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Glory of the GO SP E L.
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2 Cor. iii. 18.

But we a.l wéth cpen Face, bebolding as in @ Glafs the.
Glory of the Lord, are changed into the [ame Image, .
from Glzry to Giory, even as by the Spirit of tbegarq. Y
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QIZTHIEERR N this Context, from the 6th Verfey < 5"
%%‘g Rs5 the Apoftle is manifeftly runging = o
g):; Q 2<3y Parallel between the Law 4nd tl'e i
] 55 Golpel ; or between that Revelation® * ~

S ! Yy clatior
%&%@8‘ of the divine Mind, which qurmﬁéé' I
MQPEL ALy tod/rael by Mefes, in Matters relating: - -
8"3%%598 to their c%rlxal/Salva,tion, and;ﬂiéz; Sl
velation which he has made by his Son Fef#s Cbrlf" 3
by his holy Apoliles, in an extraordinary Manner jripis.
red by his Spirit; fhewing, in feveral Inftances, howedns -
finitely the /faster is prefcrable to the former. {L'hﬁk .
two Dilpenfations he calls by various Names: Th?:'%

~
.
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Jaick Difpenfation he calls the Letter, the Winifraiial. =

of Death, the M inifiration of Condemnation, and the 015# ¥
SN : Teftament. 5 *
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4 The Glory of the Gofpel.

Teffament : The Chriffian, or more full Gofpel Difpen-
fation, he Term: the New Tefanzent, the Spirit, and the
Minifiration of Righteoufnefs. Thelegal \*ifpenfation he
calls the Letter, in Allufion to the engraving of the mo-
ral Law,in legible Charaéters, upon two Tables of Stone;
as alfo, becaufe it feil much fhort of that Life and {piri-
tual Influence upon the Heart, which the more clear
Revelation of the Gofpel is attended with ; which, upon
the other Hand, he calls the Spirit upon this Account,
viz. Becaufe, more fully opening the great and blefled
Myltery of the Recovery and Salvation of undone Sin-
ners, thre’ the Mediation of the Son of God, it is gene-
rally attended with more of the precious, fanctifying and
comforting Influences of his holy Spirit upon the Hearts
of his People. The fir{t thing wherein the Apoftle ob-
ferves that the Golpel exceeds the Law in Excellence
and Glory he cxprefles in thete Words, the letzer kil-
deth, but the Spirit giveth Lifz.  The Mofaick Difpen-
fation very cleariy r-vealed God’s Law and Man’s Du-
ty.: It plainly diicovered the awfu: Deferts of Sin ; and
‘et forth its Penalty in the flaming Colours of Dread and
Terrgx. Thefe things, [ fay, were clearly revealed ;
but the way of Relief for undone Sinners more dimly,
in' dark Types and obfcure Prophecies : So that God's
People, being confcious of Sin, were generally liable to
very great Difquiet and Diltre(s of Mind; and could not
fetch fuch a fiveet and fovereign Balfam from that dark
Difpenfation, to the healing of their woundedConfciences,
2* 1ow they may from the clear Revelation of Chrift,
wno has brought Life and Immortality to Light by the
Gofpel : And therefore, the Apoftle calls that a ki//ing,
and this a Life-giving Difpenfation. But let not any
prefumptuous unfanctified Sinners foolifhly conclude
tfrom hence, that they have no Reafon for fuch Anxiety
or Diftres about their Souls now, under the gracious
Difpenfation of the Gofpel : It fpeaks Peace to none but
humble fandtified Believersin the Lord Jefus ; and de: B
clares you to be in a perithing Condition, under-the §
Wrath and Curfe of the great God, every Momenty . §

)

while you continuz in your unregenerate Eftate. "
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Y ve Glory or Ipe Goujpei. 6s

The Apoftle, farther to thew the great Excellency of
the Gofpel above the Law, tzkes notice of the Glory
that was even in that killing Difpenfation ; which was
fignified by the Glory that fhone in the Face of Mofer,
after Ged had delivered the Law to him in the hol

Mount, fo that the Children of I7ael could not ftedfaft-

ly behold him for the Glory of his Countenance. And
hence, Verfe 9. he uftly argues, that if the Miniftre-
tion of Condemnation be Glory, much more doth the Mini-
fration of Righteoufnefs exceed in Glory. Thatis, if that
Difpenfation, that was attended with fo much Terror,
even to the godly themfelves, had fuch Glory ‘init ;
much more muft be the Glory of the Gofpel . Difpenfa-
tion, wherein is clearly revealed that blefled Righteouf
nefs which God has provided, and Chrift has wrought
for their compleat Juftification, from the Guilt of all
their Sins that can annoy their Conftiences.

In the /af Place, (not to Le critical and tedious in Re-
marks upon the Context) the in{pired Apoftle takesno-
tice of the Pre-eminence of the Gofpel above the Law,
in Point of Light and Clearnefs. The old Difpenfation,
comparatively, made but a very dark Difcovery of the

e a7 m e bt A e we aee e s

glorious Method of Salvation, thro’ the Righteoufnefs
of Jefus Chrift : Which the Apoftle obferves, was fige

nified by Mofes’s covering his Face with a Vail while
he publithed to the People all that God had fpcken to
him in the Mount. The Glories of the newCovenant
were contained in that Difpenfation, but darkly, as it
were under a Vail ; {fo thac the Church of God could

then difcern but fome Glimmerings of them ; but-now;

fays he, e all with open Face, beboiding as ina Gla

&e. | R
Thus you fee, with what Defign thefe Words ‘ares

here introduced. The Text contains very glokiéns;:
Wweighty and fubftantial Truths: For the Explication of
1t you may take Notice of thefe fix Particulars. 1. The |
Perfons fpoken of, e all. 2. The A& afcribed to them, °

bebolding. 3. The Objest of this A&, about which it is
‘?‘?’f@feda The Qlory of the Lord. 4. The Medium by

and

the Glory of the Lord, are changed into the [ame Image,
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66 The Glory of the Gefpel.

and in which this Object is heheld, which is compared to
a Glafs, Bebolding as in a Glals the lory ef the Lord,
5. The Effet? produced by the beh:lding of God’s Glo.
ry, beholding the Glory of the Lerd. we are changed
intothe fame [mnce, F-om Glory to Glory. 6. The effcient
Caufe, by which this great Effect is wrought, the Spirit
¢f the Lord.

The opening of thefe Particulars will put the Text in
a juft and clear Light. And as to the

1. The Perfons {fpoken of, are all true TFelieversin
Chrift, in this Time of clear Gofpel Light, fince he has
beep manifefted in the Flefh.

2. The A of beholding afcribed to them, is not to

be underftood of a bodily, but an intelleZual Vifion, per-
formed by the Eye of the Mind, enlightned by the Spi-
it of God ; and fignifies, not a hafty tranfient Vook,
but a fteady continued Contemplation, like a Perfon
- viewing himfelfin a Glafs.
-3 The Obsei? beheld and Jook’d upon, is the Glory of
2he Lerd: That is, that divine Glory which fhines in the
great Truths of the Gofpel ; that Glory ot God which
ke has manifefted and declared in them.

4 The Medium in and by which this Glory of God
is difcovered, which is here compared to a Glafs, is the
Gofpel it felf. viz. that Revelation which God has gra-
cioufly vouchfafed to us by his own Son, in things rela-
ting to our eternal Salvation. The things therein re-
vealed and made known to the Children of Men fhine
with an orient and divine Brightneft. In them much
of the Glory of God himfelf is difplay’d before our Eyes.
It’s true, much of God’s Glory is feen in his Ordinances:
efpecially that gloricus one which we have this Day been
attending upon before him ; but then it muft be remem-
bred, that they receive all their Light from the Gofpel,
as the Moon doesfrom the Sun ; without this they would
be very dark Inftrutors, and rather Vails to cover, than
Glaffes to difcover the Glory of God : But in the Light: |
of the Gofpel they are bleffed Mediums, whereby . God: . §
comm unicates much of himfelf to his People, - "° " -+ &

| | - Now: |




Tve Glory of tbe Gojper. oy

Now the Gofpel is compared to a Glafs upon the fol-
lowing Accounts; |

1. Becaufe of its great Clearnefs ; not only abfolutely
in it felf, but, in a {pecial manner relatively, compared
with the foregoing Revelation under the Law, which a3
much tranfcends it in this refpet,as aGlafs, forDifcovery,
exceedsa Vail. The myfterious and ravithing Glories
of the new Covenant which were vail’d under the Law,
are brought to open View by the Gofpel. And this is
manifeftly one of the Defigns of our Apoftie in this Si-
militude : For, having obferved the Darknefs of the for-
mer Difpenfation, reprefented by Mofes his vailing of
his Face, fo that the Children of Ifrzel could not ftead-
faftly look to the End of that which is abolifhed, than
with an adverfative, but he fubjoins, we all with open
Face, betold as in ¢ Glafs the Glory of the Lord. They,
as thro’ a Vail, but we, asin a Glafs.

2. The Gofpel may be campared to a Glafs becaufe of
its relative Darknefs and Obfcurity, compared with the
bright Difpenfation in the Church Triumphant above :
For altho’ a Glafs is clearer than a Vail, yet it -is more
obfcure than immediate Vifion: Hence fays the fame A~
poftle, 1 Cor. 13. 12. Now we fee through a Glafs, darkly,
but then Face to Face. .

3. The Gofpel is here compared to a Glafs becaule of’
the exa® dgreement and Refemblance, that is between &
Perfon looking in a Giafs and the Image which he- be-
holds in it : For as there is an exaét Similitude between
‘ghe Perfon and the Image in a Glafs, {o there-is a §imi>
litude between the glarious things difcovered in the GOk
pel and the Perfon that beholds them. Only thers is
this Difference to be remark’d in the Comparifon, Thas.’
a Perfon looking in a Glafs refle@s his Image upen
ity but the Perfon looking in the Gofpel does not bring:
his Image into it ; but the glerious 1'hings he therein.
beholds reflet their Image upon him ; fo as that he is e~
ven ehanged and transformed into their very Likenefs:
As if a Perfon, in a Glafs, thould behold the glorious I-
mage of the Sun, and receive the Refle&tion of it’s
Bﬂghtnefs back again vpon himfelf, INow, although

RS O there




.

¢8 The Glory of the Gofpel.

there is this Difference in the Similitude between the
Gofpel and a Glafs, as to the Thing producing the cor-
refponding Image ; yet fuch a Correfpondence and A-
greement there is, in both Cafes; and in this Refpet the
Comparifonis juft and fuitable: Asthere isa Refemblance
between the Image in the Glafs and the Perfon that be-
holds it, fo the Glory of God, in the Gofpel, refles its
own Likensfs upon the Beholder, and changes him into
the {ame Image And it’s plain that the Apolftle, in the
Similitude, had his Eye particularly upon this Part of it
from the next Words, beholding as in a Glafs the Glory
of the Lord, we are, fays he, changed into the fame Image.
As if he had faid, when we look into the Gofpel of
Chrift,and therein behold the Glory of God, immediate-
ly therz is a Likenefs ftruck up between it and us ; and
herein, itis asif we were looking in a Glafs. We are
changed into the fame Image, from Glory to Glory.

In thefe Wordsis contain’d the gth Thing obferv-
able in the Text, which is the great Effe(7 produced by
teholding God’s Glory in the Gofpel. By beholding
the Things which God has revealed in the Gofpel in
their divine Glory and Luftre, the Soulis fo powertully
wrought upon as to be transformed into the very fame
Image, from Glory to Glory. By this image and Glery
into which fuch asare truly enlightened are changed,
18 undoubtedly meant their Santtification, and Confor-
mity to God in Holinefs, which is wrought by the In-
ftrumentality of the Gofpel in the Hand of the blefled
Spirit:” But [ cannot think with fome judicious Inter-
preters, that the Apoftle’s D zn in thefe laft ‘W ords,
Jrom Glory to Glory, is to fignity the Progrefsand Growth
of Sanétification in theGodly : Asif he had faid, Fromone
Degreeof beautifulHolinef: to another.But what he means
by Glory,in the firft Word, is that which before he had
call'd the Glory of the Lord appearing in the Gofpel:
So that this latter Senteuce, we are charced from Glory te
Glery,is much the fame with the former, debelding the
Glory of rbe Lord, we are chang'd intothe fame hmage.
Only in this, the Apoltie exprefly declares what was but
mpligd in that, viz. That Hulinefi is & very glorious

B ) Thing 3




The Glory of the Gofpel. 69

Thing ; and more fully expreffes the Intereft and In-
{ftrumentality which the Gn"pel has in the Produion of
it; fhewing, that from the Glory of God in the Gofpel,
is reflected and imprefled this Glory of Holinefs upon
thofe who behold it ; and that, not tranfiently and fuper-
ficially ; but fo as they are wholly changed, and altoge-
ther new formed into the fame glorious Image.

The 6th and laft Particular to be obferved in the
Words, is the Author of this great Change ; exprefled
in thefe \Words, even as by the Spirit of the Lerd. The
Particle a5, in this Place, is not a Note ot Szmilitude, but;
of Reaiity : It does not fignify, that this Change is
wrought only as if it were done by the Spirit of the
Lord, but in Reality is not.  Says Mr. Beza, itisnota
Note of Comparifon, but of Comgrucncy or Fitnefs, and
fo fignifies the Truth and Reality of the Thing. Inthe
fame Senfe we have like Partieles elfewhere ufed by this
Apoftle: Thus, Ver. gth of this Chapter he fays, No*
that we ar¢ (ufficient of our lelves, to think any Thing as
of eur felves. Andin the laft Verfe of the preceeding
Chapter, But as of Sincerity, but @ of God, inthe Sight
of God, [peck we in Chrif: Where the Senfe is the
fame as if the as were wanting ; for, fure the Apoftle
does not mean that he only made an Appearance apd,
Shew of Since:ity in preaching the Gofpel. |

From the Text thus explain’d, I fhall take Notice of
thefe three Propefitions of Truth, clearly contained
i1t

I. That there is much of God’s Glory revealed and dif~

played in the Gofpel.

2. That the Sight of God’s Glory in the Gofpel isof

a transforming Efficacy : The Soul that beholds it,
18 thereby changed into the fame Image.

8- That the Holy Spirit of God is the greai Author,
and efficient Caufe of this glorious Change,

I begin with the firt of thefe, viz,
_ Prop. 1. That there is much of God’s Glory revealed
and difplay'd in the Gofpel

E | n




70 Zie Glery of the Gofpel.

In treating dorinally upon it, I fhall only confider
wherein fo much of God’s Glory is manifefted in the
Gofpel, and what of his Glory is manifefted therein.

And here I fhall principaliy take Notice of that which
is the great Subject and Foundation of the whole Gof-
pzl, viz That adorable aftonifhing Method which God
has contriv’d, and, in the Gofpel, revealed for the Re.
covery and Salvation of f:llen undone Sinners. Thi
is the very Subftance and Quinteffence of the Gofpel :
This is that which, above all Things, makes it fo infi-
nitely tran{cend and exceil all the Revelations that ever
God made to Mau :  If the M:niffration of Condemnati-
on ke Glory, much more doth the Minifration of Righte-
oufnefs exceed in Glory : This is that which above alk
T hings, cafts a blooming Glory all round the Gofpel,
as the Sun is the chief Glory of the vifibl> Heavens.
God has fet much ot his Glory before our Evesin the
vifible Creation: ke Heavens declare tie Glirv of God,
and tre Firmament (beweth bis bandy IHork., The inovi-
fible Things of bim frem the Creation f the Florld are
clearly feen, being unde: ffood by the T ings tkat are mads,
even his eternal Power and Godbea] :  They thew forth
the infinite Power, unfearchable Wifdom, and aderable
Sovereignty cf their great Author : But, O ! Sirs, the
Glory of (god thines infinitely brighter in the aftonifhing
Contrivance of Salvation revealed in the Gofpel.

That [ may the more clearly op<n this Subject, and
fet it before you in its divine Glory, it will be neceflary
to confider alittle what a deplorable Condition Sin had
brought Man into: Man, by Sin, fell into a twofold
Mifery, the Mifery of a condemngd State, and of a de-
praved vicious Quality  So foon as Man had troken the
Law of God, he was thereby condemned to undergo that
Punithment which his Sin deferved, which Penalty he
could fully difchargein no thorter a Duration than that
of Eternity: Hence, in order to the Sinner’s being
reftored to Happinef:, he muft be legally delivered from
this Sentence of Condemnation, and bro’t into a State of
g.)ftiﬁcation as ceinpleat as if he had never finned. By

n, alfo, Man loft the glerious moral Image of - (‘:}0{11i i
w -
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which he wasat firft created ; confifting in Knowledge,
Righteoufnefs and true Holinefs.  He is now begome
naturally propenfe to Sin, and averfe te Holinefs; hig
Underftanding dark, his Will perverfe and obftinate ;
his uniting Affections are turned away from God, ter-
minated upon the Creature, and on Sin ; (o that bis car-
2al Mird is Enmity againff God ; he hates God and his
riphteous L.aw: And {o,in order to the fallen Crea-
ture’s Reftoration, there muft of Neceflity be a great
and univerfal Change wrought upon his Soul : It muft
be adorned with new and heavenly Qualities, the old
wicked Dirpcfitions mortified, and the Power of Sin
taken away ; it being the greateft Inconfiftency imagi-
nable, in the very Nature of the Thing, fora Creature
to be happy in the Enjoyment of God without Confor-
mity to him, having his Heart poflefs’d with Enmity a-
gainfthim. Now, any effeCtual Method for the Refto-
ration and Recovery of undone Sinners, muft remedy
this double Mifery, by obtaining for them the twoﬁo]d
Benefit of Juftification and San&ification : In the Me-
thod which God has eftablithed for this End, and re-
vealed in the Gofpel, he has amply provided for their

Relief in both thefe Refpects.

For,
I. He has therein determined that his own dear and

¢ternal Son fhould take upon him our Nature into a per-
fonal Union with himfelf, and therein yield a full Sa-
tifattion to the Law, anfwering to the utmoft all its
Demands upon the Sinner by obeying and fuffering.
This was the ftrange Way which the great God propos’d
for obtaining the Juftification of condemned Sinners ;
They were to be delivered from under the condemning
Sentence of the Law by Chrift’s taking it upon himfelf,
and anfivering it for them. |

2. 'The Lord determined to fend the Holy Ghoft to
fanctify their wicked and unclean Hearts, who, inthe
Ufe of fuitable Means appointed for that End, fhould
convince his Ele& of their utter Undonenes by Sin,
of the All-fofficiency of Chrift alone for their Relief,

ang fo, -uniting their Hearts to Jefus Chrift by Faith,

L
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thould turn them again to the blefled God, and reneyw
his ho'y Image upon them, that God may again delight
in them, and they delight in him.

This is briefly that blefled Scheme that was laid i
the eternal Mind from everlalting, for the Recovery
and Relief of undone Creatures, fallen into fuch de.
plorable Circumftances : And, fure the elation which
it bears to us, asit isan effe:tval Scheme laid for ad-
vancing us to the higheft Happinefs, from eternal, de-
ferved, and the moft abandon’d Mifery, were enough to
make it very glorious in our View, and high in our E-
fteem without any other- Confideration. But let usa
little farther enquire into the Nature of the Thing itfelf, -
and we fhall find it the greateft Expreffion of the Glory
of God, the moft beautiful Reprefentation of the divine
PerfeCtions that ever was difcovered to the intelligent
World ; themoft bright and glorious Scene that ever
was laid open to the View ot the rational Creation;
which putsa new Song into the Mouths cf all the An-
eels in Heaven, and is a Subject ot t'e fweeteft Con- |
templaticn forever to all the Saints of God, whoare
brought to the immediate Enjoyment of his Glory in the
Vifion of it.

Angd, :

1. You may obferve that the Glory of God’s infinite
Witdom very eminently fhines in it. This you may
{ee,

1. By confidering the great and (to a created Under-

ftanding infuperable Difficulties that ftood in the way.
of any Method fufficient for the Recovery of fallen St
ncrs.

2. By confidering the Method it felf, which God has
" propofed to amfwer all thefe Difficulties, and. obtain the
Sinner’s Happinefs. And,

3. The Fitrefs and Sufficiercy of the Mean propos'd
to obtain the End defigned.

If we duly look into thefe Particulars, and compare
them together, with the Help of the holy Spirit, we fhall
find our felves plung’d in a Depth of the divine Wif-
dem that knows no botfom, which our finite Underftan-

. | T e




Tbe Glory cf the Gojpei. "3

dings can never fathom, a-d be obliged to ufe the A-

oftle’s Exclamation, Rom. 1i. 33. O 2-¢ Depth of the
Riches bo. b of the tVifuom and Knowledge of God! how
anfearchable are bis udgm nts, and bis 11 ays paf finding
out! “'ho hatk ksown the Min/ of the Lord 2 or who
batb been bis Coxnfellor 2 Wifdom, in he general, con-
£fts in the propofing ct a worthy and valuable £»d.and
the moft {u:table M. ans for the attaining of that End ; but
when a fir and tfufficient Mean is projected in the midft
of the moft perplexing Dithculties, in the prefent
Cafe, this fcts off the . ifcevery with a very bright Luftre -
The furmounted Difficulties thew the Greatnefs of the
Wifdom. Something of the Difficulty of this Cafe will
appear, by confidering the Nature and Tenor of the
Law of Gad, which he at firft delivered to Man to be
the Rule of his moral Government. God*at firft deli-
vered his Law to Man with the San&ions of Rewards
and Punifhments, in the Form of a Covenant, which,
from the Nature of it, is generally term’d, The Covenann
of H%rks ; the Tenor of which was, that upon Condition
of perfe¢t Obedience ke fhould erjoy an everlafting Life
of Happinefs ; but, upon the other Hand, in C;afe of
" Difobedience and Rebellion againft God, his rightful So-
vereign, he fhould infailibly bear the Punilhmeniwhich
his Sin deierved, either in his own Perfon, or by a Sure-
ty for him ; in thort, that the Punifiment which his Sin
deferved, fhould be fome way or other fuftained.y This
Method the all-wife God eftablithed as 21 invariable Law
~to him{eif to a&t by, in his judicial Procefles with Man :
And in this Covenant-¥orm I would be underftood to
fpeak of the Law, whenioever I fhall have Occafion to
mention it upon this Head.

That perfect Obedience was couftituted the only and
indifpenfable Condition of Life, is plain from that of Pau/,
Rom 10, 5. Mofes, fays he, defcribeth the Righteoufnefs
which is of the Law, that the Man which doth thofe things
foall live by them. With many other Scriptures. See
Matth. 19. 17. where a Perfon asking our Lord, whas
be fhould do that be might have eternal Life, the Lord
aufwers him according to the Notion which he had of

" F 3 the
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the way of Life, which was the way of the old Cove-
nant, by kis own Works, faying, If thou wilt enter into
Life, keep the Commandments. i. e If thou wilt enter in.
to Life, the Way that thou apprehendeft, thou muft per-
fectly keep the Commandments. The Lord refers him
to the Condition of the fir{t Covenant. in order t. con-
vince him of his Miftake, when he tho’t of obtaining e-
ternal Life by his own Obedience, giving him to under-
ftand that his own Obedience would not do unlefsit were
abfolutely perfect, which he could not juftly pretend to,
and therefore,itconcerned him to look fomewhere elfe for
Life *han to hisownW orks,even toChrit himfelf byFaith,
See a:fo Luke 10, 27, 28. Gal. 5. 3. And, that the Law
condemned to condign Punithment, upon the firft Tranf
greflion. isas plain, Gal. 3. 10. As mary as arc of the
Works cf the i aw, are under the Curfe: For it is written,
Curfed 15 every one that continueth not in all Things which
are wri‘ten in the Bock ¢f the Law to do them. Thisis
the Voice of the f.cw in its firft Covenant-Form. Both
thefe Parts of this L.aw-Covenant are comprifed in that
brief Sum of it, Gen. 2. 7. In the Day that thou eatef
thereof, thsu [balt furely dic.

Now this being the Tenor and Conftitution of the
Law of God, as he at firft delivered it to Man, it’s evi-
dent, that upon his Difobedience, an awful Sentence of
Condemnation immediately devolv’d upon his guilty §
Head, and the Law took hold upon him asa Tranfp reffor §
that muft die the Dcath : The Punithment which his §
Sin deferves muft be fuftain’d to fatisfy the Law, trere’s §
no avoiding it : So that it 15 not to be admired that our |
firft Parents, when they had difobeyed the divine Law,
were ftruck with fuch Fear and Dread at the hearing of §
the Vcice of God, tho’ it was their Folly to think of hi- §
ding themfelves from his Prefence, and an early Evi-
dence of their Lofs of the divine Image. And this be-
ing the wotul Circumftance of tallen rebellious Man, an |
eifectual Method for his Relief muft needs be of very |
difficult Dilcovery: For the Penalty of the Law mult
be anfwered in its utmoft Extent, for maintaining the §
Honour of God’s adorable Scvereignty, his Truth and

- Immutability:
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'mmutability. The Queftion is not fingly, Hcw fball
the Law be anfwered? The Reply tothis had been eafy,

The Creature that has finn’d muft fuffer : But, alafs;

then he muft fuffer to Eternity ; nc lefs, from a finite
Creature, is equal to the Demerit of Sin, or can make

Satisfaction for Rebellion againft infinite Majelty : And

then where had his Salvation been ? Butthe Queftion is,
How fPall the Law be anfwered,and yet the Sinner [aved ?

How fhall the Sinner be relieved from the Execution of
the condemning Sentence of the Law, and yet the Sen-

tence fully executed? What Scheme can be projected
and bro’'t to iffue that will compafs both thefe Ends ?
Whereby the Sinners eternal Happinefs and the Law’s
Lxecu ion fhall confift together : No Method can be
fufficient for obtaining the Sinner’s Happinefs, but fuck

asat the fame time fhall provide for the full Satisfacticn
of the Law in all its weighty Claims upon him ; fo that

oar Condition was plainly reduced to the laft Extremity.
Had this one Queftion been put to Creatures for a Refo-
lution, how long, think you, had it remain’d unanf{we-
red? Would it not have ftruck a profound Silence thro’
~ the whole Creation ? Shall miferable Man be delivered
- by the Interpofition of the holy Angels ? Alafs ; they
are but finite Creatures, unable to {uftain the Weight of
Sin’s deferved Punifhment, in any limited Duration :
Aud were they able, yet, they are not willing ; they

have not the Compaffions of 2 God. And the poor Sin-
ner himfelf cannot fatisfy the Law, otherwife than by
fuffering eternally. How long fhould the condemned
Wretches have rack’d their Inventions for the Sclution
of the important Queftion to no purpofe : How many
elaborate Contrivances had vanifhed, like a Vapour, in
the Air, and come to nothing : How many fair Schemes
had been crufh’d in the Embryo, and never come to
Perfetion. Some fuch fruitlefs Propofals, as might have
poffibly been the Iffues of their diftrefledConfultations,we
have excellently reprefented by the Prophet Micab in
the 6th Chapter of his Prophecy, the G6thand 7th Verfes,
Wherewith (bail I come before the Lord, and bow my felf
before the high God 2 Shall I come before bim with Rurnt

F 4 Offerings,
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Offerings, with Caives of @ Vear old 2 IVill the Lord be
pleafed with Thoufands of Ram<, or with ten Thoufands of
Rivers of 0112 Shall 1give my Firfi-born for my Tranf-
grefi n, the Fruit of my Body for the Sin of my Sou! 2
Alafs ; what areall thefe to the juftDemands of the boldly
violated Law of God ? and yet, What can the guilty
Creature do more than he here propofes ! Is his Cafe
then utterly irreparable ? Is it quite defparate ? Muft the
whole finful Race infallitly perith for ever without Re-
medy ? O! Let Heavenand Earth be aftonithed and
admire ; the great God has found and provided a blefled
Remedy, which eafily furmountsall the Ditficulties in the
Way. Behold the Produét of Jehovah’s Wifdom, what
aftrange way he has contriv’d to fatisfy the broken Law,
and fave the guilty Rebel : God’s own eternal and co-
equal Son,the {econdPerfon in the gloriousGodhead,takes
our Nature, a human Body and Soul, in the Womb of
the blefled Virgin, into a perfonal Union with himfelf,
fo that the divine and human Nature are but one Per-
{on, but one Lord Jefus Chrift ; and in this human Na-
ture, he yields a perfect Obedience to the Precept of the
Law, thus fulfilling for Sinners the Law’s Condition of
¢ternal Life, and fuftains its awful Penalty to the vimoft,
bears that unfpeakable Weight of Punifhment which
the Law condemned the Sinner to ; and fo the Son of
Gog him/If becomes a propitiatory Sacrifice for the Sin-
ner, the Crzator f r the Creature. Now, what a bright
Glory of divine Wifdem firikes our Eye at the firft
View of this Method, which God has found out for the
De'iveranice and Salvation of condemned Creatures !
Who conld ever Fave taought of te Creator’s becom-
ing a Creature ! Of God’s becoming Man ! That the
divine and the human Nature, in the Perfon of the Son
of God, fro..'d ' ¢ fo nearly united as to t:e but one Per-
ton! Inde.d, 1o great, fo vaft is the Myftery, that now
it is revealed to be fo, yet we cannot comprehend it, how
1t iy 15 I:as well aftonifhes as fayesus : So that it yuftly
detGrves the Apofile’s Epithet, 1 Tim. 3. 10. Mitoout
Cowrev rfo, favsie, great is the Myfory of Godlinfs;
G e g e Ko When no lefsa Sacrifice
Wooltoni's & o pav, and atens tor the Creature’s Siny
the
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the eternal Son of God by this itrange Union with Flefh
offers up himfelf, a Sacrifice of infinite Value. Heb. 10,
4. 5. It is not poffible that the Blood of Bull: and of Goats
(thofe Jewifh Sacrifices) fbould take away Sins ; where-

fore, when be cometh into the /Vorld, he (aith, Sacrifice

and Cffering thou wouldf} not, but a Body haff thuu pre-

pared me.  No other expedient but this was found {uffi-

cient. The Apoftle here refers to the 6th Verfe of the
goth Plalm, where the Words are, Mine Earshaf? thoe
opened ; but the Apoftle rightly interprets the Intend-
ment of them to be, @ Body baf ti:ow preparcd me ;
which the Pfalmift means, when he fpeaks of the For-
mation and Organizing of the Ear, onc oi the Members
of a human Body. :

‘Thus vou have heard fomething of the Intricacy of
the Cate of Sinner’s Reftoration to Happinefs, and the
eXpedient propofed. Let us now confider how the di-
vine Wiidom appears in the Fitnefs and Sufficiency of this
Method tor the obtaining of its defigned LErd. It was
defigned for the Deliverance of the guilty Sinner from
the Condemnation of the divine Law, and advancin
him to eternal Happinefs, by anfwering all the Claims
and Demands which the Law had upon him, and which
ftood as {p many flaming Swords, guarding againft him
the Way to the Tree of Lite, and terribly forbidding
his approach. The Law demanded two Things of the
Sinner,

I. A perfeét and finlefs Obedience, as the Condition
of eternal Life - Upon no other Terms could eternal
Life be enjoy’d ; this Condition muft be fulfilled, other-
wife the promifed Life cannot be obtain’d. Now our
bleffed Y.ord Jefus fully anfwered this Claim of the Law
it the Sinner’s Room ; he yielded 2 perfect and finlefs
Obedience to it; he was holy, harmlets, undetiled, fepa-
rate from Sinners; and {o obtain’d for Believers the loft
Tiﬂf} to eternal Happinels, by fulhlling .fOI‘ thcm the
qgndition upon which only it was promifed : He was
taerefore made under the Law, that {o be might redeem
ihem tihat were under the Law, Gal. 4. 4 5. ThLe

.2. Tle
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2. The Law demanded of the Sinner Punifhment for
his Difobedience : And this muft alfo be anfwerea before
his Happine:s can be obtain’d : Our glorious :.ord {ub-
mitted his blefled Head to the Stroke of Juftice, ftand-
ing between the Sinner and the awful Blow, taking it
upon himrelt : He f.lly fatisfied the peenal Demands of
the violated Law, fo that it could require no more.
This will appear it we confider the vaft W eight of Suf-
fering which our dear Redeemer bore, and ti:e exalted
Dignity of his Perfon who fuftain’d it. How did he
fufrer in his Nem> ' That awful Name which the holy
Angels low adore, and at which every Knee fhall bow:
With what Scorn and Derifion, with what Indignity
and Mock-Hoemoage was our fovereign Lord abus'd, by
an inhuman and infulting Rabble ! What did he 1uffer

= -y
in his Body ! Being fcourged with cruel W hips, crow'd
with pointed Thorns, pierced thro’ with iron Nails, and
rack’d upon the curfed Tree. But, O ! What did he
fuffer in his $ea/ ! In the Garden and upon the Crofs!
It pleafed the Lord to bruife b:m, and to make bis Soul, as
weil as his Body, an Offcring for Sin. God the Father
made all the Sea-Billows of Lis \3'rath pas over him :
So weighty was the amazing Preifure, o deep the A-
gony of his Soul, thatit exprefi'd a heavy Shower of
Blood from his facred Body, and makesh:m fay, Now is
my Soul 2xceeding forrowfui, even uato Death.  But, who
was he that bore this unfpeakabie Load of complicated
Mifery? Why, his fupporting Strength may tell you
who heis: It is the high Jmmeniel, God-man : the per-
fonal Union of the human Nature with the divine, puts
an infinite Worth into his Suffering ; fo that he is a
richer and more valuahle Sacritice to anfwer the divine
Law, than it the vhole Race of finning Creatures ~ad
taffered to Eternits- : By this great Sacrifice the awful
At hority and juft Honours of Jehovah’s Law are better
maintain’d, and the tearful Regard due to it better {e-
cared ¢ O Sirs, in what triumphant and tremendsus Ma-
selty does the roval Law of God appear, when the Son
or God him.¢if becomes a Sacrifice to it, to atone for the
Creature's Sin @ Aed what an amplie Satistaction to the

Law
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Law muft this be, which thus magnifies it and makes it
honsurable, as was prophefy’d of our Lord Jefs, Ifz.
42. 21. Thus you fee that all the Claims and Demands
of the Law are fully anfwered by our Lord Jefus Chrift:
The Law lofes nothing by the Sinner's Salvation in this
Way, but comes off with infinite Advantage : God’s fo-
vereign Authority is feated on a Throne of awi{ul Ma-
jefty : His infinite Holinefs and Juftice, his fweeteft and
richeft Mercy are rendered glorioufly con{picious, as we
thall afterwards obferve, and God himfelt exceedingly
endeared to the Hearts of his People. O Sirs, how gio-
rious muft this Method of Salvation be which obtains all
theie high and noble Ends !
Now Brethren, Do but confiler thefe Things which ¢
I have but very darkly reprefented to you ; the per-
plexing Difficulties which ftood in the Way of fallen
Man’s Recovery, the {trange Method which God has
propos'd for that End, with its Suitablenefs and Sufficien-
¢y, how it furmounts all the oppofing Difficulties, and
compafles its defigned and invaluable Ends ; and, O!
how glorious does it fhine, with ¥he refulgent Rays of
the divine Wifdom, that bright Pearl of the Crown of
Heaven ! How omiable does it appear to the >right In-
telligences of the higiier Houie, the holy Angels! They |
foon diicovered, in the Procedure of Providence, that
there was a Defign of Mercy for fallen wretched Man
in the divine Breaft - but poffibly, the Way in which
this Mercy was to b difpenfed was not revealed tothem,
and fo they czuld not think upon the Method whereby . .
the Defign could be accomplithed : Thefe Morning
Stars which fang tozether and fhouted for Joy, behold-
ing the Works oi' God, when the Foundations of the
Earth were laid, they beheld with a furprifing Pleafure
all the Difpenfations of God towards his Church in its
gradual Advancements to the bright Period of the Re-
deemer’s coming : But, O ! when they come to fee the
glorious Scene laid cpen, when they behold the eternal
Son of the eternal Facher, their God and Maker, defcend
to take our Nature upon him, and bring ateut the Sin-
ner's Salvation in this ftrange Manner, with all thefe
Advantages

s b o,
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Advantages, what low Proftrations were then in Hea-
ven! Adoring and admiring the aftonithing Iflues of t e
divine Council ! Before I proceed any farther I can’t
forbear making tois Remark, That all Unbelievers, {u h
as are looking toany thing el{gyfor their Pardon and
Juftification befide the Mediatio of Chrift alone, have
never yet underftood the Gofpel ; they have never {een
their wretched State by Sin as it is, nor rightly appre-
hended the Method which God has eftablithed for toeir
Relief ; and fo caft a Dafh upon the whole glorious Con-
trivance of Salvatio ., rob God of the Glory, and deprive
their own Souls of the Benefit of it. But :arther,

2 The Wifdom of God in this Method ot Salvation
appears, in his bringing about the great Defign by the
Inftrumentality of the moit wicked Agents. This cer-
tainly deferves a Remark, that when the wicked Fews
were only gratifying their Malice againft the Son of God
in all their cruel Sufferings they inflicted on him, he was

. thereby carrying on a higher Defign, which they little
dreany’d of, even the Salvation of loft Sinners. God,
by permitting them to execute their moft unju{tRevenges
upon his dear Sou, was thereby bringing Life and Saiva-
 tion to guilty undone Creatures. Every Suffering which
. they laid upon the holy Jefus, as the moft inhuman
| Murderers, God the Father laid the fame upon him, and
~hjmfelf bore it with this Defign, thereby to make A one-
ment for undone Sinners: And poffibly his Death was
pofitively defigned for the eternal Salvation cof fome of
thofe who were wickedly inftrumental in it ; as may
feem probable frcm that Prayer of his, upon the
Crofs, Father forgive them, for they kncw net what they
do? At lealt it intimates, that their Crime, tho’ great,
was not unpardonable; but, that upon their Applicati-
on to him atterwards by a true Fuzith, their Souls fhould ‘
be wathed from the Guilt of that 25d all their other Sins |
through the Virtue of that Blood which they fhed. Is
not this aftonithing, that he who fuffered as a Malefactor
thould indeed be the Saviour of Sinners, bringing about
their Redemption by thofe very Sufferings ¢ "I'hat thofe
‘who contracted a moft borrid Guilt by inflicting then‘l(i
coulg
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could only be healed by thofe Stripes which they laid
upon him? How ftrangely has the Lord bre’t about
Redemption for us! O! The Depths of the divine H if-
dom ! Surely God’s Judgments are a great deep; his
Way is in the Sea, and his Path in the great Waters,
where his Foot-fteps are not known.

3. The divine Wifdom in the Gofpel Method of Sal-
vation appears beautiful, in that God has therein pro-
pofed to fend his Holy Spirst to renew and fanélify the
wicked Hearts of rebellious Sinners, by the moft proper
Means, fuited to their rational Nature. Had there been
Provifion made only for their Juftification by anfwering
the penal Demands of the Law for them, and none for
their San&ification, this had been fuch a Blot and Defe&
in the Contrivance, as had marr'd the Beauty of the
whole :  For the poor Sinner will not, cannot fanétif
his own Heart: Man has {o loft the Image of God,and
15 by Nature fo much in Love with Sin and wedded to
it, that he never will love God and Holinefs unti! the
Lerd open his blinded Underftanding, and powerfully
change hisobftinate Will :  And how difagreable had 1t
been, ~nd unbecoming the divine Wifdom, to have ad-
vanced fuch loathfome vile Creatures in this natural
Condition to the Glory of Heaven: There is nofuch
Thing : Without Holinefs no Man (hail fee the Lord s .
Thofe whofe eternal Salvation Chrift intended by his
Death, in his own Time he converts and fan&ifies by
his Spirit, powerfully working with his Word. Were
it not fo, he would not have a Seed to ferve him on the
Earth, the great Defign of his i‘eath, the eternal Hap-
pirefs of Sinners, had been fruftrated, and their Salva-
tion but half effected. But there is not the leaft Blemith
nor Pefe in the divine Scheme : Itis all over confiftent
and harmonious. T his isthe Declaration of the divine
Mind, 4 new Heart alfowill Igive you £ a new Spirit wilk
Iput withinyou, S I willtake away the fony Heart out of
your Flefb, and I will give you an Heart of Flefh,and Iwill
put my Spirit within you, and caufe you to walk in my
Statutes, anl ye (balf keep my Fudgments and do them,
Ezek, 30, 29, 27,

S ' & The
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4. The Wifdom of God in this Method of Salya.
tion appears in the blefled Security that is therein laid
for the eternal Salvation of his People. The Lord
Jefus himfelf is the Believer’s Surety in the new Co-
venant. All Man’sSecurity in the firft Covenant, was
in himfelf ; his eternal Happinefs depended upon his
own mutable Will, and he foon made Shipwreck f it.
Ard o it might bte, and certainly would be with Be-
lievers now, did their Salvation ftand upon the fame
Bottom. If Adam in Innocency turned from God to
Sin, yielding to Temptation, when there were no pre-
vious Principles of Sin in him ; furely, thofe who have
fuch Remains of the old Sinful Nature within them,
fuch delufive Snares and powerful invifible Enemies
without them, would not {tand, did their Perfeverence
depend npon their own Management ; were they in-
tirely l=ft to their own Conduct : And fo «ll that Chrift
has done for them would be to no-purpofe: Their eter-
nal Happinefs wouid be nothing the nearer : And then
how deficient had the Plan been that was laid for their
Salvation ? All the Coft and Expence that had hitherto
been laid out upon it (if I may here borrow T'erms from
bhuman Tranfagions) had been in vain. But the Lord
Jefus takes the Salvation of his People intirely into his
own Hand : He isequally the Author and Finifber of their
Faith, Heb, 12. 2. He undertakes to bring them to
cternal Glory againft all Difficulties, Opvofitions, Fears
er Snares that may ccme in the Way ; hoth by inter-
ceeding, and ever appearing in the Prefence of God for
them, and by preferving the Life of Grace in them, and
reftoring them again in all their {trayings, towalk in the
Pathsof Righteoufnefs. TheLord Chrift has this Charge
of his People committed to him, as a Part of his media-
torial Office. See that blefled Declaration of Chrift him-
felf to this purpofe, John 6. 30, 40. This is the Father’s
Wil which bath fent me, that of all which be bath given
me 1 [bould lofe noihing, but fhouid raife it up again at the
laf} Day. And thisisthe Will of bim that fent me, that
évery one which feeth the Son and believeth on him may
bave cverlafting Life . And Lwill reife bim up at tbgﬂﬁ
' ay.
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Day. Here he tells us that he has the fpecial Charge of
his People given to him by his Father, that he fhould
lofe none of them, and accordingly engages to put the
compleating A& to their Glorification, in raifing them
up at the laft Day. No lefs worthy are thofe precious
\X"ords of his, John 19. 27, 28. My Sheep bear my
Viicey and I know theis, ond they follow me.  And Igive
anto them eteraal Life, and they fball ncver terifh, neither
fball any pluck them out of my Hand. He takes them in
his own Hand and keeps them fafely and fecurely, io
that they fhall never perith - Never,until either hisHand
fhall grow weak, or his Faithfulnefs & Truth fhall fail.
But yet, if they tranfgrefs his Laws, and wander away
from God they muft expeé to fmart for it. Tho’ God
will not caft them off for ever, and cruth them under his
terrible Juftice, yet he has a chaftning Rod whereby, as
a tender Father, he will reduse his Children to their
Duty. He will, it’s probable, take away the fweet Peace
of their Confciences, and fpread a fearful gloomy Cloud
of Darkne(3 over their diftrefled Souls, fo that they fhall
find it is an evil thing, and bitter, that they have fo far
forfaken the Lord their God. Som= way or other he
will corre¢t them for it, Heb. 12. 6, 7. And this is
one of the Means he ufes for maintaining and advancing
their Sanctification, and preferving them to Life eternal.
Verie 10. He chaftens us, (ays the Apoitle, for our Profit ;
thai we might be Pertakers of his Holinefs.

Thus I have thewn you fomething of the glorious
Wifdom of God difplay’d in the admirable Method of
fallenMan’sSalvation : And you fee how effeGtual 1t is,and
confiftent in all its Parts ; with what admirable Wi{dom
every thing relating to it was concerted in the divine
Council. But again, | |

2. The Glory of God’s Fufice and Holinefs is bright-
ly fet forth in this Mcthod of Salvation.” Here you
may {ce that he is a God of infinite Holinefs and inflexis
ble Tuftice. To make Laws without Penalties, thofe
neceflary Guards againit Viola‘ions. is fuch a bad Piece
of Government ay is inconfiftent with human, much
more with the divine Wifdom. And to make ;i;nal
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Laws without ever regarding their Execution, is but a
mean trifling, infinitely beneath the divine Majefty:
Such a Negligence as this expofes Authority to the

reateft Contempt, and degrades it to the loweft Degree
of Bafenefs. Who would regard that Authority that
fuffers it felf to be infulted with Impunity ? The great
and fovereign God is not fuch a contemptible Being :
He will keep up the awful Dignity of his Authority in
his Method of Government, and not fuffer it to be tram- .
pled upon at Pleafure by his Creatures : Before Sin
thould go unpunithed, he would punifh it is his own be-
loved Son : Behold the Son ofGod in his Agonies, prefs'd
under the Weight of God’s terrible Juftice, and there
you may fee what a juft God Jehovah is, and what in-
finite Indignation he juftly conceivesagainft Sin: There
you may fee the hateful and provoking Nature of Sin,
that fills the divine Mind with fuch high and terrible
Refentments. O ye Chriftlefs and unfanctified Sinners!
Confider what a God you have deal with : % is 2 fear-

ful thing, {ays the Apoftle, to fall into the Hands of the

living God. Can thine Heart endure, or can thine “anis
be firong, in the Day that be fball deal with thee? Ezek,
22. 14. Awake, awake, out of your Death-Slumbers,
and look about you; fee what awful Juftice is engaged
againft you. I know that the loofe Notions which you
entertain of the great GoodnefsandMercy of God, keeps
our Confciences in a ftupid Quiet. God’sfaving Mercy
is indeed inconceivably great, and appears in his fending
his dear Son to redeem us, and accepting of his Satisfac-
tion for fuch as by Faith lay holl upon him ; which is
done without any Injury or Difadvantage to his fovereign
Authority and Government : But in no other way can
the Exercife of his faving Mercy confift with the Secu-
rity of his glorious Authority : And fure, the all-wife
and glorious God will not exalt one of his Attributes up-
on the Ruins of another ; nay, even of his whole Maje-
fty and Greatnefs : So that you who have never come
to Chrift by Faith, and fo have no a&ual Intereft in his
fatisfactory Righteou{nefs, are bound over to anfwer the
ereat and terrible Juftice of God in your own Perfons d
; And
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And unlefs you fly to the Lord jefus who Ghias bore the
Weight of it for Sinners Relief. you fhali be cruiied
under it to all Eternity: The great God will not de-
bafe himfelf for your Salvation, but will maintain the
Rights of his Royalty. O Sinnets, tremble at the Tho’ts
of thefe tremendous Truths, and know affuredly, that
unlefs you comply with that moft wife and gracious E-
{tablifhment of God, wherein he has both provided for
his own Glory and your Happine(s, you fhall feel the
Weight of his vindi®ive Arm and the Lafhes of -his
iron Rod forever. | o

3. The boundlefs Lowe and dear Mercy of the blefled
God is illuftrioufly difplayed in the Redemption of
wretched Sinners by his dear Son. The wondrousl.ove of
God in ourRedemption by JefusChrift is indeed an infinite
and boundlefs Theme, which mightafford us a Difcourfe
commen{urate with Eternity itdelf, had we but Wordsin
Weight and Number equal to the Subje¢t. But here
we muft be thott : O may we come t6 that bleffed State
at laft, where out capacious Thoughts thall e better able
to take it in, and never meet with any ungrateful Avo-
cations from the joyful Contemplation. 'I'he Greatnefs
of God’sLove herein will appear,

1. If you confider the reafonable and ftrong Claims of
Juftice, I mean, for punithing Sinners in their cwn Per-
fons according to their Demerit. They had rendred
themifelves odious to Ged’s Holinefs, were guilty of the
moft heincus and criminal Rebellion againft the moft
adorable Sovereignty, the moft awful and righteous Au-
thority, and had broken the ftrongeft Bonds and moft
€ndearing Obligations, and violated the Rights of Hea-
ven. Isit not wonderful that the Claims of Juftice fo
powerfully enforced had not been granted ! O Sirs,
confider, that when Pity and Compaffion turned the
Ballance, Juftice might have done it ; and then how
miferable had we all been forever, fhut up with .the
%’Oﬁaﬁc Angels, under the gloomy Horrors of eternal
Defperation. . |

., 2- How great is the Love of God, not only in con-
;_ﬁﬁ&Gﬂd.lI\g to f3ve us, but that -at fg deara Rate ! When

.
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no other Way could be found, ( at leaft that we can
conceive ) confiftent with the Security and maintaining
of the Honours of his Majefty, he dent his own dear
Son, the very Brightnefs of his own Glory, and exprefs
Image of his Perfon s who as freely came in our Nature,
reconciling himfeif to all the Circumitances of Abafe-
ment, bore an inconceivable Weight of Mifery, and
poured out hisSoul unte Death: And all for the Re.
demp:ion of poor vile and hell-deferving Creatures,
Surely the Love of Chrift paffes Knowledge, Epb. 3. 19
Well might the Apoftle fay, 1 John 4. 10. Herein is
Love, not that we loved God, but that be loved us, and fent bis
Son to L>the Propitiation for our Sins. |
Thus have Iopen’d to you femething of the bright
Glory of God that is to be feen in the Gofpel of Chrift,
by confidering the Difplays of it in that aftonithing Me-
thod which God has taken for the Recovesy and Salva-
tion of undone Sinners therein revealed. [ might fan
‘ther fhew you how we may difcover much of God’s Glo-
ry in many other things of the Gofpel ; fuch as the Ac-
count it gives us of the general Refurrection and Judg-
ment at the Jaft Day, with the auguft and glorious So-
lemnity of it, and the manner of Procedure in it : As
alfo, of the Happinefs of the Godly in a future State in
the glorious Enjoyment of God. The precicus Gofpel
ot Chrift reveals much of the Glories of the invifible and
- tuture World, fuch as may juftly fill us with great
"I’boughts and deep Impretlions of God, and {o affect our
learts as to centorm as more to his glorious Image.

Bat I muft proceed to make fome Refleclions by way

- of Inference upon what has been offcred.

And, ‘

1. From the whole, we may farther take Occafion to
ndmire God’s glorious Wifdom: Particularly, in making
- &in, the very worlt of Evils, thus to fubferve the Illuftra-
ion of his own Glory. Sin, above all Things, is far
from having any fuch Tendency in its own Nature, and
- yet God will bave Glory . to his own Name even from
i, ia the.Redemiption of Sinmers ; fuch a Glory as“y‘a

'
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had never beheld, if Sin had never been. IS any thing
then too hard for God ; who in the Vailnefs of his Wif-
dom can make Sin it felf an Occafion of thewing forth
fuch Glory. ‘ |
2. From what has been fpoken, you may obferve how
much clearer Light we now enjoy under the br'ght Di(-
penfation of the Gofpel of @hrift, than the Church ot
God was favour’d with before his com’ag in the Flefh.
You have heard more at this Time, of the Way which
God has taken for the Redemption and Salvation of Sin- .
ners, tho’ from one of the meaneft that Chrift hes em-
ploy’d to ferve him in the Gofpel, than all the Old Tef=
tament Prophets could have told you. He that is leaft
in the Kingdom of Heaven, i. e the lealt and meaneft
true Gofpel Minifter in the Church of Chrift, atter his
Death, Refurrection, Afcenfion, and Gifts of the holy
Ghoft, when he had glorioufly fet up his Kingdomin the
World, is,in this Refped, greater than Yohz the Baptift,
and all the Prophets that ever were before him, Marrb.
11. 11. He has a much more excellent Miniftry, and
aclearer Knowledge of the glorious Mviteries re'ating
to our Salvation. .
3. This Dotrine informs us of the great Blindnefs of
fuch Perfons as fee nothing of the bright Glory of God
in the Gofpel. Ifit be {o that the Glory of God is there-
in prefented to us as in a Glafs, then {ure they muft bz
very blind who don’t difcover it. And yet, alafs ; how
many f{uch blind earthly Souls are there ; who, tho' they
read never fo much of the holy Scriptures, yer, never
difcern any thing of this bright Glory in them ; butthey
are to them as common Stories, or empty Taies. O la-
mentable ! Altho’ the Vail is taken off the Gofpe. it re-
mains ftill upon their Heaits. O Sirs! Confider thisisa
certain Evidence that yen zre ina Chriftlefs, perifhing .
Eftate : You have never been favingly illuntinated by the
holy Ghoft. All the Godly do behold the Glory of God
n the Gofpel, fo as to have their Hearts muchintivenc'd
and {an&ified byit: Bekolding as in a5lals theGle: y of the
Lord, we are changed into the fame mage. * Tcw, 1.3
3. JTe preach Chrif crucificd, w the , wi 6 fur
G 3 Fling
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bling-block, and sntothe Greeks fooliflone(s ; Baut unto ihem
which are called, both Fews and Creeks,Chriff the Pewer
of God, and the W ifdom of God. z Cor. 4 3, 4. If our
Gofpel be hid, it is bid to them that are loff - IV bofe Minds
tbhe God of this Horld ba:b biinded, lef the Light of the
- glericus G: fpel of Chri%, wha is tke Image sf God, frculd
Shine unto them. And Verte 6. God, wko commanded the
Ligt to jbine .. t of Darknefs, bath fbired int- our Hearts,
20 give the Lzt of the Knowledge of the Glory of God,
she Face of Jefus Chriff.

4. You may think with your felves, from what you
have heard, how bright and ravithing the Glory muft be
which the Saints of God fhall behold in Heaven, when
both Vaii an2 Glafs thull be taken out of the way, and
they fhall fec itasitis. Now we fee thre’ a Glafs, dark-
dy, but then Facr te Face. All thefe Things fhall be o-
pen’d with a brighter Glory there, affording 2 delight-
tul cntertainment to all the blefled Mincs for ever ;
where they fhal! te ever cclebrating the Praifes of re-
deeming Love and VViidom, in the Poficffior ot the

urchaied Inheritance, and Prefence of their Goed and
2avio'r.

5. Hence be informed of the high Excellency of the
Gofpel ; how much we ought to prize and valueit.
How excellent and werthy muft that te which brings
the Glery of God himfclf to the View of Creatures,
etpecialiy in their Redemption from the Pains of Hell
to the happy Enjoyment of himfelt. Rem. 1. 16. Says
the bleded Apoltle, I am noi afbamed of the Gofpcl of
Cbrif. 'T'kerc isa Meiofis in the Words, more intended
than exprefs'd ; he means, I hizhly efteem the Gofpel of
Chrift, and account it my greateft Glorv. And the
Reafons which he gives for it are the very fame afforded
mour Text. Firff, Becaufe of i*s Efficacy to the Sandli-
fication, and, confequently, the Salvation of Souls : For,
fays he, Itis the Pewer of God umto Salvation to every
one that bclicveth.  And Secomdly, Becaufe of the Way
ot Salvation thro’ Chrift’s Righteoufnefs revealed thexein,
aind the Subject thereof ; for thereinis the Rightecuf-
net: of God revealed from Faith to Faith, O } What
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a high Favour is it that we fhould enjoy the glorious
Gofpel of the bleffed God, as the Apoi:le calls it, 1 Tom.
i Ii.

6. %rom the foregringDo&trine we may clearly infer,
tke high Excellency of thz: holy Ordjnance of theLord's-
Supper, which we have thi. 1'ay been honoured with,
which reprefents a crucified Lord Jefus. O Sirs, this
holy Sacrament repre:ents and holds forth the greateft
Wonder of Angels as well as Mer, the Son of God
himfelf bleeding and dying for the Salvation of his poor
guilty Creatures. The aftonifhing Glory of God re-
vealed to usin the great Do&trines of the Gofipel is here
v.fibly reprefented before cur Eyes. How glorious and
venerable is this holy Ordinance. Our bleded Lord ap-
poinced it to be a Signification of his bitter Sufferings,
to revive in the Memorices ot his dear People his cruek
Death for them ; that fo, in attending upon it, their Souls
might be immediately employed in conzemplating all the
divine Glories of their Redemption, whereby fuitable
and heavenly AffeCtions might bg excited in them, and
fo they might enjoy near and fiveet Commumnion with
himfelf! Thus fhould we have all the Graces of the
Spirit of God enlivened and advanced in us by this holy
Ordinance, and be fetting out wi’x .cnewed Strength

and Refoiution in the Way of Holinefs even unto
Death.

But it’s time to difmifs this Head of Doftrine. And
o] pafs on, to fpeak fomething to the two remaining

Propofitions obferved from the Text.

The firft of whichis,
That the Sight of Ged’s Glory in the Gofpel is of a
transforming Efficacy ; the Soul that bebolds 12, is thereby
changed into the fame Imagc.

) And the other is, |
That the Hely Spirit of God is the great Awthor aad
eficient Caule of this glorious Change.

G 3 | And
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- And for Brevity fake I fhall treat upon them both
toxetker without Diftinction, in the following Order ;

1. | thall fhew you what is meant by being changed
into the Image of the Glory of God that appears
in- the Gofpel. '

1)\

. I thall endeavour to illuftrate the Truth of this
Prouoﬁtwn, That fuch as do behold the Glory of
God in the Gofpel, are thereby changed into the
fame Image. And,

G>

. I fhall thew you how the Holy Spirit effe@s this
Change by the Goipel.

1. I returnto he firflt of thefe Heads, which is to fhew,
W 'bat it is to be changed into the Image of that Glory of
God which appears in the Gofpel.

. Far opening this to your Underf’candmm ycu muft
Lnow,

1. As has been already obferved, That by beholding
the Glery of God in the Gof'pel, 1s underftced, a be.
holding tne revealed 1'ruths of the Gofpel in their
Gloryf a beholding of them fhining with that Glory
of God which they manifelt and difcover, ( fomething
of which has been already confidered ) {o that the Glory
of Godin the Gofpel, is not to be taken in this Place
{eparately from the Syftem of. Gofpel-Truths which dif-
cover it ; and fc, to Le LhangJ mto the Image of God's
Gjor ; herb, is to be made anfwerabic to ne o lorious
fruths of the Goipel.

And henc €,

2. You mufl obferve, that the Truths of the Gofpel
have a native and inher ent T'endency to intluence and
affect the Heart in a ho!l ty Manner ; to excite and work
holy and heavenly Diipofitions in the Soul, agreable to
the W xllot (-zou, and well pleafing in his &aht It
the peculiar Lxgeliency cr the Gofpel of C hrift, that it
Is fully fvfficient in its Kind, as a Mean, to dnpo(e the
Heart in al] ‘Things aoleablc to the divine Will ; w hxlch
. | nob




noble End the beft improved Phil fophy never could
attain. Itis the great Scope and Defign cof the whole

Gofp:l, both in its Doétrines and Precepts, to make’

Sinners holy, and conform to God’s moral Image: To
this it tends in its.own Nature : And when the Heart

is affeted and' difpofed an{werable to Gofpel Truths,

then it is fan&ified, pleafing in the Sight of God, and

agreable to his boly Will And this is what is here;

meant by being changed into the Image of his Glory;

or into the Image of the glorious Truths of the Gofpel.-

The Soul is then changed into the Image of the glo-
rious Truths of Chrift when their Defign and moral
Tendency is imprefled upon it, fo that it 'is rendered
anfwerable to them ; as the Impreffion upon the Wax

anfwers to the Seal. T'his is to have the Law of God-

written upo: the Heart, according te Fer. 31. 33.
}Vhere,l think the Lawof God is to be underftood in
its largeft Extant, both for (ne Doctrines and Precepts of

God in his Word ; in whick Sen’e it is frequently ufed

1n the holy Scriptures: Now, when the Heartisaffect-

ed anfwerably to the divine Law, it bears ( tho’an im-
perfect ) yet alegible Tranfcriptand Copy of that divitie
Original ; fo thatif you knew the Heart of a i"d yMan

you might read God’s Law upon it ; ycu.mig

Tpell. e
out in the Difpofitions of his Soul, as fo many E:gzbb

Chara&ers of it.

_ To make this yet eafier to your Apprehenfions, I fhall
particularly inftance in fame of the Truths of the Gof-

pel; and fhew you what Diipofitions they have a Ten-
dency to influence the Heart with.

And, Firff, The Gofpel informs us that all Markind
are broaght intoa State of Condemnation by 8in, fo that

\y!hqfoe\.'er ras not an Intereft inthe Mediation of Jefus
Chrilt his only Remedy, fhall furely perith for ever *.
| | It

~m

‘ f any fhould be diffatisfied at my [aying that this is revealsd by
- she Gofpel, [sppofing it te be only a':'fco'veredb) the:Law, 1w:uld

baveis confidered that the Doftrine of & Siomer's Foflification be.
= Gy T Jore
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It farther informs us that thete is no other Way of Re-
lief for the Sinner, but through the Righteoufnefs of
the Lord Jefus. Now, Is it not evident that thefe Truths
tend to humble the Sinner exceedingly under a Senfe
of his Wretchednefs, and to bring him off {rom all Self-
dependence, from all Truft in himfelf or Lis own Do-
mgs, and to make him traly poor in Spirit 2 And when
thefe Things are rightly apprehended and certainly be-
lieved, they will of Neceflity praduce thefe Effectsin the
Heart.

~ Again, The Gofpel informs us of Chrift’s mediatorial
Undertaking for the Relief of undone Sinners ; of his
All-{ufficiency and Fulnefs, and his gracious Offer of
Salvation thro’ his Righteoufnefs, to all fuch as humbly
and unfeignedly acknowledge their guilty and helpiefs
Condition, and fly to him for their Reliet, leaning their
guilty perifhing gouls enly upon him, depending upon
his Grace, Ability and Faithfulnefs. Now, thete glo-
rioas Truths of the Golpel have a manifeft Tendency
to bring the Soul to clofe with the Lord Jefus by Faith,
and repofe a fiveet Truft and Affiance in him, and to
fill it with a very ftrong and dear Love to him. When
all thefe Truths are realized to the Mind, the Weight
ahd Importance of them diicovered, the Soul 1z then
heartily willing to be faved by Chrift in any Way,
upon any Terms, and depends on him, and him only
for its Salvation. ; o

~Alfo, the Glory of God’s Wifdem, Holinefs, Conde-
fcenfion and Love, which {o clearly fhine forth in the
Gofpel, fills the Soul that difcovers it, with a very af-
fectionate Admiration and Aftonithment. o

V2
(/..:

‘”—:

foreGod and Salwation from Hell by Chrift wlome(which is the wvery
Sugftance of the Gafpet)neceffarily fuppsfes and implies antecedent
Condennation : When the Gofpet tells a Sinner, That unle[; be bee
lieves inCheift for his Salvation, be fball furely perifb for bis Sis,
inthisitcersainly tells bim shat be is under 4 Sentence of Cawdlem-
mation ti Helt spon the Accouns of bis Sin, from which be can bs
a3 etker Way relieved, ~ 7 77 77 T
Thus




Thus, when the reveaied Truths of the Gofpel are fo
applied to the Heartss tc influence it with fuch anfwer-
able Difpofitions, habitually refiding in it, then is it
changed into the glorious Image of the Gofpel, and made
anfwerable to it, as the imprefled Wax is to the Seal ;
the Heartis turned as % were intoa Gofpel Mold.

2. And fol proceed to the fecond Head, Which is to

illuftrate the Truth of this Propofition, That fuch as be-
kold the Glery of God in the Goﬁ;g, are thereby changed
into the famc Image.

And to make this appear,

1. It is evident from the Nature of the Thing. Itis
impoffible for the Underftanding to perceive and look
upon the Truthsof the Gofpel in their divine Glory and
Excellency, without anfwerable Impreffions upon the
other Powers of the Soul. So great is the Importance,
Weight, Excellence and Glory of the Truths of Chrift,
tkat when they are rightly apprehended and conceived
of by the Underftanding, it powerfully recommends
them to the Approbation and Complacence of the Will;
fo as it no longer refits, but freely complies with their
practical Ufe and Tendency. It's true, the Will of
fallen corrupted Man is naturally ditpoied to the greateft
Obftinacy to practical Holinefs, and the great Truths of
Chri: But when they fhine bright in theEye of the Un-
derftanding in their divine Beauty &Glory,then the Will
1sfweetly overcome and perfwaded tobe for God. The
Uaderftanding, you know, is the directive and leading
Faculty of the Soul, which is to guide and influence the
Will and other Affections. indeed, the bleffed Hars
Mony of our Souls Powers is miferably broken by ‘the
Fall, {o that the Wil often refufes Obedience tg the
Underftanding’s Diftates ; but when the HelySpirit comes

to reftore God’s moral Image upon the Soul, he reftores-

much of that original and happy Concord tetween its
Faculties ; and o makes all Thin;s become new, 2 Cor.
5. I'y. 'The Refiftance of the Wiil is much occafioned
by the Blindnef; of the Underftanding, by its mean and
confufed Conceptions of the Truths of God : Hence,
altho’ & Psrion may be able to furnith himfelf with l}ea-
~ , ons
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fons which fufficiently convince his Judgment, that Gogd
15 to be loved and ferved above all, that Holinefs is the
moft reafonable, neceflary and comfortable Prattice ;
yet, his Will will not comply until he has clearer Ap.
prehenfions of the Truths of Chrift, and difcovers the
tranfcendent Excellency and attraGtive Glory of the
Gofpel ; and then he is much taken with it and allured
by it. Itis indeed difficult to convince fuch as arc yet
in their natural State of Ignoranceand Blindnefs, of the
powerful Efficacy of the Doctrines of the Gofpe! upcn
an enlightened Soul: But it is moft certain from this
Text, and the Nature of the Thing, That none ever
beheld them in their divine Glory, but they were fanéi-
fied by them, and made traly holy : Beholding in the
Gofpel the Glory of the Lord, they are changed into
the fame Im:ge.

Again, 2. Confider, (hat the Soul muft firft be wound-
¢G Ly the Law of God before he can fze the Glory of
God in the Gofpel. Perfons may profefs the Truthzof
the Go pel as the Articles of their Faith, and have a
fuperiical Knowledge of them, and yet never fee the
Glory of God fhining in them. Until 2 Sinner comes
traly to fee his wretched and undone Condition by Sir,
the glorious Do&rine of Salvation thro’ the Mediation
and Righteoufnefs o1 the Son of God, will be but a fap-
leis and empty Speculation to him : But when he comes
once to be thoroughly convinced of . Need of Re-
démption by Chrift, of his condemned and undone State
by Sin, O! Then heis in anotherCondition to behold the
bright Glory of the Gofpel of Chrift : So that this
Diicovery of Guiit and Condemnation is neceffarily pre-
fuppofed in the Perfon who beholds the Glory of Gad
in.the Glafs of the Gofpel. And now, when a poot
Sinner fees his condemned and undone Condition by
Sinin the Glas of the Law, that without Relief fome-
where oxt of bimfelf be mf eternally perifb ; O, how is
Le then taken with the Deffrinc of Redemption in Fefss
Cbriff, when it fhines in upon his Underftanding as it is
1 itlelf :  How Dbeautiful and glorious then does- he be-
hold the Gofpel-Revelation of Peace with God, and

~ - Salyation
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Balvation from Hell and deferved Wrath, thro’ Jefus a
Mediator ? How reafonable is it to think that hiswhole
Heart ihould be {weetly overcome by it, and all the
Powers of his Soul yielding up to its blefled Influence
fo as to be changed into the fame Image. If{uch of you
as are here this Day in an unconverted chriftlefs State,
who now 1light the Gofpel, and think little of a Savionr,
did but fee your wretched perithing Condition asit is, |
you would then know how to prize a Redeemer, and feé
a bright Glory in the Golpel, it the Holy Spirit enlight-
ened your Minds by it to difcover Salvation for your
perithing Souls in Chrift :  You would then know fome-
thing of its attractive and transforming Efficacy. |

It is clearly manifeit from what has been {poken, that
fuch as have been favingly enlightened and are true Be-
lievers, have their Devorion much enlivened and their
Sanéification promoted by the Contemplation of the re-
vealed Truths of Chrift! Whence it isalfo apparent,
that true Piety and experimerntal Religion, even in its
higheft Advancement, isvery remote from Enthufiafim,
and being the meer Product of the blind Fancies of
injudicious and ignorant People, as it is generally déemed
by unfanctified Souls who know little of it. It feems
the Apoftle’s great Flights of Atfection towards God,and
flaming Zeai ror Chrilt had expofed him to the fame Cen-
{fure in his Day, and the Godly at this Day may fay with
him, If we be befides our felves, it is to God : For the
Love of Chriff confiraineth us, 2 Cor.5. 13, 14. '

But to conclude this Head with a brief Refletion upon
what has been hitherto faid upon it ; it is plain, Thatifit
is the Nature of a rationial Soul to entertain Impreffions °*
an{werable tothe Difcoveries of the Underftanding,and
proportioned to the Weight and Importance of them ;
to have the Will influenced and {wayed by the Under-
ftanding ; and if the T'raths of the Gofpel are of fuch
Weight, Excellence and Glory, as ‘to be fufficient in
their abftratted Nature, to engage the Will of a rational
Creature to a Compliance with their moral Tendency,
then it is plain, I fay, that the Soul which beholds them
as they are in their proper Glory, muft needs be_trant;

) | torme
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formed into their very Likene(s, and made fo anfwerable
to them that it may properly be faid to be changed into
the fameImage. The fame islikewife evident fram the
other Confideration, of the previous Preparation of the
Soul for fuch a Difcovery by a Senfe of Guilt and Con.
demnation, which givesit {till a farther Advantage to
the Produétion of this Effe¢t. But, in the mean time,
we muft be careful that we don’t carry the Demonftra.
tion fo high as to imagine that the bringing about this
glorious Change were in our owa Hands ; as though the
Converfion and Sanétification of a Sinner depended only
upon his own Improvement of his rational Powers ; as
though all that i1s neceflary to that End were only an ex-
ternal Gofpel-Revelation from God 2nd the Exercife of
Reafon in our felves. Atthe fame Time that the A
itle tells us, That by beholding the Glory of the Lord
:n the Gofpel, we are changed into the fame Image, he
alfo tells us, That this is done by the Spirit of the Lord.
Altho’ the Lord requires us to be diligent in the Ute of
Means for our Sanification, yet the Thing itfelt is
always attributed to the Holy Ghoftas his peculiar Work,
without whole powerful and almighty Concurrence, ail
our Endeavours will be ineffectual.

Which leads me to confider the
.- 3d. And laft Head propofed, W hich is to thew, How
the Haldepirif effesis this Change by the Gofpel.
. -And,

1. The Holy Spirit opensand enables the Underftan-
dipgs to behold the revealed Truths of God as they are
in themielves, and fo by them enlightens it to conceive
gightly of divine Things. The firft and principal

Work of the Spirit of God in Converfion, is the cau-
fing of Light to fhine in the Soul’s dark Hemifptere,
Altho’ Perfons, by the Improvement of their Under-

- fiandings, may acquire fucha Knowledge of the Gofpel

as to be able to diftinguith between” Truth and Error,
and toevince and maintain the former by Reafon and
Argument ; yet, it is the proper Work of the Holy
Spirit to give fuch true Conceptions and right Appre-
henfions of thefe Truths which they thus profefs, as to

make
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' inalré them effeGtudl to the San@ification of the ‘Soul ¢
This is beyond the Compafs of our natural Abilities fince
the Fail : * ‘To this Purpofe is that of the Apoftle, 1 Cor.
2. 14. The natural Man receiveth aot the Things of the
Spirit of God ; fir they are Foolifbmefs unto bim ; neitber
can be know them, becaufe they are [piritually difcerned.
‘That this right and fanctifying Underftanding of the
revealed Truthe of God, depends fo much upon the
Operation of his Holy Spirit, is attefted ty the certain
Experience of the Godly, who find, that by his blefled
Influence, they have at {ometimes much more clear and
Soul-affecting Views and Apprehenfions of them than
at other Times they can attain to. By a {pecial and-fu-

rnataral Illumination of the Mind, the Holy Spirit
leads & guides the Soul in the Way whercin it fhould go,
dire&s it how to come to Chrift and pleafe God : So much
is clearly in ‘mated in that of the Apoftle, Rom. 8. 14.
As many as are LED by the SPIRIT ¢fiGob, they are
the Sons of God. ¢ |

2. The Holy Spirit eftablifhes the Heart in the Faith
of the great Truths of the Gofpel ; fo that they are no
longer Matters of Opinion, but the mott certain Reali-
ties to the Perfon. He can venture his Life, and (which
is more ) his Soul and eternal Salvation, upon the Truth
of them, which ke does, when by Faith he clofes with
the Lord Jefus. He is now affected with them as with
the moft important Certainties, |

And then,

3. By the Truths of Chrift thusdifcovered and believ-
ed, the blefled Spirit agreably draws and engages the
Will to comply with the Gofpel : In this Manner he
powerfully overcomes its Obftinacy and caufes it to bow.
At firft he batters againft it as it were by Cempulfion,
with the fiery Darts of .the Law ; and then opens
the Scene of redeeming Love in Jefus, caufes the &C-‘
trines of Redemption, thro’ the Son of God, to fhine in
the Eye of the Underftanding with all their Heavenl
Glary, and then it can no longer withftand, but mof
freely and affeétionately complies with the Demands of
thg Gofpel, and the Soulis made a meft willing Captive
| TR ST PV LY Kbl A IR IS to
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| to the Lord Jefus. Thus the obftinate Sinner, by 1
t . .. . . .
rational Violence is overcome, fo that univerfal Holinef;
is kis moft affeGionate and unreferved Choice. Angd
altho’ thefe feveral Steps are not fo difcoverable in the
Experience of fome as of cthers, nor the Tranfition or
afing from one to another fo diftin&, yet this is the
%Vay in which the blefled Change from Nature to Grace
is conftantly effeCted, whatever circumflantial Diverf
ties may be. A
4.-Having opened the principal Doclrines contain
. edinthe two foregoing Propofitions, I fhall now conclude
~ with a brief Improvement of the fame.
i And the firft Ufe I thall make of what has been faid,
. fhall be for Information,
And,
- 1. You may hence beinformed, How agreable to their
rational Nature God deals with Sinnersin their Con-
verfion. Altho’ the Converfion of aSinner is the Work
of God alone, and he, in his natural State, entertains.
the greateft Obftinacy and Prejudice againft true Holi-
nefs, yet this Change is not wrought in him by a blind
brutal Neceffity ; by fuch a meer phyfical Operatior, as
that whereby we can work upon 2 Block or a Stone ;
much lefs by a compulfive Force againft his Will, as
this Do€trine of the powerful and irrefiftable Effieacy of
converting Grace has been unjuftly charged, which is
inconfiftent with the very Nature of the Thing: But
the Soul is directed, and the Will irrefiftably determin-
ed by the Light of the Underftanding : And thisisfo
far -from being contrary to the Nature of a rationak
Creature, that 'm fureit were contrary thereto for it to
do otherwife. When a Sinner is made willing in the
Day of God’s Power, he fees the higheft Reafon for
his Choice, whereby every Thought is brought inte
 Captivity to the Obtedience of Chrift,according to 2 Cor,
i0. §. - '
2. From what has been fpoken, you may eaﬁl‘y learn
the great Mifchief and purnicious Tendency of Igno-
rance, . Poor deceived Sculs are apt to make Ignorance

their
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their  Confidence and Refuge, and thinic it wili be
a great Plea for them ; but, 2lafs, It is like to be their
Damnation, both, becaufe it is wilful when they enjoy
the Means of faving Knowledge, and as it keeps them
altogether out of the Way of Converfion to Chrift,
To this Purpofe fays the Lord by his Prophet, My
People are defiroyed for lack of Knowledge, Hof. 4. 6.
The dreadful Confequences of Ignmoranceis exprefled
by the Apoftle, Eps. 4. 18. Where he fpeaks of
Souls being alienated from the Life of God through the
Ignorance that is in them, beraufe of the Blindnefs of
their Hearts. The Devil well knows that this is one
of his beft Securities for the tipholding of his In-
tereft ; and therefore that Prince of Darknefs endea-
vours to keep poor Souls tlind-folded to their De-
ftru@tion. 2Cor. 4. 3, 4. If our Gofpel be bid, it is hid
to them that are Ioff : in whom the God of this orld bath
blinded the Minds of them that believe not, lef¥ the Light
of the glorious Gofpel of Chriff, fhould fbine unto them.
He knows that if the Light of the glorious Gofpel
fhould fhine into the Minds of his Subjects, his Em-’
pire would be in Danger of tottering and falling to
the Ground, but if he can prevent that, he has no
Reafon to fear *. Ala%&, how many precious Souls are
kept in the Poffeffion of the Devil and under his Do-
minion, through the Ignorance that isin them.

3. The foregoing Doflrine teachesus a very great:
and fovereign Mean for the advancing of Sanétificati-:
on, 2:2. T'ke Study and Knowledge of divineTruths. Be-
holding, fays the Apottle, asiz a Glafs the Glory of the
Lord, we are changed into the [ame Image. The Con-
templation of the glorious Truths of Chrift admirably

Jn—.——ab-m_
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X The Pope and the Dewil unanimoufly agree » attacbx’:ig-
pror. People to sheir Interefls, by keeping (i:nz in Ignorances
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 Godly beholding in the Gafpel the Glory of the Lord,
e che

~ the eternal Life or Death of your mo%recioas Souls :

ved. Jobn 1. 13, and 3. 3.
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enlivens Grace and promotes Holinefs in the People of -
God. It’s true, in Conjun&ion with this, they do
fitably make Ufe of other Means which' the Lord
has appointed, fuch as Prayer, Praife, and the other
Ordinances of God; but it is this that gives Lifc and
Influence to them all. Wherefore, among all other
Means, we ought to have a very fpecial Regard to this,
endeavouring to increafe in iie Knowledge of God, tc
meditate much upon and apply to our Hearts the Truths
of the glorious Gofpel of Chrift.

U s E 2. Of Examination.

‘What has been faid, affords Matter for the Trial of
the State of our Souls toward God. You have heard

wrought by the Infirumentality of the Gofpel, enlight-
ning the Mind, and fo renewing and fanQifying the
whole Soul. Now Sirs, pray examine your felves ; Has
the Truths of God ever had fuch powerful Influence
and Effe& upon you? Or, Don’t many of you reft
contented with a meer dead lifelefs Profeflion of them,
while they never effetually reached your Hearts @ A
certain Evidence that you are yet dead in Trefpafies
and Sins ; in a natural Chriftlefs State. The truly

| nged into the fame Image. Neither is it fuffi-
aient to have fome tranfient Imprefions at fome times
made upon your Hearts by divine Truths, hut the
habitual and prevailing Difpafition of your Souls muft
be anfwerable to the Gofpel, fo that you may be pro- -
perly faid to be transformed into the fame Image. O
Sirs, try and enquire faithfully how it is with-.you in
thiefe Refpe@s. There is much dependsuponiit ; either

If you have not been begotten by the Word aof Truth,
i. . changed by it into the fame Image, you have never
en born of God, without which yqu can neyer be fa-

g1
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3. I fhal! now Conclude with a U sE or Ezhortation.
And,

1. To fuch of you as are yet in an unconverted State
who have never been changed into the Image of God ;
whether any of you have been at the L.ord’s Table to
Day or not. O Sirs, Confider what a deploratle Con-
dition you are in, in which, if you die, you wili furely
be damn’d to all Eternity. Humble your felves low
betore the great (God, and feek to him Night and Day
for his pardoning Mercy in Chrift, and renewing Grace.
Conf.dcr, O confiler, what he ipeaks to you in %is holy
Word, that rthereby you may be roufed out of your
ftupid Security, and direted how to come to Chrift that
you may be faved. And, to this Erd, be perfwaded to
attend upon the Werd preached by the Ambafladors
of Chrift with the utmoit Attention and Carefulnefs.
This is the great Means which God has appointed to
convert and fave Souls. Luke 16. 31. If they bear not
Msles and the Prophets, neither will they be perfwaded,
though one rof> from the dead. 1 Cor. 4. 15. fays the
Apoftle, In Chriff Fefus I bave begotien you through the
Gofpel. James 1. 18 Of bis own JVill begat be us with
the /Tord of Tru:h. It is through the Illumination of
- the Mird by the Truths of God’s Word, as you have
heard, that Souls are farictified and brought to Chrift.
And what a dreadful Damnatien muft fuch expe&t as fo
far flight the great Mean of their Salvation, as, either,
not at all to attend upon it, or, do attend in a carclefs:
and indifferent Manner. Him that bath Ears to bear,

let bim hear.

2. { would offer afew Words to the Godly : And
particularly to fuch of them as have been drawing near
to Chrift at his Table. Have you feen this Day the
Glory of God in the Glafs of his Ordinance, fo as to re-
ceive the powerful RefleCtion of its .mage. upon your
felves ? Sc as to have your Souls melted down into the
hcavenly Mould ? Well, dear Brethren, erideavour to™
reain thefe blefled Views, and the pure Affections
Wrought in your Hearts by them, 71he Lord Jeﬁﬁ

. H | wi

_:7 e e e e S, N— __—



e et

102 The Glafy of the Gofpel. -

will always be as beautiful as he is now. The Glory of
God is ever fhining in his Face Such of you as haye
not had fuch eclear and iively Difcoveries of the Glories
of the Redeemer, as you wanted and longed for, blef
God for lefler Meafures, and feek for gieater. Blefs
the Lord, Ifay, for what you have had ; efpecially, if
you have been humbled, made littie and tate in your |
own fight, applying as you cou’d to a full Saviour : Per- |

haps that was molt needtul ter you.

Finally, Let usall go on in theStrength of Chrift, re.
newed tn his preciousOrdinances, until we come to drink
mew Wine with him in the Kingdom of his Father,
where we fhall be with him to behold his Glory, and.
{¢e him as he is.
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