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YWATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT?
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Snﬁ. watchman, what of the night?

o the dews of the morning fall?

Have the orient skies a border of light,
Like the fringe of a funeral palll

“The night is fast waning on high,
And soon shall the darkness flee,

And the morn shall spread o'er the blushing sky,
And bright shall its glocies be.”

But, watchman, what of the night,
When sorrow and pain are mine,

And the pleasures of life, so sweet and bright,
No longer aronnd me shine?

“That night of sorrow thy soul
May surely rrepare 10 meet,

But away shall the elouds of thy heaviness roll,
And the morning of joy be sweet.”

But, watchman, what of the night,
When the arrow of death is sped,

And the grave, which no glimmering star can light,
Shall be my sleeping bed?

“That night is near,—and the cheerless tomb
Shall keep thy body in store,

‘T'ill the morn of eternity rise on the gloom,
And night shall be no more.”

JOHN BUNYAN'S CONFESSION OF PAITH.

1. I Berieve that there i¥ but one only
true God, and that there is none other but he:
“To us there is but one God, the Father, of
whom are all things. And this is life eternal,
that they might know thee the only true God,”
&e.

2. I believe that this God is almighty, eter-
nal, invisible, incomprehensible, &e. *1 am the
Almighty God, walk before me, and be thou
perfect.”  “The eternal Godis thy refuge.”—
“Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invi-
sible, the only wise God, be honor and glory,
for ever and ever,” ;

3. 1 believe that this God is unspeakably
perfect in all his attributes, of power, wisdom,
Jjustice, truth, holiness, merey, love, &c.: His
power is said to be eternal, his understanding
and wisdom infinite; he is called the just
Lord, in opposition to all things; he is said to
be truth itself, and the God thereof. Thereis
none holy as the Lord. “God is love.” “Canst
thou by searching find out God? Canst thou
find out the Almighty unto perfection?”’

4, 1 believe that, in the Godhead, there are
three persons or subsistences: *There are three
that bear record in heaven; the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghost.”

5. I believe that these three are, in nature,
essence, and eternity, equally one. *“These
three are one.”

6. I believe “there is a world to come.”

7. I believe that there shall be a resurrec-
tion of the dead, both of the just and unjust.
“Many that sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake; some to everlasting life, and some to
everlasting shame and conternpt.  Marvel not
at this. For the hour is coming, in the which
all that are in their graves shall hear his voice,
and shall come forth; they that have done
good, to the resurrection of life; and they that
have done evil, to the resurrection of damna-
tion.”

8. I believe that they that shall be counted
worthy of that world, and of the resurrection
from the dead, neither marry nor are given in
marriage, neither can they die any more; “for
they are equal to the angels, and are the chil-
dren of God, being the children of the resur-
rection.”!

9. I believe that those that die impenitent,
shall be tormented with the devil and his an-
gels, and shall be cast with them into the lake
that burns with fire and brimstone, *“where the
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched.”

10. Ibelieve that, because God is naturally
holy and just, even as he is good and merciful;
therefore, all having sinned, none can be saved
without the means of a Redeemer. “Then he
is gracious unto him, and saith, deliver him
from going down to the pit, I have found a
ransom. We have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness of our sins. For
which, without sheddinz of blood, is no re-
mission.”

11. I helieve that Jesus Christ our Lord
himself is the Redeemer. “They remembered
that God was their rock, and the high God
their Redeemer.” “Forasmuch as ye know,
that ye were not redeemed with eorruptible
things, such as silver and gold, from your vain
conversation received by tradition from your
fathers; but with the precious blood of Christ,
as of a lamb without blemish and without
BFDL”

12. I believe that the great reason why the
Lord, the second person in the Godhead, did
clothe himself with our flesh and blood was,
that he might be capable of obtaining the re-
demption that before the world was intended
for us. “Forasmuch then as the children
were made partakers of flesh and blood, he
also himself likewise took part of the same;
(mark,) that through death he might destroy
him that had the power of death, that is, the
devil, and deliver them who, through fear of
death, were all their lifetime subject to bond-
age. When the fulness of time was come,
God gent forth his Son made of a woman,
made under the law, to redeem them that
were under the law. Wherefore it hehoved
him in all things to be made like unto his
brethren, that he might be a merciful and
faithful high-priest in things pertaining to God,
1o make reconciliation for the sins of the peo-
ple: For in that himself hath suffered, being
tempted, he is able to succour them that are
tempted. Christ hath redeemed us from the
curse of the law, being made a curse for us—
As it is written, Cursed is every one that
hangeth on a tree. That the blessing of Abra-
Ham might come upon the Gentiles, throngh
faith in Jesus Christ.”

13. 1 believe that the time when he clothed
himself with our flesh was in the days of the
reignof Casar Auwgustus; then, 1 say, and not
till then, was the word made flesh, or clothed
with our nature.

“And it came to pass in those days, that
there went out a decree from Clesar Angustus,
that all the world should be taxed; and Joseph
went up from Galilee, out of the city of Na-
zareth unto Judea, unto the city of David,
which 15 called Bethlehem: because he wasof
the house and lineage of David, to be taxed,
with Mary his espoused wife being great with

child; and so it was, that while they were
there, the days were accomplished that she
should be delivered. 'This child was he of
whom' godly Simeon was told by the Haly
Ghost, when he said, that he should not see
death until he had seen the Lord Chyist.”

14. I believe, therefore, that this very child,
as before is testified, is both God and man; the
Christ of the living God. “And she brought
forth her first born son, and wrapt him in
swaddling clothes) and laid him in a manger;
beeause there was no room for themin the nn,
And there were inthe same country shepherds
keeping watch over their flocks by nizht. And
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and
the glory of the Lord shined round about them;
and they were sore afraidl. And the angel
said unto them, fear not; for behold I bring you
good tiding of great joy, whichshall betoall
people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David, a Saviour, whichis Christ the
Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; ye
shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger” Again: “But
while he thonght on these things, hehold the
angel of the Lord appeared unto him, saying,
Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take
unto thee Mary thy wife, for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And
she shall bring fortha son, and thou shalt call
his name Jesus, for he shall save his people
from their sins. Now all this was done, that
it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the
Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold a virgin
shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel, which,
being interpreted, is God with us.”

15. I'believe, therefore, that the richteous-
ness and redemption by which we that be-
lieve stand just before Gag, as saved from the
curse (_JI' thelaw, is the rizhteousness and re-
demption that consists in the personal acts and
performances of this child Jesus, this God-man,
the Lord’s Christ; it consisteth, I say, in’ his
personal fulfilling the law for us, to the wut-
most requirement of the justice of God, “Do
not think (saith he) that I am come to destroy
the law or the Prophets; I am not come to de-
stroy, but to fulfill. By which means he be-

came the end of the law for richteousness to
every one L DENeVETDE 1 Uranﬂ.tl; e Taw

could not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, Giod sending his own Son in the like-
ness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin
i the flesh.  So finishing transgressions, and
making an end of sins, and making reconcili-
ation for iniquity, he brought in everlasting
righteousness.”

16. I believe that, for the completing of this
work, he was always sinless; did always the
things that pleased God's justice; that every
one of his acts, both of doing and suffering,
and rising again from the dead, was really
and infinitely perfect, being done by him as
God-man; wherefore his acts before he died are
called, “the righteousness of God,” his bleod,
“the blood of God;" and “herein perceive we
the love of God, in that he laid down his life
for us” The Godhead, which gave virtueto
all the acts of the human nature, was then in
perfect union with it when he hanged upon the
cross for our sins,

17. 1 believe, then, that the righteousness
that saveth the sinner from the wrath to come,
is properly and personally Christ's, and ours
but as we have union with him, God by grace
imputing it to us. “Yea, doubtless, and [
count all things loss, for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord; for whom
I have suffered the loss of all things, and do
count them but dung that I may win Christ,
and be found in him, not having my own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Christ, the
richteousness which is of God by faith. For
of him areye in Christ Jesus, who of God is
made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption. For he hath
made him to be sin for us who knew no sin,
that we might be made the righteousness of
God in him.”

18. I believe that God, as the reward of
Christ's undertaking for us, hath exalted him
to his own right hand as our Mediator, and
given him a nameabove every name; and hath
made him Lod of all, and judge of quick and
dead; and all this that we who believe might
take courage to believe and hope in God.
“And being found in fashion as a man, he hum-
bled himself unto death, even the death of the
cross, where he died for our sins; wherefore
God hath highly exalted him, and given him
a name above every naume; that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, both of things
in heaven, and things in earth, and things that
are under the earth; and that every tongue
shall confess that Jesus Christ 1s Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. And he command-
ed us to preach unto the people, and to testify
that it was he that was ordained of God to be
the judge of quick and dead. Who verily
was foreordained before the foundation of the
world, but was manifest in the last times for
you, who by him do believe in God, who raised
him from the dead, and gave him glory, that
your faith and hope might be in God.”

19. T believe that, being at the right hand
of God in heaven, he doth there effectually
exercise all the offices of his excellent priest-
hood and mediatorship, presenting himself be-
fore God, in the rizhteonsness which was ac-
complished for us when he was in the world;
for, by the efficacy of his blood, he not only
went into the holy place, but being there, and
having' by it obtained eternal redemption for
us, now is receiving the worth and merit there-
of from the Father, doth bestow upon us
crace, repentance, faith, and the remission of
sins; yea, he also received for us the Holy
CGihost, to be sent unto us to ascertain us of
our adoption and glory; for if he were onearth,
he should not be a priest. “Seeing then we
have a great high priest that is entered into
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our profession. For there is one God,
and one Mediator hetween God and man, the
man Christ Jesus. For by his own blood he
entered into the holy place, having obtained
eternal redemption forus. For Christ is not
entered into the holy place made with hands,
which is the figure of the true, but into heaven
itself, now to appear in the presence of God
for us.  Therefore being by the right hand of
God exalted, and having received of the Fa-
ther the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath
shed forth this which ye now seeand hear.”

20. 1 believe that, being there, he shall so
continue till the restitution of all things; and
then he shall come again in glory, and shall
sit in judgment upon all flesh; and I believe
that, according to his sentence, so shall their
judgment be. “Repent ye, therefore, and be
converted, that your sins may be blotted out,
when the times of refreshing shall come from
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the presence of the Lord. And he shall send
Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto
you, wl}om the heavens must receive, uatil the
restitution of all things, spoken of Iy the
mouth of all theholy prophets since the world
began. For this same Jesus, which yehave
seen go up into heaven, shall so come in'\ike
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.
For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, and with the voice of the
archangel and the trumpet of God,” &c. “When
the Son of man skall come in his glory, ind
all the holy angels with him, then he shall sit
upon the throne of his glory. And before
him shall be gathered all nations; and he shall
separate them one from another, as a shep-
herd divideth his sheep from the goats. And
he shall set his sheep on his right hand, but the
goats on the left. Then shall the King say
to them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared
for you from the foundation of the world,
Then shall he say to them on the left hand,
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.
And these shall go away into everlasting
punishment; but the righteous into life eternal.
For the day of the Lord will come as a thief
in the night, in the which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat; the earth also, and
the works that are therein, shall be burnt up.
Seeing then that all these things must be dis-
soI_ved, what manner of persons ought we to
bein all holy conversation and godliness; look-
ing for and hastening unto the coming of the
day of God, wherein the heavens, being on
fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat?”

21. T believe that, when he comes, his saints
shall have areward of grace for all their work
and labor of love which they shewed to his
name in the world: “And every man shall re-

fEHbE AR IR SRR 2e6A e, 19, his own
of God. And behold I eome quickly, and

my reward is with me, to give to every man
according as his work shall be. Wherefore,
my beloved brethiren, be steadfast, immoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord;
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is
not in vain in the Lord, knowing that of the
Lord ye shall receive thereward of inheritance,
for you serve the Lord Christ.”

For the Watchman of the South,

Mr. Editor—Inclosed I send you eight let-
ters from the pen of the Rev. Drury Lacy, A.
M. They were written originally to his friend
Miss P. C. now Mrs. P. A. of Prince Edward
county. It is with her full consent that they
are now offered to you for publication 'They
breathe much of the spirit of genuine religion.
May every reader of the Watchman imbibe
largely of the same spirit. It is this which
constitutes the great secret of all true happi-
ness and extensive usefulness.

Yours, truly, W P8

LETTER L
Haxppen Soyey, Nov. 6, 1792.

Miss P.—1 received your's of yesterday,
and think I feel a heart to commiserate you
in your present sitnation, But I trust the last
sentence in your letter, “The night is far spent,”
was a prophecy of the truth; and that before
you see this, you will see that Jesus Christ is
the same yesterday, to-day and forever, to the
comforting of your soul. What are your fears
and discouragements? Do you not firmly be-
lieve that you have relied on Christ for your
salvation? Do you not, even under your hard-
est frames, feel your need of the merits of the
Saviour as sensibly as ever you did? Do you
feel a longing desire to enjoy communion with
God? and would it rejoice you more to have
his reconciled countenance lifted up uwpon you
than for corn and wine and oil, that is, for
every worldly possession to increase? Are you
content to bear all you do, provided it has a
tendency to mortify corruptions, to root out
sin, and make you esteemn the Saviour more
precious? It is a trial of your faith. O that
God may enable you to stand, and at length
to your comfort find, that the trial of your faith
worketh patience, experience and hope. Are
you willing: that Christ should destroy your
sin, even if it is by such discipline as you now
are under. I know that no affliction for the
present is joyous but grievous, but afterwards
it worketh the peaceable fruits of righteous-
ness in them that are exercised thereby. Are
you willing that Christ should sanctify your
nature? Not you and he together, but that he
should do all by his own power, and have all
the praise? Then fear not. The gates of hell
shall never prevail against you. Though now
if need be you shall be under manifold sorrows,
yet you shall come off more than conqueror at
last. Heaviness may endure for a night, but
joy cometh in the morning. And, althongh
you may sow in tears now, you shall doubt-
less come again with joy, bearing your sheaves
with you. Then lift up your head with joy,
and say with the Psalmist, ‘Why art thou
cast down, O my soul, and why art thou dis-
quieted within me: Hope thou in God, for I
shall yet praise him, who is the health of my
countenance, and my God.! Cannot you be-
lieve that these afflictions are among the all
things that shall work together for your good.
Come to Christ. I fear there is some abomina-
blespice of legality in your heart. Iexpeet you
have been off your guard and God has detected
you. You feel ashamed that you should ever
have acted such a base part, and now you want
to make some amends by your repentance and
sorrow. Away with all such nonsense. Come
to Christ, as poor, gnilty, wretched a sinner as
you ever were,—not as a tolerable good elhris-
tian after all, but as a hell-deserving sinner,
and he will not reject you. Whosoever com-
eth unto me I will in no wise cast out. But
your objection will be, I cannot come. Well.

Lord. You know I don't mean leave off pray-
ing, for you would not follow that advice if I
was to give it you, I mean east all your care
upon the Lord—not a part of it, but all your
care. May the God of Heaven preserve you
in every trial, and keep you as far from pre-
sumption as despondency. May he make
darkness licht before you, and never suffer you
to reproach religion or give the wicked ground
to say, “Where is now thy God?’
Your sincere friend,

DRURY' LACY.

Stand still then, and see the salvation of the

For the Watchman of the South.

The following two letters, written by the
Rev. James Turner, were obtained from a per-
sonal friend of his, to whom they were origi-
nally addressed. They will no doubt be read
with/ great interest by all who have any recol-
lection of their author. Mr. Turner was a
man for whom the grace of God did much—
And he seems to have realized it very sensi-
bly ever after his conversion. I find his me-
mory 1s very dear to many in our Virginia
clurches. He labored, after becoming a mi-
nister, in Bedford county. He entered the mi-
nistry quite late in life; but was eminently use-
ful in the cause of his Master.

Webo B
‘We give one letter this week. Our readers may ex-
pect the other next week.—FEd.

LETTER L
Aprpir 9 1702

Dear P.—1 suppose you are not unwilling
to hear from 1e. We have at different times
conversed freely together, and perhaps it has
created somewhat of an attachment to each
other, 1 hope this attachment is founded
not upon the precarious footing on which the
attachments of the world are founded; but ona
firm basis that eternity will not dissolve, Be-
lievers not only are united to Christ, but with
one another. They love each other, They
have the same thing in view all the world
over, however they may be divided by names
and denominations. I trust we are both aim-
ing at the same thing, viz. the glory of God,
which we desire to promote in the places di-
vine providence has placed usin. I am con-
scious that this is my desire, (if I am conscious
of any thing) however far short I may come
of accomplishing my desires. I believe that,
like myself, you often feel changes in your
frames and feelings. Sometimes you soar very
high, and then down you sink, as low.  This
15 OWIMERET. When you feel well—all is well,
and you rejoice, and ere you are aware, your
good feelings almost insensibly glide into levi-
ty, and then you have to smart for it, to bring
you to a proper, humble temper again. This
1s my own disposition, I know, and I have
observed too much of it in you. Bome chris-
tians go on more smoothly and steadily, and,
perhaps, upon the whole, live more cormforta-
ble lives than either of us do. I have often
wished and prayed for more seriousness and
gravity, but have never yet obtained my de~
sire. However, it is absolutely necessary that
we should meet with ups and downs in this
world, and many advantages result to us there-
from. They teach us our entira depravity, and
absolute necessity of Jesus Christ—and those
things we should soon forget were we not made
to feel them.

You will find nothing of as much advantage
to you, in your spiritnal warfare, as seeret pray-
er. Oh! whot o prvilezc! Do veaolul uever we
litiy nfs duty over. Take time to examine
yourself, and attend carefully to the workings
of your heart at all times; but especially in re-
tirement, Make the word of God the man of
your counsel. It is profitable to take it with
you in seeret—and pray over it.  If our expe-
riences are such as the Scriptures approve, God
will also approve them. When you pray, re-
member me.  Beg of God to keep me humble,
and save me from the world. Yesterday the
Sacrament was administered liere, and I think
it was a solemn day; but not near so muchso as
we had at Cumberland and Briery. We have
had some excellent preaching. When I shall
come that way I know not. I wish to visit
you, and will if I can conveniently in the course
of this summer, Remember me to the whole
family; and if any complain that I wrote to
yon, and would not write to them, tell them
thet you asked me to do it; but they did not.
I expect to see your brother B. at Presbytery,
at which time write to me.

I am your real friend, and well-wisher in
Christ. JAMES TURNER.

For the Watchman of the South.
PROVERBS FROM MATTHEW HENRY;
COLLECTED FROM THE ORIGINAL COPY OF
“HENRY'S EXPOSITION.”

No. XIIL
Suited to the times.

1. Those that undertake great and public
services, must not think it strange if they be
discountenanced and opposed by those from
whom they had reason to expect support and
assistance; but must humbly go on with their
work, in the face not only of their enemies’
threats, but of their friends shghts and suspi-
cions.

9. Though we have reason and right on our
side, if we speak it with fierceness, God takes
notice of it, and is much displeased with it.—
T'he scriptures take notice, by way of blame,
which of the contending parties manage the
cause with most passion. The words of the
men of Judah were fiercer than those of the
men of Israel.

3. In times of the greatest degeneracy and
apostacy, God has always had, and will have,
a remmant faithful to him, some that keep
their integrity, and do not go down with the
stream.

4. There are more good people in the world
than some wise and holy men think there are.
Their jealousy of themselves, am_tl l'u}' God,
makes them think the corruption is universal;
but God sees not as they do.

5. Timesof public reformation are, and should
be, times of public rejoicing. :

6. The church’s poorest timnes were 1ts pur-
est,
7. If things do not go so well as we could
wish, yet we have reason to take notice of it
with thankfulness, if they go better than was
to have been expected, better than formerly, and
better than we deserved; and we should own
God’s goodness, if he do but grant us some de-
liverance. . )

8. Corruptions in worship are such diseases
of the chureh, as even then, when they seem to
be cured, it is very apt to relapse into again,

9. Nothing hastens the ruin of a people, nor
ripens them for it more than the baffling, hope-
ful attempts for reformation.

10. Well begnn, is balf ended.

11. They that do not work themselves may
yet'do good service by guickening and encou-
raging those that do work.

12. At some periods, the church has suffer-
ed more hy the coldness of its friends than by
the heat of its enemies: but both together com-

monl y malke chureh work slow work.

OPAGATION OF THE DISTINCTIVE TENETS AND INST

ITUTIONS OF

13. He that has a house of hig ow 11, should
dedicate it to Giod, that he may have a church
in his house,

14. The church hasreceived abundance of ad-
vantage from the writing as well as the preach-
ing of divine things; faith cometh not only by
hearing, but by reading. X

15. Those that have not opportunity as Ze-
bulun had of bringing into the church those
that are without, may yet be very serviceahle
to its interests, by helping to build up those that
are within,

16. Narrow, selfish spirits care not what be-
comes of God’s church, so they can but get
keep and save money. 5 1

17. Those that are unchurched will soon be
undong; the glory is departed if the ark be ta-
ken.

I8. The pious devotions of God’s people
sometunes provoke and exasperate their ene-
mies more tham any thing vise:

19. The oneness of the church's enemies
should shame the church’s friends out of their
discords and divisions, and engage them to be
one,

20. In all leagues of relation and friendship
we must first try, and then trust, lest we re-
pent, at leisure, agreements made in Laste.,

21. Things are sometimes at the worst with
the !.:llltl'ﬂll und people of God, just before they
begin to mend.

22. In the christian churelh there must needs
be heresies, that they which are perfect may
be made manifest.

23. Like leader like followers.

8. D.

SELECT REMAINS
OF

REV. JAMES W. DOUGLASS.

Wishing to begin next week the publication of ex-

tracts from the diary of Mr. Douglass and to continue

earlier than the first number in the month, the nlmmm:.r
sermon, We regard both the subject and the manner
of the following discourse as well worthy solemn at-
tention. It is the first'sermon he ever wrote,
DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY.
Rom. ix. 18: Therefore hath hie merey on whom he
will have mercy.

My object, in connexion with this passage
of the inspired Word, is to state a fow facts,
which I suppose will be admitted by all, for
the purpose of illustrating the text, and esta-
blishing the Divine Sovereignty absolute and
universal.

When we open the book of nature, and ex-
ercise our reason upon what we see, we shall
hear the heavens declaring to us the glory of
God, not only as to his existence, his power
and wisdom, but as to his absolute authority.
and uninterrupted control. Chance did not
make the heavens. Chance did not fit up
in them a tabernacle for this cheering sun.

(Chancs did not oemorvacnt thom, ae you e,

with that ealm and quiet moon,

And all those stars that round her burn,

And all the planets in their turn;
And when we see their going forth from
the end of the heaven, and their cireuit to the
ends thereof, we will not say that chance or
finite power sustains and guides them, any
more than it created them at first.  The Lord
made the heavens. And the Lord reigneth in
the heavens, doing his pleasure with all its
shining orbs, and with, all the armies of their
teeming population.

And is this one planet excepted? Doth he
not also his pleasure with the earth, and among
the inhabitants of the earth? Certainly. And
doth he not reign over mind as well as matter?
Is the body of a man subject to his control,
and not his spirit?  'We do not imagine such
a thing. We know that his counsel shall
stand, and he will fulfil all his good pleasure,
That he worketh all things after the counsel
of his own will. And this we know could
not be unless his dominion over every man on
earth were as perfect as over the earth itself.
And as perfect over the faculties of his mind,
as over the muscles of his body. And as per-
fect oo over every thing affecting his conver-
sion and salvation as a sinner, as it is over
every thing affecting his birth and preservation
as a creature. And henee the declaration,
“He hath merey on whom he will have mercy.”
He saves such men by such means and instru-
ments, and at such time and way as to him-
self seemeth good. The doctrine of God's
sovereignty, unlimited and uninterrupted for-
ever, 18 the plain doctrine of the text; and that
especially in regard to.man’s salvation.

In the illustration.of the text I will state
four things which the natural reason, or the
observation of all men will sustain.

1. In providing a Saviour for a lost world,
God acted in a sovereign way, showing merey
to this world because it seemed good in his
sicht so to do. He acted under no kind of
necessity, natural or moral, but was so free
that he could have withheld this Saviour—he
could have sent him to other worlds, if’ other
worlds needed him, and have passed this world
by.

God o loved the world as to give his only
begotten Son.  He freely gave him up for us
all.  Freely, from no necessity whatever, but
out of a pure and disinterested benevolence to
a ruined race. His own compassion was the
motive. There was no necessity either from
man’s condition, or God's relation to man, by
which he would have suffered in his character
or happiness, if he had not redeemed us.

What necessity could there he? Man was
wretched indeed; exposed to everlasting wretch-
edness. But he brought it on himself. The
fallen angels are wretched, and yet our God
leaves them to their wretchedness, Tt has not
seerned good to extend to them redemption
through his Son: On the contrary it has seemed
the wisest and the most benevolent course to
let them stand, as monunients of his justice,
truth, and power, and hatred to sin; and thus
to hold them up as wamings to all other crea-
tures. The apostle speaks of the fallen an-
gels as suffering precisely for this purpose.—
“Who are set forth for an cxample, suffering
the vengeanze of eternal fire.”

Example awful of the wrath of God,

Sad mark to which all sin must fall.
But why was not the Saviour sent to those
lost angels, and we, rebellious men, set forth for
an examplet  'They deserved to perish eternal-
Iy, but so did se. It ig said, the devil rebelled
more freely, at his own instance, whereas man
was beguiled. The devil sinned deliberately;

man was surprised. I this were so, what we
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say of “his angels” they were beguiled Wwe'
may imagineagmuch as Adam,  The Saviour
might have bheen sent to either, or to both, or
tonone. He was gent here. He took not of
him the nature of those angels, but ke took
on him the seed of Abrabam.  We are the fa-
vored world. But the reason of the differenee
remains with God.  H@ hath mercy on whom
he will. B0

2. The Saviour comes to this world then
instead of going to the world of lost ungels’
because such was the pleasure of God. BI‘I{
2, the knowledge of this salvation i& sent to
some, and not to others; so that while some
have line upon line, others have never heard:
of a Saviour. Never at least in the usual
way, or in any other way, that we can know
of. For two thousand years the oracles of
God were committed, and almost confined to’

the Jews—to a mere handful of the human
race.  OVer O 1 s LIe THOST smpnl 1tio-

latry, and the most hateful vices spread then=
sel\:es without interruption. He suffered all
nations to walk in their own ways.  The Jews
he did not suffer.  Since Christ came the Gen-
tiles are embraced in the offers of the gospel,
but compared with the millions who sit in
darkness still, its glad tidings have reached
but few. And althoueh we do not know
much about their prospects for eternity, yet
we know at least this, that if faith cometh'b ¥
hearing, they are not so likely to have saving’
faith as those who live in gospel lands.  They
are generally abandoned to viees which will
exclude them froin the presence and enjoyment
of a holy God. We are more favored who
have the gospel than those who have it not,

But why have we been the favored nations?
Why are we not in their situation and they i
ours?
gospel when they had it? Would we if let
alone? How many in every place desire its
departure.
sign the reason? « It remains with God; and
as for us he simply tells us that such is his
pleasure,

3. There is a third observation upon the dis-
tribution of the means of erace, which has
no doubt occurred to all.  In the same chris-
tian: neighborhood, one is found in circum-
stances very favorable to the obtaining of sal-
vation, and another in eireumstances very un-
favorable. They are by no means on an equa~
lity. One has pious parents, and therefore he"
has a good example, and religious instraction.-
His parents pray for him, and with him, and
teach him to pray for himself. His evil incli-
nations and habits they counferact, whilst they
cherish the habits of virtue and relizion.  An-
other has none of all these advantages, but on
the contrary, almost all that he sees and hears,-
from his infancy, is caleulated to pollute his
memory, to seay his conseience; and destroy his
soul.

“I hnvw Alnaliaus sald thie Lot that he
will command his ehildven and his household
after him—and they shall keep the way of
the Lord.” See how favorably circumstanced
for the obtaining salvation. But a wicked
man even without intending it, will lead his
household into the ways of sin, and what
chance have they to find afterwards the way
of life?

Some are born to riches and dignities which
are generally great hindrances to a man's con-
version. “They spend their days in wealth—
therefore they say unto God, depart from us,
for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways.-
Who is the Almighty?’ And othersagain in'
circumstances of dependence, and poverty, and
affliction, which are favorable to their conver~
sion.

Some are in a neighborhood where there are’
many and good religious instructions: where
the gospel is preached with plainness and at-
tended with divine power. And others: have
but few, and indifferent religious instruetions,
and where no good influence secins to be near.

These are the facts, but hew arethey ac-
counted for? Is it said, they regpect temporal
advantages? What matter? What if the
God of grace were to retire and say, take your
choice; and then the God of providence should
prevent a choice. Why does the providence
of God place one under the kindly influesice
of gospel truth and christian example; and
expose another to every thing polluting and
ruinous to the soul? The reason to us is sim-
ply and only this, that God, in his sovereignty
chooses that so it shall be. “Working all
these things according to the counsel of his
own will” “Even so, Father, for so it scemed
rood in thy sight.”

4. There is yet one more remark on this
subject, which is, that, although there may be
no difference as to the circumstances in which
different persons hear the gospel, yet there is
a difference in the ¢ffect. "o one it 1s a savor
of life unto life; and to another of death unto:
death. You have seen it so again and again.
8o it wasof old. Of Terah's family we know
not that any were called but Abram. Of
Abraham’s children Isaac heirs the promises,
whilst Ishmael, the elder, is passed by; thus
exhibiting a difference among the children of
the same pious parents. So teaches the apos-
tle in Rom. ix. “Neither because they are the
seed of Abraham are they all children, but in
Isnae shall thy seed be called” Among
Isaac’s children again we sce the same thing.
Esau the eldest is passed by, and the blessing
conferred on Jacob, and for this the simple
pleasure of God is the only assizned reason,
“For the children, being not yet born, neither
having done any good or e_\'il, 1.|1_:|1 the purpose
of God according to election nught stand, I]Fit
of works, but of him that calleth, it was said
unto her, the elder shall serve the younger.

As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esan
Wave I hated.” Whether all this had refe-
rence to nations or individuals, the principle is
the same. 'The children having done neither
good or evil. Here is sovercienty and the ef-
foct iz the same One is placed on higher
eround than another; and the only reason that
we know of for such difference, 1s the will of
God. He hath mercy on whom he wilk
"Pherefore that is wholesome and excellent
doetrine which is taught by the Roﬁ?rmed
churches generally, as their creeds testify.—
The 17th of the thirty-nine articles of the
church of England is in these words:

XVIL Of Predestination and Election.

«Predestination to life is the everlasting pur-
pose of God, wherehy (before the foundations
of the world were laid) he hath constantly de-

creed, by his Coungel, sceret to us, 10 deliver

Is it said, They would not keep the’
Is it safd, “They will npt receive’

He hath mercy on whom he will.-
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bf union, and as barriers against ervor, the
more completely and effectually we can make
hem to answer these purposes, the greater their
alue.  The hope, indeed, of banishing all er-
ror from the visible chureh, is a vain hope. It
pever was; and never will be perfectly realized.
But surely it will be regarded by every serious
ind as desirable to go as far as possible in
e attainment of this object; and especially
ot only to banish radical error, but all error
which approaches that which is radical.
The truth is, whether we examine ecclesias-
lical history, or contemplate what is now go-
ing on before our eves, we shall see the encinies
of Creeds, and especially the enemies of going:
nto much detail in Creeds, have generally
seen latitudinarians as to christian doctrine. Tt
s an invariable characteristic of the orthodox,
that they lay great stréss on the knowledge
and reception of truth;—that they consider it
us necessary to holiness; that they deem an es-
sential part of fidelity to their Master in hea-
ven 1o consist in contending for it, and main-
faining it in opposition to all forms of error.
Dn the contrary, it is found to be almost asin-
ariable a characteristic of heretics, both an-
aent and modern, that they appear lightly to
esteen modes of faith: that they manifest a
perked indifference to truth; that they are pe-
puliarly apt to prevaricate about it, and explain
t away; and hence, very naturally reprobate,

and even vilify, all faithful attempts to oppose

heresy, and to separate heretics from the church,
I'he former are willing to have Confessions of
Faith as full and precise as you please. The

‘Ratier, all the world over, would have them
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onsist of only eight or ten articles, and even
hose expressed in such general terms as would
Mlow of skulking and eyasion on the part of
all who professed, in any shape, to believe the
Bible. Such is, undoubtedly, the state of facts.
Let the conscientious christian judge of its in-
dication.
One more question remains to he considered,
viz. How far subseription to articles of faith
plies the plenary belief of every minute par-
icular which they contain? T'he discussion
of this question must be reserved for another
etter. Yours, tuly,
SAMUEL MILLER.
Princeton, September 5th, 1838,

For the Watchman of the South.
FARMVILLE CONVENTION.

Myr. Plumer,—The meeting of the Farm-
pille Convent an is just over. Sometime be-
ore the meeting, I saw an article in ong of
heir papers, complaining that they were slan-
dered by an attempt on the part of the Old
Bchool, to make the impression, that they in-
tended to divide the Church; butif Tmay judge
from what I have heard of their proceedings,

eir measures have certainly a tendency to
disorganization and division. 1 was not my-
gelf a spectator, but I have received my infor-
mation throngh channels worthy of confidence,
and if in any thing T shonld be mistaken, T am
willing to be corrected by the minutes of the
body, which will soon be Iaid before the public.

The very first step in this mecting was
plainly wnconstitutional. Our Constitution,
chap. 6, sec. 6, of our Directory for Worship,
gays, “It is expedient thal no person be intro-
duced to preach in any of the churohes under

r care unless by the consent of the Pastor or
Session.””  This provision of the Constitution
s very important for maintaining the harmony
pf our churches at all times, and especially in
imes of agitation; it places the pulpits of the
Church in the hands of those intrusted with
he immediate spiritual eare of the Churcly
ind a violation of the rule, might lead to in-
definite lengths of confusion. I'his provision
pf our Constitution, was openly and in the

ery letter of it, violated by this Convention.
[t seems strange, that those who call them-
selves the “constitutional Preshyterians” when
they meet for the professed purpose of preserv-
ng the Constitution, should palpably violate

at instrument in their very first step.  But
they actually did appoint their meeting and
heir preaching in the Preshyterian church at
Farmville, without consulting either the Pastor
or Session of that church, Such a measure
mnight appear immaterial in peaceful times;
but when the Convention met for the support,
af not the formation of a party, in opposition
o the views of the Pastor and Session of that
Church; and when their proceedings were in-
tended to give full vent to the spirit of party
fecling, such a violation of the Constitution
assumes a very serious aspect. The Pastor
and Session were placed in disagreeable cir-
cumstances; they did not wish to gquarrel, and
yet they did not like to be trampled down;

and besides an effort would be made to inflame

and divide the people under their care, which
they could not contemplate without concern,
I have said above that the measures of the
Convention have a necessary tendency to dis-
organization and division. One of their most
amportant resolutions is intended to induce the
Presbyteries of our Synod, to resolve on send-

ing no more delegates to the General Assem-

bly. Could this be effected, it would certainly
mount to'a division of the Church, whether
the New School brethren intended it as such
or not.  Preshyteries sometimes fail of sending
their delegates to the Assembly, and no notice
is taken of it; but this is always supposed to
arise from the inconvenience of the thing;
should a Presbytery formally resolve to send
po more delegates to the General Assembly, it
must be understood as a formal resolution to
forsake that body. I hope all our members
will consider this matter well before they act
wponit.  Besides such a resolution would vio-
late the Constitution, for if our Constitution is
any thing, it certainly obliges the Preshyte-
ries to maintain their representation in the As-
gembly, which is the “Boad of Union” of the
Presbyterian Church. And further, if our
delegates cease to go to the Assembly, onr re-
ports and appeals must also cease; we shall
be completely removed from the oversicht of
the General Assembly, and our separation from
that body and from the churches under its care
i will be complete,

The Convention passed another resolution,
intended to prevent the Synod of Virginia,
from carrying out the act of the Assembly in
the case of the Preshytery of the District of
Columbia. But should the Synod refuse to
obey that act, in present circumstances, their
refusal would be rebellion azainst the Agsem-
bly, and would place us in the predicament
of those who have forsaken the Presbyterian
Church. They tell us the act of the Assem-
bly is unconstitutional;—this many of us do
not believe to be the fact;—but supposing that
were the case, even an unconstitutional law
must be obeyed, until set aside by the proper
authority. A subordinate body may pronounce
a law unconstitutional, by way of argument,
in order to procure its repeal, or abrogation by
the proper authority; but if a subordinate body
should assume the right of dispbeying a law,
wheneverthey might think proper to pronounce
it unconstitutional, there would be an end of
all government, I trust the Synod of Virginia

will act no such part; and I hope the brethren
of the District Presbytery will not ask ng to
do it. It would certainly be painful to our
feelings, to be requested by those brethren to
rebel against the supreme authority of our own
Church.  Besides there is nonecessity for such
a cowrse; if that Preshytery does not intend to
be: bound by the act of their delezates, or to
let-it stand as their act, they have nothing to
do, but to take order on the subject, and report
their adhesion to our body to the next General
Assembly. 'This will set eyery thing right in
a friendly manner.

The act of our General Assembly hag been
complained of, and pronounced unconstitution-
al, but certainly without any reason. When
a part of our hody left us, it was necessary to
have some rule for ascertaining who belonged
to our Church and who did not. If those
Presbyteries whose delegates had left us, did
not intend themselves to leave us il was cer-
tainly not too much to require them to let us
know their determination; and this is all the
hardship which the rule imposes.

I will suggest one thing here which if duly
observed imay save some trouble. I helieve
the Old School members are fully agreed upon
their plan of operations; we will foree none to
leave us whose conduct does not subject them
to the discipline of the Church: but if any
ministers give notice of their intention to leave
us; orif they distinctly renounce our General
Assombly they must not be surpriced if we
take them at their word. It wonld be ehildish
for such to complaim, after choosing another
church and another General Assembly, that
we did not any longer consider them as mem-
bers of our Church. To avoid confusion it
will be necessary in such cases, that their
names be taken from our list, and that they he
afterwards considered as ministers of the gos-
pel of another denomination; in other words,
their authority to preach the gospel from that
tune will not be from our Church, and any in-
stallation engagements with any people, formed
under the authority of our Church, mnst cease.
If their people please to go with them and
form other engagements, be it so; but all en-
gagements which made them ministers of our
particular Chureh, and which made us respon-
sible for their conduet, must be at an end.

I will just further mention, that it was sl
gested in the Conveéntion, that the New Schoal
was to make a strong effort to ohtain a majo-
rity in our Presbyteries and Synod, next fall,
Such effort can only be rendered successful by
Ziaat nngligenao owetho sontonfe o old. Tl
byterians, and we hope all such will take
warning from this eircumstance and be at their
posts. GEO. A. BAXTER.
Sept. 11, 1838.

For the Watchman of the South.
ANECDOTE OF THE REV. MESSRS. LACY AND
TURNER.

BEvery thing relating to these two venerated
men, will, I presuine, be aceeptable to the read-
ers of the Watchman: 'The foilowing anec-
dote commends itself also, as a striking illus-
tration of the wisdom of that Providence,
which though for a while concealed, is often
made manifest in this life, and we are assured
will be fully revealed by God, in another state
of existence.

While spending a day with that revered
Father, Rev. Sarnuel Houston, among, many
other reminiscences of oldentime, he related the
oceasion of the Rey. James Turner's (better
known as IFather- Turner,) first permanent
religious impressions. He was for many years
a remarkably careless man—seldom attended
preaching, and never manifested any deeided
interest in rehigious things. Mr. Lacy,at that
tme residing in Prince Edward, appointed a
sacramental oceasion at Pisgah chureh, in
Bedford. Mr., Turner attended on Sabbath,
with the erowd, but felt so little interest in the
services, that he did not approach the place of
worship till attracted by Mr Lacy’s voice. He
was then, perhaps, indulging his merriment at
some distance from the stand, (the services
being out of doors,) and remarked as he heard
Mr. L. “Well, this is a new preacher, let's see
what he has to say.” The preacher was then
serving the communion table, and as his new
hearer approached, was drawing an illustra-
tion of Christ's vicarious atonement, from a
circumstance recorded in Roman History., “A
crimninal was on trial before the Roman Sen-
ate, whose brother was a distinguished war-
rior and had lost a hand, in fighting the battles
of his country. As the Senate (or court) was
about pronouncing sentence of condemnation
on the eriminal, the warrior entered, and with-
out saying a word, held up his handless arm.
The Senate struck by the action and remem-
bering the patriotism of the actor, immediately
granted his brother's life” Mr Laey, it is
well known, was without his left hand, He
suifed the gesture to the narration, and the
impression of that anecdote, rivetted the atten-
tion of Mr. T to' the obvious application and
the succeeding remarks. 'T'o that eircum-
stance he owed his permanent interest in re-
ligion and the conviction of his sinful and
condemned state resulied in, what a long and
useful life proved to be, his conversion.

I scarcely need add any thing, to shew how
well this illustrates the Providential dealing of
God. When Mr. Lacy’s hand was shot off
in early life, it was considered one of the se-
verest dispensations of God, which could befal
him. To that, however, was to be traced his
selecting, first a literary, and then a religious
course of life, and finally, entering  the minis-
try. And intimately and directly with that
very circumstance, was Father Turner’s con-
version, in all probability, connected.

B. M. SMITH.

Tue Lawsvrr—During our absence from
the city, a report of initinl proceedings in the
suit at law instituted by the Pelagian seceders,
was copied into our paper from the secular
press. Since onr return we have observed that
the seceding newspapers have been attempting
to create the impression abroad that these pro-
ceedings were favorable to their cause. On
inquiry, however, we have discovered that it
is only one of their usual tricks to keep up the
spirit of their party. The report itself was of
New-school fabric, and, as we have been in-
formed, was not even prepared by one of their
own lawyers; agoin, it is neither full nor cor-
rect, but was evidently prepared under the in-
fluence of prejudice; furthermore it conveys a
totally false impression that the counsel for the
Preshyterian church was fearful of meeting
the issue; and finally, the decision of the judge
in ordering the case for trial did not in any
sense touch its merits, nor has it in any, even
the slichtest degree, prejudiced the orthodox
cause. On the contrary we believe, that when
the trial shall be brought up, the advantage
will be greatly in favor of sound Preshyterian-
ism, not only from the superior merits of the
cause, but from the form in which it will be
tried,.  We have thought this notice necessary
to caution our readers against the misrepre-
sentations of our opponents.— Preshyterian,
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MISSIONS.

An abstract of the twenty-ninth annual veport of the
American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis-
siuns. has reuched us. We give the “Summary” and
“Domestic Department,” which ave as follows:

SUMMARY.

The receipts into the treasury during the
year have been 8236,170 98; which, while
they are less than those of the year closing
with July 31st, 1837, by &15,905 87, exceed
those of any other year sincs the orcanization
of the Board by $59,938 83; and exceed the
disbursements for the year by %5,523 18: di-
minishing the debt of the Board by the same
amount, and leaving it on the first of August
#35,851 35. The number of missions under
the care of the Board, includine some in each
of the four quarters of the globe, and amone
the islands of the sea, is 26; embracing 85
stations, at which are laboring 126 ordained
tmissionaries, 9 of whom are physicians, 11
physicians not preachers, 25 teachers, 10 print-
ers and book-bmders, 8 other male, and 178
female assistant migsionaries; inall 358 mis-
sionary laborers sent from this conntry; who,
with 7 native preachers and 108 other native
helpers, make the whole number of persons
laboring at the several missions under the pa-
tronage of the Board, and depending on its
treasury for support, 473. OF these, 7 ordained
missionaries, 1 male and 10 female assistants:
mrall 18, have been sent forth o uring the yea;'
now closed.

_ Through the instrumentality of the mis-
sionaries, 49 churches have been gathered
among the heathen, embracing 2,562 members,
Seven seminaries have been established by the
missionaries, and are sustained at the expenge
of the Board for the education of native
preachers and other assistants, in which are
336 pupils.  There are also 8 other boardine
schools, embracing 304 pupils; besides 154 free
schools, ‘iu which 6,140 children and vouth
are receiving a christian education. Under
the care of the missions are 13 printing esta-
blishments, with three type foundéries, and 24
presses, Theamount of printing executed at
these presses during the past year, including
school books, portions of seriptures, religious
tracts, ete. amounted to 665,862 copies, and
20,880,404 pages,

DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT.
Phe Reyv. B. D. Urriﬁin. DI). and John
Nitchie, Esq. members of the Roard who
_____ il s . :
died during the yvear. From the missions of
the Board one missionary and seven female
assistant missionaries have been removed by
death. One missionary, and three male and
five ferale assistant iissionaries have been at
their own request dismissed, in eonsequence of
failure of health or changes in the missions,
Thirteen missionaries and two male and
thirteen female assistant missionaries have
been appointed during the year, and ten mis-
sionaries and one physician previously appoint-
ed have resigned their appointments, most of
them having deemed it their duty, in conse-
quence of the delay in sending them out, to
engage in permanent labors at home.
Eighteen missionaries and assistant mis-
sionaries haye been sent out, viz: To missions
among the Indians, ten—To Singapore and
Bormeo, eight. Twenty-nine missionaries and
ten assistant missionaries are now under ap-
pointiment.
(e of the Secretaries of the Board has re-
sided at New York since the first of April
A lot has been purchased, and contracts have
heen mnade, for the erection of a house for the
permanent accommodation of the Board in
Boston, The building is in a state of for-
wardness and will be completed in a few
months,

AGENCIES.

Rev. Mr. Bardwell, and Rev. Mr. Hand in
New England, and Rev. Mr. Eddy and Mr.
Cannon in New York, have acted as general
acents of the Board as heretofore. Rev. Mr.
Hall has been appointed general agent for
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware and Ma-
ryland. Rev. Mr. Foote has succeeded Rev,
Mr. Mitchell, in Virginia and North Carolina.
The Board have had no general agent in South
Carolina and Georgia. Rev. Mr. Bullard ge-
neral agent for the Valley of the Mississippi,
has resigned, and no suceessor is yeét appointed.
Rev. Mr. Coe has continued to labor in the
Western Reserve, and the Rev, Mr, Nicliolas
has beenappointed general agent for Michigan.

PUBLICATIONS.

The circulation of the Missionary Herald
has increased during the year. Four thousand
five hundred copies of the last annual report
have been published, and eighty-five thousand
copies of missionary and quarterly papers.

FINANCES,

As was anticipated the year which has just
closed has been one of severe trial in this de-
partment, yet the state of the 'Freasury is bet-
ter than it was at the date of the last report.
Almost up to this time, the drafts upon the
treasury from the more distant and expensive
missions have been upon the same scale as in
1836.

The whole amount of receipts for the year
ending July 31st, was $236,170 98. The lia-
bilities of the treasury, including the debt of
B41,377 53, were $272,022 33, exceeding the
receipts 835,851 35 and leaving the treasury
in debt to that amount on the 31st of July,

The dimination of receipts, as compared
with last year; hag been principally in the large
cities. Inthe country generally, and especially
in New England and at the West, there has
been an increase. The donations to the Board
from auxiliaries, churches, &e. have fallen short
of last year, only 6,105 28. The remaining
deficiency has been in the amount of legacies
received this year, compared with the last.

If the remittances to the missions are kept
upon the present reduced scale, and if the
waiting missionaries are still detained, the pre-
gent rate of receipts will gradually extinguish
the debt. But it is very important that the
suffering missions should be relieved, and the
waiting missionaries sent out, with as little
delay as possible. 'To do this there must be
a considerable increase of receipts, and it is
thought the friends of the case are prepared
to enlarge their eontribntions, rather than al-
low the work of the Lord to be longer embar-
rassed. The number of contributors is much
greater now than ever before; and the interest
felt in the work; and the self-denial practised to
support it haye increased, it is believed, in an
equal ratio.  With these views of the state of
the churches; and with the prospects of re-
turning prosperity to the business of our coun-
try, the Committee look to the future with
lively hope.

Aid has been received during the year from
the American Bible Society to the amount of
$12,000 and from the American Tract Sogiety
1o the amount of #5,000.

The Generarn CoxvenTion of the Protes-

tant Episcopal Church convened for public
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worship at St. Peter's Church this mornine
and was opened by a sermon by the Rioht
Rev. Bishop Meade of Va, Tt is understood
that the sittings for business will be held at S
Andrew’s Chuygl. It is now fifi v-three \,’m.lrs
since the first yerularly oreanized Convention
assembled, consisting of luy and clerioal dele-
gates from seven States only, which were New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware,
Maryland, Virginia and South Carolina, No
Bishops attended, althoueh Bishop Seabury,
of Connectient; had been ordained by the non-
juting Scoteh Bishops. Drs, White and Pro-
vostwerenot ordained till the year after. These
gentlemen were not, therefore, as is cenerally
supposed, the first hishops in the United States.
‘T'here was nothing,” says Bishop White, in
his History of the Church, “against the validi-
tr of Dr. Seabury’s episcopacy, slthough it
was thousht' proper in'lis and Bishop Seabu-
ry's ordination, 10 apply first to England.”
. Phere are now, we believe, sixteen bishops
in the United States, nearly all, if not the whale
of whom arein attendance. These are as fol-
low: Bishop Griswold, of the Eastern Diocese,
Presiding Bishop: Moore of Virzinia; Meade,
Assistant Bishop of Vireinia; Bowen of South
Carolina; Chase of Illinois; Brownell of Con-
necticut; Onderdonk of Pennsylvania; Onder-
donk of New York, M Ilvain of Ohio; Hopkins
of ' Vermont; Smith of Kentucky; Doane of
New Jersey; Tves of North Carolina: Otey of
Tennessee; Kemper Missionary Bishop of Mis-
sourl und Indiana; and M’ Coskry of I\}ir}laiﬁa:n.
Bishop White presided at the previous con-
ventions {or half a century, autl at hig hand
every prelate; except the last named, received
ordination —Philadelphic National Gazette.
Power of Electricity—It is stated that a
salad of mustard or water cress may be pro-
duced in a few minutes by the assistance of
electricity. The process is to immerse the
seed for a few days previously, in diluted oxy-
muriatic acid, then sow it'in a very light soil,
letting it be covered with a metallic cover, and
then bring it in conteet with the eleciric ma-
chine. By the agents employed in this pro-
cess, eggs, which require from nineteen to twen-
ty days application of animal heat to hatch
them, may be hatched ina few hours. Rain
water, apparently free from any noxious ani-
maleula, in an hour may be renderad full of
livine insects! [ '
Emigration—The numnber of Emigrants
from the United Kinedom to British America
in 1832, i was 66,339, ip, 1833, iR 80%:
BhiR 4S5, was 34,226, To the United
States of America, in 1832, 32,980; in 1833, it
was 29,2257 in 1834, it was 33,074; in 1835,
it was 26,720; and in 1836, it was 37,774

Canadian Conviets respited—The six Ca- |

nadian convicts—Beamer, Chandler Waite,
MecLeod, Warner, and Brown—who were sen-
tenced to be executed on the 31st August, have
been respited until the st of October

The Seeretary of War has informed the Go-
vernors of Tennessee and Kentucky, that the
Executive has no authority to call out or to
accept the services of Volunteers—that a Mi-
litia force is the only deseription that could, in
case of necessity, be required or received. He
does not deem such force at present necessary.

The Tnsurance Offices in Cincinnati have
agreed to remit one-tenth of the premium on
insurances made on such gteamboats as shall
entirely exclide the use of ardent spirits on
board.

A Berlin Chouist laving (scoverea w se-
cret of distilling brandy from common: herbs,
by a most economical process, a temperance
society in that capital, alarmed for the health
and morals of the population, have, it is assert-
ed, offered him 75,000 florins not to publish his
secret.

The periodical press in the Austrian domi-
nions has become greatly extended within the
last few years. ‘The Journals now published,
literary and political, amount to 76, of which
22 appear at Vienna, 25 at Milan, 10 in Lom-
bardy, 7 4t Venice, 5 at Verona, and 7 in Gal-
licia and: Hungary.

We learn from Hamburg that a gentleman
of that town, named Grimm, has invented a
machine for spinning flax, whieh will produce
in one day as much thread as three hundred

‘spinners could produce in the same time with

spinning wheels: An Englishman is said to
have offered him 60,000 mares (about £4,000)
for the maching, which he has refused, wish-
ing to spegulate himself upon his invention.

The Estates of Holland have declared them-
gelves fayorible to the project for draining the
Liake Haerlem, and, considering the importance
of such an undertaking, have granted the sum
of £60,000 per anmun for 10 years, each of
the two partsof the Province (North and South
Holland) to contribute equally.

_ FOREIGN.
London dates Tiave been received at N, York, to Ang. 7.
ENGLAND.
Relations with Russia and the East.

Loxpon; ‘Aug. 7.—Lord Ripon presented,
lagt night, a petitiont to the House of Lords,
from the owners of the Vixen, craving com-
pensation  for the injuries which they have
suffered at the hands of the Russian govern-
ment, ih consequence of having acted in ex-
press canformity with the suggestions of the
Secretary for the Home Department. Into
the merits of the guestions involved in the pe-
tition, Lozd Ripon abstained from entering; but
he took occaston to observe that the state of
the commercial interests of Great Britain in
the east of Furope call, in an especial manner,
for the attention of the English government!

FRANCE.
Diplomatic Intrigues.

Paris, Aug, 4—My letter of Tuesday in-
formed you of the arrest of an individual here
—a M. Chaltas, charged with the manufac-
ture of documents, purporting to be despatches
of ambassadors and other diplomatic agents
of the French Government, which he sold at
hich prices to certaimn diplomatists, the repre-
gentatives of foreign Courts in Paris,

On searching the apartment, and on reading
over the papers of M. Chaltas, on Monday
last, the police agents charged with the affair
found letters that shewed that M. Fabricius,
the Dutch Minister, ad inierim at this Court,
was the principal person to whom Chaltassold
the documents, which he pretended that he
had purleined, or caused to be purloined, from
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Those
agents caxried off the prisoner and his papers,
as [ stated on Tuesday last, and reported the
proceeding to Count Mole, who immediately
dirccted that a Cabinet Council be surnmoned.

In the course of the afternoon the Council
sat, when it was resolved that M. Fabricius
be compelled to leave Paris within 24 hours.
He was accordingly sent for by Count Mole,
who, placing in his hands his letters found at
the residence of Chaltas, informed him of the
resolve of the French Government declining
further eommunication with him, and desiring

that he immediately prepare toleave Paxis, M.

Fabricius was oblized to admit thap these
notes or letters, offering bribes 10 Chalfhe. and
through him to émployes in the Foreien office
10 abstract thence such despatches from th:;
French Ambagsadors asrelated to the Hollafe
do-Belgic question, were written by him, (M.
Fabricius) but be represented that” the course
proposed by the French Government wag eal-

Count Mole would reconsider and modify it.

All that Count Mole would or could do, in
compliance was conveyed in these words—-1
shall send this evening a courier to the French
Mimsh:_r at the Hague, with instruefions to
complain of yourconduet. Avail yoursslf of
the opportunity to exense yourself in any
manner that is practicable to your Court. On
the expiration of the time necessary for your
receiving a reply, be ready to depart from
Paris.” M. Fabricius, will, consequently, be
replaced here immediately, and, as I am in-
formed, by Baron Fagel, now on leave of ‘ab-
sence,

Chaltag will be brought to trial as soon as
possible.  Long before then, however, yon
will, or I misealeulate, be in possession of all
the details and particulars of the case.

A letter from Lucernastates that the French
Government had formally demunded the ex-
pulsion of Louis Bonaparte from the Swiss
ternitory,

SPAIN,

The differances hetween Gen. Rleparicrn,
cormnander of the armuy of the North, and the
Spanish Government, were not adjusted, The
Gleneral, it appears, was dissatisfied with the
feeble support he received from the Ministry,
and demanded the dismissal of the Ministers
of Finance and Justice as personally hostile
to him, Tt is said he was determined to re-
sign his station unless this demand was coni-
plied with. The two Ministers refused to
sien the dismissal of their colleagues. The
Council agreed that the Ministry should remain
as it was, or retive en masse. Count Ofalia,
President of the Couneil, thereupon addressed
f communication to Gen. Espartero, soliciting
him to rescind his determination, and a similar
letter was addressed to him by the Queen.
The reply of the General would decide the
fate of the Ministry, and also the issueof the
military operations directed against Estella,
A postseript adds that the Queen had decided
not to accept the resiznation of the Ministry.

No attack had been made upon 15
4 a ] - = U -
last accounts—Jour. Com.

NOTICES.
Winchester Preshytery will meet in Winchester, on
Wednesduy, the 26th September.

West Tanover Presbytery will meet in Charlottes-
ville, on Friday, September 28th, at 12 o'clock, M.

The Synod.of Virginia will meet in Staunton, on
the dth of October.

The Synod of North Carolina will meet at Third
Creek, Rowan counly, on the L7th October,

The Presbytery of Orange will meet in Greensbo-
rough, on the 12th October.

The Presbytery of Concord will meet at Mocksville,
the 12th Octobier.

The Fayeteville Presbytery will mest at Mount
Harmony church, in Richmond county, October 11th,
at 12 o'clock, M.

RICHMOND MARKETS.--Sept. 18, 1838,
Tosacen—In good aemand; LUgs, o $ DU 10 5§5;

10 to $12 50; occasionally a fine manufacturer, §13
a §16. Receipts small,
Wiear—$1 60 a &1 65 per bushel.
Froor—Canal, 8 75 a §9; City Mills, held at $9 50.
‘Wheat and Flour have advanced upon the lite intel-
ligenee from England to the 14th August; the weather
was very unfavorable for the crops in Europe.
WINFREE, WILLIAMSON & CO.

b
L

culated to ruin him irretrievably, and requestedd

Leaf, §8 a $13 50, as in quality; good shipping, from

FEMALRE ]NS']_'!TUTE AT ROSENEATH.
N R. AND 'Jil8. TURNER are now at theiy

farm, and will e Jn-I).m'uJ 10 receive pupils dt
the above institution on' the Ist October next,

I TERMS.

Board, inclading lodging, wushing, dnd tdition i an
English branch, 200 0{)
b or Greek will be evitically taught by Mr.

= 0L an extra charge of

oderst Languages, Music, Drawine and

her prnamental branches; at prices custo-

mary in Richmond.

oafday scholars at from £30 1o 40, g

conding to thie progress of the pupil;

Vieation during Auzast and Sepierhiber?

Rosencath is Upn beslthy ond delightful situnlicl:iri';

about 2 miles west. “Ble Principnls engage to unite

their exertions: to prorjgte the woval and ?uwllﬁciﬁd"

tultitre of their charge. W ¥
s=pt 13—3t ;

DOMESTIGGOODS.
@@ BALES No. 1 amd 2 Catton Osnaburgs;
i

250 do. Matoadn Mercliants’ Com=-
aar, 31

5
Vel Suffolk Dl

BALDWIN, KENT.& CO.

THREISTIAN ALMANAC.—The Tract Soeiety

' of Virginin have published an cdition of the
Chiistinn Almanac for 1839, the calentations by Duvid
Ric ardson, of Louisa, with lists of Courts, members o
Assembly, &e., e, The Almanac conteins 48 poges
with a huudsome printed cover, Merchants and others
supplied on the most liberal tevnts, for cash,

s, .
YALE & WYATT,

aug 2 Deposilary Va. Tract Sociely.
NOTICE.
FRHE semi-nnnual mieeti ¢ Board of Diree<
L af e T] = S e A ...';'u
t place at the Semiinary, on fay, the 25th of

September next, at 10 o'clock, A. M. The examina-
tion ofthe students will commente on Saturday, the
tywenty-thind. §
MEMBERS OF THE BOARI,

_ Elyomi the Synod of North Carolina=—=Rev. Messis:-
8. L. Graham, D. D., H. N. Phorr, D, Lacy, Jesse
Rankin, G. Colton, R. Burwell, N. I, Hutdine, and’
A Wilsan; Messrs, W. M. Lewis, €. L. Read. A, W.
Venuble, H, L. Read. ;

From the Synod of Virginia—Rev. Mes
Hill, D. D, J. H. C. Leach, W 3, Plumer, 1. Morfi-
son, Wi, H. Foote, E. C. Hutchinson, J. Flendren,
Wim. 8. White; Messes. Samtiel C. Anderson, Benj.
Emerson, C. C. Read, John Dunn.

MEMBERS OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE.

srs, W,

From the Synad of ' North Caralina—Rev, Messrs,
H. N. Phary, D. Lacy, N, H, Harding, 8. L. Graham,
D. D; Mesdsrs. A. W, Venable, W. M. Lewis,

Frow the Synod of Vivginia—Rev. Messrs. J. Mor-
rison, Wm. H. Foote, E. C. Hutchinson, Wm, 8. Plu-
mer; Messrs. B, Emerson, C. C. Read.

In consequence of the failure of u quorum of the elec-
toral eollege to ntend on the dth of July last, 1o elect
Professors, a special meeting of the electoral college
will bie held at the Seminary; on Tugsday. the 25ih of
Apinnbsspercblaariode e igse of clecting

The following ministers and elders compose the'elee-
torul college:

From the Eyaod of North Carolina—Rev. Messrs.
H. Ni Phorr, D, Laoey, 8. L. Grabam, D. D, Jesse
Runkin, €. Colton, R. Burwéll, N. H. Harding, A,
Wilson, €. Melver, G. Paisley, A. D, Montzomery,
A. L. Wats, D. 8. Doak, J. A, Morrison: Messrs. W.
M. Lewis, C. L. Read, A. W. Venable, H. L. Rend,
J. L. Wortham, J. Daniel, Sen’s; W. Baird, 8. V.
Watkins, N. €. Read, J. Miller.

From the Synod of Virzinia—Rev, Messrs. W.
Hill, D. D, J. H. C. Leach, J. Morrison, Wm. H.
Foote, L, . Wilson, J. D. Mitchell, T eodovick Prior,
W. 8. White, E. C. Hutchinson, John Hendron, Win.
2. Plamer, J. J. Royal, Wm: M. Aukinson, Francis
McFurland; Messrs. 8. €, Anderson, Benj. Emerson,
John Dunn, James Jones, J. H. Fitzgerald, John R. D
Paine, Geo. W. Paine, James Gray, (. C. Read, Dx.-
John K. Moore. CLEMENT C. READ,

july 26 Sesretary of the Board of Direclars.

NEW BOOK STORE.
HE subseribers are receiving, by the various®
packets, theiv fall supply of Goods, embracing a
large stock of all the Schiool Books, now in use, Sta-
tionery and Fancy Gloods, of the best quality, Staud-
aed Wanlco, &0 ull af which were pnchased on the
best terms, and are offered for salé to country merchants
and others at a small advance.
J. W.RANDOLPH & CO.,
Booksellers, &e., Main street, Richmond, opposite”
Messrs. Hubbned & Gardner's Shoe Store, und 7 doors
below Early’s Hotel. sep 6
URE PREPARED COCOA—Fresh Must-"
ard ineanisters, just received by

aug 9 0. A. STRECEKER.

CALDWELL INSTITUTE,
The examination of the students connected with this
Institution will ecommenee on Monday, 1st October, and
close on Monday following.

Greenshora', N. €., Sepl. 20, 1838,
D- 1SS FORBES will resume the duties of her
School on Monday, the Ist of October.
sept 20—2t

NEW GOODs.
HE subseriber informs his friends und the public,
that lie is in receipt of his full supply of HATS,

CAPS, and HATTERS MATERIALS, (for ma-

nuficturing) comprising the largest and best selected

assortment of Goods he hus ever had to offer to the pub-
lie, consisting in part as follows:

400 doz bluck and drab Wool Hats;

400 do. silk, fur, Russin, hair and Beaver Hats, from
low price to the finest gualities; and from the
most approved manufaciurers of Philadelphin
and New York.

CAPS.

600 doz. Men's and Boys® black, brown and gray hair
seal Caps;
200 doz. coney, muskrat, seal and otter fur Caps;
100 do. selete and plush I
50 do. Gentlemen's, Youth's and Children's Cloth,
all of modern patierns.

HATTERS' MATERIALS,

Spanish and Saxony Hat Felts;
Silk Hat Shells;
Cuniotteid and raw Russia Hair Fur;
Gum Shallack;
Skins of all ealors;
Pelongs and silk Uips;
Cotton Tips and Sides;
Black and drab Bandings and Bindings,
Silk Plushzs, Bow Strings;
Curds, Stoping Brushes;
Hat Rounders, Ifat Braids; )
Extract of Logwood, and various other articles too
numerous to mention.
ALSO,
A genaral assortment of Stocks and Collars, froman
approved manufacturer. : o
I have spent severnl weeks in the Northern Cities,
and have personally selected my Goods, 1 invite pur-
chasers to examine my assorunent, feeling confident
that I shall be able to offér my Gioods 1o them at satis-
factory prices. JOHN THOMPSON.
sept 20

W. & 4. C. CRANE CO.
OFFER FOR SALE,
SPANISH Hides, different qualities;
1 00 3000 sides Sole Leather, oak and hem-
loek tanned, tcom 124 1o 28 eis. per 1b;
300 sides wax and russer Upper Leather; .
30 dozen Philadelphin and New York Calfskins;
12 fine Frénch do;
3000 1be. Shoe Thrend, coarse and fine;
Seal, moroeen, lining, and binding Skins;
Boot Trees, Lasts, and a full assortment of shoemaker's
Mindings;
Skirting, harngess, black, and fair bridle Leather;
English and Atmerican Hogskins, saddler’s Sheepskins;
Deer’s Hair, haiv Sealskins, cart Hames;
Baghides, fair Calfskins, Serge;
Gig, stage, and cart Collars;
Saddle 'izr.-.es, and a variety of Sadedlery;
Coneli Maroceo, chaise Hides, and curiain Leather;
Patent Leuther, gig Bows, coach Lemps;
Harness Mounting, plated Bands; )
Coneh and bavoushe Axles, eliptic Spriges;
Conch Steps, Castings, Moss; -
A lurge and beautiful assortment of Caoach Liace, Tas-
gels; Fringe, e ]
Tanna's Qil, Gurrier’s Tools, Bark Mills;
Slaughter Hides and Veal Skins; |
3000 pair Richmond made plantation Shoes;
2000 |i_1:-;. Wool, for sale low.
We will sall any part of aur stock; at unusually low
prices {or cash, or on .Fu m:léml credit.
sep 6 It ¥ )
FERRACT DEPOSITORY.—We have recently
ordered and received a full supply of all the
Tracts published by the American Tract Sogiety. Dis-
tribtors and others can now obtain any Tract they

(1

may wish, YALE & WYATT.

¥ With a view of more easily meeting the expenses’

attendant upon the publication’of this paper, there is’
connected with it
AN =
A TOB OFFIOE,
Which is prepared to execute
Pamphlets and Job work generally,:
WITH NEATNESS AND ACCURACY.

B‘g_ 3

The patronage of the members of the Preshyterian
Chureh, and of the public generally, is respectiully
solicited for this department. iR

Respecting all Job Printing address either the Editor
at his office, or

B. R. WREN, Printer,

Rear of Raxporri & Co’s Bookstore, Main Street.

—

The Office of the WATCHMAN OF
ruE Sovrn is at the corner of ¥ and
Mavo streefs.

Y TERMS.

The WaTcumMax oF THE Soutd is published weckly
on Thursday, at §3 00 per annum, payable in advance,
or §3 50 if payment is delayed six months,  All I_nmkl
notes, current 1 any of the States where Sll[rSt‘rlbl"rB
reside, will beseseived in payment for the paper.  Vir-'
sinia or United States bank notes will be a convenience
1o the Editor.

All Ministers and Editors friendly to the paper are
authorised to act as azents. Prompiness is confidently
expected in all agents. -y

All letters and communications should be sent to
W 8. Puomer, Edilor, Rickmond, Fa., post paid.
An adherence to this rule will impose a trifling tax upon
individuals, while o negleat of it will make the aggre-
nte amonnt very onerous o (J.\_r- i:rlm_rr, ml_d beyond
what the receipte of the paper will juslify his encoun-
tering, except on orders for the paper or remittances of
money. "

ADVERTISEMENTS not inconsistent with the
character of the paper will be admitted at 75 cents per
square for the ﬁrsll, and 50 conts per square for each
subsequent insertion. .

No subseription will be received for less than twelve
months. \

Notices to discontinue the paper must be given one
month previous to the termination of the year for
whieh the individunl has subscribed, [t 15 important
that this rule should be attended to.  Where arrearages
are not paid, the right to discontinue the paper is re-
serveel

PAYMENTS
TO THE
WATCHMAN OF THE SOUTH,
Made dwring the week ending Seplember 15th, 1538, Alt
~ payments arc to No. 104, wnless otherwise noliced.

iah. N. C.— Mrs, John Devereux, 130. 4
ffi‘;;ﬁ.:m Va.— Robert Morrison, 70, Jno. C. Laird,
Mrs. Margaret Ly 3
GI:‘;’:E;:?rxﬁ‘c gfirfgc. Vie.—Col. Wiltshire Cardwell.
Rishmond, Va—J. N. Montgomery, Dr. Bo-
hannon, J. C. Habson, Miss Margaret Barclay, George’
Watt. Jane Watt, Laney Jones, G. J Roche, 95.
Grc'cus&orr':', N. C.—Rev. A. \Vl_:sun, Rov. Wm.
Paisley. Elisha YW harton, 91, Col. Win. Doake, Wm.
8. Rankin.
Hitlshare',

well, Hon. F. Nas .
tt,‘e’.r: Lnr Gavden, I —¥Wm. T huml‘non, [

Petershicrs, Va.—Miss Arabella Gilliam,

Romney, Va— Wm. Armstrong.

Winchester, Va.—Miss M. Bush,

Millicood, V. —Mys. | 2 Page.

Muoreficld, Va—Gagret Vanmeter, Abraham Van-
meter. ;

1 o, T Rdwin Ca L Gill, W
Frederickswrg, Va.—Edwin Carter, B. T '
H. {‘\‘.”hiu‘j Elizabuth B, Vass, Edwurd MeDowell, El-

len Lomax, Conrad EL l'll‘“.“‘
rtwnaod, Va.—John Irvine
.{if;:’u::::ﬂ,(\", ;:'.—1';'1'. J. N. Campbell, Peter Boyd,

David Olmstend, Archibald Campbell, James King,
Ananias Plutt.

N, C.—Win. J. Bingham,; Rev. R, Bur-
36.

find House, N. C—John P. Rainey, R, J. Smith,

James W. Jeffreys, 52,
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