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1 Cor. I 4, §.

And my Speech, andmy Preaching was not
with enticing Words of Man’s Wifdom, bus
in Demonfir atton of the Spirit and of Power,

Tbat your Faith foouid not fand in the Wifdom
of Merx, out in the Power of God.,

HE noble Grandure, and vyet, at -

l the fame Time, artlefs S'mplzcaty
of Stile in the holy Scriptures, is

juftly efteemed 2 very confiderable
Eviderce of their Divinity. The {piritual
Excecliency of divine Truths, when repre-
{ented plainly as they are, fully recommends
them. They need no Varnith to fet them
offt. There are, indeed, bold Figures, a lof-
ty Language in the facred Scriptures ; but
thefe are not a meer Flourith of Words :
they are the genuine Grandute of Expreflion
with which the Mind naturally cloaths great
Ideas and fublime Sentiments: and therefore,
give no room to fufpet artful Defign and
Impofition. They appear every way wor-
A s thy
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thy of the holy Spirit as their Author. But
becaufe the facred Writings contain {piritual
Matter, the Besuty of which, the natural
Man cannot difcern ; and don’t dazzle with
the Gaudery of rhetorical Flourifhes, they
are defpifed by carna! Wits: yet, they are
Wifdom among them who are perfe&t, 1. e.
candid and fincere, They are mighty, thro’
the Energy of the holy Spirit, to turn Sin-
ners to God ; while all other Means are infuf-
ficient to produce fo glorious Effelts,
-~ HENce, the holy Spirit is the only Re-
fource, to which faithful Minifters look for
the Succefs of their Labours, and therefore,
take the Model of their Addrefles to Man-
Kind from him. “Accordingly, the Apoftle,
in my Text, rejedts the enticing Words, or
A ‘s of Perfuafion fuggefied by Man’s Wif-
¢ m; and takes his Inftructions from divine
Rcevelation, which exhibits the Dorines of
Religion with the moft demonftrative Ewvi-
dence; is calculated to penctrate the Heart,
and rendered efficacious to this Purpofe, by
the Influences of the holy Spirit.——=He af-
figns a very folid Reafon for this Determinas
tion, viz. That the Fasth of his Hearers
fhould not ftand in the #ifdmm of Men, but
inthe Power of God. =~
‘THE feveral Terms in my Text will be
more fully explained, in the Profecution of
~ this Subject, under the following Heads: .
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I. 1 fhall enquire what thofe Methods of
Perfuafion, deviled by humzhe Wifdom, are,
which the Apoftle here rejeds.

Il. Shew what is imported in Preaching in
Demo ftration of the Spirit, and of Power.

IlII. Endeavour to explain the Reafon
which determined the Apoftle to chuie this
Manner of Preaching, and a little illuftrate its
Force. |

I am,

I. To enquirc what thofe Methods of Pers
{uafion, devifed by humane Wifdom, are,
which the Apoftle here rejedts.

Mar’s Wifdom: is here oppofed to the
Demonfiration of the Spirit. The Words,
which Man’s Wifdom teacheth are oppofed
to the Words, which the holy Ghoft teacheth,
v. 13. Context. And therefore muft fignify
the Contrivance of Mens own Hearts about
the Things of Religion; framing them ac-
gording “o their own vitiated Tafte (cither as
to the latter of their Doltrines, or the
Manrer of treating them) withoutadue Re-
gard todivine Revelation, or the T eaching
of the Spirit. The enticing or perfuafive
Words of Man’s Wifdom, muft intend, thofe
Methods of Perfuafion, which humane Wif-
dom contrives, inftead of the Topicks of Ar-
gument exhibited by the holy Spirit in his
Word. Which includes fuch Particulars as
thefe following:
g,
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1. ManN’s Wifdom devifzsa Syftem of Re-
ligion upon meerly, or atleaft chiefly, logi-
cal and philofuphical Principles.  This the
Apoftle pointsat, in his ferious Warning, Ccl.
ii. 8. Beware L any Man (poil you thrd’
Phiiofophy and wvamn Deccit, after the Tradi-
tions of Mem, after the Ruaiments of the
World, and ncit ajter Chrifl. 'The Apoftle
does not condemn the Ule of truc Philoiophy
in its proper Pisce. It becomes us as rational
Creatures to fearch out the Works of Ged,
and read his Name, his Glory, in the Book
of Nuture, Thusfar, this Scien= is greatly
lublervient to the Purpofes of Devotion.
But to philofophize upon the Principles of
Religion, to make the Principles of Reafor;
of natural or morul Philofophy their Star-
dard, according to which they arc to be de-
termined, is what the Apcftie here guards a-
gainft. Teachers upon this Plan are very
complaifant to the carnal World: and try to
accommodate Religion to their corrupt Re-
lilh. buch as fet up for the Wits of the
Age, commonly treat genuine Chriftianity
with Sncer and Contempt. They affix the
icornful Epithets of Cant, Whim, and Enthu.
Jrafm to the fpecial Doérines of the Gofpel,
which oper up the Nature of fpiritual experi-
mental Religion, To avoid giving Offence
to fuch Cavillers, thefe philofophical Preach=
crs drop the Myfteries and grand Peculiars ;»f

. the
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the Gofpel of Chrift. They either profuf-
{fedly rejet them, or cumpiomife Matters
with their Adveifaries, by rreating them as
abftrufe Speculations, of little Influence up-
on the religious Life; and generally pals
them over in tilence: infifting chiefly upon
moral Virtues and {ocial Duties. Thele
they explain upon the Principles of Reafon
alone. They confider them only as they re-
{ult from our natural Relations and Connexi-
ons. They enforce them by refined Reafon-
ings upon the moral Beauty and Excellency
of Virtue, and its great Advantages to civil
Socicty. But they are very fparing in any
Kinds of divine Authority, the Obligations
of Conicience, or the Solemnities of a future
Judgment. They would rather quote Au-
thorities from the Heathen Philofophy, than
that ebmoxious Book the Bible. Much of
their Reafonings turn upon Man’s noble Ex-
cellencies and Capacities. They draw his
Chara‘ters in fucha Manner as to givea ve-
ry exalted Idea of him. But left they
fhould fpoil the fine Pifture, the {piritual
Death and univerfal Corruption of humane
Nature muft fcarcely ever be mentioned, or

touch’d with a very tender Delicacy.
WHEN bhuman Reafon is thus fet up as
the great Standard of Religion, it becomes
luxuriant. Its Votaries are vainly puffed up
by their flethly Miad, and intrude into
Things
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Things which they have not feen, They
aim at curious Speculations. Thus did the
philofophizing Teachers in the Apoftle’s
Days, in @ vels tary Humility, and Worfbip-
#ng of Angels, Col. ii. 18, They pretented to
acknowlcdge themiclves to mean to approack
to God immediately, and therefore, would
apply to angelic Mediators. Hence they
were led to many high imaginary Notions a-
bout the Orders and Hierarchy of Angels,
With thefe Fictions, they amufed their
Hearers, and thus diverted them from the
true Worthip of God, to a fuperftitious Ado-
ration of created Spirits, So that the Wif-
dom of Men is fometimes employed to intro-
duceand garnifh wild Superftition and Idola-
try.
);. ELcQUENCE, or the Embellifhment of
Rhetorick, is the Method of Perfuafion,
upon which buman Wifdom depends. This
is what the Apoftle calls the 7sfdom of Words,
§ Cor. i. 17. The Excellency of Speech, or of
Wifdom, verfe 1. of Context, which he de.
terminéd to decline. The Apoftle is far
from condemning the modeft Ufe of Rheto-
rick to excite the Affetions, after the Un-
derftanding has been duly inftru&ed. When
divine Truthsare opened up and explained,
for the Information of the Judgment; it is
very proper to intereft the Heart more decp-

ly in them, by a pathetic Addrefs to the
Paflions
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Paflions and AffeCtiors. The Apoftle himi-
felf, frequenily ufes the true Sublime; and
wifely waches all the Springs of human Nae
tnie, in the moft perfualive Manner. How
orand the Ideas, and how greatly fpoken! in
the 11th and efpecially in the 12th Chaptet
to the Hebrews., With what fine Touches
of true Oratorv, does he excite the Corintbi-
ans to cont:ibute to the Relief of the poot
Saints at “Yeru[alem ! and perfuade Philemon to
be reconciled to Onefimus! but then the Pa-
thos lies rather in ftiiking Sentiments, and
the Significancy of Words, than the gaudy
Flowers of Stile.

WEeAT the Apoftle rejedts, is a {welling
Parade of Words, calculated rather to tickle
the Ear by the {moothly flowing Periods,
and raife an Admiration of the Speaker, than
imprefs the Heart with a folemn Senfe of
Things. When a Preacher’s principal Care
is about the Ornament of a Difcourfe, he will
employ almoft all his Art upon the Finenefs
of Compofition and Elegance of Stile; he’ll
be mor¢ anxious about what will pleafe, than
what will edify ; his great Study wili be to
quaiify his Hearers; the whoie Dilcourfe
muft be form’d {o as to glide imootily cn,
even that Part which, at leaft, fh-ukd te di-
daltick or do&rinal, muft fouwith. H-once
it is efteemed polite, by many to entertain an

Auditory with only neat elegant Orations,
B if
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If the tender Paffions are touch’d, and the
Difcourfe applauded, the Preacher has obe
tained bis Aim., The Spirit of a Seritiment
muft be dropt, and its Edge abated, for the
Sake of making a Sentence flow eafily,——
In a Word, as {ocial Virtues and moral Du-
ties are the principal Subjects, which fuch
Preachers infift upon, fo they labour to efta-
blith them, by refined Reafonings upon natu-
ral Principles, without deriving their Autho-
rity from the Word of God; and depend
upon the pompous Language, and fine Elc-
gance of their Difcourfes for their Succefs.

TrEese, and fuch like, are the Arts of
human Contrivance, the enticing Words of
Man’s Wifdom; which yet Experience fhews
to b2 ineffe@ual to the Reformation of Man-
kin.. Weapons thefe, which do no Exe-
cution in our degenerate World! as I fhall
endeavour to make appear under a following
dead: It is therefore with great Wifdom and
Propriety, that the Apoftle chufes another
Method of preaching, v:z. in Demonftration
and of Power; which leads me,

IL. To fhew what is herein imported. |
Avp, 1/ it imports the Choice of the pe-
culiar Dorines of divine Revelation, for the
principal Subjcéts or a Man’s Miniftry. Tho"
nothing can be admitted as a Revelation from
God, that is repugnant to Reafon; yet, it
muft be fuppofed to make known many

Things
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Things which Reafon could not difcover,
Thefe muft be Matters of higheft Importance
to the Recovery and Salvation of Mcn;
(otherwife fuch a Revelation could not be ine
difpenfibly neceffary) and thercfore fhould
be principully infifted upon, Reafon caninfer
and explain muny of our moral Obligations ;
but can never fettie and adjuft the Rights of
the divine Government, which is injured by
the Creatures Rebellinn; or whether, or in
what Way, Sin can be expiated. It cannot
account for, nor {ufficiently explain the uni-
verfal Depravity of human Nature. The
Mediation of Chrift, Juftification thro’ his
Righteoufnefs, Regeneration, {upernatural
Grace, Union to Chrift, and in Confequence
of that, the In-dwelling of the holy Spirit by
his gracious Influences, and Communion with
God in holy Duties, ¢. are Doétrines which
human Reafon could never have thought of ;
but are clearly opened up in the Word of
God, Itis the great Defign of divine Re-
vélation to inculcate them. They are effen-
tial and fundamental to the Chriftian Reli-
gion. The Salvation offallen Man isimpoflible
without the experimental Knowledge of them,
it muft, theretore, be the main Bufinefs of a
Gofpel Minifter to infift upon iuch important
Articles as thefe..--Thus fays the Apoltlc,
We [peak the Wildom of God in a MYSTERY,
even the biddew Wildom which God bath or-

| B 2 dutncd
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dained before the World umo onr Glorv, which
none of the Princes of this World (1hefe Mun of
Loarning and Reafon) knew, for had hy
known st they would not bave criviped the
Lordof Glory. 1 Cor. 2. ¥, 8.

SurypcTs of Morality are, indeed, allo
to be treated in the Pulpit ; nor are Confile-
rations from the Nature and Reafon of Things
to be negle@ed, in explaining and cenfirining
them. Yet, even theie Things which Realon
can difcover, are more clearly and firongly
reprefented in the Word of God.  Hence the
Deifts themfelves, thofe great Boafters of the
Sufficiency of Nuture’s Light, are much bee
holden to the facred Scriptures for the Per-
fpicuity of their Difcoveries. Divine Reve-
lation fets moral Subje@s in a very difterent
Connexion, from that, in which meerly
phileiophical Reafonings place them ; and
cftablifhes them upon different Principles.
'The Gofpel Minifter, therefore, 1s not to
treat them as a Philofopher, but asa Divine;
and to confider them in the Light of Reve-
lation. Which leads me to obferve,

2. THAT to preach in Demonftration of the
Spirit, is to open up and confirm divine
Truths, by fuch kind of Demonftration as
the holy Spirit ules.

IN the facred Book of God, wrote by the
Infpiration of the holy Ghoft, we fhall find

po labourcd Art: No Impofitions upon the
-7 Credulity
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Credulity of Mankind, or Attempts to excite
Superftition, by lying Wonders and falle
Myfteries, which appear, fuch, only, by
fome crafty I..tiigue and artful Concealment.
But Facts are related with a noble ingenious
Simplicity, and {ubmitted 7o the moit pub-
lick Examinetion, tog=ther v-ith the Recafon-
ings from them. »e bave not, faysthe Apo-
ftle, follow'd cunningly devifed Fables, wher
we made known unto you, the Fower and Comeng
of our Lord Fefus Chrift ; But were Eye-wit-
neffes of his Mujfly. 2 Pet.:. 16. The
Syftem of Religion which the holy Spirit has
revealed, is fo far from foothing the Cor-
ruptions, or flittering the carnal Paffions of
Men, that it runs diretly counter to them.
1 he Depravity of fallen Man is plainly opened
up, the Evil of Sin expofed, and its Morti.
fic.tion infifted upon. All the Doltrines
concerning our Recovery thro’ the Medi-
ation of a Redecmer, and by the Energy of
divine Grace, arcdiretly {uited to this wretche
ed State of Things; all tending to maintain
the Dignity of the divine Government. and
to reftore, and promote the moral Goodnefs
of the apoftate Creature. Matters are fet in
fo 1olemn a Point of Light, the Nature of
true Religion is {o defcriptively reprefented,
and with fuch Dignity and Authority, as to
be exaétly calculated to reach theConfcience,

and affe@ the Heart. The Word of God is
| guick
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quick and powerful, fbarper than any two edged
Sword, piercing even 10 the dividing afunder of
Soul and Spirit, and of the Joints and Marrow;
and is a Difcerner of the Thoughts and Intent; of
the Heart. Heb. 4. 12.~=—="1he fpiritual Ex-
cellency and Purity of the Doftrines, con
tained in the facred Scriptures, their Con-
gruity to the divine Perfeicns ; their Op-
pofition to all moral Evil; their Addrefs ta
every Man’s own Confcicufnefs, who will
ferioufly confider, and impartially compare
himfelf with them ; their obvious Hope and
Tendency, which is to magnify and difplay
the Glory of God, and reduce the revolted
Creature to a State of Subjeftion to him as
his fupream Lord, and Happinefs in him, as
his chief Good ; are convincing Demonttra.
tions of their being divine, a Revelation from
God: And whereby the holy Ghoft con-
vinces tbe }'orld of Sin, uf Righteoufnsfs, and of
Fudgment. John 16. 8,

Now, it is the Bufinefs of the Gofpel
Minifter to explain, enforce, and inculcate
thefe Truths, in their native Simplicity and
Purity, without any adulterating Mixtures ;
to fet thefe irrefragable Evidences of their
Authority fzirly in View ; and to take Care
that fuch Marks of Sincerity, Purity, and
ftrictly following the Light of God’s Word,
appear in the Whole of his Preaching. By
thefe, and fuch like Confiderations, the

~ Apoftle
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Apoftle Paul vindicates his Miniftry. a Cor.
a. 17. For we are nct as many, which corrupt
the Word of God {like Viatners, who adulte-
rate their Wines, by mixing them with
Water) but as of Sincersty, but as of God, in
the Sight of God, [peak wein Chrifi. Chap. 4. 4.
But have renounced the bidden Things of Dis-
HONESTY, mof walking in CRA¥TINESS, wor
bandliing the 1ord of God DECEITFULLY, bt
6y MaNIFESTATION OF THE TRUTH, come
mndirgg onrfelves toevery Man's CONSCIENCE,
snthe Sight of God. Eph. 4. 14, 15. That we
henceforth, be no more Children, toffed to and
fro, and carrvied about with every Wind of Doc-
trine, by the flght of Men, and CUNNING
CRAFTINESS, whereby they lic in Wait to
DECEIVE; but [peaking the TRUTH in Love,
1may grow up into bim in all Things, which is the
Head, even Chrif,

3. To preach in Demonftiation of the Spi-
rit, is to follow thofe Methods of Periuafion,
~ which the holy Spirit ufesin his Word.

IT is not enough to illuftrate Dorines,
and demonftrate them to be true, but the
reluftant Hearts of Men are to be perfuaded
toa Compliance, Without this, the Things
of Religion are treated only as Matters of cold
Speculation. Now while human Wifdom
depends, for this Purpofe, upon refined
Reafonings upon the moral Beauty and Ad-
vantages of Virtue, the Difadvantages of

Vice ;
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Vice; upon Elegance of Compofition, and
the Excellency of Speech ; the holy Spiri,
in his Word, urges the Confcience, with the
Confideration of our being accournrible to
God; the Solenmity ofa future Judgment;
the important Realities of Heaven and Hell:
and addrefles the Heart with Arguments
drawn from the Love of Chrift, the Grace of
God, the abundant Riches of divize Mercy,
the Glory of God, and the gre:t Things he
has laid up for them who love him. |

THeSE then are the Topicks, which
fhould furnifh out the Rhetoric of the Pulpit.
Thefe are the Methods of Perfuafion we find
ufed by the Apoftles and firft Minilters of
the Gofpel. Thus fays Paul, Rom. xii, 1.
I befeech you, Brethren, by the MzRciEs
or Gop, that ye prefent your Bodies a living
Sacrifice, holy and acceptabie unto God,
which is your realonable Service. 1 Cor. 6,
19, 20. What, know ye not that your Bo-
dy is the Temple of the holy Ghoft, which
ye have of God, and ye not your owN? For
YE ARE BOUGHT WITH A Price; therefore,
glorify God with your Bedy and your Spirit,
which are God’s. 2 Cor. §. 14, 15, 20, 2I.
For the Love of CHRIST conflraincth us,
becaufe we thus judge th it if One died for all,
then were all dead, and that Je died for 2//,
that they which lrve, [lould not bencefor:h lrve

wnto themfelves, but umo bim, which died for
them
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them and rofe aga'n --- Fo pray youin Chrifl’s
Stead, b ve reconcile to God, For HE HATH
MADE HIM TO BE SIN FQR US, who krew no
Sty 1hat WE MIGHT BE MADE THE
RicaTrcusNess oF Gop IN HIM. Phil. 2.
1, 2. if trnac he therefore, any Confolation
" C!vrf/? if «<ny Comfo:¢ of Love, if any Fi-
bwfbip of the Spi-it, if any Kowels of Mﬂmw ;
fulfil ye my Joy, that ye be like mmded
having the famc Love, being of one Acmrd
of one Mind..

WHEN the Ap oftle would per‘wadc to
moral Duties; to Liberality to the poor
Saiuts at “75m/alem, ex. gr. be dces rot do it
meerly as a Philofopher, from the Confide-
ration of their mutual Connexions as Mcmbers
of Society ; and the Pleafure that relieving
the Needy affords to a generous Mind ; but
as a Chriftian Minifter, utes the more m.lt-
ing and effe@ual Perfuafions, which the Gef-
pel affords. For ye know, fays he, THE
GRrace of our Lord :76[:4: Chrifi, that tho' he
was R1cH, yet, for YOUR SAKES hic became
Poor, that ye thro’ his PovERTY might be
Rich. 2 Cor. 8. ¢.. and Chap. 0. 7= 15
Every Man, according as he purpofeth in his
Heart {o let him gwe, not orudgmly, ot of
Neceflity ; ror GcD LCVETH @ clearfil
Giver. And Ged is able to make-ali Geacs
abound towards vou, that ve always having
All-fufficiency in ald T bmgs mdy abounliz cvery

G glUd
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good Work : (asit is written, he hath difperfed
abroad, he hath given to the Poor ; hisRigh-
teoufnefs remaineth for ever. Now Az that
miniftereth Seed to Sower, bothm nsficr Bread
Jor your Food, and multiply your Sced (own, and
encreale the Frait of your Rightecufne/s) being
enriched in every Thing to all Bountiju'nefs,
which caufeth thro’ us Thankfgivrg to God,
For the Adminiftration of this Service, not
anly [applicth the Want of the Saints, but is
ABUNDANT alfo by many Thankfgrvings unto
Gop. (Whilft by the Experiment of this
Miniftration they GLori¥Y GOD for sour
profe(led Subjeltion unto the Gofpel of Chrift, and
for your liberal Difiribution unto them, and
to all Men) and by zheir Prayer for you,
which long after you, for the exceeding Grace
of God in you. Thanks be to God for his
UNSPEAKABLE GIFT. .

A Group of perfuafive Arguments thefe,
arifing from the Gofpel of Chrift, which
Man’s Witdom would never have fuggefted !
and yet, how much more pathetic!

4. IN Order to preach in Demonftration of
the Spirit, it is requifite that the Preacher
himfelf be much under the Influence of that
divine Spirit.

No Man can have a thorough Idea of vital
Religion without the Expericnce of it in his
own Soul. He may have very orthodox Spe-
culations about Faith inChrift, and the other

Graces
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Graces of the holy Spirt ; but he cannat duly
apprehend the intcrnal A&ings and Senfa-
tions of the Foul in the Excrcife of them,
unlefs he himfelt has felt them. And confe-
quently, he cannot reprefent thcm to the
Life, and delcribe the Energy of divine Grace,
fo as to convey, to his Bearers, an Idea of
the inward Fcelings of God’s People, in its
various Exercite. One, indeed, who has had
fcme confideratle Experience of the common
Operations of the Spirit, may come much
nearer the Matter than athers; but ftill, he
muft be very deficient in diftinguifhing be-
tween common and favirg Grace. Nor can
it be expetied, that a Man, whofe Scul does
not relifh the fpiritual Things of Religion,
will dweil npon fuch Subje@s in the Courfe
of his Miniftry. They will not only be un-
delightful, but, as his carnal Mind is Enmity
agaift God, diigufting to him. He wili ra.
ther mould Religion fo as will beft fuit his
own Lxperience, and coraport with his falfe
Hopes and carnal Security.
Bur it is not enough that a Minifter be in
a State of Grace; he muft aifo have the
quickening Influences of the holy Spirit from
Time to Time, in Order to enuble him to
preach the Gotpel in ac ofc, pre&ical, demen-
ftrative Munner. It is & lively Senfe cf di-
vine Things, that will make him tolemnly in
Eaineft, aid aninate his Ditcourfes wth a
C 2 proper
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proper Spirit.  When a Man does not feel
his Subje&, his Sermon will be cold and lan-
guithing, Faithtal Minifters olten lament
under fuch Indifpofitions, that thcy cannot
do Juftice to divine Truths. Burt let the
Heart be under the decp Influence of fpiri-
tual Truths, and the Preacher’s Lips will be
as the Pen of a rcady Scribe. He will enter
Into the very Spirit of his Subje@®. He will
open it up with fuch Perfpicuity; will fet it
in View with fuch Life and Energy ot Lan-
guage, fuch fulnefs of Evidence, as will have
tie hoppicft Tendency to warm the Hearts
of truc Chriftians, and, at leaft, command
the Attention of others, and leave a Tetti»
m-ny in their Corfciences. The Man, with
whom is the Secret of the Lord, to whom he
fhews his Covenant (Pfalm 24. 14.) is cer=
tainly the moft likely to open it up to others
in fuch a Munner, as to fpecak to their very
Hcarts, It was when Stzephin was full of Faith
and Power, that they were not ablc to refift
the Wifdom and the Spirit, with which he
{fpake. A& 7. 8,--10. To this Purpofe allo
the Apoftle obferves in our Contex, Verle
9, 10, 11, 12, 13, that Eye hath not lcen,
nor I‘ar heard, neither have entered into the
Hea:t of Man, the Things which God hath
prepa ed for them who love him, but God bath
revealed them unto s by bis Spirst 5 tor the
Spirat fearchath all Things, yea thedeep 1 bz’ng;

g
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of God. For what Man knoweth the Thinge
ot a Man, fave the Spirit of Man, which is
in him ! even {0 the Zhings of God knoweth no
Man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have
rccerved not the orarit of the World, but the
SPIRIT whichis of Ged ; that we might now
the 1hinos thet are freely given to us of God.
Which Thingsalfo we ipeck, not in the Werds
which Mav's 1i/dim tcacheth; but which the
boiy Ghofl te. :heih, compuring ipiritual Things
with Spiritual, g -

Once imore, ‘ :

§. To preach in Demonftration of the Spi-
¥it imports, a Dependance upon the holy Ghnit
for Succefs. |

Farrarur Minifte:; confider themfclves
only as Iuftruments, which the blefled God
condefcends to make Ufe of; but all the Efe
ficacy of their Labours s from him. Thus
fays the Apofile, who then is Pawl, and who
is Apolius, but Minifters by whom ye believed
even as ihe Lord gave to every Man. [ have
pPlanred, Apollos wasered, bur God giveth the
Encreafe. 1 Cor, 3. §,6. True Believers are
faid to be r2. Lpsflle of Chriff, (miniftred by
his  Servants) written, not with Ink, but
with the Spii'é‘of the lrving (xed ; not in Tables
of Stone, but in the flcfhly Tables of the
Heart. 2 Cor. 3. 3. i. e. the Dorines of the
Gofpel mak. deep and fixed Impreflions on

the H-art, ax the Pen or Type does upon
the
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the Paper; but then, it is by the Energy of
the holy Spirit they do fo. The Minitlers
ot Chrift, know they are not fufficicnt of thcm-
jesves, to think any Thing as of themfeties,
but their Sefficiency is of God. 1t is be, thut
makes them avle Minifters of the New.Tefta-
ment. The Guipel is called the Miniflratin
of the Spirit. 2 Cor. 3. 5, 6,---£. Hence tle
Servants of God feek the holy Spirit’s Aid in
order to the right Difcharge of their weighty
Work, and depend upen his mighty Influ-
ence, and gracious Blefling, as the ouly Soujce
of their Succefs. He itis, who fo fully demon-
ftrates divine Truths, as to conquer and per-

fuade the Heart, |
- Now when Preachers make the DoQrines
of divine Revelation the Subjeéts of their
Miniftry, i. q. in that very Counexion and
Point of Light, in which the Word ot God
fets them. When they open up theie Truths
in their Purity, native Simplicity, and im-
portant interefting Nature; when they de-
monftrate them from the Teftimony of Gead,
and fet the innate Chara&er of Divinity,
which the Do@rines of the Gofpel carry in
them, fully in View; when, in the Appli-
cation of Truths fo illuftrated and\conhrm’d,
they decypher the Heart, and urge it with
fuch awakening and pathetic Confiderations
as have been already hinted ; when in dou.g

this, they are animated by divine Influence,
, their
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thair Hearts are filled with that Fervency,
and their Lips with th.t holy Heart-affc&ing
Jidogaonce, whic a lively senfe ot Religion
natar:lly inipires; and when the Tnfluence of
the ho'v Spirit concurs with the Word of his
Grace, then there will appear to be Power
and Authority in the Word, as well asLight
and Evidence. If thofec who fuftain the
Charadter of Chrift’s Minift:rs will take their
Inftra&tions from the facred Writings, and
taithfully profecute th:ir Scop: and Defign
accord .ng to the foregoing Obfervations; if
toey will treat the eternal Interefts, the mo-
mentous Concernment of immortal Souls with
God in fuch a ftriking Manner ; fet them in
{o very folemn and interefting a Point of Light
as the Word of God does, and urze the Heart
with fuch pathetic Importunity and fpirited
Addrefs asthe facred Pages every where abound
with: Then they will {fpeak as thofe that
have Authority. They will {peak with Pow-
er. With Power {ufficient to ublige Men to
yeild their Affent to the Truth; to make
them fee, in fome Meafure, their own Cha-
rafter ; to lay many Reftraints upon them ;
leave a Teftimony in their Confciences for
God againft themfelves; render them fre-
quently uneafy in their Way of Sin; and leave
them without Excufe; and with Refped to
many, the Weapons of their Warfare will be
mighty thre’ God, to the pulling down of

ftrong
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ftrong Holds, cafting down Imaginations, and
~every high Thing that exalteth itfelf againft
the Knowledge of God, and bringing into
Captivity every Thought to the Obedience
of Chrift. a2 Cor. 10. 4, 5. Their Miniftry
will become effeual to open Sinners Eyes,
and turn them fiom Darknets to Light, and
from the Power of Satan unto God. Aés 26,
18. The happy Tendency of this plain,
praftical, and ipiritual Manner of Preaching,
to fo blefled Effeéts, determined the Apottle
to chufe it, inftead of the inticing Words of
Man’s Wifdom, that fo the Faith of Chriftie
ans might not ftand in the Wifdom ot Men,
but in the Power of God, This Reafon of

his Condult I am, |
IT1. To endeavour to explain and illuftrate.
Faith in gcneral, is the Credit we give to the
Teftimony of another, If the Teftimony be
Man’s, our Faith is human; but is called di-
vine, when founded cn the Teftimony of God.
Even when Mattersaf Religion are Objeéts of
eur Belicf, fo far as it refts upon the Tefti-
mony or Authority of Mes, it is buta human
Faith: And only divine, in {fo far as the
‘Teftimony of God determinesit., When the
Efforts of human Reafon, in its prefent im-
rcrfc& broken State, tho’ fet off with all the
aboured Embellifhments of Language, fix the
Articles of our Creed, then our Faith ftands
the Wifdom of Men, But when effioncious
Light
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Light fhities into the Underftanding from the
Word of God, whereby Ignorance is removed,
Prejudices are overcome, and we are per-
fuaded cordially to embrace the Truth in the
Love of it, upon the Authority of the divine
Teftimony, then our Faith flands in the
Power of God. This the Apoftic aimed at as
the great Defign of his Miniftry, and takes
his Meafures accordingly. He ufes Means
dire@ly adapted to this End. Tho’ he well
knew the Arts of Man’s Wifdom, and was as
capable of ufing them, as others ; vet he wife-
ly chufes to open up the Myfteries of the
bidden Wifdom of God, as better calculated to
anfwer the truly valuable Erds of Preaching,
and with which only, he could expect the

Concurrerice of divine Energy. 5
Now in Order to take up the full Force
of the Apoftle’s Argument, and fec the Rea-
fon of his Condult; it will be proper to ob-
{erve, that fuch is the prefent State of our
World, that a very great Change muft take
Place in the Temper and Difpofition of Men’s
Hearts, fuch a Change aswill infer a thorough
Alteration of the Life and Converfation; bes
fore ever they can be the Subje&ts of Hap-
piniefs. However we fhall account for it,
the Fa& is obvious, that Mankind afe uni-
verfally corrupted.  The moft care'efs Ob-
ferver muft fee, this World is full af Ofpref-‘
fion, Fraud; and Injufiice; that the human
D Race
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Race in general, are under the Influence and
Government of irregular Lufts and Paflions g
that they are fenfual and terrene ; that Pride,
Malice, and Envy, are every where preva-
lent, and fhew themfclves in their bitter
Fruits ; and that Truth and Integrity are rare
Things in the World. The Eye of Reafon is
greatly blinded, and almoft put out. Human
Wifdom, inftead of being able to point cut
the Remedy of thefe Evils, is often only eme
ployed in garnifhing every one’s Conceit, yea
the moft abiurd and ridiculous Notions, in
order to make them pafs. The fabulous Di-
vinity of the Heathens, their Multitude of
Deities, and the abfurd and often monftrous
Worthip they paid them, fufficiently fhew
this, From all this, it is evident, that Man-
kind being wife in their own Conceits are be-
come Fools, that they are deeply revolted
trom God, and naturally mofl oppofite to
morzl Goodneis. They muft needs be in a
moft wretched State of Guilt and Mifery.
Nor can they ever be in a better Condition,
till they become quite other Creatures than
by Nature they are. It is abfurd to imagine
that rebellious Sinners, whofe Souls are bent
upon Iniquity, and difrelith true Holinefs,
can enjoy Communion with a holy God, and
Happinefs therein, while fo bafe a Temper -
continues to govern them. And when we

confider not only the Abfence of holy Prin.
_ | ciples,
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ciples, but the fitrong Oppofition, from evil
Habits, tobe overcome, itis evident, no lefs
than aimighty Power is requifite, to cffe fo
great a Change, Bat yet it is a Change to
be effe®ed, not by Way of meer phyfical
Operation, but in-a moral Way, by Means
fuitsble to our rational Naturc, adapted to
perfuade, Divine Truths are thercfore the
Mediam by which this Power is to be exert~
ed. In order to perfuade and conquer the
Heart, two Things are neceffary, vsz. That
the Dcétrines propofed carry fufficient Weight
in them, to preponderate againft every oppo-
fite Confideration 5 and that they be believe
ed. Without the former, there can be no
Reafon to influence the, Mind ; without the
latter, the moft {olid Reafon can have no
Weight. But where both concur, there muft
needs be Power and Tnfluence in Proportion
to the Degree of Faith, which will always
be in Proportion to the Nature and Degree
of apprehended Evidence.

Now the Apoftle would not have the Faith
of his Hearers to ftand in the Wildom of Men,
becaufe fuch a Faith is weak apd ineffeual ;
it is- deftitute of Power, as the Antithefis
plainly fhews, It is oppofed to the Faith
which ftands in the Power of God. Such a
Faith muft needs be weak and ineffe@ual ;
for the Dotrines propofed by human Wiidom
do not carry fufficient Weight in them, to

' D2 over-
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over ballance oppofite Confiderations ; nor does
- Man’s Wifdom eftablith thefe Doérines up.
on o certain Evidence, at leaft, Evidence tq
level to common Apprehenfion, as to beget
a deep fix’d Belief of them, As will appear
from the few following Confiderations taken
together.

Here I may appeal to Fa@. Experience
fhews that the Faith which ftands in the
Wifdom of Men has no prevailing Efficacy,
Some few of the heathen Moralifts have rea-
foned fincly upon the Beauty of Virtue, and
the great Advantages to be reap’d trom it by
Mankind, both as individuals, and as Meme
bers of Society, in this Life. Tho' they have
talk'd, at beft, in a very dubious Manner
about a future State. But where have they
effeCted any Reformation? where have they
ﬂlt Vice out of Countenance, or perfuaded

en to the Love and Praltice of Virtue?
They have {eldem lived according to their
own Le&ures themfelvess. Nor have been
able to difentangle themfelves from the Sue
perftitions and Follies of their Country.

PrirosoPHiCcAL Realonings are too ree
fined for the Bulk of Mankind. They cane
not apprehend their Force. The greater Part
of People have neither Leifure, nor the necef-
fary Cultivations of their mental Powers, to
attend fairly to nice metaphyfical Difcourfes.
Neither would they make proper Imfprei-

10nS
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fions, if they coyld. Let a Man talk never
fo well upon moral Beauty; the. Pleafure
arifing trom Virtue ; and the inward Shame
and Confufion arifing from Vice ; they, whofe
Inclinations lay quite the contrary Way, and
who take Pleafure in the Gratification of their
Lufts, will never bclieve him. They cane
not {ce the Beauty he tpeaks of. He fecms
to be reatoning againft their Senfe and Ex-
perience.

THE Principles upon which the Wifdom of
Man goes, do not ob.ige and awaken the Con-
Jetence ; and fo do not convince Men of the
Danger, to which their prefent Courfe expo-
fes them. The cnticing Words of Man’s
Wifdom deduces our moral Obligations only.
from the Beauty, Reafon, and Fitnefs of
‘Things. Perhaps the facred Scriptures may
be quoted by way of Compliment ; but with
{pecial Care not to drop a Hint, as tho’ theig
Authority fignify’d any Thing in the Cafe
They are only, it may be, refer’d to as illu-
ftrations of, and affording their Sufferage to
the aforefaid Plan of Reafonings. But this
Method of Reafoning is more than countere
ballanccd by prefent corrupt Inclinations and
delight. The Confcience isnever impreffed with
a Senfe of the divine Authority or Obligation
of God’s JLaw ; the Account we muft render
to hini; and the Powers of the World to
come. Hence, tho’ Sinnners fhould yeild

their



[ 3 |

their Affent to the Truth of fuch Reafonings,
yet they haveno great Senfe of Danger ; and
apprehend a prefent Advantage and Pleafure
on the other bide. Meer Reafoning is cold and
unaffe®ting; and Eloquence, at beft can but
touch the Paflions tor the prefent, but can-
not change the Inclination of the Will
Thefe will be no more effectual to ftem the
Tide of Corruption, than Arrows of Straw,
to batter down a brazen Wall. A fuperna-
tural Energy and Influence of divine Grace
is ncceflary to this Purpofe. But human Wil-
dom cannot affure us whether this Grace beat
all attainable, or upon what Terms it may be
difpented : And therefore cannot encourage
inners to look for it, nor perfuade them to
feck it.

BuTt the Word of God (the Words which
the holy Ghoft teacheth) prefents us with
the moft moving Confiderations, and urges
them with fuch Strength and Plainefs of
Evidence as to affure the Mind and beget fo
firm a Belief of them, under the divine In-
fluence, as will deeply affe@ the Heart,

THEe Law of God exhibits to us a Copy of
divine Excellencies; of that Difpofition of
Mind towards, and Conformity to them,
which conftitutes the moral Geodnefs ot ra-
tional Beings, and that Courfe of Duty, in
which this is to be exercifed and exprefled ;
opens up the Majefty and fupream .Authorit;;

) ©
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of Jehov:h; and fets before us the awful
San&ions, by which our Obedicnce to him is
eaforc’d. God has reveal’d tous in his Word,
our Apoftacy from him, and Violation of thefe
natural and decp Obligations, we lye under
‘to-him ; explain’d the univerfal Depravity,
and f{piritual Death of fallen Man; and feri-
oufly reprefented the rueful Mifery to
which {o bafe a Revolt expofes him. Thefe
Things, bore home upon the Hearts of Sine
ners in their genuine Light, mightily «one
vince their Confciences, of their Sin and Mi-
{cry. By this pure and holy Law of God,
they are arraign’d and convited at thcir own
Bar. God’s Vice-gerent in their Bofoms,
pronounces Sentence, and condemns them.
They arc filled with a Senfe of Almighty
Wrath, The Terrors of God fali upon them,
aad they dread the awful Decifion of a futare
Judgment. Hence they can find no Reft in
their prefent dangerous Cendition. They are
full of Enquiry, what they fhall do to be
faved ? but their Sin and Guilt now appeurs
in fo awful a Point of Light, fo infinitely
bafe and heincus, that they know not how
it can confift with the Juftice, Holincts, and
governing Authority of God to fhew Mercy
to fuch ungrateful Rebels.  This greatly dif-
courages poor awakened Sinners and was
there no Relief provided in this Cafe, abfow
lute Defpair would haiden themin their Ene

mity
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mity, and prevent all Attempts to fvek God.

But the Gofpel obviates this perplexing
Difficulty by opening the Scheme of Salva-
tion thro’ Chrift. The Glad Tidings of 4
Mediatoi, the Account of his Perion, and Nae
tures, the Hiftory of his incarnation, Birth,
Life, Death, and Refurretion; his Righteou(s
nefs and Offices; fet before us a Door of
Hope, and fhew us a Way of Reconciliation
worthy of God, 4nd every Way confifteat
with, and adapted to illuftrate the divine
Glorv. The Gofpel makes a gracious Tender
of Chrift, and all the Fulnefs of Salvation
thro’ him, to the guiltiet vileft Sinners:
They are invited to truft in him  Here, as
poor Sinners, a deep diftrefsful Senfe of their
Guilt and Mifery prefles and alarms them on
the one Hand; fo this Report of the Gofpel
upon the other, enceurages and invites them
to fly to Chrift as their only 2nd fafe Refuge.

As poor Sinnersare utterly dead and with-
out Strength to embrace the Redecmer, and
to turn to God thro’ him, they are direfted
and encouraged to feek the Grace and In-
fluence of the holy Spirit, by whofe Energy
vhe Heart is conquer’d and quickened. Here
is aPlanlaid for his Retuvn to rebellious Men,
by Way of gracious Influence, and Operas
tion. And hence Sinners utter Helplefsnefs
in themfclves, is no Bar in the Way of their

Salvationt,. |
o Now
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Now when this {urprizing Grace of God,
this unpirralleled Love of Chrift is appre-
hended ; thefe Do@rines of Salvation are
really believed. fo believed s that poor Sin-
ners venture ail their Silvation, their etere
nal Iaterefts upon this Foundation; makse
this Rightcoufnefs of Chrift their only Re-
fuge, and with all their Hearts acquiefce in
the new and well ordered Covenant, as cone
taning all their Salvation and all their Dew
fire: When hereupon their Souls are filled
with a fweet Senfe of pardoning Mercy ; how
deep and teader the Oblizations of Love and
Gratitude fuch muft feel themfelves under,
who are thus pluck’d as Brands out of the
Burning ! their Hearts arc melted and yield ;
their Enmity conquered, and now they dedn-
cate themfelves to God, and chofe his Service
upon noble Prmcxplcs. S0 that this Syftem

of Do&rines, open’d up in the facred Scrip-
tures, have the moft dire& Tendency in their
own Nature, t0 reduce Rebels to God again.
The firm Belief of them will overcoms the
Relu&ance and Oppofition of the corrupt
Heart,

SEEING that the blefled God has, with {6
exquifite Wildom, contrived this Way of
Salvation, and has been at fo infinite Ex-
pence upon it, we may naturally expe®, his
Arm will be firetched out to accomplifh it,
in fuch Inftances, as to his Sovercign Plea-

E fure
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fure feems meet: That he will exert his Powe
er in impre(ing thefe Truthsupor: the Hearts
of Sinners, to pcriuade them toembrace Chrilt,
and retuin to their Allegiance. Thuas their
Fatth is of the Operarion of God, and ftands
in Hts Power ; and is cffeGtual to the purify-
ing of their Hearts,

THeREFORE to preach up thefe Dorines
in a {olemn, praétical, and pungent Manner,
to open up the Nature of Faith in Chrift,
and the Change of Heart that accompanics it ;
and to inculcate all the Duties of Holineis
towards God and Man, vpon this Founda-
‘tion, and urge them by the Motives of the
Goipel, is the only Means to promote the
Holinefs and Happinefs of fallen Sinners; the
only Preaching, upon which we can expect
the efficacious Bleffing of Gol; the Co-opca
ration of the holy Spirit,

I proceed now to make fome pra&ical Re-
fleGtions upon this Subjedt.

Refleét. 1/l. HENce we learn that an expe-
rimental Acquaintance with the faving Grace
of God, is a Qualification indifp:nfibly necet-
{ary in a Minifter of the Gofpel, in order to
the skilful and faithful Difcharge of his fo-
lemn Truft. Without this, he will not be
difpofed to Faithfulnefs, nor be capable of
it. It is only the Grace of God that will bring
down a Man’s Conceit of his own Wifdom;
and maks him become a Fool in his own

Eyes,
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Eyes, that he muy be wife. It is only the
Expericnee of divine Grace rhat can give 'a
Maun a true Idea of vital Religicn ; and con-
fequently, enable him to explain it with
convincing Clearnefs and Eaergy, He wil,
without this, cither pervert the Word of
God by falfe Glofles, according to the Re-
lith of his carnal Heart, or at befl, leave out
the very Spirit of the Goipel, which rendcrs
it the Power of God to Salvation. As a car-
nal Man's Heart is not con!orm’d tothe Word
of God, his Difcoutfes will not be moulded
according to it ; but he will mould the Word
of God according to his own carnal Wifdom,
Such a Man’s Miniftry will not only come
fhort of the true End ot Preaching, but will
really cppofe it. Will iiot only leave his
Hearers ignorant of the Nature ot true Reli-
gion, bat give them a falfe Idea of it. And
confequently, it wili tend to the Deftru@ion
of immortal Souls. O then, what a hardy
Adventure is it, fora Man to enter into the
facred Office, without fome good Reafon to
hope that God has taught him true {piritual
Wildom ! whatan awful Rifque does he run!
to undertake the Ccnduét of Souls in Mat-
tess of everlafting Moment : Matters upon
which eternal Life or Death depend, while
he himfelf does not underftand them, how
dreadful ! O what a Cafe muft he be in, who
tries Pratice upon immortal Souls at a Ven=
turc! | ’
- E 2 How
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‘How careful then fhould the Judicatures
of the Church be, to encourage only fuch
who affurd fome hopeful Evidences of true
Piety, and Acquain:ance with {piritual Exer-
ci‘es, toenter into the Miniftry: And to dif-
courage others, They will betray the In-
terefts of the Clurch committed to their
Care, if they are negligentin this. *

Refleétion ad. How much fhould it be the
Bolicitude of a2 Gofpcl Minifter, tobe more
and more deny’d to his own Wifdom; to be
more deeply under the Influence of {piritual
Truths, and the Energy of the holy Ghoft,
in order toan{wer the great End of his Office.
- A Minifter muft, indeed, exeicife W ifdom

and Prudence in explaining divine Truths,
arranging Ideas and Arguments, and improv-
ing Subjedts to the Edification of the IHearers,
When this is under the Direétion ot God’s
Word, and the chiet Labour is tc fet Mat-
ters in the moft inftruive, convincing, and
Heart-affe@ing Point of Light, then it is, in-

deed

. ® Surely he ienot fit for the Miniftry, who does not makea credible
Profeffion of experimentz! Religion, Tho® a defigning Hypocrite may im-
gofe upon a Pielbytery by a {eigned Narrative,yetthen theCrime is hisown,
(and an agravated Crime it would be) and he may in like Manner, deceive
with R-fpeét to the Profeflion of his Faith, But Charity forbids uste fuf-
peét a Man of {uch awful Peifidy, fo {olemn Lying, except wpon fuch evi-
dent Inconfitteney in his Life and Converfation, as would of itfelf, be a
futficient Objedtion sgainft him, What Security has the Church for the
Continuance of a pious Miniftry, a Miniftry kilful in fpiritual Exercifes, if
Prefbyreries don’t confcientioufly make a Point ofthis, to enquire into
whit Evidence of experimental Religlon Candidates can sfford them ? we
eznnot, indeed, difcem the Heset, butwe can judge of the Credibility
of inch o Profeflion ; and if it be credible, we, at leaft, obtain fome Evi-
denog of theinr being copailec of reprefenting the Nature of [pititval Exercifes.
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deed, fpiritual Wifdom,.——But even pious
Minifters have the Remains of Pride in them,
whence they are in Danger of too greata Pre-

penfity to feek their own Glory, and for that
Purpofe, to take fuch Meafures as will go beft
down with thecarnal World. They may be too
ambitious to fhine, too folicitousabout theDrels
and Ornament of their Difcourfes, that they
may attra@ the Admirztion of their Audience,
This indeed, appears under the Mask of {up-
porting the Dignity and Reputation of their
Miniftry. They may be too ready to accom-
m oda‘e them’ehves to the depiaved Tafte of

the carnal World, under the Notion of avoid-
ing their Prejudices, and recommending Re-
liginn to tiem. Butalas! this is catnal Wik
dom. And upon the whole they will mifs
their Mark. For while they fludy fo much
to pleate the Ear, they forret to point at
the Heart with a proper Spirit. They may

raife the Admiration of their Heurers for a
while, but their Eloquence will {foon grow
familiar; and having fo much the Air of
Pre ching themfelves, will hecome negledted
It is the Energy of Sermons.upon the Heart
that will. command Refpe@, and fopport

their Digni.;. When the Preacher’s own Heart
is

4 T would not be underftood here to plead for a Negle& of good Stile,
a carele(s Difregard of Compofition. That istago to the other Extream.
Y only oppofe fuch a Delicacy in this Matter, as renders the Beauties of
.Langmge, and Nicety of Corpofition a pringipal 5tudy : Anduargs, that
it fhould ke onlya Secondary and lefs principal Care. While the Chicf
Angziesy of the Heartruns in a more important Dirc&tion,
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is deeply intereftcd in his Subje@®, and means
to imprefs it upon the Hearts of others, this
will naturally ditate the moft fignificant and
energetic Language; which will command
both Attention and Efteem; and the little
Inaccuracies, that may be owing to the Want
of laboured Notes before him, will be over-
look’d. Thuerefore, let Gofpel Minifters be
much engag’d in {earching the facred Sciip-
tures, ftudying the Gofpel of Chnft, com-
paring fpiritual Things with Spiritual. Let
them be very anxious to obtain a deep-fix’d
Senfe of divine Truths upon their own Hearts.
And to that End, let them feek much of the
continmual Influence of the holy Epirit. O let
them beware of grieving him; and be very
careful t& keep up a holy Fellowfhip with
him. Then, and only then, they are likely
to anfwer the End of theit Miniftry,

Refletion 3d. Tris Difcourfe ferves to {ug-
geft a good Rule, by which a People may be
direted in the Choice of a Minifter.

WHEN a People put themfelves under the
Care of 2 Minifter, they commit to him the
Condu of their Souls in Matters of infinite
Moment: ‘The Mifmanagement of which,
will tend to their Deftruftion. They have
Need then, to have good Evidence of his Fi-
delity and Ability. In choofing a Minifter,
they fhould not aim at having their Ears ticke
Jed, and their Fancy amufed. But at having

their
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their Hearts infira@ed in the Knowledge of
Chrift, and perfuaded to embrace lim, and
to turn to God thro’ him. If they aét accord-
ing to this Defign, they wili certainly choofe
that Miniftry, in which they perceive the
manifet Appearance of Power and Authority:
That fearches and addreffes the Confcience;
that plainly 2ims at the Heart. They will
make Choice of the Preacher who makes it
his principal Bufinefs to open up the {piritu.l
Things of Religion, and reprefents them in
a ftriking pungent Manner. Who, by Mans-
Jeftation of the Truth, recommends bimfelf to eve=
ry Man’s CONSCIENCE in the Sight of God,
Who earneftly negotiates a Reconciliation of
Sinners to God upon the Plan of the Gofpel.
They will choofe the Man, who exhibits an
Example of the Religion he preaches in his
own Walk, and maintains a favory Relifh of
divine Things in his Converfation. Such g
Man, and only fuch, is likely to be a Blefl-
ing to a People.

Reflection 4. THE Sabje® now under Con-
fideration requires me to addrefs myfelf fo-
lemnly to you, Dear Sir, who are this Day
about to devote yourfelf to the Bervice of God,
in the facred Work of the Miniftry.

You have briefly heard in what Manner
you are to preach. You will eafily infer, Sir,
from what has been faid, what Diligence in
Reading 2ad Study is requifite, in order to

| the
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the faithful Difcharge of this folemn Truft.
You are to fearch the Word of God clofely ;
to compare fpiritual Things with Spiritual,
It requires very diligent Application to ftudy,
to obtuin an exteuflive Knowlcdge of. the

Mind of God revea'ed in his Word: And to |

find out the woft inftrutive, couvincing, aud
per{uafive Manuer of communicating it. The
Pieacher is to fearch out acceptable Words,
by which ke may petetrate the Hearts of his
Hearers.

You will reacily fee how much it concerns
you, to obtain a de¢p Senfe of {piritual Things
ia your own Soul. If you wou:d preach {piri-
tually, you maft be Spiritual. If you would

| f)reach in Demouftration of the Spirit and of

Power, you muft obtain the Prefence and Aid
of the holy Spirit. The more abundantly
you partzke of the Influences of the Spirir,
the more demonftrative and powerful will
your Preaching be. |

See to it, Dear Sir, that you maintain a

Savour of Religion in your daily Converfa- |

tion, B¢ thow an Exampls of the Behievers, in
Word, in Converfation, 1n Charity, in Spirit, in

Fanh, in Pyrity. 1 Tim, 4, 12. unlefs_you|

live the Religion you preach;.unlefs the Powa’
er of your Do&rines appzar inyour own Life,
your public Difcourfes are like to be treated
with Negle&.

- IN all your Preparations for the Pulpit, la-
bour

> ———
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bour to have the Sub;c& of your Study
brought home te your own Heart. Seek to
imbibe its Spirit. Be not contented to enter
the Houfe ot God, without being deeply im-
preffed with the Truths you are to deliver.
Picach to yoarfelf as well as others. Then
you will fpeak in Earncft, with'a natu-al an-
aff:&ed Fervency, lcis, indeed, an awful
Thing to {ee a Minifter of the (:ofpcl aim
meerly at a&ing a Part, and perfun:tis g feign-
ed Characters; or courtmg the Apnlauie of
his People. |
To animate and excite you to Faithfulnefs,
confider the Excellency of your Miniftry. 1t
is a Mitiftry of Reconciliation. Your Bufinefs
is to open up and difplay the Grace ani Mer-
cy of God; the Terms of Peace with him
‘to pray Sinners in Chrift’s Stead to be recons
c¢led to God. Tt isthe Miniftration of the
Spirit, in which you are to be empioyed.
Your Muifts y aims at the perfeting the San:s,
and the Edification of the Body of Ch riff. The fe.
are moft foleman Matters! to trifle about, cr
negleCt them is very ablurd, very awiul,
CoNsiDER the great Value and Impor-
tance of immortal Souls, who'e eternal In-
terefts are the great Objells of your Miniftry.
Each of them are of greater Worth than the
whole World. Nothing can counterballance
the Lofs ofa Seul. An infinite Price was paid
1 for its Ranfom., ' A Number of thete precior
Y F immor
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mortal Souls are now about to be committed
to your peculiar Charge. Behold this Con.
gregation! when you confider them as Can-
didates for Eternity, are they not an auguft
Aflembly ! If you are faithful, you will de-
liver your own boul. But if thcy perith thro’
your Negle€t, God will require their Blood
at your land.

SouLs converted by your Miniftry will
be your Joy and Crown of Rejoicing in the
Day of the Lord Jefus., They who turn many
10 Rigbteou/'ne/:, J.all fbine as Stars in the Fire
manmcut forcver and cver. Dan. 12, 3. How
blcifed ! to receive the joyful Sentence frem
the final Judge of all; well done good .1d fui1h-
Jul Servant, enter thest into the ]oy of thy Lord !
* THo' yca have to deal with wayward and
dead Souls, not cnly without Strength, but
oppofed to God, at Enmity with bhim; yet
it is Matter of Encouragement, that you have
the holy Spirit to depend upon for demon-
ftrating divine Truths to their Con{ciences,
and giving Power and Efficacy to your Mi-
niftraticns, His Energy will overcome all
Oppofition. Take Courag , and bear up a~
gainit all Defpondency. Zbe Weapon:. of your
Warfare fball bf ngbty thro’ God, tothe pulling
down of fircng Holds, and cafling down Imags-
nations, and every bng Thing that exalteth itfelf
agamﬂ the Knowledge of God, and bringing in-
‘o0 Captivity every Thought 1o the Obedscnce of

r;ﬂ
Reflect,





