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T H E

PRETFA C.LE

§2°5°78 AM very fenfible, that the Subjei? of the

CA § enfuing Treatije, 1s nene of the moft accep-
g"‘ﬁ,l 8§ table in this Agey, wherein we are fo much
§£§{§ @§ degencrated and apzflatized fram the true

: Doctrines and Principles of the Reformation :
Yot being convin:ed, that it is mot only a Dollrine of
Truth, but alfo a Truth of great Importance in the
Lbrzﬂmn Syflemy 1 am willing to appear for the Defisce
of iiy wbat/ower Dif-¢fteem or Reproach it may e.xfw/}
me 13, from fuch as cannot bear te fee or hear it main-
tain'd with any Nicderation of Temper. It isa Delirine
with which jundry. sther Delirines of the Scripture are
fo infeparably conneicd, that thiy caniinty with any Con-

Silency, be mairtaincd u:tba.‘t it fuch asy Originzl Sing
ge utter Impotency, or rather flrong Averfion of the
human Will to true Holinafs, the irrefitible L{Fu:u.y
of Converting Grace, Free Juilification by the im-
puted Rightcoufiicfs of Chrift alone, and the final Per.
feverance of the Saiants, " Jt ¢s thercfore a fuclifh Buelisn
which fome afk, What necd is there for prcachm" up
this Doctrine, or meddling with it? It isnecefary (o
Sland wp for it, avainfi the Tide of Oppofitian, for the
Sake of azl tbgﬁ other Doctrines of God's I¥ordy, which
myft land or fall with it. - It i nceffary for brmgmg
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8imners off frem all Dependance upon themfelves, to the
meritorious Righteoufrefs of Fefus Chrifl alone for ther
uflification, and ts the fuper-natural cfficacious Power
of bis holy Spirit for their Sanctification. It is neceflary
for flopping every Mouth from boafling before God, and
that the apparent Heirs of Glory may afcribe the whole
Praife and Glory of their Salvation to him. It 15 &
firong Ground for the Confolation of Believers, and Ar-
gument for their Love. It is moreover meceffary for the
Gliry of God’s Sovereignty over bis rebellious Creatures.
On all thefe Aecounts ’tis a Dollrine of great Ufe, the
6t be not very agreeable to proud, unrenew’'d Nature, o’
may [3metimes appear awful to true Belicvers, when thr
Evidences of a converted State are very dark to them. -

It is now f:me Years fince I entertained Thoughts of
publifbing Something on this Subjett ; the chicf Reafen en-
clining me to it was, that there were [o many [mald
Piceces, in Oppofition to the Doltrine, in Pesple's Hands,
abomndirg with a great Deal of Mifreprefentations and
falje Reifoning, yet fair and plaufible to the ignorant and
unthinking ; -and fo few, on the cther Hand, in the De-
fence of it.  There s, indeed, a great Deal well writtes
upon it 5 but then 't is gencrally in larger Volumes, along
with ather Subjeciiy fo that People in ccmmin bave not
the Advantage and Benefit of it. 10s true, there have
been fome fmiil F eces upan it of late, of g:ad Ufe; Mr.
Whitefield’s Anfwer 70 M. Wefly’s bold Sermon ; and
ansiher An{wee tg the fume Sermon, done by an anoni-
meus Author, are both’very good, fo far as they go; but
1 jud7’d st meedful ta treat the Subjett morek[ully, and fo
bave taken a larg:r Compafs in fhewing the Reafmablenefs
of the Doclrinc, confirmping it from Scripture, and an-
Jwering all Objectisns, -

It is likely this Lfliy may come under the View of Per-
Jons of very different Sentiments about the Doftrine main-
tamned in it. I would defire all to read it with Care and
Arserpion, giving cvery Argument its due Waight, and
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carrying what you read along with you, from exe Thing:
20 another 3 fo that when you have read it thro', you
bave the Subflance and Strength of what ha; been faid
sn your View. If this Method be taken, 1 perfuade my
felf, that fuch as are mofl oppefite to the Dollrine, a
prejudiced againft it, will at leaft te comvinced, that i
ss not that horrid and menfirous Thing, which perbapsﬁ
2hey had conceiv’d it to be :  But whatever Influence this
Treatife may have on the Oppofers of the Doltrine, I hope.
35t will, thro’ the divine Bleffing, be [atisfying and com-
firming to others. I think the Docirine of Election may
be a comfortable Support to exercifed Chriffians, concern-"
sng the true Interefts of the Kingdom of Chrifi, at this
Day, when there is fuch fierce Oppofition made againfi
ghe Revival of Religion and Succefs of the Gofpel among f¥
us, tho it is the Doing of the Lord. Bold Men [fet them-
felves with all their Might againft it, and try to blacken,
st to the World with borrid Falfhoods, and odious maliciou
Reflettions : But God will carry on his own Dcfigns, a-
gainft all the [eebl: Attemps of Creatures.

I commst this little Piece to the Reader’s ferious Peru-g
{al, and the Bleffing of the Almighty Gad.

g  dinam ol uullh




~ The DOCTRINE of
PREDESTINATION,

TrurLy and Fairry flated.

Ty UPOn any Subjet ;5 and efpecially if it be
Ko/ _l_ IZE much controverted in the World, it is in
%QL% the firft Place neceflary, that it be exactly
-A “% defired, and bounded by its proper Limits;
that it be reprefented properly, as it is maintain’d by
khofe who contend for it, that fo both Parties ma
lhave the fame fixed, determinate Idea of what they
pcafon about, and fpeak hoth ftiil to the felf fame
Thing. Endlefs zre the Confufions and Contentions
hat are introduced into the World, either for the

ant of this Care in dcfining, and rightly underftand-
ng the Subje@ in Debate ; or for "Want of Honefty
n an Oppofite, when he will not kcep clofe to the

ery Thing, tho’ he doth underftand what it is. It is
e readieft Way to bring any Controver{y to a right
flue, rightly to ftate and reprefent the Cafe, and then
o keep ciofe to it, as fo ftated, and not fuffer another
hing, under the fame Name, to be fhuffled in, in

Place, thro’ the Courfc of the Argument. I{xvthis

av,

?}T’, 1% N order to fpeak clearly, and to Advantage,
2l



(6)
Way, fuch Obje@tions, as fuppofe the Cafe to be di

ferent from what it is, are cabily anfivered, by reduci
the Obje@or to the prefixed Limits, and fo thewi
his Amument to be Nothing to the Purpofe in Hand
And I think there is no where more need of this Ca
and Attention, than about the Dotrine of Ged’s De
crees, ot Predeflination, which is the Subje@ of thi:
fmall Treatife. I'know not any Dcérine more fu
rioufly oppofed, without being rightly underflood ;5 o
by being difingenuoufly and uncandxdly mifreprefented
I thall thcreto*e, firft of all, flite the Doétrine truly
and then defcnd and cnnﬁ'm it.

1. As to the true State of the I‘o&:me, it may
taken up in thcfe two or three Propa.itions,

1. That as God, from everlatting, was pleafed, i
his own free Sovereignty, to decree “and detelmlae, t
create this World ; and to mia%e Man in it a reafonabl
Creature, in his own Imaze, helv and upright, eve
Way fitted and impower’d for that Duty which wa
duc, from fuch a rational Creature, to the great G
Creator, with ful! Alilit. to perfevere 2and continue i
that happy State of Integrity ; and to enter into a Co
venant of Life with him, wherein all the human Rac
were to be concern’d and engaged ; and Adam, thei
firft Father, conftituted their ubT'ck Head and Re
prefentative ; (o that as he kcpt or broke the Covenan
they were to enjayv or lofe the promis’d Bletlings of it
And as God infallibly forckrew the Fall and [ranfs
greffion of Aam, as what he had decreed to permit
and fo the Depravi ity and Ruin of his Pofterity confe

ucnt theretpon, according to the Covenant 3 with al
eactual Sins which cvery Individual fhou’d ever
gm'r of ; fo he was hkcwlfc pleafid, of his own mer
(xrau: and free Favour, to dccrce and determine, t
recover and fave a Number, only known to himfelf
of that fallen wretched Race, thro’ the Meditatlon of
his. own ‘Son’s Redecming them, by anfwering t
Precep
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recept and Penalty of the broken Law for them ; and
o’ the San&nﬁcanon of his.eternal Spirit, makmg

m fit for and capable of glorifying and enjoying
im forever.,
2. That God’s determining and appointing to fave
y of fallen Mankind, or any in particular more than
thers, was not upon the Forenight of any Difference
hich he forefaw they wou’d makz among themfelves,
y the better Improvement of any common Helps and
dvantages, as the Reaioa of it: But it was purclv of
is own foveleign, free, wife Pleafure, and dxﬁmwudh-
g Grace.
3. That the reit of fallen Mankird, not thus cho-
n and ordained to etermal Lifc, he was pieafed, of
is fovercign, wife and righteous Plealure, as a juft
ing and Lawgiver, to determine to cave in their
n Stace ; and to punith them according to all the
in and Dil'obedicnce, waicl. they fibou’d be guiity of,
d cha.gezble with.
This is, brieflv, a jult View of the Cafe I am- upon ;
hich I Lope, with the divine Direction and Conduét,
maintain againft all the Arguments commonly op-
’d to the Doctrine. I canmiot indeed expedt, -that
his Reprefentation of it, will render it genesally ac-
eptable and agrecable, to thofe who have beea lung

udiced aaam(t it; but that is not the Queition,
hether we wou'd encline and defire to have it fo 3
ut, whether it be truly and really fo, whether we
u’d detire it thou’d be fo, or not? Many of the
ws and Commands of God are very contrary to the
NVill and Inclination of depraved Sinncrs; but

not the kfs truly the Commanda of Gud for that,
the Defence of thls Do&rine, [ wou'd fet fhrew,
t it is a reafonablq, and next, that it isa fcnptunl
rine; and fpesk to the Arguments which may

urged, both for and againt it, from both thefe

m«mmmm s
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II. 1. Thofe who oppofe the Do&rine of abfolu
Decrees, generally bring in a heavy Indi&tment againft!
it, as big with the moft glaring Abfurdities, incon-#
fiftencies, and Contradi@®ions to the very Light of"
Reafon : And thefe fuch as involve in ther: the grofleft
Impicty, and moft horrid Blafphemy againft the divin
Majefty ; as, that it is direétly contrary to, and necef-¥
{arily infers the exa@® Reverfe of moft of the gloriousd
PerfeQions and Attributes, which Reafon, as well
Scripture, teaches us to afcribe to the great (God ; that’
it makes him unjuft, and tyrannically cruel : Some fayl
(I dread to exprefs it) worie than the very Devil ; thati
it makes him the Author of Sin, chargeable with moft!
if not all the Guilt of it; tha. it makes him x moft!
grofs, hypocritical Diffembler, &c. But fure, it isi
not the proper Calviniftick Do&rine, upon that Head,}
that thefe Men bring in all thefe awful and thocking}
Charﬁ‘againﬁ; but fome horrid Compofition of their
own Brain, which they will palin upon the Calvinifts,
whether they will or no: Or elfe they juft refolve, tor
bring a popular Odium upon the Do&rine, by fuch!
vile, bold, and daring Methods ; to impofe upon fuch?
as are not well capable to rezfon clearly or clofely,!
upon fuch a fublime Subje, that they may abhor the!
very Thoughts of it. 1 readily own, that whatfoever
Notion infers any the leaft Imperfe@tion in God, isl
unreafonable and worfe than falfe. But let the Ac-
count I have given of this Do&rine, be but duly ana
unbyafs’dly confidered ; and then tell me, if there is
any Thing fo dithonourable to God, or unreafonable
in it: If there is, in which of the three Propofitions,
or Articles is it ? Is it in the firft, when it is faid, that!
God decreed to permit Adam’s Fall? But you muft
own, that be did permit it, that 75, that he did not
prevent it, f you own that 4dam did fall; and con-
fequently you muft own, that God decreed to per-
ait or fuffer him to fall 5 for it’ohighlyabfurdn&y:
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that he did permit it without determining to permit it ;
that is the fame Thing as to fay, that he took no No-
tice of it at all, till it was donc ; that it ncver once
came under the View of his all-comprehending, all-
difcerning Mind, how Adam wou'd bchave himiiif in
fuch Circumftances as he was in, when he did tranf-
greis, if left merely to his own Ufe of his original
Powers : But this is to deny Ged’s infinite and bounde
les Perfeltion. Wil then, if he had tmis view and
Knowledge of what Adam wou'd do in fuch 2 Cufe,
if thus left to himfelf; thar i;, that he wou’d fin
he detcrmin’d either to hinder or fuffer it, t¢ ~revent
or permit it. It’s manifeft he did not dctermiue to
prevent it, forif fo, it wou’d nc* have been: .\nd his
not determining or decreeing to j:ievent i.. when he
infallibly knew it wou’d be it he did ner, was decrece
ing to permit it. And then, uvpon this Duree to
permit the Fall, proceeded (God’s certain lForeknow-
ledge of it, as future. Moreover, this permiffive De-
cree, and Foreknowledge of Man's Tranfgreifionand A-
poftacy, plainly appears, from God’s having foreoruain’d
a Redeemer before the Foundation of the World, as
acccording to 1 Pet. i. 18,19,20. And now, fecing thefe
Things are plainly fo, viz. That God did thus deter-
mine to permit the Fall of Man, which, in his perfect
and boundlefs Knowledge, he faw would be, if he did
not hinder it by his immediate, fuper-added Influence 3
and confequently forefaw it, asa Thing that wou'd
furely be; fo plain, that he muft have a ftrange Art
of managing his Reafon, who will caretully follow thefe
few Steps I have here taken, and not be conftrain’d to
yield his Aflent : Then furely one would think, there
was more Reverence and Honour due to the great and
glorious Majefty of God, than for any poor Worms
of she Dufl, to bring in their bold Cbarges againft him
here ; and fay, that for thefe Things he is the Author
of Sin, cither in that he cw};tcd Man at all, ¢rin thae

he
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he did not prevent his Sin, when he could have donei
it. Who art thou, O Man, that replieft againft Ged
Surely it becomes us, to entertain more honourable,
exalting Tho’ts of God, than to give the leaft Way tj

fuch a vile Suggeftion ; even fuppofing our poor Mole
Eyes fhould not be able to difcern, to our Satisfaétion,

how it could be otherwife. We mav, on the one
Hand, be clearly aflured of God’s permiffive Decree,
and certain Foreknowledge of Man’s Sin; and on the:
other Hand, as well aflured, that he is effentially, and
infinitely holy : And tho’ we fhould not be able to rcj
eoncile thefe together, yet hc can; and that ough

to filence and fatisfy us: It does not well befit us, toj
put eurfelves upon a Par with him ; and think, that
he can know Nothing, but what we muft know tooi

But yet, I fee no Need of leaving the Cafe at this Iffuej
neither : For how unreafonable and rnidiculous is th
Ground of the Charge? God did not purpofe and de-§
termine to prevent Adam’s Sinning, when it was eafy¢
his Power to have prevented it ; well, and what then?
Did not the Lord give him fufficient Power to have
prevented it himfelf? And was not this enough to fres|
the kind Creator from all Blame in the Cafc? Cannoty
God make a Creature perfeét, and compleat in its Or-;
der and Rank, endowed with full Ability and Pow
to preferve its Glory unftain’d, and put it in a State}
of Probation and Trial, without a criminal Charge ?j
Muft he be call’d to anfwer at the Creature’s Bar, fory
its own Mifcarriage and voluntary Rebellion, in fuch,
a Cafe? Indeed, if we maintained, that God did not".
give Adam fufficient Power to preferve his Fidelity,,
and withftand the Temptation ; or that God, by his!
immediate Energy, overpower’d him toa Compliance 3
then I confefs, there would be no ftanding before the;
Argument : But as we aflert no fuch Thing, nor any:
thing that will afford fuch a Confequence, how unfair|
and incxcufable is it, to give qut a if we did? Which!
s
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is the Method of too many, either ignorantly or wil-
fully. And let me obferve, that the Arminians, yca,
Men eof all Sorts of Religions in the World, are nro
lefs obliged to anfwer this Difficulty, than the Cal-
viniffs ; for they muft all acknowledge, that there 15
Sin in the World, and that God has permittcd it,
otherwifc it could not be; yea, you muft acknowledge
vourfelves to have begn guilty of Sins, and fuch as you
nught have avoided. But dare you lift up your Face
before God, and fay te him, ‘I have done many
< Evils, even fuch as I had Power to refrain; but
¢ they are thy Sins and not mine, becaufc thou didft
¢ not keep me from them.” Would not your own
Reafon confound you with Shame, at the Thoughts of
fuch a male-pert, fenfelefs Speech to Gnd? As little
Reafon is there, whatever lefs, for charging the righ-
teous God in the Cafe of Adam’s Tranfgreflion,

Or, is it Matter of juft Prejudice againft this Doc-
trine, that Mankind are faid to have been confidered,
in the divine Decree, as univerfally fallen in Adam, in
Confequence of his Breach and Violation of the Co-
venant of God, wherein he was appointed the Cove-
nant-Head and Repicientative of his Pofterity ? But
fure yourfelves muft acknowledge, that all Mankind
did fall in Adam’s I'ranizreflion, if you profefs to be-
lieve the holy Scriptures : So long as the Fifth Chapter
of St. Paul’s Epiftle to the Romans ftands in the Bible,
it will be impoflible, with any Face of Modefty, to
deny it ; where we are told, that by one Man Sin en-
tred into the IWorld, and Death by Sin; and fo Death
paffed upom all Men, for tiat all bave finned. And that
by the Offence of one, Fudgment came upon all Men to
Condemnation, "W hen you fay, that all Mankind are
recovered again, out of the Condemnation and Ruin
‘which the Sin of Adam brought upon them, by Jefus
Chrift ; is it not an Acknewledgment, that they were
all once fallen, and ruin’d by it? And igafmuch as
. B 2 y QUL>
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yourfelves acknowledge it was fo, you muft acknow
ledge it was reafonable, and no-way inconfiftent wit
the Perfeftions of GGod, that it fhould be fo; or el
you fay, point blank, that God was, at leaft once
unrichteous. And now, feeing Mankind were falle
in Adam, which God’s glorious Perfeftions will n
fuffer us to think it was any Way unreafonable o
unjuft in him ; it neceflarily follows, that it woul
have been no Way unreafonable or unjuft in God, 1
he had fo pleafed, to have left them all in that falle
State, without reftoring any. Secing there was onc
a plain Forfeiture of all Rights and Privileges, accor§
ding to Law and Juftice, it was at the free Pleafurc o
the great Law-giver, to beftow them again “upon an
or not; unlefs you will fay, that our Recovery b
Chrift was not of free and mere Grace, but what G
was bound to order and bring about, or elfe oppofe hi
own Nature and be unjuft ; and fo, that herein he di
-what we have no Reafon to thank him for: Which
to fay, is not only a grofs Incoufiftency in itéelf, bug
fuch an Impiety againft God, that few, I believe
wou’d be fo bold as to venture upon it. It is ridicu
lous to talk of our being redeem’d, by God, out o
a miferable State, which it was unjuft for him, either
to fuffer us to come into, or yet to lcave usin. The
1s no need of a Mediator and Redeemer, in fuch
4Cafe. Then indeed Chrift is dead in vain. Thus fa
we have made our Way clear. Well then, I fa
again, if it would have been no Way urbecomin
God, if he had fo pleafed, to have determined to lea
all Mankind in that fallen State; no Man will fay
whe duly confiders what he fays, that it would ha
been any Way unbecoming him, had he fo pleafed
looking upon them in this fallen, guilty, apoftate Stat
to have made this Diftin®ion among them, in hi
exernal Purpofe; which I am defending: And fo th
-proper Doétrine of Predeftination, in the right Notio

. o
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it, muft be own’d to be entirely reafonable; and
he very-Method, for what we know, that (God (un-

fs he has told us the contrary) was pleafed to take,
But to make all this yct clcarer, T would give this
rther brief Account, of thc Reafonablenefs of Man-
ind’s partaking in the fad Fruitsrof Adam’s Tranf-
effion. [ would account for it, from his being fet
p, as their publick Head and Reprefentarive, in the
rft Covenant. If this Conftitution and Appointment
f God, was reafonable, then all that was natively
nfeqent upon it, according to the Tenor of it,
uft be fo ton.  To make it appear, that this Confti-
ion was every Way juft and reafonable, let it be
nfidered, that it was in its own Natwre adapted,
nd dire@lv calculated to the great Good and Advan-
of Mankind ; fecuring to them a confirmed State
Innocence, and everlafting Happinefs, upon their
rit Fatker’s continuing obedient, fo long as (God faw
t to leave him 1n a State of Probation and Trial ; fo
t none of them would have been any more in the
ger of a probationary State for themfclves. Adam
fufficrently impowei’d to manage this great Truft,
dewed with full Ac lity to keep the Coavenant ; yea,
ith as tull as any of his Offspring would have gtad,
thev besn to pa’s a Time of Trial for themfelves :
nd his Motives to Care and Watchfulnefs, were as
ong as theirs could have been, having his own eter-
Interef? 22 much engaged in the Cafe as theirs; fo
t their whole Stock, all their everlafing Concerns,
every whit as fafe in his Hands as they would
been in their own. ~ And feeing their Cafe was,
s Way, as fafe as if it had been in their own Ma-
t; and there was 2 rationsl Profped of a glo-
unfpeakable Advantage by it, tho’ there was an
Evil on the other Hand, in Cafe of Difobedience ;
fince the rational Hope, on the one Hand, was
grester than te Danger on tes cther, it was furely
a
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a reafonable, wife and good Plan; and which, Ia
fatisfy’d, we would all have admired, and praifed t
lorious God for, had our Reprefentative fulfill’d
%art of the Covenant, and wc now been enjoying t
happy Confequences of it. If fo, then how unreafo
able and wicked muft it be now, to quarrel with t
Scheme and its glorieus Author, on the Account of i
becaufe it has eventually proved, thro' our T'ruft
Defauls, to our Difadvantage? If it would have bee
juft, and altogether right, had he obeyed ; does his Si
and Difobedience make it wrong, and unjuft? O
Thing more may be obferved here, to frec the Subje
of all Mifapprehenfion, viz. That it’s not imagin
that the fame Degree of Punifhment is juftly due

Adam’s Pofterity, merely on the Account of
Tranfgreflion, which was due to himfelf forit. Th
far only is certain in this Macter, that befide our bei
expofed by it, to the various Miferies of this Life, a
Death itfelf; we loft all Right and Title to the Li§

and Happinefs which God promifed in the Covenan
and the glorious moral Image of God in our Souls, oz
our original Righteoufnefs: So that inftead of bei
now naturally holy and upright, we are naturally dg
praved and finful ; which is the awful Foundation a
Spring of our numberlefs a&ual Tran{greflions, wher.
by we deferve an awfully aggravated Condemnatio
I fav, Perfons, for their aétual Sins, tho’ they flo
from their original Corruption, as the Spring a
Fountain of them, deferve an awfully aggravated Co
demnation, orwunfpeakably greater than the Law d
riounces only on the Account of Adam’s Tranfgreflio
inafmuch as that Man or Woman cannot be found,
whom it could juftly be faid, that they had never
farther guilty of aétual Sin, than what was abfolute
unavoidable from the original Depravity of their N
ture. Thefe Things may fuffice, to cvince the R
fonablencfs of the Dollrine, of all Mankind ?el‘l
a
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n in Adam; and of their being confider’d ‘as fuch,
the Decree and Purpofe of God concerning their
rnal States; which, as has been- already fhewn,
oves the Reafonablenefs of the Doétrine of Predef-
ation ; forafmuch as God might juftly have deter-
ined, either to fave none, or to fave all, or to fave
ly a Part, as he pleafed.
‘lt farther, if any fhould yet be unwilling to yield
Reafonablenefs of Mankind’s being fo difinherited
f all their fpiritual and eternal Privileges; and their
ing liable to fuch a State of Mifery, by Adam’s Sin.
d Difobedience ; whatever temporal Calamities they
ight in Juftice and Reafon be expos’d to by it: £
Id prove the Reafonablenefs of the Do&rine I ami
iefly infifting upon, from Principles which they muft
voidably grant, if they are not loft to all the com-
on Senfe of Mankind. You muft own, that all
ankind, except Infants, have a&ually finned, whe-
r you own it to be the Effe@® of Adam’s Sinning or
t; All bave finned, and come fhort of the Glory of
od : That it is fo, in Fa&, is too notorious to be de-
ied. Yea, you muft own, that Mankind are natu.
lly inclined to Sin, and havc a ftreng Byafs and Pro-
nfion tbat Way : Thefe Things you muft confefs,
count for them how you will: And I am apt to
ink, the Scripture Account, refolving the univerfal
ravity and finfel Propenfions of the human Na--
Et, into the Tranfgreflion of our firft Parent as the

ufe, will anfwer full as well as any you cangive : It
ill be as fatisfalory, as cither Plazo’s pre-exiftent
te in the Stars, or the eternal evil Principle of the
tchees ; ox yet the Imitation and Example of Pe--
ins. However, that Mankind are fo univerfally
Eﬂfi:z of Sin, let it come how it will, is but too ma-
. Moreover you muft grant,. that they juftly de-
tve Punithment for their Sin, from the fovereign
w-giver of We tatiqual World;. to fay. ogherwife,
is

[ 4
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io to fay, that Sin is not Sin ; Sin muft be as good
Obedience and Duty, if the Sinner deferves no wor
for it ; which is an Abfurdity, a little too big to fwal
Jow, that takes away all Diftintion between mor
Good and Evil, and deftroys all the Notions of Jufti
in the World. You muft alfo grant, that God, fro
all Eternity, certainly forefaw all the 8ins of all Men
unlefs you have a God like yourfelves, who knows no
what he did not know before, by lnformation fro
others. Now, lay thefe few Things together, an
then fee if it doesn’t follow, by an unawoidable, logi
Neceffity, that God might juftly have decreed, an
purpos’d from everlafting, to punith the finful, difobe
dient Children.of Men, and not to fave any of t
out of their guilty State: For if God from everlaftin
forefaw, that they would deferve to be thus caft off an
punifhed ; then he might juftly determine to deal fo b
them, unlefs you will fay, it was unjuft for him t
desermine to do what was juft to 8o. - And is the Juft
nels of his determining to punith a Part of them only
according to the Rules of governing Juftice, lefs con
ceivable, while he determines to fave the reft, in
Way agreeable to the Glory -of his Majefty and
vernment, thro’ the Meditation and Redemption
his eternal Son? Thus you may fee, the Denying
Original Sin, does not overthrow the Do&rine of Pre
deftination ; all that’s gain’d by it, is a Certainty, tha
all fuch as dje in their ﬁ:f:ncy, were clefled to eterna
Life.: But then, they were not chofen in Chrift a2 R
deemer, not are they brought to Happinefs thro® hi
tion ; which is a Notion ¢hat doesn’t chi
very. well with the Scriptures, which every where
gfnfentmt‘lln Att9nexf:mt of(;l:ir&a dzo;lyw
;Vhichln:!hi:n:“is al&nb:"y;vtnt Proof of Origi
in, A s, 1 think, ve fusliciently clear’
the firft Propofition,
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5. In the next Place, is there any thing fo horrid
in the fecond Article, wiz. That Ged’s Decree and
Purpofe, to fave any of the fallen, apoftate Race, was
not founded uvpon his Forclight of their good Works,
and diligent Endeavours, a» the Caufe of it; but was
purely owing to his own fuvereign Pleafure and Grace.
This is a Senument fo far from being unrealonable,
that 1 think the contrary @ plainly fc, abfolutely con-
fider'd, wiz. that the imperfe@, corrupted. and alto-
gether felifh Endeavouts, of rebellious, guilty Crea-
tures, fhould be of fuch Ligh Price with God, as ne-
ceflarily to determine lim to fave thcm ; fo that he
ould be unjuft, if he did pot thereupon defign and
effeftuate their Salvation, Is this a Notion, either fo
very reafonable in itfelf, or henourable to God? And
et this is the Principle that muft be maintain’d, if the
Joétrine 1 am defending be charged with being, id
itfeity unreafonable. To manifeft a lictle the Unrea-
fonablenefs of fuch a Notion, 1 would afk, If an en-
ire and perfe& Obedience to the Law of God, without
be kaft Dete@, would be anv more than our Duty to
sim, - heis fuch a glorious Being, and we his Crea-
ures 7 If it would not (and no Man in his right Wity
ill fay otherwife) tin how can the very imperfedt,
ne every Way corrupt, and contemptible Obedience,
nat’s perfurmed by guilty Sinners, make it fo neceflary
or God to pardon their paft Difobedience, as that he
ould be unreafonablc and unjuft, if he did not ? Ac-
ding to this Principle, Pardon would not properly
pardon ; it would not be an A& of meer Grace,
rich Mercy, but of juft Debt. But who is there,
has the Front to demand it, as fach, for all the
Works that ever he did? 1 belicve you wou’d
nd bard Work of it, to bring the Netion into Prac-
ice, and very formally tell the great God, that * Tho'
you had finn’d againft him, and contemned his Au-
thority ; yet you Lad dong fo wcll fince, that you
™ wou'dn’s
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¢¢ wou'dn’t now be beholden to him for Pardon, you
¢ claim’d it as your due, on the Score of his effential
«¢ Equity, which, be would be unjuft, if he refus’d.”
It is moreover a Notion, that entirely fuperfedes and
takes away all Neceflity of Chrift’s Attonement and
Satisfaétion. What need of fuch a Propitiation and
Ranfom, if any thing that guilty Sinners cou’d da,
could render it unjuft in Gody not to fave them ? And
now, feeing thefe Things are plainly fo, it as plainly
and neceflarily follows, that it was no Way unreafon-
abie, nor unbecoming any of the. divine Perfe&ions .
for God t0 make his own fovereign, abfolute \;;ooa--1
Wiill and Pleafurc, the Rule of his | Determinations, of '
difpenfing his faving Murcies to any fallen, guilty |
Sinners ; and not their Works or Endeavours, Yea,
I'll add, ¢ is highly prefumable from Reafon itfelf,
and feems to he its very Diclate, that this was actually
the Way of God’s Proceeding in the Cafe; as what
was moft fuitable to his independent’ Sovereignty, for
the maintaining, and llluftration of his exalted Glory ;
and to abafe the Pride of all Flefh, that none fhould
glory in his Prefence; but as it is written, He that
gloriethy fhould glory in the . Lord alome: That his re-
deem’d and faved People, thould forever afcribe the
whole Glory and Praife to his fovereign, free, diftin.
guithing Grace, This Method, in the Cafe, was pro-
ceeding like a God ; as becomes the fupream JEHO-
VAH : Exajts both his own Glory, and the Happinefs
of faved Sipners, to the h:gheﬁ while they are ever
fepﬁblq that as he might juftly have faved none, fo

have Nothing to afcnbe to themfclves in the Mat-
ter, why he faved them more than any others. Hence
their Hearts beat high with the tendercft, fweeteft Re-
fentments of Love and Wonder, with the higheft
Afcriptions of Glory and Praife, to him that fits upon
the Throne, and to the Lamb,. forever and ever. S
tha, | bchevc, this Dollrine fuits beft with the Lan<

guage
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of Heaven, however it be rclith’d on Earth, It
we confider the hateful, horrid, and criminal Nature
of Sin; what can there be in any Sinner, to engage
to him the Love and Favour of a God of infinite
Holinefs, and incomprehenfible Majefty; in whofe
Sight the Heavens are not clean ; who charges his An-
gels with Folly 2 Now, tho’ all thefe Confiderations
make it plainly appear, that it’s every Way reafonable,
yea, moft becoming the adorable Majefty of God, that
the Reafon of his appointing any fallen Sinners, in
particular, more than others, to eternal Life, fhould
be wholly refolv’d into his fovereign Pleafure ; that it
fhould be entirely founded in himfelf, and not at all
in them: Yet I'm apprehenfive, that here lies the
main Ground of the Quarrel ; for tho’ Sin has made
Man extreamly poor, it hasn’t made him humble, but
much to the contrary ; the unbroken Pride and Haugh-
tinels of Sinners Hearts, will not allow it to be right
or equitable at all, that it fhould be altogether at the
free, fovereign Pleafure of God, whether to fave
them or not; unlefs they have it in their own Hand,
they’ll quarrel with God himfelf ; altho’ they deferve
not fo much as the leaft Ground for Hope, that ever
he will fave them. It would furely, better become
fuch Hell-defervinz Rebels as we, to be fo humbly
fenfible of our vile Iniquitics, as to acknowledge God’s
fovereign Right to difpole of us as he fees fit; that it
he fhould abandon us to Mifery forcver, it would be
but juft and right, notwithftanding all that ever we
could do; and if he faves us, it will be an Inftance af
the moft glorious, free, fovereign Grace and Mercy,
which he might rightcoufly have denied. Bat thefc
Things may fuffice here, to fhow that this Part of the
Do&rine alfo, ftands free of all unreafonable Abfurdity,
and unbecoming Refle@ions on God. And if you
wou’d have the whole Evidence again, in a narrow
Compas, you may take it thus, God, the great
C2 Creator
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Creator and Upholder of all Things, is the rightfu
Law-giver, and moral Governor of the reafonable
World ; confidering the infinite, boundlefs Glory and
Perfe@ions of his Nature, and his Right in and over
us, as his Creatures, our Obligations of Love and
Duty to him, are inconceivably great and infinite:
Hence Sin and Difcbedience againft fuch infinite Ma-
jefty, and Obligations, is irfinitely evil ; deferving the
Sinner’s everlafting Rejetion from God, with a fuper-
added pofitive Punitfhment. All Mankind, thro’ the
Sin and Difobedience of their firft Parent, are become
deftitute of original Righteoufnefs, and all Right to
the Life and Happinefs promifcd in the firft Covenant ;
and ail fuch as are preferved to Years in the World,
have finned atually in their own Perfons, and that far
beyond what was abfolutely unavoidable from their
original Depravity ; whence they in Juftice deferve a
tar greater Punifhment. God had as clear and certain
a Knowledge of all this Apoftacy, and Sin of; Mankind,
trom all Eternity, as after it aually came to pafs ; fo
that in his Decrees concerning them, he confidered them
as in fuch a fallen, guilty State, deferving the Execution |
of his vindi&ive Juftice; and altogether infufficient to do
any thing, that might in the leaft fatisfy its Demands,
for the averting of the Stroke. And fo, from the
whale, #t clearly appears, that God had as abfolute,
juft, and great 2 Sovereignty ovei them, to appoint
any Part of them for Life or Death, according to his
own Pleafure, asthe Potter has over his Clay, of the
Jame Lump, te make one Veffel to Honour, and another to
Difbenenr

And now, after all thefe Things, what can reafen- .
ably be faid againft the third and laft of the Propofiti-
ons? Whichis, That God determin’d to leave a Part
of thefe guilty Sinners, (viz. thofe whom he did not
chufe to Safeation) in their fallen guilty State ; and to
execute Juftice upon them for their Sins. To fay,

that
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at this is usjuft, &%, is to fay, that Jullice is In-
iltice, efe.  All 1 fhail farther obferve here upon it,
, how injurious and unfair Treatment it is, to give
ut, as too many that oppofe the Do&trine do, as tho’
¢ maintain’d, That God doom’d Men to everlafting
erdition, without any Refpeét to, or Confideration
d, of their Sin. We fay, That the Reafon wh
jod chole’ fome, and rejeted others, that is, thefo
ther than thofe, was not becaufe of the greater
oodnefs of the one Part, and greater Sinfulnefs of
e other, for all were Clay of the fame Lump, without
iy Difference of this Kind among them, amounting
» fuch Valus, but becanfe it [o feemed good in his Sight.
‘e affert, that none are doom’d to everlafting Per-
:tion, but for their Sin: But then, it is not the Rea-
n of the Dif«rence that is made between them, and
fc that are chofen to everlafting Life. |

Now, tho” what has been alreadv hitherto faid, in
olaininy and vindicating the Doltrine of Predefti-
non, might {ufficiently furnith 3 careful, underftand-
2 Rcader, with fatisfaltory Anfwers to the Objetions,
at are ufually fuppofed to be deduced from Reafon
ainft it5 yer, for the more full Satisfaion of all, I
li a hittle confider them particularly.
One Objection, that makes a mighty Noife in the
‘orld, is, ‘That s¢ makes God the Autbor of Sin. But
s as eafy for me to deny this, as for the ObjeQor to
ere it; and afferting is all he can do, if he obliges
mfelf to urge it againft the Doélrine, only as 1 bave
refentdd and exphin’d it in the preceeding Pages.
t fuch Objectors fhew us, what Part of it is juftly
ble to fuch a Charge ; and how it contains, or infers
y fuch Blafphemy : Does it make God the Author
Sin, to fav, that he decreed to fuffer £dam to fin;
n in the mean time we affert, that he gave him
ient Power not to fin; and only fuffkred him,
thout any Compulfion, to abufe his Liberty ? How

' ridioulous

Al
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ridiculous and fenfelefs is fuch a Charge for this? Su
t{:oésors feem to think, or elfe to be willing to ha
ght, that we maintain, that God eithsr did
aﬁ’ord Jdam fufficient Ability to perfevere, or that
his fuperior Power he forced him to Sin.  But iet th
Slander die with them. Yet I think T have met wi
an Author, that pretends to prove this vile Abfurdi
confequent upon the Scoré of bare Permiffion. I
.indeed would be a rare Art, could he make it do,
free the whole World of the Bl..mc of Sin all at onc
for if God cannot fo much as permit Sin, without
ing the Author of it himfelf, then T think we
pretty clear, and all the Dcvils too.  He proves it
a Simile : Suppofe a Man to be flanding on the Top o
very bigh Wall, holding a C.liid over it by the Ar
well, be don’t preﬁ it down, cr force 1t 12 fail ; but
lets it, go, and fuffers it to fall (if it wili, I fuppofe
and then the Demand is, 7/ hether that /Vm was
the Author of that Child’s Fuli, and D:ath? I thi
it’s no great Difficulty to anfwer the Queition: ]
lieve none would pretend to vindicate fuch a g
Murder. But then I would demand, if the Cafes
any Way like one another ? If this Simile is fupp
to be parallel to the Cafe it is brought to illuftra
then our Opinion muft be, that God at firft fo
held Adam by the Hand of his Power, as that it
impoffible for him to fin ; and then withdrew his H:
from him, fo as that it was impofiible for him not
fin: Whercas we ailert the dire¢t contrary of bo
Before the Simile can be made in any tolerable
grec fimilar to the Cafe, many other Things muft
fuppofed in'it ; particularly, that the Child is endo
with fuch a Power, as that it is as eafy for it to
in the Air, as to fall to the Ground; that the
has a rightful Sovereignty and Authority over it,
put it in fuch a Situation, and make it its indifpent:

Duty to ftand where he has put it ; that it hai c
n

r
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nowledge of its Duty, and Warning of its Danger ;
\d the Lke. Thefe Suppolitions I believe will pretty
uch alter the Cafc,
Another Objeétion, brought againft the Do&rine, is,
at it makes (31d cha: geable with the moft anjuf Cruel-
, and fovereign Tyranny, But 1 have already fuflicie
tly vindicated it from this awful Charge; unlefs it
g iniuft Cruelty to decrec. Juftice ; which is a Con-
adiction in exprefs Terms. Was it not juft in
jod, to make Man free, as well as perfe@ly holy and
right ! To appoint Adam the Covenant-Head, and
eprefentztive of his Offspring, as it has been ex-
ain'd? ‘T'o permit him to a&, according to his ori-,
nal Freedom and Liberty ? T'o permit all Men to
1, as they do? And to punifh fome of them, whom
pleafes, for all the Sin they are guilty of? If thefe
hings are all rightcous and juft enough ; was it unjuft
Goud to fore-2ppoint and determine them? Would
ofe, who oppufe the Duétrine of Predeftination, but
irly reprefent it, and fpeak to it ftill as ic is, the
ou’d furely be athamed to offer fuch a Charge as this
ainft it: And of this themiclves feem to be fenfible,
d thercfore they commonly fo manaze the Objection,
grofly to mifreprefent the Dodtrine ; as tho’ it con-
in’d in it, that God, in his eternal Purpofe, doom’d
Number of Mankind to Decftruttion, without any
onfideration at all had of their Sin, whereby they
ould juftly deferve it; or that he purpos’d, by his
efiftible Power, to compel them to fin, that fo he
ight damn them with fome Colour “of - Juftice,
hereas we difclaim both the one and the other, with
e utmoft Abhorrence, '. |
. Again, it is objeéted, that this Do&trine makes God
artial, and a Refpecier of Perfons; which is juftly
eputed a very ill Chara in Men, and therefore
annot in the leaft belong to God. This Argument
tems to be much depended on among the more igna-
- Fant e
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rint : But thole who make fo much of it, ought t
confider what that Refpeéling of Perfons is, which is
criminal in Men. It is their making fuch a Differenc
between Perfons, in their Temper and Conduét to
wards them, as is contrary to Right and Equity; o
Account of fome accidental Things or Circumftances
wherein they may differ from one another; fuch :
Nation, worldly Dignity, Relation, Gifts, Bribes, o
the like. And I readily own, that Parciality and Re
{pect of Perfons, in this Senfe, is very far frem God
He accepts mot the Perfons of Princes, nor regards th
yich, mere than the poor, Jub wxxiv. 19. ke i no
only far from doing Injuflice to any, but he makes n
Account at all of the little Diffcrences umong them
of Nation, worldly State and Condition, or the like
as a Reafon of any of his Iealings towards them §
And it is in this Senfe, that Refpe@ing ot Perfons g
always taken in Scripture, where-ever it s condenm’
in Men, or deny’d concerning God. And fuic thg
Do&rine 1 am defending, is fo far from inferring anv
fuch Refpe& of Perfons in God, that it’s at the fuil)
View diretly contrary to it. Yet farther | wouii ob

ferve, there may be among Men a favouring ot «n
snore than another, whicl you may call Refpecting o
Perfons, or if you will, Partiality, ot by what INar,
rou pleafe ; but it carries no ill Idea in 1t: Such, to
}nﬁuncc, as our Lord fpcaks of, Adatth. ax. wher
the Lord of the Vinevard gave to fome of his La-.
bouiers an undeferved Bounty, while he gave to other:
only wbhat Juftice neceffarily required: And this i
brought in by our Lord Jefus himfelf, for this ve
Cale (ice ver. 16.) to vindicate God’s making fuch
Difference among guilty Sinners, againft fuch as mak
this Objetion: And God’s Defence here, is unan
fwerablc, againft all the Murmurings of fuch as b
bas not chofen to Salvation ; Friend, Idoe thee no wrong
whaticever good 1 do to others; s st met laswful for m
S '



(25)
ds what I will with mine own? Is thine Kye ¢vil, bt
aufe I am giod ?
It is fartier objeCted, that according to this Do¢trine,
t is God s Fault, and net theirs, that any perifh; inaf=
wuch as it was ever impaffible for them to be faved, [ee-
re they were under an irveverfible Appointment to De-
truilion, before ever they had a Being. But wlat has
«en faid zlready, will eafily anfwer all the Difliculey
hat may feem to be in this Argument, ¢z, That
3od appointed them to be punifhed only for their Sins,
hereby they in Juftice deferve it: Amrd furely their
inning is not any Fault in God ; nor yet his appoint-
ng them to deferved Punifbment for it: But fecing
Il their Punifhment will be only according to the
merit of their Sin, their whole Deftrution will
roperly be of themfelves, and their own Fault, But
f any fhould yet foolifhly think, that the meer Ne-
ceflity, or infallible Certainty of the Event, would
render Sinners free of all the Blame of their Deftruc-
tion, becaufe it was always certain, that fo it would
be in the End. Let them try any other Scheme they
pleafe, and fes if they can rid themfclves of the Dif-
ficuity ; for whatfoever at any Time is, was®always
infalhibly certain to be, whether you allow a Deecree
toncerning it, or not.: Sa that you muft cither deny,
that it’s fo much as pcihble for any Creature to perifh
juftly, at all; or you -muft own, that the bare Cer-
tainty of the Event, that they will perifh, does not
free them from being the proper blameable Caufes of
their own Perdition: And its being certain by adivine
Appuintment, makes them no more clear of the
Blame ; becaufe the Decree only is, to punifh them
jor, and according to the Demerit of their Sins;
which Sins, it lays no forcible Conftraint, or Com-
pulfion upon them, to be guilty of.
Again, it is faid, That if this Docirine be true, then
¥ follews, that Gaid creatis Men to damn them, This
D feems
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feers to be a ready-hand Argument, almeft in eve
ones Mouth that denies the Docétrine.

Before we fpeak to any Words or Propefitions,
ought to underftand what is meant by them. Now
the Meaning I can conceive in this Scntence, &G
creates Men to damn them] confiftent with the

riety of Speech, is, that their Damnation is God
End in creating them ; the final Caufe and Reafon
bis bringing them into Being : And this imports in i
that God loves, and deiights in the Punifhment an
" Mifery of Creatures, merely as fuch, and for its ow
Sake ; which is a Thing moft blafphemous to fu

of him. To fuppofe, that the Mifery of any C
ture, ftri&ly and abftrally in itfelf, without any ot
Contideration, is agreeable and pleafing to God ; y
0 agreeabic, that he makes them for this very End
that he may have the Pleafure of punifhing them ; i
indeed, to reprefent him like the very worit of Bei
But then I would afk, Does God’s decreeing to puni
Men for their Sin, as they deferve, for maintainin
the Dignity of his Government, and thc fhewi
forth of his infinite Holinefs, Juftice, and right
Authority ; does this, I fay, bear in it any fuch Thing
as that he delights barely in the Mifery of Crea
tures, fo as to create them for the Sake of it? Ho
irrational is fuch 2 Confequence } But if any will ye
infift on it, as a juft Conmfequence, I defire them t
confider a little, how they will free their own Scheme
of it ; which is every whit as liable to the Charge:
Unlefs they have ftupid Ignorance, and blafphem
Prefumption enough, to deny God’s infinite Under-
flanding and Fore-knowledge of all Things, it is juft
as reafonable to bring this Obje&ion againft the Ar-
minians, as the Calvinifs ; and fay, that Ged creates
AMen to damn them, if he knows before-hand, that be
will damn them ; if be fore-knew that would die
impeniteat, in Unbelicf; and therevpes dx&e‘d
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ir Damnttion, before he has created them. The
ruth in the Matter is this, God decreed to create all
en for the Manifeflation of his own Glory, which
his End in all his Works; and looking upon Man-
ind in their Apoftacy and Sin, he decreed to lcave a
icular Part of them in that State, and to punifh
according to their Sin, for the Manifeftation of
Glory of his Sovereignty, Holinefs and Juftice,
d the right and infinite Obligations of his Authoritv,
a Law-giver over his reafonable Creatures. 'This
iew of the Cafe gives no Ground for the Chaige
tain’d in the Objection. Tho’ God forcfees that
kind will fin againft him, cannot he, noiwith-
nding, create them ; and determine to punith themy
rany Part of them, as their Sin deferves, fur the
Llluftration of his Glory aforefaid ; withcut being
Tclnrgablc with creating them, juft that he might damn
them ¢ To fay fo, is the fame Thing as to fay, that the
$in and Default of the Creature, muft bind up (God’s
Hands from doing that which is in itfelf every Way
reafonable and Right ; And in fhort, to fav, that right
is wrong. But I prefume, I have been long enough
on the firft Method prepos’d, for defending and con-
firming this Do&rinc: And that, from what has been
faid, it fufficiently appears, at leaft, that it is a Doc-
trine, free of all unreafonable Abfurdity in itfelf, and
no way difhonourable to God. So that Reafon hag
Nothing to fay, whv it may not be fo. And if in
the next Place we find, that God's infallible Word
of Truth declares that it is fo; this ought to puta
final Conclufion to she Debate, and fully determine
thec Controverfy. If there is Nothing in the Do&rine
abfurd, or contrary to Reafon, why it may not be o ;
then when a Paffage of Scripturc is brought to prove
that it is fo, we muftn’t be put off any mere with this
Anfwer, That ‘¢ whatever the Scripture mecans, it
¢ can’t mean Predeftination.” A great Aflarter of
D2 the
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the Armiman Dodlrine, I think, as good as owns
Reafonablencfs of the Calvinif Dolrine, 1 mea
Bithup Burnmet, when he fays, ¢ It is one of the Point
¢¢ wherein all agice, that (GGod might have condemng:
¢ c¢d every Man to have Perifhed tor his own Sins.
If God might have condemned all Men to Perditio
for their Sins, then furely much more a Part of the
only. But farther, Rcafon not only readily allows
that God might have form’d his eternal Purpofes an
Decrces, concerning fallen Man, according to thig
Do&rine; but {if duly attended to, without felfith

Prejudice) it feems, as has been already hinted, pow
erfully to periude us, that fo the Cafe really is, as be
ing moft becoming God’s independent Sovereignty ;
and mott expreflive of the abfolute Freenefs, and glo.
rious Riches of his Grace, to thofe that are faved;
whereby the whole Glory of it is fecured to himfelf,
and no Ground afturded to the Hell-deferving Sinner, |t
for any Thing, contrary to thofe humble Acknow-
ledements of his own Wretchednefs that well become
him : Whereas the contrarv Doétrine leaves Room to
the Sinner, to truft to fomethiaz in himfelt, ard af-
cribe fomething to himfelf, in the Matter of his Sal-
vation. It fets too high a Value upon the defpicable,
yeligious Endeavours of corrupted Sinners; when it
maintains, that God is thereby induced to receive the
Sinner to Favour, notwithftanding a'l his Rebellions.
And by thus reprefenting the God, whom by Difobe-
dience we have contcrun’d and dithonour’d, as fo rea-

® Expofl. XXXIX. Art. p. 169, F:/. Th's 2zrcat -Man manages the
Debate with the greateft Canlor and T'emper, ot acy I have met with,
of the Arm:eian Side ; and yet cven he, is far from dealing fu tairly as be
eughs, efpecially when he reprefents the Maintainers of abfi-lute Predefti-
mation, as Maintaining, that the Dxcree lays a compulfory Force on the
Crcature to fin. On this Mifreprefentation, much of his arguing for the
A riinians proceeds.  He lays hold on the Sapralapfarian Scheme for it,
and witheut fufficient Lvidence, pretends that the Swblapfuriun Schemg

ultimately sefolver and icrmina:ss in ths fame, as 1o reprefented, :
dily |
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ily and furely reconcii’d to us on fuch Terms, it de-
reciates his injie’d Honours, and takes off from the
nintte Malignitv, and due Horror of Sin, If Sin
zainft God, is looked upon as a Thing that’s fo eafily
smpenfazed 5 anl the Breach occafion’d by it, fo rea-
ily ade up, on fuch low Conditions, What mean,
nworthy Conceptions are we like to entertain of
od’s infinitc Pcrfeétions, and adorable Attributes,
hen the Contemp* of them by Sin is reckon’d fuch
fimail Matter 2 Bt
2. I proceed, with more exprefs Evidence and Cer-
aintv, to provetnd contirm the Doétrine from the
ivine Odracles, the infallible Scriptures of Truth.:
nt tere I thall frit prove, That Ged has appointed,
nd chion fome o fad-n Mankind to cternal Life and
lvacion 3 and that merely of his own fovereign
srace and good Ploatitre, and not upon the Forefight
f anv Goodnefs of theirs, whereby they would dift.n-
ifh thomfelves trom others, as the Reafon of it,
ext I fhall prove, That the reft of Mankind, not
hus chofen to Life, (God bas appointed to leave in
cir Sins, and to punith them for them, according to
he'r Deferts.  And then, I fhall anfwer fuch Obje@i-
ns, as are fuppofed to be in the Scriptures againft this
tine, and give the truc Meaning of fuch Scrip-
re-Paflzoes, contfiftent with it.
The firft Place of Scripture I fhall adduce for the
roof of Aifilute Electicn, is Aéls xiii. 48. where,
fter an Account of the Oppofition made to the Apoftles
aul and Barmabas, at Antisch; and the ftrong En-
vours us’d by fome, to prejudice the People againft
Do&rine which they preach’d, it is faid, that as.
ny as were ordained to ctermal Life, believed. Tle
in Senfe of thefe Words is, that notwithftanding ail
Means ufed in that Place, to hinder the People
belisving the Apoftles Do&rine, yet a confidera-
Number did belicve; becaufe God had ordained
them
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.them ¢to eternal Life, and fo gave them Faith to
lieve, in Spite of all the Arts of Men ufed with
to the contrary ; and therefore it was impoffible
the Enemies of Chriftianity to keep them in Un
lief. And this is perfellly agreeable to the Senfe
our blefled Lord, ;oub. xxiv. 24. when he fays, th
Sfalfe Chrifis and falfe Propbets jbow’d arife, fosving fi
Signs and Wanders, that if it were poffble, they
deceive the very Elect: Clearly implying, that
has ele@ed fome to everlafting Salvation, and the n
ceflary Means of it; whom it is therefore utterly im
poffible for falfe Teachers, with all theis Powers, final
to deceive and keep from believing in the true
deemer. If any fhould fay, that thc Reafon why t
were ordained to eternal Life, and had Grace giv
them to belicve, was becaufe they were mare religi
oufly difpofed, and better than the reft: This is n
only contrary <o the Scope of the Place, and t
Mode of exprefling the Matter in the Text, but
find, in the next Verfe but one, that there were
of the moft religious ¢hat believed not; we are to
that thefe Oppofers flirred up the devout (that is,
religious) and benourabie Women, as well as the chisf M
of the City, to perfecute the Apofiles; but they couw’
not have the fame Influence upon thofe whom
had ordained to eternal Life ; it was impoffible for 1
10 dezeive the Eledt,

Another very clear, and moft exprefs Paflage to o
Purpofe, isin Rem. xi. §, 6, 7. Even fo then, at ¢
prefent Time alfs, there is @ Remnant, according to t
Elestion of Grace. And if by Grace, then it is no mo
of Warks ; otherwife. Grace is ne more Grace. Bat
it be :f Works, them is it no more Grace. -------
ths * Ifracl bath not obtained that which be fecketh for
bur the Eleftiom bath obtained it, and the reft
blinded. Here the Apoftle obferves, that as in
Time of the greateft Defection of the People of Jfre



(31)
in Elijab’s Days, God had referved to himfelf a Rem-
nant of Seven Thoufand ; even fo, at that prefent Time,
when the greater Body of the Fewiybh Nation had re-
ie&ed Chrift, there was alfo a Remnant, according to
the Ele€tion of Grace, that did believe : This believing
mnant of the Fewi/b Nation, were thofe who were
d and chofen out of it, to Faith and Salvation:
And this EleQion, whereby they were thus chofen,
an Ele@ion of Grace. Well, you'll fay, perhaps,
you own all this, that God had eleted 2 Remnant of
the Fews to Faith in Chrift, and Salvation by him;
but then the Reafon of God’s elefting them, was their
Works ; whereby he forefaw, they would render
themfelves more vorthy of his -Choice than the reft.
t don’t you fee, that the Apoftle exprefly bars againft
ch an Imagination, when he fays, It is an Election
Grace ; and that if it be of Grace, them it is no more
Works : Or elfe Grace is not Grace. He tells you,
t the Election of Works, which you contend for, is
t the Election of Grace which he afferts: If it be of
whks, it is no more Grace. An EleQion of Grace,
of Works both, is a downright Inconfiftency, if
allow St. Paul to be Judge. Ifrael hath not obtain-
that which he feeketh for ; there were many of Jfrael,
were left to Unbelief ; that were foeking for
ighteoufnefs and Life as much as the others, that
re, notwithftanding, fan&ify’d by Faith : Tho® they
re thus equal among themfelves ; yet there was an
lection among them that ebtaived st, when the yeft
¢ blinded ; that is, left to their own Blindnefs, I
’t fee how the Do&rine of Ablolute Ele&ion can
H be aflerted in more flrong, plain, and exprefe
erms, than the Apoftle ufes for it in thefe Verfes,
can’t be faid, that all he means by the Bleiion of
¢ Rewmant, was only God’s Purpofe of affording
the Privilege of the Gofpel, and outward Means

Grage: For all the refk had shefe Advantages af-
forded
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forded them, “ds well as they, zccording to the Wor
of our Lordy Matth. xx. 16. Many were called, b
Jeaw, (i.e. a Remnant of them only) were chojen
which manifeftly fhews, that they were clected to th
faving Benefit of thofe Means, in Confequence «
which, they adtually did oltain it: When the ref
who hid,the fame Advantage of thefc outward Means
and were feeking for Juftification and Life as wull
they, did not obtain it ; but were left in their Blind
nefs and Unbelief. To conclude this Arzument, th
Apoftle here aflerts an Election of fime, out of other
to Eternal Life; and aflerts it ta be an Eleciion
" Grace, in fuch a full Senfe, as that it canmot be o
Works in any Senfe. . So that you may fee here a fla
Contradi&tion between the inipir'd Apoftle and tl
Arminians.. They fay, KleGion is on tie Account
Works forefeem; he fays, it 15 not. of 1Wirks, but whel
Z' Grace. They fay, it may be of 7 orks, qnd of Grac

th ; he fays, it cannot, witheut dcfiraying the Ivatur
of both,

For another Proof, you may lodk as far Back as th
viiith Chap. of this Epiftle to the Romans, 28, 29, 30
Ver. ---- All Things work tecgether for goed, to the
that love God, to them who are the called according ¢
bis Purpofe. For whem be did fire-knsw, be alfo di
predelinate to be conformed to the linaze of his Som, ----
Mercover, whom be did predcflinaie, them be alfs called
and whom he called, them he alfo juflified s and whom I
suftified, them be alfo glorified. 'I'hote whom the A
poftle terms the Called, according to Go@'s Purpsfe, |
tells us, ver. 28. are thofe that love God ; and wer. 30
they are thofe who are juffified; and in the Eqd, wi
be as furcly glorified. So that by Calling here, t
Apoftle means, being called cffectually, to Faith a
Holinefs, by the Spirit of God, or [aving Cenverfi
And he tells' us, that thofe who are thus effeftuall

ealled, and converted by God in Time, arc fo callb
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him, in Purfuance of his precesding Purpefe and
ecree concesging them ; for they are called accords
o bis Purpefe. He predeflinated, or fore-appoin
m to be conformed to the Image of bis 8en; to
ade like Chrift in Holinefs. And.as this Purpofe
d Fore-appointment of God, made their San&tifica~
ion and Juftification infallibly cerain; fo it equally
ures their final Glorification. For whom be did pre-
tftinate, tiem be called, juflified, and glerified. And
thofe who are [-edeftinated, and fore-appointed of.
God to Holinefs and Happinefs, are faid to be thofe
hom he forcknew: By God’s Foreknowing them,
we are not to underftand, his having a bare, fpeculative
Foreknowledge of them, and of what they would be
before their effeual Calling; for in this Senfe he fore-
ew all others, as well as them ; but his having had
fpecial Love to them, and gracious Defign to da
them good, beyond the reft of Mankind: Or it figni~
Bies his fore-knowing them as his own ; as thole whom
be had chofen, and diftinguifhed for himfelf, in his
ernal Purpofe, according to what is faid, 2 Tim. ii.
19. The Lord Anoweth them that are bis, Thus you
fee, this .Place is a clear Proof of an EleQion and
Predeftination to Grace and Salvation; and that re-
efented fo fovereign, and entirely of God, as not ta
founded on any Qualification in the Creature: Ene
furing both the Sinner’s true Comverfiss to Holinefs,
ind his final Perfeverance to the heavenly Glory : And
this, according to God’s Purpofe, and not theic:
'il‘ thnag&ment or Behaviour.
| e gth Chapter of th® Epiftle is very plain and
exprefs on this Argument. Eﬁn the Beginning of it,
Apoftle fpeaks with Reference to the Unbelief of
general Part of the Fewifh Nation, their Reje&tion
the truc Meffiah ; declaring his great Grief on that
Account. And then in the 6th Ver. he comes to fpeak,
a Difficulty whigh feem’d to eccur, conccr(l;li;ldg
o

-
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God’s ledving the main Body of the Fews to Unbelid
and fo cafting themr off from béing anydonger his P
ple, taken from his Word of Promife to Abrabangll
and often afterwards, tha: be would be a God to b
and to bis Seed after bim forever. It would feem,
that Time, when God had caft off that People, all
a very fmall Remnant, and removed his Church
e Gentiles, as if he had broke his Word, and
glromiﬁ: had not been fulfill’d, or taken Effeél,
this the Apoftle anfwers, that that was no Argume
that the Word of God had taked mo Effect ; and he clea
it up, by fhewing, that the Word of Promife pecul
arly refpeéted thofe of fbrabam’s Offspring who belong’
to the EleQion of Grace; faying, they are not all Ifra:
Ghich are of [rael; thatis, they are not all ¢
g?ml which God had principally in his Eye in t
romife, who belong to //rac/ by matural Relatton,
&xterpal vifible Union : The peculiar Jfrael, or Chi
dren of the Promife, were thofe whom the Lord h
éleCted and chofen among them to everlafting Life
and to thefe the Promife was always made good, whe
gxcr they were more, or fewer : The Promife, indee
cing a plair Intimation, that a large Number, belong
firg to the Ele@ion of Grace, fhould be of Abrabam’
Progeny, was the Foundstion of a vifible Church a
mong them, and gave them all a Right to the vifibl
rivileges 6f it, till they made a Forfeiture themfelves
t the Promife, in the Full Import of it, by Wa
of- Engagemént on Ged, related only to thofe w
he had chofen among them ; that this is the Apoftle’
Mearing hete; appears plainly fromi all that follows
For the IHufiration and Confirmation of this Cafe
he fiews, that God put a gredt Limitation upom ths
Sved of Abrabam, vo which he particularly defign’
the Promife ; id his Words to Abrabes himfelf, fay
ing; In lfaac Ball thy Seed be called. Hereby the Lor
Bgitificd to him, ching eher¢ was s griaicr Number o
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zn jon to be of his Pofterity in Jfaac’s Line,
it the Line of Jimiacl, or of any of his other
heopuld éver have, as he had feveral by a
fecon Mln‘;ge'; and tbqpfpu Gad would take a
more fpecial of Jfaac’s Offspring. And indeed,
po other Accqmt can he .given, for his diftinguithing
ncern about them, more than the e of 4, abam s
ofterity ; or for his affordigg greater Advantages to
one Nation than 3nother, at this Day, but becaufc of
3 much greater Number of his ele Ones being amo

them ; becaufe he knows whom he has chofen. An
then the Apoftle comes to give anqther Inftance of
the fame Kind, viz. the Daﬁm&non which God made
between the two Branches zf Jfaac’s Offspring, Ver. 10.
and Sequ. And ot ogly this, but when Rebecca alfs
bod conceived by ome, cyen by 5:0' Father Yaac : (For the
Cbildren being not ycr born, ueither baving deme any good
or Evil, that the P wrice of God qccarding 1o Eleiion
might jhml not of Wirb, bu‘ him tbat calleth) it
was faid uxto her, 7Z J rye the Younger,
Here the Apoftle Ihcws, at tho God had faid, tmt
the Secd of lbmbaq, 'which he chiefly intended in the.
Promife of being their Gad, was te be jn lfaac’s Line ;
yet he intendcd one Part of Jfaac’s Seed more than the
other ; which e intimated to Redecca before her Twin- .
Chxldrcn were born, ‘when he faid, ghe Elder fhall ferw
the Younger.  And thus he obferves, there was a diftin-
uaﬂ:mg Purpcfe and Decree of God concerping them
(before they had dsise any good or evil) according to E-
JJe&tion ; which Pufpofe of Ele&ion is aot of Works,
Jduit of b:{:: ttas calleth accu\rdmg to his own fovc:elgp
‘Plealure. The A Meaping is plainly. this, that
Gad’s chufing Facob, and a hﬂreat Numher of his Pof-
ter more than Efau or his P cnty, was pot on
'.A,c%mt of any good Works to formed by any
.of them, more than by the others, ,as the Reufon of
1§ #py mors than it was on Accoupt of ;aod Works
E 2 already

i
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already doge, befere they were born, when nejther
them{addoneeitbet or evil. St?,""tbo' the A
pottic’'s Werds very likely refers to the refgative Pof:

ities of thofe two Brothers, as well as to their ow
gzﬁ)m; yet they refpe&t their fpiritual “Intereft mo
than their temporal ; and fignify, that God had many
more of his Ele&® in the Pofterity of Faceb than
£fau, at leaft while they continued two vifibly difti
Bodics ; and therefore he took more Carc of Facel’s
Poflerity, taking them into, and keepihg them ina
vifible Church Relation to himfelf, while he (uffered
the Pofterity of Efax to degenerate into Heathenifm
and Pagan ldolatry ; fo cafting them off from fo much
~ as any vifible Relation to him, asshis Church: And

shis dire@ly aufwers the JApoftle’s Purpofe; which is
to fhew, that God had a peculiar ele&rgzed among the
Seed of Abrabam, and of lfaac, which he principally
defign’d, and referr’d to, in the Promife; and there-
forc it was no Argument, that the Word of God had
fail’d or taken no Effe® ; tho’ great Bodies of their
natural Seed were negle@ed, and feparated from his
Church ; and it was as reafonable to fuppofe the fame
‘Thing of Faced’s Seed. This Eletion, he aflerts, was
not of Works, but purely of him that calleth, as he
pleafes. And fo, ver. 14. and Sequ. he goes on, to
anfwer the grand Objeftion, which he faw wou’d
yeadily be laid againft the Do&rine, viz. That it
makes God unjuft, cruel, partial, and all what not:
‘Wbat pall we [ay then ¢ fays he, Is there Unyg btesu/-
wefs with God ? God forbid. For be faith te hiofca, r
will have Mercy on whom I will bave Mercy, and I will
bave Compaffion ex whom I will bave Compaffion. He
obferves, God had fuficiently anfwered the Oh-
jeltion himfelf, in thefe his Words to Mofes, Exed,
xxxiii. 1. Which clearly fignify, that «/ bed fianed,
and juftly deferved the Execution of his Wrath; and
#o were become Obje@s of meer Mercy, which he

mighe
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ht beftow or withold, according to his ‘own “fove-
ign Pleafure, without any Unrighteoufnefs : And,
d, this is the Anfwer that will  forever ;- ahd
rewith God will ope Duy filence afi ‘the Quarrel-
gs of haughty Creatures. And in thefe Words he
res, that as he juftly might, fo he really has re-
ed this roval Sovereignty to himfelf, of wing
ercy to guilty Creatures, juft as himfelf pleafes ; that
will have Mercy and Compaffion on whom be will,
rom whence the Apoftle clearly infers, ver. 16, 8
ben, it is not of bim that willeth, mor of bim that run-
b, but of God that fheweth Mercy. i.s. The Elec-
tion of any guilty Sinners, is not at all of themfelves,
s being better enclin’d and behav’d than others; but
together of God, whb beftows Mercy as he pleafes ;
will bave Mercy on whom be wil;‘Zam Merey, and
o will have Compaffion on whom be will bave Com-
affion.  But I prefume I need profecute the Argument
o farther from this Chapter ; it is fully clear already,
beyond all rcafonable Contradi@ion, that it maintains

very Do&rine I have undertaken to prove.
And it is no lefs clearly maintain’d in the firft Chap-
r to the Ephefions : According as be hath chofen uc ixn
m, (viz. Chrift) defore the Foundatlon of the Wordd,
Soould be holy, and witheut Blame befire him, in
: Having predeflinated us unto the Adoption of Chil-
eny by Fefus Chrifi,"te bimfelf, according to the good
Pleafure of his Will ; ver. 4, 5. The Eletion which
the Apoftle here fpeaks of, was more than a chufing of
them to external Church Privileges, even an Ele®ion
to eternal Salvation ; for he fays, God had predefiinated
them teo the Adeption of Children by 7?:1: Chrift to him-
:  And (as he fays, Rom. viii. 17.) if Children, then
irs ; Hn’r:dé[ od, and joipgt Hurs with Chriff,
oreover he defcribes them, as thofe that were in a
of faving Grace, ver. 3, faying, Ged bath bleffed
with af} fpiritual Bleffings, su heavenly Places in ;‘l}nﬂ
efus :

-
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Fzfus: And then immediately adds, According as
bgth c/){a us in bim, before the Forndation of the Wor
that we foould be haly. Their being bleffed with ali fpi
ritpal Bl (fings in Chriff, was according to God's for
‘omg Choice of them ; it was the Fruit of a graci
aad eternad Purpofe ¢o that End; and they were ch
fen, not becaufe they would be huly, but that th

Id be holy; their Goodnefs was not the Cau

the Efe& of their Ele®ion. And ver. 5. t
were predefiinated, or fore-appointed, o be the Childr
of God, mot according to their goed /Forks or Difpofitio
but eccording te the good Pleafure of his Will; not
their own Praife, but to the Praife of the Glory of bi
Grace ; as it follows ver. 6. And very exprefly,
the Gme Purpofe, he fays, ver. 31. In wixm aljo
bave obtained am Ieberitance, being predefiina:ed accerd-
g to the Purpafe of bim, who werketh all Toings aft
z Counfel of bis own l;? . We are not predeflinat
12 the beavenly Inberitance, fays he, according to t
Purpofe of one, who proceeds according to the Wi
and Behaviour of others; but according te the Purpo

of him, whe does all Things after the Counfel of bi

Auvother Place of Scripture, very exprelly aflertin
1 abfolyte Ele@ion, you may fee in 2 Tom. i. 9. G
3::.& feved us, and called us with an boly Calling,
according te ouyr Warks, but according te bis m Purpe
and Grace, whichwes given us in Chrift Fefus befor
the World began. The plain Mcaning of thefe Wor
if they can be made plainer) is, as it the Apoftle
t.;id, “ God hath faved vs. and cffeQually callcd
out of a State of Sin to Holinefs ; and ghis is nct ¢
$ be afcribed to any Works or Endeayours of ours, a
¢ the Reafon of it, but to his own jgyeroign Pur
¢ and Grace, or free Favour; which Grace was m:
“ fure to ys ip Chrift, by the Father’s Engagement t

[}

* bim ip the steraal Covenant of Redempton, befor
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the World bezan.” This is & natural and eafv M-
phrafe upon the Words, the’ indced they don’t need
y: I'm very fure, if they were found any where
e but in the Bible, every one wou’d readiiy ac-
owledge, they contain’d the Calvini# Doétrine of
etion. See alfo 2 Theff. ii. 13, 14. 1 Pet. i. 2,
ob. xv. 16. with many other Places of Scriptura,
ich it is needlefs to mention,
But befide thefe dire&t and immediate Teftimonies
Scripture to the Do&rine, it may be farther clearly
prov’d, from fuch Scripture Paflages, as declare the
Abfolutencfs and Sovereignty of God’s Proceeding,
in the effeCual Calling, and Converfion of Sinners,
o himfelf. H God, in the Regeneration and Con:
terfion of Sinners, proceeds in an abfelute, fovereigh
Way, calling whom he will, without regarding their
evious Motion and_Behaviour, as the Réafon of hiy
roceeding, on which it is fufpended ; thea his chu-
ing of them muft be abfoliaté, and fovereign s00;
fot alual Renovation in Timé, is juft the Fruit and
Execution of the eternal Purpofe; and therefore the
one muft exallly an(wer to the othct. Many are the
Places of Scripturc, which plainly teach us; thac God’s
fenewing and converting of iny Sinners, is wholly
[:::g o his foverelgn, diftinguilhing Favour and

Mercy, and not to any diftinguithing Goodnefs of
ir own. I fhall juft only fele& a fewr. What caii
)h mere Exprefs to this Putpefe, than thefe Words?
We. iti. 8,4, 5. For soc ourfelors alfd were [oMetiries
foli, difobediont, deceived, [erving divers Lufis and
Pleafieres, koing in Malice and Envy, bateful, and ba-
king owé amther. But after that ¢, Kindnefs and Lrve
¥ God oir Savieur toward Man dpy 1red; mot by Works
Rightewufnefs which twe Bave dome; but according to bis
cy B faved us, by the Wahing of Regeneration, and
PinewiNg of the Haly Ghoff. In the fame¢ Manner the
Apettis in the 2d Chapter to the Ephofians s

nd
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And you hath he quickened, who were dead in Trefpa
and Sins 3 wherein, in Time pafl, you walted accord:
2o the Courfe of this Woerld, according to the Prince
the Pewer of the Air, the Spirit that now worketh &
the Children of Difobedience. Among whom alfo we a
bad cur Converfation in Times paft, in the Lufts of o
Flefb, fulfilling the Defires g the Flefb, and of the Mind
and were by Nature the Children of Wrath, even

others. But God, wha is rich in Mercy, for bis gre
Love wherewith he loved us, e¢ven when we were dead
Sins, hath quickened us together with Chrift, (by Gra:
ye are fuved. O Sirs, Thoufands that are now in Hea
ven, wculd have been in Hell, had God waited fo
their good Works, or preparing themfelves for hi
Grace, before he hud laid hold ot thiem by convertin
Power. And what great Exccliency is there in all t
good Works (falfly fo called) of an unregenerate Sing’
ner, when he has dome them, to ¥ngage God to fav
him? How clearly is the free, abfolute Sovereignty

God, in ¢ffectual Calling, declar’d, 1 Cor. i. 26 to 30
For ye fee your Calling, Brethren, how that not ma
wife Men after the Flfb, not many mighty, not many no
ble are called. But God bath chofen the joslifp Things g
the World, to confound the wije; and God hath chofe
the weak Things of the Weirld, to confuund the Thingg
which are mighty; and bafe Things of the World, a

Things which are defpifed, hath God chofen 5 yea, an
Things which are not, to bring to nought Things that are
That no Flefb fhould glory in bis Prefence. Here you fee
God calls juft whom he wiil, among the guilty Chil
dren of Men: Some of the high and mighty of th
World ; but more generally he has ordei’d it, tha
thofe whom he defigns to call, fhall be poor and mea
in all worldly Refpe€ts: And the general Reafon is).
to dafth down all human Pride, that no Flefh fhould glory.
in his Prefence ; but that be that glerieth, thould gl

only in tby Lordy ver, 31,  ARd it is remarkable, bo
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the Apoftle alters the Term, after he had begun with
Calling, he puts in Chufing in the Place of it ; becaufe
temporal Vocation exaltly correfponds te eternal Elec-
tion, as the certain Confequent and Evidence of it 3
and the onc is as free and abfolute as the other, fo that
it was cqual which of the Terms he us’d. Numbers
of Scripture Inftanccs prove this Truth. What good
Works of Obedience to Chrift had Panrl done? Or
what good Difpofitions had he towards him, bcfore he
reach’d him by his powerful Grace, to induce the
Lord to chufe and call him? Were not great Num-
bers of his Nation, as good as he, left to perith in
Unbelief? What were the good Works and Difpo-
fitions of Alraham, more than others, when God cal-
led him, as he was fcrving other Gods on the other
Side of the Flood, with the reft of his Father’s Houfe ?
Fofb. xxiv. 2. of whom the Lord fays, Ifai. li. 2. L
called him aline, and bleffed him. This Argument is fo
clear, and certain in all its Parts, ‘that I think it
would be quite fuperflucus, to beftow any more Pains
upon it.

Again, the Doétrine of Abfolute Eleftion appears
from the only Way of fallen Sinners Salvation, as it is
laid down and declar’d in the Gofpel, viz. The Way
of believing only and entirely in the Merit and Righ=
teoufnefs of the Lord Jcfus, for a&ual Reconciliatiom
with God. The Argument here may be thus form’d.
That Doctrine, which leaves no Room for guilty Sin-
ners to reft and depend on any thing, but the Merit
and Attonement of Jefus Chrift only, for the recon-
ciled Favour of God, and their Acceptance with him 3
(the contrary of which, does give Room to Sinners to
reft, and depend alfo, on fomething elfe, for Reconci-
liation and Acceptance with God) muft be true, and
its contrary falfe, according to thc Scriptures: But
the Doétrine of abfolute Election leaves no Room for
guilty Sifiners to reft and depend on any thing, for the

¥ recon-
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reconcil’d Favour of God, and their Acceptance with
him, but the Merit and Attonement of Jefus Chrift]
only: And the contrary Doctrine does give them
room to reft, and depend alfo, on fomething elfe for}
it, ¢/z, fomethinzin them, or done by them; There-
fore the Doélrine of abfoluie Eleétion is true, and the
contrary D~Ctiine falte, according to the Scriptures.

The Scripture clearly teaclies us, to look only to the
Merit and Attonement of Chrif¥’s Obedience and Suf-
ferings, for atual Juftification before God, and Re-
conciliation with him: And it 13 as clear, that the
Doctrine, of Sinners being chofen in Chrift, and fore-
appointed to Juftification and eternal Life thro’ him,
of God’s mere, fovereign, free Grace, agrees very
wcl with this; it cuts ail the Sinews of Self-Depen-
dunce, and leaves the Sinner no other Foundation to
caft himfelf upon, but the fovereign Mercy of God,
thro’ a redeeming Saviour. And I think it’s as clear
again on the otlier Hand, that the oppofite Do&rinc,
of -a-cenditional Election, founded either upon thc
actual Exiftence of fome Good in, or done by the Sin-
ner, or upon the Fore-Sight of it to be in him, or
dosne by him, lays a Foundation for Self-Dependance,
and fo tends to keep undone Sinncrs from clofing with
Chrift in the Way of the Gofpel. This delufive O-
pinion makes poor Creatures fwell very big with a
Conceit of themfelves, and what they do ; when they
im~gine their Qualfications and Doings are of fuch
Price with (5od, it makes thcm halve the Procure-
ment of their Salvation between Chrift’s Righteouf-
nefs and their own, which he will never bear: It
makes them patch their filthy Rags and menftrous
Cloaths, to his compleat, unfpotted Robe, for a joint
Recommendation of them to God’s Acceptance. In-
decd I can’t fee a material Difference between Armi-
mian Proteftants and the Papiffs, about the Do&rine of
Juftification. And I find two great Biflicps, one of

¢ach
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each Sort, of my Mind. Says Bifhop Burnmet, in his
Expefitien (more propesly Perverfion) of the 39 Arti-
cles of the Church of England, Page 126. ¢ This Mat-
“ ter was fo flated by many of the Writers of the
“ Church of Rame (after the Reformaticn) that as to
“ the Main of it, we have no juft Exccption to it.”
The Bithop of Meaux, in his Expofition of tic Doc-
trinc of the Catbelick Chiurch, Page 93, after he has
been exphiining their Senfe of Juftification, and Nle-
rit of good Works, fays, ¢¢ And indeed we muft ac-
¢ knowledge, that the learned of their Party (mean-
““ ing the Reform’d) do not contend fo much of late
¢ about this Subject, as they did formerly ; and there
“ are but few, who do not .5 confefs, there ought
“ not to have Leen a Breach upon this Point.  But if
¢ this important Dificulty about Jufhncaticn, upon
¢ which their firft Authors laid all their Strefs, be not
“ look’d upun now, aseficntial, by the wifeft Perfons
“ amongit them, we lcave them to think, what they
““ ouglit to j::dze of their Scnaration ; and what Hopes
‘“ there wouid be of an Unicn, if they wou'd but
“ overcome their Prejulice, and quit the Spirit of
¢ Contention.” Thus we fee Proteftants and Papilts
cordially fhaking Hands, and agrecing azain, in on€
of the moft matcrial Matters of Diffcrence. And all
the Conteft remaining, is, whica Side has made the
'Approach to the other, Ve onc 1ays, Yeu bave come
to us: T'he other tays, Noy irt you bhave come to uss
And this, I oclicve, will be judsed but a fmall Matteg
for Bocthiren to fall out abuit.  [Towever, I think [
might venture, in a Court of Esquitv, to undertake to
obtain Scntence upon this Pica, in Favour of the Ro<
mifh Gentleman,

The lalt Argument I fhall offer, for. Confirmation
of this Dolrine, fhall be takcn from the declared
Scope and Defizn of (God in the Gofpel ; which is (as
it is highly reajonable) to fecure the whoic: Glory of

F2 Sinncrs
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Qinners Salvation to himfelf ; and forever hide Pridd
from Man: He affures us, he has fo concerted th{:
Scheme, and laid the Plan, that the faved Sinner fhalff]
not have the leaft Ground to boaft, or glory : Whic
cvidently proves, that Ele@ion is not conditional
founded on Sinners good Works or Difpofition ; buf
abfolute, founded on God’s good Pleafure. For upong
the conditional Scheme, the juftify’d, conversted Per

fon, has it to afcribe to himiclf, that he, more thanan
other, is in fuch an happy State. The Reafon can
not be God’s diftinguifhing Love and Grace to him
beyond others; but his own diftinguifhing Goodnefs:
For the others are fuppofed to have had as much Lov
and Kindnefs from God, 2s he; Whence then cam
the Difference that is between them ¢ Not from God,
tor he made no Difcrence; but from himfelf. An
does not this give fome (rround for boafting of himfel
in the Cafe ? To arrogate fome Glory and Praife to
himfelf ? But the true Gofpel-Way of Salvation, will
no:, in the leaft, admit of any fuch Thing. It is
crofs to God’s declared View, and Defign in it. See
Eph. ii. 8,9. For by Grace ye are faved, thro® Faith;
and that not of yourfelves: It §s the Gift of God : Not o
Works, lgft any Mam fleuld becaff. 'The Way which
God has laid for Sinners Salvation, is fuch, that it pre-
cludes and bars againft all Boafting in thofe that are
faved ; and therefore it is not cf [Jerés, but thro® Faith,
which is a Soul- humbling, Sclf-emptying Grace, and
a Gift of Gud’s royal Bounty, which he beftows at
pleafure, Rom. iii. 27. After the Apoftle has clearl
laid down the true Gofpel-Way, of guilty Sinners Ju
tification and Salvation, thro’ the alone Righteoufuefs of
Ckhrift, imputed in a Way of believing ; he afks, #bere
is boafling then 2 and anfwers, It is excluded. Not by the
Law of Wirks, but by the Law of Faith. All boafting
is entirely cxcluded, by that Method which God has
cftablifhed, And hence we may, with abundant Evi-
4 dence,
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dence, conclude, that that Do&rine, which affords
any Room for Glorying and Boafting, is not of God,
being dire@ly contrary to the Plan and Defign of the
Gofpel.

Having now, I think, with great Clearnefs, from
God’s Word of Truth, prov’d the Doétrine of abfo-
Jute, unconditional Eletion; I proceed in the next
Place to prove, That thofe of guilty Mankind, whom
God did not thus chufe to everlafting Life and Salva-
tion thro’ Chrift, he determined to leave in their guil-
ty State, and infli€ upon them their defefved Punifh-
ment. And upon this Branch of Predeftination, I need
be but fhort, becaufe it is abundantly proven already,
by the Proof of the former; for the one is a ncceflary
Confequence of the other. If God determin’d to deal
J with guilty Mankind, in fuch a fovereign Way as has
§bcen prov’d, making his own righteous, fovereign
| Pleafure, the only Rule of his Proceedings towards
them, then it neceflarily follows, that fuch as he did
| not ordain to Life, he did ordain to deferved Death.
To fuppofe an abfolute and certain Eletion of a Part
of guilty Sinners,” to be redeem’d and faved, and yet,
Jthat the reft are not reprobated er rejected, are very
inconfiftent Notions. For feeing all Mankind were
looked upon and confider’d, by God in his Decrees,
as under a righteous Scntence of Condemnation ta
Punifhment for their Sin ; then fure fuch as he did not
determine to deliver out of that Condemnation and
Ruin, were left in it, to fuffer the Law. To fay,
That they were all cleftcd conditionally, the' the others
were abfolutely, is as contrary to thofc Scriptures that
have been adduced, as to deny an abfolute Ele@ion al-
together. For they affert Ele@ion %0 'be univerfally
abfolute, contrary to fuch a Diftin&ion of a two-fold
Ele@ion : Itis a Notion, efpecially contrary to thofe
Paflages, which declare the Abfolutenefs of Effectual
Calling, in all thofe that are o called: And thofe Paf-

! fages
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fages which declare, that all that are faved, are fav
in fuch a Way, as excludes all Self-glorying and Self
depending. But I procced to offer a few other Proo
from the Scripture, for the Confirmation of this Hea
And firft I argue thus, Thofe who were not given |
Charge by the Father to fofus Chrift, to be redeem’
and fav’d by him, were left in their Sins, and ordain’
to fuffer the Law for them themfelves.

But thofe who were not certainly eleéted to Salv
tion, were not given in Charge by the Father to Jef
Chrift, to be redeem’d and fav’d by him: Therefo
they were left in their Sins, and ordain’d to fuffer t
Law for them themfclves. That thofe, who were n
certainly eleéted to Saivation, were not given in Char
by the Father to Jefus Chritt, to be redeem’d and fav’d
by him; is plain from this, That all thofe, who wer
fo given in Charge to Jefus Chrift, to be redeem’d an
fav’d by him, fhall certainly be faved by him ; and wer
certainly and infallibly ordain’d to be fo. This is
clearly prov’d from the Words of Chrift, 7¢b. vi. 38
;9. Fer [ came down from Heavon, not to do mine ow
JViil, Lut the WWill of Lim that fent me.  .ind this is th
Father's IVill, which b:th Jent mey that of all wbich b
bath given me, I fbsuld lofe Nothivg, but jhouid raife iff.
ap aguin at the la2fi Day. Fhefc \Vords I think, plain-
Iy fay, that all fuch, as are act in the End aéltuall
fiv'd by Jefus Chrill, if he be faithful to his Truft
were 1ot committed to his Charge to be redeem’d by
him, and coafcq.iwntlv they were icit under the con
cenactory Sentence of the Law,

Another Proct. thut ti.ofc whom God has not ab-
{>lutelv eleted to Salvation, he uas kit to perifh, an
abandon’d from his faving Cire, you have, Rum. xif
7. wlere after ti2 Apoftle has faid, that toe Remmnan
o” If.i2), whicy God bad referved to bimicif, accerding t
222 Election of Grace, bad ob:ain’d Righteoufnefs andl.
Li‘e, he adds, And tic ref were bimdid, Very fu

ar
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d exprefs to the fame Purpofe af€ thofe Words, 1 Per,
. 8. Chrift is a Stone of Stumbling, and Rock of Of-
mce, even to them which fumble at the Word, bemg
fobedicnt, whereunto alfo thiy were appointed. God
pointed to leave them to Blindnefc, Stumbling and
ifobedience 5 which Things are always confequent
n God’s leaving any to themfelves.
This Do&rine, of Sinners Rejeétion or Reprobation
n the eternal Purpofe of God, is indecd, I acknow-
ge, a very awful and folemn one ; efpecially to thofe
vho don’t find in them the comfortable Evidences of
le&ion ; and might reafonably excite in them a deep
ncern about the great Concerns of their Souls, and
ir them up to take no peaceful Reft, till they find in
hemfelves the hopeful Tokens of God’s ele@ing Love,
a fupernatural Work ol rernewing, fan Qifying Grace
their Souls. Eut then let us take Care, that we
n’t charge God foslifhly and wickedly in the Cafe,
if he wcre crucl and unrighteous. What if God
willing to ficw his Wrath, and to make his Power
own, upon the Veffils of W¥rath, fitted ts Doftruction,
d worthy of Death, who can juflly find fault with
im? What if l.c had reprobated all apoftate Mankind,
s well as all apoftate Angels, who cou’d fay, he had
ne wrong ! Every Mouth muft have bcen ftopped,
the World being guilty before him.

But I come to fpeak to the Qbjections, commonly
irged from the Scriptures againft the foregoing Doc-
gine, in both its Branches. And here I fhall firft take

otice of the Method, which thofe, on the other Side
of the Queftion, put a2 main Confidence in, for the
overthrowing of this Do&rine; by going about to
rove a Univer/al Redemption ; dx; Chriff dyed equally

all, and every Individual of Mankind; for one as
b as enether. This, they think, they can ve
afily prove from fuch Places of Scripture, as fpeartl
Vo€ Ass Dying for alt Man ; for all the Warld ; ibe”’:vlzk
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Werld ; or every Man ; aed the like. But thefe uni
verfal Exprefions of Scripture, will net amount
fufficient Proof of what they bring them fer; fora
fo plain as they think they are for them. If fuch unif'
verfal Terms of Scripture, muft of Neceflity be under-
ftood in fuch a large Extent as they might feem to car
in them ; we, fhall then as eafily prove many ot
Things from Scripture, which no Man of common}!
Senfe, will believe to be intended in it: For Inftance,}!
as readily and plainly as they will prove, that Chrift}!
laid down his Life for svery individual Perfon of Adam’s}t
Race ; as plainly, I fay, will I prove, that every in-|!
dividual Perfon of Adam’s Race will have Praife from]'
God at the Day of Judgment; from 1Cer. iv. s,
where the Apoftle fays, Tdm fall every /dan ba
Praife of Ged. As plainly and fully will I prove, that
after Fobn Bapti.i’s Preaching, every Individual
Mankind prefs’d into t! ¢ Kinrdom of Gud; from]'
Luke xvi. 16, Since shat Time the Kimgdem of Geod is}
preached, and every Man p:¢Tith inte it. And by the]'
fame Rule you may have it piov’d, that every human]'
Creature fpoke of the Faith of the Chriftians at Rome, )
Rom. i. 8. Yeur Faith is fpc:en of thriughboutr the whele]
World. ‘Thefc few Exar:ples, initead of great Num-Jf
bers which might be produced, are fuflicient to fhew,
that fuch univerfal Terms in Scripture, muft be often}
underftood under very great Reftri@ions ; and quite in
another Senfe than our Oppofites will allow, when
they are us’d concerning the Death of Chrift. Some
of thofe Places of Scripture, where fuch univerfal
Terms are us’d, concerning Chrift’s Death, and the
Effe&s of it, only fignify the Virtue and Efficacy of
it, to thofe who partake of the Benefits of it. Some
others fignify, that his Death was defign’d promifcu-
oufly for fome of all Nations, and of all Ranks and
Conditions of Men, as not confin’d to any onc parti-
cular Nation, ot Degres of Mankind, &hm
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y mean, that Chrift is the only Saviour, that noné
faved but thro’ his Death. ln the firft Senfe, we
re to underftand R:m. v. 18. The Defign of that
whole Chapter is to thew, That Chrife’s Death and Sa-
isfaltion, is of fiffi.iemt Virtue, for the jultifying aud
faving of the m:jf guilty Sinners. For this P
the Apofile obfcnes the Eﬁcac of Adam’s Sin, and
brakmg the Law, to the condemnmg of thole to
whom it was charged and imputed, declaring, that much
more is Chrift’s fulﬁlhng the Law, effcétual to the
compleat Juftification of thofe to whom it is imputed,
sotwith@fanding their former Condemin:tion. And fo
when he fays, that as &y the Offcnce of ane, ‘fudgment
came sdom a!l Men to Condemnation: Even fo, by the
R:ghuuﬁtd: of ene, the free Gift came upm all Men to
wflificaticn of Life. His Mcaning is, That as the
nce and Difobedience of Adam prevail’d, to the
condemnirg of thofe to whom it reach’d, and was
imputed; even fo, the Ri chteoufnefs of Chrift was
fufficiently cffectual, to the full Juttification of thofe
to whom it was nmp-:tcd from the Guilt of that Of-
fence, and all others; fo as to entitle them agam te
eternal Life, So that the Apoftle’s Defign, is not at
all to run a Parallel between Adam’s Offence and
Chrift’s Rizhteoufnefs, in the Extent of their Influ-
ence and Effc&s but to compare the onc with the
other, as to the Eﬂicacy of their Inﬁuence, in Re-
fpect of which he obferves, that Chrift’s Righteaufnels
i mach fuperis»r, as it juftifies to Life, even after A-
dam’s Offence has condemn’d to Death,  And thus the
Phrafe, all Afex, in both Parts of the Verfe, is to be
underflood with this Limitation, viz. Al Mm, e
whem it came : In the &tk Part of the Verfe, Fudg~
ment came upen all Men, on whom it came, te Con-
demnation ; i. e. {oatocondcmnthem In the latter
Lart, the free Gift came r all Men, on whom i¢
ife

-c, te Jufti amug/ 5 i6s 19 & t0 jultify
thamy
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them to Life. I prefume, if every Man had been |
the Text, mﬁead of all /Wm, the Univerfalifts woul
have tho’t it every whit as ftrong for their Purpofc,
they do now. And you may fee how that this Phra
mutft be underftood the fame Way, in Mar viii. 25.
Where it is faid, of the Man that had been blind, t
whom Jefus Chrift gave Sight, that b faw every Mol
clearly ; which can’t be underflood of the Lxtent of
his Sight, that he faw every Man that was in thd
World ; but of the Strength and Efficacy of his Sight,
that he faw every Man, whom he did fte, clearly. I
is indced true, that &y the Offence of Adam, Fudgmen
came upon every Individual of his Pofterity, except th
human Nature of Jefus Chrift, 2o Condemnation: And
this Verfe is a clear and certain Proof of it. But then
I conceive, it is not the Univerfality of the Te:m
bere, that proves it: It is as fully prov’d from the
next Verfe, as from this; where it is only faid, that
by his Difobedience, many were made Sinners ; becaufe
the Imputation of his Sin at a/l, is Evidence enough,
that it is imputed to all and every one that defcends
from him, in the ordinary Way of Generation ; {ece-
ing his Relation was the fame to all, as the natural
and common Parent of the human Race. But farther,
there is this plain Reafon, evincing, that the Univer-
fal Term here, muft be underftood in this limited
Senfe, wiz. Becaufe if it be underflood in the large,
extenfive Senfe, in which the Arminians will have it,
it will prove a great deal too mugh for them; not 2
amiverfal, conditional Redemption, which they contend
for, but a univerfal, abfolute Redemption and Salvation,
It will then prove, ‘that every Individual of the human,

® I accommodate myflf here, to thefe who undetftand only the Englifh
Tranflation : The Term, in the Original, is in the plural Number, /i
Men, as well asin Rom, v, 13, But it js equa) a5 i9 the Seple, whldl of

ghe Ways it i sendsgds
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Race, are aftually juftified to eternal Life, by the Righ-
teoufnefs of Chrift: And we arc fure, that whom be
ufiified, them be alfo glorified, Rom. viii. 30. Thus
you fee the true Senfe of this Text, and manifeft De-
fign of the whole Context, deftroys all Foundation of
an Argument for Univerfal Redemptiom,

The proper Import, and Defign of thofe Words,
1 Fobn 11. 2. He is the Propitiation for cur Sins, and nat
for ours only, but alfo for the Sins of the whale I¥orld, is,
that the Death of Chrift was a Propitiation, or At-
toncment, not only for People among the *fews, or
for thofe who were then Believers in thofe Parts of
World ; but alfo for fome, be they more or lefs, in
all Parts and Ages of the World: For he was to
be God’s Salvation unto the Ends of the Earth,

When the Apoftle fays, 1 Zim. ii. 6. That Chrif?
gave himfel a Ranfom for all ; it appears from the Con-
text, that hic means Perfons of all Ranksand Degrees ;
for he brings it in as an Argument to enforce his Ex-
hortation, to pray for Kings, and all that are in Autho=
rity. The fame univerfal Term he manifeftly intends
in the fame Senfe, in the 1ft Verfe, when he fays, 7
exhort therefore, that firf? of all, Supplications, Prayers,
Interceffions, and giving of Thanks, be made for all Men.
He can’t mean fure, that they fhou’d pray for the
Millions of Men that were dead, and gone to their
own Place before that Time : Neither can he intend,
that they thould pray for fuch as the Apoftle Fobn ex-
cludes from an Intereft in our Prayers, 1 Fobn v. 16.
Theve is a Sin unto Death: I do not fay, that a Man
fball pray {2 it ; that is, for fuch asare guilty of it:
But he explains his Mearing, to be for Men of all
Stations and Degrees, the high as well as the low
adding, for Kings, and for all that are in Authority,
When the Apottle fays, Heb. 'i. 9. That Chrit tﬂaf
Death for every Men; the Meaning is, for every Man
that is faved ; to fiznify, that none arc fav’d but thro’

G 2 Chrift's
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Chrif’s Death, that his Death is the enly Purchafe
Salvation for any Man. In the fame limited Mann
we muft underftand the fame Term, Col. i. 28. Wi
preach Chrift, warning every Man, and teaching eve
Man ; that is, warning and teaching every Man, ta
whom we have Opportunity to preach. So 1 Cor. iv.
§. When the Lord comes to Fudgment, every Man fba
bave Praife of God ; that is, every Man that is faved,
or has been truly godly, Another Place of Scripture
which is brought in, to ferve the Caufe of Univerfal
Redemption, is, 2 Pet. ii. 1, where the Apoftle fpeaks,
of fome who fhould privily bring in damnable Herefics,
even denying. the Lord that bought them, and bring upon
gbemfelves fwift Deftruétion.  But the Apoftle only
fpeaks of the Lord’s having bought them, as what
might have been hop’d concerning them as well as o-
thers. The Gofpel Revelation of a Saviour, that dy’d
to redeem Sinners, affords Ground to all, to whom it
comes, to hope, that his Death might have been de-
fign’d for them, as well as others, (tho’ it was not in-
gcnded for all and every oze alike) fecing it does not
point out the Perfons in particular, for whom he did
not intend the Benefits of his Death. And fo, con-
cerning thefe Perfons here, the Apoftle mentions it as
a high Aggravation of thcir Crime, that they fhould
deny that Redeemer, of whom they had no Reafon ta
conclude to the contrary, but that he had bought and
yedeemed them ;3 when they had the fame Ground for
Hope, this Way, that any others had, before they had
the 11{:::1 Evidences of it in renewing Grace.

I have corfidered fome of the moft material
Paflages of Scripture, which are advanced in Favour
of Univerfal Redemption. And I think any confider-
ate Perfon might fee, from what has been faid, that
they come far fhort of anfwering the Defign they are
advanced for. And any other Paﬂ'ag‘c; of the like
Strain, are to be underfiood the fame Way. I have

: ' alrcady
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slready mention’d a Place of Scripture, Fobn vi. 39.
which proves, that all thofe, who were given to Chrift
to redeem, he will furely fave and finally glority ; un-
lefs it may be faid, he was unfaithful to his Charge:
For it was the IVil! of him that fent him, that he fbould
lofe none of them, but raife them up again at the laff
Day ; and fo put the finithing Stroke to their full Glo-
rification : Which confirms a farn'cuiar Redemption,
in Oppofition to a univerfal. In the 10th Chapter of
fobn, our Lord fpeaks of a peculiar Pesple, which he
bad botl 3 .ong the fews and Gentiles, whom he calls
his Sheet s ‘j"ar whom, he fays, he laid down his Life.
And Foln xvii. be fpeaks of thofe whom the Father
had give.. him, as diffinét from the reft of Mankind :
For thef, he fays, be prays, and not for the World, ver,
9. and ver, 19. he fays, For their Sakes I fanétify my-
elf; thatis, it is for their Sakes that I fet myfelf apare
to the Otlice and Charge of a Redeemer, and devote

myfelf to be a Sacrifice.
I fhall only farther point out, as briefly as may be,
fome Abfurdities attending the Doétrine of Univerfal
Redemption ; and fo difmifs it. If God fent his Son to
die for Sinners, with an equal View and Defign to fave
them all by it, intending as much the Salvation of one
as another, without any Difference ; then it will fol-
Jow, that thofe who arefaved, are no more beholden or
oblized to GGod, than thofe that perifth: And it was
not from him that they were faved, any more than
others, but from themfelves ; and fo he fhall not have
the Glory of it; nay, he is rather beholden to them,
for letting him have his End, Again, it will follow,
that God in a great Meafure comes fhort of obtaining
is End and Defign, and that in the greateft Affair
t ever he undertook, fo far as we are acquainted ;
End which he was fo intent upon, that be fpared
t bis cuwn Som, but delivered bim up to the th,
he might obtain it, The End which be was in-
teatly
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tently fet upon, wasthe Salvation of all the humza
Race, and yet heis greatly du‘mpomt«d of it; for
great Numbers forever perith. Now how can any
Man reafonably perfuade himfelf, that (God really pro-
pofed to himfelf, and intended fuch an End, and yet
did not made it fure, and afcertain the Attainment of
it ? Was it not cafy to his Power to do it ? Has he not
the Hearts of all Men in his Hand? Would it have
done them any Injuftice, to have perfuzded them by
almighty Power, and made them wiliing to be happ y?
But feeing he has not done fo, it is ,l :in, thct the Sal-
vation of all, was not the End and Dcfign he had in
view, in fcndm" his Son into the World to die.
Would he have left a Defign he hud fo much at Heart,
upon the precarious Bottom (to fay the beft of it that
any can fay) of the Free-will of corrupted Creatures,
that were no way well affeted towards him, but aw-
fully difaffe&ed ? Nay farther, it will fullow, that
it mlght have fo happened, as that he would have en.
tirely loft his End altogether :  For, for-all fo ferioufly
as he intended it, and was fet upon it ; yet it feens he
did not make it certain, no, not as to the S:lvation
of any onge Soul, but left it altogether to themfelves,
One v»ould think by this, that hc was not very Intent
upon it, for all the great Pretences of fome, by thi
Doctrine, to magnify his Love and Good-Will to Men,
And it may be conlider’d, which Doétrine magni
the Lave of God moft? That which renders the Sal.
vation of a coniiderable Number int’allibly certain ; of
that which lcaves it altogether uncertain, as to any!
leaving it entirely to the gosd Pleafur: of their depraved
Wills? I believe it will be found, that more will be
faved in that Way, than would have been in this:
For [ think, upon this Scoere, none at all would be
faved. Howcvcr, it’s plain, that great Multitudes do
hnally oprole and contradi& this fuppofcd Intention

God ; and what hinders, but all the reft might do
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t0o, according to this untverfa! Scheme; and fo not
fo much as cne be faved after all ;5 for all are alike op-
pofite to the Wav of Salvation, by Nature? But you'll
fay, perhips, there was no Danger of fuch a great Dif-
appointment, and Fruftration of God’s End as this ;
for he fore-I:new who would comply with the Gofpel
and be faved ; and fo knew that he would not altoge-
ther fail of his Defign.  But this is fo far from clear-
ing the Doltrine, thac it introduces a new Abfurdity.

For how can it be conceiv’d, that God could recal
intend, and defign the Death of Chrift, and the Be-
nefit of it, for thofe who he infallibly knew would
‘never be Partakers of it? Is it not, an Abfurdity,

mayn’t I fay Impoflibility, in the very Natuge of t
Thing ? To what Purnofe, was the Death of Chrift
delign’d for them s or for what Advantage? Not to
five thcm, ‘or that the Lord knew would never be:
And every deiizning of an End, includes in it fome
Degree of Ixpeétativn, which could not be in this
Cafe. Was it t¢ purchale fufficient Grace for them,
that fo they mizht be fav’d if they would? Well, but
the Lord knew, that they would not make the faving
Ufe of it ; ard why then was itintentionally purchas'd
for them ; fure you will not fay, it was to make their
Guilt and Punifhment the greater? Let the Admi-
rers of Univer/fol Red.:1ptisn coniler a little, how they

will digeft and foive thei Things.,  But to proceed,
The Oppofers of the Do&rine of Abfolute Decrees,
uEue farther againft it, from fome Places of Scripture,
which they fuppofe declare a general Willy and Defire
in God, of the Convernon and Salvation of all Sin-
mers; and how much he would be pleafed with its
Which they fuppofe, i: contrary to his having purpos’d
mot to give to fomc the Grace neceflary and fufficicnt
for their Converfiun, but to leave them to perith in
their Sins. I fhall a little confider the principal Paf-
feges which they advasn c to this Purpo’c:, apd ﬂ\tc‘:,
t
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that they intend nothing contrary to this Dodrine,
One of them is, 1 Tim ii. 4. G:d will have all Men t9
be faved, and to come unto the Knswlcdge of the Truth.
If all Men here, be underftood for every individual
Ldan in the World ; then God’s willing them to be fa-
ved, can’t mean his having will’d and purpos’d, that
they fhall be fav’d ; for then they all wou’d be fav’d,
becaufe he can eafily fulfil all his Purpofes, and furely
will do fo. For his Counfel fhall fland, and he will do
all his Pleafure, 1ai. xlvi. 10.  The Counfel of the Lord
Slandeth forever, and the Thoughts of bis Heart to all
Generations, Pfal. xxxiit. 11. But if the Words be
tzken in this unlimited Senfe, the Meuzning of the
Place muft only be, that the S:lvation of all Men,
in the Way of Faith and Holirct, would be a Thing
very agrecable to the approving, und preceptive Will
of God; as he dclights in Holiucis, and the Hoppinefs
which is conne¢ted with it; and that Sin, for which
it is that any perifh, is difagrecablc and hateful to his
holy Nature: And yet, all this is no Way inconfiftent
with his determining to punifh 3.::ners for their Sin.
But I think it is plain, from the Context, that by all
Men here, we are to underftand, AMen of a!l Cheratters
and Degrees ; for the Words are brought in as an Ar-
gument to encourage Chriftians to pray for Kings, and
for all that are in Authority. And in the fame Senfe,
the Term all Men, is intended in the firft Verfe, as I
have made appear before,

Another Place is, 2 Pet. iii. 9. The Lord is not flack
concerning his Premife 5 but is long-fuffering to us-ward,
wot willing that any fhould perifb, but that all fh:uld come
g0 Repentance. 1 think it is pretty manifeft, that the
Perfons the Apoftle fpeaks of here, are the Elec? of
God: The Perfons to whom he writes thefe Epiftles,
are confider’d under that Charadter, in his firft Epiftle,
Chap. i. 2. he calls them Eleét, according 15 the Fores

knawiedge of God the Fathery thro’ Sanititication oj“ the
pirit-

-
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Bpirit unto Obedience, and to the [prinkling of the Blood
of Fefus Chrif. And in the firft Verie of this Chapter
we are inform’d, that he writes this fecond Epifile to
the fame, or fame Sort of Perfons: And of the fame
he fpeaks in the Verfe under our prefent Confideration, .
joining himfelf, as being alib an ele@® Perfon, with
them ; faying, Zhe Lord is lng-fuffering to us-ward;
§.e. towatds us, the Ele@ion of his Grace, not willirg
that any, viz. of us, fbould perifh, but that, we, all
Yould come to Repentance, and be called in. The A=
poftle’s Defign, in the Words, is, to fhew the Reafon
of God’s delayinyg to put an End to the prefent State
of this World, and bring on the general Judgment 3
in anfwer to the Sc%vr:, that, he fays, fhould be in thé
{aff Days, Lﬁ:y:’ng, bere is the Promife of his Coming #
For fince the Fathers fell afleep, all Things continue as
they were from the Beginning of the Creation, ver. 3, 4.
In anfwer, I fay, to thefe Artheiffical Sca(}, he ob-
ferves, that God had done as great, unlikely, anu an-
expeted Things already, 2s the fhutting uy: the Scere
of this World in fuch a folemn Manner, tho’ they
wiltully ‘negle@ed to take Notice of them. He had
not only, by the Word of his Power, created the
Heavens dind the Earth out of Nothing at firft, but a
long Time after, had deftroyed the Earth, and its un-
godly Inhabitants, by a Flood of Water: And fo it
was no incredible, nor unlikely Thing, that he fhould,
at laft, burn it with Fire at the Day of Fudgment, and
Perdition of ungedly Men ; and notwithftanding it had
ftood fo long, in much the fame State, after the People
of God had fpoke of this, as what would furely be,
he obferves, that a long Space of Time with us, is but
little with Gbd ; and then fays, The Lord is not flack
roncerning bis Promife, (as fome Men count Slacknefs)
but 15 long-fuffering to us-ward, &c. that is, The Lord’s
deferring the End of the World, and laft Judgment.
fo Jong, is not thro’ F orgctqulnefs, or carelefy Neglc&r
of
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of his Promife to that Purpofe ; but the true Reafon]
of it, is, that all bis Ele? may be brought in, net be-
ing willing that any of them fhould perifh, but that all
fhould come to Repentance, be converted and faved;
and therefore he will not come to Judgment, at a
Time when there are any of them on the Earth, un-

pverted ; nor until the laft of the whole Number is
zted‘for Glory,

There is another Scripture, that is always brought
i ypon this Head of Argument, E=zck. xxxiii. 11,
Where the Lord declares, with the Solemnity of an
Qath, A5 ] live, [aith the Lord Gad, I have no Pleafure
it the Death of the wicked, but that the wicked t
from bis WWay andlive. When the Lord fays, be bas
no Pleafure in the Death of the Wicked ; the plain Senfe
of the Words is, that the Death and Mifery of Sin-
vers is not a Pleafure to him in idelf, or for its own
Sake, meerly as it is 2 Mifery to the Creatyre. But
this doesn’t fay, but that their Death and Punifhment

y be agrecable and pleafing to him, under other

nfiderations; as it is an Execution of Juftice, and
Bjanifeflation of his own Glory. If it were not fo,
Would he infli&t Punithment upon any of them?
Would he difpleafe and make himfelf uneafy ? And
when he fays, That it is a Pledfure to him, that the
Wicked turn from bis Way, and Live. 'The Meaning is,
that Righteouinefs and Holinefs in his Creatures, and
the Happinels confequent upon it, is the Obje@ of his
Approbation and Liking&a Thin%uin itfelf, agreeable
apd pleafing to his holy Nature, t this, fure, is no
Proof, that h¢ equally and alike defign’d the Sanilifi-
gation and Salvation of all Sinmers. If it prav’d any
thing this Way, it would prove, that he _Jeﬁgn’d it
certainly for them all, if his Power could effé ic.

"The Words of our Lord, th. xxiti. 7. are
often brought in upon this Head, where he fays of
“Ferufalem, How often wonJd 1 have gatkered shy Chil-

dren
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dren together, even as a Hen gathereth ber Chickens
under ber Wings, andye would not! If we underftand
the Lord ‘Jefus to fpeak here, of his Wiilingne(s to
have ‘gather’d them, with Reference to his divine
Nature, as God, the Words only prove, that Sinners
Compliance with the Gofpel, and turning to Holinefs,
isa Thing, in itelf, agreeable and pleafing to God’s
holy Nature; Holinefs being the Obje&t of his Love
and Complacence ; that his Dealings with that People,
in the Courfe of his Miniftry among them, tended in
their own Nature to bring them thus to their Duty 5
and that their Unbelief and Impenitency was owing to
the Pervetfenefs and Corruption of their own Wills,
as the Caufeof it. Butif we fuppofe him to fpeak of his
‘Wi illingnefs, meerly as Man, in his human Nature,
then I fee ne Inconvenience in allowing, that it may
fiznify an intenfe and paflionate Defiré in anim of their
Converfion and Happinefs : But furely no fuch Paffions,
or uneafy long Defires, and efpeciall- for Things which
will never be effeCted, are to be afcribed to the divine
Nature, For my Part, I can’t apprehend what Sort
of a Will and Defire, for the Converfion and Salvati-
on of all- Men, it is, which thofe whe deny abfolute
Predeflination {uppofe to be in God, any Way confif-
tent with his Perfeftions: They fuppofe it includes
much more, than that the Holinefs and Happinefs of
his Creatures is a Thing in itfelf, lovely and agree-
able to-him ; that it is his preceptive and approving
-Will, that they fhould be holy and confequently hap-
py : which is very confiftent with the Do&rine they
| e, from this Topick of a general Will: And
“they can’t allow it to include fo much asa real Pur-
_peofe, that all fhall be fanétified and faved ; becaufe
' then all would be fo; which is contrary to Fa&: Or
elfe: God's Purpofe would be fruftrated, and he would
come fhort of what he certainly intended: fhould come
“to pafs, which is highly abfurd. But they fecm to

- H 2 fancy
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fancy a Sort of an unealy Withing and longing Defire|
in God, for that which notwithftanding will never
be; and if this be not to make God fuch a Cne as
ourfelves, I know not what is: Does it not argue
God to be fubject to the Weaknefles of Creatures? and
not only fo, but that he fuffers himfelf to be ntade
uneafy, and to be crofs’d in his Defires, by that which
he could eafily prevent ? which is what no wife Man
would allow in himfclf : And therefore, tho’ God may
fometimes condefcend to fpeak to Sinners in fuch Lan-
guage as they ufe to one another, when they would ex-
prefs the Greatnefs and Ardency of their Delire for
any thing; yet we are not hence to imagine, that
there are any fuch human Paflions and Creature- Weak-
nefles in him : The Defign of fuch Modes of fpeaking
in God is only to fignify, how dcfirable and excellent
a Thing it is, in itfelf, for Creatures to love, to obey
and honour him ; and how much it is both their Duty
and Intereft to do fo: And the Reafon why this is
exprets’d in fuch a Manner, as imports weak Paffions
in Men when they fpeak fo, is, becaufe it is the moft
fuitable Way of Dcaling with fuch Creatures as we.
are, beft adapted to our Capacity and Condition ; it is
a Method that has tiie moft fuitable Tendency in itfelf
to work upon and prevail with rational Creatures, ex-
prefling beft to their Capacity the Excellency and Ne-
ceflity of Holinefs, and the ho:rrid hateful Nature of
Sin; for tho’ it is the fuper-natural Power of God’s
Spirit, that prevails with any Sinners to be holy ; yet,
as a wife Agent, he makes ufe of the moft fuitable
and beft adapted Means for that Purpofe, dealing with
Men in a Way fuited to their rational Nature, and
human Capacities. Thus it is we are to underftand
the various Expoftulations and -Entreaties of God in
the Scriptures.

As another Topick of Argument againft the Doc-
trige of God’s Decrees, the Oppofers of it feem to

think,




(61)

think, that al/ Men have [ufbcient Power to do thag
which is required as neceffary to Salvariem, and with
which Salvation is certainly conneled ; or, at leaft,
that they have fufficient Power to enfure to themfelves
fuch fupernatural Power as is neceflary for. that Pur-
pofe: And this is what is commonly call'ld Univerfal
fufficient Grace. For the Support of this Opinion,
they refer to fuch Places of Scripture in which God
commands all Aen, where the Gofpel comes, to be
boly as he is holy, to repent and believe in Fefus Chrift,
to make themfelves new Hearts, &c. Hence they argue,
that a// have Power fcme Way to do thefe Things; be-
caufe, they fav, it would be unjnf? for Gad ta require more
of Men than they can perform. 'T'o this I anfwer, That
thefe Men feem entirely to over-look, in this Way of
Reafoning, the Ruin brought upon the human Off-
fpring, bv the Fall and Apoftacy of Adam, the Cove-
nant-Head and Reprefentative of all Munkind: Re in-
deed, until he finn’d, was furnifh’d with fufficient Abi-
lity to do whatfoever God did, or ever fhould require
of him ; at leaft, had he not finn’d, his Ability would
always have been encreafed equally with his Obligati-
ons: There was a 7/l Preportion between his Power
and the Law he was under. Aad fo it would have
been with all his Pofterity, had he fulfilled the Con-
ditions of the Covenant ; but as, by his Tranfgreflion,
they loft a// Right and Title to that Happinefs and
Life of Communion with God, which was fecured to
them in the Covenant, upon his Obedience: fo they
loft God’s moral Image, and the Power of holy Obe-
dience ; and it was at God’s free fovereign Pleafure to
confer Happinefs again, and the Grace neceflary to it,
as he pleafed : And as God was then under mo Obliga-
tion to afford Strength anfwerable to the Law, fo nei-
ther was he obliged to bring down the Requirements of
his Law to the Level and Capacity of the fallen ruin’d
Creature: Tho’ Man, by his own Default, has Jo't

“
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his Power of Obedience, that is no Argument, that
God muft lofe his Right and Claim: The Creature’s
Sin, and Wretchednefs therebv, can’t diffolve his Ob-
ligations of Duty to God: God’s Law muft ftill re-|
main the fame, as a perfe& and etcrnal Rule of Righ-
tosufnefs, let Creatures change and alter as they will, |
X€ it be afk’d, For what End the Law of God is fot be-
Jore us, and bis Commands laid upon us in bis Word, i
we buwe ot AMbility to fulfl? | anfwer, For variew
Bads: To teach us what is our Duty to God; what
we ought to be aiming at and endeavouring after: To
fhew us our Sins and Tranfgrefhions; For by the Law
25 the Knowledge of 8in, Rom. iii. 20. as the Crooked.
mols of a Lime is difcover’d by laying it to a ftrait one:
‘To teach us our wtter [nability to fulfil the Law, and
obtain Life by our Obedience ; (for which Purpofe out
Saviour referr’d One to the Keeping of the Command-
monts, Matth. xix. 17. whom he found big with the
Concsit that he could do much) that fo we may fee
our Neceflity of getting Righteoufnefs and Strength
from Chrift, a Mediator : And thus the Law is given,
as a Scheol-Mafler to bring us to Chrift ; it is a2 Means

the Lord brings in his Ele® to the Redeemer
by Faith: And it is given as a Rule of Life to the re-
new’d Children of God, to direét them how they
are to- honour and glorify him.

If it be objeled to the above Account, of Sinnen
Jeability to do what is now requir'd of them under the
Difpenfation of the new Covenant, that Adam had not
8 Power of Believing in a Redeemer, of repenting and
renewing his Heart, as having no need of it; and the
Exereife of it being inconfiftent with his Scate of I
smocence ;3 and thereforc we cannot be faid to have
it in him, feeing it was not given him while he
in the Charaller of our Reprefentative. To this i
-may-bc eahily reply’d, That tho’ he had not his Po
for fuch AQs and Purpofcs as thefe, in his in
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State ; yet, had we, in our guilty State, that Power
reftor’d, which he had, we would be able to believe in
the Redeemer, to repent, &c. The Impoflibility of
his putting forth fuch Aéts, was not from the Want
of inherent Power, but the Inconfiftency of them
with his Condition: It was inconfiftent with his State
of Innocence, to have had any Occafion for adminif-
tring Phytick, to recover his Health ; yet that is no
Argument, that he had not fuffcient Ability for it.
- I'would juft farther refer it to the Confideration of
thofe, who offcr this Argument againft God’s Decrees,
and yet, in the mean time, acknowledge, that no Jian
in this Life can fulfil the Law of Ged perfelly, how
they are confiftent with themfelves: For herein theme
felves acknowledge, that God regaires more of Man,
‘than they can now perform, fince the Fall; and fure they
will not own, that it is fo, and fay, it is umufl too.
‘ For farther Proof of this Um'wgal Power or Grace,
‘they urge the Invitations of the Gofpel to believe in
Chrift, and its Promifes to fuch as do believe ; fuch as
JYai. xlv. 22. Look unto me, and be ye faved, all the
nds of the Earth: And Rev. in. 20. Behold, I fland
6t the Dear, and knock ; if any Man hear my Viice, and
open the Door, I will come in to him, &c. Such Invita«
‘tions, they think, infer, that the.e is a Power in Man
to comply with them, otherwife they would be vain
and ncedlefs. But this is a vain Argumeat; For tho’
Sinners are without Strength, thro’ the Diirknefs of
their Minds, and Obftinacy of their Wills; yet fuch
Invitations are needful, to fhew them their Duty, and
the only Way in which they can ever be happy; and
tp afford them a Ground and Warrant for believing in
l ?éfus Chrift, and refting their Souls upon him for Sal-
yation : By thefe Invitations, and Promifes to Believ-
_ing, the holy Spirit encourages, and perfuades con-
} vinced Souls to clofe with Chrift, as their Saviour,
ayd catt themielves upon his Meditation and Attone-
ment,
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ment, with humble joyful Confidence. The Spirit of
God, by his Power, brings a Sinner to believe in
Chrift, in a Way agreeable to his Nature as a reafon-
able Creature; and fo makes ‘ufe of the Offers and
Promifes of the Gofjrl, as the Soul’s Warrant for lay.
ing Claim to Chrift, as his Saviour, and believing in
him for his Salvation. Likewife, thcfe #yvitatjons
and Promifes are of great ufe for the Comfort of true
Believers, fhewing that there is a fure Conneclion be-
tween Believing and Salvation. When Adofes tells the
People of Jfrael, Deut. xxx. 1. That be had fet Life
and Death before them, Bleffing and Curfing, and bids
them chufe Life ; The Words may be eafily underftood
in the fame Senfe with the fore-mention’d Pailages, to
fignify, that there is a certain and infeparable Connec-
tion between true Holinefs and cternal Life, tho’ this
Halinefs is the Effe® of a fuper-natuial divin= Power,
exerted oaly iw whem tbe Lord plcafes: And thr Lord

this Holinefs, which is conneced with Hap-
pinefs, to Sinners’Choice, to import the Reafonable:
nefs and Neceflity of their chufing it; and that he
may deal with them in a Way agreeable to the Nature
of reafonable Beings. But vet, [ think it is plain
from the Context, that the L./¢ and Deats there fpo-
ken of, was temperal Profperity and diverfity; which
Life was promifed to thet People, upon their firid
Adberence to the outward Prefcriptians of the Law
that was given them : And it will be readilv own’d,
that they might thus chufe and perform Obedience
without fpecial remewsng Gru:e: And, in this Senfe,
Rughteonfnefs and Life are to be frequently underttood
in the Old Teftament.

It is farther argued, for this Univerfal Grace, from
the Parable of the Ta/ents, Matth. xxv. But we are
not to underftand by thefe Talents, Univerfal [ufficient
Grace, whereby all Men are enabled to cogvert them-
{elves, if they will; and favingly to renew and change

thew
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their Wills: But other Gifts and Bounties of divine
Providence, fuch as natural Endowments of Mind,
good Education, Health, worldly Goods, outward
Gofpel-Privileges, and the like ; which God diftributes
to Mankind in various Meafures, as be pleafes. Thofe
who made fuch Improvement of their Talents, ﬁ(%::if)
the traly gally, who afe effeitually renew’d by <
Pewer, according to his Purpefe. 'The Perfon that
made no Improvement, fignifies unconverted Sinners,
who do not fincerely love and honour God. The Ac-
count taken of thefe Servants, at their Lord’s Return,
and his different Retributions to them, according to
their paft Condus?, are defign’d to teach us, that the
Lord Jefus will furely come at laff to Fudgment, that
we muft all appear before his Judgment-Scat, to give
an Account of the Deeds dene in this Life, and that ear
paft Behavionr bere, both in Heart and outward Prac-
tice will be the Rule, according to which the Senzence
of Fudement will pafs upon us: Tho' the Reward of
Happinefs, te the Godly, will not be given them for
thetr Gedlinefs, as the Caufe of it ; yet it will be given
to them only, who have been thus qualified and fore-
prepared by the Lord for it; and that, in different
Degrz:es, according to their different Degrees of Care,
Zeal and Diligence in the Ways of God, after their
Comverfin. On the other Hand, all the Ungedly fhall
be condemned to Punifhment, according to the De-
merit of their Works; and to different Degrees of
Punifhment, according to their different Deferts. And
thus, the Works, the Difpefitions and Condus? of Men
in this Life, will be the Rule, according to which the
final Awards will be made at the laf Day to all Man-
tind, tho’ not the meritorions or procuring Caufe of
them to e/, but eny to the Wicked. Thefe Things I
take to be the very Scope and Defign of the Parablc 3
and fo the univerfal Men have no Service at all to their
Caufe from it. It is meer iriﬂing to afk, as fome dc}.

I
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I the Servant, that was punifp’d, bad made as gocd ufe],
of bis Talent, as the reft did of theirs, weould not bave:
beem as well accepted ? That is, whether finally impe-|-
nitent Sinners would not ‘have been accepted of Jefus)
Chrift, as well as truc Belicvers, and fincerely godiy}

Perfons, had they been true Belicvers,” and fincerely
godly as well as they ? I am frce enough, to aniwer in}
the Affirmative: Had they been fuch, it would have
been a certain Evidence, that they had been eleed to
Holinefs and Salvation, as well as the others; for true
juftifying and fanQifying Faith, is net of ourfelves, i
1s the Gift of Ged, given according to his Purpofe and
Grace, which was made fure to a// Believers in Chrift
Jefus, before the World began. But then the Quef-
tion does not at all touch the Matter in Debate, viz.
Whether unrenewed Sinners have had as fufficient in-
ward Grace given them, to be true Believers and god-
ly Perfons, as thofe who are really fuch. Confidering
that Sinners Impotency confifts chiefly in their Enmi-
ty, their Inability in the Oppofition of their Wills to
God’s Will, I think it is plain, that mo Grace is fufi-
cient, but that which is aétually ¢ffectual: Their Wills
are not juft in Equilibris, in an even Ballance between
Holinefs and Sin, as much enclin’d to the one Side as
the other, fo as that they might bring their Wills to a
Compliance with, and Complacence in the Ways of
God, by their own Reafon; or by the Help of fome
divine Afliftances, which they might allo rejek: But
their Wills are ftrongly fet againft the New-Coveémant
Way of Salvation, and the holy Law of God, in it
fpiritual Nature and Extent ; and therefore, No Man can
some unte Chrif, exceps the Fatber draw bim, Joh. vi. 44.
Again, they urgue in another Method from the g¢-
neral Calls, Iuvitations, ard Offers of the Gofpel,
;&fonin; after this Manncr : [t would, fay they, be the
bigheft Injlance of Diffembling and Decat, for Ged 1o
¢all Sinmers to repemt and turm from tlyir cvil M ays,
with
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with fuch Appearance of real Sincerity and Eerncfinefs,
if he bad before infallibly decreed, that a great many of
them fhould not ycpent and turm (not to communicate
the Grace of Converfion and Repentance to many, it
thould be.) And what greater Infincerity and Nlufion,
fay thev, cam well be imagin'd, than for God to make
fuch a gemeral, unlimited Oﬁr of Chrijl, and Salvation
thro’ him, as Rev. xxii. 17. Whofocver will, let him
take the Water of Life freely; whin be ba: already
purpos’d, met to give Salvatien to many ? How can ﬁtcb

an open Declaration agree with [uch a fecret Purpefc ?
Woeuld there not be a direlt Oppofition betiveen bis sutward
Expreffions and inward Sentiments ? Which is downright

Falfifying and Hypocrify.

~ But all this plaufible Reafoning, on which fome of
the greateft l’atrom of the Arminian Scheme beftow a
great Deal of Eloquence, is grounded on a miftaken
Apprehenfion of the Nature and true Import of thefe
Calls and Gofpel-Qffers : God’s Calls to Sinncrs, to re-
pent ard turn to bim, to bchieve in Chrifl, &¢c. ave only
fo many Significations of what is Sinners Duty, and
what is agreeable to God’s holy Nature, pleafing and
approveable in his Sight: Tl :efe Calls do not ‘Fgmfy
what is God’s Purpefe concerning Men, but what is
their Duty to him 5 and that he loves Holines in his

Creatures, that the rightcoas Lerd lyves Righteoufnefs :
And {o, in all fuch Calls and Commands, tierc is an
cntire Arreement between God’s Words, and his Will
fignity’d by them : For he does indeed wiil thefe Things,
as the Matter of Sinners Duty, and loves them, as
agrecable to his own tholy Law. This juft View of
the many Calls of God in Bcripture lo Sinners, for
their Repentance, and Convertion to Holinefs, dcftroys
all the Force of the Argument taken from them, as tho’
they were inconfiftent with God’s fecret Will and
Purpoﬁ, to leave many in their Sins wilthout comverting
Grace ; 1or they import Nothing in their true Defign
2 CON-
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cyntary to it. And when Ged condefcends to ufe
Aszuments and ExpoAlulations with Sinners, about
wh:at he requires, it ie, that ke may dea. with them
ot reafonable Beings, and conves: his EleZ2, in a2 Way
aiceable v) their rational Nature.,

As to the Offers of Chnft made to all where the
(3iApel comes, and Promifes of Salvation, thro’ him,
to all fuch as truly believe in him : It is moft certain,
that (God does will and purpofe to fave all fuch as truly
accept of his Son Jefus Chrift, and belicve in him, as
he is propos’d and fet forth, in the Gofpel Revelation
of him ; for he declares, that all fuch fball be faved :
But then, we are to confider this Faith in Chrnift as
the (Gift of God, according to Eph. ii. 8, and a Grace
of hw pewerful Operation or Woerking, Col. ii. 12.
bph.i. 19. 2Theff. i. 11. beftow’d emly upon, and
wrought only in thofc whom he has chofem ; and there-
fore called the Faith of God's Elec?, °[it.i. 1. And
thus, the Premifes of the Gofpel run exa@ly parallel
with the Klection of Grace, and do not import any
thing contrary to it. Indeed, to fay, that God does
not really defign ro fave all who fhall believe in Chrift,
notwithftanding he has declar’d that be will, were to
unpute the groffe/! Falfbosd and Deceit to him ; but
there is no fuch Thing in the Defrine which the Ar-
pument is brought againft. It is true, the Offer of
Chrift, as a Saviour, is made to all, to be accepted and
believed in, for their Salvation in particular, where-
ever the News of the Gofpel-Salvation is fent: But
then, this Offer does not fignify or import, that God.
defign'd him, and the faving Benefits of his Death,
squally for all 3 but that, inafmuch as all have egual
Need ot him, and God has nat reveal’d, or any \{’ay
pointed out who they arc, whom he has net chbefen to
Salvation thro’ him, fo as they might be known either
to themfelves or others, it is the great Duty of ef, to
accept of him with all tbesr Jiearts, according ]t;« tll;e
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Deeclarations concerning him in the Golpel, ‘freely wnd
willingly to comply with the Way of Salvation thro’
his Attonement, cafting a fiducial Dependance
him, and him only, for their eternal Life:; for which
Faith, the infallible Promife of Salvation, to all fueh
as fo receive him, is fufficient Warrant and -Enacou-
ragement.  And it was neceflary that the Offer thould
be thus wniverfal, when it w: not reveal’d, who in
particular were elef?ed to Salvation thro® him, thar -fo
the Elet might be brought to believe in him, upen a
rational Ground and YFoundation ; for they -could ‘not
know, that they were chofen to Life, thro him, more
thap any others, before their Believing ; and therefore,
could not have had a Ground for Faith to go. upon,
were it not for the Promife to whefocver belicves, and
the Declarations, that it is every one’s Duty cordially
to comply, and be pleafed with that Way of Salvation,
thro’ an attoning Mediator ; and upon the Enceurage--
ment of this Promife, to caft a Reliance, andthe
whole Dependance of their Souls, for Salvation, u
him. In this Manner itis, that the Offers of Chrift in
the Gofpel, are general and univerfal : Not importing,
that be died alike for all, or that he was equally defiyn’d
or all, in the Purpofe of God; but that, feeing mome
have any Reafon certainly to conclude agsinft them-
felves, that they were rejefled in the divine Purpol'c ;
and feeing Acceptance and eternal Life, thro’ Chrift, is
promis’ to all that believe ; it is the Duty of o/l, with
eir whole Hearts, to embrace him as he is propes’d,
nd delicve in him: And yet, nome will fo believe in
im but the Chofen of God, whe are called according o
is Purpofe. And thus, as God is entirely confiftent
ith himfdf in the Cafe, fo are the Minifters of the
ofpel confiftent with themfelves, in maintaining
’s abfolute Decrees, and yet making fuch general
of Chrift, as a Saviour, to all that hear them,
lling upon them to accept of and believe in him,

ufing
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ufing Arguments with them for that Purpofe, ard
promifing Life and Salvation, in his Name, to all that
truly comply with the Gofpel, and believe in him:
And thé’ they don’t know the Eleé? of God among
their Hearers, he does, and will apply this Gofpel to
tieir Hearts, fo as to bring them to believe in Chrift,
and become truly godly. Thefe Confiderations, if duly
weighed and attended to, I think, may be abundantly
fatisfa&lory in this Cafe. :
‘T'here 1s another Argument, commonly infifted or
by thofe on the other Side of the Queftion, taken from
God’s Appointment of a Gofpel-Miniftry, Ordinances
of Worfhip, and Means of Grace in his Church, as
if they were altcgether vain and ufelcfs, on Suppofition
of fuch eternal Decrees.  According to the Calvinift
Deétrine of Predeftination, (fay they) it is guitc meed-
lefs for Miniflers to preach, and as needlefs frr People
to heary or to pesform any rveligious Duty whatfoever ;
and the Reafon is, becaufe they cannot alter the Purpofe
of Gud concerning them, whatever it be, do they well or
1ll 5 they will fare as well, let them live as they i, as
if they did never fo well; and fo they bad 'en as good
2ake their Swing : Nay, it had beem much better for all
tbe Reprobate, that they bad never bad the Privilege of
the Gofpel ; becaufe, according to the Scripture, the Con-
demnaticn and Mery of thofe that perifh, will be much
aggravated by it
‘This is an awful Charge indeed ; and if it be juft,
the Dotrine is certainly moft infufferable; which
takes off all Reftraints from the moft proflizate Courfe
of Life, farther than what proceed from our temporal
Intereft in this World; and Arguments from private
temporal Intereft, do often fway more to the mott in-
human Crimes, than moral Honefty. But I hope to
make it appear, that the Objeétion is meff falfe and
groundlefs : And to this Purgofle, 1ot thele few Things
be confider’d :
Iy
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Firfl, Suppofing there were no Arguments for &
pious godly Life, ro be had from our own eternal In-
tereft ; yet there are Rezfons of another Nature, of
futicient Weight and Force in themfelves, to induce
us to it, and engage us to endeavour after it. Is not
the great, God, who is infinitely good and glorious,
worthy of the greateft Efteem, profoundett Subje&ion,
and higheft Adorations of all the rational Creation?
And has he not an inviolable Right and Claim to thefe
Things from us, as our Creator and Preferver? And
is not Conformity to God, and to obey and honour
him, the greatcf Honour and Giory of a created Be-
ing? Thei: Arguments, I know, have little Weight
with apoftate Creaturcs, whofe Underflandings are
darkncd, and all their other Faculties wholly corrupted ;
but that is mot for Want of fufficient Weight in their
own Natuse : Nothing can ever diffolve God’s Title
to the Homage and Obedience of his Creatures.

» 1 would have two or three Particulars con-
fider’d and weigh'd together : Firft, that the £in? are
elected to Salvation, thro’ Sanctification of the Spirit;
whess be did predeflinate, them be aljo calied. And this
effeual Calling and faniiifying Grace, wrought in
e Heart by the holy Spirit, is the cerrain Fruit and
Ewaidence of eternal Ele&ion; whereby thofe who are
the Partakers of this Grace, may, and frequently do
come to a comlortable Satistation, as to their Ele@iwon
of Godh .

Again, you are to obferve, that the £/:7 themfelves,
before their Converfion and effe@:al Calling, have no
Notices or Evidences at all of their being cle@ed, more
than others : which muft nceds be a very uneafy' and
diftrefing Condition, when the Spirit of God.touches
the Confcicncs. And then, in the next Plice, let it
be confider’d, that God h.s appointed the Preaching
of the Gofpel, and other religisus Excroifes, fuch as,
reading the hely Scriptuies, aad other good. Books,

‘ Prayer,
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Praycr, &'2. to be the Means whereby be ordinarily
converts and fan&ifics his Ele?, and affords them the
comfortable Tokens of his eleing Love. He has
appointed thefe Ordinances and Means, as the ordina.
gy\Chanaels wherein to communicate his fpecial Grace
to thofe whom he has chofen. Now if thefe Thingy
be duly adverted to, I think it will be clear, that there
is Ufe, and great Ufe too, for the Preaching of the
Qefpel, and other Exercifes of Religion, in a Con-
fiftency with God’s abfolute Decrees: And shat there
are fufficient Reafons, to engage Perfons to a very care-
ful Obfervance of them, and of all the Commands of

God ; for the Ordinances of God are the Means which

he fees fit in his Wifdom to make ufe of, for the Con-
verfion and San&ification of his Ele&, which Work
of Grace is the only Evidence of our belonging to
QGod, as his ele@ People : And therefore one can hard-
ly think, that any, but fuch as are ftupadly uncencern-
ed sbout their Souls everlafting States, could reafon in
earnedt in the Strain of the Objeion 1 am now upon :
Surely, one that is any Way duly dnugbtf‘%l, ‘about a
Maer of fuch vaft Moment as his eternal Well-being,

would readily think with himfelf to this Purpefe ; ¢ Oh;,
¢ what would I not give, to have fome comfortable,

¢ diftinguithing Evidences of being chofen of Ged
¢ and appointed to Life: Well, his Ways and @rdic

¢ nancos are the Means he ufes for this Purpofe; the .
¢ Channels in which he is wont to communicate his

¢ fpecial Grace to thokc he defigns to fave; I muft
¢ ‘wait upon, and Jook to him in that Way of Hope,
¢ and kesp at the Pool where he ufes to come and heal
¢ difenfed Souls ; it may be, he will-fome time meet
¢ with me, in his own Way, which he has appointed
¢ fot vifiting his ehofen, and fulfil in meall the Goed.
¢ his Goodnefs, and the Werk of Faith
¢ wich Power, and caufe me to royice in his Love:
¢ Thels Wgys of Religioa are not only the W:y;li:
whi
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¢ which theie 1. onlv reafon.!y'e Ground of Hope tQ
¢ meet witn tach Bleflins; bat they are the Commands
¢ and Irftitutions of QGeid, recommended with his aw-
ful Authority ; and therefore, to difregard and neg-
Je& tirem, will be to difobey and contemn God flill
the more, and alfo will expofe me to a2 more awful
Punithment.”  Contider now, if this be not 2 juft
and right Way of Reafoning in the Cafe: Nay, I am
convinced, that the Calviniff Doltrine, rightly under-
ftood, and really believ’d, will make People much
more careful, ferious and diligent Obfervers of the
Ways of God, than the contrary Doctrine will ; for
it tends much more to bring them to a folemn folici-
tous Concern of Heart about their eternal State, and
confequently to make them more earneft in all the
moft hopeful, probable Ways of meeting with Satisfac-
tion abeut it.

Tbirdly, Tho’ it is true, that fuch as are reje&ed in
the Purpofe of God, will ncver be converted in tha
Ufe of all the Mcans of Grace; yet, feeing they da
not know the fecret Purpofe of God concerning themg
but have the fame Reafon te entcrtain Hopes that they
may be chofen so Life, that any other unconverted
Perfons have, it would be a high and provoking Con-
tempt of God for them, to neglect the Ordinances,
which he has appointed as Means, for the communica=
ting fpecial Grace and fweet Confolation to his Ble& 3
and which he therefore, by his fovereign Authoritys
requires all, who have the Opportunity, to attend
upon : And they fhall find it, if guilty of it, brought
into the Account againft them, at the great Day,
when every Aan Mall be judged according to bis Worksg
and they fhall reccive, progortionably, the greater

Fnrtbly, As to the Elef? converted, theic Hearts are
fo rencw’d, as 10 love God above all, and to makeObe-
disacs to his Will theix lniny Choice ; chngc;;

L I S S N
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Jefus Chtift, his Love is fthed abroad in their Hearts,
and fweetly conftrains them to ferve and honour him,
to whom they are under fuch endearing Engagements.

The Confideration of God’s having eleGed them to

eternal Glory, when he might juitly have rejected
them as well as any others ; the Hope and Profpect of
that eternal Glory with him, and the Confideration of
his having fent his Son to anfwer the Law for them,
and fuffer in their Room, that they might be deliver’d
from deferved Mifery, and made happy in the Enjoy-
ment of himfclf forever; their Apprehenfions of his
Glory and infinite Excellency in himfelf, and his Right
in and over them as his Creatures; all thefe Things are

powerful Arguments with them, to love and praife |
God ; it is their Defire and Delight to glorify and ho-

ncur him.  Morcover, the Lord Jefus takes them for
his peculiar Charge ; it is a Part of his Office, as Me-
diator, to bring them fafe to Glery thro’ all Dangers;
accordingly, his holy Spirit dwells in them, as a Sanc-
tifier and Comforter : thus they are engaged to God,
in the Way of Holinefs, by the moft inviolable Cords
and loving Bands: So that the Doétrine of abfolute
Elettion is far from deftroying Holinefs of Life: It is
a ftrong Excitement to it, in all the renew’d Children
of God, who love him, when they are enabled to fee
the hopeful Evidences of their own Ele&ion. And
therefore, fuch as fay (as feme, ro lefs wickedly than
foolithly, do) that sf they were perfuaded of the Truth
of the Doétrine of Predefination, they wonld newer be
at any Pains or Care to ferve God more, had juft as good
fay plainly, they bave no Love t> Ged, and that they are
entire Strangers to the Nature of true Godlinefs.

. Fifthly, Confider, the Methed of Reafoning in the
Objedtion, is fuch as you would not allow to be juft,
in other Cafes of the like Nature. Can you think,
it would have been juft Reafoning in King FHexzekiah to
fay, that becanfe the Lard bad erdain'd ke ﬂ:au;l live

'l‘ftu'ﬂ



(75)

Fiftesn Years lomger (2 Kin. xx. 6.) he had no more need
of cither Food or Phyfick ? The Prophet lfaiah was of
another Mind, when he ordered a Lump of Figs to e
laid to the Boil, ver. 7. 'This fhews us, that God
brings about his Purpofes in the Ufe of fuitable Means,
and that it is therefore neceflary for us to obferve
them. Was ever anyething more abfolutely and po-
fitivelv fix’d in the Purpofe of God, than the Time
and Manner of Chrift’s Death? Fohn vii. 30. & viii.
20. & xii. 32, 33. Was he therefore unwife for
ufing any Means for his Prefervation from the Hands
of his Enemi¢s? Of which we have frequent Inftan-
ces, Foh. viii. §9. Luk. iv. 29, 30. Foh. xi. §3, 54.
Was St. Paul fo inconfiftent with himfelf, when, tho’
God had told him, that both he and all that were in
the Ship with him, fhould be faved thro’ all the Ha-
zards of their Voyage; yet, when the Ship-men were
about to go off in the Boat and leave the reft in the
Diftrefs, he faid to them, except thefe abide in the Ship,
ye cannat be faved? A&s xxvii. In like Manner, it
may be as truly and reafonably faid, that except the
Ele? be comuerted and fanétified, they cannot be faved
Jrom Hell; becaufe of the certain Conneétion God
has made between the Means and the End.  And none
Bave any Reafon to expett converting Grace, while
they prophanely negleét the AZcans of Grace.

As to the latter Claufe of the Objeltion, that the
Non-eleti, who have had the Opportunity of the Geofpel,
will be more miferable than if they had mot : 1 anfwer,
It is very likely it will be fo, with the moft of them :
But then, [ think, if they improv’d the Gofpel, as
they might do, tho' they would not be converted and
faved by it, yet they would not be the more, but per-
haps the lefs miferable for it. If it be enquir'd, For
what End the Gofpel is [ent to [uch as God has not pur-
pos’d to fave? 1 anfwer, It is chiefly for the Elk&’s
Sake that are among then;{ ; that thereby they. qi;:

2
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be brought in to' Chiifl, and prepai’d for the heavenly
Glory.
I fhall now conclude the Anfwer to the whole: Ob-
je&tion wi-h a gereral Remark or two, Seeing the
rine, in itfelf, does not take awav our Obligations
to a religious Life, but affords fufficicnt. Motives and
Arguments for it, then it is no Argument againft the
Truth of the Do&rine, tho’ fome ungodly Men fhould
abufe it to a Liberty to fin: Other Do@rines of the
Gofpel are liable to the fame abufe, as well as this.
Thus St. Paul obfcrves, that fome might be ready to
infer from the Gofpel-Doétrine of ‘Fuflification, as he
taid it down, that they might cantinue in Sim, that
Grace might absund, Rom. vi. 1. That fome would be
ready to object againft him, that he made Chriff the
Min:fley of Sin, i.e. one that gave Liberty and En-
couragement to 3in, Gal. 1. 17. And that fome did
actuailv afirm that he faid, Let us do Evil, that Good
may come, Rom. iii. 8. Again, The Lord Jefus, who
came to deffray the Ihorks of the Deuvil, and purchafe
to himfelf @ peculiar People, zealous of good Works, will
have his End; tho’ fome Men, of corrupt Minds,
fhould abufe his Truth, to the awful Aggravation of
their Guilt in the Day of his appearing. And I think
we have little Encouragement, to go to the frminiam
Scheme for the Advancement of true pratical Reli-
gion, if we confider what Advancerent this Way, it
bas produced fince it came in Fathion.
What is tarther broughc as an Objetion, by fome,
I think is bhardlv worth taking Notice of, viz. That
Jome will lc apt t2 take Occafiom, frem the Dectrine of
Predeftination, te /rve in @ flo:hful Neglizemce and Secu-
yity, frem @ Prefumption that they are elecled, and fo
canpat mifs of Sulvasion: And otbers will be apt te fall
snte Defpair, fram a fearful Apprebenfim, that they are
not clefted.  As I hinted already, weare to difimgui/h
between the Mhwfe unreafonsbly made of a Do&rine,

and
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and its wetural Temdency, in itfelf: And what Is there:
ih this Do&rine, that leads to either of thefe wide Be-
treamis ? How can it lead any to a grewmdlefs Prefump-
tion atid flothful Negligemee ; when, according to it,
none ha e-Reafon to perfuade themfelves they are elected,
until they are renew’d and fan@ify’d; and then they
cannot be carelefs about the Honour and Obedience-
due to God ? Hnw phall they that are dead to Sin, live
any loriger thereiz? Rom. vi, 2. All the Gofpel-Argu-
ments to a Life of Holinefs, and this of their Election
among the reft, do then effeCtually engage their Hearts:
toit. Indeed, if they knew their Ele@ion before
their Converfion, before they believ'd in Chrift and
low'd God, no doubt they would abufe it to Sloth' and
Licentioufnefs, till God chang’d their Hearts: But:
they have no fure Evidegce of their Election till they'
are brought to a better Difpofition. And how can it
bring any to Defperatiin, when they .cannot know that-
they are wnet elected ? For Perfons te conclude pofitively,
that they are appointed to Deflruélion, is to conclude
without Reafon, and a Pretending to know the un-
reveal'd Secrets of God’s Breatt. |

- Some think the Words of the Lord Jefus,” Luke xix.,
42. are contrary to thjs Do&trine; where he fays of
Ferdfalem, If thou badft known, in this thy Day, the
Things that belong té thy Peace! but mow they ave hid
rom thine Eyes. Which Werds, they fuppofe, im-
port, that the Inhabitants of that City had, before
that Time, had fuch inward Afiftance from God, 2s
put it in their Power to convert themfelves ; but which
were then forever withdrawn from them, for their A-
bufe of them, fo that their Cafe was then beyond all
Hope. And in this fame Senfe they fuppofe, that all
Men bave a Day of Grace, in fome Part of their Life,
or, as they rather chufe to term it, @ Day of Fifsitation.
But this Opinien is without any Foundation in the
TFext: How can the Words fignify, that their tgzy -
~ re
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there fpoken of, was a Time in which they had fufli.
¢icnt inward Grace; when they clearly imply, that
they did not fo much as know the Things that be-
Jong’'d to their Peace in that Day? The true Import
of our Lord’s Words is, - That tley had had, in that
Day of his publick Miniftry among them, fufficient
autward Means of Convifion, that he was tue true
MMcffiub ; fuflicient to prevail with them, as rational
Creatures, to acknowled se and ewn him as fuch ; not-
withftanding of which, they reje@ed and perfecuted
him, and would, in a little Time pat him to Death ;
for which they fhould, before long, be punith’d with
utter Ruin, both of their City and Nation, as it fol-
lows in the next Words. And fo the Words alfo fig-
nify, that there waslefs Probabilty and reafonabie Hope
of their being converted to Gad, after all fuch Meaas,
had been fo long quite loft upon them, than there was
before, according ta God’s ordinary Way of Working.

And now | have gone thro’ all the comtrary Argu-
ments and Objeclions, of any Confequence, that 1
koew of ; and upen the whole, muft defire the careful
Reader, ferioufly to look back and confider, if the
Doétrine of abjolute Predefiination, a8 it has been ftated
and reprefented, be mot entirely agreeable to Reafon,
clearly founded on Scripture, and perfely confiftent
with cvery Part of it, and confequently a moft certain
‘Truth of God. Let us not be wilfully refolved againft
admitting rcafonable Evidence, but gwit earfelves like
Men, and ufe our Underftandings, with humble Ap-
plication to God, on whom all Creatures are dependant,
for a right Judgment and a found Mind. Don’t fay,
vou won’t believe it, juft becaufe you dom’t like it:
That is both the Shame and Crime of a reafonable Be-
ing ; and the greateft Folly in the World ; for it it be
a %‘rutb, it will be fo, whether you like it and believe
it, or not. And let us alfo confider, what is the pro-
per Ufe, and native Tendency of the Dodtrine: And
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fo, let us humbly lie low, as guilty Criminals, beford
the Foot-flool of Gaed’s Sovereignty, acknowledging
his Right to difpofe of us, for Life or Death, as bé
pleafess Let us not be Rupidly eafy in our Minds,
without the Experience of fupernatural, fan&ifying
Grace in our Hearts; the only Evidence of our Elec-
tion, and M.an of folid Comfort, without which ne
Mon fall [ec the Lord. Let us feck and long for it,
in all the Ways of God’s Commands and Ordinances,
where it is moft likely to be found; and not treafure
up greater Loads of Wrath to- ourfelves, againft the
Day of Wrath, by Difobedience to the gicat Law-
giver’s Authority, Let fuch of us, as God has given
the Tokens of his fpecial Love unto, in our San&ifica-
tion, give the Glory and Praif ts bim alme: And fhill
endeavour, to live anfwerable to the .Obligations of
fuch wonderful, diftinguifhing Love and Grace. Let
.us give up all Confidence of our own Ability, and De-
pendance on our own Righteoufnefs and good Doings,
to ewtitle us to Happinefs ; cafting ourfelves only om
the Mediation and Attonement of the Son of God, as
he is reveal’d and propos’d in the Gofpel ; feeking for
that living Faith in him that brings Joy and Peace to
the Soul, that works by Love and the freeft Obedience.
Such as thefe are the Things, which this Doétrine na-
turally leads to; and fo, it agrees to the great Defign of’
in the New-Cousnant, the llluftratioa of the great-
Glory of his Free Grace, in the Salvation of guilty
Sinners: Whereas the contrary Scheme defaces and
finks it down : But God will have the Glory, and it's
fit he fhou’d : The whole Glory, from firft to laft; he
has fecur’d to himfelt. As he laid the Foundation of
Sinners Salvation in pure, free, and rich Grace, fo, at
the Ia Day, be will bring forth the Head-flone thereof
with Sheutings, crying, Grace, Grace unto it, Zech,

v, 7. :
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