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COR I-t ESP 0 N DEN C E. 

PHILADELPHIA, Noyember 10,1858. 

REV. A~D DEAR SIR :-

'Ve thank you for the very instructive and impressiye 

Discourses which, as our Pastor, you delivered to us last Sa1-

1ath-on the occasion of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of your 

installation over" THE TENTH CHURCII." 

It is the earnest desire of the congregation, as it is also of a 

number of your ministerial brethren and other friends who were 

present, that these Discourses should be pu1lisbed. 'Ye trnst, 

therefore, that you will kindly yielu to our solicitations, and 

commit them to ns for that purpose. 

Praying that in entering upon the la10rs of another Quarter 

of a Century, you may richly enjoy the blessing of God in your 

person, and in your great work, 

'Ve are truly and affectionately yours, 

R. PATTERSO~·, 

HUGR CA~rpBELL, 

C. B. JAUDOX, 

J. B. Ros~, 

CHARLES GILPIX, 

'VlI. A. bORA)r, 

REY. H. A. BOARD~IAN, D. D. 

J A)fES 'VARRES, 

"T1\I. E. DUBOIS, 

'V. D. BELL, 

JOHN McARTllrR, 

A. 'V. MITCHELL, 

'V. SARGENT. 



PHILADELPIlIA, "Xo'-ember 16, 1858. 

l\Iy DEAR FRIEXDS :-

I wrote my QUARTER-CE:NTURY SER~lO:N with the determina­

tion not to publish it. It is so much about myself and my 

church, that I felt that there would be an indelicacy in spread­

ing it before the public. But I have been overruled. l\Iy people 

seem resolved upon having it; and my clerical brethren who 

heard it, have been kind enough to say that "it ought to be 

printed for the general good." Under these circumstances, with 

a grateful appreciation of the friendly terms in which you haye 

conyeyecl your request, I place the manuscript in your hands, 

and remain, sincerely and affectionately, 

To 

Your friend and Pastor, 

:MA.JOR GEXERAL PATTERSOX, 

HUGn CAMPBELL, ESQ., 

CUARLES B .. JAUDOX, 1\1. D., 

and OTHERS. 

HENRY A. BOARDMAN. 



DISCOURSE. 

"SO WILL I COMPASS TilINE ALTAR, 0 LORD: THAT I MAY 

PUBLISH WITH THE VOICE OF THANKSGIVING, AND TELL OF ALL 

THY WONDROUS wORKs."-Psalm xxvi. 6, 7. 

As I appear before you this morning, Iny 

mind goes back irresistibly to the scene pre­

sented in this house on a Friday evening, just 
t\venty-five years ago.* The Presbytery to 

'v hich the church belonged ,vas convened 
here, and ,vith them a cro,vded auditory, ,vho 

had come together, as might be, to indu1ge a 
rational curiosity, or to testify their Christian 
sympathy in the soleInnities of that hour. In 
such a presence, after an impressive sermon 

by my venerable predecessor in this pulpit, I 
knelt in yonder aisle and was ordained to the 

ministry 'by the laying on of the hands of 

the Presbytery;' after which, I was installed 

* November 8, 1833. 
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as the Pastor of this congregation. The aged 

preacher, yielding to acculnulated bodily in­

firn1ities, has long since ceased froln all active 

ministrations; and the voice \vhich charged 

you to be fai thful to your trust, is silent under 

the pressure of a living death. Of the hands 

,y hich \vere first lifted in response to the pre­

scribed demand, 'Do you profess your readi­

ness to take this luan to be your lnillister?' 

and then, as the benediction closed, \vere 

stretched forth to give Ine a generous and 

hearty \velcome, many are paralyzed in the 

grave, and still more are dispersed over the 

broad earth. Only here and there, as I look 

around ll1Y congregation, do I recognize one 

\vho participated in the services of that even­

ing, and wen t home to offer at the household 

altar a prayer for the youthful Pastor \vha 

had dared, possibly unsent of God, to aSSUllle 

a charge so disproportionate to his years and 

his po\vers. 
lVhat my own emotions \vere on that even­

Ing, I could not \vell express. It is, under 

any circLlIllstances, a transaction of deep so-
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lenlnity, for a man to be ordained to the 

sacred 11linistry. But for a young l1lan to 

exchange the training and tutelage of the 

Theological SeminarY:t for the official care and 

oversight of a metropolitan church-to enter, 

\vholly inexperienced, and \vith scant resources 

of every kind, upon a Pastorate involving 

labors and responsibilities like this-you may 

\yell suppose that such a transaction \youlJ 

stir his nature to its lo\vest depths and luakc 

hilll feel, \vi th the apostle, 'vVho is sufficient 
for these things?' 

You have a right to kno\v ho\y I came to 

take upon myself a burden to \vhich I \vas so 

unequal. I cannot relate it in a sentence or 

t\vo. Nor can I do justice to the present 

anniversary, without saying much more about 

111yself than is agreeable to Iny feelings. There 

are occasions, however, \vhen a Pastor may be 

allowed to refer to his o\vn experienee as ill us­
trating the luystery of God's providence. Your 

kindness ,vill excuse me if, after spending a 

quarter of a century \vith you, I devote an 

h011r to the recital of some personal renlinis-
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cences not altogether alien from your o,vn 

history as a congregation. 

Let Ine premise, for the inforlnation of fami­

lies ,vho have but recently united ,vith us, a 

very concise statement respecting the origin 

of the church. The Inerit of proposing the 

erection of a church on this spot, is due to the 

late FURMAN LEAMING. Mr. Learning asso­

ciated with himself five other gentlemen, viz., 

Messrs. JOHN STILLE, of the Second Church, 

GEORGE RALSTON and JAMES KERR, of the First 

Church, and WILLIAM BROWN and SOLOMON 

ALLEN, of the Sixth Church. Through the 

liberality and energy of these six Christian 

men, the ,york ,vas accomplished. The cor­

ner-stone ,vas laid ,vith appropriate cere­

Inonies by the late venerable Ash bel Green, 

D. D., on the 8th day of August, 1828. On 
the 24th of May follo,ving, the first sermon 

,vas preached in the Lecture-room by the Rev. 

Derrick C. Lansing, D. D. Tile building ,vas 

completed on the 7th of December, 1829, and 

opened for ,vorship on the ensuing Sabbath. 

On the 12th of J\iarch, 1829, Messrs. Fur-
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man Learning, John Stille, and James I{err, 

,vere elected Rulin g Elders. On the 11th of 
L.' 

May, of the same year, the church ,vas re­

ceived under the care of the Presbytery of 
Philade1phia. On the 9th of Novenlber fol­

lo\ving, the Rev. THOMAS ~icAULEY, D. D., of 

N e\v York, was elected Pastor of the church, 
and duly installed on the 17th of December. 

After remaining here three years, during 

'v hich period his labors were greatly blessed, 
Dr. McAuley resigned the Pastorate (in Jan. 

1833) and returned to the city of New York. 
In the Spring of the preceding year (1832) 

Dr. McAuley had seen fit to unite ,vith the 

Second Presbytery of Philadelphia, and the 

ecclesiastical relations of the church ,vere 

transferred to that body. This Presbytery 

had been fornled by the General Asselubly on 

the princip1e, not of geographical lines, but of 

, elective affinity,' \vith a view of allaying the 

controversy, already comlnenced here, which 
afterwards cuhninated in the disruption of 

the Presbyterian Church. The congregation 

relnained \vithout a Pastor until the autumn 
2* 
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of that year-having, at the time, a COlnmu­

nion roll of t\VO hundred and ninety-t'vo 

members. 
Indulge me no\v "\vith some personal recol­

lections, 'v hich I should not think of uttering 

except in the presence, if I may so speak, of 
my o\vn household; and some of which ,viII 

be new even to you. 
Having become a student of theology at 

Princeton in the Fall of 1830, I was licensed 
to preach the , Gospel by the Presbytery of 
Ne,v York, in April, 1833. Returning imme­

diately to the Seminary, it so happened, that, 
under the system of rotation then observed 

at Princeton, it fell to the lot of the venerable 

Dr. Alex.ander to preach in the village church 
on the ensuing Sabbath evening. Kno\ving 
that I had COlIle back ,vith my License in my 

pocket, nothing would answer but that I must 
take his place. You may ,veIl imagine how 
such ~ propo,sal ,vould strike me, aud ho\v 

earnestly I tried to escape from the service. 
But he ,vas inexorable. 1 must go \vith him 

to the pulpit, and preach 1111/i1"st s~rmon to a 
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congregation assembled to hear Dr. Alexander. 
It ,vas not a pleasant ordeal. But as I look 

over the sermon (1 Cor. iii. 18, ' Let no man 
deceive himself'), preached then for the first 
and last tilne, I have the satisfaction of kno,v­
ing that, greatly defective as it is in many 
respects, it is replete with Gospel truth, and 
addressed to men's consciences with as much 

point and solemnity as any discourse I have 

written since. 

During the remaining four or five nlonths 

of my stay at Princeton (the course then 
closed in Septenlber), I had the usual expe­
rience of Seminary students in their Senior 

year, as regards proposals for a settlement. 
But of the various invitations sent to me from 
different parts of the church, there were only 
one or two which occasioned Ine any serious 
perplexity. I was urgently pressed by the 

Pastor of one of the oldest and most important 
Reformed Dutch Churches in the city of New 

York, to become his colleague. This I de­
clined. And then, in the face of my personal 
remonstrances, a call ,vas sent me from one of 
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our o\vn churches in that city. The Clrcunl­

stances attending this call \vere so Inarked, 

that the congregation felt thelllsel ves at liberty 
to urge the acceptance of it \vith great per­

sistency; and it cost n1e several \veek-s of 

anxiety, before I could finally decline it. 

One thing only I had regarded as settled in 

llly o\vn nlind, respecting Iny future location: 

At an early period in Illy theological studies, 

I !lad resolved, even should the opportuni ty 
present itself, not to go from the Seminary to 

a large city. I preferred a rural congregation 

as a Inatter of taste and feeling; and Iny de­

liberate j udglnen t had ratified the preference. 

But we are all led in paths \vhich \ve kne\v 

not. I had my plans, and God had his pur­

poses. In the end, I did the only thing \vhich 
I 

I had made up ll1y mind, in respect to a set-

tlement, I ,vould not do. 

The Session of ... this church invit.ed me to 

supply their vacant pulpit. The first Sabbath 

I preached here ,vas July 28, 1833. The ser­

mons were from Luke vi. 43-45, and Isaiah 
. 2 9. 1. ,t>. Three \veeks after, August 18, I again 
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preached for them, from Rom. i. 16, and Eccl. 

viii. 11. On the 2c1 of SepteIll bel', the congre­
gation came together, and ,vith entire una­
nimity and cordiality, resolved to invite me 
to become their Pastor. Here ,vas a new and 
most important question to be met. I referred 

it, after seeking ,visdom froln above, to our 

Professors. With one voice they said I ought 
to accept the call. In the end, I did accept 
it-not without many misgivings, but satisfied 
that the pillar of cloud had moved in this 
direction, and that there ,vas neither peace 

nor safety except in follo'wing it. 
It ,vas one of the incidents of my visit to 

the city in August, that the Rev. Dr. Green 

waited upon me, and inquired whether I would 
consent to entertain a call from another of 
our principal churches here, which ,vas also 
vacan t. I respectfully declined the overture. 

l\ly ordination and installation had been 

fixed for the 8th of November, and so adver­
tised in the public papers. On reaching the 

city, perhaps the very day before this, I found 

myself brought at once and unavoidably into 
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that burning polemical atmosphere \vhich con­

tinued to en\vrap our churches for several 

years after. It has already been 11lentioned, 

that this church \vas now connected \vith the 

Second Presbytery of Philadelphia. This 

Presbytery, as comprising the Neu; School 

elements of our denoluination here, was ob­

noxious to the Synod of Philadelphia; and 

the Synod had j liSt. dissolved it on the eve of 

my arrival. The Presbytery appealed to the 

General Assembly; and, by the constitutional 

force of the appeal, its life \vas prolonged 

until the case could be finally issued. But 

the question \vas, 'Ought I to join a Presby­

tery: and be ordained by it, \vhich \vas in this 

delicate position?' The leading nlen of the 

congregation, its founders even, \vere divided 

on this point; and SOl11e of theln displayed a 

degree of feeling in discussing it \vith nle, 

aluonnting ahnost to acerbity. ~rhis \yas 

sufficiently eluharrassing \vithin t\ven ty-four 

hours of the tilne publicly announced for the 

ordination; and the trouble \vas not ll1itigated 

by a most unexpected visit from the ~iode-
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rn-tor of the Synod, the Pastor of a country 

church, and an entire stranger to nle, ,vllo 

sought Ine out at my lodgings, and ,vith many 

,vords endeavored to convince Ine, that it 

,vould be extremely un,vise and irregular fur 

TIle to alIo,v the service to go on. You can 

readily irnngine the state of painful perplexity 

in to 'v hich I ,vas th1'o,vn by these occurrences. 

Had there been ti1ne to hasten to Princeton 

for an hour, the burden ,vould have lost more 

than half its ,veight. But that ,vas inlpossi .. 

bIe, and it " ras not a day of telegraphs. 

There ,vas not a single Presbyterian Pastor in 

the city, to 'Vh0111 I could look for counsel 

,vith any hope of obtaining in1partial advice. 

But a gracious Providence relieved Ille. On 
my ,vay to the city, I found on board the boat 

that man of God, ,y hose praise ,vas in all the 

churches, the late Rev. DR. NEVINS, of Balti­

more. He 'was to spend a day here ,vith his 

friends. It occurred to me that he ,vould be 

an unprejudiced judge; and I ,vas sure he 

,vould appreciate the difficulties of my situa­

tion. I ,vent to him as I ,vonId go to an 
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elder brother, and opened to him my bur­
dened heart. He entered in to the matter 
,yith a genial synlpathy, and counselled me 

t~ go for,vard. This ,vas enough. I conferred 
no more with flesh and blood; and the tie 

,vas formed which, by God's lnercy, has now 

bound me to you for a quarter of a century. 
I say, 'has bound me to yo'n.' In one 

sense, this language is sufficiently accurate; 

for churches retain their identity, ,y hatever 
changes may occur among the individuals 

,vho compose them. But it is one of the 

affecting experiences of this day, that I should 

find myself surrounded by a congregation 
radically different froln the one ,vhich re­

ceived me on that lnelnorn·ble evening. No 

one can be a,Yare, except by giving special 
attention to the' subject, how constant and 
potential is this la,v of change ,vhich controls 
the destiny of congregations in large cities. 
It escapes observation, partly because the pro­
cess is silent and gradual, and partly because 

there are ordinarily no social bonds like those 

,vhich clasp the members of a rural church 
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together, and rnake the femO\ al of a farnily 

an incident to be kno\rn and talked of tr.rough 

the little conlOlunity. In our country; (;Spe­

cially, these mutations go on \vith a certainty 

and rapidity \\"hich mU'it be unkno\vn in most 

other lands. X ations are like rnen: in their 

childhood, fonu of change; in their old age, 

CO\"etous of repose. .::\.. youthful nation Ii:e 

ours cannot be at rest. Xever contf~nt \\ ith 

the present1 its eyes are roving abroad to ~ee 

ho\'y' it may better its condition. ...>\.nd with 

our vast terri tory; and tl1e coun tles3 a ven ue~ 

open to political am hi tion, to mechanical In­

genuity; to commercial enterprise, and to 

luxurious self-indulgence, the inaucemen t:3 and 

facilities for indulging this propen.sity, are too 

inyiting to be re~i~ted. Add to this, the in­

fluence of taste and preference, of lnisfortune 

and affliction, and of the numerous subordi­

nate agencies \\-hich inhere in the social com­

pact and shape its growth; and ",e shall have 

an adequate explanation of the Chfc.nges per­

petually in progress in our congregations. 

I came in 1833, as just stated, to a church 
3 
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of t\yO hundred and ninety-t\vO mel11bers. Of 

these there are but thirty-seven remaining. 

All the Elders ,vho constituted the Session, 

and their three associates in founding the 

church, are dead. Of the families I found 

here, there are but t\VO \vhich death has not 

entered, and only six in ,vhich one or both of 

the heads have not been renloved. In so far 

as can be ascertained, one hundred and fifty­

eight persons in the C0111111Union of the church, 

have died ,vi thin the period specified. The 
.... 
1111111ber of deaths in the congregation since 

Jan. 1, 1841 (there is no record bey?nd that), 

has been, of children, sixty-eight, ad ults, one 

hundred and ninety-five; total, t\VO hundred 

and sixty-three-an average annual mortality 

of fifteen. 

The number of additions to the church dur­

ing this quarter century, has been one thou­

sand and sixty-eight; to ,vit: four hundred 

and ninety-three by certificate, and five hun­

dred and seventy-five by examination-an 

average accession of eleven (nearly) at each 

of our one hundred cOlnnlunions. The pre-
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sent nUlnber of communicants in actual at~ 

tendallce is about four hundred and fifty.* 

The largest additions by ex~tlnination, have 

been, in their chronological order, as follo,vs: 

In ,March 1835, · t,,~enty-three; March 1838, 

thirty-four; March 1840, tw"enty-eight; March 

1841, seventeen; l\'1arch 1843, thirty-one; 

J nne 1852, sixteen; l\larch 1855, fourteen; 

June 1858, forty-one. At several of these 

periods, the Spirit of God has been rnanifestly 

present in the congregation, ,vith unusual 

po\ver. His sacred influences have conle 

do\vn, not as in the fire and the earthquake, 

but 'like rain upon the InO\Vn grass, as 

sho\vers that ,vater the earth.' The souls of 

his people have been refreshed, and sinners 

have been converted froln the error of their 

'vays. These visitations of the Divine lnercy, 

* On a careful examination of the church-books, I find that 

by some oversight, the number of communicants reported has 

been too high for several years-some being counted in the 

returns who have left the city, although their names remain 

upon our Register. I think it just to make full allowance for 

these, and therefore put down the present number of members 

in actual attendance at four hundred and fifty. 
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as ,viII appear by the statistics just recited, 

have, ahnost ,yithout exception, occurred in 

the ,vinter or spring of the year. The pro­

vidence and the grace of God ,york in har­

nlony. And the result just indicated can 

surprise no one who is falniliar 'with the social 

and cOl1lmercial life of a great city, and accus­

tonled to trace ou t the religious tendencies of 

the annual dispersion of the inhabitants in 

the ,varIn season. 

But ,vhile lve are grateful for these tirnes of 

refreshing ,vith ,vhich it has pleased God to 

brighten our path, let us not overlook the iln­

portant fact, that the church has gro,vn rather 

by steady, gradual accretion than by revivals 

of religion. This unquestionably is the esta­

blished plan of the Divine governn1ent. He 

has his set tinles to favor Zion; and glorious 

tinles they are. 'Ve should never gi ve over 

praying for thern, until he has established and 

made J erusalen1 a joy in the earth. But ,ve 

have no Scripture ,varrant for placing our chief 

dependence upon revivals. The church has 

been mainly perpetuated by Ineans of faithfnl 
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parental instruction, and through the stated 

Ininistrations of the sanctuary. 'Vhere these 

t\VO agencies are tluly employed, and sustained 

by the fervent and habitual prayers of God's 

people, the work of conversion \viII be al\vays 

gOIng on. And it is this constant, healthy 

gro\vth \vhich every church should desire, and 

to \vhich every Christian is bound to lend his 

influence. 

The ordinance of Baptism has been admin­

istered by the Pastor, to five hundred and 

ninety-eight children and one hundred and 

five adults-in all, seven hundred and three 

persons. He has solemnized the rite of mar­

riage t\VO hundred and t\venty-t\VO times. 

His vi!:lits have been from three hundred to 

five hundred annually-an aggregate, say, of 

ten thousand during his ministry. 

I have no data within Iny reach, \vhich 

\vould enable Ine to present even an outline 

history of our Sunday Schools. But I think I 

arn quite within bounds \vhen I express the 

belief, that some eight thons'and children mnst, 
3* 



26 (JUClttet- Century D /scoui'se. 

,yithin the last tw'enty-five years, have been 

brought under religious instruction, in the 

various schools connected ,vi th this congrega­

tion. Besides the parent-school, the Rabbath 
School of a declining church in South,vark, 

'vas, many years since, resuscitated by the la­

bors of some of our members. A corps of faith­

ful teachers froin here sustained, for a term of 

years, a flourishing Rchool in the North West­

ern part of the city, ,vhich was relinquished 

onry because it ,vas found impossible to pro­

cure a han in ,vhich it could be continued. 

The first Night-school in our city for the gra­

tuitous instruction of young men, ,vas estab­

lished, it is believed, by a fe\y gentlemen of 

our congregation. This laudable exall1ple 

'vas, after a ,vhile, follo\ved by our municipal 

authorities. Night-schools ,Yere, ,vith great 

advantage to the city, engrafted upon our 

public school system, and have since been in­
troduced into Boston and other cities. And, 

to close this series, you have for sixteen years 

sustained that admirable Sunday School in 

Moyan1cnsing, ,yhich has, \vithin the last 
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111onth, expanded into a church, and received 

h ere, ,vi thin these ,YalIs, its first Pastor. * 
Noone luay presume to trace the vast and 

intricate results ,vhich lllust flo\v froln these 
various efforts. . It is Inatter of record, that 

.... 
they have already, by God's blessing, brought 
many souls to Christ; and that they have 

exerted n. wholesonle influence upon some 

thousands of others. But there is a different 

aspect in ,vhich the present occasion brings 

them before us. They indicate the character 

of the church. They sho\y that, on some 

linli ted scale at least, Christian acti vi ty has 
been the la,v of our household. I dare not 

say that this has been the paramount la,Y \vith 

us :-,vould that it had been. But I may and 

do assert, that ,vhile as a church we have been 

very slothful and lukelvarn1, there has al,vays 

been a leaven here of the right kind-a body 

of faithful disciples, of both 8exes, ,vho have 

never forgotten our Saviour's ,Yords, 'Ye are 

* The Rev. 'Villard M. Rice was ordained to the ministry and 

installed as Pastor of the "J\IOYA~1ENSJXG PRESBYTERIAN CnURCII," 

on Monday, Oct. IS, 18!)3. 
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the light of the ,vorld;' 'Ye are the salt of 

the earth;' 'It is better to give than it is to 
receive.' They have not been content, like 
the arid desert, to drink in the rain and the 
sunshine of heaven, and make no return. Re­
freshed ,vith the bread of heaven and animated 

by the love of Christ, they have gone forth in 

quest of the needy and perishing, and gathered 

them into schools, and taught them the words 
of eternal life. In this ,vork of benevolence, 

they have not only conlmunicated, but re­

ceived, benefit. The n1easure which, in their 
noble philanthropy, they Ineted out to others, 

has been returned sevenfold in to their O'VI1 

bos0111s. It has kept. alive the fervor of their 

piety, and made them an example to the rest 

of us; and, so, they have brought back from 
their rude mission-fields, sheaves of blessing 

vvhich have relieved' our penury and helped 
us in our ,varfare. Had they nothing to sho,v 

for their exertions outside these ,valls, this 

church has profited by their labors beyond the 
power of common language to express. And 

the lesson ,vhich a Pastor must long, in such 
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circumstances, to impress upon everyone of 

his people, is that falniliar but too often neg­

lected one, 'Go, thou, and do like,vise.' 

It is not essential that I should speak in 

detail of ,vhat the church has done for the 

cause of Christian benevolence. The pecu­

niary resources of the congregation have va­

ried at different times, as the disposition cer­

tainly has, to devise liberal things for the 

spread of the Gospel. I may be allo,ved to 

specify t\VO instances (the erection of a ne,v 

church ,yill be noticed by and by), in which 

your liberality displayed itself in a sOlne,vhat 

pre-eminent way. The first of these ,vas at 
the semi-centenary commemoration of 1839. 

Our church then celebrated the Fiftieth Anni­

versary of the organization of the General 

Asselnbly; and the funds collected on that 

occasion as a thank-offering to God, ,vere ap­
plied to the endo,vment of the Board of Publi­

cation. Your share in that thank-offering, 

amounted to nearly eight thousand dollars; 

the largest sum contributed by any church in 

our connection. Again, ,,,hen it became neces-
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sary In 1845 to complete the endo,vment of 

the Prine-eton Theological Seminary-a ,vork 

achieved by the able and disinterested exer­
tions of Iny tried friend of l110re than thirty 
years, ,vho is providentially ,vith me to-day:~­

you attested your attachment to that revered 

school of the prophets, and your love for the 

doctrines inculcated there, by a pr0111pt and ... 

generous offering of between six and seven 

thousand dollars, exceeding that of any ch urch 

except one in our body. It is grateful to re­

cord facts like these. But candor may de111and 

a further staten1ent. vVe do not always re­

spond in this ,vay even to the nl0st meritori­

ous appeals. ~lany ,vho \vere once ens[u11ples 

to the congregation in this respect, have been 

taken from us by death or otherwise. It is 
incumbent upon those who have come in to 

occupy their places, to see that the standard 

of liberality al110ngst us be not lowered. It 
is a Divine aphorisln, 'lIe that hath pity upon 

the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and that 

'v hich he hath given \vill lIe pay him again.' 

* The Rev. CORTLANDT V AX RENSSELAER, D. D. 
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It is a ren1arkable expression, he 'lendeth ~lnto 

the LOTd.' It ,vill be ,veIl for us to inquire 

into its meaning no\v; and to ponder also 

those ,vonderful ,vords, 'Inasmuch as ye have 

done it unto one of the least of these 111y 

brethren, ye have done it unto me.' Let 

these truths be once enshrined in our hearts, 

and there need be no further solicitude about 

the tone of Christian liberality here. 

There is one other department of labor, 

,vhich it ,vould be inexcusable to pass over, 

even in this hasty retrospect, I 111ean the 

'Dorcas Society' of the congregation. The 

idea associated ,vith this ancient and honored 

nan1e, is sirnply that of providing clothing for 
a certain number of poor ,vornen and childre_n. 

Y 0':11' benevolence has taken a ,vider s'veep. 

After clothing all the needy at our doors, you 

devote the "'inter's cheerful industry to the 

families of our faithful and often suffering 

missionaries at the West: and ,vith ,vhat sig­

nal, and I lTIay add, unrivalled energy, you 

prosecute this good ,York, may be seen by the 

following statistics. Since the orIgIn of the 
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Society in 1836, you have provided for desti­

tute children and falnilies at home, ten thou­

sand three hundred garluents. The Society 

comluenced ,yorking for the missionaries, in 

1844. 'Vithin these fifteen years, you have 
sent to these n1en of God and their fUluilies, 

eighty-nine large boxes, containing about six­

teen thousand articles of clothing.* The 

eBtimated val ne of these boxes for the last 

four years, ,vas six thousand dollars. The 

total nU1l1ber of garments prepared for both 

classes of objects, from the beginning, is 

up\vards of t\venty-slx thousand. I kno\v 
you ,vill say, 'Give God the glory.' I do 

give Him the glory. But I also' glorify God 

in yon.' I cannot repress the pride and 

pleasure '" hich I feel, in recalling the munifi­
cent fruits of this enlightened and efficient 

labor on the part of the ladies of my congre­
gation. I aln ready to say, 'Many daugh ters 

have done virtuously, but thou excellest thern 

all !' Certainly if the same adnlirable systeln 

* Of this quantity, one-half, i. e., eight thousand pieces, have 

been sent within the last five years. 
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'" hich you pursue, ,vere adopted in any COll­

siderable n unl bel" of the congregations of onr 

to,vns and cities, not only ,vould every mis­

sion-falnily in our dOlllestic field have its 

,vants anlply supplied, but ne,v bonds or syln­

pathy and prayer ,vould link them to the 

church at large, and greatly augment their 

capacities for doing good. 

Allusion has been made to our colonies. 

The obligation resting upon congregations 

,vhich God has been pleased to prosper, to ex­

tend t.he IneallS of grace to the destitute 

around thenl, and, ,vhenever practicable, to 

establish ne,v churches, "Tould seem to be too 

obvious to require argunlent. It is, no doubt, 

very pleasant for a people 'v ho have a Pastor 

to their liking, to sit dO\Vll and enjoy his min­

istrations ,vithout concerning thelllseives, ex­

cept by an occasional contribution, about the 

,vants of their destitute neighbors. But this 

is not 'the Inind 'v hich was in Christ.' Real 

Christianity is, like leaven, essentially active, 

diffusive, and assilnilating. And, if needful, 

it ,vill nlake sacrifices sooner than forego the 
4 
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duty and pleasure of sharing its good things 

,vith others. It ,vas observed a mon1ent or 

t,vo ago, that there had al,vays been some­

thing of this spirit here. For myself, I lllay 

say, it had been for many years my anxious 
,vish that the church should colonize. In the 

,vinter of 1846-7, I devoted a good deal of' 

time and att-en tion to a plan for establishing a 

church on Logan Square. In connection ,,,ith 

t,vo or three gentlerrien of Illy church, ,vho 

entered heartily into the sehenIe, I explored 

that part of the city. We selected a lot of 

ground Illost advantageously situated. Seve­

ral conferences \vere held at n1y house and 

else,vhere; and, in the end, the plan failed 

only because it ,vas not met in a spirit of cor­

responding liberality by parties residing in 

that vicinity, and ,vho ,vould have been per­

sonally benefited by the enterprise~ Thus 

Logan Square ,vas lost to us. But the 1~dea 

,vas not abandoned. 

On the evening of the 20th of January, 

1852, a considerable n urn bel" of gen tle111en be­

longing to the congregation, 111et by invitation 
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at my house, to consider the subject of 'erect­

ing a ne\v church ,vest of Broad Street.' At 

this conference, it ,vas urged, that our church 

had been overflo\ving for several years; that 

a ne,v church of our order was imperatively 

needed in the city; that ,yithout such a 

ch urch ,ve could not main tain our proper re­

lative position anlong the evangelical denolni­

nations of the city, nor should ,ve be doing our 

part to,vards supplying the spiritual ",~ants of 

the cOIDlnunity; that the signal harmony and 

prosperity we had enjoyed, delnanded this re­

turn at our hands, as a token of our gratitude 

to the Giver of all good; and that there ,,"as 

every reason to believe that a strong colony 

from our o\vn congregation, uniting ,yith other 

fanlilies in the neighborhood ,vhich might be 

selected, could, by the favor of Providence, 

accomplish the desired end, ,vithout detrinlent 

to existing churches, und ,vith large advan­

tage to the general interests of religion. I 
need not rehearse the sequel. The WEST 

SPRUCE STREET CHURCH ,vas erected; and the 

church itself ,vas organized on the 3d of April, 
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lS5G. Great praise is clue to the colony of 

thirty-four communicants and their associates, 

'v hich ,vent out froln us on that occasion, and 

especially to those noble-minded Christian men 

by ,vhose liberality and zeal this \vork ,vas ac­

complished. The hundred thousand dollars 

they have' lent to the Lord,' will come back 

to them and their children ,vith large interest. 
u 

It is ,vritten in the bond, 'that ,vhich he hath 

gi ven, ,viII He pay him n,gain.' And heaven 

anel earth shall pass away, before this pledge 

can fail. 

Our second colony, that of October 11th, 

has but just left us. They have gone to a dif­

ferent field, but on an errand consecrated by 

the Saviour's o\vn exan1ple-to preach the 

Gospel to the poor. Difficulties they expect 

to encounter, but they are not intilnidated. 

'l'hey go, as they believe, at the Master's call; 

and this is all the warrant they demand. 

They have I-lis prolnise, 'fear not, for I am 

,vith thee; be not dislnayed, for I anl thy God.' 

Putting their trust here, they expect to suc-
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ceed. And I believe, by God's blessing, they 
,yin succeed. 

You have been instrlllnental, then, in found­

ing t\yO ne,Y churches. Of the manifold means 

and lnethods for doing good, none can exceed 

this. For an evangelical church is God's o\vn 

institution. It is permanent. It comprehends 

all other elements and appliances for promot­

ing Christianity. It is a sun ,vhich radiates 

light and life in every direction; a fountain 
,y hose living ,vaters will fio,v on forever. 

You have done a good work in sending these 
t\VO half-tribes over Jordan. Never forget 

that they are still part of the household, and 

as such, claim an interest in your synlpathies 

and prayers. 

As a general rule, no church can be consi­

dered as fulfilling its design, "\vhich is not en­

deavoring to furnish some candidates for the 

sacred ministry. The neglect of this duty on 

the part of Christian parents, has been one of 

the prominent sins of the church for the last 

score or t\VO of years. A better day seems 

no\v to be da\vning. A throng of young lllell 
4* 



38 Quarter- Century Discourse. 

have suddenly come for,varc1, ,vith the humble, 

grateful cry upon their lips, 'Lord, here anl I : 
send TIle.' May it prove the harbinger of a 

ne,Y and blessed era for the church. 

It is pleasant to kno\v, that our o,Yn church 

has not been entirely remiss In this Inatter. 

'Vi thin the period embraced in this revie,v, 

there have been fourteen young Illen con­

nected ,vith the congregation, ,vho have de­

voted theulselves to the Ininistry. Of these, 

three canle to us, having this object already 

III Vle,Y. Three ,yho Inade their profession 

of religion here, relinquished, perhaps I might 

say, brillian t prospects at the Bar, as several 

gave up other pursuits, in order to becoll1e 

arnbassadors for Christ. T,vo, ,vho spent 

a considerable tinle ,vi th us-one of them 

brought hither as a student of luedicine, by 

a good Providence, that he might find a Sa­

viour and serve him in the Iuinistry of re­

conciliation-arc held in high esteelll by the 

Church as learned and laborious foreign Illis­

sionaries; to \vhose n~lInes, it ,vere ungrateful 

not to add that of an intell igcn t and lovely 
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Christian \vornan, of our communion, the wife 

of one of our leading lnissionaries in China. 

This band of ministers are preaching the Gos­

pel with ability and fidelity, SOlne of thenl in 

situations of great influence and responsibility. 

To a Pastor's heart, fe\v things could be lllore 

cOlnforting than the reflection, that God may 

have employed his feeble and unworthy 

agency in raising up one and another to hold 

forth the \vord of life to the perishing, after 

his o\vn lips shall have been sealed in death. 

God grant that our church Inay abound, as it 

ough t to do, more and 11101'e in this so needful 

,York. And nlay his choicest blessing rest 

upon those beloved brethren \vho have go'ne 

forth from us to preach the unsearchable 

riches of Christ. 

'May they that Jesus whom they preach, 

Their own Redeemer see; 

And watch THOU daily o'er their souls, 

That they may watch for Tl1EE!' 

I have stated, that irnnlediately on arriving 

in this city, I found myself in the presence of 

that great controversy, ,vhich resulted five 



40 Quarter -Century Discou?'se. 

years after,vards (1838) in a division of our 

Ch urch. The theological q llestions involved 

in this controversy, had agitated the country 

for several years. All N e,v England was con­

vulsed ,vith disputations about the 'Ne"\v 

Haven divinity.' And as that theology had 
crossed the border and intruded into our 

household, alarlu and apprehension followed 

in its train. It ,vas not, as many alleged, a 

nlere ,var of ,vords. It took hold upon the 

cen tral truths of the Gospel, such e. g. as 

original sin, the atonement, regeneration, and 

justification, together ,vi th the 'v hole su bj ect 

of moral agency and hU111an accountability. 

Sentitnents ,vere propounded on these funda­

mental topics, ,vhich contravened the plain 

teachings of the Scriptures, and which no dia­

lectic skill could reconcile ,vi th the Confession 

and Catechis111s of the Presbyterian Church. 

It Inust not be supposed, ho,vever, that all 

,vho arrayed themselves on the side of the 

'Neu) School,' espoused these errors. 'Vhen 
the lines came to be dra,vn, nlany ,vere car ... 

ried to that side by local and personal con-
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sideratiol1s, 'v ho had no sylnpathy ,vith the 

'New Divinity;' as others ,Yere, ,vho adopted 

it only in some very q llalified form. But un­

questionably it ,,"as a contest which involved 

both the purity of our faith, and the integrity. 

of our ecclesiastical polity. T,vo incompatible 

systelns of doctrine, and t,yO no less irrecon­

cilable theories of eCGlesiastical authority and 

policy, ,vere struggling for the mastery. For 

five years the issue renHtined doubtful. The 

opposing parties marshalled their forces annu­

ally at the General Assembly; and \vith vary­

ing fortunes. ~iajorities vibrated. In place 

of the harlTIonious and delightful proceedings 

'Y hich no,Y l11ark the yearly convocation of our 

Suprelne Judicatory, it ,vas then an arena for 

fierce debate and parlia111entary managelTIent. 

The giants of the church ,vere there; and 

they ,vere not men to play \vith foils. 

Interpreting the facts by the light of subse­

quent history, the cOlnposition of the t,yO 

parties, vie\ved in the aggregate, is equally 

palpable and significant. Allo,ving for nU111e­

rous individual exceptions, it was virtually a 
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contest bet\veen Presbyterianis111 and Congre­
gationalism; or certainly bety~Teen those ,vhose 

training had rnac1e then1 decided and earnest 

Presbyterians, and others ,vho had adopted 

onr standards in a loose and general \vay-' for 

substance of doctrine.' Adhering in her ma­

turity, to a policy adopted in her youth 

sinlply for lnissionary purposes, our church 

had kept open the door into her ministry so 

,vide and for so long a tinle, that sonle hun­

dreds of her pulpits \vere filled by lllen \vho, 

ho\vever exem plary in other respects, had no 

paramount attacbnlent either to her faith or 

her government. It ,vas in keeping ,vith this 

character, that they should steadfastly resist 

all efforts of the eh urch to foster her o\vn 

benevolent institutions, as distinguished fron1 

voluntary societies. The Presbyterian theory 

'vas, that the Church should have her o,vn 

Boards of Missions and Ed ucation; Boards of 

her O\Vll creation, and responsible to herself; 

that she nlight superintend the training of 

her ministers and direct her 11lissionary ope­

rations at home and abroad. The counter 
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vie\v \vas, that all these interests ought to be 

cond ucted by existing Societies of a lnixed 

nature, partly Presbyterian and partly Con­

gregational, \vhich, having no ecclesiastical 

character, \vere in a great degree independent 

of ecclesiastical control. This question and 

that of doctrine, constituted the t\VO cardinal 

issues on \vhich the contest \vas \vaged. It i8 

gratifying to kno,v that after t\venty years 

further experience, our brethren of the other 

branch of the Church have adlnitted their 

error. Their General Assenlbly has found it 

indispensable to self-preservation, to establish 

COIDlnittees for conducting the ,vork of Edu­

cation and of ~1issions, on the identical prin­

-ciple of our Boards. 

These facts involve no disparagement of 

Congregationalislll as such. Nor is it de­

signed to intimate, by this historical revievv, 

that Congregationalists ought not to be \"el­

corned to our churches. Some of Ollr ablest 

and best Pastors have COIne to us from that 

body. 'Ve have in our cOlnmunion, thousands 

of faithful Christians reared in Congregational 



44: Quatter- Century Dt"scOIltSe. 

ch urches. I ,vish ,ve nligh t have tens of 

thousands 1110re. And I ,vould fain hope that 

the friendly relations subsisting bet,veen lnost 

of the Congregational bodies in N e,v England, 

and ourselves, Inight be perpetuated. But 

,,,hen it COll1es to introducing men into the 

nlinistry of our church \y 110 have no special 

affection either for our dOctrines or our order, 

the case is ,videly altered. Snch an anlalga­

ll1ution is inexpedien t for all concerned; and 

at the period of ,vhich ,ve are speaking, it 

brought onr beloved church to the brink of a 

precIpIce. A nlerciful Providence interposed 

and rescued it. The division 'v hich ensued, 

,vas follo\ved by a la'v-suit. For three lveeks 

the church stood at 'Cmsar's bar, ,vhile the 

lTIOmentous issue was pending, ,vhether she 

,vas responsible to the civil po,ver for ecclesi­

astical acts clone by her o\vn proper tribunals 

and \vithin the scope of her O\VI1 charters. A 

'mOlTIentous issue,' I style it; because" it ,vas 

a blow struck at the root of the great prin .. 

ciple of our institutions, viz., that spiritual 

concerns are not to be interfered ,vith by the 
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ci viI po,,'er."* It ,vas not our church only 

,vhich ,vas on trial, but every church in this 

Common,vealth. And had the verdict of the 

juryt been finally sustained, there ,vould have 

been an end to religious liberty in Pennsy I va-

11la. But the Judiciary nobly vindicated the 

righ ts of conscience. After a brief six "reeks, 

the verdict ,vas set aside;t and the ,vhole 

case adj udicated on the broad principles of 

the Constitution under ,vhich it is our happi­

lless to live. 

I-Io,v signally that decision has been ratified 

by a beneficent Providence, in the unparal­

leled prosperity of our church from the day 

the case ,vas settled until no\v, it needs but a 

glance at our present condition to perceiYe. 

But I Inust not venture upon that field no\v. 

I .. et TIle return to our O'V11 history. 

I had been no indifferent observer of the 

rising contest, during nly Selninary-life. The 
, New Di vinity' ,vas my special study. For 

5 

* The late HON. JOliN SERGEANT. 

t l\Iarch 26, 1839. 

t May 8, 1838. 
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some years I had listened to the preaching of 

its t\VO great expounders. One of thenl had 

invited llle to beconle his theological pupil. 

I esteenled and honored theln both. There 

,vere strong personal considerations to bias 

Ine in favor of the systein. But ,vben I caIne 

to examine it by the la,v and the testimony, 

I sa\v plainly that it ,yas less a theology than 

a philosophy-an elaborate \yeb spun of earth­

born nletaphysics, not a glorious systern of 

f[Lith deduced from the incorruptible ,vord, 

and sui ted to the necessities of a race of 

SInners. This conviction, the fruit of long 

and patient investigation, ,vas impressed npon 

my mind ,,,hen I caIne here. But neither 

nly age nor Illy CirCU111stances ,yould have 

justified Ine in taking an early and conspicuous 

part, as I ,vas urged to do, in the existing 

controversy. l\Iy church, ns already Inen­

tioned, had been transferred to the ne,v Pres- ' 

bytery. Its influential menlbers ,vere divided 

among thenlsel yes on the pending ecclesiastical 

questions. I ,vas the friend of all; they ,yere 

all Illy friends. They \vere content to hear 
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the Gospel from my lips; and it ,vas one of 

the earliest of nly pulpit-offices Hl110ng thenl, 

to preach an extended series of carefully 'vrit­

ten sermons on the doctrines of the atonenlen t 

and regeneration, one design of ,vhich ,vas to 

discuss the erroneous sentilnents then prevail­

ing on those s·ubjects. Had I gone further, 

und nlade 111,Yself a partisan, or prelnaturely 

proposed a change in the ecclesiastical rela­

tions of the church, the congregation Inust 

have been rent in t,vain. As it 'vas, ,ye re­

mained ,vhere ,ve ,,'ere until the Second Pres­

bytery'vas dissolved by the General Asselnbly 

(1837) and then, church and pastor applied to, 
and ,yere received by, the Presbytery of Phila­

delphia. At the meeting of the church held 

to decide upon this matter, there ,vere some 

votes against the change; and a fe,v excellent 

and useful ITIen ,vithdre\v their certificates and 

united ,vith other churches. But neither then, 

nor at any other time, ,vere the harlTIOny and 

tranquillity of the congregation seriously dis­

turbed. 'Vhen it is renlembered, that our city 
,vas the theatre ,vhere the t,yO grent parties 
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had their annual conflict, and that \ve \vere 

living in an atnl0sphere surcharged with the 

elenlents of strife, this result can be referred 

only to the special goodness of God to\vards us. 

It deserves this day our tribute of gratitude. 

If it be asked, \vhy I have introduced this 

sketch into nly discourse, I ans\ver, because it 

is the most ilnportant ecclesiastical transaction 

\vhich has occurred here during lily ministry; 

and it conld not have been passed over \vith 

any propriety. I have no desire to re-open 

the questions then settled; still less, to revi ve 

any personal antipathies or prejudices. I do 

not kllO\V of a single minister in onr Presby­

tery, \"ho cherishes the slightest feeling of 

unkindness to\vards his brethren in the other 

branch of the church. I never hear theln 

mentionec1 except in te1"l11S of respect and 

courtesy, and \yith satisfaction at the success 

\vith \vhich God lllay be cro\vning their labors. 

The controversy is hardly ever alluded to in 

our clerical intercourse. It belongs 110\V to 

history; and there \ve are content to leave it. 

The land is broad enough for the t\VO eh urches 
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to pursue their respective plans ,vithout col­

lision or jealousy. And the only rivalry be­

t,veen theln should be, ,vhich shall do most 

for the salvation of Inen, and the glory of 

their comlllon Redeeluer. 

One controversy suggests another. This 

also belongs to- the record of the past quarter 

century; and as Providence ,vas pleased to 

assign rne sorne very hunlble part in it, I may 

be allo,ved briefly to speak of it. 

I fear no challenge, ,vhen I clahn it as one 

of the honorable characteristics of the Presby­

terian Church, that ho,vever aggressive it may 

be in its demonstrations against ,vorldliness 

and sin, and against false religions of ,vhat­

ever name or creed, its spirit is eminently 

peaceful and fraternal towards all evangelical 

denominations. It is' no part of the ordinary 

routine of our Pastors to preach against or 

[tbout other churches. Their peculiarities are 

rarely luentioned, unless it be in a didactic 

form, by ,vay of explaining some doctrine or 

rite of our o,vn. Our readiness in co-operat­

ing ,vith them for objects of COmlTIOn interest, 
5* 
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luay be seen of all men. And ,ve cordially 
bid thelu God-speed, in all legitiluute and 

scri ptural efforts to pr01110te the cause of 

Christ. 

But if ,ve are slo,v to attack, ,ve kno,v 

how to defend. D\velling among our o,vn 

people, and begirt ,vith 111unitions of rocks 

reared by no lllortal hand, ,ve cannot allo,v 

our peaceful heritage to be inyaded, ,vith .. 

out resenting and resisting it. It ,vas so in­

vaded at the period to ,vhich I refer-some 

fifteen or sixteen years ago. The Oxfurd­

Tract movelllent vivified the dormant elelllents 

of ecclesiastical pride and in tolerance in the 

Ch urch of England; and the con troversy th us 

originated, soon enlbroiled the Protestant de­

nOlllinations generally in Great Britain and 

..America. The pretensions put forth by the 

sponsors of this movement, ,vere lllonstrous. 

They reached to the extrellle of parcelling off 

the entire Christian Church, among the Epis­
copal, the Papal, and the corrupt Oriental 

Hierarchies. Outside of these lilnits, there 

,vaR no church, 110 Ininistry, no valid orcli-
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nances. The ministers of other denomina­

tions "\vere unauthorized intruders into the 

sacred office, and their chnrches were schis­

matical organizations. 

These sentin1ents ,vere not breathed in a 

corner. They ,vere proclaimed froIn the 

pulpit. They 1vere sent forth from the press 

in every imaginable fornl, froIn the stately 

and learned octavo to the sentimental novel. 

They ,vere scattered broadcast over the land. 

'Vith proselyting officiousness, they ,vere 

thrust, in private life, upon the men1bers of 

other churches, ,vho, not unfrequently, caIne 

to their pastors in perplexity of Inind, as 

Inembers of my ch urch did to me, to seek 

counsel and instruction. 

No alternative was left us. Ho"Tever 

averse to controversy, it ,vas the n10st ob­

vious of all duties, to repel these attacks, and 

protect our people in the enjoyment of thei r 

heredi tary rights and franchises. The O'l'ound b 

which ,ve stood upon, ,ve occupied in COInn10n 

,vith nearly all the churches of the Refonna­

tiona Inoeed_ at the Reforlnation, every Pl'O-
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testant church rejected the }ure d£uino doctrine 

of Prelacy; the English Church adopted that 

poli ty on grounds very differen t froln those 

assunled by so Hlany of its clergy in later 

times. To this day, Diocesan Episcopacy 

probably does not embrace among its sup· 

porters onej{fteenth part of the population of 

Protestant Christendom. That any portion 
of the Church should prefer and adopt it, as 

the lTIOst expedient and suitable systeln for 

thenlselves, is all well. No one ,vill conlplain 

of this. We, certainly, ,vho are of the great 

family of the Reformed Churches, can have 

no quarrel with them for building their ,valls 

on a pattern different fronl ours. Nor do \ve 

readily see \vhy they should have any quarrel 

,vith us. 'Ve believe that their covenant God 

aud ours is the salne; that the same Re­

deelDer died for us; that the same Divine 

Spirit d,vells in both Churches; and that ,ve 

are all travelling to the saIne heaven. 'Ve 

see in their cOIDmunion 11lany of God's dear 

children I 'W hose piety and zeal ,voulc1 be an 

ornament to any church. -'Ve honor their 
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church for all that God has done through its 
u 

instrun1entality in behalf of the COlTIlTIOn sal­

vation. "r e kno,y no reason 'vhy there should 

not be perpetual amity and fello\ysbip bet\veen 

us. And this, we are persuaded, is the senti­

ment of gro,ving l1ulubers in their o,,"'n ranks, 

\V ho revolt at the idea of their tribe, one of 

the least of the thousands of Judah, severing 

itself fronl the communion of the great body 

of God's Israel. 

But, unhappily, at the period just indicated, 

an arrogant and denunciatory spirit ran riot 

for a tilne through their body; and as it pro­

scri bed all other Churches, a general conflict 

,vas unavoidable. In COlTImOn \vith other 

Pastors in our Church, I felt it my duty to 

deliver and publish a course of Lectures, ex­

posing the unscriptural nature of these pre­

tensions, and ,varning you aga.inst the devices 

elnployed to sednce you from your ancient 

faith. 'Vith the final results of the contest 

\ve are content. 

This controversy, also, has no"r passed into 

the province of the historian. Let us hope 
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that a fresh baptislll of the Spirit may avert 

sinlilar calanlitie8, and dra,v closer than ever 

the bonds ,vhich should unite all, of ,vhatever 

name, ,vho love the Lord Jesus Christ. It 

,vill be tilne enough for the Churches to ,val" 

,vith each other, ,vhen they can find no ITIOre 

enelnies of their COHlnlon :Thfaster to turn their 

firms against. 

I canle to you, as I have related, direct 

froIn the Senlinary. That t\venty-five years 

should have passed, since that even tful even­

ing, sounds to 111e like a fable or a dream. It 

is only 'v hen I cast nly eyes around 111e, that 

I can realize it. An unusual thing it is-too 

un usual-for a Pastor to spend a quarter 

of a century ,vith the sanle congregation. In 
Illy o'vn case, it is the more remarkable be­

cause of the precarious health ,vhich has so 

often interrupted l1ly labors. The foundation 

of this ,vas laid in a severe attack of sickness 

contracted on a necessary visit to the North, 

only t\VO ,veeks after Iny installation. It has 

repeatedly led to a suspension of llly minis­

trations for several ,veeks or nlonths together; 
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and in 1847, uncleI' ilnperative medical advice, 

I ,vas obliged to spend a year in Europe. I 
felt that it ,vas clue to Iny congregation, be­

fore going abroad, to place nly resignation in 

their hands. I can never forget the kindness 

,vith ,vhich you returned it to me, and the 

generous Rynlpathy you expressed in nly trial. 

If I should say, that various opportunit:es 

of a different kind, have been thro,vn in my 

,vay for ternlinating this relation, I should 

only relate a conlnlon experience among Pas­

tors. Fe\v nlen, I suppose, spend t'venty­

fi ve years in the ministry, ,vithout being lllore 

or less approached "Tith invitations to change 

their place of residence. Am ong the sugges­

tions of this sort 'v hich have reached me, 

there have been some of a very attractive 
character; and one~:! ,vhich caIne to me so 

clothed "vith the authority of the Church, and 

so enforced by private solicitation, that the 

* The appointment of the author by the General Assembly 

of 1853, to the chair of Pastoral Theology in the Theological 

Seminary· at Princeton, vacated by the death of the Rev. Dr. 

Alexander. 
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disposition of it becalne the rnost perplexing 

and painful question I have ever had to deal 

\yith. The occasion is too recent to require 

that I should do lllore than advert to it in 

this passing \vay. r~et it suffice to state, that 

your o\vn earnest and affectionate rernon­

strances, seconded by a formal appeal on the 

part of the leading lllelll bel'S of the Bar, the 

S~hools of l\ledicine, the 111e11 of science, and 

the chief Inerchants of our city (the nlost re­

markable incident, so I regard it, of Illy ,vhole 

public life), forbade me to leave you. I have 

seen no cause to regret Illy decision. I Inay not 

speak \vith confidence about my charge here; 

but, in all frankness, I believe that the result 

has been highly advantageous to the Princeton 

Seminary, and to our Church at large. 

There are some considerations pertaining to 

the responsibilities and duties of a pastorate 

in a great city, and particularly in our O\Vll 

city, as distinguished [roin a congregation in 

the country, or in a slnall to\VI1, \vhich natur­

ally occur to the nlind at a season like this, 

and it lllay be allo\vable to devote a fe\v ,vords 
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to theine I refer, in general, to tIle ,ville 

sphere of labor 'v hich a millister in this posi­

tion is expected to fill; and the variety of 

objects ,vhich invite or denland his attention. 

Even as regards the conlposition of his o\vn 

congregation, there may be peculiarities ,vhich 

have an ilnportant bearing upon his ministra­

tions. His people are a constituent part of 

that concourse of human beings, ,y ho go to 

Inake every large city a centre of Inighty in­

fluence; and there may be alTIOng thenl some 

,vho have lnuch to do in determining ,vhether 

that influence shall be for good or for evil. 

Again, he preaches to numerous strangers. 

There must be sonle thousands of visitors and 

travellers in such a city every Sabbath, a 
large proportion of ,y hom find their way to 

the sanctuary. In this way, a Pastor is con­

stantly casting bread upon the ,vaters. They 

stop long enough to hear a single sermon from 

his lips, and are gone on the morrow; but 
who shall say ,vhat untold treasures they 

may not have taken ,vith them? Not only 
so, but be l11ay have ,vi thin the sound of his 

6 
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voice a different class of strangers; not tran­

sient " rayfarers, Lut temporary residents. I 

refer, as you may suppose, to those admirable 

schools, acadelnical and professional, lvhich 

every season attract such large nU111bers of 

youth to our city-(for it is of our o,vn city, 

I prefer to speak). I have al,vays regarded 

the Female Boarding-Schools connected ,vith 

my congregation, as one of its lTIOSt interest­

ing and encouraging features. I have looked 

to them ,vith some confidence, to see the fruit 

of our Sabbath services; and, by God's bless­

ing, I have not looked in vain. They have 

shared, I think, in every revival ,ve have en­

joyed. And sOlnetilnes the de,Y has COlne 

gently do,vn upon t.hose fleeces, when the 

ground all around has renlained dry. It is, 
let me add, one of the real pleasures of Iny 

occasional SUInnler tours through the country, 

to meet ,yith those-no,v, perhaps, happy 

,vi yes and lnothers-'\vho hail me '\vith true 

affection as a Pastor, and take me back to 

their school-days in Philadelphia. 

And then_ these Schools of Medicine. I-Iere 
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are one or t\VO thousand of youug 111ell pur­

suing their studies in our city for six months 

of the year. They are from every part of the 

Union. Their future influence, social and 

professional, must depend largely, under Pro­

vidence, upon the training they receive here. 

It is no trivial responsibility to be concerned, 

even so far as their occasional attendance upon 

one's ministrations may go, in giving direction 

to a s,velling tide of influence like this. That 

the agency of the pulpit is not al\vays lost 

upon them, may be illustrated by the fact, 

that in t"\VO instances kno,vn to me, 'young 

men ,vho came here to study Inedicine, ,vere 

led in this house to exchange that profession 

for the ministry, and are now, one of then}, as 

already noted, an accomplished and enlinen t 

foreign missionary, the other, an active and 

useful Pastor in one of our principal cities.­

Why should we not expect beneficent changes 
like these to occur frequently? There lllust 

be many pious young lllen in these 111edical 

classes, ,vho have never even examined the 

question, ,vhether it rnny not be their duty to 

4 
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en tel" the ministry. And ho\v many are there 
,vho, if converted, might becolne burning and 
shining lights in the church! 

But it is not only in the pulpit that ,ve have 
to do with strangers. Besides the ordinary 

claims of hospitality which visitors expect at 

the hands of the resident Pastors, and ,vhich 

it is our pleasure to recognize, the medical 
reputation of our city makes it the .l\fecca of 
invalids. A very large number of these have 
been under my pastoral care, frequently for 

months together. My visits of this kind could 

be reckoned only by hundreds, perhaps by 
thousands. And I ,vould not have had it 
other,vise. For ,y hat could I do, should I 

hear at last those piercing ,vords, 'I ,vas a 
stranger, and ye took lTIe not in: I ,vas sick, 

and ye visited TIle not.' Far from their 
hon1es, oppressed ,vith disease, possibly dra,v­
ing near tq death, ,vho ,vould not .. deeln it a 
privilege to go to these sufferers and, if so it 

migh t be, alleviate their sorro\vs and soothe 

their anxieties, by pointing them to the I.Jun1b 

of God? There are no chapters in lny expe-



Quarter- Century Dl·scourse. 61 

rlence as a n1inister, more affecting than some 
,vhich relate to this subject. I could d.escribe 

to you scenes of anguish \v hich \vonld move 

you all to tears; and scenes of rapture \v hich 
,vould thrill you \vith holy and grateful joy. 

But I must not detain you with such incidents. 

I refer to these things, to illustrate the cares 

and responsibilities of a Pastor in a great city. 

But \vhat. you have heard is only the begin­

nIng. If you would kno\v the \y hole, you 

must not only be familiar \yith his entire con­

gregation, but you must understand his rela­

tions with the benevolent institutions of his 

o\vn ch urch; the time he is expected to devote 

to the interests of education, and to the mani­

fold metropolitan chari ties \v hich need and 

deserve the countenance of the clergy; the 

endless intervie\vs \vith the au thors or agents 
of all sorts of good objects in each one of our 

thirty or forty States and Territories; and the 
mosaic-like correspondence he carries on \vith 

all manner of people from January to DeC€lU­

ber. The sum of the \yhole, is, that if a Pas­

tor fulfil, eyel) in ~ny tolerable degree, the 
6* 
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ends of his nlinistry, he cannot lead a 'eery 

idle life. And, again, it should excite no sur­

prise that so many Pastors break do"\yn under 
these accumulated labors,-labors "\yhich in 

the principal churches of the European capi­
tals are al,vays divided among t"\yO or three 

Ininisters. The Protestant Episcopal Church 

in our country, is gradually adopting the sarne 

systeln: there are probably some present ,vho 

\vill live to see it extensively introduced into 

our 0\"11 communIon. 

There is another vie\v of a pastorate in one 

of these great cities, to ,vhich my long resi­

dence here may justify me in adverting. In 

their social structure, they differ essentially 

from all other COITIlnunities. They are the 

centres, not simply of trade, and of politics, 

but of talent, of learning, of art, of eloquence. 

The liberal professions are there in their strong­

est array. They attract to themselves genius 
and enterprise of every type, and fronl every -

quarter. They are the seat of that great 

po\ver In ~ free State, the press; the theatre 
of books and reyie\ys, and of daily journalisnl, 
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the I)abulllm of the masses. EvervthinO' is 
01 0 

canvassed-politics, cornmerce, philosophy, re-

ligion-the huge alembic is forever seething 

and surging. Intense intellectual activity is . 

the la"\v of that miniature world. And "\vi thin 

the last quarter of a century, several ne,v 

agencies have COlne into play, "\vhich have ilu­

pressed upon the ,vhole nlUSS a greatly in­
creased momentum. 

Among these may be specified certain radi­

cal events in our political progress (it cannot 

be necessary to name them), \vhich have con­

spired to develop more fully the ihherent vigor 

and restlessness of our national character. 

Again, science has been popularized, to an ex­

tent unthought of at any former era. Nor can 
we overlook, in this connection, the founding 

of that ne,v social institution, "\vhich prolYlises 

to incorporate itself "\vith our metropolitan life, 

I mean, Popular Lectures. This has grown, in 
part, out of a general craving for some species 

of entertainment more rational, and of better 

1110ral tendency, than dramatic perfoflnances. 

The indications are, that "\ve are to have a 
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body of Lecturers as a distinct and permanent 

Profession. "\Vhat the ul till1ate efiect of such 

an institution \vill be, ,ve have not as yet the 

requisite data for detennining. vVith our 

lilnited experience, ho\vever, it is quite appa­

rent that it ,vill combine the good and the bad, 

like most other human contri vances. It is at 

least certain, that the business ,vill be largely 

taken up by men of sho\vy parts and facile 

elocution, the sponsors, often, of grave errors 

in religion or in morals. Orators of this de­

scription will find ready emploYlnent at the 

hands of men who get up courses of Lectures 

for private gain, and \v ho are indifferent to 

every question but that of the profits. To 

them, it is all one ,yhether their rhetoricians 

declailn truth or error, deism or pantheism, 

Paul or Spinoza. They ,vould as soon seed 

the ground ,vith thistles, as ,vith wheat; or 

have the fountain they open at the very heart 
of a great city, send forth hemlock, as living 

,vater. Like the British opium-dealers in 

China, their aillls are purely mercenary; and 



QUCl"rtel' -Cent~l1"Y Dl'scourse. 63 

so they 11lake nl0ney, it is no concern of th"eirs 

'v ho are poisoned, and who not. 

That professional Lecturers generally have 

been, or are likely to be, of this description, is 

not asserted. The class already comprises lTIen 

of elninent ,vorth, ,vho never gain the public 

ear, ,vithout pouring into it something adapted 

to make people ,viser and better; and "re may 

hope that such teachers ,vill be nlultiplied. 

But ,ve have seen enough to kno,Y that the 

systeln is susceptible of ready abuse, and may 

be perverted to the very ,vorst ends. In either 

case, whether ,veIl or badly lnanaged in a 

Inoral vie,Y, it is exerting a po,verful influence 

upon the social life of these cities, and must 

not be omitted in forlning an e~timfite of the 

present position of the lYl,dpit. 

The idea I V\Tish to present, on this head, as 

deduced from our very cursory survey of the 

field, is, that the denlands upon the metropo1i­
tan pulpit have been gradually rising during 

the last t'venty-five years, and that it needs to 

gird itself with fresh strength, if it ,vould con­

tinue to command the homage of the culti-
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vateu 111ind of the country. In saying this, 

I aln far froln recon1Inending that the sacred 

desk should be degraded to an arena for intel­

lectual gladiatorship. I do not forget that the 

Christian ministry is a divine institution, ,vith 

its appointed sphere "\vhich it may not tran­

scend, and its prescribed themes which it may 

not neglect, but at its peril. N or can I q ues­

tion that this institution, so ordained and 

equipped of God, as his chosen instrun1entality 

for reforming and saying the vvorId, is equal 

even to the herculean task demanded of it 

here; that, by God's blessing, it can so re­

strain, ameliorate, and control, all these tu­

multuous forces of \vhich \ve have been speak­

ing, as to vyork out not Inerely the ,yell-being 

of society, but the spiritual elevation and 

eternal ,yell-being of the individuals who C01l1-

pose one of these mighty Babels. But the 

point of the argument is this. The preaching 

of the cross follo\ys the lavY of all other in­

struments; to effect its end, it rnust be used 

according to the design of its Author. It is 

not in the nature of things, that the pulpit 
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should maintain its hold upon this conlplex, 

illlpatient, excited mass of hlllnan beings, at 

least upon the educated portion of thel1~, un­

less it bring to its vocation competent intellec­

tual vigor and various kno,Y ledge, as ,veIl as 

gen uine llloral excellence. It m nst keep 

abreast of the other learned Professions in 
ability, and general culture. It nlust be able 

to present the high themes of revelation in a 

'Inanner adapted to ,yin the respect of a COffi­

nlunity so constituted, and that, too, ,vithout 

compromising the Gospel in a single point of 

doctrine, or abating one jot or titt1e of its lofty 

req ui"si tions. 

Here, then, is work for the ministry, ,vhich 

,vill demand the utnl0st exertion of their po'v­
ers. It is not to be conlpassed, ,yithout patient 

study, and persevering toil. They must" give 

attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doc­

trine;" and "study to sho,v thelnselves ap­

proved unto God, ,vorkmen that need not be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the ,vord of truth." 

Jlo\vever illlportant it may be to keep up a 

familiar personal intercourse \vith their COll-



68 Quarter -Gent'lo'Y Discou}'se. 

gregations, it ,vill not do to allo,v this, except 

in cases of sickness and affliction, to take pre­

cedence of their pu blie lIlinistrations. No 

intelligent congregation can be pernlanently 

satisfied ,vith pastoral visiting as a substitute 

for instructive preaching. They 111ay tolerate 
it for a ,vhile; but by and by they ,viII begin 

to bemoan the penury of the pulpit, and to 

inquire whether it ,vas a purely Levitical ordi­

nance, that "the priest's lips should keep 

7~7'lowledge." Exhausting ,york it is, ,vhich 

they ask of their Pastor-far more so than 

incessant visiting-but they ,vill feel, and they 

ought to feel that, instead of consnn1ing his 

tilne and strength in visiting a fe,v families, 

,veek by ,veek, his lYrinle duty is, to prepare 

, "beaten oil" for the sanctuary, ,vhich may 

irradiate and cheer his entire flock; and, this 

being accomplished, to see all he can of thenl 

at their houses. 
But this is an incidental suggestion. The 

main idea to be enforced, is, that the sphere 

of pastoral labor in these cities is constantly 
expanding; that it demands, and ,,~ill re,vard, 
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the noblest energies, and the n10st self-denying 

efforts of any Inan ,yhotn Providence lnay 

appoint to the ,vork; and that, ,yhen every­

thing is dQne ,yhich such a In"an can do, no­

thing .is accolnplished, except as God nlay 

bless his poor instrlllnentality. 

Not to pursue this topic farther than Inay 

barely suffice to lift the curtain for a 11101nent 

upon the relations and responsibili ties of a 

Pastor established in one of these marts of 

empire, let us cast an eye beyond our o\vn 

enclosure. The changes described as having 

occurred al110ng ourselves, have their counter­

part in the records of our o,,"'n sister-churches 

in this city, and, indeed, in the history of the 

various denominations here, :fin" the past t~ven­

ty-five years. I find myself at the close of 

this period, among the Benior Pastors of the 

city. 

vVhen I came here to reside, the Rev. Mr. 

Barnes had already been settled as the Pastor 

of the First Church, for three years, and the 

Rev. George Chandler as Pastor of the First 
7 
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Church in Kensington, for a still longer period. 
The Second Church ,vas vac~nt, but, a fe,v 

months after, called the Rev. Dr. Cuyler to its ~ 

pulpit. Dr. Ely ,vas Pastor of the Thiru 

Church; Mr. Potts, of the Fourth; Dr. 'Vin­
chester, of the Sixth; Dr. Engles, of the Se­

venth; lVIr. NrcCalla, of the Eighth; 1\11'. Gib­

son, of the Ninth; Mr. Grant, of the Eleventh; 

Mr. Eustace, of the T",:elfth; 1\11". Patterson, 

of the First Church, Northern Liberties; Mr. 

Judson, of the First Church, South\vark, and 

1\1r. SY111meS, of the Fairlllount Church. Dr. 

~IcDo,vell had been settled the year before, as 

the first Pastor of the Central Church. The 

First Church, Penn-To,vnship; the Second 

Church, South,vark; and the Second Ch·urch, 

I(ensington, ,vere vacant. Dr. Skinner, hav­

ing resigned the charge of the Fifth Church 

(no,Y Dr. vVads"\Vorth's), to go to Andover, that 
ch urch ,vas vacant, and so remained for seve­

ral years. A secession from it su bseq nen tly 

organized the Clinton Street Congregational 

Church, and invited Dr. Todd to becolne their 
Pastor. After spending some years ,vith then1, 
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Dr. Todd returned to Ne~" England, find they 

were reorganized as a Presbyterian Church. 

It ,vill be seen, that of the fourteen Presby­

terian Pastors I found here, only three remain 

in the city. 'Vith these luay be fissociated 

the laborious and efficient Pastor of the Inde­

pendent Church on Broad Street. Several of 

the churches have changed their Pastors three 

and four times. The Inortality among our 

J11inisters has been of a character to excite 

very solelnn and tender reflections. Of those 

,vho have resided here, ,vhether as Pastors or 

other\vise, for a term of years since '33, I 

can recall no less than t'venty-four ,vho have 

died-solne fe,v of thelTI after removing from 

the city. You ,vilI be interested in hearing 

this list from the necrology of the church. It 
is as follo,vs:-

The venerable IrIr. Potts, Mr. Judson, Mr. 

Scott, Mr. Din\viddie, Mr. Blyth,e, Mr. Eus­

tace, ~Ir. Patterson, ~Ir. Loughridge, lVlr. "\Vil­

lialllson, Dr. vVinchester, Mr. Ste,vart, ~ir. 

Harned, ~ir. Roge, Mr. Douglas, Dr. J oh11 

Breckinridge, Dr. Green, Dr. Cuyler, Dr. vVm. 
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A. McDo"well, Mr. Man\varing, Dr. Carroll, 

~Ir. Connell, Nfr. Dickinson, Mr. Rood, and 

1\'11'. Ralnsey. Of these t\venty-four, seventeen 

,vere or had been Pastors in this city. 

I kno,v of lio Baptist minister 'v ho has been 

here for t"venty-five years. Most of their 

pulpits have been vacant and re-filled several 

tinles. The same is true of the Protestant 

Episcopal Church. Several of their older con­

gregations have had t\VO, three, and even four 

Rectors since 1833. AlTIOng the Ininisters of 

that church 'who "have passed a\vay, lllay be 

mentioned the venerable Bishop White, Mr. 

James, Dr. Bedell, Dr. Abercrolubie, Dr. Mont­

gomery, Dr. Clark, Dr. Boyd, Mr. Fo\vles, and 

1\'11'. Tyng. To these may be added Dr. Living­

ston, and his late excellent SOl1, and Dr. Lud­

lo\v, all of the Reformed Dutch Church; that 

enlinent divine and scholar, Dr. vVylie, of the 

Reformed Presbyterian Church; l\tlr. Bo,vers, 

of the Associated R,eformed; and the vener­

able Dr. ~Ia'yer, of the Lutheran Church. 
It \vere ,veIl to pause and ponder this re­

cord. To a Pastor, it is full of solemn lllean-
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lng. I \vonld fain have lUY o'vn heart opened 
to its lnonitory teachings; as I ,vauld gladly 

linger, also, to pay a tribu te of respect and 

sympathy to the memories of these excellent 

men. But the time forbids this: and I pass 

on to notice changes of a different character. 

In 1833, there were t,Yenty churches here 

in connection with the General Assembly. 

No,v there are t,venty-seven belonging to our 

branch of the eh urch, and' fifteen to the other, 

lnaking a total of forty-t'vo. In the year 

1838, after the separation took place, there 

\vere in our churches (0. S.) about t",·o thou­

sand seven hundred comillunicants. No,y, ,ve 

number about eight thousand; the nun1ber 

having trebled in t\venty years. 

Regarded in itself, this is a very gratifying 
increase both as to churches and communi­

cants. But the population of the city has 

advanced from one hundred and sixty-one 

thousand in 1830, to, say, four hundred and 

fifty thousand (city and liberties, not including 

the county) in 1858. In other ,Yards, there 
7* 



74- Qua1·ter- Century Discourse. 

are nearly three hundred thousand more peo­

ple here to be supplied "\vith the means of 

grace, than there ,vere t\venty-eight years ago. 

In any other country, this ,vould sound nlore 

like romance than history. Here it is sober 

verity. And ,vhile, in one vie\Y, ,ve may 

congratulate ourselves at ,vhat ,ve have ac­

cOlllplished; in another, ,ve have cause to feel 

hlllllbled, that ,ve have done so little to\vards 

bringing the ordinances of the Gospel ,vi thin 

the reach of this vast population. I~et us 

,york "\vhile the day lasts: the night conleth 

in ,vhich no man can 'vork. 

If the tinle allo,ved, it ,vould be interesting 

to glance at the extraordinary progress of our 

Church at large since 1833, and to spread 

before you the statistics of our various Boards. 

But I Illnst content myself with the following 

sunl1llary. 'rhe figures in the first colunln 

present the state of the 'v hole Church, fiye 

years before the separation. Those in the 

second, are the statistics of our o\vn branch of 

the Ch nrch for the curren t year. 
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~Iinisters. . . . . 

Ohurches . . . 

1833. 

1,855 

2,500 

Oomm unican ts 

Synods 

Presbyteries . . 

. 233,580 

22 

III 

1858. 

2,320 

3,14G 

233,755 

33 

159 

75 

Adding to these the statistics of the other 

branch of the Church, the total ,vill be, ~iinis­

ters, three thousand nine hundred and thirty­

t,vo; Churches, four thousand eight hundred 

and thirty-three; C0l111l1unican ts, three hun­

dred and seventy-seven thousand t"ro hundred 

and sixty-five. 

It ,vere futile to attempt to enlbrace in a 

si,ngle sermon the reflections a,vakened even 

by this very superficial retrospect of the pe­

riod 'v hich defines my pastoral life anlong 

you. One sentiment, not so irnmediately per­

sonal as SOlne I n1ay presen tly express, is too 

deeply ill1pressed upon my Inind to be ,vith­

held. 

The last twenty-five years has been a time 

of trial no less for churches than for political 

institutions. Eyery ilnportant denonlination 
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In our country has been agitated ,vith great 
controversies. Several of them have been 

rent asunder. And others, though retaining 

an external cohe~ion, are riven ,vith sealUS 

and fissures which make their alleged unity a 
luerely 1l01l1inal ihing. The position in ,vhich 

Providence placed me, has not been unfavor­

able to a cahn and comprehensive survey of 

the ,vorking of the various systenls of eccle­

siastical faith and polity. And I feel it to be 

both my duty and my pleasure, to say here 

to-day, that every year's experience has gone 

to confirm my confidence in the principles 
,vhich you and I entertain, and to enhance 

nly gratitude to God that I have had lny birtl~ 

and training and ministry in the PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH. I cast no reproach upon other 

Churches. I challenge no exclusive imnluni­
ties for our O'Vll. But I bless God that I am 
a Presbyterian. 

One ground of this is, that in reviewing the 

period of my pastorate, I find the Presbyterian 

Church honorably distinguished by the esti­

Inate it puts upon Divine truth. There is a 
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system of theology 'v hich, ho,vever it may be 
designated by a 111ere hUlllan nan1e, and st,yled 

Calcinis1n as a matter of convenience, has 

been held by the great body of eminent divines 

and evangelical Christians from the days of 

the apostles until 1l0'V. It ,vas embodied in 

the creeds and confessions of the Reformed 

Churches, ,vith scarcely an exception. It 

teaches the sovereign ty of God, the fore­

ordination of all events, the depravity of 

111an, the vicarious nature and the efficacy of 

the atonenlent, the necessity of regeneration, 

j llstification by faith alone, the absolute de­

pendence of man upon the Holy Spirit, the 

obligation of repentance and holy obedience, 

and eternal re,vards and punishments. Of 

this systeln, 'v hich so nlany illustrious theolo­
gians and so many reno,vned churches have 

deduced froln the teachings of Christ and his 

apostles, I have found the Church to ,yhich 

it is your privilege and mine to belong, to be 

the special guardian. She has not held it as 

a mere form-content that it should be en­

shrined in her symbols and put away out of 
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sight. She has not overshado,ved it ,vith rites 

and cerenl0nies, and degraded it to a subordi­

nate place in her ministrations. She has not 

allo,ved other incolupatible and hostile creeds 

to COIne and encamp ,vithin her walls along­

side of it. She has not perInitted her minis­

ters to suppress it, lest, peradventure, certain 

of its high and holy utterances luight offend 

the pride of the hUlnan heart. On the con­

trary, she has insisted that her pastors should 

hold it in its plenary integrity; that they 

should faithfully preach it; that they should 

repel every effort ,vhich lllight be n1ude 

to corrupt or dilute it; that they should 

instil it into the minos of the rising genera­

tion; and that they should constantly inlpress 

it upon all their people, that a Church is 

nothing without THE TRUTH; that there can 

be no real religion separate from the TRUTH; 

that God has confided to lnan no treasure so 
sacred and so invaluable as the TRUTH; and 

that to betray or even disparage the TRUTH, is 

to commit a heinous sin against God and to 
lllake ,val" upon the only hope of a lost ,vorld. 
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These imperative and pregnant requisitions 

I have seen maintained and enforced by the 

Presbyterian Church, ,vith an energy dis­
played by no other comn1union. Noyvhere 

else have I observed the same appreciation 

pu t upon sound doctrine, or the saIne stern 

and righteous reprehension dealt out to the 

popular sentiment expressed in that infidel 

sneer, 
"For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight." 

Taught in a different school, and imbued 

,vith a spirit as alien from this as light is 

from darkness, she has, as occasion called for 

it, 'contended earnestly for the faith once 

delivered to the saints,' and shown herself a 

living branch of that Church ,vhich is 'THE 

PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH.' 

Had she paused here, however, my rever­

ence for her had been abated. But ,vhile 

insisting upon the truth,'I have seen her \vith 

equal zeal reprobating a barren orthodoxy; 

and every\vhere teaching that truth ~cas in 

;;rdeT to godliness. No Church has been more 

inflexible in enforcing the necessity of a radi-
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cal change of heart by the po\ver of the Holy 

G host, and of a reliance upon the righteous­

ness of Christ as the only ground of hope for 

a SInner. No Church has been lllore faithful 

in protesting against the three great delusions, 

of fallaticisn1, forn1alism, and a n1e1"e worldly 

Christianity. She has scorned all fello\vship 

,vith those types of so-called piety, ,vhich 

Inake religion to consist in dreams and reve­

lations, and vulgar antics in the sanctuary. 

'Vith the sanle firmness, she has lifted up her 

relllonstrances against any und ue reliance 

upon rites and sacranlents, and iterated it in 

the ears of her children, that they 11light 

elD ulate the very Pharisees in their ou t\vard 

observances, without kno\ving the first rudi-

111 en ts of the Gospel. And, again, she has 

branded as hypocritical and ruinous, any pro­

fession of faith \vhich leaves the individual 

still a votary of the ,vorld; ,vhich practically 

aill1s at ulnnJganlating the service of God and 

the service of mamrIlon, and repud iates every 

badge of discipleship but going to the Lord's 

table. Resisting these several errors, she has 
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never ceased to inculcate an enlightened and 

vigorous faith, \vhich shall authenticate itself 

by a holy ten1per and life, as indispensable to 
salvation. And herein she has appeared to 
me to exhibit another of the marks of a truly 

Scriptural Church. 

Again, I have \vatched the \vorking of this 

Church,und found its influence to be good, 

and only good, and that continually. It has 

seemed to me to combine in a pre-elninent 

degree, the opposite elelllents of strength and 
flexibility. It is neither a petrified in1age of 

orthodoxy, nor a flaming 111eteor consullling 

itself and everything it touches \vith unhal­

lo,ved fire. At once conservative and pro­

gressive, it has readily affiliated with every 
agency adapted to elevate and in1prove the 

race, and as instinctively arrayed itself against 
every demonstration hostile to the happiness 

of mankind. The friend of civil and religious 
liberty; it has gone for\vard to their rescue 
on elnergencies which awed the resolute and 

Illude the prudent. falter. Animated by a 
robust and generous patriotisln, it has \vith 

8 
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one hand scattered spiritual blessings over our 

land, and ,vith the other poured oil upon the 

surging billo\vs of faction, and employed its 
Inajestic pOlvers in holding the incensed and 
alienated sections of the Union together. This 

I have seen; and loving my country, I cannot 

but love my Church, ,vhich has, under God, 

done so Inueh, first, to achieve the independ­

ence of my country; secondly, to foster all its 

vital interests; and, last of all, to preserve its 

integrity and perpetuate its blessings. 

For these reasons-not to specify others-I 

am grateful to God, after t'venty-five years' 

experience, that He was pleased to cast my 

lot in the Presbyterian Church. I feel that 

'the lines have fallen to me in pleasant 
places,' and that I have 'a goodly heritage.' 

It is of all others the place "There I should 

choose to deposit my best earthly treasures. 

No human foresight can guard against every 

contingency. And our beloved Church 1nay 

hereafter becolne venal and apost.ate. But 

in looking over the country and revie\ving the 

last quarter of a century, there. is no guardian-
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ship to 'v hich I ,vould so soon cOlnmit llly 

children and the friends who are dearest to me, 

as hers. I believe they ,viII be safer, there, 

than anywhere else. I believe they ,vill be 

exposed to fewer noxious influences, and sur­

rounded by more of the associations ,vhich are 

favorable to virtue and piety. I believe it 

,vill be most conducive to their present hap­

piness, and to their eternal salvation-that, 

so to speak, there ,viII be a greater probability 

of .their getting to heaven, and of children's 

children follo,ving each other there frorn gene­

ration to generation. And, believing this, I 

must be false to every parental instinct, false 

to the sacred clailTIs of those ,vho lnay come 

after me in long succession, false to the saint­

ed dead ,vhose principles I have inherited, 

and false to that Saviour ,,,hose mercy I have 

experienced and "\vhose most unworthy minis· 

ter I am, if I should neglect any practicable 
means for inspiring my own household and 

the families comnlitted to my care, with the 

love I cherish for our Oh urch, and the inflexi­

ble purpose never to abandon it. And in this 
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particular (certainly not in others), I lnay say 

,vithout indelicacy, and in all sincerity I do 

say, 'I would to God, that every parent in 

my congregation, and all \vho hear n1e this 

day, were both ahnost and altogether such as 

I am.' 

I have glanced at a topic here, too import­

ant to be disluissed yvithout a sentence or t\VO 

lllore-I mean the duty of training up our 

children in the principles \v hich \ve ourselves 

profess. It is too luuch the c"ase in this age 

of precocious childhood, when the relations of 

the parties seem often to be inverted, that 

children are left to ,vander a ,va.y frolu the 

fold to which their parents belong, \vherever 

caprice may carry them. NUll1erOUS agencies 

are conspiring, at least in our country, to 

foster a prenlature independence on the part 

of the young, and make the1n in1patient of all 

\V holesolne control. The corn pact family or­

ganization, with its paternal priesthood, its 

orderly habits, its secluded, confidential inter­

course, and its stated convocations for instruc­

tion in the Sacred Scriptures, is rudely invaded 
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from without, and its defences are in imminent 
danger of being broken down. The ,vhole 

spirit of this bustling, officious, luoney-making, 

i1111Jertinent age, is hostile to the very idea 
of HOME, and to all its sacred duties and 
pleasures. 

Then, .ngain, this is a period of great latidu­
dinarianism in religion. Every body wishes 
to be deenled religious, and of course, as the 
carnal mind is just as luuch 'enmity against 
God' as ever, the only ,yay in ,vhich this can 

be brought about is, to bring religion do,vn to 
a level that shall make it palatable to the 

unrene,ved heart. Truth, therefore, is little 

thought of. The piety which insists upon the 
',vashing of regeneration and rene,ving of the 

Holy Ghost,' upon the sprinkling of the blood 

of atonelnent upon the heart and conscience, 

upon faith in the Redeemer as the only me­

dium of pardon, and upon a holy life-this 
sort of piety is 'too fanatical.' A decent de­
portment ,vill be conceded, and a sound creed, 
and a punctilious cerelnonial: but here you 

s*; 
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nlust p[Luse. If you venture further, you be­

come 'precise' and 'puritanical.' 

No\v \vhat are \ve to do, ,vith dangers like 

these threatening our children on every hand? 

Are \ve to let the \yorld corne in, and con­

found our domestic ties, and s\veep a\vay our 

sons and daughters into the great vortex of 

frivolity and inlpiety? Are ,ve to abandon 

theln to their o\vn capricious illl pulses, and let 

them thro,v thenlselves into the strealn of 

fashionable formalism? We cannot do it. 

That is, \ve cannot do it \vithout betraying 

the Inost sacred trust God has confided to us. 

We are bound by every consideration of duty 

and interest, to cherish their household vir­

tues; to bind theln close to our hearts and. 

keep them there; and, above all, to pour the 

truth into their minds; to keep theln \vithin 
the reach of the Gospel; to Sh<.HV theln the 

excellence of that system of faith and order 
which \ve hold; and to train thern to love and 

cherish it for their o\vn sake and for ours. If 
a quarter of a century has sho\vn us anything 
1110re of the po\ver and preciousness of this 
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divine system, let us manifest it by teaching 

our faluilies to prize it also. If it has been a 

blessing to us, it ,vill be no less a blessing to 

them. To lodge it in their hearts in its trans­
forluing and saving efficacy, is God's prero­

gati ve, not ours. But we can, ordinarily, 
keep them from casting it off. vVe can do 

much to link them in inviolable bonds to our 

beloved Church, to surround thelTI with influ­

ences favorable to their con version, and, by 

God's blessing, to prepare thern for a useful 

life, a peaceful death, and a glorious ilU1110r­

tality. 
You ,viII readily suppose that on the recur­

rence of an anniversary like this, my Olvn 

Inind reverts ,vith interest and anxiety to the 
general tone of the rninistrations ,vith which ,ve 

have been occupied here. To express all that 
I feel in recalling the deficiencies and ,veak­

nesses, the mistakes and sins, which have 
marred these services and impaired thei;r use­

fulness, would neither be decorous nor profit­
able. I will only say, that there can be no 

individual here ,vhose itnpressions on this 
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point are stronger than my o,vn; and cer­

tainly none lvhose retrospect of the Sabbaths 

\ve have spent together, can :t,vaken so many 

sad and reproachful emotions. But the scene 

is not all dark. It is an unspeakable satisfac­

tion to me to reflect, that, \vith all its imper­

fections, the preaching you have listened to 

has been, not deisn1, not philosophy, not mere 

morality, but the GOSPEL OF CHRIST. Accord­

ing to my ability, I have set forth before you 

that system of truth of \vhich .J have just 

been speaking, as the burden of prophets 

and a postles, the glory of the Reformed 

Churches, and the peculiar jewel of our own. 

'Vhen I can1e to you 'in weakness, and in 

fear, and in luuch trembling,' it was \vith the 

determination to 'kno\v nothing among you 

save Jesus Christ and him crucified.' I have 

never interpreted this to mean that a Pastor 

was to confine himself to the iteration of the 

Saviour's name, or to the exposition of a few 

leading doctrines of the N e\v Testament. I 

regard it, rather, as importing, that the 

preacher is to take his stand at the cross, and 
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to bring for,vard the 'v hole circle of revealed 

truth as surveyed from that position. Such 

I find to have been the apostle's O'Vl1 expla­

nation of the rule, as interpreted by his prac­

tice. For there is scarcely a topic in divinity 

or in morals 'v hich he has not handled; and 

they 'Y ho would circumscribe the pulpit to a 

fe,v common-places in the evangelical systeln, 

,vill appeal in. vain to Paul for an authority. 

Ho,v difficult a task it is 'rightly to . .divide the 

,vord of truth,' is kllO,Yn only to those ,vho 

have attelnpted it. Exan1ine the Bible. See 

what an inexhaustible treasure-house it is, in 

the extent and variety, in the grandeur and 

ilnportance, of its themes. Consider its his­

tories and biographies, its prophecies and doc­

trines, its precepts and promises: then look 

at the endless diversities of human character 

and condition; the multifarious variety of 

,vants and ,Yoes, of dangers and duties, of 

relations and responsibilities, ,vhich meet, 

often, in a single congregation; and decide 

whether it can be a trivial lnatter so to select 

and adjust the topics of the Bible, as to insure 
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to every individual of this nlass 'his portion 

in due season,' and to bring about, in a pro­

tracted ministry, the best possible results. 

All that can be fairly exacted of a Pastor, is, 
that he should aim at this, and do his best to 

accomplish it. That your Pastor has griev­

ously failed in very rnany particulars, he has 

not the least question. Bn t I have endea­

vored to preach to you the Gospel of Christ; 

and 'I have sho,ved you and have taught you 

publicly and from house to house, testifying 

to you all, repentance to,vard God and fait~ 

to\vard our Lord Jesus Christ.' 

For t.he candor and kindness ,vith \yhich 

you h~ve listened to these instructions, lowe 

you many thanks. For the efficacy 'v hich it 
has pleased the great Head of the Church to 

impart to them, neither you nor I can be suf­

ficiently grateful. We have reason, I cer­

tainly have, to be deeply hUlnbled, that these 
twenty-fi ve years have passed a\vay, and left 

no more fruit. But some fruit there is; and 

for this we may lay our thank-offering upon 

His altar. You can recall' tinles of ref1"esh-
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ing from the presence of the Lord,' 'v hen you 
felt this to be the house of God and the very 

gate of heaven. To many among you this is 

consecrated ground. It ,vill be said of our 

hunlb1e church hereafter, 'This and that Inan 
,vas born in her. The Lord shall count ,,,hen 

he ,vriteth up the people, that this man ,vas 

born there.' Here God has lllet you. Here, 

when you came up to his courts careless and 

giddy, His spirit opened your hearts to the 

truth, set your sins in order before your eyes, 

pierced your bosoms ,vith anguish, and sent 

you home ,vith the cry, 'God, be merciful to 

me a sinner!' And here he has again met 

you, taken off your burdens, and disnlissed 

you ,vith that peace ,vhich passeth under­

standing. This has been the place of your 

espousals to Christ, and here you have for the 

first tillle sat do,vn at his table, and com­

lllemorated his dying love. 
/ 

But no pen may attempt to delineate the 

scenes ,vhieh must. occur in any church where 

the Gospel is preached, and 'tv hich have doubt­

less occurred here, during a period of t\venty-
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fi ve years. The influences proper to a place 
like this, are too po,verful not to tell upon the 

characters of those ,vho are brought within 

their reach. lVhat fierce in,vard conflicts 
have there been here bet"\veen the flesh and 

the spirit! What upbraidings of conscience! 

'Vhat stifled convictions! vVhat struggles 

against the truth! lVhat ,vrestlings ,vith sin! 

'Vhat noble resolves! vVhat cries for deliver­
ance ! What yearnings after pardon! What 

anxious looks to,vards Calvary! What tri­
umphs of Satan over a,vakened souls! What 

victories of contrite and believing penitents 

over Satan! Ho,v many led captive by sin! 

I-Io,v many conquerors! 

I-Iere, in the sanctuary, is the great battle­
ground on ,vhich heaven and hell are contest­

ing the possession of the soul :--

"The soul of man-Jehovah's breath­

That keeps two worlds at strife; 

Hell moves beneath to work its death, 

Heaven stoops to give it life!" 

Nor does the conflict cease "\vith the sur­

render of the soul to Christ. The ,vhole in-
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ward life of the Christian is compounded of 

hopes and fears, joys and SOlTO\VS, sinning and 

repenting, doubting and trusting, striving and 

halting, cleaving to earth and soaring heaven­

\vard. And the sanctuary is, of all others, 

the spot \v here the ad verse elenlen ts \v hich 

enter into his character, are stiInulated into 

intense activity, and produce their most de­

cisive effects upon his conduct. 

For twenty-five years these latent processes, 

seen only by that eye which sees all things, 

have been going on here, in hundreds of 

bosoms. Let God be praised that there have 

been results \vhich \ve can all think of \vith 

complacency. He has met the hungry here 

and fed them with the bread of life. He has 

given to mourners in Zion, beauty for ashes, 

the oil of joy for nlonrning, and the garnlent 

of praise for the spirit of heaviness. lIe has 

gi ven strength to the \veak, and to them that 

had no nlight he has increased strength. He 

has sought that which \vas lost, and brought 

ngail1 that which \vas driven a\vay, and bound 

up that \vhich was broken, and strengthened 
9 
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that '" hich ,vas sick, and made thenl and the 
places round about his hill a blessing. lIe 

hns extracted the sting from "\vounded con­

sciences, bound up the bruised reed, and re­

vived the smoking flax. He has enabled 

nlourners to say, "\vhere they thought they 

never could ~ay it, ' Thy ,viII be done!' He 

has given his people strength to endure trials 

,vhich they had believed must crush them. 

He has disclosed the pillar of cloud and of 

fire to the perplexed and the tin10rous. He " 

has laid his hand upon the presuluptuous, and 

held then] hack from sins \vhich must have 

destroyed them. He has brought scoffers and 

sensualists and ,vashed theln from their poll u­

tion in the fountain opened for sin and for un­

cleanness. He has sho,vn the amiable and 

the moral the insufficiency of their o,vn righ t­

eousness to bear the scrutiny of a holy God. 

He has stirred up parents to greater fidelity 

and children to greater reverence, and opened 

in numerous falnilies sources of pure and 

ratidnal enjoyment such as they had never 

dreamed of. I-Ie has touched the hearts of 
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young men, turned them aside from their 

chosen occupations, and sent them forth one 

after another as aID bassadors for Christ. 

These, and such as these, are the henign 

offices he is carrying for\vard here, as in other 
ch urches. And"\v hen we reflect upon the 

results involved in these merciful dispensa­

tions continued among a people "\vithout inter­

ruption through a quarter of a century, or for 

thirteen b undred Sabbaths, the children of 

Zion may ,veIl 'be joyful in their I(ing.' 

Like the Hebre\ys at the dedication of their 

temple, you may' go to your tents joyful and 

glad of heart, for all the goodness that the 

Lord has done for Israel his people.' 

Standing ,yhere we do to-day, it is impos­

sible not to call to nlind our trials as well as 

our merCIes. The ministry I have fulfil1ed 

among you; as already relnarked, has not been .. 

without its interruptions, some of "\vhich have 

threatened to bring it to a close. But in YO'll?' 

vie,Y, my attacks of sickness have been simply 

Pro,:idential afflictions which called for sym­

pathy and succor; and you have not on ly 
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submitted to them without cornplaining, but 
rnade every recurrence of the trial an occasion 

for heaping upon TIle fresh kindnesses. I re­

peat that I am not insensible either to your 

affection, or to the mercy of our Heavenly 

Father in restoring TIle to health so often and 

permi tting rne to resunle my ,York. There is 

no enlployment in this ,vorlc1 which I love so 

lnuch as preaching the Gospel; no office ,vhich 

I feel to be so honorable or so useful as that of 

a Christian pastor. And I anl never laid aside 

fro 111 its duties temporarily, \vithout being 

filled with sorro,v in revie\ving the manner in 

\y hich I have met my responsibilities, and 

penetrated with gratitude to God for the favor 

he has sho,vn to my un,vorthy labors. Nor 

do I regarcl it as the least mernorable token of 

his paternal care, that the congregation has 

been kept in the same united and flourishing 

condition in my absence, as ,yhen I have been 
\vith you. 

But you'» trials-and especially your bereave-

1nents-how they come thronging around us on 

an occasion like this. What a chasm has this 
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quarter of a century made in the congregation 

assembled here on the evening of the 8th of 

Novelnber, 1833 ! Here and there, as I look 

along these aisles, I n1eet a friendly face ,vhich 

greeted lne, a strange?·, then; but \vith a very 

fe\v exceptions, the gentlemen ,vho sat at the 

heads of these pews have disappeared. Nume­

rous families have been entirely broken up by 

death. And some of you have had breach 

upon breach in your fireside circles, until every 

step of the ,vay to the cemeteries has been ,Yet 

,vith your tears. The mortality already men­

tioned has included all classes and ages: death 

is no respecter of persons. We have seen 

many hoary-headed saints gathered into the 

garner, like as a shock of corn cometh in in 

his season. Infants that have lingered here 

just long enough to ent\vine thelllselves around 

loving hearts; daughters in the pride and love­

liness of opening womanhood; ,,-rives ,vhose 

nuptial cerernonies proved the harbinger of 

their funeral pageants; nlothers 'v hose cl us­

tering virtues shed the radiance of heaven 

over happy households; young men panting 
9* 
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for the contests of life, like the \var-horse for 
the battle; and men of business ill1mersed in 

the cares of an extended traffic,-all have 

vanished from our eyes, and the places which 

kne\v them, kno\v them no lTIOre. By far the 

larger number of those who are gone, I have 

visi ted in their sickness-not to speak again 

of the freq uen t instances in \v hich I have been 

called to minister consolation or instruction to 

strangers \vhom Providence has brought here 

to die at our hotels. Death has become a 

familiar spectacle to me; and I have seen it 

under lllany forllls. I have seen it \vhen it 
caIne like a demon attended by the furies of 

hell. And I have seen it \vhen it came like 

an angel of mercy ,vith its retinue of seraphs, 

to convoy the departing spirit to the skies. I 
have watched the lamp of life go out, \vhen 

the harro\ving thought has struck a chill 

through me, that, in all probability, life and 
llolJe must expire together. And I haye 

watched its flickering flame \vith the joyful 

assurance, that after a momentary eclipse it 

would be rc-enkindlcd before the sapphire 



Quarter -Century Discourse. 90 

throne. I have stood by the dying \vhen it 

,vas too painful to be endured, except under an 

inexorable sense of duty. And again I have 

stood by the dying, when the chamber of death 
seen1ed like the very vestibule of heaven. It 

has been my allotment, by turns, to teach in the 

presence of death, and to be taught; to point 

to the Lamb of God, and to have the Lan1b of 

God held forth to me; to preach Jesus Christ 

and him crucified, and to hear Christ crucified 
preached \vith an eloquence and a po,ver un­
kno\vn to Iny poor ministrations; to encourage 

desponding souls, and to see some 'Great 

IIeart' going forward to the last encounter, 

,vith a majestic faith ,vhjch gave certain pre­
sage of victory. For the most part, those who 
had borne an exemplary Christian character, 

have died in peace. Even where they have 

long had a peculiar horror of death, and felt 

that they must be overwhelmed in the waves, 
they have been mercifully relieved of this fear 

as the hour approached, and at length, on 
going down into the river, the \vater has been 

so lo\v and still that they have passed over an 
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but dry-shod. To ll1y o"\vn mind, this IS one 
of the most expressive and touching of all the 

tokens we have, of the faithfulness and tender­

ness of our Heavenly Father-his condescend­
ing kindness towards humble and doubting 
Christians, in the prospect of death. It is a 

spectacle of true moral sublimity, to see such 

a Christian-a delicate and refined female, 

perhaps-losing her tilnidity as she loses her 

strength, gaining confidence amidst the decays 

of nature, her faith ,vaxing stronger as she 

draws nearer to eternity, and finally exclailn­

ing, as she grapples ,vith the last enemy, 

'Thanks be to God which giveth me the vic­

tory, through Jesus Christ our Lord!' I kno\v 

of nothing adapted in an equal degree ,vith 
scenes like this, to confirm our faith in the 

divine authority of our holy religion, or to 

arm the believer against the fear of death. I 

,vould counsel you, therefore, not to shun such 
scenes. There are lessons there for you, which 

you ,vill get no,vhere else~ 

"The chamber where the good man meets his fate, 

Is privileg'd beyond the common walk 

Of virtuous life, qnite in the verge of he:t.v'n." 
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And 'v hen your turn conIes to meet the de­

stroyer, it may greatly nerve your faith and 

hope to have frequented this 'challlber,' and 

seen ho,Y God has supported even the feeblest 

of his children and brought them off more 

than conquerors. 

But there is one aspect of this subject pecu­

liarly solemn to the mind of a Pastor. lIe 

looks over his congregation and finds, it may 

be, that several hundred of the individuals 

,vho once sat under his luinistry, are no,Y in 

eternity. 'Vhat report have they borne with 

them as to his fidelity? Did he set life and 

death before them? Did he admonish them 

of their sins? Did he tell them what they 

nlust do to be saved? Did he, on all fit occa­

sions, urge them to make their peace ,vith 

God? Did he caution theln against false 

grounds of confidence 1 Did he endeavor to 

establish them in the truth and build them 
up in holiness?· Did he labor to bring out 

their resources, to show thenl ho,Y they nlight 

be useful, and ho,Y they migh t Inake the 1110St 
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of their influence in promoting the success of 

the Gospel? 

These are very serious, as they are very 

natural, questions. The dead are no'\v beyond 
his reach, and the ineradicable ilupress of 

eternity is upon them. Happy is that Pastor 

,vhose conscience acquits him of blame in this 

matter; ,vho feels in respect to all ,vho are 

gone, that he did everything he could for 

their salvation. Alas, my brethren, who of 

us, Pastor or people, can S:1Y this concerning 

the dead! I-Iovv many are gone with whom 

,ve ought to have labored lllore to bring them 

to Christ! Ho,v easy ,vould it have been to 

speak to theln oftener on the subject, to place 

sonle suitable book in their hands, to invite 

them to the sanctuary, to remove their preju­

dices against religion, to do a score of things, 

anyone of ,vhich might, by the blessing of 

God, have been useful to them! 
I feel all this as a Pastor. There are 

doubtless parents here \vho feel it keenly as 

to their deceased children. Everyone must 

feel it in respect to companions and friends 
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,vho have been sun1moned a,vay in an unex­

pected hour. Let us see to it, that the lesson 

is not lost upon us. 'Ve may go to the graves 

of the departed and bellloan our unfaithful­

ness to their souls; but the best tribute \ve 

can pay them, is to perform our duty to the 

living. There are others still around us "Tho 

may die as suddenly and ,vith as little prepa­

ration. These \ve can reach. And if the 

slumberers eould burst their cerements and 

come back, they would bid us cease froIn 

,vasting our posthumous regrets upon them, 

and address ourselves to the saving of those 

for ,vhom salvation is yet possible. 

But I trespass too long upon your patience. 

A 'single thought more, and I have done. 

The past and the future blend imperceptibly 

toget,her. 'Vhile ,ve review the years that are 

gone, the imagination busies itself about the 

years that . are to come. On the evening of 

that ordination service, the scroll on ,vhich 

the events of this quarter-century ,vere to be 

recorded was, to our eyes, of virgin whiteness: 



no mortal hand ,vould have presumed to dnl'v 

the fain test hair-stroke of the annals to be 

inscribed upon it. To God's eye, it ,vas all 

,vritten over then, as it is now to us. But 
,vho could have conceived ,vhat characters it 

,vas to reveal? Who among that vast asselll­

bInge could have believed, had the idea been 

suggested, that t\venty-five years ,vould 'work 

such changes in this congregation, as those we 

have been contemplating? Another scroll 

lies before us to-day, unsullied as the Alpine 

snow. I t is to receive the history of these 

corning years, and bear it to the judgment seat, 

and then onvvard through eternity. When at 

the close of another quarter-century, that too 

fai thf ul chronicle shall be spread before the 

congregation then ,vorshi pping in this house, 

it will doubtless be like the one ,ve have been 

reading. It ,yill tell of changes possibly as 

great as those 'v hich are past. It ,viII relate 

the joys and the SOlTO\VS of n1any a house­

hold; the dispersion of families; the achieve­

ments of sin and the victories of grace. It 

n1ay state that of the four hundred and fifty 
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cOlnnlunicants no,v here, only fifty renlain in 

the Church; and that of the families to ,vhich 

those fifty belong, there are not four ,vhich 

have escaped the inroads of death. It Inay 

speak of times of refreshing ,vhen lnany \vere 

born again; of other colonies gone forth to 

plnnt ne,v churches; and of young 111en here 

dedicated to God in baptism, ,vho have be­

come able and godly lninisters of the Ne,,~ 

Testa111cnt. It 111ay contain SOlne h urnble 

lnemorial of successive Pastors, ,vIlo have stood 

here and published the Gospel of the kingdo111. 

There is an absolute certainty that luany 

'v ho are no,v here, ,viII. be 'vri tten in that 

record as among the dead. There is little 

probability that I shall be here to ,vitness its 

unrolling. Even ,vi th fev~'er years, nly pre­

carious health ,vould forbid that expectation. 

But I arn ,villing to leave that event ,vith 

Him ,yho has cro,vned my life ,vith unnum­

bered nlercies. My times are in His hand. 

Goodness and luercy have follo,ved 111e all the 

days of nlY life; and I cannot distrust Him 

for the future. But I 11lust and do distrust 
10 
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Inyself. I fear for n1y o\vn soul. And, 111Y 

beloved people, ,vhen I think of the subtl~ty 

of sin, and the Blighty hindrances ,vhich ob­

struct our sal vation, I fear for yours also. I 
trelnble, at tinles, uncleI' the ,veight of this 

burden \vhich God has laid upon me .. I 
shrink ,vith anguish froln the thought of 

Ineeting you at the bar of ChriRt. I en treat 

you, for Illy sake, if you can be heedless about 

yourselves, to be reconciled to God. 'Yhat­

eyer l11[1Y be Iny lot in that day, "\vherever I 

lnay stand, I cannot bear to see any of yo~t at 

the left hand of Christ. Oh, GIVE YOURSELVES 

TO THE SAVIOUR, ,vhile you may. And cease 

not to pray for 1ne, that I lllay be faithful unto 

death, and so, through the unsearchable riches 

of Christ, '111UY have right to the tree of life,' 

and lIlay 1.vith yO~t 'enter in through the gates 

into the city.' 
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