/‘Ta Rea?

’\, tag Y . H E R %
’ r ’ ' I : J

. 2}
' BETWEEN THE
[} e .
:
‘ : Proresstony made by the AssociaTE PrREsBY-
% -
7 TeRY of PENNSYLVANIA,®
v

AND

%’-’f
¥ 7 e
o v,

s

T'hat made by the Assoc1ATE REFORMED

; T SyNoD, _._
Preve all things : hold faft that awhich is grod. ;

TPurss. v. 21.

PHILADELPRIA:

f Printed and fold by Joun M‘Cvrrocu, in Third-fircet, 3 |
third Door above Market-firest. K

M.DCC.LEXX.IS,




— AR

PR EFACE.

A Very grivocus cemplaint is made by the Com-

mittee of the sffeciate Reformed Synod, con-
cerning the abufe of their friendfbip, gentlenefs,
lenity, and forbearance®. How good and kind thefe
gentlemen in former times were, the writer of the
~following fheets fball rot take upon him to deter-
mine. But ever fince be came to this country, he
can anfwer for himfelf and bis brethren, that they
Stand in no debt to the good will of the Affociate
Reformed Synod. He is little acquainted with any

of that party, and connecled by the ties of friendfbip
with none of them. He would, bowever, be forry

20 give them any yuft caufe of forfeiting a right to
the charaller they give themfelves. Only be takes
the liberty of freely declaring his adberence to
the Secefficn caufe, and bis objections to the Con-
Slitution and procedure of their Synod ; and if they
are dilpleafed at this, there is no belp for it. To
be filent when the truth is injured might pleafe
men, but weuld not be right in the fight of God.
By bim every man’s work fball be tried, and the

day of bis righteous fjudgment fhall declare of
wbhat fort it is.

* Sce a pamphlet bearing this title, ¢ 4 Drasght of
¢ an Overtare prepared and publifbed By a Committee of
¢ the Affsciate Reformed Symod,”’ &c.
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Points of Difference, &ec.

F fome can fee no difference between us and
the Affociate Reformed Synod, this is eafily

to be accounted for. The matters of God are
little and unworthy of notice to men who mind
earthly things only. In what refpeéls the pre-
fent life n.any are quick-fighted, who cannot
diftinguifh between good and evil according to
the divine law. A fmall variation in the leaft
article of a civil conftitution they can foon dif-

cern ; and if they think the change is for the, _

worle, they can predi its pernicious and laft
ing effe®s ; how it will make way for other

alterations, and in the end deftroy our ¢civil W

liberties. To withftand fuch a change is, with §
them, integrity, fortitude, duty, and ftedfaft--
nefs, worthy of praife. The neateralift in a ?
political controverly is defpifed, as a ufelels

member of fociety, as a coward who hid his
head in time of danger, or as a man fo fetfilh
that he will hazard nothing-for the comman
good. Very often he is fulpe@ted, notwith-
'ganding his profeflien of indifference, as ean-
ing to the wrong fide. Plainnels, in any caufe
olg his kind, is reckoned hopelty; warmnefs

fles for a seal becoming the importadce of
.the fobje@ :- to oppofe even Ba fmall innovation
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6 Points of Difference betwixt the Afféciate

is affirmed to be no more than a commendable
inflexibility ; as a little ground loft in the be-
ginning of the day, may be the occafion of our
being driven quite out of the field ere night.
Such is the wif{dom of men, and fuch is their
way, in worldly things, in things which engage
their attention, and in things which they con-
fider as interefting to themfelves and to their
pofterity. But the reverfe of all this, in what
concerns religion, is highly approved ; and
never more approved any where than in this
country. According to the greater part, we
ought to be very zealous about forms and
‘modes of civil government ; ~but indiffereat
.about the dilcipline and government of the
Lord’s houfe. To be hot in defence of a po-
litical queftion is virtue ; but if we are in any
degree like the prophet, very jealous for the
® Lard God of hofts, we may expe& fome fuch
challenge as Ahab gave to him, Art thou be
that troubleth Ifrael? In matters concerning our
civil rights and liberties, we muft be immove-
able as a rock; but earneftly to contend for
“the faith once delivered to the faints, is bigot-
.2y, the effe& of prejudice, the infallible fign
,g 3 weak, a narrow, and an unenlightened
“mind. The leaft iota of politics we need not
"be_afiamed to contend about,—men reputed
great, and wife, and good, are in this refpe an
“example to us; but thefe which are counted
the Jefler articles of God’s Jaw, we muft re-
_gard as trifles, as fubje@s of .comtroverfy only
among the weak and foolith. If dpinions in-
‘jurious to the public interefts of the.country
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Prefbytery, and Affociate Reformed Synod. 'y

Bre like to gain ground, it is a crime to be
auiet, we muit refolutely oppofe thefe political
iherefies ; if we are blamed for this, the anfwer
s ready, viz. that we enjoy the liberty of de-
laring our fentiments, a& from upright prin-
dkiples, and care little what refleCtions are caft
#on us for attending, as good citizens to our
M duty : but if in this manner we teltify our ab-
#l horrence of opinions which we confider as in-
W jurious to the interefts ot the kingdom of our
% Lord Jefus Chriit, and warn others againit
g them, there is no excufe for us; we are led’
‘3 by a party {pirit, are uncharitable toward other
i people, and guilty of an offence which cannot
be removed but by retraling what we have
faid. If we appeal to former times, when our
A fathers judged otherwife, we fhall be told of
J their blindnefs, their narrow {pirit, and hear
‘W the fuperior light of this age extolled. But
@ the true ftate of matters is, that in fpiritual
things the moft part of this generation fee very-
g dimly, or not at all. The whole of our Chrif-
fl tian profeflion is a very light thing to them;
f and differences which may happen about the
Y manner of ftating it, or about particular articles:
B ot it, feem fo fmall to them as to be almoft
| impereeptible.

As to the diference between us and the Af-
fociate Reformed Synod, it is plain enough to
all who ferioufly defiring information, com-
pare the profeflion made by them in their
Conftitution, with that made by us in our De-.
claration and Teftimony. The following are:
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the mcft interefting, though not the enly quef-

tions in which we and they are manifeftly far
from being agreed:

I. We receive the Weflminfter Confeflion
without any referve, as the Confeflion of our
Faith ; only explaining more fully than it does
the fpiritual nature of Chrift’s kingdom, which
leaves civil magiftrates no right to impofe by
pains and penalties, fuch a profeflion of reli-
gion as they think beft, on mens confciences.

The Affociate Reformed Synod fpeak fo du-
bioufly about this Confeffion, that we do not
know what they mean. Let the firft article of
their Conftitution fpeak for itfelf. It contains
the whole profefion of that body concerning
their belief of the Scriptures, their adherence
to the Confeflion, and other matters mention-
ed in it.——*¢ It is the refolution of this Sy-
¥ ¢ nod to perfevere in adhering to the fyftem

¢ of truth laid down in the l-gloly Scriptures,
¢ and exhibited in the Confeffion of Faith, and
¢ Catechifms larger and fhorter; and to the
¢ fundamental principles of gofpel worthip,
‘¢ and ecclefiaftici! government held forth 1n
‘¢ the Dire@ory for Public Worfhip, and the
¢ Form of Prefbyterian Church Government,
"¢ agreed upon by the Aflembly of Divines at
¢ Weltminfter, with the affiftance of commif-
* fioners from the church of Scotland.

¢ This declaration does not, however, ex-
‘ tend to the following fe&ions of the Con-
. feflion of Faith, which define the powers of
“ Civil Government in relation to religion,
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viz. Chap. xx. fet. 4. Chap. xxiii. fect. 3.
Chap. xxxi. fect. 2. Thefe fetions are re-
ferved for a eandid difcuthon on fome fu-
ture occafion, as God may be pleafed to di-
ret. Nor is it to be conftrued as a refig-
nation of their right to adjult the circum-
ftances of public worfhip, and ecclefiaftical
policy, to the fituation in which Divine Preo-
vidence may place us. Ail the members of
Synod, in the mean time, acknowledge that
they are under the moft facred obligations
to avoid wnneceflary criticifms, on any of
thefe excellent treatifes,” which would have
a native tendency to weaken their attach-
ment to the truths therein contained.

‘“ If any of the members of Synod fhail con-
ceive any {cruple or 1cruples, at any article
or articles of the Confeflion of Faith, Cate-
chifms, DireQory for Worthip, or Form of
Prefbvterian Government; or fhall think
they have fufficient reafons to make objeéti-
ons thereto, they thall have full hberty to
communicate their fcruples or objections to
their brethren, who fhall confider them with
impartiality, meeknefs, and patience, and
endeavour to remove them by ealm dil"gaf-
fionate reafoning : No kind of eenfure fhalt

be infliced i cafes of this nature, tiH this

Christian procefs fthall be fairly tried; un«
lefs thofe fcrupling or obje&mg brethren
fhall difturb the peace of the church, by
publithing: their .opinions te: the - people,

¢ or .urging them in' {udlca(ones'w't‘; nfimu

ing and fchifmatical zeal.”:: .= .7
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According to this language, the firft ever
that Synod uttered, oppofition to this or that
part of our Confeﬂion, may be reconciled with
an approbation of their Conftitution. It for-
bids unneceflary criticilms only ; and who ever
found fault with any thing of that kind, who
did not, at the fame time, affirm his own cri-
ticiims to be bigkly expedient. No fcruple at
any article of the Confeflion, was it even the
fame with that of Profeflor Simpfon, who de-
nied the divinity of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 1s
deemed worthy of immediate cenfure. Yet
we know that the Synod bave lately afhrmed
the expediency of immediate cenfure in ano-
ther cale, which they pretended came under
the cognizance of a Prefbytery belonging te
them ; though the matter was in itfelf no other
than a refuﬁng to relinquifh the feceflion caufe,
and join with them. }he article of their Con-
ftitution jult now. mentioned, leaves it alfo
doubtful whether they wil cenfure obje&ors
to the Confeflion of Faith at all, if they ma-
nage their objeltions with dccency, and kecp
them a fecret from the people.

It would be meore honeft, if the Affociate
Reformed Syaod recken any part of the Con-
feflion not agreeable to the word of God, to
sell us fo. Neither we nor they need be atham-
ed to acknowledge whatever we may at any
time find to be amifs or defe@ive in our pro-
feffion of the faith ; and ia confequence of
feeing our mil&e, to makethis profeflion
more agreeable to the fupreme and tht unerrs

ing flandard, the Word o of God, which Pro-
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te{tants unanimouily confefs to be the only rule
g of faith and praltice. According to it, the
4 Conteflion of our own faith is to be made; and
"W if we fird any thing in the latter repugnant to
N the former, we muft inftantly give it up, or
i we contradiét the firft principles of our holy
religion. But every one who makes an honeit
conteflion of his faith, muft vtterly difclaim all
appichenfion of any thing falfe or dubious in
it at the ime. He, as a witnels, afferts wi.at he
is perfuaded is truth, and confefles. what he be-
lieves to be the do&rine tangkt m the word of
God, wlich he is relclved, by divine aid, to
maintait: =il the days ot his lite,

Such befitation as that exprefled by the Af.
fociate Reformed Synod 2bout the Confeflion
of Faith, and fuch zallovaice as they feem wil.
ling to make forany ot tiicir nun:ber who may
obje& againft it, are very agreeable to the fpi.
rit of the times, and may redound to their cre-
dit with many; but nothing can be more ma-
nifeflly oppofite to the views of thole who be-
long to the Seceflion. 1he later confider fuch
hefitation, and fuch obje&ion to the Conieflion,
as a plain evidence of a feeret averfion to our
reformation principles, and as a forerunner of
avowed defe&ion from them. g

About fixty. or feventy: years ago, forne mi-
nilters belonging to the fynod of Uliter in Ire-
hnd, began to hefitate about the Confeflion
of Fsith ; they refuied to own.their adherence
to it, or would do fo onmly with fome referva-
tions, which -made their adherence to it noth.
g end-w jullify their saufe, much was faid
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about charity, candor, liberality of fentiment,
tendernefs to fuch as differed from us, and the
unreafonablenefs of requiring more of anyy can-
didate for the miniltry, than an acknowledg-
ment of the Scriptures to be the word of' God.
But what has the confequence been? 'The
bringing in of another golipel, and the deny-
ing of our Lord Jefus Chrift to be God over
all, blefled for ever. The New Light party,
as they are called, now prevail in that Synod ;
the little leaven having almoit leavened the
whole lump.

II. A diftinguithing chara&eriftic of the Se-
ceflion, as a body, and that which draws a
motft vifible line between themn and other Pref-
byterians in Britain and in America, is, theis
adherence to a Teltimony againft what they
account the errors and defeions of the prefent
time. As many of thefe have either taken place
fince the Weftminfter Confeflion was framed,
or bave aflumed a2 new colour of late years, a
more full and particular condemaation of them
was judged neceffary, than is exprefled in the
Confefion. The teutks aflerted in it are not
neglefted by making a new application of them
in a Teftimony agaiaft the oppofition sow. made
t&t&’ do@trine and order of the thurch of

 { . ) .o . .. .
. It is too manifeft, that in feveral Proteflang
churches,. the moft part_havwe quite ;departed
from the fpirit of that do@rine whick issffert~
ed in yicir ‘refpe@ive Confcfiang. o ]tkit‘hﬁ
fince thefd-were framed ;.. and. by the . help
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Ife colouring, opinions which have become
mmon and fathionable in our times, are re-
refented as eonfiltent with an adherence to
he faith profefled by our reforming anceftors;
hich are, notwithftanding, as oppofite to it
s darknefs is to lighr. Such deceitful alting
o any cafe is finful ; in the matters of God it
s exceedingly fo: and the Teftimony we
maintain is intended as a proteft againft it.
Our ftating the profeflion of our faith, fo
'as by it to condemn thofe errors and defec-
‘tions from: the right ways of the f.ord, which
are moft enfnaring in our own days, is neither
new nor unprecedented.—~When the Arians,
Pelagians, and other heretics troubled the
church in ancient times, their opinions were
exprefly condemned; not as if thefe bad not
been materially condemned by the profeffion
made in the church before, but it was judged
neceffary to make their contrariety to that pro-
feflion more evident, by a farther teftimony in
beh;if of the truth; and in a time ofdwavenng,
confufion, and danger, it was judged neceflary
to diftinguifh, fo far as the prel,en(:gﬂate admits,
who were on the Lord”s fide, faithful in his
caufe, and vatiant for the truth, and who were
sot.—The Proteftant churches meant no reflec-
dont_mg:e' pmtf:ﬁonof thed'f;itl;el;ﬂcintih&
iges Defore Antlelirift, nor did they relinqu
:g:a'ﬁc_ﬂt of the truth then ftated and defended
sgaink various adverfaries ; yet they did not
wmmm nthad:"tw ch iscall:; ge
oities Creed, or to on J
M of Nice, a fuoficient arge of their

~
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duty; this being neither a proper mark to

diftinguith them and the Antichriltian -fyna-
gogue, nor a proper teltimony in behalf of fuch
articles of divine truth, as were in their day
molt violently denied, oppofed, and perfecut-
ed. Therefore, as the Lord ¢alled them and
gave them ftrength, in one nation after ano-
ther, our Protefltant ancefltors made a confef-
fion of their faith, in which they held forth,
aflerted, and vindicated the truth of the gofpel
more exprefly againft the abominations of the
church of Rome.—The Aflembly at Weltmin-

fter judged a more full and particular confef-

fion, as to various articles refpecting the doc-
trine, worfhip, difcipline, and government of
the Lord’s houfe, neceflary in their time. They
did not depart in any wife from the truth re-

ceived and profefled in the churches of Britain

at the reformation ; but feeing many new ad-
verfaries rifing up againlt it, they framed the
confeffion of their faith, fo as to “nake it a ftill
more exprefs teftimony againft them than it
was before. They endeavoured indeed to take
away fome corruptions, the remains of Anti-
chrift ; but they injured not the truth fet forth
in any former confeflion, by their having made
a new one more fuitable to the circumftances
in which they were placed, and more direéily
ftated againft the errors of their own day.~~The
Synod of Dort agreed on certain ariicles (or
canons, as they were called) as a feafonable and
neceffary teftimony in bebalf of thofe truths
injured by the Arminian party, whofe errors
were at that time threatening the.ruin of the
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eformed church in the United Provinces. That
nod was then, and has been fince much de-
famed, on account of that glorious caufe in de-
¥ence of which they atted ; afferting and vindi-
ating the do@rine of free grace, in oppofition
o the Pciagian herefy, revived and drefled in
omewhat fairer colours by the Arminians: But
whoever appears on the Lord’s fide in a time
of backfliding, and appofes pernicious hereftes,
will bear no good name in this evil world.
That fynod did not injure the doétrines expref-
fed in their Confeffion, by applying it in this
manner, againft the errors that were then
fpreading like a peftilence through their coun-
try. The real caufe of hatred to them was their
ftedfaltnefs, their holding faft that which they
had received ; but to render them odious they
were reprefented as chargeable with innova-
tion, as rigid and uncharitable, as guilty of
deftroying the peace of the reformed churches,
and of laying new articles in the way of union
among Proteftants.

A fynod in Switzerland, in the latter part
of the laft century, in like manner, oppofed a
fcheme warmly e.poufcd:‘v fome eminent men
in the reformed church of Frince, who made
high profefions of moderation, and of willing-~
nefs to heal differences, but were evidently
leaning toward the Arminnan fide. The Con-
fent of Do&rine which was agreed on by that
fynod, and which was s teftimony: for the truth
sgainft thefe Freach Eatitudinariane, difpleafed
tu:; “Adherence to it was-for s time régquise
od oFfach &y vieré caliwd to'thw miniltry iathe
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churches of Switzerland and of Geneva: Bu
this was reprefented as an unneceflary addition
to the former Confeflion of thefe churches, andf
as an intolerable impofitian. Through the loud
cry made again(t it, and through the lukewarm}
fpirit of the times, it was negletted, and a
length in a2 manner forgot. But was this forf
the benefit of thefe churches? Verily no. The
moft part of their late writers, whofe work
have reached us, being no more like their re
forming anceftors,- than tin is like gold. Th
church of Geneva appears to be wholly Armi-§
nian; yea, according to late accounts, the mi
nifters of that city are fufpe&ed of inclining to
the Arian or Socinian blafphemies. How is
the faithfu! city become an harlot; it was full
of judgment, righteoulnefs lodged in it, but
-now murderers, who have deftroyed the flock.
Calvin, Beza, Diodati, and Francis Turrentine,
men who were not of the world, and who were
. for this caufe hated by it, are no more; and a
time-ferving generation fill their place.
One inftance more of this kind, though of §
-an older date than that now meationed, may
yet be adduced. The Thirty-nine Articles of
‘the church of England can never, by any fair
and equitable c Qion, be made to fpeak in
-favour of the Arminisn caufe; yet this herefy
-began to infe& fome of the Epifcopalian com-
-prynion in the reign of James I. The difciples
-of Arminius were however as fcarce, ot more
fo, at that time in Esgland, than the preachers
-of felvation by free gaste, through our Lord Je-
s Ghyift,dre inithis ag¢. Thalagibath articles
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rrying in them a ftrong condemnation of
rminiani{m, were framed by fome of the moft
inent prelates in that church; and it was
ropofed that an affent to them fhould alfo be
quired of fuch as were admitted to the mi-
iftry. This was oppofed, under the pretence
at it was unneceflary, feeing the Thirty-nine
rticles already received, were a fufficient
Ruard againft the Arminian errors. The
ould indeed be fo, if men were not either fo
lind, or fo deftitute of integrity, as to wreft
em exceedingly. But many (fome of whom
lled high ftations in that church) have per-
crted thefe articles to an Arminian fenfe, who
Prould never have attempted the expounding

he Lambeth articles in favour of opinions
hich they fo exprefly condemned. Had thefe
en adopted as a part of the Confeflion of the
hurch of England, they muft have bid defiance
o common fenfe who would have faid that its
Wlo&trine was Arminian. Many unreafonable,
¥ .nd many trifling things have been impofed in
> ¥/ihat church, to fecure the epifcopal dignity and
¥/ puthority; but fuch an acknowledgment of the
f.. 'ruth, as was neceflary to preferve the flock of
¢ Shrift from the contagion of error, was thought
a j 00 much. Men were zealous in what they
y { found affe@ted their worldly intereft ; but not
. | fo in the caufe of God. Every attempt which
hreatened to leflen the powér and revenue of
e prelates, bas been oppofed with firmnefs
ind refolution, often with much intemperate
zeal ; but thofe who fet themfelves to deny the
race, and -to diminith the glory of -our Res
C
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deemer, were applauded rather than cenfured.
Thus while the church of England, pleafed with
its own dcformmes, holds faft thofe remairs
of Popery in its government and worfhip,
which were the caule of much trouble to many,
who could neither in confcierce approve them,
nor yet have liberty to diffent from them,—it has
loft that purity of doétrire which was once its
g'ory; the Arminian herefy having almoft en~ -
-titely deftroyed that part of the Lord’s vine-
ard.

7 Thefe things being confidered, we will not
be found to have afted contrary to the doétrine
and praQice. of the church in former times, in
our endeavours to maintain a teftimony againfl
the backfliding fpirit of this age, againtt that
mamfell and mcreaﬁng defetion from the

fpel once received among us, by

.\ﬂnch dle cburc of Chrift hds been w.fled and

-

rpined, madc a prey to feducers, and a fcorn
to, qncmm, m our da s. We have been in fome
¢. Lord's direction, to go
orth by. thc footﬁcpo of his flock.

Wc are for our part fully fatished, that as

s noy, ftand, adhctence to the Weftmin-
n. is, not by itlelf alone fufficient
tm ‘between fuch as take part in the -
efion, and fuch u defire to with-
ft'lnd it. A prevailing pasty in the eftablithed
chprch of Scotlagd, have or favoured
?uous, errors, have condemned in fundry in-
the. truth, and have pervested the dif-

of the I.ord’s houfe exceqd m% while

theg fill; profefs an adherencs,
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er Confeflion: and others in this country,
ave in fomme fort owned it as the confeffion of
heir faith, while they either maintiin; or fuf-
er many in their communion to maintain,
spinions which to us appear quite contrary to
the fpirit and defign of that Confeflion, very
injurious to the cdufe of Chriit, and manifeftly
tending to promote that apoftacy, which thro’
grace we would defire to oppofe. Inftances
of this may be given when it 13 found necel-

fary.

{Io’w, the Affociate Reformed Syhod differ
o much from us here, that they have fairly
given up the principle ofi which the Secefli-
n was formed, and fill rémding diftinguith.-
ed from other Prelbytetidhs in Britain and
America. No fuch te ,iiiiéglz a8 tHat which we
naintdin, drd for the neceflity of whieli at thi
hﬂ we bléid, bclu’u%'l to the profeflion &

A

their teal ldtetition to cdtry with them A1
the judicial teftimonies agiitit defeftion
from the faith once delivered to the faints,
which have been emitted in tHe ?refent ige
by their brethren in Britdin, ds fat as thefe
tetimonies ferve to difplay the ttuth, afid
comport with the citelimftahces of our
church; and they will avail themfelves of
every call to bear a ‘Poin'ted tetimory againft
the errors and delufions which prevail in this
country.” Bt evety one inay fee, that this
the latiguage of men who would feem to fay
mething, and yet méan to fay nothiiig. TZe
eftimonies to which they mdy be fuppofed to

\

it fynod: They fay, (Atticle 1) « That it Is _

|
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refer, are in fundry inftances contrary to one
another ; and all contrary ta the Conftitution
of the Aflociate Reformed Synod. If tried by
the principles contained in it, they mutft fall
_together. But the framers of that Conftitution
feem to have been more intent to amufe people
with language, in found fomewhat like that
which they had been accultomed to hear,than to
make them underftand the rea/ intention of their
party. Has this fynod ever recommended all
or indeed any one of the teftimonies concern-
.ing which they fpeak, to the confideration of
the people under their infpetion; or given them
any proper rule to diftinguith between the gzood
and evil, which their Conftitution fuppofes to
be in them. It canmot be denied, as they were
.told on a former occafion, that they may ad-
here to the decrees of the council of Trent, in
.. the fame form of words. Some truths, and
" I important truths, are exprefled in the decifions
of that Popith aflembly, though compofed of
fworn and bloody enemies to the caufe of Jefus
Chrift. The worlt profeflion ever was made of
the Chriftian faith, difplays the truth fo far.
Upon the whole, no fuch teftimony as that
maintained by the Seceflion, either now is, or -
ever was maintained by the Affociate Reform.
ed Synod. In the paffage laft quoted from their -
Conlftitution, they feem in dubious language to .
propofe fomething of this kind. But either 3
that promife had no fuch meaning, or they have *
fince retralted it. Above fix years have paffed
away, and nothing is done in confequence of £
it: and lately 2 comnmittee of their number has .
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told us, that their fynod ¢¢ are afraid of pub.
[<¢ lifhing too many papers called Teftimonies;
% becaufe thefe may tend to turn away our at-
¢ tention from the holy Scriptures, and fix it
“ on human compofitions ; and they are con-
“ vinced that in this manner, all the trumpe-
¢ ry of the church of Rome was gradually in-
“ troduced. They therefore,”” add the com-
‘mittee, ‘¢ offer no other teftimony to their
¢ churches, than the Bible as explained in the
“ Confetlion of Faith.”” Some people in their
communion, not having as yet fully entered
into the fpirit and defign of the Conftitution,
have waited long for the pointed te/timony-they
‘were taught to expett; and at length they are
gratified with a fevere condemnation of papers _
called l'eftimonies.” The Seceffion has' bee
often accufed, but fcarcely ever with mare
lignity and mjufhce The committee who have
done fo, were all once of that denommauon,-'
and made the fame profeflion ws flill make. |
But the Teftimony they, at their ordumnon to &
the miniftry, folemnly engaged to mamtzin, )
pears now to them worfe than unncceﬂ'a
uch papers-as it, may tend to draw pe of;:xe 3
tention away from the Scnptures, and '
on human compofares.  * Aft ‘hdckneyed argu--
ment of the New Light pirty in Trel4nd, a &
of their Socidian brethren i E ‘glud dgufu
any other roféﬁon of thé faich-than this, That
¢ own th gﬁthe ‘word of God.
agai one kihd of d?t-
c
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Teftimonies. It needs only to be prefled a
little farther, and the Weflminfter Confeflion, -
which ftands not on very firm ground in the
Conftitution of the Affociate Reformed Synod, -
will give way alfo, and fall, as the Seceflion
_Teftimony has done, before it.

But the committee have not exprefled all.
their dread of Teftimonies, and difpleafure at
.the Seceflion, in this laft accufation. They
farther teil us, that their Synod ¢ are convine-
¢ ed that in this manner,” (viz. by publifhing
papers called Teftimonies) ¢ ali the trumpery -
¢ of the church of Rome was gradually intro-
¢ duced,” Aye, gentlemen! your conviGons
have been very ftrong as to the evil tendency of
the Seceflion Teftimony, before you renounced
it. After this, L hope no man will doubt. of
‘your repentance,. for ever having been among
the defenders of it. ‘T'he abominations of Po-

ry are fo very great, that whoever duly con-

" fiders them, can hardly forbear praying with

the church of England, in. good king Edward’s. -
days, From tbe tyranny of the bifbop of Rome,
and all bhis deteflable gnormities, deliver us. But
‘as to the manner in which thefe were intro- g
duced, this commitsee greatly err; and if they .
are acquainted with eccleGaftical hiftory, they .

muft have done fo. wilifully. The truth of |
the gofpel was forgotten. by the carelefs in an-
tiént times, as it is now; and few endeavour- *
ed to. revive the knawledge of ft. It was .
fighted and denied ;. and. tge Lotd’s witneffes

who afferted. it, were conftrained to feck an |
hiding place ia-the wildernefi. It was hated |
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by the greater part of men; and for this caufe
God fent them ftrong de:ufions, that they thouid
believe a lie. New additions were time after
time made to-the worfhip of God, that it might
be rendered more pleafing to the eye and to
the ear, till it was dreadtully corrupted. Many
Chriftian teachers borrowed too much both
from the opinions and cuftoms of the Pagans,
that they might the more eafily prevail on them
to become profeflors of Chriftianity. By de-
fo'ating wars, and-frequent overturningsamong
the nations, Jearning was almoft extinguifhed;
and the ignorance of the multitude made them
an eafy prey to fuch as were ever intent to im-.
pofe on their conf:iences, by fome new and lu-
crative fpecies of fuperftition ;; and the bif
hops of Rome took every adyantage which the‘
favour, the weaknels, or the contells of prin-
ces atany time gave them, to increafe their
own power. |

In this manner were the errors, blafphemies,
and bloody tenets of the church of Rome gra-
ually introduced ; not by fuch meafures as
hofe of the Seceffion have taken. Many fauls
tend the minifters and people of that com-
union ; yet the members of this committee,
ho were long acquainted with them, may, if
ey plcafe,-tefl the world, whether they found
em. negleQing the Scriptures through attach-
'ment to human compofitions, and difpofed.to
‘receive fuch opinions, and follow fuch. human
&lvi_fed modes of worfhip,..as thefe which pre-

il in-the charch of Rome; and if they have
found them guilty ea this head, they may nest
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s:ll us, if their neighbours, who, like the Affo-
ciate Reformed Synod, own no other teftimo-
ny than the Bible as explained in the Confel-
fion of Faith, are in general better acquainted
with the fcriptures, and more ftedfalt in their
adherence to the feveral articles of the Protef-
tant faith, as {tated againft the doftrine and
practice of the Papifts. ‘ :

Such a charge a--ainft us, as is infinuated in :
the words of this committee, ought to be well
fupported, or it wi'l be confidered as the ef-
fe& of ill will, the langiage of men, who hav-
ing changed fides, are difpofed to jultify them-
felves, by reprefenting the caufe and people
they deferted in the: moft ocious light. ‘the
“Affociate Reformed Synod acknowledge it to
be their duty, to treat pious people of other
denominations with grear attentisn and tender-
-meft 3 ‘but either this, like ‘'many other things

Jin their Conftitution, bas no meaning, or they
pwont allow that there are any pious people a-
‘mong us ; for that they treat us,. one and all,
with no great tendernefs, is abundantly evi-
dent. Let them, however, treat us with equi-
‘ty, and reférve their great tendernefi for others, §
-whio may,’ in their opirion, Better deferve it.
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. HI. The folemn dovenant engagements we
-are under to-cdntinue ftedfaft in our profeffion,
s anothet fabje of difference between us and ¢
she Allocinte Reformed Synod.. Wenever en-
tered into a covenaht which contained any
shing like an cath of ‘allegiance to- civil magi-
‘Rratey. ‘An-engsgoment of Kdetisy vo him who
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the Moft High over all the earth, King of
ings, and Lord of lords, can never become
oid, as it is impoffible we can ever go out of
is dominions. We therefore own ourlelves
to be as much bound, by oath and covenant,
to continue in adherence to the doctrine, wor-
thip, difcipline, and government of the Lord’s
Koufe, received among us, as ever our fathers
were, or as our brethren in Britain and Ireland
QoW are.

We ever elteemed covenants, partly of a ci-
vil, partly of a religious nature, (if allowable
tin fome peculiar cafes) to be quite improper
in our fituation. To live quietly and peaceably,
obeying the civil powers under whofe protec-
tion we are, in all their lawful commands, is
our duty, enjoined on us in the Lord’s word ; &
and we engage through to walk accord- Q-
ing to this rule. Therefore our covenant en- §

gements are a witnefls againft us, if we are
ound difobedient or feditious in our behaviour |
toward any government, eftablithed by the
oice or coug:nt of the people among whom
rz live. But a fwearing allegiance to a par-
icular government not requiring this of us,
ould bz as abfurd as it is uncommon.
The Jews at Rome gave Paul a ftrange ac-
count of the Chriitians of that age: 4s for
this fell, fay they, we know that it I every
bere [poken againfi.. However unlike we are
other refpe&s to thofe of whom they fpoke,
ere is a fimilarity in this particular. Becaule
e teftified againft fome things in the civil con-
itution of Great Britain, as injurious to the
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kingdom of Chrift, and refufed to fwear oaths
which carried in them_ an unlimired approbation
of it, we were frequently repre‘ented as inclin- -
ed to fedition under that government. Now
In America we are reprefented by the Affociate
Reformed Synod’s party, as fo much attached
to Britain, that we ought to be fupprefled.
This accufation is a'mott every where in their
‘mouth againft us. They ought hov ever to take
a little more heed how they fpeak. The charge
is very grievcus j and if it is malicious, it will -
hurt thofe that make it more than any other.
_The Affociate Reformed Synod are; we 4
doubt not, as mucH attached to the govers-
meént of this countty, as ahy othér denomina- |
tioh hete ; But as to fuch of them as ofice be- *
‘Jonged to the Seceflion; they would ot have *
‘Heen lefs faithful and good citizens, thotigh
ey had made thore conlcience of paying théir -
Fvows to God ;==the vows their fathers cime
© uhdet, and which they thémfelves hdve ofteh
dcknowledged as binding on them. .
As to thel® covénant obligations, the Affoci- -
‘dte Reformed Synod confider themfelves, as -
& church, free from any obligation by them.
They however fay, that they have ap affe@i-
oniate remembrance of them. This is:an emp-
ty compliment at taking farewel.  They may
‘have ;i{ affeCtionate remembrance of theé cove-
nant of frienidthip between Damon 4nd Pythias, .
tWo celebrated Pagans.~—~They mentioti them
as well intended engagements. Here their
laniguage is more eafily underftood than ufual.
They cautioufly avoid an approbation of them

o RN
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juit and lawful engagements. They make
e eud defigned to be the fupport of civil and
eligious liberty : as if our anceftors had only
ined in a lcacue, to dcefend the Iiberty of
aking a profidlion of any religion, which this
r that man among them might devife for
imfeif; and had not engaged to maiutain the
eformed relizion; as it was profeffcd by them,
nd as it has been tranfmitted to us.—They
dd, that they hold themielves bound by the
ivine authority, to practife all the mcral du.
ies contained in thefe covenants. If the Koran
ad been the fubje&, the language would be.
ilt proper. We nay tell the deluded votaries
f Mahomet, that we hold ourfelves bound by
e divine authority, to pralife all the moraj
uties contained in that impious and foolifh
ook, which the impoftor gave them to be a

ine authority, to pra&ife all the moral duties

hich ever were heard of in the world, agcord-

ng to the opportunities we have of ferving
od, and doing good to men.

vine authority, does not render ourengaging
perform it fyperfluons. If a man is called
an office in the ftate, he is bound by the
vine authority to a& uprightly in it; yet this
percedes not the neceflity of requiring from
m an oath of ﬁdelitfy. The Affociate Re-~
'med Synod will not furely deay, that minif-
s are bound by the divine authority.to prac-

all the moral duties contained in their owan,
mula; yet | fuppofe they will not choofe. ter

ule of their faith. We are bound by the di~

\

_But the obligation to duty arifing from the.
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ordain minifters without requiring fome en-
gagement from them.

‘I he committee formerly mentioned have faid
fomewhat about public covenanting ; but they
are filent as to the confeflion we ought to
make of the fins of the church and of the land,
though our backflidings are many, and our
trelpas is grown up unto the heavens. The
bond they propofe is fuch, oft any de-
nowination of Chriftians nfay, in confiftency
with their own profeflion, fwear it. Do¢trine,
worfhip, difcipline, and government are men-

tioned ; but while the bond, having no refer-
ence to any particular profeffion of religion, kj
does not aicertain what do&trine, worfhip, dif~

cipline,and governmentare intended, the fwear-

ers may have very different, yea very oppofite °
views. If a man is called to fwear allegiance -:
't:) the flate, it is not thought fufficient that he

willing to fwear that he will be fubje& to

W government : the queftion is, what he efteems ™
a right or lawful government. During the late
war, every man would readily have come under
a general engagement to fubmit to lawful au- -
thority: but this would not bave made the *
requifite diftin@ion between thofe who were -
for, and thofe who were againft, the indepen-

dence of this country. ~

The bond this committee have propofed is
quite agreeable to the Conftitution of their 4
fynod. It is framed for people who are agreed °
~ in what are called the eflentials of Chriftian- -

ity, but who differ widely as to thefe things
which are faid to be circumftantial ; and it
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‘is framed on this principle, that we have no
particulur concern either with the covenant en-
cagements our fathers entered into, or with
their breach of vows, and dcfc@tion from the
Lord’s caufe. ‘T'hele are its diftinguithing ex-
ccellencies, which moved the committee to re-
cominend this plan of their own, as ¢ infinitcly
better’’ than the manner of covenanting which
we, alting on the principles of the Seccflion,
propoled in an overture we publithed on that
fubjet. According to the committee, the dif-
ference between them and us is a huge one in-
deed ; not lefs than infinite. Great is the ad-
vantage their profeflion is like to have over
ours; by their infinitely better way of cove-
nanting, theirs muft be infinitely better, and
nfinitely different from ours.

IV. Any one who compares the Formula
f Queftiors put to minifters aud elders at
their ordination among us, arid the Formula
fubjoined to the Conftitution of the Affociate
Reformed Synod, will fee a very manifeft dif-
ference, not in words osly, but in the profef-
ion required of office-bearers.

The firlt five queftions in ours, exprefs what
s required of the perfon ordained, .as to his
jaith, and as to his defire, through grace, to
ontinue in a ftedfaft adherence to our received
rinciples. The reft exprefs what is required
f him as to his praltice. They are all mate-
lally, though not verbally, the fame with thofe
fed by the Seceffion judicatories fince its be-

g- ‘The former are as follo;;s :
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“ Q. 1. Do you belicve the Scriptures of
¢ the Old and New Teftament to be the Word |
¢ of God, and the only rule of faith and prac-

- ¢ tice. : 1

““ Q. 2. Do you believe and acknowledze 1

< the whole doétrine of the Confeffion of Faith, !
¢ and Catechifms larger and fhorter, agreed 1
“ upon by the Aflembly of Divines at Weft- ;
‘“ minfler, with commiffioners from the church *
¢¢ of Scotland ; as thefe are received in the !
¢¢ Declaration and Teftimony, publithed by the .
¢¢ Affociate Prefbytery ot Pennfylvania, to be .
¢¢ the do&trine taught in the word of God ;
¢ and are you refolved, through the grace of
« our Lord Jefus Chrift, to maintain this as
¢¢ the Confeflion of your Faith, againft all
¢ contra:y opinions ?

“ Q. s« Do you acknowledge Presbyterial .
¢¢ church governmen* to be of divine inftitu-

'“ tion, and appointed by Jefus Chrift, the |
« you adhere to the fame, as ftated in ¢ The -
¢ Form of Prefbyterial Church Government %
¢ znd ac terrifizd for by us; and are you re-
¢ folved, by th. Lord’s afliftance, to maintain

““ Q. 4. Do you adhere to the ¢ Declaration _f ‘
¢ and Teftimony for the Doérine and Order

« only King, Head,and Lawgiver of the church, ;
¢ to continue in it to the end of time;- and do |

- ¢ and Ordination of Minifters,’”’ agreed upon
¢ by the Affembly of Divines at Weftminfter,
¢ and defend the fame againft all contrary opi- ]
‘“ nions? | i
¢ of the church of L hrift, and againft the Er- &
¢¢ rors of the prefeat Time,” agreed upon by §
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the Affociate Prefbytery of Pennfylvania,
1784. And do vou, in your judgment, dil-
approve the manifold errors and Latitudina-
‘rian {chemes prevailinge in thefe United
States, which are condemned in that Decla-
ration and Tcftimony, as contrary to the
word of God, to the prof:fliun of the faith
we make, and to the folemn engagements
we in this church are under to continue in
that proteflion ?
“ Q. 5. Do you acknowledge the perpetual
obliyation of the folemn covenant engage-
ments we in this church are under, as they
have been explained in the Declaration and
Telimony agreed upon by the Aflociats
Preibytery of Pennfyivania; and are you
refolved, through grace, to endeavour faith-
fulnefs in adhering to the Teftimony main-
tained by the Lord’s witnefles tor thefe re-
formation principles we profefs, in contend-
ing earneftly for the faith onece delivered to
the faints, and in attending to all thefe du-
ties which the Lord in his word hath en-
joined upon us, and which we in this church
arc, by thefe our covenant engagements,
bound to perform
n place or thefe, the Aflociate Reformed Sy-
>d have only this queftion, which merely re-
rires an approbation of their Conftitution :
‘“ Do you approve of the principles exhibit-
ed in the conftitutional articles of the Aflo-
ciate Reformed Synod, now read; and do
you refolve, throu"h grace, to adhere there-
to, in 0ppoﬁuon to all Deiltical, Popifh,
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¢ Arian, Socinian, Arminian, Neonominan,
““ and SeQtarian errors, and all other opinions
¢ which are contrary to found dotrine, and
‘¢ the power of godlinefs ?*

The errors mentioned we all ought to be on
our guard againft; but this Synod have no
where declared what they are; though, as mat-
ters prefently ftand, this was highly neceffary,
both for the information of thofe who are to
be ordained; that they might in truth and in
judgment engage to teftify again(t them ; and

galfo that it might be manifeft to- all, how far-
the fynod. meant to go in teftifying againft fuch
opinions as may fall under one or other of thofe
defignations.

In the Declaration and Teftimony agreed on
by us, we choofe rather to mention the errors-
themfelves which we condemn, than the defig-
nations which they bear from the authors of
them, or from the nature of them; and our
reafon for doing fo was, that in the prefent
time many Popfh, Socinian, Arminian, Neono-
mian and feCtarian errors, arc taught by per-
fons who are not known by any one of thefe
defigrations. In this {ceptical age, many are
properly attached to no one fect of heretics,
and yet feem to glean a little from many, or
from almoft every defcription of fuch men.

The perfon to be ordained in the Aflociate
Reformed Synod, is not to be confidered as
condemning the errors enumerated in the quef-
tion already mentioned, any farther -than the
Conftitution of that fynod condemns them ;

‘and we cannot confider it as any proper, any -
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explicit teftimony againft them at ali. Itis fo
dubious, that one may hold varicus ot thefe
crrors, and yet prot:fs fatisfattion with the
arinciples extititsd init.  Is he an encmy to
fome truth.fiated in the Confeflion: of Fauh ?
he can - ecafily vindicate him{c!f as po way in-
coafiitent: he- approves that exc /ient treatife ;,
Lut he has conccived foie feruples at a few ar-
ticles of it, and thinks a eariticifin here and
there neceflary.  So thought the celebrated.
Mr. Baxter: the alteration of a icw words in
it would have fatisfied him. Yet he was the
mwan who began that- perverfion of the go'pel
among the Nonconformifls in Lngland, which:
has increafed to a dreadful apoftacy from the
faith of Chrift-witlr many of them. Baxterians
became in procefs of time followers of Armi-
nius; -the next ftep was to Socinian blafphe-
mies ; -and the laﬂ has been, and with-many:
1s ﬁlll like to be," abfolute infiielity.

About the year 1720, the Baxterian or Nco-
nomian fcheme prevailed fo much in Scotland,
that fundry truihs oppuiite to it, xtradted out.
of a bool entitied, the Marrevw «¢ Madzrn Di-
Vinity, -were condemoed by a leadmg party in
the General Affembly-of the national church.
Thelc men profefled .wheren(c to the Confef-
fion ot Faith:in ftronger te:.: s thae the Af-
{ociate Reformed Synod dOL:, yet they per-
verted the goipel, by turnirg it into a new law
covenant, accorcing to wi:ich falvatien was of-
fered .to finners, not uicely turough Jefus
Chrift, but- conditionally on the pertormance. -

of certain terms prefcribed g them, The de,
2
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fenders of this fcheme are highly difpleafed at
the condemnation of it by the Seceflion ; but
furely there is nothing in the Conftitution of
the Affociate Reformed Synod, which can be
an offence to them. That Synod have ended
the controverfy ; but have donc fo to the inju-
ry of truth. The doftrine of free grace thro’
our Lord Jefus Chrift, is in this inftance fadly
negle@ed. . The Neonomian fcheme may find
acceptance among them, or it may not. There-
J is nothing to hinder men of that defcription
from entering in to the miniftry among them.
Do they reckon the teftimony we maintain
againft this a local peculiarity, unworthy of
their notice? -
Several members of the Affoeiate Reformed
Synod, who formerly beloaged to the Seceffi-
on, made the effeQing a coalition with the Re-
formed Prefbytery, an excule for the fteps they
have taken: but the Conftitution of their fynod
is 2 manifelt proof that fomething more than
union with that party was intended. It is not
merely matters of controver{ly between us and
the Reformed Prefbytery, nor merely local pe-
culiarities, as they call them, which are laid
afide; but every thing which diftinguithed the
Seceffion body from other Prefbyterians in Bri-
tain and America. Concern for that purity of
doé&trine which through fthe Lord’s goodnefs
has been bitherto maintained in the Seceffion,
cannot be ftrong, where this one lame gueftion
is judged a fufficient evidence of foundnefs in
the faith, when it is anfwered in the affirmative
by tholc who ars t0 ‘be admisted into.the mi
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niftry. Yet lame as this queftion is, preachers
have been in fundry inftan.es employed among
them, ‘without being required to anfwer it;.
and if the people had been as eafily fatisfied
as the minifters were, it is likely fuch inftances
would have been {till more commen.

V. The Affociate Reformed Synod and us
are fo far agreed about the terms of admiffion
to church felowthip, that we both profefs to
exclude the grofly ignorant, and fuch as have.
not a converfation becoming the gofpel. But
we differ about two queftions refpe&ing this
matter ; and the determimation of them muft,
in its confequence, have z great and lafting in-
fluence on the flate of the church. B

The firft is, concerning the Teftimony mai
tained by the Seceffion. We exclude all w
are in a {tated oppofition to it. The admi
of fuch would be a falling from that tefti
ny. In admitting them we might expe&t ¢
fufion ; and ruin would follow. Can the mem-9§
bers of a church ftand faft in one fpirit, with
one mind, ftriving together for the faith of the:
gofpel, while not agreed about the very prin-
ciples en which they are joined together in one
vifible fociety ?-1f we take fire into our bofom,
is it any wonder we are hurt ? "We are often’
fore prefied by enemies from without : to have -
fuch in cur own houfe is flill more dangerous.’

We do not, s fome affiem;, confine the
¢hurch of Chrift to thofe of our own'denomi-
aation. Buch & thought is far from we. We
tre bouad 10 love all who Jove our Lord Jefus:
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Chrift ; but we are not bound to follow them--
in ftrengthening the hands of backfliders, and
in eppofing fuch as are endeavouring to main-
tain the purity of doctrine, worfhip, dilcipline,
and government in the boufe of God. It is
not fale for us to be where the caufe-and: truth
of our Lord Jefus Chrift is betrayed or defpif-
ed; and where our contingance ag chureh mem-
bers, may have rather a tendency to harden o-
thers in their evil ways, than te reclaim them.
~ 'T'he fame principies which con{trained us to.
. withdraw {rom the corrupt party, under whofe
influence and- managements. the  eftablifhed
church. of Scotland has, for a-long. time, de-
clined from its former purity and zeal, itind -
in the way of our entering into the communi-
- onof any other church, where the like or as
. gricvous.diforders and errors. prevail, 'with as
,little' profpe&’ of. reformation. Qur fecethon
has been much blamed, but we fee no-caule to. -
repent of it ; but rather to.blefs-the Lord, who
led thofe who began'it in a way they. knew
not. Had it not been for the Leftimony we
have in. much weaknefs maintained again(t o-.
verflowing corruptions, matters would have.
been flill worfe at this time than theyare..
~ As the Aflociate Reformed Synod have dif-
claimed every thing which diltinguithes the
Seceflion body from other Prefbyterians ; fo in
defcribing the terms of admiffion to their fel-
lowfip, no mention is made of-any teftimony
againft the errors and .dcfeQions of the prefent
time, except what thofe from whom.we made a
fecelion will allow. The moft corrupt, wha

Ty
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in any fort receive the Wellminfter Confeffion,

though ever fo much enemies to the Seceflion

caufe, will find the doér opened for their ad-
miflion, by the 6th Article of the Conftitution

of the Afiociate Reformed Synod, which is adf
follows:

“ The terms of admiffion to- fixed commu--
‘“ nion with the Synod fhall be, foundnefs in-
¢¢ the faith, as defined in the above mentioned:
¢ Confefhon of Faith, Catechffms, &c.; f{ub-
¢ miffion to the government and dilcipline of-
‘¢ “the church ; and a holy converfation.”

But it feems there is another kind: of com-
munion, befide that which they call rixED, al-
lowed by this fynod. About this, they and we:
are far from being agreed. The 7th Article of
their Conftitution. exprefles their mind, fo far
as they have thought proper to declare it, con-:
cerning this matter.—*¢ The members of Sy-- -
“ nod alfo acknowledge it to be their duty, to
‘“ treat pious people of other denominations:
‘¢ with great attention and tendernefs. They:
¢ are willing, as God affordeth opportunity, te
“ extend communion to all, who. in. every place
““ call on the name of the Lord Tefus, in confor- .
““ mity to his will: But as occafional commu- -
¢ nion, in a divided ftate of the church, may.
¢« produce great diforders, if it be not conduc--
“ ted with much wifdom and moderation, they
“ efteem themfelves,and the people under their
“ infpe&ion, inviolably bound, in all ordina-
“ ry cafes, to fubmit to every reltriction of
“ their liberty, which general edification ren-~-
“ ders neceflary,””
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Occasionval CommunioN is, both name
and. thing, a late invention. 'The Apoftolic
churches were one in profeffion, and Chriltians
were in thofe days admitted to pariake of the
feals of the covenant of grace, by any parti-
cular church, in whoie bounds they might at
any time refide; in the very fame manner as
one may be admitted to church fellowfhip by
us, and by our brethren in Britain or in lre-
land ; a fufficient teftimonial of his chara&er
being tranfmitted with him, from one place to
another. But that which is underltood by oc-
cafional communion, is what can have no exif-
tence but in fuch a broken f{tate of the church
as the prefent is. It is Chuiftians of different
denominations,. ag Prefbyterians, Congregati--
onalifts, and Epifcopalians, fitting down toge-
ther at the Lord’s table, and when they rife
from it, returning each one to his own party.
This is the import of the term .as defined by
Dr. Watts *, and other celebrated writers on
the fubje&. .

¢ Dr. Watts dillinguifhes church communton in the
fame manner as the Affociate Reformed Synod; but his
- language is more intelligible than theirs. ¢ We muft
*“ (fays he) ditinguith between that communion which
¢ is fixed and conftant in onme church, or that which is
“ ouly occafional. |
¢ Ry fixed conftant and complete communion,] mean the
“ joining myfelf to r}prticuh'r church, fo as to become a
“ complete member of that religious focicty ; engaging to
@ perform at appointed times and places, my molt ufual
¢ public worfhip with that fociety, rather than with o-
¢ thers; to aflift in all {ervices neceffary to' fupport that
¢ fociety, and partake of all privileges of .it, for mutual.

e
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The Weftminfter Aflembly (to whofe words
there feems to be a reference in this Article
about occafional communion) never intended
-to withdraw from -the fellowthip of other
churches agreeing with them in the profeflion
of the faith, holding faft that which they had
attained ; and fo far as they were defeQtive in
government, worfhip, or difcipline, acknow-
ledging this, and labouring after a more per-
feci reformation. But that this Affembly ever
meant to aflfert the lawfulnels of that which i
called dccafional communion, or that they
judged it fafe to receive thofe into their fellow-
fhip, who were in a ftated oppofition to the"
caufe and work of God, in which that Aflem.
bly were engaged, cannot be proved.

The Relief Synod in Scotland, and this new-
ly formed ane in Amec.ica, may defend their
opinion about occafional communion by what
arguments they think fit : but they will never
convince fuch as are acquainted with the hifto-
ry of the Weftminfter Aflembly, that it meant
to favour their views. Often has that Afflem-
bly betn blamed as too rigid, and averfe to any

¢ edification and comfort, and to maintain the public
¢ honour of Chrift in the world.

¢ By occafional communion, I underftand a mere par-
“ ticipation of the gencral and fpecial ordinances of the
¢ gofpel, with a particular church for a time, under the
¢¢ general chara&ter and claim of Chriftianity, and fo far
¢ ag oceafions of providence may make it convenient and
4¢ defirable 3 but not to become properly s member of
“ that particular fociety, nor be interefted in the affairs,
‘ regulation, or manugement of it.”” See his Razional
Foundaron of @ Chriffidn Church. Chap. 4.
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fort of fellowfhip with thofe who differed from
hem. But neither friends nor enemies feem to
have underftood their words till very lately, if
the expofition of thefe two fynods is juft. They
.may try to filence people with the authority of
the Confeflion; but furely they either do not
-enquire very ferioufly into the matter, or they
find fome difficulty in perfuading themielves
that it is on their fide.

The Affociate Reformed Synod had forefight
-enough to perceive that this article of their Con-
Atitution would be contefted. 'Therefore they
were at pains.to engage advocates to plead for
it. It happened, however, that they applied
to fome who were befpoke by the other fide.
The Seceflion is invited to ftand by the Weft-
minfter Confeflion, in defence of occafional
.communion. ‘¢ The principle,” fays a foot
aote, ¢ exprefled in this article, is not a new
¢¢ principle .adopted by the Synod, it is one
¢ of the received principles of the Seceflion ;
¢ and it is fet in a very ftrong light in the
~¢ 26th chapter of the .Confeflion of Faith,
*¢ which largely defcribes the communion of
* the catholic church.” Such a tale about the
Secefion might be believed by thofe-who have
.only heard that body named ; but it is fome-
what ftrange that it fhould be told by men,
wwho knew that it is one of the received prin-
«ciples of -the Seceflion, to teftify againft that
occafional communion, in faveur of which this
article of their Conftitution was defigned. The

declarations of the Seceflion judicato-

#ies; the conftant praltice in their congrega-
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tions refpelting admiffion; the teftimony of
their meighbours, friends or enemies, muft,.
with every reafonable man, put it beyond.all
poffibility of doubt, that they abfolutely reje&
the do&rime of occaﬁonal communion ; nei-
ther granting to Chriftians of any other deno-
mination, nor afking from them, any fuch in-
dulgence..

The committee of the Affociate Reformed
Synod, formerly mentiosed, bave laboured,
and not fpared words, to vindicate, or excufe,
or foften, or explain this article of their Cons
fticution: But the commentary is as dark as
the text. They except againft communion with
Papifts, with thofe whom they call'raving Sec~
tarians, and with churches which impofe any
thing finful as a term of admiffion to tlmr fel
lowfhip.. Butthe exception osght to extend
further. The moft corrupt dmuhes, m which
Arians, Socinians, and othey enemies of our
L.ord Jefus Chrift are fu&nd toteach, mmd »
feduece the fimple, . ¢hurches chiefly or
wholly made up of fuch men,. will admit any
to their communion who own themfelves Chrif-
tians ; requiring nothing more of them than
that tbqbehnetheSaipmru.ofﬁeOM and
New Teftament. This i a foare of ithe fube
tle fowder. The communion which is molt
pernicious, apd. which is indeed ‘it dh

than & sonfederscy mﬁﬁﬁﬁ, n:y

fered om ‘vory

But ab tbchd zwphntwe oulﬁm

buwﬁcurudhnau to- it be. \
ammﬁw;m_
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in its backflidings. - If we join a church main-
taining herefy ; we act with it again(t the truth.
If we join a church avowing a contempt of any
part of the teltimony of Jetus, a church which
refufes to affert and vindicate the truth, when
called upon fo to do; elpecially a church
which makes our approbation of its indiffe-
rence and neutrality in the caufe of God, a
condition of our being admitted into it ; we
are furely approving thefe evi:s. If we join
thofe who are attempting to fupprefs any pro-
per teftimony againit the apoftacy of the pre-
fent time; we firengthen the party we ought
to oppole. :

Neither the dcfeéls of a church, though ma.
ny, nor the faults of individuals, while the
order and-difcipline of the Lord’s houfe are
not commonly and wilfully negle&ed, render
its communion unfafe. But into the fociety
of thofe who are obftinate in backfliding and
corruption, we ought not to enter; to come
out from among fuch and be feparate is our
duty.

It would be tedious to enlarge on every fub-
je& about which the parties of whom we fpeak
differ. If the Affociate Reformed Synod adopt
the work of their committee, by pafling into
8 judicial deed, the Draught of an Overture, &c.
the difference between them and the Affociate
Prefbytery of Pennfylvania will be much in-
creafed. That work contains fundry things
both with relpe& to do&rine and difcipline,

which we apprehend are not agreeable to the
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word of God. But while it is uncertain whe-
ther they will as a fynod-approve it; or if they
.do, what alterations they may fee caufe to
:make, the difcuflion of it may be left to them-
felves. The remarks which have been made
on it, are only fuch as were neceffary to fhew,
that the fpirit, defign and tendency'ot it, and of
the Conttitution of the Aflociate Reformed Sy-
nod are 1he very fame. -

The Aflociate Reformed Synod muft, them-
felves being judges, either allow that the dif-
fcrence between them and us is very great, or
that they are very inconfiftent. They profefs
that they will be flow to cenfure offending
members among themfelves, and that they '
reckon it their duty to treat pious people of
other denominations with great attention and
tendernefs ; yet how much have they laboured
to fupprels us altogether? Either they are not _
fo charitable as they feem to be ; or they are |
perfuaded in their confcience that we cdiffer fo
much from them, that they can exercife little
charity towards us.

The difference between us and the Aflociate
Reformed Synod cannot be removed, unlefs
by our deferting the principles of the Seceffion
for the fake of agreement with them; or by
their returning to the profefion which the -~
moft part of them formerly made. As to the
firt oﬁbefe ways, we defire to be kept from
it. The agreement obtained at fuch a price
would be too dear. And as to the laft, we en-
tertain little or no hope of it. If the Affociate
Reformed Synod fhall coatinue in exiftence

e
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for any length of time, their oppofition to the
Seceflion caufe will become more and more
snanifeft. They have been departing from it
for fome years paft, and have not yet gone fo.
‘far as they will go. They are evidently more
defirous of union with thofe whole views are
more agreeable to their own, than ours are,
The body of this generation are gone into a
courfe of backfliding, which carries them far-
-ther and farther from the right ways of the
Lord; and when men once give way to this,
like a mighty ftream, it fweeps them away,
-shey know net whither.

In this time of general and grievous defec-
tion, all who defire to be found faithful ought
to watch, left they be vnfnared, and led aftray
ere they are aware. The Lord Jefus is ftill
faying to us, Bebold I come quickly, hold that
Jaft which thou baft, that no man take thy crows.

FINTIS
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