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| you, tbat ye sbould contend earncstly for the faith wbich

_ == SR v ———— )

TO ALL WHO LOVE THE LORD JESUS, IN
SINCERITY AND TRUTH.
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DEARLY BELOVED,

WHEN we giveal'dil'zence towrite
to you of the common salvation, it is needful also 10 exxbor ¢

was once delivered to she saints. Whbile we teach you in
all things to bave a conversation becoming tbe Gospel of |
Cbrist, it is necessary sbat we also follow the example of
~the Apistle ; and add, that in baving such a conversa- 4
tion you must stand fast in one spirit, with one mind,’
striving togetber for the faith of tbe Gospel.
In contending for the fuith of the Gospel, there are two
things to be chicfly guarded againsi, wavering and bi-
' gotry. In wavering, we come under tbose cbaraflers |
described by tbe Aposile unftable fouls—children in '
| knowledge—ever learning, but never able to come to
the knowledge of the truch—tofled about with every !

wind of dotrine, and cunnning craftine(s of thofe who'
- lie in wait todeceive. [In bigotry we indeed stand une
. moved~—~We indecd bold fast tbas whieh we bave utiained,
| but we know neither what we fay, nor whereof we afe
" firm.,  Tbose, then, wbho would stand fast in one spirit,
with one mind, must steer a middle course. . They must
in the first place bave a well énformed judgmens.  Tbhey,
must bave their religious principles deeply laid. Tbey!
must know the principles which they bold, and the foun-!
| dation upon whick tbey bold them. Tbey must be ready.
to give unto every one wbo asketb, a reason of the bope
" which is in sbem. Tbus roosed and grounded in sbe|
i truth, they are completely forsified against unfteadinefs
. or wavering. Tbey at the very first instance, see tbro’
| every device which is laid to lead tbem into error.  They
| dook t0 :6¢ good old way and bold fass tbeir profession.
. To assist you, bretbren,in this duty, is the design of!
, the following sheeis. They are insended to expose the|
“ -l
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fallacy of some doltrincs lately publiched in-a pampblet,
en.itled, A Compendious View of the Goipel. Tbar tbe
snéfects discussed in the following sheets are of very greas
tmporiance 19 the faith and the prallice of a Cbristian,
allwillallow, How far wbat is bereoffered o the pubic,
bus a tendency ta establish srutb and to refute errorybe

~intelligent and candid can judge. Tke reader will also

observe,thatin tbe present prbl-cation, thereis nonotice
taken of the narraiive prefixed to tbe above mentioned

View=—=nor ta any thing wbich respells ibe aispute cons

cerning order and governmeni, wbhicd at present exisis
betwixt tbe Preshytery of Springfield, and tbose judica-
tories to which that Presbytery formely belonged. To
take notice of these things does not fall within my pros
vince. To say who isright, or wbo is wrong in tbese
matters docs not belong to any wbo are not members of the
churcbes concerned.— Not s concerning the doctrines of
elcétion ; buman depravity, regeneration. and the use of

creeds and confessions. Tbe errors wbich the DPre;-
bytery of Springfield bas publisbed, respelling these

" matters, are as much direfled against tbe adberents to
“sbe Associate Reformed Synod, as they are direcled
" against the members of the Presbyterian Cburch. To

stand upon tbe defence, then, in this case, is to engage in

& comnion cause. To swarn and fortify tbeir people
against these errors, is sbe incumbens duty of tbose wbo
serve inthe sacred office, in both cburcbes. In thisper-

Suasion the following sbeets were composed—in tbis pers

suasion tbey are now made public. Andsbat tbe bead of

- the church may abundantly bless them for the gaod of big

- body-at large, .
- | Is the sincere desire
Of Bretbren, N
Your servant in
: o The Gospel of
) . God’s Son, )

]

R. H. BISHOP.

,"

b

LzxincToN, May 1804,




AN
APOLOGY

e TOR

CALVINISM.

CIIAPTER I,

ELECTION.

IN confidering any dotrine of revelation, it is of vaft
iinportance to .attend to the difltinttion which is be.
twixt the do@rine itfelf, and the particular ufe for
which it is revealed. By n.t attending unto this dif-
tin&ion, {fome of the moit fublime, the molt important
doCtrinés of our holy religionhave been grofsly abuivd,
Men have thus turned into a rule of duty, thut which
was intended merely as an object of faith. ‘I'hey have
reafoned where it was only proper for them to belicve,

The do@rine of particular, abivlute, unconditional

¢lelion, as held by Calvinifls, is held as 2 do@rine of

pure faith. They believe it jull, becaufe it is founded
upon a * thus faith the Lord.” Ail the whvs aud
hows, which have at different times been aked about
this doQirine, they lay afide as impertinent.  'I'he foun.
dation wpon which their faith refts, is containedin fuch
paflages as thefe,  For wbom be did forek:iow, be a'so

did predestinate to be conformed to the image of Lis
Son, sbas be might be the first born among many bresh-
ren.  Mereover, whomn be did predzseinate, them be also
6alled : and wbam be calied, sbem be also jussified: and
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whom be justified, them be also glorified. Rom. viii,-
29, 30. T bese words spake Fesus ; and lift up bis eyes
t0 beaven, and said, Fatber, the bour is come ; glorify
tby Son, that tby Son also may glorify tbee. As thou
bast given bim power over all flesh, that be sbould give
eternal life to as many as thon bast given bim.¥ John
xvii. 1,2. For the children being not yct born, neitber
baving done any good or evil, that the purpose of God,
according to election might stand, not of works, but of

bim that calleth. It was said unto ber, the elder sball

- servetbe younger. As it is written, Facob bave I lrved,

but Esau bave I bated. W bat shallwe say then? I
there unrigbteousncss with God 7 - God forbid. For
be saith to ﬁfa:c.r. 1 will bave mercy on wbom Iwild bave
mercy, and I will bave compassion on whom I will bave
compassion. So.tben it is not of bin< that willeth, nor

of bim that runnetb, bus of God that sheweth mercy,—

- For tbhe scripture saith unto .Pbaraok, even for ibis

same purposc bave I raised thee up,-that I might shew

my power in tbee, and ibat iny name might be declared

tbrougbout all the earth, , T berefore batb be mercy on

~ whom be will have mercy, and wbom be will be barden-

etb. Romans ix. 11—~18. . According as be batb cbho-
sen us.in bim, before the foundation of the world, tbat
we sbould be boly, and witbout blame before bim in love.
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of cbildren by
Fesus Cbrist to bimself, according to the good pleasure
of bis will<Eph. i. 4, 5. In wbom also we bave ebtain-
ed-an inberitance, being predestinated according to the.
purpose of bim wba workeib all things after the counsel
of bis own will—verfe 11. Any perfon wifhing to fee

.- more pafluges of the fame import, may find them quo-

“ted at large in the Wefts Con. under the article, Decree.

(

** Many gloffes have been put upon thefe and fimilar
¢ paflages of {cripture ; yet the light will beam forth.
‘ Many veils have been drawn over them, yet candor
‘“ will ftrip them off.”

It has been frequently faid, that the doétrineof par-
ticular eletion is inconfiltent with thofe paffages, in
which God is {aid 10 love the world—to bave sent bis

s L
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Son to save tbe world, &c. &c. John iiil. 1%. xii. 4%.
1 Tim.v. 10, 1 John, iv. 14. This dotrine has al-
fo been pronounced direéily contrary to thofe paffages,
in which, Chrilt iz fuid s0 bave dicd for all—io bave
given Qimself a ransom for all—+to0 bave tasted deatb for
‘every man, &c. &c. a2 Cor.v.14& 15. 1 Tim. ii. 6.
Heb. ii. 9. 2 Pet.ii, 1. John i 2y. 1 John ii. 2.
The three following oblervations, itis hoped, may ferve
as a fufficient anfwer to all the objections which are
brought from thefe and fimilar paffages.
1. Common ufeis the rule by which all language is to
be underftood. Can the advocates for auniveriui pur.
ehafe prove, that thefe general expreflions are in any
other cafe taken to include under them cvery individu.
al of the human race? is it not a common faying among
philofophers ¢ that the difcoveries ot  Bacon, New-
ton, and Franklin are known in all the world ? Do not
military men {peak in the fame general terms concern.
ing Charles XII. of Sweden—concerning Marl-
borough, Bonaparte, and fuch characters? Is not
. the {fame language ufed by. moralifts and divines, when
they {peak of Huchefen, Reid and Beattie, of Luther
and Calvin, of Armenius aud Tillotfon, of Harvey and
Weily? Every body who is the leaft acquainted with
the ufe of language, knows at the very fuit, the extent
~of thefe general expreflions, when ufed in the cafes now
mentioned. Ne body but a fool will imagine that they
include under them every individual of the human race.
They fimply mean that thofe perfons are well known
‘among all thofe of the fame delcription. ‘I'he world,
who are well acquainted with the exploits of Marl-
. borough and Benaparte, know very little of Harvey or
Welly—and the world who are acquainted with Har-
vey and Welly, ufually know very little of Bacon or
Newton.

With this common ufe of language, the language of
fcripture exaélly coincides. We are told tbar Ferusa-
lem and all Fudea and all to¢ region round abous For-
dan, went ous to Fobn's baptism—Mat. iii. 5. We are
~_Sold sbatshere wens outadecree from Cesar Angustusibas

¥
S |
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all tbe world skould be taxed—Luke ii. 1. The Apol
tie fpeaks of fome who were contrary to all men—x
Thet. it, 15, - John fays that he heard every creasure
whichis in Heaven andin the earth, and under sle earth,
ard such as are intbe sea, afcribing praifes go the
Lanb—Rev. v, 13, o

2. Thefe general expreflions as ufed in the New
Teftament, are frequently fet in oppofition to the nar-
row contrafted views which the Jews had of the king-

+ dom of Mefhinh, It is well known that the Jews were

- long confidered by both God and themf{t!ves as a pecu-

liar people. A people fecluded from all the reft of the
world. Hence in both the Old and the New Teltument
the words Gentiles, nations and world, are frequently
uled to fignifv all the relt of mankind as diftinguithed
from the Jews—S5ee Num. xxiii. g.~—Deut. xxxii &.
1. xlix. 6.—~Rom. iii. 29.~=1 Cor.i. 20—33. ltis
alfo well known that the majority of the Jewiih nation,
even thofe whowere pious and fincere believers in Jefus,
were very much prejudiced againft- the goipel "being
preached to the ruft of the world. They 1magiued
that the bleflings of Mefliah's kingdom were to be con<
| Y fined to the land of Judea, inthe fame manner in which
- U was the Mofaic ditpenfation.  This being the cale, 1t
behoved the Apdltics to abound in ftroug exprellions
. concerning the extent of Meflial’s kingdom. 1t was
. neceflury for thew to declare agiin .and again that Je-
.\ {us was tobe a common Saviour—the Saviour of the
.+ Gentiles as well as of the Jews—that his gofpel was to
| be preached threughout the whole world, as well as
| through the land of Judea.

3. Manv of thefe general expreflions are evidently
reitrited in the paflages where they are ufed. ‘['hus,
a. Cor. v. 14.—0One died for ¢li.  For every individual
of the human race? The paflage [ayvs no fuch thing.
The Apoltle is here {peaking only of brlievers.  The
all for whom the one dicd are thole who are constrained
by the love of Cbrist.  They ars thole who live not unte
thrmselves. bust unto bim who died for them. ‘T'hey are

thiofe who aire new creg.ures—who are reconciled e
4 B : . L
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God. by Ffeius Christ. Re~d the vhole ;*.'*"j'-'.l‘.‘,i‘ "‘"" it
{tan-is, verle 14e—aAnd the ame ramarks wits o phey oy
Heb. ii. 9. Any body who can read the Greei Pt
mentknows,that in thisverie, the word manisnotin L2
original; that in the original there is only the atijecty e
every inthe malcaline gender. Any bedy whaistheiea
acqiainted with criticifin will, in this cale read the
whole paragraph, and if he 1s lor ret noing the woid 3
it ftands in our tranflation, he wiil, agreeubly to the t1ias
verfe underitand a senclified man, oratlic wilies tomaxe
an alteration, he willtake the fupplement from ¢he
1oth verle and read every son.  Sinular rein s wiil
apply to 1 ohn ii. 2.==to v. chape o —=toave el
1 Cor.==and to all parallel pafluges.  Flence itfollowve
that though fome late writers of a View of the Gty
know nothing of e/l men, meaning ell the elect ami e
whole world, meaning the whole eoodl woar'd ; vetine o
poftles in writing their epiitles and gotoens keew o aice
thing of uling phratis in this redtricie Dieni,

Befides being refliriVd to the eled, s Jdedeld n
finQifi d pe lons, thole geueral expretions avrggtei)
fometimes rellricted to classy. and rth-n ioftead ot
meaning every individual as is .contendal, they o'y
mean individaals of every clais, ‘Inis rewma K appitcs
ta 1 Timn. it. 6—read from the beginnir o0 Lae chaprar.
It alfo appiics to Fit. ii. 11 and to fimiiar patag s

It hae alfo been urged, that the doctiiw ol eicliany,
as held by Calvinifts, 1s incompatable with the Tuid a. “
the fiee offer of the gonfpel. o produce ferirture,
as proof of the gofnel being freely offirad to ¢ve vy ine
dividual who hears ityis unneceary. Lo this do “riue,
Calvinils and Arincnians agree. It is howover, e
ledzed by the Armenians, thetto oliir Ghre toevery
individual. while he did not die for every inciviiand, s
ablurd-—is notHing elfe but {ol:mn mocker . Do
Inte writers have faid, ** now how can we accuunt ior

[ )

‘“ not giventoall 2 How could .we reconcile the ¢nee

“ dut of a prigcc, oi fovereign, who ihouid prognte

i
)

th=fe invitations and offers made ¢ el f CTlimilt be |
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‘“ terms of pardon and peace to his rebellious fubjedls ;
* when at the fame time fubftantial realons exilted,
“ why he could not accede to his own propofals? |
v W I Chrilt be not given to the wholo worid, then that
“ pars to whom he is not given, have no right to any
“ thing in him more than the fallen angels; and cane
 not be invited to receive Chrift, or his benefits, in
% truth and fincerity. Belides, how can their punithe
= % nent be aggravated for reje&ting Chirilt, when he ne-
% ver was, nor can be offered to them in fincerity and
- ¥ truth.) Paffages whiich bring forwurd the fame ob.
~ . Jestion, in almolt the very fame words are to be met
“with in almolt every page of thele inen’s publication,—
- # See pages 9o, 71, 100, 110, 111, 129 & 130.' They
fwere certainly {carce of matter to fill up a little pam.
phiet, when they harped o much upon one thing.
In anlwering this objection, it is neccflury to attend
~ to our introdutory remark. In this objeQion, two
things are confounded, which are quite diltinét. ‘T'he -
+ dotrine itfelf, and the. ufe which men are to make of
- this do€lrine. Ele¢lion is no where in fcripture menti--
‘oned as a.rule of duty. It is uniformly handled as an
article of faith. ‘I'he offers of the gofpel ure made to
nen as finners—as fons of Adam—us {corners—as
{tout hearted, &e. &c. but nowhere to men as elected.
When, however, the apoflles are fpeaking comfort, and-
giving direflions to thofe who are adtually called, who
by a good converfation, give evidence that they have
- felg the efficacy of Chrift's death, then they never fail
. ¢ to lead them, br the ftreams to the fountain—t- trace
| ‘ all their prefent bleflings to the ele@ion of grace—See
Rom. viit, 29 —and Eph. i. 3—~14. 1t Peter i. 2—8.
Hence we' are taught the ufe which we are to make of
elgflion,  Eledlion can be no- warrant for us to clofe
 with the offers of {alvation. IFor fuch ad:nirable wif-
dom is manifcited in the adminiftration of the new -co-
. venant, that it is only after we are partakers of the
bleflings of falvation, that we can know that we are
~ ele@ed. Now fince oureletiion can be no warrant for
gour receiving the bleflings of falvation, foit can be ne
. . 0 o b .
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juft caule forour refufal.  While, we Lave na certain
evidence, that we are of the fuvoured number, we have
as little evidence that we are among the excluded. Sal-
vation is offcred to us as sinners—as scorners—as fools
—as boters of God—as sonsof mer—and tince it is of-
ered to us as bearing thofe charallers, which both our-
fclves, and all the world know belong to us, it is withe,
“out all doubt our daty to receive what is oficred. .
" It isalio necellary in this cafe to remember, that
the molt abfolute, the mot irreverfible decree of hea-
ven, has no influence upon the human will—"The hu-
man willis left to a@ in every cale, as freely as if there
were no decree. We have fone remarkalie initances
of this, with relpedt to the wicked altions of men. 0
Assyrian, the rod of minc anger, and tbe staff in their
band is mine indignation. [ will send biin arrainss an
bypocritical nasion ; and againsis the people of my wrasd
swill I give bim acharge 1o take the spoil, and 10 1ake the
~ prey, and to tread thein down tike the mire of the strecis.
Howbest, be meaneth not 50, nertber dosd bis lear:
bink 50, but it is in bis beart to desiroy,and cutof n.:-
tions nota few—Ifa. x. §5—9. Him being delivered by
the determinate counsel and foreknowledze of God, ye
~bave token, and by wicked bands bave crucified and slain.
~-Alls ii. 23. Henceit follows, that in re‘ufing the
‘offers of falvation, mert jult a& according to their own
wicked inclination. ‘They 1a every cale do nothing
but what their own evil heart of unhelief, their own
free will difpofed them to do.  This confiduration fur-
nifhies us with a fufficient reafon why gofjel defpiters
fhall be expofed to a wore highly aggravated punifh-
ment. The remark alfo (hews us, Lo¥ zrofsly fome
late writers are miftaken, when they tell the world,
* That upnn the principles of Calvinifts, there can be
“ no proper judgment at the laft day; that it will be
“ only a pompous hew ”

Buat, how can God lfe fincere in offcring falvation to
thofe for whom he never provided any fulvation ? An-
fwer—=We deny the faét. God, through the word
preached, offers falvation to men in general, under cha-

- » « . - Rv— e ke g . -
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‘ralers which apply to every individual, While the

word is thus preached among men, the fpirit applies it
to {uch particular individuals, for whom it is prepared.

. God is fincere in offering falvation to stout-bearted sin- .

ners---20 scorners---to fools—=le is fincere in applying

it efficacioufly to the hearts of fuch and fuch indivi-

duals ; thofe who are left, as has been obferved,

aét with the full liberty of their will, and arc equally

fincere in reje@irg the oflers of falvation. Through
the whole, there is difilayed on the part of God, ad-
mirable wi(dom andinfinite goodnels. O iée depsb of the

. riches both of the wisdow and knowledge -of God! bow
 unsearcbable are bis judpments, and bis ways past find-

ing out! ILorwboo batb Anown the mind of the Lord, or

svbo bath been bis counsellor 2 Or who bath first piven
20 bim, and it shall be recompensed untobimacain? For

" ofbim, and thirorgh bim, and to bim avc all things: to

.

R I

I

" wbom be glory for ever. Amen—Rom. xi. 33, to the end.

Some late writers have faid, ** We believe God has
an elect, a cholen people on the earth ; and by cxa.
mining their charadter in feripture, we find they are
the fame with bdelievers, who have the {pirit of Chrilt,
But others fpeak.of an elect number, ;who are yet

“ ftrangers to Chritt ; dead in fin, and fervants of the
6 -

<.
(Y
66

¢ devil. . Now we are wholly ignorant ‘of this elect
¢ people. We belicve the word, when itfays, If any

L 1)

mai bave not the spirit of Christ, be is noneof bis—
“ Rom, viii. 9. And if Jefus Chrift be not in us, we
are reprobates.. 2 Cor, xiii. 5§ As we believe that
‘. ¢ele®ion is obtained through {an&lification of the {pi-
¢ {pirit, and belief of the truth, fo we call upon zll to
“ come to Chrift, obtain his {pirit, and make their cal-

. ¢¢ ling ana eledtion fure.”. More to the fame purpefe

may be feen in pages, 98 and gy, of a View of the Gsf-
sele © . )

‘ Men who fpeak thus, to fay the belt of them, hew
only their ignorance of the fcriptures. Let any per-
fon of common fenfe.read Rom, viii. 29, and fay if the
apoltle.teaches us, that the perfons of whom he there
{pcaks, were not predestinated, till once they were con-

—
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Jormed to the image of God’s Son. Do we not read of
men who were chosen in Cbrist, before the foundation of
the world—Ep. 1. 4« Does not the Saviour affirm,
that he had received power over all lefii; not that le
might give eternal life to all ficth, nor that he might

- give eternal life to as many as fliould believe—bus
sbat be might give eternal life to as many as the Fatber
bad given bin:? John xvii, 2.—~Read Rom. ix. 11-=18, -
And let fuch barefaced fophiftry perifh forever.

Much has been frequently objeéted againft the doc-
trine of a particular unconditional ele@ion, on account
of the diltinguiflied preference which this do@rine gives
¢0.a part of mankind, to the exclufion of the reft, Cal.
vinifts have ufually anfwered this objetion, by refolv-
ing it into God’s sovereignty. Some late writers have
fallen very foul upon this word, and have attempted in

“almoft every page,to make themfelves and their readers
merry at the expence of thofe who ufeit—See in parti-

~ cular, pages 112 and 113,and 132 and 133 ef remarks
upon the Confeflion. Though we confider a great ma-
ny things which thefe writers have faid about this |
word as falfehood, and mifreprefentations; -  are |
by no means athamed of acknowledging the fc creug...yof |

od to be a fufficient reafon for his pafling by one man °
and fixing upon another. Our Lord has taught us thus |
to reafon : [ tdank 1bee, O Fatber, Lord of beaven and '
carsb, that thou bast bid these things from she wite and |
prudens, and bass revealed them unto babes: even so0 Fa- |

. ber, for 5o it seemed good in 1by sigbt—=Luke x. 21ymm |
The Apoftle has alfo repelled the very fame objection .
in the very fame manner: Thou wilt say unto me, Wby
dosb be yet find fauls ? for wbo batb resisted bis will? |
Nay but, O man, wbo art tbou tbatrepliess againss God ? |

-~ sball sbe thing formed say to bim tbas formed i, Wby!
. bass thou made me thus 7" Hatb nos the poster power over'

the clay, of the same lump s0 make one vessel unto boe

~ nour, and anosber unto d:shoneur. What, if God, wil-

" ding 1o sbew his wrath, and to make bis power known,

endured with much Iang-m%’cring tbe vessels of wm:d
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fitted to destruction: And that be might make bnown
the ricbesof bis glory on the vessels of mercy, which be

| bad afore prepared unto glory ?7—Rom, ix. 19—23.

 Nor isit folely in the election of particular men that
God’s fovereignty is difplayed. What other reafon
can be given for his pafling by Anﬁels, and fixing upon .
the human race? What other realon can be given for
his choofing Ifrael as his peculiar people, and allowing
all the reft of the nations to wander folong in ignorance’
and fuperftition ? Nay, what other reafon can be given
for the gofpel at the prefent day, being continued among
fome people, while others at no great diftance,
and by nature equally worthy, are ftill fitting in darknefs
and in the region of the fhadow of death ? * Even fo fa.

% ther, for fo it feemed good in thaﬁght." :

" "Thofe who with to fee the fubje

of this chapter far-
ther handled may.confult, .

| "Booth’s Reign of Grace, chag:—Ele&ion'.

. ‘Tanchy on Predeftination—~Tranflated by T qplac"ly.;

{ - Cole’s Difcourfes on God’s Sovereignsy:._.md

Dr. Owen on the Death of Chrift. o
In this laft treatife the fubje®t is fully difcuffed, and

{every thing which has as yet been faid agaiaft the Cal-

viniftic do&rine, particularly an{wered.
‘There is alfo a fmall tra& dn the hands of a good
many in this country, by the Rev. R. Finley, late of
Cane:Ridge, which may afford confiderable fatisfac-:

~Itiom, -
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THE NATURE AND THE EXCENT OF T,
CURSE OF TIIE FIRST COVENANT,

I ITAT a true and proper covenant was made with

man in a ftate of innocence, is a doctrine fupported by
the moft incontrovertable evidence. ‘I'he particsin
this covenant, were (God and Adam. The condition
required, was perfett obedience, to all which the moral

" required. 1he reward promifed in cate of obedieunce,

was life. And the penalty tlLreatened in cafe of difo.
bedience, was death. 'I'hat this covenant was broken,
is a truth equally confirmed. ‘The covenant bging bro.
ken, jullice required that the penalty thould be infliCted.

. "What this penalty was, and how far it extends, is the

fubje& of our prefent enquiry. (a) ‘
The penalty, or punilimeut which the firll covenant

- infli¢ts upon ite tranfgreflors, is death. Jn tbe duy slat

thou eatess shereof, thou sbalt surely die=-Gen. 1i. 17,
The wages of sin is death--Rom. ii. 23. It is a grols
miftake to imagine, thic by death we are only to under-
ftand that which we ulually underftand by it in commen
converfation—'I"he mere feparation of the foul from the

‘body. The word death, as ufed in the do€tiinal part

- of fcripture, uniformly includes under it, allthe ills,

which either in this, or in a future flate of exillence,
come upon man in confequence of fin. Sce Ez. x. 175,
2 Kings iv. 40. Prov. vit. 17, & viii. 36 l.zek. xxxiii.
7—16. Eph.ii. 1. 2 Cor. xi. 23--=27. Rev. xx. 14
Agrzeably to this feriptural ule of theword, the threat.
ning annexed to the breach of the firll covenant, has
ufually been faid to include under it, death fpiritual,
death temporal, and death eternal. By death tpuitcal
16 meant, that punifiiment which is immediately inflick-
edupon the foul. By death temporal,is meant that pu-
nifhment which is infliftedupon the body --and by deuth
eternalis meant, that which fhall be inflicted upon bath

\
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foul and body in the other world, It may be neseflary.
alfo, here to remark, that the fcriptures and Calvinilts,.
ufe the word curse, as of the fame import with penalty.

. or punisbment, -

.1« The covenant which was made with man, in in-

: .noclence,inﬂi&s upon all its tranfgreffors, death {piri-

- tual. : ’
By the introduion of fin into the foul, the morak
image of God was defaced. The underftanding be.
came darkened, wife to do evil, but having of good no-
knowledge. ‘I'he affe&tions became earthly, {enfual,,
devilifi. Love ard fuch like affeQions, as in a ftate of
purity, were wholly direfled towards- God; were now.

fet upon the lufts of the flefh, the lult of the eye, and
the pride of life. Hatred and fuch like paflions as were
originally intended as a rampart againft all evil,: wers
now turned againft God and goodnefs. The will of
man now became enmity againit God, and ‘was not fub-.
jeét to his law, neither indeed could be, Hence it came:

- to pafs, that that communion with God, which in a
ftate of innocence, our firlt parents accounted their
chief, their only enjoyment, was now (iiunned as a fnare,
—Qbey beard ike voice of sbe Lord God walring in the:
garden inthe cool of tbe day: and Adam awyd bis wife:
bid themselves from sde -prescnce. of the Lord God,.
amongst the trees of tbhe garden—Gen. iii. 8. |

) The foul having thus lolt the image of God, it is allo
deprived of his favour. Evilfliall;not dwell with God;.
! nor fhall fools ftand in his fighc. What communion hath
Jight with darknefs, or what concord hath Chrilt with
 Belial? God is angry with the wicked every day. No-
{avourable intercourle,.can-confequently fubfilt betwixt
God and the foul; in this ftate. The curle of the bro-

| ken covenant forbids, that any fanQifying grace, fhall
pe communicated. Theevil heart of unbelief:--the will:
which is enmity againft God, forbid that the foul fhould:
of its own accord, return. to repentance. [ his being

the cafe, the foul goes on from evil to worfe, becomes:
daily more hardened in its crimes. Out of the heart,
| dn this ftate, proceed eviltheughts, murdera, adulterias,,

N —
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fornicatinns, thefts, fulfe witnefles, blaphemies.  The
foul is dead in trefpallis and tins—A cage of every
unclean and hateful luft.

2.. The. firlt covenant infli?ts upon all its tranfgref-
{ors, death temporul.

Sin had.no fooner entered into the foul, than the
feeds of difeafcs and death enterediinto the body. Tkhe
Eround became curfed for the fuke of man., lte air

ecame infected with peftilential vapours. Theinfe-
rior animals rofe up in rebeliion aguint their lord, and
the moft of them have ever fince continued to plague
and torment him. Upon this fad occafion, the offend.
ed lawgiver, thus {poke :—dnd unsto Adam be said, Be-

cause thou bast bearkened unto the voice of 1by wife,and

bast eatenof the tree of which I commanded bec, sry-
sng, T bou shalt not eat of is: cursedis the ground for
¢by sake s in sorrow sbals tbou cat of it all sbe days of
tby life. Tborns also and tdistles sbhall it bring Jfortb
80 thee : and thou sbalt ecat sbe berd of the field.

unto the ground ;, for out of it wars thou tchken ; for
dust thou art, and unto dust sdalt thou resurn—Gen. iii.
17-—19. Thus the fentence ot death was paffed upon
the teanfgreffor.  Frow this moment, he was a condem.
nedcriminal.  The fentence began immediately to take.
efic&, though for holy and wifc purpofes the complete
. éxecution, was for a time deferrcd.. |
‘Under this {cntence, the natural life of ‘manis drag.
ged-out in forrow. His prayer is an abomination. His.

plowing is fin. The good:things of this life which he-

may enjoy, are only fattening him for the flaughter.—e
Under this fentence, the man-is curfed in the city, and
" curfed in the field:--curfed in his bafket, and curfed in.
his Qlore---eurfed - in the fruit of his hody, and' in- the
fruit: of his land---in the increafe of his- kine, 1n his-
docks, and his fheep. Heis curfed when he cometh in,
and when he goeth out.  Vanity and vexation, forrow
and difappointment, arc marked ujon all his enjoy-
wents. _

3. The firlt coveaant iafli€ts upon all its. tranfgrefl~
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fors, death eternal;  Tranfgreflors who know net God,
fha!l be punifhed with everlafting defkruétion from the
%efence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power,

¢ have already feen, that till the curfe 1s removed, the
foul is deprived of all comtortable intercourfe with
God. No quickening funllifywng influences can be

. communicated, and without thele, the foul becomes
daily more hardened in its crimes. We have alfo feen,
that the bedy while lying under this curfe, is- expofed
to all the ills of this lifs, Both foul and body thus paf-
fing out of this world, in this fituation they fhatthence-
forth be fixed in an unchangeable ftate, in a ftate under
tae full execution of God’s wrath. . o

How dreadful is this curfe! It .afefts, and affells in
the molt alurming manner, the foul and the body, the
charafter and the fubftance. It fticks faft‘to men, in

‘both time and eteruity. Itdeprives men of everygood,
and loads them with every evil. - How terrible, then,
ntuft the ficuation of thofe be who are lying under this
curfe ! yet in this terrible fituation, the -fcripture and
Gulvinilts,. maintain every individual of the humanrace
naturally lies. - Shudder not, reader, at the doftrine.—
‘Till you know your danger, you will never flee from the
wrath to come---till you are, acquainted with your dif- -
eale, you will never. priae the remedy. We requeft

* your attention a few minutes-longer. We again repeat

_that, under the curfe of this -broken covenant, every
individoal of the human race, naturally lies. And te
prove-this point, is the fecond part of -our:prefent ‘en.

- quiry. . . :
. x.) The natural difpofitions -of every-ore, make it
evident, that while he is in a ftate of nature, he is of

- thg works of the law ; and, the apoftle-expreflsly tells
us, tbat as many as are of .tbe works of sbe law, are une

der the curse—=Gal. iii. 10, (8) | ~

According to the doétrine of the apoftle, grace and
works are dire&lly oppofites...4nd if by grace, then is it
no more of works: otberwise grace is no more grace.

" Bus if it be of works, tben it is ne more grace sotbere

wise work is no more work—Rom. xi. 6. New 10 bim

-
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tbat worketb, és the reward not -veckoned of rrace, but
2/' debt. But to bim sbat werkcth not, but belicveth on
im that Justifieth tbe ungodly, bis faith is counsed for
righteousness—Chapter iv. 4, 5. From thele and fi- .
milar declarations, it clearly follows, that there is ne
poflibility for any man to be half one way ana half ano-
ther. If he wihes to be {aved in any degree by works,
he mult be faved wholly by works; or, if he wifhes to
be faved in any degree by grace, he muft depend wholly
upon grace. Now let the heart of ¢very individual fay
to which of thefe methods of falvation, his natural dif-
ofitiens incline? By the prejudice of education, it has,
ecome a common faying, that we depend for our fal-
vation wholly upon the grace of God. But, let every
upright confcience fay, if from the very beginning he
faid fo in fincesity and truth? With the young man
in-the gofpel, with the convitted jailor, the natural dif- ;
pofition of every human heart is=Wbat good tding ‘
Aball L do, thas I may inberit eternal life? Every man’s ?
heart tells him, that a falvation wholly of grace, was |
not the firft thing to which he applied for relief. His !
prayers and refolutions, and fincere endeavours after
new obedience, were things to which.he.in the firft in.
fance, and for fome time trufted. In all this lLie was
{eeking to be faved wholly, or in part hy works., He
was-confequently in his natural ftate, of the works of.
the law. His natural difpofitions made it evident, to
what clafs he belonged. Since, then, the apoftle plain- -
ly tells us, that as many as are of the works of the law,,
.are under-the curse. Since then, every man proves,
himfelf by his natural difpofitions, to be of the works '
- of the law..-the confequence is unavoidable, that every
man, every individual while in a ftate of nature,is un- |
der the curse. | | i
2. Exprefls declarations of feripture affure us, that -
men in their natural ftate, ftand conne&@ed with the £t \
man as a covenant head. Read Rom. v. 123—=19. Si.
milar reafoning is to be found in 1 Cor. xv. 20, 31, 2nd
, “5-49‘. (C) ' o
~__Here it is neceffary to remark, that in thefe paflages, |

!
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Adam and Chrift, are reprefented as ftanding in a pe-
<uliar relation to the human race. They are defcribed
al{o, as being parallel in this relation. I'he relaiion in
which Chrilt ftands tc his people, as here defcribed, can .
"be no other than that of a covenant head. It is alfo
generally allowed, that Chrift is here reprefented as a _
covenant head---Since then Chrift is delcribed and al-
lowed to be a covenant head, and fince Adam and Chrift,
are in this cale contrafted as parallels, it follows, that
Adam alfo was a covenant heads 'ln conlequence of
this federal réprefentation of the firlk man, sin ir s2id
30 bave enseredinso sthe world by one man : deatb, is said
to bave passed upon all men, for that all bave sinned, ——
It is faid, that by sbe offence of one, death reigned—
- "And again, that oy -sbe ~qﬁ'nccgf one, judgment came
. wpon all men tocondemnation. - Thele expreflions make { -
- it as plain-as-words can make it, that the’firft fin of the
"~ frft man,is charged upon all his poﬁerity, and that the.
+. fins being-charged,  the purifhment alfo is infli®ed, In ' -
“* theformer part of this chapter, we have confidered the
" nature 6f that punifhment. -Since, then, every indivi.
. dual of the human race, in his natural fituation, ftands,
. connefted with the firlt man asa covenant head, and as
" arcovenant tran{greflor, it followsof courfe, that every.
- -individual, ‘whilein this natural ftate, is under that pu-
- pifhment which: this covenant inflis upon its tranf-
" greffors, .- T
1. a. Daily experience {ufficiently confirms the doftrine
' of Calvinifts-upon‘this head. The curfe of the broken
~covenant is vifible upon every individual while in a na-
* " tural ftate. ‘Here it is jult neceffary to look back te
' what we have faid above, in - explaining the nature of
~ this curfe. o '
Daily experience preves, that man came into this -
world under the fentence of fpiritual death, Ina ftate
of alienation from God. Does not every man feel that
his underftandingis naturally darkened in the things of
God? Is not his will naturally averfe to that
.. which is good, and inclined only to that which is evil ?
. Do not his affctions love and take pleafure in any thing.
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more thanin God? If we do not feel thole tlings witi-
in ourfelves, let us only hear what the apofile fays ot
wen in their natural itate.==rdod you hath he quickened
wbe wers dead in srespaises and sine. Wberein in
time past ye walkdaccorsng 15 ibecourseaf this -u;orld..-
wccording so the prince of the power of the air, 3¢ spe-
rit that nowworkerh in the children of disobedience. -
mang wbom wlso we all Lid our conversatisn in $:ms
poss, in the lusts of eur fesb, fulfiliing the desires of
the flesb, and of the mind ; and were by nature sle cbil-
dren of wrath, even as otbers.—Y.ph. 1. 1—3., For we
ourselves also were someiimes foolish, disobedient, de-
ceived, serving divers lusis and jpleasures, ). oin i dn it
lice and envy, bateful, and Luting one anotber—=1 . 1he
3. Now sbe works of sbe flesb, or in other words, the
works of thofe in a natural itate—are manifess, woicey
are thefe—adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lescivisus-
kess—=idilatry, wiseberaft, batred,varic-i:2, earelasian:

wraib, .rtrz'/‘c,' seditions, beresics, enuvyinys, murders,
drunkenness, revellings, and such like—Gal. v,
1g—21.(d) | o

‘The fame experience makes it as plain as a demon.
ftr “tion, that every individual of our race i3 nat rally
under a fentence of temporal death. Do we uat came:
into the world with the {eeds of difeafes and death in
our bodies 2 {arcely do we brcathe the aic of this
world, till we feel forrow and pain. Often theinfauc
onlybreathes and dies. Neverthelels death reigned frum
Adam to Mofes, and fror Mofes to this prefent day,
even over thofe who had not finned afterthe fimilitude of
Adam’s tranfgreflion. Are not wars, and fumines, and
peftilences, and loffes, and di {appointments about as’
common’as brecad and water?” Do we not daily earn
our bread by the {ireat of our brow? ‘

That every individual is natwvally expofed to eter- |
nal death is equally certain. From whatother fource |
proceed thofe awfsl apprehenfions of a future Rate?
How can we otherwife account for that bitter remorfe, |
which a fenfe of guilt ncve{)fails tocxcite ? The plain |
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~ language of thefe apprehenfions of that remorfe is; wi::

Stand condemned, It is a fearfu! thing to fall into the,

hands of the living God. Hear alfo the words- of our,

- Lord, to this point. Hetbat belicvesh not is condemned,

ah:ca.({y-—\-He that delievetd nos bard tbe wrath of God
abiding on bim—)ohn iii. 28 and 36. He does not.fay..
that fuch a une sdall be condemned, or that he sball have |

- the wrath of God abiding on him;_ but, he exprefsly af-.
- ferts that he is condemned already—that he Zath the
~ wrath of God abiding on him. The apoftle alfo tells us,

- that there is no condemnation to them who are in Chrift

Jefus—Rom.. viii. 1. Plainly intimating that. to all

X thofe who are notin Chrift Jefus there is condemnation,
- If, then, every individual of the human race is by na-

.ture am unbeliever—if every. man while in a natural.

ftate, is unconneted with Jefus, the confequence.is un-

~ voidable, that every individnal,. that.every mun.in a.

- ftate of nature,. is -under a fentence of eternali .
.~ Thofe who haveread page 68,0f A:late View of the-

- Gofpel, will eafily perceive the defign of. this chapter..
Thefe writers having adopted the Arminian fcheme.of

a- univerfal. purchale, neceffarily maintain, that the

-curfe of the firt covenant-is now completely remeved..,
. Their reafoning and.proof upon this matter,.is very .
: confufed. It appearsy; however, to reft folely upon.
~‘three falfe principles.. 1. That the fole object of the
+ Mediator’s government of this world, is to- give un.
- i to every individual .of the buman race, eternal life,——"
‘ 2. That the purchafe of Chrilt was as extenfive asthe  °
effe@s of the firlt tranfgreTion.--For this purpofe they -
.quote Rom. v. 18, andjvii. 6.---And, 3. that the threat.

* ning annexed to the firk covenant, was nothing more

than temporal death. Hence they {ay, ¢ For if man.:

¢ kind areunder the firlt covenant, we cannot fee how -

4 -the truth of God is fecured in that threatening---in

“ the duy thou eateft thereof, thou fhalt furely die.” =

The reader may look back to a remark which we have,

made upon John xvii. 2, in page 13, chupter 1, and he

- will fee the falacy of this firft principle. The remarks

i
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which we Lave made in note ¢ of this chapter, may"
ferve to thew the falacy of their proof from Rom. v. 18,
. Similar remarks will apply to o, vii. 6. ‘I'he apot.
tle isnot in that paffuge, -faying one word of mankind
in general.  The remarks which we have made in ex-
plainiug the nature of the curfe of the firit covenant,.
may ferve to fhiew how grofsly they are miitaken in
their third. principle. Belides, the principies upon-
which the doQrine of thefe men-reflls, being falfe in
themfelves, they alfo in applyingthem, reafonin a cir-
‘cle---They firft prove a univerlal purchale from the |
confideration, that mankind are delivered from the law,. \
as a covenant, and then in the next paragraph, they 4
prove that mankind are delivered from the law as a co-
venant, from the confideration, thata usiver{al purchafe
s made.. I'his was the mannerin which the papilts of
" old proved the infalibility of the Pope. Tradition at-
telted, that the Pope was the legitimate fuccellor of
Pcter, and thercfore infallible; and then the infallible
head of the churchattefted. that tradition was purc and.
uncorrupted. L'he titi= of his holinels, was thus fecus |
red beyond the poliibility of a contradiftion.- |
-To have clear and accurate views -of the natural fit-
_uation of men,is of vaitimportance to-both' faith and-
~pralice.. 1f ournotions on this pointbeeither fulle in+ |
hemfelves; or confufed and imperfe&t, they will con- J
taminate and miflead us in every other article of the
Chriftian faith. According to the grace given unto us,
we have endeavoured-at this time to fet in as clear a
light as poflible, what the fcripture teaches on this fub. ;
"jet... We trult, that upon due confideration, our
- thoughts will be found to accord with that perfet ftan. |
~dard, If any.are now difjofed to afk, when, and how- |
men are delivered from the curfe of the broken cove- !
nant, to this we reply---that they are delivered from
this curfe when in regeneration, they are renewed in
the fpirit of their minds and become connelted with
Jefus,the head of the fecond ¢ovenant; and how this
is elfeQted, the reader may be informedin the following
chapter.

B
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| of grace, but of debt,
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(o) Page vy, To enter into the pré.of and the illuftration
St what'is afforted in this paragraph, is unvecefary for the

' grci’tntpubhcuticn, as the writers of a Viewof the Golpelass

nowledge ‘that a-covenant was inade and broken, -

(%) Dige 18. Two confiderations niake it evident that t he
peaking of the moral law in the
form of a covenant, . S .
1o The law of which he there {peaks is {et in oppofition to
sne polpel, which was preached to Abrahanie~..See verfes 8

3¢ Itis exprefaly faid, that as many as are of the works of
this law arc under'the curse. This catnot apply to the ceres
monial lawf, nor to the law as arule of life, nor to the law in*

+

.. any other form ; {eeing men have been blefled and faved, while -

under the law in all thefe forms.' |
There is no term indivinity ufed in fuch a variety of fignifica

 ticns as the word /aw, and by confounding thefe different fige.
‘nifications, fome of the molt dangerous errors have arifen.

‘The .writers of a View of the Gofpel fumble alfo ‘upon thig

.rock. Inpage 68, thev evidently confound what the apoftle

fays refpelling the Mofaic difpenfation, with the covenant -
which was made with Adam. | | | |
It is foreign to our prefent purpofe to take notice of all the
fenfes in which this word is ufed, but in order that the reader
may better underftand the reafoning in this chapter, it may

be necellary to mention, the difference there is betwixt. the

moral luw confidered fimply as a law, and confidered in the
form of a covenant,

Confidered fimply as a 1aw, the moral law is that under which-
every rational creature is originally formed. To thislaw eve-
!-y intemgent creature whether in Hcaven. in eai‘th, orin h('u,. N
18 by his very creation bound toyield implicit and perfe@ obe- -
dience. When this law is confidered fimply as a law, thofe

. who are under it, are only viewed as fubje&’s ot fervants; but

no fooner is it held forth unto us in the form of a covenant,.
than the fubjects & thefervants, become the allies & the fricnds of
the great Law.giver. When confidered fimply as « aw, it re-
quires. in every cafe the molt perfect obedience, and threatens
death forthe leaft tranfgreflion ; butin no cale does it promife
any reward. Bring it forth, however, in.the form of a zoye. -
nant,'and our ohedience receives a reward ; and a reward not

L . (~ " ‘At!*‘l'.,
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f’e) Pagz 19 Thefe paffages have been corfidcred by Are
Wini ns, as containing the moft decilive proot thiat the pur-
‘thale of Crrift, is as extenliv: us the etieéls ot the Hifl trus -
.greflions I'hey, however, greatly miftake the matter, andt’ ¢
proof is like all their other prouts, mere toph:ftiy. Letany
perfon of an unbiafed mind read both palluges as ther fiand,
and fay, if the apoltle favs one word refpeciing thie purci.le
_of Chnilt, which applies to mankind in genersle  ln ve Kam,
the perfons of whom ke [peaks, arc perfons who arein a juili-,
ficd ftate, ve 1. They are perfors whoare reconciiea to God,
by the death of his Son v, Yo, They are perfous who have re.’
ceived the atonement, vo 12. In xve 1. Cor. he s fpeaking
through the whole chapter, of the happinels which believers .
thall enjoy at the general tefurre@ion.  Tiie perfona of whom
he there {peaks, are perfons who, in virtus of theirunion to Je-
us, fhall, at the great day, have their bodies raifed in, in
" corruption, 1n glory, in power ; beariug the image of the hea-.
venly Adamy, that is, made all glorious like unto Chrift's
lorious bedys  They, are. perfons who at the greatduy, thall
_foim in fayihg, * Thanks be to God who giveth us the vilory
“ through our Loid Jefus Chrift,”” ‘f'hofe, who plead for a
univer{al falvation, may, with fome regard to the conneétion, ﬁ
urge thefe paflages ; but thofe who only plead for a univerfal
urchafe cannot urge them, without breeking the conine@ion |
in almoft every fentences | :
This view of the matter rather trengthens, than weakens the
argument for which thofe paffages are quoted in the texteeee
No reafon, nor any feripture can be produced, why Adam can
be confidered as a covenant head to only part of his pofierity.
On thecontrary, both fcripture and exper ience unite in afluriug
us,that the effc&s of hisfirlt tranigretion are felt uponevery ine
dividual of the human races  If then, in thefe paffages where
Adam and Chrift are contrafled, it appears, that Adam in the
firlt covenant, flood in the famne relation to the el-él, in which
Chrift ftands to them in the fecond covenant, and if {cripture |
and experience unite in telling us that the ele@® while uncone |
pefled with Chrifty, are in the {ame lituation with the reft of i ]
|
|
!
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mankind, 1t follows beyoud the pollibility of a contradition,
that Adam was a covenaut head to every individual of his na-
tural pofterity, , |

(d) Page 2t Some of the champions in the caufe of Ar.
minianifm have endeavoured to d.ftroy the proof for the unie
verfal corruption of nature, which is brought from thefe and
fimilar pullages, by faying that they are only applicable to the |
Gentiles, or thofe who had been lately turned ficm the abo. |
minstions of the Eeathens. Let any perfon, Loweves, read 3 |
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2w of them, and he will be convinced that the apofile had ne

" aotion of fuch a refiriCted application. It is true, that in the"

epiftle ta the Ephelians, he is writing ta men who had been
lately turned from great abominations, but he, in that epifile,
extends the corruption of nature to all men.-.to: Jews as well
asto Gentilese—to himfelf who had been brought up after the °

. firi@eft fe@kyas well asto thofe whoing outh had bern the moft’ |
‘abandoned-—Read chap. iie 3 and - 3. “This indeed, applies to
- Gentiles, but obicrve bow, in the next verle, . alters the lane

age. ,
‘nWe have no reafon to.believe that ever Titus was any way

- semarkable for piofligacy. The epiftle which Paul diredts to
' him is wholly "about the duties of the minifterial office. la

thefe circum(tances we have every reafon to believe that while

~ he was writing it, his thoughts would be wholly dire&ted to.

thole who had always fuftained a good motal chara@®er-—who,

- according te his owan account of candidates. for the facred of-
'~ fice, had had u good report of thofe who were without. -Yet
. obferve how, in this epiftle, he {peaks of the aings of men

while dnrénewed, and the altings too of men, among whom he
includes himfelfwmedee chap. iiie_g-—quoted ia the texs.
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CIOAPTER 11l

REGENERATION.

: TH“AT a confiderable chunze of nature takes place
upon a finner being turned fron the evil of his ways, is
generally allowed ; but how that change is effeCted, is
matter of dilpute. Calvinifts and Arminians azree -
in afcribing the work to the energy of the Spirit, but
they widely differ about the mannerin which this ener-
gy is exerted. - Arminians maintain, that all which the \

- Spirit does, is only to prefent inotives or perflualives to
the mind, and that as much is done for thofe who fit
under the gofpel,and continue unregenerated, asis done -
for thofe who are made partakers of a new nature.— .
Calvinifts on the other hand maintain, that in regenera-
tior, the fpirit exerts a'creative power upon the mind
itfelf, and that wherever this power is exerted, the |
-mtan is without fail, made a new creature. !
.. To explain the particular manner in which this cre.
ative power is exerted, Calvinilts never pretend. They

- hold to the fai?, becaufe they believe thatitis fupporte |
ed by fuficient evidence ; but they remember the words
of* our Lord, and place it among thofe myfteries, which
in our prefent embodied ftate, we cannot fully compres
hend. The wind bloweth where it listeth, and sbou bears

. ets the sound ibereof, but canrt not iell wbenee it come !

" e:b, and whither ir goeth: s0 is every one sthat is born |
.of. she Spiris—]ohn iii, 8. The three followingz obfere
vations, will, it is hoped, {ufficiently explain and fud.
ftantiate the do&rine of Calvinifts, upon this head.

1. ‘The power which the {pirit exerts on this occafi. |
on, is fupernatural and invincible. By a supernatural
power is meant, a ‘power wholly bevond the reach of
the creature---a power which nothing elfe than omni-
potence can produce. Wy an smoincible power is meant,
a power which none can withftand---a power before
which every obltaclefalls. Now that fuch a ;ower is

. sserted in regeneration, is evident : - |
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. 1. From the namés which ire i feriptureafcribed to
~ regeneration, or converfion, It is ftiled a new birtd—
John iiic 3=7. t Pet. i. 23. It is Riled a creation—
~ Ephiiis 10. 3 Cor, vo 19, It ia deferibed as a resur-
. rection—John vi 25, Eph. ii. t~=6. It i exprefsly
- faid, that in the renewing of the wind, there is a power -
- exerted fimilar to that which was wrougbrupon Cbrise
when be was raised from she- dead. Read i?ph..i-. 17~—=20.
What clfe, but a- divine fupernatural power could frft
form the bodyof man eu: of the dult of the ground 2=
What elfe but the fsme power, can daily produce one
generation after another? What elfe but a divine ir-.
reliltable power, ¢an again raife thele our bodies to new
glory and beauty, afterthey Bave been for ages moula
dering into atoms ? If then the difpofing of the foul to.
holinefs, is exprefled in ‘the very famé language which. -
exprefles thefe fupernatural irrefillible a&tions, thereis

certainly thereby intimated unto us, that a fimilar pow-
er is exerted. - S e
2. A careful attention to.the different cifefls' which
the fame external means have upon perfons in the fame
or fimilar circumftances, will alfo unavoidably lead us to
the. fame conclufion. -It'is evident to every one of the -
leaft obfervation, that the very fame means of grace
produce very different, nay oppofite ¢ffeéts, upon per
fons who were originally in one fituation.- We-have
no reafon to believe, that there was originalty -any dif.
ference in the heart of Mofes, from the heart of Phaa
raoh. While under the power of fin, both hearts were
equally hardened ; yet the one heart was f{dftened te
. obedience through mesans of the word-.-the other hearg
had the word repeated agiin and again, accompanied
with circumftances the moft affe@ting, and became only
more {tubborn and rebellious. We have no reafon to -
~ believe, that the body of the people who lived in
the days of I{aiah, and heard him preach, were origi-
+nally any wor{c than the body of the people who live
in New Teftament days and read his prophecies ; yet
‘to thofe of the former period, thefe prophecies were in
awful judgment, the means of mk’mg the heart fat, ot
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efofing the eves and the ears. To mn'titndes of tie
latter peri-d, thefe prephecies are the means of chung.
ing the heert, and of op+ning the cyes and the ears.—
‘I'0" natne no-maore -« We hiave 116 reaton to believe, that
there was-any diiference betwint Peter preachiag in the
temple, aud his preachinrg the very fume fermon the next
day before the Sunhedrim.  Nor have we any reafon te
believe, that there was any original difference in the
difpofitions of thefe two audiences’; yet, any body who
reads ui. & iv. chapters Afls, will fee a wonderful dif.
ference in the effels which thofe two fermons, in mate
ser only one produced:. ‘I'o the one company, the {ere
mon- was the {avour of lif¢c unto life, and to the other
it wasthe favour of death-unto death.’ “I’'he unavoida.
ble conclufion from the confideration of thefs and fie
- milar cafes is, that in one cafe a [upernatural invinci.
ble power was eacrred, which ian awful fovereignty was
withheld in the other. ‘I'his 1s vealoning from the evi.
dence of fatt, and is therefore conclulive.  Were we
to fee the fame external means applied to two'pieces of
matter which we were aflured were originally the fame,
but which are by the means ufed turned into fubftances
quite oppafite, we would naturallly conclude, that there
was fome unfeen power exerted in-the on¢ cafs, which
was not exerted in the other. |

The reafoning in the above pangfaph acquires ad-li=.

‘tional torce; when we confider cales where perfons,.
who upon. the principles & Arminiac.s, were beft fitted:

}

for improving the gofpel, were notwititanding left, |

and others in net fuch a good fituation called.. Uhnder

-~

- the very {ame means of grice, men of ftrong-natural’

‘parts, and well informed minds, have-remained unre. |
generated, while others of inferior talents have been: |
renewed. “The apoitle gives us a beautiful tpecimen of |
reafoning m this manner. See t Cor. i 19,10 theend,

3+ Thedofkrine of Calvinifts in. this matter, 15 fup.

ported by a great many expreis declarations of fcripe.

ture. -Thefe are (o numerous,. that the bare menticna
ing of them would fill a"whole fheet. The Snirit: faid
to de{cend and work upon menas ihs 5 na~-joun i, 8o,

~
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-Asthd dewe=Hos, xiv. 5 As-the rain=1{a.-1v. 10 11,
- All¥which expreflions -certainly intimate, that his influe
 .ences‘are as irrefiftible ag the wind, the dew,.wor the
"~ rain. God declares, that he will take sbe stony bears
~outof our flesh, and give us an beart of flesb——~Ezek.
o EXXVie d§==27, He'«ﬁcla‘ras that he will pus bés fear. .
~ into our beurss, tdas we sball nor dzpare from bim—Jere
| xxxii.. 30, 4Q. He declares that he bas formed bis peos
| ple for bimself—Ua. xlitiv 214 Tt is declared that he
- shallbave a willing people in she day of bis power——
- Plalms <x. -3+ All -which expreflions make it -jult as:
~ plain as words.can make it, thit in renewing the mind,
Jehoveh has.an agency which is peculiar to him{elf-.can -
agency quite. different from . the ufe of any external-
 mreans.  And {uch an agency, mull neceffarily be s7:pere
. satural and invincible,- - <o o o . ]
- II, The power exerted in regeneration is “exerted.
" -through means of ‘the word, read or: preached.' Here -
it-is jult necefliry to remember, that in dealing with fin- .
* «ners, God deals with them -as rativnal. creatures---as.
‘beings endowed with - the. faculties of confidering, judg-
".ing and willing. - In the word read or preached, he fets
before them in a convincing manmer their-duty. He
fliews them wherein they have done amifs. - He reafons
. the matter with them.:. He fets before them the grace
- . and the fulnefs-of- the: new covenant:- He prays and
. befeeches them to be reconciled to God.:. Alongwith-
~.the word.thus read ‘er preached,’the- fpirit-in his en-"
" lightening orregenerating infliences enters -into the
foul. . The entrance of tlie: word i this manner gives
light, and-makes wife thofe who are limples - "bBhrough -
. the word thus read.or preached, the- fpirit'in:a. manner
~ 'peculiar te himfelf enlightens thé. undexltinding.in-the
. knowledge of every neceffary - truth«=Hsz fubdues the
-will to the obedience of: thegofpel-s-He formsi in the
heart that faith ‘which receives the: Lord -as our rightes. -
- oufnefsy and which in return devotes all which we pofe
fels'to-hisfervices. - .- , Ce
To defcribe the. exaft manner in which all this is
. done, we do pot pretend.. Any attemps of ¢his kind,is

-
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‘qnly anattempt to be wife above that which is written .
~an attempt to found beyondl.our depth. Till we
-~ can tell the «xa&l mauner in which the Spirit in the
" beginning moved upen the face of the waters, and pro-
. duced light---Till we can tell. how the fea {Lhall at ths
command of Jehovah give up its deud---Till we can tuil
. thefe and a great many other.myfteries, we cannot tell
- how, through the operation of the Holy Gholt, the foul
‘18 dfgrmed anew,. after the image of him who firft crea-
ged 1te . :
#I11, The power exerted in regeneration, is fuch as
- o effe€t a coniplete change da the whole temper and -
t frame of. the foul. The whole man. is renewed after
.+ the image of  God. Theunderflanding is fo enlighten-
.ed as to fee 2’ beauty and propriety in thofe things in
.which it.formerly. could difcover nothing but deformity.
'iThe will and the affetions are difpofed to follow after
. quite different objets. 'I'he man now hates that which
~ he formerly loved---He  feeks after thofe things which
i he formerly fhunned. ‘Thofe things in .which he for-
‘merly. rejoiced, are now the fources of bitter remorfe..-
; and thofe thipgs:of which he was formerly afhamed, are
" now the joy and the rejoicing of his heart. A princis . |
" ple of grace, or holinefs, is infuled into every faculty,
-and .fo far.as grace'is in exercife, his every faculty
.. &8 henceforth employed in holy fervices. |
1t has been frequently objcéted, that the doflrine of |
, - upernatural,‘invincible power being exerted in ree
- .generation, is inconfiftent. with thofe paflages, in which
“finnere are required to wasd and. beolean, to make unie
. sbemselves.a new beart, &c. &e~1fa:i. 16. Jer.iv. 4y
&c: &c.&e. Tathis it has as often been replied, |
- 1. That the creature having loft bis power to obey,
. ean-be no-reafon why the creator :fuoull give up his
~ authority-to command. Were this to be the cafe, the
farther.a man could advancein wickednefs, the farther
- vemoved he would be from pun¥bment—But ;
2. The defign of ' thefe peremptory commands is not 4 |

to teach . finners, .thai they cam.change then {cives, but
the very contrary--It is. to convince'them of their
the yery contrary--I¢ is” to convince:them of thei
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I %9 .vork, and try what they cando. This was theé-
{ e macner in awhich vur foord dealt with the youuy
I oA in the gotpel, See Mat. xixs 16=—22. Aud

, _ '3+ Being thus convinced of both their-duty and their
g inabiluy.'thcy are in a'fituarion. for naking a proper
{1 < itfe of, what s conveyed- unto -them in abfolutely frée
i:_ prowtifes. -Lookthrough the bible, and ‘you will find.
i - that whatds peremptorly commanded in ove jluce, is
1, freely promiféd in‘anorher. Thus what is required of
i . usas adutyin Ifa. i, 16, and in Jer. iv. 4,48 prowifcdas-
i aprivilege in Fzek: xxxvi. 25131, S IR
- I'he intelligent reader can judge for himfelf, how:
i far the above obfervatinns tend to explode the notions

5 ef fome late writers of a'View of the Gofpel.. If, -in’

. regeneration, there is ‘an energy of the {pirit quite dif--
tinét from-any external means,or from any thing which
- thofe who are not: regenerated ever feel; then it fole:
|| lows of courfe, that{faving faith is no natural produce
i, tion of thetuman heart. ‘Nor can this graceever ex<
ﬁ “ift tall the whole man is created anew. . The «difpute-
whether faith or regeneration precedes, is.in one point
. afview,a difpute of very little importance,fince bothpars
ties agree, that neither: of them can exift any time'withe - -
. out the other. 'T'he.difpute however. as it is brought.
.. forwardin the above mentioned publication, involves in

it an- important, fundamental principle, - 1f faith pre. -
. cedes in the fenfe in which thefe writers maintain; -
f then the firlt a&tings of the {oulin retariing toGod begirie -

T e S s b o e e il

on the part of the finner. .If regeneration‘precedes, in
the fenfe for which the ‘Calvinifts contend, then.itis
God who worketh in us both to will andto do. B
" Any thing like railing never -comes with a worfe
- grace, than Fr'oma theological writer; but we cannot
|+ help affirming that the~ whole of thefe - men's fyftem of
~ faith and vegeneration, is nothirg elfe but a med.
o ley of confufion arid abfurdity.” ‘T'hus they afk in trie
, C umph, * What produces wworal alnlitytiut evidence, of

— s

¢ .motives prefented -to the mind I” It is aftonifhin
that- men who pretend 1o have fome little fenfe, fhould -
k{uch'a gucftion, - That which is in this queRion als.
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fumed as true, 1s truz in no cale whatever- =7t thid
very thing is the principle which lies at the foundarion
of their whole {yilem. vidence or motives, ail mo-
ral ability to feel the furce of eviience or motives, are
two things quite didinct, and things which are in no
cafe dependiug ior their extitence, upon one anothicr,
Mathematical evidence is vfualiy reckoned themolt
coavincing-—Idut every teacher of mathematics knows,
thatin alinolt every ciats of 16 or 20 boys, therc are one
or two who remain totally incapable of underitanding
toe {cience, and that oo 1n [pite of ali his demonftrati-
ons, as accurately delivered as ingenuity caninvent ;
and as frequently repeated as the warmett zeal for phaie
improvement can infpire.  What is {tridtly callec[ mo-
ral evidence, is equally deltitute of uny power to pro-
duce moral ability. l.et any perfon that pleates, ttep
in upon fome court days, into Lexington court houle,
-and he will fee fome of the beflt attormies in th: {tate,
bringing forth their evidence, with all the precifion and
- accuracy which the importance of the caule requires.

Yet the trifling and fometimes drunken jury, continues -

incapable of feeling the force of afingle argument,

T'he writers of a View of the Gofpel, conclude that
part of their work, with a great parade of anfwering ob-
jeStions. It is hard to fuy whether it was through iz-
norance or defign, but fo it hus happeced that the moit
of the obje€tions of which they take notice, are fuch as
no Calvinift, who knows his principles would urge.—
The moft of them are confequently very eafily anlwered.
The remarks which we have made, in the two preceding
paragraphs, may ferve to fthew their falfe reafoning ia
an{wering the objeflion irom Joha vi. 34 and 65---their
aniwer tothat drawn from Rom. viii. 7, refts wholly
upon the falfe dotrine, that faith precedes regenera-
tion. Their an{wer to that drawn from Eph. ii. 8, is
a mafter-picce of criticilina It was certainlv a mind of
no ordinary calt who firft formed that anfwer. Whit-
by and T'yler,and Macknight, are mere idiots at twilt-
ing {cripture,in compariton of this critic. If the word

r
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faith, in Eph. ii. 8, does not exprefs the grace of faith,
or the a&t of believing, it will be very hard to find a text
in the bible where, the word is ufed in that fenfe, e
Wonderful are the fhifts which fome men muft con.
trive in opder to maintain a favorite imagination,

v
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Cll:\P;l‘ER 1V,

THF, USE OF CRELEDS AND CONFESSIONS.

PUBLIC creeds and confelions havebeen in ufe: from
the earlielt ages, norisit very ealy to conceive howany
fociety, whether civil or religious, can exnt without
them., The falt is, no fuch fociety has ever as yet
made its appearance in the world.  In every fuciety,
there are {ome articles of affuciation-..-fome declared
principles which diftinguith that fociety from all others,
"Chey may call thefe articles of affociation, thefe decla-
ration of principles, by any name they pleafe, but they
are the very thing which we exprefs by the words,
Creeds and Confeflions. ‘There never were any Protei-
tant churches which maintaind that thele creeds & con-
feflions, were of equal authority with the fcriptures,
~ Proteftant churches have been uniform in maintaining
that thefe public inftruments were only their authorifed,
approved fenfc of the fcriptures. ‘I'hus a Proteftant

Socinian, in his creed or confeflion, declares that in the:

1. chap. of John’s golpel, there is no proof of the Su.
preme Deity of the Saviour—A Calvinilt or an Armi-
. nian, on the other hand in his creed or confeflion, de-
clares that in that chapter, and in other parailel paf-
fages, the dotrine is as clearly maintained as words
can exprefs, o

There are indecd fome {efts who are very bitter
againft the ufe of creeds and confeflions. But, in them,
the old proverb is verificd, ¢ the legs of the iame are
not equal.” Thele fe€s hold it as a leading article in
their creed, that they fhull have no creeds, nor confel-
- fions.---And few are ever at any time admitted into
their communion, till thev are pretty well {crutinized
refpeting their belicf in this important, fundamental
article, Not {atisficd with this inconfiitency, the mal
of them manifeft unto the world, the folly and the ab.

furdity of their fyftem Bi!! farther. . They require of ev- -

ty one who is to be admitted into their commuaion, an
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open declaration of his principles. ~ He mult at leaft,
give them {auisiuction, that he (hail conform tothe rules
of their tociety. They may.call this declaration, an
expericnce or an examtnationf or by whatever name
they pleafe; butitisto all intents and purpofes, a creed
or confeflion. 'The candidate, in giving the fatisfac.
tion required, makes known to the lociety his articles
of belict, and the fociety having heard his declaration,

- . proceed tojudge whether he is worthy of being received,
~'The queltion then, betwixt thele {e€ls, and thofe

charches which acknowledze the ufe of creeds.and cone
feflions, is not ** Whether creeds and . confeflions be

- neceffury ?” The necellity of creeds and confeflions

is, by the pralice of both parties acknowledged. . ‘1he
real ltate of the queltion, is ** whether the church
* ought.te have @ writzen or merely a verdal creed ?
** Whether ought this creed to be fixed, or may it be
* coanged with every meeting of the church?” Que
would think that it does not require much common fenle,

. or experience to determine which fide of this queftion is
- the moft coalillent and rational, Public creeds und con-

feflions are, in fa&t, abfolutely neceflary in the prefent

flate of fociety. :And they will continue to be fo till -

chriltians {hall «ll have as much charity as to make it a

‘matter of indiflerence, whether the Savior is-the Mighe

ty God, or a mere man——whether his fatisfaltion for fin
was complete, or ouly partial——whether the punifhmeng
of fin fhall be eternal, or only for a time." Till the
profeflors of chriftianity fhall have arrived to this per- .

feflion, every et will find it neceflary to have fome

fort of ajcreed or confeflion. In thefe public inftru.
ments, every church mu(t hold up unto the world her
particular views of all the doftrines of revelation.

- Wichout thefe public inftruments, it is in the nature of

things utterly impollible for any one to tell how far any
cliurch as a body colleftive, is holding the dofirines of
the gofpel, in their fulnefs, their purity and divine au.
thority, - | o AR

How far the above remarks apply to the principles,
and praclice of the Prefbytery of Springfield, thufe whas

-
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are beft acquainted with them can judires They hrve
lifted up their voice in alovd und birter ery aguin it
creeds and confeilions—and st the fatie thine Uaey pui‘-
lifh unto the world a Louok, wiidi they ¢alla View of
the Goipel. Theybringoucinimdof an old Monk, wlho
publithed a book proving thit nobook ought ¢itherto be
pablilicd orread.  tle was alio foolenoughto nuagine
that this was to be the l:{t book of the kind which ever
would be publithed—rthat ail other books would imne-
diately be given to the moles, and to the bats. The
writers of a View of the Goipel will not indeed allow
it to be called a creed or counteliion, yet it is the only
thing by which the world can judge of the articles of
their faith,  T'hey indeed tell us, that they tuke the Di-
ble as their only ftandard, but {frumm the View of the
Gofpel which they have given us, itis evident that they
underltand a great many pafluges of the bible in a fznle
quite different from the feufe in which they are under-
flood by other badies of Chriftians. I'his their View of
the Gofpel, then, is their public inftrument, which dils
tinguifhes the Prefbytery of Springfield from other bo-
dies. They indeed tell us, that they do not make thzir
~particular View of the Gofpel,a term of Chritian com-
munion—that on the contrary they are clear to hold
~communion with all who are Chriftians, and who adhere
to the bible. But this does not in the leait alter the
cafe. The do®rine of mixed communion, is jult as much
an article of their creed, as any dogma of the moit bi-
gotted Separatifts, is an article of their creed. They
are in their praflice as fierce for this kind of modera-
tion—for this univerfal charity, as any otiier body of
people are for the moit reltriéted commurion. Norin
their internal regulations, do they differ any thirg in
. kind from thofe bodies who openly acknowledge the ufe

of creeds and confeflions. Whenever it wus known |
that a feparation had taken place, betwixt them and

the judicatories, to which they formeriy belonged, it
was neceflary for every one of their congre ations to

have a mesting, and know by what principles they were
G
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henceforth to be taught and governed. In fome of
their congregations, they even went {o far, as at the re-
queft, and with the afliltance of thcir paftor, to draw out
and fubfcribe articles of aflociation. It mukes no mat-

“ter, for the prefent purpofe, what thele articles were,

The very aftion of drawing them ont and fubferibing
them, declared that they reckoned fomething of the
fame nature, with a creed or confeflion neceffury, as a

“bond of union. :

‘The View of the Gofpel which they have publliﬂaéd,' :
carrics al{o in it fome of thofe internal marks, which,
by their own account, belong to creeds and confeflions.

* Thur for inftance, it 1s an imperfelt standard. “I'hey
~ have told us that they take the Bible as their ftandard,

and as the word of God. But they have no where told
us in what manner they have received the Bible as the

- word of God—Whether all the Bible is of equal autho- -
- rity and equally infpired. For any thing, then, which

~ weknow from their prefent View of the Gofpel, they
| mae' be half deiits. They have told us a great deal about
- Jefus Chrift—but they have no where told us whether

he is God,equal with the Father—or a creature of a fu- .

~ perior order—or nothing but a mere man.. They may
* ' therefore, for any thing which they have told us to the
- contrary, be Arians, Semi.Arians,or even Socinians.

~ “I'hey have given us fome confuled notions about the

~old covenant, original fin, and the fatisfaltion of
- Chrilt; but what are their real fentiments refpec-

. ting thefe important articles, we are left flill in the

. b L™

dark. We are equally at a lofs to know from them
‘whether there is any fuch a thing asa Holy Ghoft. Itis,
perhaps, found policy in thele men, not to publifh their
fentiments on every article at once—that as fome of
them have already changed from rigid Calvinilts to

Arminians—~they may change when they find it conve-

nient in other articles, with greater fafety. They
tiave alfo by this plan an opportunity of amufing the
world every now and then with {omething new.—May
‘the Lord pity the poor people who follow fuch uncer.

tain, [uch wandering guides ! ‘
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From the fpecimen which thefe men have given, we
have alfo a good reafon to belicve that were they to
ublifh their ientiments fuily upon every article of tas
Chriftian faith, 1t would have snother internal mark of
creeds and confeflions—it would ahound in borrid jar-
gon and contraliltions. I'hus, inthe work which they
have publifhed, fpcaking of the decrces, they fay * lie
¢ forefaw one thing, and decrced another. He foree
¢ faw the fall, and deerced to fend Lis Son to die for
“ man, dat whossever oclicveth on bim should not pe-
“ pish ; but bave everlasting life. He forefaw that
“ many would reje¢t Chriit; throvzh unbelicf, ard he
¢ decreed to fund them to heil: be tbat belicvesd nos
'8 sballbe damned.”—Page 123.

If they do not in this purazraph al=pt the cortradic.
tory dottiine of the Calvimiits, reljped-ing every thu g
which comes to pafs being decreed. they ren into fome -
greater ublurdities. Either God’s {oreknowledse is,
imperfe@-~he did not from all cternity forefee who |
would believe, andwho would centiruein urbeiivt—or,
if he did forefee them, he wid rot knew whet particular
perfons they were. Iie kncw that they weuld be men |
and women, but how many of each fort tnere weild be, |
and what would be their particular names, were all

~dark as chaos.

Their doftrine refpeQing the mannerin wlich fin

~came into the world, is equally abfurd and contradillos
ry. * God,” fay they “ never did permit, but he exprefs-
 ly prohibited fin.” Pray then, how did it come into the
world? Did the Devil get the better of Omnipotence? !
'They may reply that God fhall at lalt get the vidlory |
over the Devil.  But this does not better the matter. |
If fin canie into the world, and is ftill continued in the
world without the divine permifiion, and indire& oppofi- '’
tion to boih his fecret and revealed will, the confe- |
quence is unavcidable, that Omnipotence is all that'
time worfted.

To conclude—The wife man has faid, that there is |

nothing new under tlhic fun. The remark may be applied
‘to the occafion of the prefent publications Ttutn and

@

— . ——.

|

S e <

———




( 40 ]

- arvor, have, in every age been the fame—The errors
" which the Prelbytery of Springficld have imbibed, and
~ which they are now propagating, have already appear-
" ed in the world, in a great variety of forms.  ‘I'he ob-
' jections which they have urged againft the truth as it is
in Jelus, have again and aguin been urged, and have as
oftenbeenrepelled. .- . o
+ May that Spirit which the departing Saviour pro-
- mifed tothe churches, defcend in plentiful effufions, and

1. teach the profefors of Chritianity all things, and bring

- all things to theirremembrance.  Under hisinfiuences,

| may many have their eyes openced, and be turned from

that they may receive the forgivenefs of fins. and an ine
heritance awong all thofe who are fanélificd. Un.
der the teaching of this {pirit, we may expet to keep
the unity of the faith in the bond of peace. Unrfder his
teaching, the watchmen upon Zion’s walls fhall fee eve

. darknefs to light, und from the power of Satan to Ged,

. toeye in mattersof truth, Under his teaching, Chrif«

7+ tians fhall no longcr nced to fay every man to his bre.
* ther, know ye the Lord, for they all fhall know him from
sis Jealk even to the greateft, e dmen, :

S : FTINIS






