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4 Timathy, isi. 1.—=This is a true saying, if any man desire
ghe office of @ bishop, he desireth a good work.

- 'Waen our Saviourinlituted his church in the world he in”
tended to form it into a regular government. He never gave

‘any countenance to thofe plans of infubordination, which
fome have attempted to introduce into ecclefiaftical mattcrl.

lintendmg to eret his churzh into an orderly ’kmgdom, he
‘appointed all the offi ces neuccﬂ'ary for the management of its

 affairs, and the exerc;l'c of its authority. The principal of
~ thefe oﬁcea, 18 that of a gofpel minifter, whxch. the prefent

occafion, as well as: the words of our text leads us to confider.
He that desires t" ¢ office of a b;skap, desires a good work.—
In treating the f&hjeﬂ arifing from thefe words, we fhall pur-

fue the follomng order=

1. We shall make samc explanatary absewatwm on tfu' oﬁw
ef a gospel Minister——

II. Consider the g‘ualiﬁcatiam it TEqUITEE =
111, The duties it :mpascs-—and

V. T‘Iw treatment ta which it is cntztled.

L. Accordmg to this order, we fhall procced in the ﬁrft place
. to make some explanatar.: observations on the Qﬁce of a gospel
minister. My ficlt obfervation is, that the fcriptures do not
appear to give any-ground for the diltinétion of a fuperior and
inferior order of the clergy. Some of the proteftant churches,
however, hold a different opinion en this fubjeft. They {uppole
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that the word bifhop defignates a fuperior order of the clergy,
and that of prefbyter or elder an inferior clafs. I might pro-

drce ieveral paffages of fcripture to refute this opinion, but
fhall content myfelf with the following. ¢ For this caufe left
I thee in Crete, that thou fhouidelt fet in order the things
that are wanting, and ordain clders in every city as [ had ap.
pointed thee. If any be blamelefs, the hufband of one wife,
having faithful children not accufed of riot, or unruly. Fora
bithop muft be blamelefs, as the fieward of God ; not felf-will
ed not foon angry, not given to wine, no ftriker, not given to
filthy lucre.”® It requires no comment,to fhew, that the Apof.
Atle here ufes the words elder and bihop as fynonymous. He
fets out with [pecifying the qualifications which ought to be re-

garded in the choice of an elder, and, at the very fame time,
applies all his dire@ions to the choice of a bithop. .

- My next ‘obfervation is, that a minifter holds an authomy
delegated to him by the great head of the church; tlus is evis
dent, becaufe our Saviour has entrufted them with the exer.
c+fe of difcipline and government, enjoining 1t upon ‘them to
reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all authority ; and to dif-
charge the epifcopal office of his church, (o as to promote the
edification and good of his people, It 1s alfo evident, from
the ter.ms by which minifters are fometimes defignated inrfcrip..
ture, partlcularly from: their bein g called ambafladors of Chrift,
¢ Now then we are ambafladors for Chrit, as though God
did befeech zou by us : we pray you in Chrift’s flead be
ye reconciled to God.’{ But to guard this doélrine from
the abufe to which it is liable, and has fometimes been ex-
pofed, it ought to be remembered, that their authority
goes no farther than what the fcripture authorifes. They
are ot to lord it over the confciences of men; or to confider
«heinfelves as lords of God’s hevitage, Their bufine(s is to
car. v into effeét that fyftem of government which Chrift has
Jai f.‘.own in the holy fcriptures. When they confine them-

* TJ'WS i- Slliﬁll‘7i- | 1. 2 C@I’- Ve 20
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lve. withia the limits, and at according to the dire&icns
of the word of God, then it is that they are ﬁipported by this
folemn fanftion—* he "that defpifcth you defpifeth me.’
"With thefe reftrictions, w

“ficers of his church in every future age, © verily I {ay unto
you, whatfoever ye fhall bind on earth fhall be bound in hea.
‘ven.”® This part of the fubjet fuggelts a very uleful cauti-
on, both tothe officers and the people of the church of Chrift.
The officers fhould take heed not to'abufe a commiffion which
is fo facred, and the limits of which 'have been fixed by the
Lord Jefus Chrit himfelf, and the people’ hould beware of
trifling with church dlfuphne, and of inconfiderately oppo-

fing it, left whilkt they apprehend themfelves as dealing only

with their fellow.creatures, they {hould be found oppofing an
ordinance of Gad. ‘ fai .

Ancther obfervation, is, thal: the mmlﬁerlal authonty is
conferred by regular ordination. Ikoow, indeed, that thi ;
are not waning in the prefeat day, who mnﬁdgr ordinati

as unimportant or unneceflary. They fuppofe themfe!ves to
be called of heavan to the facred office, and to have mc&ived

their commifion immediately from God. When the matter
is rightly underftood, 1 am far from denying the propriety
of a divine call, but a divine call can never be intended to
fuperfede the inftitutions of heaven. Ordination is certain«
ly an appointment of fcrlpture, and fan&ioned by the exam*
ple of the primitive church., If, therefore, we are to pay

any regard to the fcriptures in maiters of church govern«
ment, we muft not lay this ordinance afide. Belides the rea-

(onablenefs and neceflity of the mﬁ:tutmn, have a ftrong
claim on our attention. The great head of the church, feems
to have appointed ordination as the only {ure rule by which
the penplé could know who were minifters and who wete
not, Such a rule appears tc be indifpenfibly neceflary.

: ]h'ﬂﬂﬁe mi‘.il 13:

certamly to underftand what '
our Saviour fays to-his difciples, and through them to the of.

'i
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It is the duty of a chriftian to receive the facraments, and
he can receive them only from the hands of regular miniiters ;
if then there be no rule for afcertammg who are regular mi-
minifters, the people can never know that they live in the
performance _.ﬂf their duties, Bu't there 1& no way of af-
certaining this, in the prefent Rate of the church, but by ore
daination, .in the primitive church.indeed, they had officers
commiffioned immediately by Chrilt himfelf.  This, in a
great degree, conftitutes the difference between an apoftolic
office, and, that of the .common miniftry, the apofile receiven
his commiffion immediately from heaven, 4 the minifter
receives a fimilar, from inferior authority, by ordination.
_But then Apofiles, and ail extraordinary officers whofe com-
_miffions were immediately from God, performed miracles, or
carried with them fome fupernatural yevidence of their autho-
rity. And if any perfon preteads to an immediate commiffi«
on from heaven, to preach the gof{pel aow,and doev not con-
firm his pretenfions in the {ame way, he ought to be treated
as an impofler. We cannot infer ‘the minifterial authority
of a man, from his preaching the truth in an acceptable man.
ner; for then every mun of piety and talents might begin to
preach, and adminifter the {acraments without any ceremo-
ny, and in contradiétion to the rules laid down in the facied
volume. It would noteven do to fay God blefles his preach-
ing; for we are incompetent to fearch the heart,and a man’s
converts may appear promifing for a time and not prove real
converts at lalt. In fa&t nothing but miracles can be confi.
dered as fufficient to prove an immediate commiffion: and
as the age of miracles has ceafed, all pretenflons to fuch 3
coramiflion, or to any other commiffion than what is conferred
by regular ordimation, cught to be treated as enthufiaftic
prefumption.
My laft obfervation is that eleftion; as well as ordination,
is neceflary, before a clergyman obtains the right of exerci-
fing his minifterial authority in any particulai church, ‘The
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trath of this obfervation arifes from the nature and privi.ages
of churches confidered as voluntary aflociations ; thefe privie
leges are countenanced in feripture, and conftitute a part ot
that fpiritual liberty, which we have a right  to enjoy, but
fhould be careful not to abufe-—a liberty, fome degree of
which, is abfolutely neceffary to the fincerity, if not to the pu-
rity, of religious worfhip. There are many denominations
of clergy, whom we admit to be regularly invefted with the
minifterial fan&ions, and yet from diverfity of opinion, we:
cannot in confcience fubmit to their infltrutions, or govern.
ment. ‘Fhat clathing of o;p'inion, which attends all human
affairs and which could not be wholly excluded from religi~
on, even in the days of mfpiratmn, makes it neceflary that
the people fhould have the right of choofing their paﬁor. |

This eleétion may be eithey general or particular—geaeral,

when a minifter is brought i into the fellowfhip and communi.

on of a certain denomination, by thole appointed to exercife
its govcrnmenl;q. and particular, when he is called by a con*
gregation to difcharge among them the eplfcopal office. We
fhall now proceed, - st
1L. In the fecond place, to consider the qualifications which
she ministerial office requires. The fi.lt quahﬁcatwn which:
I fhall mention, is real vital piety. There are a great many
reafons why this qualification fhould te neceflary, and the

majority of them {o obvious, that it will he fufficient barely

to mention them. It feems, indeed, to be one of the greatcﬂ'.'

abfurdities in the world, for an unregenerate man to obtrude
himfelf into the facred defk. Shall an enemy to God under-

take to advance his honor, or promote his mtercﬂ n the;

world! Shall any one make it the bufinefs of his hfc 10 ex:e
piain and enforce the doétrine of [cripture, which the fcrip=
tures contain the fentence of his everlalting condemnatlan!
With great propriety it was once faid by an eloquent preach.
er, *“when an unregenerate man comes into the pulpit, he
he carries his own death warrant in his hand.” It is related
of a diftinguithed preacher, in the earlier days of the church,
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that on 4 certain occafion he was induced by the fear of pars
fecution to comply with fome idolatrous ceremonies, which
afterwards appearec to amount to fomething like z denial of
our Saviour. The next time he went into the pulpit, the
firft thire that met his eye, was the fixteenth verfe of the ff.
tieth Pfalm, ¢ But unto the wicked, God faith, what haft thou
to do to declare my (tatutes, or that thou fhouldft take my
covenant into thy mouth.,” The conviftion of this paflage,
ftruck him dumb at the time, and for feveral days afterwards
kept him in a ftate bordering on deltrallicn. And [ am
perfuaded that no unregenerate man, were not his confcience
totally afleep, would ever attempt to preach the word of God.
One confideration which makes religion neceflary in a mi-
pifter, is, that it is the belt prcparatwe for receiving and un.
derftanding the truths of the fcriptures. The depravity of
the human heart, is the origiaal fource of all error, and what-
ever an early education or orthudox inftrution may have
do ¢ for us, we are never fecur: even againft effential errors,
until we noffé(s a fan&ified heart. But fuppofing our doétri.
nal fentiments fhould be corre&, pra&ical religion is to be
learned only from experience: and how fhall that man lead
others in the road to heaven who has never travelled it him.
felf=the blind would lead the blind, and our Saviour has told
us what would be the confequence. Befides an irreligious mi.
nifter could not delight in his office and of courfe, could not
be diligent in performing the duties of it: and what is ftill
more important, nothing can be done in the'minilterial office

without the divine blefling, and an irreligious man has but
little reafon to expe that.

But I thiok it not only neceffary that a minifter fhould pof.
fefs religion, and that in an eminent degree, he ought to be
a man of the moft upright, exemplary, and prudent condu&,
patieat, and forbearing, and able, on all occalions, to command
his own temper. [ mention this, becaufe there are fume pro-
feflors of religion, of whom charity would teach us to hope
well, who are, notwithftanding, fubject to a ficklenefs and in-:
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tonliltency of conduét, which would be very incompatable
with the office of the gofpel miniftry. Together with the
qualifications already mentioned, I think it very defirable, u
not abfolutely neceflary, that a minifter of Chrift, fhould pof-
fefs, in a good degree, the aflurance of faith, and a warm zeal
for glorifying God in the gofpel of his Son, .

It is undoubtedly of great importance, that the work of the
miniftry fhould not be committed to weak or ignorant men,
who 1night be unable to teach others; competent gifts, as
well as graces are indiipenfibly requifite. I do not meaﬁ, thas
candidates ought to be reje€ted for the want of preémineng
talents, but a gofpel minifter ought to pofiefs a mind naturale
ly found, and well cultivated. - A liberal edvcation may not
in all ‘cafes be indifpenfibly neceffary—uncommon natural ta-
lents combined with certain circumitances, may compenfate
in fome degree for the want of improvement ; but generally
fpeaking, I think what is commonly called a liberal education
oaght to be required. - A minilter of Chrift (hould certain.y
attend to all thofe branches of human learning, which might
enable him to deliver his meflage with propriety; and in
order tﬁ underﬂlﬂd hia mec ﬂ'agc he ought to be acquaintn
ed with the facrea f{criptures, In the original languael.
There may b& fome difpute as to the courfe of QRtudy
moft proper to effe® the firt of thefe purpofes, or to qua.
lify « man for fpeaking, but it is certain that to accomplith
both the purpefes juflt mentioned, a confiderable courfe of hn-
man learning, is abfolutely requifite.

But there are fome denominations in the world, who de-
clare abfolutely againft the neceflity of a learned miniftry,
and in fupport of their fentiments, alledge the example of
our Saviour, who chofe fithermen and mechanics to be the
firt minifters of the new teftament.. Their error however,.
as happens in almoft every cafe of bad reafoning, confifts in.
comparing things which do not refemble. It is true that our’
Savmu in the firl inQtancze, chofe mechanic’s and fithermen
a 2
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0 pubhm the gofpel: but to fay nothing of the advantages
which thefe men derived from his perfonal inftru&ions and
example, for upwardn. of three years; when he fent them ine
to the world, he endowed them with miraculous 1:111;:}‘1'1'1fi:::at,'iA--r
6h3‘;~,: he enabled them to pérfotm miracles, to 'fpeak all lan-
guages that were nECﬁﬁéry, and by a {upernatural infpiration,
nltru&ed them what they ought to fpeak. ¢ Bu: when they
fhall deliver you up, take no thought how or what ye fhall
fpeak :- for it thall be given you in the fame hour what ye
fhall fpeak. - For it is not ye that fpeak, but the Spirit of your
Father which {peaketh in you.’® LHere now, were men, en-
dowed with every qualification, that can be conceived of, or
fuppoled neceflary for the purpofe. The gift of miracles
which arrefted the attention and carried convilion to the
<ouniciences of the world—the gift of tongues which contri,
%ﬁt“ei to the Lfamc-end and alfo furnifhed.them with an oppor-
‘tunity of communicating the treafures of the gofpel to all na-
"tmns—-and the fpirit of infpiration, which enabled them to

give the moft appropriate and falutary inftructions, on every
eccafion. I fhould think, if any thing can be inferred from
our Saviour’s example in this cafe, taking the whole of it to-
gefhEri it would be that 2 minifter of Chrift, ought to poflefg
all quallﬁcatnons necellary for convincing and inftrudting the

lworld

But thofe with whom we contend, will fuppofe that by pof-
fefling real religion, and being taught in the fchool of Chrift,
they obtain all the knowledge and qualificaticns which are ne.

ceflary. In reply to this, I will readily admit that religion

¥s the belt preparative, for underftanding the word of God,
and [ have no doubt the divine Spirit, confpiring with the ufe

of meauns, greatly aflilts a pious minifter in his ftudies. But
diftiné froic the qualifications which grace may confer, there

are others ob{olutely neceflary, and which may be acquired

* Mﬂt:h- & 19!“20'
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by a courfe of human means. It will, no doubt be admitted,
as of the firlt importance, that a gofpel mmlﬁer (hould have
a corre®t knowledge of the holy feriptures, for wuh_uut this he
is no better than the blind leading the blind., But to under,
ftand the holy fcriptures, we fhould be acquainted with them,

in the original languages, we fhonld be acquaiuted wiih the
hiftory of thofe cuftoms, and events, in the midit - which ths

infpired penman wrote, and to which they frejquently alivde ;
we fhould be ver{ed in literary {cience, fo as to wnderftand the
different modes of writing—the difterent phrat:s and figurcs
with which all compofitions abound, and the rul:s of interpre.
tation, to which all writings humaa or divine, muﬂ be fubs
je€ted, without fome kacwledge of this kind we ﬁm...l not he
qualified even to follow a good Commentatnr or. the fcngﬂ-
tures, or to form anv opinion for nurfr-lvem | Bm how 18 this

knowledge to be obtained? It may as .:Llready faid be-. ﬁbtamcd
by human means, or it mlght be coniﬁrred by the eXtraordi ma,-

ry mfplratwn of the divine Spirit, But thofe who negle& the

natural means, and pretend that divine ﬂteachmg gives I:hem all
neceflary knowledge, are pretending to an infpiration whlch

fuperfedes the ufe of means, and is therfore very diftin& fmm n
“the common operations of grace; for common grace does not_

fuperfede means, but encourages and afh.ts in the ufe of them.
But when any one makes pretenfions of this kind, he ought to

{upport them by miracles, or fome fupernataral emdenc

The teaching of which he fpeaka i3 a fecret miracle, and
amounts to fometheng like that infpiration which the apnﬁl::-s

puffeffed, and if it be of this kind it needs a publick miracle
to make it credible. All pretending therefore that we are
taught by the divine Spirit what things we ought to learn, as
others learn them, fhould ‘be re je€ted in the prefént day, .as
fell.-righteous prefumptir 1: and if any pecple give credit to
fuch pretenfions, they are manifeltly in the high road of error
and delufion: and what 18 worle, they pat themlelves under
the influence of a delufion, which cannot be correéted or rea-
foned dewn becaule they do not profefs to be led by reafun, or
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evidence, ot fcripture, but by the unfupported affertions of &
fellow creature. It perhaps would be well to recollect, that
the plain line of diftinétion between impoltures, and the real
meflengers of heaven, has been pretty much the fame in every
age., An impollor never proves his affertions. Maho-
met had his fecret miracles and infpirations, but he did
not’ pretend to confirm them by any publick miracles ;
and modern impofters, have their illumination and teachings
for which they can give no evidence but their own affertion,

On the other hand the real meflengers of grace always deal
with mankind as with reafonable creatures ; when they intros
duced a divine revelation into the world at firft they confirm-
ed it by fufficient and undeniable miracles, and fince the age
of miracles has ceafed they require the beiief of nothing but
what can be proved from a revelation {ufficiently authentica-
ted. Thefe obfervations will, I truft, be fufficient to fhew
that the improvement or knowledge neceffary for the minif:
terial office are.not to be expelled in a fupernatural way, and
therefore that a courfe of fcientific education 1s abfolutely ne-

ceflary. But let it be remembered, that although all know.
ledge may be ufeful to a clergyman, his principal attention
tfhould be turned to the fubjet of divinity. His bufinefs is
to underfland and teach the do€ltrines of the word of God,
and every man ought to be better acquainted with what be-
longs immediately to his own profeffion, than with any thing

elfe. I have now taken a brief view of the principal things
neceflary to qualify a man for preaching the gofvel. What I
have mentioned are real and cordial religion, a prudent and
upright moral deportment, a good degree of the aflurance of

faith, a fervent zeal for glorifying God in the gofpel of his
Son, and a mind fufficiently improved with nieful knowledge.
‘I hefe things taken together and conneted with a favorable
train of providences, conftitute what may be termed a divine
call to the minifterial office, They are very much miflaken,
who fuppofz a miniflirial call to confilt 'u blind impulies
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or impreflions, of which a perfon can give no rational acconnt)
and which have no relation to his fitnefs for the work. A
minifterial call comprehends all the neceflary qualifications for
the office, both human and divine, And 2 minifterial call
without minilterial qualifications, is the greateft abfurduy i
the world ia H HS ”

I, In the third place*we were %0 conlider, the dutics
which the ministeriai office smposes, (In this part of the {ube
ject, as well as upca every other part of it, I think it neceffas
ry to confult brevity, The fubject itfelf is very extenfive,
_and if every thmg were to be {aid ‘which mlghi be faid, it

would make a volume rather thau a fe*mﬂn- £ ‘hall make a
few remarks on the part of the fubj-ct aow before us as it ref-
pefls example, inftruétion, and duclphne. _‘

‘1. It isincumbent on a minif:r to exhibit a good example,
this is in faét the duty of all cariftians, the eyes of the world

are upon them ; they are a ity fet on a hill ; and indeed the
npmlom mankind 1n geﬁeral form of religion, is more mﬂuen.
ced by the c:ampie ‘of the church than hy any t}ung elfe.
But a goud example on the part of 2 minifter is more particu.
iarly requifite. us his fation in the church is more confpicu-
ous, and their condu® more clofely watched. There is a
ftrong difpofition in the people of the world to jultify their

behaviour, and even their vices, by the miftakes of clergy,

If they can find any thing in the condu of a minilter, which
" bears even a diftant refemblance to their own faults, they fomea
times lay hold of it with avidity, and circulate it with exag.
geration. Hence the neceflity of avoiding even the appear-
ance of evil, that if poflible, no ground may be given for +- .
juring the chriftian caufe, A minifter in his deportment,
fhould avoid every thing light or foppifh ; 1n kis intercourle
with the world, whatever favors of duplicity or over.reaching,
and in what relates to religion he fhould always be folemn and
fincere. His whole converfation fhould be feafoned with pi-
ety, and the gravity of his charafter always fupported. There
is a wonderful delicacy in the charafter of a clergyman; I
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lave known men celebrated through life and after death, for
their virtuous behaviour, who were addifted to a aumber of
vices, any one of which, would have ruined the influence
of a clerg}*m;an, and covered him with difgrace for years, per-
baps for life: 'This fa& it is true, is for the honor of religion,
as it fhews the fuperior purity, expefted of thofe who meke a
diftinguifhed profeflion of it, but it fhews at the fame time,
with how much i:autiﬁn a minifter ought to a&t. Perhaps
the exhibiting of a proper example is the moft difficult, and
at the fame time the moft important of a minifter’s dutiesi
it gives weight to every thing he does, and without it all his

fabors will loofe their efficacy. 1 fhall give two general di-
reftions to afilt in’ the accomphfhment of this all lmpnrtant
purpofe. The firft is, to refle@t much on the great object of

our mlﬂiﬂn.' A mmlﬁer ftands betwcen the living and the
dead ; his lahara are dlreéled to the (alvation of ﬁtmers,

and he muft foun give an account of his Rcwardﬁ\lp to the
]’udge of all the earth Let him farmllanze thefe confidera.
tions to hla mind, and they will form the beft guard 6n his
‘- condadls In the fecond place, he ought to beware of wﬂha;
' f;jme would term little faults. A great many little thipgs;
have aftrong influence on the charaéter; and it is oftener by
thefe than by grofs mifdemeasors, that his refpe@ability and
ufefulnefs is impai~ed. n
2 1 thall next {peak of the duty of mﬁru&mn. This i1s
comprehended in a great meafure, though not entirely, in
preaching the word of God. The danger of unfaithful
preaching is perhaps no where more ftrongly painted than
in the language of Ezckiel ; ¢ So thou O Son of man, I have fet
thee a watchman unto the houfle of Ifrael: therefore thou fhalt
hear the word at my mouth, and warn them from me...When
I fay unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou fhali furely die;
if thou doft not {peak to warn the wicked from his way, that
wicked man fhall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will I re-
auire at thine hand...Neverthelefs, if thou warn the wicked
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of his way to turn from it; 1f he do not turn from his way hd
fhall die in hisiniquity ; but thou haft delivered thy foul,’#
One of the great ends of preaching is to convince the care.
lefs. This requires plam, honeft, and finceré dealing.—
Plain, honeft, and affeétionate ftatements fhiould be given them
of the guilt and danger of fin, and perhaps generally convey-
ed in the language of fcripture; Nothing fhould be kept
back through the fear of man or the defire of popularity, and
yet rafh or coarfe expreffions, calculated to give unneceflary
offence, fhould be carefully avoided. There may be an ho-
uelt policy in preaching the gofpel of Chrit—the wifdom of
the ferpent, and the harmleflnefs of the dove. . There are
certain avenues which more furely reach the heart; and the
mar: who uaderltands human nature, may lay hold of thefe
. Wwith propriety, or rather it is his duty to do it. The beft rule
on this fubjedt, 18 to feel a ftrong defire for the falvation of
thole to whom we {peak ; this will convert all our knowledge
into the proper channel, and frequently communicates an in~
fin&ive fomething to our addrefs, which is moft likely to be
accompanied with the divine blefing, A minifter may [ome..

timeg§feel a temptation to expofe the vices of his enemies, for
his own gratification, and that under the appearance of decla«
ring the truth with faithfulnefs: but fuch conduét wouid be
very wicked, and perhaps the motives of it would often be dee
te@ted—Sincerity has a ftamp peculiar to itfelf, ‘which can
hardly ever be counterfeited fuccefstully.

Another great end of preaching, is to direc the awakencd
fioner., When a finner is once awakened, the moments are

precious and critical, and none of them {hnuld be loft, The
confcience labouring under a {enfe of gmlt, will feek for reft,
and often finds it where it fhould not. Every effort fhould

now be employed to guard the finner from falling back into
unbelief—from refling on a falfe hope, or from fetthng on any

thing fhort of the Lord Jefus Chrift. Some {eem to act upon

¥ Ezek, xxx1i8. V1840004
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the belief that when convi€lions is once begun, we may fafely
truft the work to God himfelf. It is certainly true, that al}
our preaching oa this, and every other fubject, will be unavail.
ing, without the fuperintending agency of the divine Spirit.
But the divine Spirit co-operates with means, and although
fkilful intrution may be frequently baffled, itis no doubt fre-
quently the effentia! means of falvation.

The edification of Chriltians, is allo an important end of
preaching. It is true, perfons may be very ignorant when
they become Chriftians, but is far from defirable that they
fhould continue fo. It was indeed once thought that igno.
rance was the mother of devotion; but the fa& is, knowledge
1s neceflary to give piety its true dire&®ion, and unfold the
chriftian charafter to advantage. Religion without know-
ledge, either degenerates into thoughtleflnefs, or blind zeal.
X hope, indeed, the truly pious will always have light enough
to keep them back from the worlt excefles of fanaticifm ; but
- they may do much injury to the chriftian caufe. On the
other hand, if all the churches of Chrit were properly in.
firuted in the doftrines of grace, and all the various branch.
es of daty, it would wipe off much imperfeflion fromk the
chriflian character; and there would be lefs of that ftumbling
which hardens the wicked, grieves the judicious chriftian,
and mars the beauty of the charch, For this great purpole,
fermons ought to be inftructive ; they ought clearly to uofold
thefe do@rines of the gofpel, more immediately connnedted
with repentance towards God, and faith in the Lord Jefus
Chrift; thefe doftrines promote humility, tenderne(s of con-
fcience, and lead to the genuine ard extenflive reformation of
the human heart. On certain occalions too, it will be the dy-
ty of 2 minifter to defend the chriftian {yftem in generzl, or
to defend particular doftrines, aud refute particular errors,
and he fhould always be ready to improve unufual difpenfati.
ons of divine providsnce. But as already faid, preaching
does not comprehend i1l the inftrudtion a mjnilter {hould come
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municate. ‘He thould make his condu® and converfation
inftru&tive, he fhould vifit the fick, and take every oppore
tunity of making his people wifer and better.
The next minifterial duty of which we fhall fpeak, is difci-
pline. QOur Saviour when he inftituted his Church, formed
it into a regular kingdom, appointed laws for its government;
and officers for carrying thofle laws into effe&t. When, there.
fore, the difcipliue of the Church is properly adminiftered, j¢
carries with it, the force of a divine Government. The rules
of difcipline, and church government, are in the firft place
to be locked for in the holy [criptures, and whatever they ef.
tablith on the fubje&, fhould be confciencioufly obferved.—
But it is not to be expefted that the {criptures fhould direét
all minute cafes, or furnifh rules, which would llterally apply
to all occurrences. Whenever, therefore, the fcrlptures do
not dire® us, the government of the church muft be conduét-
ed by thofe principles and rules, which are eflential to the
good orcler of all focieties, or voluntary affociations. Moral
writers do not fcruple to fay, that thofe rules which are effen-
tial $ order, carry with them a divine fan&ion ; inafmuch, as
God is the God of order. One of thefe rules, as it applies to
the church, is, that in all matters, which fairly come before
the members of the church, at large, a majority muft govern,
Another is, that all regulations not anti-fcriptural, which are
fanicned by a majority of the charch, thould be religioufly
obferved: Thefe rules are not llterally enjoined in [cripture,
and yet, as there could be no orderly fociety without them,
I apprenend they carry with them, a divine authority., But
according to thefe rules, it would feem that thofe of our com-
munion, cught, in confiltency, to acknowledge, that church
government isrightly adminiftered, when it isagreeable to our
Standard or Conftitution, which is our interpretation of the
facred {criptures, as they relate to this point. If thefe views
of the fibjeét were fairly attended to, it might prevent a great
deal of trouble, with refpeft to ecclefiaftical matters. It is

a matter of regret and aftonifhment to fee how church dils
3 .
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bipline is fometimes treated. ‘There are people who enter the
church as though ali right belonged to them' alone, they wifk
td trample on its regulations at pleafure, and complain loudly
of the bigotry of thofe who would prevent their doing fo, But
#fuch people would confider it, all the bigotry lies at their own
door. If a church be a voluntary aflociation, what rig'ht have
they to change the rules (for to violate with impunity is tc
change them) which the will of a majority have fantioned.

The principles of fuch conduét are tyranny, they have litile
reafon, and lefs fcripture, on their fide, and thofe who incon
fiderately a& upon them, are afting a dangerous part. They
are trifing with the rules of that church which our Saviour
calls the kingdom of heaven, in a manner in which they would
not trifle with the regulations of any petty fociety whatever,
‘I'his leads me to obferve, that many of thofe, who make
the greateft out-cry, about what they call religious it erty,
are in reality, among the greateRt religious bigots in the
world. The firk objeét of their clamor, no doubt is, to {ree
them{elves from the power of others ; but another as ardent
ly defired, 18, to get all power into their own hands. Thii
‘obfervation, if [ am not greatly miftaken, applies to all men
‘who do not live quietly under the rules of that church, to
which they have attached themfelves, unlefs their confciences

oblige them, either to attempt a reformation, or to withdraw :
and when a good man atten:pis rt:formati(in, he will proceed
in an orderly conftitutional manner, or if he withdraws, he
will withdraw quietly,

IV. lu the fourth place, we fhall confider the treatment so
which the ministerial office is ertitled. This part of the {ub.
et biings into view the reciprocal duties of the people to
their clergy, My fiult obfervation here is, that fome of the
duties of the people are corelative with thofe of mininifters
and fuppofed by them. Of this kind, particularly, is an atten.
tive hearing of the gofpel, a_ndfa fubmiffion to difcipline. For

y
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why is fo much apparatus prmnded for publifhing the gofpel 2
why is the blood of him that dies unwarned required at the
watchman’s hand, if thole who receive the warning are not
bound to improve it ! And we have already fhewn the nature
of difcipline, and the reafonablenels and neceflity of {ubmittiag
to it, fo far as it is an ordinance of God.

I fhall next obferve, that a certain degree of refpeét is due
to the minifterial office. If they be the ambaffadors of Chrift.
this will confirm my obfervation, for the reprefentatives of a
prince, efpecially if they behave with propriety, are always

treated with refpett in proportion as their mafter is refpetted,
The refpe and friendllip due to the office, will lead real
chriftians to bear with the imperfections and failings of the
men, for mirifters are but men, and wiil always have their im-
perfe&mm. 'The fame principle, will teach them to be cautis

ous in believing, or circulating unfavourable reports, refpe&ing
the clergy, on ﬁlght evidence, or of judging them harfhly,
where their motives are not known. lndeed this kind of for=
bearance, is due to all perfons, but itis requiicd more pare

tzcv.;larly for the clergy, a8 much may depend on thetr main.
taining an upright chara&er, and as they are at leaft, as liable
to mifreprefentation, as any other defcription of men. Buc
we are not to infer from what I have ‘aid, that the cleray
{hould be fpared, when guilty of grofs offences. In that cafcr,
the interelt of religion requires, that they fhould be imparti.

ally dealt with. I do not hefitate to fay, that grofs offences
in a clergyman, are more criminal than in others: they are
bound toabftain from vice, by the fame nbhgatmns which

bind others, and the fanéhty of their office, lhould form an
+ additional motive.

T'he relpe& due to their office, thould procure fon minifters
a candid and patient hearing of what they deliver, as the

counfel of God. It is not, indeced, the duty of the pmplis to
fdﬁow their inftructions in a blind implicit manner; the word
{ God, 1s-the tell by vrhich every cpinion fhould be trl"d.

'Q
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‘But on coubtful points, it fcema not too much for the peo-
~ ple to fuppofe, that their minifter mjght be better qualifiéd
- than they, to form an opinion, and this would produce a de-
ference, which would make them cautious in reje®ing what
he might advance.
Avother duty of the people, which it may feem delicate to
mention, but which I find pointedly inculcated in the word of
God, is that of giving their minifter a worldly mazintenance
I know fome denominations make a great out-cry againft the
doétrine of [upporting the clergy, and abufe, in the moft illibe.
ral terms, thofe who profefledly receive any thing like a com-
penfation for their minifterial labors. There 1s no perfon
more oppofed tkan I am to unifriendly bickerings between
different denominations ; but as the charge jult mentioned, has
been repeatedly made, and urged againft us in the moft acri-
monious langnage, I think it neither indecent nor improper to
fhew its futility. My firft enquiry fhall be whether thofe who
maxe this charge, are confiltent with themf{elves, for the doc.
trine they advance on this fubjeft, is I confefs, not wholly in-
applicable to their other principles. They require no ex-
penfive education to qualify their minifters, nor do they enjoin
Taborious ftudy, and preparation to form their difcourfes for
the public : if then their (ermons coft them nothing, it feems
not improper that they fhould give them to the people for no.
thing. Butdo they act thus? We do not find them laboring
with their hands for fubfitence. They derive their living
from the altar. And, perhaps if all calculations were mades
the {um neceflary to fupport the appearance they make, would
ot fall fo far below what is received by thofe againft whom
~ they fo loudly exclaim. But the charge of mercenary princi-
ples muft bc tried by the {acrifices made to the interefts of re.
ligion. And what have thofe feflarians to boaft of here 2
They frequently tell us they were  called from labor to laber
in the vineyard of their Mafter.” And probably a youug rgan
without funds, or any other refources than Lis own labor,
would not find it ealy to fupport | mifelf more comfortably




21
than thefe perfons do, by the emoluments of their office.. P
on the other hand, fuppole a young man had acquired an edus
cation, fufficiznt to introduce him into any of the leamed
profeffions, I will not afk this congregation, whether fuch a
man, would not mzke confiderable facrifices, by devoting
himfelf to the gofp:l minifiry, I have now taken, what I

| i
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believe to be a candid view of this fubjeét, and the refult ap-
pears to be, that the perfons whom I oppofe, have charged ™
mercenary motives on men, who facrifice much more largely
than they do, for the interefls of ch rlﬂ:lamty.
But I apprehend the honeft inquires, will find but few due
ties fo fully and ftrongly inculcated, as that of fupporting the
gofpel. The texts of {cripture on this fubjeé\: are pointed and
numerous, both in the old and new teftament, It is true, the
Apoftle Paul tells the Corinthian church, thathe had labour-
ed, working with his hands rather than be burdenfome to
them ; yet, as he ated only as a miflionary awnong them-—as
the church at that time was not organized--and as he lncul.
cates the duty of fupporting the gofpe'l, at the fame time
when he reminds them that they had not fupported him, I
am certain that nothing can be inferred from his example in
that cafe, to :nvalidate the many precepts, which he himfelf
as well as the other infpired writers, have given on this pointe

As this duty is ftrongly and plainly i1nculcated in the word
of God, fo it is very reafonable in itfelf. If-a man fpends his
youth and his patrimony in acquiriag the qualifications of an
office, and muft afterwards employ a life of ftudy, in difchar-
ging the duties.of it; is it not reafonable when you call him
to difcharge this office for you, that you fhould compenfate
him for his labors?! and more efpecially if you promife him a
ftated falary, and, what you yourfeives, will pronounce a low
and inadequate one, does not jullice and duty require that
you fhould fulfil your promife ? ‘

But it {hould alfo be recolleted, that the interells of re=
lizion are deeply concerned in this matter. Place a man in
penurious or embarrafled circum{tances, overwhelm his mind




writh the cares of providing for a riling family, and it is impof-
ﬁble that he fhould make that proficiency in knowledge, ne.
eeﬂ'ary for the refpetable difcharge of his minifterial duties,

And, indeed, few things militate more againft the propriety
and refpectability of congregations themfelves, than repeated
delinquencies, and accumulated arrearages. When I fpeak
of refpefability, I do not ufe the word merely with reference
to the opinions of the world, T hat refpe&ability, which ari-
fes from the confcientious performance of {criptural duty, is

no doubt acceptable to God. And I will further remark, that
the merit or demerit of minifters, will and muft be refleéted

on the fociety of which they are members; for it belongs to
the nature'of all focieties, and is a condition infeparable from

”thelr very exiftence, that if their principal officers become cone
temptible the {ociety itfelf muft appear fo.

I fhall now conclude this part of the fubjeét with two obfer-
vations. The firlt is, that what is engaged or ftipulated for
religious ufes, i is not more to be confidered as a debt due to
individual minilters, or perfons, than as a debt due to God for
the maintenance of his worfhip. He who gives us all, reclaims
allpart' for his own glory. In this light the fubjef has been
viewed in the Jewifth church, and among the primitive chrifa
iians ; and on this ground it is, that God challenges the non-
performance of it as a robbery committed againft himfelf—
ye are cursed with a curse for ye have robbed me even this whole
nation.’ My next obfervation is, that no man will ever be the
pocrer for any prudent liberality in {upporting the church of
Chrift. The fcriptures abound with promifes on this fubjedt,
and thofe promifes can eafily be fulfilled without a miracle,
~ Every man has fo much of his property, and fo many of his af-

~ fairs io a fluGtuating Rate, that the provideuce which governs
the whole world can eafily compenf{ate or punith us by infenfi.
- ble methods. DBurt the rewards of this duty are not alwaya in-
. fenfible ; the performance of it may lead to piety or moraiity
in our fam ilies or neighborhoods, Which will fave us in a great
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mea{' ure from the extravagancies of vices  And it is much

eafier to fuppcrt the gofpel, than to bear the tenth part Df the
expences which vice brings n her train.

I have now gone through the principal duties arifing from.
the contradt which is this day to be ratified. I feel it incums. |
bent on me, to declare, that [ have not been thus particular on
accouut of any peculiar fulpicion with relpect to the minifter
and people immediatelywinterefted ; but ftill when a contratt
is very important it is al{fo important that the duties of it
fhould be fully underfiood. The prefent contrach is of the
moft intereflting nature, and has for 'its objeét, the moft 1m-
portant confequences in the world—-nothing lels than your
prefent and everlalting felicity. ¢ Behold’ fays th® Pfalmtﬂ:,
¢ how good and pleafant itis, for brethren to dwell together
in unity;’ with how much propriety may this be apphed toa |
church, ptcfervmg its purity and neace at the f'ame time-— ”

fubmitting to difcipline—difcharging its duties——and walking

If there be
any thing in this world which bears even a diltant refem-

blance of heaven, it is {uch a church,’ And where we fee a
general and confciencious regard to all che precepts and infti<
tutions of Heaven, we have every réafon to conclude, that a ;
great meafure of divine grace refts upon that people, and that
multitudes are preparing for the fellowthip of the faints in
light. And fhall we my brethren, entertain the hope that the
folemnities of this day, *ill conduce to thefe i important ends. ;
Happy indeed will it be-for this people, if they are faithfully ]
inftru€ted in the counfcl of God, and if they receive the truth
in the love of it—if they teach thefe things diligently to their Z
children, and ¢bring them up in the nurture and admonition |
of the Lord)” Then fhall piety foread from heart to heart,
and from family to family, 'aﬁdtin the morning of the refurrec-
tion it {hall be faid, that this man and that man 'were born
here. But the reverfe nf tl‘us pi€ture would be gloomy and !
melancholy indeed. peop.e trampling on the word of |

in all the ftatutes and ordisances of the Lbfd'
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God-==converting its ordinances into inftruments of firife and
contention, and whillt the light of divine truth fhines around
them, finking into formality and forgetfulnefs of their Maker—
to fuch a people, the golpel will become a favor of death un®
todeath. My brethren, whether yon are difpofed to improve
the difpenfations of grace or dot, it is our duty to declaré that
the kingdom of heaven has come nigh unto you. The ban.
ner of the gofpel is now erefted in this place—and the fervant
of the Lord, whom you will foon fee confecrated to the facred
office, is like his divine 'aﬁcr, fet for the fall or rife of many
among you.

ERRATA.

Page 6, line 12, from top, for ¢ from’ read though.
é from bottom, for ‘which’ read when.
3,  top, after * appeared? infert 10 Aim.
5,  bottom, after ¢ ought’ infert also.
top, for ¢he purpofe, read their purpofe.
bottom, for ¢ oblolutely’ read absoluzely_
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11, do.  for ‘fometheng’ read something
12, top, for impoftures read impastors.

— bottom, for miniftirial read ministerial

do.  infert the before ¢ clergy.’
do.  for ¢ their’ read Ass.
top, after ¢ but’ infert i,






