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"
Premonition to the
~ Reader, |

ALTHOUGH the faving Change of a Sin-
ners Hearts, is the fupernatural Work of
- God alone ; yet he brings it about in a
way agrecable to their natural Pradtices, and
Endowments as reafonable Beings ; and -ufes
rational proper means with them -for that End.
Hence are all th¢ Inftruions, Motives, Ar-

uments, and Expoftulations, which are inthe
§criptures; which are ‘not only for the Spi-
ritual Progrefs of the renew’d and fan&ified ;
but alfo for the Converfion of the ungodiy,
‘and Sinners ; as may be abundantly feen through-~ -
out both Teftaments. God in his Word,
deals wich Man, eyen in his Apoftate unre-
%cucrate Condi:ion, as an intelligeut Creaure,

y- all the Topicks of Argumen: and -Ratio=
nal Perfwafion. .Accordingly thof¢ whom Chrift
employs as his Ambafladors, in the Gofpely -
Miniftry, are to labour not only for the Spi-
ritual Good and Comfort of the Regenerate
Children of Ged; but alfo with the unre-
new’d and unholy, for their faving Converfi-
on, tg all thofe rational Means where-
with God "has -furnifh’d them in his Word:
And’tis as plainly both the Duty and Inte- -
ret of Sianers (iho’ they c¢annot fuvingly
Change themfelves yet) to take - up themlelves,
and as much as poflible conform themfclves tq
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God's declared Will ; and, in that Way, to
feek inceffantly for remewing Grace, and a
faving vital Union with Jefus Chrift. This is
but to at as becomes rational Creatures in their
Circumpftances : *Tis the Command of Gad, and
the only Way of reafonable Hope. = ' =~

Agreeably to thefe Things, I hayve in the
following ifcourfé addrefs’d thé Reafon, and
confidering Faculty of the Irreligious, in be-
half’ of Religion, and théir Souls eternal In-
tereft: And fhew’d from many Confiderations;
the "unparellel’d Unreafonabletefs and Brutifh-
nefs, oi‘m Irreligion ‘and Impenitence ; - which
might be fufficient to confound " with Shamé
and deep Concern, ‘efpecially fuch’ as highly
Value themfelves upon that traly valuable%En-
dowment of the Human Nature, their Under-
ftanding and Reafon, and_ yet live irreligious
and ungodly Lives. " * As I hinted already I
know Mankind are fo far depraved and cor:
Tupted, that 'nothin;g but the Almighty Power
of God, will be effettual throughly to change
and re¢laim them : But'* yet fuirable and adap-

- ted means are to be ufed for that End, both
by the Preacher, and - the Sinner himfelf
And it is by, and in the ufe of thefe that
God ordinarily Works this Efteé. =

I think fuch a Sermon as this is efpecially
feafonable at this Timeé, when the A'oravians,
lately come to thefe Parts of the World, Teach,
that Minifters are not to ufe fuch Methods
with  the ungodly ; and, that ungodly Sinners
themfelves, are not to ufe any endeavours this
Way, in feeking to God for their Converfi-
en and Ealvation: From the fpecious Argu-
o . _ T ments
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ments, that Salvation is not of ‘Works, and
that Chrift needs not our help to comvertuss:
As may be clearly feen in Count Zinzendorff’s
printed Difcourfes. This is to make Man like
a brute ora block, rather thana Reafonable
Creature ; and fairly to lay the Reins on li-
cencious Sinners Necks, and allow them to
run where they Pleafe. Tt is very.true Sal-
vation is not of Works, either by a Merit of
Congruity or Condignity (as the Romanifis Term
and Diftinguith ir) fo that Sinners ought nor
to fer about reforming, with a View to ap-
peafe God, or to excite his Love and Favour
towards them, by any imagin’d excellency in
their Works of Obedience, as I have carefully
dire&ted in the Clofe of the Sermon : And
yet it is as true, that the utmoft Efforts of
unregenerate Sinners to obferve the Diving
Law, and feck the Mercy of God, and. their
Souls Salvation, is their™ indifpenfible Daty,
their reafonable Service, and God's exprefs
Command ; or elfe agreat Part of the Bible
is wrong, wherein they are enjoyned to Strive
to enter in at the flvait Gate, Luke 13. 24. And,
all Men every wheve is commanded to  vepent, be=
caufe God bath appointed a Day in awhich be will
. -judge the World in Righteoufnefs. A&s17. 30, 31.
with numberlefs other Places. If God requires
the ungodly to turn from their irreligious
Courfes, 1o feck and endeavour to ferve him;
then they ought to do fo: And that. under
the highelt Pains, of his terrible and dread
Difpleafure.. It God does not require ‘it of
them, then it isnot their Sin not todo o
and confequently they are no Sinners, bur
doing Right enough ; for where no Law is,
there is no Tranfgreflion ; And then.confe-
oo S guently
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quently again, they have no Hell nor Dam-
naiion to fear ; for. where there is no Tranf-
greflion, thereis no Punithment, ina juft Go-
vernment. Thus you may fee where this Doc-
trine leads. May the Lord preferve ‘People
frem fuch a dangerous and fearfull Smare,
which tends to delude -them to their Deftruc--
tion, and alfo, preferve them from refling
upon means, and putting their own Righte-
oufefs in the place of Chrift’s Righteoufnefs ;-
which is as fatal upon the orher Hand. ‘

Media tutiffimus ibis.

Refting upon means is inconfiftent with,
and a Bar in the ~way of believing in Chrift ;
but the ufe of mecans, as means, is not; but is
the exprefs Command of God, and thke Sinners
Dutg'. It is ridiculous arguing here, that Chrift
needs not Sinners hélp to convert them : For,
who ever imagin’d that they were to ufé means,
with a View to help Chrift to Convert them,
But this is not a_proper Place to purfue this
Argument in its full Lavicude. What I have
already faid ‘may be fufficient here.

I knownot ofany thing in the following
Difcourfe, ‘that Iam any way obliged to Ac-
count for, except it be the high Defcription I
have given of the Repentance which may be
attained to, by unregencrate Men. 1 wou'd
have it: obferved, that I exprefly include the
ordinary - Concurerce of the "Holy  Spirit = .
And how far the Spirit of God may concur,
by way ‘of common Operation,” with the En-
deavour of narural Men, I think we cannot
-Determine. "Iam fatisfy’d that when the Holy
» . - Spint
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Spirit lays hold of Sinners with a Defign of
their faving Converfion, he fr quently brings
them to fuch a Degree of Repentance, evzn
before the faving Change is wrought in their
Hearts. I fhall detain the Reader no longer
from the Perufal of the Sermon: And may
the Lord help you to perufe it to profit,

Neaw- Lendonderry,
Spril 1. 1743,



, JerEmIaun 8. 6.
{ hearkeried and heard, but they [pake mt avight :
 No Man repented bim of bis ickednefs, * [+ying,
awhat have I done ? Every one turned to bis Gourfe,
as the Horfe vufbeth into the Baitle.

HESE Words are a part of a Prophe-
cy or divine Meflage . which begins
with the foregoing Chapter, where-
in the Lord by his Prophet.calls us

Sinfull, Rebellious and Xpoﬂatc Peo-
ple, to Repentance and. Amendment, to turn

?rom‘ their finfull Courfes and - abominablé

ranfgreflions, to the obedietice of his Laws,
as may.be feen in the 3d, sth, aad 6th, Ver-
fes of that Chapter. Khis the Lord prefles up-
on them from two grear Aruuments, viz. The

Beneft they fhauld enjoy upoh sheir true Reformati-

o, . and the serrible fudgment they fhowld [uflain
ipon_thetr obflinate rejhjjand impenitency  Upon
theif thorough Retormation the Lord.promifes

them a péaceable and profperous Pofleflion of
their pleafant Land, v. 7. But upon their pro-
teeding on ftillin their wicked Ways, he threa-
tens_them with the moft dreadful Defolations

Death, and Captivicy, generally throughout the
Chapter. " ' S

* This Argument the Lord farther -Profe:

cutes inthe beginning of this Chaprer, fhew-
fng the extent of that mifery and comtempt which
he was about to bring upon them, aud which in

a little Time he did bring upon them by Ne-
buchadnezar’s Army: And then in the 4th and
4th Verfes he aggi'avaées the folly and madmj':£
S o
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of their obftinacy and bold Refblufions in pés-
fifling-in their wickednefs; ~by “obferving “to
them that it was folly unexampled, of which there
are no parallel Jnftances to be found in any o-
ther cafes. ' Thus aith_ the Lord,  fhall “shey
faltand wot arife? ol be s " away and pot
fenrA? - Ay if he badfaid, can - any. Perfons
fo fotrith- and unwife be ‘found, as. will hot
tife tg again, after théy arcfallén down upon
the round ? Can any fuch .demeptgd Perfon
tefound, who™ will not return to his right
‘Road, afier he has wandred out of it aud gone
wrong ¥ furely fio’; common Pradence will teach
Men betier. m fuch Cafes. " Why thei, fays
ke, is thisPeople of . Sersfultm fliden back by a
perpetual- back-fliding* O ¥ unexampled niad:
nefs ! Tho® they have gone wofully Gut ef the
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way, and area wandring in their” owin ways,
to their eternal Deftruftion, and  have been
over and over told oft from ' nie; in the meft
moving and awful Terms; ‘yet they prefump-
tuoufly go on and turn not ; theit bac ;ﬂidihfg
is perpetual, they hold faft deceit and ~refufe
1o return. - And this - their . continuance in
2. courfe of Sin and Difobedience, again

all the warnings he had given them; and Pajns
which” he’ had befltowed upon them,  the Lord
more fully and pathetically exprefles in the
‘Words of our Text, I' kearkned and beard bt ‘they
Jpeak net avight : Mo A:an, &c. Inthe Words_ycu
may Notice thefe few particolars. 1, It is intis
mated that. the Means which God -had ufed
with that People, were' fachas that a Refor-
mation . among them, might reafonably have
been cx‘;x&ed by them.” This is " implicd in
thefe Words, 4 - bearkned and keard,, in thefe
Words are prefiippos’d the seans which God
had p;,cvi‘c)i;ﬁy cd to them cfpecially by the

trequéne
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frequient’ Meflages of his Word,, in the Motith
of his' Prophets:” And ' fo they fignify how
réafonably a thorough Reformation among them,
tiight have been expélted thereupon. | 7 beark-
ned and heard, fays the Lord i. e. as if he had fuid,
having -ufed fuch proper " methods with them
for their Repentance, ‘which were . fufhici-
ent to have influenced them thereto,” then
I hearkned and liftned to hearif there were any
difcourfe like Repentance among thém; an “télFe
that might give Hopes of their , Amgndment
and Converfion, ' whether any were bewailing
their paft ‘Impieties; and Tranigréfﬁon;,fdyitmg,
with Shamé and Soriow, alas what have I done'!

- The great God réprefenits himfeltina familiag
¢ondéftending way, " afier fhe manner of Man,
as expeting and hoping that the means which'
ke had ufed with them, m.ght poflibly have
had fome good cffe@ upén them,, in their Re-
formation ; and ‘fo he hearkned to bear what
they ‘were afaying abourit. He carefully look’d
and obferved, whether there wercany figns and
appearances of their Repentance, . after his Pains
with them for that Purpofe. =~ =~

- Wet thefe and all other fuch like ExpreTions,.
muft be underflood in a Way agrecable w0
the divine Perfections, fo as nor to infer thofe
Weaknefles and Imperfeétions in God, which’
are in Creatiires, and therefore' not to beun-
derftood in the woft frit ahd literal Senfe of
the Words. -God's défign in’ thefe Words, is’
only to fignify, how reafdonably . a Reformiation,,
aud ftrong Endeavours afier a'true repentance,
and ‘the favour of God might havé beeen ex-
pected of thar People, in Confequencé of fuch’
means as he had aftorded”thi¢t for that’ ‘end d’

- an
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and confequently that their perfifting after all
in their old Courfes, was a Guilt of a moft.
aggravated nature ; and fo here isone point of

oétrinal Truth which arifes from the Text,
viz. That & Rejormetion in Sinmers frem thess
wicked aways and eavveft Lndeatours in feehing
after the favour o Ged, “might wery recfonakly be
expCled by vieans of the -Aeffages of "his I ord ferig
o themi for that Lwd by the Aiouth of kis Servants
and b fJacors. 0 T

_ Again, 2dly. We aretold of the unfuccef-
fulnefs of ail thefe Means, with that obfti-
nate People: They had not that Iflaence and
efte€ vpon them, which it was very juft to
expect .fgc;m rational Creatures, [ bearkned -and
beard, but they [pake not aright: No man repented bim
of bis avickednejs, faying, whet bave I dene 2 Lut ete~
7y ene turned to Lis oun Conrfe, notwjihflanding the
repeated Councils, moviny Invitations, awfull
Threats and Warnings fent to them under God’s
own tremendious Authoricy which pught to
have excited ‘them to Repentance, and fll'd
them with the Langua;e of humble Penitents,
confefling with Shame and Confufion their by-
paft Follies and Impieties, exprefling fincercly
their. Sorrow -aud -felf - Abhorence- for them,
faying, WWhat bave [ dme? Yer alas, there was.
no fuch dif¢ourfe to be heard among them,
skey [pake net arigks ; they {pake not to this purpofe ;-
I kearkned and heard, fays the Lord, but they.
fpeake. mot avight : No Alenm vepemted bing of kis awicked-
nefs, faying, what bave ldsne ? here you may ob-.
ferve what kind of Repentance - it is which.
God recuires of Sinners, undef the hearin
of his Word, faithfully deliver’d to them:
Repentance attended with an atham’d *confefli- .
on of their. Sins and Iniquites ; that they ac-
R R R T PR = A ¢ knowlcdg:
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knowledge what thcy5 have done, and that
with deep regret of Soul, wicth confounding
Shame and Indignation againft themfelves; as
the Interrogaiory form of the Expreffion re-
quir'd of the true penitent, imports, W hat
bave [ done? The penitent Sinner is reprefented
as looking back upon his former way, freely
confeffing what they have been, and refleéting
upon himfelf for them, with the fadeft Gricf
and Sorrow ; as a Perfon, who, thro’ fome Mif-
management, fome bold or tho'tlefs Acion has
brought Difgrace and - Mifery upon himfelf,
will, in his diftrefs, fadly recoil upon himfelf,
faying, Wko is me, what bave I done? ewhat kave
I done? by what I bave dime, I bave undsne myfelf.
Now, becaufe there was no fuch thing to be
heard or difcerned among the Reople of Feru-
Jalem, it was evident, that ne Jianm vepented bim
of b1s Wickednefs. And fo here is another point
of Doétrine to be obferv’d in the Text, viz,
That the Repentance which God vequives of Sinners,
upon bis dealing with them by the foemn dieffa~
&5 of bis Werd, muft be attended with: Gonfefjion,
deep Shame and Sorrow. .

3d. The Text declares how wilfully and
brutithly refolute thefe People were in their
wicked Courfes. This is fet out by the Simi-
ljzude of a Herie, furioufly rumming without.
thought or tear into the Battle : Fvery one turmed
to his Curfe, as the Forfe rufbetb into the Batile.
Rerhaps they might give God a bodily hearing
for an Hour or two fometimes, while his Ser~
vants declar’d to them his Meffages, but that
was all; as foon as that was over, thenaway
cvery one immediately to his Courfe again -
without reftraint, as the Horfe to the Battle ;
# it is now lamentably among us. .
¥ \mong us "This
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- 'This Compzrifon implies in it thefe- twq
things, 1f. The brutifh Unreafonablencfs, bold
Prefumpiion, . znd Fool-Hardinefs of -Sinners
who go on in their finful Courfes againft ali
the awfull warnings of Heaven, and all the
reftraints of Reafon and Confcience. Hence
they are compar’d to a Head-ftrong ungovern’d
Horfe in his Fury, that will be under no
Control, but rufhes madly on in the Face - of
#en Dlowfard Teriors.  2dly, It implies the ter-
rible Dangeroufoefs of the Sinuers Courfe,
He is a2 going wiifully on to his own Ruin and
Deftruétion, as the Hotfeé rufhes into the Buat-
tle, into the midft. of Dangers and -of Deaths.
And fo this Branch of the Text affords us thefe
. two Propofitiens of Truth more, 1, That it
is bruiith, irrational, and wiltul tor Sinuers
to go on #ill in their finful Courfes, againft.
all the Inftru&tions and folemn  Warnings of
God’s Word. And ed. That Sinners going on
in thefe Courfes, dre - ruthing wpon the. moft
terrible Dangers and Miferies: Fuvery ome turs-
ed 19 bis Courfe, a3 the Earfe rugbeth intothe Bat~
tle. .

- And now I fhall gather together the feve-
ral Propofitions of Truth, which I have ta-
ken Notice of from this Text, in the Expli-
cation -of ir, for our farther Confideration ;-
And they are thefe four, '

1f. That a Reformation in Sinnersfrom their
wicked Ways, and carneft Endeavours in feck-
ing afver dhe Favourof God, might very rea-
fonably be cxpeéted, by means of the Meflages
of bis Word- ferit to them: for that End, by
the Mouth' of his' - Scrvants and Ambafladors.

zdlj.v
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2dly, That the R(cpemarice ‘whichk God re:
quires of Sinners, upon - his dealing with them
by the folemn Meflages of his Word, mnit be
attended with Confeflion,: deep Shame and Sor-
row. :

3dly, That it is Brutifﬂ, irrational, a;nd‘ wils
ful tor Sinners to ga. ou flill in their . finful

Courfes; agaioft all the Inftructions' and fo
_ Jemn Warnings of God’s Word: - - .And. -

_ 4thly, That Sinners; going on in thefe Cours

fes; are ruthing upon- the moft tertible Dan-

gers and Miferies. : : :
Thefe are Truths -_élea'ﬂr- enough' contain'd

in this Verfe. I bearkned and bear, y &, -

I fhall f’};a'k fbﬁmcthiﬂgto‘ c'ach‘df‘thcf.'c'.proa
pofitions in their; order. And-

_1f, I fay a Reformation in Sianers, &, |
fhail a litt{; illuftrate the Truth ofthis Doc-.
trine, fliew whar we are tq learn from ity
and the ufe to be made ofit in Praétice, ve-
:y.bricﬂy, and then pafs to the : next Propo-
rtion, . .

The Truth of this Propofition will clearly
appear ‘hy .confidering and- comparing one" or
two things. 1f. That Sinners are rational
Creatures, and - fo ought to be influcnced and'
wrought upon iin masters of PraQice, if they
would nat forfeit al). chaim. to that Charaer,
by rational Means, by powerfal convincing.
Arguments and Confiderations, If there is no
dealing wich.. mankind, and . perfwading them
in.this Method of rational Argiment, they
aét mo more like rational Beings thanb the

o - ruic
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~ brute Beafts : To dire& us in our Choice ind
Prattice, is certainly - the very greaieft ufe and
benefit of our underftanding and Reafon ;
and thercfore it might be juftly éxpeted from
rational Creatures, in this Cafe as well asall
others, that they fhou'd be fway’d by Reafons,
which they are capable to underftand, accord-
ing to . the Weight and- Impottance of ‘em ;

erwife; if they will not be Govern’d and
alted from rational Confiderations, but frori
fenfual appetite, luft and blind wilfulnefs, they
put off the Man and pur on the Beaft: Yea,
much worfe;. they rather pur 6n the Devil;
alting againft the light of Reafon and Con-
fcience, which Beafts do not, and fo are the
néareft refemblance to thie diabolical Narure ;
indeed .a rational Creature, ating- crofs ‘to thé
very confefs’d Laws of Reafon, and that in
matters of infinite and eternal Moment, is tie
moft unaccountable kind of belng within tld
Compafs of the whole umiverfe. It cculd
hardly be believ'd that there could péffibly be
fuch am irregular felf-repugnant, oblique kind
of thing. in the whole Syltem of being,  did
not fad Experience. fo undeniably eonfirm it o
fach a'being would: feem a fort of ‘natural im-
poflibility, and the very Mention of ir, 4 di~
re& Solzcim. o i

. And:then - 2dly; Confider, That the Meffages’

of God’s Word to Sinners for their Reforma-
ton  and Rcpentance, are the - moft folemn,’
wc‘il;gh:y,.md powerful ofany Thing that can’.
E: bly be propos’d to the Reafon of Man-
ind. A . ' :

. He would be juily look'd uj on’ s’ a moff
demented and brutih Man, who wou'd nl;’:




be’ perfwaded in other Cafcs By ten thoufand
‘Times lefs weighty Reafons than thofe - which
are propos’d ‘and ‘urged in:the word of God
for Sinners Repentance. - The great God lays
‘before Sinticrs 1n his Word the Reafonable-
nefs, Equity, ~and Excellency of - Holinefs ;-
the juft ‘neceflary Title and - Sovereign claim
which he has to their Obedience, both- as hé
isa God of inconceivable Glory and- infinite
Perfeétions, worthy to be ferv’d, hionour'd and
ador’d by all rational -beingg befide ; and 4§
they are his ‘Creatures; created by him for
that End; to glorify and fefve- him and enjoy
the higheft bleffednefs in him ; and as heé i
their coriftant - Preferver, the upholdef of theif
Livesand giver of ull their Benefits; upon all
which “Accounts they owé theniftlves entire=
ly to himas his own: Property, and ' the Sub-
je€ts of his moral Governmenty by a nioft ne-
teflary and inalienable Right, He iells them
of the unfpeaksble Happinefs and - Cormifort
which wou'd . attend the - heaity -aftectionare
Cheice and Pra®ice . of theit Duty, and that
eternal GlorL-) with himfelf; which he will give
to .them who trulf Repent--and Love nim.
He tells them likewife whar an immencé, what
an . aftonithing amazing Price’ was “laid down
to redeetn - loft Sinners fromy cterfidl Ruiny
without which none- cou’d poffibly-have' Bén
fav'd confiftent with the exalted Dignity dnd
Glory of his Majefly ; how low the eternal
Bon' of God'condefeended ; how deep he- was
humbled ; how ¢ruclly L fuffer’d; eveh ' Déath
it felf in-its' moft -hidious:Ferm + Yes,' worfe
than sen Thowfand “Deaths s #nd all'te purchale
Salvation from'vhe detpeft Mifcries to‘{tgé m—
eft Bleflednefs --for “guilty Rebels. -0’1 What
a furprizing melting é‘\'-ﬁg'umcnt*ii heie’ to cx=
oo ' T cite
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cit¢ Sitners to Repentance, to tufnto the liv-
" ing God, with all their Hearts. O Sinuers,
will you, dare you trample under Foot the
Blood of the Son of God! Difregard and
under-value the deareft Love of the Father, Son
and blefled Spirit! And go on in thefe Wicked-
neflefs, which coft a life that was worth #»
Tkoufand Worlds to redeem you from them !
Farther, the great God fets before them in his
Word, the awful and diimal Scene of thofe e-
ternal Pains, Miferies, . and Horrors, which
they fhall infallibly endure for .ever -without
Regeneration and . Converfion.. He tells you,
O ye rebellious Sinnersy that if ye do not Re-
form and Rerent, feck his Mercy with hum-
bled pained Hearts,-and turn to his-Ways,: the
Damnation . of Hell, will infallibly -be your
Portion to all Eternity : That you are every
Day in Danger of being caft mro never ne:
ver ending Anguifh, Pain and . Horrour for
our continued Rebellion. Now, are not here
eafons for Sinners Repentance, turning from
the Ways of 8in, and moft earncft fecking
the Favour and Mercy of God, of the greateit
Weight Imaginable? And are not Sinners ra-
tional Creatures, to underftand, confider and-
apply thefe Things: How reafonably, then
might their compliance with them be expected.
If the Confideration ‘of thefe folemn Things
will not work upop them, nothing elfe will.
Luk. 16. 31. If they hear mt A.dfs and #he Pros
phets, i. e the Holy Scriptures, the;Word of God
written by Mofes and the . Prophets, neither wilk
dbey be perfwaded $hq’ wne rofe fromthe - Lead.  Surcly
if Sinners.did but a&t ingenucufly and ratio~
nally: here, as: they do for the moft Part in
other Cafes, they wou'd immediately abandon
their - Lufts and wicked Vyays, and betako;
- ‘ o, "themfelves

R
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them®lves to the Ways. of Religion -wich the
the moft “edrneft Application, and moft. impar~
runately and perfeveringly cry for the Mercy
aud -Pity of the great God, againft- whom they
have rebel’d, fecking an Intereft in, his faving
Love thro’ Chrift. O Sinners, thefe. wou'd
be the Effeéts of .God’s-Word with you,. if yoy
did but aét any Way .agreeable to.'your no-
ble Charaters of reafonable Creatures. -,

Agreeable to what I have offer’d upon, this

Head, is that Paflage which we have in the be~

ginning of the 5th Chapter of Jfaiab, the Lord

-therg reprefents the Pains which he had. taken

wich the People of lfrae/, and the Means he

vouchfafed them under the Notion of the

Provifion which a careful induftrious Husband
* Man, makes for the Fruicfulnefs of his Vine-

yarg, and then fignifies that it was but rea-

fonable to expe gaod Fruit in -Confequence
of fuch Means, when he fays, be loked that
it fbould bring forth  Grapes ; But (O wonder-
tal'!) it brought forth - mibing bt awild Grapes
after all; no other fort of Grapes than if ip
had been a wild Vine in the Foreft, that ne-
ver had been tgken any care of. And then
the Lord expreffiug the great Painshe had be-
flow’d upon this Vincyard, faying, #hat con’d
kave been. dope miove to my wineyard, that I bave ot
dene in jt, 1. ¢ as to outward proper Means:

He propofes the Queftion as it were witha kind of

Wonder, Wherefore awhen 1 losk'd that it (beald bring

fo:th Grapes, brought it forth <vild Grapes ? Wherc-

tore bronght it forth wild Grapes after fuch

Means ufed wich it? What a ftrange thin

is this ¥ Yes, ftrange it is indeed ; other Things

might well be look'd for. -

Ca Thus



L, L€ 12 e

Thus Tthink the ijuthlof' this Do&urine is
fufficiently evidenced :” And now, to make’
;’ogné';lmprov;;nmt ".o_f_it,"' T l‘

1ft. ¥fit be reafonable to look'for the Re-
formation- of Sinners, and their carneft  Appli-
catien 18 God' for his,'pardonh;\g Mercy, as
the’ Efte&ts of God's Word faithfully deliver'd

o' thems How inexpreflible Heingus chen is the

Sin, andhow awfully aggravated’ is the' Guilt of
fuch bold and darin girync;§, who after all

£0!617in their 'old"’lgra ices #, who Repent not,
of their "wickednefs, but turrd fll to their own'
Coutfe again, as tbe Forfe iuﬁ{ke;l» into the Battle 2
And- yetalas, is hot this' the Deplorable tale’
&f Maltitudes who are favour'd with’the Word'
of God! O Sirs, ar¢ not the Reafons and Ar-,
guments of God's Word fufficient to perfwade’
you évery one toturn from-his Iniquities, aud
to feck ‘aftet God and your own eternal Sal-
vation in’ earneft 7 Sure there s Reafon enough

in themto dofo.

;. 2dly. This - Do&rine informs us of the ex-
cellency of the 'Word . of ‘God: It contaius
“Things ofthe utmoft Moment and Confequence.
Imaginable : It Treats of Things which are of
infinite Importarice to the Souls of Meén'; no
lefs thah Things which concern their everlaft-
ing States, cither of unfpeakable Happinefs, or
inexpreflible’ Mifery ; fich Things as have Rea-
fon" and Weight enough in them to reclaim re-
bellious Sinners frem their wicked Courfes, and
10 excite them with the deepeft concern to feek
after God: Jf tley kear not Aicfes ard the Proplets,
weithey avill ‘tkey "le perfwaded the’ che rofe from
1‘b€ »lte.ﬂvi‘ N = s N ~ - - 4 ) .
o s
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3dly. Ungodly. and irreligious Perforis, ay
well as others, fthould henze be excired ro--ef-
teem and reverence the Word of God. Itis
the Means which the gréut.God ufes: - with: you
for your Counverfion and Salvation, Pf. 19. {.
“The Laww of the Lovd is perfed, converting sbe Soul =
The Teftimeny of the Lord is- fure, making <uife the:
Simple, . Y our .cyrfed Lufls, the wicked Inclina-
tions and -Difpofi:ions - of "your unfanitified .

Hearts ar¢ -Jjke to be your eternal Ruin, and-

unlefs the Power of thefe Things is overcome,.
they will inevirably plunge you in a.-doleful.
Deluge_of everlafing. Mifery  and Woé ; nowy
the Word of God faithfully preached to: you-
contains fuch .weighty and. folemn Things, . the.
due -Confideration and _Application \'v:zcreqff
might well be effe@ual td break and -overbals:
lance the Prevaleney. of - thefe Soul-deftroying:
Evils in ypu, and awake yon to feck after God
and your Salvation in goed earneft: And, Q.
Sirs, if Things were once'brought to this:pafs :
with you; thea there wau’d be- fome Hopes:-of:
your_true Converfion tathe :Living God, and.
the Salvation of your Soul§ ; And; O/ how éare--
fully ought you to imprové thai‘which Has fo
reat a I'endency to bring about yqur eternal
%Iappincfs,_ and Deliverance from endlefs -and
deferved  Torments. Believe it Sirs, the. Word:
of God is, pot like. an infignificant ufelefs Stoq
Iy wh_ich-_iyqu may either.: bear or let alone to:
hittle Lofs or Profit: [s wot my Word like as .
Fire ? faith the Lord, 4nd like a Hammer awhich

breaks he Rick in pieces? Ser:23: 29.

. 2dly. Bat-I muft proceed- to.confider the ad.
Propafition, -~-which  is, that the Repentance
‘which .qu‘:e,qyincs of "Sinners, upon his deal-.
jng with them by the folgmn Mcﬁascs.ﬁf his

’ ' R L
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Word, muft be Cattcndcd' with Confeffion,
Shame, and Sorrow. St e
. R R U :
. . Here:¥ fhall a lirde. farther open‘up and ex-
lain the. R epentance jintended in this Propo-
Et.ion, sud.my Defigi is not particularly to open
up: the: nature of ricifaving Grace‘of Repent—
ance, which is only in regenerate and ‘fanétify’d"
Perfous, and neceflatily requires the foperna-
wral Principles of Sanétitying Grace imiplanted'
in the Soul by the' Holy Ghof, as: the Foun-’
dation’ and Spring of ir; but the Repentance!
which : Idefign to fpeak to, and which- ] think-
is the Repentance ifitended in the Fext, is that-
which Sinners thio! :the Means -and Advan-
tages of- God’s Woid faithfully deliver’d to’
them; may * generally, by -the ordinary: Concur~’
rence of God’s Spirit perform, if they a& fo rar
tionally and faithfully as they may and ought
to' dp ; which Repentance Ged réquires them®
to »ter.fo'rm as the” Way of their  feeking, and
moft. - hopetul Means for obtaining’ his' par-
doning - Mercy - and: - fanétifying’ (%r'acc thre™
Chrift Jefus. "It is,:in fhort that Repentance’
which :the Lerd dooks  that Sinrers fhould
gcncralf{v perform; fuch as are not judicially’
harden’d at leaft, .toc whom hé has fent the
Meflages of his Word for that End, wken he:
faysy 1 kearkened and: keard to find whether any Mas:’
zptmed im of bis ‘W wkedmefs, [aying evhat bave I
,,c.. . B N . L oEe L : . PR " -
And in this Repentance.‘two Things are to-
be confidered : The Thing it felf {ubflantially
and -its Qualifications -or neceflary’ Adjunéts,
And 1f. This Repentance ﬁri&zy‘and fub-
ftintially. confider’d - in’it felf is a turning from,
and op;ofing of. Sin; ahdan Application to the
e Duties
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Difiies 6f Religion, univerfally both in Heare
and Life. A Sinner never praétices any Thing
- :like Repentance till he comes to this ;' to for-
fakze entircly his finful Gourfes, withftand all
Snares and Temprations [to. them, and wregle
-againkt the inward Corruptions of his Heart ; to
‘betake himfclf to the prefcribed -Ways of Re-
ligion, and moft folemnly and ecarneftly tofeck
the Mercy and Favour of an oftended and pro-
voked God. Penitent Fpbraim (ays, W hat bave
I to do any meve wish Idels,- Hof. 14. 8. repenting
Jjrael and Fudab go and feck the Lord their
‘God, going and weeping faying, Gome and Iet s
joymonr felves to the Lerd in a. perpesual Covenant that
Jball no be forgostem Fer. 50. 4, 5. How dreadfully
are they deceiv’d then who think that a few
Checks of Confcience for thetr Sin. afier the
Commiffion of it, and fome -flighty Conteflions
of. it before God is true Repentance,. when yeot
shey fill go on in the fame Pradtices? Who
think that their gallings of Confcience now and
theny and their fuperficial . Acknowledgments
will fecure them from all' Danger, and make
up for their continuing Wickedneffes and ne-
% et of the Ways of Godline!s ? How dreadful-
Jy I fays are fuch poor Creatures deceiv'd in
their Imaginations ¢ Efpecially fecing Perfons
may repent, even o farlas { have. -deferibed,
without being in a faving . Stare, -and -fitly
qualify’d for cternal Glery. ~ . . .

[ T
. 2dly. Asto the Qualificatinns :of this Rex
pentance, they are Confeflvon, Shame: and Sor-
row. .1. Confellion jtorcpent with Confeflion
of their: Sin is" what' the: Lord requires of
Sinners who ¢njoy the Light of his Holy. Word.
This was - his Complaihit. againft rhe- obftinate
Jews iv our. Kexc z. No Yan repenged-hisn of bis
CLoe —t Wickednefs

[
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“Wickednefs, faying, zvhat have I doe? No Main
.among them repented acknowledging the horri-
ble - Suufulnefs of ‘his paft Practice. It isnot
enough that Perfons: barely ackmowledge the
finful Aétions and Negleéts that they have
-been guilty of ; there is ino doubt of their ac~

kno’w§cdgm'g them if they remeinber them ; for
-it is not. poffible that they can deny thefe
-Things before God whatever they fnay do to
‘Men; fo far as their Memory ferves them they
:can’t. but be felf confcious of what they have
“done or not done ; but they muft acknowledge
‘and be fenfible of their Sinfulnefs and Wick-

ednefs- in thefe Aétions and Omiffions. That
the general Courfe of their Praice has been &
-Courfe of wicked Rebellion and Difobedience
againft:God. While Sinners continuc 10 juftify
-their Praftices, and tho’ they will confefs in
-general Terms that they are very finful Creas
‘tures yet will bardly acknowledge it in any
one particular Inflancey or if fome. inward ac-
‘knowledgments of their. Sin in fome or many
pasticular Things be extorted :from them by the
-Eight of their. Confciences, while they: endea:
-your fill to leflen the Sinfulnefs ef theic Things
in their own View, to make it appear as very
littde dnd trivial, .er always plead Excufes and
-make Apologies for.themfelves to their  Confciz
€nces,. 'f?; fo-long-as it is thus with Sinuers
they arc far far from Repentance. And yer,
alas, thus it is with Multitudes of perithing
Souls who are rottitig in the. Graves, in the
Stench .and. Pollution of Sin ; they are willing
1y blinded :'by. the: Devil: w0 look -upon their
Sins as very Trifles:. This is but a fmail Evil,
and that is- not much amifs; the Effe@ ofchuman
Frailty, and the other Thing is not fo-bad as
many - ar¢ guidty of, 7. wifs I may mever do
SR : o worfey
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cocrfe, T had no ill Defigriin ity or it abas fush a Oke's
Fautt as muchy and niorey than mine, ‘and o it goes -
on. ‘Whart bafe and' contemptuous Notions have
thefe Perfons of the Grear .GOD; and his -
awful Auchority; who think fo lghtly of their
wiltul- and infolent . Difobedience again@t him
O'ye haughty and unhumbled Sinvers; your -
Notes will be' changed . in a little Time, and
unlef§ ye repent quickly you fhall feel thz
Weiglht'of thefe 8108 you  foolihly thought
fo Light; in everlafting - Miferics; Rom.- 2. 9.
Tribulation and Anguifs upsn every Soul o' Alam that
doth Euily of the Jew firft, and alfo of the Geutile.!
To you I would apply” what the.great God fays:
to Sinners of a like Stamp. Fer. 2 32, 23..
Grs® thois wwafb thee . with Nitre, and tike thee much
Shpe, ” yet -thine [miquity is marked before me,i faith'
sbe Lord God.  Eow canft thox fay, I am ms polluted 3’
£ bave wot gone " after Baalim? Ses ¢hy M ay intle
Valley, knww what thow baft dowe. "5 . 7 ol
;- gdly. 8hdmé is arothet Ingrsdient: in thid
Repentance: When a peor Sinner i comes 16
fee and {olemnly. confider Things as shicy arey
the infinite Gréatrefs and' Auzuf Mielly of
the eternal GOD, and the firong Bods that
are upon his Soul 1o live a' Life of Holy Oz
Bodience to the Lord that made ‘him; 0! howt
unréafonable;: beinous, - loathfome;. and vile
does _he then fee his Sin to be ! Efpecially con<
fidering how he.has pracceded.ift it againft fo
tlear Light; tetider Mercy, agd:awful Warn-
ing -as he has had ! Shame attd . Confufion co-
vers him when hie thinks of his irrational, bold;
and infolent .Courfe of Difobedience and Sin
againft Gad. Until Sinners are athamed of
their Sin before God; and their Souls blufh
tvithin them, lookingbuporr. themfelves as nrplol!
i : : vile
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vilte and ‘brutifh Creatures. for 'what they v
done, all their, Repentance is little ‘worthy
fhamelefs whorithForeheads fhall be firuck dovin
to Hell, Zer 8. r2. Were they ofbamed when they had
rcmmitte/ sibosvigiaticns 2 Nay,: ikey. weve pot- at alb.
albamed, neisker..coudd shey blsjhx ;. therefore fball they
fall amioug them. that fall, in the Time of ther Fifita—r
s1en they [hall be'caff dcun faith the:Lovd.

sdly . Anether Qualification-of this Repent--
ance is. deep .Sorrow and Gricef of Heart. . Q%
Sirs, a repenting Sinner is. humbled. .to..the:
Duft, the Springs of his Gricf are fet: open.
and many arc: the. ferrowful Refleétions of his
Heart, upon his paft Practice, crying out,- @h &
‘What have Idone ? Oh ! What a miferableipa (s
have I-brought my.felf to.by a: Life of :Sin 2
‘The Sorrews of his Heart guth forth- when
he confiders what a Courfe: of Life - he has
led, what a great and Sovercign .God he has
rebellioufly difobey’d and provok’d to Wrath;
when he takés a2 View of the fad- and difmal
Scene of, Hell’s Horrors whch ' he fees he de-
ferves w0, be caft:into, O ! then Sferrow and
Anguith invades, his trcmbling Hcart, fearing
left thefe be his everlafting Portion. Before thisy
in the Time of  his ftupid Carelefnefs, he
thought in bis Hafte, without any die Confid e«
ration; that thére was no.great Danger of his
mifling Salvation,..that Ged, fure, stould uct be o
erue) as v damn fuch an ene as ke ;- but now, when
he comes ferioufly. to confider Fhings and lay
them to Heart, and takes d deliberate view of
the Number and vesy heinous provoking Na..
ture of hisSins, O! then his Tune is alter’d ;
he is afraid that the Holy and tremenduous Goed
will eternally reject him and caft him into Hell
where he deferveste be ;- He fees it will be a
i ) - " wender
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avonder of Mercy indccg if)cver fuch a Wretch
‘as he be faved, if ever God pardon and glo-
xify fuch a Rebel: Ah! it can haidly-enter in-.
.to his Heart, he 1is afraid he never will ; and
this fills his Heart wich the deepeft Sorrow for
‘his Sins that have brought him .inro fuch de-
ploreable Circumftances: Woe is ‘me, awbat have
A dene? What bave ldone? Says the poor Pe-
nitent: What a mad diftraQsd Creature have I

cen? Why, O! Why whretchedq Creature
that I am, did I not confider thefe Things long
ago, and. not - have thoughtlefsly and boldly
gone on in a Courfe of Sin rufhing upon the
difmal Precipiece of the Damnarion of Hell ws
e Forfe rifbes into the- Bagtle? Thefe Confider-
ations fill the Sinner 'with Indigmation againft
himfelf, fo as to loath himf{elt in his own Sight
for his Abominations : Thefe Thoughts excie
him with the greateft earncftnefs to implore the
Divine Mercy, and o dread the .Cemmniffion of
Sin as Hell itfelf. . This ‘Repentance, the Great
God very reafonably requires of Sinners Foel
2. 12, 13. Thervejore alfe pow faith the Lord &c.
_The Parzble of the Prodigal Son, &c. - .

In the Beginning of the Difcourfc upon this
Head of Do&rine,.I fignified that there was
a Difference between this Repentance and thar
which is the Effe& of fanctifying Grace which
only is infallibly connetted with Salvation ;
and here, before I difinfs this Head,I would
juft mention one or two of the Principal Dif-
ferences, 1. In' this Repentance the Perfon
torfakes his Sin, and becakes himfelf to the
Ways of Recligion only from the Confiraints
and Awakenings of his CanfCience : But in evan-
gelical Repentance, when the Perfon has re-

~ ¢eiv'd the new Nature, he forfakes Sin and
T - Da praérices
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“pradtices Holinefs our ‘of Choice, freely, and
-affectionatelv, from - a renew’d and fan&ify’d
Will. 2.In evanuclical and faving e-
yentance: the Terior . and’ Dread of God's
Wrath for $in is chiefly taken away from the
-Confcience, by the Sinner’s clofure with Chrift
by Faith,- and believieg on him, but yer he
-hates Sin"and grieves tor it frym another and
‘more neble- Principle, a Setife- of its inkerent
‘Rafenefs, tnd a true Love to the blefled God
which it fhed ‘abroad i his Hearr, whence -he
is moft affcctionately enclinéd and engaged to
‘pleafe ang hounour ,{nim; and'is forrowful that
‘he can no better ferve him. Whenever Re-
pentance comes to have thefe two Qualificati-
ons, then it’s a blefled ‘Evidence of the Per-
fon’s being.a regenerate Child of God; and in
afavingScate. v it T '

Now, this - Repentanice: and  Humiliation
which I have been difcousfing of, is neceffary
‘for Sinners to- practice ih ‘order to theirRege-
neration, aid the true Converfion of their Souls
to God ; in order ta ‘theSanctification of their
Hearts by the Holy Ghoft, wichour which it
is impoff:bie tor them to be. fav’d ; For except &
Aan be born of the Spirit, kecamict enter: into the
Kincdom of God John 3. 5. nd quithout Foitnefs no

Dlan fhali” fee the Lovd Heb:12.14.

And now, Sirs, to make fome Application of
this Head, I' would propefe "to you this necef-
fary and important  Queftion, hate you eter
t/us <vepented 1 Pray pur the Queftion ro your
{felves and anfwer to it in your own Confci-
ences.  Have.not many of you gone on for a
Jong Time'in vain and fin-ul Pradtices, with
2 Neglect of God and {crious Religion 2 Vl:'cl!
Pl -.'~‘ ’ . : }‘¢n‘
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then, now I ask you, bave you svér #us ré-
ented {0 as tobe in the Way ot Mercy 7 What
fay you to it Sirs? You fee the abfolute
Necellicy of ic Luke 13. 3. Except ye rvepent, ye
Jball all likecrife perifh.  Nothing that “defileth or is
“unclean [ball enter int: the New- Yferufalems ; there is
anq:her Place for fuch, The Lake that burns avith
- Fire and Brimflone : Withous Holinefs, ro Alan Jhall
Jee the [ord. Have you tusn’d from your Wuys
‘of Sin and univerfully forfaken them and beta-
k=n yourfelves to the conftant Pradtice of Re-
lizion, according to the Diretion and Com-
mand of God? Are there not fome of you that
have never done fo yet unto this Day, but are
ftill perfifting in the fame negligent gebellious
‘Courfe 2 Let the Confcience of the guilty Per-
fon wimefs tp his Face, and wound his har-

den’d Heart. : :

Again, haveyou turned from your Sins with
free Confeflion of them before God 7 Acknow-
ledging in yourfelves that your Pradtices have
been irreligious, ungodly, and vile? 'Have you
been fo fenfiole of your Sins as that you could
put your Fingers asic were, upon your Sorcs,
and cry, pncleap, unclean? So fgnfible of them as
10 take the whole Guiltand fhame of them upon
yourfelves 2 Ah'! are there not fome of you
whoft: proud Hearts would never come to fuch
an acknowledgment ? But &'ou have been always
exculing yourfclvc's and leffcning your Sins, to
ftill the Clamours and Accufations of your guil-
ty Confciences: Tho® in general, you'll ealily
acknow iedge you are Sianers, yet when it
comes to Purticulars, there is no Sin atall, or
wery little to be found : Some wretched brutifhs
Plea or another you will always have to make
your ungodly . Fraftices appear to yourfelves
. . . - . . as
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as very innocent Things, tho” you can’t byt
know that you live -contrary to the Law of
God. Lo

_ Farther, have 'you' tirned fiom your Sins,
being deeply afhamed of them before’ God 2
Have you f{een  the bafe Brutithnefs and Un-
.rcafona{a}cr.cf's . -your Swpidity and boldriefs,
inaCourfe ot uin and  lreligion, againft che
firongeft Riglhis and jufteft Claims of Heaven,
and all the Light and Warning which God has
given you, foasto loath your felves in your
own Sight for your Iniquities and Abominati-
ons 2 Have no: fome of youa Whore's forchead,
that refufes to be afhamed 7 No: being atham’d
of the moft Impudent manife Tranfgreffion of
the Laws of the great God: Nay, do not fome
rather Glory in their Shame ? i e. their Sin of
which they ought to be atham'd : Some cf you,
perbaps, makes a beaft of your Wickednefs,
your Drunkennefs, Uncleannefs, Quarrelling
and the like; And don’t you Pride yourfelves
in your Sroutnefs againft all Admonicions and
Councils 1o be Rcligious ? In your. making
Light of the moft awtul Tbingls_ thar can be
Eropos'd to your Confciences ? This you think
cfpeaks a  great and heroick Spiric : Let
Children and the uuvcultivated Vulgar give
way to the Impreflions of fuch Things, but
for your Parts you have a braver Mind. It
muft be confefi’d it is Erctty great indeed thus
to {wagger it out in the Face of Almightinefs,
andmake Light cfthefe Things at which the
Devils Tremble. But O, you’ll Tremble as fait
as they by and by, unlcfys ye Repent, your
%:cat Spirit will {c brought down, whenyou
all be as dry Stubble before the confuming
Flame, fec Nab. 1. 6. B o can fland befere  Eig
' ST T Indignation
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Indignation, &c. Eic. 22, 14. Can thiné Hands bé
frong, &c. RS .

~ Inthe laft Place have youturned from your
Sin with fuchdecp Humiliation, Grief and Sor-
row for it as I have deferibed 2 Have you turned
from. all your old finful :Courfes with- fuch a

Senfe of your miferable Circumftances thercb{,s_
your Danger of the.cternal Damnation of Helly
as made. your Hearts to-ake and Bleed with+
in you ? {o that nothing con’d ‘yeild any Peace:
or - Satisfadtion to your diftrefled Souls, until:
you had abelicving View- of - Jefus Chrift the.
lorious Mediaror, and - fome Apprehenfions of
ving- :your Sins parden’dyand being accep«
ted of God in him, which Faich has Eeén'ac.-;
sended with a very fenfible fan&ifying- Change:
and Alieration.in your whole Souls ? Alas, are
not many éf you utidr Strangers.to this? You
have gone on_feveral Years in the Way of
$in and rebellious Neglect.of the Ways of God+
linefs, and yet have neverfo much as bad . your
obftinate Hearts bow’d in true Hnmiliation
before God ‘on that Account'; batare fill bold-
ly perfifting on in the fame Courfe. O Sirs, con=
ﬁydcr-wlzm a deplorable Coundition you are in,:
wherever you fic or ftand in this. A embly; yout
have a whole Life of vdry aggravated Sin and:
Wickednefs to anfwer and {ufter for, you are un-
der the-dréadful and damhing Gaik of all ; dot
onc of all your numberlefs Sinsis pardon’d or:
forgiven, and Death will Arreft your Souls by.
and by, and carry you into the invifible World
of Spirits, where (unlefs you are before brought:
out of your prefent Condition) you will be
caft into the Prifon of Hell, and lafh'd to the
Wheel of Juftice to fufter for all your Sin and
Obftinacy againft God, and flighting of the
glorious
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glorious Redeemer : There fhall be weeping'y
wailing, and gnafhing of Teeth to all Eterui-
ty. But perhaps you think youare pretty fafe
f{)r all ; the Improvement of twe br three Days
of Sicknefs upon a dying Bed, will fecure you
for Ercrnity without all Doubt ! O! blind and,
damning Delufion,:God.may then. be' as. Deaf
te you and all your Cries, as you ha¥e been
formany Years:to kim. What Infolence and
Haughrinefs is this.-in vile finful Mifcreants,.
to :think that the Great and Sovereign God
muft ‘be juft at their Beck and Pleafure ! They
for their Parts, have liberty to trample upon
his Authority, abufe his' Mercy, and fly in his
Face all their Life, but he muft be -entirely
at their Motion, and -encaged to Pardon themy
and take them to himfelf for a few whining Con-=
feflions of their Sin; and cries for l}vlcrcy.
when :they can go.on .in Sin na\lonfcr:' (o)}
bafo  unworthy. Thoight of God.: ke is 1o
Day to Day, O Sinners. if ye aill bear bis Voice
Lavden mot yowur Hearts.. . . ..

. . Ly b

- Rut I pafs.on to.fpeak alittle and but'a litrléy
to'the 3d. Obfervation, viz. That it is .brutifhy
frrational, acd Wilful for Sinners o go on
it in their finful Courfes, againgt all the In=
ftruékions and folemn Warnings of Ged's Word.

. Indeed; to Sitt againft Gody; . much more to
tontinue to do foy in any Circumftances is a ve-
ty* brutith Thing, in.as muchas itis moft Uns
reafonable : Obediehce to the Sovereign God
being moft juftly due from a rarional Crea-
ture.. The Latin Word for Sin, Peccatum, fome
fuppoic to be deriv’d from the Word Pecus, which
i shat Language . fignifies Cattle, becaufe tof

A\
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_Sin is to agk withour any regard to the juft Rga<
fon of Things, and. {0 to act like a Beaft.

"."But, how much more brutith and irrational
15 it for Perfons to.go on flill in a Courfe of
Sin and Rebellion againft God, who are favour'd
“with the clearef Lizht and . flrongeft Argu-
ments of his.Holy, Word, moft. folenly and
repeatedly urged “upon them : Arguments juftly
brought from all the Topicks.of rational Per-
fwafion, from --the . intrinfick Reafonablenefs,
zauty, and Excellenge of Obedience to the great
God ; and canfequently the unreafonablenefs and
. unfpeakable Bafenefs of Sing trom the cndearing
“and tender Obligations of Goodnefs and Mer-.
¢y, and fo from .that . amiable Difpoficjon of
_Graticude and .thankful Senfe of andeferv'd
¥avour; and from the Topicks . of immortal
Happinefs and Mifery in the Life to  comey
_ both which age Unfpeakable in their . Dura-
_tion and; Degree. . What will a.brute Beaftdd
_imorg than Djfregard all thefe Thicgs? and fd
_do fuch impegitgnt Sjnners. - Jt is poe to be ad-
,mir'd tha 3 ?gtc:}will_not be,moved by the
. ftrongeft Reafofls, becauf it hus not .4 Capucity
“of underftanding them : But what Account can
be given for fuch Brutithnefs'in rational Creas
otiresd Be aftonifh’'d O Heagens { -~ -

e e el f’.;";, « R {"?. X .
- The, Truth, gf ihis " Obfryion ‘hay. fufficis

© . ensly appear fromwhat hus been” fpid already up-
upont.. the; firft .. Head _of Doriney for if a
*Refarmation- from, _@,‘,__an;i garnefy Endeavours
_dn :feekiug nafier sthe Eavoyr gud Meicy of God,
may he_reafonably, sxpected “of Sinners, to

;% -Whom God,-has.font, the Mcllagst of his Word
.. far:'that, End,, then, ceriainly theid ; Empenitan~
oy and  Comsinuancg in Sip afisr | atl is moft

i e E' " “unrcafonable



( 26 ) ) .
- Unreafohablé, and confequently Brutith. Siits
ners perfifting in a Courfe  of Impiety and Fr-
zeilgion after fuch Means, I'm well aflur’d-
¢an never bethe refult of impartial Confid=ra-
tion, nor owing to the Condu& of Right
Reafon, but muft be imputed to an irrational,
brutifh; imperus, viz. mere Wilfulnefs. They
- doit go on in fuch a Courfe becaufe they
can juftify it upon a fair Trial to their own
- Coniciences, much lefs to the Almighty
- God, but becaufe they are inclin’d to ir, and
fo WILL doit. You that Live in # Courfe
of Sin and fecure unconcernednefs about yotr
" eternal States, I am well Pcrfw'adcd that the
_ moft planfible Defence which you can poffi-
bly offer for your felves wil not be able to
- ftand an_ impartial Trial, cven yourfelves be-
ing Judges; whence its manifet that you st
- wilfully and brutithly, and furk to yeur Cosrfe
- juft as the Hoife Rupbes into tke Bamle. Cou-
fider but the Reafons which I have brief-
' lé mention’d under the firft Propofition, which
God ofters you in his Word for your Reperi-
- tance and carneft Application to him for his
" Mercy, and then Try if you can find any more
* weighty to oppofe to them.

But farther, is it not irrational and brutith
for Perfonsto be chiefly .taken up about pre-
- fent Thitigs, and little or nothing conctrn’d
about the Condition in the Time to comd?
This_is the very Cafe of impenitent Sinners ;
and I may Atpcal to the World if this is
- not Adting like the moft fenfelefs and impro-
- vident Brutes in the whole Creation. ©! How
unreafonable and abfur'd- is this Praéticeand
Difpofition ! efpecially, confidering tha: in a
- liwtle Tinie your Condition will be unalte‘;-la-
H - .; - y

4
Y



€ 27 )
bly fix'd for all Etcmi;y, cither in compleat
Hasppinefs or iuexpreffible Mifery !

- Again, Is it not moft irrational and bru-
tith to go onin the Face, of the cleare@ Warn-
ing and moft awful Threatning, without Fear
or Turning? This js likewife the Cafe of im-
penitent Sinners among®t us. How dreadfyl
are the righieous Threatnings of the true and
faithfal God in his holy ‘Oracles againft impi-
ous Tranfgreflors of his Law, negle&ors of
his Commands, and flighters of his” Authority
dnd offer'd Mercy, and: yet (bold Mortals 1)
they will not' be deter’d : Yea, tho’ the ters
rible Threats and Comminacions of the great
God, the fovereicn Law-giver and ruler of
the Univerfe, may be often denounced in their
heariug, fo that they ‘might -fee. the awful Ar<
mopr of Heaven, as it were pointed at their
very Breafts, yer they brutifhly flight all thefe
Things, and boldly'Ruth on in the fame Courfe,
as'the Forfe tufbes ints the Banle. An elegant
D :fcription of #ke Hirfe's rufbing to the Banle, you
tay find, §ob 39.from-verfe 2t to 26, parti-
cularly accommodated to the Cuflom 'of thofe
autient Times; when Battles were generally
Fought by clofc Engagements, and fo the two
contended Armies violently rufh'd upon each
other. He Hpawztb in the Valey, and rejoyceth in bis
Stremgth : He gooth omi to- meet the armed Alen:
He mocketh at Fear, and is rot afvighted ; meither
gurneth be back from the Sword : Tko’ the Qurver:
vastleth againft him, the glittzring Spear and the Sbicld.
The moft awful Things will neither Reftrain’
nor terrify him, but en he will go.  Juft thus
it is with impenitent bold Sinners: You are
with a brutith Madnefs, ruthing upon the
ar Point of the divine Vengeance, and ro-
hing will hold you Bacéc. The wicked Stroscheth cku!
] 24
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tis Hand againft Ged, and Stretchnesh Linifelf a-
gainft the almighty : He runneth upon kim, even upcn
bis Neck, upan the thick Kcfles of k15 Bumklers, Ycb,
15. 25, 26, The Horte mocketh at Fear, i.e..
he defpifes all the objeéts .of Tcrrour, they
fhall not ftop .him: And ver. 25. Among the,
wariours Trumpets, he faith, Ha, Ha; Thus
do Suners.contemn and make Light of the
moft awfal- Threatnings of the grear Febovab ;
Leviathan like you; ]g.',augh at the thaking of
the Spear : But O Sirs, :you’ll not Laugh fo,
at the Suoke of ir: VWhen, God comes ta
make his $word red with Blcod, and that with
ihe Blood of the Slaiu, rendering Vengeance
to his Encmies, and -a Rev ard to them that hate
kim ; O, then you'll be .convinc’d of your bru-
tith folly to- your cternal Shame and Horror.

Thus, T think the Truth of this Propofition
js clearly manifeft, and-how, lictle Caufe then
Lavc obftinate Sinners, to Pride, themfelves. of
their great.Wifdom; or rather, what Caufe
bave you to blufh and, be;,atham'd, when you
think how you debafe yourfelygs to the Level,
of the bruic,Creation, pilely difgracing the
Excellency and Dignity. ;of - the human Soul;
It is no fhame for the Brutes to a& as they.
do, becaufe. they act according to the Endow-.
ments of their Nature, and are uot ‘capable
Subjeéts of moral Government :, But fure, it .is
a Shame for youto at like them efpecially in
Things of .the higheft Moment and everlafting.
Concern. I am  perfwaded that many fuch
Perfons .as I now Speak of, wou'd be fadly
atham’d of acting irrationaly in many ocher,
Things, of an infinitely lower Order ; and how,
comes it then that you think it no Difgrace to:
Conduct yourfelves like the unreafonable Crea-,
DA AR ; " tures
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tures in the Things of God and your own
cternal Interelt? Wherein' you pay no Re-
gard to the ftrongeft Reafons imaginuble. "Alas,
a Courfe of Sin and negled of practical Re-
ligion, is become fo general that this takes a-
way the Igunouimy ana Shame of it in the Eyes
of the biucifh World. .

Rut “the chicf Inference I wou’d deduce from
this Doctrine isthis, It informs us that fuch
prefumptious wiiful Siavers muft expect . to
meet with an awfully ageravared Dumnaiion
in the nexc World, uricfsye Repent in Earneft,
and God exiend undeferv'd Mercy to you
and rencw your unfanétizy’d Souls, and fic them
for his heavenly Giory, it will be more roller~
ably in' the Diy of God for Sodom and Ge-
merrab, (the Clies which the Lord deftroy’d
in his Anger for the moft unnatural Wicked-
nefs) than for yuy Aeatt. 11. 20, 24. Your Im-
picty and Lupenitency 1s of a more heinous
aud: aggravated- Naoure, rhan that of ciie Pa-
an Worid, who have never had the high
§\dvmtagcs which you are favoured with, and
therefore your Torment will be greater, in
Proportion to your Crime... This Curcumitance
qf Sins being comininied and continued ia a-
gainft the clear Ligh: and’ Warning of God’s
Word has a twofoid Influence upon the in-
creafing of Sinners Punifiment in Hclly vigz,
Phyficai and Moral. Fuft, it will. Lave a
Phyfical Influence upon ir: The Mifery  of
fuch Sinners will of neceffity be greater than
of others - from the very Nawre of Things;
for one Part of the l\z’i{'cry of the Damncd,
confiits in_the cutting and terrible Reflcétions
of their Confciences upon themfelves tor the
folly and madacfs which they have been
. o T guilty
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guilty of in their paft z'life in this World, for
which they now fuffer ; but fuch Go!pel Sin-
ners wiil havea far higher Degree of brutith
wilfulnefs and aftronted Boldnefs, againft God
to charge themfelves wich ; and therefore
their Remorfe of this kind will naturally of
neceflity, be more Deep and Peircing ihe
Worim that never Dics,” an accufing ‘tormen-’
. ting Conftience, will gnaw more fharply up-
on their Hearts.

Secendly, A continuance in a Courfe of Sin
afcer all the Coyncils and Argumen:s of the
Word of God that are ufed with Sinners
will have a moral Influence upon the heighren=
ing of their Damnation ; in as much as there-
by they are render'd ‘more heinous Sinners;
as you have feen made Evident: The Higher
Advanrages Perfons enjoy for livinga Relgi-
cus Liic, the more thoroughly and folemnly
Sinners are dezlt by the Metlages of God’s
Word, the mere criminal is their Impeni-
teucy : The Henious bafe qualiiies of their Sins,
fuch as brutith wilfulnefs, contempt of God,
&ec. are much more ag, ravated, {o that they
deferve a greater Pusithment; and juftice will
undoubtedly diftinguith the Degrees ~of Pu-
nithment, according to the Degrees of Mey
rit. O thou wilful and incorrigible Sinner,
confider what a terrible agFravated Damnati-
on thou deferveft and art like to meet with
in a littdle Time, for thy brutithnefs, and hea-
ven daring Infolence, in paying no Regard to
all -the Councils, Arguments, and Threarnings
of the cternal God. O confider, and Tremblie
at the Thought ; humble thy obftinate and’
rebellions Heartr in- Time before the God that’
made thee, before he Tear thee in Pieces when
there fhall be none to deliver ; apd be not (any

A ) longer
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fohger) like the Forfe or she Mule which Eave m
Underflonding, Pfal. 32. 9. And you wao think
thac your iin is fo fmall and trivial, confi-
der thefe Thingsand fee your blind Miftake.

But I haften to the 4th ard lat Propofi-
tion, which i¢, that Sinners going on in their
finful Courfes, are rathing upon the moft ter-
tible Dangers and Miferies. “And if nothiﬂﬁ
that has hicherto been fpoken will move fuc
Perfous, O that what niay yet be offer’d upon
* this Head, might awaken them to Repentance,
and fecking afcer God that they may be fa-
ved.

Upon this Head I fhall fpeak very briefl
to tig:fc two Things, and fopz:mclug:, it {
fhall thow you fome of thefe finful Courfes
tvhich lead Sinners to fuch terrible Mife-
ries.  And,

2dly, What thofe Dangers and Miferies are,
which Sinners in thefe Coarfes are Ruthing
upoil - C )

As to the former of thefe : In the firft Place, a
Courfe of more grofs and prophane Sining leads
Souls to moft awful and eternal Miferies: Such
as fwearing, lying, taking the facred and ve-
nerable Name of God lghtly arid in vain, Drunk-
ennefs, Quarelling, VEboredom, profanc Sab-
bath-breaking, Sccaling, Defrauding, Revenge-
ing, mocking and fcoffing at Piety and Reli-
ion, and all fuch efiormous Wickednefs : All
crfons who go on in thefe, or amy of thefe,
Praices are pofting direétly and fpeedily to
eternal Dieftructiont ; bound in fraight Courfo
fm Heu! . LT .
o g
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. 2dly.. Another Comgfc of deftruétive fining; |
is a Courfe of liceniious Merriment, Jolliiy,
“and feniual Pleafure. This is dircéiy con-
trary to that Sobricty and holy Fear of God
“which is infeparable” from true Chriftianity ¢
And I would ask fuch as are addited to this
. Courfe of Life, whether you can poffibly think
[ that this is teing #oly in all marrer of Converfation,
according to 1 Pet. 1, 15. Whether you can
“imagine that " this is that  Fline/s awitlout
, which no Alan fball fee he Lord  You can’t but
knew in your own Confciences that ij is not,
" 1f you would allow yourfelves to think jmpar-
tially and deliberately :' Is it not rathera cafting
oft all due Fear of the Divine Majefty ; and [i-
~ing without God in the World ? 0! Sirsy the
End of all Things is at Hand: Be jye terefore
| Jober, (and awatch wnto Prayer. The Llarp and the
Viol, the Tabret and the Pipe, and I7ine arein their
Feafts ; but they regard rot she P ork of the Lord,
neitker confider the Operatisn of bis Hards ; thersjore
Eell both - enlargea ker Selfy and opened ker J.cuth
" auitlont Joeafure, and their Glory and their A ultiude,
" and their Penrp, and be that rejoyceth [oall defcend in-
it Ifa. 5. 12,14 ’

~3dly. An habirual Negle& and Omiliion of
the pofiive Duties’ of Relizion, is another
" Coutfe of Lifé wherein Sinners are haftening
_to their own Ruin. “All praycilefs Perfons,
fuch as bear not ‘a religious Regard to God’s
_ Holy-Day, aid do_not attend upon his inftica-
. ted "Worthip and Ordinances. in order to ferve
. him ftand chargeable . with high . Difobedience
. and Rebellion againft God, in the Negleét of
. his Appointments, and contempt of his Authe-
. xity.. Is not the Sovereign Authority; of God
the greav Law giver as much condemued and
trampled
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Ty and vile in the(&' 3]‘?!: gf God : They have
Dever laid hold on Jefus Chri and embraced
‘him by a truc and living Faith for their Salva-
tion and fo flight the glorious Mediator
and crofs the Dcfign of the whole Gofpel ;
tliey do not truly Jove God aboveall Things
and moft afteCtionately defire to pleafe and
ferve him, making it the'great Defign of their
Lives, from a Senfe of their Obligations and a
Principle of Love, to live to his Honour and
Glory ; and thus the very Temper and Difpo-
fition of their Souls is dire¢tly contrary to God
and Holinefs: And while they are going on in
this unfancify’d Condition with fecure Con-
ciences and whole unconcerned Hearts as if all
were well with them, they are heedlefsly and
wery irrationaly going on to their eternal’ Ru-
in: And, alas, this decp fleep, unreafonable
damning Security wnd unconcernednefs (as it
may be jufty term'd) very ﬁencrally prevails
among Mankind : They are fo taken up about
other Concerns (and many of them very trifling
of no Moment even as to the prefent Life)that
they - dont take time. throughly. to confider
nnd examine the State of their Souls in Relatfon
to thé future World : But, s if that wére » Mar-
#er of no importance, readily take “it for granted
that they muft be in a fafe’ Condition without
ever duly enquiring, by the Rule of God’s
‘Word and unbyafi’d Reafon, whether they have
the Qualifications neceflary for the Heavenly
Stare ; and fo enjoy a very unreafouable Peace
Wod Quiet in their Minds againft the plaineft
Evidence. Thefe are briefly fome of the finful
Courfes wherein Perfons are going on to their
own Ruin and Deftrution, and that againft all
_xational Meane that can poffibly be ufed with
ahem, ewm a5 $o Horfo rafonh ipte she Battle,
Bury T - sl
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211{. What are the”Dangcr: and Miferies
which in thefe Courfes they are ruthing into ?
In a Word, they lye open and. expofed at all
times to all thofe Plagues and Evils which God
at any Time inflits upon his Euemics cither
in this Life or that which is to come: And if
they are not punifh’d with fuch fevere Strokes
of Juftice in this Life, it is not owing to the
Goodnefs or fafety of their State, or any Secu-
rity which they have againft it, bur merely to
the free and gracious Forbearance of God,
whereby fora Time he defers the Strokes of
- his Wrath; for God is angry with the Wicked ev

Day, Pf. 7, 11. And however they may prof-
perin this Life there is a folemn Time of Ac-
counts and Payments haftning on.  Put, more
particularly, there are two or three Dangers
and Miferies I would bricfly mention, which
fuch refolute Sinners are -apparently ruthing
upon. 1. Being judicially -given up of God to
hardnefs of Heart, fearednefs of Confcience,
and {o to their own Lufts without the leaft Re-

_ firaint. Thus God dealt with the Heathem.
World for abufing the fmaller Light of Rea-

fon, s the Apoftle infomrs us Rem. 1. Therefore .
Godgave them up to Uncleannefs, thro’ the Lufts of
their som Hearts, v. 24. For this Canfe God gave
shem up unte. vile Affeltions, v. 26. And even as
 they did not like to vetain Ged in their Knowledge, God
gave them over to g reprobate Aiind, to do thofe Things
awhich are not convenieng, being fill'd with ail Unrigh~
teoufnefs, Fornication, Hickednefs, Covatoufnefs &c.
v. 28. and downwards. Thus hedealt with the
Peopie of Tiracl Pf 81. 11, 12.bm wy Pegple
would nct besrien to my Foice, and Ifracl wenld sione
of me, fo I gave them up to their own Hearts Lufls,
and they walked in their pwn Council. This isthe
.. Copdidon which Gofpel-Sinners are lke to
- Fa - cowe,
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£owe into; andisft n%:t 3}3 awfully dangerous
onc? All Hope of their Converfion and Saltation
3s then almoft quite' gone.” Woe ity thim <whess
God departs from tkem Eof 9.13. 2. 'IA:_!'.utf'er"m'
dreadful defpair of Mercy even in 'this Life "is
2 Mifery which fuch Sinners arc in Dapger of
g:l’-lac Lord fome timés in this manner’ givés
fome Forctaftes of Hell upon this Exrth to iich
ashave thus gone on in Sin againft all Lighy
and Conviions, for a Warning 'and Terrqe
to others. Cain, $udas, and, in later Times,
Feamis Spira, Gobn Child and others have -beeix
awful Inflances of this. For all fo fupid, and
flout againft God as Sinners arc now, he may

s the Septence of their eternal Dainnajr;io‘z
an their own Bofoms yet beforé they dic, and
€aufe them to feel fomething of the ‘Defparati<
on and Horror of the Damned World. A wil-
ful ‘perfifting in the Ways of Sin againft ‘all
the E!.ght and Warning of the $ord of God is
sheready Way to this Mifery. ~ ' "7 7

dly. Ia the laft‘Place, fuch obftinate wil
Sﬂn #e rufhing ’imgo an awfull kﬁfg
wared ‘Dampation in the next Wbﬂig cip
Bajn and ‘Torment thro® all Erernity” will ‘be
Fnorge 'iq:gll‘c:,able than 'xh:t o: others, ;s has
been made appear upon the foregoing’ -Propo.
Sion. O! Sglms,‘l:v()ithbnta ﬁ%!’ﬁﬂg&gx:
ion £0.God this will be your dreadfil Portion
an a ligle Time: And can you think ‘of this
without a trembling Heart, ‘without any Con-
«crn or Diftrels; you know not how foor Death
may putan End tothe Day of Life, and that
aviil be arifind 1o all poffible Hope ; then you aré
drreiiievably .gone for ever if you are taken a-
sway in . this impeniient -State / You ftand 3s it
Wessapo thic very Bripk of the burning -Fur-
. . N . N 2 ‘v""" Foowhoo T i 4“13c0
- , L
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nce, ndboyﬁxon; od 'may be caft in apd feal<
2d’ up?;o Etcrmgy the’ “difinal Vaule of '
you know fiot ; i it notthcnofthehﬁl%ceﬁi
to tr gL) ei‘ca ’for our” Lives ‘while’ tberc
ore ya chct unib]e upe 't
dark ;ﬁuntams, and !on “fall ipth the Giilf'¢ o)
irrepa ? Is thcrc fio irreligiogs
Chnﬁle Pcrfon xn t]‘}ls Aﬂ'cm‘b“l tlnt is ‘rea
fh“ Tiime to ery out” with the'" t{c:'nﬁ'@‘
aylor, W#hat Jall'l"do 4 be faped ! i am g
ome tp the Coiiclufiolr of this ‘D)fcourﬁ, ;
iv'fiat moré fhall I"fay o rfwade’ bhlhna
ifhing Sinncrs' 1o awagec ont of thijt dn-
ﬁ.}fc’mablc Securiry and " f¢ck afeet G
i acod earneit'thar they may efcape
M’rath to come ; I have. fhown ou t'ﬁ; atur

of that chcntancc which” t 0 fer
3bout with the utmoft’” A m fccg
ing"'to" God for your Souls Sa]vatu‘)‘n ;s T ave

Ihqwn you fome " of tl?e i ong and \vc,lgh;
Reafpps ‘and Argun?cuts whic tﬁc Great G
iirges” upon ' you’- 1:;‘}:1: “Word "t9” perfivag
fouto it; the uniéafonable horrid ~ Brytigi-
nefs “and w'ilfu] Oblhnacy of our dxﬁcbard'-
ing them 'and’ oing”‘on ftil odr g ole
Qourfés | and the’ fioft awﬂﬂ tcxn fc Darlil
ers and Miferics whxcb you ‘dre thcrc
i’g yourf clves i to, and, o Su's, w:fl none
of “thefe "Thing s yhove you ! ‘What'a '
a;e joi of! il nothm% that ap beta #
ou pc ﬁ'wadc you from Death atid B,um
‘much’ '3 o’ feek' af(ci" jout ‘;v la 19
ap pinefs ! Are voufo_intoxjéated owu a Ibg
'to Sin and’ difobeying’ God' fro wh)ogn oii
ad your’ buub aud m]l havc 3 our%
i N ,aud Who Aloné muft bc ng’r ;Bpm; s.
}‘Ili,at “the cvc:laﬁmg Iniéreft' of our m,
& Squls will niot ovcx‘banancc i Ay
7 pefo v’d
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!;folv’d upon your oén eternal Deftrution ?

o fell your.deathlefs Souls to ecternal Pains
for a thing of nought? It any of you are
brought . to .a.Senfe of your miferable perithing
Can itionll;y a Life of Sin, and hearty Refo-
lution to feek for Relief out of it, let me
dire& and befecch you notto fufter thefe Im-
preflions to wear off and dic away without
?aving Efte@ts ; but endeavour to apply thefe

Things fill clofely to your Hearts; take.

~ the eternal Concerns of your Souls into Solemn
Confideration, and abftain from all your for-
mer Courfes of Sin and Negligence ; cry, O
cry carnefily and often to the Great God for
his pardoning Mercy in Chrift, and renewing
Grace that you may be entituled to and pre-
red for his glorious Kingdom. And one
hing I would have you very particularly to
take Notice of, «iz. To confider i all your
Applications to God for your Salvation that
if ever you dre faved and received to Mercy
it muft be thro’ the Merits and Mediation
ef Jefus Chrift alone and nothing elfe. If
.you lay your Dependance and Hope for Par-
donand ‘Acceptance with God upon 'your Re~
forming, Praying, and Repentance, yeu will
‘eternally mifs of it: For this is acting con-
trary to the very Defign- of the Gofpel, and
. new Covenant-Way of Salvation. You are
to obferve and Pradice thefe Things as the
‘Means which God requires you to ufe to feck
his Mercy and your own Salvation by : But
if guilty Sinners hope by thefe Things, b
“their own  filty Rags, and impure Righreoui-
"nefs to encline the Love and 'B‘avour of God
‘ towards them, they gay exgeét he will frown
them into Hell for their Impudence : He has

|
]
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eftablifhed anothér I?dcthod for their Relief
which is morc agreeable to his Wifdom, Bet-
" ter fuited to the glorious Dignity and Per-
fe&ions of his Nature, and requires that they
comply with ir, humbly and -thankfully - em-~
brace ‘their Salvation in that Way in which
he is willing to give it. ‘It ever God bave
Mercy upon you and be reconciled to you it
will be for the perfeét and pure Righteouf-
nefs of his own Son alone: The Merit and
Rightcoufnefs, the Obedience and Sufferings
of Jefus Chrift muft be accepted for youj;
there is no_other poffible Way far your Salvati-
on Sobn 14. 6. 4és 4. 12. Rem.}3. 24,,25. with
many bother Sériptures.- And if cwer you
have-a Share and Intereft in his Righteouf-
nefs and M:diation, and are brought into a
State of Juftification and Peace with God by it,
ou mutt clofe with him by Faith, reje& all
?[‘ruﬁ and Confidence in any Thing clfz, fly to
him alone for your Relief, lay the wholeWeight
of your Salvation upon his Mesit and Medi-
ation, and fo take him withall your Heart for
your only Saviour. And whofoever do fo
eome to Chrift fhall never be confounded ; his
faithful Word is cngagc’d for it: And there-
fore, O beg of God thac he would give you true
Faith to embrace the Redeemer, & enable you
to receive and clofe wich him in a right Manner,
And know that there isablefled and glorious
Change wrought in a Sinners Hearr, when
by Faith he clofes with Chritt, as to the A&-
ings and Difpofizions of it towards God ;
which likewife produces an anfwerable Al-
teration in the outward Pra&ice and Deport-
ment. O ye fecure impenitent Sinners awake
awake out of your deep aud deadly Sleep, out
#fyous delulive Drcams, before the buming
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you to, our, cn cs o, Chriff, t
av J Jﬁzy tl'c I 13 ,bloj.‘r efe
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