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. LIFE OF JUSTIN THE MARTIYR, CONCLUDED.

'._

That the vulgar made Gods of the molt brutifh obj=éls
fuch as dogs, cats, wolves, goats, hawks, dragons, beetles,

crocodiles, &c. &c. ,
This zeal in the caule of chriftianity, fet a keener edge up~

. on the malice and rage of his enemies, particulaﬂy that of the

philofopher Crefcens. He finding it impraéticable to confute

];q’iiln by force of argument, determined to foil him by force

OBREhE fecular arm. Marcus Antoninus the Emperor, was

n6t more remarkable for his attachment to philofophy than to
the molt rigid fuperftition. He had been, from his youth,

educated in the Salian College, and had there gone through
all its offices in his own perfon. His opinions of the chriftians
were, that their refolute and undaunted firmnefs in death,
arofe from mere {tubbornefs and obftinacy, rather than from
a judicious and deliberate confideration of principles or ex-
peftations.  Crefcens found means to ingratiate himfelf into
his favor, and foured his mindagainft Juftin. Indeed the Em«
peror had been forewarned of this by Juftin himfelf, having
been publicly told by him, that Crefcens, or fome other of
their titular philofophers, would lay fnares to undermine, tor-
ment and perhaps crucify him.

He had given great offence to Creflcens by the clofenefs of
his arguments, and the fzverity of his reproofs for his wicke
edly and ungeneroufly traducing the Chriltians as atheiftical

-, and irreligious. Jullin had told him, ¢ that he talked about

.A.ﬂ.
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SOLUTION OF A TEXT OF SCRIPTURE.
The following Sermon was preached by the Rev. GEORGE A:

BAXTER, at Bethel, on the ordaination of the Reve Willians
M Pheters.

{PUBLISHED BY REQUEST OF THE LEXINGTON PRESBYTERY.}

1 Timothy, iii. 1.—This is a true saying, if any man df&'ii’ﬂ;
the office of a bishop, he desireth a gaod work.

WHaER our Saviour inftituted his church in the world he in<
tended to form it into a regular government.  He never gave
any countenance to thofe plans of infubordination; which:
fome have attempted to introduce iato ecclefialtical matters.
Intending to eredl his church into an orderly kingdom, he
appointed all the officers neceffary for the management of its
affairs, and the exercife ofits authority. The principal of
thefe offices, 1s that of a gofpel minilter, which the prefent
occafion, as well as the words of our text leads us to confider.
He that desires the office of a bishop, desires a good wark.—=.

In treating the fubject arifing from thele words, we {hall pur=
fue the following order :

1. We shall make some explanatory observations on the office
of a gospel minister— -

II, Consider the qualifications it requites—=

1II. The duties it imposes —and, |

1V. The treatment to which it is entitled.

I. According to this order,we fhall proceed in the firft place
to make same explanatory observations an the office of a gospel
minister. My firlt obfervation is, that the {criptures do not
appear to give any ground for the diltinction of a fuperior and
inferior order of the clergy. Some of the proteftant churches,
however, hold a different opinion on this fubjett. They fuppofle

that the word bifhop defignates a fuperior orderof the ¢lergys
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and that of prefbyter or elder an inferior clafs. ' I nightpre-
duce feveral paflages of fcripture to refute this opinion, but
fhall content myfelf with the following. ¢ For this caufe left
X thee in Crete, that thou fhouldeft fet in order the things
ghat are wanting, and ordain elders in every city as I had ap-
pointed thee. If any be blamelefs, the hufband of one wife,
having faithful children not accufed of riot, or unruly. Fora
bithop muft be blamelefs, as the fteward of God ; not felf-wille
ed not foon angry, not given to wine, no firaker, not given:te
filthy lucre,” *

It requires no comment, to fhew, that the Apoftle here ufes
the words elder and bifhop as fynonymous. He fets out with
fpecifying the qualifications which ought to be regarded in the
choice of an elder, and, at the very fame time, applies all hig
dire&jons to the choice of a bifhop..

My next obfervation is, that a minifter holds an authority
delegated to him by the great head of the church: this is evi-
dent, becaufe our Saviour has entrufted them with the exer-
cife or difcipline and government, enjoining it upon them to
reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all authority ; and to dif=
charge the epifcopal office of his church, fo as to promote the
edification and good of his people. It is alfo evident, from
the terms by which minifters are fometimes defignated in fcrip.
ture, particularly from their being called ambefladors of Chrift.
¢ Now then we are ambafladors for Chriit, as though God
did befeech you by us : we pray you in Chrift’s ftead be
ye reconciled to God.’f But to guard that dofirine from
the abufe to which it is liable, and has {ometimes been ex-
pofed, it ought to be remembered, that their authority
goes no farther than what the f{cripture authorifes. They
are not to lord it over the confciences of men; or to confider
themfelves as lords of God’s heritage. Their bufinefs is to
carry into effe€t that {yftem of government which Chrilt has
laid down in the holy {criptures. When they confine thems
¥ Titus is 5:2.6...75 t 2 Cor. v. 20,

e e .
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felves within the limits, and at according to the direftions
of the word of God, then it is that they are fupported by this
folemn fanftion—*he that defpifeth you defpifeth me.’
With thefe reftrictions, we are certainly to underftand what
our Saviour fays to his difciples, and through them to the of«
ficers of his church in every future age, ¢ verily I fay unto
you, whatfoever ye fhall bind on earth fhall be bound in heaa
ven.”®  This part of the fubjett fuggefts a very ufeful cautis
on, both to the officers and the people of the church of Chrift.
The officers fhould take heed not to abufe 2 commiffion which
is [o facred, and the limits of which have been fixed by the
Lord Jefus Chrilt himfelf, and the people fhould beware of
trifling with church difcipline, and of inconfiderately oppo-
fing it, lelt whillt they apprehend themfelves as dealing only
with their fellow.creatures, they (hould be found oppoling an

ordinance of God.
Another abfervation, is, that the minilterial authority is

conferred by regular ordination. Iknow, indeed, that they
are not wanting in the prefent day, who confider ordination
as unimportant or unneceffary. They fuppofe themf{elves to
be called of heaven to the facred office, and to have received
their commiflion immediately from God. When the matter

is rightly underftood, I am far from denying the propriety
of a divine call, but a divine call can never be intended to

fuperfede the inftitutions of heaven. Ordination is certaina
ly an appointment of fcripture, and fanétioned by the exama
ple of the primitive church. If, therefore, we are to pay

any regard to the fcriptures in matters of church govern-
ment, we muft not lay this ordinance afide. Belides the rea=

fonablenefs and neceflity of the inftitution, have a ftrong
claim on our attention. The great head of the church, feems
to have appointed ordination as the only fure rule by which
the people could know who were minifters and who werg
not. Such a rule appears to be indifpenfibly neceffary.

. Matth. xviii. 18,
Fi
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Itis the daty of a chriftian to receive the facraments, and:
he can receive them only from the hands of regular minifters ;

if then there be no rule for afcertaining who are regular mi«
nifters, the people can never know that they live in the
performaance of their duties.  Butsthere is no way of al.
ﬂértaining this, in the prefent ftate of the church, but by ora-
dination. In the primitive church indeed, they had officers
commiffioned. immediately by Chrift himfelf This; in a
great degree, conltitates the diffcrence between an apoftolic
office, and that of the common miniltry, the apeltle, receives
his commiflion immediately from heaven, and the minifter
receives a himilar, though inferior authority, by ordination,
But then Apoftles, and all extraordinary officers whofe coms
miflions were immediately from God,. performed- miracles, or
carried with chem fome fupernatural evidence of their autho-
rity. And if any perfon pretends to an immediate commiffi-
on from heaven, to preach the gofpel now,and- does not con-
firm his pretenfions in the fame way, he ought to be treated
as an impofler, We cannot infer the minifterial authority
of a man, from his preaching the truth in an acceptable man-
ner; for then every man of piety and talents might. begin to
preach, and adminiflter the {acraments without any ceremo-
ny, and in contradition to the rules laid down in-the facred
volume. It would not even do to fay God blefles his preach-
ing ; for we are incompetent to fearch the heart, and a man’s
converts may appear promifing for a time and not prove real
converts at lalt, In fa‘t nothing but miracles can be confi-
dered as fufficient to prove an immediate commiflion: and
as the age of miracles has ceafed, all pretenfions to fuch a
commiflion, or to any other commiffion than what is conferred
by regular ordination, ought to be treated as enthufialtic
preflumption,

My laft obfervation is that eletion, as well as ordination,
is neceffary, before a clergyman obtains the right of exerci-

fing his miniflterial authority in any pariicular church. "The
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4ruth of this obfervation arifes from the nature and privilepes
of churches confidered as voluntary aflociations : thefe privi-
leges are countenanced in fcripture, and conflitute a part of
that fpiritual liberty, which we have a right to enjoy, but
fhould be carefu! not to abufe—a liberty, fome degree of
which, is abfolutely neceffary to the fincerity, if not to the pu.
rity, ofreligious werthip. There are many denominations
of clergy, whom we admit to be regularly invelted with the
minifterial funCtions, and yet from diverfity of opinion, we
cannot in confcience fubmit to their inltrutions, or govern«
ment. That clathing of opinien, which attends all human
affairs and which could not be wholly excluded from religi-
on, even in the days of infpiration, makes it neceffary that
the people fhould have the right of choofing their paftor,
This elettion may be either general or particular—general,
when a minifter is brought into the fellowihip and communi.
on of a certain denomination, by thofe appointed to exercife
its government, and particular, when he is called by a con-
gregation to difcharge among them the epifcopal office. We
fhall now proceed,

I1. Inthe fecond place, to consider the gqualifications whick
the ministerial office requires. The firlt qualification which
I fhall mention, is real vital piety. There are a great many
reafons why this qualification fhould be nec-flary, and the
majority of them {o obvious, that it will be fufficient barely
to mention them. It feems, indeed, to be one of the greateft
ablurdities in the world, for an unregencrate man to obtrude
himfelf into the facred defk. Shall an enemy to God under-
take to advance his honor, or promote his intereft in the
world! Shall any one make it the bufinefs of his life, to ex.
plain and enforce the doétrine of fcripture, when the fcrip-
tures contain the fentence of his everlafting condemnation ?
With great propriety it was once [aid by an eloquent preach-
er, *“ when an unregenerate man comes inty the pulpit, he
carries his own death warrantin his hand.” Itis related
of a diftingaifhed preacher, in the earlier days of the church,
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that on a certain occafion he was induced by the fear of pera
fecution to comply with fome idolatrous ceremonies, which
afterwards appeared to amount to fomething like a denial of
our Saviour. The next time he went into the pulpit, the
firlt thing that met his eye, was the fixteenth verfe of the Mfif-
tieth Pfalm, ¢ But unto the wicked, God faith, what haft thou
to do to declare my ftatutes, or that thou fhouldft take my
covenant into thy mouth.” The conviftion of this paflage,
firuck him dumb at the time, and for {everal day s afterwards
kept him in a ftate bordering on diftraflion. And I am
perfuaded that no unregenerate man, were not his confcience
fatally afleep, would ever attempt to preach the word of God.
One confideration which makes religion neceflary in a mi-
nifter, is, that it is the beft preparative for receiving and un-
derftanding the truths of the fcriptures. The depravity of
the human heart, is the original fource of all error, and what-
ever an early education or orthodox inftruétion may have
done for us, we are never fecure even againflt eflential errors,
until we poflefs a fan&ified heart: But fuppofing our doétrie
nal fentiments fhould be correét, praflical religion is to be
learned only from experience: and how fhall that man lead
others in the road to heaven who has never travelled it him-
felf—the blind would lead the blind, and our Saviour has told
us what would be the confequence. Befides an irreligious mi.
nifter could not delight in his office and of courfe, could not
be diligent in performing the duties of it: and what is {till
more important, nothing can be done in the minifterial cfiice
without the divine blefing, and an irreligious man has but

little reafon to expeéi that.
But I think it not only neceflary that a minifter fhould pofs

{efs religion, and that in an eminent degree, he ought to be
a man of the moft upright, exemplary, and prudent conduét,
patient; and forbearing, and able, on all occafions, to command
his own temper. [ mention this, becaufe there are fome proa
feflors of religion, of whom charity would teach us to hope

sell, who are, notwithftanding, fubjeét to a ficklenefs and ia-
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confiftency of condué; which would be very incompatable
with the office of the gofpel miniftry. Together with the
qualifications already mentioned, I think it very defirable, if
not abfolutely neceflary, that a minifter of Chrift, fhould pof-
fefs, in a good degree, the aflurance of faith, and a warm zeal
for glorifying God in the gofpel of his Son.

It is undoubtedly of great importance, that the work of the
miniftry fhould not be committed to weak or ignorant men,
who might be unable to teach others; competent gifts, as
well as graces are indifpenfibly requifite. I do not mean, that
candidates ought to be reje€ted for the want of preeminent
talents, but a gofpel minifter ought to poflefs a mind natural=
ly found, and well cultivated, A liberal education may not
in all cafes be indifpenfibly neceflary—uncommon natural ta=
lents combined with certain circumftances, may compenfate

in fome degree for the want of improvement ; but generally
fpeaking, I think what is commonly called a liberal education
ought to be required. A minilter of Chrift fhould certainly
attend to all thofe branches of human learning, which mighg
enable him to deliver his meflage with propriety; and im
order to underftand his meflage he ought to be acquaint-
ed with the facred fcriptures, in the original languages,
There may be fome difpute as to the courfe of ftudy

moft proper to effe@ the firft of the purpofes, or ‘to guas
lify a man for fpeaking, but it is certain that to accomplifh

both the purpofes juft mentioned, a confiderable courfe of hua
san learning, is abfolutely requifite.

But there are fome denominations in the world, who de-
clare abfolutely againft the neceflity of a learned minifiry,
and in fupport of their fentiments, alledge the example of
our Saviour, who chofe filhermen and mechanic’s to be the
firft minifters of the new teftament. Their error however,
as happens in almoft every cale of bad reafoning, confills in
comparing things which do not refemble. It is trae that our
Saviour in the firlt inltance, chofe mechanic’s and fithermen
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- to publifh the gofpel: but to fay nothing of the advantages
which thefle men derived from his perfnnal inftraétions and
example, for upwards of three years; when he fent them in.
to the world, he endowed them with miraculous qualificati-
ons; he enabled them to perform miracles, to fpeak all lan-
guages that were neceflary, and by a fupernatural infpiration,
inftruéted them what they ought to fpeak. ¢ But when they
fhall deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye fhall
fpeak : for it fhall be given wvou in the fame hour what ye
fhall fpeak. For it is not ye that {peak, but the Spirit of your
Father which fpeaketh in you.’® Here now, were men, en_
dowed with -every qualification, that can be conceived of, or
feppofed meceflary for the purpofe. The gift of miracles
which arrefted the attention and carried convi&tion to the
confciences of the world—the gift of tongues which contri-
buted to the fame end, and allo furnithed them with an oppor-
tunity cf communicating the treafures of the gofpel to all na-
tions—and the fpirit of infpiration, which enabled them to
give the moft appropriate and falutary inftruétions, on every
occafion. I fhould think, if any thing can be inferred from
our Saviour’s example in this cafe, taking the whole of it to-
gether, it would be that a minifter of Chrift, ought to poflefs
all qualifications necellary for convincing and inftrufling the
world,

But thofe with whom we contend, will fuppofe that by pof-
fefing real religion, and being taught in the {chool of Chrift,
they obtain all the knowledge and qualifications' which are ne_
ceflary.  In reply to this, I will readily admit that religion
is the belt preparative, for underftanding the word of God,
and I have no doubt the divine Spirit, confpiring with the ufe
of meaus, greatly aflifts a pious minifter in his ftudies. But
diftinél from the qualifications which grace may confer, there
are others obfolutely neceflary, and which may be acquired

& Matth, x, 19..,20.
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by a courfe of human means: It will, no doubt be admitted,
as of the firlt importance, that 2 goflpel minifter fhould have
a corredt knowledge of the holy feriptures, for without this he
is no better than the blind leading the blind. But to under-
ftand the holy fcriptures, we {hould be acquainted with them,
in the original languages, we fhonld be acquainted with the
hiltory of thofe cuftoms, and events, in the mid{t of which the
inlpired penmaan wrote, and to which they frequently allude 3
we fhould be verfed in literary {cience, {o as to underftand the
different modes of writing—the different phrafes and figures
with which all compofitions abound, and the rules of interpre=
tation, to which all writings human or divine, muft be fub
jected, without fome knowledge of this kind we fhall not be
qualified even to follow a good Commentator on the {crip«
tures, or to form anv opinion for ourfelves. But how is this
knowledge to be obtained? It may as already faid be obtained
by human means, or it might be conterred by the extraordina-
ry infpiration of the divine Spirit. But thofe who neglet the

natural means, and pretend that divine teaching gives them all
neceflary knowledge, are pretending to an infpiration whick
fuperfledes the ufe of means, and is therfore very diftinét from
the common operations of grace ; for common grace does not
fuperfede means, but encourages and aflifts in the ufe of themv
But when any one makes pretenfions of this kind, he ought to
fupport them by miracles, or fome fupernataral evidences.
The teaching of which he fpeaks is a fecret miracle, and
amounts tv fometheng like that infpiration which the apoftles
pofleflfed, and if itbe of this kind it needs a publick miracle
to make it credible. All pretending therefore that we are
taught by the divine Spirit what things we ought to learn, as
others learn them, fhould be rejected in the prefent day, as
felf-righteous prefumption ;: and if any people give cradit to
{uch pretenfions, they are manifeltly 1n the high road of error
and delufion: and what is werle, they put themfelves under
the influence of a delufion, which caanot be correfted or rea

foned down becaufle they do not profefs to be led by realon, oc
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evidence, or fcripture, but by the uafupported affertions of 2
fellow creature, It perhaps would be well to recolle&t, that
the plain line of diltintion between impofltures, and the real
meflengers of heaven, has been pretty much the fame in every
age, An impoftor never proves his aflertions. Maho-
met had his fecret miracles and infpirations, but he did
not pretend to confirm them by any publick miracles ;
and modern impoflters, have their illumination and teachings
for which they can give no evidence but their own affertion,
On the other hand the real meflengers of grace always deal
with mankind as with reafonable creatures ; when they introa
duced a divine revelation into the world at firlt they confirm-
ed it by fufficient and undeniable miracles, and fince the age
of miracles has ceafed they require the belief of nothing but
what can be proved from a revelation {ufficiently authentica-
ted. Thefe obfervations will, I trult, be fufficient to fhew
that the improvement or knowledge neceffary for the minif-
terial office are not to be expelted in a fupernatural way, and
therefore that a courle of fcientific education is abfolutely ne«
ceflary. DBut let it be remembered, that although all know-
ledge may be ufeful to a clergyman, his principal attention
fhould be turned to the fubjeét of divinity. His bufinels is
to underftand and teach the doétrines of the word of God,
and every man ought to be better acquainted with what be-
longs immediately to his own profeflion, than with any thing
elfe. I have now taken a brief view of the principal things
neceffary to qualify a man for preaching the gofpel. What I
have mentioned are real and cordial religion, a prudent and
upright moral deportment, a good degree of the affurance of
faith, a fervent zeal for glorifying God in the gofpel of his
Son, and a mind {ufliciently improved with ufeful knowledge.
‘Thefe things taken together and conneéted with a favorable
train of providences, conltitute what may be termed a divine
call to the minilterial office. They are very much miftaken,
who fuppofe 2 minriftirial call to confi in blind impulles
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or impreffions. of which a perfon can give no rational account,

and which have no relation to his fitnefs for the work. A
minifterial call comprehends all the neceffary qualifications for

the office, both human and divine. And a minilterial call

without minilterial qualifications, is the greatelt ablurdity in
the world

{I[. In the third place we were to conflider, the duties
which the ministerial office imposes. On this part of the {ub-
je&, as well as upon every other part of it, I think it neceffa-
ry to confult brevity., The f{ubjelt itfelf is very extenfive,
and if every thing were to be faid which might be faid, it
would make a volume rather than a fermon. I fhall make a
few remarks on the part of the fubjeét now before us as it ref-
peéts example, inftrution, and difcipline.

1. It isincumbent on a minifter to exhibit a good examples
this is in fact the duty of all chriftians, the eyes of the world

are upon them ; they are a city fet on a hill ; and indeed the
opinions mankind 1n general form of religion, is more influen-
ced by the example of the church than by any thing elfe.
But a good example on the part of a minifter is more particu.
larly requifite, as his ftation in the church is more confpicu-
ous, and his conduft more clofely watched. There is a
ftrong difpofition in the people of the world to jultify their
behaviour, and even their vices, by the miftakes of the clergy.
If they can find any thing in the conduét of a minifter, which
bears even a diftant refemblance to their own faults, they
lay hold of it with avidity, and circulate it with exagger
ation. Hence the neceffity of avoiding even the appear-
ance of evil, that if poffible, no ground may be given for in-
juring the chriftian caufe, A minifter in his deportment,
fhould avoid every thing light or foppith; in his intercourfe
with the world, whatever favors of duplicity or over-reaching,
and in what relates to religion he fhould always be folemn and
fincere. His whole converfation fhould be feafoned with pi-
ety, and the gravity of his charaéter always fupported. There

is @ wonderful delicacy in tge charafter of a clergyman; [
x : ,
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have known men celebrated through life:and after death, for .
their virtuous behaviour, who were addited to a number of
vices, any one of which, would have ruined the infilmence
of a clergyman, and covered him with difgrace for years, per-
haps for life: This faét it is true, is for the honor of religion,
as it fhews the fuperior purity, expeéted of thofe who make a
diftinguithed profeflion of it, but it fhews at the fame times
with how much caution a minifter ought to aét. Perhaps
the exhibiting of a proper example is the moft difficult, and
at the fame time the moft important of a minifter’s duties;
it gives weight to everything he does, and without itall his
labors will lofe their efficacy. I fhall give two general di«
reflions to affilt in the accomplifhment of this all important
purpofe. The firlt is, to refle€t much on the great objeét of
our miffion. A minifter ftands between the living and the
dead; his labors are directed to the falvation of finners,
and he mult foon give an account of his ftewardfhip to the
Judge of all the earth. Let him familiarize thefe confidera-
tions to his mind, and they will form the beft guard on his
conduét. In the fecond place, he ought to beware of what
fome would term little faults. A great many little things,
have a ftrong influence on the charaéter; and it is oftener by
thefe than by grofs mif[demeanors, that his refpeétability and
ulefulnefs is impaived.

2 I fhall next fpeak of the duty of inftruftion. This is
comprehended in a great meafure, though not entirely, in
preaching the word of God. The d_'auger of unfaithful
preaching is perhaps no where more ftrongly paintec than
in the language of Ezekiel ; ¢ So thou O Son of man, I have (et
thee a watchman unto the houfe of Ifrael ; therefore thou fhalt
hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me...When
I {ay unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou fhalt furely die;
if thou doft not [peak to warn the wicked from his way, that
wicked man fthall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will I re.

quire at thine hand...Neverthelefs, if thou warn the wicked
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of his way to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way he
fhall die in hisiniquity ; but thou halt delivered thy foul.’#*

One of the great ends of preaching is to convince the care-
lefs.  This requires plain, honelt, and fincere dealing.—
Plain, honeft, and affeétionate ftatements fhould be given them
of the guilt and danger of fin, and perhaps generally conveya-
ed in the language of feripture. Nothing fhould be kept
back through the fear of man or the defire of popularity, and
yetrafh or coarfe expreffions, calculated to give unnecsflary
offence, fhould be carefully avoided. There may be an hoe
neft policy in preaching the golpel of Chrift—the wiidom of
the ferpent, and the harmleflnefs of the dove. There are
certain avenues which more furely reach the heart; and the
man who underftands human nature, may lay hold of thefe
with propriety, or rather it is his duty to do it The beft rule
on this {ubje&t, is to feel a firong defire for the falyation of
thofe to whom we [peak ; this will convert all our knowledge
into the proper channel, and frequently communicates an in-
fiinCtive fomething to our addrels, which is moft likely to be
accompanied with the divine bleffing. A minifter may fome-
times feel a temptation to expofe the vices of his enemies, for
his own gratification, and that uander the appearance of decla-
ring the truth with faithfulnefs: but fuch conduét would be
very wicked, and perhaps the motives of it would often be de.
teCted—Sincerity has a ftamp peculiar to itfelf, which can
hardly ever be counterfeited fuccelsfullv.

Another great end of preaching, is to direft the awakened
~ finner, When a finner is once awakened, the moments are
precious and critical, and none of them fhould be loft. The
confcience labouring under a fenfe of guilt, will feek for reft,
and often finds it where it thould not. Every effort fhould

now be employed to guard the finner from falling back into
unbelief—from refting on a falle hope, or from fettling on any

thing fhort of the Lord Jefus Chrift.  Some feem to aét upon

# Lzek, xxxitis 7ie:8:.9



236

the belief that when conviftions is once begun, we may fafely
truft the work to God himfelf. It is certainly true, that all
our preaching oa this, and every other fubject, will be unavail-
ing, without the fuperintending agency of the divine Spirit.
But the divine Spirit co-operates with means, and although
{kilful initruétion may be frequently baffled, it is no doubt fre-
quently the effential means of falvation.

The edification of Chriftians, is allo an important end of
preaching. It is true, perfons may be very ignorant when
they become Chriftians, but is far from defirable that they
fhould continue fo. It was indeed once thought that igno.
rance was the mother of devotion; but the fat is, knowledge
is neceflary to give piety its true direflion, and unfold the
chrillian charater to advantage. Religion without know-
Jedge, either degenerates into thoughtleflnefs, or blind zeal.
I hope, indeed, the truly pious will always have light enough
to keep them back from the worft excefles of fanaticifm ; but
they may do much ‘injury to the chriftian caufe. On the

other hand, if all the churches of Chrift were properly in-
ftruéted in the doctrines of grace, and all the various branch.

es of duty, it would wipe off much imperfeftion from the
chriflian charadter; and there would be lefs of that ftumbling
which hardens the wicked, grieves the judicious chriftian,
and mars the beauty of the church. For this great purpole,

fermons ought to be inftruétive ; they ought clearly to unfold
thofe dofirines of the gofpel, more immediately connneéled
+ith repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jefus

Chrift; thefe doftrines promote humility, tendernefs of con=

fcience, and lead to the genuine and extenfive reformation of
t¢+he human heart. On certain occafions too, it will be the du-

ty of a minifter to defend the chriftian {yftem in general, or
to defend particular doélrines, and refute particular errors,
and he fhould always be ready to improve unufual difpenfati=
ons’ of divine providence. But as already faid, preaching
does not comprehend all the inftruétion a2 minifter fhould come
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communicate. He fhould make his conduét and converfari=
on inftrutive, he fhould vifit the fick, and take every oppore
tunity of making his people wifer and better.

The next minifterial duty of which we {hall fpeak, is difcis
pline. Our Saviour when he inftituted his Church, formed
it into a regular kingdom, appointed laws for its government;
and officers for carrying thofle laws into effe@. W hen, therea
fore, the difcipline of the Church is properly adminiftered, it
carries with it, the force of a divine Government. The rules
of difcipline, and church government, are in the firft place
to be looked for in the holy feriptures, and whatever they el-
tablith on the fubje&, fhould be confcienciouily obferved.—
But it is not to be expeted that the feriptures fhould diret
all minute cafes, or furnifh rules, which would literally apply
to all occurrences. Whenever, therefore, the fcriptures do
not diret us, the government of the church muft be conduélt=
ed by thofe principles and rules, which are eflential to the
good order of all focieties, or voluntary aflociations, Moral
writers do not fcruple to fay, that thofe rules which are effen-
tial to order, carry with them a divine fanéltion ; inafmuch, as
God is the God of order. One of thefe rules, as it applies to
the church, is, that in all matters, which fairly come before
the members of the church, at large, a majority muft govern.
Another is, that all regulations not anti-fcriptural, which are
{anctioned by a majority of the church, fhould be religioufly
obferved: Thefe rules are not literally enjoined in {cripture,
and yet, as there could be no orderly fociety without them,
I apprehend they catry with them, a divine authority, But
according to thefe rules, it would feem that thofe of our com-
munion, ought, in confiltency, to acknowledge, that church
government is rightly adminiftered, when itisagreeable to our
Standard or Conftitution, which is our interpretation of the
{acred (eriptures, as they relate to this point. If thefe views
of the fubjeét were fairly attended to, it might prevent a great
deal of trouble, with refpeft to ecclefiaftical matters. It is
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2 matter of regret and afltonithment to fee how church dil.
cipline is fometimes treated. There are people who enter the
church as though all right belonged to them alone, they with
to trample on its regulations at pleafure, and complain loudly
-of the bigotry of thofe who would prevent their doing fo. But
if fuch people would confider it, all the bigotry lies at their own
gdoor. If a church be a voluntary aflociation, what ri ght have
they to change the rules (for to violate with impunity is to
change them) which the will of a majority have fanétioned
T'he principles of fuch condu® are tyranny, they have little
realon, and lefs {cripture, on their fide, and thofe who incons
{ijerately ack upon them, are 2&ting a dangerous part. They
are triflag with the rules of that church which our Saviour
«<alls the kingdom of heaven, in a manner in which they would
not trifle- with the regulations of any petty fociety whatever.
'This leads me to obferve, that many of thefe, who make
the greateft out-cry, about what they c2ll religious liberty,
are in reality, among the greateflt religious bigots in the
world.  The firft objeét of their clamor, no doubt is, to free
themf{elves from the power of others ; but another as ardent-
ly defired, is, to get all power into their own hands., This
obfervation, if I am not greatly miftaken, applies to all men
who do not live quietly under the rules of that church, to
which they have attached themfelves, unlefs their confciences
oblige them, either to attempt a reformation, or to withdraw:
and when a good man attempts reformation, he will proceed
in an orderly conftitutional manner, or if he withdraws, he

will withdraw quietly.
1V. In the fourth place, we fhall confider the treatment to
which the ministerial office is entitled. This part of the fub.
jeét brings into view the reciprocal duties of the people to
their clergy. DMy firft obfervation here is, that fome of the
duties of the people are corclative with thofe of mininifters,

and fuppofed by them. Of this kind, particularly, is-an atten-
tive hearing of the gofpel, and a fubmiffion to difcipline. For
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why is fo much apparatus provided for publifhing the gofpel 2
why is the blood of him that dies unwarned required atthe
watch man’s hand, if thofe who receive the warning are not
bound to improve it ? And we have already (hewn the nature
of difcipline, and the realonablenefls and neceflity of fubmitting
to it, fo far as it is an urdin*nce of God.

[ thall next obferve, that a certain degree of refpeét is due
to the minilterial office. If they be the ambaffadors of Chrift,
this will confirm my obfervation, for the reprefentatives of a
prince, efpecially if they behave with propriety,«are always
treated with refpect in proportion as their mafter is refpeéted.
The refpeét and friendfhip due to the office, will lead real
chriftians to bear with the imperfettions and failings of the
men, for minifters are but men, and will always have their ime
perfetions. The fame principle, will teach them to be cautie
ous in believing, or circulating unfavourable reports, refpecting
the clergy, on {light evidence, or of judging them harfhly,
- where their motives are not known. Indeed this kind of fora
bearance, is dae to all perfons, but itis required more par-
ticularly for the clergy, as much may depend on their maine
taining an upright charadter, and as they are at lealt, as liable
to milrepreflentation, as any other deflcription of men. But
we are not to infer from what I have faid, that the clergy
fhould be fpared, when guilty of grofs offences. In that cafe,
the interelt of religion requires, that they thould be imparti-
ally dealt with, I do not hefitate to fay, that grofs offences
in a clergyman, are more criminal than in others: they are
bound to abftain from vice, by the fame obligations, which
bind others, and the fanllity of their office, thould form an
additional motive,

The refpect due to their office, thould procure for minifters
a candid and patient hearing of what they deliver, as the

counfel of God. Itis not, indeed, the duty of the people to
follow their inflructions in a blind implicit manner ; the word
of God, is the teft by which every opinion fhould be tried,
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But on doubtful points, it feems not too much for the peo.

ple to fuppofe, that their minifter might be better qualified
than they, to form an opinion, and this would produce a de-
ference, which would make them cautious in reje€ling what
he might advance.

Another daty of the people, which it may feem delicate to
mention, but which [ find pointedly inculcated in the word of
God, is that of giving their minifter a worldly maintainance.
I know fome denominations make a great out.cry againft the
doétrine of fupporting the clergy, and abufe, in the moft illibe.
ral terms, thofe who profcifledly receive any thing like a com.
penfation for their minilterial labors., There is no perfon
more oppofed than I am to unfriendly bickerings between
different denominations ; but as the charge jult mentioned, has
been repeatedly made, and urged againft us in the moft acri-
monious language, I think it neither indecent nor improper to
fhew its futility. My firlt enquiry fhall be whether thofe who
make this charge, are confiltent with themfelves, for the doc-
trine they advance on this fubjet, is I confefs, not wholly in-
applicable to their other principles. They require no exe
penfive education to qualify their minifters, nor do they enjoin
laborious ftudy, and preparation to form their difcourfles for
the public : if then their fermons coft them nothing, it feems
not improper that they fhould give them to the people for no-
thing. But Go they aét thus 2 We do not find them laboring
with their hands for fubfiftence. They derive their living
from the altar. Anxnd, perhaps if all calculations were made,
the fum neceflary to fupport the appearance they make, would
not fall fo far below what is received by thole againft whom
they fo loudly exclaim, But the charge of mercenary priacis-
ples muft be tried by the facrifices made to the interefls of re-
ligion. And what have thofe feflarians to boaft of here ¢

They frequently tell us they were ¢ called from labor to labor
in the vineyard of their Malter.,” And probably a young man
without fucds, or any other refources than his own labor,

would pot find it ealy to fupport himfelf more comfortably
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bian thefe perfons do, by the emoluments of their ofice. Bue
on the other hand, fuppofe a young man had acquired an edu=
cation, fufficient to introduce him into any of the learned
profeffions, [ will not afk this congregation, whether fuch a
man, would not make confiderable facrifices, by devoting
himfelf to the golpel miniltry. I have now taken, what I
believe to be a candid view of this fubject, and the refult ap-
pears to be, that the perfons whom I oppofe, have charged
mercenary motives on men, who facrifice much more largely

than they do, for the interefts of chriftianity.

But I apprehend the honeft inquirer, will find but few du«
ties fo fully and ftrongly inculcated, as that of fupporting the
gofpel. The texts of feripture on this fubjeét are pointed and
numerous, both in the old and new teftament. It is true, the
Apotftle Paul tells the Corinthian church, thathe had labour-
ed, working with his hands rather than be burdenfome to
them; yet, as he ated only as 2 miffionary among them-—as
the church at that time was not organized—and as he incul-
cates the duty of fupporting the golpel, at the fame time
when he reminds them that they had not {upported him, [
am certain that nothing can be inferred from his example in
that cale, to invalidate the many precepts, which he himfelf
as well as the other infpired writers, have given on this point.

As this duty is ftrongly and plainly inculcated in the word
of God, fo it is very reafonable in itfelf. If a man fpends his
youth and his patrimony in acquiring the qualifications of an
office, and muft afterwards employ a life of ftudy, in difchar=
ging the duties of it ; is it not reafonable when you call him
to difcharge this office for you, that you fhould compenfate
him for his labors? and more efpecially if you promife him a
ftated falary, and, what vou yourfelves, will pronounce a low
and inadequate one, does not juftice and duty require that
you fhould fulfil your promife 2

But it fhould alfo be recoilefted, that the interefts of re
ligion are deeply concerned in this matter. Place a man in

penurious or embarrafled circamftances, overwhelm his mind
H h
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with the cares of providing fora rifing family, and it is impof=
fible that he fhould make that proficiency in knowledge, ne«
ceflary for the refpeftable dilcharge of his minilterial dutiese
And, indeed, few things militate more againft the propriety
and refpedtability of congregations themfelves, than repeated
delinquencies, and accumulated arrearages. When I fpeak
of refpectability, I do not ufe the word merely with reference
to the opinions of the world,  That refpeétability, which ari«
[es from the con{cientious performance of fcriptural duty, is
no doubt acceptable to God. And I will further remark, that
the merit or demerit of minifters, will and muft be refleéted
on the fociety of which they are members; for it belongs to
the nature of all focieties, and is a condition infeparable from
their very exiltence, that if their principal officers become cona
temptible the fociety itfelf muflt appear fo.

I fhall now conclude this part of the fubjeét with two obfer.
vations. The firft is, that what is engaged or ftipulated for
religious ufes, is not more to be confidered as a debt due to
individual minilters, or perfons, than as a debt due to God for
the maintenance of his worfhip. He who gives us all, reclaims
a part for his own glory. In this light the fubjet has been
viewed in the Jewith church, and among the primitive chrif.
tians ; and on this ground it is, that God challenges the non.
performance of it as a robbery committed againft himfelf—
ye are cursed with a curse for ye have robbed me even this whole
nation.” My next obfervation is, that no man will ever be the
poorer for any prudent liberality in {upporting the church of
Chrilt. 'The [criptures abound with promifes on this fubjeét,
and thofe promifes can eafily be fulfilled without a miracle.
Every man has {o much of his property, and fo many of his af-
fairs in a fluctuating ftate, that the providence which governs
the whole world can eafily compenfate or punifh us by infenfi.
ble methods. But the rewards of this duty are not always in-
fenfible ; the performance of it may lead to piety or morality
in our fam ilies or neighborhoods, which will fa ve us in a greag
picalure from the extravagancies of vicee  And it is much
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eafier to {upport the gofpel, than to bear the tenth part of the
expences which vice brings in her train.

I have now gone through the principal duties arifing from
the contraét which is this day to be ratified. I feel it incum.
bent on me, to declare, that I have not been thus particular on
accouut of any peculiar fulpicion with refpectto the minifter
and people immediately interefted ; but ftill when a contract
is very important it is alfo important that the duties of it
fhould be fully underftood. The prefent contrat is of the
moft interefting nature, and has for its object, the moft im.
portant confequences in the world—nothing lels than your
prefent and everlafting felicity. ¢ Behold’ fays the Plalmift,
¢ how good and pleafant itis, for brethren to dwell together
in unity ;” with how much propriety may this be applied to 2
church, preferving its purity and peace at the fame time—
{fubmitting to difcipline—difcharging its duties—and walking
in all the ftatutes and ordinances of the Lord. Ifthere be
any thing in this world which bears even a diftant relem.
blance of heaven, it is fuch a church. And where we {ce a
general and confciencious regard to all the precepts and infti-
tutions of Heaven, we have every reation to conclude, that 2
great meafure of divine grace refls upon that people, and that
multitudes are preparing for the fellowfhip of the faints in
light. And fhall we my brethren, entertain the hope that the
fnlem,nitiea of this day, will conduce to thele important endsa
Happy indeed will it be for this people, if they are faithfully
inftrudted in the counfel of God, and if they receive the truth
in the love of it—if they teach thefe things diligently to their
children, and ¢ bring them up in the nurture and admonition
of the Lord.” Then fhall piety {pread from heart to heart,
and from family to family, and in the morning of the refurrec-
tion it fhall be faid, that this man and that man were born
here. But the reverfe of this pifture would be gloomy and

melancholy indeed. A peopie trampling on the word of
God—converting its ordinances into inftruments of firife and
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contention, and whilft the light of divine truth fhines aroung
them, finking into formality and forgetfulne(s of their Maker—
to fuch a people, the gofpel will become a favor of death un«
to death. My brethren, whether you are difpofed to improve
the difpenfations of grace or not, it is our duty to declare that
the kingdom of heaven has come nigh unto you. The ban.
ner of the gofpel is now ereéted in this place—and the fervang
of the Lord, whom you will foon fee confecrated to the facred
office, is like his divine mafter, fet for the fall or rife of many
among you.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE:

Extralts from the Appendix to the Report of the British and
Foreign Bible Society.

Tue firlt is an extra® of a letter from the Rev. Dr. Dals
rymple, one of the minifters at Ayr.

¢ I give you joy, and would take fome {mall fhare of it
myfelf, that we have lived to the day of a Britifh and Fo.
reign Bible Society. In the 82d year of my age, and 59th of
my miniftry ; next to both deaf and blind ; it is little that I
can do in an ative way to affit in fo glorious a defign: bug
that little fhall not be wanting. This evening I intend to
overture our fynod for a colleétion, after the good example
of the prefbytery of Glafgow, and I hope to fucceed.’.”” (p. 34.)

Mr. Kiefling a refpeétable merchant in Nuremberg thus

writes.

¢¢ Your letter afforded me fuch joy that I could not contain
myfelf, but immediately went to the Rev. John Godfried
Schoener, one of the moft refpeftable minifters of our city,
in orderto communicate to him the joyful news from a far
country, e was no lefs affected than myfelf; and we agreed
to appoint a meeting of chriftian friends on Afcenfion-day;
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