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A 0 mreting of the Inbabisants of New:
Jield, ont the. 41b of Fuly, 1798.

Voted—T hat the Committee for the
day be appointed to walt on the Rev.
M, BLaTcurorD, and return him the
mnks of this meetinz, for his addrefs
delivered this day, and requeft a copy
of the fame for the Prefs.

Josian L aeey, Prefident.
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. GENTLEMEN,

*HERE can be no ene prefent who re-
quires an anolagy for the buﬁncfs of
this day : and were there any we conceive
it necds none. Animated in qur country’s
saufe, and fired by the love of patriotic
virtue, we feel it to he an interefling duty
to commemorate our deliverances, to ex-
ult guder a jult fenfe of the hleffings we
enjoy, to chenfh a high {pirit of Indcpen- ~
dence, and to cultivate difpofitions worthy
our priveleges and humanity. The gratee
ful returns, thefe, to fociety and to heae
ven, for gifts {o fignal and unrivalled.

I could have wifhed, indeed, that the
part [ now take, at your :equeﬂ had been,
sfligned t fome other : my fhort sefidengs
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jn this country, and the little comparative
knowledge I have of thofe brilliant tranfs
a&ions, which made the fourth of Fuly g
proud day for America, have naturally in.

duced a diffidence, which is not leffened, -

by a rcfleGtion on feveral charaters which
compolt this aflembly ; whofe forckude,
whofe facrifices, and peifonal exertions,
contributed to raife that fair monument of
Glory, which has exc-ted the admiration
of a world, and eéncreated the happinefs of
millions ! S e

It has been trulv obférved that Liberty
istothe political body, what h:alth it to the
natural ; its énjoyment, its vigor, and its
brilliance. So far &s it is wanting, a coun-
try is diftempered and deformed ;'and where
it is totally defiroyed, a country however
gdvantageoufly placed on the greatmap of
th. univerfe, 'is but a icene of fubQtantial
mifery, a prifon of living men, ivbpte'lift‘
and freedom, and propetty, ‘every’ thing
which reafon holds dear, ‘are the contempt.

ous {port of caprice and cruelty—but here

Frecdom and Independenee have unfurled
their banners. The Conftitution under
which you live was framed by yourfelves
—=Your rulers are the obje&s of your vol.
aatary choice—Your public expénditures
gre direCted to the good of the whole, and
i}:e confcience of every individual s ¢onfe<
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nds adéquate to the exigences of ihg
dtate ; with difcouraging all foolith tatke
ing and feftings which may tend to icfen
{he reverenge due to conftituted authori-
ies ; and with 'wafclxing,' with anxious
sare, that thofe bonds are nor 'ﬁ)ackeneé
which hold fociety together. By a remifs
gonduét as'it refpedts thele high concerns
yours will be the blame, when the huri-
eane is abroad in the world, acd doing its

| glmﬂy éh‘afscd‘ with rﬁakigg the na}iom‘
u

work of mifchief, *

Tue REvoruTron which gave birth tq
your priveleges and raifed you to a diftin-
guifhed rank amongft the nations of the
world, affords many’ interefting fcenc. of
eontemplation to the patriot' and philofo.

pher, who will love to dwell upon the fub.

e&, inftra@ their offspring in the princi.
ples which induced it, and inculcate upoa
fhem the wifdum and vircae of living une
der 2 good government. oo

THERE is a fatal prejudice in favour of
prerogative, by which fovereigns imaging
themnfelves fet above the laws of ftrid equi-
ty; and which they too often uft as mafks
only, more furely to conceal and difguife
thejr ambitious views, ""Tt1s however cer-
tain that in Princes ss well as in Subjc&s,
Injuftice may-be compared to counterfeid
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rqnex which dilcovers real mifery; an
fhat part of the commiunity involved in
will feek, uaturally, as fpecdy a relief

?“Y be. .

" Your Forefathers fought it in 2 wap
Donourable to themlelves, and in the “iffu

Aitontthingly advantagecus to fociety.—
Yney feparated themfelves from their nas
tive Country—broke thro’ the conne&ions
Of their youth—braved the dangers of the
Auantic Ocean, and found an aflylum’ig
the ancultivated wilds of America. Heré
indeed they had to cultivate a fortitude
which could brook fufferings—and a min

nct to be fubdued by hardthip; bat their
frials were of a very different nature from
thofe they had left "behind them.—They
formed a focial compa& and bound thems-
felves to'each other by the facred honds of.
chriftian fellowthip. * They enjoyed ciuid.
and religious Liberty—Gop ALMIGHTY
Was at this moment marfhalling his forces,
and arranging his intiuments, to producé
the exiltence of a civilized nation formed
on a plan of rational freedom ; the fair
refidence "of bonor, truth, mercy, liberty,
and jufltice, 7 ' S

~AMIDST the many kind and generous |
affc@ions which the wife and benevolent

. L] ‘
xuthor of gur beings has implanted in oug
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‘ohﬂmmgn, thc lovc of om‘ Countr ij
&ertainly one of the nobleft and mo& ‘amis
ghla. Other paffions center often in oug

‘ewniel ves; Lrnal fuendﬂn s genérallr

ook 10 farther thay the partxcwlar GOnves
lwme of theperfons by whom they atecons
‘tracted ; but this carries along with it fuch
“tnarks of unbounded generofity and dife
fufive benevolence, which conftitute the

higheft Glory and the brighteft orgaments

‘of human nature. Your anceflais felt it

“in its full force. Diftance from their na=

tive foil tould hat fever the hond of union

;Qna length of time, rather increafed tl.an
leffened their gttachment to their ancxcqt.

bomte, Their pleafures rofe in proportica

‘as the honor of Britain was advanced.

They had joy for jts pro{perity, {ympathy

“for 1ts forrows, and arms to vindicate 1§s
'm)ﬁred rights,

- Tats prmcnple was carried dewn from

‘one Genzration to another, and the Amg-

“ucan Revolution arafe 2 waomau an
the Univerfe.

3

Trz caufe of this alonifking cvent js

‘not to be found in this country ; it muft

be foughtfor 1n the arc‘nvcs of the Britizh
Parliament.—It originated in the crocked

_policy of the Cabingt of St James' ) .
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‘TuAT .noble fpirit of Independence,
"bg'fﬁ\ made the firR fetilers of the Wil.
detnefs o tenacious of their rights, and
whichtliey bequeathed to their defcendanty

" as a legacy uf incRimable value, could ndt

“bear the impofition of an ubjuft exalion,
which in principle went to the command
of the purfe df thie éontineat without ity
confent. |

 ResMonstrances and Petitions, bumbl
yet manly, ajfellionate  yet ﬁrm, followe?
‘each othef in quick fucceflion, but neither
the towering ambition of the englith mox.
arch, nor the unjuft claims of his parlid.
ment were to be fatisfied by thefe ;' and it
‘was determined to txtort that by force
which could not be obtaintd by art.—The
fatal appeal is made, the appeal is made
‘toarms. Thefword of laughter is drawa,
and war hangs out its bloody flag !——
What a mournful reflelion have we to
‘frake, when we think of the thoufands,
énd tens of thoufands of hardy veterans
and valient youths that plunged into fcenes
of blaod and were cut off by an untimely
dzath—can we help weeping over the im-
wenfe quantity of humaa gore which im-
purpled the {eas, and dyed the earth,
to the unfpeaksble anguifh of fathers, mo-
. thers, relatives and friends.—Thofe of
Jou who bore commiflions in your coptte
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éy’s&ufeg and, marked he apid
wid wide deftru@ion of the de iroy;ng Aw.
gel, as he puifued his ;i'émqndnmﬂorfa;
gong the ranks, ran be@ Julide the.
thing. . Your ready. memory colle&s witlsy:
eafe the images of woes .loug; fince paft,,
when a dying fold'er, yielding life out in
convulfive pangs, was no uncemmoa fight
yourfelves in jeopardy of equal fate!

" Tie firuggle was fevere and long—your
bupes and fears were {ufpended on the
doubtful events ‘of War. . Your {pirits
fodfctimczs flagg’d—your courage ®ever—
gnd finally fuccefs was yours. The Gobp
or ARMIEs led you on to viftory and trie
umph ; fupported your juft rights, and ef-
teblifhed the.Independence you had avowa
ed. ‘

_ BriTaIn confounded and amazed learnt
the news of the capture of Burgoyne and
the furrender of Corwaliis, and Britain’s
K'ng was forced to yield, to your undaun
t.d refolution, the brighteft Jewel of his
Crown. |

~ GENTLEMEN, - .
~ Tue firuggles of America have exhibite
ed a firiking le€ture to the world, thag
however intimate the conneftion may be
bewwixt any nation and a virtwous people,
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GMey dtferhpt to traduce their jul righty;
will micet with a juft and (pirited eppofi.:
tion, *Hn&the Tueeefs: With whieh yoae,
arms wetd'crowned will teach wicked and
frrogaut med the venify of their éndep.!
vours to fubjugate the independent and the’
brave. America triusbphed over the irmy
of Eagland, and fhe has fulficient energy
and intlimation left to repel any infult of
fered to her honor ffom whatever goariet
Rt may come.

. Lt this be a day of univeriil gratituge,

ket our hational altars {fmoke with the
éenfe of a juft praife offcred to the friends
éf the Revolution.

* Grerer could not forgét & Solon: anff
Lycurgus too—Miltiades and Leonidas.-
Rome ¢oild buaft of Cato and of Pompey,
¢nd ¢ the Chimefe ere& triumphal arches
to thofe who promote the general happi-
fefs at home 5 as well as to the Heroes who
Brought their enfanguined trophies from
beyond the.walls of the farthereft Tartqs
fo.? |
yWn approach your fhrine, Oh, gentlé
arren and recognize in you the firft difs
tinguithed martyr 10 your couatry’s facred
¢aufe, we faw youn quit the home-fei¢
pleafures of domeﬁic peace, affume

ghe life, and with the lifc the hazard of 8
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foldier—you fell, but with ycar honopm
thick about you-—a wreathe of glory binds

your brow, and pofterity will pot forfeier
your virtues.

To Myntgomery’s themory to ¥e jult
we muft be grateful : highia the gonfideuce
#f the public, his intrepid valoyr led him
on tothe moft dangerous of altattacks—he
left behind him aa example of unbroken
- pourage, and funk amidft the havoc of pro;
mxfcqous death.

Our hearts wiil ne’zr forget the brave
wrtues of Grrem and PVoy/fer-—t'utm....
Gate: and Lincolg with all thofe dauntlels

‘warriors, whofe condu@ formed a galax!
of heroifm.

THEsE wete in the §cld.—and in the
gouncil your prefent virtuous and patriote
ic Preﬁdent held a diftinguifhed place with
Hancock, Jayand Tmmbull Frank!in and
Ml whofe greag abilities were called forth
. in unifos with the faireft defigns of n stion.

~al fervice—their eloqucnce ipcke to the

fouls of their countrymen, whilll theirvig’
orous yet mild exertions conduéted the re-

. volunou.

Bat the higheft attempts to pourtray the

- ghara@er of that diftinguithed chief, whq
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‘was the faviour of his country and the ta.
ther of American Indcpendence mutt be
inadequate to the thing. “Early taught to
Jove and venerate the man, I ufed to wily
him well beforc my mind could judge of
his defervings. The unabated férvor hath
. increafed with my years,and now Pl teach.
-y children from the breaft to: hfp tﬁe
name of W..\snmcrow. |

A"rer a courfe of glory, he has rettre*
from the walks of public life, to the privas
ey of domcftic peace : but tho’ retired he
marks with a- iteady eye-the interefts of
his country—his patrioticfire is not coafits
med by age, und at this moment We hear
. him fpeafk “Iam ready again to go forth
wizh my fellow citizens to the ficld of bat-
tle, in defcnce of the liberty and indepens
dence of my country.” [Here, a gemeral
atplaufe, wbzt_’/z’ the dmm.r bmt aﬂd ﬁﬁt

pla) ed. _]

Gsu'rx.tmmr, .

Your prefent ardor convinces me, yoo
can be grateful, and, withot a comphe
ment, l think you merit the “independence
you enjoy. “Let no rude hand deprive you
of it.—Refpedt the honeors of your birth,
right.—Your privileges are bleflings of
" o common clafs——enjoy them whillt you
hw and dymg, may you lcave: tbtm an m\-

’

Y
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slienable parrimony to all fuckeeding gexs

- CurtreaTe ' national juftice, for let us
fuppofe, fiysa celébrated philofopher, &
Kople to ‘be perfe@ly unjuft, we thall

on perceive them to be perteily unhap-
py. Reftlefs and jealous” of each other,
their conftitution will be never the fane
thing long together. Being the declared
¢nemies of mankind théy will be equally
miferable by’ the fenfations ‘which they
taife in others as by thofe which they frel
in themfelves ; ‘Being feared and hated b?
. other nations, they muft likewife fear and
hate them. *Tis not neceffary that neigh-
bouring powers thould take up arms to
fubdue them. ’Tis fufficient that each of
the iridividuals guide their conduét by the
- maxims of the flate, and ac’cotdinglg
-make ufe of évery method, tho' ever fo
deteftable, to raife themfelves upcn the
ruins ot each other ; then we fhall have
fuch a race of men revived, as formerly
fruck a terror into Cadmus, when they
fprung out of theearth, ‘2nd lived together

for no’ othér reafon but to defiroy each o-
ther. Such a fociety of men could not
fubfift, nor does sncient’ hiftory furnith
us with any exampleof this natire, what-
ever the modern may do. Beware of In-
Hidelity, fot this loofens  the cords of mar-
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sl obligation, and is the fertile pareat of
diforganization and corruption. The hap;‘
pinefs of ftates is not to he meafured by ex.
teraal grandeur and power, for no country
can b: happy without religion. Jt is @
‘dangerous expedient to throw ourfelveg
out of the ptoteting arms of God. Such
2 people may be fuccefsful for a timg in
their meafures ; defarts, forefls, even vait
feas may not be fufficient bulwarks againit
th:ir 2.nbition; and divine providence may
tmake ufe of their fury to bring his ow

judgements to pals, Yet I am perfuadi

thatin the iffucthey will be brought down
tven to the duft. Rzccive it as a certaia
maxim, ihat mene can barden their hearts

"agairy‘l Gad and pr ojj)er.'.

Cwegise union among yonrfclves,—Whe
purely Americans—-party di&!chCQ will
fap the foyndation of ypur political exifs

_ence—Be brothg(s in yirtue, in courage
and Independence-—Join hands and hearts
in the common caufe—Rally round the
venerable fabric of the goyernmeat you

‘have jourfelyes erelted—Let no foreign
finger touch it, i3 touch is deadly poifon !
ftreagthen the hands of tkofe honorable
charackers, your rulers, the obje&s of your
voluntary ele@ion; and let the world
know, that altho’ many of the veterans of

feventy-five be dead, their defcendants sge
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dlive, poflefled with a facred ambition of
smulating their fathers, whenever their
country fgall need their fervices. With
the confecrated flandard of Independence in
our hands, let us go and enjoy this day,
snd exulting tn our national fréedom, let
our fouls be filled with the moft raifed

conteptions.

¢ No trifling, trilling notes be ours,
Noble themes é!a('m nobie powets,
Obijc & immenie ! a nation freed !
. We hail the recuid, and fub cribe (he deed.
Catch it, ye winde, and bear :vom zone to z neg
And where the tale s toid, be the iame biciing

known.
The tr:umph’s facred, and th's laureat day

To future umes its leflons thail convey L'

FINIS.

A
*Gy<






