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ON account of the perturbed stite of
the city, and the emigration of a great number
of the iababitants, in consequence of the expected
presdlency of the Yellow-Fever, at the time of
Dr. Suire’s death, some very desirable, and
otherwise, indispensible attentions, appertaining
to &is funeral obsequics, were necessarily omitted.
Amangst these, the solemnity of public religious
servise, and part.cularly of an address adapted
10 the affecting event, was deferred, until that ca-
lamity should bave abated, and the people of the -
congregation returned to their respective babita-
1108S$. |

This service was attended to on the time ap-
pointed by a numerous assemblage, not only of
the: congregation, but of persons usually wor-
shipping in other cburches ; who, on the occaggon,
- very cordially and sympatheiically united with
thesr Ghriszian brethren in the mournful offices
of the day. R

Tbe discourse then deliveredsis now published
a: the desire of the congregation, in the most res
peciful manner expressed. And it is the earnest
prayer of the author, that it may contribute, at
once, to ¢beir edification und comifort, and to the
real benefit of cvery individual, into whose hands
it may fall. )
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came, and faid, Lord, thou deliveredft untb me two talents
behold, I have gained twa other. talents befides them. His
- Lord faid unto himy W ll”, good and faithful fervant ;
thou haft beea faithful over a few thmgs, I will inake thee
ruler over many things : enter thou into the joy of thy lord.

Then he which had received the ona talent came, and faid,
Lord, I knew thce that thon art an hard man, reaping where
thou haft not fown, and gathering where thou haft not ftraw-
ed: and I was afiaid, and wept and hid thy talent in the
carth : lo, there thou halt that i is thide, His lor& an('were&
and faid unto him, T3oa wicked and Bothful fervant, thou

Yneweft that I reap whee T fuived na, andl puther where §
have not ftrawed : thou oughteft therefore to have -put uy
money to the exchangers, and then at my coming I fhould
have received mine own with ulury, Take therko‘:e‘hg ta«
lent from him, and give st unto him which hath ten taleuts..'
For unto every’ one that hath fhall be given, and be fhall

have abundance : but from him thit hath not fhail be taken
away, even that which he h. h. And caft ye the unprofita-
ble fervant into outer dar kreix: <here M bo- weepmg a.nl
gnafhing of teeth.” .

T0 you, my brethren and friends of
this Congregatian, who have been fo well i m-
firu@ed in the myfteries of the kingdom of Heav-
en, it will not be needful to explain the nature,
the origin, and the utility of this parabolical forth
of inftrution. It will moreover be mexpedlém:
at prefent to fpend time in-developing the vari-
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ous inftra@®ion comained in the parable, which.
we have read ; or in pointing out the proper and -
diftin® application of its feveral allufions. Suf-
fice it in general to obferve : that its main inten-
tion is, to remind us of the great importance of
preparing for our future account, whether at death
or the final judgment, by a diligent improve-
ment of our gifts and powers in the fervice of
God. That part, however, on which I fhall more
efpccnally mﬁﬁ, is in thofe words of encomiuin in
the 2xft verfe : |

< Well done, thou good and faztbful servant ;
“ Thou bast been faztlgfal over a few things ;‘:‘
[ will make thee ruler over many things:
-« Enter thau into the joy of thy Lord.”

My Frienbs,

MOURNFUL as is the occafion of the prefent
fervice afligned me, it is, neverthefs, with a de-
gree of fatisfaction, though conicious of great in-
‘competency, that I now undertake it. = It is pleaf.
ing to have it in my power to exhibit a teftimony,
fo public, of my own particularefteem and affec-
tion for your late deceafed Paftor, my worthy
kinfrnan, azud brother in the chr.tian miniftry.
It is mare pleafing ftill, when i confider this atten.
tionof the dayas, on your part, a highly decent und
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grateful atknowledgment of your juft eftimatiod

“of his fingular merits; and, at thefame time, asa to-.
ken of your piousdefire, thatthe memory of his vir-
tues, afterhisdeceale, maybe, irili*-e maner, bene-

ficial, asweretheirnumerous andexemplary ener-

gies, whilehe was yet prefent amongftyou. Happy
I know, you would have been, had circumf{tances
at an earlier period, admitted this demonftration,
by you fo defirable, and fo well merited by him.

We bow down in humble adoration of that fove-
reign Providence, which precluded the wifhed-for
advantage ; and which marked him out, as one of
the firft viGtims of that fatal diforder which fpread‘
fo much alarm and mortality throughout this c1ty‘

But, though months have elapfed fince his deceafe,
the regretful im oreﬂions thereby occafioned, have

not fincebeen erafcd {from your minds. In your af-

feftionate hearts, though dead, he ftill liveth; and,
in your lives, we truft, his inftruttions and exs
ample will never die.

That what at this time fhall be f'aid, may in
fome meafure, co-operate with, and promote their
iniluence, is, 1 doubt not, your earncft defire, as
well as my own. For this with hearts united,
let us look up to Him with whom is the refidug.
of the Spivit ; that, while I fpeak, and you hear,




We miay be favoured with all requifite aids of his
heavenly grace. -

But, who, my friendsl,. is that « good and falth-
ful fervant,” whom his Lord, when he cometh,
will thus, as in the paflage fuggelted, delight to

honor.

Servant. of God we all are. Would that witl
equal truth it rmght be faid, that we all were hig
good and faithful ferva.nts. He made us, and
not we ourfelves.' He made us for his fervice,
and not our owni. Before we can ceafe to be h:s
fervarits, we muﬁ teafe to be creatufes. To dif-.

own, in what manner foever, this hatural pre-
dicament, ruxdto witithold the duties it involves,

is an inftancé of condut, the moft diforderly;
and the moft prefamptucus. It is an arrogant
and impious affsmpticn of 4n independence, in
finitely foreign from the proper flate and obliga-
tions of a being, who hath received hig all from
him, who made him: |

We are likewife his fervants in virtue of the
grace of redemption ; that grace by which, when
we had renounced the obligations aforefaid, fub-
je&ted ourfelves to the fervitude of Satan and fin,

and became obnoxious to itsruinousconfequence,
B
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both in this life and that which is to come “ he
recovered us to a lively hope” of dcliverance by
Tefus Chrift, our great mediator. New-founded,
accordingly, and confirmed, by this grace as thofe
oblirations have been, the criminality of their
tranfereflion hath arifen to a meafure enormous;
a meafure, furpafling even the utmoft reach of
human conception. Yet {uch is the criminality
of all, who are not the good and faithful {ervants
‘of God. Of all fuch the habitual, at leaft implicit,
lanzuage of their hearts is; ¢ that they will not
have the Lord to reign over them.”

. The good and faithful fervant is he, whe, from
due convition of the evil of tlis fentiment and
conduct, hath penitently, and with determinate
_choice, returned to that fervice, which he had de-
ferted; and who, fincerely and folemnly, hath
devoted Limlelf untoit. This is indifpenfible in
thé firft inftance. The fervice of God is an in-
tellicent {érvice. It is founded in a juft appre-
henfion of its reafonablenefs and its utility, and
of the guilt and fatal iffue ot the contrary conduét.
. And from its nature, as well as the exprefs in-
firuttions of Heaven, it requireth an unreferved
and iormal dedication of ourfclves unto him for

the purpole.
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The pood 2ad {:'thiul fervant performeth the
duties afli sned him, not only with a mind barely
confeniing, but, s far as may be, and in. all re-
fpccts, in that manner, and with that fpirit, which

.
+

beit accordeth wita the diro€lions of the facred
wozd ; or, which, from that information, he juft-
Iy conceives to be moft agreeable to the mind and
will of Lis heavenly mafter. He ferves him from
a fuperior and governing refpeét to his excel-
lence, authority, iatereft, and glory. To love
the Lord h's God wiih all his heart and foul and
firenth and mind, ke confiders as the proper and
infeparable ingredicnt of every act of acceptable
fcrvice, he couf ders this principle as tie fum of
tue whole moral and chriftian law, and, detached
from this principle, he deems every form of obe-
dience, hew [piendid focver, and apparently felf-
deaying, to be at beft, no better than founds with-

out meaning, or a body without fenie or power
of motion.

He ferveth likewife, from a principle of faith
unfeigned, and a firm reliance on the truth,
fidelity, and various grace of his Lord. He hath
devoted himielf, with all his faculties and gifts,
to Godin Chrift Jefus, the Saviour of men. It is
enly through the mediation of the Saviour, that




12

he prefumeth on the acceptance of his perfen, or
any part of his fervice. It is in virtue of light
and aid from him derived, that he accomplitheth
any form of duty with defirable eflet. And it
is from a fenfe, nat only of the fuperior excel-
lence of the fervice itfelf, bur of his high obliga-
tion to the grace of his Lord, together witha
fixed confidence in the power and faithfulnefs of
God to verify in uvltimate effet, every promife
annexed to the fervice, that he is prompted to
zeal, to diligence, to punctuality, and to perfe-
verance in the whole of its courfe.

He maketh his mafter’s fervice the objet of
his principal attention, and his greateft delight.
This is the natural expreflion of that governing
‘faith and love, we have mentioned. The fer-
vant, who, only occafionally as it accordeth with
his changeful humor, or who, without fenfible
pleafure, fets abeut his mafter’s bufinefs, is far
from being true and faithful in that bufinefs.
But, he, who loveth both his mafter and his maf-
ter’s work, who above all things, defireth his ap-
proBation, and confideth. as aforefaid, in the en-

couragements he hath given, will apply with uni-
form zeal, unwearied diligence, and fuperior en-
Joyment in whatever he hath been pleafed to ap-
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pointhim. It will be ¢ his meat and his drink,
to do the will of his heavenly father.” And, in
doing this will, “ his heart will be fixed, trufting
in the Lord.” He 1s not, * as the double-minded
man, unftable in all his ways;” but, as the
apoftle direfleth, it is his conftant and cordial
aim to be « fledfalt and immoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord;” and this,
in well grounded aflurance, “ that his labour fhall
not be in vain in the Lord.”

The good and faithful fervant, moreover, is—
above referves. He maketh no exceptions to
the will of his Lord. On the contrary, he aim-
eth in all things, in every circumftance, and with
the proper application of every advantage afford-
ed, to do whatfoever he fhall find to be incum-
bent upon him.

Referve, in this cafe, whether exprels or im-
plicit, is wholly inconfiftent with chriftian in-
tegrity and honor, it is wholly inconfiftent with a
fupreme and entire attachment to our mafter and
our mafter’s caufe ; and it always betrays an ef-
fential defe® in the confidence required.
“ Then” faith the pfalmift, ¢ fhall I not be
athamed, when I have refpet unto all thy com.
mandments.” It is by doing ¢ whatfoever our
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Lord hath cor manded us? that we'can be known
to be his true and cordial fervants. “ To deny
ourfelves and take up our crofs,” is the diftin-
guifhing term of chriftian difciplethip. And, to
the good and faithful fervant, no fervice is too
hard, no facrifice too irkfomne or fevere, if there.
by he may but promote the intereft arxl honour
of his Lord, conciliate his favor, and finally par-
take of the promifed reward. |

]

And laftly; He is the good and faithful fer-
vant, who thus perfevereth unto the end. Itis
not for any limited or uncertain time, that he
hath engazed in a fervice fo excellent and fo ad-
vantageous. And well he hath confidered, that
it is oaly he, “ who endireth to the end, that
fhal! be faved;” elpzcially from thz confequen-
czs of unfaithful and oaly temporary fervice. A
defeion, oa any account, and at any period of
tune, implieth & depreciation of its importance,
and of the oblications which bind us unto it, in-
compatible in the higheft degree, with the cha-
rafter of geauine fidelity and goodnels. But,
when thefe principles prevail, the fervice of God
will be hell in elimation, and purfued with |
continuince, correfpoading, in fome fuitable
me.iure, with its cealelcls obligation, the excel-
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Jence of its nature, and the profpet of its glori-
ous iffue.

Such are the principles, and fuch is the cha-
rater of the good and faithful fervant, whom his
Lord, when he cometh, will delight to Lonor.

Thele, my friends, are not indeed the princi-
ples, nor is this the charatter, which the world
will honor with its higheft eftimation. The men
of thefe principles, and of this charalter are not
the men, who bid faireft for the friendthips, the
dignities, and the applanfes of the world. Yet
thefe men are the truly, thefe are the only ¢ ex-

cellent of the earth.” The interefis they purfue,
are the only interefts worthy the purfuit of a great

and mnmortal mind. In the greatnefs of their
minds, in the purity of their fentiments and
aims, they live zbove the world, and all which
the world calls great and geod. And what
though, in this their unenvied and elevated
cour'e, they have many imperfe&tions to grieve
and deprefs them ; many oppofitions to ftrugyle
againft ; many misortunes, infirmities and pains,:
and even death itfelf, to endure; yet, oh, how
happy withal, and how glorious is their lot!
Their great, their affe&tionate Lord, whom they
{erve, though abfent for a time in Lis vifible per-
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fon, is éver near them in {pirit; ahd frequerit
are the earnefts, the heart-exalting and heart.re-
| frefhing earnefts of his favor, they meet with on
their way. He will not fuffer themn; moreover,
Io;n,@fg;~ to toil unrewarded. In due time, he will
clof: their earthly fervice. He will clefe it with
horiors, and forms of felicity, becomins “his
groatnefs, and the dignity of their aims and hea-
venly profpefts. He will clofe it with that
comprehenfive and diftinguithing encomium, -
« Well done,” ‘or, as more properly rendéred,
«“ Bravely done, thiéu godd and faithful fervant.”

From: what hath been faid, our hearers at onee
may fee what thofe properties are, which eflenti-
ally mark the genuine Chriftian and the truly
good ‘man. - They -may likewife - contemplate
thofe qualifications, which are moft fundamental-
ly requifite in the chara&ter of an-approved mini-
fter of the kingdom of heaven. And it is pre-
fumed that in the portrait, as we may call-it, you
have been tracing the refemblance of ycur late be-
loved and worthy pafior. And this, as we hope;
not without fome fincere and pious defires to copy
the charater, and as far as may'be,'to make it
your own. o

4 ~ .




- Undet this view, as well as from due refpet;
to that charalter, I prefume on yeur indulgence;
while I farther dilate on it with references and.
application yet more particular. Wearenatural-
ly difpofed, though with gratification as mournful
as pleafing, to reflett and dwell on the merits of
our d°parfed friends ; and fo prone is our natire
to indifcririnate refle@ion of this kind, that ever
envy hath fonietimes been known to fpeak well
of the- dead Iam awaré Lowever, that encomi-
ims of this kind are by forhe regarded as n: erely
fadtitios  or, at Jealt, as reprefentatwns far ex-
ceedmg the life, Douthefs, many inflances of
fiotorious partxahty have glven occaﬁon ibr thiis’
unﬁvorable fentiment. a

3

4

But in the prefent mﬁance, I furely may fpeak
with freedom for I fpeak before thofe, who have
had the beft advantages for ’knowing the mén.
And who indeed, that hath heard of the deceale
of the Rev. Dr. Jokin SMITH, knoweth not, that
“ 2 great rhan ha.th fallen in Ifrael.”

He was eminent in point of chriftian princi-
ple and chriftian converfation and conduét. He
was eminent in point of hatural intelleGtual abili-
ties. He was eminent in point of knewledge

C
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ot boman and divinte. 7, And with all thefe en.
dowments, he was eminently qualified for the fa-
cred office, which he fuflained, and the feveral
departinents in whxchhe bad been mﬂed to.
fem SRS

" He's was a fervant whom our common Maﬁer
and Lord had tbought fit to entruft with many
talents aud to the ufeful mcupatxon ‘of thofe ta.
lents he was divinely called in very early life.
Born of parents, dxﬁ:mgmfhed by their piety and
parental virtues, it pleafed God, not mng after he
had emerged ﬁ'om childhood, to co-operate in a
very effetual manner with their inftru&tions and
cxamPle, and to imbue his heart with a very fpe-~
cial and abiding fenfe of rehgwn and eternal con--
cerns. By this means, he was happily guarded
frq;n ;hofe vicious courfes, which too frequently
prevent the improvement of youth, and fome-
times entail on them an ufelefs, if not a worfe than
ufelefs Life. Of courfe he grew up, at once, in
ftature, in knowledge, and in heavenly grace.

" The rudiments of literature he acquired under
the immediate infpetion and tuition: of his fa-
ther ; a father, whofe piety and. public affetion
did not fail to avai] themielves. of: the hopeful in.
clinations of the youth; and to.dire& and prompt,
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him to_fuch ufe of his acquiremer+s, a8 ‘aculd be
moft conducive te the interefts of -umanity and
the honor of his great Redeemer. Kis progrefs,
accordingly, not only at this period, but thréugh-
out the whole courfe of his acadenncal ftudxes,
was alike expeditious and promifing. 'And it i8
worthy of obfervation, that partly from a hatutd}
firmnefs of mind, and ;Sartly from a clear 2t
deep convilion of duty, he was feldoth or never
known, thougli' of a difpofition remarkably cheért
ful, and prone to focial erfjoyment to0’ be drawh’
into any form of fnvohty or’ diﬂipanon mtompa
tible with the firiteft chriftian integrity. * With
him, it was an eftablifhed maxim, frequently éx-
prefled, and uniformly afted upor, as well in ear.
lier, as more advanced hfe that, in 2 moral and
religious fenfe; there were but two charatters on
earth + either lovers of God, or lovers of the
world. Of the former of thefe, it was his habi.’
tual aim to exhibit a temper and deportment, both
pointedly amd obkuﬂy expreflive.  Yet fuch 7
was the enlichtened candor of his heart, that"’
e always difapproved of that blind rigidity and
rathnefs, which would pronounce mdxfcnmmate-"
ly againft the upnghtneis of tho{'e, who, in mﬁan.
ces, either indifferent, or in themfelves innocent,
orto ‘him debious, ¢condutted in a tmanner differ-
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‘ent frem that which more ftritly accorded with
his own conceptions of chriftian propriety.

- From thefe promifing appearances it may
well be fuppafed, that his trials for the miniftry
and admiffion to the facred office were accom-
penied with rather unufual approbation and
hopes. How far he jufhﬁed thofe hopes and that
approbation, yeu of this {ociety well know ; and
thofe indeed of every department of the church 1n
- which he officiated.  Of the many talents he pof-

fefled, he fuflered none, whofe ufe might contri-
" bute withe great end of his minifiry to rcn\nail‘.a
unoccupied ; and well it is known, that he ufed
them with a zeal and addrefs even fingularly ar-
dent, pointed, and forc1b1e. |

By this means, he was admirably ﬁtted and
feemed to be deﬁgned for fingular ufefulnefs.
"And with fingular ufefulnefs his glorious Lord
‘was pleafed o honor him. Tn the earlier ftage
‘of his minifiry, in the flate of Virginia, he was
a principal initrument in promoting an unufual
religious attent'on. Ana of this extraordinary
concurrence of Heaven with his labors, many are
“the precious fruits, which remain to this day.

How far, in hh:manner, he fucoeeded in this
department of the chriftian Vineyard, it might be
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thought fuperfluous toadd. Thusfar,however,we
cannot help obferving; that his official inftruc-
tions, both public and private, were fought after,
and attended to by multitudes of people, both of
this and other focieties ;* and that too with very
great avidity and eventual profit. That his me-
rits as a preacher and paftor endeared himtoevery
individual. That his fervices were highly bene-
ficial in quickening and eftablithing many feri-
ous chriftians, and in prompting many others to a
folicitous attention to the things which beleng to
their eternal peace; and, in fine, in rendering
this congregation. one of the moft refpectable and
flourithing in this populous city.

~ His attainmentsinfcience, andvanous branch-
es of learning recommended him to the fuper.
intendeney of a very important {2minary for the
inftruétion of youth in the ftate aforementioned.
His celebrity, likewife, in thefe procured him
thofe fuffrages, in- confequence of which, under a
convi&ion of duty, and with the confent of his
Brethren, e refigned his former eftablifhment in
this church, and affumed the prefidency ef a col.
" lege in the fiate of New-York. In thefe depart-

" ments, whilft his connexion with them continued,
. he acquitted himf{elf with great approbation, and

!
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very obfervable fuccefs. The fludies of Thealogy,
hdwever, and the various attentions mors imme-
diately attached to his facred office, moft warmly
interefled his heart, 2nd were his predominant
delight. For thefe, even during his academical
engagements, he would improve, zs far as he con-
fifiently could, every opportunity, which Provi-
dence appeared to offer him. And, though the
energies, particularly of his public addrefles,
were often injurious to his bodily frame, yet, no
perfuafion could prevail upon him to fpare him-
felf. It was his joy and his glory to “ {pend and
be fpent” in his mafter’s caufe.

Blefled with a2 memory uncommenly reten-
stive, and aided by a fuperior relifh for {criptural
information, the landuage of the facred oracies
was at all times familiar tohim. This was ma-
nifeft by his great ability and aptnefs in * divid-
ing the word of truth.”” In coniequence, how
unexpetledly foever, he might be called to dif-
penie that word, he could “ bring out of his trea-
fure, things both new and old.” How clearly
and fully was he wont to explain his fubjet!
With what. irrefiftable argument would he con-
firm the truth! With what admirable dexterity
would he accommodate it to the flate and cha-
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raters of his audience ! With what p:rﬁ:.aﬂgn
would he move the heart! With what ,lgmiéqusz._
force would he arreft and firike the conlcience !
He fpoke like one, who knew the worth of fouls. |
He fpoke as a meffenger from God to perithing
immortals. He fpoke as impelled by the pow-.
ers of the world to come.

In his vifitatians of the people of his charge,
which he confidered as 2 very 1mportant branch
of the paftoral fervice, his ccuverfaiion was, at |
once, familiar, interefting, edifying and perfua-
five; and, at the fame time, with ﬁii:h_pious and -
happy addrefs accommodated to their feveral
charallers, ages, habits, and improvcuicms, as
promifed with the blefling of Heaven, the maft.
defirabsc aventual fruit. But more efpecially did
this felicity appc.. on thofe occafions, when he-
was prompted by fentiments of more ferfible
fyrmpathetic affeCtion in the houfes of mourning,
or in the chambers of ficknefs and approaching
mortality. |

- And hérc, it is with equal plcafﬁre, and mﬁﬁ.
dence I add, that his fedulity and zeal, in his.va.
rious official attentions, was not * as the cloud or

the dew of the morning, which foon pafleth
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away.” Inftead of diminifliing, it veey ajipareitt:
ly increafed with the progre{s of time and cir-
cumflance: This was inoft remarkably obvious
during the period of his latter miniftrations in
this fociety. As the fun in its afcenfion aug-
menteth its loftre, until it hath reached its meri-
dian point ; fo the courfe of this fervant of God
“ fhone brighter and brighter” to its deftined
abforption “ in the perfet day.”

- He was confcientioufly pun&ua] in attend-
ance on the feveral ecclefiaftical ]udxcatures,
with which he was conne@ed. To his condu&
iz thefe, the Prefbyterian Church of the Unitex(
States is much indebted. His wifdom, modera-
tion, and clearnefs of conception, added to a hap-
py facility and pertinence in fpeech, 2 force in
reafoning, and a well known and approved zeal’
for truth and duty, contributed to render his
coundels always we'ghty, and for the moil part,

decifive.

But not in his public life only, was he diftin-
guithed as a good and faithful fervant. In pri.
vate life, though lefs to obfervation expofed, he
was not the lefs faithful and good. Here his
manners and conduét were not the refult of con-
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" fitutional good temnpef alone; nor of preferips

tions founded alod® on thé maxims of expericnce

or natural reafon: They wWere, likewife, the fruits

of benevélence « of benevolerice enlightened, €x:

alted, and punﬁedbythegraoe of the gofpel. A

view to the fetvice of his Lord was uniformly -
and in difcrimi ely connefted with every pri-
vate and focial duty: o o

fefing. His deportment was eafy and feriouc
yet agreeably animated. His temper wes calm
and accommodating ; - yet,@s his principles, en-
lightened and fteady. His convetfation was; at
vnce, intructive and entertairing. Wzth his
friends, indeed, he was often‘ﬁcetio\té, ind fome-
times witty ; yet never, in his moft unreﬂramed

indulgences, would be violate the claims of

eifian decorum aad prudese

in his difpofition he was generous and_Jibe-
val; compaflionate to the fick anda fliGed;; and,
as his ability admitted, he was always the poor
‘man’s friend. In the tenor of his condud, in-~
deed, he manifefied a noble indifference towards
_earthly things. o

. N . ‘v
. * ¢ . . . ¢ P . - - . . o . L veam ® ‘.' Q
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*As 16 his moral and relig
. whatever clafs, he, was not o

g principles of

R
AT

i well informed, -

* but his feritiments a.nd, cohdué't relanng to, or

faunded upon them, were highly and Judxcmuﬂy
c,ulturad and, as oc,caﬁon required, always ad-
vmtageouﬂy expncﬁ'ed In thele he was firm;
but riot -blindly rigid; firicdly confiftent ; yet
candid, and ever open to_rational conviftions.

A8 4 iﬁeﬁi he whas wiarm, {imcere, and fled«.

faﬁ é(jualli ifitott from oftentaticus profeffion,
snd fiom preearioas humour.  Hig approbation

| mnoteaﬁlygﬂned Mr,whengamed,wasxt
éa.ﬁl‘ylbﬁ | : \

Asa hu{band, he wsa aﬂ'e&xonate. and kind,
| As B father, he was prudently indulgent and ten-
dcr. In this latter relation, while he concxhated
 affe@ion and allured the filial freedom, he at the
fame time, commanded a becoming vcneratxon

| Who, in thort that knew him, would not be
ready to fay ; Happy the family over which he,

prefided! Happy the man who was favoured

with his friendfhip ! t And more happy the people

‘whofe heavenly interefts were his pecliar care !
He was a public blefling to the church. He was

~ honor to the pedple of his paltoral charge.
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He was an o ept to the chriftian and the
minifterial pyw . As the great aPofﬂe of
the Gentiles, he “ magnified his office.” He
fpcke as he believed, he pradtifed as he fpoke.

Ie lived the good and faithful fervant. He died
in the Lord. And his works have followed him.

Where then, and in what fituation are we now
to contemplate our dearly bzloved and departed
friend ? For me, as when on the firft information
ofhis exit from this world, my thoughts pariued
him, with his attendant angels, to the manfions
of his Lord : fo, until this day, hath the me]ody.
of that celeftial plaudit been vibrating in my
ears :—* Well done, thou gocd and faithful fer.
vant, thou haft bécn faitiful overa few thinge ;
I will make thee ruler over many things : En:
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” '

If, as webehevc, there was joy in Heaven,-eq
occafion of his early repentance, with what ex-
ulting and triumphant félicity, muft he hawe
‘there been .received, at .the .clafe of a life and
dervice fo -holy, fo uniform, fo -energetic, fb
¥ittorious, .and fo fuccefsful! And with what
unkmewn rapture, yet iowly confidenee aud-biifs
JSercne, muft be have approached that hgavenly
prelence! The prefence of him, whem having
pot fcen, he loved; and in whom, though he
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faw him not, yet believing, iced with Joy'
unipeakable, and fuil of ¢ " Now he fees,
now he enjoys to the full, all that, and incon-
ceivably more than all that, which by faith, he
beheld, or, in hope, he defired and looked for
before, ‘

Theugh many and diftinguithing were the
talents he improved while here, they were few,
and of fmall confideration, compared with that
glorious furniture, he now pofleffeth : Though
wide and important his field of fervice while here,
it was low and confined, in companfon with
that high, extenfive, and majeftic department, in
which he is now employed. His infinitely
munificent Lord, hath naw made him ruler
over many things. Having proved him faithful
in a few things, and in an inferior truft, he hath
preferred him to 2 higher, and fet him aver many
-things. This exalted fervice, my friends, with
that « exceeding and eternal weight of glory,”
to which it is allied, is that * joy of his Lord,”
into which he hath'entered. It isno other than
the joy of-a God. Oh, haw rich, how refined,
how innobling, how every way tranfcendent,

mult be that joy !—It is joy, which conflitutes,
- the happinefsand glory of the great Redeemer,
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.- It is joy of jibort fo immenfe and invaluable,
‘that for the§ ment of it, he endured more

hardthips and forms of ill-treatment, than ever
fell, or can fall to the lot of any of his fervants.
Into that joy hath this his fervant fo entered, as
to be abforbed, as it were, and fwallowed up in

it ; fo abforbed and fwallowed up, as to e for-
ever, and entirely fecure from even the flighteft
intrufion of a thought, a fentiment, an event, or
circumftance, which might create the {malleft
alloy, I B

It is indeed but little we know of that ftate of
exiftence; and of the order of things, which pre-
vaileth in the world of departed and glorified
{pirits. “ The eye hath not feen, the ear.hath
not heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of
man to conceive, the great and good things,
which God hath laid up for them that love and
obey him.” It ig enough for us to know, and it
is an unfpeakable pleafure while here to know,
that there, beholding him as he is, and immedi-
ately communing with him, wc thall be like him
in all that perfeQion of knowledge, of felicity of
dignity and glory, which is compatible with our
.inferior nature: That we fhall enter. mto, and

~with unmingled fatiety ‘partake of his oyn im-
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weafurable joy : Thatweﬂmilhc.qmployedm& ‘-

much nobler and more enlargad&re of holy
and beneficent alivity: That our gifts and

powers, both natural and fpiritual, (as now we
diftinguith them) fhall be exceedingly augment-
ed for the purpole : And that other facultics, in
all probability, confifting with the ndture of hu-
manity, fhall there develope themfelves, and
emerge into joyful and vigorous action ; facul-
ties, of which, in this our inferior flate, we have
neither ufe nor concention; and faculties, fuited

to the fuperior nature, condition, and adjufiment

of things, with which we fhall then be converfant.

In ‘this fuperior fituation, thofe who beft knew
him, will now contemplate him as in his proper
‘and -peculiar element ; in a flate of {ociety, of
Févice, of knowledge, -of power, and of enjoy-
mment, correfponding with that highly informed
Apiritual tafte he poflefled, and was wont to ins
-dulze while here, and -to the fuperior elevation
and dignity of his profpelts and aims. And,
while thus we conternplate him, for what earthly
fituation, of pleafure, emolument er honor, can
'we think, he ‘would exchange, this his heavénly
Jot? Ah! my friends, what little things to.himn
-are-evén the moft fuperb efteblifhments, brilliant
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erowns, and glorious empires of this world?

im, J§% trifling muft appear any labor, -
{elf-denial, or : fiition he might have endured-
in the courfe of his- pilgrimage here! -

And now, while in this circumftance viewing .
him, may I not be permitted, in a.few words, to.
addrefs myfelf in particular to you, his meurn..
ful reli®, and tao the children, he. l'gth left in.
your care? -

You, madam, have loft, indeed, one of the

beft of hufbands. You have Ioﬁ a companion,
~ invaluable; one, who was eminently ufeful ta -
the world, as well as eminently dear to you: A
man, who hved beloved by all, who knew him,
and who died by all lamented. Is it not, how-
ever, an honorto you, and fhould it net be a com-
fort, that you have been {o nearly conne@ed to
a perfon of fo much eftimation and worth? a
perfon, of whom, when Iof}, you cannet well
think without thinking of Heaven? A perfon,
whofe removal, though your greateft lofs, was
his greateft gain ?—Confider further, that in this
difpenfation, God hath not left you - altogether
widowed. Thy Maker ftill liveth; and fhiHl
thy Maker will be thy hufband; thy hufband,

bavg 4o
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" in a. far more dear, ,interefling, and profitable
fenfe. Isit not meet, moreover, hc,thcgreat |
Joed of all, thould do what feemet  him good 7
Suvelyitis. Heisa fovereign God. - And fhall
he not do with his own as he 'pleafeth ? Heisin.
fnitely wife and gracious tov. Should not his
fovereign, hisinfinitely wife and gracious will at _
all imes be. done ! Should not his appointments
be cordially {ubmitted to? And, whether he give,
or whether he take away, thould not his adorable
name be blefs'd. In devout refignation to his
holy and well-ordered allotments, I thick you
have found more defirable fweetnefs than in all

terreftrizl comforts.

To you, his dear children, let me alfe obferve,
that your miuch honored father early dzvoted you
to God, from whom he received you! That with
his dying breath he commended you to him,
whofe watchful providence attended your infant
years; who hath always hitherto cared for you,
and who, if you forfake him not, will affuredly
never forfake you. Now, therefore, my dear
young fatherlefs friends, while your hearts are
yet tender, yield yourf:lves to him. He was the
God of your father. He will be your God, and
your father too. . And when, like your earthly .




parent, you thall have feat ed him here, he will |
take you alfoto hlmfelf that where he is, and
where your earthly parent now is, you may be
alfo. In the mean time, be not cufcouragcd
He « who heareth the young ravens, when they |
cry,” will never difregard your humble com-
plaints. He wiii uill protet you. He will il
provide for you. And through all the mazes and
dangers of this life, his word and his guardian
hand fhall tenderly, fafely, and moft beneficially

guide ysu.

To you alfo, the people of his charge, I now ’
beg leave, with all freedom, to addrefs myfclf. .

Little, indeed, did we think, when fo lately
we were rejoicing at his return, and with high -
expeQations, folemnizing his re-eftablifhment
amongft you, little did we think, that fo foon we
fhould be called to thefe fad funeral rights;
that {o foon thofe high expetations would end in
difappointment ; and you, again, be deprived of
your {piritual guide, and again. left forlern, as
fheep without a fhepherd. But fp it hath pleafed
the Sovereign of the univerfe. & it hath pleafed -
the great Head of the church to M'hu ambafla-

dor home, -And‘ now ye grieve uoﬁ of all, be«
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caufe pMﬁeWmmm” Yet it may
foewhat contribute’ ﬂfc&* comfort, as well as
camcauon, to recolle® his paft labors amongft
you. For thele labors, many of you, I doubt riet,
have rpafpn forever to rejoice. The fpirit of
grace hath effeftually co-operated with the word
ofhis {zrvant.  Your hearts aiid your hives have
been formed anew. You-have been eftablifhed
in the hope and obed'erce of tie gofpel; And,

to this day, yon have been peric-ining the part of
good and faithful fervants in the horeft and dili

gent ufe of the talents, where:vita your Lord hath
been pleafed te favor you. Thrice blefled and
happy are ye, if, ke veur fainted and now glori-
fied paftor, you fnall maintain your integrity yn-
to the end. For this, my chnftian fnends, let

no temptiations of Satan or the world, aer any,
wayward fuggeftions of remaining depravity, di.
vert you from the fervice, you have fo wifely afs
fumed. To you aifo your Lord will ere }ong
come. You alfo fhall fcon be admitted to hig
heavenly joy. |

Would to Gcg. hiowever, that all who profefs
that fervice, haf, really aifumed it. Or, that,
having aflumakft, the {piric and condutt of all
were more ovioufly and uniformly expredlive
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of the charatter of the good and faithful fervant.
On this affetting and folemn cccafion, would it
not therefore be well, if evesy iidividual were to
fummons himfelf to a itk and impartial ac-
count; and compare his ruling principles and
habits with thofe, which eflentially conftitute the
cnaratter required? Oh! how often, by thofe
dear and venerable lips now clofed in death,
have you heen exhorted and prefled to this all-
interefting enquiry.  But, though dead: fhall he
not yet fpeak ?—Yes, my friends; the voice of
the dead, as' well as the dead themfelves, muit
one day rife. And when it rifeth, it wil/ fpeak ;
ah! it w:ill fp2ak to your efleCtual notice.—God
forbid, however, it fhould ever rife up “ a {wif;
‘withefs againit you.” o

Thereis another clafs alfo, to whom in faith-
fulnefs, it behoves me to addrefs myfclf. Thofe
I mean, who naving received their taients, have
not ouly nerslected their proper imprgyement,
but, yet more, have been abufing gaem to deftrue-

tive oud criminal purpofes : Wheindeed, Lave

never yet condeicended to pre theii obliga-

tion as men and as chriftian the {crvice of
God. Butunto you, delinquents'®all I call you?

Nay, rather prefumptuous apoftaggs from 1.ty



- and God,—ta you, whathall I fay ? Or what,
with better, prolpe@ of ‘effect, than all, which
bath fo often §ivd fo forcibly been faid by that
holy man of God, whofe words of remonttrance
and affetionate perfuafion, you will never more
hear en eagth? There was fomething truly re-
markable, and may 1 not add fignificant, in his
fo fpeedy removal By death, after his return to
this paftoral fervice. Doth not the difpenfation
very awfully fuggeft, that the Lord hath a con-
troverfy with this fociety ? Were we to inquire
into the probable grounds and reafons of it, fure-
ly, thofe of this clafs cannot imagine, that their
conduét hath not given fufficient provocatioy.
Of you, for aught you know, God may, in righ-
teous difpleafure have faid, as gonceming
Ephraim of old: “ Ephraim is joined to his
idols; let him alone.” As for my fervant he

" fhall no longer be grieved with their "perverfe-
nefs. He fhall come to his recompenfe of re-

n, my day of reckoning is not afar
t, when that day cometh, what if
will be your predicament ? Un-

der this pairfl view, let me folemnly charge
you to re-pe and ferioufly confider, the clo-
: g he unfaithful fervant in the parable
which hath Jaeen read. And may the power of
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mercy divine co-operate with the awful example.
Delinquent, or worfe than delinquent, as you
. have been, we would not wholly difcourage you.
There is yet hope, even for you, Thouglf his
ﬂ'ea@r ;sw you unfuccefsful, may have been
difgignbh ,recalled yet the door of fal-
k;is not thut forever ——-Gx caft

yet receive you into hls fcrvxce though .
nally and fo long neglected,

That of this grace of our Lord we all may
partake ; that in his fervice we all may be faith-
ful ; and that, with our friend, of ever precious
memory, we all may enter, in like manncr.ap-
proved, into his heavenly joy,—may God of his
mercy grant through hrift : To whom
be glory in the churcl;es OB —AMEM,. -

P




38
On the death of sbe Reo. Dr.-JogmBs Sstrra, late
Pustor of the Md Preshytesian Church in Pbi-
laddpﬂa, written @  few d@w qu tbc Ocdrl{fal

one of bis -bearers,

ME mufe of mlanchgl iy -
mndw dcma!‘ds , :. “‘mave fong
e of whotn.not time: itfalE> -

With hearts umtcd to the houie oP‘God —
Triumphant Deazh! what coiqueft hatt thou
How rich the [poil, when {o much virtue fell Jl
"I be torgue which late proclaimd a Saviour% Jove,
I v warn'ds che fianer of his awfil doom, .
A.xd in behalf of guilty man, pour'd out

usve of his foul in prayer, now {leegn
In .luF Myﬂcuous Provideace ! Thy wa

Are in the deep, yct righteous all ;e
Should man repine? Thou tak iy “‘tbt M

Angd what thou leag'ft b hoonty al.le
ThenOm foul, fupprc . - W W‘
Thy fncv‘y is gone to- ' | ;-

Aud now, in full frum -nl knows

What he but tafted, + gojourn’d here.
Yet i) g (ug ) P'll indulge,
Since R privilege d pray.—
'y . .tR e buy
> "'*. ) A fr:euda, and fhew’a
e e pat hauu 3 e fhl ’s duc.

5 weepig jox , y¢ perfle, once hls charge,

Your Paftor Tiving, watch 'd and wept for you.

H's death deinanas your teais—)es, ye who've knows
His farvency and zeal, and felt that Jove

Which he was wont to feely, muft mourn a lofs

Whof- full csteot, nay never be repaird,

In you. 2}t uons, he worivalld fleod,

He fcil lamented, as he liv'a belov'd,




