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THE

SYN OD of NEw-York

and FPuiLaperpaia Vindicated, &c.

R. Harker makes fo loud a Complaint,
and fets the Synod’s Treatmer.t of him
in {o ftrange a point of Light :a kLis Ap-
peal, thatthe ChntianWorld, to whom
it is made, wiil, I doubt not, naturally
to be inform’d, what is o be faid in defence of
the Synod’s Conduct: And I hope they are fo
candid as to fufpend their Judgment upon the
Matter, until {uch Defence appear. 1 fhall there-
fore atterapt to lay it before them in the few
foliowing Pages.

I prEsuME 1t will appear to every one, at
firft View, that Mr. Harker wrote his Appeal,
and particularly the Letter, which he fent into
the Synod, under the Infiuence of firong undrid-
led Paffions, and 1 think I may add, without
breach of Charity, much Pride.

Hz reproaches the Synod with being ¢ cru-
¢ el and fevere.,” He tells them, Appeal. P.
36. * Your Severitics necefliate me to vindicate
¥ my own Charatter and Integrity, at the Ex-
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- pence of th: Afxderation, Jultice, Chrilkizn
« Charity and i‘orbt:ara.uc, which 1 fhou’d ever
“ dclwht to find in vou” By which he muft
mean, (if it be pn!nb!: to affix any Nieaning
to the ! xpretfions at allh entiver, that the by-
nod’s Trearment of hn is 0 very bad, as to
juilify hna an l.‘.}'mg afide thot Virnies, or
cile 1o manit ﬂ that they them!clves are dedhi-
tuie of them.  Such is his Senfe of his own Far-
pardaace, and the Synnzi s Severity, that he con-
cetves ¢ they are in darger ot loting the Repu-
« tiren or their Bod: ;, and of heing fubjected
¢ 10 the Abherrence and Coentempt of Mank:ind.®
Now, as * hard Words will not aiter Facts,” and
thele, and fuch like Rediections cairy 1in them no
Sortat Arguments, they canbeno otf‘.c: vile con-
fidered then asthe Lrupnions of sutrazeous Pafli-
ons, and plain Intimations of his d tire 1 have

it fo: Bug, Irruftic will appear in the Scquel, that
they aie very unjuil, and the Synad are mnno
great Danger of ¢ lofing their Character and In-
tiuenee” by their Conuecitowards rlim! Was the
Carithan World to form a Judament from Mr.
II's Reprelentation, they wou'd indeed, think
tae Syiud proceeded againft him with the utmott
irrationai Viclence. They wou’d be reany to 1m-
acine, when he tells thein P. 16, that “hisand
Chis Fas miiv’s Support; hi»; good Name, and ina
« Manner nis Liaie is .t St ke ; and infinuates th ‘t
« Ruinis uhg or [‘\u roLic l.\.ll.\.u Venalues !

27. that th c ,..u‘. nad e :K‘ualu.cd hin JGT -.l‘('
“ing 2ny Nicthod toprovide iorhis, and Famiiv's
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Miniftry theonly, or the moft profitable Methed,
and that he fhou’d be allowed the free Exercife

M. OV CABEEEIN. ¢ e Y

of it asa Trade forthis Purpofe, at the Expenceot |
the Church’s Edification and Safety) or elfe that

they had impofed fome heavy Fine upon him;

flander’d him ; and were malicioufly attecmpting

fome Species of Murder. For who wou’d taltk

at this Rate, meerly for being cenfur'd, and mn ‘

the apprehenfion of the Judicature, accordingto

Demerit.  The Synod have done all this two, it
feems, without Reafon and Argument, (owing I

fuppofe, either to the badnels of their Caufe, or
incapacity, or want of Candor and Temper, ) for

Mr. H. very plumply denies, P. 22, that the Sy-
nod, or any of it’s Prefbyteries, have, forfeveral

Years, ufed him in the tendereft Marner, or
taken much Pains to convince him. He round-
Ty afferts they never ufed Arguments to convince
him. They “have (fays he, with avery unbecom-
ing Sneer, fuch as we mightrather have expected

from fome ot the Prophane) admonifh’d, groan-

* ed, figh'd, pited, and expell’d me; and have

‘¢ not been wanting in every other Method, ex-

¢ cept the one of Reafon and Argument, which de-

¢« ferves the Attention of a rational Creature, or

“¢ Chriftian.” With what Face or Con{cience Mr.
H. could fay this, the World muft judge, when [

inform them that when his peculiar Sentiments
became the almoft continual Subjects of his pub-

lic Difcourfes, and were creating much uneafinefs
ir thofe Parts, the Prefbytery of New-Brunfwick

took the Matter under Confideration; and re-

peatedly {fpent much Time in reafoning with him,

one
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one meeting of Prefbytery after another ; befides
other Opportunities, taken by feverai Membt-rs,
in their more private Capacities; that when they
found they cou’d make no impreffion upon him,
they intrated him that he wou’d forbear infilting
upon thefe Things, wherein he differed from his
Brethren.  But this he retufed, telling them he
cou’d not otherwife preach the Gofpel.

THE Prefbytery being very backward to pro-
ceed to Cenfure, till every other Step fhou’d firft
be taken, refer’d the Matter to the Synod ot
New-Yerk, Arno. Dom. 1758, who appointed
a Committee to meet, and confer with Mr. H.
upoen the controverted Points. And at a Mecung
of the united Synod in May following, fad
Committee reported, that they had accordingly
met, examin’d Mr. &’s Piece then in Manufcripe;
talk’d the Matter over with him at large, and
in fome Things obtained Satistattion; but that
he thill continued to mantain the Errors he has
fince publhifhed in his Book.

THE Synod not having Time to enter into a
fi.1l Examination of the Matter, and being de-
firous to take all due Pains with Mr. H, before
they thou’d proceed in a judicial Way againft
him, appoinied two other Committees, confift-
ing of Members living  in Pennfylvania, on
Purpole 10" reaton with Lim.  The mecting of
onc of thefe Committees was providentially pre-
vented 5 but onie of the Menibers {pent the mott
Partof two Days with him, in debating the Mat-
ters in Queftien.  1n his return he met with the
ooher Commintee e dddade/pliag who fpent one

L.vening
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Evening in reading his Manufcript, and fettling
the State of the principal Quettica ; and then
{-eat three fucceflive Evenings ir reafoning with
him; but without Effe@®. Th= Synod at their
noxt mecting declared their Difapprobation of
kis Scntiments, fo far as they wzre informed of
them by the Reports of the feveral Committees,
and other Members: Butas Mr. H. had fizni-
fv'd his Defign of printing, they left the Matter
onen tor further Confideration.  The Synod at
tacir next Meeting, were f talien vp about other
importa-t Attars, that they had no Time to ex-
amine his Bk, fo that Matters ftood till the laft
Svnod; when a Committee, appointed for the
Purpafe, enileted out ot his Book, and laid be-
fore the Synod, a Number of Propofitions, the
Subilance and Amount of which the Synod have
conpriicd in their Minute, (publifhed by Mr.
£1.) and cenfur'd as faid Minute declares.

Frou this Account, let the World judge,
whether the Synod have dealt untenderly with
him, and neglected to take much Pains in ufing
the Method of Reason and ArRGUMENT.

It is true, 1t appears that Mr. H. is not con-
vinced ; but will that juftify him in faying they
never uled Jfiguments to convince him? Or will
1t fo much as prove the Arcuments ufed to be
weak and nconclufive, and 1o not calculated to
convince ?

Tue Defign of Mr. s Appeal, is to perfuade
the Chriftain World, that the Synod’s Sentence
again{t hin {hou’d be rejected, and that no Body
fhou’d pay any Regard to it ; but ought to treat

him
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’ him and receive him, in the fame Manner, as
" tho’ fuch Sentence had never been paffed.  For
this End, he tries a Varicty of Methods.--- He
wou'd have it believed to bc a Violaucn of an
A& of Synod Ammec. Dom. 1729, which he calls
ome of toe great Articlzs of ther Unisn, and which
he thought fificiently fecured the Rights of private
7adg7nent whereir it is provided, that a Alimiider
or Canditate fball be admi t=d, nctwitbfianding Scru-

plesrefpecting Article or 4 ticles the Syned or Pref-
bytery fball judge not effential or neceflary in Doc-
TRINE, WORsHIF and GoverNnMET. Butin
order to improve this to his Purpofe, he takes the
Words Effential o- Necejlary in a Senfe, in which,
it is plain from the A& itelf, the Synod never
intended they fhou'd be taken. He wou’d have
them to fig:ify, what is effenual to ¢ Communi-
on with Jefus Chnft,” or the Being of Grace in
the Heart ; and accort.nnols ruppoﬁ':s, that no
Error can be effential which is not of fuch Ma-
lignity, as to exclude the Advocate or Maian-
tainer of it from Communion with Jefus Chrift.
But the Synod fay efential in Dolirine, Weorjbip,
and Govenment, 1. e. effentjal to the Symm of
Doftrine contain’d in our Weflminfler Confe/-

Jien of Faith, confider’d as a Syftem, apd (0
the Mode of Worﬂnp, and plan of Government,
contain’d in our Direc'ory. Now, what unpre-
judiced Man of Senfe i3 there who will not rea-
dily acknowledge, that a Point may be eflential
to a Syftem of Doftrine as fuch, to our Mode of
Worfhip, and to P’refby:erian Government, which

1s not effential to a ftate of Grace? it wou'd be
un-
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uncharitable to fay that none of thote w30 hold
fome .frmirian and .fxtinomian Tenets, can be
in a State of Grace. Somuch of Truth is acknow-
ledzed by each, and itis fo poffible for them to
anncx more orthodox Ideas to their Heterodox
and very dangerous Terms, to which Perfons
may, from the Prejudices of Education, be
ftrongly attached, that it is very rational to fup-
pole that fome fuch may be in a State of Grace,
and have Communion with Jefus Chnft; yet
wou'd it be Safe, or Proper, to admit into the
Church as her Gu:des and Paftors, fuch as weu'd
teach any of their very dangerous, and indeed
very cppofite Syftems? Or wou'd it be reafonably
expeted that the Prefbyterian Church fhou'd ye-
ceive, as her Minifters, thofe who wou'd not lead
her Worthip, nor exercife Government, in the
Manner in which only the Coniciences of her

Mcmbers can acquieice ? ~
ThaT, therefore, is an effential Error in the
Synod’s Senfe, which is of fuch Malignity as to
fubvert, or greatly injure, the Syftem of Doc-
trine, and Mode of Worfhip and Government,
containzd 1n the ¥'efiminfler Confelfion of Faith cnd
Dirz7cry. But in Mr. Hs. Senie, and according
to hisRule of diftinguithing *¢ the fuiterable from
the unfufferable Errors,” I think none wou'd be
excluded but Ar:ans, Secimians, and perhaps with
enough to do Papifis. The Synod are far from
denying Mr. H. the Right of private Judgment;
but is that and his Right to Memberthip in their
Body, as a Minifter, {how oppofite foever his
Judgment may be to their’s,) the fame Thing?
And
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And vl he call that private Judgment only, the
Propagation of which s the Object of his utmoft
Diligence, and greateft Zcai? ’Tis pity that
common Senfe thou’d be thus perverted.

Mr. H. ieems to make no Diftin¢tionbetween
mintifterial and chniftian Communion; otherwiie
it had been nothing to his Purpoie to tell us
¢ that the Union which Chriftians have in com-
-mon with Jefus Chnitt is the Foundation of their
‘Communion with one another. Moreover that
he admits of na fuch Dittinction is plain, from
t'e very ¢xtraordinary Manner of his reafoning
(it I may be indulg’d in calling it reafoning) in
- P, 35, 36, 37¢¢ for, fays he, to admit me to
¢ ftand well in Communion with the Chriftian
- % Church, and at the fame Time to expel, or ex-
“ cluide me Communion with the Synod, (as a
“ Minifter, I fuppofe he means) wou'd, in my
¢ Opinton, involve this Confequence, that the
¢ Synod were na Chriftians (¢” 1. e. the Synod
muft admit ¢very one, (Male, and Female I
fuppofe) into the Fulpit, whom they admit to
the Lord’s Table; for, in his Opinion, a Rightto
the higheft Acts of chriftian Communion, does
clearly imply a Right to all the lefler Alts of the
like Communion; otherwife the Communien of
Minifters as fuch, or in their Office, has nothing
Chriftian in it, and Minifters are no Chnihans,
I I am o far from finding any Difficulty in ¢ a-
voiding this Confequence,” that (fo dullis my
Apprehenfion,) I cannotat all {ce how we are ex-

ofcd to it. Tho' the Faith of private

Chriftians and Minifters be the fame 1 Kind,
yet
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yet in fome it may be accompanied with fo
much Error, that it wou’d not be Safe for the
Church to employ fuch as public Teachers; be-
caufe they wou’d propagate fvch Error inftead
of Truth, to the injury of others: But they
may notwithftanding, attend upon the Lord’s
Table with Advantage to their Souls, and with-
out endangering the Purity of the Chriftian
Faith. Theretore the Synod do not exclude Mr.
H. from the Communion of the Church as
a Chriftian, (perhaps his Logic will hence infer
the unhappy Conclufion, that a Minifter 1s no
Chriitian) yet they do objeét to his ¢ fufhicient
¢« Ability to perform the Duties of the min:fterial
<« Office,” to the Edification of the Church ; for
they judge his prefent Errors render him inca-
pable of explaining, and treating fundry impor-
tant Truths refpecting the Covenant of Grace,
in a proper Manner.

Mr. H. reprefents the Synod’s Sentence a-
gainft him, as unintelligible : ¢ Something that
¢ neither they themfelves, nor perhaps any Body
““ elfe can tell what:” [t wou’d be difficult for him
tc conform himieif toit, becaufe ¢ the Meaning
ot it is very obfcure and doubtful.” P. 32. But
it wou’d have heen intelligible if the Synod
had 1 feleéted Propofitions which are in his Book.
2.4y voted them Lrrorsin eilential AMicles of
Faith, and 3dly " have voted him incapable of
Communion with them. Thus Mr. /. himfelf
has given us a Key, wherewith to open all the
Intricacies of this ftrangelv obfcure and doubt-

ful Sentence, and render it at once intelligible,
For
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For the Synod’s Minute here by him publith'd,
more than hints that all the above Particulars
have been fubftantialy done. 1 fuppole the For-
mahty of 2 Vote in each Particular, where there
s no Oppolition, er diverfity of Seatiments to
render it neceflary, is not very matenal; as |
can't think that wou'd much help Peoples Un-
derftandings.---A Committee was appuointed. {as
the M:nute declares) to jele@ from his Book
fome of the molt exceptionable Paflagesand Pro-
pofitions ; which accordingly they did, and lud
them before the Synod.  They, 1n order to
throw the Matter nto the Form ot a Minute,
compris’d and fumm'd up the Subitauce and A-
mount of the feveral Propofitions, extralted from
faid Book, in the Marner in which they appear
m the pristed Copy. P. 9. The Synod then
without the Neceflity of a formal Vote, !be-
caufe there was no diverfity of Sentiment; de-
clared « that thefe Principles are of 2 huriful,
¢t and dangerous Tendency; giving a falic View
« of the Covenant of Grace; perverting itinto
* a new model’d Covenantof Works,” (which, |
think looks very like Error in ¢fential Articies of
Faith, in the Synod’s Senfe of the /#srd Fssux-
TiaL) and that ¢ they mifreprefent the Doctrine
« of the Divine Decrees, as held by the beft refor-
“ med Churches; and in fine, are contrary tothe
“ Word of God, and our approved Standards of
“ Do&trine.” And 3dly the Synod judge, “ that
¢ the {aid Mr. Samuel Harker, cannot coniiftent'y
¢ be continued a Member of this Body, and
& accordingly declare him difqualified for preach-

ng
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® wg, .. fing his Miniftry, in anyCongre-
** gation, or Vacancy under our Care, Fc.” Surcly
this was the fame Thing with votiag him inca-

pable of minitenial Communion with them.
Tuo® Mr. H. declares the Synod’s Senteince
wou'd have beea render’d intelhigible by thefe three
Things, {obvioufly enough contain’d in 1t) vet
ftill, even after their Explanation of it, he finds
the Matter left “ as unceruzin as  before,” and
the Synod themfclves, k feems, ¢ did nst un-
** deritand, nor cou’d at all agree, in the Mean-
‘“ ing of their own Sentence.” To make this ap-
pear, he reiates at fecond band, « avery extraord:-
nary Affair,” <z, the Synod's private Reaion-
Ing, as pewas informed, upon a Queition he pur.
A poor Shiftindeed! «*The Force and Connetion
“* ot the Werds, accarding to what he thought the
* moft natural Conftructior” ied him with afl 4rs
Penziration, 1o apprehend the Sentence might
virtually include or imply a Sufpeafion, or perhaps
Depolition; and therefore enquired whether the
Synod intended either of thele? He fetstheir Con-
dud, oa this Occafion, according te hus Infor-
macion, in 2 very odd Point of Light indeed.
He reprefents them as, thro’ the Ignorance of
the Perion whodrew up their Sentence,’ to which
Draught however it feems, poor weak Men,
they were confined)  involv’d i many Difficul-
‘ ues in puttung any tollerable Conftrution up-
? onit;”and perplex’d with many Quethians
ftarted, « in which they were never like 1o agree®
that upon voting * the Sentence included a Suf-
** penfiononly.” Difficulties from the Nature of
a
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a Sufpznfion were warmly urged, which were
not cafy to be gotover. And upon the whole,
<« after debating till late, theyv concluded to fhii-
« fle thelr Votc, and break uvp without doing
“ more.”

Frou this Reprefentation, one wev'd
imagine, the Synod were all by the Ears, ana id
the utmoft Pe erplexity and Contfufien ; fo invoh
cd were thev with the Sentence thf:y had p:m

\WERE it not thatthis 4ppeal is notin Mr. H's.,
Stile, and he has acknowledged, as Iam cred:-
tably inform’d, it was corrected by another Hand,
1 cou’d not have believed there was 2 I‘mmbw
Jn the Synod who had 1o hutle Candor and Ho-
'nefiy, as to reprefent Matters in fuch a View as
ithis, but wou’d have afcribed the injurious Air
f this Narranve to his own low Art. however,
i he hadfuch Afiiftant, or Affiftants, 1t was gratc
uln Mr. /. to compliment lim, or them,
hs the moft lcarned and judicicns of the Beévy afmall
nough Recompcncc tor {uch Dx‘inrrenmty' Yect
Ater all what 1s 1t to his PurpofcP It 1s not with
“he private Reafonings of the Synod he has to
10, but the public Lifue. Itis that oniy the
sublic (to whom he makes his Appeal) can
udge oi. It the firal Determination can ftard the
Ueft, no Matter what the private Reafonings of
he Members were.  But a fimple Narrative of
his Matter, finp’dof thefe arufical colourings,
vill ive a very different View of 1.

Wiex the Synod had confidered, and judg’d
Ar. IT's. Prinaples, asabove, they found it too
we to enter upon the Determination of the

Cenfure
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Cenfure to be mflicted uwpon him, in Confe-
quence thereof ; but appointed a Committee
to prepare an Overture on that Flead, to be
brought in at next Sederunt: Said Committee
1pnrchenchn0 it wou’d be in vain for the Synod,
after the Pains already uvled, to make any fur-
ther Attempts to reclaim Mr, £ thought it
vou'd be {ufficient to exclude him from Mem-
berthip in the Body as a Minifter, and fo from
the Iixercife of his Miniftry in the Bounds of the
Synod; and in this View drew up the Sentence,
which being zpproved, became a Minute of SV-
nod, and is now by Mr. 2. publithed o the
World.

T v £ Queflon Mr. H. put, occafioned a
more diftinct Confideration of the Extent of faid
Cenfure, than had been before apprehended to
Ke neceflary; whereupon it did appear, it was
Omcwh.lt d:Fum‘t‘v covmder d by the Members,
when they approv’d the Minute.  Upon this the
Roll was called, not to vote what Aniwer fhow’d
be return’d to Mr. /7. but that each Member
might more diftintly expiefs his own View of
the Cale.  Some thouohtthe Sentence, virtuals
ly(tho’ not formally) included, or was equal to
a Depofition : But the Majority looked upon it
as including a Suipenfion only.  Such as LOIlﬁ-
der'd it only as an lixclufion from minifterial
Communion with the Synod, did not think it {o
fimple an Fxclufion as not to fufpend him from
the Lixercife of his Miniftry in their Bounds, or
to leave him on the fame Footing with “ an In-
“ gepeident, or any other Clergvman of different

C Pring
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** Principles, or Perfuafions from thei,” a<Mr.
. infinuates, P. 34. (fur tho’ #n ]I’(ot’Pc’.’l.‘ 7! cou'd
not, by reafon ol his Principles about Church
Government, be a Member of the Syred,
yet any Member might cmﬁﬂeuu\ encigh n.-
vite him occafionally to his Pulpit; bat i weu”
not be confiftent with this Scnience, thus o
treat Mr. H.) So that there was no fuch vary
material Difference between thefe, and :lcs whe
included the idea of a Sufpenfion.

As to the Remarks, which Mx. fl. reorefents
as fo warmly urg’d, they orly tended to *m\»,
that as by the Sem:ence Mr., H. was (xcicded
from Memberﬂnp, it cow’d not bc “..kg a Suf-

enfion in the ordinary judicizl Sente of thar
Word, whereby a Perfon 1s v, )pouu to be con-
tintied under the Infpection ot the Body, as g
Member in order to further dealing witn by,
nor had any alledged 1t cou’d 1ar that et Sente,
{o that 1 {ee nothing here very difiicult to  be
got over.

Tue Synod ftill had it in their Power to have
reverled, or quite chang’d their Ceniure, if, on
review, they had feen fufficient Reafon for 1t
and confequently they had equal Power to ex-
tend, or reftrain {as far as cou’d be confiffent
with the Terms ufed) the Senfe in which they
swou'd have it to be taken; nor were they at all
fetter’d by the aforefaid Vote, fince it was not
a Vote to fix a Judgment, but meerly to colleci:
the Synod’s Senfe. And therefore the Synod were
fo far from being ¢ unable to agree af all in the

ing of thewr owa Sentence,” that with-
ous
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out any ft' 3ing” in the C"t'e, they determ?
in'd 1..1 | Sencence fhou’d be taken in a Senfe
B which chey cou’d all agree, and drew 1t up
'n the \ :iwer they gave as the final Relult to
Mr. H.

Now, when he knows this was the Refult of
whatfvever Reafonings might have been, with
what Integrity he Oravely tells us, the Synod
¢ hnahs concluded to ftiffe their Vote, and
“ 10 break up {as tho’ in the utmoft Contufion
< and Por !]Cmty ;) without doing more,” let the

Worid ;ud"e. T l.ey finally gave the Anfwer to
Lis Q\.uhon which he has here publith’d, jand
thcn, to ufe his Phraiie) broke up as they ufually
d:d, when th ey fimfhed their Bulinefs, or con-
cluded a Sedeiunt; without doing move, 1t is true,
for they had no more on that Head to do: But
the Misfortune is, 1t feems, the Explanation the
Synod gave in this Anfwer, ¢ ftill left the Matter
¢ as uncertain as before.” However, I will ven-
ture to appeal to the mmpartial World, whether
ticy do not ealily underftand it to convey this
ldea, w7z, that tho® the Synod have not im
Terms depofed, or in ufual Form fufpended Mr.
i, but have excluded him from their Body, and
forbiddenhim the Exercife of his Miniftry within
their Bounds, as not expecting their Sentence
cou’d allthoritati\cly operate farther; yet they
cannot but judge, hat the fame erroneous Sen-
timents, which difqualify him for exerf‘lrng any
Part of hls miniiterial Gfiice, 1n any of the Con-
gregations, or Vacancics under their Care, do
equally in the Notire of Thines. digualify hin

tor
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for excreiting it any where, while they 22 re-
tamned.  Butif ﬂn\ cihier Church fee inees, not-
withilanding, torecave n 'mas a Minlter, th-\y
leave them te judge tor themiclves, l\ not th
thcplam enic ot Ihc Wais? Ponar the Ternes
of the Sentence in Queftion cafily bear this Sert?
Is not this very intelligible?  Mow then is e
Matter fill uncertain?

Mr. 4. endeavours to mtimilare the Svnad
with the dread Profpedt of La:ewrronce and Con-
tewip of Mankind, by teikng them, P26,
¢ thefe Things are krown to bz done wittove
« the Concurrence of the MOST LTAXNID AXD
¢ rrpicious of their own Body.” Or 1 nC could
not make the Sy nod fhrick (ot which, 1 fun-
pofe, he had no great Hepes, but wrote his Leticr
to them: with an Expediation of M3 Ringar pui
lic) he thought he wou'd greathr depreciate their
Sentence with the l-‘:-ol.i\. But hm\, and
whom this is dxcon, 1 prefels T eannot tell. Fer
my Part, Ido not know any fuch Thing. 1 caa
aflure the Public, there was the utmoft Unan-
mity 1n the Cenfure pals’d upon Mr. fi’s Prin-
cxples. And as to {hc Cenfure upon Mro H,
himiclf, there were fome Members mndeed vo-
ted zom Gguesy 1€ they were not fully clear
on citier Side, but there was not more than on
(and Idon’tcertainly rcimember wheiher fo mu ch
as one) who voted againtt his Exclufion.  How
then was it without the Corcurrence of the msit
learid eund juatciciis ot their Body.

Ber Mr. /4 himieli impliciddy  acknowledges
the Sentencect tie Syred will appear to be valid,

h
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irthree Things be found true. 14, % That the
faid Propofitions {cenlured by tue Synod) be
Frrozz. 2d. Thart thefe Frrors be hlS Errors.
24, That they be diqualitving Errers” * P. 30,
bicre T Wil join iflue with Mr, A. and grant,
« jfeither of thekk L, the Q\u\ls ant\ncc
« Joofes its Fores and Validite.” As to the fint,
the’ ! {reely own the Teitimoay of our /gl s-
Rz Csaicin of faiid, 15 0O ).rmvn at [0 prove
the Truch of the Doctrines it contains, or that
the contrary 1s Error; yetit muft be ailowed,
u. o while the Svaaid behieve 1h at Syiten: to con-
n the Doctrines reveal™ in the facred Scrip-
mr::<, they are contltent with themzlves iiv cen-
furing theleoppolite Propoiuiang, colleded from
N-. s Baok as Heteradox. Nor wiliic beg
Maizor of Doudbg, with the Members of the
Church under tae Svnad’s Care, {who only can
be fuppeied o be particularly i intereited} whether
s Scrtinents be erroncous uatil they thall fee
Reafon to recede from our approved Standards
of l)oftrim, as Mr. 17 hasdone: Tiil then, I
noft take 1t for granted they believe that -+ this

“ ci‘rccm.xl Call is of Gexl's free and i1pecial Grace
« zlone, not fron: axy T bing x ailroreizen in Man,
s« who 18 altorretmr pafitve thereln, uadii DeInLg
quzck ed md renewed Ty the h:;%v Spirig,

« he is thereby enabled to anfiwer this Ciil and
« embrace the Grace offer’dand cony SRS R g

Csif. Ch. 1oth Part [i. Conlegquentiy thn eiic-
tual Cail is not from any forefeea smpovemens,
of commra .Lhidaace and Iuisence ¢f the Sp'rJ

by unregenerate Men,
funy
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Ao do

THeY believe that ¢ Works Gons by o

“ regenerate Nen, altho’ for the Marter ¢

“ them they may te Things which God cem-
‘¢ mands, and ot goad Ule both to themfiives in
¢ others; yer, becaufe thev proceed notiom an
* Feart punfied by [auith, nor are donae
“ manght M.mner accoriing to the Woaord,
““ nor ") nght End, the Glory of God, they
“ are thereiore fimful) aind canist fleajr Ged, or
“ maica nian meet to receive the Grace of
“ God.” Gefd. Cap. 10th P. 7. therefore
they muit © sokieve that Doctiine, which m'\}:r" an
infaliible Connection between 'hcm and faviag
Grace, to beialic; nor can rthey admit that God
has bound himiclt by Prom !r: to il'h Works.
They further beheve that 2ltho’ Gad knows
whatfoever ¢ may, or can come fo pats,upon ail
<« fuppofed Condittons; yet hath He not decreed
“ any Th:ng becaule he forefaw it as future, or
“ as what wew’d cerme to pejs on {uch Conditions,
¢ that thole of Mankind thar are predeftinated
<« unio cternal Lite, God, before the Foundan-
& on of the World \\'nshid,accordinw to his eter-
¢ nal, immutable P ‘rpok', and the fecrert Coun-
““ cil and goed Pleaiure of his Wiil, hath cho-
“ {en in Chnift, unto everiafting L‘lorv, our f
“ meer free Grace acd Love, without any tere-
« fight of I'aith, or good Works, or Perfeve-
“ rance in either of them, or any otb:er Thing
i the Creature, as Comditions or Caufes mov-
“ ing & m thareunto, and all to the Praife
“ of his glurious Grace.”  Confrfl. Cap. 3.
Par. II. :. and theretore muft believe the
"> contrary
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contrary to be Lrror. With thefe therefore,
who are ot our Body, our judgment on ths
Head will have Weighe.

Tue Synod have luomfted an Argument a-
caint  Mr. s Pnnuplcs, on the leading

and molt meterial Pont, <z, that  they
« give aralic View of the Covenant of Grace,
‘ perverting 1r into a aew modell’d Covenant
<« of Works.”

Mz, /. may talk what he will about ex-
cludinr all Mcnt trom any Place m the fecond
Covenant;  but upon LExamnaton, 1 think we
ihall And a Placefaccording to his Notioa) for
the fame Kind of Merit g, that was in the
firlt Covenant.  Inthe Covenant of Works
God promned Lite upon Condinion of periect
Obedience. ¢ When God creaec Man and An-
« aels, in Knowledge, Rizhteoutneis, and true
< Holinefs, capable w lerve, and honour him
¢ perfectiy, 1t was but it o fuitable 0 di-
“ vlay his Gloy and Perfzitions te them,
« and promile them the fu'l kojoymen: of
¢ humielf in aa eternal heaventy State, cor-
¢« refpondent to their lerving him pc'fcf‘”tly
- as Probauoners for a Time.” By which per-
teet  Obedience, Man wou’d have dCit‘l\"‘d
Lite ¢ by V\’ay of Congruity or Firnefs.” Sce
his Book P. 2. \ow, Mr. /. will azhinow-
ledae, ths Mmt 15 not in the Nature of the
Won(, but from the Promife ia the Cove-
nant, wh.ch made a Conneétion between it and
the promifed Blefling ; for perfect Obedience
vos notarally due f.m amoral Agent to the
{fupreme

-
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furreme  Lord: and might have b
requiresd .v; a L.‘m, without aav Prowis o
fupcr.x\ Jed Reward.

Now, accendinz © Mo s Visw o t‘“
€ econd (m‘ﬂs:::, “ the Toing recwirad
< the Covenant of Grace, 39 a4 Pemm, or (.0?‘-
¢ duicn of ehtrminz the Sabvaten promicd
€ n1r, mueit be ;‘.f.li:ut-\\i sodic a2 Manner,

¢ ~5 ta he poi Tihie tor sl thos of whame
€ 13 !’rqml‘ui w konvl\ with ot Tern, or

Vo rewl #
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< elte itis no (’n.\..wm Tl L, Waln
© under certin Crreumitances, tiey o SR
B. P the Sporwhere thas Faii and
tae Covenant or Grace aad b, [tos unrege-
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him, there 13 not more required  of hin
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than he s a7 19 & apd S o whioh o
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-~ .-

£. 52, The LOSEJZ:‘CZ?: are reaiote aod diredt.
~ v
To the remote © Condiniens there are remole
A )

« Promiles 0 i""t's\.a:‘\l Atibnces o ena-

ades

< ble 1o the Pornrmance of tise daess Conde-
“ pon” 1*16 remote Conaitons  are !izft-‘r,
{perionaliv pl‘(hc.\ J, ioaduls, or by i’...(;‘.:?, iL
in Infance ar Bandiin® =Moeuring, | r.u'c-r, e
“ Uje of the Neans aproainted ror his Fiel

i
“ fuch as fatting, Meditation, Seibexamin.i-

“ on, attending on ail the I‘luOh;.{ Nicans o
¥

¢ Grace, conung to the Lori’s Tablle, tak-
“ g Care not to quwench e Kvi nes od

‘-..‘



“ Gal's Sain Libeusiaz to be haly m afl
¢ Mainior of Convedaio; taking Care by
©ogh MIama thar thev 3o onot orell in their
“ moal Vimmwes, or Resormations of Liie;

e Y. ce. - iy o it Qo ntl
zhouninr o ‘ i (...rp and it Sente
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ot it woltoacd poninng L:...\:.\.‘ I, Wtax-
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st oof mre remate, aid coneral Ad-
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R 3 SO PO ¢ wrecr Condisia 3 tas
‘ -

“ Sout’s ervinz uader aeep and ot Senis
‘ot an u.‘.;::,i.f:cj Sux, pr:L Jarn witd
“ a heavv Burthen of Guiigg oxxsir*g i@ de-
** ferves nd Merov at the Hands or a Lol Ny
“Gady vt }‘.-:.:u.nc*tor Merey  for Chn
€ '.\’L‘Ili:‘\ .l\t‘. To aJ\‘\ .{\I\ﬂ STeN has bOUﬂxi
¢ hinicis by Promile to qive regencratng Grace.
¢ lf):' the U\\uu‘.:fn«' Parties are uound to
avide by  the h-::‘cd‘} ir.mt:!;:cd Tern:s
¢ or the C vvnant of Grace. B. P. 19, 50,
“ 31, 52, and 24,” and we are fure, from all
“ e Narure, a'ul Force of Covcnant-ooh-

L X 3

k.
© with, Gad has '\o;::ld himlelt by a moft gra-
¢ ¢ousoand Solemn Promide, t bellow that
“ matt valuabie and necelary Grace of Sal-
“ vaiuon, Repenerston and what can be
“ more reatomable than for God to promife
“ rerenerating Grace to fuch proper Endea-
“ vours as avove delerbed” P56, and
voon thede Terms =2l the unregenerate Gol-
D pel

1e
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rel Weorldare “ Probatianers for Regenerati-
“on” P.oui e

Now, what 15 the Amoeunt of air det C
fervavons bur thise <7z that Jows Giet

Imay be afiowit w Lvpw whise N0 P Das
not arundiivimontoan’d bao bz Nieoe
ation, oren'd the Wav jeravew v onany a-
dapted o the Swre o Weakell al hnooe

:‘N. .v\ B~ .~ \ ‘~\E :“ - v . o= ‘Z : I
fCL‘JCR, 15:[0 \‘iiatn A‘!‘h..\. \3 volve g il el )=
b ) ~“" N - - -‘: \~ ‘\ : \.‘-
cured fvca ceperal Intverce o 1o B -
it as wiil t‘i:..b(‘ thermy ir Cos v vy ve

it, todo what will entitle themy &0 Uk orins
ot the Covepant, to  tupoindudd --';:-1‘.t\\,
and by a turther Fxortion of their own Power
In imyproving thele, fior v e oinualy
dead as thev are, thev haie tore Powsr
quality themielves for Grace, which cniy needs
Affittancy, they con fullil theabipuizted Teorms
and Conditions of the Covenant; e which b’
they cannot menit luitiheation Lu aie o the
¢« Dehiements, Imperfeciivns and Inlonite e
cleaves to our beit Servic ces,  which Imoer-
fe&ions deferve ceternal Daminauon™ L 1.
2) vet 1t 1s malt reafonable and Kighiy
congruous God fhow'd promile reguisrating
GraC“ v oand hznn:v Cu. L ruous b ﬂ"\-\l
confer 1t,” And ramcly upon fuch bul-
filment of thefe t‘tul..ui Cendittons, ke
15 “bound to bciow s molt \..5-‘3.‘».333(:
Grace of Salvation Receneration.,”  Now,
what 1s this Short of  Jderit of Congru-
ity ?

Tue Pnacipai Things in which this dif-

ic 1t
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fors from tin it Covenant are thefs That
rzquid peofeft Ohiedience, pertormed by that
Stren_ . alo \m:\h God give Man at his firft
Creatior, as tne Condinton of i1t; this admits
of unperted Obedience, peitformed by the
Aifitance  of cthe Spirit, as 1’s Condition.
To tulil the Condition of THAT, 1mmedi-
atelr twnded a Tide to eternal Life in the
hicav.nly state:  Of Tais, cnly tofavingGrace,
wierehy  the Seu! is umited to Chnft in or-
¢t Juflifeztion,  This allo requires 2
Meamior to procure the Terms of 1ty the
common Affiftance of the Spinit, by our Ims
provement  of which we can tulfil  faid
Terms; and Jufufication, <iz. the Renmuflion
of Sin, and rrcu},rm a Title to Heaven,
Ber noiwithlianding thefe Diftin&ions, ig
not Mr. 7 feccond Covenant (1n Part at
leait) aCovenant of Works as well as the
former? Does not the Fitne!s, and Reafonable-
neis of promuing faving Grace, and  confe-
quenty of his bcftowmq it upon the Per-
tormance of thele Conditions, place a Me.
rit of Congruity in complying wita them,
as well as there wou'd have been, 1n come

plving with the Conditions of the firft Co--

venant? To fay the beft of Mr. s Co-
venant of Grace, 1t blends Works and Grace
together, and according to it Salvation 1s
partly of Grace, and partly of Debt. In
one Word, his Notions of the Covenant of
Grace appeat to me not awhit nmore evan-
gelical, than thofe gf the judaizing Teach-

LG '.;,

o e ma——r—
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ers, whom the Apoftle charges with havinz
fallen from Grace, and {eeking Life as 1¢
were by the Works of the Law. Upon lis
Plan, the Believer may fay, he has made
himfelf to differ. And Mr. H. admits he
may fay to another, ¢ if you had done as I
“ have done, you wou'd have been faved
“ as well as 1.” P. 62. yetif his Affertion
will fetele the Point, this 1s no boaftirg.

With Refpe&t to the Decrees of Geod,
Mr. H’s Mode of reafening feems to fuppole,
th=re wou’d have been fome Syftem or Be-
in:s, and fome Courfe of Things. if there
had been no divine Decree at all; for the
Reafon of Decrees is that ¢¢ God, beholding by
““ one View of hisAll-comprehenfive Wifdem
“ and Knowledge from Eternity to Eternny,
' all Things that are, fhall be, or poffibly can
“ be, and having them in his Power, cannot
“ be an idle Spetator, but muft behave to-
“ wards them as we wou’d do with reipelt to
‘“ all that will be done in the next Century,
“ 1f we cou’d forefee them, and had fufficient
“ Wifdom to determine what wou’d be beft, and
“ Power to manage them.” P. 706.---But
* God’s Decrees have no Influence on the di-
“ vine Coadu&t. They are only Indications,
““ and Expreflions of the certainty of Events,
“ but no Caule of their Certainty.” P. 77.
Le.of their certain Futurition. But pray to whom
are they Indications or Expreflions of the cer-
tainty of Events? Surely not to God, for all k-

veats are ever prefent to his All-comprehend-
ing
Na

[ ]

[ ]

(o)
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ing Mind: Not to Creatures, for their own 3
Exiftence is among thofe Events; and the De-
crees of God are immanent Ads, known te
Creatures cnly by their Execution. The
Reafen Mr. H. gives why God’s Decrees have
no influence on the Futurition of Events, or
on his Conduc about them, is alittle extraordi-
nary, wz. “ he faw fufficient Reafon to dif-
pofe him to decree;” for either he means that
there muit be fome Reafon or Fitnefs appcar-
ing to the divine Mind, previous to any fuppo-
fed Syftem of Beings, and courfe of Things,
whereby God was induced to decree the Pro-
du&ion, and Difpofal of them: But can he
tell us whence that Reafon and Fitnefs
cou’d poffibly arife? Or he means that pre-
vious to, and independent on’any Decree,
there muft be a Prefcience of fome Syftem of
Beings and Events, concerning the Mana-
gement of which, the Apprehenfion of
what will be beft, determin’d and induc’d
him to make the Decree. (which Mr, H.
has given up in his Appzal.) Or that God has
decreed with Wifdom and Reafon, or as an
infinitely wife intelligent Being: Therefore; his
wife reafonable Decrees are no Reafons of their
Execution. 7 e. becaufe God’s Decrees are
wife and reafonable, (and not blind Fate) they
have no Influence on his adminiftration and
Condu&. I wouwd atk Mr. H. whether there
wou'd have been any Syftem of created Bs-
ings, or any Events at all, if there had beea

po Decree? If not, how is the Rcaion and
- Fi
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Fitnels o Things alone, without the Corfide-
ration oi the Decree, a Realvsor ihe  dwvine
Conduct? Cou'd there be iy Rezionor -
nefs of Things at &l wmdependent vpon, or
exclufive of the divine 1)(’(.'(\.\ -‘\cw{-ji;'g
to Mr. 7. God’s Decrees fwith Reverane
be 1t i“.\.) are the moit uldiels and e
Things 1maginabic. They have no lnfluane
at ail upon 'hc divine Conaucty of Futuriu-
on of L\t"h... They are only Indications, or
Expreflions of the cermanty of vents: Bat
this they cannot bz 10 God: dortie certainty
of Events (it upon this Plan we cow’d imagine
whence fuch Certainty cowd arite) mult be
prefent to the All-cemprehending Mind with-
out fuch Iixprc:"ﬁons {0 13“t b great God
kas no recd of fuch Indications. Neor can they
be fuch to Creatures; for as tl:cy Ive the
Mind of Ged, they aie a protound Svaret. k-
vents wou'd be Indications of Decries, were
it not that according to this Netivn, they
kave no manncr of Connvction; bus Dectees
can be rno Indicauon of Diveunts.  Therdiore,
upon the whole, the PRecrees of God ticiien-
dum di&x) are of ro Ule avdil. Is not this
then, amolt grofs Liflieprelentaton of taem ?
But the Scripteral Views (‘f the dwviic Tle-
crees 1 that they are the cternal mmutable
Purpu,m of Gud Lon(.cm.ng tl‘c Gevernmicit
of the \\ led The Fxccution or wihichis the
Bufinefs Providence. Thev aie the lan
cr Rule of d:vme Operations. This Plan God,
wio 1e one mbnite View comprehends all
~ Pofh-
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together, will believe him? They are not
Confequences, but the very Matter of the
Propofitions contain’d in his Bosk, which
the Synod have expres’d in their Minute.
When they had colleted thefe Propoﬁtions
from his Book, Mr. H. was called in, and they
were propoied to him one by one by the
Moderator, by way of Fnquirv, whether he
till adher’d to them, He anfwered in the
Affirmauve, except i1n one Particvlar, (of
which prefenty,) only he excepred to the
Word Mera!, which the Synod changed, and
inftead of moral, fay fufient {1111-.‘1}, &ec.

Now becaule the Syred have not tran‘cribed
the Propofiticns from his Book Word for W o"r‘
but have comprized them fo as to be bet:e
adapted to the Form of a Minute, are thcy
thc—rcforc drawing Confequences? He grants
they * may ad mxt of a Conftruttion 1n his
Scn"*.” We are furelv much obliged to Lim for
this Lonccn,,on! However ror my Pare, I
know nor what « quite different Conftrultion™
they will admit. Have the Svnod put any
Glots upon them, or given any View of them,
different from that wiich Mr. H. himflf here
does? Ap. P. 13, 18, and 20.

ARt not the Propofitiuns exprefled by the
Synod in their Minute, the very famewith
the Quotations Ihave made from his Bool,
under the preceeding Aiticie?  Bur perhaps
I have only been drawing Conlequences, and
not giving ¢ his very L’rm(‘xp!u themfelves
“ a5 he himicls defines  tham,”  Leeavfe |

have
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have not tranfcribea the whole of the Pages
whence I have made the Quotations, or rather

the whole Book; and for Forms Sake have-

fometimes changed a Pronoun, as His, in-
ftead of My, S&c. He charges the Synod too with
bzing fo ¢ illnatured, unchriftian and unjuft as
to publith a Cenfure, grounded upon a Propoli-
tion [viz, that God’s Prefcience is previous to,
and not dependent on his Decrees) which he
gave up in the Face of the whole Synod, and
publickly retracted before them all. & If this
was a fair Reprefentation of the Cafe, Iwou'd
not {xy a Word in the Synod’s Favour. Mr.
H. did, indeed, tell the Synod he was a good
cal fhak=n abour thar Article, by fome

Converfation he had with one of the Mem-
bers, and was not certain abourit. But was
this giving it up, and publickly retralting 1t ?
How many are there, who are brought to
waver abourtfome’ of their Opinioas, by con-
trary Arguments, and yet afterwards reco-
ver themfelves and becomz as fix’d as ever?
He accufes the Synod of drefing out anomer
Article  Aiminian like againlt him; < while in
pheir Wards, they repmfcnt him as advancing

t,ut the Forefight of Faith was the G round
of the divine Docree of Eletion.” 4p. P. 20,

21. Dut pray like what has Mr. H. drefs’d
1t out? Has he given it any other Drefs? Lii-
ther he artfully changes the Queftion and
inftead of the Decree of Eleltion, he talks of
the Way in which God has purpos’d to fave
thole he has elected, or the Foundation of
E their

)
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gheir a&ua! Admiffion to Glory, which is (nesy
their Faith as he infinuates bal\ the Righteoul-
nefs of Chrift apprehendm by "Fich; or ele
havirg never fai irly underitood anv ‘.\.ucm
of Divisity, he blends Things which thewd
be diftinguith’d, <z, the -.....’ and s oo
and has, tho’ In otwr :iore indiindt and
confujed L“nouaoe) Sz.g: samadie dad, the
fame Thing with the above Prepolition ho
complains of. Reduce it 2 = 1\.;)::;1 S
ment 1t will ftand thus,

Wheen God chole anv, or decreed und
pre-determin’d their Admifiion 0 Glury, he
was induced ta 15, confdenng theoa ia dhe
whole Chiralter, by the lame Reaions which
will induce him, when they {hall a!)pea" in
that Character before his Tribunzl, ctual iy
to admit them to Clory. But tizie having
embraced Jefus Chrit by a Golpe! Faiuch, s
the Reafon which will induce God actuully
to admic them to Glory; Therefere the Con-.
fideration, or Forefight of this Iaith, wasthe
Reafon which induced God to eleét their,
or decce their Admiflion to Glory, and I think

this locks very drmiiian like.

But let this arucle lsok never fo /u"?'?".iu‘.."il
like, what elfe cou’d the Synod make of tice
Language <f his Book. P. §7. “There is no
. Bouy (that 1 krow of) dxiputcs, but the
¢ LKlect fhall furely come to Chnit; for it
“ was upon the certain Forcknowledge of
¢ ruart, they were cleCted. The lore-

knowislge

"
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% knowledge of their ccming (to Chnift) will
« furely make it certain; for God can ue-
“ ver toreice a Thing that will never be: He
may foreiee Things that wowd be, if they
were not prevented, but then he cannot
forefee them as having aBeing, which he
toreives will be prevented from Being :
“ Therefore, whatever God forefces as arcal
< I"‘*"c’ is 5 Certainty. Aad ac God from
¢ Frermiy forefaw the LEle@® wou’d come to
« “z.r‘ﬁ fo he decreed their Salvation.” If
this is not making the Forefight of Faith
the Ground of E.lcChon. pray what is? Tho’
what will come of this favourite Notion, now
he nas given up the Dotiine of Prelcience
previous to, and independent of the Decrees,
] know not. .

Buraf Mr. 77 fhoud find his fet of No-
tons about the Decrees require him to re-
cail his Retraction, (as Tthink they will,
unlefs he new moicll them) 1 wou’d then be
glad ke wov’d explain how the Certainty of
‘Things anfes trom this Foreknowledge, while
yet they are independent of any Dccree, and
thelr certainty 1s previous to thls Foreknow-
ledge. « For God (he favs) can never forefee
a T mer that wil never bc, and therefore the
(_,crtamty of 1Us Being s that which renders
it the Obje&t of Foreknowledge. It is not
certain becaufe Foreknown, but Foreknown be-
caufe Certain; tho, I woud be glad, he
wou'd tell me how.

W art doss Me, H, mean, then, bY tel-

iine
’ »
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Ling vs, that “aX Tdings iba! Co’ bath d:crecd,
fhalk furely comc to p\fs”’ for accerding to
mm, the Decree does nothing at all towards
that Certaintv. He fhou'd m“' have faid,
what God toreknows wiil  furely come to
pafs. Anl ver even that woud have been
to> talk wthout Ideas. For attend his Rea-
foning, (- rather talking,) throughout, and
it wil' co -e to this, Whatfoever will certain-
ly bs, w {urely come to pafs, and there.
fore God certainly forefees it; ¢ for God
can ever orefee a Thing that never will
be: The: fore, whatever he forefees as a
real Buing, 15 a Certainty,” or whatever is a
Certainty, .od forefees as a real Being. For
I think the Propofition muit be convertible,
He will r=.er get out of this Labyrinth,
“until he lezrns, that the certain futurition of
Events, and the divine Prefcience depend up-
on the Decrees of God, not by way of
phyfical Influcnce, but as they are the plan
of divine Operations and Condu&t, which God
has laid in his eternal Councels. But to re-
turn from this Digreffion, which feemed to
fall naturally in my Way here. Tthink it is
evident, beyond all Doubt, that thefe L.rrors
the Synod have cenfured, are Mr. 7/’s Er-
rors. It remains to Lie enquired 3dly. Whether
they are fuch as indeed juftly diiqualify him
for being continued in the FExcrcife of his
Miniftry, as a Member of the Body.

Mr. H. fays, the Synod ¢¢ have no where

declared or certified the faid Errors to be
Lerrors
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-ty .
Errors in the effemial Articles of Faith,” and,
« on the whole, *¢have dcclared Lhiggéwd bz
« difqualiied for all minifterial Offi
«¢ fuch Things .asarc either not true
« or if true, not in.their Nature diig¥a
¢« ing Things.” Buat furely if Mr. H’s P
ciples ““give afaife View of th: Covenant of
Grace, perverting it into a new modelled Cove-
nant of Works, &¢c.” they are Errors in eflential
Articles of Faith in the Synod’s Senfe, as I have
aiready obferved. He endeavours to perfuade
us, indeed, that the Differcnce between his
Sentuments, and ours, 1s very trifling and 1n-
confiderable. To this Purpofc he ulesas foft-
eaing Language as he can in exprefiing his
own Sentiments, and ftrcng heightened Ex-
preflions in reprefenting thofe of the Synod,

[l

&-

and fuch as they never ufe. P. 17, 18. He-

fays “unregenerate Men by the Afiitance
“ of fuch Operations of the divine Spinit as
“ are never (inftead of which, he fhoud
“ have faid mever cam b¢) demy’d, may com-
« ply with the Covenant of Grace.” If he does
fay, God has bound himfclf by Promife to

give Succefs to the fincere and perfevering .
Endeavours of unregenerate Men, and never

can break his Promife to fuch: ¢ He alledges

we do not fall much fhort of him, while, (ac-';

cording to him) we fay, God has given great |

Encouragement o the fame Endeavours
and never will deny Succefs; never will dif-
appeint them ot the Encouragement he has

given them; {o that they ought to perfevere,
mn

{
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in feeking  with the highelt Courage ard
dncis, and without any difhidence. 5 We
fay, i1ndeted, Sinners ouvght earncfiy. and
perfeveringly to feck the Grace of God, in
the diligent Uie of the appointed Meaus, as
: the on'v probable Way .of obtaining ir;  ti:at
‘the Confideration of the Certainty that they
will petith in a Courfe of Neghigeice and car-
nal Sccurnity, on the one Hand; on tie o-
thcr, the Peradventure, the may-de (Awes e
5y Feeln. 14,) that the Lord wiil be gpra-
cxous; and the ordinary Courte of his gra-
cious Dealings with fuch as thus, with cen-
tinued vehement Importumty he at lis [ecr,
‘afford {ufficient Argument and Linc curagment
to awakenend Sinners 1o perievere 10 waiung
upon God. But yet, =all this iniers no Obl-
ation upon the biefd God; if ke fhou'd
fter all, rejedt them be wou'd be l\w‘lreous,-
and his Throne guiitlefs: 1f he conter Grace
it will be Matter of his graciovs Soveraign-
ty, and not Obiigation; for they are Crea-
tures lying altogether at Mercy.

Now does not this Mode of adarefling
Sinners tend to awaken them to _the ,m~
moft Diligence, and yetcut off a legal Sclt-
dependence? And is there not awidé Diiier-
ence between this, and tellirg them, that
upon ‘uling the Faith and bett lxumvovr%
they, (by improving the comn:on Affiftance of
the Spirit,) are capable of, may jultly claim
the Grace of God as their Due, by covenant
‘Obligation? Docs rot  this plainly gratfy the

Pride
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FPrideof Men, and tend to fix them in high Appre-

iienfions of the Importance of, and 1a Depen- -

dence unoa, their own lindeavours? All Mr.
s Schene tends to {upport fuch legal Pride,

tor according to him, there muit be ageneral -

Afiltance of the Spirtr, affurded to all among
wann the Covenant of Grace 1s adminifter'd,
to pu' them in aCapaciq of working out
their Salvaten, i they will \thhout th:s,
Ticy are not u'mbn. of being treated with in
a Covenant  way; becaule without fuch
general Ai.mancc they cannot perform any
Cunditions; and what is not {fomchow i1n their
ovn Power to do, cannot be the Condition
of aCovepant. But this general Afiiftance

ciny given to all, they can,if they will, fo
imniove it, as to be entitled to further Affif-
tance, by the Imnrovement of which, they can

pcr.u.m “fuch Conditions, as wiil aive them 2

Title to taving Grace. This muft be what
he mecans by faying ¢ ihere muft be Life or

“ no Covenant. All the Sced of Adain were

¢ tacderally holy unul they were difinherited
““ by breach of Covenant; {o it muft tollow
“ that they were all Parties concerned, and
“ that the chmant of Gruce contained Lite
¢ and Satvanon for them.” B. P.16. oritis
trae, their Words may, abitraltly taken, ad-
mit  another Con(huétinn, yet taken as they
ftand  here 1 Conneltion with the feveral
Yarts of lis Scheme, the above mult be their
Deiieny  in order to point out this general
Ahu ance of the Sowir, and  thereunon this

PYovier
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Power in Man to Perform Conditions, as the
Bafis of all I'ropofals of a Covenant, and
of treating with him about Salvatien. Hence
the Poflibility of Conditions to all, i.c. “a Term
“ muit be conthtuted n fuch aManner, asto
“ be poffible for all thofe of whom it is re-
“ quired to comply with £l Term; or elie
it is no Condition.” P . 43. According toall
this then, Sinncrs have a Power which only
meeds atfiftance. tc do whar will entitle them
to further Affiftance; and by the fame Pow-
er, thus further affiited, they can do wkhat
will entitle them to faving Grace. Aund each
one hasitin his Power either to obtain Re-
generation, or to refit ali Operations of the
Spirit, and finally perith: So that it is at the
Pleafure of Men, whether the Lord fell kave
a Seed 1o ferve bim, or the Redcemer fhall
é:f tke Travel of bis Seul and be fatisf’d, or not.

or as to an irrefiftable Call before juftifying
Faith, (he fays) ¢ there is no fuch Thing.”
B. P. 65. ie. in order to prodvce it, Ifup-
pofe. (for no body that I know of, imagines
any can be effcGtually czlled without juftify-
ing Faith, as his firange Mode of Exprefhi-
on wou’d feem to infinuate: For 1tis to a
faving Faith in Chrift, and turning to God,
they are effetually cailed) Hence their own
Works are the Foundation of God’s graci-
ous dealings with them: Therefore they can

~ do fomething upon which they may depend,

and which they may plead before God: For
they can do that, to which faving Grace be-
- cumics
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borames due. It will not help the Matter
to fay it is due by Premile oniy; for fo wou'd
the Keward have Decome due in the fnt Co-
"l‘-q.u. and f think Mr. Ir’s Covenant, 1s as,
pirnly a Covenant uf Works, as the Covenant
wiih Jddea was; and they who feck fpiritual
1. te ny the \Work: of the Law, are as really
faia from Gm ce, as they who feck Juftificator
n that Wav, Gal.v. 4. This Docinne na2 tmalb
Jeads Sinners 1o fuch an ‘xpﬁ'e.lcnﬁon of their
own Ability, as directly tenc is ta prevent their |
obtaming right Views of the Grace "of God,
asd to fix them in 2 Deperdance upon them-.
felves; app: nhnamo they bhave it in their cwn |
Power to map ruct!u: common Afiiitances of the
Spirit, fo as o enfure to themiclves Life and
Salvazdion, they will be ror dedaving thae \Tatter, f
t:ih, as they u hink, 2 mor CC:l\c"'tnt Sea
PresvnmpTions of this Soert, deitroy I\Iunw
tuces. Or what dengzrous lcztﬂcn‘q s 1t then .
to the Souls of Men, waen a-prtiic Teacher
aours to perivade theny, that they have fuch
Ability, and the Securnity of 2 divine Promife”
for %ccc‘x when thev fhall ufe 12! Nor 15 1t
meerly ai:ccuhtlvc Brror wita Mo, 1. He
loois upan itto be oi fo much Importance in
order i p.onutc, Rehigion, tiat he is at great
Palas, to induce Men { as tho’ not of themfclves
thro' their nanve Pride, prone enough) to be-
licve 1t. He bhas not only labour’d the Powtin
.h's Baok, (\\“1’(‘!1 might be fuppofed to be ‘one
n Self-defence, buthe feems to pend the ftrength
ol his Zeal voonat o the (.uu fe of his Mini-
ficy. He czonon (if we may believe himfelf)

l‘. y :‘.ck
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Preach the Gofpel without it. e defignsic as
& Foundation Pr.ncxplc in all his Addreffes to
Sinners, which he wou'd have them keep in
View, in order to perfaade them to turn to Gud.
It was therefore hirhly ncceflary, ene who thus
troubles the Chur_h, and perverts the Goip:l
of Chrift, fhow'd be cut oif. Gal. v. 12. In-
deed, the more I confiaer his Scheme, the more
I am inclined to think ke fhou'd have been
depoied, until he wou'd renounce his Errors.

VEerY oppolite to all this is what [ ke to be
the Scripture Reprefentation of the Mater, <0z,
That the bleffed God, in his infnite Prefci-
ence, forefeting frem htermtv Man's Apoflacy,
- 1n Confeguence of the divine l’ermuhon, nto a
moft h»]plelq ruined Corditich, pur"ofcd the
Recovery and Salvaticn of a Number of them.

TuaT the wihole plan of this Salvation sas
fettled between the Father and his co-equal Sion
Chrift Jefus, 1n the Covenant of Redemption,
in which the ever blefled Son of God wus
conftituted a Mediator, to bring in everlai-
ting Righteoufncfs, and make an Atcne-
ment for Sin. And asa Rewidra of his Un-
dertaking, the Father gave lim a Number
of fallen Men, whom he fhow’d fee as ke
travel of bis Seul and be fatisfied and have as a
Sced io ferve FHim. And to accompiifh this
it was proviced, that the holy Spirit fhou’d
gn forth, by a divine Agency, to convince
and convert Sinners, and beitow all Grace
upon them. That as thLy were ratomal
chﬁs, in whele Favour tiis Delign wis

laldq
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13, they were to be dealt with in a Wa}
{uited to their ?\uure, therefore this Schema
cr Salvazion was to be laid open, in a Res
velation f:om Heaven, as the great Medium
of all further Influcnce, and dealings with

. e

them, ‘which was accomplifhed by a gras |
dual Progreffion, untl the facred Cannqn ‘

N Suvpm ¢ was compleated.

Turat in this Revelation, Salvation anda]l
{siritual Bieffings, are exhibited by way
Ovemure in the Form of a gracious Cove-
nacs w hercin are contained great and prects
ous ’romifes of Life and Salvatlon, for the
Sake of Chrift’s Righteoufnefs.

‘THaT ah Interc& in the Covenant and |

the Bleflings centained in it, is fufpended upon
Faith in Chrit as the Condition, without
which it is not obrained; it being that
Grace of the Spisic, which receives the
Righteoufnefs of Chrift; for it wou'd be ab-
furd to fupnofe the Imputatxon of Chnit’s
Rlohxeoum'sis to any who rejett ir; and do
not confent to be faved by it alone.

Tuat thercfore, the Obligation of divine
‘Promifes in the new Covenant depends, not
upon Faith confidered as our A, but upon
the Kishteoufnefs. of Chrift as thus received
by Fauh. Fer in Him ol the Promifes are
223 end 12 Fim Amen, to th: Giory of God.
2, Cor. 1. 20. dnd 1n this Senfe alone,
the Covenant of Grace is conditional. |

Tiat 1t 15 a faving vial Fiith whereby
e Pedon 15 united to Chnft and  juftified;

whicly

o s apus a0e W o o
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which thus has che fufpending Nature of a
Condition. .
- That all who proiefs Faith wn Chnft ard
Obedicnce to him, and partake of th- Sacra-
ments of the New Teiiament, or &ther of
therm, ftand 1n a real vifible Covenant Relan-
" on to God; are acknoviedged by him as
the Mem bers cf s vilible Kingdom; enjoy
the external Privileges  of the Covenaur,
fuch as the Mucans of Grace, the Care znd
Condudt o divine rovidunce sbout the Church,
&'c; and are under deep Obligazions to cleave
to God, and embrace the Redeemer.  But

while unregenerate, and daeflituie of faving Faith,
they have no fpecial lntereft m the Promifes
of {aving B;e{ﬁ'ws- ner are tiere any Pro-
mifes enfumg, by way of Obiigation, the
Vouchfifement of faving Grace on Cendition
of their Endavours., Aad that the Fromiles
of Grace, a new H:ar:, e, are nct made
to individual unregenerate Sinners, upon any
whatibever Condittons  to be performed by
them; but to the Church as fuch, (in which
are always a Number of true Saints, who are
the betrer Part from whem the vifible Church
is denominated, and thro’ whafe Faith, the
Covenant between the blefled Ged, and his
Ghurch fubiiits,) thereby afiurine Her of the
divine Prefence, and Infiuence for the Con-
verfion of Sinners from Time to Time.

‘T woterp "obicrve here, that NMr. If’s char-
ging us with the old DifliLéicn between

being wraiLy, and v:sicay n Covenanr,
B.
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B. P. 10. 15 onz Inftance’ out of ma-
ry, whereby it appears that he is either fo
uncandid, as with Defign to mifreprefent
th: Scauments of otht'r for the Sake
of getting a feeming Advantage; or elfc does
not und'*nt.ni the ufual plam Diftinctions 1 -
Divinoy, ¢ do, 1ndeed, diftinguith between
being (710 "'., and enly vu‘bn,' anld externally)‘
in Covenant with God. *But wou'd any Lo.
cic bzfides Mr. FPs hence infer, that a vifible
Covenant Relation to-God has no Reality in
1t ? yet he takes confliderabie Pains to combat
tiis  Man oi Sraw of his own making.

IT 15 not ealy to determine what Ideas

. H. athxes to lis Terms, when he calls |
Adain the feecral Father of his Pofterity., If |
he only means that his Children were ta ken ‘
119 a vifible external Covenant Relation to God,
together with Himifeli, as the Children of all
‘Believers are, and : fo enjoycd the Adminiftra-
tion and Overtures of the New Covenant, this
is no more than muy be faid of every chrif-
tian Paivent. For by Virtue of their Cove-
nant Relation to God, their Children are born
in the Church, and fo enjoy the Prwilege
of vifible Memberfhip. As Adam’s 1mmedi-
ate Defcendants were taken 1nto Covenant, fo
1n  hike manner their Children, thro® them,
were Members ot the vifible Church, and
~thus all the Families of the Earth wou’d
have been included, kad not fome apoftati-
.zed.  All this will be readily granted with-

eut any Advantage to Mi. Ils Caufe; bue
then
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then why fhou'd fle be called a feederal Father,
more thin Scth or Erzs, &c? Or nh U pecua-
har Relation docs be bear to his Poflerizy 2
They are theretore Words without diftinet, or
ind-ed any proper Ideas at all.  Yet his Mode
of talking on this Head, tends to mifleal
People into an .a'wprcacn{}\m that 4w ftood
1n 1on fuch Relation o his l’cf‘:c:i:v in the
fecond Covensnt, as (he did 1n the fults inor-
Mer to repair, in {ome Mealure, the Injuries
e had duns then.
Mr. H. is at great Paiis, B. P. 93 and Seq. .
to fhew that the Regenerate are not in 2
ftate of Probation {for II\.&\L . And, in-‘ccd 1
grant that aeither they, nor yet the Unrege-
nerate are Probatiorers 1n his Senfe - of a pro-
bationary State. For he plainly means that
the Unregencratgige Probationers in nearly the
fame Scnfe thal® Alem was in the firft Co-
venant. 1. e. that obtaining Regeneration 13
| fufpended upon their fo and o improviig the
general Affiftances of the Spint, {o-thatit de-
pends upon their own Management whether
“they will be regenerated or not.  But 1 thiult
I have already fufficiently expofed any fuch
Notlon as this. God does not deal with Man
fince the Fall upon any Stock put into his
"Hand. It isnct of bim that willith, ner of biin
that rumneth, bui of God that foewath MAlerey.
“Rom. x. 15, 10.
By a I’mb‘.glonary State under the Gofpd],
J undeifiend a flate of Tryal, rot to fee
whether Sicners will exert themfeives o th=
f 17“ Tavement




) - %s
( 47 ) B

finprovement of fuch and fuch {\dvantages,‘ |
fo as to periorm fuch  Cenditions as will enttle
them to favinz Grace;  but in order to the
Difiovery of their Hearts, that they may know
themleives, and the Stute of their Cale God-
ward, as a Means to influence and engage
their. Flearts to feek the Lord; to deteét
Hypocrites; and to train vp and prepare
Chriftians for Glory. |
Ture Lord tries ProfefDrs by his Word,
which Is tharper than a two-edged Sword, andg
is a diicerner of the Thouchts and Intentsok”
the Heart; Heb. iv. 12. and by his Provi-
dence.  Thus our Lord is fad have his
Fan in kis Hand, and He will throughly purge
his Floor, and gather the W heat 1nto his Gag-
ner, and burn up the ChafT {thus feparated)
with un }1@11:‘]13[){@ Fire. Afzt 112 Heis hk
a Refner’s Fire, and as Fulkr's Soap; and
he ihall it as a Refiner and Purifier of Sil-

4

4

ver, Mil. i 2, 3. Thus He putJel's Up-

richinefs to the Tryal.  Thro' many Tribu-
larions God's People malt enter 1o the
Kinzlom of Heaven. By thefe, their Iniqui-
ty is purged, and it is al thetr Fruit to
take away their Sin. We read of the iryal
of Chriftians Faith, which is more precous
than that of Silver and Goldy that it may be
found unto Praife, and Llonour, and Glory,
at the appearing of Jefus Chalt 1. Pet 1.7,
and true Grace 1s reprelented under tie Me-
taphor of Ge/d Tricp in the Five.  Pev. 1. 18,
Thus the firivings of th: Spint by the Word,

tend
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, t‘) awaken Sinners toa Sene of thei: ne-
giag Condition; give them an Opporuiniy
(‘i’ ing Salvation through the Rede mpticn ur
fl; orleave them without Fxcufe. For
thcy cannot dcierve (Jr'” h': any ira..

1, yet th*’)' ma) prmoke the ln*' 5;
cto withdra: cand fu lofe the O "ﬂzt-...t:\;
» Ptfnto cher pands of focking S:hvaaon: Ity

ele various % ryws [;vp(}("ht‘b ae olten de
Wcied, and beu’nr ol rniied fall of7 lgie Leaves
-3 Autumn, and” the Graces of God's 1’ ‘ceple
are dilcovered and ﬂlrr.':t!‘rn“l. Bus, T think,
e-facred Scriptures fprail noining of a piv -
idgaiv  Stale fince the :JZ, i oany cihar
Senfe.
- Ir wow'd be 2imcl endlels to etienipr re-
? marking unon all at o exceptonatae
- Mr H's Beek.  Fle cil's Conviction Grace,

.
-

§ P. 67. and vehementy miids tatits oo
' very fame Kind with regercrating Grece, il
mtxes the abfur Qty,  and bad ‘Tendiniy of

 the contrary Ojinivn appear, 25 deaily 25 2
Torrent of UQL‘»LLﬁ vibic Werds can do irg

vet Perfons have not faving Grace, il Gy
are regencral c:d Thuos 1w tvams Perionn nay

y

ben a gracious Staie, ara not inir at e
fame Time. Thcy

Grace with that of Hegencration, vot not

b rcgcneraml Cne may go to el with

Grace of the very fame hand with that o wno-

ther who gous to Flicavan. va", what b te-

coniraditions are theie! This Monen howover.

Fol.s
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fends to decewe and deftrby Q g'mm, ¥
leading them to conclude they h vg got Gracdy
whenever they are convn&cd of Sin,~in ang
‘Meafure: For they are hereby taught thls
ftrange Paradox ; that being convinced¥ they
are in a bad and gracelefs Srate; is Graee of
the very fame Kind with regenérating Grace,
and an Eviderce, thcreforc, of their being
gracious. = And tho® he telis them; they are
yet notwithftanding Unregenerate; they will
fcarccly know How to believe him; or if
they do, they will be apt to conclude, that
cnly a gridual Difference between them, and
thofe he calls Reg=nerate, will not be fo im-
nortant a8 to exciude from Heaven. With
* 1.ke' Confifteicy Mr. H. attributes a faving
juftifying Faith to the Unregenerate tho’ he
denies it to be fuch. For he reprefents his
unregenerate Sinner, as giving up all Hopes
of Sa.vatmn by the L:m, and pleadmo- Chriit’s
Rnghteoufncfs ALONE ; but, yet he very grave=
lv tells us, that this Perfon has not Lighe
and Strength enough to venture his eternal
Al on the Rtghteouﬁxeﬁ of Chrift. P. 61.
Who can forbear fmiling dt fuch barcfaced
Contradictions ?

Ber T car’t fpare Time to purfee all his
crude muz_r,r.!kd Notioes. It Mr. H’s Booic make
any Imprefiions on the Minds of any, 1 am
perfuadcd 1t will be, becaufe the uchc.nc iticlf
hppem to pleaic them, and not from any
Heevracy, or Appearance of Swength in lus
Roaonings in fupport of it.  And there-
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&t; as 1 thmYe I have 1ad *whsat is.
nt go fhew that his Scheme.s indcfentih
gonfequently o vindicate the Synod's. Con ’
;owatds him, I fhall therewith content myfelf.
nrefent. _g cr whogver Iha,g apprehend chht m&‘
ny Remarks, {ufficient for this Purpole, will riot
e much puzzled with all that Mr. H. has f:m{F
" From my Apprehenfion of Mr. H’s Temper, |
l fu ppofe he will have the laft Word, and.
boait of char as V'i&ovt Ang § can aflure .
%him, that unlefs he pﬁ'-' o'ncthhﬂ mor
411(6 intelligible Argument, thap Wiy vet ap%
red, I fhall never think iz worth 'ilhllc to
poi 6il him of the Triumph.
3 Now, having thus offered what, I thmﬁ' z ..
fufficient Defence of the Sypod, I leave it with *
the impartial World to judge of the Welght
of Mr H's Appeal, and the Valdity of the
Synod’s Ccnfurc upon him, according as the
grue Force of Argument thall detcrmme And
anay the Lord preferve weak Minds from being,
like Children, tofs’d to and fro, with every Wind
- .of Doétrine, and fettle his Churches in Truth;
%p@ Peace for Chrift's Sake. Amen. T
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LA G E 7. Line the 8 forandir, read ana that iz

and }. 1o, fortwo, r. t0,p. 8. 1. §, forin.
agd, 1, iatreatd. p. 301 27, for Vlcws r. Visu.





