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THE WORK AND THE REWARD OF ELDERS.
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BRETHREN,

UNDER the authority of Him who has
all power in heaven and in earth, a few of us are met here
this day, to commit to one of our fellow.men and fellow-
sinnners, the office of the holy ministry,  The great apos-
tle of the Gentiles considered it his most distinguished
honour, ¢ that he was counted faithful, and put into the
ministry.””* Hence he commands his son Timothy, and
through him commands every one of his successors, *“to
commit the things which he had received to faithful men,
who should be able to teach others. al.0.”t Hence also,
the order of our church requires, that on occasions such
as this, a discourse, on the nature and importance of the
ministry; be delivered. Let the apostle Peter preach to
us on the occasion.

¢ The elders whqy are among you I exhort, who am also

an-elder, and a witr of the sufferings of € hrist, and
also a partaker of the glory which shall be revealed ; feed
the flock of God wluch lS among you, taking the over-
sight thereof, not by constraint, but of a ready mind;-
neither as being Lord’s over God’s heritage, but being
ensamples to the flock, and when the Chief Shepherd
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fddeth
not away.” 1. Pet. v. 1. 4.

*1 Timo io 12. 17. 1’2. Timo iic 1. 2.
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As clder is literally one advanced in years ; but in the
passage before us, as well as ina vatiety of other passages,
it expresses authority not age. In the first ages of the
world, the patriarchal government was nearly universal;
the father or the eldest son, being the head.of the family or
clan.—Old men, or at least men, who were noted for their
experience and prudence, were also in these ages, almost
the only ; who were invested witly authority, in ca-
seg of digculty and danger. Hence the term elder came
to be a general name for one invested with authority, in
the same way that father and mother in the fifth command-
ment came to express superiors of every kind.

In the new Testament two orders of elders are pretty
distinctly marked. In authority. these elders are equal—
the only difference is, that those of one kind zeach as well
as rule, while those of the other only #ule. Hence in the coun-
cil of Jerusalem, the apostles & elders are marked as distinct;
while there is no intimation given, thatin pointof authority,
~ any one member of that council was superior to any of the
rest. Henceaso, inthe epistle to Tim. we have these words:
¢ Let the elders who rule well, be counted worthy of double
honor, especially they who labour in the word &-doctrine.”.
‘Two orders of elders being thus known in the primitive
church, to these, and all their successors in office, the a-
postie Peter addresses himself in the passage before us.
~ It is quite naturaland reasanatle for us to be anxious to
know something of the character and sithation of the per-
son who is to address us on any ogcasion. The very sanie
matter has quite a different influence, when it falls from
the mouth of one man ‘under ‘particular circumstances,
. from what it has, when it flis from the mouth of another
man, or even the same man, under different circumstan-

ces. To meet then, this greatand leading fact in the con-
stitution of humgn nature, the apostle introduc~s his ad-
dress with a stitement of some of the circumstances un-
der which he wrote, He exhorts that we attend to him,
‘fromt}xc congideration that he himself is an elder—that he
1s a witness of the sufferings of Christ—and is also a par-
taker of the glory which shall be revealed. |
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He himself ie also an Elder--a co-préshyter. Hedsan
elderin every s:nse of the term. He is advaneed in yoms
—he was invested with the authosity of an clder, by the
head of the chuirch lumSeI}tk at the h:ﬂoamwmsemem of the
christian dispensatton.  hats anextensive experi-
ence of the sorrows and: comforts o:: the ol;ﬁoe-—-be i still
engaged in the great and good work, and has, consequent.
ly,g:%:llow fecling for all- his brethren in ofice, wlicther
they now actually exist, or are to take their place, and set
their part after the lapse of many generations. .

He also is, or was a witness of the sufferinge of Clirist,
The church was purchased with the blood of God ; ami
of the inconeeiveable sufferings which attended the shed-
ing of this blood, the apostle Peter was a confidentiyl wie-
n:ss. He heurd with his ears, the son of God, saving s
“ My soul is exceeding sorrow!ul even unto death.” He
saw with his eyes «he son of God, “sore amazed,” and
“ in an agony, and his sweat ag it w.re great drops of
blood falling down to the ground.”” He heard himy while
in this agony praying, “O my Father, if this cap may
not pass from me, except I drivk it, thy will be done?’#
At sucir expenice was that flick purchased; of which Pe.
ter, and his fellow elders had, or still-fave the honour of
taking care, B

He is also, & partaker of the.gliry which shall be re.
vealed. His master theugh once in..a suffer.ng state, is
now cxalted——though he was ence crucified yet he is now
alive and lives.for.evermore.. He entercd iato this state
of glory as a public character—-as the head of an innuinera-
ble company. He togk possession of all this grlory, in the
name of all wham, he represented. His Ife and slory,
-are thua their life and glory, and perfect security that their
spiritual hife shall be continued ; und the full effulgence of
‘heavenly glory, bein due time bestowed,  “In my Fa.
ther’s house,” said he, “‘are many mansions; if it were
not so; I would have tald you. = Igote prepare a place
for you; and if I go ta prepare a prace for you, 1 will

*¥Mat. xvii, 36. 46, &c.
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, eome again and receive you unto myself, that where I .am
therc ye may be also.’ Musing on these and other de-
clarations of him, who is faithful and true, the elder Peter
had frequently been transported into the very mansions.of
glory. He had alrcady actually received a. large portion
of this glory by the Holy Ghost dwelling in his heart,
and filling him frequently with a joy and peace, which
were inconceivable and full of glory, often reducing him
with his brother Paul, to an uncertainty, svhether he was
in the body or out of the body. | :

Such, brethien, are the circumstances, by which the. a.
po-tle would arrest our atiention to the exhoratign be'is
about to give. They are truly no trivial cirqumstances.
‘That elder must be careless indeed—he must be altogeth.-
cr unworthy of the name, who is not attentiye to an ex-
hortation from the lips ofthis man. Let us then hear the
exhortation. It is in these words, * feed the flock of God
which is among vou, taking the oversight thereof,  not
by constraint, but willingly ; not for filthy lucre, but of a
ready inind.” . (

"The name by which the private members of the church
are denominated, first demands oyr attention ; they age the

Jock of God : andthey are God’s heritage. | -

"The saint’s are God’s flock—the innocence and gentle.-
ness of their disposition—their extensive, general and uni-
versal usefulness; and their living together in society, are
hereby pointed out. . ‘ \ .

‘The gentle and inoffensive nature of the sheep, and the
cleanliness of its food are well known. All saints in like-
manner, are of peacegble dispositions. To be hateful and
hating one another—to indulge a peevish, quarreling tem.
per to any great extent, is not the spot of God’s children.
In the moment of regeneration, they are made. partakers of
that * wisdom which is from above, which is first pure,
then peaceable, . gentle and easy to be entreated, full of
mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hy-
pocricy.”’®  As their nature is, so is their nourishment.
‘I'hey live not upon falsehood and error, but upon the pure

fames i1l 17, aud 1. 18,
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milk of thewcrd. They have laid aside to a considerable
degree, malice and guile, and hypocricies, and envies and
cvil speaking, and as new born babes, thcy dusire the
sincere milk of the word that they may grow thercby . ®*

No animal is so extensively usefui as the sheep. Itsan-
nhual fleece cloaths our backs—its milk and flesh strength-
en our heart.—Just so, the saints are the only peoplc who
are of universal use. Take the influence of genuine pi-
oty out of the world, and human society would not be
much different from the socicty of infernal spirits.  Facts
without number, and many of them within the reach
of every person of observation, might be easily enume-
rated to confirm and illustrate this.

The sheep is a social, not a solitary anunal; and it
manifestsa strong disposition to associate only with those
of its own kind.  All saints in like manner h.ve a com-
mon spirit, whichinfluences them to cultivate an acquaint.
ance, close and intimate, with all other saints.; Next ta
having communion with his God, cvery samt will cherish
‘““the communion of saints.”” No company will be :ilv
and always agreeable to him, but the company of tho,
*“ who fear God.” See Mat. iii. 16. 17. Rom. i. 9. [2,
Colh 1. 4. 12.and 1. 1. 5. Philomen, verse 5, 6, 7.

Next, the saints are God’s feritage. The certh and ull
that it contains, 1s.the Loord’s ; but he claims the suaints, the
living members of his church, as his heritage—his lot—
his peculiar property—his special treasure.—They veire
from eternity the okbjects of his special love. He posscd
by sinning angels, the higher order of created intelliven.
res and fixed his love on lost men.  In the same sovercion
good pleasure, he passed by multitudes of men and fixed
upon others. Even so Father, for so it seemeth good in
thy sight. See Rom. viii. 29. 30. Eph.i. 3. 6.

They were redeemed at an immense price—nothing less
than the blood of the Son of God. ¢ We are redeemed
not with corruptible things, as siiver and gold, but wiih
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blcniish

*I, Pet. 11. 1. 2. see also Mat. v. 7. 8.0



- and without spot.” For this beritage, God spared not his
son, and that his only son. ,

'Thete is a special care exercised over the saints.  Je-
Rovah keeps them, as he keeps the apple of his eye.«-He

witics them as a father piticth his children. His angels are

2l mibistering spirits, sent forth to’minister unto them
who shall be heirs of salvation, Heb. 1. 14.—See also Is.
xxvit. 2. 3. - '

‘Ihe saints are connected with God the Fathor and God
the Son in a special manner, ‘They are one with the Son
as he is oie with the Fath.r.  For thus the chief Shepherd
says, *“ neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their word; that they all
may be one, as thou Father art in me and I in thee,
that they also may be one in us, &c. John xvii. 20.
Let us next attend to the relation, in which these elders
stand to this flock and this heritage. It is an amiable flock

—itis a valuuble heritage. It isin fact the ooly thing on

earth, which the God of heaven claims as his exclusive

property. It must bea great honour to be any way con.

nected withit. An object so dear to God, ought to be
-dear to'us. These elders are the pastors of this flock,
and the guardians of this heritage—they are to feed the
Jlock—they have the oversight of the heritage. The duty
enjoined supposes,

1. An extensive and experimental acquaintance with
the doctrines of revelation. These doctrines are the food,
and the office df the teaching elder particularly, is to deal
out this food, according to the various wants and capaci-
tics of the flock. ¢ The priests lips should keep know-
ledge and the people should ask the law at his mouth.”
But how can a man keep that which he hath never got ;
and with what satisfaction can the people ask the law from
the thouth of a man as ignorant as themselves ?

W hile 1l the flock agree in the general character of sins
ncrs or saints, their capacities & frames or states, are infinitely
various ; yet for every one of their various conditions, there
are a portion of holy writ particularly suited. And a

Wer e AR mmme e e e
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great & leading art of feeding, is to deal out this food so as te
suitthese varicties. There are various grades ofignorant per.
Sons who are to be. instructed —there are various grades of
hardened sinners who arc t6 be alarmed—there are distres.
sed souls of every kind who are to be comforted ; thera
are hy pocrites ofevery description who are to be dctected ;
there are backsliders who are to be reclaimed; there are
muliitudes of those who are weak in the faith, who are to
be cherished ; and there are the heady and high minded,
generally in considerable numbers, and of every descrip.
tion who are to be convinced. = o

The eldir who is to feed a flock of such diversities,
must be well acquaintcd with all the provision which the
head of the church has provided for such cases. His ac-
quaintarice must also be of the experimental kind, before
his ministrations can be of general use. He must himself
know the terror of the Lord before he can be very influen.
tial in warning others to flee from the wrath which is to
come. He must have fe/t and must continue 10 fee/ some-
thing of thie deceitfulness of the heart, and of the workings
of corruption, else he never will succeed in exposing to
the heart and conscience of others, their hidden springs of
wickedness. ‘He must know from experience something
of the sweetness and suitableness of pardon and peace; and
sanctification and other blessings of Christ’s purchase, be-
fore he can speak so as to be understood by distressed
souls, . . .

2d. It is the office of the shepherd, -not only to lead
the flock to suitable pasture; but also to keep theni from
straying, and t0_defend them from the midnight thicf, or
open robber, and beast of prey.  Eldets of both kinds are
in like maniier, sct for the defence of the gospel. God has
given to his church at large, but par icularly to her offi-
cers, all the doctrines of revelation as a sacred deposit.,
These they are to preserve in their purity and fulness. He
has givento theni in charge all kis ordinances; those they
also are to preserve in their purity and fultess. He has
given to the elders in charge; all his pe:gle, or flock,
and for every one of these tlls\ey are accountable.
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The means, which the head of the church hath ap_pointcd
for preserving and defending theseimportant deposits, may
perhaps al be classed under three. -

1. A luminous exhibition of gospel truths. God’s
own word is the great instrument by which all that belongs
to his flock and heritage 1s to be preserved and defended.
This is the sword of the spirit. Hence elders both teach-
ing and ruling, must be men mighty in the scriptures.
Their uaderstanding mast be well informed in the scrip-
ture proof of every article in their creed. They must be
able on all occasions, to give to both friends & foes a rea-
son of their faith; the divine authority under which they
speak, or act. It is thus only, that they can have any
claims to being, ¢ the light of the world,”—*the city set up-
on an hill,’—the man i whose quiver are the arrows of
the Almighty. i

2. A conduct inall things becoming the gospel of
Christ, is equally necessary.  Men have in all ages and
in all states of society, put more confidence in their eyes,
than in their ears; and while human nature is human na-
ture, this will be the case. We will be respected by our ene-
mies, and confided in by our friends, in exact proportion
as we are living epistles of Jesus Christ seen, and read of
all men. 'What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man
say he hath faith, and hath not works? Can faith save
him? You profess to be leading others.in the way of ho-
liness, and yet you, yourself are, in many things visibly
the servant of sin, You are cxtremely zealous that you
and others should observe this ordinance, or this particu-
lar commandment, and yet you and your friends live in
the open and avowed neglect of ancther ordinance, or ano.
ther commandment, which rests upon the same divine au-
thority. Ah Brethren ! It isnot thus you are to recom-
mend God’s flock, or God’s heritage to . those who are
without. Itis not thus you are to expect God’s blessing
even upon his own truth and hisown ordinances. You are
holding the truth in unrighteousness, and even God’s causc
will not prosper in your hands. * -

3. 'T'he shepherd who takes proper care of the flock
-committed to him, will keep the wolf and other beasts of
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an hostile nature from having access to them ; he wiil
also separate even the diseased and infectious sheep
from the sound and healthy. In like manner, God’s flock
and heritage will never be preserved safe where there is
not the impartial and conscientious exercise of discipline.
This flock of God, is a select and orderly association ;
and elders of both kinds are to rule and govern this asso-
ciation.

The scriptures in this case, as well as in all others, fur-
nish us only with some great and leading general princi-
ples, by which our conductis to be regulated.

The openly profane of every description are to beexclud-
ed from all the privileges of God’s people. See 1. Cor. v.
1.—to the end.

Itis also to be observed, that as we have no way of
ascertaining men’s connexion with the head of the church,
but by the external conduct; a church member, though
he be united to the head, while he acts as the profune gen-
crally act, is to be classed with the openly profane, and
dealt with accordingly. An impartial and speedy exer-
cise of diseipline, in cases of this kind, is the appointed
mean of heaven for bringing such a brother, if he be real-
ly united to the Saviour, to evangelical repentance.~—See
2. Cor. ii. 1.—=11. and vii. 8—12. and xii. 20.—21. The
obstinate maintainers of damnable heresics, are also to be
excluded. See 2. John 6—11.

In exercising church discipline, we are however car-
fully to remember, that ic is not every person, nor ever:
principle, nor every action with which we, or some of ot
fellow-elders may be displeased, that is a proper objcct
discipline. Nor is the same kind of discipline to be app!
indiscriminately to every object of disciplme. God’s w
here, as wellasin every other thingis to be our rule. Au
are only officers, not sovereign lords. Muchof'the art of f
ing and defending the flock, consists in knowing what
proper objects of discipline, & what particular discipline;
beapplied. Alittle common scnse under the direction
picty, will be of more service here than volumes of spée
rules. 1n cur zeal to keep the church pure, we may drve
way many of God’s sheep; & drive away also, from Gé&

N ] ~ .
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ordinanc cs many sinners, who speaking after the rules of
probabili ty, might have been subdued to the obedience of
faith, ,‘ T |

8. The shepherd has to attend to his flock every day,
and in all seasons, and frequently durir g the night as well
as in the broad day.—Frequently also in the storms of
winter, as well as the sun shine of summer.  The work of
the cldcrship, in like manner requires continual unec asing
care. It is not to be attended to either by the preaching
or the lay.clder only as a by job, itis to be their businrss.
It is not to be attehded to only when it may suit supposed
convenience, or when it is agreeable but, is to be attended
to at all times, and under ail circumstances. It is a gencral
law of nature, that no business will prosper, unless those who
~ have the care ofit attend to it constantly. We see thisexem.
plified in the merchant, in the physician, in the lawyer, and
in fact in all the department of lifes.  Examine them all,
nesr at hand or far remote, and you will find that all other
circumstances being equal, their prosperity is in ex:ct pro-
portion to the time and care which the elders devote to
their.-work. Not a day passes in which God’s heritage
docs not require the attention and the labour of the over-
seers in some form or other. Scarcely an hLour is known, in
which some one of the flock has not some peculiar demand ;
and in exact proportion as this labour is bestowed, and
‘hese demands attended to, you will have a flourishing or
+ decaying congregation, |

Such continued and undivided attention on the part of
. elders, whether preaching or lay, is indeed scarcely
own in these days: and the want of it is marked on the

«ueral character of our churches. But from the begin-

ing, in the presperous days of the church it was cther.

vise. |

5. Thus much for the duty of the elders of the church, as i
.brought befo e us in the passage under consideration, - It
cnly remains that we attend to the motives by which they
are to be influenced in discharging this duty.

These are to tuke the oversight not by constraint but

. ingly—not for filthy licie,but of a reedy mind. They

1
31
4
3
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4
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gre tn exercise their authority nct es lrds over God's
heritage Lut as ensemples to the flock. -

One gene:al observation will apply to the whole of these
requisitions, viz. unless cur hart is right vith God all
our cxternal performances will be nsacecptubk —one great
and iinpotrant duty of an elder then is, to wate/; over lis
own heart. Are our hidden springs of action at all times,
or gener, lly such us God's law requires?

Elders re to tuke the overs’eht not bv coenstraing but
willingly. There is perhaps here an allusien to the exces.
sive backwardness to undertske the cfiice of paster or
elder, for which almost all, + ho were elected to that ofiice
in the first ages of the church were disuinguishe’.  Mon

“inthese dayvs did rot offcr themselves us candidates for su.
thority in the church; nor did they directly, orindirectly,
then employ their friends to sccure the voice of the peo-
ple in their behalf.  "The current of fashion then run i an
opposite dircction, Somcthing like violence h d to be
used before those wlio were elected would conscut to be
invested wi h the office. Modesty and difhide..ce are goed
and neccssury qualifications inany man, and 2s necossury
in rulers, or rulers elect as any where; but they mav be
cherished to a sinful excess—or they mzay Le pretendod
where the ruling principle ts pride. It tdie Lidid of the
church has bestowed upor you my fricnd any talent the?
it should be only one; :nd if ke in his providenice call you
to exercise it you are to offer it cheerfully. To vecd to
be pressed and entreated, after the voice of the church has
been fairly expressed, savours mor: of the low cunning of
the men of this world, than of the meekness and gentle-
ness of Christ.

Not by constraint, but willingly. says also, tha:inall our
services. which we may be c¢ licd to perform to Ged’s
flock, every thinglike grudging must Le guarded aguinst,
If we are faithtul we will find ourselves frequently called

to muke what the men of the world call sacrifices. We.

must, 11 many cascs, sacrifice our personal and family ease:
we must, on many occasicns, lay temp.r and dispasitions
under consid-reble restriint: we are to lay our acer unt to
mcet with niortificatiens, and incuits in a theusend forn.s,

h



14

Our Lord himself was despised and rejected of these very
men, whom he came to save., Our characters and even
our lives may be demanded—all these are to be yielded,
not by constraint but willingly, not merely because we can.-
not help ourselves, but cheerfully, without a grudge. It
is God’s flock—God’s heritage—nay, God himself who
requires these.

Again,—We arc to take this oversight not for filchy
Jucre, but of aready mind. This clause can never mean,
as it has sometimes been explained, that church ofhcers are
to give the whole or the most of their services gratis. This
would be to contradict a vast number of other passages of
scripture, as well as the plain dictates of common sense.
Nay the very fact, that the apostle warned the elders of
his day to beware of being influenced by motives of filthy
lucre, is pretty strong proof that the officers of the church
in that day had a decent and honorable, and something
Wke a liberal support from the church. There was dan-
ger, it seems, of men accepting the office of the eldership,
not merely that they might eat a piece of bread, but even
that they might amass what is called a fortune.

The meaning of the injunction, then, is, that the elders,
both preaching and lay, in entering upon their office, and in
continuing in it, are to beware of a worldly and avaricious
disposition. They are, no doubt, like other workmen to
eat their daily bread; but are never to eat as gluttons do,
merely for the pleasure of eating, but in order that their
bodies may be strengthened for the work of the day. They
are nodoubt toaccept money orany other thing which may
bé a reaspnable compensation for their services; butthe
amassing of money or any kind of property is never to be their |
object. Much less are they to use the influence, which |
they may possess as elders; or the knowledge which they
may acquire of the actual state of things, in discharging
the duties of their office, as means of accomplishing exten-
- sive commercial speculations. See 2 Tim. ii. 4. Their
desires, in ane word, are to be bounded generally with “give
us day by day our daily bread.” To be able to live without
money, and without debt ought to be about the extent of |
their speculations,
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Neither as being lord’s over God’s heritage, but._flef:f
=nsamples to tke flock. FEldcrs are invested with C(:;l::f Lth::
ble authority, conceening the eldership, the hea P

“church saith; “verily Isay unto you, whatsoever ye :
'bind on carth shall be bound in heaven; and wh‘:;soe_\c;
\}'c shall loose on earth shall be loosca in heaven. 'gta}:n
say unto you, that if two of you shall agree l;)n ggnc 1‘::
'tcaching ‘any thing that they shall ask it shall he one for
!i,thcm of my father, whois in heaven. For w c-reI wo lc‘;e
'three are gathered together in my name there am Lin th
'midst of them*”  Yet extensive and commanding as this
authority is, it is not sovereign and independent, but del]::-
gated and subordinate. The elders are not lords of the
‘manor, they have God’s heritage only in trust as servants.
1tis his property which they ar. to manage. They them.-
selves are also his property; and they are only to execute;
never to legislate.

We are not to be lords but ensamples, ot patterns to
the flock. \Veare never to imagine that we as officers are
free from any obligations which are binding on the flock.

e are authoriscd to command and encourage men to be-
ieve on the Lord Jesus for the salvation of their souls, but
e are ncver to imagine that we, by virtue of our office,

gc so holy, or so dignified as not to need to be saved in
T

he same way. While we command the flock in the name
fthe Lord Jesus, to have no fellowship with the unfruit-
ul works of darkne:s—to have no unnecessary intercourse
ith ungodly men—to bring up their children in the nur-
ure and admonition of the Lord; and in general to abound
" good works, we are to be ensamples—we are to go be-
re them—we are to excel them if possible in all this
oliness,
In fine, we are not tobe Lord. With all our authority
dignity we arc to remember, that we are accountable
b our common Lord and master. At the end of ourser-
ice we are to stand at our Lord’s bar, on a level with the
eanest of the flock. See Mat. xxiv. 45—51. with a view
§f this last event the apostle closes his address.
 And when thhe chicf shepherd shall appear ye shall re-
e a crown of glory that fadeth not away.
* Inthe estimation of the world the eldership is neither a
© % Mat. xviii. 18—20,

b
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very honorable, nor - piofitable employment. Notlning
howvever can be farther from the truth. Independently of
st th heavenly comfortincluded in the promise, “Lo I'am
with you alway, even unto'the end of the world,’* bes:owed
here, there s also for every humble and faithful and con-
sc cutious clder a erown inreserve. It is a crown which
is only degraded when it is compared with the far famed
crowns of laurel given in the Olympic games—or with the
civic, or even imperid crowns, which were once at
tie disposal of those who styled thentsclves, “the Lords
of t' e world.” Alithese crowns have faded. The glory
which w.s supposed to be connected with them has long
apo passed away—-has in mahy instances been converted
into infamy. But the crown, which awaits c¢very faithful
elder is a crown of glory—of solid distinguishing glory. It
is « crown also whase glory shall never fade. It shall shine
brigrhter and brightet as eternity shall unfold the unseen,
the immensely valuable inheritance, whichall the redeemed,
all ¢he sheep over which the elders have watched, shal call
their own. , , " |
How honorable and profitable is it to be any way
eonnected with the church of the living God. How jn.
finitely honorable and profitable it is to be written amon
‘the living members of the church! Well might the Psalm
ist say, “I had rather be a door keeper in the house of my
God, thanto dwell in the tents of wickedness.” Every
saint is a part of God’s heritage-—is really dearer to Go
than all the wniverse besides.  Ivery clder is the heir of
crown, and a crown not at the mercy of caprice or accident
or evéh the most formidable combination of alliances which
can be conceived.  “And when he had taken the book
the four living creatures and the four and twenty elder
fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them harp
und golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers o
saints.  And they sunga new song sayipg thou art worth
to take the book and to open the sea's thereof: for thou
wast sizin and hast redecmed us to God by thy blood ou
of every kindred and tongue, und people, and nation: an
- kast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we sha
~reign upen the carth,”*

* l’ALVQ Ve 8""‘10’ , |
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CHARGE TO THF. MINISTER.
-—-o:b:‘o:o:o-—

My Brother.—YOU stand this day a public witness;
that God is the hearer of prayer. You have this day re-
ccived an answer to many of your own prayers, and to
many prayers offered up in your behalf, by father and mo-
ther and other friends. The whole church of the livin
God has also received another answer to a prayer whicﬁ
has been incessantly offered up ever since the head said,
“Pray ye the Loord of the harvest that he would thrust
forth labourers into his harvest.” _

This day forms an important era in the history of your
life. Many years ago you, in t! : sincerity of your heart
devoted yourself to the work of the holy ministry should
God in holy and wise Providence, give you a regular call.
From that day to this it is presumeg you have experienced
largely of the Divine care and goodness in athousand name-
Iess forms; and now that God to whom you had devoted
yourself has given you the desire of your heart. You are
this day openly and solemnly set apart to the great work of
the gospel ministry.

It becomes you to set apart some time to review this im-
portant, though private, and in many cases, secret period
of your life. In reviewing it mark, if possible, the most
distinguished fnstances of the divine care towards you.
You will thus be enabled to raise a néw song of praise to
Him, whose you are ard whom you are resolved to scrve.
You will from these circumstances also draw encourage-
ment to trust in the same divine care and goodness in all
time coming. All these instcanccs of divine carc and gand.-
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mess, many and great as they may be, are Thope only
earnests of what will still do for you and by you.

It is ne you should always be impressed witl,
a deep sense of *‘the great importance of the ministerial
office.” It is the highest and most important office on
earth. You are the organ through which the Majesty of
the skies speaks to men.  The best and eternal interests
of many of your fellow men are involved in the manner in
which you execute this office. See Ezek. xxxiii. 1—9.
Luke x. 1—16, and 2 Cor. v. 18—20.

The particular duties of the ministerial office need not
now be enumerated. Liet me only suggest, that it is of
vast importance they should always be viewed by you as
a pleasure, not as a task or'burden. Our Arcare must be in
" our work or it will never be either acceptable to God or
agrecable and casy to ourselves. It is lcft as the saying of
a worthy man now with God—-*that atter 4G years preach-
ing of Christ, had he another life to (Elass itr this world, he
would rather beg his bread all the six days of the week, that
he might have an opportunity on the Sabbuth of proclaim.
ing salvation to his fellow men, than without such an oppor-
tunity live in ease and afluence with the great ones of the
earth.

Remember that you are devoted wholly to the work of the
ministry. It isggreat work which will require all your 1ime
and all your talents. And when the general state of things
in this part of the world is taken into consideration, it is
no common instance of the divine favor, which presents te
you the prospects of having your whole time and talents
and pursuits devoted to the study of divine things and the
care of souls. Beware then of being cven in thought
guilty of sacrile‘ﬁe. The obligations under which you
have come this day are not fulfilled when you shall have
preached so many sermons or Sabbaths,or shall have so many
times examined or visited the people committed to you
charge. All your thoughts and all your pursuits, by night
and Ly day, at home and abroad, in company and in soli
tude, are so far us circumstances will allow, to be made
subservient to your work. Sce 1 Tim. iv, 11—16. 2 Tim
il. 1==3 and iv, 1—>5,
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The work to which you are devoted is arduous and the
times are peculiarly trying. But be nct discournged—
you serve a good master—you are engaged in the very
best of causes—the only cause on eurth, in fact, which
shall never perish. The world, in the course of cighteen
hundred years, has witnessed many astonishing revolutions.
Systems and empires established, and systems and empires
overturned. It shall still witness revolutions great and
alarming. DBut the empire founded by the instrumentality
of the fishermen cf Gallilee—the system of the cross
have weathecred all storms, and shall continue to ruisc their
triumphant heads amidst the wreck of matter and the crush
of worlds. The stone which was cut out of the moun.
tains without hands, shall become a grcat mountain, and
shall fill the whole earth, .
~ Iam by no means qualified to enter into every detail of
the difficulties which are peculiar to the work of the minis-
try—nor, perhaps, is it nccessary.  Our Lord and master
has given us a great general principle, ‘which solves them
all. While he commands you und me, and all who ace in-
vested with the ministerial office to preach the gospel to
every creature, he suys also—*‘Lo I am with you always to
the end of the world.” I am with you, therefore, fear not;
whatever is necessary to enlighten the under<tanding or
elevate and sanctify the hesrt, shall not be withheld.

Only one word more, Should the head of the church,
in any case make you suecessful, beware of sacrificing to
your own net, and to your own drag—heware of ascribing
your success to your diligence, or piety, or talents. Give
to God all the glory. Paul may plant, Appollos may wa-
ter, it is God only who can give the increase. Shouldyou
on the other hand be tried, as no doubt you will be, with
the want of success, be not discouraged. The seed may
be long under the clod, and yet an abundant harvest be the
result. ‘The most eminent of God’s servants have had
but little evidence of success while they laboured below—
the best of us cannot, in our present imperfect state bear
much prosperity—God may make you extensively useful,
and yet you, yourself, know little of it till ycu arrivein
glory. Let us stand in our place—let us  sow beside 2!
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waters—let us endeavor to minister in the strength of the
Lord our God, and when the chief shepherd shall appcar
then we also shall receive our crowns of glory which shall
never fade away. | v

CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE.

Youv have again, brethren, received the wish of your
heart— another of your fellow men has been solemnly set
apart, by the authority of the head of the church to break
to you, and to yourchildren, the bread of life.

It beccomes you to be very thankful—to be thankful
not only for what hasbeen done; but also for what under
the blessing of heaven you may expect. T'o see your teacher
is no small privilege; to unite with him, and with each
other every Sabbath day, in the various acts of social wor-
ship is a privilege which distinguishes you from almost all
the worshipnig assemblies in this part of the world. While
God in his providence is giving you the means of grace
in such abundance, we have some evidence that there are
many among you, and your seed, who are the objects of
his special love. It is something like God saying to his
servant, “‘speak for I have much people in this city.”

Beware of expecting too much of him wha is this day
set over you in the Lord. We have every yeason indecd
to expect that God has eminently qualified him for the work
of the ministry. But still he is only a man of like passions
with yourselves—you are not to expect to find in him ab.
solute perfection, or infinite knowledge; norare you to ex-

pect that he is tabe altogether free from the weaknesses and

ot e of human nature. Much less are you to expect
that he is always to please you, or please every one who may
be conneceted with you in all things. In the most endcar-
ing of all rclations, that of husb.nd and wife, there wre a
numbcr of (.l:ings almost dhﬁly p(_:cu:rin'g, which, were th(-y

L)
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.ot controled by the great principle of mwiual love, would
nake the connexion in alinost every family, very uncom-
srtable, very unprofitable, and of very short continuance.
ast so in the connection between a Pastor and his people.
A diversity of op'mion, a diversity of conduct, a diversity
of humour, are In many cases to be calculated upon; and if
regard to the authority of God, warmed by the heavenly
»rinciple of brotherly love, is not a commanding principle,
ie connection must soon cease.

In attending to his ministrations endeavor to forget the
man and attend only to the minister. We hope it shall be
his endeavor to preach Clirist to you, not Aimself; to seek
the honor of his master, not his own honor. Now depend
1ponit, you wiil soon find him botl an empty and a bro-
ken cistern if you consider him only as Jobn M
He is God’s minister toyou.—-He is Ged’s ordinance
for your salvation and edification. He is only a ves-
wl In which the heavenly treasures is put for your
usc; you are indeed, to esteem him highly, for his
work’s sake, and we hope you will have much reason to
esteem him highly as an agreeable and useful man; but
steem of this kind is to be keptin a subordinate place.,
When you attend upon either his public, or private minis-
‘trations you are to attend, and hear what God the Lord will
speak; you are to consider yourselves as receiving God’s
message from his mouth; hence when any individual finds
_himsell reproved, he will be thankful, and take it as from
| God—and if he finds himself edified & comforted, he will
be disposed to give to Gaod, not to man, the praise & glory.
' Be punctual and conscientious in attending upon his
ministry. He has solemnly devoted his whole time and
tulents to your service. He s to preach the word to you,
both publicly, and from house to house—he is to be in-
stant in season, and out of season——but remember, he can
never be under obligations of this kind and you free. If
 he is under obligations to preach publicly and' from house
to house, every one of you is boynd to atiend when he
j reaches from the pulpit, or waits upan you and your fa-
.milies at your pwn houses. It is not a matter of ipdiffcr-
jeace with him,whether he-attends to these things or not.—
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His life and your life depends in a great méasure on his
faithfully and pdfictually performing these and similar ser-
vice,—How can it ever be a matter of indifference with
you, when you, or when any part of your families ncglect
to attend upon any of these ordinances. When, with a very
little care you might have attended; you are as much
guilty of perjury, as he would have been had he not made
the appointment,or having made it, without any good rea-
son neglected to fulfil it, ‘

Lay your account to meet with difficulties and some-
times great difficulties in your connectica with him, and
in your ccnunection with one another. It is the will of
God, that all his people be, while they are in this world,
tried with almost every kind of difficuity in every relation
in which they stand. Weare to glorify God in our pre- |
sent state by the exercise of confidence. in his pro- .
mise when appearances contradict the promise; and by for-
titude and patience and resigration. In common life it
15 nothi-g but a cowards trick to leave our families,or this ;
or the o:her connections, merely because we meet with a |
considerable number of difficulties. " In religious life it is |
not only cowardly but highly criminal—to desert God’s '
cause—to renournce our connection with his church, or |
any part of his church,merely because we meet witha nuin- ;

her of things we don’tlike,orare under the necessity of bear-
ing with a number of things which we cannot remedy. :
‘We manifist our love to our families by continuing with |
them and endcavoring ta make them as comfortable as ;
we can, even when their conduct and dispositions arc in i
many cases extremely disagreeable; and when our love to ?
our God is of the right kird, or right degree, we will cling ¥

with equal perseverance to that part of his church, withl’f'i
which, in holy providence, we and families are con-#
nected. : !

Remember that where much is given much will be re- §
xllired. We repeat, it is no ordinary blessing which is ;
is day secured to you. It is our lot to live in an evil'
generation. It is the age of desolations and the church.,
of the living God has not escaped in the general wreck.—"
God in holy providence is destroying other congregations '
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while he is building yours up—much is therefore expect-
ed of you-—nay, much fi::it is only a reasonable demand.—~
Read with attention Mat. xi, 20-—24,

Pray much for yoursclves, and your minister—a pray-
ing people make a preaching minister; the dithculties which
attend the faithful exccution of the ministerial office are
many and great—all the brethren hore at this time being
young in ycars, are also, of course, young in experi.
ence—cvery one of us, however, kuows this much,
that the difficulties which are visible, which are
gencrally known, arc not the greatest.  ‘I'lie greatest
difficulties are those which from their nature, can be
known only to the individual and the scarcher of hearts.
Tn such cases relief and assistance can only be derived from
the head of the church by thespecial influences of his holy
spirit.  Private christians, conscquently by regularly and
icrvently praying for those who are sct over them, in the
Lord, must coatribute much to their comfort, and much
to the success of their minist:y.  Read with attention, nnt
only now but frequently while you tive. Luke xi, 1—13,
I Thess, v. 12—23, aud Hcbrews xiil, 7—21,



