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THE

Excluded BRF THREN vin=
dicated from Prmc1plc.s of

Anarchy
T is no new or unheard-of

" Thing, thatin a degenerate
decayed State of t! e vific

Power and foe of trye
Rehg:on is far gone, thofe wHo faith-
fully and diligently beftir themfclves
for the Reftoring and Promotmg it
thou’d meet mﬁa Oppofitions an
hard Ufage from' their profeffed Bre-
thren, fo as to be much interrupted
and hmdercd in their main Work,

by

ble Church, when thé '




- 4 The excluded Bretbren vindicated A
- by a neceflary Defence of themfelves
~againft the Mifreprefentations and in-
vidious Charges of fuch Brethren,
- 'The great King of the Church has
-~ givenusfuch plentiful Natice and Wars
- ning of this in his Word, that we
' need not be exceedingly furprized
. when we find it come to pafs, as if
| fome ftrange Thing had happened un-
'tous ; as you may fee in Cant, 1. 6,
-and 5. 7. Ifatab 66, 5. Luke 12, g1,
52, with many other Places, The
ticft Paflage of Scripture I have here
“refer’d to, as ‘well as the reft, is ex-
 geeding applicable unto, and expreffive
- of the prefent State of Things among
us ; in which the Church is repre-
‘fented complaining of a Number of
' Fellow-Profeflors in {uch Strains as
 thefe, my Mother’s Children were ang
awith me, they made me the Keeper of the
Vineyards ; and fo my own Vineyard I
| bave not kept. For my own Part I
had much rather be left free to attend
to the great and moft important
| Bufinefs
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" from the Principles of Anarchy. g

Bufinefs belonging to my facred
Calling, than be called off tg debate
with angry Brethren; and it is als
ways with Reluftance that I am this
Way enjyaged ; But yet, from fundry
Confiderations I am conftrained to it,
notwithitanding the little Time or Will
I have for it, |
As, no doubt, fome Account of the
'Tranfa¢tions and extrzordinary Events
cf this Day will defcend down to Pof-
terity, and  efpecially the glorious
Fower that has attended the Gofpel
of Chrift far and wide in our Day;
{c, the Memory of this great Work
~f Divine Grace wou’d be trapfmitted
down to the coming Generations un-
der very great Difadvantages, unlefs
the Prejudices laid againtt it by fuch
as have unhappily oppofed it, were ta-
ken out of the Way: Thercfore, to
remove the Grounds and Foundations
of thefe Prejudices, that they may not
lie againtt this Difplay of God’s Pow-
er and Grace, to tﬁc Hindring offthc
. 2 L0 U

- ne—




6 The excluded Brethren vindicated

Ufe and Advantage of it to after Ages,
i, I think, incumbent on thofe who
are true Friends to Chrift’s Intereft
among Men. They are calld, in
Duty to God, and Love to their Chil-
dren, thus to 'vindicate and defend his
'Work, and fo fo come and declare unto
a Peoplethat fhall be born, that be hath
done this ; Plal. 22. 31, and the fame
Argument holds in - refpect of diitant
Perts of the World in our own time ;

and in refpe¢ of thofe nearer the
Scene of this Work of Grace, who
y t may be impoled on by labour’d

Mifreprefentations, wrong Principles,
A.Ud‘ unreafonable Objettions.

Several have very fufficiently an-
fwer'd - the Objections rais’d againit
the Work itfelf: As Mr. Edwards in
New-Fingland, Mr. Dickinfon in New-
Jerfey, Mr. Finley in Penfylvania, Mr.
Rabe ‘and M. Webfer in Scotland,
and Mr Kennedy in Holland, in hxs
- Preface to the Narrative, with Attfta-

tions from Scotland, by him tranflated
mto

e
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Jirom the Principles of Anarchy.- 7
into the Dutch Tongue, with many
others; but then, there is moreover .
another Set of Obje&ions, which,
tho’ not directly and immediately.
made againft the Work itfelf, yet they
do prevail to the Prejudicing of many
againft it; and bring them to wholly
difefteem and reje@ it. And thefe
are, Objecions raifed againft fome
that are Inftruments and Promoters of
it. Thro’ the great Goodnefs of God,
the hearty Promoters of it are many,
in different and very- diftant Parts of
the World ; and doubtlefs there will
be a Plenty of Afperfions caft upon
them all, by fuch.as do not fali in
with the Work which they are endea-
vouring to carry on: But what I amy
only called to, and, ia':any tolerable
Degree, capable of in this Cafe, is the
Vindication of the Brethren here, who
were by fome of their Brethren both
unjuftly and illegally, caft out of
Communion of the: Synod, from the
Charges unjuitly laid againft them,

, And |
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8 Fb exchided Brethren vindicated
- And what is efpecially imcumbent ont
me this Way, is to free them from
what is laid to their Charge in Rela-
tion to external Government and Or-
der in the Churchb We have been re-
prefented by our Oppofites in fund
' %arts of thbe)iTr Writin}g;? and cfpccialz
1y by Mr. Thimpfon in his Piece entis
tuledThe Government of the Church
“of Chrif}; as very mifchievous Inftru-
‘ments in the Church, maintaining
Principles of mere Anarchy, Confu-
fion and Diforder in all ecclefiaftical
Affairs, But I hope it will appear
¢re all be done; that there is a proper
‘Medium between Tyranny and Anar<
chy ; between unjuf{ ppreflion and
lawlefs Confufient And that we have
only rejected the one without infers
ring the other of thefe Extreams.
Altho’ the general Title of Mr. Tbom-
Jon’s Performance is, The Government
of the Chuych; yet he firft proceeds
upon cther Matters, and that for a-
bove the third Part of his Book, ens

deavouring

ol




. from Priuciples of Anarchy. ¢
deavouring 1o confute two Papers that
were brought into the Synod, the one
by Mr. Gilberé Temnent; and the o-
ther by mg, in the Year 1740, from
which Papers Mr. 7-----2# endeavours
to conviét us of the moft wicked and
horrid. rafh judging of our B‘rcthrcn.;
He begins firft with Mr. Tennent’s
Paper, tho’ it was given in laft; and
when he has. difmifs’d. both thefe,
then, on the Subjet of Church Go-
vernment, he proceeds to fpeak to the
Apology, which was given intc the
Synod by the Prefbytery of New-
Brunfwick, the Year before the two
Papers (viz., 1739.) fo that Mr:
T-----n’s ‘method is entirely Retros
grade. Howgver, as he was at Liberty
to choofe his own Method, fo am I
to choofe Mine. o :

I thall then, according to the due
order of Things in the firft Place, con-
fides what ke laysto our Charge on the
Head of Church Government, and the
Authority of Ecclefiattical Judicatures ;

"~ B and

PR,

o o il




to The excluded Brethren vindicated

and then offer what is needful in Rew
lation to the two Papers abve-mens
tion’d : But I would have it obferved
here, that I think it no Way neceflary
to enter into a particular Examination
of this whole Piece of Mr, Teeeuent’s;
to confider what is right and what i
wrong in every Part, of it. ‘This I
~believe, wou’d be neither worth the
Reader’s Pains or mine. What 1
chiefly defign is to clear my felf and
Brethren from Mr, T--<--a’s Mifre-
prefentations of us, and unjuft Charges
againit us. If this be done, I have my
proximate End in this Undertaking.

- To proceed then as propofed ¢ let
it be feen what it is that Nﬁ'o y )
charges us with in the Matter of Go-
vernment. ¢ Why it is the utter deny-
ing and rejecting entirely any Au-
thority in Church Judicatures what-
foever. He char?s us over and over
again, with holding that the Judi-
catures of the Church, having no man-
ner of governing Authority lci or more,

and
i
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and he pretends to find this in the fore-
mentioned .Apology. O amazing !
This would be to make the vifible
Church and Family of Chrift ¢n Earth,
a ftrange fort of a Jawlefs Crowd in-
deed ; deftitute of all Government and
Authority as a Church far their Res
gulation; fo that every one might dq
juft what he pleafed without Controul.. .
Such a Company as this would be more.
like a confufed Mob than the Church
and Kingdom of our glorious Medjatory
and yet, of fuch amonftrous Principle
does Mr, T-----# plainly accufe us, " as
neceflarily infers all this, when he af-
ferts we deny all Authority of Govern-
ment to Church Judicatures ; For hg
does not feem once to charge us with
hoiding the congregationai Plug, -or,
that Government is to be-exgrcifed by
the Church any other Way than in
her . Reprefentative Judicatyres; and
therefore if we deny all Apthority : of
Gavernment to thefe, we mailig:ﬂly
deny it-to the Church altogether,
L B2 That

Mo . -




12 The excluded Brethren vindicated

" That Mr. §------n, ‘charges this
upon us, ‘none can be ignorant of that
read his Book in Pag. 5. he fays, it 13
ploin and w:dent that, tn our judg-
ment, Pre:/bvterzes and Synods when re-
gu’arly conftituted, bave no Authority
~at all, elther over their Members on
| People In Pag. 51. (where he' be-
_gins to proceed on the Subje& of Go-
“vernment, which he fiys is the fecond
Ground of Difference between them
and us) he fays, that our Fudement
‘or Principles "in Relatisn to Chureh
Government, are quite different, and
Oppsfite unto the Principles of CI!.‘rcb
Government contained in our Cireflory.
Pag. 5. he fayc 1t 1: certainly ounr
??udgmmt that there is no Authority,
but only * Advice belonging to a Pref-
Wtery. Pag. 56, 57, fays he, * But
* the plaiti and genuine Dcﬁgn of all
" thefe Affertions, as in-all this Apo-
: logy is to overthrow all :Authority,
@ and cdft out all Order and ‘Govern-
“« mefit-out'of-the Church, *¢ Thefe

e - - - (| are

-




" from Principles of Anarchy. 13
¢ are the Men, fays he, who profefs
¢ {o much Zeal for Chrift’s Kinzdom,
¢ and yet are, by one bold Stroke, at-
 tempting to ftrike the Crown from
“ his Head, by divefting his Officers
“ and Courts of all governing Au-
« thority.” In many ether Places he
afferts the fame thing ; but it may
fuffice to refer to thefe.

Now, I think Mr, T-----n, or any
Man elfe, my eafily find a Frctty deal
of governing Authority allowed ta
the Officers and Courts of Jefus Chrift
in the Apology. Does it not plainly
eno:gh affert a Government appointed
by Chrift in his Church, and particular
Officers for the Execution of it ? fee
Apol. Pag. 5o, 51.as now publithed,
where the Words are, $¢ according to
‘“ the Prefbyterian Conftitution, we
conceive that all the Minifters of
the Gofpel are equal one with an-
other in all the Parts of the Paftoral
5¢ Office, fo that none have any pecu-
$* liar Poveers or - Privileges beyond
o ‘“ others:

[ 3
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s¢ others:  And that particular Pref--
*“ byteries, confiting of fuch a:
“ number of Minifters, more or lefs,

‘¢ with the  Elders of their fevcral
‘“ Congregations, as can conveniently
‘“ meet tozether fo often as Occafion
"¢ may require, have fu)l and compleat
¢ Power for ordering all the Affairs
5¢ of the Church within thejr Bounds.
$%.In a Word, they have Power to
¢ execute all the Parts of Go'vemment
¢ which Chrift has appeinted in his
¢ Church, (which b the Way, is not
A mconﬁﬂent with tKe}t Liablenefs to
#¢ be brought to Account by Synods,

¢ or larger Affemblies confifting of
£ Prc{bytcrles either for Errors in
*¢ Do&rine or wrong Conduct in Prac-
*¢ tice) and confequently, they have
< the whole Mapagement of the Ad-
¢ miffion of Perfons to the Preaching
i« ofithe Gofpel,” Indeed, a great Part
of the Apology goes on this very

Ground, as a Poftulatum, v:z. . That
Chrift has apppmtc«} a Government;

and
-




- from-Brinciples of Anarety. 1§
and Officers for the: Admmmiftration of
it in his Church; the Apology was only
defigned to oppofe the Exorbitancy of
Church Power, ot Church Officers
clhiming and exercifing farther and
higher Authority than the great King
and Law-giver Jefus Chrift allowec
them. B o
" And in particular, - does not the
Apology 'fay, that Prefbyteries have
Power from: Chrift to ordain Men tb
the Office-and Charge of the Gofpel
Miniftry, Pag. 487 and is that nd
Authority 7 or belorigs it not to the Go-
vernment of the Church? does not
the Apology fay, ¢that the Lord has
¢ authorifed: the Stewards of his Houfe
to cenfure the Violators of his
Laws ? ‘that the Lord Jefus has given
Power and Authority to the Guides
of his ‘Church to deny Church Com-
munion unto, and to caft out of Com-
munion fuch as by plain Scripture
Direions are difqualified for it?
and, to infli¢t fach Cenfures upon
‘ - irregular

PA & A & ” A & =&




16 The excluded Brethren vindicated T
- ¢ irregular Church Members as he in
¢ his Word makes due to fuch Of-
¢ fences.as they are guilty of? and,
¢ that God in his Word has given par-
¢ ticular obvions DireGion in fundry
~ ¢ Cafes that may come under the Cog+
- ¢ njzance of Church Judicatures, which
¢ divine DireCtion they are exactly to
¢ follow, and refolutely to adhere
¢ to? 7. e comply or diffent who will.’
Pag. 66, 67. Andis all this.no Autho=
thority ! or is it po Part of Church
Government ? It is truly amazing how
Men can fo grofsly out-face plin
" ‘Truth, and affert palpable Falthoods |
Is it not, after all this, aftopifhing, that

 Mr, T--:=-n thould lay his Charge {o
- high, I R
“And now I fhall proceed ‘to fhew
~ the Weaknefs of the Grounds of his
Charge, by giving a juft View of
thofe Paflages of the Apology which
he grounds it upon; and tothjs Purpofe
it will be nccé(?ar to feeand confider,
‘what that Strain of Authority in Church
Judicatures

|




#om Principles of Anarchy, 1%
Judicaturesis, which the Brethrenwho
prefented that Apology do reject; and
reafor againft in-it. And this is laid
down about the middle of the Apo«
logy, in Page 53. (as the Pages are
pumbred; alias’ Page 15) The pre-
cceding Part of it is taken up in laya
ing down our Reafons againft two
A&s of the Synod; made the Year
before; which we diffented from,
This Part of the Apology Mr, Te:se
meddles not with: And as we judged
that thofe A&s were both without
any Foundation in, and contrary to
Scripture § fo, we apprehended that
our Brethren were, notwithftanding,
impofing them on us; and requiring
our abfolute Obedience to them, from
their own fole Authority,. Whencé
we judged that they were claiming &
proper Legiflative; or Law-Making
Authority ; not only an Authority i
‘ execute the Laws of Chrift, or to ex-
plin and apply them to particular
occurring Ca—fesc; but, properly ta

L,. make |




18 The excluled Brethren vindicated
make Laws of their own, in Addition
to.the Laws of Chrift, which might |
alfo fometimes happen to be contrary
to his Laws, as it was with fome of
the Conftitutions of the fews when
they took the fame Work in Hand,
Math. 15, 3, 4, §, 6. Hence then
we judged it proper and needful to
oppofe, and argue againft fuch an ex-
- travagant Claim of Power; and this
- only 13 the Authority which we have
difclaimed and denyed to belong to
Church Judicatures, and it is laid
down and ftated in the Page laft above-
mentioned, thus: * We humbly con-
- ¢ ceive that the aforefaid A¢ts in their
' ¢¢ prefent Form, are founded upon a
¢ falfe Hypothefisor Suppofition, name-
¢ Jy, that a Majority of Synods, or other
¢¢ Church Judicatures, ﬂavc a Power
¢¢ committed to them from Chrift, to
* make new Rules, Acts, .or Canons
“ about religious Matters, on this
¢ Ground or Foundation, viz, That

¢ they judge them either to be not
againft




Srom Principles of Anarchy. 19
‘“ againft, or agreeable to the general
‘“ Dire¢tions of the Word of God, and
‘“ ferviceable to Religion ; which fhall
‘““ be binding upon thofe that cornfci-
entioufly diflent therefrom, under
certain Penalties which are to be
“ inflited even upon thofe whe
‘““ judge the Als they enforce to be
contrary to the Mind of Chrift,
and prejudicial to the Interefts of his
Kingdom. Thisis, in brief, a le-
giflative or Law-making Power in
religious Matters ; and this we do
“ utterly difclaim and renounce.”
And then farther down in the fame
Page, we thew what we underftand by
new Rules, Aéls, or Canons about re-
ligious Matters, viz. fuch as God has
not appointed in his Word, either as
to their Matter, or Penalty, that is,
when either any thing is rcquired crc
forbidden, which God has not requi-
red nor forbidden, or, when any new
Penalty or Cenfure is annexcd to -his
Laws which he has not annexed.. Here
Ca then

[}

¢

[ 3

~

[

¢

[ )

[ 3

¢

”

¢

[ ]

¢

[ )

h-. .




—

zo The excludéd Bretbre;z vindicated

then you fe the true State of the Cafe,
Here is ftated and lzid down that parti= |
cularkindcrdegree of Church Authority
which only is cppofed in the Apology..
And confequently, in all Right and
uftice, the whole of it is to be under-
ood according to this State of the
‘Matter. Thatwhich the Apology oppo-
fes then, you fee is juft this, <z,
Power ar Authority in Church Judi~
catures to make Rules, Aé&s, or Can-
ons which they can anly pretend, at
moft, are not contrary to or forbidden
in any Place of Scripture; but are a-
greeable to its general Directions, and
- good Expedients for the fccuring, or
promoting fome good Purpofes in the
Church; and to impofe them as ob-
ligatory Laws an fuch of their Mem-
bers or Communion gas judge them: to
be finful, contrary to Scripture, and
prejudicial to the true Intereft of the
Church, fo as that they cannot obferve.
them with a fafe Confcience. And
paw, what is there in this that need be
| fo




from Principles of Anarchy, 23
fo very difpleafing to fober Church
Rulers, that are contented with their
due Sphere of Stewards and Servants in
God’s Houfe ; and not fetting up for
Lords or Mafters, for arbitrary defpo-.
tick Government, upon the abfurd ty«
ranical Maxim of, fic volo, fic jubeo,
Siet pro Ratione voluntas? Is this to
deny all Government and Authority

in the Church? Is it to take the
Crown off Chrift’s Head, and diveft
his Officers and Courts of all govern-
ing Authority? O ftrange! Is there
no Authority befides abfolute and un-
limited ? or that which is very near it?
- Or, isitto deny all Authority in
Church Judicatures that fhall be o-
bliging or binding on their diffenting
Members, or fuch as are Negatives in
their Votes .in any Cafes? This Mr,
T----n very often charges us with,
but very unjuftly. Are there no c-
ther Cafes in which there may be Dif-
fentients, or Negatives, but the Cafe
above defcribed ! There are two gence
ral




92 The excluded Brethren vindicated
ral Cafes efpecially, wherein, we
frecly grant, Church Judicatures muft
require, and infift upon Submifion
and Obedicnce from all their Mem-
bers; whether they Affent or Dif-
fent; whether they be Negatives, of
- Approbatives, or Non-lig-ets, in the
making of the A&s or Rules; oy
Pain of fuch Cenfures as appear from
Scripture to be due to their Difobedi-
ence, according to the various Inftan-
ces of it, or Cafes wherein it may be:
Firft, when the Judicature does judge,
that that very Particular which they
determine, appoint, or forbid, is itfelf
Farticularly declared, appointed, or
 forbiddenn by God in Holy Scripture ;
. whether the Point be determin’d in
Scripture in fo many exprefs Words,
- or by plain Confequence, it is the fame
Thing; if the Judicature be perfuad-
~ed thatit Is, In particular, there re-
veal'd and determin’d, they are to
“adhere te it, and enjoyn it ; whether it
be a Point of Do&rine er Prattice.

’ As




' from Principles of Anarchy. 23
As for Inftance, if a Church Judica~
ture do determine from the Light of
God’s Word, as they (rightly) judge,
that there is not an infallible certain
Connexion between the. beft Endea-
vours of Natural Men, and their ob-
taining of the Saving Grace of God ;
Or, if they order in the fame Manner,
that the Sabiath Day be obferved, i
abftaining from all  unneceflary -
worldly Labour : Or, that every Fa-
mily fhall jointly worfhip God toge-
ther every Day: Thefe things they
are inviolably to adhere to; and duly
to cenfure the Contraveners;- fecing
they are perfuaded they have the Au-
thority of God for them in particular, -
in his Word : yea, even tho’ the Con-
traveners thou’d oppofe them out of
Confcience ; becaufe, not their Con-
fcience, but God’s Word is to be a
Rule to the Judicature. Upon this
Ground it is, that Churches require
Subfcriptions, or Declarations to Ar«
ticles of Faith; and agree upon Tefts of
.&g&hodoxy R

d
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“ Orthodoxy, as Terms of Church Com-
munion, Chriftian, or Minifterial. All
this is, not only nothing againft the
Principle before laid down from the
Apology, but; plainly enough contain’d
and affirmed in that -Paper. As,
Wwhen it fays; that Chorch Judicas
tures have Authority to infli Cen<
Mures upon irregular Churchsmem-~
bers, the Violators of Chnift’s Laws
to keep, and caft out of Communion,
fuch as, by the Diretions of Scrip=
ture; are difqualify’d for it; and, td
ufe farther Authority than only
Counfel or Advice, i1n fuch Cafes
“Wherein God has given particular
- obvious Direction in his Word. The
 other general’ Cafe wherein Submif=
“fion and Obedience is neceffary to be
given to Church-Judicatures, and re=
“quir'd by them, even of Diflentients
~and Negatives, is when in Matters of
Human Prudence and- Expediency,
they can fubmit without Confcience of
Sin in fo doing. 'When the 'Majo?ty

SR o
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of a- Judicature judge a -particulie:
Thia'g,};r Rule, m‘:lcg; good prudeger
tial Expedidny, . in . prefent . Cuume:
ftarioes, te anfwer the Defign of. fome:
enctal Diretion or Injundtionof Ged's:
%ford; the' " the :Minotity, -or lefes’
" Wumber, judge it mot o ; yat, they -
are in Duty and Confoience boynd fo
fabmit and obey, unlefi they jdge
the Thing or Rule, tobe.sontrary 1
God’s Word, and fo, that iit is fine
ful- for-them 0 obey it. . There may
be numbers :of #things which tha
Members of &’ Jadicature: may diffed
i ‘theit ‘Sentithents -aboat, :a..majar:
Part may judge them expodient, and.
i thiner ‘Part-may judge them incme.
pedicnt, and yet.not judge it to be:pofia
tively finful for them, in thofe Qircum<
frances, to fubmit to them, And
that ‘Man wou'd be-very unwarthy of
the Communion and Privileges of 8,
Religious:Seciety, wio weuld refufe
Submiffion to its :judicial . Agreements’
on any other.Scose thani that of (Can«

D fience; !
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feience§ ‘who -wou’d - not " fubmit;-
meerly. out of Humaqut, ;becaufe: he‘
had.not his cwa Will. . So long as;
Men . are : in. this 1mperfc& fal}ible;
‘State, : fubjeét to fuch. Duverfity of
g:igments I do noti:fee how the
Peace .and: Order of Churches can:
fubfift, unlefs the minor Part be fub-
je&i 1o the )udncul Determinations of
‘the Mujor in alt Cafes wherein they
_can be fubje@. without Sin. It isun-
“doubtedly’ the Duty of the Judicatures
' of Chrift, to ufe thcu' ;Prudence . and
Bire&ion :in-judging : what may- be
“moft.for:the Good: of the Churcg aGe
oording to God’s Word, .in'all occur-
‘mg Cafes and Circumftances: And it
|3s.a ‘neceflary part of .our Qrdination-
'Vows, to-beifubject to our Brethren
4h t.hc Lord ; that is, fo far as we can
-without Sin.: ‘And fo we heartily a-
.gree, with' our Confeflion of Faxth
Chap. 3 1. Sett. 3. That *“ It belongeth
“ to Synods and Councnls to fet down
¢ Rules and Dire¢tions for the better
oo . ordering . _«




_f3om Principles of Aiarchy. = 29
¢ orderinz - of -the Publick Worthip-
% of God, and Government of his
¢ Church, to receive . Complainis in
% Cufes of Mzl-Adminiftration, and
 authoritativelytodeterminethe fames
‘ YWhich Dccrees and Determinati=
“ ons, if confonant to the Word of |
¢ God, are to be receiv’d with Re-
s« verence and Submiffion ; not only
“ for their Agreement with the
“ Word, but alfo for the Power
¢ whereby they are made, as being an
““ Ordinance of God, appointedl”
4¢ thereunto in his Word,”  All dhis
then we frecly allow, and there is no=
thing in the Apology, fo far as 1 can
difcern, that can be produced, accord-
ing to the fair Rules of Interpretati~ -
on, contrary hereto : For, obferve a-.
gain, the Point deny’d is this, wviz.
‘that Church Judicatures have a Law-
“ful Power of opprefling the Confci-
“ences of their Members; by impofing
any thing upon them on Fain of Cen-
fure and” Non-Communion, whith

. '. LI 3
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w'jﬁdgd finfuf, sad canaet in Con-
Flance comply with ;. when the Ma-
&:yat the meat Time, are not in |
‘Benfricace bound, by the Authgrity
-of God déclaring oF ofgaining  that
wery Thing int. his Ward: And Aure
this i very different from the forego-
‘mi gowerad Cafer  Sach a Power as

# n, 1 thisk, ..pmﬁrlyr a Legiflative
‘Fower in Religious Matters & For, the

hingt eoipin'd afe not pretended o
e prirticularly eajein’d by God m the
‘Borigture ; bt only devis'd @ good
Hid teful Expedicnts for the Time,
-fuppéfed 4o be agrecable, or not cop-
‘trary to Sceipfure s certainly: then, the

n.lxoﬁng of ﬁlCh thmgs A9 thefe in
 foch a Manner, abfolutcly ne-

ecffary to -be obey'd by sll our
§derpbars, . b8 an  abfoluely ne-
ceflary Termoof their Menberthip
—atd Oominunaoh with us, when therr
- Ghadcidnoed wil. pot fuffer them to
-otdy, and tnjoy. Membesthip ‘an fuch
drams, is a making of Laws in_the
Chuixh to a Degree. To cenfure,

——
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punith apc caft: Perfons out: of the
Communion and Privileges of the
Church by any other Laws.than thofe
of Jefus Chrift, is nat th's to affums
his proper Prerogative and along
Power of giving Laws to his Church?
If thisis not Legiflation, or Lawe
Making in the Church of Ged, 1 de
defire to be informed. what it can be,
For, will ever any own, that the
AQ&s which they make of this Tenoun,

are contrary to the Will of God? And

I can’t poffibly fee .that they are the
more really Laws for being enfarced
with temporal Penalties. The Con~
fhtutions of Chrift in his Church are
confefledly Laws, in -a moft proper
Senfe, and yet their Penalties are nat
of a temporal aad civil, but of a {pirie
tual and ecclefiaftical Nature, Now,
Mr. T+e---n ackoowledges ( Page oy,
of his Baok, and ellewhere) that the
Arguments in the Apology are valid
and conclufive againft a truly Legifls
tive Power in éxg.Ch.urch, and pros
fefles to difclaim it, as well as we,

And
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And fince thofe Arguments were
only ‘advanced againft a truly
Legiflative Power, which was fint
- particularly ftated and defcribéd, as
we have feen; by what Authority
then doss he apply them otherwife?
as if level’d againft all Church Au-
thority? Is this Fair-Dealing, Friends ?
- But I'm forry I can’t find M.
T---—-n fo clear of this Legiflative
Claiim as he wou'd ap to be:
- For, if I rightly take him up, he
maintains that Church Judicatures
~ havé a Right and Authority to enjoin
. what{oever they think proper and ex-
pedient, on all their Members, to be
obeyed on pain of Exclufion. This
Principle, in this univerfal Latitude,
T can’t but look upon to be both 2
‘Tyrannical and a Church-dividing
Principle. That Mr, T-----n holds it
-appears to me from feveral Plazes of
-his Book, Page 63. 64. He fays, - ¢ K

T any ‘Members of the Judicatory do
«¢ think that the Judicatory is mifta-
§ A N .. €6 kcn.

el
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¢ ken in their Judgment, . yet it’s
¢ their Duty in that Cafe to fubmit to
¢ {uch Determinations or Rules, if
* what is enjoin’d be not finful in it~
“ felf, or by virtuc of fome divine
* Command antecedent to fuch De-
“ termination ; onlv, fuch diffenting
““ Party may and ought, in a decent
“ and becoming Manner, to remons
¢ ftrate their Grievance, and en-
“ deavour to convince the Judicature
“ of their Miftake, in order to:get it

retify’d, and the Grievance re-
mov’d ; which, if they can do, it’s
well ; but if not, yet they ought
to fubmit, if they may without
finning againft Light and Confci-
“ ence.” Inall this T heartily agree
with Mr, T----i: But then he adds,
“ or elfe a Separation muft of courfe
“ enfuc.” Now if by this he means,
that a Sepuration mutt of courfc.enfue,
if all the Members of a Church Judi-
cature cannot without Sinning againft
Light and Confcience, fubmit te
N - - whatfoever

[ )
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Qv‘haﬁfoevcr the Mgjority intallCafes
shay jodge fit and X dqem thon it
infecs ‘vae wery Le rirorple
above defbnbed And f(hat this is 11(3
 Meaning and Principle appeass. far-
~ther from what-he next adds, 012,
- % Bat if'the Matter e unlawful its
- ¥ better to-obey God than Map y i ¢.
~“.jts beteer. to - feparate 'then - Sn.”
_ In thefe:Wiards, confidering ¢hem in
gxexr igeonnexxon with what went . be-
ore feemd phainly to fionify, ¥hat
Chui'eh judmt%ré?y e ﬁgtalg upoh
- them' Authority to: enjoin - whatfeever
things they thirk eLaw*ﬁxl and: Ufeful,
"upon:fichof their Membersas even
' rightly think them enlewful, onpain
of Separatxen and 'being caft' out of
' Communion. For; ditho’ Mr, Ts---%
exprefies the Matter fofily and een-
derly, ithat:the whole Porce of it may
“gotbe tfeadily obferv'd, as, thatithe
Part: who can’t- in Cenic&cnce comply
had better feparate; yet it's plin,
Qhat if they -don' c fee  Caufe

them-

el
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themfelves to withdraw and feparate,
according to this Principle; it comeés
to this at laft, that they muft be qu-
thoritatively caft ont. And it’s phinly
enoagh imply’d in the Words; that
in fuch a Cufe they fhall net be 4l
lcwed the Priviiege of Commuusion
unlefs they Sin for it; 1. e. go come
trary to theit Confcience, even in a
Matter enjoin’d which is finful by the
Command of God. 8urelythe Allowin
fach a high Strain of Authority an
Power to fallible imperfs@ Creatures,
lays an awful Foundation for the roft
dreadful Cerrup’t’i-ng of the Churely,
According: to' this Poétrine, we muft
either all have always the fame Judgs
ment about the Lawfulniefs and Und
lawfulnefs of things, or we muft have
very pliable Confciences, and tamely
fuffer the Church t6 be corrupted
with our Eyes open, or clfe the
Chuorch muft be rent and torn irto
no Body krnows how many Crumbs
and Pieces, ’Tis very frue indeed,

E 1t’s

L!' e ——
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it’s bettzr to feparate than fin; But
pray, whar necelfity is there for either?
I'm fatisfy’d Chriit has not made this
Necefliiy, by any of his Conftitutions
in his Church, tho’ Church Judica-
tures may caﬁ]y do it, by going be-
yond their due Sphere, and afluming
upon his Prerogative. In Page 72
Mr. T----n czlls Non- commumon,
with all that follows upon it, with-
out any Reftriction, the unavoidable
inconvenient Confequences of a Per-
fon’s differing in Judgment from o-
thers ; this is exprefs and home to the
Point. As the Reader has feen al-
ready, we allow Church Judicatures
are to agree upon, and determine
fuch Things as they j.dge God has
particularly determin’d in his Word,
according as they judge he has there
determin’d them ; and to enjoin thefe
Determinations on all their Members,
under fuch Cenfures and Penalties as
they judge to be due by God’s Word
to the Breach of them: Which in

many
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Cafes that might be inftanced

in, can be ro lefs than Exclufion from
their Communion; and, in fundry
Cafes, mi ght be at thormnv; FExcom-
communication from the Chriliiun
Church. And moreover, there are
Multitudes of occurring Cufes where-
in particular Scnptue decifion can’t
be pretended, wherein notwith-
ftanding, the Minority who dif-
ent muﬁ {fubmit to the Deterniina- .
tion of the Mujority. As, if the
Mujority of a Prefbytery md*e of a
Cindidate on Trials, that he is not
fuitably qualifi'd for the Miniftry, .
and a Minority judge thut he is; or,
+ if the Majority judge he is, and the
Minority that he isnot. Or, 1ifina

~ Cafe of Scandal, the Ma}oruv think
fuch a part 1cul¢1r Degree of Cenfure
and-. S;tisfzction neccﬂ\rv and the
Mmontv think lefs to be ﬁlf'HUCN or
more to be ncceffary.  Such as thefc
arc Cafes that muft be decided one
Way or other; and when all the

S Meinbers
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Members of the Judicatuse can’t agree
in the fame Judgment, then in all
Reafon, the Judgment of the greater

™

Number muft be decifive; other-

wife the Cafe cannot he decided.
Without the Submifion of the
diffenting Minority in fuch Cafes, the
- Affairs of the Church con'd nat be
carry’d on.  And, as to publick pru-
dential Rules, agreed to gy the Ma-

jority, they are to be fubmitted to, if
confonant to the Word of God; if

they are not contrary to Scripture,
"And the minor Part are, furely, to
‘judge for themfelves whether they are
foor not. Thus far, I fuppofe, there
'is no Debate between us: But then,
that univerfal uplimited Authority
which Mr. T-----u {cems to contend
for, is, 1 think, an extravagant Claim,
under the Pretext of lawful, confo-
nant and agreeable to Scripture, and
very ufeful ; unlawful and finful
"Things may readily be introduced and
cnacted.  All this has been faid for
Image
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Image Worthip, Sizn of the Crofs in.
Baptif, ftated Liturgies, {5c. by the
Impofers of them. For Church Ju-
dicatures to claim, and exercife a
Power ofenjoyning what{oever Things
they may judge ufeful and expedient,
not contrary to Scripture, upon fuch
Members as judge them to be finful
and very prejudicil to Religion, fo
as that they muft either comply, or
be fufpended, depofed, or caft out of
Communion and Memberfhip, to me
appears an unwarrantably high Strain
of Authority, fuch as 1 cannot think
the Lord Jefus ever put into the
Hands of fallible imperfe@ Creatures
who are liable to fo many Mittakes .
and Prejudices.  If it be faid in Dz-
fence of this Power, that it is no more
than the comumon Right of all Societys,
every Society join’d together in a mo-
ral political Union, having a Right to
agree upon what they judge moft con-
ducive to their Advantage, and to re-
quire their Agrcements and Conftitutie

ons
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ons to be comply’d with by all their
Members, on pain of forfeiting the
Prlvxleges of Memb\,rﬂnp with them.
¥ anfwer, that there isa great Diffe-
rence bctwecn the Church of Chrift
and merely civil fecular Societies ; as
to the Extent and Right of fuch
a Power, Civil  Societies and
Corporatlons as fuch, are only con-

zrned about their tempora.i Intercﬁs
and Advantages ; and voluntarily in-
corpomte themfelves only for thofe
Purpofes ; and fo may make what-
{rever Conttitutions and Agreements
for themfelves they pleafe in thefe
l?él arters, not contradicting the Laws of
iGod, or Publick Laws of the State :
And they may make all thefe Agree-
ments Terms of Union and Member-
fhip ; for there is no fuperior Law to
the contrary ; and their Orders and
Azreements don’t affect thc Conf{ci-~
ences of their Members; noris it
matter of Confcience wnth thcm whe-
gher to continue Members or not

but
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ut any one may be Member or not as
he pleafes: And, if he had rather be
none of the Society than be a Mem+
ber on their Terms, it is becanfe he
apprehends it moft for his temporal
Intereft or Conveniency : But the
Judicatures ot the Church are folely
Religious Societies ; their Concern and
B..finefs is only about the {piritual In-
terefts of Men, all their Affairs re-
late to matters of Religion and Con-
fcience ; and the Renting and Break-
ing the Union of the Church 1s in
itfelf a weighty Matter of Confcience,
wherein Confcience 15 decply concere
ned, and of very {ad Confequences to
the higheft Intereft in all the World ;
wo to himn by whom that Offence
cometh. And therefore, on all thefe
Accounts, the Lord Jefus, who is
King and Head of the Church, docs
not ullow fuch an arbitrary Liberty
to the Judicatures thereof, to muke
Terms and Conditions of Union and
Memberfhip, as other Societies have,

The
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The confefs’d approven Right of fe-
cular Societies to exclude from their
Memberthip fuch as do not comply
with what they agree upon, and con-
ftitute asa neceffary FTerm of Member-
fhip, may, I grant, be advanced as a
pft Defence of Church Judicatures
excluding Perfons from their Mems-
berthip and Communion upon the
Laws and Conftitutions of Jefus
Chrift : But can never juftify their
fixing as neceffiry Ferms, whatlocver
they may judse ferviceable and expe-
~ dient, when fome of their Members
~ believe them to be finful, and can’t
comply with them. K may, per-
haps, be farther urged in Defence of
this high Strain of Autherity, that
the rmyor Part of a Judicature are
Confcience-bound to ehaét as Terms
of Communion, and to adhere to
whatfoever they judge ufeful and ex-
pedient, as well as the minor Part
may be Confeience bound not to fub~
mit to them, To this it is fufficient

: at

e
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at prefent juft to anfwer in brief,
that there 15 juft as much Reafon
why the minor Part fhou’d E= al-
ways bound in Con{cience not to fub-
mit to any Thing they judge inexpe-
dient, as why the major Part fhou’d
be always bound in Confcience to en-
joyn whut they judge to be expedient;
So that if the Argument here be juft,
then it will follow, that Church Judi-
catures muft {plit and feparate o often
as ever they differ in Judgment about
any Thing; which wou’d be a
Church-diftradting and renting Prin-
ciple indced with a Witnefs, It’s
granted, Confcience will bind them
to cnjc;yn whatfoever they find, in a<
% Cafe, to be enjoyn’d by God in his

ord : And, it will alfo bind to en<
join whatfoever ¢lfe they judge, in a-
ny particular Circumftances, to be

. moft for the Intcreft of Religion, a-
greeable to the Word ; except when
they find that their other Members
have a quite different Judgment of

- - 'F what
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wh.t hoy judge fo ufeful and agreeas
bic to Scripture, judging it to be a<
ginft Scripture, and hurtful to Reliz
gion,; foas they can’t fubmit to it ;
then, \n fuch a Cafe, Confcience
ought not to bind to the enjoining of
it, tho’ otherwife it might; and that,
Becaufe Chrift has not given fo lirge
Authority to Church Judicatures 1n
fuch Muatters, to impofe on the Con-
fciences of their Biethren, «nd force
to a Separation and Rent in the
Church, | |

~ Cun 1t be pretended with any Face
of Reafori, that out’ dénying fuch an
- Authortty as this to belon : to Church
. Judicatores, renders us mncap.ble to be

fembers of them ? as Mr. Ts---<-n,

and his Brethren wou'd fuggeft we are,
Becaufe of dur Principles ubout Church
Govetnment, WHy more incapable
thaty themfelves, when we grant Sub-
riffion due in all Cafe$ wherein it can
be given without ﬁ’r_ini_‘lg againft Light
# Conftisiced willanyi tbc'mfcl::s fay
| ) that

A
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ghat they wau’d yicld Subumiffion any
farther ? |

I have now given a jult View of the
Scope and Dciign of the Apolagy,
ard thewn what Au:ho:jty i Ecclee
fiaftical Judicatures that is which it
oppofes, which fufficiently fhews the
Injuttice of Mr, T---n"s Chur.ze aguintt
us, in acculing us of denying all Au-
thority of Government in the Church
and will eafily difcover the Weuknefs
of his Grounds for fuch an Allegation,
For the Grounds of it he tak s foine
Paffiges in Puge 67. of the Apology,
where, concerning Preibyteries it isfad,
‘ they have likewife Liberty to agiee,
‘“ and conclude among themfclves
upon fuch things as appear to them
to h:vea good Tendencyto the Ad-
vancing of Relizion, andare founded
‘“ upon, or avr uble 1o the Woid of
‘““ Ged, and fo engage themfcives vo-
#¢ luntarily to the Obfervance of thefe
‘“ things, provided that they do not
#¢ encroach upon the jult LiBertivs of

Fa2 =~ ‘“the
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¢¢ the People under their Charge, nor
¢ R/xictcnd to bind their diffenting
¢ Members to obferve their Agrec-
¢ ments, who may have a different
¢ View and Apprehenfion of them.™
To encroach upon the juft Liberties of
the Chriftian People, is to cnjoin upon
themn Ruiesand Agreements of our own
making and devifing, as neccflury
Laws, which they muiteither comply
with, tho’ they may not be able to do
it with a fafe Confcience towards
God, or elfe be deny'd the Enjoyment
of the Ordinances and Privileges of
God’s Houfe with us; and fure, ’tis
needful to provide againft fuch an
Encroachment : And, the different
Apprehenfion of diffenting Members
of Prefbyteries, concerning Things
which the other Members' judge pru-
dential and expedient, which is Eerq
mentioned, is to be anderftood accor-
ding to the Foregoing 8tate of the Cafe,
of an Appichenfion fo diffcrent as is
dire@®ly . cohtrary 7.¢, of an Apprc-

‘ o - Prehcnﬁqu
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henfion of thofe Things, as finful, and
contrary to God’s Word, which their
other Brethren apprehend to be agree-
able thereto, and ufeful. It is farther
faid in the fume Page, that Synods
are to take into Confideratjon Matters
that are brought before them by Way
of Appeal ar Reference from Particula.;
Prefbyterics, and fhould give their
beft Advice in thofe Cafes ; but thould
not procecd to any farther Authority,
except in fuch Cafes wherein God has
Eivcn particular obvious Dire¢tion in

is Word, which is to be exa@ly fol-
lowed.  This Paffuge is, I think, fo
far from difcarding ali Authority of
Government, thatit plainly encugh af-
ferts it; declaring that Synods are ex-
attly to follow the particular obvious
Dircétion of God in his Word, in al}
Cufcs whereinhehas given it: And I'm
of the Mind, that in maft Cafes which
come to Synods by Appeal or Refee

rence, there may be found ohvious

Direétion in God’s Word particuhrli

g
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enough relating to them ; 4. e, either tc
the very Cafes themfelves, or Cafes g}
the fame general Nature: And whereag
it’s faid, that in other Cafes wherein
thete is no fuch plain Scripture Direce
tion, Synods are only to give their beft
Advice without proceeding to any
farther Authority, this in all Rightand
Juflice, according to the fair Rules of
underftunding and interpreting any
‘Writing, is to be underftood according
to the previous State of the Matter, a3
it was at firt laid down, to fignify that
Synods fthou’d notauthoiitatively enjoin
their Decifions in fuch Cafes againft
others Confciences; fo as they muft
either comply againit Light and Con-
{cience, and fubmit to that which they
believe to t- a Sin to fubmit to, or
be debar’d from the Privileges' of
Chnift’s Church, for their Non-com-
pliance in fuch Cufes and Circum-
ftances; for this Strain of Authority
in Mutters of human Prudence, is the
yery Authority oppofed, firft, particue
A larly

$
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farly ftated, and then ftill argued againft
thro’ the Apology. | |

And now, I have; Ithink, fully
vindicated and clear’d the Brethren
who were in fuch an arbitrary illegal
manner thruft out of the Synod, from
maintaining Principles of Anarchy
and denying all governing Authority
in the Church; which Mr, T--—-5%
has luid to their Charge. And I pers
foade myfelf, every underftanding
impartial Reader muft be convinced
of the Injuftice of the Charge. And
yet, he and eleven more of his Breth-
ren have as good as fworn it very
folemnly againft us, in their Protefta=
tion, whireby without zny previous
tegular  Trial  they excluded us,
This Protett is entered with the grea-
telt Solcmnity poflible. They fay,
they humbly ancsJ folem:ly proteft mn
the Prefence of the Great and Eternal
God, and his Ele@ Angels, &¢. Page
6. and in Page ¢. they fay, and give it
as the firft Reafon of their protefting

egainft
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~againft our being allow’d to fit as
Members of the Synod, that in the

pology we exprefly deny, that Pref-

yteries have Authority to oblige
their diflenting Members; and, that
Synods fhou’d go any fanhcr in judg-
ing of Appeals or References, &e.
than to give their beft Advice 1 af-
fe¢ not hard Words, but Truth
and neceffary Sclf-dcfence oblige me
to fay, that what they fay heis, as
thus indefinitddy and without any
Limitation exprefs’d, 15 nulpubly
filfe, as I have already made appzir 5
and vet (moft amazing) they heve 1o
folemnly protefted by way of Appeal
to God, that otk this, and feveral o-
her filfe Things are in fu& true,
For thus inc; &y, Page 11, ¢ For
¢ thefe and many other Reufons, we
d¢ proteft before the Eteru:! God, his
t¢ Holy Angels, and tv you, Rev,
te Brethren, and before all here pre-
¢ fent, that thefe Brethren have no
 Right to be acknowleged as Mens<

' | “ berg
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% bers of this Judicatory of Chrift."*
I wou'd jutt farther obferve on this
Occafion, that all who adhere to them,
both Minifters and People, (which
pechaps they are not all aware of ) do
really by their Adherence to- themy
fwear to cll the fame Thingsy
for they huve told them that they
have fworn them all in all their

Names. Page 6. fay they, % We

t hereby humbly and folemnly Pro-
t teft in the Prefence of the Great and
¢ Erternal God, and-his ele@t Angek,
“ in pur own Numes, and in the
¢ N.mes of all, both Minifters and
¢ People who fhull adhere to us, s
“ follows.,” Whence ‘tis manifeft,

“that aft who adhere to them, do,~8y

that Adherence, make that Protélt
their awn Proteft and folemn - Oath,

‘in all the Purts of it without Excepti-
‘on : 'For the Proteftors have plainly e-

4

nough told them that they have fo
protefted in the Names of 2ll who fhill
adhere to them ; and therefore,; when-

G focver
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foever «ny do join with them; or while
they conidnue to adhere to -them;
they do hereby openly declate (whe-
ther they intend it {o or no.) that they
confent to have all thofe Things pro-
gefted for them in their Numes; and
fo b: .ccounted of; as if they hid
aCtu.lly protefted them m all cheir
own Perfons, before God, Angcls,-
and Men. And it might be well
for fuch ferioufly to confider, whether
they cou’d poflibly proteft thefe

~ Things in fuch a Mananer with a

clear and peaccful Confcience i And
to confider, that they are really look’d
upon in the Eye of God as actual

| Proteftors, while they keep that
-Courfe.  Surely, the Confciences of

many, cou’d not but boggle at this, if
they duly confider’d it.
~ But, I have no farther Concern

~with the Proteft here, than fo far as

it concerns the Subje@ I have been

“upon: And, I hai'ing done what Is

fufficient on that Subje&, according to
my

R

4
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my propofed Defign, which wus tg-
vindicate the excluded Brethren from
the Charge of Principles of Anarchy,
and denying Church Goveinment..
I come in the pext Fluce, to offer
fomething concerning the two Pupers
that were given in to the Synod Anna
17:0. at which Mr. y - and.
Brethren are {o exceedingly offended..
And here it wou’d be quite a niiflpent.
of Time, for which I have much bet-
ter Ufe, to follow Mr., Thov's thro®
all that he takes Occafion to fiy from
the Contents of thofe Pupers. What is
{ufficient to my Furpole, is, to cleac
the Authors from the Refletions
which Mr., Zeed2-h cafts upon theth
for bringing in fuch Puapers, «nd in
fuch a Manner, to the Synad. He
Charges Mr. G. Tennent and me,
who brought them in, with an Ate
tempt and Defign to expofe, withoug
Diftin&tion, the general Part of the
Synod to publick Prejudice and Re-
proach; with wicked, rafh Judging of vus

G2 Bicthren
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- Brethren; and, with an Intimation of

# Defign to enter upon their Congie-,
gations, in order to get them rooied
out of ther. Thefe, I think, are
the main Objeions and Accufatxons,

- on this Head; and, whether juft or;

fot, mult be feen, The Pupers cone:

gined an Account of many Things

which we found great f.ult with in
feveral Members of the Synod;
And, I can truly fay, for my own
Part that what { aim’d at, was thg
fiithful Difcharge of Duty, ‘anda cone
feientious  Teftimony againft thofe
Evils, for the Good of .the Brethren

. guilty of them, and the Good of thk
- Church, and to fhew the Reafonables
~ fefs of Encouraging rather than Hina

dring of Minifters to preach Chrift's
Gdf | as they ‘had Opportunity. thro!
the Land becaufe I ’f) aw there was
evidently mo much Remifnefs:among
Minifters up and down, and with
fome, -much worfe than bare Remifs
nefs toco. But Mr, Te---n and cs
thers




' from Principles of Anareby, - 83,
thers:of his Brethren make 3 greas:
Gry »gainft us for Reading fuch Pam
pers fo publickly in the Synod, beforg
all the. Congregatipn that were pres
fent. It is really wondc'.rful'to me
how' they can charge this as a .Crimg
upon ws, when it was themfelves were
in the Fault of it. The Paper which
L hod was. firft. Fpropos’d@ (indeed §
knew nothing of Mr. Tesnent’s having
a Paper, which,, after mjne was read ;
he defir'd to - read, becaufe it wag
ruuch to the fame Purpofcj and ]
particularly mov’d, and defir'd that ig
might be read privately, at an Inter=
loqujtur of the Synod ;- But it wag
eoncluded to hear it then publickly,
and they wou’d not comply with my
Pefire.  'Where then was " the Ground
for repreaching us with fych a Crime,
and gvil Defign, for the . publick reas
ding .of the Papeys? Butit's faid, we
ought to have enter'd .a regulae
Trgl againt she particular Members
whom we had apy fuch Chargles tQ

) 2y
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lay againft, before their proper Pref-
byteries, and not have bro’t in fuch
general - Compluints to - the Synod
‘without particularizing the Pcrfons'
complzin’d of, in any or all of thefe
Inftances of Complamt How litde
of thefe Meafures was taken with us
‘the tollowing Year, before either
Prc{bytcnes or Synoj when we were
in the very firft Inftance, proteﬂcd and
fworn out, is well cnough knawn,
However, I knovwr  Recrimination,
tho’ with Adv: \ntage, is no Vindication,
Ifay then, that for what Ican yet
fee, the Mcthod we took, provided
| the thing had been allow’d to have been
‘done pnvatcly before the Members
of 8ynod only, wasthe moft proper, and
llkci to bg ufeful ; For, at the Synod
the Kd‘niﬁ‘crs from all Parts were ge-
ncrally met, fuch as we believed to be
. guilty of the Evils complain’d of as
.well as others; and we knew not
but fome others might be as guilty as

they, withdut our knowlcdgc; fo that
then




" from Principles of Anarchy, $§
then we had an Opportunity of doing
fuch an A& of reully Chriftian Charity
to fuch Bicthren ali at once i- and we
knew not what good Effc¢t a Repre-
fentation of thofe Evils, and Recoms
mendation of the contrary Dus
ties by the Synod might h.ve; it
might be a Means of the Amend-
ment of their Members, fo as to pre-
vent, or rémove the Neceflity of any
farther Procefs; And I diftinétly re-
member likewife, I told the Synod,
that if they tho’t it proper, and re-

uir’d that I thou’d Procefs the Per-
?ons againft whom J had fuch matter
of Compluint, I was willing to do it;
only, defir'd that a competent Time .
might be allow’d for the doing of it s
But this Propeful was declin’d, and a -
folemn Admonition given by the |
Synod to all their Members, in thefe
Terms, viz, ** There being two Re-
“ ‘prefentations bro’t into the Synod;
‘“ by Mr. Blair, and Mr. G. Tennent,
2! reprefenting many Dcfe@s in our
.- % Miniftry

~— -
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Miniftry, that are Matter of greatet

Lamentation if chargeable” upsd

our " Memibers; the Synod d¢
thcrefore folemnly admonifh - ail

the Minifters within our Bounds,
fenouﬁy to confider the Weight of
their Charge, and, as they will
anfwer It at the great Duy of Chrift,
to take caré to approve themfelves
to God in the [nftances comphin’d
of: And the Synod do recommend

it to their feverdl Prefb teries, to
tuke.cire of their feveral Mmlﬁers‘
.in thefe paruculars ~ And now,

what hurt was there i obtaining, in
the W.y that was “propos’d, fuch a

o

nodical Admonition and Charge to
| our Minifters, when there was rc-

~ally fo much need of it, and more?
muﬂ our Mouths be muzzclcd from
‘telling our Biethren of the Faults we
“find.among thein? And we defir'd to
fell them only to theinfelves. |

As to the other Charge of rath ccr;- '

fonous Judging s Treadily giant, that

raih

g6 Th eiluded Brevbren winditaved

1
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tath judging is very finful, .and, in its:
Confequehces, may be very pernicious ;
and therefore, ought to be'very. cares:
fully refrain’d : But, I think, I might
fafely leave it to the Judgment of any
onc rightly -acquainted with the Prin<
ciples of Chriftianity, whether there
be not fufficient rational fcriptural
Ground, ftrongly to fufpe& the true
Sincerity and good State of a Minifteg
who. is deeply. guilty -of the Things
complain’d of! in thofe -Papers. By
their Frists ye fhall know “them,  fays
our Lord jdo Mm gather Grapes off
Thorns ? or Figs off Thiffies?: -
- The othet Thing which Mr, T-+-g
accufes us of, fretn our Papers;, viz,
A Defign .of diffolving- the Paftoral
Ir}cla‘tion mwclca? thetdr:c and theie

eople, by preaching in their Congre.

gations ag'y;.il;:ﬁ theirgw ls, hponstlm;

Invitation of any of their People, is

very unjuft, Tie Synod had, for a

Year or two before, laid, as we ape

preliend; - an- unreafonable - Reftraing
st Bl H  spon

- -
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o8 The exclided Brethten vindicated
‘upon Minifters: Preaching out of the
Baunds of their-own Prefbyteries ;
and we in thofe Papers fignify’d, that
the Neceffity of our Preagxin abroad
was great and urgent, from the Soul-
Excrcifes and: ftrong Defires of the
People, God: fucceeding. his Word in
dn uncommon Degree, and from the
manifeft: Unfaithfulnefs . of fundry ‘
Minifters, and their great Oppofition
sgainft the Rovival of  Religicn.., b
wias a Grief: of Heart tp. us that we
tc uades -any fuch neceflity on tha
ft mention'd-Account, .Qur Defign,
- Thope, was to attempt to propagate
- the Kingdom of ouriXiord. Jefus, and
" fave the Souls of Men; tho' we were
- bhliged indeed frequently,. to take
occifion to vindicate the. Work of
God's . Spirit . from fuch ,Minifters and
achers @bjecions and . Cavils; and to
~ dhew the: Neceffity of Mibifters Deal
ing fearchingly ‘and (olewnly with
their Peaple.  But they cow'd never
shusgs i of s, thatd. Know o




* from Principles of Mnarchy.  sg
with any Irruptions, as they call thems
into their proper CongregaiionS,
that they 'cou’d judicially cenfures
tho’ I muft obferve b‘y the Way,
that had they been as friendly to =
Work and Revival of Religion as they
ought ;to have been, they and we
both wou’d have mutually rejoyced to
have had one another to preach in our
feveral Congregations, - 'Tis a vain
fhift for any of them, in order ta cleat '
themfelves from the Charge ot havin§
made an Oppafitionto the late Revival
of Religion, to fay, that they have
enly oppos'd Things that were evil
and irregular, which ought to be op-:
pos'd. We have not been wanting our
felves to be very careful this Way, .
as ' many Hundreds can witnefs: But.
there is a vaft Diffcrence betwen op-
pofing what is evil, delufive, and srre-
gular, for the more fuccefsful carry

on of a Work of dijvine. Grace 4

the improving of fuch Things by,
way of Reproach upon ju,:and Pres.

- H 2 judice

it cumamge—— ®




6o The excluded Brethren: vindicated
iudice againft it. This 1s 2 real Ops-
’;oﬁtio:g to it, and this they: are chafx":
geable with ; yea more, they Jath a-
gainft all high Degrees of Sonl-diftrefs
and Terror in convinced Perfops, as
proceeding from the Temptations of
the Devil. And do lafh and reproach
in unlimited Terms, as the mere Ef-
fe&s of irrational Frights, or delufive
Joys, all Criings—out, and Bodily-
aintings ; when fuch Things may be,
and in Numbers have been, the Ef-
feds of the rational, fpiritual, ftrong
Exercifes of the Soul, from the Laws
.of the Union between the Soul and
. Body ; and can only, at moft, be a-
feribed to Hrman 7 firmity, which is
fuch in th' prefent State, that no
Viai can fee sod and)live. Yea, fe-
veral of them have openly and plainly
enough depy'd that any good Work
more than ufual has been going on,
but quite an the contrary ; Altho’ Mr,
Fi-.n is obliged, inconfiftently enough
with himfcH, to make a kind of ap

cxtorted
P
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* from Priacipk: of Auorchy. 61,

extorted Acknowledgement of it. And
it is impeflible for the Authors and
Approvers of that bold fcandalous
Lampaon, cal'ld The Hiffory of 4
Wandering Spirit, ever to cleas them-
{elves from having afcrihed a Divine
Work tq the Devil ; as ] could'lcaﬁ-.
ly make appear, from Remarks lying
by me thalzp‘;i:rc never publithed. ’ 3
- Many Things which Mr, T---=8,
takes occafion from the fore-mention’d’
Papers to fay, are highly deferving of:
Remarks ; But, I think, all the Ufe
of Remarking upon them wou'd not
gountervail the Expence of Time aud
Pains, '] have mare important 28
well as more delightful Work te be
employ’d in. Tho' I can hardly or
mit taking notice of his unjuft .Re-’
fle@tion, in faying, Page 44. That
*“ there is a Manner of Diion or
“ Phrafeology become exceeding com-
man and much in vogue among us,
which is a downright Difgrace t6
the. facred Fun@ion of the ﬁo(pgl,—
- ““ Mini~

‘«
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82 The execlided Brethren vindicated
¢ Miniftry ;. and aflerting that
fuch Inftances of Di¢tion as he there
gives, arc exceeding common and
much in vogue with us. I will not
give Mr, T--—» fuch uncivil and un-
thriftian Language as he has given to
fne, in calling this, ¢ a Devilith Slan<
% der ; " but, areal Slander, and a
Falthood I am fure it is, Idefy Mr,
T-----n to point out any two of our
Brethren that ever ufed the moft of
the Expreflions he mentions, or an
fuch ; And ] am confident, that if fuch
‘unbecaming, or prefumptuous Expreffi-
ans of any of our Members fhou’d
feafonably came to our Knowledge,
they wou’d be condemned and cen-
fur’d as they deferve,

We have now f{een, in many In-
ftances, what a Latitude Mr, T—---5
takes in his Reprefentatjons of things :
And in many more, it cou'd be fhown,
] have endeavour’d, I hope, with the
Words of Truth and Sobcrnefs, to
vindicate my felf and Brethren from

' unjaft
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unjuft Reprefentations and Reproaches
to which I feem’d to be neceffarily
call’d and obliged: And I now leave
what I have done herein to the divine
Bleffing, and the fober Perufal and
Judgment of ferious Readers: With-
ing and praying, that he who rules
in Zion may reftore among us, a Spie
rit of Peace, Truth, and a found
Mind,

FINIS.

P -
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