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NOTICE.

a i

THE following Sermon was compofed in March laft
for the particular ufe of the United Congregati-
ons of Shiloh and Mount Olivet. It was delivered to
them the Sabbath after the author had made known to
them, that the duty which he owed to fome other parts
of the Churchdid not allow him to accept their call, It
1s now printed, in the hopss that it may be bleffed for
cherifiing the numerous vacancies in our connection,
until the head of the Church fhall {ee meet to previde
for them fit paftors.

It may be neceflary alfo tom:;te that the General
Synod of the Aflaciate Reformed Church did, at their
meeting in May laft, adopt, and are now carrying into
execution, the moft vigorous meafures for fupplying all
the Churches under their care, with able and ufeful
Preachers. In their deliberations upon this fubjedt,
theinfant focieties on thefe Weftern waters did not ef-
cape their notice.

One Preacher more has been appninted to- this de-
partinent, and we have confiderable hopes that he will
foon be followed by feveral othiers..

We trult alfo, that the period 1is at no great
diftance, when we fhall have a fufficiency within our-
felves., We have at prefent one {tudent of Divinity un-
der trials for licenfle, who, we hope, will foon make his
appearance as a preacher; and in our Academy, at
Lexington, we havefeveral promifing young men, wh om
with the blefling of 1leaven, a few yeai” care and in.’
ftruction, fhall make able minifters of the New Tefta
ment.

Having read this far, fome may perhaps fay :—* Ah
that’s enough—the whole defign of this publication, is,
to make mcu digots, and tofmm a party.” Pray good
friecnds don’t be in a pafion. Iave patience, and hear
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all our ftory. If by a bigot you underftand a man who -
is well acquainted with all his religious principles, and
who fteadily adheres. to them inevery fituation—we ac-
knowledge the charze. Lt is the delire of our heart that
all the adherents to our Charch, und all the world were
fuch bigots. But if by a 670 you uaderftand a man
who tenacioufly adheres to any principle or pra@ice}
and can give no other reafon for his condut thun that
he thinks so or feels so, we deny the charge—For fuch -
.b:zots there is no quarter in our communion. -
Again—if by forming a party, you underitand ¢ an
endeavour to make men acquainted with the truth and
the importance of the wbale of the dofirines of revela-
tion, and alfo the enforcing upon them the neceflity of
ftrictiy adherimg to thefe doftrines, not only as indivi.
.duals, but alfo as bodigg colletive.” If this is the idea
which you affix to the forming a party, we allo acknow-
Iedge ti;zc charge. We jult wifh that our focieties, a8
aflociated bodies, fhould in all their altions openly
avow their attachment to that fyftem of do&trine, wor-
fhip, and government, which after mature deliberation, -
we are convinced, exhibits the truth as it is in Jeluss
And as our focicties are volunta?‘affociations.' we do
not wifh any perfon toattach himfelf to our'body, (or if
you will,- party,) till Lie is as well convinced as our-
felves. x But it, by foriring a party, you underftand the
“ colle®ing togetherw-parcel of narrow contrafled
minds, and thcesachingmen, that theonly or chief part of
religion cenfifts inilliberal * ancharitable refle€lions upon
thofe who cannot in every point fee-as we {ee.” 1fthis
is the idea which yeu aflix to the forming a party, we
deuny the cliarge. To form any fuch party as this our
foul abhors. ‘The {um of all our &igatry and all our
party making is—that we are not afhamed openly to-de-
~clare to the world what we believe, nor arewe athamed
in any fituation to a& up to our profeflion. Our maf-
ter has not taught us to {ay one thing, and think ano-
ther. So far as any other bodies of Chrittians are, 10
eur opinion, following Jefus, we from the heart wifh
them God fpeed —and-we trult that'we fhall- never be
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backwhrd to éneourage and fuprert ther: in cvaw‘ Hd
which, in bdhfdence, de cati Jd\tw & ! 'chrc L i LFe:
commion caife 6f the'Redremer 13:‘?‘ Crbeefadie Ve
we reckoh it duty wiich we, o tTun’ *wﬂr“ FE:
our mafter,xo !:hc.m, tothe world} andto ouis Heg*r-:m
didly te hy ofen wherein we jadgé them to be d- evtide,
or corrupt.-- Havmgexprtﬂ'cll bur judgmcnt refOing
thei¥ doctriheand pra8lice; we'ldave their ‘perfons and
ft ates to the decifion of the great day. We nevertike
it upon us to fay that fuch and fuch perfons are or sball
be davined.  We can readily ackunowledge that there
are good men in otber dunominations ; but we know alfo,
that were we following any of tbese denominations, or
any of thefe good men, in every thing, which, as
Churches, thev maintuin —we, for our part, would be
finning againft our own light, and our own conviétions,
and confequently would ¢ very bad men. Thele are the
general principles of the Afloctate Reformed Church,
refpeQling bigotry and gariy making. By thefe gene-
ral principles the conduét of the majority of her mem-
bers in both public and private life is regulated. There
may be every here and there anindividual or two which
form an exception—we are not aperfect Church, nor do
we pretend to have fo much as one perfeéi man among
us; bit all the world will acknowledge that he muft be
eithera very aweak or a very wickedman whoreproaches
a whole body, for the fau'ts or the failings of a few.
One word more and 1he advertifement is done. Let
thofe Societies which profefls to believe in the text il-
luftrated in the follewing fermon, thew their faith b
their works— funly believing that the head of the
Church, fhall, in Cue tin:e, give them a Paftor accordmg
to his heart, let them in tle mean time be making fome
provifion for a Larcd difpenfaticn of golyel ordmances.
Let that pertior of the pcod thitgs of this life, which
they weuld rew willingly Leftew uwpon a fated minii-
try, be devoted to providirg cemjor.cble piaces of wor-
sbip. A greatdeal of kurry wrd «mbaneflmentin a
future day, might thus Le prevented. Were Societies
~ thus recdy for a fettlencnt, a fettloment wenld be far



cafier obtained. People who cannot inthe firft inftance
do a good turn to themfelves, cannot be trufted much
to do a good turn to others. Did not tyrant cuftom ef-
tablifh a contrary pra&ice in this country, a moment’s
refleCtion might convince any rational being, that it is
prepofterous to expect a lated miniitry, till the congre-
gation have a place provided in which they can comfort-
ably affembls in all feafons, and in all kinds of wea-
ther.

Lrxixcrow, dugust, 1804.



A LEGAcY, &c. &c.

Jer.iii. 15. And Uwill give you Paors according to mine heart, whe
Mall feed you with knowledge and underanding.

P —————————————
A STANDING miniitry is oae of the greatelt blef

fings which ever God beltowed upon mun.  I'liis
ieftituiion is the appointed mean whereby men are 84:
livered from every evil, und are made parukcrs of eve:
good. By the ufe of this inftitution, men are bmuu
from daanefs to light, and from the power of Satun 19
God, that they may receive the forgivene!s of fins, and
an inheritance among all thofe whoe are fauclificd,

This remark ic ‘ully confirmned by our text, as it {tands
conneted with the thres preceding verles.  Ifracl, the
reprefentative of God’s Church in every agz, is therein
held forth unto us asina diltreiling, deplorable fitns-
tion. They are renreflented us back-sliders, aud as nien
who had bezn unfaichful i the noft facred bond. Ge
and prociaim these words towward tie north, and say, ro-
r.u'*z thou backsliding Isracl, seith the Lord, and I «'il
not causemiine angru m/wh upan vous for Iam mercifil,
caith the Lord, aud I scill ot keep anger for ever. (-
ly acknozvledye thine iniguity that thou bast transgressed
against ibe Lord thy G: (/ aird bast scatiered thy svapsio
tbe strangersunder every green tree, and ye bave na! sbey-
ed iy voice saiib the L.»rd Turn, O /)af,éa.’u/zn'r eliil
dren, saith the Lord, for Iam married unto you: and [
willtake you one of a city,and tawo ofaj emiily, and [weell
bring you to Zion.—Merciful words! Gracious decla-
ratmu! But how are th(y to be kept, when they are
agzain brought back to Zion? Are they not bent unon
backfliding,and fhall they notaguingnutiray? Yesverily.
Were they to Le juit ieft to themivlves, they would foon
be as miferable as sver. Dut againft this evil Jehovah

13
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Limlelf inthetext gives them fecurity.  And, ¢ fays he”
I will 7ive you Pzz:m;;, &e. &e.

You thall not even in Zion be left to wander in way's
of yogr own divifling, but you {hall have Paftors to watch
over vity,  Thefe Paltors fhall be every way well quatli-
fied for their offices, for they {hall be men of my choofing
accordiingd1o my bun t. Under ihe care of thefe Pat-
tors you iall not be difappointed, for tbey sbeli feed you
il ih léill?u[(’(!“?‘(,' and undersianding.

What was th;. fituation of ancient Ifrael, 1s the na.
tural ataation of men in every age. They arc a feed of
evil Joers—cl; ndren~ o ure ¢ orrupters-—-dumg aftray,
freuking lies with thegmhearts and their mouths full of |
vebellion. Togather@® thefe wanderers, Jehovah has
authorifed his {ery ants to go iuto all the world, and
proc m m retiri: ve backsliding childicr, 1 wit! beal Jour
bacd:lid ,rrr il I’[fdé’ you f} {/ llll‘Oanh the ule of
this giacivus L.mluatmn men are, in ordinary cafes,

U ow‘-}t within the pale of the viiible Church. ‘Their

Liearts are conftrained by Jove to vield a ready obedr-
cnce to all God's commandments. T is not, however,
enoughrthat i=n be once rcf.. vimed, they mnuit be care-
fully watched s they mut have do .ly new ronihinent,
He, therefore, Weflos them with the uf o a ttanding
i3 onpes Ted b the roxt, gives o m

miiiloy—1le, as it
’ . P ; 7
Puastars accordiir to 05 Fonty, wlo sz/cuf thein wilh

kuosvicdoe and wnldersicnddn :
Thus apphving theil \‘::n‘.s to tiie fituation of the

Chuich incver; nre, we haliytnthe fequel of the dif-

cutlt by ~—.

I. Doferite the charder and the affice of Gofpel
Minifters— < Uhey are deferibed i the text as men ac-
cording to God's Locre, rud s mcn who shall feed the
C,{:“cb with /'zn'.'.'..'.fv pid e ain g

IL. Co.fder the agerey wivieh ; viiovan has in blef-
‘he Charch with ainsiters oF this deteripuion—J

ing
¢w1/ (y ’l-, v ):.1 Voatorz o,
Il whide with tome remarks upon the vl - which

Clmrcn:now:a to viake crtae dochrine o the texr
Oy
Goipdd wanatiters are 1a the texe #ited Las.ors or
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Shepberds. The name defcribes at once the duty of ths
miniiter, and th= difpofition of the people.  Itis tie du-
ty of a.paftor to watch over the flock—to defend them
from thole who would deltroy them, and to lead them
about to convenient and nourtfhing paltares. It 1s the
duty of the flock tobe of a gentle, ealy, teacnable difpo-
fition—to be harinlels,and at the faine timie ufcful.

The paltors who are promifed to the Church in the
text, ave {aid to be in the firlt p'ace, wen according to
God’s beart—uiat is, men of God’s cbociinz—incn of
God’s s formiing.

The fume fovereipm grace which pafled by fianing A
gels,and fixed upon the hunan race, makf*s a diltinction
among thefors of men. e dbois the former of cur bo-
dies, and the Father of our foirits fele®ts one man for
one thing and an ther man F'n' an Lo r. f’q/'orc [jbrm-
ed thee in the belly, (fivs Johoval, fpf’ Ling 1o tiie pro-
phet Je ren;mn ) /n/ re 1 formed thee [n Cihe belly, T
grew thee. and Gofyio thou camest fortl vut oftbe wo b,
I sanltified iloe, wad [ ordiined thee a propbet 1o the na-
sions.  Gothyway (fatd the Lord to Ananias, coneeru-
ing Sawr of Tavlus,) Gotdy way, &e. Alls ix. 15 and 16.
\Vh\ one mawis thas inthe puaipofe of Heaven, delign-
ed to the honarable ofice of an ambhadlder for (,hu(.--,
and othzrs by natuve cqlly worthy, and coual'y will
quatificd left, we cannot teld.  We retolve ail into -
vercigi goold pleature—creasg latlier, for so 08 sciied
ool i (/7 yosrobe flah not the patter fower cier the
([J\' 10" Mtk ‘/ the swe fieop g vessel wato Duiory ainl!
cuvther uzin o sh nor 2 Iiany chorvitable ears are of-
Cfended av dhete Ladih expraitous, our reply is, swee
refieat J'Cl'/'/)l't( re.

Jehovilyy who dses «ithings according to the counlel
of his own will, having thus 1< ked out thote who are
to cun' his ofTae to lh JEMIE n.! n r;!rc, he, mn the ufe of
ordinary means, s_r'md st for their tmprreint
trult. Heioa day nf bower miker them feed um lo:ce
oftrutli upon thiiv awa hearis—1u dilcovers to them
the great wickadnets of thuiv heartand e, =457 Lord
God (lays Jercmiah,) 1 canast speak, for I av a clild.
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Woe is me (lays Ifaiah,) for 1 am undone, for Iam a
man of unclean lips. Thas convinced of their weaknefs
thus convinced of their unworthinels, they are {weetly
and irrefiitibly drawn to place all their confidence in the
fulnefs of the new covenant. They remember tbat €od
bath chosen the foolish, &c. &e. 1 Cor. 1. 27 and 28.—
'T'heir enly boakting, then, isin Chrilt Jelus, who, of
God, is made to them wisdom and rigbtcousness, and
sanflification and redemption.

Thus renewed in the {pirit of their minds—with their
heart thus tormed according to God’s heart, thefe men
manifeft the reality of their change, by a life of faith up-
on the Son of God, by a converf{ation becomingthe Gof-
pel.  They renounce the hidden things of difhonefty,
ot walking in craftinels, nor handling the word of God
deceitfully; but by a manifeftation of the truth, th:y
commend themfelves to every man’s confcience, in the
fight of God. 'T'hey can appeal to Heaven—they can
call God and men to witnels, how holily, and juftky, and
unblameably they bechave themfelves, among thofe who
believe. Ia all their aftions, civil and religious, they
follow rightesufuefls, faith, charitv, peace with them
who call upon the Lord with a pure heart.  In bothpub-
lic and private life, they abound in every grace which
can adorn humanity, and recommend religion. Thus
much for the firft p-rv of the chara&er of thefe Paftors—
they are men according 16 God’s beart.

Thefe Paltors are in the next place, delcribedas men,
who shall feed the Church with knowledye and under-
standing. ‘This phrale intimates two things—that
thele men thallbe men of @ considerable cxtent of kiow-
ledge thenselves, and they that fhall have the faculty of
communicating that knswicdge, at such seasons, and in
such a manncr. as sball be for general edification.

1. [he phrafe wider confideration, intimatss *¢ that
thefe Paltors (hall be men of ¢ considerable exient of
knowledor themiclves.”

The Priet’s lips sbould keet buowledge, and the people
should ask the luw at Lissouih.,  Buthow thalla 2rielt’s
lips kesp that which he has uever goi? How fhall the
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people with any Tatisfattion, afk the law at the mouth of
a man, as ignorant as themf{elves? An ignorant, illite-
rate PUrielthood, is one of the greateflt curfes which has
ever befallen the Chriftian Church., When the blind
lead ihe blind, what can be.expected but that both fhall
fall into the ditch? ,

It is, indeed, a very popular deflrine among {ome
clafles of Chriltians, that a man is fufficiently qualifed
to preach the Golpel, though he has no more knowledge
than what they comprehend under the phrale * experi-
mentally knowing the truth, or experimentally feeling
the power of religion.” This, however, is a grand mif-
take, as held by fome clafles of profefied Chrigians, it ie
nothing elle than a doflrine of devils. It is in the firfk
place, veryhard to fay how little knowledge is confiltent
with a ftate of grace; or to fpeak in their own tile,
how little knowledge is comprehended under experimen-
tally feeling, or knowing the power of religion. Babes
and fucklings, idiots,and the deaf and the dumb, may, by
the power of grace, be conformed to God’s image ; bat
noman in his fenfes will fay, that any of thefe are quali-
fied for being Gofpel minifters, We alfo daily meet
with men who are arrived at the years of maturity, and
who have all their bodily organs in perfeflion; and of
the reality of whofe grace we cannot have the fmalleft
doubt—who, neverthelefs, on account of fome negleét
in the cnltivation of their minds while young, or on ac.
count of fome innate weaknef{s in their mental pow.
ers, have, in fat, very little ‘knowledge of -either one
kind or another. Are men of this defcription,however
pioys, or however well difpofed, {ualified for feedimg
the Church with knowledge and underftandimg? Are
men, who fcarcely nnderﬁand the common rules of
arithmetic, and who can fcarcely fpeak two fentences
without offering violence to their mother tongue ? Are
men, thus ignorant, and thus flupid, qualified for being
preachers of the Gofpel 2 Common fenfe fhudders at the
thought. They may be good Chriftians, but, in the nd«
ture of things, they cannet be good preachers.
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But again. A man who is a paftor according to
Giod’s heart, is fet up for the defence of ibe Gospel.
It is, therefore, abioiute]) neceflary, that be be 1110-
roughlyacquainted with all which that Gefpel contains.
He mufll have a general and particular knowledge of all
the doCliines of revelation. He muft know cxalll
the mutval dependence and conneltion which exift be
twixt each of thefe doclrines.  He muft know by what
authority they are received—the particular nfe fou
which every oneof them isdefigned, and the beit man.
ner in which they maybe illuftrated anddefended. Nor1.,
it enough that e be merely acquainted with what is
truth. Inorder that he may be able to defend tuis
trath, he mult alfo be well acquainted with what ig
error. He mufthave a general knowledge of the vari-
ous herefies, which have at different times, and in dif-
ferant places, peftered the churchof Chrift. He muft
be .capable of deteCing error in whatever form it
makes its appearance. . He muft, by a knowledge of their
wiles and fubterfuges, be able to oppofe the cunning
craftinefs of thofe who lie in wait to dccewe, who pri-
vily brin | in damnable herefies. Nor is it fufficient
that he be well acquainted with all which are ufually
called religious matters. If he would be a fucceflsful
preacher he muft alfo know the WORLD. ‘That he
may be qualified for exhibiting the doctrines of the Gof-
pel to advantage, he muft be confiderably well acquain-
ted with the charadters of thofe to whom they arc tobe
held forth, He mult have a general acquaintance
with men and manners. He muft know the various
windings of the human heart. He muft know fomc.
thing of the nature and force of thofe paihons by which
men arc aftuated. He muft know what, in the ordina.
ry courfe of things, firengthens or curbs this or the o-
ther particular vice.

With fuch a fund of knowledze, the preacher fhall be
prepared forevery emergency. His quiver fhall be :tl—~
ways full of arrows, He Miall daily bring forth out ¢
his’ trcafures, things new and old. His lips fhall keer.
knowlcdge, not us a veflel which may foon be empt
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but as a living {pring, which has always plenty, and to
fpare.

2. Thephrafe in the text intimatcs, that the Pu.
ftors whom God fhall beftow upon the Chuarch, thall be
men whothall have the faculty of cowmunicating wbhat
knowledge they bave, at such seasons and in such man-
ner as shall be for general cdification.

It is not every one wlio has a fuflicient ftock o7 know-
ledge who is qualified for preaclking the Cvolpel. A man
may have a great deal of knowledge, und yet be other-
wile fo formed, by nature or habit, as te be but a very
ufelefs charatter. The world is nothing the better of
a gold mine while it ltes concealed in the bowels oi the
carth, He is only an unprofitable itcwuard who brings
forth nothing but gold and filver, and coftly apparel,
when the family are fet to tuble and are expecting meat
and drink. Equally unprofitable is that paltor who
keeps what knowlrdge he Fas within his own heart—or
wrho brings it forward at unfeafonable hours, orina
manner which is not calealated to edify. The paftor
defcribed in the text is one who (haill feod tbe peopie.
Agreeable to the Apoftle’s defeription fuch a one mutt
be ept to teach. A varicty of talents then, both natu.
ral and acquired are ablolutcly necetfury to conititute
fit preacher of the Gofpel. Our Goad never fent o
mcflage with any one to whom he dill not previoufly
give the frculty ol delivering 1t Once a dumib afs re-
proved the madnefs ¢f a prophet, but the fame power
vhich invefted the als with the anthority of a reprov.
e, alio endewed hiitn with human voice.  The Apol-
tes were commanded not to deparc from Jerufulem till
they recerved pzaer to be witneflus both in Jernfulew
and m all Judea, and in Samaria, andunto the vttermoft
parts of the earth. The defcent of the 1loly Ghoft 1
the day of Yenticoft thewed, that oreleading feature of
that power which they received, vras the fuculty of cone-
muiaicating the truths of the Gofpdi in an neelligible
and impreé’ive manner. Theinference whichwe ought
to draw from thefe falls, is plain. T'o conilitute a
preacher there mult be an esfy, agrecably, f~cinl difpa.
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fition. There muft be a readinefs and fluency of ex-
prefion, There mult be a dignity and majelty of
countenance. A workman without hands or arms—a
footman withnut feet or legs, are not greater folecims
than a preacher without more or lefs of oratorial pow-
ers.

Next to having a natural faculty for communicating
knowledge, a preacher muft have that wifdom, that pru-
dence which difcern beth time and judgment. He
mult be wife as a ferpent and know at what feafons
fuch and fuch truths will be beautiful and ufeful.—
‘Thofe truths which wouldbe extremely proper and ufe-
ful, were they delivered at one time, would be highly im.
proper, and mx many cafes very hurtful were they deli-
vered at another. Our Lord himfelf, who had the
tongue of the learned, and who fpake as never man
Ipake ; comwunicated inftrution to his:difciples only
as they wereableto bearit. The Apoftle adninifler-
ed milk for babes, and ftrong meat for thofe who were
ol full age. e charges his fon Timothy to ftudy to
fiew himfelf a workinan who needethnot to be atham.
e}, rightly dividing the word of truth, A word {pok-
en in due feafon, how good is it! Nor is the tipe or
feafon the only thing which requires fagacity. Much
of the effe& of an exhortation or reproof depends upon
the manner in which it is communicated. A preacher
may deliver to an audience a great deal of truth, and a
great deal of truth very fuitable to their particular
fituation, and yet by not attending to fome little cir-
cumftances, only beat the air. ‘I'he great Apoftle of
the Gentiles was crafty, and caught men with guile,
He became all things to all men. To imitate his ex-
ample in this, no certain rule can be given—A preach-
er muft, in this cafe, juft act as prudence and former ex-
perience fuggel.  The tempers, paflivns, aud dif-
pofitions of men, are as various as their faces. To
communicate inftruttion fo asto fuit every one of thefe,
requires an art fomething more than human. The
words of thofe who have this art are as apples of gold
in piCures of filver. And, marcover,because the Preach-
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1 was wise, be still tanght the people knowledyre ; yea®
F Lo gave prood beed, and sought out, and set inorder many
L irgverds. 1he preacher soughi to find out acceprable
buiords o and that which was written was upright, even

words of truth.  The words of the wise are us goads, and
sas nails fastenel by the masters of assemblies, which gre
'wiven frem one Shepberd. Eecllxil g—11.
. Thus we have fhortly delineated the charalter, and
‘the oftice of thole Paltors which in the text ave promifed
cto the Churche They are men according to God’s beart
“and they are men who shall feed the Courch with Anow-
iledge and understanding. It {ollows that we now,

-~ IL. Confiler the agency of Jehevah in beftowing this
Jineltimable blefling, [l WILL GIVi you Paftors,
f 'The care of Jehovalyis over all his works, for his
sKingdom ruleth over all. HMis providential care, is,
jowever, exercifed in a peculiar manner over his
{Church. 1, tbe Lord, (favs he) do keep ity I will wa-
Jier it every momens, lest any should bure it ; I will
heep it night and duy.  The canon of the Scripture be-
ing now completed, he does not by any extraordinary
rcvelation, raife up Paftors us he did in the dayvs of Je-
Yremiali and Paul, but his working in this matter, s flill
as real and as eflicacious as ever. He {lill continues &y
an agcncy pecwliar to bimself, io give bis Church Pas-
tors according to bis beart, wbho shall feed men with
knowledge and understandingz. ‘Three particulars fhall
{ufficiently explain all which is neceffary to be faid on
this part of the fubjeét:

1. God, in a manner peculiar to himfelf, difpofcs
fuch and fuch perfons to devote themfelves to his fer-
vice, in the Gofpel of his Son.

Remarkable is. the wifdom which is difplayed in
God’s moral government of the worla.  All are notin-
iclined to fellow one profefion. Almoflt every indivi-
dual of the human race, is from his earlieft years, by
fomething of a natural inltin&, difpofed to follow oune
thing in preference to another. This wifdom isin a
peculiar, a very remarkable manner difplayed,in God's

graifing up paftars for the Church, The hiftory of the-

i
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Church abounds with inftances of thofe who were after-
wards diltinguiithed in the Gofisel, being in early life,
by fome unaccountable 1mpun[. ) dniim «d to devote
themfelves to the work of the miniltry ; and this too,
in direCt oppofition to the gencrtl with of all their
friends,andto all the ﬂatterm'r profpelts ofadvancement
and aggrandiz:ment in the wmld. VWhen it pleafed
Godl to reveal his Son in them, im:ncdiqtcl) they con-
fcrred not with flath and blocl.  Eufe, profpcr.ty
and the molt flattering profpefls in any mhel tine of life,
could afford them no iauqflimn. ~If, for a moment,
they endeavoured to give over the romantic thought
and feek employment-in any other which couId be eafier
attained, immediately peace and happinefs forfook them,
A certain kind of uneaﬁnefs of which they cumdnge 1no
account, filled their mind. ~ Thus harafled by vexatious
thoughta on one hand, and {weetly drawn by the cords
oflove on the other, they have at lait devoted in the
mioft folemnn manner all the:r time, and all their talente,
and their whole life to the itudy of divine things. They
have thus thrown up all and followed Jelus, firmly be-
fteving that in due time, he would remove every difi-
ratty, andufethem as polified Mafts in his cuiver,

The fame wile God, 11 the ordinary courfe of his
provilence, fo arranges circunutances, that thofe per-
fons who have thus, through grace, devoted themfilves
to his {ervice, are, in due time, fully prepared for en-
tering upon that great work, Tt is remarkable how the
arm of the Lord has beea revealed in cifes innumera-
ble,in thisftage. @I this tage, worm Jac b has threthed
the mountains.  Jehovah bz made walle mountains
end hilis, and dvied vp al! theie heebs. He Lins made
rivers i1lands, and dried up the nosls, Youths who
havedevoted themfelves to the ftudy of divine things,
in the moft untavoursble circamitances, have in a thou-
fand inltances been provided tor, fupnorted, and
carried through 1 a 'manner no-body knews how.—
‘The abje@ poverty of purenrs who werewell difpofed —
the fteady andinveterate opponiton of otherpaxents who
werein g()ud cirough cire umitasices —ths being ruiledin

v~
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places almoft deftitute of the means of improvement ;
all thefe things and a thoufand other fuch things have
{tood in the way, and through all they have pafled.
'The governor of the nations only faid the word, and
{riends were raifed up where they were little expeéted.
'He who has all at his difpofal only gave the commiffion,
and every thing which was neceflary, was previded.
Our God is wonderful in counfel, and excellent in work-
ing. He brings order out of confufien, and light out of
darknefs. We obferve, |
3. That the Grd who has all along watched over
thole cholen ones; at luft bitngs them forthinto the
world, and fixes them ina {pherc of extenfive ulefuinefs.
Not one good thing fhall fail of all which hath been pro-
nifed. 'I'he holy refolutions which were of his infpir-
ng are not to be loft. - {'he talcuts, rutural and ac-
juired, which he hath beftowed, are not to lie hid in a
vapkin. Infinite wifdom thall in the ordinary courfe of
iis providence, allually give unto the Churchthofe paf-
ors which he hath for years been preparing. He chufes
ut for us the lot of ourinkeritance. Heknows exaétl
vhat dilpcfition, and what talents will fuit this or
he other part of the church. He marks out for us the
cunds of our habitation. Oppofite interefls, oppofite
nclinations, oppcfite 1efolutions and workings, are all
nade to harmonife in forming the moft important focial
elation upon earth.  Men frequently think one way.
>od in his providence orders another. He hath
he hearts of men, both faints and finners at his com-
nand. He hath all circumftances under his controul.
de holds the reins of government in his hand, and
1e dilpofes of individuals, and of ccllelive bodies,
as fecmeth good. The iflue, however gloomy the be-
ginning, fhews itfelf to be the arrangement of infinite
ifdom. That, and that only bath happeaned, which,
nder all circumftances, would have been for the good
f all concerned. This alfo cometh forth from the
Lord of Holts, who 1s wonderful in council, and whofe
ays are paft finding out.
Thus, brethren, we have fhortly delineated to you,
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the charuzfler and the office of gofpel minilters, and have
allo fet before you the peculiar agency which Jehovah |
hathin beftowing fuch miniftersupon the Cburch, Asthe
Gud of providence, he makes all things {ubfervient to
his work of grace. He difpofes the minds of particular
men. He makes bare his arm and removes dificulties
He arranges a great many little circumftances, fo that
in the end, thofe men are atually given to the Church
—fixed in fpheres of extenfive ufefulnefs. In all
thofe different ftages of working, there are a great va.
riety of circumfiances conrefted, and disjoined and §
over-ruled, fo that all are made to harmonize in pro-
moting one end, He who knows the end from the be-
ginnirg, thus arranges, and thus works. He is thus
gradually preparing, and gradually fending forth, and
gradually fixing in Lis Church, paftors according
to his heart, who {hall feed his people with knowledge
and underftanding—O the exceedingriches of his grace!
O the tender care of the chief Shepherd of fouls!

It oniy remains that we now conclude with fome
remarks upon the improvement which Churches
ought to make of the doftrine contained in the text—
And,

1. The doftrine which we have now confidered,
teaches us where Churches ought to apply for a daily
fupply of Gofpel Minifters=—Why itis to him who hath
all power in Heaven and in earth; to him who hath re-
ceived gifts for men, even for the rebellious, that God
the Lord may dwell among them; to him who gives
unto fome, Apoftles,and to fome, Prophets,and to fome,
Evangelifts, and to fome, Paftors and Teachers.

The other ordinary outward means are indeed to be
ufed, but the first step to be taken in obtaining a Gofpel
minifter, is to afk him from the head of the Church. Till
thisis done, we cannot expet but that God will blaft
all other means ; or if we really are fuccefsful in ob-
taining .the objeCt of our wifh, it fhall Le given as a
curse wuftead of a blessing. It fhall be beltowed as God
beftowed a King upon lirael in the days of old: Given
in Lis anger, and taken away inhis wrath,
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Confider, brethren, the free accels whivh you haveat

all times to the throne of grace. IHis ear s always
open,  Heis daily faving, afk and ye fhall reccive, feck
f and ye Mall find,  If auy man lack wxfdom let him
atk itof God. Leet us then, in this cafe, and in every
other cafe, come with bolduess with Jrequency and fer-
vor tn the thronc of grace, that we may obtain mercy,
and fiud grace to help us inevery time of need.

Confider 1n the ncxt place, the great importance of
that blefling ot which youa ftandin need. You wantone
who is to break the bread of life te you—It is one who
is to be in God’s ftead. Yho is,as 1t were,to ftand be-
twixt you and Heaven—who is to watch over your
fouls—who is, under God, to have the charge of your
moft important, yvour cte srnal interelts. Surely a thirg
upon which your h pinefs or mifery fo much depends,
is worthy of being nade the matter of frequent and fer-
vent prayer.

Conlider again, the peculiar encouragement which
you have, to make this particular requeft. This 1s a
thing of which Jehoval loves to be put in remembrance.
The beftowing of palters upon his Church, is one of
thofe thiugs, to which every other difpenfation of his
providence is made fubfervient. Repeat the promife
in the text again and again. Ufe in this matter holy
Loldnefs—Urge that promife which the departing Sa-
viour gave tn his difciples—that the fpirit in his influ-
ence fliould d:{cend and blefs the Church always witha
ftanding winiftry. Take with you words, and fay unto
him * truly O Lerd, Chrift has died in vain—all which
hath been doue for the faulvation of finners, 1s in vain, nf
there are not men raifed up to proclaim the glad news.’

In ﬁne—conﬁder, in this cafe, the peculiar fweelnef:
there is in the enjoyment of a thing which is obtained
as a return of prayer. Prayer,brethren, is not only the
appointed mean for bringing unto us this er the other
enjoyment, but it alfo, in bringing the thing requefted,
brings along with it a peculiar kind of fweetnefs. —
When we arein the habit of acknowledging the Lord in

D
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every ftep which we tak2 in feeking after, or obtain.
ing this or thie other blefling, we arein a cendition fo
obfervingz a great many fignai anterpolitinns of Provi.
dence, which otherwife would have paffed unuoticed
Efau’s face when {een, as a rcturn of prayer, 13 beauti-
ful as an Angel of God.

as a blefling—If they woulld as Ghriftians, ufe the privi.
lege which they have, at a throne of grace. If they
would with to be duly imprefled with the importance of
this blefling—If they would talk with God upon a fub-
ject in which he delights—If in the end they would ob-
tain their objeé and a peculiar {weetnels along with it
—If they would have all thefle things, in this manner
let them on fuch occafions abound in the exercife o!
lively, importunate prayer.

2. ‘The fubjet which we have confidered, teachcs
Churches how they ought to proceed in chufing, orlook
ing out for a paftor. The text tells us, that the paftor.
of God’s fending, are men according to bis own beart,
and men who are capable of feeding people with know-
ledge and understanding. ell, then, Churches ought
never to confider a man as fent them by God, unlefs he
comes up in fome meafure to this charatter—Chriftian:
are not to imagine that every one who is dignified with
the name of a preacher, ats by virtue of a commifhion
from Heaven—Nor are they to imagine that every
preacher whom they may feeor hear, isone who will fuit
them. There are quacks in divinity as well as in me-
dicine-——Beloved, believe not every Spirit, bus try the
Spirits., He who als as an ambaflador for Chrift, has
upon him an holy anointing, which carries conviétion tc
every one who hathhis fenfes exercifed todifcern be-
twixt good and evil.

That Churches may know when a man is fent them
of God, their attending to the advice of the town clerk
of Ephefus, would be exceeding proper. It {was this
man’s advice to do nothing rasb/ly—And by not atten-
ding to this good falutary advice, many evils in collec-
tive bodies are to be attributed. In the government

TNIPY Ao SN L
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and difcipline of our Church, it belongs to Church
courts alone, to fay what manis At to preach the gofpel
—and in ufing this their right, our courts procced with
the greatelt caution. They lay hands suddenly upon
no man. DBut the proneuncing a man fit to preach the
gofpel, and the proneuncing a man fit for fuch a parti-
cular charge, are two diftinét things, and things which
 oughtin no cafe to be confounded. The former belongs
exclusively to our courts, the latter is the sacred right
of the people at large. Whenever, then people re-
ivive to call the very firft man they may hear, or to call
wny man, till they are pretty well acquainted with il
about him, they tamely give up their rights, and lay a
foundation for very great abufes. 'There is a great
deal more to be known about a preacher, than how he
acquits himfelf in the pulpit. Thofe talents and thole
difpofitions which would fuit one place: exceedingly
well, would be extremely hurtful in ancther. Itis
+aly a man among a thoufand who has the happy art of
fuiting him{elf foas to beeminently ufeful inevery place.
If people then, would have a man to f{fuit them,
fo as to feed them with knowledge and underftanding,
they muft allow themfelves time. 1In patience they
muft poffefs their fouls—~Prudence and Chriftian faga-
eity muft be exercifed.

Next to the being rath in fixing upon an objelt, it is
dangerous for a minority, or even a confiderable majori-
ty in a fociety, to infilt upon a fettlement, in oppolition
to the judgment of the reft of the members. Itisin
vain, brethren, to expeét any thing, and far more vain
‘o expe€t a thing of {uch importance as a gofpel min.
iftry, till God’s time.. It is only in the way of ourduty
that we can expect to be happy, either as individuals,
or as a body. It is the ftatute law of the king of the
Church, that paftors fhall be chofen by the open vote
of the people at large. As long, then, as the head of
the Church has not given to the people one mind, we
* reafonably conclude that it is not his time to beftow up-
v on that people a pastor. We have already in the doc-
trinal part of this difcourfe, feen how the God of Pro-
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vidence makes oppolite interefts, and oppofite inclina-
tions harmonife in forming the paftoral relations. Let
us then jult belicve the doctrine, and reflt affured that
in every cafe our duty fhall be made clear to us in
the ufe of ordinary means. Time may be long in our
account, but let us remember, that one day is with
the Lord as a thoufund vears, and a thoufand years as
oneday. Yeta very little, little while and he whois to
coine fhall come, 202 will not tarry. In the mean time
let us glorify our (>od, by tha exercife of the noble,
heart-ch:cving graces of patience, refignation, and for-
titude. In the woft defolate fitnation, it is juft enough
for a belicver to know, that heis exaétly in that fitua-
tion, which infinite wifdom, and infinite goodnefs pro-
nounce be:l.

Latliv, {he doltrine which we have confidered,
prefents a fu-c ground of confidence to the Church in
every fituati .n. Why, brethren, the faithfulnefls of
Jebovah—thc faithfulnefs of him who cannot lie, is
here pledged o fecure unto the Church a regular fuc-
ceflion og ufeiul paftors. God is not a man that ke
fhiould lie, no: the fon of man that he {bould repent.
He has been f.ulhlling the promife in the text for up-
wards of two thoufand years. In this promife our fa-
thers, and brethren in different ages, and in different
parts of the 'vorld have trufted, and in trulting they
were not put to fhame. They found him faithful who
had promifed. ‘The author of the promife continues
ftill the unchangeable God—-He is at tlis very day and
hour manifefting himfelf to be faithful. He is in the
various parts of the world raifing, and fending forth, and
fixing in his Church workmen who need not be athamed
~~workmen who rightly divide the word of truth and
give every man his portion. Lect us then, dearly be-
loved, be partakers of the fame faith, and fhew our-
felves heirs to the fame promife—Reft affured that the
head of the Church knows, and is providirg for your
every fituation. Say, brethren, who it was, who eight
or ten years ago firlt formed in you the refolution of
affociating together in a Church capacity— Say, breth~
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ren, who i* was, who has hitherto watched over vou in
your days of weaknefs and forrow—Was it not Jeho-
vah Jefus the fhepherd, and the bithop of your fouls?
And can you fuppole that the fame wifdom which firft
formed you—the fame goodnefs which hath hitherto che-
rithed you, did not at as early a period begin to provide
for you a paftor ! Have you any reafon to believe that
he hath dealt worfe with youthan withother Churches?.
No, brethren, our Lordis notflack to his promife as fome
men count flacknefs—The moft diftant parts of the uni-
verfe fhall meet before one Church of God’s planting
sball perish for want of a paltor. The revolutions of
Europe fhall waft the meflengers of peace to the free-
men of Columbia—The Tay and the Tweed fhall ex-
tend their ftreams, and fhall water the banks of the
Ohio and Cumberland. Let us, then, lay up the words
‘of the text deep in our hearts—Let us make them fre-

quently the fubje& of our meditation—our fong in the
 houfe of our pilgrimage—and fo in due time we fhall
find that not one good thing hath failed of all that the
Lord hath fpoken.

And now, bretbren, I commend you to God, and to thbe
word of grace, which is able to build you up, and ta give

you an inkeritance among ail them wbo are sanétified—
Amen.

FINIS.





