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An affe@ting account of the fuccefs of the united brethren among
the fable children of Africa, is clofed by the authors of the evanger
lical magazine, with this addrefs, which is thought worthy of repeti-
tion. ¢ What chriftian can perufe this affe@ing narrative without
Blefling God, who to our black brethren hath vouchfafed this abun~
dant grace? And who can refrain from blefling God, who excited
the Moravian church to thefe labours of love; and who hath fo won-
derfully fucceeded their apoftolic efforts? Who that hath tafted
that the Lord is gracious, will refufe the aid of his heart, his hand

and his purfe in promoting miflionary exertions, fo honored of our
God and Saviour?

E————

Extrads from tewo letters from the Revd. Gipron Bracksury,
(ading under the authority of the General Affembly of the Presbyte-
rian church in the United States, as a Miffionary to the Chero-
kee Indians,) tothe Revd. Dr. Afhbel Green, Chairman of the
Committee of Miffions.

v Maryviree, Nov. 2, 1808,

Revp. Siw,

YOU have no doubt been waiting with confiderable anxiety
to hear from me on the fubject of my miffion. I did not with to
write until I fhould have it in my power to fay fomething decifive
on the fubje@. Immediately on my return to Tennefiee I took every
opportunity of converfation with the leading chara&ers of the nation
on their vifits to our fettlement, and ftated to them my wifhes.
Some, I could not fee, I addrefled by letter, in order to prepare their
- minds for giving the propofals publicity. By information from Col.
Meigs I found there was to be a general meeting of the nation on
the 15th Sept. near fouth weft point, about forty miles from this
place. I attended, but the Indians had poftpoped the mazeting to
the 15th O&. Finding it would give dignity and refpe& to the in-
ftitution to have the fenfe of the nation on the fubje&, I wrote a
circular letter, requefting an anfwer on that head at their meeting.
At the time propofed I again attended, and met a general aflem-
bly of the chiefs, and a confiderable number of the people, in all
near 2000. The council was held in a grove, on the Indians land,
on the fouth of Tenneflee river. I made my propofal in an ad-
drefs: on the 20th the Indians took it into ferious confideration
that evening and night, and in full council the next day rendered
their anfwer in the following words, viz. ¢ We approve of a fchool
being eftablifhed in our nation under the fuperintendance of the Revd,
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. Mr. Blackburn, and hope much good will be dote by it to our peas
‘ ple: two years are allowed in the firft place, that we may have an
portunity to fee what progrefs our children make under the in-
‘fzu&ion of the teachers, and we will fend fome of our children tq
the fchool,”
. THE GLASS.
Speaker for the Nation,
Attelt,

RETURN j. MEIGS,

A place was agreed on. The place chofen by the chiefs as moft
fuitable to their convenience, is near a town called Highwaflee.
near forty-five miles in the Nation. I have procured a teacher, of
refpe@able charater, approved morals, and ftriét piety. '

The diftancg of the {chool from the fettlement made it neceflary
for the teacher to live in the Nation : I therefore preferred one with
2 family ;—one is obtained, who has a decent companion, and one
child :—he has entered into bond, and given fufficient fecurity for
his performance. - ' )

The fchool will he attended with confiderable expence, and im-
menfe trouble and labor ; but 1 hope God will dire& to refources, and
enable to bear the fatigne. The advantage to the Nation, and the
caufe of God, will, 1 truft, fully repay every exertion to promote
the inftitution. To fee thoufands of immortals, capable, by improve-
ment, to vie with a Boyl, a Bacon, and a Neguton, buried in the
fhades of favage ignorance, and deflityte of the means of enlighten-
ing, would infpire the moft ftoical mind (if religious) with apofto-
lic defires to refcue them frony their pative ignorance and favage wild-
nefs. However I am fully perfugded there is hot a Nation of In-
dians on the Continent, which promifes fairer to reward the pious
exertions of generous benefadtors, than the Cherokee Nation.

Before Chriftmafs, I flatter myfelf, every thing will be ready to
begin the fchool. One of the great obftacles to be fiirmounted will
be, the wild and diftant difpofition of the young Indians: this muft
be engaged by allurements; perhaps a few fmall books, to be given

. to them, might be of ufe.—Should this defideratum be fupplied, and
a few others fuited to the undertaking be forwarded, it wonld evident-
Iy materially ferve the Miffion,

" I reft affured we have your maft ardent prayers, and thofe of your
Society for our fuceefs, and will expet your friendly communications
to affift in the difchargc of the inportant truft.

The Prefident, the Agent, and all the officers of government are
nuch pleafed with the defign, and engaged to promote the underta-
kirg by every kind office in their power,—but, unlefs God build the
houfe the workmen will frive in vain.—May God grant his 3id, af-
ford his affiftance, and receive entirely the praife!”
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s MarvviLLe, April 12, 1804.®

# A fier immenfe labour and fatigue T got all things ready for open-
ing the Indian fchool on the 21t February. The mafter had been
amder pay from December; and had been at the place, making ne-
ceflary arrangements-—obtaining an acquaintance with the language,
and familiarizing himfelf with the children. On the fit{t day there
came eleven fcholars; on the 8th of March there were fixteen; on
the 27th there were twenty; and feveral more are expedted in a few
days,—as foon as I can get clothifig ready for them.

The children behave paft expe@ation; and I am perfuaded that
by a difcipline well balaneed by inducgments and well timed autho-
- rity, they can be kept in as good order gs any fchool on the coati-

nent.

"Their proficiency is very remarkable: the firft day feveral of them
could diftin@tly pronounce half of the alphabet; by the 8th of March
all of them could fay their letters, hackward and forward, and could
eafily know them' wherever they could fee them; and three could
fay their ab. They continue their progrefs; and I flatter myfelf
that their proficieney will exceed the moft fanguine expeations.
T'wo boys who have been taught in the fettlement, are now at fchool,
and are beginning to awrite.

The a&ivity, attention, and cgre of the mafter deferve the high.
eft notice.

[ have fpent Broe months in clofe fervice to the inftitution, be-
fides numberlefs attentions I am obliged to pay to it at home.
The intereft I feel in carrying this bufinefs into effect would fecure
my exertions, fhould I receive no pecuniary returns from any perfon
on earth. I have pledged myfelf to the nation, and my property is
at ftake on the iffue of the undertaking.

I found it neceffary to engage in the bufinefs on a large fcale,
which involves confiderably more expence than at firft I had calcu-
lated :—the cloathing and boarding I found unavoidable: without
this they could not eafily be weaned from favage, and introduced
into civilized habits ; nor could they have been continued at {fchool,
had they been boarded in Indian families. The Indians were not
fufficiently fenfible of the advantages, to fubmit to the expences of
the inftitption. I have therefore raifed a tolerable large houfe with
two fires, in which they are both boarded and taught, and thus are

_conftantly under the eye of the mafter.

Enclofed are the moft material dire&ions which I have given to
the teacher.* '

In every converfation I have had with the chiefs, I have inculcated
the ideas of fettling in farms and cultivating the foil; [ think a very
fhort period will bring this about.

* Thefe immediately follow this lteer,
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®The exiftence of a fupreme being is almoft univerfally acknowledg.
ed, and they admit his agency in matters of importance. -

They are remakably fond of hiftorical fketches; and in this way
might eafily be inftructed in the hiftory of the Bible. Should a num-
ber of geatlemen of talents and leifure publifh a work in the form
of a magazine to anfwer this end, and devote it to the ufe of the
ichool, I am perfuaded it would ferve the caufe of God.

The chiefs of the Nation are pleafed with the thought, that their
children fhould be taught to do bufinefs like the white people.

A few days ago I received a yery earneft requeft from the princi-
pal chiefs of the lower diftri of the Nation for a fchool to be eftablifh-
ed among them. This would be attended with lefs expence, as a
few refpectable white men live near that place who would board the
fcholars free, and contribute confiderably for fchooling their own chil-
dren. '

Shall it be faid by future writers of the hiflory of America, that
once there exifted a Nation of Indians, confifting of upwards of eight
thoufand fouls; but they are {unk to ruin for want of information,
though begging for the means of civilization from a rich, an enlight-
encd, and a chriflianized republic. ~ Shall not the fame ardor fire
our breafts, which a¢tuates the merchant, while, in the purfuic of
wealth,. he traverfes the globe, or faces death upon the mighty waters!
He is not daunted by the horror of the tempelts, or the changes of
climate, until he arrives in Nootka found in quelt offe few Otter fins ;
and fhail the falvation of fouls be of lefs con?equencc in our view, or
fhall we be apathetic in our exertions to refcue them from favage ig-
norance and barbarity. '

I with to be fully informed of the withes and defigns of the com-
mittee on this fubjedt, and how far they will carry the attempt to ci-
vilize this Nation ; alfo what funds they will appropriate to that end.
Should the funds beinadequate, rather than the defiga fhould mifcar-
7y, I would chearfully commit the care of my family and congrega-
tions to divine providence, and, pleading the caufe of my poor red
neighbours and brethren, I would endeavor, by revrefenting their
cries for relicf, to excite a generous public to contribution.

Were the ftate of the fchool and its wants known to the Merchants
and Bookfellers of Philadelphia, I am perfuaded that blankets, cloth-
ing, and books, together with an abundance of fmall articles which
would ferve as prefents, and inducements to the children might ea-
fily be obtained. Thefe would be of great fervice; and indeed with-
cut them the fchool cannot go on.  All the prefents I have yet givea
them are at my own expence, as I was very defiroys to make the
beft I could of the funds on hand. :

I need not fpecify the kinds of books which will be wanted ; you.
" are all judges of thofe things, and, having it in your power to fele&
from a great yaricty, you can do it to the beft adyantage.
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Oh, fir, if 1 had the wealth of a Crcefus, the ambition of an Alex-
tnder, and the wifdom of Solomon, aided by the zeal of a Paul, or
an Elliot, they fhould all be employed to carry on this defign.

I hope this earth never makes one revolution on its axis without
finding you with your hands fpread, and your hearts raifed to the di-
vine throne for my affiftance.—May your prayers be fuccefsful, and
you reap a rich harveft to your own fouls!

The Nations are fhaking, the temple is filling with the glory of-
the Lord, and the poor heathen will foon rejoice in the light of the
fun of righteoufnefs. May we who already enjoy the light of the
gofpel be indeed the falt of the earth !”’

InsTrRUCTIONS given by the Rev. Gideon Blackburn, Mif-
fionary to the Cherakees, to the mafter of the fchool inftituted for
the education of their children.

5. The teacher will always keep in view that the obje& of the
Inflitution is t6 moralize and civilize the Indians, as well as to
teach them the Rudiments of the Englith Language ; and there-
fore his condut in all cafes will be fuch as will tend to thofe ends.

2. Each morning, in the prefence of the {cholars, he will begin
the exercifes of the day, by finging a few verfes of an hymn, and
by addrefing a prayer to the Deity ; and in the evening will clofe
the {chool in the fame manner:—taking opportunities, at as carly a
period as poffible, to teach the pupils the defign of this condué, and
of imprefling their minds with the propriety of filence, folemnity,
and compofure, during the exercifes.

3. The fabbath will always be carefully fpent in religions duties;
and as foon as the {cholars can underftand the nature of the cafe,
they muft be catechifed on the firft principles of religion ; and as their
capacity encreafes, advanced towards the knowledge of religion in

eneral.
& On thofe days, fhould any of #he Nation vifit the teacher, he will
carefully avoid converfations on worldly topics, and in a family way
introduce things relative to God &c. and the firft principles of re-
ligion and morality ;. always retaining a grave and folemn manner
during fuch converfation, in order to imprefs the hearers with the
importance of thofe fubjects.

4. Inall interviews with the Indians, the teacher will take care to
fhew a refpe@ful attention to them, that they may fee, that as men,
they are viewed as his equals ; and that fuperior in{lru@ion does not
make men proud, but more humble and polite.

5. He will carefully avoid adopting their manners and habits,
and ftudioufly keep up the characteriftic of fuperior civilization.
Thus he will lead them into our cuftoms.
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6. In the government of the {chool all feverity will be avoidedy
atleaft until the {cholare are brought to love their new employ ; but
ingenious penalties and well chofen inducements muft be adopted.
1n the whole bufinefs care will be taken always to fhew difapproba-
tion of vice.

7. In the houts of amufement, the mafter will do'well to dire&
them to fuch exercifes and plays, as are pra@ifed among the white
people ; thereby eventually to change the' diverfions of the nation.

-8, The teacher will, in all cafes, avoid entering into the difputes
of the nation, or becoming a party irr their politics ; and thus main-
tain his influence with the whole.

9. He muft ufe his’beft-endeavors to' form a vocabulary of the lan-
guage of the nation. '

10. Colle as much as pofible, from the beft attefted fadts, aw’
hiftory of the nation. )

11. Keep a record of the fcholars names; exhibiting carefully,
every month, the progrefs of each, and marking.thofe who efpecial~
Iy excels :

! k2 ) & ! .,
THE HYMN TO JESUS.

Pranflated from the Hottentot Language and verfifisd in Englfp.— K¢
auas fung by the three Hattemtots.—Vide page 21.

O Zion’s king ¥ Thou Son’ of God,
Exalted on thy Father’s throne !
Behold the purchafe of thy bldod,
On thy dear bride look gently down.

Far from thyfelf, her head, her Lordy
Her life, her love, for thee fhe longs!
©Oh, come and fpeak fome cheering word §
And foon her fighs fhall turn to fongs!

Forget not fouls flill dead in fin,

For whom thy precious blood was: fhed #
Oh, let them feel a life divine,

Thy mighty power can raifethe dead !

Now let thy glory be difplay’d,

Now caufe the deaf thy voice to hear 3
‘T'hat it of Zion may be faid,

« This and that man was born in ker.'”
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Fountain oflife! Almighty God !
Thy {pirit’s influence ithpart!

Oh fhed thy precious love abroad,
And let it foften ev’ry heart.

Bring Tyrians, Philiftines and Moors,

In the right way thy face to feek ;'

Let Satan fall, while heav’n adores,
And the whole earth thy praife fhall {peak]

m>

Tus Horrewrors 1n Loxpow.
Ev. Mag. Jaguary 1804

" The Gentiles fball come untp thee from the ends of the earth, .
Jer. xvi. 194
Jznovan fpake, and truth attends his word,
¢¢ The Gentile nations fhall tonfefs their Lord ;
« Meffiah’s reign fhall o’er the world extend ;
¢¢ And his firm throne endure till time thall end »
Each paffing age the promife bleft reveals;
Each diftant clinie the fpreading conqueft feels ;
Each difPrent tribe fhall by the crofs be won;
And all the Kingdoms be in Jefus one! ~

Europe, once pagan, ‘barbarous, and bliad,
Now civilized, enlightened, and refin’d, -
Avows the chriftian faith ; while thoufands fhare
Its bleffings, who dlfgrace the name they bear !
Yet Europe hath its righteous fouls, who aim
To fpread around the world a fakur’s names;
O’er Seas and defarts, bold they perfevere ;
‘And Lo! atlength, the firft ripe fruits appear }

Who are thefe of olive hue,
Varied forms of human race,
Uttering language harfh and new,
Strangers from #ome diftant place?
Children thefe of nature rude,
In a land of darknefs born ; -
By oppreflion’s rod fubdu’d,
Europe’s ridicule and fcora.

¥
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Knowing net their maker’s name
.Having not the means to know ;
Void of deceney or fhame,

And unconfcious of their woe,—
Life with them was but a flate,
To be wretched, and to die ;
And their everlafting fate
Waken'd not an- anxious figh !

What a change in thefe is wrought ¥
Trophies rich of grace diving ;
From death’s gloomy fhadows brought,
Humble lights for God, to thine !
What could break old habits force,
8tem the hold of fin, fecure,
Turn corrupted nature’s courfe,
-Into channels clean and pure

~ Mark them !—Savage once, and wildg .
Now adorn’d, with fisiles ferene,
Gentle, teachable and mild,
Decent look and pious mien.
Hark ! religion joy doth bring,
Tuning grateful, cheerful praife ;.
Sweetly Jefus love they fing
In their native. fimple lays!

~

Hail thou bleffed gofpel hail !
Where thy faithful heralds run,
Peace and love,. and joy prevail,—
Glory is onearth begun !

Slaves of fin releas’d by thee,

Jefu’s friends and fervants are,
Form on earth his family,

And his heavenly kingdom fhare !—

Say boafting infidel, canall your fchemes.
To civilize the world, fuch converts find !
Could vain philofophy’s delufive dreams,

Or reafon’s morals thus renew the mind ?
Would your philanthrophy the work defign,—
To feek the wretched of the human race 3

¢ Mid Iceland’s fnows, or Afric’s burning lines,
"T'o fpread the knowledge of a faviowr’s grace 2

-
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God work’s by means that prove his fov’reign hand ;
“Infpires the humble to confound the wife ;
Effe@s by fimple agents, movements grand ;
Marks out the track, and ready ftrength fupplies !
Ner wealth nor fame attend the arduous deed ;
But toils and dangers ftrew the rugged way ;

Unbought they labor, and unarm’d fucceed ;—
Their fword is truth, and fouls renew’d their pay !

O ye, who mourn a world in error dead,

Whofe fpirits cry,”” Lord let thy kingdem come !—
Who long to fee the glorious gofpel fpread,
And pant to welcome wand’ring finners home,—
Rejoice! your pray’rs have reached the throne above. !
Go on; the word hath reach’d remoteft fands !

. Your work of faith, and labor fweet of love,
Shall profper in the great redeemer’s hands!

FINIS.

ANY Perfon furnifhing the committee of Miffions, or either of
them, with 33 dollars 33, cents, will be the means of fupplying a
Miffionary to preach the glad tidings of falvation to fome deftitute
part of the country for one month. - o

Blankets, coarfe woollens, cottons, books, or any other com- .
modity proper for the cloathing or inftru&ion of the Indian boys
at the fchool jn the Cherokee Nation of Indians, will be thankfully
received by the committee, or either of them, and forwarded ac-
cordingly. S

e $ G

The form of a devise or bequest for Missionary purposes.
- I A. B. Do give, devife and bequeath to the truftees of the
General Affembly of the Prefbyterian Church in the United States
of America and their fucceflors for ever.—All that, &c.——for
the ufes of their Incorporation. v
The names of the Committee of Miffions for the prefent year.
: ASHBEL GREEN, Chairman.
‘The Rev, Dr. Samvuer Brair, Erias Bowpinor,
Puivie MirLepo.Er, Esenezer Hazarp,
Jacoe Janeway, RosgrT SMiTw.
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The editor bas takén the Tiberty to add to ihis toWedion the follswing oe-
P of a letter vecéived from the aveftern country, flate of Tenneffe,
aritten by a Rev. gentlemean well broiom, and oh awhofe knowledge
and firi& veracity great relance mby be placed.

' ’ MaivviLek, Janvary 70, 1804.

Rev. and dear Sir,

The wonderful appearances attendant on the revival in the ftate
of Tenneflee has arrefted the attention of both the friends and ene-
mies of religion. The bodily exercife has affumed fach a variety of
fhapes as to render it a truly herculiah tafk to give an intelligent ffate-
ment of it to any perfon who has never feen it. However, I'do not
hefitate ;o fay thatit is evidently the Lérd’s Work though marvellous
in our eyes.

Since my return to the ftaté of Tenneffee I have-tittended ‘éight fa-
craments, and thefe in different parts of the country. From rooo to
8500 have been affembléd together~—of courfe, callected from'confi-
derable diftances. I have converfed particularly with upwards of 800

tfons on their exercifes, views, feelings &c. and Iam conftrain-
ed to fay, that I havedifcovered far lefs extravagance, diforder and
irregularity, thancould have poflibly been expedted in fo extraordina-
¥y an awakening, efpecially when part of it took place among perfons
fettled in the back parts and entirely deftitute of the means of grice.
If crouded audiences, earneft praying—pra&ical preaching—and ani-
mated finging, may be confidered irregular, thereis a great deal'of ir-
Jegularity. 1f crying out for mercy. If fhouting glory to God for
falvation, are diforderly ? then thereis fome diforder, but I'prefume
not more than there was at the day of Pentecoft,

" The only thing with us, which can be conftrued into diforder or
extravagance, is the motions of the body under the exercife. Thefe
T will attempt to defcribe.  Ina number of inftances, the firft fymp-
tom-fit, is'a violens freihbling throughout the {yftem—a difficulty of
breathing and a preflure-about the heart asif the diffelution of nature
was faft approaching; and often the:perfon (in fac) believés that it
is juft at band. Sometimes they fall and lye motionlefs for foine
time—the length of the time is very irregular. ""Some do not fall,
but a jerking takes place in the nerves, ‘which has every {fymptoth of
the ftrongeit convulfion and produces motions precifely of the fame
kind.—The head will be. fometimes jerked forward and forffetirties
backwards, with fuch violence you would fuppofe it would fly off
the fhoulders. At other times the arms will be proje@ted—the fifts
clinched and the finews fo ftrong,’ that itis impoffible to bend them
and fo of every other part of the body, ou which the influence lights.
‘The mufcles, -about the brain and jaws fometimes become affected—
then the perfon will laugh in the mdft extraordinary manner, though

3
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it is altogether involuntary, as indeed all the bodily exercifes are;
1 have frequently feen perfons who would forely lament, after it was
over, faying they felt more difpofed to cry, than laugh, but they
could not avoid it. In a few minutes the fame perfon will break
into a flood of tears and be in the utmotft diftrefs, but itis only when
affe@ed in this way, they can fhed tears while in the bodily exercife,
which appears evidently to take the place of and fupercede them al-
together.  If at any time cears break forth in an affembly, the bodi-
ly exercife ceafes, at times, almoft entirely. Sometimes the tongue
will be fo affe@ted that though the perfon is walking about in perfe&
health and quite fenfible, yet he cannot fpeak a word for hours.
Thhe eyes will alfo be frequently affected in the fame way. The whole
fyftem is often fo influenced, that in whatever pofture the perfon is,
whether ftanding or fetting, when taken, -he will remain motionlefs
and as ftiff as if dead for feveral hours; during which period you can
fearcely difcern the motion of the pulfe, and the extremities will
grow completely cold. In this ftate they are ufually infenfible to
any thing pafling around them, but the mind is in full employ, and
they can clearly recolle@ their meditations.~—Frequently the effe@
falls on the nerves of the thighs and legs, and then the perfons will
be fo difpofed to rum, that if you hold them (which has been
attempted) it nearly takes their life. If let alone. they will run
from 20 to 100 yards through the thickeflt woods, with their eyes
fhut, with a moft aftonithing velocity, and then drop motionlefs as
if fhot ; and what is very remarkable, few cafes have ever happened,
where the fubje@ of any exercife has done themfelves any injury.
In moft of the cafes, when the paroxifm begins to go off, the fub-
jet feels the ftrongeft defire for prayer, and frequently exprefles him-
felf in the moft pathetic, fluent and pertinent manner I ever heard.
Children of § or'6 and perfons who before appeared grofsly ignorant
exprefs themfelves in fuch a manner—form their petitions fo judici-
oufly and introduce fcripture fo pertinently, that I queftion, if the
greateft Docer of divinity in America would not bluth in the view
of his own inferiority. A number of the bodily exercifes immitate
pieces of conduct, which are known by common names, ‘and from
that circumftance are denominated; and thus, with thofe who are
not eye witneffes, has all the odium of the pradticein common ufe,
attached 'to it—but a perfon who candidly views the whole affair,
will fee fuch'a difference, that though, from hearfay, he has imbi-
bed prejudices, he will change his opinion, and admire the power
of God.  Of this kind, are thofe motions call dancing, pointing, fight-
ing ‘&c. Under the exercife, fometimes the feet and hands will
move fomething like dancing and if they are fo confined that they
cannot rife, the motion ‘will continue; and if you hold the particu-
kar.part, fuch convulfions will feize the whole frame as you would
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fuppofe would tear it in pieces—yet in all the convulfions and exer-
cifes, there is no pain, but the moft pleafing fenfations, except when
firft feized, or what rifes from the diftrefs of mind. The dancing
§as it is called) is one of the moft folemua appearances I ever have
cen. The eyes are fhut. The countcnance brightened with joy
and the motions of the body, a kind of leaping or dancing very expref{-
five of their feelings. This exercife is ufually attended with a tune,
which is aniformly the fame, in thofe who fing at all, and is very
melodious. Some ufe words which are defcriptive of their train of
thought—fuch as ¢ come Lord Jefus—Oh come lovely Jefus”—
or Holy! Holy! Holy! Lerd of Hofts! &c. &¢’” I have feen -
children, who I am fure never danced a ftep in their lives, nor ever
faw any body dancing, rife and have the fame motions with thofe,
who might be fuppofed to have done it from practice, or from immie
tation ! Old men of 60, who have fupported an unblemithed cha-
radter for religion. for 3o years and who held dancing in the moft
perfe&t abhorrence, have notwithttanding been brought to the exer-
cife ({o called) though the moft again{t theirinclination. It has fer-
ved as an effeCtual check to carnal dancing in this part of the world
—{uch a thing can fcarcely be heard of in the circle of an acquain~
tance. 'When the arm is ftrung, and raifed horizontally with the
forefinger projected, it is called pointing; this often takes place,
though the eyes are fhut, and they have no defign in the cafe—alfa
when the fift is clinched in one of thofe convulfions, the perfon will
ftrike any thing indifcriminately, as wella tree, ora ftump, as a man;
this however is called fighting. And the fame obfervations, are ap-
plicable to all the bodily exercifes which appear. The fubjeéts of
thofe exercifcs are found in all elafles, ranks and degrees. The per-
fon of 80 and the child of 4—the mafter in afluence and.the flave
* in bondage. The elergy in the pulpit and the laity in the pews.
The man of long religious ftanding, thofe of a recent date and many
who have no religion atall. It is univerfally agreed that there is no
religion in the bodily exercife; yet it is thought to be a very folemn,
external call—is well calculated to imprefs the mind, and ought to be
improved. It never can be accounted for, from fympathy, nor isit
always increafed by thinking—numbers have taken it, when a fleep,
cr at their work, or in thoughtlefs mirth; tho’ having never attended
to any means of grace for years paft, and after they felt it, they
fought againft it for feveral days, and attempted to banifh it by drink-
ing or diverfions, till at laft conquered, they were forced to acknow-
ledge it was the hand of God. ' ‘ -
Should the folution be atiempted on the ground of {ympathy,
we muft not only fuppofe a firft pretender to bring it into motion, bug
alfo fuch to be regularly a&ing in concert in every worfhipping afe
fembly to carry on the farce; and how we fhould account for the
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individuals in the woods taking of it, I know not, feeing that theg
have it more violent inprivate devotion, than in company. In fhort,
1 have not only heard of it, and feen it, dut have felt it, and am
perfuaded that 1t is only to be effeéted by the immediate finger of
God. There are fome impoftors——there are fome extravagancies,
but thefe make no chara&eriftic feature of the work, and are held
in abfolute aborrence by the fimple and pious. The beft evidence
of a revival is the fruit produced.—To this we fhall attend—a full
enumeration of this would fwell my long letter to a volume. The
infidel of many years ftanding, is often feen laying down his wea-
pons at the foot of the crofs ; and heard crying out, ¢ “I'hereis 2
Jefus—I enjoy more fweetnefs in a moment, than I have done for
years, &c.”>  Thefe things I have feen and heard. They have alfo
declared, that men and beoks could never have fo effectually con-
vinced them of the truth, as the bodily exercife has done, Thofe
of the fame clafs, who are not convinced, are completely filenced,
and have obtained their ne plus ultra. The Ball Room, tipling
thops, and taverns, have, in a number of inftances, been thrown
open to the pious, and converted into places of prayer and praife
in focial exercife. The moft loofe and profane fettlements, where
religion was not known, or the name of God mentioned, only in
blafphemy, are regularly formed into focieties, and meet weekiy
for focial prayer. The very caves of the mountains where a few of
the more indifferent had crowded, are now founding with praife o -
God. Praying focieties may be attended every day or every night
in the week, by a ride of a few miles.—In thefe, boys of 12 or 15
will chearfully take their part, when called upon. In all thefe fo-
cieties, there is one appointed to prefide, who reads the Scriptures—
choofes and points out the hymns, and calls on perfons to pray as
he choofes, and thus all is condu@ed with decency and order.—It
is not uncommon on Sabbath evenings and frequently in the week,
to find 20 or. more children affociated in a filent grove, neme of
" them more than 12 years old, and engaged in the moft folemn
prayer. )
1 have under covert, drawn near them, and feen and heard won—
ders indifcribable. Seme crying to Jefus for mercy—fome fhouts
ing,” gloryto God for falvation.” Others, praying for their own.
fouls—their brothers, fifters, fathers, mothers, friends, minifters—
praying for the church—the heathen—yea for the world at large. O}
Sir nothing but the Hofanna’s of the children on the entry of Chrift
into Jerufalem, could equal the praifes of thofe infants. Nor is this
a hally flah, but continues, while theyare evidently become both mére
dutiful and docile. Their defire, as foon as they take the bodily ex-
ercife, for inftru&tion and for the means of grace, is paft conception,
The poor black flaves, are much reformed—they are more dutiful,
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fielefal Wnd vpright; and many ef their mights, after days of fatigwe,
are fpent in focial prayer. In a word the chriftian is animated—the
hypocrite alarmed and finners tremble. The do&rines of the crofs are
thirfted after and more fully anderftaod, than they would have been,
in 2 common way, in 10 years regular attention—tatal depravity—
free grace—inexcufable rebellion, and infinite mercy, are favourite
topics—T'he great object appears to be; to defpife felf, and exalt the
redeemer. The finn:r ceafes to make terms with his creator, and
furrenders in entire, unconditional fubmiffion. The love of chris- .
tians for each other, has increafed at leaft tenfold, efpecially with
thofe who have been the fubjeds of the bodily exercifes (for it is to
be remarked, that all chriftians are not the fubje@s of it) and the
zeal for the intereft of Zion has had a propertionate increafe. Pray-
er, praife and religious converfation, are clearly the order of the day;
and this pratice, paffing through the common circles of fociety, has
bettered their ftate and fweetened the relations of life.

Thefe are fome of the effe@ts produced, and while fuch is the
fruit of the moral tree, T-fhall confider the root good, and the
caufe producing it divine. I ought to have remarked, that the
bodily exercife, is not the effe@ of the weaknefs .of the nervous
fyftem, for the weak hyfterical female, will often remain unmaved,
while the ftout and fturdy veteran, will fink and fall by her fide—
As foon as any pesfon who has been the fubje& of the exercifes has
been attacked by ficknefsy the exercife leaves him entirely, until he
again recovers {trength, when it returns with force, proportionate
to his returning (trength. After all I have faid, you will not be
able to form an accurate judgment of the thing without being a fpec-
tator yourfelf, nor can it be fully defcribed byany man on earth. 1

*have fimply ftated faéts fo far as I have gone, not any by hearfay,
_ but what I have feen myfelf.—Should the bodily exerci{gv roduce

as good fruits in Philade{phia, as it has done here, I fhould fincerely
- with to hear of it making its appearance in that city. Wheéa per-
fons are under the bodily exercie, they can think and exprefs them-
{elves beyond their common level very confiderably, and of this I

am convinced by experience.
Iam, &c. Ui
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