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YO THE PUBLIC.

The following Sermon was delivered and i3
publithed by appointment of the General Af-
iémbly of the Commonwealth of Virginia.

| hat it met with any favorable reception,
frcm the pulpit, was doubtlefs, owing more
to the affecting folemniry of the occafion ; to
the high fenfe which the Legiflature enter-
tained of the worth of the deceafed Grorce
WasninGgT0Y, and to their unt 1igned forrow
for his dearh, than to the merit of the per-
formance 1tfclt,

But fince they have been pleafed to requeft
the publication of it, it is fent to rhe Prefs
without: hefitation,

JOHN D. BLAIR,

Chaplain to the Houfe of Delegates.
Richmond, January 1800,
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Preactep oir the DeatH of LIEUTENANT GEa

-

NeraL GEHORGE WASHING FON, who

departed this life, on Saturday, the 141b of
Deiember, 1799,

PsaLwms, 12th Chap. 1ft, verfe:

¢ Help, Lord. f-r the godly n.an ceafetl ; for the faithful fail
from among the ch.ldren of men.”

IN the familiar courfe of human events we
are apt to be regardlefs of the hand of God,
in the ufual operations of nature, and in all
the ordinary inftances of mortality which are
prefented befire our eyes.

There i« no doubt that, upon due confide-
ration, the one of thefe would be interpreted
into clear indications of an over- ruling Pro-
vidence, and the other improved into impref-

~ five and afteéting memento’s of human frail-

ty. Through the famtiliarity of both, howe-
ver, we are {ufficiently artentive to neither.
But when the Sepreme Ruler of the Uni-
verfe makes bare hisarm by fome fignal dif-
play of his power, his fovereignty, or his dif-

. pleafure, when he vifits a city with fome deadly

contagion, or removes from amongit us fuch
of our fellow men as were eminently virtuous
' and ufeful, who had engroffed our affections,
and on whofe prefervation our interefts mates
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tially depended ; when he makes the Godly
man to ceafe, and the faithful man to fail, he
roufes by fuch high difpenfations the attenti-
on of all his creatures, and caufes thcem to
mourn under the afflictive vifitations of his
rod.

Imprefled by fuch circumftances with a
fenfe of our weaknefs and dependence, and
affeted by the occurrence of fuch forrowful

cvents, we are brought to perform the duty, ..

and exercife the privilege of nature, by put-
ing ourfelves more immediately under rhe
guardian care of Heaven, and flying for fuca
cour to the throne of grace. Hunce the im-
portunate application of the Pfalmift in the
words of the text. |

Who was the particular fubject of his plain-
tive ftrains, it is not material that I fhould
now ftay to enquire. They are applicable to |
the cafe of all good men ; for their lives are
more or lefs important to the peace and prof-
perity of this world.

On the prefent occafion we underftand their
application, alas ! too well. Never did a peo-
ple meet with fo great a-lofs as that which we
deplore. Never was there before fo louda
call for earneft fupplication to the Father of
Mercies. Never had the people of America
fuch caufe of funeral grief as that which has
brought us together to-day. The Godiy man
hath ceafed, and the taithful hath failed ;—
‘The beloved WasHINGTON is no more.
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Often do we behold the forrows of the af.
flicted parent, the difconfalate widow, or the
helplefs orphan; but in this fad inftance all
America is become a houfe of mourning, and
fignals of diftrefs appear on every fide, The
melancholy tidings of his death have deeply
atllicted all difcriptions of perfons. The ae
ged fire, and tender matron bow down the
hoary head in penfive forrow ; and the cheek
of the ingenious youth is bedewed with tears.
In this numerous aflfembly I fee fadnefs de-
picted in every countenance.

On this memorable day the whole repres
fentatives of the people of his native State, by
whofe appointment thefe funeral honours are
paid, appear in the {able badge of mourning
in teft:mony of their grief for the lofs of this
illuftrious, faithful man; and every individu-
al citizen fympathizes in refponfive feor-
YOW.

It is no wonder 5 he was the “ Heroof li-
berty, the father of his country, the firft of pa-
triots, and the friend of man.”* Great is the
worth of men of piety and virtue to every com-
munity ; but whenthefe are found to adorn
confpicuous & important ftations, it is wholly
incalculable. The Godly and the faithful
man is nct only the moft refpectable in his
private character—he is not only an honor to
the ftate that gave him birth, and to the race

NOTE.

* Mr. Madifons eulogium in the Aflembly.
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from which he {prany, but he is the brighteft
ornament, and the moit extenfive benefactor
to the world at large.

Virtue is not only neceflary to the peace
and happinels of private hfe, but it is that
alone by which a nation can rife to greatnefs,
or enjoy any lafting profperity.

This, in a greater or lefs degree, is true of
all nacions ; but to thofe which, like ours, are
blefled with free republican forms of govern-
ment, of which virrue is the leading princi-
ples, it is of ftill the greater ufefulnefs, and
the more indifpenfible neceflity. It not only
ﬂcéts upon them their greatct luﬁrc, but 1s,
in truth, their only fure defence.

When vice and licentioufnefs, by aninjudi-
cious choice, or anv unfortunate accident, ar¢
advan-ed to important and influential ftati-
ons of honors, of profit, or of power, they do
not confine themfelves within the immediate
circle of the court, but they diffufe their bane-
ful influence all around, and gradually pervade
and corrupt all parts of the community. Ena
couraged by the practice, inflead of being
fupprefled by the influence ot thofe who are
In authority, they ftalk abroad with hardy
front, until ﬁnally they triumph over the ho-
nor, the dignity, the liberties, nay, the very
exiftance of the people. Hence the faying of
the wife man in the Proverbs; « when the
wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.’

ln contraft with this, let us view the Godly
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and the faithful man, in a like fituation, and
learn hence toeftimate the infinite fuperiority
of his character, and his worth to fociety,

Walking in the ** paths of truth and grace’
he is not only himielf a moft dignified and
venerable charadter, but becomes ro orhers a
pattern worthy of all imitation. He exhibits
virtue in its native comelinefs and purity,
and from the eminenccot his ftation he fpreads
aglory around it. He recommends religion
by his example : He reftrains vice by his au-
thority. That prevails and rejoices under the
patronage of his {miles—this flies fiom his
prefence, or thrinks at hisapproach wirhall the
pufillanimity of conicious guilt. “ When the
righteous man is exalted th. people rejoice.”
In him vistue is perfonified as their 1eprefen-
tative, and to him their intere(ts, as far as
this is ncceflary, are cheartully entrufted. The
amiable excellence of his charadter acquires
their confidence, and his entegrity renders the
depofit fale,

Surely the death of fuch a man is juftly to
be regretted as a great public lofs ; and with
affecting propricty has it been made the {ub-
ject of the Pfalmift’s lamentations 1n the paf-
fage before us. Such a man, my Brethren, was
the dear friend whom we have loft,

He was well tried : he was thoroughly
proved by his country ina longand variegat-
ed life. He always held himfelf ready to obey
it’s call on any emergency, and he ever dif-
charged histruft with the utmoft fideliry. He

1 4
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entered into it’s fervice in the prime of his
life, and he continued init, with but little in-
termiffion, to the day of his deatk,

In every ftation which this great man fil-
led —in every {fphere of life in which he was
appointed to move, 1 might call upor our fel-
low citizens from one end of the continent to
the other, and with tears of gratitude they
would all bear teftimony that he invariably
exhibited the evidence, and maintained the
charalter of a ** Godly and a faithful man.”

As long as the people of America fhall con-
tinue blefled with the enjoyment of peace, of
liberty and independence, it will not be for-
gotten that next to a kind and gracious God,
who always made this country his care, they
are greatly indebted for them, to the manly
firmnefs, the unremitted exertions, and the
inviolable fidelity of GFoRGE WASHINGTO: o

Raifed up by Divine Providence to defend
the liberties and vindicate the rights of his
country, he nobly ftepped forward in the day
of her diftrefs, when opprefled by foreign do-
mination, and bleeding from the wounds in-
flicted by an invading army ; and againfta
formidable hoft, led on her little band of pa.
triots. Then did his mighty foul, which ne-
ver broeked oppreflion, exert its energy. A
fincere lover of liberty, and *¢ early accuftom-
ed to appreciate its value,” he exchanged the
cafe of domeftic retirement for the field of
battle, and fought valiantly for the pcople and
for ¢ the cities of his God.” Nor from this
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did he withdraw until liberty was effectually
fecured, and its triumphs were proclaimed
throughout our happy country.

Through many a wearifome and long cam-
palgn, and in all the viciflitudcs of war, {fome-
times profperous, and often adverfe, he was
the uniform, the faithful, and the ﬂcadfal’c
friend.

In his higheft profperity he entertained no
thoughts of ambition ; and in the darkeft and
moft gloomy hour, when the hopes of many
were beginning to fail, and they were almoft
ready to give the ﬂrugr rle for liberty up, the
fteady foul of WasninGTON, firm and unmov-
ed, animated ‘with the purcft patriotifm ; and
fixing his hopes on Heaven, was (table as a
rock. He never for a moment deferted the
all-important caufe, nor {fuftered himfelf to
defpair of fuccefs. At every hazard he re~
folved to defend the interefts of his beloved
country, or that he would not furvive its
downfall, but perifh rather in the general ru-
in.

Ifthe united voice of America did not ren-
der it unneceflary, there are, I perceive in this
affembly not a few who would be ready to at-
teft the juftice of the charadter which I have
thus far drawn.  There are thofe here who
were with him in the war, almoft from the be-
ginning to the end, who were witnefles of his
wifdom in the council and his valor in the
field— who were trained to arms in his camp,
who have often fought by his fide, and whom
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1 fee alive this day to the friendthip which
“w:s contra@ed in adverfity, and cemented by
the precious blood of many a fallen and many
a fu. .wmg patriot. Afk thefe men—afk all
ot vhis diicription, to a man, who fhall be con-
ve:.¢d throughout America, on this mournful
C- -un’mn, what tne deceafled WasHINGTON wag
he her he was always at his poftin the hour
nf .nnber-—whcther he loved his country—
w acther he was faithful to the important truft
wuch fhe committed to his hands? and read
the anfwer 1n their eves.

O! WasaingTon ! now that thou art gone,
delicacy o thy feelings no longer forbids
ft.i¢t juftice to thy merits. To thy ountry
thou cver waft a good and fauh ul fer-
vant,

When the ftorm of war was over, he took
an affectionate leave of his brave companions
in arn's, refigned his commiffion into the
h:nds of Congrefs, and returned to the quiet
walks of private life. But there he was not
lorg permitred to enjoy repofe.  In him were
concentered the valor of thc foldier, and the
wild m of the fage ; and he was called upon
by the unanimous veice of hig countrymen, to
acmim.tier the government which they had
ordaincd, to * preferve domeftic tranthty,
and p.:peruate the liberty he had contributed
fo much to acquire.  The conftiution of the
Unrited Srutes wasquite a new experiment. It
was rhe refu't notr only of their united wif-
dom ; bui of iheir muteal conceflions alfo,
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and the adminiftration of it muft of neceflity
have been an arduous tafk to which the great-
e(t experience, prudence, and intelligence a-
lone were adequate, It was in our now de-
ceafed friend that thefe qualities were in the
higheft degree combined, and on his fhoulders
was 1mpoled the mighty burdcn.  In the ca-
pacity of Chief Magiftrate, for eight years he
laboured inceffantly to promote the public
good, which evidently appeared to be the on-
1y object of his ambition.

On the fubject of politics, I am but listle
inftructed, and with it, itis ftill lets my in<
clination to intermeddle. To fay nothing
then, of the acknowledged fuperio-ity of the
beloved Prefident’s talents as a ftatefman, fuf-
fice it to obferve, that notwithftanding the
contrariety of opinion that foon appeared a-
mongft ourtcllow citizens refpecting governa
ment as a fcience, or the adminiftration of 1t
as an art: notwithftanding that upon this
fubject, brother and brother, father and fon,
were often found divided againft each other ;
yet, not the fmalleft fufpicion of Grorce
Wasnivgron’s integrity ever mingled itfeif
with any ‘difapprobation of public meafures.

In March r797, he refigned this honorable
and important office, and retired once more
to his peaceful abode at Mount Vernon, which
had long been the favorite object of his wiiha
es. His refignation was accompanied by an
affeCting token of his love, in communicating
to his fellow-citizens the refult ot his experi-
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ence, and in tendering tothem his laf* father-
ly advice refpecting their fentiments and con-
duct towards each other, and their true poli=-
cy asa nation. And then, with all the ten-
dernefs of parental fondnefs, he took an af-
fectionate leave.

It on this forrowful occafion, a place could
be found for any criticifm on his ftyle and
compofition, 1 would juft obferve that the
writings of WasHINGTON, correct without ftu-
dy, elegant without art, refemble a native
woodland flower, which difplays numberlefs
undefcribable beauties to the eye of every be-
holder, itfelf alone unconfcious of its charins.
— While his precious memory thall warm and
animate, thefe will pleafe, inftruct and edify
the lateft pofterity.

He now flattered himfelf that he had bid-
den a final adue to all the troubles and per-
plexities of public life, and that he fhould be
permitted to fpend the little remainder of his
days in peace.  But, alas ! the deceitfulnefs
of all earthly profpecis! like the Patriarch
Abraham, he had to encounter the fevereft
trial in ethe concluding {cene.

His country, alarmed by the apprehenfion
of foreign danger, caft her eyes once more up-
en her well-tried, faithful general, for her de-
fence, if the calamity which feemed to im-
pend fhould actually befal: 1 have called this
the fevereft trial, becaufe he was now far ad-
vanced in years,and his arm was enfeebled by
age. But old as he was, though he heard with
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grief, he obeved with promptitude his couna
try’s call and prepared himf(elf once more to
take the field, whenever neceflity fhould re-
quire, and buckle the armour on his weary
limbs,

In this juncture of affairs it pleafed the God
of Heaven, whofe councilsare tous unknown,
to take him from us, and releafe him from il
his labours. He called him to put the harnels
off, and enter into his reft. Whart fate awairs
our beloved country, it belongs to him-alone
who can pry into futurity, to tell. We hope &
truft in God that the olive branch of America
will fhll be regarded, and that our amtafla..
dors abroad and cnvoys extraordinary, will, by
~his blefling fucceed, in accommodauno on
honourable terms, all exifting dlﬂ'crcnces and
in perpetuating pcace with all the nations of
the earth.

But if not : if our earsare again to be affail-
ed by the din of arms, and war fhall rage, we
fhall mifs this valiant faithful man, and the
anxious enquiry in America, will be, where
thall we find another WasHinGgTON ?

In drawing the character of the great and
illuftrious, it is not the only objed to pay that
dribute to merit which juftice demands, but
efpecially to exhibit their example for the
imiration of others. With this view, permit
me to add, that our departed friend was not
only a faithful, but a Godl man. Fidelity to
his country was an ammblc and ftriking tralt
in his character ; ; but to render it complete,
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we add, piety to God. This, like the 011 on
Aaron’s robe, gives it a fweet perfume : or,.
] ke the mantle of Elijah, on the fhoulders of
Y.itha, it fpreads ma_]e(hc grace and glory a-
roundit. Such was WasHinGTON, Virtue a-
dorncd his private life, and his firft act of Proa
vidential fu:y was todedicate himfelf to God,

and eommend his country to his divine pro-
tection.  This a&t of piety made the hearts of
all good men in America glad, and they re,
jiriced under the aufpices of a chief magiftrate
who thus paid homage to the Ruler of the
Univerfe.

Bat ftill more was the piety of their gene.,
ral the ground of their confidence through the
more perilous fcenes of war. While his valor
and fortirude qualified him, above his fellows,
far the command of a patriotic army, this not
only endéared him to all the wife and virtus
ous, but made him, as they rightly fuppofed,
the peculiar care of Heaven. They were not
tmitaken. This fortified hisintegrity, and this.
fecured his camp. The valiant chief, altho’
B was himfelf an hoft, and fuperior.in courage
and conduét to the oppoﬁtc commanders, yet
knowjng 1 thu “ the battle was not always to
the ftrong,” with hiseyes directed to Heaven,
commcnded himfelf and his army to the gui~
dan::&éf infinite wifdom, and tothe protection
of our omnip~tent fhield, Thus qualified he
weat forth under the banners of the Lord of,
hofls : he fought in his" fear, and conquercd
¥n his naiac.
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¢ The firft in peace, and the firft in war,”
k¢ was a fingular example of virtue, and picty
ift both. In the humble fphere of private life,
in the more fplendid chair ot ftate, and a-
midft the confufion and licentioufnefs of war,’
this great man ‘“ walked with God.” His
heart was imprefled with the higheft rever-
cnce for his holy name, and in his prefence
the mouth of the profane was fhut.

Who of the heroes of antiquity fhall com-
pete for fame with the illuftrious chiet ?—
Alexander was vain- glorious, and fimetimes
cruel—C=far was ambitious—and the life of
Cato terminated in an act of fuicide.

But WasHINGTON was notambitious. Such
was his modefty that but for the trump of
fame, the rifing generation had not known
that he was the *“ hero of libérty” who refcu-
ed them from bondage. Guided by the wif-
dom, and protected by the power, he was allo’
refigned to the will of Heaven. Piety adorn-
ed his youth ; it rendered his ¢ hoary head
a crown of glory,” and foftened his dying bed.
His fetting fun went down unclouded and
ferene, the happy prefage of a bright fucceed -
ing day. |

~Alas ! ““ The Godly man hath ceafed, and
the faithful hath failed.” '

Heavy and afflictive is the lofs which the
people of America have fuftained by the death
of this great man. It is only in {fome meafure
retrievable by the improvement we fhall make’
ofit. Let us them, under this fore vifitatiomn,
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learn in the firlt place, humbly to acknow-
ledge and adore the hand of God. He isthe
fovereign difpofer of all events, and he has a
right to do whatfoever he will with his own.
In hisadorable,but to us mifterious providence
he has taken away our Wasimncron, and
though we cannot but mourn his lofs, yet,
fince it is the will of 1leaven, we will endea-
vour not to repine,

2. To fubflimion to the divine will, let us
add a grateful acknowledgement of divine
goodnels. God who hath taken our dear
friend away, firft gave him to us, qualified for
the moft important purpofes. The whole of
his ufeful life was devoted to the good of his
country, and he lived toa good old age. FHe
lived to perform the important work of pro-
curing and eftablifhing the independence of
Amecrica, and proclaiming liberty to all her
fons. Thro’ all the perilsand the fatigues of
war : amid{t thedangers of the field of battle,
and under the pitched tent on the cold ground
by night, the life and health of the illuftrious
chief, and ef his valiant army, were moft gra.
cioufly preferved. Many a brave patriot fell ;
butthe Gen. on whom fo much depended was
carefully protected from the ¢ peftilence that
walked in darknefs, and from the arrow which
flew by day.” Nor was he taken hence until
he faw his couatry {milling in peace, and fet-
tled under the moft excellent conftitution that
any nation on earth ever enjoyed, For all
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o thefe mercies “let the people praife thee, O
God ; let all the people praife thee.”

3 Thecharacter of the deceafed, while it
endcars his memory, thould alfo be improved
inro a fource of confolation to all who mourn
hisdeath. People of America—alff. ttiona-e
fellow-citizens of his mnative ftace, ye may
weep for yourleives ; but weep nor for Wasu-
INGToN. He retts ac length from all his la-
bours : and 1f a mantion be prepared in glory,
for piety and virtue, thither 1 tsuit he 1s gone,
and there will he thine;asa ftar in the ferma.-
ment, for ever and ever. *¢ Blefled are the
dead who die in the Lord.” »

4 ‘ufter me io recommend the example of
our departed friend, to the imitation of his
countrymen. It is dignified and lovely, and
fhews to what perfe¢tion human  nature
may arrive. Inthis, although he is dead, he
ftill fpeaks to us. Ye youth of America, the
hope of your country—ye rifing parriots of
Virginia. learn that to be truly great, you
muft be fincerely good.

Who will now fill the ptace of the American
chief ? The expecting eyes of ycur country
are turned upon you. She will have need for
you, in the cabinet, at lealt, if not in the ficld.
It you would be¢ prepared to do her fervice,
fludy the character, cultivate the virtues, and
follow the example of your WasHiNG ron.,

5. Finally, let us improve this folemn occa-
fion, by ferious reflcctions on our own tenden-
cy to the dutt, We have here no abiding cley.
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“ [t is appointed to all men once to die,’” and
the tempie ot this bady will foon be diffolv-
ed. Letus applytothe redecemerofthe world
for- pardon, and falvation. ULet us implore
the affittance of divine grace that we may « fo
number our days as to apply our hearrs to
wifdom.” Let us cordially imbibe the prin-
ciples ot piety, and fteadily purtuethe practice
of virtue ; fo that when this ““ eartily houle
of our ;abernacle fhall be diflolved, we mav
have a building ot God, a houfe not made with
- haads, ecernal 10 the Heavens.,”—AMEN.



