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THE DEATH OF TillK GOOD MAN PRI,
CIOUS IN TIIE SIGHT OF GOD.,

SERMON
DELIVERED AT PISGAH.

Occasioned by the death ol the Rev. John Brown, lite pastes
of New Providence eongregation, Virginia,
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The death of the Good Mun precious in the sight
of God.

A

SERMON.

. Psarm 115, 15. .
Precicus inthe sight of the Lord, is the dzath of bis
Saints. |

——; D e

LEATIL is an event, which every rational be-
ing contcmiplates with awe. The king upon
tace throue and hns fubjet, the fage philofopher
and the i ignor ant { wa%, the young and the old,
ftand equaily in dread of that power, by which they
arc all to be lajd undiltingeiibed in the grave. Nor
1s this gene .ral concern, about dying at all fu:prlf
ing or irraticnal. ‘This is the event which termi-
nazes all our ewrinly pmfpeds and uthers us into
a {tate of exitence untried by any of the living. Is
it not rather furpriling that a cxr\,umﬁance pres-
nant with fo many important conlequences ; and
which we know is Ine vuabic fhould be fo 1mper-
fectly realized?  That an enemy w;th whom we
are cert.in to encouuter, and wuo lf he 1s met
\§ .t out the city of refuge will not only be 1aexo-
rab! ¢ Lut victarious, thould be fo litdle guardsd a-
gamit 2 Nothing but the mfdtuatwn of {in, with
wiich human natare is 1o deeply infeéted, can ex-
plain the ablurd conduét of mankind rdpeﬂm"
Liils matter.
Where fhail we find an antidote againft death,
or how pripare to mect our common foe 2 Wil
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that dignity of character, that noble firmness of
mind, of which fo many talk fo much, enable us to
ftand unappalled when we approach the thady val-
ley 2 Will that virtue which has for its fource hu-
man reafon, and for its chje€t humanr happinefs,
arm usagainf{t the king of terrors, who, as on an
eagle’s wing is hallning to mect us? No my dear
friends, nothing but a conviction that we are in
covenant with God, and that ** preciousin the {ight
*“ of the Lord is the death of his faints ;» can ena-
ble a man in his right reafon to die contented.

Perhaps there never lived a man who more
realized the comfortte == 2o ved Sam a conilant

(GG ¥

deothience upon God than David, the author of
our text. He wasonceawanderer purflued by the
malice of Saul, and hunted like apartridge on the
raountains ; then a king : again by the ret:ellion of
his foa Abfolom, exiled from Jerufalem, from his
throue, ard from the houfe of his God ; then again
firmly reirfloted m his fovercigoty.  In all
thofe vicithituces he found ** God & very nreifent
*“ help in time of need.”” And in the profpcQl of
dcath, he could fay, ** Though 1 walk thro’ the
** vailey of the thaddow of deaih, I willfear no e-
*“ vil for thou art with me, thy rod and thy taff

‘“ they comfort me.” Miferable indecd muft that
man be, who, when he comes to die, 1s altogether
deftitute of the comfort which arifes from a reli-
ance upon God his maker. This comfort belongs
exclulively tothe good man. None but a {aint of
the Lord can realize the confolation which my
text affords.

It is worthy of notice that the [ecred {erip-
tures abcund vith promifes and Coclrines calcula-
ted to conlole the mind of a chiiftian, under the
profpect of death, lItis preper thatit {hould be
fo, and fcr this obvious reufen---Other calamites
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we may never mect with, innumerable cvils which
fall to the lot of hnmanity we may avoid, but this
is a trial we muft all endure, the path to the grave
i1s one, we muftall travel. ‘This confideration fets
in a very confpicuous pomt o1 light, the wifdom
and goodnefs Lt our heavenly Father, whoin his
holy word hus o well fortified our minds againft
that which is not only certain but dectlive.

Our text like moft other parts of facred fcrip-
ture, conveys much ufeful imftruétion, in a few
piuin and fmpie words.  Did thefe words need a-
nv comment, they have received it from our Sa-
vior, when he ailured his difciples, ** That not a
** hair ot their head thauld fill to the ground with-
~ *“ out the notice of their heavenly Father,” Or
from the zpoftle Johu who fays, ** Bleffed are the
dead who dicin the Lord, they do reft from their
labors, and their works do fotlow them.” Thefe
pdlages uaite in holding  forth to us the care
whieh Gd exercifes towards his children, not on-

Iy whaift they hive, but when they die.
| But it s the cilvipiée of Chrift who is thus
Ccarciudly guarded ; the famnts of the Lord, whofe

death 1s precious in his fight. Therefore, if we
would derive comfort to our {ouls from this por-
tion of {cripivre, we mo@ rightiy underftand this
character...Know v hat does, and what docs noz be-
long to 1t.

A good man, ora fuint of the Lord, is one
whose hears Das been reneswed by divine grace.

In vain do we lay cloim o the goodnels of the
gofel, to the faintihip {poken of by the Plalmift,
while we are yet in our fins, and our hearts unre-
newed by the grace of God.  ** For they who are
¢ after the ficth do mind the things of the fleth ;
* but they who are after the ipirit, the things ofthe
¢ fpirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but
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to be [pivia dlv minded is life and peace ; be-
caufe the ca: ot mind is e nmx} agcantt God, for
it 15 not tubjedt tohis law, neither mdecd can be.
So then ‘.'.\3 who are in tie £eih cannot jleale
* Goll”

Whatever roay be curpretertions, can we re-

.Ally decer onrfelves goo d "™ now e we entertum

{entimaeats iniaical wo that .Jum;, mzox charocter

i1s mfinitely peri<&t: orin un\ vay oppofe that go-
vernment, which 15 cftablifh <<i mn nﬁhtu,uimls
and truth; or negleet to vicld the mait vnreferved
and cheerful obumnce to that low which is holy,
Juft dnd good 2 Can we (xpu’r to pleude (rod

L who 1s of purer eyes than to be ..old INIQUItY, »
whilc our hearts are like acage efunc! ‘can birds
or a foul {epulchre ?

In our attempt to ddincate the characler of a
good man, we hive mentioned the rummtmg -
fluences ot tne divine fpirit firft, Lecauie we are
caonvinced, the goodi N hich has its origin Inany
thxrgmterxo: to this, will be ** like a morning

* cloud, and the cariy dew which goeth away.”
Our Loxd has incnlezted this doRrine, in very
expreis terms, in his celebrated interview with
Nicodemus, ** variiy, verily 1 {uy unto veu, cx-
“ cept a man be born agan, he cannot euter 1nto
the Kingdom of heaven.”  And lealt we thould
qnogatc to curfeives fomething in this important
change, which does not bclong 1o us, butis the
pamcvldr work of God; the apoltle hus affured us
*“ That by grace are we fav ed, through futh, dn(l

“ that not of nmhncs, it 1s the gift of God.”
An(l the fame apolH( calls Jefus Chriit the ** au-
“ thorand finiflier of our fuith.”

B\ fomein our (l"h , we are told much about
the native goodnefs ofthe human heart ; and the
powes which man pollefics, independent of the

L3
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operations of the divine {pirit, to work faith in his
own heart...correet his vices and hive a holy iile.
T'his uppears to us to be fapping the foundation of
the golpel. The man who wiempts to become
- good inthis way, is, we think, engaged in an en-
teiprize as fruitlefs as his, who would hope to
reader healthiul the poifonans fountain, by cor-
rceling fome of the noxious qualitics of the
fiream ; or his who thould expeét to ereét a per-
manent building upon the fund.

It is the joy andd confolation of the good man’s
heart, to feel himlelf entirely indebted to the grace
of God, for the falvationof his foul. When heis
difpofed to take his proper place in the duft at the
foot of the diviie threne, confefling that he is as
an unclean thing ** and all his righteoulnefles are
as filthy rags.”---To fay, O Lord rightcoufnefs
belongeth unto thee, untous belongeth confulion
of face, to our kinzs, to our princes, and to our fa-
¢ thers, becaufe we have finaed again@l thee.”

Many erroncous notions refpc&ting truth,
and many wrong conclufions relative to our own
characters, arile from viewing thofe fu'3jeéls
prefented to our minds too much in the grofs, and
not giving ourfeives the trouble to contemplate
truth and faéts in the detail. That we may avoid
this error, let us minutely obferve the ch:iflian in
the hand of this divine agent, to whofc facred in-
fluence we Lave afcribed every thing that is really
good in man. .

Faith is the earlieft and noblelt work of the di-
vine {pirit wrought in the hearts of the faints of the
Lord.

When the mind of the awakened {inner 1s par-
ticularly engaged in contemplating the divine Re-
deemer, faith may be defined: A <aviny eorace
wrought in the soul by ihe spirit of God, whereby

-
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we receive Christ as bei is revealed in the gospel, to
be our proplied, priest and [ hinz.  T'nis begete ancn-
tire trutt in, and reitance upon him, and his righte-
ousncls aione fer juilification, and cternal fuva.
tion.  VWhen the mind 1s eng: :gul 1N Viewlag inat
reft which God has prepared fur his own pcop|e ;
faith may bc called, Twe suostance of zlbzngs bo,)ul
for, the evidence of thin g5 not scen. Whei the ef
tects of farth arc lpuken of in L,rxptu*e, it is cal!cd
that, Living pl inciple , which purifics the beartand
sworks by low

T he Rnth of the gofpel has Jefus chrift, to the
exclufion of every thing cife for 1its oizject. Tothe
carnal mind indeed the favior appears ** as a root
*out of a dry ground, he hath no form nor comli-
* nels.”  T'ofucha mind the chriftian’s heaven is
a very undeflirabie place, becauie a place of per.
fet holinefs. But the Left feeiings of the good
man’s heart are pericetly m unifon with thole of
the ipoufe, when the exclains ** Yeu he is aitoge-
* ther lovely. 'I'his is my Celoved, and this 1s
‘' my friend O daughters of Jerufalem.” Or with
the Pfulmift ** Fora cay in thy courts 1s better
than a thoufind; had rather be a door keeper
m the houle of my (God, thun todwell in tents of
wickednels. ‘* or che J.ora God i1s a Sun and
Shield ; toe Lo:'(i wili give gracte and glory ;
0 good thingy will he withold from them who
walk uprigntiv. O Lord of holts, vlefled 1s the
man wiio trulis 1 theel”

'Fhere is 1.0 poiat ol view in which the eye of
faith contemplates the Redeemer, in which he dees
not sppear ifinitely amiable, and worthy of the
moft entire conficence. When the real chriftian
vicws Jelus as thc babe of Betillehem, clothed in
fweddiing bauas, and lying in a manger, he adores
this iniunt ol days—as the incarnate myftery—

oaaepoﬂ
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God manifeftcd in the flefh. He extols the
wifdom of God, and the condefcenfion of the
Savior, and is difpcfed to join with the multitude
of the heavenly holts, in praifing God and faying,
“ glory to God in the higheft, and peace on carth,
“ good will towards men.” Nor 1s he athamed,
whatever a wicked world may fay, or vain philof-
ophy may fuggeft, to pay divine honor to iim who
was oncé ¢ clothed in fleth and dwelt among 8s,”
becaufe he believes him to be *“-the wonderful,

** the counfellor, the mighty (-nd the cyerlalting

(1) Fﬂ”‘e‘ v o , . f' _ ’
" Eather, and we prince of peace, -

Again, when the good man beholds in his Sa-
vior’s charaéer, and exemplified throughout the
whole of his life, the ftricteft jultice...the mott un-
paralleled Denevolence...the moit fucred attach.
ment to truth ; tcgether with the utmoft fidelity in -
the difcharge ol all the arduous duties he was cail-
ed to perform as Mcdiator of the new covenant :
and alfo vicws his Savior who did no {in, but always
went about doing good ; enduring the keeneft re-
proaches, and the molt malicicus perfecutions,
with the greatelt patience...weeping floods cf un-
diffembled forrow over Jerufalem, that devoted .
city, which thirlted for his innocent blood; his
heart is tlled with altonifhment and drawn out in
love, he withes always to ** behold his glory, the
** glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full
*“ of grace and truth.”

Had we time to take a minute view of the life
and chara&er of our adorable Redeemer during the
whole of his humiliation, he would app#ar a pat-
tern fuitable for our imitation, 2 being worthy of
our highelt worllip, and an objeét upon which
our faith ‘may rct with the vtmoit confi:lence.
The crols, evei tice erofs, which has fo often been
** to the Jewa flumbling black, and to the Greek
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“ foolfhincfs,”” when contemplated by the eve of
faith, loles z2ll ns feandal, and its thame. Here
the good man’{ces, that ** mercy and truth are met
*“ togcther ; nighteoufnefs and peace have kifted
each other,” The harmony and glory of the
divine atfributes diiplayedin the fufferings of Chrift,
fo powerfully attra&t his heart,that he is determin-
ed to ** glory 1n nothing fave th= crofs of Chriit.”
When the fincere difciple of Chrift remembers
that he was wounded tor our tranfgreflions ; and
bruiled for our iniquiuss,aid! that the chaftifement
of vur peace was upon him, his heart diffolves in
genuine {orrow, and he mourns that by his {ins he
has pierced the Lord of glory. But his lips are
filled with prailes, and his foul with joy, when he
recoilects, ** that by his flripes we are healed,”
and-belicves * that without the fhedding of blood
“ there could be no remithon cf lins.”

In fine, whether the real chriliian contemplates
his divine Mafter as the fufferer, humbled to the
grave, or the rilen conqueror...whether as the de-
vout fuppliant upon the cold wmountains, or the
prevalent advocate in theceurt of heaven...wheth-
er as the benevolent friend of the helplels and dif.
tre{fed,or as the prophet, the prieft or the king ; flill
he embraces him as the portion of his {oul, the pat.
tern of his life,and the author ofhis hope. Un:ler
thele enranturing views,be is humbly thankful,that
he has,by the grace of God, been made partaker of
that faith which has embraced Chrift as he 1s free
Iy nflered in thegofpel,—**wlich purifies the heart
¢ and 'vorks by love.”

Annthicr grace which charalterifes the good
man s Repeztance. |

lepcntance proczeds from faith as necelfarily
a3 the {hream does from the fountain.,  "¢lie fuine
connexinn which exifts betiween the tree and the
fruit, exifts Letween faith and repentance.

vl
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We may define 1cpcutan(,c by fuving, It 1s
f/)ab rearet which ariscs in a person, after /)avzzzw
N :;mmz//)zrzo which he ought not 10 b.rce duiie.

l&vaub'—*h(u\l repentance has {or ite obieét, more
immediately, the dediling nature of {m,

Altho’ the penalty of thedivine law awalkens the
apprhenfions of the true penttent, vet i1t 1s not from

this fou rce principally that true repentance fiows

Godly {orrowarifes from a reaitfing{fenfe of the holi-
nefs of the divine chara@er ,againit which we have
offended...the matchlefs love of the compatlicnate
Savior,which,notwithftanding 1t was {o great,could
not reftrain our wicked hearts from iniquity. When
the truc penitent views, by faith, the glory of God
in the face of Jelus, and has an ﬂpprchenuon of the,
mercy of God m Chrift to his foul, then and not
till then, does his heart diffolve 1n genuine {forrow.
David feems to have been a real penitent, whicn 1n
the 61 Plalm, he exclaims, ¢ Aganit thee, thee
“only have I finned,and donethis evil mn thy fight.”
Anrd the apoftle Paul, ** O wretched man that I
“ am, who thall deliver me ‘from the body of this
“ death ?

M‘.m_), we are afraid, who call themielves
chriftians, conceive that when therr firft awakenings
for fin-arc over, and their fears have iubhided, they
have nothing morce to do with theexercife of repen-
tance. Such, we arc ready to conclude, are great-
Jy miftaken. e pentance, we have ahmdv inti.
matcd, proceceds ﬁom juft appreheniions of the di-
vine (lmmdcr particularly as diiplayedin the face
of Jefus Chrift ; ;oA v? {urcly rencwed and inereofed
difcoveries of this chara@er, mutt increafe the hu-
nilit:, and renew the 1(1)cntu.5s ol the good
man.  Jultas we loath a deforimed ohjeet whoen we
fce it by the imperfeét glimmermgs of tw i!i“hf imt
turn away from it with the moft periect dilwuil
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when Leheld by the light of noenday.  Under th‘:
influc noe oi thele L,t“inx, s, holy Job could fuy, ** 1
have heard of thee, by e hearing of the ear,
““ but now mine eye xwth thee, wherclore T abhor
““myilelt and repent 1 dail ‘.n.d aibies.””  Honcee
it appears that as the chrfian advances 1 bhis
heavenly courfe, {o n pmpmtio'} does his hatred
of {in, his humlht‘» , and repentance mereafe.
Thefe ideas o God whichhave entered by the
hearing of the ear alone, not uufrequently produce
that repentance which necdeth to be repented of.
But“ hen Chriftis beheld by the eve of faith,““when
uc look upon him whom we have pierced, we
‘mourn ior him as one mourneth for his only

¢ fon, and are m bitterncls for him as one 1s i bit-
temd% for his firft Lorn.”

F think we may veature to fay, there 1s no man
vwho lives a holy hife, who does not alfo live much
m the cxercife of repe ntance. There is a facred
pleafure which ariles from the e: cruie of this
grace,  Nor is this pleafure at_all emhuliaflic or
irrational. A proper {ente of hLis ins places the
good man juit where he ought to Le. It tays him
11 the duft at the foot of the divine throne;  and
iurely 1t 1s highly rational we ﬂmul take our
proper place mn the creation of (o 'I'he real
penitent 1s always the {ubicCt of c-mltcd appre.-
heafions of Go I, and that man 1snot ouiv thie hume-
bl( i, but allo the happiclt. who has the molt fuit-
able conceptions of his Mz e \Vho from his
heart is di.poled to cry cut, ** Holy, holy, holy
“ Locd God Almighty, who was m,u 15, o m 5 1o
“eome.”’ \\/ho i eviry bart of divine w ()"wnp 15
enquiring 3 Wherewith fhadt I come Lelore the
* Lord, wui bowmytelf before the high God.”

V‘» cre th(' convinecd fimner v.ho{ ¢ heart 1s o-
verwhelmed with a fenfe of his euilt, to truft o

i

himlu[ Oilly, (u pair mutt certainly sufue, But
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vernor of the univerfe. L’e not only Lclicves
that ** He 1s of 1 urer eye ;5 than to behold evily
“and cin neticok upen 11‘:(1 nty:”? but hie atfo
T OIC‘ES that this 1s in) L!‘.Jhl(.,lui---.llult m the
acorabie uw‘cr‘ Wion of Lis jullice and grace, God
Las d (.Ubutd tate of exiitence wh cre \nruu. and
vice tha!l no more be mulm nded os they are 1n
'l 1s hic---where the blefivd .‘(l\r,(‘dkb of the one,
ul the guilty abettors of the other, fhall be as dif-
-ty mar Acd as thele things a re diftinet in their |

AT———~

o H\

n- ’__.
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which exhibits all the perfetlions of (xOfl m fo

1{p cusus, and fome of them m fo awful a point
of view as the tranfactions of the crofs.  Itis herel
the juftice ol Ged affumesits moft flern and in-:
flexible afpect.  Yetat the foot of the crofs, the
real believer loves to ﬁr, and contemplate bis God
1n that light \\ hich the dreadful fufferings of Chnilt
reflects u V(, n his character.

I'ke prophet Zechariauis commifiioned to uticr.
adreadiul thr:‘m n'm?‘ wher h"ms, ““Auwake O:
‘ f\‘ ord, againfl my i: ‘cph&c‘, and againft the manE

“who s my qulm fuith the Lord of holls ; {mite
«“ the {hepherd, and the he Cp {{iall bc [cattered.”
This threatning was exccuwed inthat gloemy homé
when Chrift hung upon the ¢ s1ofs, and cricd out i
the anguiih of his {cul, ** My Goﬂ my God, wlxygy
** hatt thou forfaken me.” Ine¢ 1 this feene of fuff)
fering, the good man fees nothing unworthy  off
God-.-nothing which indicates the (h‘po,xtmn of ¢
on nm)lu(' .Lm tyrant, who delights in puniihmentt
and mifery.  He contemplates God, in the whe ef
of this trar ﬁé‘ 1on, as the gicat lawgiver, htting vl
the head ¢l the intelligent univerte, and mlmlv di b
manding Irom our fubftitute, cnly that which o «
horor of Lis law required, and the rood of th
whole Lamily in heaven and vpon earth rendere

Ure.
‘There is no part of the divine adminiflration
3




mdipeniables e wehu\ s that in conm"cnce of
T“la n SIS "‘,1 of the w.\ ine diipleafire n“umt
CGod can be juil and tie M?.z{x T ol i W 0o
i)(iiuuh in Jefus.” Lt thole who make a
nock at i]n often refle@ upon this dreadful dif-
play of God’s jutlice, and ceafe to fzet themfelves
againft the gox er nn‘cnt cf God, and the gofpcl of
Chrift. Let them give over thelr valn attempts to
blend 12 one unJminguiihcd mafs, the uCUons of
men.—Totake from v irme allits luflre,and fereen
Mrom public vie P e all the deformiy ofxige When
o “mvd to fin, belore they comply, let them calt
alook to Mount Calvary, andicarn what finis, and
whet the jufd 1& oiGod enns, Lot the - r)wd man:
eurn mm and more, fo adore the jz;fhf*(, ci God ;
<belie \inf" “ut t‘m wiidom which las .,.ongat h
much good cut of thet 1:\0“ wonaerfn! cifplay of
—. (h\’l}]C‘;UunC’ made upon the crofy, wili continuce
“toprocuce the grea coit rend 1o o yateilipent .
verie even by tae c%vmal dip'av of this muz“ﬂ‘.u,l 1
“the condemnation of the wicled,
It would be a pleafimt and ecafl tofk, had we
tzme to thow how the heart of the good man, de-
drwcs pieafure from the contemplation ol all the di-
vine czimtmn% Ve have felected the juflce of
‘God merely as an czample.
YWe alfo faid love to Grl nn!)’ried 2 af?;’m;ﬂ.-'l
z(‘”fc’ univorsal ahecionce tothe divine law.  Suvs
pefus,  He whe hath my (‘msﬂ‘n.qa..zc.u,.‘:nd
Keonoh then, he it 1s whe loveth me.”  Ghe.
dienee 15 the ;glcxtt tof love., It is by this toft
that the chrittian tries his 0w {iate, and hie 1s per-
fecty willing thet the workl houn judge of hin
by the fume ¢ ntcmm Infact there appenrs to me
to be no evidence of a gracious fate comparable
© this.
Suppoied revelitions and impuifes may be
roductive of very flrong conflidence p they oy
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aifo mfiate the mind of the deccived finatic with
imlmm] By (la andd ;Adumr‘u( n, but nevercan of
themichvesi: yihe ui; 4 :mu‘(,au(n of reiious com-
fert, or ruflin God. Reiteicus abi Ghons are ver y
Cip e .{ bheing counterfe 1(3'1,“ shard frecuently
to <hftinguih the fallies ef 2 varm and ar ent meal
forGaoed and his{orvy e, [rem the rant ef entizufinim
Or }mpoummi madocis.  Mat o unifor r, hunibic

end devout waik with God, Iica!\' 2 Ianguage
which cannot be mifur (emood or lonz counter-

faited. 1 wm fulliciendy appriied, th qt there 1s
preat need to difitogaiih the priaciple fromwhence
ourobcaiereeyp 10&.&(‘3 Hypoeridy 15 hotelul to eva
Cry uptight min u,u) arnultbe inlinirely odioustoa
rghteot '”nd hoty Ged.  Ioas the heart God re-
quires in s roervice, and that obedience which is
nict hearty cannet b "‘C("P"ﬂ“l"

There is nothing refpecirg which we ouphit
10 examine curlcves more L(qucmlv or with
creater fhriemeds, {l\'mtl\c i otives we have i the

T

aangerovs nrecipice, ond fv (1 gub i his heart a
lmtc ’lm 110 \‘nw*! God. O myv fitends et
cach of us remembor v :L(zu e i,;pm cnn by the
mouth of il mh L.}u o, T o the Lovd, that is
““my nam(,and my slory will Lncigive toanother,
cither my prazic to graven mneces.” Ve !mm
G(,fi(,o'n')lulm \p‘ cf his ancicn: people, by the fame

prephet, o the foliow.ng ro norkable words

‘6

““ Ferasmuch as this p tu')ic (h Wonear e widht

“ their mouth, and with tl eir s Co honor me
¢ l:.m: have removed ther 1 art far {rom me, an
“Ohelr four wowards me 1z tavgat Ly the procep

- ——

performunce of this, or u‘ t religious ("nv VWhat-
everiscoere o be zﬁ,u*. 0L 1nen, (met L I-Im{'mg'
to Cod. What vebappy non v o uitors one ligh, 3‘
or perierms cue welion to e e notice of his [l
iow v oerlbippers, to fced their preojucices or ix.‘tt\.r
their weaknedlts, s waiking upon the vage of a

(SIS

.,
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“ ormicn; therefore T prozced to do a marv-
clions work and a \"f)m?cz‘, for the wifdom of
“thion wife men fhall pecith, aad the underftand.
¢ ing (}Fz: ir pradentmen {h i be hid,
, 1y 4] 1,1
“L H i)lJ"l C l\ ‘”-‘(‘A}'.‘ J‘ ‘(ll YO N2 it~
ie@. und nx\ ateulions, (‘(\“"‘!‘hh%hlat elt

(¥

th obey e Ux\u e 11 Clefihe hon'! IRCUT its pen-
clitv.  The good man oboys frem e cholee of
hi» heart. “fne hypocrite aefires contormity to

God’s inw, but he defives this, jull as alick man
Gelires mcdicine, not beeo ule it is agreeable, but
Leeaufe it isneceflary.,  The Chriftian de !l“ﬁbhO*
lincls, juft asa healthy mal 1d“‘n¢% fooJ mieponi-
cnt o sd rational deduction,amxd chicelly "for the rel-
1ty or tatte he has {orit,

But zz;;nin the ohedience of the good man 1S
wnversci, It extends to cvery prec cpt of the di-
vine law. K can {ay with David, I'hien ﬂr*lL

I rot be afharied swhen I bave refpeét untoall thy
commaniinents,”’

It 15 nounnfusl 1hi.h' to o= many in the worlc,
lay great (el m upon {uiwe of the com manunwnt&
Ol Gnd vitie they lnm”c ttally neglett others.
¢ ‘5 raining at a gnet aud fwalo: ving 2 Camels

Tithing mintand ::»15%:: and cuminin, and omit-
‘ting the worrhtier myatters of the law, ju ‘Jg‘nm 1,
mercy and fur 2. We will not unfrequently fee
fuch perions, a;);)a_r:.mt‘sy MUCh RS «d for the
promotion of the meck, humble, and punceabie ro~
hbxon of Cliritt, while wrath and envy and eiice
{it broodingat their h:‘:rts difturbiag theie noid.
night hours, az"l fomectimes appea ing ke ,,\,?Il '3
upon their tonucs, ‘\leC:(dH the ‘\u) 4 an’
province, 15 1o mlc well his on N howrr. LI s
;1“\". s to };f:;‘“) BT hs,"t with uil ml', N,

G MmN n t Y. l "1‘f\ ~." e ) AR
l\}] ‘11! lu t h,xu A ..‘ \ A )}t’,{u..-) 0'. k/k,n iJl

. = ' . {"'\,‘_ LY ‘

Lrs dade .f.,,n. MG are e Che i tm
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nefs, goodnefs, faith, meecknefs tem perance.”
*“ He believes, that againft fuch there is no faw;
¢ and that they who are Chnifi’s have crucified the
* flefh with the affeétiens and lufts.”’ :

The good man’s obedicence to the law of God
1s not only universal, it is alfo uniform.

Wheiher we confider ourfelves as men or as
chrittians, nothing is of more confequenrce, than
uniformeity of charaéler. To be one while as a
fluming torch, then as a frozen mountain—
now a {rong advocate for this, and then for that
doétrine, has often been charaderiftic of weak
gcod men, but alfo much more frequently has cha-
racterized the deluded fanatic or deceived enthu-
fiaft.  With David the good man faycth ‘¢ My
* heart 1s fixed, O God my heart is fixed ; T will
fing and give praife.” And again ; ** A good man
fheweth favor, and lendeth; he will guide his
affairs with difcretion, furely he willnot be mov-
¢l forever ; the righteous fi:all be in everlafling
remembrance. He thall not be afraid of evil ti-
dings ; his heart 1s fixed trufting in the Lord ;
his heart 1s eftablifhed he thall not be afraid.”

Agam, we faid love to God manifefted itle!f n
a consrant and thankful acknowlederment of ull bis
niercies, but particularly his mercees to a lost world
in Christ Fesus.

All the bounties of divine providence, the
chriflian recetves with a grateful heart, and ulcs
them with temperance and moderation.  But the
grace and leveof the Golpel, enkindies all his {oul,,
and he 1s often crying out with holy rapture.
** ‘Thanks be unto God for hisunipeakable gift.”

Is he called to advocate religion in public,
and to perfuade men to be reconciled to God thio’
Chrift ¢ The love of the Golpel is one of his mott
frequent and moft powerful arguments,  With ra-

¢

"~ & & &
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ticnal and feriptural rcprc{’cntutions, on thele fub-
je@ls, he endeavors to ensage the afleclions, and
conaucr the hearts of lus ietlow men.

Anocthervery important branchofthe chriflian’s
duty, coniits in conduéting ina proper manner to-
wards s feilow men.

Many profctied chritians aét, as though they
thought r2liginn, had muchlefs to do in 1cgulatmv
their conduét to one another, than tewards their
Maker; and that if they « abound in a&s of devo-
tton towards God, their fellow men ought to over-
look {mall 1mprmuctus in thoir conduct tow arcls
them. Such perfons have certainly greatly niis-

taken the nature and delign of the gofpel. The
real reafon, I ap: mchcnu why this futal miltake fo
frequently occurs, is, becaufe it is much ealier to
pray an hour. than to bridic our tongucs, whet

the wickednels of cur hearts may bc ur mg us to
a breach of the laws of chriitian cl A
catier to fpend a day infaiting and pr a3u, me to-
doan aét of jul h(c or declare the truth, at the ¢x.

penfe of our w or Hy interelt.  Frequently the per.
formance of 4t duty may feed our vanity and
gratily our pride, while the performance of this.
may counteract thofe purfults upon the fuccels of
which our hearts are very much nxed.

[Love to our fellow men embraces in it, the
faithful pertormance of il the duties of {ocial
life.

While many content themfclves with fiving
fine things mn praifc of mercy andjultice e 1 truth,
the good man loves mercy, does juitly, and w alks
humbly with his God. ** He \mlketh uj 11{,‘1tl3 .
“and workceth righteoulnefs, and ip\.u efa the
¢ ruth with his heart.”  He is no lels feartul of
uttering an untruth, doing an unjuit action, or ma-
liciously ‘Lumcn";;‘ his neighlor; than Le wou'd




be of taking GHd’s nf)h' name mn vain, or negiect-
ing to percforty any of thofe duties s which arile im-
medintely out of his relation 10 God,

‘There are no purfuits of human life where all
the eaergies of the mind cught to be {o mneh -
gaged, as i the aikurs of rengion,  The lubjeéts
about wlnul religionis conce mu! are atl of t‘v‘m

ofthe moit exalted and mterciting k.n(,. Indiffor-
ence here, is therelore, the gre \m marlnels, Nor
did we ever fee any {ociety or dividaal too much
c:xg.‘.f,::fl about thic momnious ¢ CORCLTNS ol anotier
Lie.  Stll, it is to be feared that muc! N oof th C re-
hmqm zeal in the workd, has forats ohe (f noshing
hct*rl tixan the augimentation of a particular party,
or the exteni Un of pecrional in{’ucnc\_. But the
ool and benevolence of the good man 1s not enne.
fined to any puhmal concesn, or pacticular fuct....
The e 1 fimily s its 0 ),W‘[ zmd the happinels
or thr whole 1ts alim. nmit voatledt, although it
miy check, cannot flep the peaceful current of
lnmx'w, it aftections which flows from a gracious.
L\.d e

Mo nreeept of the sofpel is mare congenial

withitie Doivit of Chrill, than that which commands
vsto love our encmies. This s a command ob-
Egatorv upon cll mankind,  As \ care ali by na-
fure chitaren of wrath 5 hutelland hating oncano-
ther; there are lew ef ns who have not cremies,
a1 x t e .ou n u icyw who are 'mf catled to the ¢x-
ereife of this difhcalt duty. MNone Lut the trie
Chru%m cin p(.-?z form tins duty arieht, and confe-
quenily nonc but he cen rishtly cftimate ts execl
luwv, or know mvii tsfaclion itscxerciie ihords,

‘The Apofle Pavl mentions anciher form
which {eve m our {ellow men, not nnegne
afinracs, and bas enjoined i it us oo .m;,. 1

:

V
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[ oot ]
“ who do rejoiee, and to weep with thens who
“aveep.” It oo very dificult tadi fog 1”\‘ N0A
ple to Ivimpatisic with there folow men'in diftrefs,
‘Thove wre few hearts, we peefume, fo catlous us ot
to be touched '\\’ith the artlefs tajc ol woe —inwhiceh
there 15 not feme cord which vibrates to the voiee
of reatiorrow, bm. lincerely torcjoice in the prof.
perity of one another, 15 not fo ealy.  We are teo
apt to think that the luilre and honor of our neigh-
bor, cails a thade upon us: and envy, that chiid
of he! l, frequently occupies the human brealt, and
{omctimes may take up a temporary reliden
cvenin the bolor ol a p()od nan.

Finally, the chrifin n inall his (‘oruud W x(,th-
cr towards Gaod, or s fellow men, enrlcavors to
take Chrilt as his c\amp!c How heppy muft
that man be, whole heort 1s thus formed by divine
Eracc.. . W D(ﬂ’(' nie 1s hm(;m tafh'cnorv to the
‘uutu and purity of thole doclrines, he profefies ta
have embraced. |

-

Drecions inthe fight of the Lord is the death
cf fuch a man.

Tlis reounds us, my dedr {ricnds, that the
olyject of our convening to day, was not only to
preach, and hear the ¢ hcl, !;m aio to vay our laft
heners to one of the i unts of the Lord.

The thovghts we have jult been ')zw* n g to

YOUr View rong!y apply to mc O (‘dﬁw 2 elmy ad-
drethng you at thistime; the death of that venera.
bLle mun o God, whole I’Cu‘mh‘  have heen {o laie-
v nfcred aImong us, and whefc memery 1s [o de
furvedly dear to us all,

It ("*mnot have cleaped the notice of :‘.hV of vou
who have ha cthe happincs of being perfonally ac-
m.“z.d( ,\11 thig },mt...nnﬂ 00 5 nian, that m
ﬂ.( chirncior we have Judt now boen dis i~ e of a
Lunt of the Lord, we lm( had i o cur ¢ye, n
ranay ol the rerarks, : vl onr tallx has been little

cie, than o delineate bis priaciples and conducl.



"'u*]y inftr m"k 11 the doélrines of our holy
reliotos and in'the moft effential parts of Tit terature,
Le devatcd himicll oxclutively to the work of the
niniflry.  Unambitious of the honors and prefer-
ments of thiv life, his gre: teft ambition was to be
ulcful as a preacher of the zgofpel, and to exhibit to
the world the pattern of a true Apofﬂc

[ie reccived the rudiments of his education in
Ireland, his native country, and graduated at Jerfey
College, then under the prefidency of the Rev.
Aarm Burr., He ftudied dlivinity under the direc-
tion of the Rev. Samuel Biair, Im who{o character
he always entertained the moil profoni:d refpect,
He fettied at New Providence in Virginia, and
continued unriv am(‘ in the affe¢Yicas of a numer.
ous cmd reipeétable Cfm'*rtmtion, in which he
labored nowards of forty year

In this {ituation his attvnt;r).a was direfled to
every chjcC) which could either inform or civilize
the inhabirants of that frontier ;. or which more
immediately arofe out of the dutics of his office
as a minifler of Chrift. His houfz was always open
for the reception of thofe who were enquiring what
they fthould do to be fuved.  And not untfrequent.
Iy were the m?lx of this kind {o numerous, s to
Geriand much ol { his time from his udy; inwhich
1t was 1 s wifh always to {pend a confiderable por-
tion of cvery day. But the daman ds of the en.
quiring foul were never unattended to by Lim,
hoviever low the rank or ftution of the perfon
might be s end T have the happineds to recall to the
1ccohutxon of fome % who hear me this day, the

* Many per{‘om who arc members of Pifizah churchy ard
were pxcﬁm at the delivery of this difcourfe ; were formerly
members of Mre Rrown’s congreation in Virginia.  Anditis
very reinarkable that many of the moft re lpm"h ble members of
the churches in Kentucky,were trained to piety and virtue una
der the immediate care of <his ufcful and good wman,
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allcQionate, wile and fulutary inflroélions they
have recelved from him during thele private mn-
LOTVICWS.

Having the advantage of a good education him-
fclf, he always took a hvely mterelt in the promo-
tion of litcratute ; and mm a grammar {chool which
he eftablithied near bisown houle, laid the founda.-
tion of Wathington College, Virg.

He wus not only a promoter of vital piety, a
cacher oi’ found morality, and a warm {riend to
carning, but he alfo feit that true patriotifm, which
mudt alwvays warm every virtuous befom. Ac-
cordingly when the American revolution com.
menced, he took a decided partin favor of hiberty ;
and though he was firmly convinced, that the pul-
pitought never to ke proflituted to the promotion
of political parties; vt upon this grand occafion,
he did not think it bereath him, oiten, by kis dif-
courfes, to animate his countrymen, to reiift the
claims of unlawiui powecer.

During the annual vifitations of his congrega-
tion, it was his confiant prattice to examine the
youth,not only for thie purpolcs of mftrueling tiem
in the great do¢irincs of our Loely religion, Lut al-
fo to difcover the latent {ceds of zenius ; and no de.
gree of poverty 1n the parents weuld be taken as
an apology for withholding, from fuch vouths as
were promifiug,the bencfits of aregular education.
In this way many fthining cheradlers in Virginia
were brought mto notice, from the abodes of ob-
fcurity and ignorance.

In his congregution even flaves felt the efleéls
of his unhounded Lencevolenee, and were taught
the principles of found morality and religion.

As a preacher of the golpel, few men were {0
indefatigable, or moere fuceedsful. Flaving a heart
warmed with purce and rationul devotion, anda
life formed upon the pattern of e ivine Lowd,
he flood forth 1 the cuaefe of his Matter, witha

t
1
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mixture (xfxn cknefs and Loklnels, highly delerip.
tive of the fathiul Apoftie and the good man.

Thelove of the m{,)cl was his d aling theme,
He {olt the force of this love himfelf and wastru-
ly z-n'ximm that all maskind thould fzel it r(/‘)

While Lis frength of body remuained, his la-
hors wearce umcmnmng ; nor wore ‘ht_\, confined to
the cuurch of which he lo long had the charge.
In the ‘H]U‘!.l g country thereure atthis day muny
fourithinrg churches, which owe their origin to his
fatherly care and ir;{‘(zmg frienatiip.

I connotymy Leloved friends, forbear upon this
occalion, reminding you thiat we an this quurter of
the vinge ,mfi vere biefled with fome of the laft la-
bors ef thys vencrsble me . It was cvident he
was but the remainsof wle it e once was: buthow
checriuly were thefe remains devoted to our wel-
fare, and ﬂw fervice of s God, Shail we ever
{urg,t wiithe whet carnefln da he i*:(,;i)m,‘m us to be
recos i to Gorl i PO
bedew e hus ancient ¢l LC;\‘)', 41
ﬁnws:f,.

at ict us haflen to contemplate this man of
Gcm in his more retired character, that e may
grow w e by lus}uu ept and be cncouraged DY his
¢ X0 rm

As tw I 1{’0 nd parent, maller and friend,
“he was exeeeded by none, and cqualled by fow.
It was a fuverire optnior, with him, that much of
our holv reiiy "imn («"m‘i“ tedd e the punciaal and
if,:i‘s;h{'txln.",llu ¢ oftherciative duties of hife. Ac-
coeradinely in the i arge of them all, we dnd
Fimovery confeientious and uncormendy punc.
tuad.

Phatigeod men num“:’x vaf* his* {umily,---that
the warmell wih of the chirtiian’s heart fhould be
10 f()rm s ehiidren to the ',1,"“‘“(' - of virtue an:d

pictv—"That tuch a man isoulld be a fleady aud

e,

“ ‘H“I‘“ tears

‘ Ll
11! 1.\4‘ bh;'tl ;.ul‘

(...o-n
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thithful friend, it may be thought is not extraordi.
nary ; but that a man {hould a¢t a confiftent and
proper part in the moft trying circumftances, when
“called to the exercife of charity, forbearance and
forgivenels, is not fo common nor fo eafy. Our
venerable friend has left behind himan example in
thefe. circumfitances, worthy of the imitation of
us all. For upon his tongue, and in his heart,
** was the law of kindnefs.”” He recolleted the
cxample of Chrift, ** who alfo fuffered for us,
‘ leaving us an example that we fhould follow his.
‘ fteps. Who did no fin, neither was guile found
‘in ?ﬁs mouth ; who when he was reviled, reviled-
“ not again ; when he fuffered he threatened not;
‘ but committed himfelf to him who judged right-
“ coufly.” Inall thefe circumftancesit feemed to
be a favorite maxim with him, ‘“ To overcome
“ evil with good.”” :

Finally having fupparted the moft unblemifh-
ed charatter, and devoted along life to the pro-
motion of virtue, and the extenfion of the gofpel,
he feel afleep in ah advanced age. ** Precious in the
* fight of the Lord was the death of this faint.”

- Permit me my friends, before we conclude this
addrefs, tofuggeft a confideration or two, calculat-
ed to reconcile us to death, and increafe our confi-
dence in the declaration of our text, That, ** pre-.
‘ cious in the fight of the Liord is the death of his
‘ faints.”’

This part of the fubject is highly neceffary,
becaufe we muft all die, as well as our venerable
friend, to whom we have juft bid a final adieu.

None but 2 good man can poilibly be reconcit-
ed todeath ; but the gofpel prefents to the mind of
fuch a one, confiderations which cannot fail to
rceconcile him to this event if they are realized.

The fcriptures every where reprefent the pre.

fent as a ftate of trial. (§urc~1 y we ought 1t be wil-
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fing to be difmifled from our probationary flate, if
we have alted our part well,

But this 1s not onlya flate of trial, 1t is alio a
fiate of great nrifery.” Where is the cheek that is
not furrowed with tears ? the ‘heart that has not
often been torn with anguith ? Nor are the beft
of men exempted from the calamities of human
hfe. ** No man knoweth either love or hatred by
* all that 1s before him—all things come alike to
* all, there is one event to the rightegus and to the
‘“wicked.” Although worldly profperitv thould
attend the good man, and his ~up fhould over-
flow ; yet often when he cafts his eyes abroad in
the world he has the feelings of the pious Jeremi-
ah, and is conftrained tc adopt his language.
* Oh that my head were waters, and minc eyes a
* fountain of tears, that I might weep day and
: nlight tor the flain of the daughter of my peo-

c.”

pVV hy fhould we then be fo fondly attached to a
fate of things, thus full of uncertainty aad for-
“row ! Who ever preferred the folatary defert,
where every ftep was befet with thorns, and every
hour filled up with dangers and difhculty, to the
focial city, where plenty and peace and joy a-
bound ? No one ever faw the Canaan above with
an unbeclouded eye, who regretted that he was
come to the bank of Jordan.

Again, the recollection of that reft which is
rovided for the people of God, fhould complete-
1y reeoncile our mmd to that event, which clofes
upevery avenue by which fin and wretchednefs
have been accuftomed to enter; and opens to us
the gates of heaven.

%efpcé‘ting a future ftate the word of God
gives us the only certaininformation, andfurnithes
the only folid foundation of hope. How different, the
dying language of the wifcft ancient philofopher,
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or the moft confirmed modern infidel, from that
made ufe of by the apoftle Paul, when contem.
plating death in the light which is caft upon this
gloomy fubjeét by the dollrines of the gofpel.
** Who fhall feparate us from the love of Chrif,
‘ {hall tribulation or diftrefs, or perfecution, or fa-
* mine, or nakednefs, or peril, or {word; nay in
‘ allthefe we are more than conquerors, through
“ him who loved us. For I am perfuaded, that
* neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali-
‘tites, nor powers, nor things prefent, nor
‘ things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any o-
‘ ther creature, thall be able to feparate us froin.
“ the love of God, which 1s in Chriit Jefus our
“ Lord.” And the pions Job under the moit-
prefling affliCtions could fay, ** I know that my
* Redeemer liveth, and that he fhall ftand at the
latter day upon the earth, and though after mv .
{kin, worms deftroy this body, yet in my flelh
‘ fhall I fee God, whom I {hill fee for mytelf, anl
“ mine eyes thall behold him, and not another,
though my reins bé confumed within me.”’
To the Old Tefltament faints, God was a ftrangz
God. if we compare the imperfe&t knowledge,
which they had of him, with the. fuller manifefta-
tion of himfr1f, with which thé world has fince
been favored. "~ 1t that imperfet degree of know.
ledge was fufficient to inipire Job with this ftrong
confidence, how much firmer ground of hove
have we who are acquainted with- Chrift and
his apoftles ¢

When we are under bondage through fear of
death, let us vifit the tomb where once our Lord
Jay ; and hear the Angeldeclare, ** he 1s not here
“heisrifcn as he faid ; comef{ce the place where
‘ the Lord lay.”

Did the children of [frael not hefitate to go
ftraight forward into the fea, at the eommand of 5
God, of whole power and veracity the world had
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as yet but few proofs, and fhall we be afraid' to
commit our bodies to the grave, having the exam-
.. ple of Chrift, and in addition to his example, his
gromil'e. that he will raife them up at the laft day 2

know of no confideration, better calculated to-
confole thofe ** whothrough fear of death, are all
** their lives fubjet to bondage;* than fully tore-
alize the death and refurrection of our blefled
Lord. A ftrong faith on this fub‘ie& will emable
the dying chriftian to cry out ** Blefled be the
** God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who,
** accordmg to his abundant mercy, hath begot-
ten us again untoa lively hope, by the refur-
re&ion of Jefus Chrift, from tSlC dead ; to an
inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away, referved in the heavens.””

In a word, the [criptures every where abound
with doétrines and promifes of this kind. ** Be.
hold,” fays the Apoftle Paul, ** I thew you a myf.
* tery, we fhall not all {leep, but we fhall all
be changed in a moment, in the twvinkling of an
eye, at.the laft trump, (forthe trump {hall found)
and the dead {hall be raifed, incorrvptible, and
we fhallbe changed. For this corruptible {hall
put on incorruption, and this mortal imuft put on
immortality . So thenfivheathis corraptible fhall
have put on incorrdption, and this'mortal {halt
have put on tmmortality ; thea tha'l be brought
to pafs, that faying which 1i written, death 1s
{wallowed up in vitory. O death where is thy
fting? O grave where 1s thy victery? The
fting of death 1s fin, and the ftrength of fin is
the lawv. But thanks be unto God, who giveth
us the vi€tory through our Lord Jefus Chrift.

*“ "Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye fted.
falt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forafmuch as ye know that our la-
"* bor is not i viin 1 the Lord.” Amsx/x,

THE END.
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