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EccresiasTes, IV. g and 12,

Two aie better than one, becaufe they have a good ve-
ward for therr labour.

And if one prevail againft him, iwo fhall withftand
him, and a three-fold cord s not quickly broken.

THIS paflage exprefles the efficacy of union,
forthe attainment of animportantobjett. The princi-
ple is in general, too obvioufly true to need confir-
mation. Society itfelf, is the refult of individual
weaknefls and combined ftrength. It will, therefore,
be the objett of this difcourfe to illuftrate the bene-
fits of union in relation to a particular objeél ; the
fuppreflion of vice and promotion of virtue.

‘There are three circumftances, which it is defira-
ble fhould be cenne&ed with every objeé&t for which
men aflociate.  That it be important, that it be war-
ranted, or at leafi not forbidden by the word of God,
and that 1t be praéficable.

With refpett to the obje@ now to be confidered,
there can in relation to the fift particulars, be no
doubt. That the fuppreflion of vice; is an objeét of
vaft importance, the experience of all ages teflifies.
There 1s nothing with which we are more experimen-
taily acquainted than with fin ; and no caufe has
been fo uniform and efficacious, inevery age and cir-
cumflance, to produce mifery. No expedient has yet
been difcovered, to avert entirely its deadly influ-
ence. It bas exifted in every fhape, and in every
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rclaiton of life ; and though in fome cales {flow, 1s
always {urc in 1ts operation.

The hiﬁon) of individuals, ot families, focieties and
nations, 1s a melancholy conﬁ:mdnon of this remark.
Egypt, Tyre, Babylon, Rome and Carthage, though
dead, {hll #peak, in impreffive language the power of
fin. They fell before it : and fo uniform and 1rrefift-
able hitherto, has been its influence, that it has be-
come a maxini, that nations through the influence of
moral caules, have their intancy, mlddje age, old age
and death ; that no nation will ever be exempted,
but every one in melancholy fucceflion, fink to the
houfe appcinted tor all the Iiving.

But becaufe nations have never yet refifted the in-
fluence of fin, 15 it certainly to be inferred that they
never wili ? I they do, however, it mufl be c¢ffe& ed
by the morc extenfive preva ]ence of religion and
morals : and we are taught to expett, that at no dif-
tant period the blethngs of God upon the exertions
of men, fhall infroduce and perpetuate a more health-
ful happy ftate ; that the influence of fin, fhall be
limited ; and that nations, who muft otherwife have
died prematurely, thall experience even to a good
old age, the health and vigour of youth. To pre-
vent an exhibition of the p.{t milcries of {in, and to
be inftrumental to introduce the pure health{ul ftate
we are cucouraged to expect, 1s certainty of all ob-
je€ts the moft iportant.

That this is an objeﬂ' of union warranted by the
word of God. no one 1t 1is pte[umed s dz!pottd to
doubt. Siu is an enemy to the univeric. God has
ploclanncd war asain{t it, and not only permits, but
ncnmmcn s us to combat it in ev ery fhape.

The Suly qucflion importantto be at this time dif-
cufied, will he—Is the fuppreflion of rice and pro-
motion of virtue, by means of (vcicties infiizuted for
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that particular puvpcle, a gradicalic thig 2 This will
thercfore be the fubjet, to which your attention will
be folicited in the enfuing difcourfe.  And here it i3
natural to enquire—

I. Why the influence of union fhould be lcf« ef-
ficacious in rcterence to the fupprcthon of vice, than
in reference to any othcr objeét ?

Is the {uperior ftrength and cfhcacy of uuited ef-
forts, experienced, and acknowledged in all other
cafes, and fhali the principle fail in its application to
the moft important of all obye&ts ? There arifes a
prefumption in faveur of the pralicability of fup-
prefling vice and promoting virtue, by mcan of fo-
ctetics inflituted for that particular purpofe, becaufe
a method reforted to, and found to be cfhcacious in
relation to other important objeéts.  This prelump-
tion 1s {trengthened,

odly. By an argument drawn from the analogy
of Providence.

In the natural woild, God has providcd remedics
for moft of the difeafes, and various ¢vils incident to
life; in the moral world alfo, remedies are provided ;
and it feems to be a maxim of the divine govern-
micnt, that the evils of fin fhall not be indifpentfable,
but the effcEls of our own negligence and {olly.

You will pleafe then to remark, that in {pite of the
ufual means that have yet been employdd, fin has
in every nation gained the alcendency. Are there
no other means, or no methods to render the means,
already 1n operation, more cxtenfively effeltual ?
Are we reduced to the dire neceflity of finking un.
avoildably under the accumulated evils of fin ? Has
God, in fo flagrant a manner, departed from the ftat-
ed courfe of his providence ? Canno barriers beerett-
ed, no weapons formed, to keep out the invading
foe ? If from the analogy of Providence, we are in-
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duced to believe there can be. wiit moun: f‘ firm
what weapon {o powent, as thut of focicties. 1 r fituted
for that pamcular purpofe ? Whica leads to ob{er\e
gdly.  That the adaprednefs of {uch {ocietics, to
the end propofed to be obtained by them, 15 an ad-

ditional cenfrmation of therr pmﬁu.x hiiity.

1

Why is 1t that fin 1s alwavs enabled to «;in th
afcondency 2 Are the majority 1n the beginnimn,
diffoiute > Are they unable to iimt 1te progrels
Or do they believe 1 _to be harmlefs ? None of thefe.
The majority. are in the be eginning moral. Tn€y
have the power, and if awake, the inclination, to li-
mit the prevalerce of vice. But thev are ftupid.
They do not confider.  Sin is decertful.  In 1ts com-
mencement, while feeble, 1t hides its deformed vif-
age, 1ts growing firength. and deadly influence, be-
neath tin covert =f 2 name. It calls its indulgences
innocent, puts oitter for fweet. and darkueis for
light. Hence the beginnings of fin pals often un-
noticed, and vice is, even by the virtuous, practifed
under the name of virtue,

Bu: cven where the foe appearsin his own proper
charatter, how flow are people to rake the alirm,
Thev lament the evil, but do nothinz to pxu ent 1t,
The dmver 1s not conceived to be great. arnd. how-
ever great, astoo d'ftant to excite appre! erﬁon. It
the peftilence. o the fword ihr ’;‘:ttlud, thev would
oppoie, or fiy betore them; but when fin 1scvery day

aLmv advances, thou, ’h neitilence aad fword and
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every en’ is in its train, it 1s noxt o im

waken attenticn and excize alurm,
Doubtlels one reafon 1s. thut the proavels of 2

muniy in vice, 1s .L.dun IS Prnaed, I the

virtucus held their flation. they weuld percaw

true progreis of lfoctety in tiie wavs et evil @ 2 nen

flanding on the backs of a rivey would pacave the

LRS!
1
E RN
'Yy



7

mcze(.‘mg diftance between them and paffing objes.

t the virtuous are themfelves carned downward by
the deceitfui current : and as the relative diftance be-
tween them and the vicious does not perceptibly in-
creale, thev are infenfible of the conftant motion of
the whole body towards the vortex of ruin.

Thefe confiderations manifeft the importance of vi-
gilance to dete&, and of pewer to tear the mafk from
our {ecret enemy, to affail himin the feeblenefs of in-
fancv, to drive him from the covert into the open
ﬁeld( to point out the fugitives, to lift on ! igh the
Varmng voice, that every one mav fee and know,
and unite to expel the malignant intruder. In this
manner may vice be checked in the beginning, be
ftran;ied in the cradle. But leave fociety to tts nat-
ural mconﬁdcmtene s. the monfter grows unieen,
diffufes contagion, and enervates the body untllhnm-
felf becomss a giant, and fociery a teeble infant, a
haplefs vi&tim ai his fe=~.  \Vhat then better calcuza-
ted t> aniwer this falutary needed pirpole of keeping
awale the attenuon of the community, than {ocicties

of the defcription we are confidering. where every
member 15 a foldier, every foldier a centinel : and
when 1t becomes the pamcular dutv of a filed num-
ber. to mark exifting vices. to {Inp them of their dii-
guife. to point out their origin, their conlegjuences,
and to preicribe the remedy. *

To inconfideration as a circumitance {factiitating
the progre(s of fin. mav be added 1ndoience and fear,
The effort necefiary in an individual to reprove a
nezghbour, or prevent an evil practice, is too great

*In-teexizingsocietvin this wown, it 1s made the ity n'aﬂ“n'i"v
COMMEITEE TO T “}" GTeLCH Miclln L3 Ll @Lawer 0 \.1; L6, OF w. of
1T :-Lx WiNg Guestions.

. What evils «Jameralnature, are exnisting in tlis community

2. Whatare the p\“ Hihie catses € those ¢h s
%, In what marzercan ey, witd tie mosl proiabie success. bere-

n‘;i;e‘ ;
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to be undertaken. If the evil be not a perfonal in.
jury, if it be only of a general nature, gradual and
remote, it may rife to a great height, before an i-i-
vidual will volunteer to prevent 1t. Enough wil’ .a-
ment its exiftence, wifh that fomebody would make
the attempt to fupprefls it, and wonder that fome-
body does not. But each for himfelf, prays to be
excufed ; and devolves the tatk upon fome one in
his own vicw better qualified. No one is willing to
incur the dilpleafure of the offender, or to rifque the
dificulty and cenlure, that may be connefted with
the attempt.

How ealy too, in view of thete difficulties, to per-
fuadc ourtelves that our attempts will be fruitlefs.
Indecd in many cafes the perfuafion would be juft.
Qur interference would but inflame and increafe the
evil. low obvious in this cafe, the neceflity and
uti'tiy of union. Two are betier than one, for they
have a geod reward for their labour ; and if one
prevail againft him, two fhall withftand him ; and a
threcfold cord is not quickly broken. What the in-
dividual could not do in that he was weak, many in.
dividuals combined can do with eale, becaufe they
are itrong. The exertion for eachis not f{o great,
and the cenfure, divided among many, is not feared.
The reiluflance of the individual to reprove is di-
minifthed ; he [peaks more readily, and with greater
efficacy, becaufe he fpeaks the fentiments of many,
and is conlcious that numbers are prepared to up-
hold him, and back his reproof.

4thly. A fociety of the defcription we are confider-
ing, is calculaced to do good, from the influcnce 1t
may have in the formatuon of public opinion.

Public opinion, hasin {ociety a fingularinfluence;
if vice can in any inftance enlift that opinion on 1its
fide, it triumphs. But let the weight of that opinion
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be laid upon any vicious pra&tice, and it will moft
inevitably fink under it. Hence it becomes a mati
ter of great importimce; that public opinion fhould
in all cafes be .curre€t ; and. be arranged wath its
whole induence on the fide of virtue. Let this- once
be attained, and a benefit incalculable is fecured'.

But how fhall this be effetted ? The opinion of
many individuals 1n their individual capacity, will
avail but little ;. but let that opinion be united' and
formally exprefled: and its influence will be gtreat.
An affociation of the fober, virtuous part of commu-
nity. if that union become extenfive, will have ir-
refiftabie infiuence to ftigmatize crimes, and to form
corrzétly that opinion which 1s- known to poffefs fuch
safluence over the minds of men. The good which
is done in this way is exceedmgly great; is effe@ed
filently ; provokes no oppofition, requires no ex-
penfe, and but liitle exertion.

sthiy. Socicties inftituted for the particular pur.
pofe of {upprefling vice, are calculated to give effi-
cacy to every motive by which the condu& of men
is influenced. '

Are members in {ociety confcientious, and led into
wrong habits infenfibly ? Such focieties open the
eyes of this refpe@abie clafs of community ; unmafk
the latent enemy, and thus recall them from follow-
ing the muliitude te do evil. Are any influenced
le(s by the fear of Go1 and the principle of duty,
than by a regard to charaQer and the public opinion ?
Thefe focieties contribute to corre& that opinion, to
array it on the fide of virtue, and to make the doing
good, indifpen{able to the enjoyment of a good cha-
ra@er. Are there ftill any who neither fear God or
regard man, they may yet fear the law, and this ref-
traint may, by {uch focictics, be greatly increafed by

B
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rendering the detettion and punifhment of crimes
more inevitable.

It would appear from this view of the fubjedt, that
it is in the power of any community, by uniting, to
check and {upprels almoft any vice that fhall threa-
ten their peace. Still iurther to confirm the praéti-
cability of doing this, it may be proper to obferve,

6thly. That moral {ocieties may do much good
by turning their attention to the rifing generation, to
fchools and private families,and by circulating moral
and religious trats, and by appointing in each
{chool, fmall premiums, the rewards of good beha-
viour and laudable progrefs.

Let the rifing generation be all of them inftrufted;
let them be reared up in the fear of God ; let books
calculated to effect this be put into their hands, and
immorality will hardly need to be banithed ; for it
will {carcely be found to exift. A religious educa-
tion forms children to habits of early induftry, fixes
the moral principle, fortifies againft temptation, and
prepares them, as they rile to years of difcretion, to
fill ufefully the fpheres in which they are called to
move. 1 ﬂnll obferve once more,

7thly. That we are confirmed in our belief of the
praQicability of fupprefling vice, by means of focieties
inftituted for that purpofe, from the confideration
that the experiment has been made, and has fucceed-
ed.

The firft fociety, of thedefcription we are confider-
ing, concerning which we have any knowledge, was
inftituted in the city of London zbout the year 1697.
The moral ftate of the city, and nation at this time ;
the origin, and fuccels of the firft fociety, are thus
related by the hiftorian.

“ It is well known (fays he) to our fhame, that
profane {wearing and curfing, drunkennefs, and open



11

lewdnefls, and profanation of the Lord’s day, have
been committed with great impunity, and without
controul, without either {hame or the fear of laws ;
{o that they were feen and heard at noonday, and in
the open fireets. Debauchery had diffuled itfelf
through the whole body of the nation, till at laft our
morals were fo corrupted, that virtue and vice had
with too many changed their names. It 'vas reck-
oned breeding to fweal gallantry to be lewd, good
humour to be drunk, and wit to defpife ferious thmgs

X1 this ftate of things, reformation was indeed talk-
=d of, as an excellent thing, but vice was looked up-
on as too formidable an enemy to be provoked ;
and public reformation was thought to be fo difficult
a thing, that thofe who gave it very good words,
thought it not fafe to {et about it. When things were
in this difmal and almoft defperate ftate, it came in-
to the hearts of five or fix private gentlemen, to en-
gage in this hazardous enterprize. This was fuch w.
undertaking as might well bz expe@ed {oon to alarm
the encmy, and which the patrons of vice would at-
tempt to defeat, before any progrefs could be made.
Andfo 1t proved The champions of debauchery

put themfelves in array, to detend their infamous li-
berties ; to ridicule, tc defame, and to oppofe this de-
fign : And others, whom in charity we would not
look upon as enemies, were forward to cenlure thefle
attempts, as the fruit of an imprudert zeal. But, not-
withftanding a furious oppofition from adverfaries,
and the unkind neutrality of friends, thefe gentle-
men not only held their ground, but made advances
into the territory of the enemy. The fociety com-
mencing with five or fix, foon embraced numbers,
and perfons of eminence, in every ftation. In imi-
tation of this fociety, and for the fame purpole,
other focicties were tormed in every part of the city,
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and amony the {ober of almoft every profeflion and
occupation. Defides thefe, there were about nine and
thirty religious focteties in and about [.ondon, who,
amony other objects, made that of refoimation a pro-
minent one.

The effc&ts of thefe combinations were favourable.
bevond the moit fanguine expecdtation.  From their
vigilance and promptitude, the growing vices of the
dxv were checked, infomuch that it was foon found
difficult to dete&t a fingle criminal.in the {reets and
markets, where a little before. horrid ozths. curfes and
imprecations, might be heard day and mght Mul-
titudes of drunkards. profaners of the Lo:d's dav.
befides hundreds of diforderly houfes, were brouuht
to juftice, and {uch open vices {uppreffed. Nor were
the good effefts of thele affociations limited to the
citv. They {oon extended to moft of the principal
towns, and cities of the nation. to Scotland and lre-
land ; fo that. fays the hiftorian. a great part of the
kin:dom have been awukened, in {ome mealure. to a
{c nle of their dutv ; and tl‘ereby a very hopeiui pro-
grefs 1s made towards a general reformation.”

Before we proceed farthtr it may be proper to re-
mork. that if in any place and at any time, a fociety
for the reformation of morals would be impr: ticable,
it wouid be. we fhould fuppole, at the time, and in the
place. where this fociety commenced. In thecity of
London ; at atime of prevallmg diffoiutenels, coun-
tenanced by men in high ftations ; vice intrenched,
bo'd, open and daring ; religion defpifed, ridiculed,
and, to appearance, almoft extinguifhed ; yet even
this polluted city was, by the blethng of God upon
the exertions of a few individuals, in a great meature
cieanfed. The firong holds of vice were adailed,
carried, and demolifhed, and the complexion of the
whole city, and even the whole nation, greatly chang-
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ed. Baut in our nation, efpecially in country towns,
what vices have we to comoat. compared with the for.
midable oppofition made here. We have indeed to
lament the exiltence of vicious habits; but how far
from being as numcrous. or as 1inveterate, as thofe
this lictle band were at iirlt called to attack. There
were bold champions. and in multitudes ; mendeter-
mined to preferve their licentious libertias; men of
wealtn and influence, who formed counter combina.
tions to defeat the effurts of virtue, and uphold the
dominion of vice. In our communities the body of
the people are lober, honeft and moral ; and even
amony the immoral, where is the hardcned open
champion of vice, who will head the phalanx of op-
poficion, to contend for licentiou{nels, to oppolc, ri-
dicule, and defeat the efforts of wirtue. We have
greater firength to begin with, and lels oppolition to
encounter, and nothmg but our own floth and indif.
ference, can render the attempt imprallicable.
Recentiy a loctety of a fimilar nature has been re-
vived in England. This {ociety. among other meas
fures, have written, printed. purchaled and diftribut-
ed, innumerable moral, and religious tras, amon
the poorer clafs of people ; and the effeét has beem
an{werable to the [abSour beftowed. 1In a letter from
the London Miffionary Society, publifhed in the Con-
necticut Evangelical Magazme is the following ani.
mating accouat. * The diffulion of knowiedge by
means of the religious traét {ociety, proceeds on a
very enlarged fcale. Hundreds of thoufands, are
dilperfed throuohout all parts of the nation, and fent
to America and the colonies ; and many mﬂances of
the happy elfets produced by them, amply reward
our efforts.  Biefled be God, we could fill volumes
wi:h the living and dying experience ot littde children,
departed 1n peace to the Lamb's bofom.”
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In ihis countrv, in the flate of Maryland, about
the year 17060, a fociety was tormed tor the particular
purpele of fupprefling vice. In the preamble 1o their
conftitution they fav—:" It 1s notorious that the laws
of God and man, are baleiv trampled on by drunken-
nefs, lewdnelfs, pxoﬂme fw ealmA fabbath breaking,
and many other 1rregulariiies ; and vet this ioc;et)
1t 1s faid. fucceeded {o well as to induce numbers 1n
different ftates to imitata their exampley. From that
time to the prefent, fimilar focieties as circumftances
required. have in various places been nflituted.
Their effefts we cannot in everv initunce ftate. In
no inftance have they vet been dilcovered to be i inju-
rious. and umfo'mlv where information has been ob-
tained, 1t has been 1n favour of their unhity,

In the year 1-go. a {ociety for the reformaticn of
morals was ‘ormcd in Frankiin, Maffachufetts. The
fermon deiivered on that occaﬁon bv the Rev. Doc-
tor Exmmons, is particulany recommended to the at-
tertion ¢t everv perlon who entertains aoubts con-
cerning the pracucabm: . expediency, and impor-

tance ot fuch tocicties.
In the vear 1-¢8, a letter was received by the ge-

reral affembly of the Picibvterian church. then fit-
ting in Phiiadeinhia, trom a focietv eflablithed in
that citv, ro aid the civil magiftrate in the fuppreifion
of vice and immorality. The confideration of the
Jetter was referrcd to a committee, who brougnt in
the following report.

‘- The committec appointed to take into confidera-
tion a letter. and certain communications, from a {o-
ciety eftabiithed in Ph:!auelp?na to a:d he civil ma-
giftrate in the {upprefion of vice and immorality,
renort :

‘That the dcfi zns of the {ociety aforefaid, appear to
be 1n the in "uﬂ dogree laudabie, and 1o defenne the



15

approbation and imiiation of the fiicnds of religion
and good morals, in every part of the count ry ; el-
pecmih at the prefent pcrxud of aboundins immora-
lity and profanene!s : and the ccmmitice “do accor-
dinglv recommend. that the affembly exprefs it as
thelr ‘defire, that the members of cur communion
countenance, and aid the inftitution of fimilar focie-
tics, in everv place where {uch eftablithments may
be attempted.” To this report the aflembly agreed,
and recommended 1t to the feveral prefbyteries, to
attempt the for'nanon of fuch focieties, in the {eve-
ral congregations within their relpettive limits.

W a5 it “be fuggefled that {uch inftitutions may
create diffentioas in focietv ?

But where have thev ever had this effe& ? And
have they not been !u‘ﬂcxe“t]v tried, to manifeft fuch
confequences, if they had any tendcnc to produce
them ?

But admi:tine they would in fome inftances crea:s
diffention. wou!d the objection againft them be va-
I.d ? Did not the gofpel. heaven’s gieate” bleffing,
in its p"onel: create dillention, and in the lan: vuz«c
of its enemics turn the world upfide down: > The
queftion 1s, admuiting {fuch focieties would produce
fome difhculty, wiil not the urreftrained progrefls of
vice produce more. If the fupprefion of intemope-
rance would create diﬂ’vcu"tv. would not 1ts preva-
lence create greater éiitculiv 7 And will not profane
{wearing. and Trolination © |f :hie fabbath, and o:her
IMMora.ites. b. cu;cr‘;t e icar of God, and har-
dening the hear:, make, ti;e cnd. a thoufand-fcld
more d:ftarbance in tociety, than the effort neceflary
to {fupprefs therz vices. ic onc cafe, the evil may be
expected to be thort-lived ; for vice 15 a coward. a'xd
when met with hrmnets, ‘a'xli guitie fiedd, Inan
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other, the evils will be permanent, and evety day
more infupportable.

But what does the objeCtion imply ? It implies
that vice is already too ftrongly intrenched to be dif-
turbed : that its dominion is eftablifhed, and can-
not be refifted: that we muft give up the conteft,
yield all hopes, and experience in {ucceflion, all the
evils which follow 1n its train ; unul we fink to the
grave, which vice 1s preparing to entomb our happi-
nefs, and our glory. Are we prepared to do this ?
Go, look at the defcendants of the once renowned
Grecks and Romans.  Behold them enervated, igno-
rant, enflaved, toiling to fupport the pride of haughty
mafters, drawn out like theep for the flaughter, to die
in theé conteft of amb:tion. Theiranceltors were a brave,
hardy, independent race. Vice cut the finews of in-
duftry, prepared and riveied their chains Can we
calinly anticipate their fate ? The defiru€ion of our
conftitution, the extinftion of fciénce, the flavery of
our pofterity ? But what fhal! prevent this fate. The
fame caufes, if not imited, will produce the (ame ef-
fedls ; and if vice be already too firong to be oppoled,
thole effeéls are not diftant,

But the 1dea is fallacious. The fuporeflion of vice
by means of {ocieties inftituted for the purpole, is
the moft peaceful, and probably the moft effeual
method that can be deviled ; and, the only queflion
1s, thall vice have 1ts own courle, or fhall we unite to
limit its influence, to diffufe the blefings of piety
and virtue, and to preferve to a good old age, the
health and happinefs of our nation. Will it be faid
that fuch inftitutions will de no good ? How can this
be faid in the face of fatts ? Why fhould the efficacy
of unicen fail here, which 1s confirmed in relation to
every other obje€t * Are not {fuch focietics as we are
confidering, calculated in every fhape to do good ?
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‘To promete vigilance, to hold up the eonneltion be-
tween vice and mlfcry, to give corretnels and efhicacy
to public opinion, and to flrengthen the finews of
law ? Has net ine fociety in this place, althoughin
its infancy, been conne@ed with happy effe@s ? It
has not indeed made its members perfed, or annihi-
Iated vice in the community. Did any expell it
-woauld ? We are not angels, but men ; and if we can
.gradually improve ourfelves, andimprove the focie-
ty in which we live,  though in a {mall degree, it &s
an obje&t not to bg dcfpnfed

Before we praceed, it may be proper to notice a
popular diftin€ion, craftily made between immoralt-
ty and irreligion. The oneis acknowledged to affeét
the fecurity both of life and property, while the other
ds fuppofed to injure no one but the fubjeét. That
Jrreligion is not, in its influence, {o dire&t and imme-
diate, may bercuhly granted. But is.it therefore
harmlefs ? Is 3t not rathes 2 certain and moft fruit-
ful caufe of immonrality 7. ‘

In what manner daes God govern his ereatures,
but by the principles of love, hope and fear ? But
arreligion annihtlates at oncé all thefe reftraints, and
lets loofe the creature, fearlels of God and futurity,
to perpetrate iniquity. Let the Almighty be fup-
pofed to have tumed afide his omnifcient eye from
the world, and what an horrid ftate of things might
be expefled to exift. If under the government of
Gaod, and in the profpe& of an approaching judg-
ment, fuch enormities have been pradtifed ; to what
beight weuld they have anlen, had the fear of God,
and the expe&atlon of future punifhment, been ob-
Jliterated.

No man had, perhaps, a better epportunity to us-
detrftand human nature, and the influerce of moral
caules, than Wafhington. His feptiments on this

C
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fubje€ are explicit, and worthy to be engraven ia
letters of gold.

¢« Of all the difpoflirions and habits which lead te
political profperity, reitgion and morals. ((ays he) are
indifpenfable fupports. In vain would that man
claim the tribute of patriotifm, who ihould labour te
fubvert thele great pillars of human happinefs, thefe
firmelt props of the duties of men and citizens. Tire
mere politician, equally with the pious man, cugh
to refpect and cherifh them. A volume could not
trace all their connexions with private -and public
feiicity. Let it fimply beafked, where is the fecuri-
ty for property, for reputation, for life ; if the fenfe
of religiousobligation deiert the caths, which are the
inftruments of inveftigation in courts of juflice ?
And let us with caution mdulae the fuppofition, that
morality can be maintainc i without religion. What.
ever may be conceded to the influence of refined edu-
cation, on minds of a pcculiar firu€ture, reafon and
experience both forbid us to expet, that a national
morality can prevail, in exclufion of religious prin-
Clpxes

Nor can the praticability and propriety of fup-
prefling irrcligion, be queftioned ; for, altheugh it is
not the province of man to make chriftians, and die-
tate creeds, it is his province, and the laws have
made it his duty, to preflerve thofe inftituiions of
heaven, by which a fenfe of mcral obligation, and
the e\pe&ation of reward and punifhment i1s kcpt
alive

From the confiderations {fuggefted, it appears, that
the fuppreffion of vice by means of focieties inftitu.
ted for that particular purpofe, is a praéticable thing.
It may be proper, as the improvement of this dif-
courfe, to confider the motives which thould induce
to the formation of fuch focietics : and, :
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Itisa probable, and perhaps the only method,
to pre{crvc the liberties of our nation.

The vices which have deftroyed other nations, are
M prevalent in our own. ,

From a variety of caules, irreiigion hath become in
all parts of our land, alarminsly prevalent. The
name of God :< blafphcmed the bibic is denounc-
ed ; the fabbath 1s profaned ; the public worfhip
of God 1s neglefted ; intemperance hath deftroyed its
thoufands, and is preparing the defirution cof thou-
fands more ; while luxury, with 1ts diverfided eviis,
with a rapidity unparalleled, 1s fpreadingir every di-
re€tion, and through every clals.  Thele are the cauf-
es which have deftroyed other nations : their malig-
nant nature is ftill the fame, and, unlels their opera<
tion be fu.pended, they will deftroy us.

When it is intimated that affociations for the {up-
preflion of vice, may be the only effe€tual inethod to
preferve our liberties, it is not fuppofed that moral
focieties «lone can effet this : they are to be confi-
dered rather as an addition to exifting means, and
calculated to impart to them additional eflicacy.

Our religion is unqueftionably our greateft {ecun.
ty, and the prefervation of divine inftitutions, an ob-
je&of thefirlt magnitude. Let the (abbath be annihi-
lated, and the fan&uary abandnned ; let irreligion and
vice be extended through the mafs of our nation, and
our liberties cannot be preferved.  'We may formfree
conftitutions, but our vices will defiroy them ; we
may enact laws, but they will not proteét us.

At prefent we are highly diftinguithed. We enjoy
afreer conftitution, and milder laws than any nation
under Heaven and, let 1t never be forgotzen that it
is by our habits of Religion, and our moral habits
which grow out of our religion, that we have attain-
ea the happy eminence on which we {tand. Phile-

-
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fophers have aferibed thts diftinétion to nur merals,
Do they {uppoic our morals'to have no caufe ? Why
could they not penetrate deeper, and beho}d that
Cauie in our religion ?

- Our anceftors efteemed religion to be the princi-
pal thing. To enjoy it, they encountered the dangers of
the ocean, aud the wildernefs ; and, when they began
to fornu civil conﬂ:tutlons, reltgton was not forgot-‘
ten, or erouded into a cormer. It ftood promirent
in all their conduét. They taught it.to their chil-
dren, they taught it in their fchools, «nd made pro-
vifion to have 1t taught on their fabbath. On this
firm bafis, they fcunded our liberty. On this bafis,
it now refls. Religion is the cornér flone ; semove
i, and the building falls.

Two conﬁderatlons render, to us, the prefcrvanon
of rcligion and morals, pecuharly important. The
firft 1s, the nature of cur government ; the {econd,
the circum{lances in which we commenced our nation-
al exiftence. The iron rod may, in arbitrary
vernments, fupply in fome degree, the defe&t of mo-
ral reftraint ; but in a republic, the virtue of the ci-
tizen is the lifeof the government. In proportion as
the fear of God 1s effaced, crimes will abound, and
the arm of power muft be ftrengthened to fupprefs
them ; uutil the nature of the government becomes
effentially ditferent.

Nor thould this tranfition, with refpeét to our.
felves, if our vices continue, be deemed chimencal,
or diftant. We commenced our exiftence at a point
of civilization and luxury, to which other nations
rofe gradually from a ftate of barbanim. Our
paft progrels has been rapid ; and, unlefs it be arrefie
e, our deftru€ion flumbereth not.

But, 1t may be alked, What can we do to preferve
the nation ; a [inall town, and one only among thou-
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fands ? We can do our part. The natton is formed
by the addition of fuch {mall difinéts ; 1t 1s prcferv.
cd by their purity, 22d deftroyed by their vices.
Every town is a member of the bod politic, and, if
a healthful member, 15 a great nanonal blefling ; let
every town reform, aund.the treformation will be na-
tional. 1Vho can tell how (ar the influerice of our
example may extend ¢ how great a matter a lietle
fire may kindle ? Who can tell how much kindnefs
God has for us ? ‘Already has he enkindled an exten-
five 2eal to fend the bleflings of religion abroad; and
may we not hope, that he will add to it, a zeal to
fecure the fruits of rsligion at home.

It is not to be expefted that in every town, a f{o-
cocicty may be eftablithed with the fame eafe. Lo-
cal fituation, and alrcady exifling habits, may in-
creale the dlﬂiculty But dithculties are not impadli-
bilities. Is there any town where nothing can be
done ; where not fo rruch as five can be found to
commence the good work; and, becaufe it is difficult,
becaule all that is defired canmat be effefted, fhall
nothing be done ? Let the virtuous in every town
unite, be vigilant, prudent and firm, and their in-
fluence will be felt. Tane caufe of virtue will ult-
mately prevail. Let fuch affociations be fcattered
through the nation, and what a bamer againft the
encroachments cf vice, what a pledge of the continu-
ed {miles and protection of heaven.

Bat if our nation, like others before it, muft fall a
vi&im to the influence of fin ; let us fight manfully,
contend every inch of giound, and let this be the laft
place that expires in the general ruin.  Which leads
to obferve,

2. Thatthe danger of vice to ourfelves, as a peo-
ple, thoud beto us a ftrong inducement to con-
tnue, and extend our efforts to limit its influence.
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Whatever may betome of the nation, our own"

happinefs, and the happincls of cur children, .1s an
obje& of mugnitnde. This happinefs is endanocrcd. :
We have not efcaped the influence. of 1rrellglon i
the current of vice has begun to flow. It muft be
arrelted, or with the befom of deﬁm&:on it -will
fweep away our bleflings. -

The prefent is the happy morment to concentrate.
our firength, to unite our vigilance and wi{dom.
The plan is no novel projett of theory, it has been
tefted by experience. It is praéticable, and if we are
deftroyed, O Ifrael thou haft deftroyed thyfelf. God
may {‘ufpend our doom, until the mcafure of our in.
1quity be full ; but all experience teftifies, that with
no unufual v:gxlance and a&livity, our progrcfs will
be downward, and our doom inevitable. The laws
of our country, the bible, the fabbath, the fan€tua.
ry, and the voice of the watchman, will in vain in-
terpofe.  Sin is in its nature anti-focial. It will
funder the ties of fociety ; lead us to bite and de-
vour ; to be hateful, and to hate one another. God
has curled a departure from the laws and inftitutions
of his government, with difcord and mifery. There
1s no peace, faith my God, to the wicked.

All that we hold dear, then, is at ftake. Sin hath
no mercy. Its captives will experience no quaiter.
Let every member of community awake, ftand up in
his place, and do wich his might, whatloever his
band findeth to do.

Magiftrates are under great obligations, and enjoy
peculiar advantages, to co-operate in the fuppreflion
of vice. They are appointed for this very thing:
are invefted with the authority of law, and intruft-
ed with the {word of juftice, to be a terror to evil
docrs, and a praile to them that do well.

Parents, and all heads of families, are greatly in-
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terefted in the fuppreffion of vice. Let them be vi-
gilant, and reftrain their houlcholds from the ways of
cvil. Advife them, warn them, govern them, in.
ftra& them in religion, and {pare no pains to form
their morals. Without thefe efforts, what {ecurity
ean be given for the virtue, and dutiful condu&, of
their children.  Will thofe children honour their pa-
rents, whofe parents permit them to difhonour God ?
Will they treat them kindly, when permitied to
treat with ingratitude their Maker ?

Ycuth are deeply interefted in the fuppreflion of
vice, and promotion of virtue. They are the moft
expofed to the contagion of bad example; and they
of all others, will be the moft permanent fufferers.
The aged will foon be taken from the evil to come 3
but young people, if vice prevail, will, many of
them, live to realize its bitter fruits. By uniting
with others, they may at once receive and communi-
eate much good.

To conclude. Let every one engage in this nea
ceffary and important work. Commenc: a formida-
ble refitance, be vigilant, be united, be ftrong, and
let us indulge the hope, that our town, and our na-
tion may reach the maturity of age, and the {uma
mit of profperity, never to defcend ; but to continue
to the lateft pofterity, the hapyy people whole God
is the Lord,

AMEN,



APPENDIX.

THE following 1s the fubftance of the Conftis
tution of the Moral Seciety, in Eaft-Hampton.

On the 23d day of February, 1803, a large nums-
ber of the inhabitants of the town of Eaft-Hampton,
affembled in the houfe of public worthip, and after
a fermon delivered on the occafion, formed them-
felves into a fociety for the fuppreflion of vice, and
the promotion of virtue, and ufeful knowledge ; to
be known by the name of the Moral Society. The

following conftitution was then propofed and adopt-
ed.

Article I.  There fhall be chofen annually in the
fociety, a Prefident3Vice-Prefidentg Clerk and Trea-
furer. It fhall be the )(;l_uty of the Prefident, and 1n
his abflence, of thglvxce-l’reﬁdent, to prefide and
preferve order, in the meetings of the fociety. The
cierk fhall record the procerdings, and the trcafurer
fhall keep the wccounts of the focicty.

There fhall be chofen, alfo, annually, a committee,
who between each meeting of the fociety, fhall con-
dutt at dilcretion the affairs of the fociety, and re-
port their proceedings ut cach ftated meeting. In
addition to the repore of their proceedings. the come

I



APPENDILX

mittee thall, allo, at each meeting, report in anfwer
to one or all the following queftions,

1. What cvils of a moral nature, are now exift-
ing in :his community ?
2. What is the probable caufe of thofe evils ?
In what manner can they, with the moft pro-
bable {uccefs, be remedied ?

Art, II. It fhall be the duty of each member of
this foctety, to abftain, and 1f a parent or mafter, to
endcavour to caufe thofe committed to his care, to
abftair: from {uch immoral praétices, as 1t is the ob-
jeét of this {ociety to prevent ; and if any member
thall perfift in‘immoral conduét, he fhall ccafe to be
a member of this f{ociety. |

Art. 11I.  Ytfhall'be the duty of the members of
this fociety, to ufe their influence to prevent fuch
immoral condu@& as falls under their notice ; and ig
fhall be the duty of the foricty to fupport their com-
mittce, and to fupport individuals, in all prudent
mealates. to fupprels vice and promote the objeéts
of the inftitution. | -

Art. IV,  Atfy perfon of good moral charaer,
who wifhes to join the feciety, fhall, on fubfcribing
to'the conftitution, become a member. And any
m regular ftanding, who fhall be difpoled to leave
the {ociety, fhall on his fignifying 1t to the meeting,
have that liberty.

It is an obvious reflcétion, and one which in the
formation of the fociety i this place was early real-
ized, that the conftitution of a moral foctety, muft
be adupted to the local circumitances of the peopie
propofing to urite. In populous cities, where neigh-
bours have lels intercourfe, and vice is more bold,
it may be pratticable to ftipulate what, in given



APPENDIX.

cafes, will' be done ; but in a country town, con-
n:=Eted by ties of blond and neighbourhood, too great
particularity in the conftitution, would, it was found,
intimidate the virtuous, excite the oppofition of the
vicious, and defeat the propofed union. It was foon
perceived that the utility of the fociety would de-
pend lefs on what was {aid in the conftitution, than
on what was done by the fociety, when formed ; and
that it would be eaficr to preflcribe remedies, as cir-
cumnftances fhould require, than to {ecure their appli-
cation beforehand, by the provifion of a confti-
tution. -

It will not efcape oblervation, that in a fociety in-
{fticuted for the fuppreflion of vice, 1t cannot be ex-
pected thatevery member will experience at all times,
and permanently, that zeal which is neceflary to per-
petuate the inftitution ; or, that thofe duties, which
1t equally belongs to all to perfcrm, will, by all,
be performed fo promptly, and correétly, as if de-
volving on a {maller number. This confideration
led to the fele€lion of an annual committee, to trani-
att at difcretion the affairs of the fociety, and report
at each meeting. This arrangement, 1n connettion
with the report on the moral ftate of {ociety, has been
found to anfwer the moft falutaiy purpofe. The
zeal of this body will be more eafily kept alive,
vices will be more early noticed, and in the report
of the committee, held up to public notice. This
alone, will, probably in moft inftances, fupergede
the neceffity of appealing to the laws.

In few places where the formation of moral focie-
ties may be attempted, will there be found any fo
hardened, and deftitute of charalter, as openly to
oppofe the rcal obje&t of the inflitution. The no-
velty of the thing may excite the piejudices ot {om
at heart friendiy to order ; and the fecret enmity of
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others will lead them to excite fufpicion, and cir.
culate mifreprefentation. Too great care cannot,
therefore, be taken to proceed with caution, 2ad to
circulate the carlieft, and moft corre& information,
And if, in 1its progrefs, a fociety fhould meet with
oppofition, and be charged with creaiing difturb-
ance, it fhould conftantly be remembered, that vice
1s the criminal caule of the mifchief, and not thofs
who are¢ engaged to {upprefs it,

FINIS.





