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LIFE

OF THE

REV. WILLIAM TENNENT.

SIS,

A BIONG the duties which eve
ery generaiion owes to those which are
to cmceod it, we ma: reckon the careful
delincation of the cuaracters of those
whose example deserves, and may in-
vite imitation. Lxample speaks louder
than precept, and living practical relie
gion has a much greater effect on mana
kind than argumont or elocuence.— -
Hence, the lives of pious men become
the most important sources of mstruc-
tion and warning to posterity ; while
their exemplary conduct affords the best
commentary on the religion they pro-
fessed, But when su-h men have been
remarkably favored of God, with un-
usual degrees of light and knowledge,
and have been honoxcd by the special .
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and extraordinarv influences of his Ho-
ly Spirit, and by the most manifest and
wonderiul interpositions of divine Pro-
vidence in their behalf, 1t becomes a du-
ty of more than common obligation, to
hand down to posterity the principal
events of their lives, together with such
useful inferences as they naturally sug-
gest. A neglect of this duty, even by
persons who may be conscious of the
want of abilities necessary for the ccm-
picte biographer, 1s greaﬂ\ culpable ;
for if the strictest attention be paid to
the truth of the facts related,and all ex-
agzeration or partial representation be
carc fullv avaided, the want of other fur-
nitire can be no excuse for burying in
oblivion th:t conduct, which, if known,
ml()ll-.. ectily and benefit the werld.

T'he wrtter of thess memoirs bas difhi-
cuitics ol a pecul:ar kind to encounter,
In atrempiing to sketch the life of that
incdest,humble,and worthy man, whose

ractions, exer-ises, and sentiments he
wishes to r=cord.  Woridly men, who
are emuicys to trarsmit their names to
tollowiv.~ ages, take care to leave such
materiais tor the futire  historian, as
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may secure the celebrity which thev
scek. But the humble follower of the
meek and lowly Jesus, whose sole aim
is the glory of God, in the welfare of
immortal souls, goes on, from day to
day, as seeing Him who is invisible,
careful to approve himself only to the
Scarcher of hearts, regardiess of world-
ly fame or distinction, and leaving it to
his heavenly Father to reward him opens
ly, in the day of ﬁn;.l account. The
writer of such a mau’s lite must prin-
cipally rely on a personal acquaintance
with him, and the communications of
his intimate friends, for the information
which shall be 1mparted to the public,
In these circumstances it 15 peculiarly
embarrassing if some of the tacts to be
recorded are of such a nature, that it 1s
most dssirable to have their authenticity
so fullv established, that incredulity
shall bé confounded, and the sneer of
the scepticql and profane lose 1ts effect.
But the writer of the following narra-
tive, though placed in these circum-
stances,anJ having such facts to detail,
has nevertheless determined to proceed
i1¢ has refreshed and corrected his own,
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recollection, by the most careful enqui-
ries thai he could pessibly make of othe
ers, until he 1s well assured, that what
ke shall state 1s incontestible truth,—
From the very nature ot several things
of which an account will be given, they
do not, indeed, admit of any other di~
rect testimony than that of the remark-
able man to whom they relate. But if
there ever was a person who deserved
to be believed unreservedly on his own
weord, it was he,  He possessed an in-
tegrity of soul and a soundaness of judg-
ment, which did actually secure him an
unlimited confidence from ail who knew
him. Every species of deception, false-
hood, and exaggeration, he abhorred
and scorned. He was an Israclite, n-
deed, in whom there was no guile.—
With such materials, then, as have been
mentioned, and for a work of such chara
acter as has been hinted, the writer has
“undertaken his task. He has under-
taken what he would most gladly have
resigned to an abler hand; but from
which, as no other oftered, he dared
not withhold his own. He could wish
that speculative and even unbelieving
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minds might be instructed and convin-
ced by these memoirs. But iis priz-
cipal object, and that in which he trusts
he shall not be entirely disappointed, 13
to direct, assist, and comfort pilous
souls, groaning under the pressure of
the calamities which they often have to
endure in their pilgrimage through the
wilderness of this world.

- The late Rev. WiLriaym Texnexi,
of Freehold, in the county of Mon-
mouth, in the state ¢f New-Jersev, ot
whom we write, was the secoad son ¢t
the Rev. William Tennent, minister ¢t
the gospel at Neshaminv, in Bucks-
county, in the state of Pennsylvanic.
This last gentleman was orxgmaiiv a
minister of the church of England, in
the then kingdom of Ireland, where he
was born and received his educatiou.
He was chaplain to an Irish nobleman,
but being conscienciously serupulous ot
conforming to the terms imposed o
the clergy of that kingdom, he was de-
prived of his Ii.ing.  He now became
acquainted with the famous Gilbert
Kennedy, of , a Presbyterian min-
ister; who had also been persecuted for
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his religious principles, and soon after
married his daughter,  Finding 1t dif-
ficult to continue at home with any sat-
isfactory degree of usefulness, and his
familv 1ncreasing, after a {ew years he
determined to emigrate to America,
where he was encou m«rcd to hope fera
gl‘e’ltt“ liberty of conscience, as well as
the prospect of being cmplo;ed In ev-
ta.ndmg the Redeemer’s kingdom in
that ncw world, He arrived at Phila-
delphia in the sumimer of 1718, with
his wife, four sons, and one daughtcr.
His sons were, Gilbert, who was aftera
wards the pastor of the second Presby-
terian church in Pluldddphla Wiiliam,
the subject of- these memoirs; John,
who became pastor of the church at
¥reehold, and died at the age of twen-
ty-five vears ; and Charles, afterwards
minister of the Preshyterian church at
~Whiteclay creek, whence he removed
'to Buckingt nm, in I 1~1;‘y11n(l
\Vxlham ‘ennent, the father, on his
first coming to Americo, scttlcd at Fast
Chester, wn the then proviuce of New.
York, and afterwards removed to Bed.
iord. In a short time he was called to
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Bucks county, in Pennsylvania, and
preached at Bensalem and Smithﬁeld
but soon after settled permanently a
Nebhammv, in the same county. Be-
1.y skilied in the Latin language, so as
to speak and write it almost as well as
his mother tongue....a good proficient
also 1in the other learned languages, and
well-read in divinity, he determined to
sct up a school for the instruction of
youth, particularly of those designed for
the gospel ministry, as the best service
he could render to God and his new
adopted country—education being then
at a very low ebb. There appeared, in
his apprchension, a very large field for-
the propagation of the gospel, could a
sufficient number of faithful laborers be
found for so great a harvest. A learn-
e¢d ministry, he well knew, was neces-
sary to the sure foundation of the church
of Christ, especially in a new courtry,
50 )ocuharlv exposed to every invader,.
cmc{ where the enemy might so success-
tully sow tares among the wheat. In
pursuance of this desxgn, he established
an academy, and built a house, since
known by the name of the log-college.
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Soon after his arrival in Bucks coun-
ty, on full consideration, he left the
church of Eng'and, and, to enlarge his
5phere of us“fu!ne%s determined to join
the Presbyterian church. According-
ly, he qpphea to the synod of Philadel-
phia for admission into their commus-
nion ; and, ¢n due examination, and
,compi} ing with their stated rules, he
was very cordially received, At the
first meeting of the synod afterw'irds,
he addressed that vencrable body, 1n an
elegant Latin oration, which added
greatly to his celebrity, and increased
the hopes of his friends as to the suc-
cess of the institution he had founded.

To erect and support such an 1mpor-
tant < minary of learning, out of his
own private purse, at that early period,
in a new country just rising from a sav-
age wilderness, and to devote himself
to so severe a service, in addition to
his pastoral charge, was a boon to his
generation, that at this day cannot be
easily nor sufficiently appreciated.

His expectations, in afew year s, were
more than realized. In this institution,
- the principal men ef the day, and many
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of the Presbyterian clergy were edica-
ted, and added greatly to the increase
and usefulness of their churches. The
late Reve Messrs. Rowland, Campbell,
Lawrence, Beatty, Robinson,and Sam-
uel Blair, with many others,were among
the number of his pupils, and thought
themseives honoved by being consider-
ed as sons ot this humble seminary,—
Here also his own four sons received
their education, and were prepared for
their 1mportant services. IHad these
been the only fruits of that infant aca-
demy, America would have reason to
rejoic«., and to render thanks to thag
God who directed this gentleman to
visit her shores.

His second son, WiLLiAM, who is
the subject of these sketches, was born
on the 3d day of June, 1705, m the
county of Antrim, in Ireland, and was
- just turned of thirteen years when he
arrived in America. He applied him-
sclf, with much zeal and.industry, to
his Studlt's, and made great proﬁueacv
i the lapguages, particularly in %he
Latin. Bcing early impressed with a
deep sense of divine things, he scondes
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termined to follow the example of his
father and elder brother, by devoting
- himself to the service of Ged in the
ministry of the pospel.  His brother
Gilbert being called to the pastoral
charge of the church at New-bruns-
wick, in New-Jersey, and making a
very conbldcmb‘c figure as a usetul and
popular preacher, William determined,
as he had complcted kis course in the
languages, to study divinity under his
brother. Accordingly he left his fa-
ther’s house, with hl: consent and by
his advice,and went to vew-Brunswick,
At his departure from home, which was
considered as his setting out in life, his
father addressed him with great affec-
tion, commending him to the favor and
protection of that God, from whom he
himself had received so much mercy,
and who had directed him in all his
migrations. He gave him a small sum
© of money,as the amount of all he could
do for him, telling him that if he beha-
ved well and did his duty, this was an
ample provision for him ; and if he
should act otherwise, and prove un-

grateful to a kind and gracious God,
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it was too much and more than he de-
served. Thus, with « p:ttance, and the
blessing of a pious and affectionate pa-
rent, of more consequence than thou-
sands of pounds, the young student set
out in the world. ~
After a regular course of stuzlv n
theology, Mr. Tennent was preparing
for his examination by the Presbytery,
as a candidate for the gospel ministry,
His intense application affected his
health, and brought on a pain in his
breast and a slight hectic, Ile soon
became emaciated, and at length was
like a hiving skeleton. His life was
now threatened. He was attended by
a physician, a young man who was ate
tached to him by the strictest and warms
est friendship. He grew worse and
worse, till little hope of life was left.
In this situatiun his spirits faiied him
and he began to enteriain doubts of his
final happiness. ke was conversing
one morning with his brother,in L&tm,
on the stute of his soul, when he faints
ed and died away. After the usual
~ time, he was laid out or. a board, ace
cording to . the common practice o the
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country, and the neighborhood were i
vited to attend his funeral on the next
day. In the evening, his physician
and friend returned from a nde into
the couniry, and was afflicted beyond
measure at the news of his death., He
could not be persuaded that it was cer-
tain ; and on being told that one of the
persons who had assisted in laying out
the bedy thought he had obs rved a
little tremor of the flesh under the arm,
although the body was cold and stiff, he
en\leawr*»‘u to ascertain the fact, IHe
first put his own hand 1nto warm water
to make 1t as sensible as possivle, and
then fclt under the arm, and at the
heart, and affirmed that he felt an un.
usual warmth, though no one else could.
IHe had the body restored to a warm
bed, and insisted that the people who
had been 1nvited to the funeral, should
be requested not to attend, To this
the brother objected as absurd, the eyes
being sunk, the lips dlscolored, and th
whole body coid and siifl.  However,
the doctor finally prevailed, and all
probable means were used to discover
~symptoms of returning life,  But ti=
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third day arnved and no hopes were
entert'\mcd of success but by the doc-
tor, who niever lefi him night nor day.
The people were again invited, and as-
sembled to attend the funeral. The
doctor still objected, and at last conhi-
ned his request for delav to one hour,
tlen to half an hour, and finally to a
quarter of an hour, He had discover-
cd that the tongue was much swoln,
and threatened to cracke He was en-
dcavoring to soften it by some emollient
ointment put upon it with a feather,
when the brother came in, about the
expiration of the last period, and mis-
_takmg what the doctor was doing for
an attempt to fced him, manifested some
resentment, and,in a spirited tone, said;
“ Jt 1s shameful to be feedmg a lifes
less corpse ;”’ and insisted, with earnest-
ness, that the funerai should inimedi-
ately proceed. At this critical and
important momoznt, the body, to the
great alarm and astonishment of 2ll
present, cpened its eyes, gave a dread-
ful groar, and sunk again into apparent
death. ‘T'his put an end te all thoughts
of burying him, uud every cfioit was
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again employed in hopes of brmgmg
about a speedy resuscitation.  In about
an hour, the eyes again opcned, a hea-
vy groan proceeded from the b0fl} » AN
again all appearance of animation vana-
ished. In another hour, lite seemed to
return with more power, and a com-
plete revival took place, to the great
joy of the family and friends, and to
the no small astonishment and convica
tion of very many who had been ridi-
culing the idea of restoring to life a
dead body.

Mr. Tennent continued in so weak
and low a state for six weeks, that great
doubts were entertained of his final re-
covery. However,after that period he
recovered much faster, but it was about
twelve mouths before he was complete-
ly restored.  After he was able to walk
the rcom, and to take nctice of what

/ passed arvund him, on a Sunday after-
noon, his sister, who had staid from
church to attend him, was reading in
the Bible, when he tock notice of it
and asked her what she had n her
haand. Shé&nswered that she was read-
g the Bible. He replied, ¢« What is



17

the Bible? Iknow not what you mean.”

This affected the sister so much that
she burst into tears, and informed him
that he was once well acquainted with
it On her reporting this to the bro-
ther when he returned, Mr. Tennent
was found, upon examination, to be to-

tally ignorant of every. transaction of

his life previous to his sickness.  He
could not read a single word, neither
did he seem to have any idea of what
it meants As soon as he became ca-
pible of attention, he was taught to read
and write, as children are usually taughs,
and afterwards began to learn the Latin
language, under the tuition of his bro-
ther, One day as he was reciting a
lesson in Cornelius Nepos, he suddenly
started, clapped his hand to his head,
as 1f scmething had hurt him, and made
a pause. His brother asking him what
was the matter, he said that he fclt a
sudaen sheck in his head, acd it now
seemed to him as if he had read-that
beok belore. By degrees his recollece
ticn was restered, and he couvid speak
the Latin as fluently as before his sick»

nesse  His memory so completely re-
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vived,inat he gained a purfect knowl-
coye of th~ past transactions of his life,
s ii no dificulty had prwmualv occura
xc(l. This event, at the time, made a
considerable noise,and +Forded not only
matterof seriouscontemnplationto the de-
vout christian, e *)Lci"liv when conuects
ed with what feilows in this narration,
but furnished a subject ot deep inves.
tigation and learned enquiry to the real
phllcsopher and curiocus anatomist.
The writer of these memoirs was
greatly interested by these uacommen
events; and, on a favorable occasion,
earnestly plcssad Mr. Tcenaent for a
minute account of what his views and
apprehensions were, while he lay 1 this
extraordinary state of suspended ani-
_ mation.  He discovered greut reluc-
. tance to enter 1nto any explanation of
his perceptions and feclings at this
time ; but being umportunzicly m‘bcd
to do it, he at length consented, and
proceeded with a solemnity not to be
described.
“While I was conversing with mv
brother,” said he, *“on the state.of my
soul, and the it.u:. Ihad eateriained

Fd
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for my future welfare, I found myself,
1n an instant, in another state of exist-
cnce, under the direction of a superior
Being, who ordered me to follow him,
I was accordingly wafted along, I know
not how, till I beheld at a distance an
ineffable glory, the impression of which
on my mind, it 1s impossible to commu.
nicate to mortal man, I immediately
reflected on my happy change, and
thought—Well, blessed be God! I am
sate at last, notwithstanding all my
fears. I saw an innumerable host of
happy beings, surrounding the inex.
pressxble glory, in acts of adoration and
{)0) ous worship ; but I did not see any

odily shape or representation in the
glorious appearance. I heard things
unuttgrable, I heard their songs and®
hallelujahs, of thanksgiving and praise,
with unsPeakﬁble rapture. I felt joy
unutterable and full of glory. I then
applied to my conductor, and requested
leave to join the happy throng; on
which he tapped me on the shoulder,
and said, * You must return to the
earth,’ This' scemed hike a sword
through mv heart. In an instant I res
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collect to have seen my brother stand-
ing before me, disputing with the doc-
tore The three days during which I
had appeared iifeless, seemed to me
hot more than ten or twenty minutes.
The idea of returning to this world of
sorrow aund trouble gave me such a
shock, that I fainted repeatedly.,” He
added, “Such was the effzct on my
mind of what I had seen and heard,
that if it be possible for a human b\,mg
to live entirelyabove the world and the
things of it, for some time afterwards
1 was that person. . ‘L'he ravishing
sounds of the songs and hallelujahs that
I heard, and the very words that wera
- uttered, were not'out of my ears, when
~awake, tor at least three years. All
the andoma of the carth were in my

sight as nothing and vanity ; aand s
great were my 1deas of heave nl) gtorv
that nothing which did not in some

measure relate to it, could command
my serious attention.” *

* The author has been particularly solicitous
to ob:ain every confirmation of this extraor-
dinary event in the life of Mr. Tenneat. He,
accordingly, wrote to cvery person he could
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Itis notsurprising, thatafter so affoct-
Ing an account, strong solicitude should

think of, likely to have conversed with M-. T.
oa the subject. He received several answers ;
but the following letter, from the worthy suc-
cessor of Mr. Tennent, in the pastoral charge
of his church, will answer for the author’s pur-
pose. .
“ Monmouth, N. Serser, Dec. 10, 18035.
“IIEAR D1k,

‘““ Agreeably to yourrequest, I uow send you,
in writing, the remarxable account which I
some timne since gave you verbally, respecting
vour good frizad, my worthy predecessor, the
late Rev. Wiiliam Tennent, of this place. In
a very free and feeline conversation on reli-
gion, aad on the future vert an! blessedness of
thz people of God, (while travel ling toge:her
from Monmouth to Princeon) I men*loned'to
Mr. Tenaent that I shoultl be highly gratifiéd
in hearing, from iils owi mouth;"an account of -
the tm.lu, which he was s2id to have bezn in,
unless the reiation would he disagrecable to
himself. Af.er a shert siience, he proceed ded,
saying, that h.;: bad been sick with a fever—-
that the fever increased, and he by deorees
sunk under it. After some time (as his*friends
informed him) he died, or appeaged to die, in
the same maunner as persons - usustly do; thar
in laying him out, one hvmened to draw his
hand under the lofc arin, and perceweda small
tremor in the flesh; that he was' laid ons; rand
was cold and stiff. The time for \qs funeral
was appointed, and the people coﬂe&ed buta
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have been felt for further information
as to the words, or at least the subjects

voung doctor, his particular friend, pleaded
with great earnestness that he might not then
be buried, as the tremor under the arm con-
tinued ; that his brother, Gilbert, became im-
patient with the young gentleman, and said to
him, ¢ What ! a man not dead avho is cold and
stiff as a stake ” The importunate young
friend, however, prevailed ; another day was
appointed for the burial, and the people sepa-
rated. During this interval many means were
inade use of to discover, if possible, some symp-
toms of life ; but none appeared excepting the
tremor. The doctor never left him for three
nights and three days. The people again met
to bury him, but could not, even then, cbtain
the consent of his friend, who pleaded for one
hour more ; and when that was gone he plead-
, €d for half an hour, and then for a quarter cf
san hour; when, just at the close of this period,
2on which hung his last hope, Mr. Tennent
opened his cyes. They then pried open his
mouth, which was stif, so as to get a quill in-
1o it, through which some liquid was conveyed
into the stomach, and he by degrées recovcred.
““ This account, as intimated before, Mr.
Tennent said he had received from his friends,
1'said to him, ¢ Sir, ycu seem to be one indeed
raited frem the dead, and may tell us what it
is to die, and what you were censible cf while
ina that state.’ He replicd.in the following
words: ‘ As to dying—I fecupd my fever in.
crease, and I became weal’er and weaker, un-
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of praise and adoration, which Mr,
Tennent had heard, But when he was

til, a/l at once, 1 found myvself in heaven, as I
thought. I saw no shape as to the Deity, out
glory ali unutterable P’ Here ke paused, as theWgh
unable to- find words to express his views, let
his bridle fall, and lifi:inélp his haads, pro-
ceeded, ‘I caasay as Sc. Paul did, I heard and
I saw things all unutterable! 1 saw a great
multiiude before this glory, apparently in the
height of bliss, singing mest melcdicusly. I
was transported with my own situatien, view-
g all my troublies ended, and my rest and glo-
ry begun, and was about to join the great asid
hapuy multitude, wihcn one camé to me, 10.034;,-
ed rae ruil in the facze, lzid his hand upen v
shoulder, and said, ¢ You minst go back.” These
words weat through me; nothirg ccold ‘have
shocked me more; I cried cut, Lierd, must 1
go back! With this shock I opered miy cyés
in this world. When Isaw T was in the work!
T fainted, then camatoe, and fainitod for several .
times, as one prebably weuld nattrally havs
done ia so weak a situation.’ ' T

¢« Mr. Tennent further infoermed nue, thrat s
had so entirely lost the recsllection of his past
life, and the benefit cf his forimmer studies, that
he could neither understand what was spoken
to him, nor write, nor read his owin nome—
-that he nad to begin all anew, and did not re-
collect that he had ever read before, until he
had again learned his letters, and was abie to
prencunce the monosyllables, svch as thes and
toci,  Bug, thar agh® srergrh returacd, whic

.
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requested to communicate these, he
gave a decided negative, adding, *“You
will know them, with many other parti-
culars, hereafter, as vou will find the
whole among my papers;” alluding to
his intention of leaving the writer hereof
his executor, vich precluded any fur-
ther solicitation,*

was very slowly, his memory also returned.
Yet, notwithstanding the extreme feckleness
of his situation, his reccllecticn of wrat he saw
and heard while in heaven. ashe supposed, and
"the sense of divine things which he there cb-
tained, continued ail the time in their full
~strength, so that he was continually in scme-
thing like an ecstacy of mind. ¢ And,’ said ke,
“ for three years, the cense of divine thirgs
continued so great, and every thing else ap-
peared so completely vain, when ccrrpared to
heaven, that cculd I have had the weorld for
stooping down for it, Ibelieve I should not have
thought of doing it.”
* It was so crdered, in the course of divine
Providence. that the writer was screly disap-
~pointed in kis expectaticn of cbtainirg the pa-
pers here alluded to.  Such, hecwever, was the
~will ef heaven ! Mr. Teanent’sdeath happered
during the revcluticrary war, when the €nemy
separated the voriter frem him, so as to render
it impracticakle to attend Lim on a dying bed;
~and before it was poscible to get to Lis hcuse,
-after his dcath, (the writer being with the
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The pious and candid reader is left
to his own reflections on this very ex-
traordinary occurrence. The facts have
been stated, and they are unquestion-
able. The writer will only ask, wheth-
er it be contrary to revealed truth or
to reason, to believe, that in every age
of the world instances like that which is
here recorded have occurred, to furnish
Jwving testimony of the reahty of the in-
visible world, and of the infinite impor-
tance of eternal concerns ?

As soon as circumstances would per-
mit, Mr. Tennent was licensed, and
began to preach the everlasting gospel
with great zeal and success. The death
of his brother John,+ who had been
some time settled as minister of the

American army at the Valley-Forge) his son

came from Charleston, and took his mother,
and his father’s papers and property, and*e-
turned to Carclina. About fifty miles from
Charleston, the son was sudde'nly taken sick,
and died among entire strangers; and never
since, though the writer was left executor to the
son, could any trace of the father 8 papsrs be
g dlscovered by him.

t The following entry in: therecordsof the

" ¢huren at F reehold, shows the op!mon of tha.t.
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Presbyterian church at Freehold, in the
county of Monmouth, New-Jersey, left
that congregation in a destitute state.
They had experienced so much spirit-
ual benefit from the indefatigable labors
and pious zeal of this able minister of
Jesus Christ, that they soon turned their

ttention to his brother, who was re-
ceived on trial; and after one year was
found to be no unworthy successor to
so excellent a predecessor. In Octo-
ber, 1733, Mr. Tennent was regularly
ordained their pastor, and continued so

through the whole of a pretty long life
—one of the best proofs of ministerial

fidelity.
ithough his salary was small, (it1s
thought under 100/.) yet the glebe be-

. church with regard to Mr. John Tennent’s use-

f&iness.
“J.ord’s day, April 23, 1732. The Reve-
rend and dear Mr. John Tennent departed this

life between eight and nine o’clock this morn-
g

ing. A mournful providence, and cause of
great humiliation to this poor congregation, to
be bereaved, in the flower of youth, of the most
laborious, successful, well-qualificd, pious pas-
tor this age aftorded, though but a youth ¢t'235
years, J months, and 11days of age.”
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fonging to the church was an excellens
plantation, on which he lived,and which,
with care and good farming, was capa-
ble of maintaining a family with com-
fort. But his inattention to the things
of this world was so great, that he left
the management of his temporal con-
cerns wholly to a faithful servant, in
whom he placed great confidence. Af-
ter a short time, he found his worldly
affairs were becoming embarrassed.—
His steward reported to him that he was
in debt to the merchant between 20
and 30/, and he knew of no means of
payment, as the crops had fallen short.
Mr. Tennent mentioned this to an inti-
mate friend, a merchant of New-York,
who was on a visit at his house. His
friend told him that this mode of life
would not do-—that he must get a wife
to attend to his temporal affairs, and to
comfort his leisure hours by conjugal
endearments. IHe smiled at the idea,
and assured him, it never would be the
case, unless some friend would provide
one-for him, for he knew not how to go
sboutit. His friend told.him he was
ready to undertake the buginess ; thathe
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had a sister-in-law, one peculiarly suited
in all respects to his character and cir-
cumstances : in short, that she was the
very thing he ought to look for ; andif
he would go with him to New-York the
next day, he would settle the negotiation
for him. To this he soon assented.—
The next evening found him in that city,
and before noon, the day after, he was
ntroduced to Mrs. Noble. He was
much pleased with her appearance ; and,
when left alone with her, abruptly told
her, that he supposed her brother had
informed her of his errand ; thatneither
his time nor inclination would suffer
him to use much ceremony ; but that
if she approved the measure, he would
attend his charge on the next sabbath,
and return on Monday...be married,and
immediately take her home. 'The la-
dy, with some hesitation and difficuity,
at last consented, being convinced that
his situation and circumstances render-
‘ed it propers -Thus, In one week, she
found herself mistress of his house.—
She proved a most invaluable treasure
to him—more than answering every
thing said of her by an affectionate broth.
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er. She took the care of his temporal
concerns upon her, extricated him from
debt,and, by a happy union of prudence
and economy, so managed all his world-
ly business, that in a few years his cir-
cumstances became easy and comforta-
ble. Ina word, in her was literally ful-
filled the declaration 6t Solomon, that
¢ a virtuous woman 1s a crown to her
husband, and that her price is far above

rubies.” Besides several children wha
died in infancy, he had by her three
sons who attained the age of manhood ;
John, who studied physic, and died in
the West-Indies when about thirty-three
years of age; William, 2 man of supe-
rior character, and minister of the In~
dependent church in Charleston, South-
Carolina, who died the latter end of
September; or beginning of October,
A. D, 1777, about thirty-seven years
old; and Gilbert, who also practised
physic, and died at Freehold, before his
father, aged-twenty-eight years. Few
parents could boast three sons of 2 more
maniy or handsome appearance ; and
the father gave them the most liberal
education that the country could afford.
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WMr. Tennent’s inattention to earthly
things continued till his eldest son was
about three years old, when he led him
out into the fields on a Lord’s day, af-
ter public worship. The design of the
walk was for religious meditation. As
he went along, accidentally casting his
eye on the child, a thought suddenly
struck him, and he asked himself this
question : ¢ Should God in his provi-
dence take me hence, what would be-
come of this child and its mother, for
whom I have never taken any persoral
care to make provision ! How can I
answer this negligence to God and to
them?!” ‘I'he impropriety of his inat-
tention to the relative duties of life,
which God had called him to, and the
consideration of the sacred declaration,
¢ that he who does not provide for his
own household, has denied the faith,
and 1s worse than an infidel,” had such
an impressive effect on his mind, that it
almost deprived him-of hissenses. He
saw his conduct, which before he
thought arose entirely from a deep sense
of divine things, in a point of light in
which he never before had viewed it,
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He immediately attempted to return
home, but so great was his distress,
that it was with difficulty he could get
along ; till, all at once, he was relieved
by as suddenly recurring to that text
of scripture, which came into his mind
with extraordinary force—‘¢ But unto
the tribe of Levi Moses gave not any
inheritance ; the Lord God of Israel
was their inheritance.” Such, however,
was the effect of this unexpected scene
on Mr. Tennent’s mind and judgment,
that ever afterwards he prudentlyattend-
ed to the temporal business of life, still,
however, in perfect subordination to
the great things of eternity, and became
- tully convinced that God was to be

faithfully served, as well by discharging
relative duties in his love and fear, as
by the more immediate acts of devo-
tion. He clearly perceived that every
duty had its proper time and place, as
avell as motive ; that we had a right,
ana were called of God, to eat and
drink, and to be properly clothed ; and
of course that care should be taken to
procure those things, provided that all
be dope te the glory of God. In the
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duties of a gospel minister, however,
especiaily as they related to hrs pastoral
‘charge, he still engaged with the utmost
zeal and faithfulness ; «nd was esteem-
ed by all ranks and degrees, as far
as his labors extended, as a fervent,
useful, and successful preacher of the
gospel.
His judgment of mankind was such
as to give him a marked superiority,
in this respect, over his contemporaries,
and greatly aided him in his ministerial
tunctions. He was scarcely ever mis-
taken in the character of a man with
whom he conversed, though it was but
for a few hours. He had anindepen-
dent mind, which was seldom satisfied
cn important subjects without the best
evidence that was to be had. His man.
ner was remarkably impressive ; and
his sermons, although seldom polished,
werz generally lelivered with such in«
describable power, that he was truly an
-able and a successful minister of the
New-Testament. He could say things
from the pulpit, which,if said by almost
any other man, would have been thought
a violation of propriety : but by him
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they were delivered in a manner so pe-
culiar to himself, and so extremely im-
pressive, that they seldom failed to
please and to instruct. As an instance
of this the following anecdote is given,
of the truth of which the writer was a
witness :

Mr. Tennent was passing through a
town in the state of New-Jersey, in
which he was a stranger, and had never
preached ; and stopping at a friend’s
house to dine, was informed, that it was
a day of fasting and prayer in the con-
gregation, on account of a very remark-
able and severe drought, which threat-
encd the most daigerous consequences:
to the fruits of the earth. His friend
had just rcturned from church, and the
intermission was but halfan hour. Mr.
Tennent was requested to preach, and
with great difficulty consented, as he
wished to proceed on his journey. At
church the people were surprised to see
a preacher wholly unknown to them,
and entirely unexpected, ascend the
pulpit. His whole appearance, being
in a travelling dress, covered with dust
~—wearing an old fashioned, large wig,



34

discclored like his clothes, and a long,
meagre visage, engaged thelr attention,
and excited their curiosity. On his
rising up, instead of beginning to pray,
as was the usual practice, he looked
around the congregation, with a pier-
cing eye and earnest attention, and af-
ter a minute’s profound silence, he ad-
dressed them with great solemnity in
the following words: My beloved
brethren! I am told you have come
here to-day to fast ard pray; a very
good work indeed, provided you have

come with a sincere desire to glerily
God thereby : but if your design 1s
merely to comply with a customary
practice, or with the wish of your church
officers, vou are guilty of tiie greatest
folly imaginable, as you had much bet.
ter have staid at home and earned vour
three shillings and six pence.* Butif
vour minds are indeed impressed with
the solemnity of the occasion, and veu
“arereally desirous of hum blmo YOurs

selves Defore Almighty God, youi heav-

* At that time, the stated price for a day’s
iabor.
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enly Father, come, join with me, and
let us pray.” Thishad an effect so un-
common and extraordinary on the con-
gregation, that the utmost seriousness
was universally manifested. The prayer
and the sermon added greatly to the
impressions alreadv made, and tended
to rouse the attention, influence the
mind, command the affections, and in-
crease the temper which had been so
happily produced. Many had reason
to bless God for this unexpected visit,
and to reckon this day one of the hap-
piest of their lives.t

T The writer having requested of the present

Rev. Dr. Williamm M. Tennent, a written ac-
cou: + of an anecdote relative to his uncle, which
he had once heard him repeat verbally, received
in reply the following letter:

““ Adbington, Fanuary 11, 1806.
“S1r,
¢ The anccdote of my vener a,ble relative, the

Rev. William Tennent, of Freehold, which you-

wished me to send you, is.as follows :

“ During the great revival of religion, which
took ;'ﬁlce under the ministry of Mr. White-
field, and others distinguished for their piety
and zecal at that period, Mr. Tennent was la-
boriousiy active, and much engaged to help for-

ward the work; in the performance of which
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While on this subject, we may in-
troduce another anecdote of this won-

he met with strong and powerful temptations.
The following is related as received, in sub-
stance, from his own lips, and may be consid-
ered as extraordinary and singularly striking:
“ On the evening preceding public worship,
which was to be attended the next day, he se-
lected a subject for the discourse which was to
be delivered, and made some progress in his
preparations. In the morning he resumed the
same subject, with an intention to extend his
thoughts further on it, but was presently as-
saulted with a temptation that the Bible, which
he then held in his hand, was not of divine au-
thority, but the invention of man: He instant-
ly endeavored to repel the temiptation by prayer,
but his endeavors proved unavailing. The
temptation continued, and fastened upon him
with greater strength, as the time advanced for
public service. He lost all the thoughts which
he had on his subject che preceding evening.

~ He tried other subjects, but could get nothing

for the people. The whole book of God, an-
der that distressing state of mind, was a sealea
book to himi; and to add to his aflliction, hé
was, to use his own words, ¢ shut up in prayer.’
A cloud, dark as that of Egypt; oppressed his
inind. T
‘“ Thus agonized in spirit, he proceeded to

the church,where he found a large congvegation

assenibled, and waiting to hear the word; and
then it was, he observed, that he was more
deeply distressed than ever, and especially for

'.f-,
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derful man, to show the dealings of
God with him, and the deep contem-

the dishonor which he feared would fall upon
religion, through him, that day. He resolved,
however, to attempt the service. He intro-
duced it by singing a psalm, during which .ime
his agitations were increased to the highest de-
gree. When the moment for prayer com-
Taenced, he arose, as one in the most perilous
and painful situation, and with arms extended
to heaven, began with this outcry, ¢ Lord have
mercy upon me!” Upon the utterance of this
petition, he was heard; the thick cloud in-
stantly broke away, and an unspeakably joyful
light shone in upon his soul, so that his spirit
seemed to be caught up to the heavens, and he
felt as though he saw God, as Moses did on
the Mount, face to face, and was carried forth
to him, with an enlargement greater than he
had ever before experienced, and on every page
of the scriptures saw his divinify inscribed in
brightest cclors. The result was a deep so-
lemnity on the face of the wheole congregation,
and the house at the end cof the prayer was a
Bochim. He gave them the subject cf his
evening meditations, which was brought to his
full remembrance, with an overflewing abun-
dance of other weighty and solemn matter. The
Lord blessed the discourse, so that it proved
the happy means of the conversion of abopt
thirty persens. Tlis day he spoke of, ever
afterwards, as his harvest day.
¢ T am yours, with esteem,

st WILLIAM M. TENNENT >
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Plations of his minde He was attend-
ing the duties of the Lord’s day in his
own congregation as usual, where the
custom was to have morning and even-
:ng service with only half an hour’s in.
termission to relieve the attention. He
had preached in the morning, and in
the intermission had walked 1nto the
woods for meditation, the weather be-
ing warm, Ie was reflecting on the
infinite wisdom of God, as manifested
in all his works, and particularly in the
wonderful method of salvation, through
 the death and sufferings of his beloved
on. This subject suddenly opened
n his mind with such a flood of light,
that his views of the glory, and the in-
finite majestv of Jehovah, were so in.
expressibly great as entirely t> overe
whelm him, and he feil, aimost lifeless,
to the ground. 'When he had revived
a little, all he could do was to raise a
fervent prayer that God wou d with
draw himself from him, or that he must
perish under a view of his inefl ble glos
ry. ~When able to reficct on h s situa-
tion, he could not but abhox hiiasell as
a weak and despicable worm, and seene
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ed to be overcome with astonishment,
that a creature so unworthy and insuf-
ficient, had ever dared to attempt the
instruction of his fellow-men in the na«
tyre and atiributes of so glorious a Be-
ing. Overstaying his usual time, some
of his elders went in search of him,
and found him prostrate on the ground,
unable to rise, and incapable of inferm-
ing them of the causes They raised
him up, and after some time brought
him to the church, and supported him
to the pulpit, which he ascended on his
hands and knees, to the no small aston-
ishment of the congregation. He re-
mained silent a considerable time, ear-
nestly supplicating Almighty God (as
he told the writer) to hide himself from
him, that he might be enabled to ad-
dress his people, who were by this tine
lost in wonder to know what had pro-
duced this uncommon event. His
prayers were heard, and he became able
w stand up, by holding the desk. He
now began the most affecting and pa-
thetic address that the congregation had
ever received from Him, He gave a

vrpm.:mg account of the views he ha.d
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- of the infinite wisdom of God, and
greatly deplored his own incapacity to
speak to them concerning a being so
infinitely glorious beyond all his pow-
ers of description. He attempted to
show something of what had been dis-
covered to him of the astonishing wis-
dom of Jehovah, of which it was 1m-
possible for human nature to form ade-
quate conceptions, He thea broke out
into so fervent and expressive a prayer,
as greatly to surprise the congregation,
and draw tears from every eye. A
sermon followed that continued the sol-
-emn scene, and made very lasting im-
- pressions on all the hearers.
The great increase of communicants
~-in his church was a good evidence of
-his pastoral care and powertul preach-
-ing, as it exceeded that of most church-
‘es in the synod. But his labors were
‘not confined to the pulpit. He was in-
- defatigable in his endeavors to commu-
" ‘mnicate in private families a saver of the
“knowledge of spiritual and divine things.
* In his parochial visits he used regulaily
to go through his congregation in or-
der, so as to carry the unscarchable .
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riches of Christ to every house. He
earnestly pressed it on the conscience
of parents to instruct their children at
home by plain and easy questions, so
as gradually to expand their young
minds, and prepare them for the recep-
tion of the more practical doctrines of
the gospel. In this Mr, Tennent has
presented an excellent example to his
brethren in the ministry ; for certamn it
is, that more good may be done in a
congregation, by this domestic mode
of instruction, than any one can imae
gine who has not made the trial.  Chil-
dren and servants are in this way pre«
pared for the teachings of the sanctu.
ary, and to reap the full benefit of the
word publicly preached. He made it
a practice 1n all these visits to enforce
practical rcligion cn all, high and low,
rich and poor, _ycung and old, master
anod scrvant.  ‘T'o this he was particus
larly attentive, it being a favorite obs
scrvation witi: hitn, *¢ that he loved a
reli _;j.;'zon that a2 man cowid live by.”

. Tennent carefully avoided the
("mc uszion of controversial subjects, une
less speciaily called to it by particular
“ »
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circumstances ; and then he was ever
ready to assign the reason of his faith,
The tollowing occurrence will show the
gencral state of his mind and feelings
" 1n regard to such subjects. A couple
of young clergymen, visiting at his
house, entered into a dispute on the
~ question, at that time much controvert-
ed i New-England, whether faith or
repentance were first in order, in the
conversion of a sinner. INot being able
to determine the point, they agreed to
make Mr. Tennent their umpire, and
to dispute the subject at length before
him. He accepted the proposal, and,
after a solemn debate for some time, hxs
opm'on being asked, he very gravely
took his pipe from his mouth, locked
out of his window, pointed to a man
ploughing on a hill at some distance,
and asked the young clergymen 1f t‘ley'
knew that man : on their answering in
the negative, he told them it was one of
his elders, who, to his full conviction,
had been a sincere christian for more
than thirty years. ¢ Now,” said Mr.
‘Tennent, * ask him, whether faith or
repentance came first, what do you think
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he would say ¢’ They said they could
nottell. ¢ 'Then,” says he, ¢“I will tell
you: he would say that he cared not
whieh came first, but that he had got
them both, Now, my friends,” he ad-
ded, ¢ be careful that you have both a
* true faith and a sincere repentance,and
do not be greatly troubled which comes
first.” It is not, however, to be sup-
posed by this that Mr. Tennent was un-
friendly to a decp and accurate exami-
nation of all important theological doc-
trines. There were few more ear-
nest than he to have young clergymen
well instructed and thoroughly furnishe
ed for their work. This, indeed, was
an object on which his heart was much
-set,and which he exerted himself great-
ly to promote.

Mr. Tennent was remarkably distin-
guished for a pointed attention to the
particular circumstances and situation
of the afflicted either in body or mind,
~and would visit them with as-much care
and attention as a physician, and fre-
quently, indeed, proved an able one, to
both soul and bodyv. But his greatest
talent was that of a peace-maker, which
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e possessed in so eminent a degree,
that probably none have exceeded, and
very few have cqualled him in it. He
was sent for, far and near, to settle dis-
putes, and heal difficulties, which arose
in congiegations ; and, happily for those
concerned, he was generally successful.
Indeed, he seldom would relinguish his
object till he had accomplished it.

But while this man of God was thus
successiul in promoting the interest of
his fellow-creatures, and in advancing
the glory of his Lord and Master, the
great enemy of mankind was not likely
to observe the destruction ot his king-
dom without making an effort to pre-
ventit. As he assalled our blessed
Savior, in the days of his flesh, with all
his art and all his power, so has he al.
ways made the faithful followers of the
Redeemer the objects ot his inveterate
malice. If the good man,of whom we
write, was greatly honored by peculiar
communications from on high, he was
also very olten the subject of the severe
buifetings of that malignant and fallen
sDirlts
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The time of which we are now speaks
ing was remarkable for a great revival
of religion,* in which Mr. Tennent was
coneldu*ably instrumental, and in which
a Mr. David Rowland, brought up with
Mr. Tennent at the Log-College, was
also very remarkable for his successtul
preaching among all ranks of people.—
Possessing a commanding eloquence,
as well as other estimable qualities, he
became very popular, and was much cel-
ebrated throughout the country, His
celebrity and success were subjects of
very serious regret to many careless
wordhngs, who placed all their happi-
ness in the enjoyment of temporal ob-
jects, and considered, and represented
Mr. Rowland and his brethren as fana-
tics and hypocrites. This was special-
ly applicable to many of the great mer
of the then province of New-Jersey, and
particularly to the Chief Justice, who
was well known for his disbelief of rev-
elation. There was atthis time, prow="
lmg through tie country, a noted man,
by the name of Tom Bell, whose knowl.

% It was not far from A.D. 1744,
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edge and understanding were very con-
sxderable, and who greatlv excelled in
Iow art and cunning. His mind was
totally debased, and his whole conduct
betrayed a soul capable of descending
to every species of mniquity.  Inall the
arts of thft, robbery, fraud, deception,
and defamation, he was so deeply skil-
led, and so thoroughly practised, that it
1s believed he never had his equal in
this country. He had been indicted in
almost every one of the middle colo-

» Dies; but his ingenuity and cunning al-

ways enabled him to escape punishment,

“Tp is man unhappily resemb}ed Mr.

- Rowland in his external appearance, so
as harcly to be known from him, with-
out the most careful examination,

It so happened, that Tom Bell arri-
ved cne eveningat atavern in Prince-
ton, dressed in a dark, parson’s-gray
frock. On his entering the tavern a-
bout dusk, the late John Stockton, Esq.
of that town, a picus and respccmblg
man, to whom Mr. Rowland was well
known, went up to Bell, and addressed
him as Mr. Rowland, and was iaviting
him to go hpme with him. Bell f5ct
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;,g sured him of his mistake, It was with
“some difliculty that Mr. Stockten ac-
Lnowledged his error, and then infor-

! } med Bell, that 1t had arisen from his
4 great resemblance to Mr. Rowland.—

ﬁ "I’his hint was sufficient for the prolific

4 genius of that notorious impostor. The

, next day Bell went into the county of

- Hunterdon, and stopped In a congrega-
tion where Mr, Rowland had formerly
preached once or twice, but where he
was not intimately known, Here he
met with a member of the congregation,
to whom he introduced himself as the

- Reve Mr. Rowland, who had preached
to them some time before. 'L'his gen-

- tleman immediately invited him to his

. house, to spend the week ; and begged
him, as the people were without a min-
ister, to preach for them on the next
sabbath ; to which Bell agreed, and no-

“tice was accordingly given the neighs

. borhood. The impostor was treated

3 with every mark of attention and res-

jpect ; and a private room was assigned

_ :to him, as a study, to prepare for the sab.

dbath.  The sacred day arrzved and he

as nvited to ride to chutch.With the

LT
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ladies in the family waggon, and the
master of the house accompanied them
on an elegant horse. 'When they had
arrived near the church, Bell, on a sud-
den, discovered, that he had left his
notes in his study, and proposed to ride
back for them on the fine horse, by
which means he should be able to re-
turn in time for the service. This pro-
posal was instantly agreed to, and Bell
mounted the horse,returned tothehouse,
rifled the desk of his host, and made off

/ith the horse.  'Wherever he stopped

e called himself the Rey. David Row-
land.

At the time this event took place,
Messrs. Tennent and Rowland had
gone into Pennsylvania, or Maryland,
‘with Mr. Joshua Anderson and Mr,
Benjamin Stevens, (hoth members of a
church contiguous to that where Bell
had practised his fraud), on business of
:a religicus nature.  Soon after their re-
turn, Mr. Rowland was charged with
the above robbery: he gave bonds to
-appear at the court at T'renton, and the
-affair made a great noise throughout
the colony. At the court of oyer and
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terminer, the judge charged the grand
jury en the subject with great severity,
After long consideration, the jury re-
turned into court without finding a biil,
'The judge reproved them, In an angry
manner, and ordered them out again,
They again returned without finding a
bill, and were again sent out with threat.
enings of severe punishment if they
persisted in their refusal. At last they
agreed, and brought in a bill for the al-
ledged crime. On the trial, Messrs.,
Tennent, Anderson, and Stevens ap-
peared as witnesses,and fully proved an
alib: in favor of Mr. Rowland, by swear-
ing, that on the very day on which the
robbery was committed, they were with
Mr, Rowland, and heard him preach in
Pennsylvania or Maryland. The jury,
accordingly, acquitted him without hesi-
- tation, to the great disappointment and
mortification of his prosecutors, and of
many other enemies to the great revi-
val of religion that had recently taken
place ; but to the great joy of the se-
rious and well-disposed.

‘The spirits hostile to the spreadeof
the gospel were not, however, so easily

E
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overcomc. In their view, an oppor.
tunity was now presented, favorable for
inflicting a deep wound on the cause of
christianity ; and, as if urged on by the
malice of man’s great enemy, they re-
sclved that no means should be left un«
tried....no arts unemployed, for the de-
struction of these distinguished servants
of God. Many and various were the
circumstances which still contributed to
inspire them with hopes of success.—
‘The testimony of the person who had
been robbed was positive that Mr, Row-
land was the robber; and this testie
mony was corroberat~d by that of a
number of individuals who had seen
Tom Bell personatiag Mr. Rowland,
using his name, and in pcssession of the
horse. These sons of Belial had been
able, after great industry used for the
purpose, to collect a mass of evidence
of this kind, which they considered as
establishing the fact; but Mr. Row-
land was now out of their power by the
verdict of not guilty. 'Their vengeance,
theretore, was directed against the wit-
nesses by whose testimony he had been
elcared ; and they were accardingly ar-
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raigned for perjury before a court of
quarter sessions in the county ; and the
grand jury received a strict charge, the
plain import of which was, that these
good men ought to be indicted.  After
an examination of the testimony on one
side only, as is the custom 1n such ca-
ses, the grand jury did accordingly find
bills of indictment against Messrs. Tene
nent, Anderson, and Stevens, for wil-
ful and corrupt perjury. Their ene-
mies, and the enemies of the gospel
now began to triumph. They gloried
in the belief, that an indelible stain
would be fixed on the professors of re-
ligion, and, of consequence, on religion
atself ; and that this new light, by which
they denominated all appearance of pi-
ety, would soon be extinguished for-
ever.

These indictments were removed to
the supreme court; and poor Mr. An-
derson, living in the county, and con-
scious of his entire innocence, could not
brook the idea ot lying under the odium
of the hateful crime of peijury, and de-
‘manded a trial at the first court of oyer
and wrminer, This proved most se-
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riously injurious to him ; for he was
pronounced guilty,and most cruelly and
unjustly condemned to stand one hour
on the court-hcuse steps, with a paper
on his breast, whereon was written, in
large letters, ¢ This is for wilful and
corrupt perjury;’ which sentence was
executed upon him.

Messrs. Tennent and Stevens were
summoned to appear at the next court;
and attended accordingly, depending on
the aid of Mr, John Coxe, an emi-
nent lawyer, who had been previ-
ously employed to conduct their de-
fence. As Mr. Tennent was wholly un-
acquainted with the nature of forensic
litigation, and did not know of zny per-
son living who could prove his inno-
cence, (all the persons who were with
him being indtcted), his only reczource
and consolation was to commit himself
to the divine will, and if he mustsuffer,
to take it as from the hand of God, who,
he well knew, could make even the

wrath of man to praise him ;* and con-
y

* His aitectionate congregation felt déepl in-

terestzd in his critical situation, and kel bta d..ty
of fasung and prayer on the occasion.
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sidering 1t as probable that he might
suffer, he had prepared a sermon to be
preached from the pillory, if th.t should
be his fate. On his arrival at Trenton,
he found the famous Mr. Smith, of
New-York, father of the late chief jus-
tice of Canada, one of the ablest law.
_ yers in America, and of a religious
| character, who had voluntarily attended

to aid in his defence ; also his brother
Gilbert, who was now seitled in the
pastoral charge of the second Presby-
terian church in Philadelphia, and who
had brought Mr. John Kinsev, one of
the first counsellors of that citv, 'for the
same purpose. Messrs, T cnnent and
Stevens met these gentlemen at BMr.
Coxe’s the morning before the trial was
to come on. DMr. Coxe requested that
they would bring in their witnesses, that
they might examine them prev louslv to
their going into court. Mr. Tennent
answered, that he did not know of - any
witnesses but God and his own censci-
ence. Mr, Coxe replied, ¢ If youhave
no witnesses, siv, the trial must be put
off ; otherwise you most certainly will
be convicted. You well know the strong
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testimony that will be brought against
yol1, nud the etertions that are making
to accomplish your ruin.” Mr. Ten-
n. ot replied, ¢ I am sensible of all this,
vet it never shall be said that I have
delaved the trial, or been afraid to meet
the justice of my country. I know my
own innocence, and that God whose I
am, and whom I serve, will never suf-
fer me to fall by these snares of the
devil, or by the wicked machinations of
his agents or servants ; therefore, gen-
tlemen, go on to the trial.” Messrs.
Smith and Kinsey, who were both re-
ligtous men, told him that his confidence
and trust in God, as a christian minis-
ter of the gospel, was well-founded, and
before a heavenly tribunal would be all-
important to him; but assured him it
would not avail in an earthly court, and
urged his consent to put off the trial.
Mr., Tennent continued irflexible in
his refusal ; on which Mr. Coxe told
him, that since he was determined to
go to trial, he had the satisfaction of
informing him, that they had discover-
ed aflaw in the indictment, which might
prove favorable to him on a demurrer.
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He asked for an explanation, and on
-. finding that it was to admit the fact in
a legal point of view, and rest on the
law arising from it, Mr. Tennent broke
out with great vehemence, saying that
this was another snare of the devil, and
before he would consent to 1t he would
suffer death, He assured his counsel,
- that his confidence 1n God was so strong;,
and his assurance that he would bring
about his deliverance some way or oth-
er, was so great, that he did not wish
them to delay the trial for a moment.
Mr. Stevens, whose faith was not of
this description, and who was bowed
down to the ground ‘under the most
gloomy apprehensions of suffering, as
kis neighbor Mr, Anderson had done,
eagerly seized the apportunity of escapa
that was offered, and was afterwards
discharged on the exception. ,
Mr. Coxe still urged putting off the
trial, charging Mr. Tennent with act-
ing the part rather of a wild enthusiase,
than of a meek and prudent christian ;
but he insisted that they should pro-
ceed, and left them in astonishment,
not knowmfv how to act, when the bsll

suminoned them to court.
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Mr. Tennent had not walked far in
the street, before he met a man and his
wife, who stopped him, and asked it
his name was not Tennent, He an-
swered in the affirmative, and begged
to know 1if they had any business with
him. The man replied, “You best
know.” He told his name, and said
that he was from a certain place (which
hie mentioned) in Pennsylvania or Ma-
ryland ; that Messrs. Rowland, Ten-
nent, Anderson, and Stevens had lodg-
e¢d either at his house, or i a house
wherein he and his wife had been ser-
vanis, (it is not new certain which),at a
particalar time, which he named; that
on the. following day they bhad heard
Messrs. Tennent and Rowland preach ;

+hat some nights before they left home,
e and his wife waked out of a sound
»leep, and each told the other a dream
which had just occurred, and which
proved to be the samc in substance—to
wit, that he, Mr. T'conent,was at T'ren-
ton, in the greatest possible distress,
nd that it was in their power, and theit’s
only, to relieve him, Considering it
as 2 remarkable dream only, they again
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went to sleep, and it was twice repeated,
precisely in the same manner, to both
of them. 'This made so deep an im-
pression on their minds, that they set
off, and here they were, and would
know of him what they were to do.—
Mr. Tennent immediately went with
them to the court-house, and his coun-
sel,on examining the man and his wife,
and finding their testimony to be full to
the purpose, were, as they well might
be, in perfect astonishment. Before
the trial began, another person, of a low
character, called on Mr. Tennent, and
told him that he was so harassed ia con-
science, for the part he had been acting
in this prosect..ion, that he cfuld get no
rest till he had < etermmed to come and
make a full confession. He sent this
man to his counsel also. Soon after,
Mr. Stockton, from Princeton, appear-
ed, and added his testimony. In
short, they went to tital, and notwith-
standing the utmost exertions of the
ablest counsel, who had been employed
to aid the attorney-general against Mr.
Tennent, the advocates on his side so
traced every movement of the defend-
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ant on the Saturday, Sunday, and Mon-
day in question, and satisfied the jury
so perfectly on the subject, that they did
not hesitate honorably to acquit Mr.
Tennent, by their unanimous verdict of
not guilty, to the great contusion and
mortification of his numerous opposers,
Mr. Tennent assured the writer of this,
that during the whole of this business,
his spirits never failed hir, and that he
contemplated the possibility of his suf-
fering so infamous a punishment, as
standing in the pillory, without dismay,
and had made preparation, and was ful-
1y determined to deliver a sermon to
the people in that 51tuat10n, if he should
be placed in lt.

IHe went from Trenton to Philadel-
phia with his brother, and on his re-
turn, as he was rising the hill at the en-
trance of Trenton, without reflecting on
what had happened, he accidentally cast
his eyes on the pillory, which suddenly
so filled him with horror, as complete-
ly to unman him, and it was with great
difficulty that he kept himself from fall-
ing from his horse. He reached the tave
ern door in considerable danger—was
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obliged to be assisted to dismount, and
it was some iitme before he could sc
get the better of his fears and confusion,
as to proceed on his journey. Suchis
the constitution of the human mind!
It wiil often resist, with unshaken firme
ness, the severestexternal pressure and
violence ; and sometimes 1t yields with-
out reason, when it has nothing to fear,
Or, should we not rather say, such is
the support which God sometimes af-
fords to his people in the time of their
necessity, and such the manner in which
he leaves them to feel their own weake
ness when that necessity is past, that all
the praise may be given where alone it
is due? |

The writer sincerely rejoices, that
though a number of the extraordinary
incidents in the life of Mr. Tengent
cannot be vouched by public testimony
and authentic documents, yet the sin-
gular manner in which a gracious God
did appear for this his faithful servant,
in the time of that distress which has
just been noticed, is a matter of public
notoriety, and capable of being verified
by the most unquestionable testimony
and records. -
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T'his special instance of the interfe-
rence of the rightecous Judge of all the
earth ought to yicld consolation to pi«
ous people 1n seasons of great difiiculiy
and distress, where there is none that
seem able to deliver them. Yet it
ought to afford no encouragement to
the enthusiast, who refuses to usc the
means of preservation and deliverance
which God puts in his power. True
confidenice in God 1is always accompa-
nied with the use of all lawful means,
and with the rejection of all that are
wunlawful. It consists in an unshaken

elief, that while right nicans are used,
God will give that 1ssue which shall be
most for his glory, and his people’s
good. The extraordinary occurrence
here recorded may also serve as a sole
emn warning to the enemies of God’s
people, and to the advocates of infidel-
1tv, not to strive, by wicked and deep-
laid machinations,to oppose the success
of the gospel, nor to attempt to injure
the persons and characters of those
faithful setvants of the NMost High,
whom sooner or later he will vindicate,
to the unspeakable confusion of all who
have persecuted and traduced them.
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Mr. Tennent was a man of the most
scrupulous mfugrltv. and though of a
very grave and solemn deportment, he
had a remarkably cheerful disposition,
and generally communicated his instruc-
tions with so much ease and pleasantry,
as greatly to gain the confidence and
- affection of all with whom he conver-
sed, especially of children and young
people. In all his intercourse with
strangers and men of the world, he so
managed his conversation, that, while
he seldom ‘neglected a proper opportu-
nity to impress the mind with serious
things, he always made them covet his
company, rather than avoid 1t; well
knowing that there is a time for all
things, and tha: even instruction and
reproof, to be useful, must be pradent-
ly and seasonably given.

An instance of this disposition oc-
curred in Virginia. The late Rev. Mr,
Samue] Blair and Mr. Tennent were
sent by the synod on a mission into that
province. They stopped one evening
at a tavern for the night, where they
found a number of guests, with whom
they supped in a common reom. Afe



.’

62

ter the table was cleared, our mission.
aries withdrew from it. Cards were
then called for, and the landlord brought
in a pack and laid them on the table.
One of the gentlemen very politely ask-
ed the missionaries if they would not
take a cut with them, not knowing that
they were clergvmen. Mr. Tennent
very pleasantly answered, * With all
my heart, gentlemen, if you can con«
vince us, that thereby we can serve our
master’s cause, or contribute any thing
towards the success of our mission.”
This drew some smart reply from the
gentleman, when Mr. T. with solem.
nity, added, ¢ Weare misters of the
gospel of Jesus Christ. We profess
ourselves his servants ; we are sent on
his business, which is to persuade man-
kind to rcpent of their sins, to turn
from them, and to accept of that hap-
piness and salvation which is offered in
the gospel.” This very unexpected re-
ply, delivered in a very tender though
solemn manner, and with great appa-
rent sincerity, so engaged the gentle-
man’s attention, that the cards were laid
aside, and an opportunity was afforded,
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and cheerfully embraced, for explaining,
in a scciable conversation, during the
rest of the evening, some of the leading
and most important doctrines of the
gospel, to the satisfaction and apparent
edification of the hearers.

Kesignaiion to the will of God in all
his dispensations, however dark and af-
flictive, was among the excellent gra-
ces that adorned the character of this
man of God. He had been tried in
the course of God’s providence in va-
rious ways; but domestic afllictions, as
yet, had not been laid upon him. The
time, however, was now come when
his character was to be brightened by
a severe test of his resignation and obe-

~ dience-—a test attended with many pe-

culiarly distressing circumstances. His
youngest son, who was one of the hand-
somest of men, had just come into pub-
lic life ; had commenced the practice
of physm ; was married, and had one
child. To the great distress of the pa-
rents, he discovered, though possessed
of the sweetest temper and most agree-
‘" able. manners, no regard to the things

that belonged to his eternal peace.s
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Wholly negligent of religion, he indul-
ged without restraint in the gaiety and
follies of the world., The pious father
was incessant at the throne of grace
in behalf of his dissipated son; and was
continually entertaining hopes that God
would, by the influences of his Spirit,
arrest him in hig career, and bring him
into the church of Christ, before his
own summons should arrive ; that he
might die in peace, under the consoling
hope of meeting this dear child in a bet-
ter world. God, however, had deter-
mined otherwise ; and the son, while
engaged in inoculating a number of
persons, in a house he had obtained for
the purpose, near his father’s neighbor-
- hood, was seized in an unusually vio-
lent manner, with a raging fever. With
the disorder, he was brought to a sud-
den-and alarming view of his lost con-
dition by nature, and the grievous trans-
gressions of his past life. His sins were
all set in dread array against him, A
horrible darkness, and an awful dread
of the cternal displeasure of Jehovah,
fell on him, so as to make him the
dreadfu] example of a convinced sinner,
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trembling under the confounding pres-
ence of an angry God. The affection-
ate and pious father was constantly in
prayer and supplication, that God would
have mercv upon him. Heseldom left
the side of his bed. For many davs
the fever raged with unabated fury;
but the immediate distresses which it
occasioned, were lost or forgotten in
the severer pains of an awakened con.
science.  Such was the heightto which
his anguish at last arose, that the bed
on which he lay was shaken by the vi-
olent and united convulsions of mind
and body. The parents were touched
to the quick ; and their urqualified sub-
mission to God, as a sovereign God,
was put to the most rigorous proof,
Jut in due ttme they came out of the
furnace as gold tried in the fire. Ged,
in his infinite and condescending grace
and mercy, was at last pleased, in some
measure, to hear the many prayers put

by the perents, and many picus
fru,nds, for the relief of the poor sufe
fcrer.  His views of the lost state of
man by nature—of the only means of

salvation, through the death and suftcr-
5 |
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ings of the Saviour—of the necessity
of the inward regenerating grace of the
Holy qpmt became clear and consise
tent, and the importance of a practical
acquaintance with these things was
deeply and rationally impressed on his
mind, He now saw thatsalvation, which
he had deemed almost or altogether
hopeless to him, was possible.  His
mind became calm, and he attended to
religious instruction and advice. Ina
short time he began to give as much
evideuceof a chang)(, of heartas a death-
bed repentance (rarely to be greatly re-
lied on) can easily afford. He sent {or
his companions in iniquity, and, not-
withstandiag his disorder, exerted hime
selt  to the utmost to address them,
which he did in the most solemn, awtful,
and 1mpressive manner, as a person,
who, by the infinite mercy of a prayer-
hearmrr God, had been delivered from
a hell gaping to receive him. He be-
sought them, by all the terrors of ever-
lasting destruction—by all the love they
ought to bear to their own immortal
souls—Dby the love of a crucified Jesus,
who poured out his soul unto death,
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that they might live forever—by his
~own awtul sufferings and terrible ex-
ample, that they would repent and turn
to God. This happy changb was a ree-
viving cordial to the distressed and suf-
fering father., His soul was overjoyved,
and hxs mouth was full of the praises
oi redeeming love. His mind and spir-
1ts were hereby prepared, with true re-
signation, to surrender the son of his
advanced age to the God who gave
him. After a few days more of se-
vere suffering in bedy, but rejoicing in
mind, the son was removed from time
to eternity. There being no minister
in the neighborhood, the father under-
took to preach a funeral sermon. All
the son’s old cempantons that could be
sent to, were specially invited, and the
~old gentieman preached in such a man.
ner, with a particular address to the
young men, as to astonish every hear-
er ; and while the seriously inclined
wonderced and adored, the careless were
confounded and greatly alarmed.
Scarcely had Mr. Tennent gct over

this heavy affiiction, and returned to an
active and useful course of life for a
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few years, when God again called him
to another severe and arduous strugple
of the same nature. His eldest son,
John, promised fair to make a distin-
guished figure in life—had possessed a
large share in the aflections of both fa.
ther and mother, and was more dear
to their hearts than ever, since the death
of his brother. It so happened, that
the father was called to New-York to
heal some differences betweer <1._ mem-
bers of the church there. T'he next
morning after his arrival, he went into
a book-store, when one of the ministers
of the episcopal church came in, aad on
being introduced to him, after the com«
mon salutations, told him that he cene
doled with him on the death of his eld-
est son in the West-Indies. ‘The old
gentleman was at first struck damb.
With difficuity he soon enquired how
the news came ; and being informed
that it was by a circuitous route, he
suddenly turned, and said, ¢ The will
of the Lord be done.” The clergyman
observed, that it was happy for him to
be able so cordially to submittoit. Mr.
‘Tennent replied, ¢ The Lord is my
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God, his will be done.” On being ask-

ed by the book-seller, who was his par-
ticular friend, to retire into the house,
and endeavor to settle his mind, he an-
swered, ‘¥ am come on the Loxd’s bu-
siness ; my duty requires that I -should
finish it ; when that is done I shall have
time enough to mourn for mv <nn/
He immediately - ¢ cu 1o attend his
appointment, finished the business to
his satisfaction, and next day returned
home, where he found that a letter had
been received by a neighbor, containing
the same information which he had be-
fore received. Thus, on the most try-
Ing occasion, he showed the same sub-
mission to the allotment of divine pros
vidence that was discoverable m all his
former conduct. The following extract
from a letter, written at this time to the
writer of this narrative, will show the
temper of his mind in his ownlanguage.
“ Frechold, March, 1776. My dear
s1r', Perlnps before this comes to hand,
you will be informed, that He who gave
me the honorable epithet of a father,
has, in his wise and unerring provi da,nr'c,
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written me childless.* My son is dead.
"This account I had yesterday from a
letter written to a triend; the account
3s. so straight, (though not circumstan-
tial), that I cannot doubt its truth. The
tender mother has not heard it, nor do
I intend she shall, until autiaenticated.
"This I mention as a caution to you, in
case you should writc me before the
matter is published. Let the dear heart
have all possible ease, before the load,
which it is likely will try her life, falls
upon her. I know her attachment to
that child; his conduct has been such
as greatly endeared him tous. Our
4)'11:15 and expence in his education have
Jeen great but infinitely short of what
God has done for him. He has, there-
fore, the best right to him.  Should we
then, were it in our povrer, obstruct his
taking {ull possession ¢f his own prop-
erty?  God forbid! This, sir, through
God’s gooaness, Is not ouly what I say,
but it is the temper of my soul, for
which God only deserves the honor,

* He seems, in the deptih cf his distress, to
Lave forgotten that he had yet onre son left, ul-
though he was 800 miles distant from him.
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It is now above fifty years since my
soul resigned itself to God in Jesus
Christ. I had then neither son nor
davghter ; I was completely satistied

with him, and, blessed be his name, I

am so row, Have I then reasen to cry
out as if ruined? O! no: on the con-
trary, Y have the utmost reason for
thanksgiving, that he has not, in righte-
ous judgment, deprived me of himself,
in whom all fullness dwells. My wife
and myself are now hastening to child-
hood ; if spared a few years, we shall
need one to lead us; and we shall look
to you under God. . All the benefit you
can expect from so doing, will consist
in the satisfaction of your own mind,
that you have helped two old people
through the last steps of their pilgrims-
age.” Thus did this pious man turn
every event of life, however afflictive,
to the praise and glory of God, and he
. seldom omitted an opportunity of incul-
cating the same disposition on 2ll his
acquaintance. - |
Wien the late Rev. George White-
" field was last in this country, Mr. Ten-
nent paid him a visit as he was passing
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through New-Jersev. Mr. Whitefield
and a number of other clergymen,
among whera was Mr. Tennent, were
invited to dinner by a gentleman in the
neighborhood where the late Mr. Wil-
liam Livingston,since governor of New-
Jersey, resided. and who, with several
other lay gerntlemen, were among the
guests.  After dinner, in the course of
an easy and pleasant conversation, .,
Whitefield adverted to the diificuities
‘attending the gospel ministry, arising
from the small success with which ticir
labors were crowneds He greatly la-
mented, that all their zeal, activity, and
fervor, availed but little ; said that he
was weary with the burdens and fa-
tigues of the day; declared his great
.consolation was, that in a short time his
work would be dene, when he should
depart and be with Christ; that the
prospect of a speedy deliverance had
supported his spirits, or that he shonlo,
:before now, have sunk under his libor,
Hc ther: appealed to the ministers around
him, it it were not their great comfort
that they sheuld socn go torest. They
gencrally assented, excepting Mir, 1erns
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.nent, who sat next to Mr. Whitefield
“in silence ; and by his countenance dis-
covered but little pleasure in the con-
' versation. On which, Mr. Whitefield,
turning to him, and tapping him on the
knee, said, “ Well, brother Tennent,
you are the oldest man amongst us, do
you not rejoice to think that your time
~1s so near at hand, when you will be
* called home,and freed from all the diffi-
culties attending this chequered scene
Mr., T. bluntly answered, ¢ I have no
wish about it.” Mr. W, pressed him
again; and Mr. T. again answered,
% No, Sir, it is no pleasure to me at all,
- and if you knew your duty, it would be
“none to you. I have nothing to do
- with death ; my business is to live as
long as I can—as well as I can—und
to serve my Lord and Master as faith-
fully as I can, until he shall think prop-
er to call me home.” Mr. W, still
urged for an explicit answer to his ques-
tion, in case the time of death were left
to his own choice. Mr. Tennent re-
plied, ¢ I have no choice about it; I
am God’s servant, and have engaged to
~do his business, as long as hc pleases
&
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to continue me therein. But now,
brother, let me ask you a question.
What do you think I would say, if I
was to send my man Tom into the field
to plough ; and il at noon I should g0
to the field, and find him lounging un-
der a tree, and complaining, ¢ Master,

the sun is very hot, ond the ploughmg
hard and difficult; I am tired and w eary
of the work you have appointed me,
and am overdone with the heat and
burden of the day: do, master, let me
return home and be discharged from
this hard service  What would I'say?
Why, that he was an idle, lazy fellow ;
that it was his business to do the work
that I had appointed him, until I, the
proper judge, should think fit to call
him hoine. Or, suppose you had hired
a man to serve you faithfully for a given
time, In a particular service, and he
should, without any reason on your
part, and before he had performed half
his service, become weary of it, and up-
on every occasion be expressing a wish
to be discharged, or placed in other cir-
cumstances ! Would you not call him
a wicked aad slothful servant, und un-
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worthy the privileges of yvour employ ?
The mild, pleasant, and christian-like
manner, in which this reproof was ad-
ministe.red, rather increased the social
harmony and edifying eonversation of
the company; who became satisfied
that it was very possible to err even in
desiring, with undue earnestness, * to
depart and be with Christ,” which, in
itself, i1s ¢ far better” than to remain in
this imperfect state ; and that it is the
duty of the christian, n this respect, to
say, *“ All the days of my appointed
time will I wait till my change come.”
Among Mr. Tennent’s qualifications,
- none were more conspicuous than his
activity both of body and mind, He’
hated and despised sloth. He was al+
most always in action—never wearied
in well-doing, nor in serving his friends.
His integrity and independence of spir-
it were observable on the slightest ac-
quaintance. He was so great a lover
of truth, that he could notbear the least
aberration from it, even in a joke. He
was remarkable for his candor and
liberality of sentiment, with regard to

those who dxifered from him in opinion.
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His hospitality and domestic enjoy-
ments were even proverbial.  His pub-
lic spirit was always conspicuous, and
his attachment to what he thought the
best interests of his country, was ar-
dent and inflexible. He took an early
and decided part with his country in
the commencement of the late revolu-
tionary war. He was convinced that
she was oppressed, and that her peti-
tions to the sovereign of the mother
country were constitutional,loyal,mode-
rate, and reasonable ; that the treat-
ment they received was irrational, ty-
rannical, and intolerable. As he made
1t a rule, however, nuver to carry poli-
‘tics into the pulpit, he had no way to
manifest his zeal for the public mca-
sures, but by his private prayers, and
bv his decided opinions dclivered in
private conversations. DBut, in this
way, his sentiments became universally
known, and he was considered as a
warm friend to the Amcrican cause,
Notwithstanding these political opin-
1ons, he was not blind to the errors cf
his countrymen, and especially to their
moral and religious conduct.  The fol-
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lowing extract from a letter to the aue
thor of these sketches, dated February
14, 1775, strongly marks the temper of
his mind, My very dear Sir, Your
kind letter came to hand three days
since. Your comforts and sorrows are
mine in no small degree; I share with

vou in both ; the tie is such as death

cannot dissolve. This is a day of dark-
ness, in my view, and few are in any
degree properly affected with it. I
have, through grace, perhaps as little {0
tear for myself, or mine, as any living.
I humbly hope we are housed in Jesus;
but I am distressed for the nation and
land. © The ruin of both is awtully
threatened ; and, though now deferred,
may ere long be accomplished, unless
reformation takes place. It behoves
every one to cry, ‘spare thy people,
O Lord, and give not thine heritage to
reproach > Iknow God is merciful ;
he has, notwithstanding, disinherited a
people as dear to him as ever we were,
whose sins were not more aggravated
than ours. The Lord can deliver ; but
have we reason to think he will, having

told us that he will ¢ wound the head
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of his enemies, and the hairy scalps of
such who go on in their trespasses ?’
Is there any appearance of reformation?
Yea, is it not the reverse? Are not our
meetings, for the preservation of our
liberty, often abused by excessive drink-
ing? &c. &c. Have not politics taken
place of religion in all our conversa.
tions? Is it not become unconstitu-
tional (to use the vulgar language) to
mention God’s name in company, un-
less by way of dishonoring him? Are
not things sacred neglected by some,
and burlesqued by others? Is not the
news-paper substituted for the Bible on
Lord’s days—yea, at church? What
will the end of these things be? Bles-
sed be God, through Jesus Christ, he
is for a sanctuary.”

Mr. Tennent was on a visit, within
less than twenty miles of New-York,
when a Briush frigate atiempted to pass
the batteries, and to proceed up the
North River, while General Washing-
ton lay with the American army in the
city. A very heavy cannonading took
place, which was mistaken by the sur-
rounding country for a general attack



79

onour army. Mr. Tennent was deep-
ly affected, and after a violent struggle
within himself,he turned to a friend or
two present, and said, ¢ Come, while
our fellow-citizens are fighting, let us
retire to prayer.” They, accordingly,
went up into his room, where he most
devoutly poured out his soul for about
half an hour, in the mostfervent prayers,
wrestling with God in behalf of his suf-
tering country.

In the winter of 1776-7, the British
everran great part of the state of New-
Jersey, and particularly the county of
Monmouth, where a number of the in-
habitants were in the British interests,
Such was their apparent power, and the
distressed situation of the American
army, retreating before them, that it
was generally supposed by the people
in the country, that the dispute was al-
most at an end and that all hopes of
successful opposition were nearly ex-
tinguished. -A British party arose 1n
the county, who seized their fellow-citi-
zens, and dragged them to a British
provost, where they were treated in the
most cruel manner, as rebels and trai- 4
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tors. Even citizens from other parts
of the state, who had taken refuge in
the county, depending on the known
hospitality of the inhabitants, were not
-espected.  In this sitnation BMr. Ten-
nentvery justly thought himsell in great
danger ; but having no place to flee
to for safety, he remained at home,
committing himself to the protection
of Almighty God. In the month of
December, 1776, a number of the in-
habitants came to his house, and 1asist-
ed that he should go to Princeton, withs-
out delay, and tuke the benchit of Gen,
FHowe’s proclamaticn, offering a pardon
to those who would seek it within a
limited time. He refused, till he found
nimself in danger of being taken off
and committed to a British provost,
which he well knew was but another
S \
word for a lingering death. He also
found that, in his present state, his usza
tfulness as a minister of the gospel was
2t an end, unless he complied with the
wishes of the people, most of the whigs
of influence having fled. Concluding
that present duty enforced the request
which was thus urged upon him, he
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promised to go to Princeton. On his
way, he lodged at the house of a young
clergyman, and, on rising in the morns
g, he seemed greatly oppressed in
spirit.  On being asked what troubled
him, he answered, with aheavy sigh, ¢ I
am going to do a thing for conscience
sake, directly against my conscience.”
Soon aiter his return home, to the sur-
prise of every body, the British quarters
at T'renton were beaten up, and a Brit-
ish regiment taken at Princeton ; the
American army again advanced, and
took a strong position at Morris-Town,
by which the British, in their turn, were
obliged to retreat and contract their
lines to Brunswick and Amboy. The
Americans again got possession of the
county of Monmouth, where the whigs
returned in force. Mr. Tennent’s mind
was greatly oppressed with his untoward
situation, and he severely blamed his
untimely submisszon.

About the latter end of February,
or beginning of March, 1777, Mr. Ten-
nent was suddenly seized Wlth a fever,
attended by violent symptoms. He

sent for his family physician, who was

RN
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in the act of setting off for the legisla.
ture of the state, of which he was a
member. He called on his patient on
his way, but could spend but a few
minutes with him. He, however, ex-
amined carefuily into Mr. T’s com-
plaints, and the symptoms attending the
disorder. With great candor the phye
sician informed his patient, that the at-
tack appeared unusually violent; that
the case required the best medical aid,
and that it was out of his power to at-
tend him. He feared that, at his ad-
vanced age, there was not strength of
nature sufficient to overcome so severe
a shock, and that his sympto->s scarcely
admitted of a favorable prognostic.—
The good old man received this news
with his usual submission to the divine
will ; for, as he had always considered
himself as bound for eternity, he had
endeavered so to live, that when the
summons should come, he would have
nothing to do but to die. He calmly
replied, ¢ I am very sensible of the vi-
olence of my disorder, that it has rack-
ed my constitution to an uncommon de-
gree, and beyond what I have eyer be-
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fore experienced, and that it is accom-
panied with symptoms of approaching
dissolution ; but, blessed be God, I have
nc wish to hive, 1t it should be his will
and pleasure to call me hence.” After
a moment’s pause, he seemed to recols
lect himself, and varied the expression
thus : ¢ Blessed be God, I have no wish
to live, if it should be his will and plea-
sure to call me hence, unless 1t should
be to see a happy issue to the severe
and arduous controversy my country is
engaged in ; but, even in this, the will
of the Lord be done.”

During his whole sickness, he con.
tinued perfectly resigned to the divine
will, until dcath was swallowed up in
victory, on the 8th day of March, 1777.
His boch was buried in hisown churr'h
at Freehold—a numerous concourse of
people, composed not only of the mem-
bers of his own congregation, but of
the inhabitants of the whole adjacent
country, attending his funeral,

Mr. Tennent was rather more than
six feet high ; of a spare, thin visage, and
of an erect carriage. He had bright, pier-
cing eyes, 3 long, sharp nose, and a long
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face. His general countenance was
grave and sclemn, butatall times cheer-
tul and pleasant with his friends. It
may be said of him, with peculiar pro-
pricty, that he appeared, in an extra-
ordinary manner, to live above the
world, and all 1ts alluremecents. He
seemed habitually to have such clear
views of spiritual and heavenly things,
as afforded him much of the foretaste
and enjoyment of them. His faith was
really and experimentally ¢ the sub-
stance of things hoped for, and the evi-
dence of things unseen.” Literally,
his daily walk was with God, and he
Jived ““as seeing him who is invisible.”
- The divine presence with him, was fre-
quently manifested in his public minis-
trations, and in his private conduct.
His ardent soul was scldom satisiied,
unless he was exerting himself, in some
way or other, in public or piivate, in
rendering kind offices and effectual ser-
vices of friendship, both in spiritual and
temporal things, to his fellow-men.—
Take him in his whole demeanor and
conduct, there arc few of whom it might
more emphatically be said, that he lived
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eous,
He was well-read in divinmity, and
was of sound orthodox principle. He
professed himself a moderate calvinist,
The doctrines of man’s depravity ; the
atonement of the Saviour; the absolute
necessity of the all-powerful influence
of the spirit of God, to renew the heart
and subdue the will—all in perfect cone
sistence with the free agency of the sin.
ner, were among the leading articles of
his faith, These doctrines, indeed,
weie generally interwoven in his public
discourses, whatever might be the par.
ticular snbject discussed. His success
was often aanswerable to his exertions,
His people loved him as a father—re-
vered hint as the pastor and bishop of
their souls—oneved him as their instruce
tor, and delighted in his company and
private conversation as a friend and
brother. He carefully avoided making
a difference between his doctrines pub-
licly taught and his private practice.—
Attcndmg a synod, a few years before
his death, a strange clergyman, whom

he never had before seen, was Intros
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duced to the synod, and asked to preach
in the evening. My, Tennent attend-
ed, and was much displeased with the
sermon. As the congregation were
gomO out of the church, Mr. Tennent
in the crowd, coming up to the preach-
er, touched him on the shoulder, und
said, ¢ My brother, when I preach, I
take care to save myself, whatever I do
with my congregation.” The clergy-
man locked behind him with surprise,
and seceing a very grave man, said,
“ What do vou mean, Sir?” Mr. Ten-
nent answered, ¢ You have been send-
mg your whole congregation, synod and
all, to perdition, and you have not even
saved yourself, Whenever I preach,
I make it a rule to save myselt,” and
then abruptly left him, without his anow-
ing who snoke tc him.

At Mr. Tennents death, the poor
mourned for him as their patron, their
comforter and support; and the rich
lamented over him as their departed
pastor and friend. The public, at large,
lost in him a firm assertor of the civil
and religious interests of his country.
He was truly a patriot, not in words
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and pretences—not in condémning all
who differed from him to proscription
¢ and death, but in acting in such a man-

" ner, as would have rendered his coun-
4 try most happy, it all had followed his
§ cxample. He insisied on hisown rights

and freedom of séntiment, but he was
. willing to let others enjoy the same pri-
% vilege ; and he thought it of as much
¢ Importance to live and act well, as to
@ think and speak justly.

- To conclude these imperfect sketchs
es—May all who read the memoirs of
this amiable and useful man, fervently
and constantly bescech that God, with
whom is the residue of the Spirit, that
their life may be that of the righteous,
-% so that their latter end may be like his:
% and that the Great Head of the church,
{ while He removes faithful and distin-
; guished laborers from the gospel vine-

yard, may raise up others, who shall

3 possess even a double portion of their
i spirit, and who shall be even more suc-
cesstul In winoing souls unto Jesus

Christ, the great bishop of souls.

FINIS,
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