by whom he was engaged and commissioned—to give
publicity to their sentiments :—and it is to their ninds a
source of no small satisfaction, that, judging coolly and
delilerately, they can pronounce a verdict favorable, in
all respects, to their estcemed Agent and fiiend, without
hesitation and without reserve. For the terms of that

The Rev. DR WARDLAW maid,~Mr. Chairman,—
Laylies and Gentlemen—Before I proceed to move the re-
solution which I hold in my hand, allow me to congratu-
late the meeting on the cheering recollections which this
evening brings along with it; recollections which ought to
draw forth the utterance of benevolent joy and of devout
gratitude from every British bosom. It s the firstof Au-
gust. And who does not recollect the animation with
which the friends and advocates of freedom hailed, two
years ago, the arrival of this day—the day on which the
edict of the government took effect for the emancipation,
from the ?oke of degrading and wretched bondage, of
800,000 of the colored population of our colonial depen-
dencies? We hailed the day as the British Jubilee, when
the trumpet which ¢ proclaimed the liberty of the captives ’
was sounded far and wide, through the whole extent of
Britain’s dominions. There were drawbacks, it is true.

"The boon was not so perfect as we had wished it. The

liberty granted was tr lled by the expedi of a tim~
id policy—a policr which experience, so far from justify-
ing, has abundantly proved d; giving an additional
evidence to the thousands which all history furnishes,—
that when we have once demonstrated a principle to be
correct—to be in accordance with the will of God, and
the inalienable rights of men, our safest way is to keep a
firm grasp of that principle, and to act it out with a fear-

verdict, they refer to the first of the resolutions d at
the meeting of which an account follows. That resolu-
tion was moved and seconded by the two ministers of the
gospel, Vice Presidents of the Society, by whom the chair
was filled during the discussion ; by one of them at four,
and by the other at one of the weetings. While these
gentlemen felt it their duty to maintain the strictest im-
partiality, in presiding on such an occason, by withhold-
sng every indication of their own opinions, and showing
equal favor to each of the combataats, they are now ex-
oncrated from official restrictions, and entitled, in com-
mon with others, to avow their judgment.]

On Monday night,® a public meeting of the members
and (riends of the Glasgow Emancipation Society was held
in the Rev. Dr. [lengh’s Chapel, for the purpose of ex-
pressing the sentiments of the Society in reference to the
recent discussion on American Slavery, so far as Mr.
- Thompson is concerned ; their approbation of his conduct
in the United States ; their unabated confidence in liim as
their Agent; and their unalterable attachment to the great
principle of i diate, iti and universal
emancipation.

Shortly after seven o’clock, the place of mecting was
filled with & numerous and highly respectable audience.
About half-past seven the Committee entered the chapel,
and were received with cheers. )

On the motion of the Rev. MR. M’TEAR, Robert
Graham, Esq., of Whitchill, was called to the Chair by
acclamation.

The CHAIRMAN having briefly stated the object-of
the meeting,

August 1, 183&

less reli: on that Being by whom it is sanctioned and
enjoined. The straight forward path of duty will always
be found the puth of ultimate security. T do not mean by
this, that it was at all an indispensable evidence of the
rectitnde of our principle, when we were seeking the
immediate emancipation of the slaves in our colonies, that
the act of emancipation should be followed ejther by none of
those disturbances (togive them their gentlest designation,)
which the opy of our e dreaded, or affected
to dread, or by none of thosé futal eflects to property and
produce which were also so confidently and gloomily pre-
dicted. No, Mr. Chairman, for my own part I should not
have been shaken from my conviction of the rectitude and

* divine authority of the principle, had all, er even more

than all of the evils anticipated by those woe-denouncing
prophets been realized. 1 should have regarded them as
mdications of the divine diptw‘leasure against past oppres-
sion, and of the injurious workings of that detested systemn
of which the native tendencies were; to foster all the worst
passions of the human heart, and to set men who had been
long and grievously wronged against those by whom their
wrongs had been inflicted. But, thanks to Heaven, God
has been more kind, and the oppressed negro has been
more patient and forbearing, than such imtlcipations im-
plied. On the first of August, 1834, 1 did seem to myself
as I heard the voice of Him who rules among the nations,
saying to my country—¢ My own, my native land >~=¢ From
this cfay will I bless thee !’ And my hope has not been
blasted. Without touching on any questions, respecting
which, what is one man’sgrief may be another’s joy, I pre-
sume I may say with truth, that, in a mercantile point of
view, the country was never in & more prosperous con-
dition; and I presume my West India friends themselves
will not contradict me, when I further say, that even the
colonies are holding out a fairer promise than for many a
day before. Sir, while we wronght for the freedom of the
negro, under the influence of those principles of justice,
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ind humanity, and religion, which are unchanging as the
rature of God, and vary not with time, or place, or cir-
‘umstances, yet we wrought, at the same time, in the full
sonviction that our West India friends, in opposing us,
vere standing in their own light, and arguing and con-
ending against their own interests. They alleged that
we were doing what lay in our power to ruin them; we
elt the full assurance that they would find themselves mis-
aken—that would reap benefit rather than injurl{,
wrofit rather than loss. They alleged that we were seck-
ing to drive upon fatal rocks the distressed and imperil-
lej vessel, and to ensure her shipwreck with :ae loss of
sargo, and of all hands on board. We saw the laboring
ship already water-logged, on her beam ends, and ready to
founder; and our efloris were directed, not to send her
down, but to right the vessel, to save cargo and crew, and
to give her a safe and prosperous run for the remainder of
her voyage. We felt coofident that we were taking the
right way to effect this; and so far as two years’ experi-
ence has gone, we can appeal to our opp whether
we have not been in the right.

And, Mr. Chairman, had we got all our own way, we
should have proved still more in the right. The full ben-
cfit of our Ianrs in the cause, has been prevented by the
clumsy, though it may be granted, well intentioned mea-
sure of apy iceship; a are which, while it took
the fetters but half—if so much as half—off’ the hapless
slave, imposed bonds upon the beneficial working of the
true principles of ip We have both positive
and negative proof of this. We have positive proof of
the correctness of our principles and calculations in the
only two instances in which the giﬂ of liberty has been
freely and fully bestowed—in the Islands of Antigua and
Bermuda; and we have this positive proof supported by
the negative of the same peace, and concord, and happi-
ness, and productiveness, (the fault, however, not of the
negro, but of those who have taken advantage ofthe power
which his new position still gave to his masters,) where
the measure has been clogged and embarrassed by the vain
devices of human expediency, and the precautions of un un-
founded apprehensiveness. Sir, I cannot but anticipate
the day when the irritations of the past having been soft-
ened down—thg asperities of controversy having been
abated by time, we shall obtain in lieu of the frowns and
maledictions, the smiles, and thanks, and blessings of our
West India friends. You may think, perbaps, sir, that
they will never have grace to thank us. Well, it may be
a little against the grain, but we shall sce: it is not time
yet. As it was not for their thavks that we wrought, we
shall not feel much bitterness of disappointment, should
we fail of obtaining them. We shall try to rejoice in their
prosgerity, whether *hey thank us for it or not.

1 bless God, Mr. Chairman, for the degree in which our
cause has triumphed. But, while we do not forget our ob-
ligations to Divine Providence, neither must we overlook
the human instruments employed By that Providence in the
attainment of the end. And this evening we have to ex-
press our ebligations to one of these. nft has been by the
combined, earnest, persevering voice of public opinion re-
iterating in the ears of our government—not on the ground
of mere political expediency, but on the higher and more
sacred ground of moral and christian principle—the de-
mand for the breaking of the yoke of the oppressed, and
the raising of the enslaved and degraded, to the dignity of
men, and to the rights and the privileges of freemen, that
our cause has triumphed. We owe not a little, then, to
those friends of that cause, who have contributed to en-
lighten and enliven the 'rublic mind—to give it a just im-
pression of wrong, and a clear perception of right—to
rouse its indignation against the one—and fix its benevo-
lence in the resolute determination to effect the other.
And amongst those to whom, on this ground, obligation
ought to he felt and expressed by us, the subject of the re-

ution I am about to propose to you, holds no inferior

ion

place. He exerted a power over the public mind of no
ordinary amount. He brought up the cause in our own
city, when it had long languished for want of adequate
stimulation. He put new life 1nto it ; and he kept that life
in vigor till the conquest was achieved. We shall not
soon forget the triumphant result of his controversy, main-
tained in thisour city, hand to hand, foot to foet, with the
phalanx of the colonial inter headed at that time by
their own chosen champion—but a champion whom, for
their own sakes, I forbear to name—as I believe they are
all as rauch ashamed of him as we could wizsh them to be.
With the ability, the zeal, the eloquence, the energy, the
steadfastness of principle, the exhausting and indefatiga-
ble perseverance of our champion, we were more than sat-
isfied. We expressed our satisfaction ; and we expressed
it not in words merely, but practically. The most decid-
ed and flattering proof that can be given of satisfaction
with an agent whom we have employed in one work, is to
set him to another. We did so.He had done his duty
#0 nobly in the home department of the great cause he had
at heart, that, when we had achieved our object in the
disenthralment of the slaves in our own dependencies, ai
we looked abroad upon the world for other fields of phil-
antbrophic effort, we naturally and unanimously turned
our eyes to him, believing that” he who had done so well
at home, would do equally well abroad.

Sir, when we began with our own columns, we never
meant to stop there. ‘That was not the limit of our de-
sires, or of our determinations. Our field was the world.
Our object was universal freedom ; the breaking of eve
yoke—the deliverance of the oppressed in ¢ every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation.” And in contemplati
this comprehensive object, whither was it to be ex
we should first look 2  Whither but to America? 'I'bere,
there existed the greatest amount of the accursed evil, whose
extermination we desired: and, in that country, both as
Britons and as Christians, we could not but feel a special
interest. There was mo unwarrantable interference. It
is always warrantable—it is more, it is morally incum-
bent—for fellow-men, if they have opportunity, to expos-
tulate with fellow-men—for fellow-christians to expostu-
late with fellow-christians—when they see evils existing,
of which all the principles of justice, humanity, and re-
ligion, demand the extirpation. There are no considera-
tions of international delicacy and etiquette that can justify
connivance at sin on the part of those who have anght
whatever in their power to plish its r I If
we fail to bring this power, whatever it may be, into op-
eration, we become socii eaminis, partners in the guilt.
On this principle, if our American brethren saw any thi
in us, which they thought, and justly thought was an evi
of sufficient magnitude to induce their kind offices for its
suppression, we ought to feel obliged by their using their
endeavors to stir us up to a due consideration of it, andto
practical efforts for its removal. On the ground, then,
the broad ground of universal philanthropy, which allows
no man to say, ‘ Am I my brother’s keeper 1’ we looked
to America. ~ On the ground of the Trans-Atlantic States
owing their origin to Britain, and being kindred blood with
ourselves, we looked to America. On the ground of their
having derived their very slavery from us,and having had
it fostered by our example, we looked to Amesica. And
when thus, in common with our brethren in the Northern
and Southern Metropolis, we looked to America, and re-
solved on a mission of bencvolence to that land, all eyes
simultaneously Jooked to George Thompson, as the man,
of all others most eminently fitted for the charge of the
important and difficult trust. We sent him to America.
We sent hiin, however, be it remembered, in accordance
with invitations received by himself from associated friends
in the same cause on that side of the Atlantic. Not that
such invitation was necessary to justify his mission. It
was not. He might have gone from us without any inti-
mation of their wishes. \5e do not wait till the heathen

~
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send to us for missionaries. We send them nninvited.
On the same principle might we have sent our anti-slavery
missiopary. But it was better, and it was providential
that, while we were resolving to send, they asked him to
come. He went. He went with the best wishes of the
benevolent, and the forvent prayers of the pious. He re-
mained in the faithful, laborious and perilous execution of

cominission entrusted to him, as long as it could be
done without the actual sacrifice of life—till it would have
been the insanit‘.xlof hardihood to have persisted longer.
He returned. We hailed his arrival. We privately and
publicly testified our approbation of the course he had
purmeg. The present question is—are we now prepared
to retract that approbation 7 Has the ordeal through which
our friend and commissioned agent has recently passed,
altered our mimjis, and dis,;osed us to substitute for it a

3

patriotism were guided by other principles! That, under
the conviction that ¢righteousness exalteth a nation, and
that sin is the reproach of any people,’ and that every mo-
ment of the wilful continuance of sin is a moment of guilt
and danger, lie would throw the weight of his influence
into the right scale, and make them tell on the true v_vel-
fare of America, by making them tell on the immediate
annihilation of the evil, or rather of the frightful combina-
tion of evils, in the oppression of enslaved millions ;—the
instant removal of the accursed thing from the midst of
the camp ! This would be patriotism. I shall live in the
hope that Mr. B. may yet sce and feel it to be so; and
that, like another Dr. Cox, he may carry with him, from
this country, the full spirit of liberty, and set himself, on
his return, to rescue his country from the reproach of all
nations for her ﬂn%rant inconsistency, and from the gath-
of

of Are we now ready to cashi
him,~—to censure him,—to send him to Coventry,—to de-
prive him of his commission, and declare him disqualified
for ever holding another, unworthy of all future service ?
Iex my own judgment in the shortest of all mono-
syllables: I eay, No; and the resolution which I hold in
wy hand, calls upon you to say No. I consider the recent
controversy as having yielded only fresh ground for confi-
dence; as having fullﬂrproved that the challenge he had
issued was no empty bravado, but it was founded in con-
scious sincerity, in the fullest conviction of rectitude of
principle—of truth, of fatts, of force of argument, and of
a fair prospect, not of mere victory, but of benefit to his
cange. Ishrink not from saying of him thus publicly,
what I have said more private{;r in the Committee, that'1
congider him, in this as in former controversies, as having
borne himself, inevery respect, creditably to his character
and to his cause; to have established, to the full, his previ-
ous statements; to have successfully vindicated his Trans-
Atlantic proceedings; to have justified the condemnation
of American colonization schemes; and to have fairly
fastened the guilt of slavery on the Government and peo-
ple of the United States ; that I consider him, in a word,
as baving come out of this seven-times-heated furnace un-
scathed—without a ¢ hair of his head singed, or the smell

of fire having passed upon him.” If this meeting are
;)f one mind with me, they will accept the following reso-
ution :— .

"!‘Im:.I in the deliberate judsment of this meeting, the wish an-
nounced by Mr. Georse T to meet publ any g
nist, especially any minister of the Gospal from the United States,
ou the subject of American Slavery, or on any one of the branch-
esof that suhject, was dictated by ‘a wall-founded consciousness
of the integrity ofhis purpose and assurance of the correctness of
is facts i—and that the recent discussion in this cn{. be:ween him
and the Rev. R. J. Hreckinridse, of Baltimore has left, not mere-
:{ unshaken, but. confirmed and nugmenwdh(‘neu confidence in

e rectitude of his principles, the purity of his motives, the pro-

priety of his measures, the fidelity of his statements, and the
straight-forward honesty and undauated intrepidity of his zeal.’
It is far from being my intention, Mr. Chairman, to go
through the controversy, and to comment on its various
branches. Far less do I mean to give utterance to a sin-
le word disrespectful, unfriendly, or unkind, towards the
v. Gentleman who stood forward as his opponent. I
give that gentleman all credit for sincerity, although I
think him mistaken. I give him credit for personal and
ministeriad character and respectability; and while 1can-
not but cond the contumelious and sarcastic bitterness
of some of his personalities, and whilst I conceive him to
have failed in argument on every point that was worth
contending for,—yet I give him credit too for talent, and
tact, and shrewduess, and great general information and
ability. His failure was owing, not to any deficiency in
these and other qualifications, but to the intripsic badness
of his cause. Let me add, that I give him credit too for
his spirit of patriotism, by which he was induced to offer
himeelf to the vindication of his country. I can only say
—and I say it, L I ive him to possess mental
qualities, aud a weight of influence, such as, in a good
cause, might fit him for eminent usefulness,—O that that

ering v offended Heaven against ised and
tolerated oppression.

The question before us now is, whether he made out a
good case against Mr. Thompeon 7—and to this question
I again answer—for you, I hope, as well as for myself—
No. I think he made out no case against him, either as
to the great general principles of his cause, or as to any of
the more important details or departments of the discus-
sion. He atmmgted to show that the slavery of America
was not chargeable on America as a nation. I, for one,
was amazed at the attempt ; triumphantly as I conceived
Mr. Thompson to establish the charge had brought,
there did not seem to me _any need for nine grounds of
proof. Why should Mr. B. tellus abont the limited pow-
ers of Congress, and the restrainis of delicacy and of hon-
or under which even these limited powersare laid T Why
tell us of the distinct legislatures, as to this and other mat-
ters, of the various States of the national confederacy ;
and of their incompetency to interfere with each other, or
of the general Government to interfere with any of them ?
Why tell us of the peculiarities in the legislative enact-
ments of the different States, and the difficulties thence
arising? What is all this, and much more, to the pur-
pose T What is all this but an admission, that, on this
particular point, whatever it may be in others, the federal
constitution of the United States is radically and cseen-
tially bad? T must be allowed to nppllz this designation
to any coustitution that contains not within itself the power
of grappling with and putting down great and flagrant
iniquities. To vindicate the continuance, for one day, of
the slavery and oppression of two millions and a half of
immortal fellow-creatures, in a country, too, boasting of
its uggivalled freedom, on the ground that the constitution
of the Government of that counotry is such, as not to admit
of its heing interfered with; my wonder is, that any man
could stand forward and tell us this, and not ¢blush and
hang his head ’ to own himself an American. What are
national sins, if those are not such which arise from the
very constitution of a nation’s Government? For what is
a nation answerable, if not for its constitution? And if
that constitution is defective gand wrong, where, if not
with the nation, lies the sin of its not being mended—of
the deficiency not being supplied—of the wrong not being
rectified ? If the constitution of America is confessedly
such that it cannot authoritatively put forth its powers for
the abolition of iniquities, and cryelties,and abominations,
so flagrant and atrocious asare comprised in a system of
slavery so woefully extensive—let America—the country,
the nation, the people of America,—rulers and ruled, if

.republicans will admit the distinction—let America bear

the disgrace, and bear the guilt.

The proceedings of the Abolitionists of America were
assailed in the course of the di ion, in no d
terms of severity. It is needless to say that, whether
justly or unjustly aseailed, it is not Mr. Thompson alone
that is answerable for them. He followed out principles
sanctioned at home. He followed out instructions receiv-
ed from home. I am not aware of any poiat in which he

-
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went beyond the terms of his commission. I speak, of
course, of the great general features of his procedure.
And in these, and in the minuter details, moreover, he
acted in alliance with societies there, holding the same
principles with ourselves. If there has been blame, then,
we and they must share it with him. So far as I have yet
seen, I have no objections. ‘The question now is—have
ou ?

4 To me it appears, that the question respecting the pro-
priety or the impropriety of the measures of the Abolition-
1sts will be found to resolve itsell very much into another
—into a question of principle. The principle to which I
refer, is the principle of our own association—the princi-
ple (to use a convenient term which had been coined for
it) of immediatism. If the principle of gradual abolition
be the right principle, then the es were undoubtedly
far as possible wrong. But if we are right in

our principle of immediate abolition, I see not how Mr.
T. and his associates on the other side of the water, could
well have acted otherwise than they have done. This
seems to me the turning point; and of this Mr. T’s oppo-
neut appeared to be ible, when he urged ro repeatedly
theunr bl the infi ion, as he plainly thought
it—of insisting upon the change being made instantly, in-
dependently of all regard to consequences. Now, Mr.
Chairman, I was once a gradualist. It was in the ear-
liest stages of our own eomroverug; 1 will not trouble {lzu
with the reasons which then satisfied my conscience. They
do not satisfy it now. 1naw hold, and blush not to avow
—notwithstanding Mr. B’s evident astonishment that it
should be held and avowed any reasonable man—the
rinciple of doing, and doing immediately, whatever the

aw of God, in spirit and in precept, demands, without re-
gard to consequences. The most unreasonable of all prin-
ciples, in my apprehension, is that which sanctions con-
tinuance in sin, and waits in anticipation of a distant day,

wrong
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the property is his. e knows this; and he demands it.
Have I a right to retain it? Certainly not. I may, if
io“ will, reason the matter with him, and try to persuade
im that, for a time, it would be better for himsell, more
for his interest, that it should remain with me. But far-
ther I cannot go. If hel rsists in the demand, I must
ive it him. Now sir, liberty is property—property ina-
Fienable but by crime, or by l¥-e direct in{erposition of the
will of Heaven. A man’s person is property—property
which, except by the punitive visitation of God, can never
be lawfully held by another than himself. ‘The slaves de.
sirc and demand their liberty and their persons; they have
a right to them in the law of nature and of God; it is not
for us---it is not for any man to say they are not capable
of making a good use of them; and therefore they must
not have them yet. They are rights of which they should
never have been deprived; rights which ought 10 be re-
stored; and for the use they make of them, they must be-
come themselves responsible. Such is the plain princi-
ple of the case. And experience in many instances—and
even on the large scale of our own Colonial transactions—
has taught, that the apprehensions entertained on this sub-
ject, have had little or no solid foundation. Every one
must have been struck with the identity of the whole strain
of argument in the recent Discussion, about the neoessit
of training and preparation; or endeavoring to satisfy
owners and masters, of their interest and their duty; of
precautions to be taken; of instructions to be communi-
cated; of habits to be formed; and of many other things
to be done, before it could be safe, and consequently before
it could be right, to emancipate. We were used to this.
‘We had had it to satiety—to nausea; and we should have
had it, Mr. Chairman, to this hour, and for years and gen-
erations to come,had we not taken, firmly and determin-
edly, the ground of immediate, entire, and unconditional

and a position of circumstances, in which it will become
right to relinquish it—right to cease from evil! My prin-
ciple is simply this—abandon sin, do duty, aud leave re-
sults with God. There are no imaginable circumstances in
which it can be right or necessary to break the law of
God, in order to avoid evil. Duty is ours;

jon. We did this. We gained our point. And
where are the anticipated horrors 7 And our ground has
not changed. It is a matter of principle and of right
still; and, therefore, we are immediatists in America, as
we were in the West Indies. Mr. Thompson’s mission has
been called a failure. Thase who think there is na sue-

his. It is a matter of principle; and when we have as-
certained a principle to be right, it is not requisite that we
should also ascertain, before we venture to act upon it,
whether it may be acted upon with safety. We, hower-
er, have found, in our experience, that it may. God has
taught us this lesson ; may our trans-Atluntic friends learn
“ it, and act upon it'—And if with them the evil hag been

sanctioned by the constitution of their country,and on this
ground compensation to whatever amount, should be deem-
ed equitable—Mr. B. b d of their freedom from taxa-
tion ( ly ori ly with hi
present queltions and somewhat exultingly contrasted in
this respect, America with Britain. lf} heavily-taxed
Britain, then, amidst all ber burdens, could part with her
twenty millions for the attaisment of her benevolent end,
how much may not he spared for the same purpose by un-
taxed America! Here let them emulate ns, if they will.
1, for one, shall be well pleased, if they follow us in every
thing but the 1l 1 apprenticeship. Thope our expe-
rience will be a warning to them against this; and teach
them to go right through with the business at once. T hold
not only tion, but i diate emancipation, a8 a
point of clear natural right; of right, I mean, to the
slave. Let me, for illustration, suppoge an analogous case :
—Suppose I had property in my hands which I knew to be
the rightful hereditary patrimony of a young man, in
whose principles I had but little confidence, and who, 1
had cause to fear, might. if he had it, make but a sorry
use of it. It might, in seme respects, be desirnble that I
should keep the property for a time in my own hands, if
there was a prospect of his being disposed by and by to
make a use of it more for his own credit and benefit. But

If is not the
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less the end be fully attained at once, may call it so
if they will; but the formation of 600 abolition societies,
comprising, I believe, more than 30,000 members; the
extensive infusion of the spirit of abolition into the bos-
oms of so many influential ministers and laymen, and of
the rising youth of the colleges and seminaries of instruc-
tion, as well as into so considerable a number of the pub-
lic journals—these, and other things, speak a different lan-
guage—tell a different tale. But I cannot enlarge here,
without taking up ground that belongs ta another, by whom
it will be occupied with more efficiency.

There is but one other point, Mr. Chairman, to which
1 wish to advert, Mr. Thompson had given us, before
the late discussion, very affecting, humbling, shocking de-

tails, in proof that in America, slavery was, to a sad ex- -

tent, the sin of the church, Now, Sir, if there was any
one point on which, more than on the rest, Mr. T. was
ful in blishing his stat ts, and olearing him-
self from every imputation of injustice, unfairness, and ex-
aggeration, this was that point. The documentary evi-
dence adduced on the last night of the controversy, con-
tained disclosures which gave him an appalling triumph.
I could not but be pleaseg, to see our friend so successfully
vindicate his integrity ; hut oh ! the satisfaction was fear-
fully darkened by the nature of the facts! To viandicate
the ministers and churches of America, was avowed as
one of Mr. B’s principal objects. In no point did he
more signally fail. The defence was feeble, ineficient, and
fruitless, The facts against him were overwhelming.
And here, Sir, let me say, there rests an obligation,
most imperative and golemn, npon the christians and chris-
tian churches of our own country. The duty is, to
hasten their remonstrances to their erring brethren on
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the other side of the Atlantic ; to rouse them to a proper
sense of their sin, and of what the law of God and the
Gospel of Christ alike demand of them. Mr. B. has said,
that if this subject 18 much meddled with, and especially
if such measures are pevsisted in as those hithetto pur-
sued, there must be a brenking up of the fellowship of
American and British christians. Sir, I prize that fellow-
ship highly; I prize it individually; T prize it collective-
ly, But i¥ it is a fellowship which requires to be main-
tained by connivance at iniquity and oppression—if it is not
to be enjoyed, without our entering into a compact to be
silent or to be inactive on topics respecting which we feel
it our incumbent and indispensable duty to ¢lift up our
voice like a trompet,’ and show our brethren their sin—
then I say, with whatever reluctance and whatever pain,
let the fellowship cease ! I have no conception of that
sweet and delightful communion, of which the terms are,
silence and compromise, and gentle dealing with crying
abominations. I have no relizsh for a harmony which a
word uttered in behalf of oppressed and degraded and suf-
fering millions, would convert into discord, alienation and
anarchy. [ desire to have no ear for that music, which
would be turned to jarring and harshness, if a single chord
were touched of sympathy with the unpitied bondman.—
By maintaining fellowship in such circumstances, and on
such terms, we do double wrong, We not enly ¢ suffer sin’
in our brethren; we directly encourage it. Let usrather,
by faithful remonstrance, ¢ deliver our own souls,"—wash
our hands clean. If we retain fellowship without such re-
monstrance, we contribute in the very strongest way in
our power to confirm every light impression of the evil;
by renouncing it, we give declaration—strong, I admit,
but not too strong—of our own impression of that evil;
and such renunciation, dictated by such a principle, may
be the very means of rousing from the lethargy we are
solicitous to disturb, and of giving the impulse we are de-
sirous to impart.

I must have done. The resolution I have submitted to
you, expresses the decided conviction of my own mind,—
As to the sneers at our agent's not going immediately to
the Southern States, it would be foolish to reply ta them;
as foolish as it would have been for him to have gone. I
shall say no more than that such an act of insanity wounld
have shown that we had been mistaken in our man; for,
by proving him destitute of common sense, it would have
proved him undeserving of our confid and issi
‘We no more thought of charging himn to go on his arrival

in America directly to the Southern States, the seats of Ah

trans-Atlantic slavery, than, in the case of our own colo-
nial slavery, we thought of rending him witha commission
to the planters and assembly of Jumaica, or to make an
emancipation tour through the West India Islands. The
on; would oot have been less absurd and hopeless than the
other.

I conclude by saying, that, in consequence of the recent
di ion, George Th insteud of having sunk, has

~ v ? .
risen in my estimation, both aa to personal character ant

as to official ahility, and trustworthiness; and never stood
higher in my regard, than he does at the present moment.
‘The resolution will be seconded, and you will then have it
in your power to express your concurrence with this esti-
mate, or your diszent from it.

The Rev. Dr. was frequently and enthusiastically cheer-
ed during the delivery of his address, and sat down amid
repeated rounds of applause.

* The Rev. Dr. Kidston seconded the resolution. He
would only give expression to one idea. The effect
which had been produced by Mr, Thompson’s lectures on
slavery in this.country, afforded a practical illustration of
the wisdom of the Head of the Church, in appointing
preaching as the great means of propagating the gospel.
More had heen done by Mr. Thompson’s lectures, than
could have been effected by all the pamphlets it was possi-
ble to circulate. He would only add that Mr. Thompson

had risen greatly in his estimation in, consequence of the
discussion which had taken place a few weeks ago. He
was particularly delighted with the last night’s proceedings.
It had been held out that, as a witness, Mr. Thompson was
unworthy of credit relative to the working of the slave
system in America, buton that night he completely proved
all that he had formerly advanced, and that too on docu-
mentary evidence, furnished by Americans themselves.—
(Cheers.)

‘The resolution having been carried hy acclamation, Dr.
K. again came forward. He said that in a case such as
the present, he thought the better way was for the audi-
ence to express their opinion by holding up their hands.
The vote was then taken in this way, and the meeting,
without a single dissent, acted on the snggestion.

The Rev. Dr. Heugh said, he was not in the habit of
apologizing for not being prepared to do justice to the res-
olution with which, on oceasions lile the present, he might
be entrusted. He eonsidered that no oneshould undertake
such a duty, unless he were able to perform it in a proper
manner. He was, nevertheless, sorry to say, that such
was his situation as he stood before them. Circumstances
over which he had no control, had prevented him from be-
stowing a proper degree of attention to the subject of the
resolution which had been given him to propose ; but there
was one thing which favored him, namely, the great length
of the resolution itself, which might well be taken as a
substitute for a speeeh. The Rev. Dr. read the following
resolution :

¢ That the Gl E ion Society considers itself called
upon to renpeat its unmitizated reprobation of Slavery, as existing
in the (Jnited States of America, and of that pre.uuilce against
color, which i« at once a result and support_of the slave systom ;
a system which glarinzlv violates a great principle in the Ameri-
cnn Constitution, declaring liberty to be the inalienable rizht of
all men ; which opposes the spirit and letter of the religion of
holy banevolence so extensively professnd by tha Amarican pen-
pla, which is productive of au_incalculahle amounnt of crime and
misere, hoth among the twe mitlions of slaves, and those hy whom
thev are held in hondaze : and which must constantly offend ~Al-
mighty God. and expose that land te the viritations of hia displeas-
uro :—that italeg repeats the exnression of it cordin] joy in the
rapidity with which the cause of Immediate Abolition has spread.

and iz now spreadine in America; in tha peaceful, intrepid, and

relizinus spirit, which, amidat zood and bad report, the American
Abolitionists have heen enabled to displav: and in the near pros

peet of bloodless trinmph with which Divine Providence already
animates their efforts—and finally, that it resolves anew, along
with its many British allies, to remonstrata with the American
people in the spirit of fidelity and love,on the clnims of the Nezro
population ; to cheer the_Aholitionists of America onward in their
path of henevolence, unti! Slavery shall dieappear from the Amer-
ican continent, and America nnd Britain, already united by may

werful ties. chall ntly and in unite, for 'Iu’:

0 ave d o i
O tho hanpinoss of the whol harean Famly.s "™ the promotion

In saying a few words in support of the resolution, it
would perhaps not be amiss, notwithstanding all they had
heard and read on the subject, to set hefore them anew in
the light of truth, the essential evils of slavery, in order to
render still more firm and decided their determination to
aid the efforts of their trans-Atlantic brethren to remove
it. In'what light, he would ask them, was elavery viewed
by the best writers on the subject ? It was viewed as rob-
bery, and that too in the most aggravated form in_which
robbery could’appear under any circumstances. If rob-
bery was to take by violence the property of another, then
was slavery the most aggravated kind of robbery. What
was it but to take by violence from age, and from youth,
and from the feebler sex, that liberty which is the property
of every human heing? The slaveholder denied to the
slave his right in his own body. He said to his victim—
¢ your body is mine as these cattle are mine, and I willuse
you as I do my cattle,’—in the same manner as the robber
claimed a property i hisbooty. From this it appeared
evident that slaveholding was just man-stealing. He did
not mean to say that every slaveholder stole slaves with his
own hands; but he did ‘mean, that by holding slaves he
gave such a sanction to the theft as was tantamonnt to a
full participation in it. He was grieved to witness the
dppeals made by slaveholders to the Scriptures of truth,
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for a sanction to slavery. Boardsof Ministers were to be
found who thus turned to the Bible ; but unless they could
prove that the Bible sanctioned man-stealing, they could
never prove that it sanctioned slavery. But slaveholding
was not only a crime; it was a crime commiu?d under
aggravated circamstances. It was a frightful alliance be-
tween power and malignity—power trininphing over age,
and infancy, and weakness. In America, it was to be
seen in its worst form, based on legalized iniquity—iniqui-
ty under the pretenceof law; and there also it wus perpet-
uated from the most sordid motives, the mere love of gain.
No doubt when an American was asked why he did not
set his slaves free, the answer he returued would generally
be, that the gift of freedom could not be hestowed on them
without danger to society —that they would, if relieved
from their bondage, first destroy the country and then
themselves; but the real motive was the desire of being
enriched by means of glave labor. Mammon was at the
root of the evil. The question, however, was not at the
present day, whether slavery was a crime, and the pareut
of much evil; but whether its abolition should be effected
gradually or at once. It was exceedingly important in
this discussion to take hold, and to keep hold, of the ad-
missions made by the anti-abolitionists. By this means
they were relieved from the necessity of proving slavery to
be an evil; the language of abolitionists on this subject
was not stronger than that of their opponents. In order
to show this, the Rev. speaker read some passages from a
speech of Mr. Breckinridge, in which slavery was de-
nounced as clear robbery. and a host of evils were enumer-
ated as sprillging out of it. In this manner, continued Dr.
Heugh, Mr. Breckinridge admitted the great evil of sla-
very; but he did not maintain his consistency when push-
ed hard on the subject. 8lavery wasanevil; yet when its
immediate abolition was advocated, Mr. Breckinridge
found out that, partly from the settled habits of the slaves
themselves, who knew not what freedom was, and could
not appreciate its value, and partly from the extraordinary
Kindness of masters, the slaves were in more comfortable
€ircumatances than thé peasantry of Britain. Passages
might be pointed out in Mr. Breckinridge’s speeches, in
which the home of the American slave was represented as
an Elysium, and in which he was said to bless the day on
which he was brought to that land of slavery. In this re-
spect the anti-abolitionists somewhat resembled the Irish-
man, who, when speaking of a row, said that fiteen men
thad been killed and murdered; but when questioned more
closely, acknowledged that they had only got a sound
drubbing, and were never a bit the worse for it. But,
while he spoke thus of the Americans, he begged at the
same time to say, that in some respects they did not, in
his opinion, receiva full justice from us. The Union was
composed of 24 States. In 12 of these slavery was now
anknown, 4 of them never having tolerated it at all, and
the other 8, comprising the most populous, the most mor-
al, and the most powerful, having long since, abolished it.
‘This they had eflected without foreign interference of any
kind, and now these States contained a population ot
50,000 free negroes. Now he did not hesitate to say
America deserved credit for this. If our West India Is-
lands had not been under the control of Britain, when, he
would ask, would their slaves have been liberated ? There
was another point to which he would advert, namely,
the rapidity with which abolition principles were spread-
ing in rica. ' When Mr. Thomnpson left that country,
there were 250 abolition Societies. Before he had left
Glasgow last, he had received intelligence that these 250
had been doubled; and in a letter just received from Mr.
Garrison, it is stated that not fewer than 600 are in exis-

tence ! He would also remark, that a vast proportion of

the piety of America was in what might be called a state
of transition on the subject of abolition. He recollected
the time when they themselves had their doubts as to the
policy of giving the slaves immediate freedom. They

were satisfied that slavery ought tobe abolished; but tlmz
were not prepared to fix a precise time when the wor
could be pletel plished. Their minds were not
made up as to the propriety of immediat ipation.
A great many excellent men in America were now in the
same state of transition; and fron what was known of
American enterprise and intrepidity, no one would hesitate
to believe that they would speedily get out of it. Mr.
Breckinridge had ‘spoken of the anxiety felt by many
of thg Americans for the abolition of slavery, and had
said, that if we had only the patience to wait for 20 years
or 8o, some of the present slave States might be found to
imitate the eight who have already abolished slavery. But
even this prospect, distant as it was, was clouded with a
condition. They might abolish slavery in twenty years,
¢if they were let alone;’ and now that the immcd’;ate ab-
olitionists had broken in upon their plans, Mr. B. said ab-
olition had been thrown back at least a century. It thus
appeared that gradualism was but another name for indefi-
nite postponement. But there was another consideration
in favor of immediate abolition, namely, the shortness of
life. In the United States of America, no fewer than
60,000 slaves die annually. Every year that the existence
of slavery is prolonged, (g0,000 human beings are sent to
the grave without having been permitted to taste the sweets
of liberty; 60,000 human beings are sent before the throne
of the Almighty, to testify against their white oppressors.
Were an antediluvian term of life granted to nt
generation, a delay of 20 years might be of little conse-
quence ; but, restricted as the term of human life now
was, it could only be viewed as dashing the cup from the
lip. If slavery were the evil which even those who op-
posed i di ipation admitted it to be, to what
did delay in putting an end to it amount, but to a delay in
leaving off crime ? He would say, delay not an iustant in
ceasing to do evil, in learning to do well. Let them trust
to the firm footing of immediate and universal emancipa-
tion. For the sake of the slaves—for the sake of -the
American people—above all, for the sake of that holy re-
ligion, the progress of which was arrested and its honor
stained by the existence of slavery—they ought never to
cease their efforts, till they saw Americans and Britons
engaged together in extending the blessings of freedom
over the wholeearth. Dr. Heugh was greatly cheered as
he resumed his seat. .

J

The Rev. John Eadie, of Cambridge Street Secession
pel, on seconding the motion, said—The question,
sir, to which our attention is turned, is now happily cir-
cumscribed. It is not—shall the slave trade be abolished ?
For that nefarious traffic has been declared to be felony.
The question is not, shall slavery be mitigated ? That
too has been decided. Amelioration of slavery is but a
compromise with the evil: and gradual abolition—the
sacrifice of justice and humanity to sordid interest and ex-

pediency. The question is not, shall slavery exist in our -

own colonial dependencies 7—shall a system which

in an impious violation of the rights of man, and contin-
ued on the same foundation—a system, in which on the
part of the master, lenity was a crime, and sympathy a
loss; in which, on the part of the slave, religious knowl-
edge was a suspected possession—a system which annually
consigned so many victims to an early grave; sent their
bodies to the dust, and their spirits to the avenging mil-
lions beneath the altar. Shall such a system exist in the
British dominions ? That question too has been decided;
the trumpet of jubilee has sounded; a change has been ef-
fected, not the best indeed, but the earnest and presage of
entire emancipation. Already the prophetic eye, piercing
the dim haze of futurity, sees” the happy laborer in the
field, no whip behind him, no terror on his brow, no scar
on his flesh, no reluctance in his limbs. And the experi-
ment has already proved an attestation to the inspired an-
nouncement, that ¢ we bave all one Father, that one God
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hath created us;’ that, in short, all the tribes of the earth
are but as streamlets from one fountain, though each may
have acquired a peculiar form and color, from the soil it
may have traversed, and the rocks and minerals it may
have washed. But while this has been accomplished, only
a partial victory has been achieved. And is humanity to
be content 7 Is benevol to slumber ? Is the Negro
of Jamaica to be free, while his sable brother in America
pines in iron bondage? No, sir, philanthropy cares not
for distance; shrinks not from opposition; frets not at
temporary failure, or partial success. That, sir, is but a
selfish emotion, which is circumscribed by country or con-
tinent, which waits till its interference be supplicated, or
desists when its character may be exposed. Are not we,
then, summoned to continued exertion in the cause of im-
mediate, unconditional, and universal emancipation ? How
many thousands are bound in cruel thraldom, and in a
country where the extremes of liberty and despotism con-
front each other, as if on a paction of independent neu-
trality,—in a country where unfettered christianity toler-
ates fettered men,—in a country where human rights in
their fullest claims exist with human wrongs in their sad-
dest form and infliction. Shall this Society relax in their
exertions while one human being groans in fetters—espe-
cially when millions are enslaved ? And while we con-
dole with the sufferer, and sympathise with those who have
devoted themselves to the cause of freedom, in the face of
christian and republican hostility, shall we not, by corres-
pondence with sister societies—by remonstrance and aP-
peal to the volume of unerring truth, endeavor to rouse the
American nation to abolish its unhallowed inconsistency,
which tarnishes the liberty and the religion it professes to
enjoy and revere. Especially let us not be deceived into
repose by any attempt to mitigate the horrors of slavery.
Slavery cannot be separated from cruelty. The ox may
labor—the bee gather honey—the sheep bear its fleece,
and all, as sung the Latin poet, not for themselves—the
labor of the slave might be as disinterested, had he only
their instinct. As long, then, as ¢ sic vos non vobis,” ex-
presses the similarity of his condition to that of the brute
creation, so long must he be urged by cruel compulsion to
that task from which he reaps no benefit. More thanman,
the slave might not be deteriorated by such vassalage; less
than man, irrationality would ease him of his woes. Let
us not be blinded by any suggestion of expediency which
may retard the freedom of the nnhaJ)py Negro. Ifa man
rob his fellow, and the robbery be detected, is not instant
reparation claimed ? Surely then, if a creature defraud
his Maker, and the Negro is the properiy of the Lord of
Heaven, shall not immediate and entire restitution be de-
manded ? Our eflorts, in reliance on Heavenly aid,
though the epoch of triumph be deferred, will at length be
successful. A brighter day is in reserve for Alfrica, and
for the world. hatever may have been their darkness—
and it has been dense—whatever may have been their sla-
very—and it has been galling—whatever may have been

4} they have been bloody and de-
grading—a time of liberty and renovation has been prom-
ised; when the human family in all its millions of hearts
shall be united—none so haughty as to be an oppressor—
none 8o tame as to be enslaved; but all as happy and har-
monious as if Eden still existed, and its walls were co-ex-
tensive with the bounds of the globe. (Cheers.)

Dr. Hengh read several interesting extracts from letters
lately received from Messrs. Lewis ’ 'a'ppan and William
Lloyd Garrison. The of the of these
phiLnlhropisu was received with enthusiastic cheering.
The Rev. D. King moved the third resolution :

“ That it is of great importance for the friends of freedom in
different countries, to eo-o'penv.e in hastening the extinction of
Slavery throughout the world, and thatin this conviction the meet-
ing fez much satisfs in the h of friendly acknowl-
edgments that has just passed between the Emancipationists of

this city and of Paris.’
Sir, I believe that little more is expected of me than to

read the following letter from the Duke de Broglie, receiv-

- with the Reov. Mr. King and
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ed in reply to a communication sent by lxom‘ Committee.
Tlie letter is addressed to the Rev. Dr. Heugh :-—

¢ Mr. Vice President:

8ir,—1 very much_rearet losing the opportunity of conversing

. Mr. D. Anderson. The letter which
yon were so kind asto send me by them, unfortunately did not reach
me tillafter my return from the country. 1 would have atached
great importauce to un interview with these members of the So-
ciety of Glasgow, which you would desire to place in direct rela-
tion with the Society for the Abolition of Slavery in Paris, in
which 1 have the honor to take a part. “I'he instructions that §
might have received from them would no doubt have been very
precious to _me; and on the other hand, we shall joyfolly avail
ourselves of the means you suggest, of plucing at your di 1all
the details with which we are ucquainted, that may assist you in
attaining the exalted end you have in view, Persevering efforts
shall not be wanting en our part, for rezuliting and carrying_ the
important questions rcluting to the definite emancipation of the
slaves. We alsoconsider as one of the purest glories in the his-
tory of the world, that of those men who in our country have so
vowerfully contributed by their unceasing_ activity as well as by
the encrgy of their talents, to cause the disappearance of Slavery
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from the territories of Englund. 1 pray you accept my expres-
sions of highest resard, &c. &c.
BROGLIE.?

Sooner or later the slavery of the French colonies will be
brilliantly abolished, and we shall find the forces of French
philanthropy by ourside, ifnot beforeus,inthe glorious march
towards universal emancipation. (Cheers.) Yet, look-
ing at the constitutions of countries, France is not the first
we would expect to be forward in this good work. There
is one whose principles would lead us to expect earlier
and more energetic co-operation in breaking the rod of the
oppressor. The American declaration of rights, which
declares personal liberty and undoubted and inalienable
property, of which man may on no pretext despoil man,
seems to promise fair for the most liberal benevolence,
and how lamentable, then, is it that America is neverthe-
less, the great seat of the abhorrent evil which we are la-
boring to eradicate. (Hear.) Our object is not to cast
ourselves into the arms of any party in America, but to
promote the general interests of the cause. If we be-
friend any s;necially, it is because they specially befriend
the negro. I cannt help, however, expressing regret that
those called Colonizationists should attempt, by such means
as they employ, to obtain the ascendency over those called
Abolitionists—by violence and defamation. The cut-
throat story, I found in the journey to which allusion has
been made, has been circulated, on the continent as well
as here,—and really that story, having its own throat cut
by the very satisfactory and well authenticated explanation
of Mr. Thompson, should, as confessedly diseased, be en-
tombed as expeditiously as possible. (Laughter.) Sup-
posing, however, such aspersions just—what do they
prove ? ‘They can neither modify the excellence of free-
dom, nor the hateful of bondage—you wound the men
by them, but their principles aré invulnerable. And if
those emancipationists—we may ask our Trans-Atlantic
brethren, are so very ptible, how it that by
your own admission, they are so very influential ? The
misgion of Mr. Thompson, it has "been asserted, has
thrown back the cause for a century. (Hear.) Extra-
ordinary ! America was in movement—the millions of
the North, and the millions of the South,—but while this
mighty people were in progress, Mr. Thompson, whom
they cannot characterise m language sufficiently contempt-
uous, unfortunately crossed their path, and all farther ad-
vancement was precluded, for a century to come ! Eman-
cipation is put back, is it, a hundred years 7 If that be
the period of its postponement, I wonder what is the whole
period ofits destined duration ! Surely the respite is long
enough of itself. Are successive generations to [fss into
the tomb, and the babe just born, to transmit the cursed
inheritance of bondage, to his children’s children, ere er-
vor yields to truth, or cruel outrage te compassionate
Christianity 7 The prospect is unendurable. Much will
happen in a hundred years, and we shall hope, and pray,
and strive that the extinction of bondage be one of the
consummations; that before another century has revolved,
every chain may be severed, and every captive ransomed,
and liberty and humanity stand evcry where as closely as-
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sociated in practice as they are inseparable in principle.
(Cheers.) One word more about the contemptible aboli-
tionists.  You say they are destioying the canse by mis-
management—then take it out of their hands and manage
it better. They will never be suppressed by opporition;
let their efforts then be shaded by efforts yet nobler, and
the light of their despised taper lost in purer, brighter,
more benignant effulgence.

Meanwhile, our duty is plain. While iniquity is main-
tained, we must in any wise rebuke our neighbor, and not
suffer sin upon him. We have stepped forward, and can-
not draw back. A respect to truth forbids it—fidelity to
our Lord forbids it—compassion to the enslaved, not a
few of whom are brethren in bonds, forbids it—our admi-
ration of the better qualities of the Ainerican community
forbids it.  We see much in America to love and imitate
—many of its institutions—many of its worthies—but we
will not, cannot countenance its slavery. Evasions are
vain. It is no fairy scheme of colunization, no subtle,
specious pleading that is to lessen our abhorrence of hu-
man robbery, or our labors for its annihilation. America
has suffered, in the estimate of the wise and good, by trans-
gression, and can be exalted only in rightcousness. In-
stoad of banishing, as you propose, the Negro, O banish
his thraldom—instead of vilifying the abolitionists, out-
rival their exertions—instead of disdaining our interfer-
ence, listen to christian expostulation ; und then, and not
till then, may America become what she claims to be—the
glory, and admiration, and rejoicing of the whole enlight-
ened world. (Cheers.) .

Mr. DAVID M’LAREN, on seconding the resolation,
said :—I rise with pl e to d the lution which
has been now proposed, and so ably and eloquently sup-
ported. No remarks of mine are required to ensure its
cordial and unanimous adoption by this meeting; but I
cannot refrain from expressing the (¥elight which% feel, in
common 1 know, with you, Mr. Chairman, and I am per-
suaded, with every one now present, in the thought that
the commen bond of brotherhood, instead of being ¢ sever-
ed as the flax that falls asunder at the touch of fire,’ is
now expressly and publicly recognized; and that the
two nations, which in our youthabhiorred each other, have
mingled into one.

Itis pleasing to reflect, that while he was describing the
evils of slavery, that the sweet christian poet lamented the
alienation of man from man in the terms to which I have
alluded, the harmonious co-operation over which we rejoice
and to which the resolution {:efore us refers, has occurred
in the holy cause of the extinction of Slavery throughout
the world.

. Mr. ROBERT KETTLE proposed the fourth resolu-
tion :—
¢That, as the Press is onc of the most efficient instruments in

T ing the of the cipation cause, these procced-
ngs be published as widely as possible, under the direction of the

Committee.’

It is 80 much a matter of course that a public meeting
give publicity to its proceedings, that I would conceive it
unnecessary to say one word in support of my motion, were
it not for the specialities of the case, and an intimation
which I have been requested to append to it. It will be
recollected by many present, that Mr. Thompson’s chal-
lenge to discuas American Slavery, was accepted by his
opponent when at Durbam, through the medium of the

Ld
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London Patriot, and reported in many of the other papers.
In fixing upon Glusﬁow as the place for holding the discus-
sion, it was stated by Mr. Breckinridge that Mr. Thomp-
son could have no objection to this, as it was the head
quarters of his friends. This circumstance,and the confi-
dent manner io which Mr. B. embarked in the controver-
sy, would doubtless leave upon the minds of many, an im-
pression that his cause was surely a good one, and that a
man of such high character, and suchextensive knowledge
of America, would not so far commit himself as to produce
charges which he could not substantiate; and probably
some of the less informed regarding the character of Mr.
Thompson, and the principles he, in common with us, ad-
vocates, may be expecting to hear that we are ashawed
of our Agent, and that we are completely cured of the fol-
ly of saying that America ought to do that which is right,
and to do it immediately. e must endeavor to satisfy
these good folks, be they in England, Ireland, or Scotland,
that we are more attached than ever, (if it is ible to
be 80,) both to our old principles and to our able and elo-
quent Agent, who so faithfully, so prudently, so persever-
ingly, and so ruccessfully aintained and propagated these
principles in America. We can only do this lﬁrough the
vhlic press, and the doing of it is attended with expense.

our acquiescing in my motion, therefore, leads me tocall
from each of you for a motion of your own. I am re-
quested to inform you that there will be a collection on be-
hall of the Society on leaving the meeting. The motion
you have to make is a very becoming one. The heart
speaks to the hand, the hand makes an errand to the pock-
et, and communicates with the plate at the door, and in
this way good people have an opportunity of doing good
to a good cause. If any of you should be without money
in your pocket, and wish to aid us, your subscription will
be thankfully received by Mr. Beith, the Treasurer ; Mr.
Smeal, the Secretary ; or by uny member ot the Commit-
tee.

Dr. Heugh again rose. At the risk of its being thought
that he spoke too often, he must luy something before them,
to which he did not know well how to allude. It relates
to our friend Mr. Thompson. He had never been ade-
quately remunerated for his services. He had only got
what barely sustained him and his family. A few friends
to the emancipation cause having taken this into consider-
ation, they resolved to present liim, not with a piece of
plate, but with a pecuniary testimonial. Though only a
few had yet subscribed, the sum alrendy amounted to
tween 200/ and 300.. ‘Their townsman, Dr. Cleland, had
been presented with a testimonial of a substantial descrip-
tion ; and though he did not wish to depreciate the Dr.’s
services, he must say he considered that Mr. Thotmpson
had wrought at least as well for such a mark of esteem.—
He would say no more; but if they would be so good as
to turn it over in their kind hearts, and communicate the
result to bis friend Mr. Lethem, the I'reasurer to the tes-
timonial fund, he trusted something would be done to hon-
or Mr. Thompson, which would, in fact, be also honoring ,
themselves.

Thauks were then voted to Dr. Heugh and the Manag-
ers, for the use of the Chapel, and to Mr. Grahame, for
his conduct in the Chair. The venerable chairman was
rapturously applauded by the audience. The miceting
broke up about ten o’clock.



To the Rev. Ralph Wardlaw, D. D., of Glasgow:

y l S1r,—I ohserved in the London Patriot, of last week,
an abstract of the procecedings of the Glasgow Emancipa-
¢ tion Suciety, on the 1st of this month, at a public meet-
! ing held < for the purpose of expressing the sentiments of
+ the society in reference to the recent dis®ussion on Amer-
ican .slavery, between the Rev. R. J. Breckinridge and
Mr. George Thompson.’ The greater portion of the re-
! port before me, is occupied by a speech made by you on
that occusion, in proposing to the meeting the foliowing
resolution, viz.: ¢ That in the deliberate judgment of this
meeting, the wish announced by Mr. George Thompson,
to meet publicly any antagonist, especially any minister of
the gospel from the United States, on the subject of
American slavery, or on any one of the branches of that
subject, was dictated by a well-founded consciousness of
the integrity of his purpose, and assurance of the correct-
ness of his facts; and that the recent discussion in this
- city between him and the Rev. R. J. Breckinridge, of
Baltimore, has left, not werely unshaken, but confirmed
and augmented their confidence in the rectitude of his
principles, the purity of bis motives, the propriety of his
measures, the fidelity of his statements, and the straight-
forward honesty and undaunted intrepidity of hig zeal.’
. This motion was seconded by the venerable and respected
+ Dr. Kidstone; whose speech on the occasion is but brief-
' ly reported. Other resolutions—some of similar import,
‘| sore of a general character—were offered and seconded
by Dr. Heugh, and Messrs. Ladie, King, M’Laren, and
" Kettle. But above all, the proceedings bear the signature
of Robert Grahame of Whitehill—whose venerable bame
*) is dear to every good man.
= These proceedings, sir, have relieved me from a state
of great and painful anxiety, as fo the view my country-
wen might take of the propriety of. my taking any ootice,
more or less, of Mr. George Thompson. For, while
nothing is further from my purpose than to wound the
feelings of any friend of that individual, it is necessary to
say, that in America, every one who 15 not an abolitionist,
or, in other words, ninety-nine hundredths of the people
consider him, not only unworthy of credit, but unworthy
of notice. At length, I have a tangible proof, by wlich
tomake my countrymen feel, that persons of the utmost re-
spectability, excellence, and piety, in Britain, not only con-
cur in all’ the principles and proceedings, but partake of
all the prejudices and ignorance of that ind:s idual, and
openly defend his flagitious conduct. From tins day forth
I deem myself fully acquitted on the only part of the sub-
iect which filled me with personal anxiety. For, although
* you have not_ hesitated to speak in terms sufficiently djs-
paraging of my humble eforts to defend the truth; yet,
¥ 23 you have given no reasons for the judgment you have
divered, those who read for themselves may escape the
-ifluence even of your authority. And as you have been
pleased to decide on the whole merits of the case, as well
a3 on the merits of the parties involved in it, I escape, of
course, from the whole blame of having’ damaged the
i truth by feeble advogacy.
1u this state of the case, it cannot surprise you, that I
turn with delight from those who have hitherto assailed
" wie, und address myself to you: that I avail myself of the
_ vight arising from your free and repeated use of my name,
and your judgments both upon my character and acts, to
#eak freely in return, Let us forget the miserable trifling
of Mr. Robert Bernard Hall. Let us pass over poor Mo-
tes Roper, who, it is hut f’:wt to say, has written the most
" udest and sensible attack yet made on me. Let us even
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he moderate, in having absolutely silenced the garrulit
of Mr. Thompson, who begs off ‘in his laxt note, uhicﬂ
has just reached me, in the Patriot of the 17th instant,
I have that to say which you have not only invited, but
challenged me to utter, and to which I ask your serious
regard.
have manifested my deference to the judgment of a
christian people, by discussing at its bar, questions purely
national and personal, into which, under erroneous pre-
texts, they had interfered in a manner the most vexatioue.
I believed they were in great error,—1 presumed they
were sincerely disposed to do good,—I knew they were
really doing us, and themeelves, und the world harm ;—
and challenged and forced into the matter, I have discuss-
ed it on its mere merits—admitung you and your people
to be all you professed to be—and ouly endeavoring to
prove that we were not so evil as you made us out. So
far as you and those whom you can influence are concern-
ed, you have declared that “you remain more firmly than
ever settled in your barsh judgments of us, and your fixed
purpose to follow out all your offensive courses. Nay, you
plainly declare, that rather than alter a tittle of your conduct,
principles, opinions, or d Is on this subject, you pre-
fer that all fellowship between us and you should termin-
ate  T'hat argument and conclusion, then, being com-
plete'and final, we need say no nore. I am content to
wait and see, whether the American peovle will, at your
suggestion, change their national constitution; or wheth-
er, in the event of the adequate majority for that pur-
pose not heing attainable, they will, as the inference of
your argument, break up the confederacy—to regain your
good opinion.

‘T'here is, as I have said, quite another view of the
whole case. You say in the course of Yyour speech: ¢ If
our American brethren saw anything n us, which they
thought, and justly thought, was an evil of sufficient mag-
nitude to induce their kind offices for its suppression, we
ought to feel oblized by their using their endeavors to stir us
up 1o a due consideraion of it, and to practical efforis for its
removal.” Aud in the coutext you are somewhat pointed in
eulorcing this idea, as containing in ita great rule of duty,
In general, we have eonsidered the ill-doing of this deli-
cate office more hurtful than its omission. In particular,
it has appeared to us as a pretext liable to infivite abuse,
and practically resorted to most by those who had least
gronnd and least right to display it.” But, sir, I can hard-
ly, either in faith!ulness aor honor, abstain any longer from
its use. And the main ohject of this communication iz, 1o
point out, in the aetual condition of considerable portions
of the British Eipire, evils, which really are, or which
your parly has declared to be, of so palpatile and so mon-
strous a description, that decency would seem 1o require
you to repress them, or be very modest in rebuking others
while they exist.

1. To come atonce to the grand cause of outery against
us—the unhappy and indefensible existence of slavery, in
many of the States. Wil you be so 80od as to turn your
eyes to the map of Africa, and fix them on a spot longer
than half of Western Europe 7 At its sonthern extremity
find Cape Town. Then fiud the speech of Dr. Phillip, de-
livered in Exeter Hall ten days after youdelivered yoars.
In that town and neighborhood are 9000 British sfaves !
Scattered over that vast peninsula are wany thonsand
more of British slaves!! And yet the ear of day is dull
with being told that in the British Empire there were no
slaves ; and the very speech that has elicited these remarks
was made at a meeling on the anniversary, devoted 1o a
glorious fact that never ocenrred, namely, * Slave Eman.
cipation in the British Colomtes.’
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2. Turn,now, 1 pray you, to the map of Asia, and find-
the vast dominions which God has lent to you there, em-
bracing a population of one hundred and thirty millions of
souls. 'Then look over a file ol papers, and read a con-
versation that oecurred in the Commous House of Parlia-
ment, but a short time back, between \be honorable Mr.
Buxton aud Sir J, Hobhouse, on the subject of British
slavery in India! There you will fiud it admitied that
‘ domesiic slavery prevails 1o a great extent’ is India,
¢ especially in Beugal." ‘T'here you will fiud proof that no
direct effort was ever made to abolish it,—and reasons
urged by the government why it cannot now he abolished
—and why treaties now exisiing seem to render its future
abolition tmpossible !

3. 'T'urn your attention next to the Western side of the
Aulantic Ocean, and see uearly a million of apprentices
in the West ludia Islands ; and then remember what you
bave yoursell said and wnitten on the subject of this sys.
tem ; and call to mind the innumncerable declarations made
weekly, up and down the country, by thuse who helong
to your party, and who (at the Houdsworih Anti-Slavery
Suciety, on the 3d of s inonth) denounced it ¢ as agra-
vated Slavery, under the delusive name of apprentice-
ship,’ and denounce every ‘ propusal of government’ as
only calculated to excite suspicion.

Do I draw an iuference at all strained, when [ say, that
the suhjccts of a mouarch, whose dominions in three quar-
ters of the globe are, by their own showing aud irrefra-
gable proofs, covered with slaves, should deal somewhat
gently with other nations, who may chance to be in the
same unhappy condition? Do lsa{ too much, when I
caution such people to be more guarded in boasttul asser-
tions, which are contradicted by the fact and the record of
the case ? Do 1 give needless offence, when 1 heg you 10
remember, that your Parliament i3 omnipotent over this
subject, and is, therefore, responsible for all the evils which
exist, either through their negligence or by their consent 7
Alas! sir, it is an ancient bhabit, to be bitter against our
brother for a mote, when a beam is in our own eye.

But I have more to add. We have been spoken against
with great severily for neglect of the spiritual welfare of
the colored population of the United Siates: and you
have, in an unhappy hour,said you believed and approved
these hard sayings. I have,invain, denied ; in vam, dis-
proved them. My object naw is, to show the condition of
the country, whose people bring and credit thew ; still
keeping the line of duty indicated by your suggestion.

4. Let me beg you then to look at the condition of Low-
er Canada, where the Roman Catholic religion is estab-
lished by treaty and by law, where anunual grants of pub-
Jic money'are made to support it, and where it has had
free course, until the people are so ignorant that by stawnte
law the grand jurers and the school commissioners are
allowed the privilege of making their marks instead of
signing their names, aund where, according 1o the belief
of the whole universe, except papists, a system of idola-
lrm:s worship is guaranteed by the power of the British
realm,

6. Then look over the votes in the Committee of Sup-
ply in the precent Parliament, and yon will see 8,928
pounds ¢ for the Roman Catholic College at Maynooth,’
(which is just about the sum the villified Americans pay
annually to promote the religion of Jesus Christ in Wes-
tern Africa, through the Colonization Society,) and I ask
you, as a Christian, to resolve the questions, which of
these enterprises you deem most injurious to true religion %
which you and your party have most actively oppused ?
and which is moat under your eye and controfl ? "Henaven
and earth are moved to preveut the spread of the gospel
in Africa, through the Colonization Society; and not a
whisper is heard to prevent the increase of idolauy in
your own land, through governmental patronage.

6. Buta more frightful case remains. Remember, that
you have abuve one hundred millions of heathen in your
Indian ‘Poueuions;——then read the noble speech ol} the
Rev. W. Campbell, a missionary from Bengalore, de-
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livered at Exeter Hull, at the annual meeting of
the London Missionary Society. There, sir, you will
find positive proof that the horrid system ot Hindvo
idolatry, in all its cruelty and corruptiun, is upheld, par-
taken of, and made a source of gam by the British au-
thorities in lndia! Temples are supported by the gov-
ernment ; priests and dancing women are paid a monthly
allowance out of the publice revenue; magistrates ave
present and aiding officially at their brutal ceremonies;
military officers do their pecaliar honors to the sbomina-
ble thing; and British functionaries collect the wages of
iniquity. And now, sir, what can the eagerness of party
zeal find, in all its false allegations against us, equal to
the naked deformity of these facts ?

7. But pass again to another portion of your wide emprre.
In multitudes ol publications I have seen our glleged ne-
glect of the religious mstruction of the colored population
of America, made the basis of insinuations against the
sincerity of our religious profession. If you will read the
speech of Dr. Phillip, already alluded to, you will find the
fullowing sentence: * Boteman, a Cafire chief, and others,
have been petitioning me for missonaries, by every mes-
senger through whom they could convey to me a verbal
communication, for the last twelve years; and I have rot
yet been uble to send them one.” Gracious Heaven'!
what an account will the twenty thousand protestant min-
isters of Greut Britain have to render for the souls of these
poor Caffres, whom so many ol them have forgotien, to
ubuse their brethren in America for neglecting a popula-
tion amongst whom a larger proportion bear the gospel,
than of the inhabitants ol the capital of the British empire.

Let us look at London, the seat of your wealth, power,
and civilization; the abode of your Sovereign; the seat
of your Parliamem; the sec of a bishop, whose income
would support a huadred missionaries. Listen to what
the bishop says of so much of his diocese, as is contaimed
in the metropolis : ¢ There are,’ says he, ¢ thirty-four par-
ishes, containing above 10,000 souls each, (omitting all
notice of those which contain less,) and in the aggregate
1,137,000 souls : but there is church voom for only 101,-
682—lcxs than one-tenth of the whole! Allow one church
for every 3,000 souls, and 379 churches would be required 5
while in fact there are bat 69 ; or, if consecrated chap-
els be added, only 100.” This is, above 1.000,000 souls,
in u single city, and that city the seat of your glory, utterly
unprovided for by the natiowr, and the Established Church.
Now, it we should add what is done by dissenters of ail
classes, and add also the destitute of the small parishes,
the result might be varied a litle; but stiil, make the best
of it you can, and you are left with more people destitute
of the means of grace in Londonr alone, than in all the
United States! If you doubt these statemeuts of the
Lord Bishop of London, k the pr lings of the
last annual ineeting of the city mission; and then ponder,
whether the hundreds of pounds squandered on Mr.
TFhowpson’s trip to the United States—anrd in printing his

slanders of that country—and the additional hundreds, -

which I see Dr. Heugh urged the people of Glasgow to
give him by way of ¢ Testinonial Fund >—might not have
been fully as well laid out in sending the guspel to the
British capital ?

Besides, the accusations now made yonr own, on tihe
general subjects of slavery, in itself considered, and nc-
glect of the religious instruction of the natives—the
remaining charges which we have been arraigned uvpon,

may, to a certain extent, fall under the general head of |

severity, injustice, and deep-rooted prejudice against the
blacks. These things may be true, or they inay be false.
T'he statements and evidence on both sides are in reach of
the public. You have vouched for their truth, and it
i8 not now my design to show the coatrary; but to show
who they are that are so ready to ma%:)ify real errore, and
to allege false crimes upon their neighbors.

Pray, sir, were you ever in Ireland? If you were,
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you saw a land fertile and beautiful; a people, handsome,
intelligent, and. active; a climate more genial than any
other in so high a northern latitude; in short, every thing
that should make its teeming population rich, happy, and
powerful. I was there. 1 saw hundreds of pevple who
bad no fixed abodes. I saw the majority of the houses of
the lower classes, worse than the stables and cow-houses
in England; I saw thousands in rags; hundreds naked;
and hundreds more naked, except a piece of a single old
garment. I looked at the third report on the expediency
of a poor law for Ireland, made by order of Parliament,
and I found that 2,385,000 souls are out of work, have
nothing to depend on, and are in distress for thirty weeks
every year. It is a settled, indisputable truth, that one-
third of the 1rish people beg their bread two-thirds of
every year. And yet emormous quantities of grain and
live stock, and all sorts of provision, arg exported from
Ireland. And yet, in defiance of ull this tremendous, long-
continued, and periodical suffering, there is no poor law,
nor ani' sort of general provision by law for the poor of
that island. But there are forty-mine regiments of horse
and foot, and a constabulary force of ahout equal magni-
tude—ready to stay the people’s stomachs with lead at
night, and steel in the morning. This is the happy con-
sumination of six hundred years of British authority !—
And how can you, sir, look any human being in the face,
and charge his country with wrong, till you have strained
every effurt to redress this vast hereditary guilt ? Orif
you fail, how can you speak, nationally, in the hearing of
earth, or heaven, about human wrongs ?

10. Look, for the last time, to the vast plains of South
Africa, wet with the bloed of murdered nations. Read
the clear and masterly speecir of Dr. Phillip, already twice
referred to. *If a traveller who had visited that country
twenty-five years ago, were to take his stand on the banks
of the Keiskamma river, and ask what had become of the
natives whom he saw there on his former visit; if he took
his stand on the rocks of the Sondags river, and looked to-
wards a country seventy miles in breadth before him, he
might ask the same question; if he were to take his stand
again on the Fish river, and then extend his views to Caff-
raria, he might ask the same question; and were he to take
his stand on the Snow mountain, called Graaf Reinet, (he
would have before him a country containing 40,000 square
miles,) and ask where was the 1iomense concourse he saw
there twenty-ﬁve years ago; no man could tell him where
they were ! Ask Lord Glenelg, his Majesty’s principal
Secretary for the colonies, and he will admit that the sys-
tem of treachery, pl , and butchery, by which these
brave and upright savages have been wasted in extermina-
ting oppression, constitutes perhaps the most degrading of
all the chapters of the history of mankind! 1t is a chap-
ter written in the tears and blood of slrughtered tribes
—and is hardly yet dry upon the paper that records it for
the execration o¥ sterity ! It is a chapter that had not
been fully enactedpo when you were concocting plans and
arranging agepcies, by wzich to make illustrious the be-
nign sway of universal freedom, justice, and benevolence
in your Monarchy—and to brand upon our Republic re-
proaches which all coming generations could not efface.

But why need I multiply particulars? When these
things are set right, and you seek from us another list, we
will say to you concerning your polity, in nearly all its

rts, things which you will then be better able to bear.

e will point out how you may establish real frecdom
amongst yourseives, and thereby show your acquaintance
with jts sacred priuciples; how you can mike your laws
just, equal and hwinane, und thereby manifest in practice
your devotion to principles commended for others. At
present such a proceeding could only irritate; and is the
more readily forborne, because it is not as an Americun
or a republican, but as a christian, my mission brought wme
to you. The assurance, tvo, that the party with which
you act is, in point of numbers, a very sinall minority of

the British nation, makes me the more willing to adhe:
to this view of my duty. Indeed it is chiefly because yo!
party has much of its strength in that sect to which I'w:
more particularly sent, that it seemed clearly necessai
for me to tuke part at all in these discussions.

I readily admit that time, patience, sacrificee, and muc
Iabor, are needful for the redress of the evils 1 have poin
ed out. I know that the present generation is not respot
sille in such a sense, for most of them, as past generatiol
have been. I am convinced that multitudes of Englis!
men deplore, and would gladly remove them. I am sati:
fied that it is by the silent influence of example, and tl
kind and clear exposition of general principles, ratln
than rude and harsh personal or national assaults, that w
can do you good, in these or similar cases. And I glad
declare my belief, that the christians of America, as sucl
can and ought to hold christian intercourse and sympatt
with the christians of Britain—notwithstanding the Bri
ish nation may be responsible in the matters uﬁeged 5 ar
that we can and ought to do it—without perpetual vitup
ration and insult, even for what is true—not to say witl
out gross perversions of the facts and merits of the cas
Such, sir, are my views of the subject. I deeply regr
that yours are so widely different. And I humbly beseec
you to imagine the whole course of your proceedings ar
arguments—embraciug of course the mission of Mr. Thom)
son, and his cpnduct since his return—made ours, and o1
case made vours ; and then decide what would by this tin
have heen the feelings of your people towards us, if v
had treated you as you have treated us? 1 declare, in 1l
presence of God, my firm belief, that if things go on muc
longer as they huve progressed for the last two vears, thei
will not be found on earth men more estranged from eac
other than the professors of religion in the two countrie
T have already witnessed the spectacle of a part of the r.
ligious press in England, urging forward the governme
of the country to an intervention, if necessary, with arm
against the progress of liberty in Texas, upon the fal
and ignorant pretext that the government of the Unite
States, unless prevented by force, would possess itself «
that country, and introduce slavery there! The peop
generally of America are long ago roused to the highe

itch of indignation against your proceedings in this who

siness.  You have now reduced the christians of th:
country to a position, where, if they act with you or a«
mit your previous stat ts or ‘y.' ip they b
oo your own showing, infamous! You may now behol
in the preceding statement, the posture in which all ti
world, but yourselves, have viewed you during all this te
cible affuir !

Was it ignorance of your real condition, er was it i;
worance still more gross of ours, or was it national vani

‘and prejudice, or was it all these unitedly, that impelle

the abolition party in Britain to pursue the course the
have adopted? It is not my desire to give offence, and
will not, therefore, attempt to decide. Your party pre
fess to have full and accurate information about us; thoug
it is very odd that at your meeting, Dr. Heugh move
and Mr. Eadie scconded, and your ¢ very numerous ar
highly respectable meeting’ unanimously voted, that o1
national constitution contained a very important principl
which is not only not in it at all, but which the very di
cussion you were pronouncing on ex cathedra, proved ni
to be in it! Well informed gentlemen, not to say ju
judges, should be more cautivus. It does not become i
to say that your party are ignerant of the condition of the
own country ; but if they knew the facts now commende
to their notice, it.is not ensy tq reconcile their singul:
disregard of them, with their rampant benevolence on tl
other side of the water; and if they were unacquaintc

with them, they had better stay at Jericho till their bearc

be grown. Upon the delicate’ and. painful subject of n:
tional prejudice, it is difficult to speak properly at all; b
especially so to gentlemen whose passion lies in surmow
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ing all prejudice whatever. The John Bull newspaper is
said to represent the views and feelings of the extreme
High Church and Tory party; the Record is the reputed
~ehicle for Low Church sentitnents; the Patriot, T am tld,
stands in the same relations to the Congregational Dissent-
ers, embracing both Baptists and Independents, who are
generally Whigs and Radicals. ‘The “L'imes, which fromn
its great ability, must always wield a vast influence, is
considered the organ of the Independent Conservative in-
terest. I am very likely to be mistuken; but 1 have tried
to inform myself of your condition—and that is what 1
lenrn. Be so good, sir, as to read any editorial article in
either of these papers, for the last four months, in which
it was necexsary to express opinions or feelings in regard
to the United States, and you will at once catch iny pres-
ent drift. But to aid such as have neither time nor oppor-
tunity for sucly a review, excuse the following sawple from
a late number of the last named paper : ¢ In short, this is
just the wretched ¢ colonization scheme,” to which those
{;ious slave-owners, the Baptists, Independente, and Pres-

vterians of the United States have betaken themselves,
as a plaster to their consciences, rank and rotten with hy-
pocrisy; and though that holy Awmerican humbug may
command a congenial support from the canting zealots of
liberty and lashes, hallelyjuhs and horse-whippings, Bibles
and brwality, missions and wurders, religious revivals
merging in slave auctions, and love-feasts termiuating in
Lynch law,” &c. &e. It is but justice to say, that I have
seen equal grossness only in the Jobn Bull, and in Mr.
Thompson’s speeches, to some of which latter this has a
most suspicious resemblance. It is my duty also to declare,
which 1 do with sinceie pleasure, that the present Foreign
Secretary of the King (Lord Palmerston,) and the journals
which speak the sentiments of the govermnent, are by far
better jnformed, and more candid in regard to American
affairs in general, than any others whose published views
have come to my knowledge.

1 inay, in the emd, be permitted to suggest, that perhaps
too much has been eaid in relation to the existing and
prospective intercourse between the churches of the two
countries ; and possibly too much consequence attached to
it by myself, as well as others. 1 have uttered the senti-
ments of those who sent me, in their name ; and endeavor-
ed to enforce them by such considerations as appeared to
me just and appropriate. But 1 am uot aware of an
thing bhaving trunspired which would justify the supposi-
tivn that America, or her churches, lovked for any advan-
tuge which was not likely to he reciprocal, in being per-
mitted to hold this intercourse. Still less can I conceive
that any one can be justified in demanding of our churches,
as conditions of it, not only adhesion to moral principles
which we reject, but the procurement of political changes
which are impossible. Yet, if I comprehend the drift of
all British abolitionism, it stops not a whit short of this.

i« It was the world, more than America, we sought to
‘benefit,. We had no purpose of attempting a revolution
in Britain, nor did it enter into our conceptions that a rev-
olution in America, of the most terrible extent, would be
dictaled o us, in terms hardly suppertable. It was the
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benighted heathen for whose good we were laying plans 3
and the thought of personal advantage, or honor, or enjoy-
ment, 0 any portion of ourselves, had never place for a
moment, nor even ground for exercise; and, therefore,
we must needs be proof against all discriminating threats.
It is quite gratuitous for the sects in England to decline
receiving our delegntes, except they be abolitionists—
which many individuals, and some public meetings have
recommended—which the Baptists, if I am rightly inform-
ed, bave virtunlly done—and which seeins nothing beyond
the compass of your argument.

Indeed, this aspect of the case is so very far from the
one which the facts exhibit, that I am greatly surprired
that wisdom, if not kindnese, did not prevent its presenta-
tion. For, I believe no delegate who has gone from Brit-
ain to America, has been aseailed, in public and in pri-
vate, on any of the great evils at which I have hinted in
this comnunication, as every delegate who has come from
America to Britain has been assailed on the subject of
slavery. I believe, too, you would eearch in vain, in
Awerica, for any wan, who had received from any sect
or institution in Britain, any token of respect or esteem—
while it wiil be equally hard to find in Britain, any man
amongst any sect to which any delegate from America
has ever come, who is not indebted to us for all the conse-
quence he has derived frem literary and theological dia-
tinctions denied to him at home, but bestowed by the
kinder or more discerning spirit of strangers !

For my own part, without intending to commit the
folly of depreciating a great nation, I am obliged to say,
that the thing which surprised me most in England, was
the universal ignorance which prevails in regard to Amer-
ica, while the thing which grieved me most, was the
alimost equally universal prejudice against us.

You do not know us.  You have little sympathy with
us.  You do us wrong in all your thoughts. In regard to
all these points, I believe there is but one mind amongst
all Americans, not being abolitionists, who have been in
Eungland. And if you have been pleased to express the
hope that I would return to America materially chang-
ed in many of my views and principles, I have only to say
in reply, that go profound is my sense of the fulse estimate
you put on every thing national, as between us and you,
that my visit to England has opened a new source of de-
votion, in gratitude to God, that he permitted your ances-
tors to persecute ours out of it. So little impreseion of
the kind you expect, has all that I have been forced to
hear in England usgainst my country and my breth-
ren produced, that when I retura again to embrace those
beloved men, I shall revere them more, as I measure
them by all 1 have known elsewhere; and when my
weary ziet touch that sacred land, I shall r_ejoice in the
very  dust and stones thereof >—as more precious than the
pearls of all lands beside ! L.

If I may not call myself your fellow-christian, without
offence, I can at least sign myself your fellow-sinner,

R. J. BRECKINRIDGE.
Parie, Aug. 20, 1836,



C. STUART’S REMARKS ON R.

[From the Friend of Man.]

MR. EpiTor—In the New York Observer, of Saturday,
15th October, | find a letter from the Rev. R. J. Breckin-
ridge to Rev. R. Wardlaw, introduced with high encomia,
by the editor of the Observer; and as a personal {riend of
Dr. Wardlaw and of Mr. Thompson—as a British subject
—as a lover of holy and impartial hberty evervwhere;
and an uncompromising enemy to the forced servitude of
the guiltless poor, I beg o offer through you to the pub.
lic, the following observations on that leiter: and this [
do, not to assail Mr. Breckinridge, but to defend the truth,
which he appears to me to have assailed, as well as to
aaln;:t the truth, where he appears to e to have asssert-
ed it. :

_ Mr. B.’s letter contains several prominent propositions,
viz. :

1st. Varions items respecting the crimes of England.

2nd. Mr. B.s views respecting British ignorance, of
the actnal condition and character of the people of the
United States. )

3rd. His estimate of Mr. G. Thompson.

4th. His views of Teexas.

5th., Hfs views of church fellowship.

- 6th. His views of the revolution contemplated, as he
says, in the United States by the Abolitionists.

. 7th. His appreciation of the views of the British aboli-
tonists respecting the United States.

8th. His patriotism.

9th. His views of United States’ slavery.

.1+ Various items respecting the crimes of England.
- These ate introduced a parently at Dr. Wardlaw’s in-
vitation, as quoted by Dr, Breckinridge ; and as far as
sustained by facts, I thank him for them, whatever may
hava been the object with which he has introduced them.
Udeeply feel, and fully acknowledge, that the crimes of
my country are her deadliest foes; aud that the man who
exposes her crimes the most ‘strikingly, so as most effec-
tually Lo tear to pieces all complacency or rest in them, is,
in that respect, my country’s greatest benefactor. But
let me not be misunderstood.. The crimes which Mr.
Breckinridge enumerates, are, slavery as it yet exists at
the Cape of Good Hope, in the British West Iudies, and
he might have added in the Mauritius; 2d. Domestic
slavery in the East Indies, especially in liengal', 3d. The
existence of Popery in Lower Canada, and grants of pub-
lic money made to support it; 4th. The grant of £2928
for the Roman Catholic College at Maynooth; 5th. The
nefarious gain drawn from the horrid system of Hindoo
1dolatry, by the British authorities in India ; 6th. T'he neg-
lect of the Caffre population in South Africa, by the
Churches of Kngland; Tth. The religious destitution of
'L‘ondnn; 8th. The want of Poor Laws in Ireland ; 9th.
I'he base and bloody slaughter of the Caffre tribes in the
South. With whoever else deprecates and abhors them,
1 deprecnt'e and abhor these things : the aet of proclaiming
and exposing them is love, not enmity to Britain. Of all
these things, my country, as far as she is guilty of them,
nust repeut or perish. “When 1 contemplate these things
only, I blush and hang my head to think myself an Eng-
lishman ; and the more, 1iie common sense of uuperverted
nature, and the better and biighter example of other na-
tiens, can be boldly and frankly held up to shame, or to
allure us to repentance, the more will I bless God. Bur,
in stating lln:m, # should be stated, that slavery, miscalled
apprenticeship, as it yet exists at the Cape of Good Hope,
the Maurntius, aud the British\Vest Iudies, though as crim-
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inal as ever in its principle,* is importanily mitigated in
praetice, the slaves by law being allowed one quarter of
their time to themselves, being secured from being sold
away from their ahodes—heing secured (rom personal a-
buse at the diseretion of the master—having their wives
and children secured to them—being secured in their right
to moral and intellectual cultivation, and t0 worship God
according to their own consciences, &c. ; and the dregs
of slavery, by which they are yet so insanely and wicked-
ly insulted and oppressed, being condemned to final dis-
solution on the 1st August, 1838, for/the domestic, and on
the 1st August, 1840, fur the field hands. Besides, it should
be remembered, that Antigua and Bermudas, slave colo-
nies like the others, until Ist August, 1834, ou that blessed
day, hecame the theatres of immediate and thorough eman-
cipation, at home, under law by the lawful authorities, the
slaveholders themselves ; and have since held, and con-
tinue to hold up to the fair eye of the world, one of those
bright and beautiful refutations, with which history is
graced, ofthe cruel, the crazy, and the guilty plea of dau-
ger, of difficulty, or of luss, should tyrants repent ; imme-
diately abolish their nefarious system; and at once sub-
stitute laws and pracuces worthy of free and generous
minds, for laws and practices worthy only of felons and
pirates.

In relation to the East Indies, it should be known, that
when any such outrage is perpetrated agaiust a slave, as

- to induce him to complain, the British courts make no
distinction between him and his master ; and if he choose
to leave his master, they allow of no compulsion in caus-
ing him to return. No white man can hold a slave.

The existence of the Catholic Church in Canada, Ire-
land, &ec.. is beyond the coutrol of the government, as it
is in the United States ; the public money given for her
support is a vice of the government. The neglect of the
heathen, both at home and abroad, is a giant sin of the
church in all its denominations. The want of poor laws
in Ireland, involves a question of which | am not master ;
but I do not, I cannot goubl, that we are under great guilt
in relation to the Irish %oor. The szlaughlerois the fron-
tive tribes by us, the Bushmen, Caflres, &ec., in South
Africa, is, beyond expression, infamous and ecriminal ;
and bears astrict r bl to the conduct of the United
States in Georgia, Alabama, Florida, &c., towards the
Indian nations.

Great Britain’s crimes, however, will not sanctify the
crimes of the United States. Eve did not do wisely in
striving lo throw the blame off herself, by accusing the
serpent—nor Adam, by stating his wife’s transgression—
nor Mr. B., by detailing England’s erimes. hat would
be the result, if sinners, instead of laying the rebukes and
warnings of the Gospel to heart, should speak peace to
themselves by expasing the faults of the church.  We see
it. I say not this to cover up England’s guilt. I have
acknowledged, and do with shame and Eain acknowledge
it, for it is great—it is inexcusable—it threatens the coun-
try of my allegiance, and of my heart with destruction,
Blessed he the voice, even though it were an enemy’s,
which shall waken my country to repentance. But Oh,
that Grace may forbid, that another people, less dear to

* All gradualism, or mitigation of sin, is as directly a
breach of the Diviae law, as the most atrocious disobedi-
ence. The amount differs, but the spiritis the same. God
sanclions no coutinuance of transgression even for a mo-
ment. He commauds us uot to mitigate iniquity, but ut.
terly to abolishit.
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me only than my own, should sooth itself to destruction
by my country’s erimes.

2. Mr.B.’s views respecting British ignorance of the actual
condition and characier of the people of the United States.
Strange ignorance! wheu that condition and that charac-
ter are revealed Lo the world by the horrible tact that one
sixth part of the whole native population of the United
States are eutlawed withoutl even the imputation of a
crime, and when such men as Mr. Breckinridge cau stand
up in England and deny or excuse this their country’s
guilt. ¢ Dr. Heugh moved,’ says Mr. B., “ that eur consti-
tation contains a very important principle, which is not in
itatall,’ &c. Whatis this principle T why, that hberty
is the inalienable right of all wen. What a spectacle’
T'he patriotic Mr. B, denying that the constitution of the
country of his 1dolatry embraces this glorious principle ;
and Dr. Heugh, against whom he inveighs, as stigmatiz-
ing lis country, imputing this glorious principle to the
constitution of the United States. Believe Mr. B., and
the constitution of the Uuited States, boasting of republi-
canisin and liberty, is destitute of the fundameatal princi-
ple of all true liberty and republicanism, viz., the equal
right of all men 1o lite, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Believe Mr. H. and the constitution of the Uuited
States is rich with this glorious gem of ‘eternal truth aud
love. Yet, Mr. B. dreams that he is glorifving his coun-
try, and that Dr. H. is slandering her.” How often, alas!
Go such friends become our worst foes. ‘The constitution
of the United States is a public document and may be
read by every body. T'aken in connection with the de-
claration of independence, as the Glasgow Society doublt-
lessly took it, and as the people of the United States used
to take it, until slavery taught them that the glorious boon
of holy and impartial liberty, was a rhetorical flourish,
uothing can be wore clearly a fact than Dr. Heugh’s pro-
position. Taken by itself, the evidence, though less pal-
pable, is not materially less plain. Give me, said Aichi-
mides, a fulcrum, and [ will lift the world. 1u the consti-
tution of the United States, we have a fulerum. Liberty
needs none other for the peaceful triumph of her glorious
cause. All that is wanted, is what Britain wanted 70
years ago, the cleansing of her laws from the sophistries
of opinion, the blinduess of prejudice and the abuses of
precedent.

‘The fact is, that until lately the United States had im-
posed upon the world and herself, under the veil of lLer
Constitution and her pride, and that England, at an im-
partial distance, judging fairly according to irresistable
-evidence, has beeu rescued by the practice of the United
States, extensively from the delusion ; while the majority
of the peaple of the U. States, with such as Mr. B. among
them, still cling to their idol—shutting their ears and
spurning every one who will not bow down with them and
cry ¢Great is Diana of the Ephesians.” ¢ Glorious aud
happy is our slaveholding republic, the land of the brave
and the home of ths slave!’ Lovely and holy are her
slaveholding churches, ¢ the very dust and stones thereof,’
more precious to us republican and Christian slaveholders,
than the pearls of the whole land beside ! ’

3. Mr. B.’s views of Mr. G. Thompson. Mr. B. speaks
of Mr. T.’s flagitious conduct. What was it apart from
the base and shameless slanders which iguorance, preju-
dice and wickedaess have propagated? In the United
$States it was, in connection with many of the noblest
minds in the United States, and sustained by ¢ persons’
as Mr. B. declares, and most justly declares them *of
the utmost r ability, excell and piety in Britain ’
with a hero’s boldness and a Christian’s love, showing to
his sister land her sin, aud calling her to repentance, not
in order to destroy, bul to save; and in England, treating
one of the proudest and most insolent of his enemies, as a
gentleman and a man.—Strange flagitiousness! But the
clue to all this is, that the man whose moral sense is per-
verted by slavery and by its chivalrous ?'mpalhies, can
see beauly only in his horrible idol; and virtue only in
those who bow down and worship with him.
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. 4. Mr. B.s views of Texas. He speaks of the progress
of liberty in Texas, apparently as counected with the
revolution now attempting there—but the only liberty
sought by that revolution, is rebellion the most nefarious,
and liberty to keep slaves—ta restore the curse of slavery
to a land where slavery had been abolished ; and 1o open
a new market for the enslaved inhabitants of the United
States.

5. Mr. B.’s views of church fellowship. They have in-
deed all the chivalry of slavery in them. If 1 misiake
not, Mr. B. thinks that the slaveholders of the United
States; if professing Chrristianity, without ceasing to be
slaveholders. should be received and retained in the com-
wunion of the Christian church; and of course, as a gen-
erous man, that he would be ‘equally magnanimous to-
wards foreign slaveholders.  But what are slaveholders 7
I'speak geuerally : "T'hey are a body of men, the most
Jealous on earth “of their own rights ; living in the midst
of republican principles, and with no external fetters on
them. Yetthey are willfully plunderers of the most sa-
cred of all properties ; so that he who steals a thousand
hags of gold is mnocent compared to them. They are
deliberately aud systematically plundercrs of the liberiy, il.e
personal security, the time the abor, the domestic, social,
moral and religious rights, by law, by themselves devis-
cd, enacted and perpetrated, of the guiltless poor around
them, their fellow citizeus, and their fellow men ; as much
and as loyal Americans as they are; and far less guilty
than they, towards God and their country. Yet Mr. B.
thinks, that these men ought to be retained in Chiistian
communion. I cannot wonder, indeed that a consistent
member of a slaveholding republie, and a slaveholding
church, should think so—but the church must tear like a
most venomous serpent from her bosom, all such senti-
ments, before she can in truth and in deed become the
church of Him, who eame to preach ‘liberty to the cap-
tives,and the opening of the prison to them that are bound,’
who cries, ¢ Wash you—make you clean—put away the
evil of your doings from hefore mine eyes—cease 1o do
evil—learn to do well—seek judgment—relieve the op-
prcssed—]udfe the fatherless—plead for the widow ’—
who asks, ‘Isnot this the fast that I have chosen ; 10
loose the bands of wickedness ; to undo the heavy bur-
dens ; and to let the oppressed go free ; and that ye break
every yoke 7’ who proclaims, ¢ Woe unto him that build-
eth his house by unrighteousness, and his chambers by
wrong—who useth his neighbor’s service without wages,
aud giveth him wot for his work '—who comprises all his
holy and blessed law in two great commandments—* Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and miud,
and soul, and strength,and thy neighbor as thyself.” Were
the church, the church; that’is, were the church what it
ouglt to be, she might less inconsistently cherish in her
bosom an impenitent drunkard, or an impenilenl thief,
than au impenitent slaveholder of any nation or of any
kind ; but especially an impenitent republican and Chris-
tian slaveholder ! “In Young’s strong language, such a
church may be called, ‘ Guil’s blunder and the loud
laugh of liell”; notuntil light shall he changed into darkness,
liberty into licentiousness, justice into injustice, the pure
aud impartial love of Christ into the supercilious and in-
solent benevolence of tyrants, and uaiversal and holy love
te man into a proud and partial idolatry ef one class, min-
gled with and atrocious iniquity towards another,
distinguished from the first only by being less guilty—not
till then, can any man, in whom ‘the spint of God lives
and reigus, harmonize with such sympathies; and it is
only in so far as the church of Christ rejects such sympa-
thies altogether, holding them up to the contempt and in-
diguation of the world, that I cansee in her any thing het-
ter than a whited sepulchre ; beauteous indeed,when view-
ed al a distance, ‘ but when fairly examined, found to be
full of dead men’s hones and ali uncleanness.” There is
uothing for which I bless the God of all grace and mercy
more, than for the resolutions to which Mr. B. adverts, of
the Clristians iu England to hold commuuion no longer
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with the abominations of prejudice and slavery ; nor can
1 see in any other feature of His glorious providence, a
ground of hope so rich and full of approaching salvation
10 this still unbrotherly and ungodly world.

6. Mr. B.’s views of the revolution, contemplated, as
he savs, in the United States, by the Abolitiouists. Mr.
B. says, ¢ Nor did it enter iuto our conceptions, that arev-
olution in Awmerica, of the most fearful ¢xtent, would be
dictated to us, in terms hardly suppostable.” He is here
speaking, I know, directly of the British churches ; but
the scope of his argument seems to me to include all the
friends of impartial liberty ; and I therefore take them as
applying to the anti-slavery society at large. Il wrong,
he will correct me.

If vaken in relation to the British churches. what is this
terrible revolution, which Mr. B. abhors ? It is the puri-
fying of the American churches, fromn the guilt and curse
of slavery!!! And what are the scarcely supportable
terms, in which this terrible revolution is dictated? A
frank and solemn warning, in brotherly love, that impeni-
tent perseverance in this atrucious system of all possible
iniquity, must exclude from chureh fellowship!!!

11 raken in relation to the A. 8. Society at large, the
enlightened friends of impariial liberty and law, whatis
the revolution which they scek and desire 7 It is, simply
the substitution by the lawful authorities, of liberty under
law for slavery by law--ot justice for injustice—of undis-
sembling and impariial love, for the insolent, supercili-
ous, and hypocritical cond ions of pride—itis the
expunging of bad laws, and the universal exteasion of
good laws—it is the treating of innocent men, like inno-
cent men , and of culprits like culprits, after fair trial and
conviction—it is securing to every American citizen, lib-

. erty, personal protection, and the pursuit of happiness, by

laws worthy ol a great, free and magnanimous people, in-
stead of the present legalized system of shameless vio-

lence and fraud. And this, by the lawful authorities. By

Congress, in the District of Columbia ; by the Legislature
of Virgima, in Virginia; by the Legislature of N. Caroli-
na, in %. Carolina, &c. &c. &c. And by what means do
the enlighlened friends of impartial law and likerty, the
A.S. Society, seek this noble object ? Simply by the
truth, urged and reiterated, and urged again, and agam,
aud again, in love, without fear or favor, without compro-
mise or hesitancy ; shunning in declaring it, no part of the
counsel of God : the principle of immediate and cordial
duty, which God has laid as an extirpating axe at the root
of all evil, their principle ; and the love of Christ shed
abroad in their hearts, and emanating in all aciive, holy,
generous, impartial and enlightened benevolence to their
tellow men, their companion and their spur all the way.
Aud by what means do they thus urge the trath in love 7
Clandestinely 7 No! Riotously? No! lllegally? No!
Unlawfully 7 No! How, then? Openly—Peaceably—
Legally—Lawfully. By the pulpit, the press, the mail,
the lecture room!  In steamboats, canal boats, hotels !
On the rail road, in the stage, at the bar, in courts of jus-
tice, at home and ahroad, every where, with decorum,
patience, firmness, kindness and decision, watching op-
portunities to ‘open their mouths for the dunb, to judge
righteously, and to plead the cause of the oppressed and
poor 3’ bearing insults,meeting danger, and braving death
with prayerful equanimity ; unawed by slander and an-
seduced by smiles! ‘I'his, in faci. is terrible to Saian and
his minions only.  Why should it be terrible to Mr. B.,
of when, notwithstandiug his present deep and fearful de-
lusion, much evidence testifies better things! Or, is it
unreasonable that a Cliristian chuareh should cut from its
communion the oppressors of the guililess poor 7 or that
free and Christian men, under the egis of the Constitution
of the United Siates. should frankly and earnestly plead
for impartial liberty and law ? yet this is the whole of the
offence of the aholitionists. Xnd whatif they do it, at
limes, in uncourteous term«! When felons set a house on
fire ; when a man is trampling on my brother, enslaving
his hody, and as far as he can, putting out the light of his
toul ; when an enlightened republic is bugging slavery in

J. Breckinridge’s Letter. 15

its bosom ; and a Christian church is using its neighbor’s
service without wages, giving him no fair equivai’ent for
his work, but building its house by unrighteousness, and
its churches by wrong--must we smile sweetly upon the
the aggressors, and beg them for very geutility’s sake, to
be so good, if they please, as to desist from their chival-
ric iniquity !'! or, with all the pungency of God’s eternal
truth, gushing out from hearts of love, uncover the sin and
ery ‘ thou art theman 1’

Let the revolution which abolitionists desire be aceom-
plished, and what shall we have 7 A nation of freemen,
instead of a nation of tyrants and slaves. A church do-
ing justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with Ged,
instead of a church practicing and excusing ll}e most en-
ormous iniyuity. We shall ﬁnve safety, instead of dan-
ger; all interests being harmonized, i;y the extension
over all, of just and impartial laws, inetead of the most
momentous interests of two great classes of the people being
kept at drawn daggers, by the continuance of laws the
most iniquitous and base. We shall have the undissem-
bling love of manly aflection, instead of the supercilious
condescension of lordly benevolence. We shall have
admiration, gratitude, and affection, instead of contempt, .
indignation, and revenge. We shall have willing labor
instead of forced labor; industry instead of indolence, and
honesty instead of theft. And by what medium? By the
medim of the lawful authority, the slaveholders themselves ;
then no longer slaveholders ! no longer idolizing their
own rights, and trampling upon the equally sacred rights
of others, sacred like their own! What a horrible revo-
Jution, to be sure, when the oppressors of the poor, repent-
ing and doing works meet for repentance, shall become
the benefactors of the poor! and to remonstrate with
them frankly in love, to warn them of their guilt and dan-
ger, and to call them to immediate and cordial repent-
ance, oh, how bitterty insulting ! More seriously; at the
great day of final decision, oh, how will the impenitent
slaveholder curse the friends as he deemed thein, and as
they called themselves, who smoothed his way to the op-
pressor’s grave !

7. Mr. B’s approbation of the views of the British ab-
olitionists respecting the United States, Mr. B. says ¢ the
thing which surprised me most was the universal igno-
rance which prevails with regard to America—while the
thing which grieved me most, was the almost equally
universal prejudice against us.’ Now, omitting other
topics, as not being relevant to our present subject, let us,
enquire into the truth of these affirmatives, in relation to
slavery and prejudice, as they now exist in the United
States.

1t is unquestionably true, that a great part of the Brit-
ish population know nothing of either. Some of the
noblest of the yeomanry of New Kngland are in the same

redicament. They have heard of the people of the

nited States, as being a free people, and they believe
them free! They have heard that the United States is a
real republic, and they believe that it is a real republic.
They may have read its Constitution, and they find not a
word in it even hinting at slavery. They know that it is
a great mixture of many nations and of all colors, but
they know nothing of the aristocracy of color which char-
acterizes it.  'T'hey know that it is the home of foreigners
of all descriptions; and they have never heard of the
desperate oppression wherewith it is grinding to destruc-.
tion one-sixth part of its owa native, guiltless population.
But this is plainly not the ignorance to which Mr. B.
alludes.

1t is unquestionably true, that the anti-reform aristocra-
cy of England, thongh well-informed of these things, yet
are extensively ignorant of them. How ? Why, as the
man in darkness, who keeps his eyes firmly closed, even
though the sun is pouring all his light around him! Even
as churchmen can defend slavery from scripture! Even
as republians can boast of republicanism and liberty, yet
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keep slaves! Even as law can be perverted to purposes
ol oppression ! even as love can be pleaded against im-
mediately treating man like man ! Even as Mr. B. can
be ignorant of the two prominent features which distin-
guishes his country above all other lands, viz.: slavery in
its peculiarly centrated atroci ,~—and the prejus
dice of one skin against another skin! It is truly said,
that none are so blind, as they that will not see! But
this plainly is not the ignorance to which Mr. B. refers.

And what does he refer to ? Why, the blindness and
prejudice, as he deems them, of the enlightened reform
and anti-slavery spirit of Great Britain—blind, because it
will not see through the medium of an apologist for op-
pression ! prejudiced, because it cannot think white a
wore honoruble color than bluck or brown, or yellow or
red ; aud the lineage of the wrong-doers, a more virtuons
parentage than the lineage of the suflerers of wrong ! 1f
this be 1gnorance and prejudice—and this is apparently
what Mr. B. mcans—then Great Britain, as far as 1t
Knows any thing truly of the real condition of the United
States, is full of it.  Yes—multitudes in Great Britain
have read, and e\'er-increasing multitudes are read-
ing the Cunstitution of the Umited States, together with
the dreadful commentary upon it of the practice of the
United States, and in this light they are learning that
what seems to sing of liberty, wails with oppression.
They have learned with wonder and with horror, that
one-sixth of the whole native population of the United
States are slaves, in the most abject condition ef legalized
despotism,  ‘They have learned that the churches of the
United States, excepting the Quaker and the Covenanter,
are slaveholding churches. They have learned of Mr. B.,
being one of their most forward teachers, that the minis-
ters of the United States as a body, sustain or excuse it.

They have been told, that the Constitution of the United
States must not be read, as it reads, but must be so read,
us to make it, as bad as the practice of the United States;
the Constitation clandestinely, and the practice openly,
supporting the most insolent and intolerable oppression.
They have found that there is an aristocracy of color in
theell. States more base and brutal, than the aristocracy
of hereditary rank in Europe—and they have not been
able to shut their ears, or their eyes, or their hearts, to
these tremendous fucts—such is their ignorance ! such is
their prejudice ! Mr. B. and his coadjutors, would call
them wise and impartial, if with him they could excuse
the Juggernauts of the U. States, slavery and prejudice!!
il they could trample without remorse upon their brother,
because they huve wronged him ! and geuteely assent to
the dogma, that ¢ might makes right;’ that civilized, re-
publican and Christian people, without crime, may con-
tinue perpetrating crimes, which, when perpetrated by
heathen nations or by kingly governments, justly cover
thewn with reproach aund guilt.

Mr. B.’s patriotism. ¢ Thou shalt not hate thy broth-
er in thine heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy
neighbor, and not suffer sin upen him.” Lev. xix, 17.—
Why, it is my very love for my country, says Mr. B., that
forbids me to rebuke her—or, if I rebuke her, it commands
me to rebuke her in terms so eivil or so unmmeaning, and
with excuses so pretty and plausible, that my rebukes
shall be free from all offence—and as to not suffering sin
upon her, that’s out of the question—I[ canuot help it—be-
sides her sin is so invelerate, althongh it is not her fault,
that her Uuion-loving sous will tear the Union to pieces,
unless 1 either let her idol sins alone, or sweetly excuse
them.

9. Mr. B.’s views of United States’ slavery.

As far as I can understand him, he thinks there is erime
in it, but that there are no criminals ; or if criminals, that
they deserve our compassion and not our reprobation ;
that they are rather unfortunate than guilty ; that our ten-
der and respectful sympathies are due to them ; our con-
tempt to the sufferars on whom they are trampling ; and
our indignation, to those aloue wiio are boldly, in love,
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warning them of their sin and danger, and calling them
to repentance without delay or reserve.

But can there be erime, without criminals 7 Can ten-
der and respectful sympathies be due to the doers of
wrong ! contempt to the sufferers of wrong! and indigna-
tion to the advocates of righteousness and love 7

Whatare the facts ?

More than 200 years ago, a Pirate brought a cargo of
slaves into Jaes River, and offered them For sale; some
Virginian farmers bought them. Was there any moral
difference between the seller and the buyer 7 Both alike
were sanclioned, not commanded, by the laws of the coun-
try, and both alike were breaches of the law of God. This
piratical traffic continued until the revolution ; some of
the States, remonstrating against its ex/ernal branch, but
internally, practicing without shame, the same abomina-
tion. In 1783, the Independence of the United States
was acknowledged by Great Britain. ‘The present Con-
stitvtion was adopted in 1787, and ratified the ensuing
vear. The first session of General Government, or of the
Congress, was held in New York, in 1789.

At the acknowledgment of their Independence, the
States were free to form separate Governaents, or to u-
nite in one ; and to adopt, without restraint, whatever kind
of Government they chose. The number of slaves bore
about the same proportion to the whole population, as it
does still ; that is, about 1-6. Slaves and freemen alike
had fought for Independence; and no barrier heyond the
will of the people, existed to the extension of impartial
liberty, Slavery was deliberately retained ! But why ?
Of necessity? No! What is morally wrong, as the op-
pression of the guiltless poor, never can be necessary !
Why, then? For power! Apparent strength or moral
rectitude ; union and power, or impartial liberty and law,
were offered to the now sovereign people ! With avidity
by some; with various reluctance by others; (mast reluct-
antly of the original 13 States, by Rhode Island,) union
and power, were preferred to liberty and law; apparent
strength to moral rectitude! and the United States, of
their own free, deliberate choice, settled down into a slave-
holding Republic ! They have since enjoyed nearly fifty
iﬂﬂl‘s of uncontrolled legislation ; and they deliberately

ecp themselves a slaveliolding Republic, still.  Is this a

crime? Undoubtedly; and of the highest stamp ! or,
rather, a combination of the worst crimes—Hypocrisy,
selfishness, avarice, lust of power, ingratitude and injus-
tice combining to form a system, full of incest, adultery,
fornication, robbery, impatience, pride, insolence, riot,
insubordination and murder ! -
. Here we have the crime. But, says the observer, laud-
ing Mr. B., there are no criminals, because ¢ at the time
of the formation of the constitution of the U. States, we
were 13 distinct and independent sovereignties, each hav-
ing a perfect government of its own; > because ¢the con-
stitution of the U. States is very little more than a treaty
of alliance offensive and defensive, with a per com-
mercial treaty superadded—the objects of the framers be-
ing to leave the original governments with their powers as
nearly perfect as possible,” and ¢ this feature of the consti-
tution gives universal satisfaction,’ &c.&c.!!! Admira-
ble legic ! that is, when 13 robbers, each distinct and in-
dependent, with a distinct government of his own, form a
treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, with a perma-
nent commercial treaty superadded, their object being ta
leave each other’s power of robbing as nearly perfect as
possible; and where this feature of their union gives uni-
versal satisfaction; then, though robbery continues wrong,
the robbers who commic robbery are guiltless! !! < Pra

‘spare the person but expose the vice,” says Mr. B. and his

party. ¢ What,” indignantly reply Geo. Thompson and
hia, “ not expose the sharper, but the dice !’

There are two or three glaring and tremendous errors
on this subject, in the U. States.  Slavery, they say, is a
crime ; but no body is guilty of it ; except, perhaps, the
abolitionists who are doing their best to pull it down.—
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The Con%:‘eu is not guilty of it; for it las no legislation
on this subject in the Distritt of, Columbia, where the coti-
stitution gives it exclusive legislation in all cases whatso-
ever !! The nation is not guilty of it; for although the
nation stands pledged with its money and its blood to sus-
tain it, -and actdally and powerfully doee sustain it, yet it
is not a national, but a State affair!! The present gen-
eration is not guilty of it, for it is the crime of their fore-
fathers ; of the pirate felon perhaps, who first bLrought
slaves from Africa into Virginia, and of the felon farm-
ers of Virginia who first purchased them ! “I'he present
republic is not guilty of it, for it was introduced under the
dominion of Great Britain; and when the present repub-
lic arose in her youthful power independent of Britain, ‘a
compromise was made with slavery for the sake of the
unton; ’ the present gencration and the present republic,
having the curse ¢ nolens volens’ entailed upon them. The
Legislature of New York is not guily of'it, (although the
Legislature of New York sustaius it, fis far us it deems
Y;nden(,) because New York is not a slave State. The
gislature of Virginia is not gnilty of it, (although Vir-
inia is a slave-breeder, a slave-trader, and a slAveholder,)
cauge Virginia is only one of twenty-tive. 'L'he govern-
ment of the United States or of ecither State is not guilty
of it, because the government i1s not the people; and the
people are not guilty of it, because ihe people are not the
government. ‘I'he church is not guilty of it, (although the
church is a slaveholding church in almost all its Ryanches,)
because ¢ using your neighbor’s labor without wages;’ giv-
ing him no fair equivalent for his work ; depriving hum of
personal security, so that he has rcason to tremble at eve-
ry lenf that falls; grinding the fuces of the poor; annulling
amongst them the marriuge contract; forbidding them to
thera to learn to read the Bible, or to worship God accord-
ing to their own consciences; regarding and treating them,
not like men, but like cattle, breeding them, buying them,
selling them, (with or without regard to their feelings and
interests,) is all a political concern, and the church has
nothing to do with politics! ! ! ‘The great bady of the
people is not guilty of it, because the great hody of the
people regard the compromise which sustains it with uni-
versal satisfaction; and individuals are not guilty of it, be-
cause individuals are not the nation.

- I know not a better illustration of this mode of reason-
ing, than the manner in which we commonly treat our
stomachs, as Mr. Combe in his excellent little work on
digegtion and dietetics Ch. 8d, 2d part, Page 217 has it.
Il they feel uneasy after a heavy meal, it is not we who
are to Dlume for having eaten jt—no, it is the fish which
lies heavy on the st ch, or the st h which is at war
with soup, or potatoes, or some other well relished article.
We have nothing to do with the mischief, except as meek
and resigned sufierers. e never eat more than enough !
We never devour lobsters, or oysters, or $almon, or cheese,
or any thing which experience has told us our enfeebled
stomachs can not digest. We are too prudent and sel-
denymlg for that. But some how or other, our stomachs
get hold of all these things in spite of us; and we must
pay the same penalty, as if we had eaten them deliberately,
and with malice prepense !! Oh, what naughty things
our stomachs are !'! It is all their fault, or the fuult of
the fish, or the lobsters, or the potatoes, or something
elae.! but we, poor suffererz; what -generous mind is there,
which would not sympathize with us! and who, but jll
mannered fanatics, could think of calling us gluttons or in-
temperaté! Oh, what a wicked thing slavery is! it is
wrong—it is both a moral and u political evii—it ought
not to last forever ! who does not abhor slavery in the ub-
stract!! it is all the fault of slavery, or of our forefathers,
or of the British, or of the African slave trade, or of the
slaves, or of the Abolitionists, or of somebody, ur of some-
thing else ! but'we, poor, suffering, slave-breeding, slave-
trading, elave-holding republicans and Chrixtians, it hae
been entailed on #a. ~ Surely all just and generous ininds,
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must bewail our misfortune and sympathize in our affliction.
And who but ignorant incendiaries could pity our sluves,
whom all the world knows we love so much, and treat so
kindly—or blame us for our patriarchal system of breed-
ing und working, and buying und selling men and women,
and boys and girls, and little infants too, like beasts ! es-
peciully since there is no one over us to control us, or to
prevent our giving them the curge of lawful liberty, when-
ever we please ! ! 1s it not as clear as uud, that we have
nothing to do with it, except as meek aud resigned suffer-
ers!! For who does not know that it is love, not seltish-
ness ; humility, not pride; irresistabl ity,not choice ;
benevolence not avarice, their good, not our profit, their
happiness, not our own gratification, that we seck—we
never tlog them, butiet them, confine them, wound them,
hunt thew, tree them, shout or otherwise kill them. We
never force them to labor for our emolument or pleasuie
upon sugar or cotton plantations; in wbacco or rice or
cornfields. We place no drivers over them. We keep
not the Bible frow them. We never unpede the cultiva-
tion of their uinds. We hamper not their fair liberty to
work when they please, and to vest when they please; to
stay where they please, and to go where they pleuse; to
serve whom they plcase, or to retuse to serve whom they
please not. We tuke not away the sacred securities of
wise und impartial luw from their conoubial coanectiuns.
We never interfere with their family government. We
breed them not for the market; we buy them not; we sell
them not; we put no fetters on their himbs or on their
souls, ¢We never do any of these things which our phi-
losophy tells us are wrong in the absiract and which ex-
perience tells us, are disgraceful and dangerous. We are
too prudent and benevolent for that.” but sume how or
other, slavery does then: ull, in spite of us; and we, poor,
meck, suffering creatures are obliged to bear the penaly,
as if we had done them, and were doing themn deliberate-
ly, and with malice prepense ! !

Oh, who does not pity the nuserable slave masters and
their unhappy advocates ! Who does not detest the -
gratitude and impatience of the humored, cherished, hap-
py slaves! Who does not spurn, and above all, who dues
not abhor slavery in the abstract ! and what goud son or
daughter of the United States (the slave-holuiug chuich
or tha slave-lolding republic) is there, who dues vot love
slavery in the practice, as the brighest gem and the wost
sacred safeguurd of their country’s security and peace !
‘The G. Thompsons of England, and the W. L. Garrisons
of America may attack what else they please; but shuer
isa delicate subject—it is the apple of the eye of the Union.
No power must pretend to limit the freedom of speech or
of the press amongst us, or any other subject—but on the
eubject of slavery, all must be mum; freemen as well us
slaves, in the United States as well as in China, inust close
their mouths and silence their pens and crush their hearts
even till they wither within them, on this subject; for
«Great is Diava of the Epl L late, and
not even to be whispered against with reproach, are the
slaveholders of the United Siates. The dice are in fuult
—the sharpers are innocent! Hail Columbia! happy
land ! the land of the brave, and the home of the rlaye ! !

Seriously, whatever G. Thompson or R. J. Breckin-
ridge, with the N. Y. Observer at his tail, may say, one
sixth part of the population of the United Stutes, are slaves ;
without even the imputation of a crime, outlawed in their
own country, which yet claims theirallegiance ! Subject-
ed to the most cruel and ignominivus deaths, if they resist
oppression, however intolerable, but treated, at leust gen-
erally spenking, ouly like favored beasts, when most luyul
and praiseworthy. ‘T'he idea of there being crime without
criminale is Lut the opiate of the einner. Who nre the
criminals 7 They who fiame the iniquity by law, tugeths
er with all who excuse or sustain it ! -'J'he legwlawies
and people of the United Etates ! The power ot Brita »
has lung since ceased to ¢--erec them. ‘Lhe coatinvance
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for a day, or the immediate aholition of slavery, is as pure-
ly and siricily a question of will with them, as it is with
the robber, to continue to rob till to-morrow ! or cease
fromn robhing tueday ! If they choose to continue it, none
can hinder them; if they choose to ubolish it, none can
4y to them, nay ! If they are deteired f:om ¢loosing the
bands of wickedness, undoing the heavy burdens and letting
he oppressed ‘go free,” by the apprehension of danger, it
i* a dustardly fear, unworthy of tﬂem as men; if by appre-
hensions of luss, their apprehensions are us chimerical as
they ure sordid and selfish. The sin, such as 1t is, is all
their own 3 God has graciously awakened them from their
drea Iful sleep which was rapidly werging into death!  G.
Thompeun is an evidence, that he has not yet pronounced
the most dire of curses upon them,—* let them alone !’
their own madness proves that their consciences still have
life. Yea, it cun not be, that a people like the people of
the United States, should cuntinue guilty of such a giant
system of all chumeless and filthy and furious iniquity.—
Carried to the very verge of moral death, though they
have been, by slavery, there yet remains too uch of man-
hood amongst them for so base a result. They are too well
informed respecting their own rights, to be incapable of
awakening to the equally dear and sacred rights of others.
‘I'hey have o lively a regard for the virtuous opinions of
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hoary headed men, who, after a separation of half a cen~
m:;'y first ineet in the midst of mobs and in the face of
death, to combine the means most lawful and most Chris-
tian, for purifying their country from its foulest stain and
deepest curse! There are too many Englishmen and
Scotchmen and true-hearted Americans amongst them,
ever to let the subject of xlavery sleep again. There is
too much prayer amongst them, to allow of their aguin re-
lapsing into peace in this great sin. The electric storm
olp\.rulh has awnkened them, dispersing the miasma in
which they were dying. The voice of love is wooing them
to return to God and their brother. And shall they not
hearken? Yes, they will hearken. The last hour of the
winter’s night is the coldest : the hour which precedes the
rising day is the darkest. Yes, the dawn, even now, is
heralded and 1 see the day at haud—¢ bless the Lord, O
my soul, and all that is within me bless His holy name,”

.when the ¢ despotisin of freedom’ shall be banished from our

Jand and the song of love and joy, shall go up to beavem
from her millions at last, in truth, proclaiming the United
States to be * the Jand of the Lrave and the home of the
free,’ and joining in one melodious anthem of gushing grat-
itude and f:ve to Him, :ho died t; redeﬁ_m mlfrom all
iniquity and to purify them unto himself, a iar
niquity purify peouliar peo-

the world, to continue 1o despise its awakening scorn
agninst them as slave-breeders, slave-traders and .slavehold-
ers; its awakening exhortation to them to repent, that alt
men may learn to udmire and love them. 1’t)|eey bave too

many abolitionists among them, from the infant who lisps A

J Bﬁon,’tbcnfalh ulgep in the arms of Jesus, to t

N of good works; when G. Thompson an
gVardhw and R. J. Breckinridge, amidst the ransomed
myriads shall unite in resolving abstract into practical
righteousness; gradual into immediate obedience ; polic
juto honesty; and the fear of man into the fear of God

men. C. STUART.
Whitesboro’ 24th October, 1836



LETTER OF ROBERT BERNARD HALL.

[l:rom the London Patriot of July 28.]

Sir,—Your paper of the 20th inst. contains a
long letter subscribed ¢ R. J. Breckinridge,’ which
8o frequently refers to me that | deem it neces-
sary to make some reply thereto, lest ny silence
should be misconstrued either by him or the pub-
lic. Allow me to say, however, that regard for
the great cause of humanity is the sole motive
that prompts me again to obtrude myself on the
notice of your readers. Under other circum-
stances than those in which 1 find myself at pre-
sent thrown, I should probably be very doubtful
whether a proper self-respect would not com-
maad me to silence; but situated as I am, I see
no ether alternative but to resume my pen.

In the outset, then, I think it necessary indig-
nantly to repel the charges made or insinuated
against me in this letter ; and also to complain of
the coarse and contemptuous manner in which
the writer has seen fit to spesk of one of whom
he confesses he knows nothing. This very fact,
it would seem, entitles one to courtesy, and with
a high-minded and honorable' man ought to be a
sufficient reason for a different line of conduct.
¢The individnal who signs himself Robert Ber-
nard Hall,’ says he, ‘is a total stranger to me.’
Now this fact woul seem to be quite unimport-
ant, but as Mr. Breckinridge bas thought proper
to give publicity to it, I have taken it into con-
sideration, and in coonsequence have deemed it
to be either my misfortune or my fuult. If it is
my fault, I hope Mr. Breckinridge will agree
with me in esteeming it quite a venial one ; and
if it is my misfortune, perhaps there may be some
oppartunity to repair it. In either case, however,
1 am not without some consolations ; and a chief
one is, that it is much better to be ‘a total
stranger,’ even to Mr. Breckinridge, than to be
too well known either at home or abroad. Fer-
bum sat, &c.

But Mr. Breckinridge says further, ‘He is a
mere volunteer in this controversy.’ This is ex-
ceedingly diverting. A ‘mere volunteer,’ in-
,deed! AmIto be called a ‘ mere volunteer’ in
a eontroversy in which I am myself attacked,
when together with those who are associated
with me [ am called to account for a public act?
—when together with theirs my motives are im-
pugned, and principles and practices the wmost
scandulous are imputed both to my brethren and
tome? A ‘mere volunteer’ in a controversy in

which the bitterest effusions of the bittercst
spleen are copiously poured out on a body of
men with whom [ am most intimately associated,
and when there is no other one of their number
preseat to answer for them, and to vindicate
their fair fame ? - A ‘mcre volunteer,’ forsooth !

1

Shame, shame, on the disingenions' accusation!
Next, I am charged with being an enemy to |
my country, and with suffering my personsl par-
tialities to influence me so far, and so nnwaorthily,
as to lead me to * uphold my friend though the '
1
!

churches and people of America be unjustly and
falsely convicted in conseqnence.’ Iamn charged
too with being so * deeply devoted to truth,’ ¢ that
the bear fear that’ Mr. Breckinridge ‘might de- |
lude the British people and churches into too .
good an opinion of their brethren in’ my ‘own
,home, forces’ me ¢to step forth, uaknown and
uncalled, to establish in a foreign land, against
light and reason, the infamy of * my *‘country !’
I do hope that my love of truth is a stronger feel-
ing with me than that of mere love of country.
If it were not, [ should be unworthy of the name
of Christian, nay, even of American. And so is
he, whoever he is, who claims those privileged
names, even though the highest honors of the
Church or State are entwined around his brow,
But in my affection for my native land I yield to,
no one, however high his pretensions, and what-
ever professions he may make, though he exceed
the vociferous vauntings of Mr. Breckinridge
himself. I love that land. I love her sea-girt
shores. I love her monntains and her vales—her
history and her sons. 1 love her free institotions
—the freest upon earth. In heart, in'eoul, in
feeling, I am all an American. But I pity her

‘weaknesses, [ lament her inconsistencies, and [

abhor her crimes, I esteem him, and him only,
as her real friend, who, in the spirit of filial affec-
tion, rebukes those crimes, points out her incone
sistencies, and warns her of her weaknesses,
And when I see a deep and damning plague-spot
on her very \itals, threatening ta consume her
energies and to accomplish her degtruction, my
bleeding heart constrains e to cry out for her
relief, and impels me to put forth every exertion
to marshal assistance to her succor. In my anti-
slavery efforts, therefore, in this country, instead
of endeavoring ‘against light and reason to es-
tablish her infamy,’ [ seek to redeem the charac-
ter she has almost lost, and which once she 8o
proudly boasted, of being free and hapny. Perich
the thought of partial animosity! Perish the
idea of slandering iny home—my too dear native
Jand! Perish the parricidal arm which conld be-
raised against her! Let that tongue be paraly-
zed which can defame her beloved name!

Having thus disposed of the vituperative, I
pass now to notice the argumentative part of
this remarkable epistle,

To my first letter, Mr. Breckinridge deigns to
make no further reply than merely to refer those
who are interested in this controversy to his
spceches at Glasgow. If Mr. B. has displeased
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me in any other part of his letter, he pleases me
equally here; for if this is the only reply to be
offered, 1 am most ready on my part to abide the
verdict, which, upon this reference, will be ren-
dered by any unprejudiced mind. Certain am I
that Mr. Breckinridge did then and there prove
the negative of his own proposition, that ¢ slavery
is not an American guestion at all ;* and where-
ever he failled, Mr. Thompson’s valuable assist-
ance relieved the difficulty, and triumphantly
established the fact denied by Mr. B. In respect
to the system of Colonization and Gradualism
also, sufficient light was shed upon Mr. Breckin-
ridge’s principles and their rottenness, to ratisfy
even the stoutest of their advacotes. Mr. B,
therefore, will most cheerfully be ‘discharged’
*from the necessity of taking any further notice
of the subject.’

Mr. Breckidridge, in consequence, avows his
intention of confining himself to the examination
of the facts and arguments contained in my

second letter, and announces his expectation of -

being able ‘to prove’ all the charges he had
made ‘out of my own mouth.” To this work he
addresses himself with characteristic ardor and
confidence. Eventually we shall see how well
he has performed it.’

The first charae is, ¢that this Declaration (the
paper quoted above, and so often mentioned,)
whenever tried, has been more effectual to raise
a mob, than ever witch’s enéhantinent was to
raise the wind.! The gquestion on this charge,
savs Mr. Breckinridge, is one of ¢ mere opinion;’
and he therefore npposes his ipse dizit to mine,
Bnt this is not a fair way of meeting the qnestion.

1f it were a matter of ‘mere opinion,’ a reasoha-,

ble and candid wan is bound to give some-rea-
son for a charge sn grave as that which Mr. B.
has made. But [ affirm that this is not a matter
of mere opinion ? in such a sense as to exonerate
Mr. Breckinridge from responsibility to those
whom he haa accused of such flagrant violations
of order and decency, and such factious conduct
ne he has imputed to the abolitionists of the
TTnited S:'ates, In my last letter, I defied Mr.
Breckinridge to summon from his ¢ retentive
memory ! one clause or expression in that instru-
ment which would justify his weighty alleoation.
This he has not condescended to do, for the
nlainest of all reasons s and, as the issue of his
jnvestieations, he has heen obliged to record non
est inventus. Tnstead, therefore, of making the
reqnired snecification. he has' adroitly changed
hia gronnd : and, in lien of re-acserting and es-
tablishine his nrovosition—which, if it meant
anvthine, meant that the Declaration was the
eause of moba and riots—he now savs, that ¢this
saner’ and ¢those who commend it, have been
the oceasion. to sav the least, af rint and eonfu-
gion ahan'atelv without parallel in the United
Qtatea’ Bat thig eyacive apoloov cannnt be re.
ceived, for it sfill iinplies criminalitv on the part
of the gbolitionists ; it was manifestly so design-
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ed, and Mr. Breckinridge, though obliged to re-
tract his false assertion, could not suffer the
opportunity to escape him once more to give his
brethren a defamatory throst. As well, however,
might he charge the Gospel and Paul with the
uproar at Ephesus, because they were the occa-
sion of that furious mob, as charge the American
abolitionists with disturbances consequent upon
the promulgation of their, doctrines, which, in-
deed, are held to be the same as those of that
glorious gospel, as preached by that illustrious
apostle. The philosophy is bad, and, if admitted,
would lead directly to results the most disastrous
to the great moral interests of men. Resolved

into plain English, that doctrine is, that nothing -

should Ye said or done which wicked men disap-
prove. I know of but one superior Intelligence
in the universe who cordially approves of it, and
of this anly in common with other ¢doctrines of
devils.” Thus am I, on this head, convicted ¢ out
of my own mouth.

The second charge of Mr. Breckinridge, viz.,
that the abolitionists ¢had organized a party for
the avowed purpose of remodelling society all
over the nation in many of the most fundamental
respects, be they social, political, or religious, =0
far as the black race is interested,’ T scknowl-
edge as true, and offered a justification, which- T
cannot but believe was satisfactory to the British

public. Tn respeet to this. therefore, it is not’

necessary to enlarge; and T sm convicted of
nothing ¢ out of my own mouth,’ beeause T never
denied  Mr. B.’s proposition. But he aske.
¢Where are we to place Mr. Robert Bernard
Hall’s denial of the charoe of general levelling ?°
I answer, just upon this ground. First. that I
never made any such denial ; and, secondly, that
the Declaration does not ppose to degrade any
who now enjoy privilezes or eminence, either
gocial, moral, or nolitical, but simply nronnses to
elevate those who ore now degraded. Tt seeks
not to infrinee npon any man's rights, or to de-
prive him of their enfovment, but to bestow these
blessings unon thoge who are now unjustly and
crrelly defranded of them. Can anv, especially
a Christian. obiect to this ; except the miserable
slave of preindice, and the enemv of the negro ?
¢The third charoe complrined of and denied.
says Mr. B., ¢is, that it,.the Declaration, asserted
moral principles which shocked the natinn!?
V’hen this charge was originallv made. 1 de-
manded that the nrinciples intended to be thus
stiomatized should he pointed ont. Mr. Breckin-
ridge_has never done it. And what are there
shocking nricinles? ¢QOne i) savs he, ¢thatin
no cace shon'd compensatinn he made to former
nwners of slaves either in whole ar in part!
But this ig not barely asgerted in the Declaration,
but certain reasons are given for the doctrine,
making it nlnin that this ought not to be done:
and one of them is, ¢that slavery is a cirvme, and
therefore ig not an article to ba sold.! DNid this
shock the nation? Another is, ‘that it is sinful

.
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for any master for one moment, under any cir-
cumstances, to continue the relation of waster,
or retain his servant in bondage. Then why
does not the Bible shock the nation, which con-
tains the same doctrine? *Another like it was,
that every slave should be instantly set free,
irrespective of all consequences.” So says the
Bible. To say, therefore, that this ‘principle’
tshocked the nation, is the same as to charge
the American people with being shocked by the
doctrines of that blessed book. Who belicves
it? ¢ Another was, the absurd statements incul-
cating opposition to colonization as a clear moral
daty.” The Daclaration does not assert this; it

| contuins but one paragraph relating to the sub-
| ject, which is in these words:— We regard as

delusive, cruel, and dangerous, any scheme of
expatriation which preends to aid, either direct-

| ly or indirectly, in the emancipation of the slaves,
"or to be a substitute for the immediate and total

abolition of slavery.’ So the nation could not be
‘shoeked’ by a principle not contained in the
doenment. But now for the grand climax of the
shocking iniquity of these abolitionists! *‘An-
other was, the indescribable outrage of a few
hair-brained mulattoes, backed by about sixty
whites of no repute, laying it down for the edifi-
cation of the nation, that their absurd projects
were, for “magnitude, solemnity, and probable
results upon the destiny of the world,” as trans-
cendantly superior to the work of the Congress
that declared and achieved American Independ-
ence, * as moral truth transcends physical force ;”
for which sentiment alone,” he charitably re-
marks, ¢ every man who uttered it deserved to be
put into Bedlam.!® Now, the only ¢ moral princi-
ple? set forth here is, that the work in which the
Convention was engaged, was superior in im-
portance to that of the Congress of 1776, in one
respect—namely, that in which ¢ moral truth’ is
superior to ¢ physical force.” " If there isany such
superiority, therefore, and if the Congress was
engaged in providing for a deadly conflict anq.a
struggle of arms, and the Convention in organiz-
ing a system of moral means to bring abouta
grand moral reformation, then is the assertion
true. If not, then is it false. If true, it is a libel
“on my countrymen to say, that they were ‘shock-
ed’ by the truth; and, if false, then it is equally
a libel to assert that they were ‘sl}ocked’ by
such & preposterous and vain-glorious vaunt.
In either case, Mr. Breckinridge has not repre-
aented his countrymen in’ the most advantageous
lizht. Severely, however, as that document has
heen reviewed, this is the first time that ever I
have seen any animadversion on that part of it
which Mr. B. affects to consider so shocking. Tt
is plainly a mere ruse de guerre on his part, and:
is quite consistent with hia usual exemplary fair-
ness. Bat tonching this ¢indescribable outrage
of a few hair-brained mulattoes, backed by abont
sixty whites of no repute,’ laying down princi-
ples ¢ for the edification of the nation,’ for which
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Mr. B. thinks ¢every man’ of them ‘deserved to
be put into Bedlam,’—ahat umiable, what lamb-
like geutleness and eminent -pirituality of feel-
ing does the *delegate from the General Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church of the U. 8. of
Auwcrica to the Congregational Union of Eng-
land and Wales” exhibit! Seriously—what u
pitiable ebullition of dastardly prejudice has Mr.
Breckinridge-here suffered to escape him! How
unwise in England to attempt to stigmatize men,
quite his equals, and many lis superiors, beciuse
ot their having joined in a great moral enterprise
with a few *mulattoes!” But I will spare him;
before now, undoubtedly, he has seen the error.
Let it pass then. Hardly ean I trust myself to
remark, in reference to my associates who are
here spoken of by Mr. Breckinridge as ¢ whites
of no repute.’ This is not a crime at any rate.
Let Mr. B. remember the despised Nazarene,
and the band of poor fishermen who bare the
great treasure of the Lord. But Mr. Breckin-
ridze knew men who sat in that Convention,
whose well-deserved reputation might well be
coveted even by himself: without being invidi-
ous, Jet we refer him to its worthy President.
This he knew full well when that sentence was
penned. And, if he knows no others, I tell him
that there are those who sat in that assembly
whose record on high, as the reward of exertions
almost unparalleled in the history of Christinn
benevolence, is known by their brethren in the
church, and universally recognized as deserved.
To sneer at such men requires no small degree
of hardihood, and he that dares to do it, excites
our pity, a8 well as our warmest indignation.

Mr. Breckinridge next proceeds to the explan-
ation and proof of his charge, that the Declara-
tion ‘inculcsted social duties which are felony
by the laws of nearly all the States’ This also
was one of the charges denied by me on account
of its vagueness, and specification and proofs
were demanded. These his letter now purports
to give, prefaced, however, by an apologetic ex-
planation, which virtually admits, that at the time
the charge was originally made, Mr. Breckin-
ridge was not quite certain whether the alleged
doctrines were to be found in the declaration or
not. He says that he trelied only on memory,
and might very naturally attribute to a particular
document, sentiments contained in other parts of
a very voluminous controversy.’ This apology
is very well timed, as Mr. Breckinridge’s former
assertion on this subject was exactly adapted to
lead the public into a belief that the Declaration
directly inculcated felony. I do not deem it
necessary, in view of this extraordinary exhibi-
tion of candor, to remark on this branch of the
subject further than merely to say, that on the
face of the Declaration it is most evident that no
specific social duties whatever are inculcated ;
but that the grand object of it plainly is, to effect
a change in those laws which make the perfor-
mance of any such duties, which it might be pre-
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‘per in another state of things to perform, punish- sin, and that, therefore, it ought to be immediately
able either with fine or imprisonment. ‘L'ne re- abolisaed ; nor has any principle been advocated
marks on intermarriages between blacks and by them at all inconsistent with, or paramount to
whites demand no netice. this. That the abolition question may hereafter

In respect to Mr. Breckinnidge’s fifth charge, take a political turn, is within the range of possi-
viz., ¢ that it undertook to alter the laws and con- bilities ; but Mr. Breckinridge cannot say that it
stitution of the nation in at least five particulars, will, nor can I say that it will not. Whoever,
so important that success would necessarily have however, arserts that the Abolitionists are =

dissolved the national confederacy ;’ I have only political
to reply, that I have never denied ihe proposition,
but merely called on him to explain so definitely
what he meant, that the question might assume
a tangible forn. This he has done, and I have
no reply to make. I before justified all these
proposed alterations on the ground of right. To
that [ adhere, and because that justification has
not been impeached, nothiny further is required
to be said. BatIdenied Mr. Breekinridge’s con-
sequence, viz., *that success in these schemes
would necessarily dissolve the national confed-
eracy;’ and gave what I deemed demonstrative
reasons. for that opinion. These reasons Mr.
Breckinridge has not noticed, only by contemptu-
.ously observing, that ‘it is not worth while to in-
«quire? ‘what would be the effect of success in
these schemes,’ *first, because Mr. Robert Ber-
mnard Hall and myself differ in opinion,’ and,
.secondly, because he assumes that success is im-
possible. Now this is the merest palpable eva-
.8ion, it is neither courteous nor fair, nor manly,
dt is & sort of ¢dodging the question’ unworthy
.of an upright mind.  Of course Mr. Breckinridge
ds willing to abide by the estimate which will be
formed of his success in vindicating his opinions
on this branch of'the subject, and also of his suc-
cess in convincing me ‘out of my own mouth.’
‘But an incidental point here arises on the accu-
-sation more than once impliedly brought forward
7in this letter, viz., that the Abolitionists are a
spolitical party. I say impliedly, because the
«cautious Mr. Breckinridge does not always speak
.out with the most candid straight-forward dis-
tinctness. Something still of old habits and
-associations lingers around him, and occasionally
‘betrays the quondam lawyer. I affirm, however,
motwithstanding Mr. Breckinridge’s-insinuations,
-that the Aholitionists are in no sense a political
party. What constitutes a political party ?
‘What but a purely political organization for the
avowed and single purpose of securing a political
end? A political party must have a candidate in
the field for some office in the government. But
when had the Abolitionists any such candidate
for any office either of the State, or of the United
‘States? Never. What organization have they
adopted bearing the slightest resemblance to
that of any political party existing? None.
They cannot, therefore, be a political party.
“The Anti-Slavery Society is a moral and reli-
gious Society, and nothing else; and their high
-and holy cause has ever been advocated on moral
and religious grounds, and on these alone. Their

party now, asserts that which is not
true, :

In regard to the sixth and last charge, viz.,
‘that slavery should be instantly abolished, irre-
spective of all consequences,’ as no reply has
been offered to any of my former observations
upon it in my last letter, I deem it quite unneces-
sary to make any remark.

‘hus having triomphantly disposcd of ¢ Mr.
Robert Bernard Hall’s® arguments and replies,
and having thus convicted him ‘out of his own
mouth,” Mr. Breckinridge brings his letter to a
conclusion in one of those extraordinary perora-
tions in which he uniformly seizes the oppor-
tunity to exhibit his peculiar infirmity. Inthe
commencement of it he charges me with refusing
to use what I call alcoholic wines in the Sacra-
ment of the Lord’s Supper. This charge, when
made against the Abolitionists as a body, I pro-
nounced to be an ‘unfounded calumny;’ and by
what torture of my phrageology I have been made
to say that I am one of those who may be charged
with the indiscretion, or what Mr. B. may please
to call it, I cannot imagine. The object of en-
deavoring to fix this charge upon me, however,
is not so very obscure; but was it worthy even
of Mr. Breckinridge’s fair and honorable warfare ?
I think not. But we will let this pass.

He returns iinmediately to the general charge
of.Ultraism, which he again endeavors to fix upon
this class of men. ‘Itis,’ says he, ‘par excellence,
the ultra party in America.” Some of its leading
men are very generally suspected by the churches
of Semi-Pelaganism ; and many openly refuse to
use ferinented wines in the Lord’s Supper.’ This
charge of ultraism is a stereotyped phrase of in-’
definiteness, which is often used in Americaasa .
sort of dernier resort by all those who seek to as-
sassinate reputations by vague charges, when
specific ones fail of the desired effect. Mr. Breck- "
enridge has not scorned in this instance to avail
himselfof thi convenient, though cowardly weap-
on. Butin the present case will the object be
attained ? It isa pity that the propensity in Mr.
Breckinridge cannot be gratified. But I ask what
possible connexion can ¢Semi-Pelagianism. ar a
refusal to use alcoholic wine in the Lord’s Sup-
per, have with abolitionism? Is the cause less
desgrvmg of Clhristian patronage because some
of its leading men hold erroneous views, even
granting Mr. Breckinridge charge to be true,
which I deny? This is a paipable absurdity.
But Mr. Breckinridge says he knows a ¢ few men’
belonging to this party whom he ¢ tenderly loves,’

groat fundamental principle is, that slavery is a and he has the presumption immediately to affirm
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that he fears that his ¢affection for them has al-
ways prevented him from speaking of the gener-
al body with that clear and deep aversion which
duty to God, to the wretched slave, and to his
beloved country,so strongly binda upon his soul !’
Can it be pussible that such a paragraph was
written by Rfr. Breckinndge ? And is it possible
that he could imagine that any one acquainted
with him or his cause could credit such an asser-
tion? What I might say, I will uot say ; I there-
’ fore forbear.
I have now done with Mr. Breckinridge. Duty
'to the cause of trath and humanity has obliged
me once more thus to trespass on public atten-

,tion; if I have been betrayed into any undue -

warmth, in the estimation of any, I have only to
say that he who feels strongly must be allowed

|
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to speak strongly. Towards him vpon whese let-
ters | have animadverted, I have no feeling in-
consistent with Christian kindness ; our cause is
now fully before the public ; with him, 1 say, let
them judge. It Mr. Breckiridge’s statements
and charges against me and my brethren are sus-
tained. let the churches repudiate us ; but if not,
then let the cry of bleeding humamty be regard-
ed, and let British Christians step forward in be-
half of the * suffering and the dumb.’

Pardon, Mr. Editor, the length of this commu-
nication, and allow me sincerely to assure you of
the high respect with which’l remain,

. Your obedient servant,

ROBERT BERNARD HALL.

2, Queen-street Place, London, July 25, 183G
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