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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE following invaluable Sermon was preached,
now fome years ago, upon 2 very folemn occafion,
before an affembly of divines at Philadelphia. . It was fo
cordially received by the audience (which is very feldom

the cafe with heart-fearching difcourfes like this), that,

“at their earneft defire, it was fent to the prefs ; and the late
valuable Mr. G:lbert Teunent prefixed his warm recom-
mendation, which, being of confiderable Iength, and not
fo important as to its matter, was therefore thought unne-
ceffary for a futurc edition. Indeed, the fermon will fully
recommend itfelf to cvery ferious Chriftian, and ftands
in need of no other comment than the reader’s own heart
and experience. ‘There never was a time, when fuch a
difcourfe could be more expedient than at.prefent. We
Rave much preaching and profefing ; and we camot

have too much of cither, upon a right foundation: But

a very curfory obfervation may convince us, that the
text of this fermon is as much forgotten by fome, as the
intent of all preaching is abufed by others.  As a mini-
fter has no difpenfation to difplay himfelf'; fo his hcarers
thould confider, that he is not appointed to pleafe them..
They have both one common Matfter, to whom, above
-all things, they are to look, and not to the glory or
.amufement of cach other. A minifter, upon this ground,
will have the truef¥ refpeét from thofe, whom grace hath:
" refpected ; and he ought to rejoice, though he meet with
none at atl, if his confcience teftifies, that, z‘rlnﬁmpliciiy’
and godly fincerity, not with flefbly wifdom, but by the grace o
God;g he}{xas’ﬂflly declarej:li tl}l’e g{afpel of Jefus Chri({
That both preachers and hearers may be urged to exa-
wine their own bearts, and prove their own felves,, is the fola
defign of the editor in republifhing this fermon; and lic
- will rejoice, if it be found in any degree as acceptable ta
others, as it hath heen inftruive and profitable to him~
felf.

Londin, March s, 17760 ' . v\
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2 COR. iv. 5.

For we preaab not ourfelves, but Cbr{/i f}‘ ﬁd
the LOR D.

‘ N r AS I to glve a bncf and fummary de-
o fcription of man’s original apottacy in few
o words, I would chufe to fay, That it was
a departing from G O D the author and fountain of
bleffednefs, and retiring into himfelf as his faft and
ultimate end : And that the fum of his moral depra-
vity confifts in an habitual difpofition to treat him-
felf, in the fame manner that he ought to treat the
Gop of Heaven; t. e. to love himfclf fupremely,
and feek himfelf ultimately and finally, and fet up
himlelf, in one fhape or another, as the grand center
to which 2l the lines of his buly theughts, anxious
cares, and fubtle projects, bend and terminate.
WhHree he continued in his original ftate of moral
rectitude, that Goo, who was the author of his being,
was his beginning and end, his intereft and ateraction,
his defire and delight, and in a word his aLL. Bug
when fin took place in his heart, it warp’d the un~
happy creature from his GO D to himfelf, infomuch
that seLF is now become aLL to corrupt and deprav-~
ed nature, ‘even as GO D was once ALL to nature

uncorrupted and undepraved.. Selfifhrefs is therefore -

now
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now become the moft ative and reigning principle
in fallen nature, and, like the firlt wheel in a grand
machine, fets the whole world in motion. For, if we
furvey the conduét of bufy mortals, in the various
ranks and degrees, charaflers and circumftances of
life, we fhall eafily perceive that sevr is the IDOL
they are naturally difpofed to worfhip, and sELFisH-
ness the grand intereft to which they are by nature
entirely devoted.

We find ourfelves in the midft of an a&we, bufy
world, the inhabitants of which are ever engaged in
fome vxoorous purﬁuts But what are they purfuing 2
What is the governing principle of their a&ions ?
And what the center to which they bend and termi-
nate? Are they laboring for GOD as their ultimate
end, or for TieMsELvEs ? When the merchant com-
pafleth fea and land, in fearch of a worldly treafure;
does he this for GOD, or for HiMseLr ! When the
foldier boldly enters the field of battle, faces death in
its moft hideous forms, and opens his bofom to the
moft pregnant dangers; does he this for the honor of
Gop, or for the honor of HimMseLF ? When the induf-
trious trade(man rifes early, and fits up late, and eats
the bread of carefulnefs, and fills up his fwift fucceed-
ing hours,'with the moft painful and affiduous labor;
does he labor ultimately for Gop, or for HIMSELF ?
‘When men of fuperior rank, and greater affluence,
devote their wafting moments to the fathionable di-
verfions, and pleafurable entertainments of life; do
they this to pleale and glorify GOD, or to pleafe and

gratify
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gratify SELF > Ira ward, whatis it in general that
men live for, and what are they doing in the world ?
What are their:thoughts fpent, their words fpoken,
their hands employed, and their time improved for?
¥ it for GOD, or TuEMseLves? Alas, how, eafy it
i to fee the awful prewalence of this corrupt and:ac-
curfed principle!" That it is SzLF, that rules king-
doms, that governs:families; drives on their trade,
manages their. worldly bufinefs; that cruses EVEN
THEIR REeLicion, and influences their whole con-
duct ;- that lies at the root and, bottam of all their.ac- -
tual fins, makes them ungodly, and keeps thcm un-
godly, and is their very ungodline(s itfelf,
- AND, O! that it might be {4id, with undoubted
truth, that, norwuhﬂ:andmg the’ general prevalence
of this deteftable principle, among the varjous ranks
and: orders of. men, ‘there.is at leaft one ORpER, ex-~-
‘empted from the general charge; and that nong; who
fuftain the facred character, are influenced by merce-
nary principles, or felfith motives 3 but that each in-
dividual could fafely adopt the language of the apo-
1te, in behalf of himfelf and brethren; ¢ We preach’
NoT ourseLVES, but CHRIST JESUS the LORD.’
In the preceding chapter, the apoftle had begn
magnifying his office, on account of the excellency
and glory of that gofpel, which was the fubjeét of it -
- And, in this, he vindicates the miniftry of the apoftles
and gofpel minifters, from the unjuft accufations of
falfe and judaizing teachers, who had charged them

with walking in craftinefs, and handling the word
of
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of the LORD deceitfully (a). He avouches their -
fincerity, that they renounced the hidden things of
difhonefty s and,. as' a-proof of their integrity, he-
affures  them, that “their bufinefs was to preach
Carist, and not themfelves. “ We preach not
« ourfelves, fays he, and: therefore are not a fet of -
« defigning men, as our ‘accufers woild infinuate, -
* Sect is neither the MaTTER, nor the enp of our.
#¢ preaching 5 .we neither teach our own notions, paf- -
¢ fions, or prejudices, for the word of GOD, nor
« do we feek ourfelves, or the advancement of our.
“ fecular intereft and glory : But we preach CHrIsT :
s Jesus the Lorp, and erdeavour to make him-
«%known to the world; in each of thefe amiable cha-
“ palters, 3s the Mzssian, the Gurist of GOD,,
“ as Jesus, the faviour of men, and asLorD and king ,
¢ in his.church; and to advance the intereft of his .
¢¢ glorious kingdom among men.” o
- From thefe words, Ifhall atrempt to thewy - .
1. WaarT that Serrisuness is, which the apoftle. .
" here difclaims'; or, when minifters may be faid /¢
preach themfeives, ’

I I suaLw conlider fome of the operations of that
sELFIsH principle,. in thofe particular inftances,
that tend to difcover its reigning dominion. And
then, S '

- 11, SHew

¢ (3) Ver. a,
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.III..Snsw what it is to preach CHRIST JESUS

- the LORD.

Anp, laftly, improve the whole.

LEeT us then inquire, . _

1ft, WuaT that SELFisanEss is, which the apo.
ftle here difclaims, &c, And to fet this in a proper
light,and prevent miftakes, | muftobferve negatively;
1ft. *Tis not that regular felf-love that induces mini-
fters to zeal and faithfulnefs, in the difcharge of their
facred truft, from the confideration of future rewards
and punithments. There is a felf-love implanted in
human nature, that is confiftent with compleat reéti-
tude, and therefore is not the effect of our moral de-
pravity. This Apam had in his ftate of perfett in-

“nocence, or elfe the promifes of rewards would have

been no inducement to obedience, nor would the fe-
vereft threatnings have deterred him, in any meafure,
from difobedience. *Tis not therefore a criminal
felfithnefs, for minifters to have a fuitable rcdard' to
their own future’ and everlafting interett, and to be
influenced to diligence and induftry, in their great
important work, by motives drawn from thofe future
and eternal realities. *Twas doubtlefs agreeable to
the Gop of Heavew, that EzexisL the prophét
fhould be influenced to faithfulnefs in giving warn-
ing, from that awful confideration, that the ¢ blood
of thofe that perithed, fhould otherwife be required

B B at
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at his hand (b}.” And when the apoftle urged Tismo-
THY to ¢ take heed to himfelf and his do&rine, and
continue in them;’ he would have him influenced by
thefe confiderations, that he ¢ fhould fave himfelf, and
themYhat heard him (c).” Nor was evea St.PavuL en-
tirely above the influence of this motive, when he gave
this reafon, why < he kept his body under fubjection ;
left when he had preached to others, himfelf thould
be a caft-away (d).’ Tc was not an unreafonable felf-
ithnefs in the prophet Isa1an, to take encouragement
under all his complaints, and be animated in hiswork,
from the confideration, that ¢though IsraeL was not
gathered, yet he thould be glorious in the eyes of
the LORD (¢)?

" 2dly, Tais difciaiming ourfelves, does not imply
a total difregard to our reputation and character
among men; for, on this, the fucce(s of our miniftry,
and confequently the advancement of the Rengem-
tr’s kingdom, may, in fome mealure, depend.
If the charater of a gofpel-minifter is ftained with
falfe and ill-natured afperfions; this tends to mar his
influence, and confequently his ufefulnefs: ltis there-
fore no ways inconfiftent with a gofpel felf-denial, to
feek a vindication of himfelf, and his abufed reputa-
tion. The apoftle himfelf does fo, in this and his
other epittles, and fays, no man thall ftop him in
this boatting (f). It ever becomes the minifters of

CHRIST to have a tender regard to their reputation
. and

® Euk iii, 19,18, ¢ '3 Tim.iv. 36, & 1 Conix. :7. ¢ I glix. 5§
£ 2 Cor, xi, 10.
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and chara&er, as fubfervient to the great éndg'of their
miniftry, and in which the honor of Crrist, and
the intercft of Rericion, is nearly concerned. It
becomes a bifhop to be blamelefs, and an officer in
the church of GOD to be of good report ()3 -yea,
and to maintain the authority of his facred charater,
¢ and let no man defpife him (h).” Indeed, if our re+
putation, among men of carnal corrupt minds, {uffers
for our falthfulncfs in the difcharge of our facred truft,
and ¢ men fpeak all manner of evil agamft us falfely
- for Chrift’s fake (i’ { which is not at all uncommaon)g
in this cafe, our honor, intereft, and reputation, and
even life itfelf is to be given up, and made a willing
facrifice to the honor and intereft of Jesus Curist;
¢ not rounting our own life (much lefs our name and
i’cputation) dear, that we may finith our.courfe with
joy, and the’ mmxﬁry we have rccclvcd of thc Loap
Jesus (k) D

* Bur, 2dly, and pofitively, The felﬁﬁ'mefs hm
difclaimed is, in general, that which ands in diref
oPpoﬁnon to the honor of GOD, and the'interelt of
JESUS CHRIST; whichfets up SeLs:in the rdom
and place of Gop, in our cftimation, affe&ians, ins
tentions, -and purfuits ;, and difpefes us ta love and
value owsfelves, in the fame manner we ought to love
snd value the Gap of Heaven, -to prefar.ofir hiopox
to his honor, and our intereft 1o the invereff.of JESUS
CHRIST ; and, in‘'a word, tovegard aurfelves fin -
premely, aad feek ourfelves ultimaiel and finally;
and to be influenced inordinately, in one fhape or

B2 <2 other,
& 1 Tim. iii. 7. tht.n 15¢ i Matt.v. 15, k AQsxx, 24
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other, by mercenary views, and felfith motives, in all
we do, It is, therefore, nothing lefs, on the whole, -
than a direct contending with the GOD of Heavex,
and maintaining a difpute with him, who fhall be
moft loved and regarded by us, ue or we, and whofe
honor and intereft fhall be primarily and ultimately
purfued, His or our own. '
- BuT, more particularly, This felfithnefs in public
preaching, may be confidered both materially and
formally, or as it refpets the fubjeft-matter, and the
formal manner, of our preaching. .
1ft, TueN minifters -may be faid to preach them-
felves, when the matter of their public preaching is
fuch, as tends rather to promote felf-honor and
feif-intereft, than the honor of GOD, and the intereft
of JESUS CHRIST. When the fubftance of their
fermons, is only ¢ the enticing words of man’s wil-
dom (1)’ calculated ratker to gratify men’s curiofity
with pleafing fpeculations, than to picrce their hearts
with pungent convictions; and has a greater tendency
to pleafe their fancies, than to convert and fave their
fouls. “'When, in the matter of their preaching, they
_ conform to men’s vitiated tafte, and corrupt humors,
and rather foothe and flatter, than firive to awaken
and. alarm' their confciences; endeavoring rather
to win them to themfelves, and gain them over to.
their own felfintereft, than to win them to CurisT,
and convert them to GOD.. In a word, we are aw-
ful]y guxlty of this criminal fclﬁ{hnefs, when our fer-
: mons
B Cor.h + o
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‘mons have rather a tendency in their very matter and
compofition to commend ourfelves, than to com-
mend the LORD JESUS CHRIST ; and to beget,
in the corrupt hearts of our hearers, an efteem of our
perfons, gifts, and abilities ; rather than of the per-
fon, glory, and offices of the great REDEEMER,
the ever-adorable GOD-MAN, JESUS CHRIST.

2dly, Thais felfithnefs refpe&ts the form, as well
as the matter of our preaching, i. e. the governing
principle from which we ac in our public miniftry,
and the. ultimate end we have in view. And this is,
doubtlefs, the prmcxpal thing here mtendcd for be
the matter of our preaching ever fo good, yet SeLr
may be the root and bottom of it all, and the object
of our prircipal aim. Nothmg is more evident, than
that we may do the work of GOD, and that which
is really fo, ‘as to the mattcr or thing done; and yet
not do it for GOD, as to the formal, manncr, buc
rather for ourfelves. Thus JEHU did the work of
the LORD, when he cxccuted the vcngeancc of
JEHOVAH on the houfe and family of wxckcd
AHAB; and when he broke down the images of
BAAL, and reftored ISRAEL from 1dolatry ; and
yet he did it not ror GOD, but For HIMSELF, as
appears by his proud boaft, ¢ Come, fee my z¢al for
the LORD of HOSTS (m).’. .

It is not at all mconﬁﬁent to fay, that mlmf’ccrs
may calculate their SBRMONS, both as to M.u"rzn,
MeTHoD, and manner of DELIVERY, [o as to have

an

m zﬂA‘Kings xx. 16, /
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an aptitude and tendency to anfwer the great ends of
preaching, and yet may PREACH THEMSELVES, as
to the PrincipLE from which they a&, and the vL.
“r1MATE Enp they have in view. Norisitat all to
be wondered at, if in a time when the moft zealous,
jxvely, and practical preaching, the moft earneft ad-
drefles to the heart and confcnenrc, are in vogue, and
tend moft to recommend the preacher, and promote
his reputation, that mere felfith principles fhould
induce men to attempt it, and even ftrive to excel in
it. So that, though we preach ever fo well, as to the
matter and method of our fermons, and with ever fo
much apparent zeal and fervor, in the delivery of
them ; yet if we fail as to the formal manner, and aim
chiefly and ultimately at ourfelves, our honor, intereft
and reputation; we are found guilty of that criminal
SELFISHNESS which the apoftle difclaims, and are
makmg IDOLS of ourfdvcs, by treating ourfelves
in the manrier we ought to treat the GREAT GOD
of heaven and earth. This is the SELFISHNESS
HERE DISCLAIMED, and this it is, for men to
PREACH THEMSELVES. Iam, -

Ildly, To confider fome of the operatians of this
corrupt prmcnplc, in thofe particular inftances that
tend to difcover its relgmng dominjon. In all un-
fanctified hearts, SevLr, in one fhape or another, is
cver'uppci'r'hoﬁ and has an intire afcendancy, and
governing influence, in‘every thing they do. - When,
therefore, men of this charatter take upen them the

officeof the gofpcl-mmxﬁ:ry, SeLr muft be thcu' grand
motive,

A MTANS " Y pp
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motive, and their principal inducement. For, though
a faithful difcharge of this important trufl requires
more SELF-DENIAL, than any employment under
the fun; yet there are many things in the facred
office, that may be alluring baits to men of corrupt
and felfith minds. A tolerable maintenance, or coms
fortable fubfiftence in the world, may be an induce=
ment to fuch as know not better how to provide for
themfelves: Who, like the unjuft fteward, are ¢ un-
willing to dig, and athamed to beg (n ,’ and there-
fore chufe this rather than a meaner employment,
Thus, in the degenerate times of the church of oid,
men would *crouch for a piece of filver, and fay,
® Put me, I pray thee, into the ptieft’s office, thatf may
eat a picce of bread (0).” And hence that bicter
complaint, that ¢ the priefts taught for hire, and the
prophets divined for money(p};” and on this account,
they were called © greedy dogs that could'never have
enough, and thepherds that did not underftand, look-
ing every one for his gain from his quarter (q). Let
none underftand me, as though I infinuated, that mi-
nifters have not a right to infift on & fufficient main«
tenance, and an honorable fupport ; for, whatever 2
carnal felfith world may imagine, it will be found
true at laft, that GOD (and not man) ¢ hath ordained
that they, who preach the gofpel, fhould live of the
gofpel(r).” Nor dol in the leaft doubt, butthatthetoo-
general neglet of this duty among people to their

' minifters,
b Lukexvi.3. o1Sim.il. 36, pMic iii 2. qifel, Iviv2r. Y¥Cor,

ix. i
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minifters, is one of the crying -and- provoking
fins of the prefent day. (See Mal. iil, 8, 9, 10)
‘What I am proving is, that SkLF, in its reigning do-
minion, may influence men to undertake the facred
employment, with fuch fordid views. And this is
neceflarily fuppofed, in the apoltle’s frequent exhor-
tations to minifters, * not to be greedy of filthy
. Jucre (1), nor be given to filthy lucre (t), nor teach -
things for filthy lucre’s fake (u).” The inducement
of the apoftle himfelf (as of every other faithful mini-
fier) was vaftly different. A necessiry, fays he,
¢is laid uporf me, and woe is me if I preach not the
gofpel (w).” And he could fay, with the utmoft fin-
cerity, to the CorinTHiaN church, ¢I feek not

yours, but you (x)." ‘
. AGAIN, A lite of ftudy, and an opportunity to
furnifh the mind with the various improvements of
human fcience, may be an inducement to thofe who
bave a turn for fpeculation, and would be willing to
thine and make fome figure in literature, from mere
felfith principles, to'undertake the miniftry. And,
WOULD YOU BELIEVE IT, Siks? The fuppofed
eafe and indolence of a minifter’s life, by thofe who
know nothing of the many cares, fatigues and per-
plexities. of it, may poffibly induce a felfith man,
who is willing to favor the fleth, to enter upon it.
Nor is it atall unlikely, that the reverence and refpet
thewn to the facred charalter among men, may in-
\ T fluence

f1Tim. il 3. ¢ Tiivy. uw Ven 1z, w1 Cor, ix, 16, x 2 Cage
. 140
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fluence thofe who are chiefly feeking themfelvgs,
*Tis agreeable to a proud felfifh mortal, to be looked
upon and refpe@ed as the leader and guide of the
people, and to have others dependent on him, and
¢ receive the law at his mouth (y).’

Now, when fuch alluring baits, as thefe, are the
-principal inducements to the miniftry; the reigning
dominion of afelfifh principle is exceedinglyevident.
‘And as thefe undertake the facred employment fop
THEMSELVES, and not for GOD, fo they will ever
© preach themfelves, and not Curist Jesus the -
Logrp.” Fot the fame principle, while uppermoft in
their hearts, will attend and govern them, in every
branch of their minitterial condu. It will go with
them into their private ftudies, and there will chufe
their fubje&, form and methodize their fermons, and
often times make them more attentive to mere words
and ernaments, than.to the facred truths of GOD,
And hence, inftead of plain and ferious addrefles,
that might tend to MeLT and cHANGE hard and un._
changed Hearrts, they will abound with trifling
{peculations, fet off with glittering toys, with figures -
of rhetoric, and arts of elocution. Or, inftead of
inftruéting their people, in the great things that cop.
cern their everlafting welfare, they go beyond their
eapacity, and teach them nothing, but that they are
able to {peak unprofitably and unintelligibly. SeLe
will often difpofe them to take off the edge, and dull
the life of their teachings, under a pretence of filing

¢ of

y Mal, il 7 -
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off the roughnefs, and fmoothing the di&ion. And
if a plain and cutting paffage occurs, it will caft it
away as too rufltical and ungrateful.  Thus in their
preparations for public fervice, inftead of confulting
ferioufly, ¢ What fhall I fay, and how fhall I fay it,
¢ {0 as beft to pleafe and glorify GOD, and do gpod
- ¢ to the fouls of men:” SeLr will make them con-
fult, ** What fhall I fay, and how fhall I deliver i,
* fo as to be thought an excellent preacher, and to
¢ be admired and applauded by all that hear me.”

Anp, when SeLr has done its work in their ftudy,
and made their fermon, it will attead them even to
the pulpit, and there it will form their very counte-
nance and gefture, and modulate their voice, and
animate their delivery, and put the very accent and
emphalfis upon their words and fyllables, that all may
be calculated to pLEASE, rather than to prorrIT,
and to recommend THEMSELVES, and fecure a vain
applaufe, rather than recommend Jesus CurisT,
and fecure his intereft in the hearts of men.

Anp, when the fermon is ended, SELF goes home
with the preacher, and makes him much more foli-
citous to kpow whether he is admired and applauded,
than whether he has prevailed for the awakening and
converfion of fouls. And fo powerful is this prin- -
ciple in fome, that they could even be glad in their
hearts (were it not for fhame) to afk their hearers, in
direct terms, whether they like, admire, and applaud
- their labers, and conceive a good opinion of them,
But, as this will not do, SeLr will put them on fome

topic
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topic of converfation with their hearers, that will
tend, if pollible, to draw out their own commenda-
tion; and, if they can. perceive they are highly
- thought of, they rejoice greatly, as having attained
their end: But, if they find they are efteemed but-
weak, or at belt, but common preachers, they are
dejected and difappointed, as having miffed what'
they think THE cranD Prize oF THE Dav.

- AnD hence this falfe felf-feeking heart can be
very ealy and contented with a general approbation,
and applaufe, without feeing any faving fruit of his
labor, from year to year. Or if he defires fuccefs in
the awakening and converfion of finners, yet SELF
may lie at the bottom of this t00; and though it may
work differently from the manner above defcribed,
yet it may terminate in the fame thing in the final
iffue. SeLF may make fuch as thefe ftrive to excel
in appearances of real godlinefs, and in zealous, fer-
vent, pratical preaching ; yea, it may difpofe them
to defire fuccels, to affe@t and change the hearts of
their hearers, and they may calculate their difcourfes’
for that purpofe, and yet aim ultimately at THEM-"
sELvEs, and the advancement of their own reputa-
tion. What can be more agreeable to a man, who
ultimately feeks himfelf, than to fee people throng
around him, and croud in multitudes to hear him,
and appear to be affected with what they hear ? And
to find that he is able to command their attention,
and move their paffions and affe@ions? And what
more pleafing, than to hear himfelf cried up by

' Ca2 ) them,
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them, as the moft able and godly preacher in the
‘land, and fam’d through the whole country, -as 4
man of the higheft fpiritual excellencies, and moft
fuccefsful labor ? : '

I MEAN not to infinuate, that men of fuch merce-
nary and corrupt principles are like to be very
fuccefsful, for though 1T 1s POSSIBLE TREY MAY
ha. Goop, and GOD may blefs what means he
pleafes ; yet it feems MORE PROBABLE, that, as they .
labor not for GOD, but for THeMszLvEs, he will
leave them to THEMSELVES for the fuccefs: And
that their labors will have no greater bleffing, than
THEMSELVES are able to give, and that their words,
how pungent foever, will reach no farther than their
own ftrength is able to make them: But what I
have afferted, is, That SELF may make men defire
Succzs s, fo far as it may tend to the advancement
of their reputation. Aaain, -

SomeTimes this felfith difpolition will work up
envious and bitier thoughts, againft all thofe who
they imagine ftand in their light, or, by out-thining
them, eclipfe their glory, and hinder the progrefs of
their idolized reputation. Hence they are inwardly
vexed and mortificd, when a preference is given to
the names and parts of their brethren, as if all the
praife, given to cthers, was injurioufly taken from’
them, and that THEY THEMSELVES were not fo

' particularly noticed, refpected and efteemed, as their
partial felfifb judgement imagines they ought to be.

And this often lays a foundation for jealoufy, fufpi-
‘ ' ciony

-
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cion, and alienation, as if they were carryinig on
two different and contrary interefts. It is this alfo,
that makes fome fo tenacious of their own opinions,
that they almoft claim infallibility, and are ever im«
patient of contradiction or controul. They cfteem
and value the man, that will fay as ¢bey fay, and be
of their opinian, and promote their reputation 3 but
Ke, who will dare to differ from, or contradi& them,
is not to be borne with, ©, Sirs! it is impoffible
to trace out all the corrupt workings of this detefiable
and pernicious principle, or to mention the innumer-
able mifchiefs it has occafioned in the church of
GOD. It was this that raifed antichrift, by feveral
gradual and progrefBve fteps, to his prefent tyranni-
cal dignity. It was this that enkindled the flames of
perfecution, in-the feveral periods of the chriftian
church, and ftained the earth with the crimfon gore
of human blood; and it is this difturbs and rends
chriftian focicties, and divides them into different
interefts, and different parties, and fills them with
bitternefs againft one another.. ¢ O may the Lorp
in mercy deliver us from ourfelves, as our worft
" enemy ; and from the power and dominion of felfith-
~ nefs, as the foreft plague that can befall us on this

fide hell

Bur I have dwelt too long on this difagreeable
fubjeét, and fhall therefore pafs to the

THuiRD GeNeraL Hzap, Which was to fhew,
‘WHAT 1T 18 TO PREACH CHRIsT. ¢ We preach

not ourfelves, but CHRIST JESUS the LORD.
: And
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And this alfo mufl be confidered both MATERIALLY,
and ForMALLY, or as it refpe@s the SUBJECT
MATTER, and the FORMAL MANNER of our
preaching.
1ft, As it refpects the MATTER ; it includes in
general, the whole fum of gofpel-do@rine, relating
to man’s falvation by Jesus CurisT; the original
contrivance, the meritorious impetration, and a¢tual
application of it, through his blood and Spirit; the
fall of man, ¢ by one man’s difobedience (z),” and
the guilt and ruin of a fallen ftate neceffarily fuppof-.
ed; the original purpofes of God’s love and grace,:
that iffued in the gift of his dear Son; the glory of
his perfon as Gop, the eternal relation he fuftained
to the Father, his fubftitution asa furety,.and defig-
nation to the office of Mediator, his voluntary con-
tra& in the covenant of Redemption, which made
way for his myfterious Incarnation; his holy Life,
his meritorious and cruel Death, his powerful Refur-
reCtion, triumpaant Afcenfion, and perpetual prevail-.
ing Interceflion ; the compleie Atonement he made,
and the everlaftingRighteoufnels he hath broughtin;
together with the various offices he fuftained, both
" in his ftate of humiliation and exaltation; the me-
thods of divine operation, in the work of effettual.
calling ; the nature and ufe of divine faith, to applx
his blood and righteoufnefs; the bleflings confequent:
on believing, juftification, adoption, fan&ification,
perfeverance in grace, and confummation in glory;
' perfec

z Rom. v, 19.,
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perfe&ion of holinefs at death, and the complete
happinefs of foul and body at the refurrection, in
the full enjoyment of GOD to all eternity. Thefe,
and all other gofpel-truths, fuppofed by them, ia-
cluded in them, and confequent upon them, relating
_to JESUS CHRIST, are to be the SUBJECT
- MATTER of our preaching; all which are fumma-
rily comprehended, in the three charaters mentioned
in the Text, CHRIST JESUS THE LORD.
CHRIST the Messian, the anointed of GOD,
"qualified for, and fet apart to the office of Mediators
JESUS the Savior of men, who faves his people
from their fins, both from the guilc and power, and
finally from the punifhment of them, by working
out for them a righteoufnefs to be imputed, and by
working in them a righteouinefs implanted: THE
LORD, the great Head and King of his Church,
who has its government on his fhoulders, and to
¢ whom all power is ‘given in heaven and upon
earth (a);’ to whom all homage and obedience are
due, and to whom is committed, as a perfon every
way qualified ard worthy, the fole management of
thefolemn tranfactions of the grand and final Jupce-
MENT. ,

But particularly, 1ft, To preacH CHrisT, is
to hold him forth,” not merely as a LAW-GIVER,
to beobeyed; butchieflyasa LAW-FULFILLER,
to be believed in, for pardon, righteoufnefs, and
everlafting lite. To reprefent him to poor perithing

: fianers,
a Mat, xxviii. 18,
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ﬁnnerls,- as a furety, who has undertaken, in thelr
room and ftead, to pay the DesT of DuTy, and
of PenaLTy, for which divine juftice has them un~
der an arreft ; to atone for the crimes for which they
are under fentence, and work out for them a com-
plete and perfett righteoufnefs, anfwerable to the
firict demands of his unchangeable law. How ho-
norably foever we may fpeak of JESUS CHRIST,
as a ruler to be obeyed, and as a pattern to be imi-
tated; yes, if we do not exhibit him to view, as the
great LAW-FULFILLER, to be believed in, and
as “ the end of the law for rightegufnefs (b),” we do
not properly PREACH CHRIST; but conceal a2
moft eflfential branch of his mediatorial excellency,
It is the grand fundamental article of thereligion of
CrrisT, and the ground of all our hapes, ¢that he
- {uffcred for us, the juft for the unjuft, that he might
bring us to Gop (c);’ that he not only died For our
(oop (as the Socinians fay, to fet us an example
how to fuffer with patience;) but that he died ¢in
our room and ftead,” and was ¢ made fin for us’ by
imputation, that we, by imputation, might be made

righteous in the ﬁght of Gop through him (d).’
2dly, To prEacH CHRIST, is to exhibit to view
his infinite divine FULLNESS, and the freenefs of
his unbounded GRACE, his almighty POWER to
fave, and his WILLINGNESS to exert that power;
that in him is to be found, all that righteoufnefs that
the law requires, and all that grace that the gofpel
promifes;
. b Rom. xx. 4. ¢ 1 Pet, iil, 18, d 2 Cor, v, ult, ’
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;pfomifcs; and, in fhort, every fhin‘g that a poor,
guilty, helplefs, fin-burdened, and law-condemned
finner can poffibly want; and that all the blefflings
of his atonement are freely offered, ¢ without money,
and without price (e).’ '

3dly, To preacu CHRIsT, is to make him the.
grand center of all the variety of fubje&ts we enter
vpon, in the whole CrepENDA and’ Acenpa of
religion. If we treat of the nature and perfections
of the Deity, we are to confider them, as difplayed,
moft eminently, ¢in the face of Jesvs Curist (f).
If we exhibit to view the divine law, in its ftrictnefs
and fpirituality, we are to remember CHRIST; ©as
the end of the law for rightecnfnefs (g).” If we des"
nounce its dreadful ¢ curfes againft every cne that
continues rot in all things written in the book of the
law to do them (h); ’tis that ¢ the law, as a fchool»
mafter, may bring them to CHRIST, that they may
be juftified by faith (i).” If we treat of gofpel-pro<
mifes, and gofpel-bleffings, we muft confid:r them as
purchafed by the Broop, and diftributedby the bounty
and grace of CHRIST. It we difcourfe upon divine

' faith, CrisT mult be confidered as ¢the author
and finither,” as well as the ¢dire@ obje& of ir.”

If we treat of repentance, ’tis * Curist exalted at
the right hand of GOD,” that muft giveit, and the

remiffion of fins (k); and Crrist crucified, and

viewed by faith, that muft be the firft fpring of it
D ’ 1If

é Iui.lv.1. f2Cor.iv.6. g Rom.x 4 b Gal, iii. 10, 24+ 3 Heb
cFiz.. k A&sv, 3.
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If we treat of gofpel-obedience, it muft be confidered
as the genuine fruit of faith in CHRIST, and union -
to him; fpringing frem ¢ conftraining love (1) to,”
and performed by firength and grace, derived from '
the LORD JESUS CHRIST ; 2nd accepted altc-
gether, on account of the merit of his obedience and
death. In a word, CHRIST muit be confidered,
as “all, and in all (m}),’ as the ‘ALpua and OMEGa,
the beginning and the end (n);’ the fountain from
which arv is derived, and the center in which ALL
muft terminate : his righteoufnefs is aLL in jufltifi-
cation ; his fpirit and grace aLL in fanétification; and
the enjoyment of him, aLw in glorification. This
is to pREacH CHRisT, as to the MaTTER of our
preaching. And then,

2dly, As to the rormaL Manner, it implies,
That we aim at the honor and glory of CHRIST,"
and the advancement of his intereft, as our ultimate
and final end. This is, doubtlefs, the principal thing
intended, in oppofition to thcfe mercenary views,
and felfith aims, that were mentioned before. Men
may fpeak much about JESUS CHRIST in their
fermons, and yet not properly prREACH CHRIST;
yea, they may PREACH CHRIST too, as to the mat-
ter of their preaching, in all the inftances above de-
fcribed, and yet not do it ror CHrisT, but for
THEMSELVES., And thus they may make Curist
himfelf, and the precicus doétrines of the gofpel,
only fublervient to the advancement of the grand
' IDOL,

12Cor.v.124. m Coliiii, 17s n Rev,i. 8,
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IDOL, Stir. To PrEACH ChzisT, then, is to
make his honor and intereft the center of all our
lzbor and induftry; the mark on which we fix our
eye, and towards which we endeavor to fteer, in
all our private ftudies, and public adminiftrations,
and in every inftance of our minifterial conduét. Our
bufinefs is to commend CHRIST, and not our:
SELVES; to win the hearts of men to him, and not
to ourfelves ; and attach them to his intereft, rather
than our own. And as this muft be the ultimate pro-
pofed end, fo thofe means muft be chofen, that have
the moft natural tendency to accomglith it; even
fuch methods and manner of addrefs, as will tend to
pierce the obdurate hearts, and wound the ftupid
cenfciences of fleepy fecure finners, by making them
feel the ruin of their fallen ftate, their guilt and con-
flemnation’ by the law, and the abfolute impofibility
of obraining a perfonal legal righteoufnefs: That
they may effectually fee their nced of CHRIST,
both as a furety to pay their law-debt, and as a
¢ fountain to wafh in from fin and from uncleannefs.”
THe rich and unbounded treafures of gofpel grace
are alio to be laid open, and gofpel invitations to
be exhibited in their free and indefinite terms, urged
with the moft powerful motives, and perfuafive ar-
‘guments, that can be drawn from love, orfrom wrath,
from heaven, or from hell ; and from all the glorious

and dreadful things of an unfeen eternal world,
LeT me now endeavor to tMProOVE this fubje&,
by an inference or two, from each of the principal
D2 + foregoing
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\

foregoing heads ; and then concludc, with a parti«
cular APPLICATION. And,

1}, Ir minifters are not to PREACH, OF tO feek
THEMSELVRS, in the execution of the facred o‘ﬁce;
then none can ever dlfcharce this important truft ac-
ceptably in the fight of GOD, who are under the
reigning dominion of MERCENARY and SELFISH
PrincipLes. I have obferved before, that when
man fell from GOD, by criginal apoftacy, he. renred
as it were into HiMseLF, and is ever fince dlfpofcd
fupremely to love, and ultimately to feek, HiMSELP,
as his laft and final end. SELFISHNESS then, in
one fhape or another, is now the reigning, a&tive
principle in fallen nature, and has the intire domi-
nion in every heart that is unrenewed and unfan&i-
fied: as therefore unfan&ified men, have no govern-
ing principle but SELF, and can a& frem no higher
principles than they have 3 how can they be qualified
for a faithful difcharge of that work, which requires
fo much SevLr- RELUNCIATION? Ir fuch as thefe
undertake the miniltry, theirviews muft be altogether
sELFisH : they {tudy, pray, and preach for THEM
SELVES, and make THEMSELVES the grand center
of all they think, and fpeak, and do; ¢ Seeking
their own things, and not the things of CHRIST
JESUS (o)’ prcfcr_mg their henor to his honor, and
their intercft to his interelt; and therefore, they are
guilty of idolatry, by fetting themfelves uppermoft
in their eftimation, afietions, defigrs, and purfuits.
And

.

o Fhil. il 21,



¢ 291

And if T thould grant, that fuch as thefe may be
ufleful in the miniftry, yet furely the undertaking
will be awfully hazardous to the Sours committed
to their charge, and the confequence extremely
dreadful to themfelves, for ¢ when they have preach-
ed to others, themfclves will be finally rejeéted and

caft away(p).
. -2dly, Ir the bufine(s of gofpel-miniiters be, To
prEAcH Curist; hence fee the honor and dignity
of their office.  No other than a glorious CHRIST,
the anointed of GOD, the darling of heaven, and
the beloved of angels and faints, is.the fubjeét of
their miniftry; from him their authority and com-
miffion is derived, in. his valuable intereft they are
engaged to fpeak, as ¢ ambaffadors in his name and
ftead.> Their office is therefore honorable, in fome
proportion to the dignity of the fovereign, from
~ whom they receive commiffion; the grandeur of the
court, in whole intereft they are employed as EM-
BASSADORS, and the important errand they have
to tranfa& with guilty men. And as they are en-
gaged for CHRIST, and imployed by him to att as
EMBASSADORS IN HIS NAME, he hath de-
clared that he will regard the treatment they meet
with as if done to himfelf: ¢ He that receiveth you,
fays he, receiveth me; and he that defpifeth you,
defpifeth me, and him that fent me (q).” Were we
acting a part for ourseLvEs, and fpeaking in our
own name, and driving on our own felf-interefts,
men

p 1 Cor.ix, 27, q Luke x. 16,

)
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men might treat us as they pleafed: But if we a& as
embaffadors for CurisT, in purfuit of his intereft,
and in his name and ftead, let them take heed how
they defpife the sacreEp CraracTER we fuftain, or
negle® the soLeMN Messaces we bring. But I
muft not dwell on thefe inferences, the time being
far elapfed.

PerMIT me, therefore, now, with all humility,
to addrefs myfelf particularly to the venerable mem-
bers of this SYNOD, with all others of the facred
charater here prefent.

My reverend FaTHERS, and dear BRETHREN!

Tre SUBJECT 1 have now been handling, will
neceflarily lead me to great freedom, and plainnefs
of fpeech; yetI will notentertain fo dilhonorable 3
thought of any of you, as to imagine an apology
neceffary : Nor will I doubt your candid acceptance
of what fhall now be faid, though by one of the
meaneft of the facred chara&ter, who would gladly
fic at your fect and learn, and who is willinkg to ftand
corrected and reproved by you.

- LET what we bave heard, in the firft place, lead
us into our own hearts, to examine in the prefence
of an all-feeing Gop, whether we have not too much
of this abominable felfith principle fill lurking with-
in us, and too little finglenefs of heart for GOD,
and JESUS CHRIST. Do we never fhrink iato
diffidence and negle®, in cales of duty, through

the power and prevalence of that focthing tempta-
' tion,
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tion, SparE THYSELF? Do we never find this de-
teftable enemy ftrive to encroach on the rights of
the Godhead, and affume the honor and regard that
is due to JESUS alone. Does it never creep into
our ftudies, and feek to have a hand in our prepa-
rations for the fanctuary of the Lorp, and difpofe
us to confult how to pLEAsE, rather than how to
proFIT 3 and how our own interelt may be fecured
in the efteem and affeCtions of our hearers, rather
than how the INTERESI and KINGCOM of
CHRIST may be advanced? And when we en-
ter the pulpit, with a meflage from heaven to
guilty men, are we never too thoughtful of the no-
tices and obfervations of cur poor fellow mortals
round about us, and too litrle fenfible of the all-
feeing ey~ of JEHOV AH upon us, and the vat and
inexpreflible weight of the errand on which we come?
Are we never too folicitous about mere external
appearances that attend our delivery, and too Ltz
fo, about the fpiritual frame of our hearts, in the
fight of GOD? Are we never tempted by this per-
nicious principle, to play the hypocrite before our
hearers, with a greater thew of zeal and fervor, and
devotion, than is anfwerable to the inward ftate and
frame of our minds? If at any time we find ourfelves
dead and barren, and have but little clearnefs or
freedom, we are dejetted; our hearts are deprefled
- and funk within us; but from whence is this dejec-
tion? Is it becaufe we have done fo poorLy for
GOD, and been fo mMysERABLY DEFICIENT in his.

fervice ?
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fervice ? Or only ‘becaufe we have made fo tnprF=
FERENT A FIGURE in the eyes of our fellow-men-?
On the other hand, when we find fome enlargement
and freedom, a readinefs of thought, and fluency
of expreflion, and feel fome fuitable degree of zeal
and fervor; does a felfith, deceitful heart, never
prompt us to afort of SerF-coMpPLACENCY, and de-
light in ours:zrLves? And if we are pleafed, that
GOD has erabled us, in any meafure, to be FarTa~ .
FUL; yet, are we never too much elated with the
approbation and applaufe of our poor fellow-mor~
tals ? B ’
Anp, when our public performances are ended,
what is the obje& of our greateft folicizude ? Whe~
ther finners are awakened and won to CHRIST #
Or, whether we ourfelves are held in high efteem ¥
Whether the word preached has gained their hearts
for Gop; or whether it has gained for us their pleaf-
ing approbation? And does this felfith principle
never diret or influesce our conduft, among the
people of our charge ? Are we not often beft pleafed
with the company and fociery of thofe; who (pere
haps too partial in our favor) may gratify cur vanity
with their profeffions and tokeas of efteem and
friendthip ? And do we not, from the fame princi-
ple, thun or too much negle&t thofe who appear
lefs friendly, though they need our inftruétion and
advice, as much as others? Do not we too much
neglcét the duties of private, and particular appli~
cations, for fear of offending; and yet frame excufes

for
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for our negle&s, that have too much SeLrisuNESS
in them? In a word, what did we undertake the
miniftry for? What do we ftudy, preach and pray,
live and labor for? Is it ultimately for GOD, ot
for oveseLves? 1 befeech you, REVEREND AND
DEAR Sirs, bear with this plainnefs and freedom,
and let me not be looked upon in the light of an
arrogant accufer: far be it from me, to lay any of
thefe things to your charge, or to harbor a doubt
of your difinterefted zeal for GOD, and viGory over
SELF. Thereis but one heart among us, that I
have reafon to fufpet, and, over THaT, I find it
necefary to keep a continual watch and guard. And,
O! how many are the fecret windings and turnings,
and different fhapes and appearances, of this perni-
_ cious adverfary SELF ! How often does it befet us,
when and where we have little expected it, and give
us occafion to lament and fay, ¢ Haft thou found
me, O! mine enemy?’ If we find then, on the
above-mentioned inquiry, that our felf-denial, and
deadnefs to ourfelves, is yet very imperfet; let us
in the
Secono place, ¢ thtcrly bewail it before GOD,
with the deepeft humiliation.” For what can be
more detcftable, or carry a greater malignity in its
very nature, than that difpofition, that would exale
'SELF, in the place of GOD and JESUS CHRIST,
and as it were contend with him for the preference,
and difpute the point with him, who fhall be moft

loved and regarded by us, HE or WE, and whofe
E honor
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honor and intereft fhall be pnmarﬂy perfued, HI8
or OUR OWN? And how inconfiltent is this
SELFISHNESS, with that leffon of SELF-DENI-
AL, that we are obliged 1o preach to others, and
which JESUS has taught us, béth by precepe and
example ? Nay, with what face can we recommend
- SELF-DENIAL to others, white WE are SELF.
ISH; or how can we reprove or condenn the fin in
others, that we harbor too miuch in ourfelves? We
tell the drunkard, the fwearer, the profane finner,
that, ¢ exccpt he be converted and changed, he ¢annot
be faved ;* and isit riot as trte of us, tht we * can-
not be the true difciples,’ or faithful minifters, of
CrrisT, except we dery ourfelves ? Does ot dur
LORD himielf lay this down as the grand CriTe-
Rr1oN, by which he fubmits “his own doétride and
miffion to trial, whether it was or Gob, ot Whe-
ther he fpake or mimseLr? ¢ He that fpcaketsh of
himfelf, fays he, feeketh his own glory: Bét he
that fecketh the glory of hith thar fenit hi, the
fame is true (r)> I make no doubt, Sirs, but
SEL.FISHNESS, in its reigning dominion, is a
greager ﬁn than drunkennefs, or whoredom. ~The
one dlﬂ:onors GOD, by breaking tis law ; -but the
othcr fisikés at the vety relation of SoverErcy and
Svsyxe-r, and contends with him, as it were, for
the rlghts of god-liead, and infifts upon being above
him, in the cﬁ:matxon, affetionis, intentions, and-

perfuits, Now, It is one thing to break fome par«
ticular’

.

¢ Joha vii, 17, 18,
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ticular laws of a PRINCE, and another to fet up to
be above him, or to ¢xalt a RIVAL, in his room
and ftead; the firft indeed is tranfgreffion, but the
other is downright treafon and rebellion, and therg-
fore the more heinous! And indeed ‘whatever we do
in religion, and how good fogver it be, as to chc
MaTreg, or thing done yet if SELF is the reign-
ing principle, it tarnithes, corrupts, and debafes
all. And s it is the very effenge of holinefs to live
to GOD, and a& entirely for him; fo itis horrible
wickednefs, in the very nature of it, to live to our-
SELVES, 3nd aét ultimately for ourfelves. If, there-
fore, we find the remajns, ar fecret workings of fo
€o: rupt and detellable a prineiple, let us mourn and
be humbled before GOD, and repair by Fait to
him, whe.once died, ¢ That they which live, Ihoulcr

" not live:to themfelves, but to-him wbodl.cd for ;hcm{

and rofe again(1).”. ...

3dly, Lsr wsever be 'wamhful a,,auaﬁ this enemy
of GOD, 'and our fouls, and epdeavor 1o ;ﬁxpprcfs
the Grft .rtfmgs of it. - Let us e.vcr mumb;r_, wg"
are nat euir own(t),’ and thesefore have aovbuﬁpefs;

woliveto ourfelves, orregardourintereft qrmpu,gamon,_

any. further than the hogor of CHRIST, and the in-

tercft-of religion is cqac;:pq,d If GQD bas made’
v, if CHRIST has redegmed s, if, im .our or-.
d'mmioa. . havc folemnly ,giucn up Qurfcl\}es,;

owx 5 and aherque, 50 appcapnapc Qur. nmc, and
E 2 ‘talents”

f2Cor vorss taCahivbsge .~ ° . i n’
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talents to our own intereft and reputation, is a fa-
crilegious rRoBBING OF Gop !

FurThEr, Let us guard againit that fear of man,
which SELFisuNEss would prompt us to, and which
would make us too fond to pleafe, and too fearful
to difpleaic; for if we thus feek to picafe men, and
by that means to advance ourfelves, we cannot be
the faithful ¢ fervants of JESUS CHRIST u).
And yet, fuch are the perverfe tempers of many we
have to deal with, that we are often reduced to an
unhappy DiLeMMa, and mutt either offend GOD,
or offend them. Poor guilty mortals love to be
foothed and flattered, but do not love to be plainly
dealt with; hence, fuch pointed addrefles, as tend
to difcover them to themfelves, often excite their re-
fentment. Thus, when our Lord was reprefenting
to his hearers, by feveral parables, the awful deftruc~
tion that would fhortly come upon the final rejecters
of the gofpel faviour, and the gofpal falvation, it is
faid, © The chief prielts and pharifees perceived
that he fpake of them(w).” . A heinous bufinefs in-
deed! asif it was intolerable infolence for him to
fpeak of them. It istrue, they perceived right, he
did fpeak of them, and all others like them; and
‘whatthen ? Why, they are exafperated, and would
have laid hands on him, and treated him in a man-
ner they thought he deferved, had it not been that
they frared the multitude. And when this is the.
cafc, that we muft either offend Gop, or men; whofe,

dif-

w Gal, xxi. i, 300 W Matt, 21, 45 460 .
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difpleafure hill we moft regard? If carnal SELF
be confulted, it will influence us to difpleafe GOD,
and to footh and flatter our fellow-mzn. But alas!
fhould we make fuch an awful facrifice to their cor-
rupt humors, will they. undertake to anfwer ‘it for
us ? Will they defend us from the difpleafure of Jg-
Hoval, when he fhall fend for us by death, or fen-
tence us to hell by his righteous judgement? No,
they dare not attempt this, nor dare we truit them
in this matter. We have one GOD, and one mafter
to pleafe ; and he muft be obeyed, whether men like
or difike. Our errand to them, is on matter of life
and death, the vaft importance of which muft engage
all the powers of our fouls. Poor chrittle(s finners
are not in a (tate to be foothed and flattered, or jefted
and trifled with; heaven and hell are not matcers to
be talked of in acarelefs, indolent ftrain ; it is plain
dealing fuch want, whether they like or diflike g
fich as will tend to make them fecl their wretched,
miferable ftate, and awaken their folicitude for de-
liverance. _

Acain, our bufinels is to preach CHRIST JE-
SUS the LORD, and exhibit him to view in his pers
fonal glory and divine fulnefs as the law-fulfiller and
faviour of finners; to urge them compaffionately to
come to him that they might have life, and, an their
final refufal, to denounce againft them the cerrors of
eternal death. And befides the inexpreffible im-
portance of thefe things, every confideration from .
the prefent providences of GOD, fuggefts an awak-
ening callto the wmoft diligence and painfulinduftry.

. ,  The

)
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The GOD of Heavey is now thundering an alarm

on cvery fide, our country is groaning under rava-
ges and devaftations, and all the frightful calamities
of War and Broon! The enemies of ZION are
forming a confederacy and faying, ¢ Let us rafe it
to the foundation(x).” And who can tell how foon
our churches may be demolith’d and beaten into rub-
bith, and we ourfelves called to prifon and to death ?
And what, IN THE NAME OF GOD, fhall we
do in a day of fuffering, if we have not learn’d to
DENY OURSELVES, and account our honor, intereft,
and even life itfelf, nothing, in comparifon of the in-
gereft and kingdom of JESUSCHRIST ? Or thould
Gop in mercy yet fpare his church, from the ravages
of popith and pagan adverfaries, yet as o us, we
know our time is fhort, and the night of death will
foon: come when no man can work(y). We live in
2 pyING WorLD, and dwell in regions of mortality,

- and bave lately had frequent and awful notices of the

uncertain TENURE of human life. And, fhall not
WE, who furvive, double and redouble our dili-
geace, knowing our time js thort, and that, ia pro-
portion to the decreafe of laborers, the work in-
greafes upon our hands. O Sirs! are heaven and

hell glorious and dreadful realities ? are finners de-

{pifing the ONE, and {leeping over the mouth of the
QTHER, and are we fent from Gob to awaken them
and fhew them their danger; fent- to publith a
faviour, and iovite them to fly from the wrath to
S . come
- o Pliimcmwvii7. The reader will recolle@, that this Sermon was,

"preached towards the beginning of the 1aft war, when the Krewh.had made.-

tlieir depredations upon our Colonies, and in all probability would have

" conquered or deftroyed them, if Gos had not blefled the endeavours of

Great Britainy who took up arms for their defences y John ix. 4.
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come to his atoning blood, why then, O why don’t
thefe important realities fwallow up our whole ate
tention 2 Why don’t we make more hafte, in plucks
ing finners as brands from everLasTInG BurNings?
Why don’t we pray more fervently, and preach more
zealoufly, and lay out our whole life, and foul, and
~ ftrength in this great work ? What? is the intéreft

and happinefs of deathlefs immortal fouls worth no
more pains? Can we do no more for the honor and
intereft of our glorious MasTER than this comes o ¥
Shall the men of this world be more painful and in-
duftrious, in feeking TuEmseLves, than we'in
fecking the glory of CHRIST, and the fal-
vation of Souls? GOD FORBID! We are o;i
matters of life and death; we pray, and preich,
~ and labor for eternity ; fure it becomes us, theh, to
do it with all our might. Shall we not be: sowm‘w
and serjous, when fo near that ftate and place wheﬂ'.'
all are ferious? BELIEVE IT, SIRS, thereis no
trifling in the eternal world, there are none in-jeft
cither iz heaven or hell. GOD rorBIp TrEN}
that we fhould jeft and trifle with immorral fouts,
that are juft at the deor, afd upon thc borders df
an eternal ftate!

Bur I have too long intruded on your panchc‘e,
and therefore will now concludc wn'h zn addrcfs 0
this affembly.

My BretHrew, if the rcxgmng dominion - of
SELFISHNESS is inconfiftent with a miiniftetial,
tis equially inconfiftertt with a truly chriftian charace

ter.  Hence, fays our LORD, if any mag will come
after
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after me let him deny him'lf, (c). That man, of
whatever charatter, who loves himfelf fupremely,
and feeks himfelf ultimately and finally, and fo
places SELF in the room of GOD, in his eflima-
tion, affe&ions and intcntion, falls upon a dire&
method to lofe HiMskLF, and Gop, and His SALvaA-
T10N too in the FINAL ISSUE. Did he hate his
beft intereft as bad as the devil hates him, and de-
liberately - confult how he might do himfelf the
-+ greateft mifchief, and act the part of the moft deadly

enemy to his foul and body, he could not fall upon

a more effe€tual methed: For what can be more
infolent or more provoking to the dread majefty of
heaven, than for a poor crawling heap of duft, to

- claim a preference to him, and challenge more love
and rcgard than he, and live to himfelf, and prefer

his own honor and intereft to the honor and intereft
of him that made him : Nay, to inlift upon being
~ his own Lorp and MastEr, and having his own
will, whatever becomes of GOD’s wiLL ? If fuch
as thefe are ever happy, they muft be able to make
themfclvcs fo, not only without GOD, but even in
defpltc of Gop, and in dire&t oppofition to him.

But alas! can poor mortals be fufficient for their . .

own happinefs without GOD, - who can’t fupport

their exiftence a fingle moment, but muft foon be -
carried on men’s fhoulders to the dark confinement -

of the grave, and there turn to RoTTENNESS and
DusT, and will not be able with all their boafted

fufficiency, fo much as to lift a finger to remove the
worms

¢ Matthew xvi, 24.
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worms that will crawl about theiz hicarts, and prey -
upon their vitals? Can they make themfelves happy ;
" in defpite of GOD, and carry thréugh that SELF- -
~ INTEREST which they have fet up in oppadfitien ,
to him? Why, then, they muft conquer omnigo-
tence, and do what neither angels nor devils dare at<
t_éihpt!f Let fuch vain mortals try their fkill firft, |
let them command yonder fun.and moon to ftand
{till, and invert the order of mature, let them change .
the feafons, and bring fnow in ‘harveft, and caufe;
the flowers to fpring in wirker ; and if they find.the ,
ihanimtc-crcationiwiikfobq them contrary to the.
law of their CRERATOR, then, but never, never.
tilt then, let them proceed with confidence and cou-:
rage to fet up themfeves.aq their ussT END, or live.
to themfelves as their vurimare FELICITY. - -
" Tr was the grand defign of the death and fuffer-.
ings of JESUS CHRIST; to recovet men fror’
she.ruins of ¢heir fieft apoftacy, and conféquently to
fave thew from themfelves, and-the dominion of a;
SELFISH difpofiion.. Hence fiys the AposTLE,
he died for us, that they which live thould nev
henceforth live unto_themfives, but unté him who
died- for themy, and rofe again(d). -Reftnetthen, §
befezch you, till you have a.fpecial intereft in the,
bleflings of his atenement by diviae: faich, and the
fenfible experience. of the efficasy. of his DeaTH
and SurremiNe, rocovering.you fedRY, YOURSELVES,
vour SELF-LOVE, SELF-SERKING, SELF:

««««««

L F RIGHT-.
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RIGHTFQUSNESS,andSELF-DEPENDENCE, .

to the: fupreme love of GOD, and a_fiducial de-,
pendence on- the blood and. ngbtcoufnefs of the
LORD JESUS :CHRIST.

-AcaA1n, if our bufinefs as minifters is to PrEACH -

CHRIST JESUS the LORD, then ’tis your bufi-.
nefs to-receive him into your hearts by faith: And,
of this depends your everlafting: weal or woe, for to.
as many as receive him gives' he power to become.
the fons of GOD(e); but he thatreje&ech him, hath,

one that will judge him- at the laft day(f). You fee,

Sirs, - thar we:are not to preach ourfelves, nor aim to,
recommend ourfelves to popular efteem. The quef-:
tion is not; ‘what: you think of us, or.of our gifts or.
graces, abilities.or public performances; or whether,
you tike or. diflike, admire or defpife: Think of .us.

as-you pleafe; {o you do not defpife and difhonor our
glorious mafter; Butthe quettion is, what you think:
of Curist ?. who is the grand fum of our meflage,
and whether you' cordially reccive him into your
hearts by faith, If we may be fo happy as to join
you effetually to CHRIST, we are not fo much con~
cerned, whether we win your applaufe, or gain you
over to any ‘intéreft or party of our own.: On the
6ther-hand, fhould you receive and treat us ever {o
kindly,and give our labors your higheft approbation,
yet, if youdon’treceive CHRIST, thegrand fumof all
the meflages ‘we bring, the great endwe have inview,
is loft; our labor is loft, your precious fouls areeter:

eee L , nally

’ e John i, 13, f John xii, 48,
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* pally loft, and you had better never have been born;
O Sinneas! here you are, tottering as it were on the
brink of, surniNG TopueT, nodding on-the very
edgc of the TREMENDOUS Pancxmca, juft launching
into the ETERNAL WORLD, }uﬁ about to appear at
thc Bar oF GOD; lifeis waﬁmg. deatlrig approach-

ing, heaven and hell are glorlous and dreadiul real-

_ities, and a foul, once loft, is irrecoverably loft, and
‘the lofs can never, never be retrieved.  For the love
of GOD then, in the name and bowels of JESUS,
and by all the bitter agonies, and unparallel’d fuffer-
ings of a b]cedmg, dying Saviour, webeg, intreat,
and befeech’ ‘you, now, sz NOW; to! :awake andifly -
from the wrath to come, and receive CHRIST who ~
is the fum of our 'meffage, ds éver you would have

him receive your trembling departing fouls in a .

dying hour.  Take him, who is now tendered tg you
as GOD offers him, 1o be the LORD your RicuTs-
ousnEess, and the LORD your RuLER ; to be your
PRINCE aswell as SAVIOUR ; ‘to give you repesi-
tance as-well as remiffion of fins(g) ; and -you fhall
be wathed and fanctified as well as juftified, ‘in the

-name.of the LORD JESUS and by the fpmt of

the hvmg GOD(h). -

g At v, 3: . _h Cor. ¥i. 10,
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