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Abfent from the Body,

AND

Prefent \Vlth the LOR D. |

II Cok. ' 8.

We are confident, I' [ay, am’ uz[/rz'r
rather to be abfent from the Body, a;za'
20 be _prq/?mt with sze Lorp.

HE Apoftle in this Place is giving a Reafon why
he went on with fo much Boldnefs and immova-
ble Stedfaftnefs, through fuch Labours, Sufferings
and Dangers of his Life, in the Service of his
Lorp ; for which his Enemies, the falfe Teach-
ers among the Corinthians, fometimes reproach’d him, as being
befide himfelf, and driven on” by a Kind of Madnefs. In the
latter Pare of the preceeding Chapter, the Apoftle informs the
Chriftian Corinthians, that the Reafon why he did thus, was,
that he firmly believed the Promifes that CHRIsT had made
to his faithful Servants of a plorious future eternal Reward,
and knew that thefe prefent Aflliions were light, and but
for a Moment, in Comparifon of that far more exceeding ard
eternal Weight of Glory. The fame Difcourfe is continued
in this Chapter ; 3 wherein the Apoftle further infifts on the
Reafon he had given of his Conftancy in fuffering, and expo-

- fing himfelf to Death in the Work of the Miniftry, even the
more happy State he expe&ed after Death, And this is the
Subje&t of my Text ; whercia may be obfc:vcd

I, rfi,-"
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1. The great future Privilege, which the Apoftle hoped for
that of being prefent with Crurist, The Words in the Orit
ginal properly fignify dwelling with Chrift, as in-the fame
Country or City, or making an Home with CHRisT.

2. When the Apoftle looked for this Privilege, wiz. when
he fhould be abfent from the Rody. Not to wait for -ie-*till
the Refurre@ion, when Soul and Body fhoyld be united again,
He fignifies the fame Thing in his Epiftle to the Philippians,
Chap. i. 22, 23. Byt if I live in the Flefb, this is the Fruit of
my Labour. Yet what I fball chufe, 1 wot not. For I am in
a Strait batween two ; haying ¢ Defire to depart, and to be with
CHRIST, ' ' R

3. The Value the Apoftle fet on this Priviledge, It was fuch,
that for the Sake of it, he chofe ta be abfent from the Body.
He was willing rather, or ( as the Word propetly fignifies”) it
svere more pleafing te bim, to part with the prefent Life, and all
its Enjoyments, and be poffefled of this great Benefit, than
to continue here, o ‘

4. The prefent Benefit, which the Apoftle had by his Faith
and Hope of this future Priviledge, and of his great Value for
it ; - wiz. that hence be received Courage, Afluranceand Con-
ftancy of Mind : agreable to the proper Import of the Word
that is render’d, we gre confident. - The Apoftle is now giving a
Reafon of that Fortitude and immovable Stability of Mind,
with which he went through thofe extreme Labours, Hardfhips
and Dangers, which he mentions in this Difcourfe ; fo that in
the midft of all, he did not faint, was not difcouraged, .but had
conftant Light, and inward Support, Strength and Comfortin
the midft of all : agreable to the 10 v. of the foregoing Chapter,
For whichCayfe, we faint not : But the* our outward Klan perifb,
yet the inward Man is renewed Day by Day., And the fame ‘is
expreffed more particularly in the 8, 9, and 10 Verfes of that
Chap. Weare troubled on every Side, yet mot diffreffed 5 we are
perplexed, but not in Defpair ; perfecuted, but not forfaken 5 céf?
down, but not deflroyed :  always bearing about 1n the Body the
dying of the LorD JEsus, that the Life alfo of JEsus might te
made manifeft in our mortal Flyh, And in the next Chap. %.
4. ----10. In all Things af’prwing our felues as Miniflers of
GOD, in much Patience,in Afffictions, in Neceffities, in Diftreffés,
inStripes, in Imprifonments, in Tumults,in Labburs, in Watchings,
in Faflings 5 by Purenefs, by Knowledge, by Longfuffering. by
Kindnefs, by the HoLy GHosT, by Love unfeigned, by the Wird
of Truth, by the, Power of GQP, by the Armour of Righteoufnifs
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o# the Right Hand and on the Left, by Honour and Difbomeur 3

by evil Report and gosd Report i as Deceivers, and yet tiue ; as

- unknoton, and yét well known ; as dying, and behold we live 5 as
thaflew’d, and not killed 5 as forrowful, yet alway rejoycing 5 as
poor, yet making many rich 3 as having nothing, and yet poffeffing
all Things.

"~ Among the many ufeful Obfervations there might be raifed
from .the Text, I fhall at this Time only infit on that which
Kes moft plainly before us in the Words ;3 wiz. This, ‘ ‘

* 'The Souls of true Saints, when they leave their Bodies at
" Death, go to be with CHRIsT. !

" Depdrted Souls of Saints go to be with CHR1sT, in the fol-
towing Refpets: - .

" I. They go to dwell in the fame blefled Abode with the -
glorified human Nature of CHRrIsT.

- ‘The human Nature of CHRIsT is yet in Being, He ftill
continues, and will continue to all Eternity, to be both GOD
and Man, His whole human Nature remains : not only his
hufran Soul, but alfo his human Body. Hi¢ dead Body rofe
from the Dead ; and the fame that was raifed from the Dead;
is'exalted and glorified at GOD’s Right Hand ; That which
was déad, is now alive, and lives for evermore. ‘

- And therefore there is a certain Place, a particular Part of
the extérnal Creation, to which CHRrIsT is gone, and where
Heremains. And this Place is that which we call the bighe?
Heavin, or the Heaven of Heavens :  a Place beyond all the
vifible Heavens, Eph, iv. 9, 16. Now that be afcended, what is
3, but that be alfo difcended firfl, into the lower Parts of the
Earth ?° He that defeended, is the fame alfo that afcended wp,
Jar above all Heavens. This is the fame which the Apoftle
qalls The third: Heaven, 2 Cor, xii. 2. reckoning the Aerial
Heaven as the firft, the ftarry Heaven as the fecond, and the
Bigheft Heaven as the third, This is the Abode of the holy
Angels : they are called the Angels of Heaven, Matt, xxiv. 36,
YBe Angels which are in Heaven, Matk xiii. 32, The Angels of
. €OD in Heaven, Matt. xxii. 30. and Mark xii. 25. They are,
faid always to bebold the Face of the Father which is in Heaven,

at, xviii,1o. And they are clfewhere often reprefented asbefore
the Throne of- GOD, or furrounding his Throne in Heaven,
a‘.ia‘d fent from thence, and defcending from thenge on Meflages

to
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to this World. And thither it is, that the Souls of departed
Saints are condu@ed, when they die. T'hey are not referved
in fome Abode diftin& from the higheft Heaven ; a Place of
Reft, which they are kept in, till the Day of Judgment ; fuch
as fome imagine, which they call the Hades of the happy:  but
they po dire@ly to Heaven it felf. This is the Saints Home,
being their Father’sHoufe: they are Pilgrjms andStrangers on the
~ Earth, and this is the other. and better Country that they are
~ travelling to: (Heb. xi. 13----16,) This is the City they
belong to 5 Philip, iii. 20. Qur Converfation, or (as the Wor
properly fignifies ) Gitizenfbip, is in Hraven. : Therefore this
undoubtedly is the Place the Apoftle has refpe& toin.my Text,
when he fays, 7Ve are willing to forfake sur former Haufe, the
Bedy, and to dwell in the fame Haufe, City or Country, wherein
Cur1sT dwells; ( which is the proper Import, of the Words of
the Original. } What can this Houfe or City or Country be,
but that Houfe, which is elfewhere fpoken.of, . as their proper
Home, and their Father’s Houfe, and the City and Country to
which they properly belong, and whither they are travelling all
the while they continue in this World, and the Houfe, City
and Country where we know the human Nature of CHRIST
is? This is the Saints Reft 3 here their Hearts are while they
live 5 and here their Trealure is : Tbe Inberitance incorruptibley
and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, that is defigned for them,
is referved in Heaven ; (1 Pet. 1. 4.) and therefore they
never can have theic proper and full Reft till they come here.
So that undoubtedly their Souls, when abfent from their
Bodies, ( when the Scriptures reprefent them as in a State of .
perfe&t Reft ) ‘arrive hither, Thofe two Saints, that left this
Woild, to go to their Reft in another  World, without dying,
viz. Enoch and Elijah, went to Heaven, Elijab was feem
afcending up to Heaven, as CHRIsT was, And to the fame
refting Piace, is there all Reafon to think, that thofe Saints go,
that leave the World, to go to their Reft, by Death, Mofes,’
when he died in the Top of the Mount, afcended to the fame
glorious Abode with £/ias, who afcended without dying. They
are Companions in another World ; as they appeared together
at Carist’sTransfiguration, They were together,at thatTime;
with CHRrIsT, in the Mount, when there was a Specimen or
Sample of his Glorification in Heaven. And doubtlefs they
werealo together afterwards, with him, when he was aQually
fully glorified in Heaven. And thither undoubtedly it was,
that the Soul of Stephen afcended, when he expired, 'The Cis-
‘ © 7 cumftances
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tumftances of his Death demonftrate it, as we have an Account
of it A&s vii. 55 &c. He being full of the HoLy GHosT, looked
up fledfafly inte Heaven, and faw the Glory of GOD, and
, J’l’!su: fanding en the Right Hand of GOD ; and faid, behold,
I fee the Heavens openied, and the Som of Man [ i. e. Jesus in
his human Nature ] fanding on the Right Hand of GOD. Then
they cried out with a loud Voice, and flopped their Ears,and ran
upon him with one Accord, and cafl him out of the City, and fioned ;
bim. ---- And they floned Stephen, calling upon GOD, and faying“ |
LorD JEsus receive my Spirit. Before his Death he had an™
- extraordinary View of the Glory that his Saviour had received
in-Heaven, not enly for himfelf, but for him, and'all his faithful !
Followers 5 that he might be encouraged by the- Hopes of this '
Glory, cheerfully to lay down his Life for his Sake, Accord-
ingly he dies in the Hope of this ; faying, LorD JEsus, re-
ceive my Spirit, By which doubtlefs be meant, ¢ receive my
Spirit to-be with thee, in that Glory, wherein I have now feen
thee, in Heaven, at the Right Hand of GOD.” And thither
it was that the Soul of the penitent Thief on the Crofs afcended.
“CHRIST faid to him, to Day, fhall theu be with mein Paradife.
Faradife is the fame with the third Heaven; as appears by
2 Cor. xii. 2, 3, 4. There that which iscalled the third Hraven
in the 2d Verle, in the 4th Verfe is called Paradife. The de-
parted Souls of the Apoftles and Prophets are in Heaven ; as is
manifeft from Rev. xviii. 20. Rejoyce over her, thon Heaven; -
and ye holy Apsfles and Prophets. The Church of GOD is
diftinguifhed in Scripture, from Time- to Time, into thefe two
‘Parts ; that Part of it thatis in Heaven, and that which is in
. Earth ; Eph: iii. 14, 15. JEsus CHRIsT, of whom the whole
Family in Heaven and bsartb is named. Col. 1. 20. And having
. made Peace by the Blood of bis Crofs, by bim to reconcile all Things
to bimfelf 5 by bim, I fay, whetherthey be Things in Earth, or
Things in Heaven. Now what Things in Beaven are they
- for whom Peace has been made by the Blood of CHRIsT’s
Crofs, and who have by him been reconciled to GOD, but
the Saints in' Heaven ? In like manner we read ( Eph. 1. 10."
of GOD’s gathering togetber in one, all Things, in CHRIST ;
both twhich are in Heaven, and which are on Earth ; etven in
bim. The Spirits of juf Men made perfect are in the fame
City of the living GOD, and heavenly Jerufalem, with ibe in- -
numerable Company of Angels, and JEsus the Mediator of the
- ‘mew Covemant ; as is manifeft by Heb. xit, 22, 23, 24. The
Church of GOD- is eften in Scripture called by the Name of
. o B 7"_“/'4/‘,”‘, N
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Ferufalem : and the Apoftle fpeaks of the Ferufalem which #s.

above, or which is in Heaven, as the Mother of us all : But if
no Part of the Church be in Heaven, or none but Enech and
Elias, ’tis not likely that the Church would be called zhe
Jerufalem which,is in Heaven, C

II. The Souls of true Saints, when they leave their Bodies
at Death, go to be with CHRIsT, as they go to dwell in the

' _immediate, full and conftant Sight or View of him.

When we are abfeat from our dear Friends, they are out
of Sight ; but when we are with them, we have the Oppor-

. tunity and SatisfaCtion of feeing them. So while the Saints are

.in the Body, and are abfent from the Lord, he is in feveral

Refpedls out of Sight 5 1 Pet. i. 8. Whem baving . not, feen, ye
bove : In whom, though now ye fee him not, yet  believing, &c.
They have indeed, in this World, a fpiritual Sight of CHRIST ;3
but théy fee through a Glafs darkly, and with great:Interrup-
tion : . But in Heaven, they fee him Face to Face, 1 Cor.
xiii. 12, The Pure in. Heart are bleffed 5 for they fhall fee GOD,
Matth, v. 8. Their beatifical Vifion of GOD'is in CHRIsT,
who is that Brightnefs or Effulgence of GOD’s Glory, by
which his Gloty fhines forth in Heaven, to the View of Saints
and Angels there, as well as here on Earth, This is the Sua
of Righteoufnefs, that is not only the Light of this World,
but is alfo the Sun that enlightens the heavenly Ferufalem ;
by ‘whofe bright Beams it is that the Glory of GOD fhines
forth there, to the enlightning and making happy all the glo-
rious Inhabitants. The Lamb is the Light thereof ; and fo the
Glory of GOD doth lighten it 5 Rev. xxi. 23. None fees
GOD the Father immediately, who is the King Eternal, Im-
mortal, Invifible : CHRIsT is the Jfmage of that Invifiblt GOD,
by which he is feen by all Ele@Creatures. The only-begotten Son
that is in.the Bofom of the Father, be hath declared him, and
manifefted him. None bas everimmediately feen the Father, but
1he Sen 3 and none elfe fees the Father any other Way, than by
she Son’s revealing bim. Andin Heaven, the Spirits of juft Men
made perfe&t da fee him ashe is. They behold his Glory,. Fhey
fee the Glory of bhis divine Nature, confifting in all the Glory
of the Godhead, the Beauty of all his Perfe&ions ; his great
Majefty, almighty Power, his infinite Wifdom, Holinefs- and
Grace, and they fee the Beauty of his glorified human Nature,
and the Glory which the Father hath given him, as GOD-
#an and Mediator, For this End CrRrisT defired that his

Saints _

.
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Saints might b with him, that téf_y might bebold his Glory, Joh.
xvii, 24. And when the Souls of the Saints leave their Bodies, -
to go to be with CHRIsT, they behold the marvellous Glory
of that great Work of his, the Work of Redemption, and of
the glorious Way of Salvation' by him ; which the Angels
defire to look into. They have 2 moft clear View of the un-
fathomable Depths of the manitold Wifdom and Knowledge
of GOD ; and the moft bright Difplays of the infinite Purity and
Holinefs of GOD, that do appear in that Wayand Work : And
fee in another-guefs Manner, than the Saints do here; wbat is[ :
‘the Breadth and Length and Depth and Height of the Grace -
and Love of CHRIsT, appearing in his Redemption, And as '
they fee the unfpeakable Riches and Glory of the Attribute of
GOD’s Grace, fo they moft clearly behold and underftand
CHRIST’s eternal and unmeafurable dying Love to them in
particular. And in fhort they fee every Thing in CHrIsT
that tends to kindle and enflame Love, and every Thing
that tends to gratify Love, and every Thing that tends to fa-
tisfy them : And that in the moft clear and glorious Manner,
‘without any Darknefs or Delufion, without any Impediment
.or Interruption.  Now the Saints, while in the Body, fee
-fomethipg of CHRr1sT’s Glory and Love ; as we, in the Dawn-~
ing of the Morning, fee fomething of the refle&ed Light of
‘the Sun. mingled with Darknefs : But when feparated from
-the Body, they fee their glorious and loving Redeemer, as we
-fee the Sun when rifen, and thewing his whole Difk above the
Horizon, by his dire@ Beams, in a clear Hemifphere, and
-with pertect Day. '

TII. The Souls of true Saints, when abfent from the Body,

go to be with Jesys CHRIsT, as they are brought into a moft
erfe&t Conformity 70, and Union with him. Their fpiritual
Conformity is begun while they are in the Body ; here be-
bolding as in a Glafs, the Glory of the LorD, they are chang-
ed into the fame Image : But when they come to fee him as
- he is, in Heaven, then they become like him, in another Man-
ner. - That perfe& Sight will abolifh all Remains of Deformity,
Difagreement and finful Unlikenefs ; as all Darknefs is abo-
lithed before the full Blaze of the Sun’s Meridian Light : 1
is impofiible that the leaft Degree of Qbfcurity thould remair
before fuch Light ; fo itis impoffible the leaft Degree of bii
- and-fpiritual Deformity fhould remain, in fuch a View of th:
fpiritual Beauty and Glory of CHRIST, a5 the Saints enjoy i

2. Hoaven
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 Heaven, when they fee that Sun of Righteoufnefs without 2
- Cloud, they themfelves thine forth as the Sun,and fhall be aslittlg -,
- Suns,without aSpot. For then is come theTime when CuRrisy =~ -
- prefents bis Saints to himfelf, in glorious Beauty ; not baving Spet
- or Wrinkley or any fuch Thing 5 and baving Holinefs witheut ¢
' Blemifb. And then the Saints Union with CHR1IsT is perfeCted,
‘This alfo is begun in this World. ‘The relative Union is both
begun and perfeted at once, when the Soul firft clofes with
CurisT by Faith : The real Union, confifting in the Union
. of Hearts and Affe@ions, and in the vital Union, is begun in
this World, and perfe@ed in the next. The Union of the
< Heart of a Believer to CHRIsT is begun when his Heart is
~drawn to CHRIsT, by the firft Difcovery. of divine Excellency,
at Converfion ; and confequent on this Drawing and Clofing
of his Heart with Curist, is eftablithed a vital Union with
CHRIST ; whereby the Believer becomes a living Branch of .
the true Vine, living by a Communicacion of the Sap and vi- -
tal Juice of the Stock and Root.; and a Member of CHrIsTS
myftical Body, living by a Communication of fpiritual and vi-
tal Influences from the Head, and by a Kind of Participation
of CHRrIsT’s own Life. But while the Saints are in the Body,
there is much remaining Diftance between CHRIST and them :
‘There are Remainders of Alienation, and the vital Union is
very imperfe€ ; and fo confequently, are the Communication
of fpititual Life and vital Influences : There is much between
CHRIsT and Believers to keep them afunder, much indwelling
Sin, much Temptation, an heavy-molded frail Body, and a
World of carnal Objeéts, to Keep off ‘the Soul from CHrisT,
and hinder a perfe&t Coalefcence.” But when the Soul leaves
the Body, all thefe Clogs and Hindrances fhall be removed,
every Separating Wall fhall be broken down, and every Impe-
diment taken out of the Way, and all Diftance fhall ceafe ;
the Heart fhall be wholly and perfeétly drawn, and moft firm-
ly and forever attached and bound to him, by a perfe&t View of
his Glory. And the vital Union fhall then be brought to Pex-
fection : The Soul fhall live perfe@ly in and upon CHRrIsT,
being perfe&ly fill’d with his Spirit, and animated by his vital
Influences ; living as it wereonly by CHrisT’s Life, without
any Remainder of fpiritual Death, or carnal Life,

1v. Dcparteci Souls of Saints are with CHRIsT, 2s they en-
joy a glotious and immediate Intercourfe and Converfe with

bim.
‘ ' While
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While we are prefent with our Friends, we have Opportu-
pity for that free and immediate Coaverfation with them, which
we cannot have in Abfence from them. And therefore, by
Reafon of the vaftly more free, perfe@® and immediate Inter-
courfe with CarisT, which the Saints enjoy when ablent fiom
the Body, they are fitly reprefented as piefent with him.

The moft intimate Intercourfe becomes that Relation that
the Saints ftand in to JEsus CHRIST : and efpeciaily becomes
that moft perfe® and glorious Union they fhall be brought
into with him in Heaven. They are not meerly CHRIST’S
Servants, but his Friends ( Fobm xv. 15. ) His Brethren and
Companions ; ( Pfal, cxxii. 8. ) yé they are the Spoufe of
CHrist, They are efpoufed or betrothed to CHRIsT while
in the Body ; but when they go to Heaven, they eater into the
King’s Palace, their Marriage with bim is come, and the King
Dbrings them into bis Chambers indeed. They then go to dwell
.with CHR1sT conftantly to enjoy the moft perfe& Converfe
with bhim. - CHRIsT converfed in the moft friendly Manner
with-his Difciples on Earth 3 he admitted one of them to lean
on his Bofom : But they are admitted imuch more fully and
freely to Converfe with bim in Heaven. ~Though CHRrIst
be there in a State of glorious Exaltation, reigning in the
Majefty and Glory of the Sovereign Lorp and GOD of
Heaven and Earth, Angels and Mea ; yet this will not hinder
Jatimacy and Freedom of Intercourfe, but rather promote it, .
‘For he is thus exalted, not only for himfelf, but for them ; “he
# inftated in this Glory of Head qver all Things for their Sakes,
that they might be exalted and glorified, and when they go to
-Heaven where he is, they are exalted and glorified with him ;
.and fhall not be kept at a more awful Diftance from CHRIsT,
but fhall be admitted nearer, and to a greater Intimacy. For
they fhall be unfpeakably mor¢ fit for it, and CHRIsT in more
fit Circumftances to beflow on them this Bleflednefs, Their
fecing the great Glory of their Friend and Redeemer, will not
awe them to a Diftance, and make them afraid of a near Ap-
proach ; buton the contrary, will moft powerfully draw them
near; and encourage and engage them to holy Freedom. For
they will know that it is he that is their own Redeemer, and
beloved Friend and Bridegroom ; the very fame thatloved them

- with 3 dying Love, and redeemed them to GOD by his Blood ;
Matt. xiv. 27, Jtis I; be not afraid, Rev.i. 17, 18. Fear
not : ---- I am he that liveth, and was dead. And the Nature
of this Glory of CHRIsT that they fhall fee, will be fuch as

will
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will draw and encourage them, for they will not only fee in<

~ fnite Majefty .and Greatnefs 3 but infinite Grace, Conde- .

fcenfion and Mildnefs, and Gentlenefs and - Sweetnefs,
equal to his Majefty. For he appears in :Heaven, not
- enly as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, but asthe Lamb, and
the Lamb in the midff of the Throne; ( Rev.v.s; 6.) and
this Lamb in the midft of the Throne fhall be their Shepherd,
> feed them, and dead them to living Fountains of Waters; Rev,
vii. 17. fo that the Sight of CHRIST’s great kingly Majefty
will bé no Terror to them ;  but will only ferve the more to
heighten their Pleafure and Surprize. W.hen Mary was about
~ to embrace CHR1sT, beifg full of Joy at the Sight of him again

alive after his Crucifixion, CHR1sT forbids her to do it, for the
prefent ; becaufe he was not yet afcended ; John xx. 16, 17.
Fefus faith unto ber, Mary. . She turned her felf, and faith unto
bim, Rabboni ; whichisto fay, Mafler. Fefus faith unto ber,
touch menot = for I am not yet afcended to my Father. But go
- o my Brethren, and fay unto them, I afcend unte my Father and
your Fathery to my GOD and your GOD, As if he had faid,
“¢ This is not the Time and Place for that :Freedom, ‘your
Love to me defires: That is appointed in Heaven, after my
:Afcenfion. T am going thither : and you that are my true Dif-
ciples, fhall, as my Brethren and Companions,foon be there with
‘me in-my Glory. And then there fhall be no Reftraint. That

is the Place appointed for the moft perfe& Expreffions of Com-. -

placence and Endearment,and full Enjoyment of mutual Love.”
-And - accordingly the Souls of departed Saints with CHRIsT
in Heaven, fhall have CHRIsT as it were unbofomed unto them,
manifetting - thofe infinite, Riches of Love towards them, that
bave been there from Eternity : And they fhall be enabled-to
exprefs their Love to him, in an infinitely better Manner than
ever they could while in the Body. Thus they fhall eat and
drink abundantly, and fwim in the Ocean of Love, and -be
eternally fwallowed up on the infinitely bright, and infinitely
mild and fweet Beams of divine Love ; cternally receiving that
Light, eternally full of it, and eternally compafled round with
it,and everlaftingly refle&ing it back again to the Fountain of it.\

* V. The Souls of the Saints, when they leave their Bodies at
Death, go to be with CHRIsT, as they are received to a glo-

rious ﬁcllowihip with CHRIsT in his Bleflednes. ¢ - :
As the Wife is received toa joint Pofleffion of her Hufband's
Eftate, and as the Wifg of a Prince partakes with him in bis
princely

gy
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princely Poffefiions and Honours 3 fo the Church, the Spoufe
of CarisT, when the Marriage comes, and fhe is received to
dwrell with him in Heaven, fhall partake with him in his Glory,
When CaRrist rofe from the Dead, and took Pofleffion’of e-

ternal Life ; - this was not as a private Perfon ; but as the pub- -

lick Head of all his redeemed People. He took Pofleflion of

it for-them, as well as for himfelf ; and they are guickned toge- |

" ther with him, and raifed up together. And fo when he afcend -

 ed into Heaven, and was exalted to great Glory there, this |

alfo was as a publick Perfon : He took Poflcflion of Heavea
not only for himfelf, but his People, as their Forerunner and
Head, that they might afcend alfo, and fit together in beavenly
Places with bim 5 Epb. ii. 5, 6. CHRIST writes upon them
bis New Name, Rev. iii. 12, i. . He makes them Partakers of
his own Glory and Exaltation in Heaven. - His new Name ia
tbat new Honour and Glory that the Father invefted him with,
when he fet him on his own right Hand : As a Prince, whea
he advances any- one to new Dignity in - his  Kingdom, gives

i
|

|

him a new Title. Curist and his Saints fhall be glorified .

,together, . Rom, viii, 17.

"The Saints in Heaven have Communion, a or joint Participa-

- tion, with CHRIsT ‘in his Glory and Bleflcdnefs in Heaven, ia
the following Refpeéts more efpecially.

}

. 1. They partake with him in the ineffable Delights he has ‘

in Heaven, in the Enjoyment of - his Fathes.

. When Curist afcended into Heaven, he was received to a

glorious and ' peculiar Joy and. Bleflednefs in the Enjoyment of

his Fatber, who in big Paffion hid his Face from him ; fuch :
an Enjoyment as became the Relation he flood in to the Father,

and fuch as was a meet Reward for the great and hard Service

be had performed on Earth, Then GOD fbewed bim the Path

of Life, and brought him into his Prefences where is Fulnefs of
oy, and to fit on his Right- Hand, wheve there are Pleafures

Jor evermore, as is faid of CHRIsT, Pfal. xvi. 11. Then the

Father made him mofi bleffed forever : He made him exceeding

glad ‘with bis Countenance ; as in Pfal, xxi. 6. . The Saints by

Virtue of their Union with CuriIsT, and being his Members,

do in fome Sort, partake of his Child-like Relation to the Fa-

- ther ; and fo are Heirs with him of his Happinefs in the En-
joyment of his Father ; as feems to be intimated by the Apo-
fle in Gal. iv, 4--»7. The Spoufe of CurisT, by Virtue of
her Efpoufals to that. only begotten Son of GOD, is as it 'were,

. a Partaker of his filial Relation to GOD; and becomes the

ino’e
vy
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King’s Daughter 5 Pfal: xlv. 13, and fo partakes with her dis
vine Hufband in his Enjoyment of his Father and her Father,
his GOD and her GOD. 'A Promife of this feems to be im+
plied in thofe Words of CHRIsT to Mary, Fobn xx. 17. Thus
CHRr1sT’s faithful Servants enter into the Foy of théir LORD 3 -
Matth. xxv. 21, 23. and CHRIST’s Foy remains. in them '3
agrecable to thofe Words of CHrIsT, John xv. 1. CHRIST
from Eternity is as it were in the Bofom of the Father, as the
Obje of bis infinite Complacence. In him is the Father’s e«
ternal Happinefs, Before the World was, he was with the Father,
in theEnjoyment of his infiniteLove ; and had infiniteDelight and
- Bleflednefs in thatEnjoyment ; as he declares of himfelf in Prov.
viii. 30. Then I was by him, as one brought up with bim ; and
1 was daily bis Delight, rejoicing always before bhim. And when
CurisT afcended to the Father after his Paffion, he went to
him, to the Enjoymeént of the fame Glory and Bleflednefs in
- the Enjoyment of his Love ; agreeable to his Prayer, the Even-
ing before his Crucifixion, John xvii. 5. And now, O Father,
glorify me with thine own f[elf, with the Glory'I bad with thee,
before the World was.  And in the fame Prayer, he manifefts it
to be his Will, that his true Difciples fhould be with him in the
Eujoyment of that Joy and Glory, which he then afked for
himfelf 5 Ver. 13. That my Foyx might be fulfilled in themfelves.
Ver.22, Andthe Glory which thou gaveft me, bave I given them,
This Glory and- Joy of CHRIsT, which the Saints are to enjoy .
with him, ‘is that ‘which he has in the Enjoyment of the
Father’s infinite Love to him ; as appears by the laft Words of
that Prayer of our Lorp, Ver, 26, --- Fhat the Love where-
with thou ‘haft loved me, may be in them, and I in them. The
Love which the Father has to his Son is great indeed ; the
Deity does as it were wholly and_ entirely flow outin a Stream
of Love to CHRIsT; and the Joy and Pleafure of CHRIsT is
- proportionably great. This is the Stream of CHRIsT’S De«
lights, the River of his infinite Pleafure ; which he will make
- his Saints to drink of with him ; agreeable to Pfal, xxxvi. 8, gu
They fball be abundantly fatisfied with the Fatnefs of thy Houfe
Thou fbalt make them drink of the River of THY Pleafures :
For with thee is the Fountain of Life : in THY Light foall ue
Jee Light. The Saints fhall have Pleafure, in partaking with
CHRIST in his Pleafure, and fhall fee Light in bis Light. They
fhall partake with CHR1sT of the fame River of Pleafure;
fhall drink of the fame Water of Life ; and of the fame new
Wine in Chriff's Father’s Kingdom ; Matt, xxvi¢ 29, That v‘x;gw’
in¢

~
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_ Whine is /efpeéially that Joy and Hippinefs that CurIsT and
his true Difciples fhall partake of together in Glory, which is
the Purchafe of CHRIsT’s Blood, or the Reward of his Obe-

. dience unto Death, CHRIsT, at his Afcenfion into Heaven,
received everlafting Pleafures at his Father’s Right-Hand, and
in the Enjoyment of his Father’s Love, as the Reward of his
own Death, or Obedience unto Death, But the fame Righ-
teoufnefs is reckon’d to both Head and Members ; and both
fhall bave Fellowfhip in the fame Reward, each aceording to
their diftin@& Capacity.

That the Saints in Heaven have fuch a Commuriofi with
CHRIST in his Joy, and do fo partake with him in his own
Enjoyment of the Father, does greatly manifeft the tranfcendent
Excellency of their Happinefs, and their being admitted to a -

vaftly higher Priviledge in Glory thon the Angels,

2. The Saints in Heaven are received to a Fellowthip, ot |

Participation with CHRIST, in the Glory of that Domiaion

~ to which the Father hath exalted him.
The Saints, when they afcend to jHeaven as CHRIST' af-

cended, and are made to fit togther "with him in heavenly

Places, and are Partakers of the Glory of his Exaltatior, are
exalted to réign with bim. They are through him made Kings
and Priefts, and teign with hinx, and in him, over the fama
Kingdom, As the Father hath appointed unto him 4 Kingdcm,
fo he has appointed to them. The Father has appointed
the Son to reign over his own Kingdom, and the Son
appoints his Saints to reign in his. The Father has givea
to CHRIST 10 fit with bim e# bis Throne, and Chrift gives to
the Saints 20 fit with him on his Threne ; agreeable to CHRIST’s
Promife Rev. iii. 21. CHRIST, as GOD’s Son, is the Heir
of his Kingdom ; and the Saints are Joint- Heirs with
CHRIST ; which implies that they dte Heirs of the fame In-
" heritance, to poffefs the fame Kingdom, in and with him, ac-
cording to their Capacity. CHRIST in his Kingdom reigns
over Heaven and Earth ; he is appointed the Heir of all
Things; and fo all Things are the Saints 3 tvbether Paul, or
Apollos, or Cephas, or the World, or Life, or Death, or Things
prefent, or Things to come, all are theirs 3 becaufe they are
CHRIST’s, and united to him ; 1 Cor, iii. 21, 22, 23. The

Angels are given to CHRIST, as a Part of his Dominion 3 .

they are all given to wait upon him, as miniflting Spirits to
+ him: fo alfo they are all, even the higheft and moft dignified.
of them, minifiring Spirits, (t;, mimifier to them who are tha

Huirs
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Heirs of Salvation. They are CHRIST’s .Angels, and they
are alfo their Angels. Such is the Saints Union with CHRIST,,
and their Intereft in him, that what he poflefles, they poflefs,
ina much more perfe&t and blefled Manner, than if all Things
were given to them feparately and by themfelves, to be difpofed
of according to their Difcretion. They are now difpofed of
fo, as in every Refpe@, to be moft for their Bleflednefs, by an
infinitely better Difcretion than their own ; and in being dif-.
pofed of by their Head and Hufband, between whom and
them there is the moft perfe&t Union of Hearts, and fo the
moft perfe&t Union of Wills ; and ‘who are moft perfeétly
cach other’s, » . .
As the glorified Spoufe of this great King reigns with and in
‘him, in his Dominion over the Univerfe, fo more efpecially
does fhe partake with him, in the Joy and Glery of his Reign
in his Kingdom of Grace; which is more peculiarly the King-
dom that he poffefles as Head of the Church, and is that King-
~dom wherein fhe is more efpecially interefted, It was efpe-
cially to reign in this Kingdom, that GOD the Father exalted
him to his Throne in Heaven : He fet his King on his holy
Hill of Zion, efpecially that he might reign over Zion, or over
bis Church, in his Kingdom of Grace ; and that he might be
‘under the beft Advantages to carry on the Defigns of his Love,
in this lower World, And therefore undoubtedly the Saints
in Heaven are Partakers with Curist in the Joy and Glory of
the Advancement and Profperity of his Kingdom of Grace on
Earth, and Succefs of his Gofpel here, which he looks on as
the peculiar Glory of his Reign, The good Shepherd rejoices
when he finds but one Sheep that . was loft 5 and bis Friends and
Neighbours in Heaven rejoice with him on that Occafion. That
Part of the Family that is in Heaven,are furely not unacquaint-
ed with the Affairs of that Part of the fame Family that is on
Earth, They that are with the King, and are next to him,.
“the Royal Family, that dwell in his Palace, are not kept in’
Ignorance of the Affairs of his Kingdom. The Saints in Hea-
ven are with the Angels, the King’s Minifters, by which he
manages the Affairs of bis Kingdom, and who are continually
afcending and de('cending from Heaven to the Earth, and one
or other of them daily ‘employed as miniftring Spirits to each
individual Member of the Church below : - Befides the conti-
nual afcending of the Souls of departed Saints, from all Parts
of the militant Church. On thefe Accounts the Saints in
Heaven muft ngeds be under a Thoufand Times greater Ad-
~ 'vantage
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vantage than we here, for a full View of the State of the '
Chureh on Earth, and 1 fpeedy, dire€ and certain Acquaintance
with all its Affairs, in every Part. And that which gives them
much greater Advantage for fuch an Acquaintance, than the
Things already mentioned, is their being conftantly in the im-
mediate Prefence of CHRIsT, and in the Enjoyment of the !
moft perfe® Intercourfe with him, who is the King who
manages all thefe Affairs, and has an abfolutely perfc@ Know-
ledge of them., CGHRrIsT is the Head of the whole glorified k
Affembly ; they are myftically his glorified Body : and |
what the Head fees, it fees for the Information of the '
whole Body, according to its Capacity : and what the Head -
enjoys, is for the Joy of the whole Body. The Saints, in .
leaving this World, and afcending to Heaven, do not go out of
Sight of Things appertaining to CHRIsT’s Kingdom on Earth ; !
but on the contrary, they go out of a State of Obfcurity, and !
afcend above the Mifts and Clouds, into the cleareft Light ; to
a Pinnacle, in the very Center of Light, where every Thing
appears in clear View. They have as much greater Advantage
to view the State of Curist’s Kingdom, and the Werks of
the new Creation here, than while they were in this World,
as a Man that afcends to the Top of an high Mountain, has
greater Advantage to view the Face of the Earth, than he had
while he was in a deep Valley, or thick Foreft below, fur-
rounded on every Side with thofe Things that impeded and
limitéd his Sight,  Nor do they view as indifferent or uncon-
cerned Speftators, any more than CHRIsT himfelf is an un-
concerned Spe@ator. The Happinels of the Saints in Heaven
confifts very much in beholding the Glory of GOD appearing
in the Work of Redemption : for ’tis by this chiefly that GOD
maniféfls his Glory, the Glory of his Wifdom, Holinefs, Grace
and other Perfeftions, to both Saints and Angels; as is apparent
by many Scriptures. And therefore undoubtedly their Happi-~
nefs confifts very much in- beholding the Progrefs of this
Work, in its Application and Succefs, and the Steps by which
infinite Power and Wifdom brings it to its Confummation,
And the Saints in Heaven are under unfpeakably greater Ad-
vantage, to take the Pleafure of beholding the Progiefs of this .
Work on Earth, than we are that are here ; as they are undcr
greaterAdvantages to fee and underftand the marvellous Steps, *
that divine Wifdom takes in all that is done, and the giorious
‘Ends he obtains, the Oppofition Satan makes, and how he is
bafizd and overthrown : Thecv can better fee the Co‘nn:&iou: ‘
: 2 . LS
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of one Event with another, and the beautiful Order of ajl
Things that come to pafs in the Church in different Ages, that
‘to us appear like Confufion. Nor do -they only view thefe.
‘Things, and rejoyce in them, as a glorious and beautifsl Sight,
.but as Perfons interefted, as CHRIsT is interefted ; as poflefling
thefe Things in CHRIsT, and reigning with him, in this King-
‘dom, CHRIST’s Succefs in his Work of Redemption, in bringing.
‘home Souls to himfelf, applying his faving Benefits by his Spirit,
and the Advancement of the Kingdom of Grace in the World,
is the Reward efpecially promifed to him by his Father in the
Covenant of Redemption, for the hard and difficult Service he
performed while in the Form of a Servant ; as is manifeft
by Ifai. liii. 10, 11, 12. But the Saints-thall .be rewarded with
him : They fhall partake with him in the Joy of this Reward 3
for this Obedience that is thus rewarded, is reckon’d to them,
as they are his Members, as was before obferved. This was
elpecially the Joy that was fet before CHRIsT, for the fake
of which he endured the Crofs and defpifed the Shame. And
his Joy is the Joy of all Heaven. They that are with him in
Heaven are under much the greateft Advantages to partake with
him in this Joy: For they have a perfe& Communion with
him, through whom, and in Fellowfhip with whom, they enjoy
‘and poflefs their whole Inheritance, all their heavenly Happi-~
nefs 3 as much as the whole Body has all it’s Pleafure of Mufick
by the Ear, and all the Pleafure of its Food by the Mouth and
Stomach ; and all the Benefit and Refrefhment of the Air by
the Lungs. The Saints while on Earth pray and labour for
the fame Thing that CurisT laboured for, viz. the Advance~
ment of the Kingdom of GOD among Men, the promoting
the Profperity of Zion and flourifhing of Religion in this World; -
and moft of them have fuffered for that End, as CHRIsT did ;
have been made Partakers with their Head in his Sufferings, and
flled up (as the Apoftle exprefles it ) that which is bebind of the
Sufferings of CHRIST : And therefore they fhall partake with
him of the Glory and Joy of the End obtain’d ; Rom. viii. 17:
We are Foint- Heirs with CHRIST 5 if fo be that we fuffer
with bim, that we may be alfo glorified together. 2 Tim. ii. 12,
If we fuffer with bim, we fhall alfo reign with bim. CHRIsP
whea his Sufferings were paft, and he left the Earth, and af-
cended into Heaven, was fo far from having done with his
Kingdom in this World, that it was, as it were, but then be-
gun : And he afcended for that very End, that he might more
fully poflefs and enjoy this Kingdem, that he might reign in
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jt, and be under the beft Advantages for it ; as much as a :
King afcends a Throne in Order to reign over his People, and -
receive the Honour and Glory of his Dominion. No more .
have the Saints done withCHRr1sT’s Kingdom on Earth, when
they leave the Earth, and afcend into: Heaven, CHRIST came
(i. e. afcended) with Clouds of Heaven, and came to the Ancient
of Days, and was brought near before him, to the very End, that -
¢ might receive Dominion, and Glory, and a Kingdom, that all
People, Nations and Languages fhould ferve him, (Dan. vii. 13,
¥4.)  Which fhall be eminently fulhilled, after the Ruin of -
Antichrift ; which is efpecially the Time of CHRIsT’s King- .
"dom.  And the fame is the Time when tke Kingdom, and Da-
minion, and Greatnsfs of the Kingdom under the whole Heaven,
fball be given to the Pesple of the Saints of the mofl high GOD. (Ag
Ver.27. in the fameChapter) It is becaufe they fhall reign in,and
with CHRIsT, the moff High ; asfeems intimated in the Words
that follow ; whofe Kingdom is an everlafling Kingdem, and cll
Dominions fball ferve and obey him. This Verle is true not only
of the Saints on Earth, but alfo the Saints in Heaven, Hecnce
the Saints in Heaven, having refped to this Time, do fing, in
Rev. v. 10. We fball reign on the Earth, And agreeable
hereto ’tis afterwards reprefented that when the foremention’d
Time comes, the Souls of them that in former Ages had fuf-
fered with CHRIsT, do reign with CHRIsT ;. having as it were
given to them, new Life and Joy, in that fpiritual blefled Re-
furre&ion, which thall then be of the Chuich of GOD on
Earth, and thus itis that it is faid, Mat. v. 5. The Meek (thofe
that meekly and patiendy fuffer with CarisT, and tor his
Sake ) /ball inberit the Earth :  they fhall inberit it, and reign
on Earth with Carist, CHRIST is the Heir of the World ;
and when the appointed Time of his Kingdom comes, his In-
heritance fhall be given him, and then the meck, who are joing
Heirs, fhall inherit the Earth, The Place in the Oid
TeRament, whence the Words are taken, leads to a truc In-
terpretation of them; Pfal. xxxvii. 11, The Meek fhall inkerit
sbe Earsh, and fball delight themfelves inthe Abundance of Peace.
That' there is Reférence in thefe latter Woids, The Abundance
of Peace, to the Peace and Bleflednefs of the latter Days, we
may be fatisfied by comparing thefe Words with Pfal, Ixxii. 7.
In bhis Days fhall be Abundance of Peace, folong as the Moon .
endureth. And Jer. xxxiii, 6. I will reveal to them the Abun-
dance of Peace and Truth,  Allo Ifai. ii. 4. Mic. iv. 3. Yai.
Xi, § ---- 9. and many other parallel Places. The Saints in
o . ‘ Fleaven
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Heaven will be as much with CarisT in reigning over the
Nations, and in the Glory of his Dominion at that Time, as
they will be with him in the Honour of judging the World at
thelaft Day. That Promife of CHr1sT to his Difciples Mats.
xix. 28, 29. feems to have a fpecial Refpe& to the former of
thefe. In Fer. 28. CHRIST promifes to the Difciples that here~
after, when the Son of Man fball fit on the Throneof bis Glory,
they fhall fit on twelve Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes of
Ifrael, The Saints in Heaven reigning on Earth, in the .
glortous latter Day, is defcribed in Language accommodited to
this Promife of CHRIsT, Rev, xx. 4. And I faw Thrones, and
they fat upon them 5 and Fudgment was given them, ---~ And
they reigned with CaRrisT. And the Promife in the next
Verfe in that xixth of Matth, feems to have its Fulfilment at
the fame Time; And cveryone that hath forfaken Houfes, or
.Brethren, or Siflers, or Fathers, or Wife, or Children, or Lands,
far my Name Sake, foall receive an Hundred. fold, and fball inberit
everlafling Life, i. e.'in the Time when the Saints fhall inherit
the Earth and reign on Earth, the Earth with all its Bleflings
and goad Things, thall be given, in great Abundance, to the
Chureh, tb be poflefled by the Saints. This fhall they receive
in this prefent World ; and in the Time to come, everlafting
Life. The Saints in Heaven fhall partake with CHRIsT in the
“Triumpb and Glory of thofe Vicories that he fhall obtain in
that future glorious Time, over the Kings and Nations of the
World, that are fometimes reprefented by his ruling them with -
s Rod of Tron, and dathing them in Pieces as a Potter’s Veflel.
Which doubtle(s there is Refpe to in Rev. ii. 26, 27. He
that overcometh, and keepeth my Words to the End, to him will ¥
give Power over the Nations 3 and be foall rule them with a Rod
of Irony as the Veffels of a Potter [hall they be broken to Shivers ;
even as | received of my Father. And Pfal. cxlix.5. to the End, |
 Let the 8aints be joyful in Glory 5 let them fing aloud upon their
Beds ; { i. e. in their feparate State after Death, compare I/ai.
i, 1, 2. ) Let the bigh Praifes of GOD be in their Mouth,
-and a two-edge Sword in their Hand, to execute Vengeance upon
‘the Heathen, and Punifbments upon the People, to bind their Kings
with Chains, and their Nobles with Fetters of Iron, to execute upon
them the Fudgment written, This Honour have all the Saints,
Accordingly when CHRrIsT appears riding forth to his Vi&ory
.over Antichrift, Rev. xix. The Hofts of Heaven appear going
iforth with him in Robes of Triumph, Ver, 14. And when
cAwichrift i defiroyed, the Inhabitants of Heavsn, and the
- by
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boly Apofiles and Prophets are called upon to rejoyce, Chap.
xviii. 20. And accordingly, the whole Multitude of \the ln-
habitants of Heayen, on! that Occafion, do appear to exult and
praift GOD with exceeding Joy; Chap. xix. 1 ---- 8. and
Chap. xi. 15. And are allo reprefented as greatly rejoycing on
Occafion of the Ruin of the Heathen Empire, in the Days of
Conflantine 3 Chap. xii. 10, And ’tis obfervable all along in
the Vifions of that Book, the Hofls of Heaven appear as much

. concerned and interefted in the Events appertaining to the

Kingdom of CHRIsT here below, as the Saints on Earth,
TheDay of theCommencement of the Church’s latter-day Glory
is eminently The Day of Curist’s Efpoufals, The Daycf the
Gladnefs of bis Heart, when as the Bridegroom rejoyceth over the
Bride, fo be will rejoyce over bis Church. And then will all
Heaven exceedingly rejoyce with him. And therefore they
fay at that Time, Rev, xix. 7. Let us be glad, and rejoyce, and
give Glory to bim 5 for the Marriage of the Lamb is come.
Thus Abrabam enjoys thefe Things, when they come to
pafs, that were of old promifed to him, and that he faw before-
hand, and rejoyced in. He will enjoy the Fulfilment of the
Promile of allthe Families of the Earth being blefed in bis Sced,
when it fhall be accomplifhed. And all the antient Patriarchs,
who died in Faith of Promifes of glorious Things that fhould

" be accomplithed in this World, whe bad not received the

Promifes, but faw them afar off, and were perfwaded of them,
and embraced them ; do aftually enjoy them when fulfilled.
David aétually faw and enjoyed the Fulhilmentof that Promife,
in its due Time, which was made to him many hundred
Years before, and was all his Salvation and all bisDefire. Thus
Daniel thall fland in his Lot at the End of the Days pointed
out by his own Prophecy., Thus the Saints of old, that died
in Faith, not having received the Promife, are made perfeit,
and have their Faith crowned, by the better Things accomp-
lilhed in thefe latter Days of the Gofpel, Heb. xi. 39, 40.
which they fee and enjoy in their Time.

3. The departed Souls of Saints have Fellowfhip with
CuRrisT, in bis blefled and ecternal Employment of glorifying
the Father. B .

- The Happinefs of Heaven confifts not only in Contempla-
tion, and a meer paflive Enjoyment; but confifts very much .
in A&ion. And particularly, in a&ively ferving and glorifying

- GOD. This is exprefsly mention’d as a great Part of the

Bleffednefs of the Saints in their moft perfet State, Rev. xxi} 3‘;
. I
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~And there fhall be rio more Curfe ; but the Throne of GOD and cfl ’
< the Lamb fball be in it 3 and bis Servants fball j}m\e bim. The
" Angels are as a Flame of Fire, in their Ardour and A&ivity in
GOD’s Service ¢ The four Animals; Rev, iv. ( which ‘are
generally fuppoled to fignify the Angels ) are reprefented as
continually giving Praife and\Glory to GOD, and are faid nof
t2 refl Day nor Night, Ver. 8. The Soulsof departed Saints are
doubtlefs become as the Angels of GOD in Heaven in this
Refpe®. 'And Jesus Curist is the Head of the whole
glorious Affembly ; as in other Things, appertaining to theic
blefled State, fo in this of theéir praifing and glorifying the
Father. When CurisT, the Night before he was crucified,
prayed for his Exaltation to Glory, it was that he might glorify -
the Father ; Joh. 17. 1. Thefe Words [pake Jesus, and lift up bis
Eyes to Heaven, and [aid, Father, the Hour is come, glorify thy
- Son, that thy Son alfe may glorify thee. And this he doubtlefs
. does, now he is'in Heaven; not only in fulfilling the Father’s
Will, in what be does as Head of the Church, and Ruler of
the Univerfe, but alfo in leading the heavenly Affembly in their
Praifs.  When CHRIsT inftituted the Lorp’s Supper, and
eat and drank with his Difciples at his Table ( giving them
therein a Reprefentation and Pledge of their future Featting
with him, and drinking new Wine in his heavenly Father’s
Kingdom ) he at that Time led them in their Praifes to GODy, .
in that Hymn that they fang. And fo doubtlefs ke leads his’
glorified Difciples in Heaven,  David was the {fweet Plalmift of
Ifrael,and led the great Congregation of GOD’s People, in their
Songs of Praife, Herein, as well as in innumerable other Things,
He was a Type of CHRIsT, who is often fpoken of in Scripture
by the Name of David. And many of the Plalms that Daevid"
penned, were Songs of Praife, that he, by the Spirit of Pro-
phedy, uttered in the Name of CHRIsT, as Head of the Church
and leading the Saints in their Praifes. CHRrIsT in Heaven
leads the glorious Affembly in their Praifes to GOD, as Mofes
- did the Congregation of Ifrael at the Red-Sea :- Which is im<
plied in its being faid, that they fing the Song of Mofes and the.
Lamb, Rev. xv. 2, 3. - In Rev, xix. 5. Fobn tells us, That be_
beard a Veice come out of the Throne, faying, Praife OUR GOD,
all ye bis Servants, and ye that fear him, both [mall and great.
Who can it be that utters this Voice OUT OF THE
- THRONE, but the Lamb, that is in the midft of the Throne,
calling on_the glorious Aflembly of Saints, to praife his Father
and their Father, his GOD and their GOD ?  And what the
. Confequencs

{ .
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Confequence of this Voice is, we have an Account in the next
Words ; And I beard as it were the Voice of a great Multitude,
and as the Veice of many Waters, and as the Vaice of mighty Thun-
drings, [aying, ‘Alleluia 5 for the LORD GOD Omnipstent
geigneth, .. S ‘

APPLICATION.

* The Usk that T would make of what has been faid on this
Subje&, is of Exhortation. Letus all be exhorted hence earneftly
to feek after ‘that great Privilege that has been fpoken of ; that
when we are abfent from the Body, we may be prefent with the
LORD. "We can’t continue always in thefe earthly Taberna-
cles : They are very frail, and will foon decay, and fall ; and
are continually liable to be overthrown, by innumerable Means :
Our Souls muft foon leave them, and go ‘into the eternal
World, *O how infinitely great will the Privilege and Happi-
Tefs of fuch be, who at that Time fhall go to be with CHrIsT
in his.Glory, in' the Manner that has been reprefented ! The
Privilege of the twelve Difciples’ was great, in- being fo con-
ftantly with Curist as his Family, in his State of Humilia~
tion, : Thhe Privilege of thofe three ' Difciples was great, who
were with him in the Mount of his Transfiguration ; where
‘was exhibited to them fome littlé Semblance of his future Glory
§n Heaven, fuch as they might behold in the prefent frail, fee-
le and finful State : They were greatly entertained and de-
ighted with what they faw 3 and'were for making Taberna-
%les to dwell there, and return no more down the Mount. And
reat” was the Privilege of Mofes, when he was with CHRIsT
in Mount Sinai, and befought him to thew him his Glory, and
he faw his Back-Parts, as he pafled by, and proclaimed his
Name, But is not that Privilege infinitely greater, that has
- ‘now been fpoken of, the Privilege of being with CHRIsT in
‘Heaven, where he fits on the right Hand of GOD, in the
"“Glore of the KING and GOD of "Angels, and of the whole
‘Gl e, fhining forth as the great Light, the bright Sun of
‘that World of Glory, there to dwell in the full, conftant and
‘everlafting View of his Beauty and Brightnefs, ther¢ moft free-
ly and intimately to tohverfe with him, and fully to enjoy his
Love, as his Friends and Spoufe, there to have Fellowfthip with-
‘him in the infinite Pleafure and Joy he has in the Enjoyment
of his FatHer, there to fit with him on his Throne, and reign
"with him in the Poffeflion of 3‘; Things, and partake with him
g . ) in
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~in the Joy and Glory of his Vifory -over his- Enemies, and

the Advancement of his Kingdom in the World, and to joim
with him in joyful Songs of Praife to his Father and their Fa-
ther, to his GOD and their GOD, forever and ever ¢ Is not
fuch a Privilege worth the fecking after ? s .

But here, as a fpecial Enforcement of this Exhortation, I
would improve that Difpenfation of GOI’s holy Providence,
that is the forrowful Occafion of our coming together at this

. Time ; wviz. The Death of that eminent -Servant of Jzsus

CHRIsT, in the Work of the Gofpel-Miniftry, whofe Funeral
is this Day to be attended ; together with what was ebfervable

.. in him, living and dying.

In this Difpenfation of P'rovidefxce,v GOD puts us in Mind
of our MORTALITY, «and forewarns us that the Time is ap= -

proaching, when we muft be abfent from the Body, and muf
. «ll appear (as the Apoftle obferves, in the next Verfe but' one

to my Text) before the Fudgment-Seat of CHRIST, that every
ene of us may receive the Things done in the Body, accerding to
svtat swe bave dine, whether it be good or bad. o

And in him, whofe Death we are now called to confider and

. ¥mprove, we have not only an Inftance of Mortality ; but an
_ Inftance of one, that being abfent from the Body, is prefent

with the LORD ; as we have all imaginable Reafon to con~
clude, And that, whether we confjder the Nature of the O-

- perations he was under, about. the Time whence he dates his

Converfion, or the Nature and Courfe of his inward Exercifes

. from that Time forward, or his outward Converfation and

Pra&ice in Life, or his Frame and Behaviour during the whole
of that long Space wherein he looked Death in the Face. '
His Convifions of Sin, preceeding his firft Confolations in .

"CHRIST (as appears by a written Account he has.left of his

joward Exercifes and Experiences) were exceeding deep and
thorough': His Trouble and Exercife of Mind, through a
Senfe of Guilt and Mifery, very greac and long-continued 3

~ but yet found and folid ; confifting in no unfteady, violent,

and unaccountable Hurries and Frights, and firange Perturba-
tions of Mind ; but arifing from the moft ferious Confideration,
and proper Illumination of the Confcience, to difcern and con-
fider the true State of Things, And the Light let into his
Mind at Converfion, and the Influences and Exercifes that his

. Mind was fubje@ to at that Time, appear very agrecable to

Reafon, and the Gofpel of Jesus Carist ; the Change very
great and remarkable, without any Appearaace of ftrong Im-

preflion®
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preflions on the Imagination, fudden Flights and Pangs of the
Affe@ions, and vehement: Emotions in animal Nature ; but
attended with proper intelle®ual Views of the fupream Glory
of the divine Being, confifting in the infinite Dignity and Beauty
of the Perfe&ions of his Nature ; and of the tranfcendant Ex-
eellency of the Way of Salvation by CHRIsT.---- This was
about eight Years ago, when he was about 21 Years of - Age.
- Thus GOD fan&ified, and made meet for his Ufe, that
Veflel that he intended to make eminently a Veflel of Honour
in his Houfe, and which he had made of large Capacity, having
endowed him with very uncommon Abilities and Gifts of Na-
ture. He was a fingular Inftance, of a ready Invention, na-
tural Eloquence, eafy flowing Expreflion, fprightly Apprehen-
fion, quick Difcerning, and very ftrong Memory ; and yet of
a very penetrating Genius, clofe and clear Thought, and pierc-
ing Judgment. - He had an exa& Tafte : His Underftanding
was (if I may fo exprefs it) of a quick, firong and diftinguith-
ng Scent, - ‘

- His Learning was very confiderable : He bhad a great Tafte
for Learning ; and applied himfelf to his Studies, in fo clofe a
Manner when he was at Collegs, that he much injured his
Health ; and was obliged on that Account, for a while to
Yeave the College; throw by his Studies, and return Home.
He was efleemed one that excelled in Learning, in that Society.
"~ He-had an extraordinary Knowledge of Men, as well as
Things. Had a great Infight into human Nature, and excell-
ed moft that ever I knew, in a communicative Faculty : He
had a peculiar Talent, at accommodating himfelf to the Capa-
cities, Tempers and Circumftances of thofe that he would in~
frru&t or counfel. o

« He had extraordinary Gifts for the Pulpit : I never had Op~
portunity to hear him preach, but have often heard him pray :
And I think his Manner of addreffing himfelf to GOD,and ex-
prefling himfelf before him,in thatDuty, almoft inimitable; fuch
(fo far as I may judge) as I have very rarely known equalled,
He exprefled himfelf with that exa& Propriety and Pertinency,
in fuch fignificaat, weighty, pungent Expreflions 3 with that
decent Appearance of Sincerity, Reverence and Solemnity, and
great Diftance from all AffeQation, as forgetting the Prefence
of Men, and as being in the immediate Prefence of a great and
boly GOD, that I have fcarcely ever known parallel’d. And
his Manner of Preaching, by what I havé often heard of it from
800d Judges, was po lefs excellent ; being clear and inﬁru&iv?
- : natura




natural, nervous, forceable and moving, and very-fearching and.
coavincing, He naufeated an affeed Noifinefs, and violent
Boifteroufnefs in the Pulpit ; and yet much difrelithed a flag
cold Delivery, when the Subject of Difcourfe, and Matter dew,
liver’d, required Affeion and Earneftnefs, . .

Not only had he gxcellent Talents for the Study and the
Pulpit, but alfo for Converfation. He was of a fociable Dif-
pofition ;. and was remarkably free, entertaining and profitablg
in his ordinary Difcourfe :. And had much of a Faculty. of dife
puting, defending Truth and confuting Error, . . .

‘As he excelled in bis Judgment and Knowledge of Things
in general, fo efpecially in Divinity, He was truly, for one of
his Standing, an extraordinary Divine, But above all, in;Mat-
ters relating to experimental Religion, In this, I know I have
the concurring Qpinion of fome that have had a Name for, '

 Perfons of the beft Judgment.. And according to what Ability -

‘T bave to judge of Things of this Nature, and according ta.

my Opportunities, which of late have been very great, I never
knew his Equal, of his-Age and Standing, for clear, accurate .
Notions of the Nature and Effence of true Religion, and its

‘DiftinQions from its various. falfe Appearances ; which I fup~
pofe to be owing to thefe three Things, meeting together in

him ; the Strength of his natural Genius 5 and the great Op-
‘portunities he had of Obfervation of others, in various Parts,
‘both white People and Indians ; and his own great Expe-
rience. ' , ' L

His Experiences of the holy Influences of GOD’s Spirit were,

‘not only great, at his firtR Converfion ; but they. were. fo, in;

a continued Courfe, from that Time forward ;. .as appears by,
a2 Record, or private Journal, he kept of his daily inward Ex-.
ercifes, from the Time of his Converfion, ’till he was difabled,
by the failing of his Strength, a few Days before his Death,,
The Change which he looked upon as his Converfion, was not

“only agreat Change of the prefent Views, Affe&ions, and,

Frame of his Mind ; but was evidently the Beginning of that,

‘Work of GOD en his Heart, which GOD carried on, in a

rery wonderful Manner, from that Time,.to his dying Da)ﬁ*;

* This more abundantly appears, by further Opportunity of Ac-
‘jusintance with his private Journal or Diary, fince this Sermon was
iclivered. ~ Grace in him fcems to have been almoft continually, with
carcely the Intermiffion of & Dy, in very fcnfible, and indced vigoro:xis';

. ' N an
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He- greatly- abhor’d the Way. of fuch, as live on their fi:t
Work, as though they had now got through their Work, and
are thenceforward, by Degrees, fettled ina cold, lifelefs, negli-
gent, worldly Frame ; he had "an ill Opinion of fuch Peifon’s
Religion. B R '

" His Experiences were very diverfe from many Things, that
have lately obtained the Reputation, with Multitudes, of the
very Height of Chriftian Experience. About the Time that

that falfe Religion, which arifes chiefly from Impreffions on the

Imagination, began firft to make a very great Appearance in
the Land, he was for a little while deceived with it, fo as to
think highly of it. And though he knew he never had fuch
Experiences as others told of, he thought it was becaufe others
Attainments were beyond his ; and, fo coveted, them,. and
fought after them, but could never obtain them. He told me,
that he never had what is called an Jmpulfe, or a ftrong Im-
preffion on his Imagination, in Thinps of Religion, in his Life.

But owned, that during the fhort Time that he thought well

and powerful Exercife, in one Refped or.other. His Heart appears ta’
have been exercifed, in a continued Courle, .in fuch Taings as ti.efe.
that follow : The moft ardent and pure Love to GOD; great
Wesnednels from the World, and Senle of its Vanity ;' great
Humilidtion ; 4 moft abifing Senfe of his own Vilerefs ; @ deep
Senfe of indwelling Sin, which indeed was mcft evidently, by
for, the greateR Burden of his Life, and. more then all other
Afflitions that he mer with, put togzther ; great Brckennefs of
of Heart before GOD, for his fmall Attainments in Grace, that he
loved GOD fo little, &c. mourning that he was {o ynprofi:able; Long-
ings and earneft Reachings of Scul after Holine!s ; earncft Difires
that GOD nmiight be glosified, and that Cnrist’s Kingdom might be
advanced in the World ; Wreftlings with GOD in Prayer for thefe
Things ; Delight in the Go'pel of Jesus Curist, and the Way of
Salvation by him ; fweet Complacence in thofe whofe Coaverlition
favoured of true Holinefs ; Compaffion to the Souls of Mcn, and car-
neft Interceflions in fecret forthem ; great’ Refignation to the Will of
GOD ; a very frequen, moft fenfible, .renewed Renunciajon. of all
Things for Cur1sT, -and giving up himfelf whelly to GCD, in Soul
and Body ; great Diftruft of his own Heart, and univerfal Dependance
on GOD ; Longings after full Deliverance from the Bedy of Sin and
Death, and  perte Conformity to GOD, and perfeéily gloilying Lim
in Heaven ; clear Views of Eternity, almoft as though he were s€ually
out of the Body, and had his Eyes open i another World ; conftant
Watchfulnefs over his own Heart, and continual Eirneftnefs in Lis
inward Warfare with Sin ; together with great Care,;”to .the utmofh,
to improve Time for GOD, in his Service, and to his Glory.. ]
]

’
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of thefe Things, he was tinged with that Spirit of falfe Zea?
that is wont to attend them. But faid that, even in this Time,
be was pot in his Element, but-as 3 Fith out of Water, And
when, after a little while, he came clearly to fee the Vanity |
and Pernicioufnefs of fuch Things, it coft him Abundance of |
~ Sorrow and Diftres of Mind, and to my Knowledge he aftér-
* wards freely and openly confefs’d the Errors in Condué that he
- had run into, and laid himfelf Jow before them that he had of-
. fended. And fince his ConviQion of his Error in thofe Re-
. fpe&s, he has ever had a peculiar Abhorrence of that Kind of
bitter Zeal, and thofe delufive Experiences that have been . the
. principal Soyrce of it. He detefted Enthufiafm in allits Forms
~ and Operations § and abhor'd whatever in Opinion or
- Experience feem’d to verge towards Antinemianifm ; as, the
- Experiences of thofe whofe firft Faith confifts in Belicving that:
GHRIST died for them in particular ; and theic firft Love, int
. loving GOD, "becaufe they fuppofed they were the Objets of
- his Love ; and their Affurance of their good Eftate from fome
jmmediate Teflimony, or Suggeftion, either with, or without
Texts of Scripture, that their Sins are forgiven, that GOD
Joves them, &c. And the Joys of fuch as rejoiced more in
~ their own fuppofed Diftinétion from others, in Honour and
~ Privileges and bigh Experiences, ‘than in GOD’s Excellency
and CHRIsT’s Beauty ; and the fpiritual Pride of fuch Lay-
- Maen, that are for fetting up themfelves as publick Teachers, and.
. ery down human Lieaening, and alearned Miniftry. He greatly
naufeated aDifpofition inPerfons to mueh Noife andShow inRe-
- Yigion, and affe&ing to be abundant in publithing and proclaim=
their own Experiences,’ Though he did not condemn, but ap-
proved of Chriftians fpeaking of their Experiences, on fome
Occafions, and to fome Perfons, with Modefty, Difcretion and:
Referve. He abominated the Spirit and Praice of the Genes:
rality of the Separatifts in this Land. I heard bim fay, once
and again, that he had been much with this Kind of Peopley
“and was_acquainted with many of them, in various Parts
and that by this Acquaintance, he knew that what was chicly
and maft generally in Repute amongft them, as the Power of
Godlinefs, was intirely a different Thing from that vital Piety
recommended in the  Scripture, and had nothing in it of tha¢
Nature. He never was more full in condemning thefe Things,
than in his lat Illnefs, and after he ceafed to have any Expec~
- tation of Life : And particularly when he had the greateft and
pearelt Views of approaching Etetnity ; and feveral Tinll‘esr
whey
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when he thought himfelf a&ually dying, and expe&ed in a
few Minutes to be in the cternal World, as he himfelf told

me.* .
: As

* Since this Sermon was preach’d, I find this that follows, in his
Diary for the laft Summer.

& Thurfday Fune 18. 1 was this Day taken exceeding ill, and bro’t
¢ to the Gates of Death.--- In this extreme weak State I continaed for
o¢ feveral Wecks ; and was frequently reduced fo low as to be utterly .
% {peechlefs, and not able fo much as to whifper a Word. And even
¢ gfter I had fo far reviv’d, asto walk about Houfe, and to ftep out of
# Doors; I was cxercifed, every Day, with a faint Turn, which con-
« tinued ufually four or five Hours. At which Times, though I was
¢ not utterly fpeechlefs, fo but that I could fay s or #0; yet, Icould
* not converfe at all, nor fpeak one Sentence without making Stops for
¢ Breath. And divers Times, in this Seafon, my Fricnds gathered
% round my Bed, to fec me breathe my laft 5 which they look'd for
« every Moment, as I mylelf alfo did.

« How I was the firft Day or two of my Illnefs, with Regard to

¢t the Exercife of Reafon, { fcarcely know ¢ Buc I believe I was
« fomething fhatter’d, with the Violence of the Fever, at Times. But
% the thisd Day of my Illnefs, and conflantly afterwards, for four or five
“ Weeks together, I enjoyed as much Serenity of Mind, and Clearnefs
¢ of Thought, as perhaps I ever did in my Life. And I think my
¢ Mind never penetrated with fo much Eafe and Freedom into divine
¢¢ "Things, as at thi§ Time ; and I never felt fo capable of demvnftra-
* ting the Truth of many important Doétrines of the Gofpel as now.
. % And as I faw clearly the Truth of thofe great Dofliines, which
¢¢ are juftly ftiled the DOCTRINES of GRACE ; fo I faw with no
< Tefs Clearnefs, that the Eflence of true Religion confifted in the Soul’s
« Conformity to GOD, and ating above all felfith Views, for his
“ Glory, longing to be for him, to live to him, and pleafe and honour
¢ him 1n all Things ; snd that, from a clear View of his infiite Ex-
¢ cellency and Worthineft, in himfelf, to be loved, sdored, worthip-
¢« ed and ferved, by sll intelligent Creatures. Thus I faw that whenga
‘¢ Soul loves GOD with a fupreme Love, he ther¢in s&s like the
% blefled GOD himfelf, who moft juftly loves himfelf in thst Manner;
‘¢ {o whenGOD’s Intereft and his are become one, and he Iongs that
' GOD fhould be glorified, and rejoyces to think tht he is urichange-
¢ ably poflefs’d of the higheft Glory and Bleflednefs, herein slfo he
¢ a&ts in Conformity to GOD. In like manner, when the Soul is
¢ fully refigned to, and refts fatisfied ‘and contented with the divine
¢ Will, here he is alfo conformed to GOD.

¢ I {aw further that as this divine Temper, whereby the Soul ¢x-
“ alts GOD, and treads it felf in the Duft, is wrought in the Soul by

- % GOD’s difcovering his own glosious Perfeflions, in the Face of

“ Jesus Cuxist, to it, by the fpecial Iofluences of his Hory Smu-{r;
’ ' [}
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As his inward Expcrfcnccs appear to fiave been of the ffgiaf_

Kind, and were very remarkable as to their Degree, fo was his

outward'
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. fo be could not but have regard to it, as his own Work: And asif
is his Image in the Soul, he could not but take Delight in it. Thea
1 faw again that if GOD fhould flight and reje@t his own moral
Image,he muft needs deny himfelt ; which he cannot do. And thud
faw the Stability and Infallibility of this Religion 3 and that thofe
who were truly poflefizd of it, had the moft compleat and fatisfying
Evidence of their being interefted in all "the Benefits of CHRIsT'g
Redempiion, having their Hearts conformed to him ; and that thefe,
and thele only were qualified for the Employments and Entertain-
ments of GOD’s Kingdom b Glory ; as none but thefe would
have any Relith of the Bufinefs of Heaven, which is to afcribe Glo-
ry to GOD, and not to themfelves ;- and that GOD ( though L
would fpeak it with great Reverence of his Namie and Perfeftions )
corld not, without denying himlelf, finally caft fuch away.
¢ The next Thing 1 had thento do, was to enquire whether this

was my Religicn.  And here GOD was pleafed to help meto the

moft cafy Remembrance, and critical Review of what had pafled in
Courfe, of a religious Nature, through feveral of the latter Years
of my Life. And aliho’ I could difcover much Corruption uttendin?i

my beit Datics, many felfilh Views and carnal Ends, much fpiritua
Pride, and Sclf- Exaltation, and innumerable other Evils which com-
pafled me about ; I fay, altho’ I now difcerned the Sins of my holy
Things,as well as other Altions ; yet GOD was pleafed; as I was re-
viewing, quickly to pat this Queftion out of doubt, by fhewing me
that [ had, from Timeto Time, a&ted above the utmoft Influence
of meer Self- Love ; that I had longed to pleafe and glorify him, as
my higheft Happinefs, &c. And this Review ‘was through Grace
attended with & prefent Feeling of the ‘fame’ divine Temper of
Mind. Ifelt now pleas'd to think of the ‘Glory of GOD; and
long’d for Heaven, as a State wherein I might glorify GOD per-
fe&ly, rather than a Place of Happinefs for myfelf. And this Feel-
ing of the Love of GOD in my Heart, which I truft the Spir1T of
GOD excited in me afrefh, was [officient'to give me full Satisfaltion,
and make me long, as 1 had many Times before done, to be with
Curist. I did notnow want .any of the — fuddew’ Suggeftions,
that many are fo pleafed with, That CurtsT and his Benefits are
mine, That GOD loves me, in Order to give me Satisfation about
my State. No, my Soul now abhor’d thofe Delufions of Satan ;3
which are thought to be the immediate Witne(s of the Spirit, while
there is nothing but an empty Suggeftion of a certain Fa&, without
any gracious Difcovery of the divine Glory, or of the Spirit’s Work
“in their own Hearts. I faw the awful Delufion of this Kind of

Confidences ; as well as of the whole of that Religion, which the
nfaally fpring from, or at leaflt, are the Attendangs of ; the falfe
: . , Religion
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outward Behaviour and PraQice agreeable. He in his whole
Courfe 2&ed as one who had indeed fold all for CHRIsT, and
had entirely devoted himfelf to GOD, and made his Glory
his higheft End, and was fully determined to fpend his whole
‘Time and Strength in his Service.  He was lively in Religion,
in the right Way : Lively, not only, nor chiefly, with his
Tongue, in profefling and talking 3 but lively in the Work
‘and Bufinefs of Religion.. He was not one of thofe which are
for contriving Ways to fhun the Crofs, and get to Heaven with"
.Eafe and Sloth ; but was fueh an Inftance of one living
a Life of Labour and Self-Denial, and fpending his Strength and
Subftance, in purfuing that ‘great End, the Glory of his RE-
DEEMER, that perhaps is fcarcely to be parallel’d in this Age,
in thefe Parts of the World. Much of this may be perceived
by any one that reads his printed Journal ; but much more bas
been learn’d by long intimate Acquaintance with him, and by
. looking into his Diary fince his Deathy that he purpofely con-
gealed in what he publithed,
- And as his Defires and Labours for the Advancement of
Curist’s Kingdom were great, fo was his Succefs. GOD -
was pleafed to make him the Inftrument of bringing to pafs the
moft remarkable Things among the poor Salvages, in enlight-
ning, awakening, reforming and changing their Difpofition and
N - )

4 Religion of the late Day, though a Day of wondrous Grace ; the
¢ Imagiuations and Impreflions made only on the animal Affc€tionsy
¢ together with.the fudden Suggeftions, made to the Mind by Satan .
4 transform’d into an Angel of Light, of certain Fats, not revealcd
¢ 'in -Scripture.: . Thefe, I fay, and many like Things, I fear have
€ n‘ade up the greater Part of the religious Appearances in many
¥ Places. . - ' o

¢ Thefe Things I faw with great Clearncfs, when I was thought
to be dying, and GOD gave me great Concern for his Churcin and
¥ Intereft in the World at this Time : Not fo much becaufe the la e
# ‘remarkable Influence upon the Minds of People was abated. and al-
*¢ moft wholly gone, as becaufe of the falfe Religion, the Hea's of
“¢ Imagination, and wild and felfith Commotions of the animal Affe&ti-
¢ ons, which attended the Work of Grace, had prevailed fo far. Tuis
¢ was that which my Mind dwelt upon, almoft Day and Night :
_And this, to me, was the darket Appearance, refpeéting Rcligion, |
#* in the Land. For "twas this chiefly that had prejidiced the World .

¢ againft inward Religion: ‘And this I aw was the great Miery of
"4 gll, that fofew faw any Manner of Diffcrence between thofe Exer-
7%¢-cifes that were fpiritual and holy, and thofe which have'Self Love .
"% only, for their Beginning, Ce}n;:ter atd Ead,” '

- o
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- Manners, and wondetfully transforming them, that perhaps aty-
- Inftance can be produced of, in thefe latter Ages of the World, '
. An Account of which has been given the Publick, in his Joure
© rals, drawn up by Order of the Honourable Society in Scotland,
- that employed him : Which I would recommend to the Per-
. ufal of all fuch as take Pleafure in the wonderful Works of
| GOD’s Grace, and would read that which will peculiarly tend
] both to entertain, and profit a Chriftian Mind, .
i No lefs extraordinary than the Things already mentioned of
~ him in Life, was his conftant Calmnefs, Peace, Affurance and
Joy in GOD, during the long Time he look’d .Death in the
Face, without the leat Hope of Recovery ; continuing with-
out Interruption to the laft ; while his Diftemper very fenfibly.
prey’d upon his Vitals, from Day to Day, and often brought
him to that State, that he lock’d upon himfelf, and was thoughe
by others, to be dving. The Thoughts of approaching Death
never feemed in the leaft to damp him, but rather to encourage
- bim,and exhilerate his Mind. And the nearer Death approach’dy
“the more defirous he feem’d to be of it. He faid, not long be-
fore his Death, that ¢¢ the Confideration of the Day of Death,
¢ and the Day of Judgment, had a long Time been pecu~
. ¢ liarly fweet to him.” And at another Time, that ** he
could not but think of the Meetnefs there was in throwing
¢ fuch a rotten Carcafs.as his into the Grave : It feemed to
¢ him to be the Right Way of difpofing of it.”” He often
ufed the Epithet Glorious, when fpeaking of the Day of his
. Death, calling it that glorious Day.  On a Sabbath- Day-Morn-
"ing, Sept. 27. feeling an unufual violent-Appetite to Food, and
looking on it asa Sign of approaching Death, he faid ¢ he
i % fhould look on it as a  Favour, if this might be his dying
" ¢¢ Dav, and that he longed for the Time.” He had before
- exprefled himfelf defirous of fecing his Brother again, whofg
Return had been expeéled from the Ferfeys 5 but then ((peak-
ing of him) he faid, ** I am willing to go, and never fee him
¢ again : I care not what I part with, to be forever with the
¢ LORD.” Being afked, that Morning, how he did ; he
- anfwered, ** I am almoft in Eternity : GOD knows, I long
. %¢ to be there. My Work is done : I have done with all my
| $¢ Friends :' All the World is nothing to me.”” On the Even-
' ing of the next Day, when he thought himfelf dying, and
was apprehended to be fo by others, and he could utter himfelf
- only by broken Whifpers, he often repeated the Word Eter-
" mity 5 and faid, ‘¢ Ihall foon be with the holy Angels.”ﬁ--
o i1

-
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¢¢ He will come; he will not tarry.”---He told me one Night,
as he went to Bed, that ¢ he expeéted to die that Night :”*
And added, *“ I am not at all afraid, I am willing to go this
¢¢ Night, if it be the Will of GOD. Death is what I long
¢ for.,”” He fometimes exprefled himfelf as ¢¢ baving nothing
$¢ to do but to die ; and being willing to go that Minute, if
¢¢ it was the Will of GOD. He fometimes ufed that Expref-
fion, ¢ O why is his Chariot fo long in coming !

. Hefeem’d to have remarkable Exercifes of Refignation to the
. Will of GOD. He once told me, that ** he bad longed for
$¢ the Que- pauring of the Hory SpiriT of GQD, and the
$¢ glorious Times of the Church ; and hoped they were com-
¥¢ ing ; and fhould have been willing to have lived to promore
$¢ Religion at that Time, if tHat had been the Will of GOD.
%¢ But (fays he) I am willing it fhould be as it is : I would
- ¥¢ not have the Choice to make for my felf for Tea Thoufand
€ Worlds,” # )

He feveral Times fpake of the different Kinds of Willing-
nefs to die : And' fpoke of it as an ignoble mean Kind of
Willingnefs to die, to be willing, only to get rid of Pain, o
to go to Heaven only to get Honour and Advancement there.
His own Longings for Death feemed to be quite of a different
Kind, and for nobler Ends, When he was firft taken with
fomething like a Diarrhea, which is looked upon as one of the
Jaft and moft fatal Symptoms in a Confumption, he faid, ¢ Q
¢¢ now the glorious Time is coming ! I have longed to ferve
¢ GOD perfectly 3 and .GQD 'will gratify thefe Defires.”
And at one Time and another, in the latter Part of his Ilinefsy
he uttered thefe Expreffians. ¢“ My Heavea is, to pleafe GOD,
“ and glorify him, and give all to him, and to be wholly de-
¢ voted to his Glory : Thatis the Heaven Ilong for : That
¢ is my Religion ; and that is my Happinefs ; and always
¢ was, ever fince I fuppofed I had any true Religion : And
¢¢ all thole that are of that Religion, fhall meet me in Heaven,
¢¢ ---I don’t go to Heaven to be advanced, but to give Honour
% to GOD. ’Tisno Matter where I fhall be ftation’d in

! * He writes thus in his Diary, ¢ Aug. 23. 1747: In the Weck
¢¢ paft, I had divers Turns of inward Refrefhing. Though my Body
¢ was inexpreflibly weak, followed continually with Agues and Fevers,
¢« fometimes my Saul éenter'd in GOD as my orly Portion 3 and I
¢ felt I fhould be forever unhappy, if he did ratreign. I faw the
¢ Sweetnefs and Happinels of being his Subje, at his Difpofal, This
* made all my Dificulties quickly vanith, -

. : i Weoaven,
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b Hciven, whether I have a high or low Seat there, but to love
“¢ and pleafe and glorify GOD.---If I had a Thoufand Souls;

%< if they were worth any Thing, I would give ’em all to
€<

e

-

GOD : But I have nothing to give, when all is dene, --<= .

It is impoffible for any rational Creature to be happy - with=

. ¢ out a&ing all for GOD': GOD himfelf could not maké

i ¢“ me happy any other Way.---I long to be in Heaven, praif-

! ¢ ing and -glorifying GOD with the holy Angels ; ill my

- ¢ Defire'is to glorify GOD.---My Heart goes out to the Bu~

© “ rying-Place, it feems to me a defirable Place> Bur O to
¢ glorify GOD ! Thatisit! Thatis above all I---'Tis a
¢ greac Comfort to me to think that I have done a little for
¢¢ GOD in the World ; *Tis but a very fmall Matter ; yet

- ¢ I'haye done a little ; and T lament it “that I have not done

¢ more for him.---There is nothing in the World worth living
¢¢ for, but deing Good, and finithing God’s Work, doing the-
““ Work that Carist did. I fee nothing clfe in the Werld

- ¢ that can yield any Satisfa&ion, befides living to GOD, pleaf-
¢ ing bim, and doihg his whole Will.---My greateft Joy and
¢ Comfort has been to do fomething for promoting the Inter-
¢ eft of Religion, and the Souls of particular Perfons,” 1 'f _‘

) ter

‘

. * In his Diary he writes thus ; * Sept. 7. 1747, When I was in
* great Diftrefs of Body, my Soul defired that GOD fhould be glori-
¢ fied. T f{aw there was no Heaven but this. I could not but {peak
* tothe By-flanders then, of the only Happinefs, viz. Pleafing GOD.
4 O that I could forever live to GOD | The Day, I truft, is at
“ é‘land, < The periect Day ! O the Day of Deliverance from all
¢ Sin I” - o ’ '
|« Sept. 19. Near Night, while T attempted to walk a litle, my -
"¢ Thoughts turned thus ; How infinitely fweet it is to love GOD,
¢ and’be all for him ! Upon which it was fuggefted to me, 2o are
- *“ wot an Angel, not lively and aflive. 'To which my whole Soul im~
 mediately reply’d, I as fincerely defire to love and glorify GOD, as
““ any Angel in Heaven. Upon which it was fuggefted again, But yoy
*“ are filthy, mot fit for Heaven. Hereupon inftantly appeared the  ~
“ bleHled Robes of Curisr’s Righteoufnefs, which I could not but
¢ exult and triumph in, I view'd the infinite Excellency of GOD;
““ and my Soul even broke with Longiags, that GOD fhould be glot
“¢ rified, I thought of Dignity in Heaven : But inftantly the Tho't
¢ returned, [ don't go to Heaven to get Honour, but to give all pof-
“ fible Glory and Praife. O how I longed that GOD fhould be
*“ glorified on Earth alfo ! O [ was made, for Eiernity, if GOD
* might be glarified ! Bodily Pains I cared not for ; though I :ls
then
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. Afer -he came to be in fo low a State, that he ceafled” ta
have the leaft Expeftation of Recovery, his Mind was peculi<
arly carried forth with carneft Concern for the Profpeiity of
the Church of GOD on Earth : Which feem’d very mani-
feftly to arife from a pure difinterefted Love to CHRI>T, and
Defire of his Glory., The Profperity of Zion, was a Theme
that he dwelt much upon, and fpake much of ; and more and
more, the nearer Death approach’d. He told me when near
his End, that ¢ be never, in all his Life, had his Mind fo led
#¢ forth in' Defires and earneft Prayers for the flourifhing of
¢ -Curist’s Kingdom on Earth, as fince he was brought fo
¢ exceeding low at Boflon,”” He feem’d much to wonder,that
there appeared no more of a Difpofition in Minifters and People,
to pray for the flourithing of Religion through the World,
And particularly, he feveral Times exprefs’d his Wonder, that
there appear’d no more Forwardnefs to comply with the Pio-
pofal lately made from Scotland, for united extraordinary Prayer
among GOD’s People, for the Coming of CHRIsT’s Kingdom,
and fent it as his dying' Advice to his own Congregation, that
they fhould pra&ife agreeable to that Propofal,

" But a little before his Dcath, he faid to me, as I came inta
the Room, ¢ My Thoughts have been employed on the old
¢¢ dear Themc, the Profperity of GOD’s Church on Earth,
¢¢ As I waked out of Sleep (faid he) I was led to cry forthe
_*¢ pouring out of GOD’s Spirit, and the Advancement of
¢¢ Curist’s Kingdom, which the dear Redeemer did and fuf-
¢¢ fered fo much for: *’T'is that efpecially makes me long for it.”

L

f¢ then in Extremity, I mever felt eafier ; I felt willing tg glorify
¢ GOD in that State of bodily Diftrefs, as long as he pleas’d I fhould
¢ coniinue fo. The Grave appeared reslly fweet, and I longed to
¢ lodge my weary Bonesinit : But O that GOD might be glo-
¢¢ yified ! ‘This was the Burden of all ' my Cry. O I knew I fhould
¢ be aftive as an Angel in Heaven, and that I fhould be ftripp’d of
¢ my filthy Garments ! So that there was no Obje@icn, But O to
¢ love and praife GOD mare, to pleafe him forever ! This my Soul
¢ panted after, and even now pants for, while I write. O that
¢ GOD may be glorified in the whole Earth | LORD, let thy King-
 dom come. I longed for a Spirit of Preaching to defcend and reft
~ ¢ on Minifters, that they might addrefs the Confciences of Men wi'h
" $¢ Clofenefs and Power. I faw, GOD had the Refidue of the Spirit ;
* and my Sou! longed it Yhould be poured out from on high. I could

¢ not but plesd with GOD for my dear Congregation, that he would

- #¢ preferve it, and not fuffer his great Name to lofe its Glory in that
% Work ; My Soul fill longing, that GOD might be gloxiﬁed."B

. ut
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© Buta few Days before his Death, he defired us to fing 3
Pfalm that was concerning the Profperity of Zion; which, he
fignified that his Mind was engaged in the Thoughts of, and
Defires after, above all Thiogs ; and at his Defire we fang a
Part of the 102 Pfalm. And when we had done, though he
was then fo low that he could fearcely fpeak, he fo exerted
himfelf, that he made a Prayer, very audibly, wherein, befides
praying for thofe prefent, and for his own Congtegation, he
carneftly prayed for the reviving and flourithing of Religion in
the World, _

His own Congregation efpecially lay much on his Heart. He

- often fpake of them: And commonly when he did fo, it was

with extraordinary Tendernefs ; fo that his Speech was in-
terrupted and drowned with Weeping. :
Thus I have endeavoured to reprefent fomething of the Cha-
raller and Behaviour of that excellent Servant of CHRIsT,
whofe Funeral is now tobe attended. Though I have done it
very imperfeétly ; yet I have endeavoured to do it- faithfully,

+ and as in the Prefence and Fear of GOD, without Flattery 3
- which furely is to be abhorred in Minifters of the Gofpel,

when fpeaking as Meflengers of the LORD of Hofts.

Such Reafon have we to be fatisfied that the Perfon that has
been fpoken of, now he is abfent from the Body,is prefent with
the LORD, And not only fo,but alfo, with him, now wears
a Crown of Glory, of diftinguifh’d Brightnefs, '

And how much is there in the Confideration of fuch an Ex-
ample, and fo blefled an End, to excite us, who are yet alive,
with-the greateft Diligence and Earneftnefs, to improve the

- Time of Life, that we alfo.may go to be with CHRrIsT, when

we forfake the Body ? The Time is coming, and will foon
come, we know not how foon, when we muft ecternally

~ take Leave of a]l Things here below, to enter on a fixed un=

alterable State in the eternal World, O, how well is it worth
the while to labour and fuffer and deny our felves, to lay up in

Store a good Foundation of Support and Supply, againft that
Time ! How much is fuch a Peace,as we have heard of, worth
“at fuch a Time ! And how difmal would it be, to be in fuch

Circumftances, under the outward Diftreffes of a tonfuming,

~ diffolving Frame, and looking Death in the Face from Day tq
- Day, with Hearts uncleanfed, and Sin unpardon’d, under a

dreadful Load of Guilt and divine Wrath, having much Sorrow

" and Wrath in our Sicknefs, and nothing to comfort and fupport
* our Miads, nothing before us but a fpcedy Appsarance, before

tle
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tke Judgment-Seat of an almighty, infinitely holy, and angry
GOD, and an endlefs Eternity in fuffering his Wrath without
Pity or Mercy ! The Perfon we have been fpeaking of, had 2
great Senfe of this,” He faid, not long before his Death, *“Tis
¢ fweet to me to think of Eternity : The Endlefnefs of i¢
¢ makes it fweet. But, Oh what fhall I fay to the Eternity
€< of the Wicked !---I can’t mention it, nor think of it !--+
¢¢ The Thought is too dreadful 1’--- At another Time, fpeak-
ing of an Heart devoted to GOD and his Glory, he faid, ** O
€% of what Importance is it to have fuch a Frame of Mind,
- ¢ fuch:an Heart as this, when we come to die ! *T'is this now
% that gives me Peace,” _ _ ‘
i How much is there, in particular, in the Things that have
been obferved of this eminent Minifter of CHRrIsT, to excite
'us, who are called to the fame great Work of the Gofpel~
Miniftry, to earneft Care and Endeavours, that we may bein
like Manner faithful in our Work ; that we may be fill’'d
with the fame Spirit, animated with the like pure and fervent
Flame of Love to GOD, and the like éarneft Concern to ad-
vance the Kingdom and Glory of our Lorb and Mafter, and
the Profpecity of Zionu # How amiable did thefe Principles ren-
der this Servant of Ciir1sT in his Life, and how blefled in his
End ? The Time will foen come, when we alfo muft leive
our earthly Tabernacles, and go to our LORD that fent us to
labour in his Harveft, to render an Account of.our felves to
him. O how does it concern us fo to run as not uncertainly ;
fo to fight, riot as thofe that beat theAir ? And fhould not what
we have heard excite us to Care to depend on GOD for his
Help and Affiftance in 6ur great Work, and to be much i -
feeking the Influences of his Spirit, and Succefs in our Labours,
by Fafting and Prayer ; which the Perfon that has been fpokens
of was abundant in ? Tbis Pra&ice he earneflly recom-
mended on his Death-Bed, from his ewn Experience of the
. great Benefits of it, to fome Candidates for the Miniftry that
" ftood by his Bed-Side : And was often {fpeaking of the:
geat Need Minifters have of much of the Spirit of
HRIST in their Work, and how little Good they are like
to do without it ; and how ‘¢ when Minifters were under the
“¢ fpecial Influences of the Spirit of GOD, it zffifted them to-
¢ come at the Confciences of Men, ‘and (as he expreffed it)
¢ as it were to handle them with Hands : W hereas, without
¢ the Spirit of GOD, (faid he) whatever Reafog and Oratory
¢ we make Ufe of, we do but make Ufle of Stumps, inftead’
¢ of Hands,” ' S o

-

e ) S




——

AG ~  Zibjent Jrom the Dody,

O that the Things that were feen and heard in this extra<-

i ordinary Perfon, his Holinefs, Heavenlinefs, Labour and Self- -

denial in Life, bis fo remarkable devoting himfelf and his. All, "
in Heart and Praltice, to the Glory of GOD, and the won-
derful Frame of Mind manifefted, in fo ftedfaft a Manner, un<-
der the Expetation of Death, and the Pains.and Agonies that’
brought it on, may excite in us all, -both Minifters and People,:
a due Senfe of the Greatnefs of the Work we have to do in the:
World, the Excellency and Amiablenefs of thorough Religion
in Experience and Pra&ice, and the Bleflednefs of the End. of:
fuch, whofe Death finithes fuch a Life, and the infinite Value:
of their cternal Reward, when abfent from the Body and pre-
fent with the LORD ; and effeually fir us up to Endeavours
that in the Way of fuch an holy Life, we may at laft comq
to fo blefled an End. Amen, :

S . ,\; ! :‘:‘,f\ ’
. v F I N I S’ (‘-.'(,'."5 s \’
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'ADVERTISEMENT.
. Now in the Prefs, .and will foon be Publithed,

A Humble Attempt to promote an explicit Agreement and vifible

Union of God’s People through the World, in extraordinary
Prayer, for the Revival of Religion and the Advancement of Chrift's
Kirgdom on Earth, purfuant to Scripture-Promifes and * Prophecies
concerning the laft Time.: Occafion’d by & late Memorial publifhed

- by a Number of Minifters in Scorland, and fent over to America ; giving

an Account of 2 certain Concert for Prayer,—which has been already

' come into by.many Minifters and Others in Great-Britain and fome
‘other Parts, and in which They defire the general Concurrence of their

Chriftian Brethren every where. Containing a Copy of 'the faid Me-

* moria), with a more particular View of the 4fair it relates to ; a Va-

riety of Arguments and Per(uafives to comply with the Motion therein
made, for united and extraordinary Prayer ; and Anfwers to fore
Objettions: Together with feafonable Confiderafions on the Afpecta
of Providence in many late wonderfal Difpenfations, and the prefent

© State of Things in the Church and moral Warld ; pointing qut_the
. Fulfilling of the Scriptures, and the Voice of God to his People, in
thefe Events. By Fomathan Edwards, A. M. Minifter of the Gofpet

“erthampton. To be fold by D, Henchman in Cornhils
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