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GO ye therefore and teach al] Natione, baptizing

them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghof. Mat. 28. 19,

For as often as ye eat this Eread, and drink this Cep,
ye do fhew the Lord’s Death til] he come,

1 Cor. 11. 26.

AnDp you hath he quickened who were dead in Tref
‘pafies and Sins, Lphef. 2. 1.

i Wuar Advantage then hath the Jews ? Or what Pro.
i fic is there of Circumecifion ? Much every Way: Chicfiy
l,’fc’}"‘c that ento them were committed the Oracles of
L Goa. Rom. 3. 1. 2.
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: CourTeEous READER,

HE apologics of Autirors Jov appearin,
tn print, and their craving lie indulzence
_‘ of the candid reader to the imper/feiliv:;
 of their performances, are generally confidered as
Foncer words of courfe.  Therefore, without i/

gwnity to vmagine I have no need, I flall how-
Qever omat troubling him with any fuch applico.-

-l

i lion.  Nordo I think it neceffary to take vp b
Ftime with the reafons and motives, whici have
; induced me to this gublicaiion. It is Lo be Jup-
P pofed in a Judgement of charity, that a wriler
- aums at the inftruétion and good of mankind (Uit=
befs thewr appear firong reafons to the centrary)

E

~and hopes lis performance is, in Jorze meafiie,
s calelated for that purpofe.  The Jubiells fere
touched at are, I have obferved, lutely Lecom
- matlers of much controverfy : Ihave nil leen [
happy as to be fully [atisfied with the prudlicetions
: I/mw‘[(fcn o ez[/wr/ide: At lefly as to the ma-
nerof treating thefe points, cvin by Juch as take
the fide I apprehend to he fubflantially the (rulh.
I thercupon deteijm‘mmi L0 rencw 1y examing-
bon of matters o tmportant, and [o interefing
en owr faith and daily prafiice; and in doine /o
L refolved fimply o enquire rons
ved fomply Lo enquire, whai avpears, from
the




]
L

the word of God, to be the truth on thefe topics; and enter zvzto;}}:c ttrueﬂf zgzltea‘nc‘iz{lin:ftthcg' t'):zj:
aid asimpartially as I could, examine the weightf a/:*gumlents, 'a;;z t;:u ,P " l; “; little ‘duﬁ n 0172;;
- of occuring objections, without intermeddling emfe v{e; wi rimgdgom at an r’cz be
@ parly n the prefent difputes.  Thus I havel 0/ upport Jirong prepot ) T
tard nonc under a neceffity, nor I hope provokedd  That truth may appear, be received in the love
2y Lo commence a controverfy with me.  Angrf of it + and the churches of Chrift may be edified ; .
dedate feldom does the juftice to ¢ruih, that may 0 ;s the earneft prayer of, “
expelled from free, difpaffionate cnquiry ; and i, | /T
matters of controverfy, readers are generally more ”
curtous to obferve whick combatant manages hasg
part with moft ingemuity, or is likely to come off¥
conqueror, than to difcover the real truth. Manyj
of my friends will, probably, be furprized, to findy
! have changed my fentiments with refpeil to fome}
Jubjedts of one of the facyaments; for they knowy
3 was formerly my opinion, that the unregene-f
rate ought mot, by any means, to adventure to thej; Coodwill
Lords table ; tho they ought to dedicate theirfe 5 "7 0"
children to God in baptifm. But for fome years cc. 21/, 1770
 paft, Idurft not be peremptory in that matter ;§
and upon a more extenfive view of the [ubjeét, If
could not [ee, that the arguments, upon which If
founded my former opinion, were conclufive, for%
reafons which appear in my anfwers to objeclions.’;
Whether my arguments for the fide I have taken?
fhall appear fufficient, or not, I hope my friends..
“will not be flumbled, but will [ee at leaft, fo muchy
appearance of weight in them, as may fatz’sij
them, that I have changed upon principle, ands
from a conviflion of truth by what appears to meg
Jfull evidence. I hope my readers in general willy
endeavour to cm/zﬁder impartially the point of &
light, inwhich I have fel thefe interefling fubjsétss@
| S—

Courteous reader,

"Tzhy foul’s fervant for Chrift’s fake,

| I B L. AIR;;,.‘*
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AN

ESSAY

©On the Nature, Ufes, and Subje&s of the.
New-Teflament.

T is difputed by fome, whether God ever entered inta

covenant with man: The reafon alledged againft it

is, that the parties in.a covenant muft, at leaft in
.reflpe& of the matters contained therein, be upon equal
footing, and free from previous obligations, But, Y think,
this conclufion is net founded in the nature of things, but
too rathly drawn from the ftate of matters amongft men;
which takes place only in certain cafes, where human
laws have made provifion to that purpofe, in order to pre-
vent the abufe and encroachments of power, A. reafen
this, which can have no place with refpeét to the bleffed
God. I fee no reafon in the nature of things,  why & fu-
perior may not condefcend to enter into covenant with
an inferior for Ais advantage and benefit. Yea, fuch
tranfaflions do take place among men in many inflances,
as between parents and children, princes and their fub-
jefts; of this nature are charters, which are of force one
ly on their being'accepted. Now furely the great God, |
who ¢an do no wrong, nor ever abufe his power, may, if
ke pleafes, thus condefcend. And I'think, the-inftita
tion
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“tion of facramental figns and feals, puts it bcyond dit.
,‘ By thefe he ratifies and coa- |
firms a right to benefits conferred by way of promife, up. |
fent is exprefled, and the perfons brought under folemn { tendance upon, and improvement of them. With a view

obligations, by partaking of them. Surely, this con- 4 to affiit the common chriftian in this, I fhall endeavour

tains, not only the fubftance, but the form of a covenant. to {et before him, the Nature, Ufes, and Subjeéts of thefe

{ ordinances, as briefly as I can, in the few following ob-
In every difpenfation, the biefled God has confirmed

pute, that in fa& he has,

on the confent of perfons to certain terms ; which con-

-his covenant with man in this mamner. By the tree of

life, he confirmed the promife of life : And by the tree of §

knowledge of good and evil, the threatning of death, in § is of divine authority, but human invention.

To this, upon its violation, fuc- § ived from the Latin word, /acramentum, which, among

| This was confirmed in § the Romans, fignified the oath, whereby-their foldiers
‘the patriarchal age (when God made a public diftinétion

between his church and the world) by the fign of cir- | b° thefe facred inftitutions, becaufe of the folemn obliga-

the covenant of works.
ceeded the covenant of grace,

-camcifion, & feal of the righteoufnefs of faith. Rom. 4. r1,. 1

-"Fo which, the paffover was added, vpon occafien of the
Ifraclites’ deliverance from Egyptian bondage.

dem:ption-of fianers by Jefus Chrift. Upon the refur-
retion of Chrift, when an entire change of the whole
‘external adminiftration of that gracious covenant took
- place, baptifm was fubfituted in the room of circumci-
- fion, -and the Lord’s fupper in the room of the paflover,
a8 ordinances better {uited to this new frame of admini-
~ firation. ‘And as this is the lat difpenfation of the cove-

nant of grace, thefe are the laft facramental mﬁxtunons, ,

| and none other are to be expetted.

Seeing thefe facred ordinances, baptifm and the Lord’s

ﬁgpet, have fo clofe and folemn conncion with the co-
1 . venans:”

\

The in-
Ritution of a fecond feal was referved until this time, be- ¥ to.which they are given: And this.name, by common

canfe this déliverance was fo eminently typical of the re- # confent, anfwers that end im the prefent cafe.

. can, therefore, be no danger fromshe ufe of it, while we

)
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venant of grace, which is the great charter of all our {pi-
ritual privileges and mercies, it is of vaRt importance
that they be rightly undérftood, in order to a proper at-

fervations.

1. The name, Sacrament, it muft be acknowledged,
It is dee

fwore fidelity totheir General ; and by divines, applied

tions to the blefled God, inferred vn thufec who pariake
of them. But the principal ufe of names, is to fuggeft
ta the mind, without tedious circumlocutions, the things

There

give a {criptural view of the things fignified thereby.
This is next to be attempted. .

IL. Afacramentis an holy ordinance, in which, fome
' fenfible thing, or things are, by divine inftitution, to be

ufed as afign and teal of the pnnle ges, mercies and en-

* gagements,. of the covenant of grace between God ar.d
~ his people.  Afign is fomething, which, by its prefence
or ufe, fuggefls cx reprefents fomething elfe to the mind,

% . This mutt, therefore, be fome fenfible vifible thing,

The fign in a facrament is not a nataral, but arbitrary
hgn; it has no natural neceffary conneltion with the
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¢hing fignified; but its connedtion is by inftitution for § f.am Ve do 5 (?’7’ B 5 fee allo Gal il 14, 16, Yet
I circumzifion is called the covenant, v. 10. which can

that purpofe.  Writtea covenants among men, are con- § )
firmed by adding a bit of wax imprefled with the cha. b only mean, that the promites of the covenant are con-

raler of a feal, which is, by a particular aftion and ex- firm: ' by it. Hence the apottle ufes the terms, pro-

prefs declaration, acknowledged, and is therefore called | Mifes, and covenant, promifcuoufly ; and obferves, that

o {cal. When this is donc, the covenant cannot be re- the covenant was confirmed before, of Ged in Chrift,

voked, but by the confent and deed of both parties ;. viz. to Abraham by circumcifion. Ga/. iii. 17.  And

without which, their engagements to each other fland ® the apoltle valls it A sEaL of the righteouines of faith.

N .
good and in full force.  Now, if any other fignor thing, Rom. iv. 11.

attended with fignificant attions, be appointed for the E III. Baptifm and tae Lord’s Supper agree in the gess
fame purpofe, it 1s called by tire fame name. Thus the jf eral nature of a facrament, as above defcribed. ¥et
. ,

elements of water in baptifm, and bread and wine in the ’ they differ not only in the external elements, (without

‘Lord’s {apper, are called feals, becaufe when ufed ac- , which, they could not be two {acraments) but in fun-

~ cording to their inftitution, they have the fame efficacy dry other confiderable refpefts. As, 1t. Baptifmis an
with refpe& to the covemant of grace, that there is in‘ anitial commenftrative * fign and feal, which vifibly de-
feals, arnexed to written covenants among men. Thus g notes the exiftence of God’s covenant between him and

then fome fenfible fign—1ts {eparation and appointment j the baptized party, and their entrance into the fchool of

to ifs proper purpofe ; and in confequence thereof, its Chrift as his difciples; and by which, their vifible
fignificancy and efficacy as 2 fign and feal of the cove- tmemberthip in the Church is publiciy ratified. This

nant of gracc, all cencur to the conftitution of a facra. §ratification of memberfhip in the ¢hurch of Chrift as his
ment. ‘This is the view of the matter which the {cripe

vifible difciples, is, in fcripture, attributed to this, and

wres give us, 'Thus, Gen. 17. 70. 11 This is my co- Juever to the other facrament. Thus, Mar axviii. 19. 26.

wenant—every mai child among you hali be circumeifed. Yse ye therefore, and teach all nations ; and then take

Aud it fball be a TOKEN of the covenant betwixt you and geare of and teach them as difciples ; teaching them o

e Tt tall bea token or fign: Tt fhall (uggelt to your ®@bferve all things, whatfoever I have commanded -Yc;n ;

minds the neceflity of your beiag cut off from the old ﬁ hey are hereby bound and engaged to obferve and at:

ftock, and engrafted into Clrift Jefus, the Living vine ; | pend upon all ordinances and duties,

and that the forefkin of your hearts, their natural hardnefs :

and fubbornnefs, mu/ft be taken away, and be turntu 10 .2’5

obe Lord.  (See Jer. 4 4o Rom.2.28.29.) It is alfo%

a fign or token of the exiftence of the covenant, The®

tenor of the covenant, was the promifcs made to Abra- A 0 A‘Commnmu;v ¢ ign, is sbat which dgnotesch p‘refcncc g
ham fh¢ thivg fignified, ‘

The
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'The Lord’s fupper is a commemorative fign, whcres
in perfons recollect and recognize their engagements to
be the Lord’s, previoufly entered into in the initiating
facrament ot baptifm ; and efpecialiy commemorate, and
improve the fufferings and death of bur Lord Jefus Chrift.
Perfons church-memberfhip is pre-fuppofed in, and pre-
requisice to their accels to this facrament.  Hence, 24,

( 13 )

God in Chrift, to perform all chriftian duties, and, a.
mong the reft, to renew their covenant engagements at
the Lord’s table. But do they, by approaching the
lord’s table, acquire a new ftate of mérﬁ'ﬁerﬂlipi In
what fcripture is that declared ? I woui&,‘further afic,
whether an adult perfon, when baptized, is a perfeét
‘. ; r only imperfet, a mem 1 j0? If
the facrament of baptifm is only once to be admmxﬂ;‘ed | :;::“l‘:’;; ,o:hen :he mP::ter éocs o t:: ;;osz: :’-d 1:‘
to, and received b’j the fame fubje.  For, frox.n e ference between the paflive and aRive ftate, and fo that
has been obferved, it appears, that by one adminiftrae diftinétion multbe given up ; but the imperfelion of his
tion itobtains its whole effe®. Memberfhip m.the‘church memberfhip muft arife from an iufufficiency in the faci .-

of ChriR, admits not of -degrees; 2 perfon.ls cither ) ent of baptifm to ratify it; that is, it is not fufficient

member or no memaber of the c.hu.rch'; there':s no ground to ratify what it is expre ly appointed to Fatifym Mo

in {criptare or reafon for the fixﬁxnﬂnon of 1mpfzrfe& 0 Xxviii. 19—which is abfurd ; but,if the former,
perfe& members ; members in a paffive and aétive ftate there s perfet member Dip by .’baptifm
as different forts of members, the fame member ma ’

: . coming to the Lord’s table. Therefore,
have very different degrees of capacity for the difcharge 5 ¢ erefore, al

1 ens £ the orivil of & mem. £{0 confirms charch-memberthip to an infant,
¢ enjo’ment or the priviieges«or a ) . * . . . ‘
of the duties and enjo, P § tain and make good his title, as he arrives to capaciiy

be i fame member ftiil. An infant mem{ . .
ber, but he is th:’( Kmoulod or verform dutv. no of enjoyment ; for its efficacy takes place after, as we!l
w B e n r 1 . ] - .
ber cannot exercife knc £¢» P Ys fas at the time of adminifiration, even thro’ the whole

in childhoed can he p:rfor:{l du“‘-"_’t “;h::t ’:?R‘l’;;’h: ourfe of life. Thus, though a baptired perfon fhou!d
grees of knowledgc apove his f:ap:cx Y ’t . aynd 2dmon® be regenerated and united to Chrift by afaving faith
truly-a member, training up in the nurtu Juntil old age; yet, thereapon, hjs baptifm, which he

: . Iwould atk what is donetoperfonsi§ . . .°° . .o )

tion of the L;rd iz, Infancy, when they are gapfiud received in infancy, feals his tngrafting into Chrift, and
ir pa ate, viz, Infan R, 1 0

their paflive fate, vi: Ys cial blefings of the covenan:,

e A . end didicated perfonal incerell in the {pe
. arated from the waild, end dedicated § .
Are they not fepa r e the great advantage of infant bap.

: ’ » Are thov ot broaaht ulf herwife, where is
God as his Pe;ul:a; ,PfOPCTtY -‘t : (;‘::'c;:tth'; ozfdina ilm ? Hence, alfo, it appears how groundlefs and u.-

. n ’ L ‘ . . .
der the bond of God’s ccvena which obtains in many places.

f bev becod eafonable the d:lin&ion,
s of grace, as they becon
ces of the gogpelqor n?lcnzb ? hgac ’t ally boun between the church and the congregation, By this

i tion? Are they rot re | ipoi et
capable of inftrution y y ieans, the greater part of warfhipping fucicties are ex.

‘ : ino duly laid before the®, e e

and that {0 as, upon :{sfbclmlb bly' P tuded from the care and dilcipline of the charch, :ag
- . J ec ‘lf o x a lgn . . M
}.thcxr qonfiicnces mu 8 ’ ¢t are, in fome refpe@ts, tresied as members, n being

B adinited

en
previous to
fo, baptifin

as tc main-
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admitted to dedicate their children to'God in baptifm ;
there is great inconfiltency in thefe things. Bat to je.
turn—From the very.nature of a commemorarive figa,
it is evident, it is defigned te affet the heart by fre.

quently bringing to remembrance the -things fignificd;

therefore, . muft bz frequently ufed for that purpr’e,
Idence, as the facrament of the Lord’s fupper is fuch,
therefore it muit be' often celebrated by the fame per.

fons. They are to eat.this bread, and drink this cup qft :

¢he Lord often. 1 Coz. xi. 20,

of their fubjefls.

out this, it could notbe tc perfans what it is, viz., a come
memorative fign, its fubferviency to.its end, is from the
impreflion it is calculated to make on the heart, in at.

which fucceeds it now, 1s to be adminiftred to infants)
born of profefling parents,

IV, The facraments are public figns and feals of the
covenant of grace, as tranfaéted between the blefled God
aad his church as fuch, The covenant of grace, is thé
preat and gloriouS charter, by which Jehovah has ereéte§
.nd conlitated his church.  She ftands related to himg
and intereftcd in him by covenant—Fzek. xvi. 8. N
avhen I pafled by thee, and looked upon thee, behaold thy timf
wypas @ tine of Ve, and I [pread my fhirt over thee, ang
covered thy nakednes: o Yeay 1 [avare unta theey and

heceme!l

{( 15 )

Locomesh m/ne, Hence it is, that the church is fu ree-
peatedly confidered in feripture, as marricd to the Lord.

- It is a marriage covenant : ‘This, I'thinlz, is the prima.

ry view of the covenant of grace, as thus reprefented
and confirmed by fign and {feal; and it comprehends all
the perfonal interclts of individuals, as members of the
body of Chrift, and belonging to that ety ; innll
God’s covenant-tranfadtions with men ; of which we
have an account in fcripture ; the perfons, with whom

he immediately tranfacted, are not to be confidered in a

‘ | ‘ £ 11ri& or abitraét perfonal capacity, but as members or
3. Thefe two.{acraments differ with refpett to fomej P ) ;

. t fociety, or as includ'ng the church. Thus, when the gra.
A&ual exercife, and a competent

. . } clous God opened and eftablifhed his covenant with our
knowledge of the nature of the erdinance and tranfac. |

tions required, for which a proper degree of natur al ca-g
pacity is requifite, are indifpenfibly neceﬂ’ayy to an.at was to be propagated. 1n the covenant-tranfadion with
tendance on the facrament of the Lord’s fupper.  Witj Abraham, he is confidered as the father of many na.
| tions..-Gen xvii. 5. The church is fet up in his houfe,
his family, yea, the whole, both Tewith and chriftian
§ church are included-.--Rom.. iv. 10, 11, 12, 13,

tending upon it ; but as circumcifion of old, fo baptifmjf ;.. 14. 16,

| direted to any, who are out of the church, All who are
§ alicnsto the commonwealth of Ifrael, are ftrangers to the
! covenants of promife.-.Epb, ii. 12. 'The promifes dey
indeed, defcribe particular chara&ers, and point out pa; -
ticalar conditions and circumftances of God’s people, 1,
which they are accommodated. Hence, perfons.of thote
charaers, and infuch condition er circumftances, may
claim a perfonal intereft in fuch promifes. Yet, this iy
not by virtuc of any perfonal direftion of the promife ;
but he pleads it as comprehended in the church, and
belonging to the charatter defcribed.  Yea, thépe are

tirlt parents afier the fall.--.Gen. iii. 15.---They were
then the chwch of God, and the flock from whence iy

Gai-
None of the promifes of the ccvenant are;

Bz promifes

e et s
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~remifes, which cannot be claimed by the particular per. §
fnne whofe charafter and cafe they point out ; but canbo §
pleadod only by the church.  Thas, Ezk. xxxvi. 26, 27, }
A neaw keavt aljp will 1 give you, and & new jpirit alfs §
w:ill I put avirhin youy, and I will take the flomy heart ous
o vour fefb, and I will give you an beart of fiefh 5 and I
will put my [pivii within you ; ant cauft you to walk in my B
Farutes. Here the charalter pointed out is that of the »
unregenerate; butfurely, thepromife cannot be confider. -
ed as dire®ted to that charafter, For then, the blefled}
God would fland ergaged by promife, to all of that cha.
ralter, to give them regenerating grace, and cach onef
wmight claim it, as that which Ged could not refufe con. §
fitent with his faithfulnefs, or withoat denying himielf;|

but the faith of the church may reft upon it, and he mayQ

plead it as a2 promife of God’s prefence in her with his§
ewn ordinances, for the purpofe of regenerating finners:§
And in every inftance of their converfion, Gad is fulfil-|
Jing that promife to his church. Sinners are, indeed,}
hence encuaraged to cry to God for grace, and to attend§
upos the means of grace, but they can found no claimj
upon it, Memce we may fee, that to have marter of
couragement, and to have a ground of confidence and
claim, are not the fame thing, u: fome feem ftrangely

~The cerch of Chrift is ofuslly, and very propertyl
 dikingwithed into vifible and iovifible, By the invifible§
charch is meant, the whole nomber of troe bdiwm,
wherever they are.  All thefe are, by a vital union widk}j
Chrilt by faith, favingly interefted in the covenant off
grace; in God as cheic God, and in all fpiritwal bief<f

ﬂ‘ugs. ———

( 17)
fings. But their eonfent to the covenant, and their re-
Jaiion to God thereby, is altogether invifible, and known
only to God and their own conftiences. Thefe are call-
ed a church, becaufe they are members of Chrift by & -
common union with him, and {tand united with, and re-
latea to each other in one body in a church flate, as they -
are included in the catholic vifible church.

The vifible church confifts of all thofe, who by an ex. -
ternal profeffion of the dotirines of the gofpel, and fub.
je€tion to the laws and ordinances of Chrift, appear as a -
fociety feparated from the world, acd dedicated to God
and his fervice. In this view, in this imperfect {tate, .
the church comprehends branches that are withered, as
well as thole that bear fruit, Now the covenant of grace
fubfits between the blefled God and the church, as fuch
a vifible fociety,® and is rendered vifible, by‘a vifible
tran{ation and external adminiftration in various erdi.
nances ; and comprehends fundry external privileges fog
the advantage and fpiritual edification s$ the church,

B3

Attt -

Here

* Tn o other way can we conceiye the tovemant to fubfift -

berwee 1 G d andbelievers as a church,  In the exercif of faith,
belicvers have unionto, and com nunion with Jefus Chrift; bue
ty this alone, they could haye no fel'ow-hip with one anorher;
for eachone could only be con icious of his own exercife of farth,
and ¢ mild have no fociety with any otherthe ein. Wharever re-~

al relation o each ather is found. d in th ir comm n union £

Chnift, yer they eould n- ¢ 111 perceive it.  They would be mem-
be:s of Chrift, bue utterly detached from each. other, aidfo ne:
formally a body, 1o g oniy as incorporated in the vifiple churcir,

haz chey are fily placed in the brdy, and can hay, any knowledge

ons of another, and o have any felloyship, |
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Here are not two covenants, one for the invifible
church, and another for the vifible; for thefe are not
two churehes, but a twofold confideration of the fame

church, though undoubtedly confidered as vifible ; the

includes more members, than confidered as invifible.
The vifible church includes the inviiible. Wherever
there is & true vifible church, there are, no doubt, 2
number of true faints ; from thefe as the better part, the
vifible church is denominated ; by their faith, the church
Jays hold on the covenant, and her coverant.relation to
God is maintained, aud all vifible believers {hare in her
external privileges, whatever their real internal flate
be. Accordingly, then, one and the fame covenant,
comprehends the whole interefts of the church confidered
both as vifible and invifible, with refpet to internal,
fpecial, fpiritual bleflings, and external privileges. The
great God ftands related to the invifible church, by Vire
tue of this covenant, as her God, by way of fpecial ia-
tereft in him, and by the fame covenant to the vifible
charch, as vifibly her God and Lord.

It is the covenant of grace in this view, viz, as vifi-
bly fubfifling between God and his ¢hurch, confidered
as a vifible fociety, a public body {eparated and diftin-
onifhed from the werld, and dedicated to God, that the

God firft to fet up his church in Adam’s family, the
whole was included.

as a wore imperfeQ difpenfation, be only taught them

As there were none from whom (o ]

it

( )
by facrifices, there v fhadowing forth the redemption of
finners by Jefus Chiut, When mankind greatly, though
gradually degenerated, a: he was not gathering his
church out of the world, but men went out of the church,
he did not ftill fee fit to appoint any public ba‘ige of dif-
tinction ; butupon a general apoftacy, he deftroyedthe old
world, and the church continued te exift in Noah’s fami-
ly. Thus he was pleafed, as it were to give a new edi-
tion of his chyrch, and the whole world was again-in-
cluded in it. But when mankind had again gencrally
revolted and turned afide to idolatry, having promifed

| and confirmed it by his bow in the cloud, that he would
§ no more deftroy the world ; he faw proper to call Abrae

ham out from amongf his kindred, and ere& his church
in his family. Here the blefled God more fully opens

 his great plan, more explicitly propofes kis covenant,

and {olemnly tranfaéts it with Abraham, not as a pri-
vate perfon, but as the facher of many nations ; eompri-

] fing therein, not only his family then in being, but both

the Jewifh and chriftian chureh, It was proper, that a

j matter of {o great and extenfive importance, fhould be

tranfaéted with peculiar folemnity, and that there fhould
be fome public badge of diftin&ion between the church,

§ thus feparated to him, and the world. God was pleafed,

j therefore, to ratily his covenant, and publickly diftin-

facraments are annexed as vifible figns and feals thereof. guili bis vifible church, from the world, by the fign of

"To this purpofe I would obferve, that when it pleafed " circumciiion, a feal of the righteosfnefs of faith. To

; dillinguifh between the charch and the world, feems to

j be oae important defign of the initiating feal of the co-

{eparate and diftinguifh his church, the Lord faw fit to § venant; becaule in that, a perfon’s mcmberfhip in the

propofe his covenant more obfcurely, and defigning that §

church is publickly declared and ratified. Commemo-

| sauve figns, [uch as the paffover of the Lord’s fupper,
by ¥

aIo
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are defigned to cftablifh, edify and quicken thofe whe
are in the church, rather than to diftinguith thews from g
thao(e who are witihout. But the initiatiug‘l,‘fﬁé.‘.,’ as Cits
cumcifion or bapti{fm, thongh it has othe: réfnds~inu com.
mon with the cther facrament ; yet is particularly des
figned as God’s mark fet upon perfons, to diftinguif\
them from the world, as his. 'Thus, though he had in.
dolged the frailties in the omiflion of circumcifion, while
traveiling in the wildernefs,+ partly becaufe of theit
continual journeying, and partly becaule they were then
eatirely at a diftance from all other nations; (otherwife
he could have ordered them to delay their josrney for a
tine, in order to perform it) yet when they came over
Jordar among the Canaanites, they muft not enter upo
the wa:%pn':il;they were circumcifed ; as alfo, in orde
to the celebration of the paffover. ‘This day, faith the
Lord, have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from of
you, /. e. your being uncircumcifed like the Egyptians,
from amongft whom ye came. Jo/5. v, o.

Hence appears the great impropriety of private bape
tifns, unlefs where real neceflity requires it.  Seeing it
is God’s public feal, it fhould be publicly applied; asit
i; a fign and feal of memberfhip in the vifible charch of
ChriR, it thould be tranfated in the face of the church.

V. Sundryy

®1iay irdmiged their omiffion, not bezavle he had excommueff
wicated them, fos he had abundantly shewedhiscore of  nidresf
gat!ry the congregation of Weael as fthil hi- peuple ; and thefef
who wer uncircurcifed, were not the fubject of che reten:ful {ens@
tene Godhad pronousced, but thofg whe fill in the wildernes,§
wpoa whom it was fully cxccu.cd,

his precious blood was fhed.
which is the ftaff of life, and wine which chears the
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V. Sundry important Ufes of the Sacraments have
been already fuggeited in the foregoing obfervation:.
Yet it may be proper here to recollef, and more expli-
citiy attend-to them, together with fome others not ex-
preily mentioned, that we may have them more fully be-
fore us in one view. And,

F.r2. As figns of the covenant of grace; they ferve

N in the firft place, to give divine truths 2 more eafy ac-
. cefs to the mind, with more fixed impreflion.

Such is
the ftrange conne&ion between foul and body in the pre-
{ent flate, that they mutually affect each other. Hence
the atrention and thoughts of the mind are excited to,
and fixed upon obje@s by the exercife of the external
{enfes, and by this mcans it is more deeply affeted.
Thus, in baptifm, by the wathing with water, the ef
fcacy of which is to cleanfe, we are led to contemplate
our zuilt and meral pollution by fin, the efficacy of the
atoning blood of Chrift to remove guilt, and of the holy
fpirit’s influences to purify the heart ; the excellency,
freenefs and abundance of the fpiritual bleflings, &,
The elcments of bread broken and wine, which was
prefled from the grape in the Lord’s fupper; fuggeft to
oar remembrance the painful anguith and vielent death
of Chrift, when his body was broken on the crofs, and
1 Cor. xi. 26. Bread,

heart, points out Chrift as the fource of life, ftrergth

¢ and confolation ; and while many partake of the fame

bread, and the fame cup, it denotes their communion

with ore agother, as members of the fame body of
Chfi&-

Second,
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Second. They ferve as vilible fizns of the exiftence off and attend upon all his ordirances,

the covenant of grace betwgen Cied and Lis people, and§

jo renders their covenant relation to Lad vitible,
in the participation of the {acraments, the covenant s}
vifibly tranfadted ; confenting to the covenant, whercbyj
perfons truly eater into it, is aninternal att of the hear,
invifible, and purely perfonal, in which there can be no
focial concurrence of the church, |
ceftary there thould be fome external folemnity, fome

It was, therefore, ne.g

vifible tranfaftion, whereby it fhould be declared ren.g bly confents to the covenant, but not with the whole

§ heart, though the facraments feal the truth and certain-

fellowthip. Thus God fays of circumicifion,---i¢ foall be ty of the promifes in themfelves, /. gr.

dered vifible, and wherein the church ¢zn unite and havej

a token of the cevenant betwixt meand you. Gen. xvil. 11.8
Thercfore, 3dly, thefe figns are public badges of diftinc3
tien between the church and the world,. ‘l'hey.are, ay

- were, God’s mark, whereby lie publicly challenges
the church as his, and perfons are vifibly feparated tog
his fervice ; and efpecially, in the initiating {acrament,
one particular defign of which, is to fignify and confirmy

qur vifible memberfhip in the church,

2dly, As feals confirming the covenant of grace, theyj
primarily feal the truth and certainty of gofpel promifesg
according to their true tenor. They confirm the eertaing
conne&ion by divine conftitution, between faith in Chrift”
and the pardon of fin, and the vouchfafement of all fpf-i
ritual bleffings, and that in this way, God will be his§
people’s God, and not otherwife. 2d. They confirmg
the obligations of the covenant upon all thofe who par-g
¢ake of them. 'They are bound to cleave to the righte-E
oufnefs of Chrift, to give up their hearts to God, and tofs
ferve him in all holy obedience ; te obferve his ﬁatutﬂ;
ancp

‘):ea’
| Ho/ivio g,
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Maz. xxvil. ze.
Hence the offences and difobedience of vifible church
members are peculiarly refented as a breach of covenant,
Wien perfons do truly confent to the cove-
nant by embracing Jefus Chrift, then, and not other-

| wife, the facrament’s feal, 1s a perfonal faving intereft

in the promifcs of the covenant. The feals of the cove-

§ naat confirms its promifes only as they are propofed,

and not as they are not. Therefore, whoever only vifi-

Whofoever be.
Yie ves fhall be {aved, &c. (the conne&ion between faith

and falvation is ratified : Hence finners have {ure ground
to go upon in ventaring upon Chrift) yet they do net

} confirm an intereft in the promife of falvation to this

perfon while he does not truly believe; but when he
truly believes, the {eals of the cevenant, in {ealing or

| ratifying ¢he certain conneflion between faith and falva.
| tion, cout=queuuy feals his perfonal intereft in the pro-

mife of f{alvation; as beiny one of the charalters to
which the promife :s made and ratified.  4th. They feal

| to the church, as a vifible fociety, the external privile-
} ges of the covenant; fuch as the care and difcipline of
. ¢he church over her {feveral members ; the or'din;aaccs ol
} worfhip by which the covenant is adminiftred, a gofpcl
miniftry, and the carz of divine Providence, both ia

g correcting and in preferving and prote@ing, &c. from

g all which, complexly taken, it appears,

rra
3dly, The f{acraments arc defipned to promote and
mantaik the external puiity, ard viibiz helinels of the

Coigren
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o
church ; and this they do two wavs., Fir7, they lay
~ bonds upon the conlcience. Sacramental tranfitions
inclade in them the molt {olemn engagements to be the
Lord’s, to renounce the fervice of fin, and to walk ia
the wiy of God’s commandments. Theleengagements
attett the confiiznce, and, atleaft, lay reftraints upon
men, whereby tiaey are kept in from the external prac.
tice of fin, and excited to pralife the exteraal duties of
religion: Hereby the vifible reputation of religion i
much preferved. ‘I'nofe who leok upen themfelves free

( 55 )

the covenaat, till they appear penitent, where the light-
er cenfuses, fuch as admoritions and rebukes, are found
ineffeétusl or inadequate, and indeed thefe would 6bt be
regarced as cenfures, if the contumacious had o high-
er to expe&.  T'he government of Chrif’s houfe ceul;’i}-fi
- noi pe kept up, if there were no penalties to be inficte
¢d in his name. The efficacy of difcipline Jias in af-
feQiag and awing the confeience; but what can fo ef.

~ feCtually dc this, as fufpending offenders from tha privi.
jggc of communicating with God’s p'eopl,Q§f:§ G the feals of

from thefe obligations, though they own the de@rimiss of § the coveannt, either in Adedicating their ,.ébﬁidmn o God

the gofpel to be true, and would rather claim the chrif&=i

tian name than any other, yet moure generally live wsf?PF+at, ia dealing vith him, to be brought to repents”

. . . . . B Al Ny . . e
they lift, and fill their confciences flzep pretty u;ur-e;ﬂw Pt f‘“au » cutling thein off, when ;i\cir condu&k

hereby the name of God is gieatly dithonoured. I reeliyBaall be found fach as amounts to & fall, obﬁi“‘"F?;

think, the fo general negle& of the Lord’s tabic,. macskavewed vioiaticn of theiv covenant obligat

promotes this fecurity ia the indulgence of finful pridii-pRave auy re
. ap 3 . I HY-Y
the thoaghes of Leing reduced to the flate of hea

countable nozion, that baptifm, which they recsived in@™en ¥nc pvblicuns.  See 1 Corl x. 21, 22.-e-ca3

verfe 3, 4, 5 2o il 6, 7, 8.

c s and neglet of religion. People entertain aiw unac.

infancy, docs not {0 deeply bind them to juch greaz &ric -§
nefs in the ways of holinels; aad therefore, wh’iié the
keep back from the other facramen:, they may tae:
greater latitude. z. They giveenifleace and efﬁ;"‘:’;fcsr tod
difcipline. Ia order to the very being of difuipiune,f
barred, or cut off, conlitent with the great defif «F the
gofpel; and it muft be fomething of very gres: Liinar
tance. But this cannot coufit 1n debarring dny from
hearing the word preached, arnd the atner macans of ix-
ftruGion ; for that would be to give up with them aito-
gether, and ule no mo ¢ mvans fou theic converuon, Tt
muflt therefore lye in Jebarine them Tom the teals of

0410‘

$hnowlc.]
Btrinee,
there muft be fomeching from which porfons may. vy d2.§

in baptifm, or approaching the Lord’a;?i@bia. until they '

‘and

gard to chriftianity at all, they will dread
ther
p. V. y'

¥ 4*bly. Thele hnly ordinances feem to be inftitoted to
g ew, thy

t the bleffed ad is mot to be put oft vith ac.
ging 1 general terms, the cruth of gofpel dac- "

' gnd that reticion is good, and ought ta be chofen .
He écmands our avowed choice of it,
e Zord for our God.
28 it were, fays,

and that we avcuca
Tue Lord, by thefe inftitutions .
s i Uwill bring 1.1e matzer to a point with
;:q.;&‘.ﬁgqtj,rs. You acknow!:dge me to be the daly true
God, a1d that you ouzht to ferve me ; come they o a
'r.efolutio:; on the marcer, I{ers are the terms of {alva-

on, ard on whisk I will e yous God, propofed to you

¢ i

ions » Ifthey
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in a way of gracious covenant, ceither accept or refufe s
enter intofolemn, openly avowed obligations to me, or
difdwn me, and dectzre you will not take me for your:
God." Chbofe you thus day whom you will ferve, the
L'ord, or your own heart's lufts,  Either join yourfelves
openly to my people, or acknowledge you will not be of
them. Surelv, if men viewed things in this point of
light, it would have a firong tendency to awaken them
to (olemn -exercifes of heart about this matter. |

culated and defigned to cherifh, quicken and ftrengthen
the graces of t"n. hely fpirit in true believers. They
exhibit Jefus C‘mﬁ and him crucxﬁed (the great cbje&
of a jultifying faith) and the glorious bleffings he has

puuhafed to the mind in a very ftriking and lively man.
ner. Such pledges of the divine faithfulnefs 5 fuch fo.

lemn confirmations.of the promif¢s of life and falvation
.through the redemptwn of Chrift, lay the firmeft founda

tion for the confidence, and moft intenfe aling of faith .

Here are the moft affetting reprefentations of the love
and ‘grace of God iowards his children. Surely, then
the-influence of the holy fpirit concurring with all thef
exhibitions, muft needs invigerate faith, quicken an
raife the affeitions, and enliven every grace.
-dinances, therefore, are often means of the moft {wee

nd near communion with God.

" VI, The foregoing obfervations, if duly attended to
I think, throw confiderable light upon this quﬂ{’non, viz
Whoare the proper fubjeéts of the facraments ? as may
perhaps, more fully appear by and by. This quefio

has a refpedt to two forts of perfons, viz, Thole whoat
| | bot

Thefe or§
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born out of the church, and fo muft enter at fich-years
* of fuch vnderftanding as to be capable of tranfaQling for
themfelves, if ever they do; and fuqh as are born in the
,church, 4. e. of parents who are themfclves vifible

"church members. The latter have a right to member-
fhip by virtue of the covenant, as fubfifling between
God and his vifible church. It is true, the child’s right
to memberfhip follows the right of the parents, either
both, or any one of them. Hence, if parents be fuf.

stbly. The facraments are, ina fpep}al manncr, caln‘?- pe‘rded from pnv:leges by the cenfures of the church,

~or charged with fach o&'ences as expofe thereto, the

child’s right is ia fufpence until that ﬁumblmg block be
removed ; for hereby the parent’s right is called in
quefion. ‘The reafon is, that though the parents are
not cut off from memberfhip, but only under a tempo-
rary fufpenfion from privilege ; by which difcipline, the

| church is dealing with them, in order to bring them to

repentance, and to behave as becomes members, and
to recover their right ; yet, if to fuch offence they thould
add obftinate impenitence, and all due pains to bring
them to repentance prove ineffectual; they would be cut

off. In that cafe, they would be excluded all right,

and fo could not be a medium, by which their child
could derive any. ‘Therefore, their condud, in the
mean while, renders their right doubtful, until they
appear to repent;  confequently, the child’s right is
doubtful alfo. But ftill, it is not the faith of the parents,
even confidered as vifible, which immediately confers

the right upon the child : For an a& of faith, confidered
fimply as fuch, is merely perfonal, and can communicate

nothing to another; but it is from the parent’s vifible
inicreft in the covenant, and its external privileges, in
Cz confequence
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church-memberfhip formally liecs. Memberfhip in thé
church is pre-requifite to, and fuppofed in approaching
to the other facrament of the Lord’s fupper, but not con.
ftitoted by it. In this facrament, former engagements
are recognized and renewed ; and the edification and
fpiritual advantage of thofe already members of the
As to the former, viz. fuch as are born out of tMff church, is promoted. Now, the aforefaid profeffion and:
church, they have no right of memberfhip, ugtil. dedication is either a@ual, when perfons are arrived tor
their own perfonal tranfaition, they acquireit. This i’ years of underRanding, and tranfat for themfelves, or
done by acknowledging the do&trines of the gofpel tob virtual ; in the profefion and tzanfaions, in their | :<
true, yielding fubjeQion to-the laws and ordinances ¢ half, of thofe who have a right to dedicate them yto God,
Jefus Chrift, and publicly embracing the true religios§ as in the cafe of infants, Thefe are comprehended it:’ |
and exprefling a confent to the covenant of grace in th the covenant with the church, as the feed of profefling
facrament of baptifm, which is the door of entrance an@ parents, and are vifibly children of the promife, their |
feal of memberfhip. Thus the fun of the ftranger joing parents are engaged to train them up in the nurture and
himfelf to the Lurd, by taking hold of his covena admonition of the Lord, and tcach them, fiom their
Yaiab, vi. 6. early childhood, the ways of true religton, ’As they be-
come capable of inftru@®ion; it is cx;:eé'ted of them th;t“
they will be acquainted with, and acknowledge ‘the -
tr}uhs, and pradtice the duties of religion ; and are re-
ptfted the profeffors of it, until they difavow it. Ifan
thing contrary to this thould appear, either in negle&’: |

Y ing the known duti o . e .
fay, conftitutes nemderfhip. For, to be vifibly one of rf&i b n duties of religion, or immoralities in.
practice, they ought to be dealt with by the difipiiue

true religion, and to be a member of the vifible churc : . 70

is the fame thing. Now, this includes in it an acknow J:fdt; CCS? Z;;‘h, uTn::hteh?; alr:ae;:-h;r. reclaimed, o regu.

ledgement of the do&rines of the gofpel, as true, Ny oreqe degree owing thft here i:‘;’ no doubt,‘ tis in.

obligation of the laws of Chrift, both verbal'; for withi, maiters of re!igion, amonzft youth o much negligence.:

the mouth, confeflion is made unto {alvation. Rom. x. 94gether, and none of thegﬁ algo ) youth, Now al! tfuefe to-

ro. And pradical by obedience, and partaking of baP¥feflion of true religion, The‘; :glz::;‘togz : \;.;ﬁrz‘le pio- -
i ntiments :

tifm, as a fign and’ fral of embracing the true refigiondonly thew, th ~
| at - [ .
and dedication to God and his fervice, In which cov a perfon owns found principles to be:

aant relation to God' thus folemnly ratified, vifibd
church-memberihi

t3)

confequence of their vifible faith (of which privilege,
its comprehending their infant feed together with them.
felves, is an important one) that the thild derives ity
right of memberthip, i. ¢. from the parent’s vifible
church-memberthip.

But it order to throw greater light upon my fubjedt i
my further confideration of it, T tlink Tt neceffary’
flop, while I confider anotLer queflion of great impot
tance hese, viz, What is that profeffion of true religi
which conftitates memberfhip in the vifible charch!?

» atlzalt underftands them, but de-- not amount to
€3 o
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a profeffion of embracing them. The praltice of religie

" us duties affords yet a higher probability, that the doc

wrines of religion make fome impreflion upon the heart,

yet does not fignify upon what principles a perfon pro.

fefles to act; whether from a fupreme regard to God,

or merely rom cuftom, &c. but when to both thefe is

added, a folemn covenant-traafation, in partoking ofa
{eal thereof, 'inftituted on purpofe, not enly to confirm.
the truth of the gofpel on God’s part, but to exprefs the
man’s confent to the covenant of grace, and dedication
of himfelf to the Lord, to ferve him upon the principles
thereof ; then the matter becomes determinate and fix<
ed. Ifhe does all this with hiswhole heart, heisa true
chriftian. By this external profefion he vifibly appears
fuch, and never does appear fuch, until he partake of,
at leaft, the initiating feal and token of the covenants
As the word and facraments are the marks of the true
church, fo they are of the true chrittian.

There are, indeed, who place a profeflion of true re-
ligion in fomething befide the above-mentioned, and
aitogether prior to coming to facraments, namely, fome
declaration that they do fo far as they know themfelves,
accept of Chrift as their Saviour, and take God for their

God, and give themfelves up to his fervice with all|
their hearts. Upon this principle, many minifters draw J

up a cevenant in form, containing fuch expreffions as the
above, This they require perfons to take publicly,
- previous to their approaching the Lord’s table, or pre-
~ fenting their children to baptifm. No doubt a minifter
fhould be careful in examining fuch as he admits te fa-

scamznts, Hereby he will dete® the grofaly ignorant,
whe'

( 31 )

who ought, on that account, te be debarred, In this
way he will be under better advantages for apprehend-
ing what views and fenfe of things they have, and to
judge what advices it may be proper to give them ; but
I have fome exceptions to the requifition of a declara-
tion of fuch a tenor, or taking a covenant drawn up in
fuch a fet form. [ doubt it will vather prove a fnare,
than be of any real advantage.. Such a cevenant is de-
figned either as an immediate tranfattion with God, or
as a folemn declaration to the church, for their greater
fatisfaltion as to the perfons admitted. In the former
view, it is ufelefs and fuperfluous ; for it is only doing
the fame thing that is dene in partaking of the feals of
the covenant, which God has inftituted as public figns,
and folemn ratifications of fuch a tranfa@ion ;. with this
differenee, that inftead of the public altions of divine
appointment. as figns, to which the word of God has at.
fixed fuch a fenfe, fuch a particular form of expreflion is
propofed as the public fign ; and with refpe& to perfors
already baptifed, it feems to infinuate, that they are
not already in the church, and in covenant with God,
by virtue of their baptifm, which is contrary to faft. e
But are not the figns which our Lord Jefus Chrift has
appointed, and the manner of covenanting which he has

prefcribed fufficient, without the addition of our own ine
ventions to fupply the defeét ?

But if only a declaration, as matter of fatisfa&ion to
the Church, is defigned ; pray, will it afford better evi-
dence of a man’s fincerity of heart, to hear him pro-
nounfe.fuch words, than 0 fee him ufe a&ions, which,
by divine appeiniment, fignify fubfantially the fame

thing
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thing ? And therefore, of the fame import with the §

aforefaid declaration? To require fuch a declaration, is
to require a perfon to pronocunce or affirm fomething con.
cerning the exercifes of his own heart, as a term of ad,
miffion. This cannot be confidered as a declaration of
a matter of fa&, but oely his opinion, or, at mof,
judgement of himielf. Now his judgement may be formed
upon evidence that is really fuch to himfclf. But, pray,
what evidence 1s chat toothers? Here, I doubt, the fors
mal profeflor will be more ready to pronounce, thaw,
many a true chriffian. I would appeal to the minifters
who are in this praltice, whether, on the cne hand,
they do not find reafon to fear that thefe declarations, or
even covenants, are {funk to matter of mere sorm; and
on the other, whether they do not find a number of poor
perplexed fouls, upon whom i.ey muft look in a judge-
ment of {criptural charity, as the children of Gud, who
yet arzc full of apprehenfion they have not the faviag
grace of God. Yea, their prevailing opinion may be
on that fide, and dare not make fach a peremptory de-
claration, either to their fellow-men, or in a covenant.
trar{action with God ; and though many a falvo be pro.
pofed, yet their confcience is not fatisfied, May not 2
chriftian really give up his heart to God, and yet not be
abie to declare he has done fo, cven in his own judge-

really confented to the covenant, when, indeed, it 1s
Can it be the divine will that matters theuld
be fet upon fo precaricus a footing, and fuch a inare

otherwife.

fhould be Jaid for men, to embarrafs their way ! 8hall
our duty be diretted by fo uncertain a rule?
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If it be objefted here, that I maintain facramental
tranfattions to be fubftantially of the fame imvpert, and
the facraments are figns of cur confent to the eovenant
of grace, and wili not that involve the fame difficulty ?

I anfwer, Mo, The facraments are indeed ligns of our
confent to the covenant; but they are ne: figns of our
opinion of the kind of thit confent teo ; they are not
fizns of cur declaring that confent to be true and faving.
It is one thing really to confent, 4nd another :» be able
te pronounce that confent to be right ; the co:nmand of
God is a plain rule of duty. A perfon, therefore, un-
der great perplexity about the ftate of his foul, may yet
find kimfelf bound in confeience to attempt obedience
to God. Very true, he vugit to have in view the nae
ture of the duty, and what is requiredof him ini:. He
is required to give the full confent of his heart to the
new covenant, and yield himfelf upto God. Thisis the
buafine(s that lies before him, and which he is te attempt
in receiving the feals of the coverant, but here is no ¢
form of words he is to ufe ; he wil! tranfz& with Ged in
fuch mental language as beft expreiss the frame of hiv
heart. Pecrhaps, he cannot feel that frecdom of heart
he defires, and dere not fay, Ido conlent; I do aive

° up my heart to thee, . ' , |
ment ? Others may fatter themfelves that they havef Ip my heart to thee, O God. but can only fay, I defire

to cleave to Chrif; Q to be found in him! O that I
could get my h~artopened, and full of cheerfulnefs in
giving myfelf away to the Lord. If he has jutt appise
henfions of thefe things, and thefe defires under thefts
apprehenfions are really from his heart, he does confent

‘and yield himfelf him to God; and' yet, at the fame

time, may be far from being {atisficd that he has done
fo



fo, but go away full of bitter cdmplain(s. It is cafy o ;ng, t}:xe li{teartdn:;w' be made to yt.e!d ? Or, 1t it ftin
fee the wide difference in the two cafes, ang bac . and daes ot go forth, In adls of faith : Are

: ) | | they not likely to be more exercifed about the matter,
~ But it is time to return to the queflion I left, Wheulf now they are under folemn obligation " thereto, than
. the fons of the ftranger are infiructed in the do&rines off when they hzd not come under it ?

the gofpel, are convinced in their judgement and con
T : o o Now, all baptized perfons, I have alread
 {cience, they are true, and exhibit the true religion: ’ y P ’ ady fhewed, are

that they are bound by the authority of God to embrac v:ﬁ.b le members of the charch of Chrig, By thi.s dedi-
it, and yield obedience to the divine laws ; it is thei cation, they are b,c?und N attend' spon all the daties and

. ir;lmediate duty to embrace it, and that pablicly a-d'z:dlxlpancies bel?ngi?g to the chriftian chara&er, as they

_' avowedly, by joining themfelves to the Lord and hi 2 arrive toluf‘r’.iucp.t firength of natural powers 5 dif-.

| Church, in the facrament of baptifm ; and thus make ferent duties reqaire ‘dtﬁ'e.rent degrees of natural abili
'X public.‘profcﬂion of the true rcl;gion, come under £ :])'-t. Thc;agf of ;313 wil eicu(e f:rom the difcharge of
“lemn obligations to walk in the ways of God’s com ;-xzs,ra\;a;cix“wou b Oth;rw“e be incumbent, but want
mandments, and under the care and difcipline of i} at ano T‘xer;fz;et ;o{ug ohur defaslt, does not excu‘fc
church. The blefled God will not have matters lyin ba ti;'mal ;ledicati;n :;"ft * élam.i bound, by.thexr
loofe, but has appointed the facraments to bring the thp hritti lio: ’ P erve od in all the duties of
to a point, and to reduce perfonsto fome determinatio o ,T -t 1g:onf .Or. Wh.lCh t,h °y have.: 3 fufficient
cither to dppear before God and religion, or reje& him nataral capaclty ; and itis given in commiffion to the
nor may they plead, by way ot excufe, that thoug
‘they dre convincéd of the truth of the chriftian religio
‘and that all thisis their duty, yet their hearts hang ba
and do not yield. God will not fuftain this as a ple
Shall their difobedience ftand as a good argument wh
" they fhould not obey ? Surely tNey are more likely t§
obtain divine grace in the church, than out of it amon _ Itis, indeed, here to be obferved, that fuch are grofly
the heathen ; they ought to ftretch out the wither lgnc.)ra:mt (having fufficient natural capacity) or guilty of
hand, to attempt giving themfelves to the Lord in cofBrois immoralities, or habitually negle@ the known du-
| yenépt. They are to fet the terms of the covenant iities of praQical religion, are to be excluded from the
~ view, and attempt to give the corifent of their heart fflcraments Ly the regular excrcife of church difcipline,
" and that in the folemn tranfa&ion which God has com tll by repentance and reformation they remove the of,

manded. How know they, but while they are attempt fence, The reafon is, that thefe things are fuch vifible
i

¢d. Mat. xxviii. 20, Now the Lord’s fupper is one of
thofe things he has commanded his difciples. There-

fore, all baptized perfons are bound, as they come to
years of underftanding, to attend upon it.

viclaticna
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e o ror o toretahtedzxge: Z‘f‘tt,het f:i extortiontrs avith fuch an one, no, not to eat. T am not fo
to admic fuch wold e }:me % rnal holinefs and pu.. clear as fome commentatrs feem to be, that the eating
craments, viz. To preflerve t elcxre 1s of our corfent to here mentioned does not mean eating at the Lord’s table,.
rity of the church, and be vli;xlb e lglhin the Lord for f| becaule conneéted with the caution not to keep company,;
God gfﬂCiO“S S a“hf‘"’“ rks geny God. can. % 1 rather think it does; for they are plainly matters of
our God ; for they, who b}}l"t bxrls:owmld Y in,ﬂmn’ e he apolhe e, med e of
mot be fuppofed 0 c.hoofe “:r:d leave no vi(,'sble differ. § confequent upon the church’s pafling judgement, as ap-
A th:h(:c:ll:::rct:x;ent of church-members and’ Pears by the next verfe ; and it was natural enough to
:}::tv::\.t;e::d deftroy all diftinttion ?f the church.from
thofe who are without, Buat all this is fo far from infer.
ing, that the law commanding a.r.teniance upon facra.
nients does not bind themi, th:ft .lt‘ fuppofes the contra.
ry ; for how elfe can this pro.hxbntson b.e conﬁdcx:cd as 2
penalty and privation of privxlege? It is upon this prin.
ciple, viz. The obligation of’thc duty, that fuch ce:;.
{ure ferves to affe€t the confcience, and awaken the of«
fender t0 repentanée, that he may be reftered. Th
ground of fuch a cenfure mult be .fome fat or falls,
which can be certainly known and Jz-dng of ; and o
fuch a nature as, if obitinately periitted !.n, atterf all due
pains taken with the party, woul:.l cut him off {rom all
right of memberfip. The ctligation to attend thofe
hély ordinances, binds fuch off:nders to ﬂmn.the {can.
da's which exclade them ; and by tk'fus exclading them.
{u.ves, they very criminally tarn their backs upon them,

obferve, that fuch a judgement pafled upon a perfen, in.
fered an obligation on church-members, to avoid even
that civil fociety or company with fuch a perfon, which.
thev might aliow themfelves in with their heathen

eighbours. However, if it intend eating in ordinary
eals, the argument from this padage, in {apport of dif-
ipline, will ftill held good. For if we muft avoid civil {2
icty or fellowhip with a perfon at hisor our ewn table,
uch mere, fuch a folemn a& of cemmenion as eating
ith him atthe Lord’s table. But all regular members
f the vifible churzh. of underftanding {uficient to be
le to attend to the Lord’s fupper, as a commemora.
ive fign, are bound, by the authority of Jefus Curif,
o fhew forth his death till he come, and are highly cri-
hinal in negle€ting it; and fuch as are parents, are
mund to dedicate their chiidren to God in baptiim.—
y this means, the vifible church is propagated ard pre-

rved. It 15 doubtlefs one end of the ordinance of

aptiim, to colle®t materials into the church, and under

ie ordinances of the pofpel, as fubjeés of divire 1utlu-
o5,

Bat the church has the aathority of Chrit or thus
cxclading the feandalous, 1 Cor.v. 11, But now ! ba‘v‘
curitten unts you, fays the apoltle, not to &"’? com pany, !
aiy maz, that is called a brother, be a fornizator, or ¢

dilal ;] Jrunkard, or o
wiicis, or an idslatary or @ rai.er, or é wru ,

Lo -ﬁ .
extortiontry

ia\lhf.l
8,1t 1s to be fearcd, the greater par:, arc unregencratg

D

Itwill be objec®d here, that many baptized ge
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~and unbaptized perfons may be convinced in their con.
fcxences, that the chriftian religion is true, and it.is
sheir duty go embrace it, yet be Rill ina natura. Ra‘e;
therefore,_ it will follow, that the unregenerate oaght
eme to facraments, this their unhappy ftate,noywitk.
“fanding. I admit the conflequence ; they are under the
fame Jbligation to this as to other duties of religion.

. Ifit be faid ,that if the anregonerate are bound to come’

to facraments, then it wilk follow, that the facrament
are not vifible figns of true chriftians, or of a vihble
psofeflion of true religion.

I deny the confequence. It no mote follows on thi
than the contrary fuppofition ; for, on ali hands it i
granted, that many unregencrate perfons do come to fa
craments : Indeed, if I alledged, no more was require
of them in that tranfaltion, than an unregenerate finne
continuing fuch, can do, then the aforefaid confequen
wauld follow. -For the facraments can be vifible fig
of no more than they fignify, or is required in the
But I only fay, the perfons who are unregenerate, a
notwithftanding, really byund, Ly the authority of G
to this, as well as any other duty of religion, they dif
bey him in pegle@ing it; ror will their unregeneras
be any plea for their neglet. .But yet they are bou
to do all in attending that the true chriftian does:
accept Chrift as their Saviour, make choice of God ¢
their God, and to give themfelves wholly to him.
roquires the unregenerate to make them new he
azd turn into the Lord. Ewzek. xviii. 31, 32. A¢
{urely he may jultly require them to do this with exte
wal (Glemrity by way of covenant, and vifibly avow 2

-0"

—
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FRify their joining themfelves to the Lord. By the in+
ftiration cf theds - %inances, the Lord, as it were, fays-
to finaers, it wiil not do only to entertain a good opini-
on of religion as true and neceflary, but I infift upord it,
that yon will either embrace or reje it ; avouch me as
your God, er difavow me, Chroofe: you this day whom
you will ferve. Heie 1s my covenant; here are the
terms of falvation ; . thefe overtures I folemuly ratify ; on
my part, by thefe public figns and feals, as mott fure
foundations, on which you may fafely depend, znd I de-
mand thet you firike 2 cevesant with me, and: openly
confirm it by -receiving,the feals thereof. If, indeed,
in this-tranfaltion, your hearts hang back, and don’¢
confent, I cannot appsove and:accept you; yet if you
neglet this inftitution; -and will -not fo - mruch as make
the attempt to yield yourfelves ; I will confider this z:
an open and avowed rejetion of me and my fervige. 1Is
there any thing nereafonable in this requifition ? Aad
who can tell but that in fetting thefe matters fqlemnl 7
before them, and attempting, in ebedience to God’s
communds, to'give themfelves vp to him*ia ' thefe fo-
lemn covenant.tranfalions, the holy fpirit may concuy,
and make the heart to yield ? If it do, the bufinefs is
done ; they are true chriftians-; and ‘who that beholds
thefe folemn tranfattions, can fay the heart does rot
confent ? Therefore, the facraments are vifible figns of
a profeflion of true religion, aand the perfons who par-
take of them are to be treated as chriftians, till the cora-
trary appears.

It 1s fometimes faid, that the waregenerate are, in-
deed, obliged to come to facraments, but not immedi.
D: ately ;
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ateiy : [t 1s their duty, but not their immediate

‘They are krft to come to Chrif, and thea come to f3,

L]
v

far from being criminal, that they do right, 1o tal}
‘of the mediate ¢blization of a law prefcribing duty,

or it does not cblige him.  In a covenant or promife,
there m:y be a condiiional obligation, which dependf

epon forne event, or fomething to be dane by anotbug
as the condition. 'Yc:’»cven then, until! the conditidl
takes place, there 13 no actual obligation. But a janf
obliges without any cther condition than the rightfi

authority of tie legiflatar, and it obliges all to whom i§

is given, to immedizte obedience, from the timne of it -
promuleation, or camnencement 3 and the neylect of ifg

expolcs to puaithment, as a difobedience, cafes of na
taral inability only excepted. |

As to the newly invented plea, that God commandi§

no unregencrate duiies (a very odd phrafe) or does nolfg
commard unregeacrate men, as fuch, to do duties. ft
really does not deferve a ferious anfwer ; for the mean.|
-1ng muit be, either, that the law of God does not com.%
‘mand any duiies to be done upon the principles fron}
-which unregencratz maea a, or in the manner, i
. which only they vin perform them, while they continee]
fuch, and then, it is uniking (o the purpofe. None o
my rexfoning are built wpon, o yequire any fuch fuppo-
fiion. No, it is a fpiritual holy ebedience that is re:]
quired of taem ; the fame that is required of the mot

hoit

£ 4 )

| Jxo!&. faint 3 and their unregeneracCy or moral inability,

afords them no excufe ;—or elfe it muft intend, that

| perfons, who are unregenerate, are not comprehended

'I's which T anfwer, then it is not now their duty iil§
prefent circumitaaces 5 therefore their faying back is i | !
| rated. The very mention of w.ich fo glares with :}b-
| furdity, that I believe there will be none found daring

. o - . . . ofition, the un-
a contradifiion. 'The law either obliges a perfon nowy enough to affert 1t. For, upon that fupp ,

in the obligation of thelaw ; it does not command them
to do any thing in religion, till they fhall be regenc-

regenerate would be fet free from all obligation to .the -
practice of daty at once; their negle& of all rehigion

.would beno difobedience.

But it is objefled, there is a difftrence between natu-
ral and pofitive, or inflituted duties, The former, as
prayer, for inftance, hind all mankind, by virtue of the
original law given to man in innocence ;. but the lattes~
are, by the qualifications required in them, limiited to

- the perfons in whom the qualifications are found.

Anfw. Natural duties -are qualified, as well-as pofi-
tive. Gracious principles, and a holy maunner of ac-
tien are equally required in both.  Nor will the original -
chligation of the moral law natural, make any differ-~

[ ence inthe cafe.  For it is a principle of the law,  that

whatloever poitive afitutions God fhall make known as

_his will, are to be obeyed. Pofitive laws as -univesfally
. bind all of the genqral charaler to whigh they are i~
rséted, as do natural. Naz do the qualifications required -

ia duties, st.all limit the fubjefls of the law. Thedi-
wige Legiflator does not give his-laws: ie this manner, .
viz. Whofaever have she qualifications reguired inthem, -
are to perfarm the enjoined dutics 3 but he requires du-
ties {0 Apd fo qualified abfolutely, withoat IF o ANDs

s D3 ol
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of all who claimx = claim a fhare 1n the general ‘chara
ter to which they belong. All, who call themfeliofl
chriftians, ftanu obliged to all the duties of chriRians 8
fuch,

( )
terms of [alvation ; they yield, that it is juft an driglt,
“that God fiould infilt upon this as the only way of re-
ceiving finners to favour; and coafent that this tranf-
attion fhall ftand as a witnefs againft them if their hearts

ftand back. It will ftand good againft them, as a vifible
public confens, before God, angels and men ; and may be

‘nerate finners cannat give ; and furely God does not Y f pleadal‘)le, yea pleaded againft them in th¢ great day of
quire perfons to declare a lie, and, that in fo folemn) God, 1‘f ‘thexr hea.rts f.hall be found wanting. This
manner © " fhews, it is not a vain thing to require their attendance.

, - Here is a fufficiently importane, though not the only
I anfwer—=The blefled God is fo far from requirigg - end of thefe infliruticns. The tranfalion iamports a

any to declare a lie, thac he commands them to tranfall declaration, thac they are at leaft attempting to give
ig this covenaat with all their hearts. Ag he has infif} their hearty confent, but. not a declaration, whether
tuted facram,enta; {o he requires all to attend upon theld that confent be traly fincere or not. The facraments
with all the qualifications requifite in fuch attendanc are not infiituted to be vilible figns of perfon’s opinion
Their want of the qualifications does not excufe the negl or- judgement concerning the exercifes of their own
le& of the external duty one moment ; for their rightfl@ hearts ; but figns of vifible confent they-are, which will
fovereign does not admit their continuing unholy oxf- be of great importance for the illufiration of the divine

moment ; and therefore, there is no plea for difobediendl juftice, in the aggravated condemnation of gofpel fin«
in any one inftance. The obligation of God’s law dotl ners. |

not furn upon the internal qualificatiOns of the fubjedf
but the rightful authority of the law-giver; and it
fafficient to juftify this, that man had originally fufh
ent ability to obey all che will of God in a proper mar
- ner,butloftit by his own default. Thebleffed Ged,thereg
fore, has a jult right to command all that is juftly due
from the fubjeéts of his goverament, in the moft abl-
lute manner, whatever their prefent internal qualifica-
tions may be. Nor can- it be faid, that even:the unre-
generate do not, in fome fenfe, really confent to the
covenant. The terms of the covenaat are fei befor

them ;- they acknowledge thefe to be the terms; the oaly

Ifit be objefted, that partaking of facraments ink
ports a confeut to the covenant of grace, which unreg

It is further objeted, that unregenerate finners, in

B partaking of facraments, perjure. themfelves in the very
a&t, and fure Cod does not require perjury,

Anfw. It is not the crime defign by the name of per-
jury. That conhifts in calling God to witnefs to the
truth of what the party knows to be falfe. T%is cunfifts
in the non-concurrence of the heart in a folemn ergage-
ment, into which the party enters, This is the unre-
generate finner’s gpeat fault in every hely duty, his
heart 18 not in it; and the greater folemnity of a cove-
nant-tranfaction is, no doubt, a.greas aggravation of
hij
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his crime ; but it is not tiking God to wi't‘n;'(s to 8
known falthood, he takes God to witnefs, indeed, to a
folemn engagement, which he vifibly, publicly, and
really eners into, and declares, Though his heart con.
.curs not in the manner God requires, yet ‘the engage-
ment is.-eal ; bhe will feel himfelf held and obliged tobe
the Lore’s. ~But he declares nothing herein about the
fincerity or infincerity of his heart in this tranfation, oty
the engagement he thus ratifies, Were it underftood to
“import fo folemn & declaration of the perfon’s judgement §
of his own condu&, the child of God, whale heart fia.
cerely confents, would often not dare 0 make fuch s de-
claration. ‘To give force to the objeétien, it fhould
foppofed that the perfon knowingly diflembles: Th
he publicly engages, oaly to fave appearaaces, and
smpofe apon others for fome purpofe or other, while
explicitly and formally refolves in his heart, he will
cleave to the Lord to ferve him, but walk after the i
gination of his own evil heart ; but this is nat to beal
ledged in this cafe. The perfon is fuppofed to fet ¢
terms of the covenant in view, confiier the claim G
has to him, and the obligations redeeming love lzys up
on him ; fets himfelf, from confcience of duty, to pre
fent himfelf before the Lord, and attempt to give t
confent of -his heart ; aed wifhes, upon fome principk
or other, there was fuch an heast in him, Thus far#
unregenerate finner may go; and however his h
fails in this matter, yet he confitutes a real engagemeny
which binds him to accept of Chrif, and be the Lord
forever. To this, God, apgels and men are witnel
If thefe things be duly confidered, the objedlion vanid
es; and it will appear, wie unregenerate finnes is

more chargeable with perjury in receiving the facra-

ments, than with lying ia prayer, but would any one
perfvade him, by ail means, not to dare to pray ?

45

It is often objedted, that the unregenerate, when they
partake of fucraments, put a feal 0 a blank.

Anjav. If the facraments were primarily, and only
feals of a perfonal intereit in the covenant, there would
.be weight in the objeétion.  But while’the facraments,
inthe ufe of them, ever by the unregenerate, do really
feal the truth and certainty of the covenaat of grace, in
its true tenor, 01 God’s part; and on the communicant’s
part a-folemn engagement, binding on his confcrence,
to embrace this covenant, with all his heast, and will
ftand firma againft him, for his aggravated ccndemnati-

on, if he does not ; it is very far from being = feal w0 a
blank. |

Again, it will be faid, if the facraments were con.

verting ordinances, then all fhould attend upon them as
well as prayer, hearing the word, &c. but as they are
only fealing, and not convesting ordinances, the cale is

-otherwife.

Anfw. All this is graris dictum, a mere affertion withe
out proof. I'or my part, I know not how divines have

come by this diftinction of ordinances into converting

and non-converting. 1 do not know any ordinance of

the gofpel, which is not a converting ordinance. Surely
that the facraments are feals, does not hinder, but pro-

motes tuciy tendency to the converfion of finness, [
. V4
fink, we have no way to know, that any ordinance is

@ corveiitrg crdinance, but from its native tendency o

that
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¢hat-end; and its being ufed by God for that purptis,
Now, what ftronger tendency can there be, to bring
home finners to God, than the exhibition the facry.
ments give of Chrift ; of the way of falvation throu
faiih in his blood ; of the grace of God, and the ftabi
lity of the new covenant ? Their very defign is to ea
gage men to come to-# point, and to clofe in with- th
terms of falvation propofed-in the gofpel.

U 47 9

m his proper eharaller ; arc in heart friendly to the way
. of falvation by Jefus Chriit; have fome real and proper
defires for holinefs (from a view of its excellency, or for
its own fake, I fuppofe) and an intereft in Jefus Chrift 5
(which would be, I think, to fuppefe they were not un-
regenerate, and fo would be 2 contradi®ion in terms)
and that God fo far approves and accepts them, as on
' that grownd to enter into covenant with them,
If it.be faid, it will then follow, that the profane sd . -
fcandalous ought to be admitted to the facraments,
they may be converted..

* An/. I think, it will appear from the whole I have
faid in the preceding pages, that the matter depends on
no fuch principle. The acceptablenefs of.  the perfons
and duties of even the holie faints oa earth with Ged,

is not at all the ground or reafon of his entering into co-

venant with them. 8o far{romi:, that their a;cccptance
with him is founded in the covenant of grace, and pro.

vided for by it. ‘Toalledge otherwife, would be to take
_tae Arminian fide of the queftion indeed.

Anfw. So far from it, that direQly the reverfé is t
conf~quence, ‘This is one circumfance, from when
arifes the firong tendency of facraments to cenvert fi
pers, viz. That they fecure and promote thz vifiblehol
nefs and external purity of the church, and thereby
tinguith her from the world. - They.thus affert the n
ceffity of true halinefs, and point it out as the. dif
guithiog charalter.of God’s people; but the force of thi
argument would be loft, if o fuch diftin&tion was
Yea, not merely be loft, but finners would be gre
eacouraged to continue fecure in fin.

- I readily gtant the unhappy ftate and charafler of all
‘ynregenerate finners ; they are at enmity with Gdd, and
have no holy difpofiiiors, but are wholly depraved : But
is that any reafon why the great Gud, their rightful fo- .
vereign, fhall not demand their immediate fubmiffion
and return to him? He offers his mercy, and requires
their return in a way of covennnt, and that tran(acted
in a vifible public manner. For this purpofe he inftitu-
ted facraments, that they may render the covenant vifi-

blc: and be a vifible expreflion or token of confent,
This tranfaction, and that with the whole heart, he re-

quires without delay. Unregenerate though they be, -
yet fince it is in the way of his own inftitutions he meets

with finners, they are to ftretch out the withered hand,
and

Itis an objeCtion of great weight with fome, thats
admit unregenerate men to facraments, and teach th
that they are bound to come, tends to flatter their vai
hopes, make them fecure; and build them up in felf
righteoufoefs. To make out this confequence, ivis 8l
ledged, we muf, in this cafe, proceed upon this prie
ple, viz. That fome unregenerate men have {fome goo
priaciples, fomne fincere regard for, and liking 10 G
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as look upon themfelves as unprepared, apprehending
they are not under a neceffity of ating, conclude to neg-
Je& it, and fo difmifs any further care about prepara-
tion, and think themfelves more at liberty to indulge
their corruptions through the courfe of life. Thus a

fenfe of obligation by virtue of their baptifm -is much
deftroyed.

( 43 )
aad attempt obedience. [t is the carelefs admiffion of
the profane and fcardalous, and the unfaithfulnefs of mig
nifters in negle@ing to lay matters fuirly before peeple,
and addrefs the confcience with the arguments arifing
from this topic, that depreciates the facraments, and
promotes fecurity and felf-rightecufncfs. Inftead of the
confcquences above.mentioned, therc would be the
firongeft tendency to convince and awaken the confci.
ence, and af e the heart, upan fuppofiiion of the follow.
ing things, viz. that difcipline, whereby the openly iry
religious and profane are 10 be kept off, Le duly exercis
fed. ‘That minifters deal faithfuily with the confcience,
fet the terms of the covenant fairly before people, fhew.
them that a confent to thefe is required in attending th
{acraments, aad nothing fhort ¢f 1t will be accepted;
that if their hearts refufe, they will grievouflly fin, acd
be found guiity before God ; yet they may not negle@
his inftituticns without anpiwxc to their guilt by open
difobedience. That they awaken them to lock to, an
carefully examine their hearts before and after fuch fo-
iemn tranfa@ions ; and prefs them to confider their awe
fal guilt, if their hearts are found wanting: Yet fhew
them, they are under the bond of the covenant; aré
bound in confcience to feek an intercftin Chrift within!
ceffant anxiety, and yield up their hearts to God; and_'
that, in the great day of account, they will be cealt with
as covenrant breakers if they do not. Yea, thofe irju-
yious confequences rather follow on the other file of ths
quelion: For, on that flate of the cale, fich unregene-
rate finners as come 1o facraments, 1yl vpon tleir ads
mi¥on as a ground of co.fidence that they cre true chri
tians ; and thinking they are fufc, iz down fcurc. Suek

ay

I prefume T have now taken notice of the meft weigha
.ty objeftians to my fentiments, and by removing them,
have gone, at leaft, a good length towards evincing the
truth of what I have advanced. However, there remain
{undry arguments, which to me appear conclufive on the

affirmative fide of the queftion ; thefe I fhall here take
liberty to propofe,mme=And

Firft, All thofe, who are convinced that the chriftian
religion is true, are immediately obliged to embrace
and openly profefs it ; this is almoft a felf-evident pro-

pofition, For to fuppofe otherwife, would be tofuppofe,
that the blefled God Lad made known his will, and pro-

pofed a fyftem of religion, which yet men, convinced of
its truth, were at liberty to rejeét ; and- this would te
the fame thing, as to fay he had not a rightful autho-
rity to oblige them ; the very mention of this thews the
glariag abfurdity, Now it neceflarily follows, that if
fuch perfons are immediately bound to embrace the true
religion, they are immediately bound to profess it, i. ¢.
publicly confent to it ; for, when religion is publicly
propofed, not to profefs and avow it, is openly to difa-
vow and rejet it ; there is no medium. It is the moft
flat contradiion to imagine we embrace the true reli-

g0, aad at the fame time, openly negle@® and difavow
E it.,
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it. But T have already fhewed, that to embrace thy
true religicn is to enter into covenant with Ged ; with.
out confenting to the covenant of grace, there is no fuch
thing as embracing religion: So to profefs religion iy
npenly end vifibly to tranfat that covenant ; and thisis
done ir the participation. of the facraments, and not
otherwife. ‘There is nofull formal profeflion of religion
aniecedent to this ; for without it, none are vifibly ing
_covenant, unlefs they can be vifibly in covenant with.
out ratifying and fealing it. .In this point of view,.|
think, the fcripture fets the matter, A4y, ii. 37, 38
Now avhen they heard this, they awere pricked in their
hearts, and faid unta Peter, and to the reff of the apofiies,
men and brethren, avhat fball ave do ? Then Peter jaid une
to them, repent and be baptized every, one of you, in th
name of Jefus Crifl, for the yemiffion of fins. 'The apaf.
tle had laid before them the evidence of Chrift’s being
the true Mefliab, from thie fulfilment of antient prophe.
cies concerning him in his refurre@tion from the dead.
‘The confequence was, they were convinced of the tru
of chriftianity, and of their aggravated guilt in the cru
cifixion of the Lord of Glory, full of anxiety, they en
quirewhat todo, ‘The anfwer is,repens and be baprized,
i. ¢. enter into covenant with God, publicly tranfaéting
and ratifying it by the fea] of baptifm. If it be faid,
here is the order, firlt r:pent, and then be bapticed—=
I anfwer,

RN
=/
N

G-

Firft, This is wo more than I have infifted on, as ne.
ceflary to be done, viz. Tofet befere perfons the nature
of true religion and the terms of falvation, and let thew
know that a cpdial compliance wish all this i3 requireds

1ad
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and nothing fhort of it will'do. This i; fully confiftens
with what- I have faid, and this they are to profefs in
their baptifm, Nor do they vifibly profefs repentance,
while they ftand back from this ordinance. 2d. Though
they are cailed upon to repent, there is'not the leaft hint
that they were to deter their baptifm until they thould
have cvidence, on which they ‘might judge they had
faving repentance. They were immediately to offer
themfelves to baptifm, and were forthwith baptized ;
and in confequence thereof, they went on in the conftant
actendance on all cther ‘ordinances, they continued flod-
Saply in the apoffle’s dofirike and fellowbip, and in the
breaking of bread (1. e, thevparticipation of the Lord’s
fupper) and in prayer, ver. 41, 42. - Alfo, 435, viii. 27,
Philip tells the Evniucly; if thou believeft with all thine
heart thou mayft (ba baptized.) The Eunuch does not
pronounce whether his ” "% was faviog or not, but only
profefles a belief of that ioundation truth, rhar Fefus
Gérift is the Son of God, and on this declaration he was
baptized.. -

Whe heathen are not immediately obliged to embrace
the chriftian religion, but firlt 10 enquire into it; but
fuch as are inftrufted and convinced in their judgement
and confcience of the truth of religian, are under a re-
ceflity of acting one way or other about it, either to
profefs or rejedt it. This is one defign of the inftitution
of facraments, that the perfons may be reduced to this
necefiity. What then fhall they do ? If they apprehend
they are ftill unregenerate, fhall they, for that reafon,
openly rejedt it? This is to go againft the difates of
their own confciences ; or fhall they publicly profels
their
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their bolief of it, confent te its obligation upon them,
and sefglve to appear on the fide of religion? One would
think it yery eafy to decide on this cale, and determine
which fide was fafe, and attended with leaft guilt.

Arg. 2. All baptized perfons are, thereby, bound t
perform all the duties of true chriftians, as they fhallf
become capable and:have an opportunity, both as toin.f
ternal exercifes, and externsl alions, I fay, as they'
fhall become capable ; for the greater part are baptized
in.infancy. But thefe, as well as all others, are brought
under the band of the coveaant. 'This thould be early
laid before them, to let them fee, that, by this dcdicat'{.
on to God, they are bound to perform all duties of re.
ligion for which they have cspacity, to receive inftrue
tion, and appear for religion as the profeflors thereof,

~As foon as they have a competency of knowledge, and
are capable of the difcipline of the church, they ar
bound to commemorate the death of Chsift, and renew
their engagements to him at his table, unlefs.regularly
debarred by difcipline for unchriftian conduét. Whes
gaey fhall become parents, they are bound-to dedicate
their children to God in baptifm. In. one word, they
are bound to. continue ftedfaft in the apoftle’s do&trine
and fellowfhip, and in the breaking of bread and pray.
er. To fay that bapti{m, even when received in infan.
cy, does not bind to all this, is tofay, they are not bound
by this covenant to all chriftian pra@ice, till they come
to the Lord’s table ; that they are not obliged to confi-
der themfelves as profeffors of religion in confequence of
their baptifm, and that they are not chargeable with
breach of covenant in neglefing to appear for it, and

ftanding
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ﬁandfng back frome the Lord’s fupper; and that is, ¥ -
think, to reprefent infant-baptifm as a matter of no great
benefit or importance. Or, they are hereby bound to
all sther chriftian daties, but not to come to the Lord’s
table! Where is the ground or fcripture authority for
that diftin&tion ? Is there any qualification requifite for
this duty, different in kind from what is required in
other duties ? Is not true grace or holinefs required in
all other duties, as well as this? And is not this erdi-
nance among the all things, awbatfocver be bas command-
ed his difiiples, and which they are to be taught to ob-
ferve ! Or, does the unregeneracy of any, who, accord-
ing to God’s own inftitution, are vifible members of his
church, nullify this obligation, fo that :heir omiffion cf
this ordinance is not their fin ? If it b. faid, 'as indeed
it frequently is, that they are, its true, bound by the
divine command, and non-atiendance on the Lord’s
table is their fin; yet fuch is their difqualification, that
they fin more, and contrat greater guilt by coming,
than flaying away ; fo that, upon the whole, it is fafes
for them to abftain. - I anfwer, if there is any weight
in the objetion, it will hold equally with refpet to al}
the other duties of religion ; for fuch are equally dif-
qualified for the performance of them ; and fo the un.
regenerate are at once fet free from all obligation, a:
vifible church members or baptized perfons, to the law
of God. A confequence, which I believe few, but the
difciples of Sandiman, will choofe to admit ; befides,
this objetion is felf-contradi@ory. Fer if they fin more
in coming, and upon the whole it isfafer to abftain, it
muft be, becaufe it is not the will of God they fhould
attempt to obey him with refpe@ to this ordinance :—

E 3 T\f
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They are excepted from the command ¢to obferve it ; if
fo, they are under no obligation to obferve it. To abftaig
is, therefore, {o far from being their fin, as this objetioy
fuppofes, that it is their duty, they do right. For t:;
{fuppofe two contradiftory obligations to take place a

on; for they either mutually deftroy each other, or, a

lealt, the one of them makes the other void. And
fappofe a prefent obligation, and yet thatthe fafeft cousfs

Arg. 3. The authority of God, inftituting and aps

pointing facraments in his vifible church, is the ground}§

and reafon of the obligation on vifible church memben
to obferve them ; and his command to obferve. them, is
the rule of their duty, and not any internal qualificatio
in them : Therefore, all vifible church-members are imd

mediately obliged to attend upon them, let their inter

nal ftate be what it will. The internal qualificationr
quired in attendance on facraments, cannot be the ground

however deftitute of it many may be.  Surely he, why

command immediately and abfolutely, the performancef
of the duty itfelf, in which fuch qualification is required
whether the perfons be poffefled of it or not. Confe.]
quently, all whe fhare in the vifible charalter, to which
th" facraments, by appointment belong ; 7. ¢. all vifible
church-members, ftand immediately obliged to attend
upon them, and that with the qualification required,
whether they altually have it or nos.  They Rand obli-

”
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ged to this in the fame manner, as they do to ényod:ar
duty of religion : Now the divine command in the cafe is
.the rule, the only rule of their duty ; and if the coin.

. mand extend to all vifible church-members, then itis an

. sxplicic rule which can be applied with certainty. But,
the fame time, by the fame law, is a grofs contradi&ti, R

upon this principle, viz. that the command toattend fa-
craments is fo limited and qualified, as to exclude and

prohibit all vifible church-members who .are uarogene-
. Tate; it will be impoflible to apply it with certainty in
15 to counteratt or violate it, is a glaring abfurdity.

many cafes ; for then, the rule of interpretation maft be
fome judgement of people’s internal fates. ; * aone,
whofe judgement deferves any notice, alledge that church
officers can judge in.that cafe, for.they know not the

hearts of others, and therefore many minifters don’t re.

quire any account of taeir exercifes from thofe they ad~
mit ; but enly a profeffon of having, fo far as they know
their ewn hearts, embraced . Jefus Chriff, and given
themfelves up to God, upon which ‘they are admitted. -

| Now this profeflion is cnly a.declaration of their opinior

5 | or judgment of.their exercifes of heart, or internal ftate.
or condition of the command to attend upon them ; fol§

| Confequently, the paity’s own judem ¢ in thic
God requires and commands the qualification itfellf§ judgment, 1n this cafe,

1 the rule of interpreting and applying the divine com-
§ mand; and according to this they are to con
bas a right to command the qualification, has a right g ¥ are to condu& them-

felves. In this decluration, they -place that profeflion

§ of true religion, or their being vifibly. the people of God,

waich is required in order to their admiffon. But fure-
ly, we have nothing made vifible here, but their judge.

§ ment of themfelves, Pray how does this render their

Pfofe.ﬂion of religion more vifible, than their acknow-
ledging the doftrines of the gofpel as divine truths, and

‘manifefting their influence, by a praftice agreeable to
them ? Nothing does this, fhort of poblicly tranfalting

a covenang
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& covenant with God in the way of his own appeintment,
i. ¢. by partaking of the figns and feals of his covenant,
Such a judgement of themfelves, would be as precariey
a ground of conduét to perfons in coming to facraments,
as any judgement formed of them would be to churchs
officers in admitting them. For befides, that many
judge favourably of themfelves, withoat fufficici¢ ground
to fupport it, and fo miftake their cafe ; there.are others

who, though really the children of God, 'are in grest
fufperce, and cannot determine on which fide the evig
dence preponderates ; while not a few, though at feaiom

they have comfortable hopes, yet frequentty labour un-

der diftrefling apprehenfions that they have rothing mort

than common grace. Upon this footing, [ think, pe
{fons, who doubt of their gracious ftate, cannot with {afe
ty come to facraments at all. For though they are to
the facraments are appointed to {trengthen weak faith
and cherith weak grace ; yet that is the matter in quefti
on, whether they have any true grace. The moft plaufib
thing that can be faid to them is, that if upon imparti
felf-examination, they find ftronger ground of hope tha
the contrary, they are to follow the ftrongeft evidenc
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that the command fo limitted and qualified as aforefaid,
1acludes him,

Arg. 4. 1f unregenerate vifible church-members cor-
tract greater guilt by abRaining from facraments than in
coming tothem, then they ought not to abftain. But

they do contra greater guilt by abfaining ; therefore,
taey ought not. |

Here, to prevent miftakes, I would. obferve, I mean
coming in a confcientious manner, otherwife, if perfons

Q.tould come to the Lord’s table merely to qualify for a
civil pol}; or in a profane manner, they would contra&t
much the greateft guilt ia coming.. "This would be to eat

-and drink unworthily with a witnefs, and to be guilty of |
she body and blood of the Lord, But to return.

I fuppofe the major propofition will not be denjed by

any. For if unregenerate vifible church-members con-
[ tralt greater guilt by abflaining, which is the fame
thing as tofay they fin more ; then certainly in coming,
from a confcience of duty, attempting obedience to the
divine command, they are lefs finful, and confequently

a& more as they ought to do, than in omitting it, The

only thing, therefore, to be confirmed is the minor proe
pofition, viz,

But here, even to a child of God, the ground of doub
may ofien feem ftrongeft; and though at times he may
have hopes, yet, perhaps, he more frequently fears hi¥
hopes are falfe; and that in cafe, he istold, he will
contract greater guilt by coming than ftaying away.—
How then fhall he run fo awful a rifk, when he fears
that is more probably his fad condition? Hence proba-
bly, yea, in many cafes doubtlefs, the exercifed chriflis

That fuch unregenerate finners do fin more, and cone.
tract greater guilt by abftaining,

Ireadily grant, that by their unbelief in fo folomna

#fnfiaion. which i its very nature fo fpecially requires
an is kept off, while the fecure felf-flattering finner comes faith in Chrift ; they fin and contra® great and aggra-

forward; yea, the doubting chriftian cannct be certais] Vated guilts  Their want of grace renders them altoge-
thatk | ther
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the negled of a known duty. Even whe
ftain, in a fort,
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ther wancceptable to God, he difapproves them.
only queltion is, whether 1n omitting, they ‘?o not &
yet more, and God does not more highly difapp
them ?

n perfons ab.
confcientioufly from a reverence of the
ordinance, and confideration of their unfitnefs, how.

ever that may extenuate the guilt of their cmiffien, yet

P fuch an error in judgement cannot alter the nature of
Now, in order to decide on this queftion, let it be coull things, and take away all additien 1o th
OW,

eir guilt there-
fidered, thatitis notte be fuppofed the blei=d { by, or render their condu@t lnflocenx.
when he inftituted thefe ordinances, left men at hbe._ J But t0 negle@ the facrament. from a carelef segled
to negle® them. All of the general charalter to.wf religion, and unwillingnefs o some under pin ohs
the facraments are 2ppointed, are obliged, by.zheu- W gations to it, is finning with a bigh bt oo .
inftirctisn, to obferve them. But to fuppofe it tobe Rwith proud Pharoah, « Who is he Lond, thas 1 o]
will of God, that fuch as are unregewerate, though Bobey his voice ? Rebellion 1y oy b f o ety e
ble church-members, fhould not approuh.to facram Bubbernness 4 iniguity and idolatyy,
under the netion of being difqualified, is mtou‘ 3
with any prefent obligation to at.tend. upon them ;
that is to fuppole that the in&itun.m of mdxnancfsh ‘
ges only when men are fuitably difpofed towardsft .
their want of faith and other graces fets them hfec
that their non-attendance upon them- adds :‘otdm
their guilt; yea, in that they obey Goc!, a“ ;.;q |
right, whichisan ab(udi&y.ﬂ:h.tt," I believe, :, -
with but fmall reception ; bu:, if they are un : !
fent and continual obligation te lttnfnd upon ¢l :
inents. by virtae of their-authertx.twe mm‘m.u:e ; '
not to attend upon them is difobe’d.wncc. In.;n;t b
8 gracious heart is waating 3 but l‘?‘the omiffion .
external duty, another inMucg of ghfobedxcncedu o
keeping back the hesrt-is, as it were, avoug ,c "
attempt is made to yield it up. - Surel:y to a{ ;c o
to the light of confcience, impreﬂ'ednmth.a mlcrs
fent obligation,- maft be lefs fnful, anf!~ infer ed 1 ;
vhan to go againft the di&ates of confcience, an '

» 18 better, and difcovers a
efs degree of wickednefs, and impiety, than fuch 2 con-

empt of religion and fubborn temp.r of mind. ‘Thys,

think, .the minor propofition is confirmed, ang there-
ore the conclufion flands good.,

Arg. 5. That God thould inftituze public covenant
gns and feals to be adminiftered iy his church, on pur.
ofe to bring the whole vifible church, in the celebration
f them, to enter publicly inte covenant with him ; and
onfequently, require the whole viiible church to atiend
#Pon them, is perfe@ly agreeable to his condu® towards

ie Jewith church in repeated inflaaces : Notwithftand.
g their facramental covenanting in circumcifion and

that naiion was exceedingly prone to idol.
t¥+ which they mingled with the true worthip of the
e Gods  Their femptation hereto arofe Som the prac-
tice

]
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tice of the heathen nations round aboutthem. To pre.

vent this, and in ordér to their avouching the Lord mon @

explicitly as the only true God, and renunciation of
idols, Mofes, Jofhua, Nehemiah and Ezra, undoubted,
ly by divine dire®ion, led the whole people to a cove.
nant-tranfa&ion. Upon which I beg lrave 20 obferve,

1. That a holy cleavipg to God with all the heary;
gracious clofing in with, and confenting to his covenant,
was as really, and as much required in thefe tranfaQios, |
as in coming to the Lord’s table. In this view Jofhm
fets the matter before the congregation of I{rael. Jofh
24. 19, 20, And Fofbua faid unto the people, ye cann
ferwve the Lord ; for be is a boly God, be is a jealous G
be will mot forgive your tranfallions, nor your fins. If
foriake the Lord and ferve firange Gods, then be awill tun
and do you burt, and comfume you, after that he has d
you good. As if he had faid, confider the pure and hol
charalter of the great God with whom you have to do, i
a very folemn manner ; and confequently, the holine
of that fervice he demands of you, and now require
your covenant engagement to praitife. It is no ealf

matter to approve yourfelves to him in this affair : Anl}

terrible will be the confequence of turning afide from
that conftant holy obedience he requires. In fhort,
fets before them the requifitions of the great God in that
tranfaltion, in the fame folemn pungent manner th
minifters of the golpel are to do in adminiftring the fa,
craments of the New Teftament. It is not holinefs in3
diminutive {enfe that he zequires ; it is the holinefs

true faints. Yet,

2, H: requires all Ifracl to enter into this covenant,

wexercifed : And confequently,

andl

».
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and brings them under engagements to this holinefs,
without ftanding to enquire whether they are already re-
generated or not,—He does not admit them to this cove-
nant tranfaction, from a judgement of their a Ppearance to
be regenerate, upon a previous profeffion ; but prefles wp-
on them to choofe the Lord for their God, by an induc’tfon
of falts, as fo many firiking arguments to perfuade them ;
and their yielding and aftually confenting to the covc:
haac then propoled, wis itfelf the profeffion of holinefs
they made. It was by that they appeared to be a holy
people. No doubt s number of them were unregenerate
but Jothua does not confider that as an obftruion in thc‘
way. He confiders them as rightfully che Lord’s and
however depraved {a coafequence of their ap’oﬁ-ac]’ and
the forfeiture they were under, yet he juftly m;uircs
‘them to be holy ; and upon this ptinciple, confittent!
: ?omman'ds their performance of all ¢hofe extérnai’l dutie)s’
m which thiv holinefs is profeded, and required to be
requires th
and engage to it in & folemn covznant-tra:’;é{;npmf;(s
4 parity of reafoa, ail this is #ill required of all ;iﬁbli
-church-members, and they are confiftently required to
profefs and engage to it~=by the participation of the {».
.;?raments of the NeweTellament. And in thus cntcrir;
into covenant, the vifible church appears as much ang
as really mow to be a holy peeple, as Ifrael did thex: It
+13 as much the duty of gofpel minifkers now to !ead. for
ward the whole church to cevenant-tranfa®ions with Go’d-

"in the folemn ordinances he has appointed for that
“purpole, as it was the duty of Mof;

‘the people of Ifrael to fuych
'which imported the fame prof
Yed truc holinefs,

very
Mofes and others to brix g

verbal covenanting then,
eflion, and as much requi.
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Arg. 6. The fteady attendance of all regular mem.
‘bers of the vifible church upon the {acraments of the
New-Teltament, greatly tends to promore, and give ef.
ficacy to the difcipline of the church; and thereby One
great end of their inftitution will be obtained. Coafe.
quently, it is the will of God that all fuch fhould attend
.upon them.

-

1 have already obferved, that the very exiftence ani
efficacy ot difcipline depends upon.the facraments.. The !
weight of cenfure upon the confcience of an offender,
arifes from his confidering the enjoyment. cf facraments,
"and ftanding among God’s vifible covenant-people asa
_great privilege, which he would otherwife have a right
to, but new is cut off from, ir codlequence of his ow

cffenfive conduét, . But if he is taught, that as an unre.
generate perfon he would have no right to them, wer
_he never fo regular, or externally. religious ; and that it
is {o far from being a privilege.to him, that it would ex.
. cecdingly increafe his guile, fhould he dare to approach;
. then the argument is loft. . Upon that principle, he i
not cut off from any thing he had a right to, or had any
_ thing to do with. . Whea a fcandalous perfon is judicial-
1y dealt with, and upon convilion, fentence is pro.
" nounced, viz that he is debarred.from the Lord’s table,
what is done to him ? In confequence of tiie inftruction
he had all along reccived, he had no thoughts of afking
admiflion. He obferves too, his . very fober ne;ghbour,

who is not only orthodox in his fentiments, but confcien-§ -

tioufly religious in his praftice, ftands off as unfitto
come: Yea, the officers of the church are not free to ad:

‘mit him, becaufe he apprehends after all, he is unrege-|-
-nerate. s it then any blot upon him to be in the fame |

cale

( 65 )

“cafe with his reputable neighbour? Does the aforefaid

fentence bring any evil upon him, more than he would
b~ under without it ? |

Upon this principle, that none but gracious perfons
eught to approach, the facrameats are confidered as dc-
figned to ditinguith between the regenevate and unre-
generate members of the vifible church (which yet can
never be done in this ftate) rather thin as public badges
of diftin&ion between the vifibly koly and profane, the
church and the world, - Hence, not the vicious only, but

confcientious externally yeligious perfonz, are kept off”

from communion with.the church, Now pray, to what
clafs of mankind do thefe belong ? They cannot well be
numbered with the-heathen, or the openly wicked ? They
fome how belong to the church, yet are not efteemed
proper members, and may not come to facraments more

than the heathen ; how then’ can thefacraments make
.diftin&tion between' the church and the world ?—Wkat
.does it fignify to an obftinate offender; who will not hear
-the church, though you efteem him as a heathen man

asd a publican, while he fees fo many of his apparently
religious neighbours, upon the matter, in the fame cafe ?

; thus difcipline is depreciated and weakened. But furely

this is not according to the will of God ; but rather that
conduét of vifible church members, which will maiatain
and fupport difcipline,

Thefe arguments, I think, abundantly confirm tha
trath of what I am maintaining, viz. That all who are
convinced of the truth of the chriftian religion, and the
obligation of its duties, are immediately bound to join
themfclves to the Lord and his church ; and all baptized

perions
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petfons, who bave arrived to a competent capacity, are
bound to come to the Lord’s table.~I fhall conclude :i
waoi: with a few genetal obfesvatiens,

Qb/ervation 1, From what has been faid, we obferve,
upon what footing the vifible church is called a doly, «
fpecial pesple 2o the Lord. Deut. 7. 6. A boly nation,
Exod. 19, 6. Holingss to the Lord. Fer. 2, 3. Saints
Pal. 79, 2, and 89, 5, 7. And very commonly, tk
Lord’s peaple. It is from the coveranc-tranfations which'
have paffed betweeh God and thém, whereby they fand ;
related to him, and-dedicated to his fervice, for the pur.
poles of holinefs ; and not from any previous appear
ance of holinefs, as the ground of their admiffion tNer
to.—='Vhatever awakenings, humiliations, or affeions
may be effeCted by the word among® finners, it is n
ver to purpofe, till they reje® fin, and eleave to God by
cové aut. And therefore, nothing fhort of public cove
hanting is a vifible fign of holinefs, as before obferved,
From tie folemnity of fuch tranfa@ions in their very n

tare, 4nd the afféting arguments and confideratio
¢fually urged on fuch occafions, perfoas are ccmmon
excited to much ferioufnefs, which exhibits a more ftriks
ing appearance of holinefs, than on-any other occafiod,
Hente-faith the Lord, I remember thee, the hindnefs if
thy youth, and the lova of thine e/}ou/bl:, avben thou avent
e} after me in the wildernefiy in aland that was nt fown.
Liracl was bolinefs to the Lord. Fer. ii. 2, 3.

Q4. 2. Wo may hence obferve with what proprietf
the facred {criptures require of all, who have been et
tered as members of the vifible church by circumcifon

of old, or baptifm now, that they live to God in theex
excifo
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ercife of univerfal holinefs of heart and life ; and urge:
by all the arguments belonging to the chara@ter of God’s
childeen : Such as that he is their God ; they are his
psople ; the redemption of Clrift; the rich grace and
love of God ; and the glories of heaven.———The great
God addrefles them in his word, not according to his
knowledge of their real internal fate as the fearcher of
hearts, but according to their external charatter and ;-
fible appearance,. and the. obligations they are brough:
under, Hence their fins are highly -aggravated and
deeply reflented, as a con:radi®ion to their public cha-
raller ; and.fo reflecting great dithonos upon the name
and-ways of God. - Jjaiab, 63, 8, 9, 10. v be faid
furely they.are my people, children that wili aot lie; />
be was their Saviour. In all their affliftion be.was affiici~
¢d, and the angel of bis prefence faved them : [n Fis }ofve
and in bis pity be redeemed them, and he bare themy . and
carried tbﬁ(: all the days of old.  But they rebelled, and

B -vexed bis holy fpirie - T, berefore be awas turncd to be their
- enemy, and be fought agajrt thews. It is sefented as

exceedingly offenfive, that Ifrael walked in the Satuses
of the hearben ; and aggravated from this circumflance,
that it was againf the Lord their God, 2 Kingsy 17. 8,

95 and that hereby, they rejeted 4is flatutes and bis
covenant, V. 1s,

06.{' 3. We may fe from what has been faid, theo
Pfognety, aad neceflity there is, that the minifters ct
(.fhrx[t thoulc, in the difpenfation of God’s word, dj(.
tinguith chara&ers, and addrefs them to the confcience

?f.men. Far though their public charaer is that «.
2ad’e . . -
aints, God’s chlldren, &c. and aCCOl‘dmgly all the heo

b3
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linefs of faints is demanded of them vet the word ¢
God affures vs there are hypocrites in Zion, branchy
in Chrift which are withered, foolifh virgins among
the wife, and tares growing among the wheat, in t
beft ftate of the church here below. Though the mini
ters of the gofpel cannot diftinguifh thefe, perfonal
from true faints, yet they can diftinguifh the charad
which defcribe the one and the other, whereby the ¢
fciences of men may be enabled to difcern their on'
proper charalter. Itisone thing to be vifibly a chil{
‘of Abraham, and another to walk in the faving faih
Abrabam. One thing to be a vifible faint, another
be really one in the fight of the heart-fearching God,
Therefore, profeflors had need to look well to th
felves, and examine, and inew themfelues swhether
Le in the faith, and Chrift be in them. And not ref
+this, that they have dbrabam to their father. Hence |
the Baptift dealt in fo folemn and awakening a
ner with thofe be baptized. Maz. 3. 7, 8, 9, 10
12. In like manaer, let every gofpel minifter

Limfelf. Amen.
£
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OBSERVATIONSTS

‘O N
REGENERATION;

"Wherein the Principle of Spiritual Life,
thereby implanted, is particularly confi-
dered.

S no truth is more intcrefling and -important, fo
none has been more frequently and fully treated

in a pratical view, by pious writers, than the do&rine
of. Regeneration. Many have, in this way, very ex-
cellently and iargely defcribed the happy change, which,

by virtue of the fupernatural work of the holy fpirit,

takes place in the whole man. I have therefore no de-

fign at prefent to :nter upon a full confideration of the

fubje& ; but fhall only beg leave to make a few very
brief obfervations, fome of which have not beenfo par-
ticalarly confidered in praQical treatifes, bat yet, per-
heps, may be of fome ufe to aflift iz the right apprehen-
fion of, and tend to prevent miftakes about a doltrine,
which lies fo much at the foundation of all true religion.

Ob/. 1. Regeneration is the commaunication of a prin-
ciple of ipiritual life to the foul of a finner, naturally

dead in trefpaffes and fins, by the agency of the holy
{pirit.
I call
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I call it priaciple, not only becaufe it is a beginning ( . ) | .
of fpiritual life, butefpecially, becayfe it denotes a for, | <carnal mind ic cumity againft bim. Rom. 8, 7. Confes
tled determinationjof the mind to right allivity towary] quently, fome other power muft be exerted in order to
{piritual obje@s, under-a moral confideration of them, break this evil determination, and reduce the rebeilious
whence refults every right exercife of heart abcut divipe]] creaturetoar ight temper, :A“d th"‘f muft be a power
things. It.is the determination of the foul to a holy ae, that has domini?n over the wxl%: This new determinas
tivity about God and divine things, or to fuch « kind tion, therefore, is from the ﬁf-lmxghty. agency o.f tl.le holy
" of ation ; not from.the impulfion of an external force,] fPIr it, it is he that communicates this new pr inciple of
but an internal altive principle ; and therefore is juftly} bife. Accordingl): ." is every where afcribed “_’ him in
called life. Life of the moft excellent kind." It is the| fcriptare. Jobu iii. 3.~ 5. and 6. 63. Tiv. iii. 5.
life of life.* -

O/, 2. 'Tkis principal of fpiritual life, and the man-
ner of its communication, are not immediately in them-

But as our apoftacy from God has fixed in us, by na )
felves perceptible.

ture, a very contrary determination, to a courfe of finful
action ; therefore, while that continues (vhich will
till fome power fubdue it) there can be no tendency it
the foul to an holy temper. . The power of. .the foul to
any activity lies formally in the will. Hence its w};ole
power, by nature, is.to.fin, and to.rcjedt God ; for sk

- carnal

As Adam did not perceive whes God breathed into
his noftrils the breath of natural life, but perceived iss
exiftencs and nature from its alivity.and effe@s: So the
exiftence and natare of fpiritual life are known only by
the experience the chriftian has of its exercife and effica-
y. Inthis view, our Lord obferves. Joh. iii. 8. T%e -
wind Llowerh where is liffarh, and thou heareff the found
thereof, but canft wot tell wdince it commh, or avhither it
goeth : S0 is every one that is bern of the tpirit. 'There -
‘are, indeed, who greatly abufe this psffage, thence flat-
tering themfelves, that they may be the fubjelts of re-
generation-without perceiving any geeat change in their
hearts and lives. Buat this is aot only foreign to the
. 1 a6 . ' _ fenfeof the place, but contradiQory to it. For the wind -
reafon in men, arife immediately trom the exiftence of natural] .
ficulties, orfomething in the frame or conftittion ofciears:es § 13 Very fenfibly perceived. The defign of ear Lord
refpeively. Buta moral principle is a determinazionto fome | {feems to be to remove Nicodemus’s furprife at thanyﬁ-

particular kind of a&tion, arifing from fomefeuded judgmenter | rionfnefs of the doQrine, by fhewing him it is a fuper-
feetimentin which the will acquicices. Thusa principle of hely |

aQion is the fixgd imprefion of fome /pirizual truth vs truchs 1ps natural work, performed by the holy fpirit as a gracious
on the heare, T fovereign : To which the  finner himlelf is fo far from
contributing

* There is fome diftin&ion between a matural ard a m- nl
principle of aGion. The formes lies in the very eflerce of the
being to which it belongs, or is a determination to fome par
ticular kind of aRiou sefulting from its frame or conflitution,
Thus feif-a&ivity, or natural iife. which is effzntial te the fin),
1s a principle of aion in general. A dctermination to particue
lar kinds of natural a@ion, fuch as we call iniiin&in n.utes, or




{( 70 )

contributing any thing, that he is not fo much as fenfi
ble of the article of communication, nor perceives thy
manner of the holy fpirit’s operation.---Q. 4. There apy
my Reries in nature which you cannot account for. Yo
cannot immediately perceive the erigin of the wind, no
account for its ceafing when once in motion, or perceivy
the reafon why it continually, snd often very fuddenly
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I fay converfion ftrictly taken : For largely taken, it
includes the firflt exercifes of the feveral graces of the
holy {pivit, which are but the various modifications of
the fame principle of fpiritual life, fuch as juttifying
faith, hope, joy, zeal, forrow for fin, &. From which
regenération, (tho’ the term is often alfo ufed in the fame

latitude, yet) 1s fo diftiné in a frick fenfe, as to be al-
changes its direCtion. You hear the found, and feelth|§ tegether antecedent, not only in the order of nature,

effells, but it is only by obfervations on-thefe fenfationg? but of timc too. But ftrily taken, converfion is the
either made by yourf:lf, or fuggefted by others, thwg actual fubmiffion or turning of the foul to God in the
you can infer any conclufions about its nature or caufe,j moft fimple notion of it.  This may perhaps, lie in the
"Why then fhould you be furprifed to find myfteries in't & foul’s fubmitting itfelf into the hands of divine fove-
manner of divine opergugns’ when Pg;fgrmlﬂg WO!‘k Jeignty, as moit ﬁﬂy having a l‘ight to do with Lim as
of grace ? .In this new-bdirth, a man can only perceiv:te pleales: Or in a fupreme regard to God as a moft
the exercifes of divine life in his heart 5 and by fcrip.glorious being, and rightful Lord. Now this, when
ral obfervations on thefe, infer what fort of a -life mjj confidered as the effect of the holy fpirit’s agency, ena-
Tives, or form conclufions-about its nature and principlef] bling, er caufing the.foul to turn to God, is called re-
_For any one therefore, to pretend to tell what the prim[§ generation ; but when confidered as an aivity effential
<iple of divine:life is, antecedent to all exercifes of life}} to fpiritual lite, and formally as the foul’s a&, it is call.

in the heart, and undertake from thence to demonftranfl ¢d converfion ; but thefe are the. only different views,
and cxplain thofe exercifes, 1s a vain attempt. Wheel and refpe&s of the fame thing. ‘For regeneration ua-
.he diftinguifhes-this life from-all its exercifes, and gom “doubtedly denotes a moral effe@ produced by the {pirit
_about to.tell us what it is ancecedent to them all, he§] of God. But this effet, which he produces, is tke fou!’s
.muft talk in the dark about a certain fomething, of whick tarning to God. Surely nothing fhort of this can be
-he has no idea. To give it a name, to call it, for in.] called the new birth. Regeneration is the implantation
ftance, a new tempex or tafle, is not to tell us what it is. }. of holinefs in the heart. Now certainly, there can be
Let any man explain what he means by a new or holy §. no rezi holinefs without turning to God: The foul that
temper, without including fome exercife of life in tbe] Las not turned to God, is flill, without controver(y, un-
- heart, if he:can. regenerate. Hence it follows, ‘

Obf. 3. Regeneration and eonverfion, ftriétly taken,
are not diftinét things ; but thefe different denoming-
“tions, exprefs the fame thing ynder different views.
Ifa

06/, 4. That this principle wrought in the foul in re.
gencration, is not femething antecedent to every act and
exercife
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exercife of holinefs, butincludes init, or is a firft all
exercife of holinefs, of the fame nature with all the exep,
cifes of holinefs that follow after, through the courfe ¢
life. '

To caufe life is to caule action ; for activity is effen,
tial to the idea of life. When the holy fpirit regens
rates a finner, he communicates an aétive principh;
etherwifeit were not life: But to talk of an ative prin.}
ciple exifting in the foul abfolutcly without atien, .mld;Q |
be a contradi@tion ; now this a&ion muft be cleaving y
God. Hence arifes,

Q5 5. A fifth obfervation, viz. that this principh
of {piritual life confifts in, or incledes {ome new view d
the mind, and det¢rmination cr approbation of the will]

This muft be the cafe, becaufe it i5 2 moral princg

. ple; otherwife, it couid mot be the principle of a cour

of moral aQion ; when therefore, a prirciple of fpi

tual life is implanted, a moral efeét is produced ; |

that efe& which includes no a&ls of the underftandis

and will, but is abfolntely antecedent to them, muftid

a mere phyfical, and not a moral effe®, and then to

generate, would be to create in a phyfical, not a me
fenfe.

}

I think, the facred fcriptures fet the matter in o
fame light with the above obfervation, Sometimes th
happy change is exprefled by the term Light. Eph. v. 4
Ve were lometi%es Darknefs, but noaw are ye Light in
Lord. Sometimes it is repretented under the notiond
‘being made willing.  Piul, cx. 3. Ty people fhall
willing in the day of thy ponver. Eitier of thefe expre

2 Cor. v, 6. For God bath /bined into onr hearts,
10e light of the knowledge of the Elory
of Jelus Chrit.  To fee the glory of God, muft inclyde
| both the view of the underftanding,
§ of the will.
tures {peak of this change Iargely taken. For adm ittin
that, yct it is not by way of contra-diftin&;j
exclufive of the firft inftance ; but the
life comes under the fame predicame
whe were fometimes darknefs,
encd only but to be /ighe,
fhines 1nto the heart,

manne: as of a natyral temper.
o the confideration fuch a certain,
ftra®ion of the Buman fiame, as

ﬁ
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fions includes the other. Thus, when the. regenersie
are called /ight, the matter is not confined to the under.
ftanding only, but includes the approbation of the will,
and to be willing, certainly, includes the view of the
underftanding ; for there can be no a& of the will Witha
out it; fometimes both are fet in view together ; as,
Als xxvi. 18, Tu open their eyes, and to turn them from
darkne(s to light, and from the power of fatan tv God.
Certainly to open the eyes, and turn from darknefs to
light, is te enlighten the underflanding, and to turn to

God is an a& of the will. To the fame purpofe is,

togi‘ve

of God in the face

and the approbation
It is no obje&ien to this, to fay, tlefe ferip.

&

on from, or
firlt exiftence of
nt.  Thus they,
are not faid to be en]; ght-
God in the new creation,
in a manner amalogous to his @;.

ning in the natural werld, when he created light in ir,

It is very ealy to fay, that in regeneration, a holy tem.
per is produced whence this

rife ; but perhaps, it would n
connection, what we are to
Surely we are not

knowledge and volition .
ot be fo eafy to tell, in thac
underltand by that temper,
(0 conccive of a moral, in the (ame
In the latter, we take
yet various con-
15 apt 1o produc: juch

G and
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and fuch paffions and izelings of nature. * Now, if we
have an ilea of the former, any thing like this, we muft
then confider it only as anew faculty created in the foul,
and has nothing moral ia it, any more than the under.
ftanding or will confidered as natural facalties. Butif
we cenceive of it as amaral determination of the foul to.
wards God, then we muft corfider it as including fome
apprehenfion of God in the underftanding, and an at of
the will embracing him, which brings the matrer to what
Y have faid. Thus we are, as it were, infenfibly led to
fome apprehenfion of what this divine principle is, or
wherein it confifts, though we cannot comprehend the §
saanner of the holy fpiri:’s operation in producing it, or @

explain how it exifts, - It is an experimental pratticil g
knowledge of God, or it is a new view of the infinite §
perfeftions of God, with the approbation of them in ths §
will as moft excellent ; or, which is, indeed, the famw 3

thing under its proper denomination, it is a fupreae
love to God: Supreme love to God, is the very efience |
of true religion. Hence it is called the fulfiliing of 13, }
faw. Rom, xiii, 10. QOur Lord mentions jove ;v ‘5od
and our neighbour as the fum and fubftance of the whols §
law.  Mat. xxii. 37, 38, 39, 40. No ainn can be |
called trus obedience, if it don’t low from love tn Ged, |

and every cxereife of true grace may be reducsd to this §

as 1ts principle, ’

0J%/. 6. Theholy fpirit makes ufe of the word of fic i
as a mean in the work of regeneration, which ke reader:
irrefiltably efficacious for that purpofe, :

I'am far from thinking with the Arminians, :hai the
only influcace of the holy fpirit in this maiter Les in

whig
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. what they ¢a!l moral fuafion ; that is, as T underftand 1,

The holy {pirit having {et before us the arguments and
motives of the gofpel in the word, both by his Provi-
dence, and an influeace upon the mind, excites its at-
tention to thefe things, and aflilts the natural facclties
in weighing thofe arguments and motives, and thus
firives to pe:faade the finner to a compliaace with goi-
ol overtures, tue ftill leaves it with himicif to yield w,
or rejedt thofe aiguments by a {overcign alt of bis own
will,  According to this, it is only an objr&ive ! gos
shat oy {2+ hefme the miad, as contained in the werd; o
veprefentation of objedts, as yet at a diilance, of whicna
she mind has no knowledge but by the report 2:ad de-
{cription of the word ; and perhaps the ma#t, 1t ot all
the iight, whizh is ufually called commen illuminativa,
gy be octained this way. |

Ncr can T agree with fome, even eminene Calviniflic
divines, that thers i- oaly 2 gradual dificsence between
cowmon and faving illumination ; 1 believe thereis a {pe-
cific diference: there is in regeneratior a fukje@ive lighe
created in e foul, which, though it is the knowledge
of 11 glorious nbjeé® prefented to the mind, yet may fitly

be called ltbjective in re(peé of the mennev of its com-
Jurication, as contra-difinguifhed trom, tho’ not op-

peitd to the mere objetive figh* of the word befcre de-
feribed ; 1t (s an immeaiate intuitive ‘enfe. or krow.
ledge of thie moral perfeltions and charates of God, not
;. aincc by way of conclulon from premiles, or by argu-
inzntation. wut arifiig frora the appreach of God tn the
foul, by way of gracicus prefence ; he thus takes poflef-
ficn of the heart, and fills it with a fenfe of himfelf by

..
0.4
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his prefence in a peculiar manner ; and thisis a way of
knowing, very different from that received merely by
the defeription and report of the word ; and therefore 5
different kind of knowledge, viz. by way cf fpiritoal
fenfe and experience. Tho’ we cannot perceive or ex.
plain the manner of this divine prefence or accefs to the
foul ; yet the fa is abundantly witneffed by the expe.
ricace of God’s people ; notwithftanding, they have an

habitual fpiritual knowledge of God and divine truths; |

yet, at one feafon, they are diftreffed with darknefs, and
cannat get any proper views of God ; at another, they
fhall be full of light, and atonithed with the view of di.
vine glory ; now what is the reafen of this vaft differ-
ence ? Surely, not from any difference in the objellive
light of the word, or theircapacity to meditate upon it,
Eut the reafon of it is, the abfence of God in the one
cafe, and his glorious prefence in the other; therefore,
their firft fuch knowledye of God was from fuch aa an-
proach to the fcul, or divine prefence in it. And for
the reality of this experience in God’s people, I refer
to the account the facred fcriptures give us fome:imes of
their bitter complaints ¢f God’s hiding himf}f, und
panting for him as the hart for the water brooks ; at o-
ther times, of their rejoicing in his beauty and glory,
with which they are, as it were tranfported ; and, I
think thefe words of Job, xlii. 5. 7 bave heard of 15ec by
f/)e bearing of the ear, but nows mine eye feeth thec---fully
Jultify this diftin@licn cf obje@ive and fubje@ive know-
f:dpe; for admit that the defign of the words is to re-
preient tie very lively views he had of the divine excel-
lency, fo that comparatively fpeaking, all his former,
even cxpeiimental views were but like report ; yet, by

a parity
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a parity of reafon, there is a vaft difference between ex-
perience in the loweft degree, and report; and he goes
upon this principle,---That report, or by the hearing of
the ear, is a very Janguid and imperfe@ way of know-
ing, compared with fight and intimate acquaintance.
Thefe are very different kinds of knowledge, as differ-
ent as the knowledge a man has of a country frem an
hiftorical account and map of it, or the report of travel-
lers ; and that he has from travelling through, and {ee-

.ng it himfelf. Thus then, by this prefence of God in

the foul, it has a knnwledge of bim, which 1t could nat

poflibly have without it, by the moft animated defcrip-
tions and reprefentations of the word. It was thus, even
innocent Adam knew. the moral charalter and excellency
of God, not cnly by obje&ive evidence from without,
but alfo by . fubje@ive evidence, from his experience of
the diviue prefence.

But all this does not exclude moral influence by way
of argument, the arguments contained in the word ; but -
rather accounts for their isrefiftible efhicacy. Thougn
mere :moral fvafion will not do the bufinefs, yet itisnot
excluded ; 1t 15 a ioral effet that is to be produced .
'Therefore, it is natural enough to expeét that the power
producing it fhould be exerted in a moral way; and
confequently a moral mnean with great propriety be ad-
mitted.

That this matter may be betier apprehended, I beg
leave to obferve, that the bleffed God mufl be exhibited
to the.mind as an objeét of contemplation, in order to
any at of the will towards him. The will approves him
as mcft fit and worthy 1o be chofen, which muft be

G2 founded
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founded upon the contemplation of him in the muy
Length of time is not, indeed, neceffary for this py,
pofe. The operations of the mind are very quick....|
Were we to . :ppofe an adult, who had no opportuniy
of the word, to be regenerated ; no doubt, a refledio
upon his own intuitive perceptions, would exhibit th
blefled God to the mind, as an obje& of contemplation,
For it is abfurd to {fuppofe a new heart to exift in any
dult perfon without any ideas of God and divine things’
in the underftanding ; for that is to fuppofe a perfon re-
generated, and yet altogether ignozant of God ; to tun
to God without any knowledge of him, which, [ think,
15 a contradi®ion, and the fame thing as to fay, ama
is changed without any alteration ; the thiefon the croft
{feems to be an inftance of the contrary : Tho’ he lived
in the land of Judea, and had cpportunity of the word of
Goad, it is not probable a man of his abandoned charac-
ter fuught any confiderable acquaintance with it; ye
his ipeech to his fellow-criminal, and his addrefs to Je.
fus Chrift, fhewed very confiderable difcoveries of God,
and the charattcs of his Saviour.

But let it be confidered, that with refpe@ to finners
who live under the means of grace, and enjoy the word
of God, tho’, by reafon of their eftrangement from God,
they have no proper views of divine truths; yet thei:
underftandings are poffefled ot fome general fpezulative
knowledge of them ; yea, convinced finners have more,
they have fuch an experimental knowledge of the law
convincing them of fir:, a5 is effeQual to aroufe them out
of their fatal fecurity, and confute their falfe notions,
and awaken themn to a very folemn attention to the word

of
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of God. Now in regeneration, the intuitive views, im-
prefled on the mind by the divine prefence, are exattiy

¢the fame with the defcriptions and delineations of the

'I'he mind therefore, 1i-
stead of refle®ting immediately upon its own perceptiose,
looks forward to the word. Now the man’s eyes are
opened, and he underitands the fcripture in 2 manner
he never could before ; there he fces this gloricus objeét
reprefented as in a glats ; from thence the retle@ion is
fo ftrong and lively asirrefiftably, tho’ in a moral way,
to determine the will ; for furely, it isvery apprehenfi-
ble, that the views of the mind may be fo experiment-
al, ftrong, and full of evidence, that it is impofiible for
a rational being to with-ho!d the approbation and con-
fent of the will ; and thus this divine temper is formed
in the heart : In this point of hight, I think, the apoitle
{cts the matter, 2 Cor. 1i1. 18. But we all with open face
bzholding, as in a glals, the glory of the Lord, cre ¢ in-
ged into the fame image, from gliry to glory, even .. by
the jpivit of the Lord. 'Tho’ thefe words comprehend the
oradual perfetting the image of God, in the progrefs of
the work of grace ; yet ccrtainly the firlt itep of the pro-
cefs is in the fame way with all the fubfequent, in the
whole feries. Nor does the ufe of the glafs at all dero-
gate trom the efficiency of the {pirit, in caufing and con-
duting this whole matter; and, indeed, there is ac
really an immediate agency of the fpirit upon the fiul,
n every progreflive perfefing of the image of God, and
every initance of the quickening of grace in believers
(where yet the concurring inftrumentality of the word,
notwithltanding, is acknowledged) as there is In the firft
begetting of the divine life,

divine character in the word,

Hers




{ % )

Here I would take notice, how very different this
view f divine illumination is from the wild conceits of
enthufiafts ;. their pretended extraordinary difcoveries
and infpirations confift in unaccountable impulfes with.
out the word, the warm flights of imagination, and agi.
tation of their paffions : In-all this they have no refer.
ence to the word of God, but rather fet light by itin
. comparifon of their own great light; or elfe in pretend.
1ng to the word, put inconfiftent ridicuious conitruétions
upon it ;—=but thefe intuitive views of God, Imentioned
as primarily arifing from his prefence in the fou!, are
but the impreflions of fuch truths-as the word of God de.
{cribes ; they lead to the {criptures, and give a ration.
al, confiftent view of them ; this light is tried and judg.
 #d by «he word ot God : T the laaw and tc the tctimany,
if they [peak mot according to this avord, it is becane tiere
i no light in them. 1fa. viii. 20.

X cannot but think the inftrumentality cf the word in
regeneration, in the view I have given of ir, iz once
and again afferted inthe facred feriptures——~thus, 1 Pet,
1, 23. Being born again, not of corruptible feed, but of
incorruptible, by the word of Gud which liverk and abie
deth forever. ‘The word, here rendered born again, is
the fame which is ufed, Fobn iii. 3. of which new birth
the word ir declared to be an inftrument or mean ; ia
the fame view, the fame apoftle tells the chritians to
wh.m he wrote, that Ay tbe great and precious promifes,
they were made partakers of the divine nature, 2z Pet, 4.4,
and to be made partakers of the divine nature is to be
regencrated : Another paffuge, is Jam. i. 18, Qf bis
own Will begat be wi with [or by] the aword of truth,

" 'he
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The word here (uf;:d, cannot, with any propriety, I
think, be underftood of any thing elfe than the firlt in-
fufion or begetting of fpiritual life ; when this is faid to
be done with, or by the word, it muft intend that it 1s
ufed as an inflrument or mean ; in this view; this bleffed
change is exprefled, by putting God’s law 1n the inward
parts, and awriting it in the heart.  Jer. xxxi. 33.

Doubtlefs the holy f{pirit could as eafily accozplifh
this great work without vfing any mean; yet as it ap-
pears very plain, he has chofen to do otherwife ; we
may not only fuppofe, but readily fee great propriety in

his making ufe of the word in this matter : This change
is to be tried and judged of by the word; therefore muft

anf{wer to the deferiptions and chara&ers there given, as
the impreflion on the wax anfwers to the charatters of
the feal. The views of God in the mird, muft be fuch
as exz&lly agree to the defcriptions and reprefentations

of kim in the word. Jt was, coniequently, very fit that
thefe charaéters of the word fhould be imprefled upon the
foul, as a medium of determaning the will ia regencra-
tion.

When the holy fpirit talies the &nner 1n hend, ir or.

der to bring him home to God ; the firft ftep he ordina.
ril7-takes, isto convince him of fin, confute his fal{e no-
t.ons, and flay his legal hopes; in this he makes ule
of tie law as a mean, as all acknowledge, Yet in or-
der to this effe@ual accels of the law to the confcience,
there is as really an immediate exertion of power and
influence upon the foul, as there is alfo in repeneration ;
and tho’ this conviétion does not rake the finner more
worthy of the grace of Ged, yetthe great defign of itis

to
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to prepare tiie wiy for the opening of divine truths upy
the mind with the brighier evidence, in iis pafling thj
‘aving change ; which refle@s the image of this glor
upon the beholding ioul, and determines the will
2 Uer. dite 18.--2P5al. cx. 3.

zeal in difputing abcut the principle of fpititual life,
wherein it confifts, or what it is anteccdent to all excrw
cifes thereof. While we are warmly interefted in deci-
ding the fpeculative dilpute, we are apt to forge: the
practical confideration of the important fubjed, and the

Obs. %. From this new view of the mind, and dete;. application of 1t t0 ourfelves ; and thofe who attend to
mination of the will, eor furreme regard to God, refutf us are led to treat the mattf?r In Phe fame manac: 3 by
thie various exercises of heart, which are ca'led the grae this means the inierefts of vital piety l'anguxfh. Whiie
cf the holy fpirit, and diflinguithed by particular names,, W€ jultly Jament the low ftate of cx?erxmcntal reiigion,

to devote our!cives to thefe fpeculative refinements, will
not be found the way to revive it. Experience will al-
ways (hew, that to keep up a praltical view of divine
‘truths, and the folemn application of them in ferious
pungent addreiles to the confcience, is the beft calcula.
ted for that purpofe. Befides, if we lay down, by way
of hypothefis, a certainfomething, of which we can have
no idea (as of a principle of life, antecedent 1o all ex-
ercifes of life, we cannot ; nor can we infer any conclu-
fions about its natare, from anyexercifes of the heart, i# it
includeneither idea nor volition, butis fumething ablolute«
ly antcedent to both)then we fhall be in danger of a fuper-
frufture, as unintelligible as the bafis upon which we
build. ‘Thus fome have wildly dreamed, that the prin.
ciple of fpiritual life may exift in the foul without any
aft or exercife of life, as a tafte, which lies dormant un-
til a proper objeét be applied to it ; and if it may exift
thus one moment, why not two ? and if two, why not a
minate ? and fo on, till they bring the fuppofition to
hours, days, nionths, and years; and fo a regenerate
perfon may ftill continue an unbeliever, and of confe-
quence, in an unjuftified ftate: And I fee not wiy it
would net be as ealy to continue the fuppofition till death,
and

as their proper principle.

Frem this view of the divine charaller in the enlight
encd mind, naturally arifes a difcovery of the neceffiyy
©of Chrilt’s fauisfaltion to divine juflice, and the fitneh
a~d glory cf that way of reccnciliation with God,
Hence faith in Chrilt. This plan of mercy ftill morn
illuftrates the giory of the divine charadter; for it fhin
in the face of Jetus Chritt; by thefe views of faith, {pic
ritual affetions are excited, forrow for, and hatred a
gainft fin raifed ; hencc an habitual watchfulnefs agaial
fin and oppolition to it, and delight in the fervice of
God ; and all this infers a great and permanent change
in the whole courfe of life and a&ticn ; but prattical wri
ters have abundantly explained and defcribed thefe
things ; to whom I refer my readers, and (hall infift ne
further upon them here.

I therefore conclude with this general remak, viz,
that itis of vaftly more importance and concesrnment 10
us, to inquire into the reality of a gragious change, &
difcovered by the alteration, and holy exercifes which
the regencrate cxperience; than fpend ocr time and

ccal
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and fo'fend him to hell, with his dormant principle,,
long with him, Thus the caufe of vital religion is greay,
ly differved.,

 But if we attend to the rlain-practical views the fcrip.
tures give us of this matter, confider the exercifes of
divine life, which difcover the happy change producg
in regeneration, and trace thefe to their firft principle

which, from the nature of thefe exerciles, we conclude
tn be fomething ¢f the fame natarc with them; tobea |

firft act of the feries of alts or exercifes that tollow after,
which the holy {pirit caufes the foul toexert; (i.e. cap.
fes it to live) we are in no danger of any fatal miftake,
In this way, the heart will be more likely to feel itfelf
interefted ; and thus people become more folemn and
exercifed in examining and judging the ftate of their
own fouls; and that this may be more extenfively the
cafe among profeflors, may God of his infinite merey
grant for Chrift’s fake. AMEN.

mlfacramcms of the New-Tcflament, praile and praver,
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ON THE

MEANS of GRACE,

1. HE great God ftands in no need of means, in

order to accomplifh his purpofes. He could,
if he pleafed, caufe all events he {ees meet to effe&, to
come to pafs in the fame way he caufed the world at firft

' to exift, viz. by the word of his power or fovereign a&

of his will ; yet it does not at all derogate from bhis ef-
ficiency, but rather ferves to illuftrate his power, to ufe
mears, becaufe all their efficacy upon the effe, is from
Accordingly it has pleafed him, that rational
creatures might more diltin&ly obferve his works, to ufe
means, and appoint a conne&ion between them and the
end in view, both in the natural and moral world ; yet
fuch a conneion as 2lways depends upon the divine
pleafure. Nleans arc effeftual or ineffeCtual, as he af-
fords or withholds his concarrence ; particularly in the
adminiftration of his moral goverpment, he deals with
the fubjetts therdof in a way fuited to their rational na-
tures, and ufes means of a moral nature, in carrying on
the intcrefts of religion in our degenerate world. To
this purpofe, he has given his holy word, appointed a
gofpel miniftry and ordinances of worfliip, fuch as the

him.

I 10 hefe
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'I1. Thefe divines commonly call means, not of in.
firuftion only, but of grace ; the reafon is, becaufe it iy
in the ufe cf thefe means, the holy fpirit, ordinarily
communicates cr beflows grace on-iinners, and builds
up his children in holinefs, until he brings them fafe
home to glooy. Now, whatever can be confidered as 3
mean with reference to an end, mauft have fome tenden.
cy to, and, .in its own way, have influence upon, or con.
cur in attaining it ; for that which bas no fuch tendeas
cy or influence, has no manner of conne&tion with the
cxiftence or accomnlithment o1 the exd; and confequent-
ly is no means of it at all, - If, therefore, thefe ordi.
nances are means of grace, they muft have a tendency
to, and in the hand of the holy fpirit, concurrcace i
the regeneration and converfion of finners, and thence
forward, in carrying on the work of grace in them. A
all ordinances of worfhip are but various manners of ad.
miniftering the word of God, it is efpecially to bc con-
Tidered as a mean for thefe purpofes.

III. That we may {ce with what propriety thefe are
called means of grace, let us attend to what we find af-
cribed to, or predicated of the word, in the bible ; which
cnly can be faid of it confidered as an inftrument oz
means, and not as an efficient caufe ; which 1t cannot
be. The convittion of finners is afcribed to it,—By th
Jaav isthe knowledge of fin--Rom. iii. zo. Peter’s hear.
ers, upon hearing his difcourfe, wherein he proved from
the {criptures of the Old Teftament, that Jefus, whom
tiey had crucified, was the true Meffiah, aere pricked
in their heart;—A@s ii. 37. By this God diftinguithes
his word delivered by the true prophets, from that de-

livered
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livered by the falfe, viz. That his avord is lite a fre,
and like a bammer thai breaketh the vock in picces —Ter
xx:iii. 29. The word of God is quick and pawcerful, and
Jharper than any two cdged lword, piercing evento the di-
widing afunder of loul and fpirit, and of the joints and

-marrew, and is a difcerner of the thoughts and intents of

the beart---Heb. iv. 12, Tt kills thé legal pride of fin-
ners. I through the laaw am dsad to the law, 1vat I might
live unto God. Gal.{i. 19. I have already taken no-

tice in my obfervations-on regeneration, that chrifliars
are {aid 10 be dorn again, 6liﬂtteu, and made partakters

of the diuine nature, by the word of Gud. 1 Per. i. 23,

‘Jam.i. 18, 2 Pgt. i. 4. towhich I would add, Pral. xix.
.7, 8, where the word under the terms Jaw, reffimony,

and commandmentrs, 18 {aid o convert the foul, make avile

‘the fimple, and eniighten tbe tyes} all which terms plain-

ly exprefs the faving change wrbuglit in regeneration.
This change is an infcription of the divine law upon the
heart. Fer. xxxi. 33. All thefe expreflions fignify much
more than merely inftru@ing the fpeculative underftand -
ing. They muft import the concutrence of the word as

a mean or inftrument in the Land of the holy fpirit, ba:h
in the preparatory work of convi@ion, and alfo in effect-
f ing the faving change in regenetatiaﬂ Itis unnecefary
_to recite the many paffages which feprefent the woid
_and ordinances as means of quic‘fcening, fupporting;
~comforting, fan&lifying, perfe&iffg and firengthening o

God’s people. I would only ebferve, that the efficacy

_of the word for thefe purpofes, depends upon the prefence:
.and immediate agency of the holy fpiritin the heart:

which zs really takes place in thefe inftances, as in the

. regeneration of a finner, and the latter as ealily admits
_the ufe of mcans as the iormer.

1v.



[V. The efficacy of the means of grace lies not in “;’ V. Yet, notwithﬁa.nding, tthe:: g a; .aptn.efs an:t;;t:-
.. : . : , e end in view ; -
intrinfic virtue in themiclves, nor depends upon the de.ncy in the means, in OrCer lo Th {’ things
power or will of thofe who attend upon them ; for the wxl:e they would not be prop e;y means.‘ o'e e tgﬁf
effet to be produced is fupernaturai, to which finnen which have n: °P mc[;“ t;n ;ncy © ut:n:zt:au:]:!: :xin;_

: i : ; nfluence u ; X1l

are by nature entirely averfe, and defitute of a true dif- the end; c;m a‘; chno ortk(? :1 a: conne}zlion ;ilh them
»
cernment of the excellency of the truths and weight of ence of the encd Aas 1o ®1n 11 of its exift-
the arguments propofed in the word ; but they are ren. and confequently there are no means at 2t 0 ;tsf God
dered effeflual to the attainment of the end, by the ence. Now, the aptnels or tendency of the wor o U/f
) ’ : nrift, Hes in, 1 /4.

blefling of the holy fpirit upon them, and his energy in to reduce finners to the obedience of Chrif, Ties 1, 1,

: . . . The clearnefs of reprefentation, whereby divine truths
them ; they are means in the fpirit’s hand, rather than P oo y bed in th
are fet before the mind ; divine truths areclothed 1p the

moft plain and intelligible language, their fublime na-
ture will allow of ; they are delcriptively exprefled, fo
as not only to declare their nature, but alfo to deferibe
their true influence, and the imprcflions they fhould
make upon the heart. They are alfo illuftrated by the
moft familiar fimilitvdes. 24. In the interefting man

ner in which thefe facred truths are urged, or the weight
of the zrguments with which they are prefied home, 34.
In the awful authority and great majefty with which they
are delivered, whence they bind and affeét the confci-
ence; they are fet before us with a Thus Jaith the Lard
¢r Fehovah, our rightful Sovereign, with whom 1s ter-
rible rajefty, and your God, who has a covenant claim
wpon his profefling people. « Hence, then, when the holy
fpirit takes the word in his hand, and makes applica-
tion of it to the Leart, it is molt apt-and fit, as a mean,
to inftruct the mind and inform the confcienice, and tuus
to conviace and awaken the finner; to lay reitraints up~
on men, and repreis, or in fome meafure, reltrain even
the natu-al enmity of the awakened finre ;- and when the
holy fpirit cetually opens the finner’s eyes, and makes

V. th, ‘ H 2 hlm

the creature’s. And finrers are to attend upon them
in that view, that they may lie in the way in which the
fpirit meets with fuch, and works upon them ; like the
poor impotent people, who lay at the pool, Wwaiting for
the defcent of the angel to trouble the waters. Fobn v,
3. 4. With refped to creature agents, the application
cr ufc of means depends upon them, but the caufality it.
felf, or energy of means in order to the end is not in
taeir power, nor depends upon their will, Hence they
often fail of fuccefs in the ufe of the beft adapted means ;
but when this divine agent condefcends to ufe means, he
caufes their eficacy, and makes them effe®ual when,
and with refpet to whom he pleafes, Ifay, condefcends
to ufe means; for the very circumftance I have mention-
ed, fhews he needs them not ; he could immediately
- will whatfoever he pleafes ; when, therefore he is plea-
ied to make ufe of means, it isin order to the more eafy
dilcovery of himfelf to his creatures. Hence it follows,
“that the great God is not the lefs an efficicnt, for his
ufing means, nor the lefs difplays his power in accom-
plithing the end by them,
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him underfland divine t-uths as they are reprefented iy
the word, they have a moft apt tendency, by way of a,
gumeat, to perfuade and determine the will 5 and

promota the life and exercife of all the graces of the ho
ly {pirit, in true chriftians.* |

I have faid that when the word is fo effeCtually appli.
ed to the confcience as to convi@® the finner, 1t is .

means of reprefling or reftraining his natural enmity,

As this will probably be, in a particular manner, called |

“in queftion, I beg leave to offer a few thoughts further
upon it. I do not at all fuppofe the finner’s enmity iy,
in this cafe, fubdued; for them he would be regenera.
ted, which is contrary to the fuppofition. The wicked.
refs of men may, yea, in many inftances is reftrain.
€d, when its governing power is not at all broken.—
Hence, tholz who awere clean efeaped from them avb
dive in error, and efcaped the pollutions of" the world thrd
the knowledge of the Lord and Savisur jefus Chrift, may
be allured through twe lafs of the joif> and msch wantone
nes, and be again envangled ; yea, it ta: often praves to by
158 cafe, ti:at according to the true proverb, the dog is
turned to bis cwum voms: again, and the (ow that aafbed,
27 ber avallowing in the mire, 2 Pet. ii. 13, 19, 20, 22.
The afing of the finner’s comity is, indeed, more di-
re&t againft God and fpiritual objeéts, thus brought near
znd fet in view before him by convi&tion, and this, no
doubt, is a greater aggravation of thofe exercifes of en-

mity ;

Uvnamnintand GHBURES . VUL SDESR)

* I would heresefer the reader to what I have f2id in the 6th

obfervation on regeneration, concérning the inflrumeatalisy of
ths wordiheicin,

i
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mity ; yet it will by no means follow that enmity, 8s an
evil principle in the heart, is more prevalent, or has, in
this cafe, aequired a greater degree of powzr, The
power of this, as well as every other evil habit, lies ih
the fway and dominion it has in the heart, - Enmity
reigns in the heart ever while it is defiture of true love
to God; but yet the more peaceably it poflefles the

“heart, and the more fully it has its confent, the more

pawerful it i, While the finner is in & flate of fecuri-
ty, thougk he does not feel fo explicit oppofition to God
in his heart, as being more out of view; yet it is the
fame principle of enmity that carries him'on in cafling
God’s law behind his back ; i negle@ing the divine
fervice ; and giving a loofe rein to his corruptions,
while he defpifes, and prrhaps derides firi€t religion,
I1is enmity lords it over him wiibwut control, and har-
dens his heart againft reproof and eonviftion. It is un.
moleted in its fway, and carries the finner headlong
whichever way it dire@ts; and he juftifies himfelf in
all this, and refufes to take blame to himfelf; but the
awakened finner, while convition is borne home upon
the confcience, confeffes the juft authority over him,
that he has moft unjuftly trampled upon it, and violated
his law; though he has no holy acquiefceice in, or
choice of the divine government, yet he has a rational
ccnvi@ion that is rightful, and that he deferves punith.
ment for coniradifting it ; that he feels his heart averfe,
greatly alarms him, and convinces him of the exiftence
of enmity in his heart. Inftead of fpurning at his con-
viQtions, trampling them under foot, and calting them
off, which would be the cafe if his enmity scquired
firength in proportion to his conviQions, he cherifhes
: them,



( 92 )

them, and is afraid of falling back into fecurity agajn,

Though he feels rifingrof heart, yea, fosue finners make

fome attempts to thake off their convictions, with whom
they aretoo powerful , and are ingraafed till they fo break
their ftout {pirits, as that they. give up their ftruggles to
fiifle them, and become afraid. left they thould leave
them again to fall into an hardened Rate ; yet this is /o
far fiom proving the increafe of enmity as ta firength
or prevalence, that, in reality, it proves the reftraiat of
it &y the authority of Ged’s law.in the confcience, and
convincing influences of the holy. fpirit. Upon a difco-
very of the excecding depravity and wickednefs of his
heart, the finner, upon fome principle, wilhes his heart
was changed. True, he does not choofe holinefs or
turning to God .a itfelf confidered, for that he does not,
is oae main thing that fills his confcicnce with fo much
guilt; yet he earneftly defires there was fuch 2~ heart
- 1n him as did fee the beauty of holinefs, and truly choofe
~it.  He defires this,.indeed, upon nc higher principle,
- than a regard to his own happinefs. This. where there
is no higher, is not an haly principle, nc. is this fort of
defire of graee fuch as denotes true grace in the heart;
yet.it is not, in itfelf, a wicked principle. That this
- refpet to his own happinefs does not regard holinefs as
an ingredient in it, and is not fubordinate to, and un.
- der the influence of an higher and more noble prigci-
ple, 1s his crime; but that it is in him, and has influ.
* ence upon him, is not. Surely the finner’s enmity is
* not as prevalent and unreftrained, when he is thus anx.
. ioufly folicitous to obtain heart-changing grace, even
on this principle, as when he utterly difregarded the
master, and juftified himfelf in refuling to return.
| When
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When 1t s faid that the awakened finner filf conti-
nues to reje Chrit, and hate God wich all his heart,
the meaning muft either be, that under all his conviéli-
cns, the finner exerts himfelf to the utmoft with all bis

might in oppofition to them ; that he the more pours
contempt on the gofpel, and floutly refolves to rejeét

- Jefus Chrift; that he cafls about to find out how he may

bear himfelf up in a determined oppofition to the gof-
pel overtures of falvation, and the more he 1s convince
ed, the more malicioufly does he oppofe, and impudent-
ly jultify himfelf in refufing Chrift and his redemption,
like the Scribes and Pharifees of old, which would argue
the increafe of enmity with a witnefs’; and then, the
propofition is not true, yea, notorioufly contrary to fal.
Or elfe the meaning muft only be, that notwithftanding

- all his convi@ions and increafe of light, his enmity is
. not at all fubdued, but it prefent reftraints were remo=

ved, it would return to its oid flubborn foutnefs in the
way of fin ; and all the faculties and powers of the foul
are flill under the reignirg power of that hateful prin-
ciple; and then I have no ¢ontroverfy with any man
about it : But this is no way inconfiftent with what I .
hove faid, unlefs we fay, that to lay reftraints upon the
luft and corruptions of men, is inconfiftent with their do-
minion in the heart; or elfe, that they have as great a
degree of power under reftraints, as when moft unre-
firained ; neither of which, will any man, in the due
ufe o} his reafon, affert, for that would deftroy all ideas
of different degrees of wickednefs.. The finner’s con-
vittions awaken his attention to tho’e glorious ebjeéts,
God, and his fon Jefus Chrilt, and the way of falvation
.through him; and thereby the alings of his natural

enmit
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enmity are more dire&t and explicit, which, doubtlefs,
,more aggravate them as particular ats, and expofey
. the malignity of that hateful principle. Yet that verp
; difcovery, and the finner's condemning himfelf for i,
-and cries 10 God for deliverance from it, fhew that it
. has not as quiet pofleflion of the heart, and as prevalent
. energy in it as formerly.—~eNow it is from the princi.
. ples, good or bad, which have the governing prevalenc
“in the heart, that perfons have their charaéter ; -a.courfe
.of ation only fixes the charafer, as it indicates the
prevalence of the principle from which fuch actions
. flow ; and the degree of that prevalence determinet the
. degree of the charafler, efpecially in the eye of the
heart-fearching God ; .if, then, uader folema convi&i.
- ons by the authority of God’s law, and the convincing
. influences of the holy.fpirit, the {nner’s natural enmi.
.ty be reftrained, it will follow, that the awakened fin
. ner’s charaler 1s not, on the whole, rendered more vile
~and odious in the fight of God, than it was in the days
.-of hisfecurity and contented courfe of fin againft him.*
—Can it be imagined, that the finner’s enmity has as
.frong an energy in him when brought to break off from
B his

* It will sp no means follhw, that awakened finners are in
- adegiee accepsed to God, on acconnt of the'r being lefs finful
- ¢han they were in the days of their fecurity 3 for the divine law
. §till condemns them as falling short, inﬁnit‘ély shore of its de-
, mands ;3 and their lefs finfulnels makes no atanement for the
{malleft paft tranfgreffion : It only follows, thut in their-prefent
“cale, they demerit a lcfs degree of difapprobation and punish-
mene; i e, they aie lefs offenfive ; and his we muft admit
or elfe deny any different degrees of wickednefs 3 or affect that che
Yowelt degree of wickednefs is as offeufive, and difapproved in
‘as high a degree as ihe greatclte
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his coutle of externzl fins, as when'he puffued them with

greedine(s ? when he earneftly attends to the duties of
religion, as when he neglected them with fcorn and con-

“tempt, or trifled with them in a liftlefs formaliiy? and

when he eagerly feeks the company of God’s people atk-
ing their advice, as when he hated to be near them,
could not bear their converfation, but took delight in
the company of the profane and ungodly 7 butto return ;

That the means of grace have a tendency to the con-
vitionand converfion of finners, as wellas the edificati-
on of God’s people, appears by the expoRulations God
ufes with them in his word, as utterly inexcufable and
perverfe in continuing impenitents after all the pains he
bas taken upon them, and means ufed with them. I/,
v. from the beginning of the chapter, the Lord repre-
fents the abundant provifion he had made for their fruit-
fulnefs, in point of means and advantages which he had
offered them ; on which he cxpoftulates with them.—
V. 4. What cauld have been done move to my wineyard that
I bawe net done in it ? awherefore ahen I looked that it
foould bring forth grapes, brought it forih wild grapes ?
Jer. vii. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29. But this thing
commanded I them, faying, obey my woice and I awill be
your God,-and ye fhall be my people: And walk ye in all
the ways that I have commanded you, that it may le well
unte you ; bat they barkened not, mor inclined their ear,
but awalked in the counfzls and the imaginations of the'r
evil bheart, and went backward and not firward. Since
the day that your fathers came forth of the land of Egypt
anto this day, I hawve even fent you all my fervanis the
prophets, daily rifing up carly and (ending them. Yot thiy

barkened
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barkened not unto me, nur inclined their ear, bst kordeved
tbeir neck, they did avorje than their fathers. Therefon
thou fhalt [peat all 1hefe avords unto them, but they awill
met bearken unto thee : Thou fbalt alla call unts them, iu
they wili not anfaver thee 3 but thou fhalt fay unto them,
this is @ nativn toat e5eyeth not the woice of the Lord their
God, (nor receiveth corre@ion : Truth is perifbed and cu,
qf Srom their mouih.  Cut off thine bair, O Jerufalem,,
and caft it away, and take up a lamentation on bigh pla-
ces, for the Lord hath reje@ed and forfaken the generation
of bis wrath, Here we fee, their difobedience to, and
abufe of the means he had ufed with them, was the rea.
fon why they were fo peculiarly the generation of God's
wrath, and of the fad iffue of their cafe.=If it be faid,
the inftru&tion they get from the word is fufficient to ren.
der impenitent finners inexcufable; I anfwer, either
this light and inftruftion has a tendency to their con-
verfion (and if this be admitted, the matter is fairly
given up) or it has no fuch tendency at all ; and then
how does it at all render them inexcufable in continuing

impenitent and unconverted ?

The converfion of finners to God is, in » v.ord, the
great fcope of the means of grace;; this the word of God
calls for at their hands, commands and prefles it with
the greatet importunity. It is needlefs to recite autho-
sities for this to fuch as are acquainted with their bible,
fince we might quote a great part of that {acred book t'o
this purpofe. Thercfore it 1s, that the gofpel m:.
niftry is called the miniftry of reconciliation, and ft :s
the bufinefs of gofpel minifters to pray finnexs in Chrilt's

Read to be reconciled to God,  Yet,
VI. There
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VI. There is no certain or infallible conne&ion be-
tween the moft diligent and earneit attendance on the
means, that unregenerate finners are capable of, and
their obtaining the faving grace of God. This iffue of
the matter is entirely from the fovereign merey of God.
It we fuppofe a certain neceflary conne&ion in this cafe,
it mult arife, either from the natare of the thing, viz.
fome conflitution or law of nature, or from fome promife
and pofitive appointment of God to that purpofe ; but
ia the cafe before us, there is no fuch conne&ion in ei-
ther way, Not the former ; for the means of grace are
pofitive inflitutions, and don’t fall und.r the laws of na-
ture ; nor do they operate by way of influence upon God,
to move him to thew mercy, but are means whereby
the blefled God deals with finners, and works effe@ually
on whom Le pleafes; their efficacy depends upon hig

blefling and energy. In this view he has appointed
means, and requires fallen men to attend upon them.
Guilty finners lie at mercy, upon which they have no
claim, but it lies in the breaft of God as a fovereign of
his own grace, to fhew mercy or not as he pleafes ; and
therefore, according to his fovercign pleafure, he ren-

ders the means of grace effeual or not ; and as to the

latter part of connetion, viz. by promife or pofitive ap-

| pointment ; there is not the fmalleft evide.ice of it in
the word of God ; if there be, let any one fhew it, who
thinks he can.
fach promife in all the book of God. As to fuch pafla-
ges, as Luke xi. 9. and Mat. vii, 7. Ak and it fhall be
tiven you ; feek and ye fhall find; knock and it Joall be

Or»;}l‘»,&l ’Info '}’0“0

t \,‘,'.1‘4',' ; [N

I muft confefs, I have r.ot met with one

There the conduét of God as a father
» 1w children, is plainly fpoken of ; and there-
| fore,
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fore, afking, feeking, and knocking in faith, afking,
&c. in a gracious manner, is intended ; and they are
the children of God who are fpoken of. If the moral
eficacy of the means of grace terminated on Goud, to
move him to give grace (the very mention of which
fhews the abfurdity of the fuppofition) or the finner’s
ufle of them were at all the ground or reafonc” his fuew-
ing mercy; then, indced, the very appointment cf
means would imply a premife of fuccefs, or fomething
equal to it, in the required ufe of them ; but this is fo
far from being the cafe, that on the contrary, the ten.
dency of the mcans to the end lies in their moral yuflu.
ence upon the confciences and hearts of finners; vet
whatever aptnefs to fuch an influence there s in the
msans of grace, fuch is the blindnefls, deadnels, enmity
and prejucice of poor finners, that until the haly fpiri,
accompany them with his prefence and energy, no fuch
infiucnce wiil effc@ually tahe place in their hearts. Now
e works in or by thefe means as a fovercign ; hence he
fisives with many only in fuch a way, as that he fuficrs
them il to refift, until in juft refentment, he forfakes
them : But with refpeé to the vedels of mercy, he pro.
fccutes bis gracious defign, until by the rod of his frength
(\he word of Xis grace) he irrefiftibly conqueres and
Therefore
finners are to ufe the means of grace as creatures lying

rules in the midf} cf bis enemies. Plal. cx. 2,

at mescy, feeking pure grace, which depends on the
mighty encrgy of the holy fpirit ; but they can found no
claim 10 grace on their moft diligent ufe of {aid means
It is enough to engage finners to the ufe of means, that
God hus appointed them as fuch, has required their ate

icadance upon them ; there 16 an apinefs in the meand
-, thpmfanP“
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¢hemi:lves and a proper tendency, and it is bythele
means the holy {pirit works; in this way he meets with
perithing creatures in mercy, and they cannot expect
the grace of God in the negle& of his inftituti ns ¢
While there is a MaY BE the Lord avill be gracious
(Amos v. 15.) an WHO KNOWETH if the Lord awill re-
turn, and repent, and leave a blefing bebind bim.  Joel
ii. 14. Sinners will be utterly inexcufable in negle@.
ing them, and juftly charged with chocfing their owa de-
ftru&tion. | o |

VII. From what hasbeen faid it wil follow, as a con-
clufion on the whole, that all finners, where the gofpel
comes, are under the moft indifpenfible obligations to
attend the means of grace. 'The defign of theirinftitu-
tion as mediums of the f{pirit’s dealing with their fouls
about their eternal interefts, lays them under bonds of
gratitude. For why, thall the offended Majefly of hea-
ven, thus feek after rebellious finners? Would it pot
then be the bafeft ingratitude to treat him with negle® ?
The gracious authority of God binds their confcicnces,
he requires their attendance upon his ordinances ; their
very infitution implies fuch a requifition, andit will be
a difobedience, highly criminal, to neglect them.

We alfo hence fce what ground of encouragement fin-
ners have for their attendance on the means of gface ;
they have not the affurance of a promife that they fhall
be fuccefsful ; the great God has come under no fuch en-
gagement : They have no ground of prefent peac and
{fecurity from their moft diligent and carneft ufe of them.
Such apprehenfions would lead to, and fupport a felf-
righteous fpirit, and be an abufe of the means of race

They
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'They have great reafon of deepeft anxiety left tiey f:zii
-f the grace of God, and provoke the holy {pirit to for-
fake them. Vet they have fufficient motives from the
aforefaid defign of their inflitution ; their moral aptnefs
and tendency, whereby they are ad.apted to our rational
natures and the fpirit’s operations, and fuited to affe@
the hearts of men in a moral way : Itis the flated way of
the {pirit’s dealing with the foul’s of men; by his word
anc ordinances he ftrives with finners, and by the fame
means he accomplifhes his {pecial work of grace ; and
in this way there is the only prebability of meeting
with gicrey.  In the continued negle@ of God’s ordi-
nance, there is czrtain deftruftion, but in waiting oa
God in this way, there is a peradventure the Lord may
have mercy. The holy fpirit has rendered the means of
grace cffc€tual to multitudes, ar.d how knows each fin-
scr, bat of his rich grace, he may effeQually reach him ?

Hence alfo we :nay fee that the minifters of the gofe

- pel not onlv may with fafety and progriety, but are
- bound in duty to urge unregenerate finners, as well as
- others, to adiligent ufe and improvement of the mcans
of grace, and in that way feek unto God for regenerat-
“ing grace. If thepreceding view of the matter be kept
up, fuch exhortations can have no tendency to fettle
people in a legal dependence on the means, nor promote
fecurity and carnal confidence. Yea, it is highly in-
¢ imbent on the minifters of Chrift to give particular
diretions to poor finners, in order to their imprcvement
,_;of the means, in fuch a manner as has the moft likely
' tendency, and wherewith it is moft probable the holy
fpirit may concur, for thieir converiien to God. Cer-
tiinly a mere external attendance upos the sdminiftra-
tion

(loi)

ion of ordinances, while the heart is fecure and carelels,

¥« not likely to anfwer any gond' end. Undoubtedly,

fuch have need to be directed fo to attend to the word of

MGod as to compare themfelves therewith, to examine

them felves, and enter into a ferious confiderationof their
o fate and charaler, and lay to heart the danger

ey arc 1.

Awakened finners are inclined to ferk (helter in the

duties of religion, and to expe@ heali., and relief to

dieir confciences from their carneft ufe of means. Thefe
eed to be warned of that dangetous rock, and be di-==.
d to fuch a view of God’s law as may more deeply
onvince them of their utter depravity, and flay them
ead to the law. Gal. ii. 19. Their attention to their
ertures of the gofpel fhould be urged. Our fafe path
ot between two dangerous extremes, viz. Ofthofe who
ly try to convince men of their uaregenerate ftate,
’ lupon them to embrace Jefus Chrift, and there leave
der all their perplexing exercifes and diftrefles, with-
tany counfel or dire@ion ; and thus their varicus temp-
tions, difcouragements and defpondencies are over-
ked, and no afliftance is adminiftered when they moft
Jit. 1tisa matter of great confequence, into what
nds poor convinced finners fall ; an unfkilful treat-
ent of them is vaflly injurious. ‘The other extreme is
thofe who dire& finners to duties and attendance on
means of grace in fuch a legal manner, as to encou-
¢ their dependance upon them.  Such lead poor crea-
¢s to think they can do femething to recommend them
God; their utter infufficiency in themfelves is never
fly opened up. On the contrary, they are told, if

1 they
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they do their part, God will do hjs ; and thuys they ;
made to believe, there is a certain conneétion batw, .

. \ unfe] to
their own beft endeavours and the faving grace of Goigands by grudcnt, feafona?le and evangeixcgl ;ofalvatiou
that if they do what they can, God will do the rept. ] direc their way, and Pou?t out the n‘xet 0 c:t e
Thus the nature and defign of the mecans is mifrcpri tothem. They have fufficient encouragem

. | his principle, that however dead, mifera-
fented. They are confidered condudt, upon this p L .

impreflions as evangelical councils and dire®ions tend

‘, ( 103 )

with God, in order to prevail with him, rather ty

means whereby ha deals with them, in order to cal] thes . . c ol “uls o
back again to himflf, and renders them irrefiftablyg| 0 that the Loly fpirit carries on his work in the fouls of

®
‘ 4 they fhall be
ficacious for ihat purpole when he pleafes. 'The firfp (gM€8 5 and therefore, when h? cgn;u;:, y bbis
thefe extremes tends to make finners negle all attempyg e1¢e7cd effc@ual.  May the God of all grace teach

. ¥
y : Creliod : : . ow to negotiate the treaty of peace and recon-
to perform the duties of religion, or if thev give the fervants how to neg Y of i

prefence at ordinances, yet make no eflay to flrive wi Eciliacion, arid make them ubundantly wife to win fouls
their own hearts, as being altogether in ‘vain, withod 10 Jeius Chrift \‘AMFN'
any tendency to prcmote their good, and not requir o
of them in their prefent circumftances, While this doc
trine is belicved, Satan isnot much afraid of damage
his intereft from all their convi®ions of being in an us
regenerate ftate ; for the confequence is, they quent
the fpirit.  If conviftions Rtartle them, they, upon thi
principle, make no attempt to cherifh their convi@ion
eafily fall afleep again, and lie flill in a ‘carelefs indo
lence. By the Jaiter extreme the friving of finrersi
turned into a wrong channel, and they are directed toth
ufe of means upon principles entirely wrong. The di
rections they get fend them to the law for life, and fett!
them upon a righteoufnefs of their own. Both the ex
tremes are injurious to the interefls of religion, and def
truftive to the fouls of men; both are 1o be avoided
the minifters of the gofpel are to endeavour the convic
tion and awakening of finners ; and where there are an

awakenings, they are to attend to, and cherifh them
aud

'.'
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