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Abſent from the Body,

AND

Preſent with the LORD.

II COR. V. 8 .

We are confident, I say, and willing

rather to be absent from the Body, and

to be present with the LORD.

T

HE Apoftle in this Place is giving aReason why

he went on with so much Boldneſs and immova-

ble Stedfaſtneſs, through ſuch Labours, Sufferings

and Dangers of his Life, in the Service of his

LORD ; for which his Enemies, the falſe Teach-

ers among the Corinthians,ſometimes reproach'd him, as being

befide himſelf, and driven on by a Kind of Madness. In the

latter Part of the preceeding Chapter, the Apostle informs the

Chriftian Corinthians, that the Reason why he did thus, was,

that he firmly believed the Promises that CHRIST had made

to his faithful Servants of a glorious future eternal Reward,

and knew that theſe preſent Afflictions were light, and but

for a Moment, in Comparison of that far more exceeding and

eternal Weight of Glory. The fame Diſcourſe is continued

in this Chapter ; wherein the Apoſtle further infifts on the

Reaſon he had given of his Conftancy in ſuffering, and expo-

fing himself to Death in the Work of the Miniftry, even the

more happy State he expected after Death. And this is the

Subject of my Text ; wherein may be obſerved,
1. The
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1. The great future Privilege, which the Apoftle hoped for

that of being present with CHRIST. The Words in the Ori

ginal properly ſignify dwelling with Chrift, as in the fame

Country or City, or making an Home with CHRIST.

2. When the Apostle looked for this Privilege, viz. when

he ſhouldbe absent from the Body. Not to wait for it 'till

the Refurrection, when Soul and Body ſhould be united again.

He fignifies the fame Thing in his Epiſtle to the Philippians,

Chap. i . 22, 23. But if Ilive in the Flesh, this is the Fruit of

my Labour. Yet what I shall chuſe, I wot not. For I am in

a Strait between two ; havinga Desire to depart, and to be with
CHRIST.

3. The ValuetheApostleſet on this Priviledge. It was ſuch,

that for the sake of it, he choſe to be abſent from theBody.

He was willing rather, or ( as the Word properly fignifies ) it

qwere morepleasing to him, topart with the preſent Life, and all

its Enjoyments, and be poffefſed of this great Benefit, than
to continue here.

4. The preſent Benefit, which the Apostle had by his Faith

and Hope of this future Priviledge, and of his great Value for

it ; viz. that hence he received Courage, Affurance and Con-

ſtancy of Mind : agreable to the proper Import of the Word

that is render'd, we are confident. The Apostle is now giving a

Reaſon of that Fortitude and immovable Stability of Mind,

with which he went through thoſe extreme Labours, Hardſhips

and Dangers, which he mentions inthis Diſcourſe ; so that in

the midst of all, he did not faint, was notdiſcouraged, but had

conftant Light, and inward Support, Strength and Comfort in

the midst of all: agreable to the 10 v. of the foregoing Chapter,

For whichCause, wefaint not : But the our outward Man perish,

yet the inward Man is renewed Day by Day. And the fame is

expreffed more particularly in the 8, 9, and 10 Verſes of that

Chap. Weare troubled on every Side, yet not diftreffed ; we are

perplexed, but not inDespair ; perfecuted, but not forsaken ; cast

dovun, but not destroyed : always bearing about in the Body the

dying of the LORD JESUS, that the Life also of JESUS might be

made manifest in our mortal Flesh. And in the next Chap. v.
4. --10. In allThings approving our felves as Ministers of

GOD, in much Patience in Afflictions, in Neceffities, in Diſtreffes,

inStripes, in Imprisonments, in Tumults, in Labours, in Watchings,

in Eastings ; by Pureness, by Knowledge, by Longfuffering, by

Kindness, by the HOLY GHOST, by Love unfeigned, by the Word

of Truth, by the Power ofGOD, by the Armour ofRighteousness
03



and present with the LORD. 7

as

on the Right Hand andon the Left, by Honour and Disponour ;

by evil Report and good Report: as Deceivers, and yet true ; as

unknown, and yet well known ; as dying, andbehold we live ;

chaften'd, andnot killed ; asforrowful, yet alway rejoycing ;

poor, yet making many rich ; ashaving nothing, and yet poffeffing

allThings.

as

Among the many useful Obfervations there might be raiſed

from the Text, I ſhall at this Time only inſiſt on that which

lies moſt plainly before us in the Words ; viz. This,

•The Souls of true Saints, when they leave their Bodies at

Death, go tobe with CHRIST .

Departed Souls of Saints go tobe with CHRIST, in the fol-

lowing Reſpects :

I. They go to dwell in the ſame bleffed Abode with the

glorified humanNature of CHRIST.

The human Nature of CHRIST is yet inBeing. He still

continues, and willcontinue to all Eternity, to be bothGOD

and Man. His whole human Nature remains : notonlyhis

human Soul, but alſo his human Body. His dead Body rofe

from the Dead; andthe fame that was raiſed from the Dead,

is exalted and glorified atGOD's Right Hand ; That which

was dead, is nowalive, and lives for evermore.

•And therefore there is a certain Place, a particular Part of

the external Creation, to which CHRIST is gone, and where

Heremains. And this Place isthat which we call the highest

Heaven, or the Heaven of Heavens : a Place beyond all the

viſible Heavens. Eph. iv. 9, 10. Nowthat he ascended, what is

it, but that he alsodescended first, into the lowerParts ofthe

Earth ? He that defcended, is the fame also that afcended up,

farabove allHeavens. This is the fame which the Apoftle

calls The third Heaven, 2 Cor. xii. 2. reckoning the Aerial

Heaven as the firſt, the ſtarry Heaven as the ſecond, and the

highest Heaven as the third. This is the Abode of the holy

Angels: they are called the Angels of Heaven, Matt, xxiv. 36.

The Angels which are in Heaven, Mark xiii. 32, The Angels of

GODin Heaven, Matt. xxii. 30. andMark xii. 25. They are

faid always to behold the Face of the Father which is in Heaven,

Mat. xviii. 10. Andthey are elsewhere often repreſentedasbefore

the Throne of GOD, or furrounding his Throne in Heaven,

and fent from thence, and defcending from thence onMeſſages

:

to
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1

to this World. And thither it is that the Souls of departed

Saints are conducted, when they die. They are not reſerved

in ſome Abode diſtinct from the highest Heaven ; a Place of

Reſt, which they are kept in, till the Day of Judgment ; ſuch

asfome imagine, which they call the Hades of the happy: but

they go directly to Heaven it felf. This is the Saints Home,

being their Father'sHouſe: they are Pilgrims andStrangers on the

Earth, and this is the other and better Country that they are

travelling to : (Heb. xi . 13 ---- 16.) This is the City they

belong to ; Philip. iii. 20. Our Conversation, or ( as the Word

properly fignifies ) Citizenship , is in Heaven. Therefore this

undoubtedly is thePlace theApostle has reſpect toinmy Text,

whenhe fays, We are willing to forsake our former House, the

Body, and to dwell in the fame House, City or Country, wherein

CHRIST dwells ; ( which is the proper Import of the Words of

the Original. ) What can this Houſe or City or Country be,

but that Houſe, which is elsewhere ſpoken of, as their proper

Home, and their Father's Houſe, and the City andCountry to

whichthey properly belong, and whither they are travelling all

thewhile they continue in this World, and the Houſe, City

and Country where we know the human Nature of CHRIST

is ? This is the Saints Reſt ; here their Hearts are while they

live ; and here their Treaſure is : The Inheritance incorruptible,

and undefiled, and that fadeth notaway, that is deſignedfor them,

is reserved in Heaven ; (1Pet. 1. 4. ) and therefore they

never canhave their proper and full Reſt till they come here.

So that undoubtedly their Souls, when abſent from their

Bodies, ( when the Scriptures repreſent them as in a State of

perfect Reft ) arrive hither. Thoſe two Saints, that left this

World, to go to their Reſt in another World, without dying,

viz. Enoch and Elijah, went to Heaven. Elijah was ſeen

aſcending up to Heaven, as CHRIST was. And to the ſame

refting Place, is there allReaſon to think, that thoſe Saints go,

that leave the World, to go to their Reſt, by Death. Mofes,

whenhe died in theTop of the Mount, afcended to the fame

glorious Abode withElias, who aſcended withoutdying. They

are Companions in another World ; as they appeared together

at CHRIST'sTransfiguration. They weretogether,at thatTime,

with CHRIST, in the Mount, when there was a Specimen or

Sample of his Glorification in Heaven. And doubtleſs they

werealſo together afterwards, with him, when he was actually

fully glorified in Heaven. And thither undoubtedly it was,

that the Soul of Stephen afcended, when he expired. The Cir-
cumſtances
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1

cumftances ofhis Death demonſtrate it, as we have an Account

of it Acts vii . 55 &c. Hebeingfull oftheHOLY GHOST , looked

up stedfastly into Heaven, andfaw the Glory ofGOD, and

JESUS ſtanding on the Right Hand ofGOD ; and said, behold,

Isee the Heavens opened, and the Son of Man [ i. e. Jesus in

hishuman Nature] landing on theRight HandofGOD. Then

they cried out with a loud Voice, andstopped their Ears, and ran

upon him with oneAccord, and cast him out ofthe City, andftoned

him.----Andthey stoned Stephen, calling uponGOD,andfaying.

LORD JESUS receive my Spirit. Before his Death he had an

extraordinary View of the Glory that his Saviour had received

in Heaven, not only for himself,but for him, and all his faithful

Followers ; that he might be encouraged by the Hopes of this

Glory, cheerfully to lay down his Life for his Sake. Accord-

ingly he dies intheHope of this ; ſaying, LORD JESUS, re-

ceive my Spirit. By which doubtless he meant, " receive my

Spirit to be with thee, in thatGlory, wherein I have now ſeen

thee, in Heaven, atthe Right Hand of GOD." And thither

it was that theSoul of the penitentThiefontheCroſs aſcended.

CHRIST faid to him, toDay, shall thoube with mein Paradise.

Faradiſe is the fame with the third Heaven ; as appears by

2 Cor. xii. 2, 3, 4. There that which iscalled the third Heaven

in the 2d Verſe, in the 4th Verſe is called Paradise. The de-

parted Souls of the Apostlesand Prophets are in Heaven ; as is

manifeſt from Rev. xviii. 20. Rejoyce over her, thou Heaven,

and yeholy Apostles and Prophets. The Church of GOD is

diftinguiſhed in Scripture, from Time toTime, into theſetwo

Parts; that Part of it thatis in Heaven, and that which is in

Earth ; Eph. iii. 14, 15. JESUS CHRIST, of whom the whole

Family in Heaven and Earth is named. Col. i. 20. And having

madePeace by the Blood ofhis Cross, by him to reconcileall Things

to himself ; by him, Ifay, whether they be Things in Earth, or

Things in Heaven. Now what Things in Heaven are they

for whom Peace has been madeby the Blood of CHRIST'S

Croſs, and who have by him been reconciled toGOD, but

the Saints in Heaven ? In like manner we read ( Eph. 1. 10.

of GOD's gathering together in one, all Things, in CHRIST ;

both which are in Heaven, and which are on Earth ;

him. The Spirits ofjust Men made perfect are in the fame

City of the livingGOD, and heavenly Jerufalem, with the in-

numerable Company of Angels, and Jesus the Mediator of the

new Covenant ; as is manifeſt by Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24. The

Church ofGOD is often in Scripture called by the Name of

Ferufalem
B

even in
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Jerufalem : and the Apostle ſpeaks of theJerusalemwhich is

above, or which is in Heaven, as the Mother of us all : But if

no Part of the Church be in Heaven, or none but Enoch and

Elias, 'tis not likely that the Church would be called the

Jerufalem which is in Heaven.

II. The Souls of true Saints, when they leave their Bodies

atDeath, go to be with CHRIST, as they go to dwell in the

immediate, full and conſtant Sight or View of him .

Whenwe are abſent from our dear Friends, they are out

of Sight ; but when we are with them, we have the Oppor-

tunity andSatisfaction of ſeeing them. So while the Saints are

in the Body, and are abſent from the Lord, he is in ſeveral

Reſpects out of Sight ; 1 Pet. i. 8. Whom having not seen, ye

love : In whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, &c.

Theyhave indeed, in this World, a ſpiritual Sight of CHRIST ;

butthey fee through a Glaſs darkly, and with great Interrup-

tion : But in Heaven, they fee him Face to Face, I Cor.

xiii. 12. The Pure in Heart are bleſſed ; for they shallfeeGOD,

Matth. v. 8. Their beatifical Vifion ofGOD is in CHRIST,

who is that Brightness or Effulgence of GOD's Glory, by

which hisGlory ſhines forth in Heaven, to the View of Saints

and Angels there, as well as here on Earth. This is the Sun

of Righteouſneſs, that is not only the Light of this World,

but is alſo the Sun that enlightens the heavenly Ferufalem ;

by whoſe bright Beams it is that the Glory of GOD ſhines

forth there, to the enlightning and making happy allthe glo-

rious Inhabitants. The Lamb is the Light thereof; andſo the

Glory of GOD doth lighten it ; Rev. xxi. 23. None fees

GOD the Father immediately, who is the King Eternal, Im-

mortal, Inviſible : CHRIST is the Image of that InvisibleGOD,

bywhich he is ſeen by all ElectCreatures. The only-begotten Son

that is in the Bofom of the Father, he hath declared him, and

manifeſted him. None has everimmediatelyseen the Father, but

the Son ; andnone elſe ſees the Father any other Way, than by

theSon's revealing him. AndinHeaven,the Spirits ofjuſt Men

made perfect doſee him ashe is. They beholdhis Glory. They

fee the Glory of his divine Nature, confifting in all theGlory

of theGodhead, theBeauty of all his Perfections ; his great

Majefty, almighty Power, his infinite Wisdom, Holineſs and

Grace, and they fee theBeauty of his glorified human Nature,

and theGlory which the Father hath given him, as GOD-

Man and Mediator. For this End CHRIST defired that his

1

Saints
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Saints might be with him, that they might behold his Glory, Joh.

xvii. 24. And when the Souls ofthe Saints leave their Bodies,

to go to bewith CHRIST, they behold the marvellous Glory

of that great Work of his, the Work of Redemption, and of

the glorious Way of Salvation by him ; which the Angels

defire to look into. They have a most clear View of the un-

fathomable Depths of the manifold Wisdom and Knowledge

ofGOD ; andthe moſt brightDiſplays ofthe infinite Purity and

Holiness ofGOD, thatdo appear in that Wayand Work : And

fee in another-gueſs Manner, than the Saints do here, what is

the Breadth and Length and Depth and Height of theGrace

and Love of CHRIST, appearing in his Redemption. And as

they fee the unspeakable Riches and Glory of the Attribute of

GOD's Grace, ſo they most clearly behold and understand

CHRIST's eternal and unmeaſurable dying Love to them in

particular. And in ſhort they fee every Thing in CHRIST

that tends to kindle and enflame Love, and every Thing

that tends to gratify Love, and everyThing that tends to fa-

tisfy them : And that in the moſt clear and glorious Manner,

without any Darkness or Deluſion, without any Impediment

or Interruption. Now the Saints, while in the Body, fee

ſomething of CHRIST'sGlory and Love ; as we, in the Dawn-

ing of the Morning, ſee ſomething of the reflected Light of

the Sun mingled with Darkness : But when feparated from

the Body, they fee their glorious and loving Redeemer, as we

ſee the Sun when riſen, and ſhewing his whole Diſk above the

Horizon, by his direct Beams, in a clear Hemisphere, and

with perfectDay.

III . The Souls of true Saints, when abfent from the Body.

go tobewith JESUS CHRIST, as they are brought into a moft

perfect Conformity to, and Union with him. Their ſpiritual

Conformity is begun while they are in the Body ; here be-

holding as in a Glaſs, the Glory of the LORD, they are chang-

ed into the fame Image : But when they come to fee him as

he is, inHeaven, then they become likehim, in another Man

ner. That perfect Sight will abolith all Remains of Deformity,

Diſagreement and finful Unlikeness ; as all Darkness is abo

liſhed before the full Blaze of theSun's Meridian Light : 1

is impoffible that the leaft Degree of Obſcurity ſhould remair

before fuch Light ; ſo it is impoſſible the leaft Degree of Sir

and ſpiritual Deformity ſhould remain, in fuch a View of the

ſpiritual Beauty and Glory of CHRIST, as the Saints enjoy is
HeavenB2



Heaven, when they fee that Sun of Righteouſneſs without a

Cloud,they themselves ſhine forth as the Sun,and ſhall be as little

Suns, without aSpot. For then is come theTime when CHRIST

preſents his Saints to himself,inglorious Beauty ; not having Spot

or Wrinkle , or any such Thing ; andhaving Holiness without a

Blemish. And then the Saints Union with CHRIST is perfected,

This alſo is begun in this World. The relative Union is both

begun and perfected at once, when the Soul firſt cloſes with

CHRIST by Faith : The real Union, confifting in the Union

of Hearts and Affections, and in the vital Union, is begun in

this World, and perfected in the next. The Union of the

Heart of a Believer to CHRIST is begun when his Heart is

drawn to CHRIST, by the firſt Diſcovery of divine Excellency,

at Converfion ; and confequent on this Drawing and Clofing

of his Heart with CHRIST , is eſtabliſhed a vital Union with

CHRIST ; whereby the Believer becomes a living Branch of

the true Vine, living by a Communication of the Sap and vi-

tal Juice of the Stock and Root ; and aMember of CHRIST's

mystical Body, living by a Communication of ſpiritual and vi-

tal Influencesfrom the Head, and by a Kind of Participation

of CHRIST's own Life. But while the Saints are in theBody,

there is muchremaining Diſtance between CHRIST and them :

There are Remainders of Alienation, and the vital Union is

very imperfect ; and ſo confequently, are the Communication

of ſpiritual Life and vital Influences : There is much between

CHRIST and Believers to keep them aſunder, much indwelling

Sin, much Temptation, an heavy-molded frail Body, and a

World of carnal Objects, to keep off the Soul from CHRIST,

and hinder a perfect Coalescence. But when the Soul leaves

the Body, all theſe Clogs and Hindrances ſhall be removed,

every Separating Wall ſhall be broken down, and every Impe-

dimenttaken out of the Way, and all Diſtance ſhall ceaſe ;

the Heart ſhall be wholly and perfectly drawn, and moſt firm-

ly and forever attached and bound to him, by a perfect View of

his Glory. And the vital Union ſhall then be brought to Per-

fection : The Soul ſhall live perfectly in and upon CHRIST,

being perfectly fill'd with his Spirit, and animated by his vital

Influences ; living as it wereonly by CHRIST's Life, without

any Remainder of ſpiritualDeath, or carnal Life.

IV. Departed Souls of Saints are with CHRIST, as they en-

joy a glorious and immediate Intercourse and Converſe with

him.

While

1
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While we are preſent with our Friends, we have Opportu-

nity for that freeand immediateConverſation with them, which

wecannot have in Abfence from them. And therefore, by

Reaſon of the vaſtly more free, perfect and immediate Inter-

courſe with CHRIST, which the Saints enjoy when abſent from

the Body, they are fitly repreſented as preſent with him .

The moſt intimate Intercourſe becomes that Relation that

the Saints ſtand in to JESUS CHRIST : and eſpecially becomes

that most perfect and glorious Union they ſhall be brought

into with him in Heaven. Theyare not meerly CHRIST'S

Servants, but his Friends ( John xv. 15. ) His Brethren and

Companions ; ( Pfal. cxxii. 8. ) yea they are the Spouse of

CHRIST. They are eſpouſed or betrothed to CHRIST while

in the Body ; butwhentheygo toHeaven, they enter into the

King's Palace, theirMarriage withhim is come, and the King

bringsthem into his Chambers indeed. They then go to dwell

with CHRIST conftantly to enjoy the moſt perfect Converſe

with him. CHRIST converſed in the moſt friendly Manner

with his Diſciples on Earth ; he admitted one of them to lean

on his Boſom: But they are admitted inuch more fully and

freely to Converſe with him in Heaven. Though CHRIST

be there in a State of glorious Exaltation, reigning in the

Majefty and Glory of the Sovereign LORD and GOD of

Heaven and Earth, Angels and Men ; yet this will not hinder

Intimacy and Freedom of Intercourſe, but rather promote it.

For he is thus exalted, not onlyfor himself, but for them ; he

is inſtated in this Glory ofHead over allThings for their Sakes,

that they might be exalted and glorified, and when they go to

Heaven where he is, they are exalted and glorified with him;

and ſhall not be kept at a more awful Diſtance from CHRIST ,

but ſhall be admitted nearer, and to a greater Intimacy. For

they ſhall be unſpeakably more fit for it, and CHRIST in more

fit Circumftances to bestow on them this Bleſſedneſs. Their

feeing the great Glory of their Friend and Redeemer, will not

awe them to a Diſtance, and make them afraid of a near Ap-

proach ; butonthe contrary, will most powerfully draw them

near; and encourage and engage them toholy Freedom. For

they will knowthat it is he that is their own Redeemer, and

beloved Friend andBridegroom; the veryfame thatloved them

with a dying Love, and redeemed them toGOD by his Blood ;

Matt. xiv. 27. It is I; be not afraid. Rev. i. 17, 18. Fear

Iam hethat livetb, and was dead. Andthe Nature

of this Glory of CHRIST that they ſhall fee, will be ſuch as

not:
....

will
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will draw and encourage them, for they will not only fee in-

Anite Majesty and Greatness ; but infinite Grace, Conde-

ſcenſion and Mildneſs, and Gentleneſs and Sweetneſs,

equal to his Majefty. For he appears in Heaven, not

only as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, but as the Lamb, and

the Lamb in the midst of the Throne ; ( Rev. v. 5, 6. ) and

this Lamb in the midst of the Throne ſhall be their Shepherd,

tofeed them, and lead them to living Fountains ofWaters; Rev.

vii. 17. ſo that the Sight of CHRIST's great kingly Majefty

willbe no Terror to them ; but will only ſerve the more to

heighten their Pleaſure and Surprize. When Mary was about

to embrace CHRIST, being full of Joy at the Sight ofhim again

alive after his Crucifixion, CHRIST forbids her to do it, for the

prefent ; becauſe he was not yet aſcended ; Johnxx. 16, 17.

Jesus faith unto her, Mary. She turned herfelf, andfaith unto

bim, Rabboni ; which is to say, Master. Jesus faith unto her,

touch menot : for Iam not yet afcended to my Father. But go

to my Brethren, andsay unto them, Iafcend unto my Father and

your Father, to my GOD and your GOD. As if he had faid,
66

This is not the Time and Place for that Freedom, your

Love to me defires : That is appointed inHeaven, after my

Aſcenſion. I am going thither andyou that are mytrueDif-

ciples, ſhall, as my Brethren andCompanions,foon be therewith

meinmyGlory. And thenthere ſhall be no Restraint. That

is the Place appointed for the moſt perfect Expreſſions ofCom-.

placence and Endearment,and full Enjoymentofmutual Love."

And accordingly the Souls of departed Saints with CHRIST

inHeaven, ſhall have CHRIST as it were unboſomedunto them,

manifeſting thoſe infinite Riches of Love towards them, that

have been there from Eternity : And they ſhall be enabled to

expreſs their Love to him, in an infinitely better Manner than

ever they could while in the Body. Thus they ſhall eat and

drink abundantly, and swim in the Ocean of Love, and be

eternally ſwallowed up onthe infinitely bright, and infinitely

mild and ſweet Beams of divine Love ; eternally receiving that

Light, eternally full of it, and eternally compaffed round with

it,and everlastingly reflecting itback again to the Fountain of it.

V. The Souls of the Saints, when they leave their Bodies at

Death, go to be with CHRIST, as they are received to aglo-

rious Fellowſhip with CHRIST in his Bleſſedneſs.

As theWife is received toa joint Poffeffion of her Husband's

Eſtate, and as the Wife of a Prince partakes with him in bis

princely

1
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princely:Poffeffions and Honours ; ſo the Church, the Spouse

of CHRIST, when the Marriage comes, and ſhe is received to

dwellwith him in Heaven, ſhall partake with him in hisGlory,

When CHRIST rofe from the Dead, and took Poffeffion of e-

ternal Life ; this was not as a private Perſon ; but as thepub-

lick Head of all his redeemed People. He took Poffeffion of

it for them, as well as for himſelf ; and they are quickned toge-

ther with him, and raised up together. And ſo whenhe afcend-

ed into Heaven, and was exalted to great Glory there, this

alſo was as a publick Perſon : He took Poffeffion of Heaven

not only for himself, but his People, as their Forerunner and

Head, that they might aſcend alſo, and fit together in heavenly

Places with him ; Eph. ii. 5, 6. CHRIST writes upon them

his New Name, Rev. iii. 12. i. e. Hemakes them Partakers of

his ownGlory and Exaltation in Heaven. His new Name is

thatnew Honour and Glory that the Father inveſtedhim with,

whenhe fet him on his own right Hand : As a Prince, when

he advances any one to newDignity in his Kingdom, gives

him anew Title. CHRIST and his Saints ſhall be glorified

together. Rom. viii. 17.
The Saints in Heavenhave Communion, aorjoint Participa-

tion with CHRIST in his Glory and Bleſſedneſs in Heaven, in

the following Reſpects more eſpecially.

I. They partake with him in the ineffable Delights he has

inHeaven, inthe Enjoyment of his Father.

When CHRIST aſcended into Heaven, he was received to a

glorious and peculiar Joy and Bleſſedneſs in the Enjoyment of

his Father, who in hisPaffion hid his Face from him ; ſuch

anEnjoyment as became the Relation he stood in to the Father,

and fuch as was a meet Reward for the great and hard Service

hehad performed onEarth. ThenGODshewed him thePath

of Life, andbroughthim into his Presence, where is Fulness of

foy, and tofit onhis Right-Hand, where there are Pleasures

for evermore, as is faid of CHRIST, Pfal. xvi. 11. Then the

Father made him most bleſſed forever : He made him exceeding

glad with his Countenance ; as in Pfal. xxi. 6. The Saintsby

Virtue of their Union with CHRIST, and being his Members,

do in ſome Sort, partake of his Child-like Relation to the Fa-

ther ; and ſo are Heirs with him of his Happiness in the En-

joyment of his Father ; as ſeems to be intimated by the Apo-

ſtle inGal. iv. 4---7. The Spouſe of CHRIST, by Virtue of

her Eſpouſals to that only begotten Son of GOD, is as it were,

aPartaker of his filial Relation to GOD, and becomes the

King's

1
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King's Daughter ; Pfal. xlv. 13. and ſo partakes with her di

vineHusband in his Enjoyment of his Father and her Father,

hisGOD and herGOD. A Promise of this feems to be im-

pliedin thoſe Words of CHRIST to Mary, John xx. 17. Thus

CHRIST's faithful Servants enter into the Joy of their LORD

Matth. xxv, 21, 23. and CHRIST's Foy remains in them ;

agreeable to thoſe Words of CHRIST, John xv. II . CHRIST

from Eternity is as it were in the Boſom of the Father, as the

Object of his infinite Complacence. In him is the Father's e-

ternalHappiness. Beforethe Worldwas, he was with the Father,

intheEnjoymentofhis infiniteLove ; and had infiniteDelight and

Bleſſedneſs in thatEnjoyment;as he declares of himself inProv.

viii. 30. Then I was by him, as one brought up with him , and

Iwasdaily his Delight, rejoicing always beforehim. And when

CHRIST afcended to the Father after his Paſſion, he went to

him, to the Enjoyment of the ſame Glory and Bleſſedneſs in

theEnjoyment of his Love; agreeable to hisPrayer, the Even-

ing before his Crucifixion, John xvii. 5. And now, O Father,

glorify me with thine own self, with the Glory I had with thee,

beforetheWorld was. And inthe fame Prayer, he manifeſts it

tobe hisWill, that his true Diſciples ſhould be with him in the

Enjoyment of that Joy and Glory, which he then afked for

himſelf ; Ver. 13. That my foy might befulfilled in themselves.

Ver.22. Andthe Glory which thou gavelt me, haveIgiven them.

ThisGlory and Joy of CHRIST, which the Saints are to enjoy

with him, is that which he has in the Enjoyment of the

Father's infinite Love to him ; as appears by the last Words of

that Prayer of our LORD, Ver. 26. ---That the Lovewhere-

with thou hast loved me, may be in them, and Iin them. The

Love which the Father has to his Son is great indeed ; the

Deity does as it were wholly and entirely flow out in a Stream

of Love to CHRIST ; and the Joy and Pleaſure of CHRIST is

proportionably great. This is the Stream of CHRIST'SDe-
lights, theRiverofofhis infinitePleaſure ; which he will make

his Saints todrink of with him; agreeable to Pfal. xxxvi. 8, 9.

Theyshallbe abundantly fatisfied with the Fatness of thy House :

Thou shalt make them drink of the River of THYPleasures :

For with thee is the Fountain of Life : in THY Light shall we

fee Light. The Saints ſhall have Pleaſure, in partaking with

CHRIST in his Pleasure, and ſhall feeLight in bis Light. They

ſhall partake with CHRIST of the fame River of Pleasure;

ſhalldrink of the ſame Water of Life ; and of the fame new

Wine in Chrift's Father's Kingdom ; Matt, xxvi. 29. That new
Wine
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Wine is eſpecially that Joy and Happineſs that CHRIST and

his true Diſciples ſhall partake of together in Glory, which is

thePurchase of CHRIST's Blood, or the Reward of his Obe-

dience unto Death. CHRIST, at his Afcenfion into Heaven,

received everlafting Pleaſures at his Father's Right-Hand, and

in the Enjoyment of his Father's Love, as the Reward of his

own Death, or Obedience unto Death. But the fame Righ-

teouſneſs is reckon'd to both Head and Members ; and both

ſhall have Fellowſhip inthe ſame Reward, cach according to

their diftinct Capacity.

That the Saints in Heaven have ſuch a Communion with

CHRIST in his Joy, and do ſo partake with him in his own

Enjoyment ofthe Father,does greatlymanifeftthe tranſcendent

Excellency of their Happiness, and their being admitted to a

vaſtly higher Priviledge in Glory thon the Angels.

2. The Saints inHeaven are received to a Fellowship, or

Participation with CHRIST, in theGlory of that Dominion

towhich the Father hath exalted him.

The Saints, when they afcend to Heaven as CHRIST af-

cended, and are made to fit together with him in heavenly

Places, and are Partakers of theGlory of his Exaltation, are

exalted to reign withhim. They arethrough him made Kings

and Priests, and reign with him, and in him, over the fame

Kingdom. As the Father hath appointedunto him a Kingdom,

ſo he has appointed to them. The Father has appointed

the Son to reign over his own Kingdom, and the Son

appoints his Saints to reign in his. The Father has given

to CHRIST to fit with him on hisThrone, and Chrift gives to

theSaints tofit withhim onhis Throne ; agreeable to CHRIST's

Promiſe Rev. iii. 21. CHRIST, as GOD's Son, is the Heir

of his Kingdom ; and the Saints are Joint- Heirs with

CHRIST ; which implies that they are Heirs of the fame In-

heritance, topoſſeſs the fameKingdom, in and with him, ac-

cording to their Capacity. CHRIST in his Kingdom reigns

over Heaven and Earth ; he is appointed the Heir of all

Things ; andſo allThings are the Saints ; whether Paul, or

Apollos, or Cephas, or theWorld, or Life, or Death, or Things

present, or Things to come, all are theirs ; becauſe they are

CHRIST's, and united to him ; 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22, 23. The

Angels are given to CHRIST, as a Part of his Dominion ;

they are all given towaitupon him, as miniftring Spirits to

him: ſo alſo they are all, even the highest and moſt dignified

ofthem, miniſtring Spirits, to minister to them who are the
HeirsC
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Heirs of Salvation. They are CHRIST's Angels, and they

are alſo their Angels. Such is the SaintsUnion with CHRIST,

and their Intereſt in him, that what he poſſeſſes, they poſſeſs,

ina much more perfect and bleſſed Manner, than if all Things

weregiven to them ſeparately and by themselves, tobe diſpoſed

of according to their Difcretion. They are now diſpoſed of

fo, as in every Reſpect, to be moſt for their Bleſſedneſs, by an

infinitely better Diſcretion than their own ; and in beingdif-

poſed of by their Head and Husband, between whom and

them there is the moſt perfect Union of Hearts, andſo the

moſt perfect Union of Wills ; and who are most perfectly

each other's.
S

As the glorified Spouse of this great King reigns with and in

him, in his Dominion over the Univerſe,ſo more eſpecially

does ſhe partake with him, inthe Joy and Glory of his Reign

inhis Kingdom of Grace ; which is more peculiarly the King-

domthathe poffefſes as Head ofthe Church, and is that King-

dom wherein ſhe is more eſpecially intereſted. It was eſpe-

cially to reign in this Kingdom, thatGOD the Father exalted

him to his Throne in Heaven : He ſet his King on his holy

Hill of Zion, eſpecially that he might reign over Zion, or over

his Church, in his Kingdom of Grace ; and that he might be

under the beſt Advantages to carry ontheDeſigns of his Love,

in this lower World. And therefore undoubtedly the Saints

in Heaven are Partakers with CHRIST in the Joy and Glory of

the Advancement and Profperity of his Kingdom ofGrace on

Earth, and Succeſs of his Goſpel here, which he looks on as

the peculiar Glory of his Reign. The good Shepherd rejoices

when he finds but one Sheep that was lost ; and his Friendsand

Neighbours in Heaven rejoicewith him on that Occafion. That

Part of the Family that is inHeaven,are ſurely not unacquaint-

ed with the Affairs of that Part of the fame Family that is on

Earth. They that are with the King, and are next to him,

theRoyal Family, that dwell in his Palace, are not kept in

Ignorance oftheAffairs of his Kingdom. The Saints inHea-

ven are with the Angels, the King's Minifters, by which he

manages the Affairs of his Kingdom, and who are continually

aſcending and defcending from Heaven to the Earth, and one

or other of them daily employed as miniftring Spirits to each

individual Member of the Church below : Befides the conti-

nual afcending of the Souls of departed Saints, from all Parts

of the militant Church. On theſe Accounts the Saints in

Heaven muft needs be under a Thousand Times greater Ad-

vantage
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vantage than we here, for a full View of the State of the

Church on Earth, and a ſpeedy, direct and certain Acquaintance

with all its Affairs, in every Part. And that which gives them

much greater Advantage for fuch an Acquaintance, than the

Things already mentioned, is their being constantly in the im-

mediate Prefence of CHRIST, and in the Enjoymentof the

moſt perfect Intercourse with him, who is the King who

manages all theſe Affairs, and has an abſolutely perfect Know-

ledge of them. CHRIST is the Head of the whole glorified

Aſſembly ; they are mystically his glorified Body : and

what the Head ſees, it fees for the Information of the

whole Body, according to its Capacity : and what the Head

enjoys, is for the Joy of the whole Body. The Saints, in

leaving this World, and aſcending to Heaven, do notgo out of

Sight of Things appertaining to CHRIST's Kingdom onEarth ;

buton the contrary, they go out of a State of Obscurity, and

afcend above the Miſts andClouds, into theclearest Light ; to

a Pinnacle, in the very Center of Light, where every Thing

appears in clear View. They have as muchgreater Advantage

toview the State of CHRIST's Kingdom, and the Works of

the newCreation here, than while they were in this World,

as a Man that aſcends to the Top of an high Mountain, has

greater Advantage to view the Face of the Earth, than he had

while he was in a deep Valley, or thick Foreſt below, fur-

rounded on every Side with thoſe Things that impeded and

limited his Sight. Nor do they view as indifferent or uncon-

cerned Spectators, any more than CHRIST himself is an un-

concerned Spectator. The Happiness of the Saints inHeaven

confifts verymuch in beholding theGlory of GOD appearing

inthe Work of Redemption: for 'tis by this chiefly thatGOD

manifeſts his Glory, the Glory of his Wisdom, Holiness,Grace

and other Perfections, to both Saints and Angels ; as is apparent

by many Scriptures. And therefore undoubtedly their Happi-

neſs confifts very much in beholding the Progreſs of this

Work, in its Application and Succeſs, and the Steps by which

infinite Power and Wisdom brings it to its Confummation.

Andthe Saints inHeaven are under unspeakably greater Ad-

vantage, to take the Pleaſure of beholding the Progress of this

Work on Earth, than we are that are here ; as they are under

greaterAdvantages to fee and understand the marvellous Steps,

that divine Wisdom takes in all that is done, and the glorious

Ends he obtains, the Oppofition Satan makes, andhow he is

baffled and overthrown : They can better fee the Connection

C2
of
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of one Event with another, and the beautiful Order of all

Things thatcome to paſs inthe Church in different Ages, that

to us appear like Confufion. Nor do they only view theſe

Things, and rejoyce in them, as a glorious and beautiful Sight,

but as Perſons intereſted, as CHRIST is intereſted ; as poffeffing

theſeThings in CHRIST , and reigning with him, in this King-

dom. CHRIST'S Succeſs in his Work ofRedemption, in bringing

home Souls to himself, applying his faving Benefits by his Spirit,

and the Advancement of theKingdom ofGracein the World,

is the Reward eſpecially promiſed to him by his Father in the

Covenant of Redemption, for the hard and difficult Service he

performed while in the Form of a Servant ; as is manifeft

by Ifai. liii. 10, 11 , 12. But the Saints ſhall be rewarded with

him: They ſhall partake with him in the Joy of this Reward ;

for this Obedience that is thus rewarded, is reckon'd to them,

as they are his Members, as was before obſerved. This was

eſpecially theJoy that was ſet before CHRIST, for the fake

of which he endured the Croſs and deſpiſed the Shame. And

his Joy is the Joy of all Heaven. They that are with him in

Heaven are under much the greatest Advantages to partake with

him in this Joy : For they have a perfect Communion with

him, through whom, and in Fellowship with whom,they enjoy

and poſſeſs their whole Inheritance, all their heavenly Happi-

neſs ; as much as the wholeBody has all it's Pleaſure of Muſick

by the Ear, and all the Pleaſure of its Food by the Mouth and

Stomach ; and all the Benefit and Refreſhment of the Air by

the Lungs. The Saints while on Earth pray and labour for

the fameThing that CHRIST laboured for, viz. the Advance-

ment of the Kingdom of GOD among Men, the promoting

the Profperity of Zion and flourishing of Religion inthisWorld,

and most of them have fuffered for that End, as CHRIST did ;

have been made Partakers with their Head in his Sufferings, and

filled up (as the Apostle expreſſes it ) that which is behind of the

Sufferings of CHRIST: And therefore they ſhall partake with

himofthe Glory and Joy of the End obtain'd ; Rom. viii. 17.

We areJoint-Heirs with CHRIST; iffo be that we suffer

with him, that we may be alſo glorified together. 2Tim. ii. 12.

If we fuffer with him, we shall also reign with him. CHRIST

when his Sufferings were paft, and he left the Earth, and af-

cended into Heaven, was ſo far from having done with his

Kingdom in this World, that it was, as it were, but then be-

gun : And he afcended for that very End,thathe might more

fully poffefs and enjoy this Kingdom,that he might reign init,
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it, and be under the beſt Advantages for it ; as much as a

King afcends a Throne in Order to reign over his People, and

receive the Honour and Glory of his Dominion. No more

have the Saints done withCHRIST'S Kingdom on Earth, when

they leave the Earth, and aſcend into Heaven. CHRIST came

(i. e. aſcended) with Clouds of Heaven, andcame to the Ancient

of Days, and was brought near before him, tothe veryEnd, that

He might receive Dominion, andGlory, and a Kingdom, that all

People, Nations and Languages should ferve him, (Dan. vii. 13,

14.) Which ſhall be eminently fulfilled, after theRuin of

Antichrift ; which is eſpecially the Time of CHRIST's King-

dom. And the ſame is the Time when the Kingdom, and Do-

minion, and Greatness of the Kingdom under the whole Heaven,

ſhallbegiven to thePeopleofthe Saints ofthe most high GOD. (Aş

Ver.27. in the ſameChapter) It isbecauſe they ſhall reign in,and

with CHRIST, the most High ; as ſeems intimated in the Words

that follow ; whose Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom, and all

Dominions shallserve andobey him. This Verſe is true not only

of the Saints on Earth, but also the Saints in Heaven. Hence

the Saints in Heaven, having reſpect to this Time, do fing, in

Rev. v. 10. We shall reign on the Earth. And agreeable

hereto 'tis afterwards repreſented that when the foremention'd

Time comes, the Souls of them that in formerAges had fuf-

fered with CHRIST, do reign with CHRIST ; having as it were

given to them, new Life and Joy, in that ſpiritual bleffed Re-

furrection, which ſhall then be of the Church of GOD on

Earth, andthus itis that it is ſaid, Mat. v. 5. TheMeek(thofe

that meekly and patiently ſuffer with CHRIST , and for his

Sake ) ſhall inherit the Earth : they ſhall inherit it, and reign

onEarth with CHRIST. CHRIST is the Heir of the World ;

and when the appointed Time of his Kingdom comes,his In-

heritance ſhall be given him, and then the meek, who are joint

Heirs, ſhall inherit the Earth. The Place in the Old

Teſtament, whence the Words are taken, leads to a true In-

terpretation of them; Pfal. xxxvii. II . The Meek shall inherit

the Earth, andshall delight themselves inthe Abundance of Peace.

That there is Reference in theſe latter Words, The Abundance

of Peace, to the Peace and Bleſſedneſs of the latter Days, we

maybe fatisfied by comparing these Words with Pfal. lxxii. 7.

In his Days shall be Abundance of Peace, so long as the Moon.

endureth. And Jer. xxxiii. 6. I will reveal to them the Abun-

dance of Peace and Truth. Alfo Ifai. ii. 4. Mic. iv. 3. Ifai.

xi. 6 ---- 9. and manyother parallel Places. The Saints in

Heaven
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Heaven willbe as much with CHRIST in reigning over the

Nations, and in theGlory of his Dominion at that Time, as

they will be with him in the Honour ofjudging the World at

the last Day. That Promiſe of CHRIST to his Diſciples Matt.

xix. 28, 29. feems to have a ſpecial Reſpect to the former of

theſe. InVer. 28. CHRIST promises totheDiſciples that here-

after, when the Son of Manshallfit on the Throneof his Glory,

they shall fit on twelve Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of

Ifrael. The Saints in Heaven reigning on Earth, in the

glorious latter Day, is deſcribed in Language accommodated to

this Promiſe of CHRIST, Rev. xx. 4. AndI saw Thrones, and

they fat upon them ; andJudgment was given them. ---- And

they reigned with CHRIST. And the Promise in the next

Verſe in that xixth of Matth. feems to have its Fulfilment at

the fame Time ; And every one that hath forsaken Houses, or

Brethren, or Sisters, or Fathers, or Wife, or Children, or Lands,

for my Name Sake, ſhallreceive an Hundredfold, andſhall inherit

everlasting Life, i. e. in the Time when the Saints ſhall inherit

the Earth and reign on Earth, the Earth with all its Bleffings

and good Things, ſhall be given, in great Abundance, to the

Church, to be poſſeſſed by the Saints. This ſhall they receive

in this preſent World ; and in the Time to come, everlasting

Life. The Saints inHeaven ſhall partake with CHRIST in the

Triumph and Glory of thoſe Victories that he ſhall obtain in

that future glorious Time, over the Kings and Nations of the

World, that are ſometimes repreſentedby his ruling them with

aRod of Iron, and daſhing them in Pieces as a Potter's Veſſel.

Which doubtleſs there is Reſpect to in Rev. ii. 26, 27. He

that overcometh, and keepeth myWords to theEnd, to him will I

give Power over the Nations ; and heshall rule them with a Rod

of Iron, as the Veffels of a Potter ſhall they be broken to Shivers ;

even as I received of my Father. And Pfal. cxlix.5. to the End,

Let the Saintsbe joyful in Glory ; let themfingaloud upon their

Beds ; ( i. e. in their ſeparate State after Death, compare Ifai.

Ivii. 1 , 2. ) Let the bigh Praises of GOD be in their Mouth,

anda two- edge Sword in their Hand, to execute Vengeance upon

the Heathen, and Punishments upon the People, to bind their Kings

with Chains, and their Nobles with Fetters of Iron, to execute upon

them the Judgment written. This Honour have all the Saints,

Accordingly when CHRIST appears riding forth to his Victory

over Antichrift, Rev. xix. The Hoſts of Heaven appear going

forth with him in Robes of Triumph, Ver. 14. And when

Antichrift is destroyed, the Inhabitants of Heaven, andthe
boly
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holy Apostles and Prophets are called upon to rejoyce, Chap.

xviii. 20. And accordingly, the whole Multitude of the In-

habitants of Heaven, on that Occaſion, do appear to exult and

praiſe GOD with exceeding Joy ; Chap. xix. 1 ---- 8. and

Chap. xi. 15. And are alſo repreſented as greatly rejoycing on

Occafion of the Ruin of the Heathen Empire, in the Days of

Constantine ; Chap. xii. 10. And 'tis obfervable all along in

the Viſions of that Book, the Hofts of Heaven appear as much

concerned and interested in the Events appertaining to the

Kingdom of CHRIST here below, as the Saints on Earth,

TheDay of theCommencement of the Church's latter-dayGlory

is eminently The Day of CHRIST'S Espousals, The Day of the

Gladness ofhis Heart, when as theBridegroom rejoyceth over the

Bride, sohewill rejoyce over his Church. And then will all

Heaven exceedingly rejoyce with him. And therefore they

ſay at that Time, Rev. xix. 7. Let us be glad, and rejoyce, and

giveGlory to him ; for the Marriageof the Lamb is come.

Thus Abraham enjoys theſe Things, when they come to

paſs, that were of old promised to him, and thathesaw before-

hand, and rejoyced in. He will enjoy the Fulfilment of the

Promiſe of allthe Families of the Earth being bleſſed in bis Seed,

when it ſhallbe accompliſhed. And all the antient Patriarchs,

who died in Faith of Promiſes of glorious Things that ſhould

be accomplished in this World, who had not received the

Promises, but saw them afar off, and were perſwaded of them,

and embraced them ; do actually enjoy them when fulfilled.

Davidactually ſaw and enjoyed the Fulfilmentof that Promiſe,

in its due Time, which was made to him many hundred

Years before, and was all his Salvation andall hisDefire. Thus

Daniel ſhall Aand in his Lot at the End of the Days pointed

out by his own Prophecy. Thus the Saints of old, that died

in Faith, not having received the Promise, are made perfect,

and have their Faith crowned, by the better Things accomp-

liſhed in theſe latter Days of the Gospel, Heb. xi. 39, 40.

which they fee and enjoy in their Time.

3. The departed Souls of Saints have Fellowship with

CHRIST, in his bleſſed and eternal Employment of glorifying

the Father.

The Happiness of Heaven conſiſts not only in Contempla-

tion, and ameer paffive Enjoyment ; but conſiſts very much

in Action. And particularly, in actively ſerving and glorifying.

GOD. This is expreſsly mention'd as a great Part of the

Bleſſedneſs of the Saints intheir most perfect State, Rev. xxii . 3.
And
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Andthereshall beno more Curse ; but the Throne ofGOD and of

the Lamb shall be in it ; and his Servants shallferve him. The

Angels are as a Flame ofFire, in their Ardour and Activity in

GOD'sService : The four Animals, Rev. iv. ( which are

generally ſuppoſed to fignify the Angels ) are repreſented as

continually giving Praise andGlory to GOD, and are faid not

to rest Day nor Night, Ver. 8. The Soulsof departed Saints are

doubtleſs become as the Angels of GOD in Heaven in this

Reſpect. And JESUS CHRIST is the Head of the whole

glorious Affembly ; as in other Things, appertaining to their

bleſſed State, ſo in this of their praiſing and glorifying the

Father. When CHRIST, the Night before he was crucified,

prayed for his Exaltation to Glory, it was that he might glorify

theFather ; Joh. 17. 1. TheseWordsspake Jesus, andlift up his

Eyes to Heaven, andsaid, Father, the Hour is come, glorify thy

Son, that thy Son alſe may glorify thee. And this he doubtleſs

does, now he is in Heaven ; not only in fulfilling the Father's

Will, in what he does as Head of the Church, and Ruler of

the Univerſe, but alſo in leading theheavenlyAffembly in their

Praifes. When CHRIST inſtituted the LORD'S Supper, and

eat anddrank with his Diſciples at his Table ( giving them

therein a Repreſentation and Pledge of their future Feaſting

with him, and drinking new Wine in his heavenly Father's

Kingdom ) he at thatTime led them in their Praiſes toGOD,

in that Hymn that they ſang. And fo doubtleſs he leads his

glorified Diſciples inHeaven. Davidwas the ſweetPfalmiſt of

Ifrael,and led the greatCongregation ofGOD'sPeople, in their

Songs of Praife. Herein, as wellas in innumerable otherThings,

he was aType of CHRIST, who is often ſpoken of in Scripture

by theName ofDavid. And many ofthe Pfalms that David

penned, were Songs of Praiſe, that he, by the Spirit of Pro-

phecy, uttered in the Name ofCHRIST, as Head of the Church

andleading the Saints in their Praiſes. CHRIST in Heaven

leads the glorious Aſſembly intheir Praiſes to GOD, as Mofes

didthe Congregation of Ifrael at the Red- Sea : Which is im-

plied in its being faid, that they sing the Song ofMofes andthe

Lamb, Rev. xv. 2, 3. In Rev. xix. 5. John tells us,That be

hearda Voice come out ofthe Throne,saying, Praise OURGOD,

all ye his Servants, and ye that fear him, both small andgreat.

Who can it be that utters this Voice OUT OF THE

THRONE, but the Lamb, that is in the midst of the Throne,

calling on the glorious Affembly of Saints, to praiſe his Father

and their Father, hisGOD and theirGOD ? And what the

Confequence



and present with the LORD. 25

Conſequence of this Voice is, we have anAccount inthe next

Words ; And Iheard as it were the Voice of a great Multitude,

and as the Voice ofmanyWaters, andas the Voice ofmightyThun-

drings, saying, Alleluia ; for the LORD GOD Omnipotent

reigneth.

:

APPLICATION.

The Use that I would make of what has been faid on this

Subject, is of Exhortation. Letus all be exhorted hence earnestly

to feek after that great Privilege that has been ſpoken of; that

when we are absent from the Body, we may be present with the

LORD. We can'tcontinuealways in theſe earthly Taberna -

cles : They are very frail, and will foon decay, and fall ; and

are continually liable to be overthrown, by innumerable Means :

Our Souls muſt ſoon leave them, and go into the eternal

World. Ohow infinitely great will the Privilege andHappi-

neſs of fuch be, who at that Time ſhall go to be with CHRIST

in his Glory, in the Manner that has been repreſented ! The

Privilege of the twelve Diſciples' was great, in being ſo con-

ſtantly with CHRIST as his Family, in his State of Humilia-

tion. The Privilege of thoſe three Diſciples was great, who

were with him in the Mount of his Transfiguration ; where

wasexhibitedto them ſome little Semblance ofhis futureGlory

in Heaven, fuch as they might behold in thepreſent frail, fee-

bleand finful State : They were greatly entertained and de-

lighted with what they saw ; and were for making Taberna-

cles todwellthere, and returnno moredownthe Mount. And

great was the Privilege of Mofes, whenhe was with CHRIST

in Mount Sinai, and befought him to ſhew him his Glory, and

he faw his Back-Parts, as he paſſed by, and proclaimed his

Name. But is not that Privilege infinitely greater, that has

nowbeen ſpoken of, the Privilege of being with CHRIST in

Heaven, where he fits onthe right Hand of GOD, in the

Glory of the KING and GODof Angels, and of the whole

Crſe, ſhining forth as the great Light, the bright Sun of

thatWorld of Glory, there to dwell in the full, conftant and

everlastingView of his Beauty and Brightness, there moſt free-

ly and intimately to converſe with him,and fully to enjoy his

Love, as his Friends and Spouſe, there to have Fellowship with

him in the infinite Pleaſure andJoy he has in the Enjoyment

of his Father, there to fit with him on his Throne, and reign

withhim in the Poffeffion of allThings, and partakewith him

D
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in the Joy andGlory of his Victory over his Enemies, and

the Advancement of his Kingdom inthe World, and to join

with him injoyful Songs of Praiſe to his Father and their Fa-

ther, to his GOD and their GOD, forever and ever ? Is not

ſuch a Privilege worth the ſeeking after ?

Buthere, as a ſpecial Enforcement of this Exhortation, I

would improve that Diſpenſation of GOD's holy Providence,

that is the forrowful Occaſion of our coming together at this

Time ; viz. The Death of that eminent Servant of JESUS

CHRIST, in the Work of the Goſpel-Ministry, whoſe Funeral

is thisDay to be attended ; together with what was obſervable

in him, living and dying.

In this Difpenfation of Providence, GOD puts us in Mind

of our MORTALITY, and forewarns us that theTime is ap-

proaching, when we must be abſent from the Body, and must

all appear (as the Apostle obſerves, in the next Verſe but one

to my Text) before the Judgment- Seat of CHRIST, that every

ane of us may receive the Things done in the Body, according to

sukat we havedone, whether it be good or bad.

And in him, whoſe Death we are nowcalled to confider and

improve, we have not only an Inſtance of Mortality ; but an

Inſtance of one, that being abſent from the Body, is preſent

with the LORD ; as we have all imaginable Reaſon tocon-

clude. And that, whether we confider the Nature of theO-

perations he was under, about the Time whence he dates his

Converfion, or the Nature and Courſe of his inward Exerciſes

from that Time forward, or his outward Converſation and

Practice in Life, or his Frame and Behaviour during the whole

of that long Space wherein he lookedDeath in the Face.

His Convictions of Sin, preceeding his firſt Conſolations in

CHRIST (as appears by a written Account he has left of his

inward Exerciſes and Experiences) were exceeding deep and

thorough : His Trouble and Exerciſe of Mind, through a

Senſe of Guilt and Miſery, very great and long-continued ;

but yet found and ſolid ; confifting inno unsteady, violent,

and unaccountable Hurries and Frights, and ſtrange Perturba-

tions ofMind ;but arifing fromthe moſt ſerious Confideration,

and proper Illumination of the Conſcience, to difcern and con-

fider the true State of Things. And the Light let into his

Mind at Converſion, and the Influences and Exerciſes that his

Mind was fubject to at that Time, appear very agreeable to

Reaſon, and the Gospel of JESUS CHRIST ; the Change very

great and remarkable, without any Appearance of ftrong Im-

Preffions

1

1
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preffions on the Imagination, ſudden Flights and Pangs of the

Affections, and vehement Emotions in animal Nature ; but

attended with proper intellectual Views of the fupream Glory

ofthe divine Being,confifting inthe infiniteDignity andBeauty

of the Perfections of his Nature; and of the tranſcendant Ex-

cellency of the Way of Salvation by CHRIST.---- This was

about eight Years ago, when he was about 21 Years of Age.

Thus GOD ſanctified, and made meet for his Uſe, that

Veſſel that he intended to make eminently a Veſſel ofHonour

in his Houſe, and which he had made oflarge Capacity, having

endowed him with very uncommon Abilities and Gifts of Na-

ture. He was a ſingular Inſtance, of a ready Invention, na-

tural Eloquence, eaſy flowing Expreſſion, ſprightly Apprehen-

fion, quick Difcerning, and very ſtrong Memory ; and yet of

avery penetratingGenius,cloſe and clear Thought, and pierc-

ing Judgment. He had an exact Taſte : His Understanding

was (if I mayſo expreſs it) of a quick, ſtrong and diftinguiſh-

ing Scent.

His Learning was very confiderable : He had a greatTafte

for Learning ; and applied himſelf tohis Studies, in ſocloſe a

Manner when he was at College, that he much injured his

Health ; and was obliged on that Account, for a while to

leave the College, throw by his Studies, and return Home.

Hewas eſteemedonethat excelled inLearning, in that Society.

He had an extraordinary Knowledge of Men, as well as

Things. Had a great Infight into human Nature, and excell-

ed moſt that ever I knew, in a communicative Faculty : He

had a peculiar Talent, at accommodating himself to the Capa-

cities, Tempers and Circumstances of thoſe that he would in-

ſtruct or counſel.

•He had extraordinaryGifts for the Pulpit : Inever had Op-

portunity to hear him preach, but have often heard him pray :

And I think his Manner of addreſſing himſelf to GOD,and ex-

preſſing himſelfbefore him,in thatDuty, almoſt inimitable; ſuch

(fofar as I may judge) as I have very rarely known equalled.

He expreſſed himself with that exact Propriety and Pertinency,

in ſuch ſignificant, weighty, pungent Expreſſions ; with that

decent Appearance of Sincerity, Reverence and Solemnity, and

great Diſtance from all Affectation, as forgettingthe Prefence

of Men, and as being in the immediate Prefence of a great and

holyGOD, that I have ſcarcely ever known parallel'd. And

his Manner of Preaching, by what Ihave often heard of it from

good Judges, was no leſs excellent ; being clear and inſtructive
natural
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natural, nervous, forceable and moving, and very ſearching and

convincing. He naufeated an affected Noiſineſs, and violent

Boiſterouſneſs in the Pulpit ; and yet much difreliſhed a flat

cold Delivery, when the Subject of Diſcourſe, and Matter de-

liver'd, required Affection and Earneſtneſs.

Not only had he excellent Talents for the Study and the

Pulpit, but alſo for Converſation. He was of a fociable Dif-

pofition ; and was remarkably free, entertaining and profitable

inhis ordinary Difcourſe: And had much of a Faculty ofdif

puting, defending Truth and confuting Error.

As he excelled in his Judgment and Knowledge of Things

ingeneral, ſo eſpecially inDivinity. He was truly, for one of

his Standing, an extraordinary Divine. But above all, in Mat-

ters relating to experimental Religion. In this, Iknow I have

the concurring Opinion of ſome that have had a Name for

Perſons of the beſt Judgment. And according to what Ability

I have to judge of Things of this Nature, and according to

my Opportunities, which of late have been very great, I never

knew his Equal, of his Age and Standing, for clear, accurate

Notions of the Nature and Effence of true Religion, and its

Diftinctions from its various falſe Appearances ; which I fup-

poſe tobe owing to theſe three Things, meeting together in

him ; the Strength of his natural Genius ; and the greatOp-

portunities he had of Obfervation of others, in various Parts,

both white People and Indians ; and his own great Expe-

rience.

HisExperiences of the holy Influences ofGOD's Spirit were

not only great, at his first Converſion ; but they were fo, in

acontinued Courſe, from that Time forward ; as appears by

a Record, or privateJournal, he kept of his daily inwardEx-

erciſes, from the Time of his Converfion,'till he was diſabled,

by the failing of his Strength, a few Days before his Death.

TheChange which he looked uponas his Converfion, was not

only agreat Change of the preſent Views, Affections, and

Frame of his Mind ; but was evidently the Beginning of that

Work of GOD on his Heart, which GOD carried on, in a

very wonderful Manner, fromthat Time, to his dyingDay.*

He

* This more abundantly appears, by further Opportunity of Ac

quaintance with his private Journal or Diary, fince this Sermon was

Helivered. Grace inhim ſeems to have been almoſt continually, with

carcelythe Intermiffion of aDay, in very fenfible,and indeed vigorous

and

L
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He greatly abhor'd the Way of ſuch, as live on their firſt

Work, as though they had now got through their Work, and

are thenceforward, by Degrees, fettled ina cold, lifeleſs, negli-

gent, worldly Frame ; he had an illOpinion of ſuch Perfon's

Religion.

HisExperiences were very diverſe from many Things, that

have lately obtained the Reputation, with Multitudes, of the

very Height of Chriftian Experience. About the Time that

that falſe Religion, which arifes chiefly from Impreffions onthe

Imagination, began firſt to make a very great Appearance in

the Land, he was for a little while deceived with it, ſoas to

think highly of it. And though he knew he never had fuch

Experiences as others told of, he thought it was becauſe others

Attainments were beyond his ; and ſo coveted, them, and

fought after them,but could never obtain them. He told me,

that he never had what is called an Impulſe, or a strong Im-

preffion on his Imagination, inThings of Religion, in his Life.

But owned, that during the ſhort Time that he thought well

andpowerful Exerciſe, in one Reſpect or other. His Heart appears to

have been exerciſed, in a continued Courſe, in ſuch Things as thefe

that follow : The moſt ardent and pure Love to GOD ; great

Weanedneſs from the World, and Senſe of its Vanity ; great

Humiliation ; a moſt abafing Senſe of his own Vileness ; a deep

Senſe of indwelling Sin, which indeed was moſt evidently, by

far, the greatest Burden of his Life, and more than all other

Afflictions that he met with, put together ; great Brokennels of

ofHeart beforeGOD, for his ſmall Attainments inGrace, thathe

lovedGODſo little, &c. mourning that he was ſo unprofitable ; Long-

ings and earnest Reachings of Soul after Holiness ; earnest Defires

thatGOD might be glorified, and that CHRIST's Kingdom might be

advanced in the World ; Wrestlings with GOD in Prayer for theſe

Things ; Delight in theGospel of JESUS CHRIST, and the Way of

Salvation by him ; fweet Complacence in thoſe whoſe Converſation

favoured of true Holiness; Compaffion to the Souls ofMen, and ear-

neft Interceffions in fecret for them; great Refignation to the Will of

GOD; a very frequent, moſt ſenſible, renewed Renunciation of all

Things for CHRIST, and giving up himself wholly to GOD, in Soul

andBody ; great Diftruft of his own Heart, and univerſal Dependance

on GOD ; Longings after full Deliverance from the Body of Sin and

Death, and perfect Conformity to GOD, and perfectly glorifying him

inHeaven ; clearViews ofEternity, almoſtas thoughhe were actually

out ofthe Body, and had his Eyes open in another World; conftant
Watchfulness over his own Heart, and continual Carneſtneſs in his

inward Warfare with Sin ; together with great Care, to the utmon

to improve Time for GOD, in his Service, and tohis Glory.
of
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of theſe Things, he was tinged with that Spirit of falfe Zeal

that iswont to attend them. But ſaid that, even in this Time,

he was not in his Element, but as a Fiſh out of water. And

when, after a little while, he came clearly to fee the Vanity

and Perniciouſneſs of ſuch Things, it coft him Abundance of

Sorrow and Diſtreſs of Mind, and to my Knowledgehe after-

wards freely and openly confeſs'd the Errors in Conduct that he

had run into, and laid himself low before them thathehad of-

fended. And fince his Conviction of his Error in thoſe Re-

fpects, he has ever had a peculiar Abhorrence of that Kind of

bitter Zeal, and thoſe deluſive Experiences that have been the

principal Source ofit. He deteſted Enthuſiaſm in all its Forms

and Operations ; and abhor'd whatever in Opinion or

Experience feem'd to verge towards Antinomianism ; as, the

Experiences of thoſe whoſe firſt Faith conſiſts in believing that

CHRISTdied for them in particular ; and their firſt Love, in

loving GOD, becauſe they ſuppoſed they were the Objects of

his Love ; and their Aſſurance of their good Eſtate from fome

immediate Teſtimony, or Suggestion, either with, or without

Texts of Scripture, that their Sins are forgiven, that GOD

loves them, &c. And the Joys of ſuch as rejoiced more in

their own ſuppoſed Distinction from others, in Honour and

Privileges and high Experiences, than in GOD's Excellency

and CHRIST'S Beauty ; and the ſpiritual Pride of ſuch Lay-

Men, that arefor ſettingup themſelves as publick Teachers, and

erydownhuman Learning, and alearned Miniſtry. Hegreatly

naufeated aDiſpoſition inPerſons to muchNoiſeandShow inRe-

ligion, and affecting to be abundant in publiſhing and proclaim-

their own Experiences. Thoughhe did not condemn, but ap-

proved of Chriftians ſpeaking of their Experiences, on ſome

Occafions, and to ſome Perſons, with Modeſty, Difcretion and

Reſerve. He abominated the Spirit and Practice of the Gene

rality of the Separatists in this Land. I heard him ſay, once

and again, that he had been much with this Kind of People,

and was acquainted with many of them, in various Parts

and that by this Acquaintance, he knew that what was chiefly

and moſt generally in Repute amongst them, as the Power of

Godlineſs, was intirely a different Thing from that vital Piety

recommended in the Scripture, and had nothing in it of that

Nature. He never was more full in condemning theſeThings

thanin his laſt Illneſs, and after he ceased to have any Expeс-

tation of Life : And particularly whenhehad the greatest and

nearest Views of approaching Eternity ; and ſeveral Times,

when
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whenhe thought himself actually dying, and expected in a

few Minutes to be in the eternal World, as he himself told

me.
:

As

* Since this Sermon was preach'd, I find this that follows, inhis

Diary for the laſt Summer.

" Thursday June 18. Iwasthis Day taken exceeding ill, and bro't

"tothe Gates ofDeath.--- In this extreme weak State I continued for

" ſeveral Weeks ; and was frequently reduced ſo low as to be utterly

"ſpeechless, andnotableſomuch as to whiſper a Word. And even

"after Ihad fo far reviv'd, as towalkaboutHouſe, and to ſtep outof

**Doors, I was exerciſed, everyDay, with afaintTurn, which con-

"tinued uſuallyfour or five Hours. At which Times, though I was

"not utterly ſpeechless, ſobutthat Icould sayyes or no; yet, Icould

"notconverſeat all, nor ſpeak one Sentence without making Stops for

"Breath. And divers Times, in this Seaſon, my Friends gathered

"round myBed, to fee me breathe my laſt ; which they look'd for

"everyMoment, as I myselfalſo did.

"How I was the firstDay or two of my Illneſs, with Regard to

"the Exerciſe of Reaſon, I ſcarcely know : But I believe I was

" ſomething ſhatter'd, with the Violence ofthe Fever, at Times. But

"thethirdDayofmy Illneſs,andconftantlyafterwards, for four or five

* Weeks together, I enjoyed as much SerenityofMind, and Clearneſs

" ofThought, as perhaps I everdid in my Life. And I thinkmy

"Mind never penetrated with ſo much Eaſe and Freedom intodivine

Things, as at this Time ; and I never felt ſo capable of demonſtra-

"tingtheTruth ofmanyimportantDoctrines oftheGospel asnow.
"And as I saw clearly the Truth of thoſe great Doctrines, which

" are justly ſtiled the DOCTRINES of GRACE ; ſo I saw with no

"leſs Clearneſs, that theEſſence of trueReligion conſiſtedinthe Soul's

"Conformity to GOD, and acting above all ſelfiſh Views, for his

"Glory, longingto be for him, tolivetohim, andpleaſe andhonour

" him in all Things ; and that, from a clearView of his infinite Ex-

"cellencyand Worthineſs, inhimself, tobe loved, adored, worſhip-

"ed andſerved,by all intelligentCreatures. Thus I saw that whena

"Soul loves GOD with a ſupreme Love, he therein acts like the

"bleſſedGOD himself, who moſt juſtly loves himself in that Manner;

" ſo whenGOD's Intereſt and his are become one, andhe longs that

"GODſhouldbe glorified, and rejoyces to think that he is unchange-

"ably poſſeſs'd ofthe highest Glory and Bleſſedneſs, herein alfo he

"acts in Conformity to GOD. In like manner, when the Soul is

fully reſigned to, and reſts ſatisfied and contented with the divine

"Will, here he is alſo conformed toGOD.

"

" I ſaw further that as this divine Temper, whereby the Soul ex-

"alts GOD, and treads it ſelf in theDuft, is wrought in the Soul by

"GOD's diſcovering his own glorious Perfections, in the Faceof

"JESUS CHRIST, to it, by the ſpecial Influences ofhisHOLYSPIRIT;
fo
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As his inward Experiences appear to have beenof the right

Kind, and were very remarkable as to their Degree, fo was his

outward

",fo he could notbut have regard to it, as his own Work : And as it

"is his Image intheSoul, he could notbut take Delight in it. Then

*"1faw again that ifGOD ſhould flight and reject his own moral

"Image,hemust needsdeny himſelt; which hecannotdo.Andthus I

" faw the Stability and Infallibility of this Religion ; and that thoſe

" who were truly poffeffed of it, hadthemost compleat and fatisfying

"Evidence of their being interested in all the Benefits of CHRIST'S

"Redemption, having theirHearts conformedto him, and that theſe,

*" and theſe only were qualified for theEmployments and Entertain-
" ments of GOD's Kingdom ofGlory ; as none but theſe would

"have any Reliſh ofthe Buſineſs ofHeaven, which is to aſcribe Glo-

ry to GOD, and not to themselves ; and that GOD ( though I

"would ſpeak it with great Reverence of his Name and Perfections)

"could not, without denying himlelf, finally caft fuch away.

66

" The next Thing Ihad then to do,was to enquire whether this

was myReligion. And hereGOD was pleaſed to help me to the

"moſtcaſyRemembrance, and critical Review of whathad paffed in

" Courſe, of a religious Nature, through ſeveral of the latter Years

" ofmyLife. And altho' I could diſcover much Corruption attending
“

my beit Duties, many felfiſh. Views and carnal Ends, much ſpiritual

" Pride, and Self-Exaltation, and innumerable other Evils which com-

"paſſed me about ; Iſay, altho' I now diſcerned the Sins of my holy

" Things,as well as other Actions ; yetGOD was pleaſed, as Iwas re-

"viewing, quickly to put this Queſtion out ofdoubt, by ſhewing me

" that I had, from Time toTime, acted above the utmost Influence

" of meer Self Love ; that I had longedtopleaſe and glorify him, as

my highest Happineſs, &c. And this Review was through Grace

" attended with a preſent Feeling of the fame divine Temper of

"Mind. Ifelt now pleas'd to think of the Glory of GOD; and

"long'd for Heaven, as a State wherein I might glorify GOD per-

" fectly, rather than a Place of Happiness for myſelf. And this Feel-

"ing of the Love ofGOD in my Heart, which I trust the SPIRIT of

"GOD excited in me afreſh, was ſufficient to give me full Satisfaction,

andmake me long, as I hadmany Times before done, to be with

"CHRIST. I did notnow want any of the sudden Suggestions,

"that many are ſo pleaſed with, That CHRIST and his Benefits are

" mine, ThatGOD loves me, inOrder to give me Satisfaction about
“

my State. No, my Soul now abhor'd thoſe Deluſions of Satan ;

" which are thoughtto be the immediateWitneſs of the Spirit, while

" there is nothing but an empty Suggestion of a certain Fact, without
“

any gracious Diſcovery of thedivine Glory, or of the Spirit's Work

"in their own Hearts. I saw the awful Delusion of this Kind of

46

" Confidences ; as well as of the whole of thatReligion, which they

usually ſpring from, or at least, are the Attendants of; the falfe

Religion
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outward Behaviour and Practice agreeable. He in his whole

Courſe acted as one who had indeed fold all for CHRIST , and

had entirely devoted himself to GOD, and made his Glory

his highest End, and was fully determined to ſpend his whole

Time and Strength in his Service. He was lively in Religion,

in the right Way : Lively, not only, nor chiefly, with his

Tongue, in profeſſing and talking ; but lively in the Work

and Buſineſs of Religion. He was not one of thoſe which are

for contriving Ways to ſhunthe Croſs, and get to Heaven with

Eafe and Sloth ; but was ſuch an Inſtance of one living

a Life of Labour and Self-Denial,and ſpending his Strength and

Subſtance, in pursuing that great End, the Glory of his RE-

DEEMER , that perhaps is fcarcely to be parallel'd in this Age,

in theſe Parts of the World. Much of this may be perceived

by any one that reads his printed Journal ; but much more bas

been learn'd by long intimate Acquaintance with him, and by

looking into his Diary fince his Death, that he purpoſely con-

cealed in what he publiſhed.

And as his Defires and Labours for the Advancement of

CHRIST's Kingdom were great, fo was his Succeſs. GOD

was pleaſed to make him the Inſtrument of bringing to paſs the

moft remarkable Things among the poor Salvages, in enlight-

ning, awakening, reforming and changing their Difpofition and

"Religion of the late Day, though aDay of wondrous Grace ; the

Imaginations and Impreſſions made onlyon theanimal Affections ;

"together with the ſudden Suggestions, made to the Mindby Satan

"transform'd into anAngel of Light, of certain Facts, not revealed

" in Scripture: Theſe, I ſay, and many like Things, I fear have

made up the greater Part of the religious Appearances in many

"Places.

66

" Theſe Things I ſaw with great Clearneſs, when Iwas thought

" to be dying, andGOD gave me great Concern for hisChurch and

" Interest in the World at this Time : Notso much becauſe the lave

"remarkable Influence upon the Minds of People was abated. and al-

" moſt wholly gone, as because ofthe falſe Religion, the Heats of

Imagination, and wild and ſelfiſh Commotions of the animalAffecti-

ons, which attendedthe Work of Grace, had prevailed fofar. This

" was that which my Mind dwelt upon, almoſt Day and Night :

"And this, to me, was the darkeſt Appearance, reſpecting Religion,

" in the Land. For 'twas this chiefly that had prejudiced the World

66

66

against inward Religion. And this I faw was the great Mifery of

"all, that ſofew faw any Manner of Difference between thoſe Exer-

" cifes that were ſpiritual and holy, and those whichhave Self Love

only, for their Beginning,Center and End."

E Manners,
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Manners, and wonderfully transforming them, that perhaps any

Inſtance can be produced of, in theſe latter Ages oftheWorld.

AnAccount of which has been given the Publick, in his Jour-

nals, drawn up byOrder of the Honourable Society in Scotland,

that employed him : Which I would recommend to the Per-

ufal of all ſuch as take Pleaſure in the wonderful Works of

GOD's Grace, and would readthat which will peculiarly tend

both to entertain, and profit a Chriſtian Mind.

No leſs extraordinary thanthe Things already mentioned of

him in Life, was his conſtant Calmneſs, Peace, Affurance and

Joy in GOD, during the long Timehe look'd Death in the

Face, without the leaft Hope of Recovery ; continuing with-

out Interruption to the laſt ; while his Distempervery ſenſibly

prey'd upon his Vitals, from Day to Day, and often brought

him to that State, that he look'd upon himself,and wasthought

by others, to be dying. The Thoughts ofapproachingDeath

never ſeemed in the leaft todamp him, but rather to encourage

him,andexhilerate his Mind. And the nearerDeath approach'd,

the more defirous he ſeem'd tobe of it. Hesaid, not longbe-

fore his Death, that " the Confideration of the Day ofDeath,

" and the Day of Judgment, had a long Time been pecu-
66

liarly ſweet to him." And at another Time, that " he

" could not but think of the Meetneſs there was inthrowing

" ſuch a rotten Carcass as his into the Grave : It seemed to

" him to be the Right Way of diſpoſing of it. " He often

uſed the Epithet Glorious, when ſpeaking of the Day of his

Death, calling it that glorious Day. On a Sabbath-Day-Morn-

ing, Sept. 27. feeling an unusual violent Appetite to Food, and

looking on it as a Sign of approaching Death, he said " he

" ſhould look on it as a Favour, if this might be his dying

Day, and that he longed forthe Time." He had before

expreſſed himself defirous of feeing his Brother again, whoſe

Return had been expected from the ferfeys ; but then (ſpeak-

| ing ofhim) he said, " I am willing togo, and never fee him

again : I care not what I part with, to be forever with the

" LORD." Being aſked, that Morning, how he did ; he

anfwered, " I am almoſt in Eternity : GOD knows, I long
66

to be there. My Work is done : I have done with all my

" Friends : All theWorld is nothing to me." On the Even-

ing of the next Day, when he thought himself dying, and

was apprehended to be fo by others, and he could utter himself

only by broken Whiſpers, he often repeated the Word Eter-

mity; and faid, " I shall soon be with the holy Angels."---

He
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" He will come; he will not tarry."---He told me one Night,

as he went to Bed, that " he expected to die that Night :"

Andadded, I am not at all afraid, I am willing to go this

" Night, if it be the Will of GOD. Death is whatI long

" for." He ſometimes expreſſed himself as " having nothing

" to do but to die ; and being willing to go that Minute, if

" it was the Will ofGOD. He ſometimes uſed that Expref-

fion, Owhy is his Chariot ſo long in coming !
66

Hefeem'd to have remarkable Exerciſes of Refignation to the

Will of GOD. He once told me, that " he had longed for

" theOut- pouring of the HOLY SPIRIT of GOD, and the

" glorious Times of the Church ; and hoped they were com-

" ing ; and ſhould have been willing to have lived to promote

" Religion at that Time, if that hadbeenthe Willof GOD.

" But (fays he) I am willing it ſhould be as it is : I would

" not have the Choice to make for my felf for Ten Thouſand

" Worlds." *

He feveral Times ſpake of the different Kinds of Willing-

neſs to die : And ſpoke of it as an ignoble mean Kind of

Willingness to die, to be willing, only to get rid of Pain, or

to go to Heaven only to get Honour and Advancement there.

Hisown Longings for Death ſeemed to be quite of a different

Kind, and for nobler Ends. When he was firſt taken with

ſomething like a Diarrhea, which is looked upon as one of the

Jaſt and moſt fatal Symptoms in a Conſumption,he faid, “ Ο
66

now the glorious Time is coming ! I have longed to ſerve

" GOD perfectly ; and GOD will gratify theſe Defires."

And at oneTime and another, in thelatter Part of his Illneſs,

heuttered theſe Expreſſions. " My Heaven is, to pleaſe GOD,

"and glorify him, and give all to him, and to be wholly de-

" voted to his Glory : That is the Heaven I long for : That

" is my Religion ; and that is my Happiness ; and always
66

was, ever fince I ſuppoſed I had any true Religion : And

"all thoſe that are of that Religion, ſhall meet me inHeaven.

" ---I don't go to Heaven to be advanced, but togive Honour

" to GOD. 'Tis no Matter where I ſhall he ſtation'd in

*Hewrites thus in his Diary, " Aug. 23. 1747. In the Week

" paſt, I had divers Turns of inwardRetreſhing. Though my Body
"

was inexpreſſibly weak,followed continuallywithAgues andFevers,

" ſometimes my Saul center'd in GOD as my only Portion , and I

" feltI ſhould be forever unhappy, if he did not reign. I faw the

" Sweetness and Happiness of being his Subject, athisDiſpoſal. This

" made allmy Difficulties quickly vaniſh.

Heaven,
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Heaven, whether I have a high or low Seat there,but tolove

and pleaſe and glorifyGOD.---If I had a Thousand Souls,

" if they were worth any Thing, I would give 'em all to

" GOD : But Ihave nothing togive, when all is done. ----
66

66

८८

It is impoſſible for any rational Creature to be happy with-

out acting all for GOD : GOD himself could not make

me happy any other Way.---I long to be in Heaven, praif-

ing and glorifying GOD with the holy Angels ; all my

" Defire is to glorify GOD.---My Heart goes out to theBu-

rying-Place, it seems to me a defirable Place : But O to

glorify GOD ! That is it ! That is above all !--- 'Tis a

great Comfort to me to think that I have done a little for

“ GOD in the World : 'Tis but a very ſmall Matter ; yet

" I have done a little ; and I lament it that I have notdone

“

“

66

८८

66

more for him.---There is nothing in theWorld worth living

for, but doing Good, and finiſhing God's Work, doing the

Work that CHRIST did. I ſee nothing else in the World

" that canyield any Satisfaction, befides living to GOD, pleaf-

८८

“

ing him, and doing his whole Will.---My greatest Joy and

" Comfort has been to do something for promoting the Inter-

" eſt of Religion, and the Souls of particular Perfons." *

After

* In his Diary he writes thus ; " Sept. 7. 1747, When I was in

great Diſtreſs of Body, my Soul defired that GOD ſhould be glori-

" fied. I saw there was no Heaven but this. I could not but fpeak

tothe By-ſtanders then, of the only Happineſs, viz. Pleaſing GOD.

O that I could forever live to GOD ! The Day, I trust, is at

"Hand, The perfect Day ! O the Day of Deliverance from all

“

" Sin !"

"

"

66

"

"

Sept. 19. Near Night, while I attempted to walk a little, my

Thoughts turned thus ; How infinitely ſweet it is to love GOD,

" and be all for him ! Upon which it was ſuggeſted to me, You are

not an Angel, not lively and active. To which my wholeSoul im-

mediately reply'd, I as fincerely desire to love and glorify GOD, as

any Angel in Heaven. Upon which it was ſuggeſted again,But you

are filthy, not fit for Heaven. Hereupon inſtantly appeared the

" bleffed Robes of CHRIST's Righteousness, which Icould not but

" exult and triumph in. I view'd the infinite Excellency of GOD ;

*" and my Soul even broke with Longings, that GOD ſhould be glo-

" rified. I thought of Dignity in Heaven : But inſtantly the Tho't

returned, I don't go toHeaven to get Honour, but to give all pof-

fibleGlory and Praise. O how I longed that GOD ſhould be

glorified on Earth alfo ! OI was made, for Eternity, if GOD

might be glorified ! Bodily Pains I cared not for; though I was

then

66

"

66
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After he came to be in ſo low a State, that he ceased to

have the leaft Expectation of Recovery, his Mind was peculi-

arly carried forth with earnest Concern for the Prosperity of

the Church of GOD on Earth : Which ſeem'd very mani-

feftly to ariſe from apure difintereſted Love to CHRIST, and

Defire of his Glory. The Profperity of Zion, was a Theme

that hedwelt much upon, and ſpake much of ; and more and

more, the nearer Death approach'd. He told me when near

hisEnd, that " he never, in all his Life, had his Mind ſoled

" forth in Defires and earnest Prayers for the flourishing of

" CHRIST's Kingdom on Earth, as fince he was brought fo

" exceeding low atBoston." He seem'd much to wonder,that

there appearedno more ofa Difpofition in Minifters and People,

to pray for the flourishing of Religion through the World.

And particularly, he feveral Times expreſs'd his Wonder, that

there appear'd no more Forwardneſs to comply with the Pro-

poſal latelymade from Scotland, for united extraordinary Prayer

among GOD's People, for the Coming of CHRIST's Kingdom ,

and fent it as his dying Advice to his own Congregation, that

they ſhould practiſe agreeable to that Propoſal.

66

But a little before his Death, he said to me, as Icame into

theRoom, My Thoughts have been employed on the old

" dear Theme, the Profperity of GOD's Church on Earth.

" As I waked out of Sleep (faid he) I was led to cry for the

" pouring out of GOD's Spirit, and the Advancement of

" CHRIST'S Kingdom, which the dear Redeemer did andfuf-

" feredſo much for : 'Tis that eſpecially makes melong for it."f

" then in Extremity, I never felt eaſier ; I felt willing to glorify

" GOD in that State of bodily Diſtreſs, as long ashe pleas'd I ſhould

"continue ſo. TheGrave appeared really ſweet, and I longed to

"lodge my weary Bones in it : But O that GOD might be glo-

" rified ! This was the Burden of all my Cry. O I knew I ſhould

"be active as an Angel inHeaven, and that I should be stripp'd of

"my filthy Garments ! So that there was no Objection, But O to

"love and praise GOD more, to pleaſe him forever ! This my Soul

"panted after, and even now pants for, while I write. O that

"GOD may be glorified in the whole Earth ! LORD, let thy King-

"dom come . I longed for a Spirit of Preaching to defcend and reft

" on Minifters, that they might addreſs the Confciences of Men with

"Cloſeneſs and Power. I ſaw,GOD had the Residue of the Spirit ;

**andmySoul longed it ſhould be poured out from on high. Icould

" not but plead withGOD for mydearCongregation, that he would

"preſerve it, and not fuffer his great Name to loſe its Glory in that

Work ; My Soul ſtill longing, that GOD mightbeglorified."

1

1

But
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But a few Days before his Death, he defired us to fing a

Pfalm that was concerning the Profperity of Zion ; which, he

fignified that his Mind was engaged in the Thoughts of, and

Defires after, above all Things ; and at his Defire we ſang a

Part of the 102 Pfalm. And when we had done, though he

was then fo low that he could ſcarcely ſpeak, he ſo exerted

himſelf, that he made a Prayer, very audibly, wherein, beſides

praying for thoſe preſent, and for his own Congregation, he

earnestly prayed for the reviving and flourishing of Religion in

! the World.

1

His ownCongregation eſpecially lay much on his Heart. He

often ſpake of them: And commonly when hedid ſo, it was

with extraordinary Tenderness ; ſo that his Speech was in-

terrupted anddrowned with Weeping.

Thus Ihave endeavoured to repreſentſomething of theCha-

racter and Behaviour of that excellent Servant of CHRIST,

whoſe Funeral is now tobe attended. Though I have done it

very imperfectly ; yet I have endeavoured to do it faithfully,

and as in the Preſence and Fear of GOD, without Flattery ;

which ſurely is to be abhorred in Ministers of the Gospel,

when ſpeaking as Meſſengers of the LORD of Hofts.

Such Reaſon have we to be fatisfied that the Perſon that has

been ſpoken of, now he is abſent from the Body,is preſent with

the LORD, And not only ſo,but alſo, with him, now wears

a Crown of Glory, of distinguiſh'd Brightneſs,

And how much is there in the Confideration ofſuch anEx-

ample, and ſo bleſſed an End, to excite us, who are yet alive,

with the greatest Diligence and Earnestnefs, to improve the

Time of Life, that we alſo may go to be with CHRIST, when

we forſake the Body ? The Time is coming, and will foon

come, we know not how foon, when we must eternally

take Leave of all Things here below, to enter on a fixed un-

alterable State in the eternal World. O, how well is it worth

the while to labour and ſuffer and deny our ſelves, to lay up in

Store a good Foundation of Support and Supply, against that

Time! Howmuch is ſuch a Peace,as we have heard of, worth

at ſuch a Time ! And how diſmal would it be, tobe in ſuch

Circumstances, under the outward Diſtreſſes ofaconſuming,

diffolving Frame, and looking Death in the Face fromDay to

Day, with Hearts uncleanſed, and Sin unpardon'd, under a

dreadful Load of Guilt and divine Wrath, having much Sorrow

and Wrath in our Sickneſs, and nothingto comfort and ſupport

our Minds, nothing before us but a ſpeedyAppearance, before

ale

1
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theJudgment-Seat of an almighty, infinitely holy, and angry

GOD, and an endleſs Eternity in ſuffering his Wrath without

Pity or Mercy ! The Perſon we have been ſpeaking of, had a

great Senſe of this. He said, not long before his Death, "Tis

" fweet to me to think of Eternity : The Endleſneſs of it

" makes it ſweet. But, Oh what ſhall I ſay to the Eternity

" of the Wicked !---I can't mention it, nor think of it ! ---

" The Thought is too dreadful !"---At another Time, ſpeak-

ingofanHeart devoted toGOD and his Glory, he said,

" of what Importance is it to have ſuch a Frame of Mind,

" ſuch an Heartas this, when we come to die ! 'Tis this now

" that gives me Peace."

How much is there, in particular, intheThings that have

been obſerved of this eminent Minister of CHRIST, to excite

us, who are called to the ſame great Work of the Gofpel-

Miniftry, to earnest Care and Endeavours, that we may be in

like Manner faithful in our Work ; that we may be fill'd

with the fame Spirit, animated with the like pure and fervent

Flame of Love toGOD, and the like earnest Concern to ad-

vance the Kingdom and Glory of our Lord and Mafter, and

the Profperity of Zion ? How amiable did theſe Principles ren-

der this Servant of CHRIST in his Life, and how bleſſed in his

End ? The Time will foon come, when we alſo muſt leave

our earthly Tabernacles, and go to our LORD that ſent us to

labour in his Harvest, to render an Account of our ſelves to

him. O how does it concern us ſo to run as not uncertainly ;

ſo to fight, notas thoſe that beat theAir ? And ſhould not what

wehave heard excite us to Care to depend on GOD for his

Help and Aſſiſtance in our great Work, and to be much in

ſeeking the Influences of his Spirit, and Succeſs in our Labours,

by Fafting and Prayer ; which the Perſon that has been ſpoken

of was abundant in ? This Practice he earnestly recom-

mended onhis Death-Bed, from his own Experience of the

greatBenefits of it, to ſome Candidates for the Ministry that

ſtood by his Bed-Side : And was often ſpeaking of the

great Need Minifters have of much of the Spirit of

CHRIST in their Work, and how little Good they are like

to dowithout it ; and how " when Minifters were under the
66

ſpecial Influences of the Spirit of GOD, it affifted them to

" come at the Conſciences of Men, and (as he expreſſed it)

as it were to handle them with Hands : Whereas, without

*" the Spirit of GOD, (faid he) whateverReaſon andOratory

we makeUfe of, wedo but make Ufe of Stumps, instead

"of Hands."

66
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Othat the Things that were ſeen and heardin this extra

| ordinary Perfon, his Holiness, Heavenlineſs, Labour and Self-

denial in Life, his fo remarkable devoting himself and his All,

in Heart and Practice, to the Glory of GOD, and the won-

derful Frame of Mind manifeſted, in ſo ſtedfaſt a Manner, un-

der the Expectation of Death, and the Painsand Agonies that

brought it on, may excite in us all, both Minifters and People,

adueSenſe of the Greatness of the Work we have to do in the

World, the Excellency and Amiableness of thorough Religion

in Experience and Practice, and the Bleſſedneſs of the End of

fuch, whoſe Death finiſhes ſuch a Life, and the infinite Value

of their eternal Reward, when abſent from the Body and pre-

fent with the LORD ; and effectually ftir us up toEndeavours

that in the Way of ſuch an holy Life, we may at laftcome

to fo bleſſed anEnd. Amen.

;:

FINIS.

BAITISH

29J173

MUSEU

A

ADVERTISEMENT.

Now in the Preſs, and will foon be Publiſhed,

HumbleAttempt to promote an explicit Agreement and viſible

Union ofGod's People through the World, in extraordinary

Prayer, for the Revival of Religion and theAdvancement of Chrift's

Kingdom on Earth, pursuant to Scripture-Promises and Prophecies

concerning the last Time. Occaſion'd by a late Memorial publiſhed

byaNumberof Ministers in Scotland, and ſentover toAmerica ; giving

anAccount of a certain Concert for Prayer, which has been already

come into by many Minifters andOthers inGreat-Britain and ſome

other Parts, and in whichThey defire the general Concurrence oftheir

Chriftian Brethren every where. Containing a Copy of the ſaid Me-

morial, with a more particular View ofthe Affair it relates to ; aVa-

rietyof Arguments andPerſuaſives to complywith the Motiontherein

made, for united and extraordinary Prayer ; and Answers to fome

Objections : Together with ſeaſonable Confiderations on the Aſpects

of Providence in many late wonderful Diſpenſations, and the preſent

State of Things in the Church and moral World ; pointing out the

Fulfilling of the Scriptures, and the Voice ofGod to his People, in

theſeEvents. By Jonathan Edwards, A. M. Minister of theGoſpel

Northampton. To be fold by D. Henchman in Cornhil.
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