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The MEesoriaL and REPRESENTATION of Mr CHARLES BEATTY,

- minifter gt Nifhaminy, in name and behalf of the fynod of York
and Philadclphia, and of the corporation for the rclief of poor and
diftreffed Presbyterian minifters in the province of Penfylvania, the
counties of Newcaftle, Kent, and Suffex upon Declaware ;

To all pious and charitable Chriftians in”Seotland ;

Humbly fhewethy _
r AT Penfylvanta, a provxnCc diftinguithed for civil and rehglous hberty, has
T been peopled from Seotland and England, &c. "That thofe in general who held
a parity amongft all gofpel minifters, united and formed chirches after the
Presbyterian plan,'both in that and the neighbouring provinces, New. York, New Jerfey,
Maryland, &e¢. and 4t length their minifters agreed to hold a {ynodical meetmg once 4
year, in the city.of Philadelphia. ,

" Asthe firft fettlers were generally in low circumftances, and were o}hged to lay out ‘
a great part of their little o// in making fettlements on their frontxers, they were unable, '
and many of them unwilling, tomake any tolerable provnﬁon for the fupport of a go-
fpel- mmxﬁry they were highly pleafed with the preva;hng prmcxples{ that minifters ,
fhould work for theit livings, and preach for charity, ,

Many of the fower ranks who flocked thcre, were 1gnorant, difor ucfly an& untracs :
table, readier to learn the vices of their Indian nexghbours, than to teach them the more
perfe& ways of God.’ They were foon elated with the name of plantations, though
their greateft wealth was nomore than the mere neceflaries of life. Thmkmg too high-
ly of themfelves, they were apt to defpife the ambafladors of the meek and lowly
Jefus. Swayed by their unruly paffions, they were not eafily brought to the frict and
civilized condu& which his gofp‘“l requires. Many worthy Proteﬁant minifters, who
left Europe witha truly catholic fpi'rn, to promote the kmgdom of. Chg[t in that wil-
dernefs, and many - educated in. that country, had thofe and other great’ uncommon =
difficulties to ftruggle with. They earned their bread in a great meafure, with the
fweat of their brows, freely preachmg the gofpel of the grace of God : but as their
ftations prevented tl‘xem from following the more gamful employments of life, their fa-
milies were freq,uenz]y left forlorn and deftitute. Often have furvivirg friends feen, °
with the deepeft forrow and regrete, the widows and children of thefe great and good *
men, who had been examples of induftry, of hofpxtahty, of patience, of every good
work to their flocks, reduced to the moft pinching ftraits, while they were unable to
afford them any fuitable relief.

. Such hardfhips and diftreffes were not peculiar to the fervants of our Lord who
were firft called to labour in that nncultzvated part of his vineyard, but were, and fHill
are, fenfibly felt by their fucceffors 3 arifing partly from the difpofitions of to& many :

~who refort to thefe places, partly from furrounding barbarians, and ‘partly from the fi-’
" tuation’
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tuation or low circumilances of their refpeétive congregations. Some cengregations,
even in the interior carts of the province, are not able, without afliftance from others,
fo maintain their paitors, and yet are {o fituated, that uniefs they have fettled minifters
amonglt them, they muft either abandon their prof feffion, after ihe example of, alasi
too many of their ncighbours; or become a prey to the erroneous feéts around them.
What then muﬁ Be the cafe of the more neceflitous cong cganons, whofe¢ members live
at fo great diftancc from one another, fcattered through the wide extended frontiers ?
Tt is obvious, that the labour of their miniflers, and the ‘danners to which they are
expofed, muft be great, while their livings are fmall, and, whatis ftil} worfe, extreme-
ly precarious, becanlc their people are continually fhifting their habitations, either
from a love of varicty, or from the profpeét of morc commodious dwellings., What
a minifter enjoys to-day, he cannot flatter himfelf with to-morrow. The molt pro-
mifing fettlement of Presbyterians may, ina few years or months, be intirely poflefled

by Moravians, cr any other {ociety, however heretical, if they call themfelves Chri-

ftians.
Thefe things kave been always great difcouragements to pious and good men in the

miniftry. They have alfo been great hindrances to parents from educating their chil--
dren for this necelfury and honourable, but laborious office. They may foon briag the
gofpel-miniftry irto contempt, by its falling into weak hands ; and will, if -a timely re-
medy is not applied, deprive many congregations, in that vaft wildernefs, of the or-
dinances of divire inftitution. &

“Great howeve:, as thefe difficulties are, the Corporation and Synod would not have
been burdenfom: to their brethren in this happy ifland, if avery afliGing difpenfation.
of provxdence hal not greatly increafed their calamities. An ladian war broke forth;
a favage, barbarous enemy prompted by the perfidious French, like prowling wolves,
fell on the peaceful habitations of their frontier-inhabitants, and time after time plun-
dered and rébbed, murdered and fcalped without regard to age or fex. The innocent
o from their mothers breafts, were da{hed againft the trees, -or buricd live
of their almoft d1ﬁra&ed parents ; while the unhappy patents durft niot
or drop a fmgle tear, over their flaug; ‘ntered little ones, much lefs find,

babes, tor
in prefence

veut one groan,
fqult, left they ~ou1d have fharcd in the fame dreadful faté,

ntxer-countles of Penfylvama and Virginia were moftly fettled by people of
on, thexr mmlﬁers have felt the blow feverely. Several of their

As the fro
the Presbytenan Perfuaﬁ

congreganons were entirely broken up,
many of whom are in bondage among the Heathen to this day‘, fubje&ted to the'

and numbers of their people led into captivity,

cruele& tortures, and in danger every moment of the worft of deaths,

_The minifbers, thus bereaved of their flocks, were obliged to iy from place to place,
reduced to the d;lemma of feekmg fhelter in the innermoft parts of .the province,
diftreffed with war, or to go forth to rcpel the enémy, with fuch of their people as had
efcaped his barbarous hands.

The memoriaift thought it his duty and honour to take part in their aﬁh&mn, and
Honourable Commxﬁioners, employed by the Goveinment, and other-
Gentlemen, who, ammated with love to their country and zeal for their civil and: religious

prmleges, expofed themfelves to themc@e,mcncy of a fevere winter, and to all the danger-
: ous

accompanied thn
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ous fncurfions of the Indiaas, till they buils forts for the defedce of the frontiers. He
alio continued with the army of the Provincials till the French were forced to fly
from Ohio, and uniil Fort Du Queflne (now Pittsburgh) was in his Majetty’s poffeflios.

"This ke has mentioned, not out of vain-glory, or as pretending to any diftinguithed

merit ; but that the reader might know he dges riot fpeak from hean"ay’, does not retail
vague uncertain ftories, but narrates wndoubted fa&ts ; faéts no lefs true than melan-
c!:;ﬂy, of which he. had accefs to the moft ceftain iufdr:ﬁa’tidn, or was himfelf \th&\
mournful {pettator, _ o . o )
The Honourable Geatlemen, proprietaries of the province, being well éécili:iinted,
and deeply affected with the calamitous circumftances of fuch of the inhabitants as are
of the Presbyterian perfuafion, and fenfible that theit reverend minifters had diftinguifh<
cd themlelves by their loyalty to the beft of kings; had been extremely ufefu! in defend-
ing their country, and in promoting religion, virtue and induftry among the people un-
der their care; have, out of their great benevolence and Humarity; e're&eg{ a éh’:irftgble'
Corporation, by letters patent, for the relief of diftreffed Presbyterian minifters} dnd for
tlie fupport of their widows and children. In the letters patent fuch gentlemen and mi
vifters were nominated to accept this important truft, as gave the greateft fatisfatiog
to the united {ynod of York and Philadelphia ; who, purfuant to the powers where-
with they are vefted, propofe to eftablifh a fund for the fupport and relicf of fuch mi-
nifters as are or may hereafter be called to preach the everlafting gofpel amung the be-
nighted Indians, or to fuch congregations as cannot afford them fufficient maintenasce;
Both the gentlemen and minifters of the province, who are able, have chearfully
fet their fhoulders to this bufden, and will exert themfelves to the utmoft to promote
fuch a great and good defign: but finding that all they can do will g0 but a fhort way-
towards raifing the fum which it neceffarily requires, they did nominate and appoint
the m.émorialiﬁ to apply, in their name, and in their behalf, to their Chriftian
brethren in Scotland, with full powers to receive and tranfmit fuch fums and do-
Rations ag they fHall think meet to beftow for this pious, charitable purpofe,
Though he has given only a few paffing hints of the diftrefTod fitnation of mariy
Wworthy minifters, and the defolate circumftances of their refpective flocke a the pro-
‘ vipce of Pefllevania, the cduntics of Newecaftle, Kent; and Suffex upon Desmarvy, o,
which, if fully ennumerated, would fill many volumeg{ AhAe apprehends enough has
been faid to befpeak the compaffionate regards of all the friecnds of religion and
liberty. : : : B
~To relieve fach didreﬁés, the éoéiety id England for ﬁr'op’égdting the Chriftian religidd
yearly beftow a. Conﬁdgrablg fum on t},xeﬁ‘:milﬁo_xiaries; and the hardy frugal Germans
Were under a neceflity to apply both to England and Holland for relicf t they were af-
 fifted by charitable donations from the King, many of ‘the nobility and dthers, and -
© veil by a'general colleftion from the church of Scotland,” = . - - =
. Thg fxigmgrialiﬁ nigy’ .Vehtur'e to fay without offence, and with gr&f truth, that ng
*dgn'émi‘nhtigh'af minifters on the valt continent are more painful anq. induftrious, or
have a ‘jufter claim to the <charity of the miqi[feps and people of Scotland, than thofe

for whomn He pleads, Many of them are their brethrenn by the- tles of narure iu the

R : mioft
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molt Literal fenfe, being defcended of Scottifh parents; many of them, they truft, by
the more endearing ties of grace; and all of them the [ubjeéts of the fame gracious

fovercign ; they are the fervants of the fame great Lord and Mafter, hold the fame

dotiines, and walk by the fame rules: their number is great, their neceflities {till
greater s they and their people are every day at the hazard of their lives, enlarging
the bounds of Chrift’s kingdom, and extending, at the fame time, the Britith empire.
The fr greater part, now in arms, contending for our happy conftirution againft
Ficach and Indians, are of that denomination: nonme have exerted themlelves
more, and none have fuffered fo much in the glorious conteft: many of them,
as above-mentioned, are fHll in bondage among the Heathen; and thofe who have

efcapd with their lives are ftript of their All; their houfes burnt, their fences de-

ttroved, their plantations laid wafte, and, to fpeak within bounds, their country for
fixry or feventy miles, a few forts excepted, one continued ruin; and, what aflicts
* thum fili more, they are deprived of the means of grace. Thefe are the objelts that |
‘ {olicite your charity, not to relieve their bodily ftraits, however great and prefling ; but
to fupply their {piritual wants, to enable them, by giving a'little out of your abun-
dance, to maintain thofe who are called to difpenfe amongft them the bread and the
water of life, which has often refrefhed your ¢wn fouls, and which happy Scotland
¢njoys in {uch plenty and purity.

The Memorialift thall orly add, that his conftituents, the minifters and gentlemen
of the Corporatioh and Synod, in whofe name he {peaks, beg that their Chriftian friends
and brethren would regard them as guardians taking care of an infant church, a daughter .
of the'church of Scotland, in great diftrefs, amidft avaft wildernefs. They plead for
ability to {pread the gofpel of peace through the dark places of the earth, that have been
| tong the habitations of cruelty.. They plead for the faithful minifters of Chrift, and

3 zealous aferters of Britifh liberty, who-languifh amidft mifery and want. They plead

} for many. congregations in danger of no more hearing the glad tidings of falvation. -

They plead alfo for vaft numbers of the rifing generation, who, without your friendly

aid, may ‘be for ever deprifred of the moft ineftimable bleffing, public inftruction and

gofpel ordinances. Charity.is a moft exalted grace: it is highly beneficial to mankind ;

i ’ -wiit be fosdly applauded, and receive an ample reward in the great day of recompence,
Ege hath not feen, ear bath not heard, nor Tath it entred Tato tEe Beart: of Mman (0

 conceive, what glory and felicity awaits thofe who, out of love to Go‘d,_‘and.cdncern

_—

for the Mediator’s kingdom, fhall contribute for promotihg this Godlike deﬁgx_i, of fa-
ving fouls from death. Great, unfpeakably great, fhall be their reward in heaven,
whep th(%y that have done good « fhall ﬁ;ine.as the brig}itnefs,of the ﬁrn{ament, and
“ they .gfxat turn many:to righteoufans,_ as the ftars for_'eye_r and ever.” '

~The General Aflembly of .the Church of Scotland, held at Edinburgh May I_St.h;

1 760, having confidered the. above reprefentation, together ;‘vi‘_th the c?t;i@;atgs i

produced by the memorialift, they did authorife and appéin,t a Collection to ?c made

_ at the church doors of all the parifhes in- Scotland, upon the fecond Vqu,rd’s'déy qf :
. February 1761, hoping that a Colle&ion for fuch a pious charitaBLe purpofe will: meet

. with; that favourable reception which its igqurgancc and interefting nature gle,gf_l for -
‘\l«\ CHARLES BEATTY.
\ CoRong ' - . :
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