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LORD. GIVE US REST." 

From tretfui care and worldly strife* 
From every low unworthy quest, 

Amid the needful toil of life, 
Lord, give us rest! 

When coward love and envious fear 
Bave left us burdened and distressed, 

Oh, then in pity, Lord, draw near 

To give us rest! 

When hard beset by hungry need, 
And in the battle sorely pressed, 

From base ambition, aimless greed, 
Lord, give us rest! 

When, taint and tired, we cannot see 

The glorious visions of the blest, 
Hold thou os fast, keep us near thee, 

To give us rest 1 

When Life seems cruel, Death unkind, 
And chill Despair our only guest. 

Yet lead us, poor, and sick, and blind, 
Into tby rest! 

When darkness covers earthly things, 
And heaven is sunless in the west, 

Then gather us beneath thy wings, 
To give us rest! 

Family Treasury. 
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REMINISCENCES PRESBYTERIAN 
MINISTERS. 

BY AN OCTOGENARIAN. 

No. 21. 

DR. KOLLOCK. 

It is my wish, in several succeeding num- 

bers* to notice a few of those Divines who 
visited occasionally at Princeton. They 
were numerous at times, especially when the 
General Assembly were about meeting in 

Philadelphia. Bishop Hobart objected to 

the American Bible Society* because it was 

founded at the time this body of Presbyte- 
rians was about to meet. Such was the pu- 
erility of the New York Diocesan. Black 
coats made the place look dim, when the 
Trustees of the College and Seminary were 

in convocation. But Southern ministers 
would often pass a part of the summer in the 
North. The reason for which was plain.— 
And then Jersey and New York divines lived 
in proximity to rnnceton. 

In 1812, Dr. Kollock, of Savannah, passed 
a Sabbath at Princeton, and officiated in the 
church. We had often heard of him, for 
from 1808 to 1806, he had been Professor of 

Divinity at Nassau Hall. We are inclined 
to think that some of his Divinity Lectures 
were in a style rather too florid. But he was 

a young man at the time. He subsequently 
reduced his style to the intellectual level of 
his crowded hearers. He had been pastor 
of the ohurch at Princeton, but resigned in 

1806, we presume with a view to accept the 
invitation from Savannah. , 

For many years the Savannah church has | 
been ministered to by Presbyterian divines, ( 
but its pastor can connect himself with a t 

Presbytery. This is the position at present | 
of Dr. Axson, whilst the people composing \ 

the congregation manage their own church , 

affairs. The same arrangement prevailed in t 
the Circular church of Charleston, South t 

Carolina. The building of the latter perish- t 

ed in the Wte war. Our invaders undertook j 
to seize our sanctuaries, and committed the ^ 

same sm which Titus, Vespasian and Nebu- j 
chadnezar did, in the destruction of the Tern- c 

pie reared by Solomon and at so great a cost. c 

Any person who has examined the four t 

published volumes of Dr. Kollock’s sermons 1 

must remark his inclination to the biography i 

of the Bible. In this proclivity he resem- 1 

bled Hunter, the Scotch divine, who was set- i 

tied in London. Accordingly on the Sab- 1 

bath alluded to, he gave us the life of Jo- t 

seph in the morning service, and then con- t 

eluded it in the afternoon. Every one was * 

pleased. Yea more than pleased, for the c 

people below and the students in the gallery * 

were delighted. As he evolved the inci- < 

in fhn lift* nf thf> Dntri»rch h« counted < 

with them fine moral reflections. No young ] 
man oould have heard those discourses with- j 

out perceiving the guards which religion sup- t 

plies in all temptations. He probably chose 
the subject with the College students in * 

his view. Dr. Kollock was rather above the 
medium stature of men. He stood erect in i 

the pulpit. His voice was perfectly audible, i 

and every ear was open to drink in his com- 

mentaries on the life of Joseph. During the 

delivery of the discourses the preacher was 

all animation; but it was not the animation < 

of hands, or feet, or arms; it was the anima- 

tion of the whole man. He spoke with vigor 
to the very close of his sermons, and in the 

ardor of his feelings be forgot all the graces 
of eloquence. In the language of Dr. John- 

son, “attention watched his lips, and convic- 

tion closed his periods.” 
The people of Savannah gave a warm and 

generous welcome to the minister of their 

choice. The congregation included much of 
the wealth and many of the elite, belonging 
to the once China-tree city. Other trees 

have been planted. The climate is warm.— 

Butr it is a city in which the Park and abore- 

turn may be found, and it is fanned all over by 
the breezes of the sea. Delighted with the 

Sabbath eloquence, and the w«ek day kind- 
ness of their pastor, his people built for him 

a new, spacious and elegant church. His 

popularity demanded the outlay, and Presi- 

dent Monroe was present at the dedication 

of the imposing edifice. Bishop Capers told 

me that he never knew a pastor more re- 

spected and beloved, and my friend Charles 
Green assures me that his memory is fondly 
cherished by his flock to the present day.— 
He was not a minister who carped at revi. 

vals of religion, because they do not chime 

in with his preconceived views. He cherish- 
ed a revival in his own congregation. He 
knew that sinners were drowning fast, in the 

mte'strom of their own wicked passions, and 

he was willing to dispatch a boat, not simply 
for one or two, but for a crowd. Nor was he 

i at all averse to the return of the boat, till 
the wreck should be stripped of the last pen* 
itent, believing soul. 

Dr. Kollock remained true to the theology 
which he imbibed on the Raritan, and which 
in his professional office he had taught in the 

halls and groves of Princeton. He was 

steady and immovable in his principles, 
though distinguished by a remarkable char- 

ity for all who would not agree with his opin- 
ions. If novel opinions came in floods, they 
passed him by unhurt. They found him 

standing on the basis of Divine Revelation. 
What the Scriptures taught he meekly re- 

ceived. He was the friend of all good institu- 

tions. His sermon on the cause of Missions, 
delivered before the General Assembly was 

from the text, “He must increase but I must 

decrease.” It is rich in both eloquence and 

piety. The octogenarian never saw but one 

copy of this admirable discourse, and that 

was read with avidity. 
The subject of this notice went on a voy- 

age to Europe. We jjresumtt he visited Ge- 

neva, impelled by the ^ope cf finding some 

materials for a new Life of Calvin. He was 

probably not successful in his search, though 
he looked for old documents and parchments 
with an eagle eye, but he enjoyed the pleas- 
ure of gazing on haunts and objects with 
which the eye of the great reformer was once 

familiar. There was Mount Blanc wearing 
its crown of summer snow, the chain of the 

Jura, Alpine pinnacles, the vale of Chamouni 

sung by Coleridge, the Lake of Leman re- 

flecting the clusters of Swiss vineyards—the 
hills of Lausanne, the abode of the Baroness 
De Stael, and the prison of Chillon in which 

Bonivard, the Savoyard, was immured, a 

Protestant whom the Papists delighted to 

slander. 
Dr. Kollock died in 1832, at the early age 

of forty-two, as stated in his Life prefixed to 

bis works. His funeral bell was heard over 

all the streets of Savannah, on the ships of 
the harbor, with the symbols of mourning on 

their masts, and by mariners coming home 

From foreign lands. 

For ths Central Presbyterian. 

THE BAPTISM OF JESUS. 

BY REV. H. H. HAWES. 

NO. 4. 

It is not to be wondered at, that Immer- 

iionists violently oppose the dootrine of 
CHri8t*8 Priestly consecration. For this doc- 
trine being established, is a death-blow to 

their “distinctive views.” Bat this, like 

jvery other doctrine of the Bible, stands, 
whether men accept it or not. All the Im- 

nersionist opposition does not affect the truth 
>efore us at all. It stands out as clearly as 

ver to the eyes of every careful reader of. 
he Bible. And when we see it there, we' 

:now that no matter how well it sounds to 

alk about “ following Jesus in baptism or 

rhat appearance of supreme piety there may 
ie in that other talk about being “ buried in 

he liquid grave”—yet it is all talk; and 

alk of most vain imaginations. For there 

j no Bible-warrant for one word of it! One 

writer bedecks himself with a very high 
lume, because he discovered that Christ 
ould not be initiated as Priest. lie calls 
ur view “ absurdand asks “ a few ques- 
ions,” thus: “Was not Messiah made a 

>rieat after the order of Melchisedec, and 

iOt after the order of Aaron? How could 
e be a Priest, according to the law of Moses, 
?hen he belonged to the tribe of Judah ?— 

Vas not the priestly office confined to the 

ribe of Levi, and to the family of Aaron in 

hat tribe ? Did not the law say : * The 

tranger that cometh nigh shall be put to 

leath?” And then he accuses us of wishing 
1 to evade the moral power of his (Christ’s) 
■sample.” Trul/ we would bc-mndeseryiDg 
>f a name or p^re on earth, if this were our 

rnrpose. But it is a comfort to know that we 

ore both honest and sincere in seeking Scrip 
ural truth, whether men think us so or not. 
IT J — A AiliAMn nrifrVt 
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4 seeking to evade” the force of any truth. 

3ut we demand Scriptural proof for every 

loctrine. This we are able to give for all 

;hat we hold. And wherein others cannot 

give it, we do not hesitate to proclaim them 

vrong,—wrong often, because they do not 
4 search the Scriptures” and rest in them 

mly. As to the above-mentioned objections, 
— they seem to bo made rather wildly. 

1. Messiah was 44 a Priest forever, after 

:he order of Melchisodec.” Heb. vii: 17. 
And if a Priest, where is Ilia consecration ? 

Let the objector put his finger upon it, if it 

be not in that baptism at Jordan. That 

Christ was appointed a Priest, cannot be de- 

nied. There is the Scripture for it. Is He 
to have no consecration't 

2. He was not a priest after the order of 

Aaron, nor of the tribe of Levi. Yet He 

was made a Priest, notwithstanding. And 

the Scripture (Heb. vii: 18-28) plainly tells 

us why Christ’s priesthood was substituted 

for that of Aaron. No matter how long the 

tribe of Levi served, or what the priests 
thereof did, all was but a form—a continual, 
never-ceasing round—which brought us in 

reality no nearer to God. “For the law 

made nothing perfect; but it was the bring- 
ing in of a better hope; by which we draw 

nigh to God.” Christ is the end of the law. 

As, like Melchisedec, He had no ancestors 

nor line of descent in the priesthood, so He 

has no successors. The Aaronic priests were 

“not suffered to continue by reason of death. 

But this man, because he continueth ever, 

hath an unchangeable priesthood”—or “a 

priesthood which passeth not from one to an- 

other." Now since it pleased God to give 
such a Priest in the stead of the Aaronic 

priesthood, this is no matter to cavil about. 

There He is I And though He came from 

the tribe of Judah, instead of Levi, to object 
* 

to Him on this ground is to cavil agaim 
God! 

3. There is ignorance in the question :- 
“ How could He be a priest, according to th 
law of Moses, when he belonged to the trib 

of Judah? There is ignorance and sophistr 
both, in asking :—“ Was not the priestly ol 

fice confined to the tribe of Levi, and to th 

family of Aaron in that tribe?” There is n 

point in asking:—“ Did not the law say :- 

The stranger that cometh nigh shall be pu 
to death ?” Are such words to fritter awa; 
the truth ? Paul says': (Heb. vii: 11, 12, 
“ If therefore perfection were by the Leviti 
cal priesthood, what further need was there 
that another priest should rise after the ordei 
of Melchisedec, and not be called after thi 
order of Aaron ?” As Sampson says: “Thi 

establishing of a priesthood of a new order 

implies the inferiority and imperfeotion o: 

the old.” The ministration was not perfecl 
nor complete under the law of the Levitica! 

priesthood. Therefore, the law confining 
priesthood to Aaron s family and the tribe of 
Levi, was changed. “For the priesthood be- 

ing changed, there is made of necessity a 

change also of the law,” which confined it to 

Levi and Aaron. Could not God, who made 
the law for Levi, change and apply it to Ju- 
dah? He did it! There is the end of con- 

troversy. And Christ is not to be consider- 
ed as “ The stranger that cometh nigh” con- 

trary to law. In Psalm cx: 4, David had 

prophesied how this was to be. The “law 
of Moses” had nothing to do with the matter. 

The ceremonial law could not control God, 
but He controlled it. He spake, and it was 

done. The law of Levitical priesthood gave 
place to the law of a Priest from Judah.— 
So there is the new Priest, and there is His 
consecration. Christ was no lawless intruder 
into the sacred office. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

LETTER FROM REV. J. H. BRYSON. 

Athens, Greece, Oct. 18,1877. 
Dear Doctor Brown:—I promised you 

when I started on my Eastern tour to give you 
some jottings by the way. 1 tound on my 
return to London from Ireland, where Rev. 
Dr. Knox, Professor Porter, and Mr. Simp- 
son made my visit extremely pleasant by 
their generous hospitality aDd kindness, that 
I would have to make my trip to the East 
this fall, as the country would not likely be 

open for travel in the spring. I had before 
this consented to supply Dr. Donald Fraser’s 
church for some two months while he went 

to Italy, but he generously allowed me to 

withdraw my promise, so in a day or two I 
was off on my way. 

I took Paris and northern Italy on my 
way out. Leaving Paris at night I bad the 

advantage of passing through th? 

Italy by day light. It was a brighti'Wa.? : 
ful morning as the mountains burst on our 

view. In approaching the Mount Cenis 
Tunnel the road winds for several hours up 
a narrow valley ; at every point the scenery 
is very fine. Above us we could see the snow 

falling on the tops of the Alps, while below 
the snow line, the trees and shrubs were 

brilliant in their autumn foliage. At some 

ingles in the valley the scenery was most 

gorgeous. The tunnel through Mount Cenis 
is one of the great triumphs of engineer- 
ing skill. The train was about half an hour 

passing through, but we did not experience 
the damp, unpleasant air which is sometimes 

complained of. From the foot of the moun- 

tains to Turin the country is level and beau- 
tiful ; resembling very much the Piedmont 
country in Virginia. It looked quite home- 
like to see the fields of Indian corn. 

One of the most attractive objects of in- 
terest to the traveler in northern Italy is the 
Cathedral at Milan, and certainly it is worthy 
cf all that has been said of it. It is the gem 
cf Gothic Architecture. Every part of it is 

30 graceful and beautiful, that the eye never 

wearies looking at it. The view from the 

top of the central spire is the finest and most 

extensive m an Italy. 10 tne nortn are me 

Alps, glorious in the sunlight, covered with 
their white robes of snow. South and east 

lie the fertile plains of Lombardy, where hos- 
tile armies have so otten met in fierce con- 

flict. The morning we climbed to the top 
the atmosphere was very clear. There was 

a cloudless sky, and the magnificent view 

was a rich feast to the soul. It was with 

difficulty we could turn away from this won- 

derful structure. But in Milan there is an- 

other object of special historic interest, the 
celebrated Painting of Loonardo de Vinci, 
called “The Last Supper,” of which there 

are so many engravingB all over the world. 
It is painted on the end wall of the refectory 
of an old Monastry, but it has so far de- 

cayed as to be lost to the world as a great 
work of art. Repeated efforts have been 

made to restore it, but without success. You 

can still see the power of the artist in some 

of the heads of the picture, which have suf- 

fered the least injury. The impression on 

the visitor is one of sadness and disappoint- 
ment, for hesees but too plainly theblightings 
of time upon one of the proudest triumphs of 
human genius. The head of Christ, which 

we wished mainly to see, has evidently lost 

the wonderful expression given to it by the 

artist. When the painting was first made, 
Leonardo de Vinci left off the head of Christ, 
saying, he could not paint Divinity incar- 

nate, and it was with the utmost difficulty he 

could be persuaded to put on canvass his con 

ception of Christ, as he appeared in that fear- 

ful hour. There were a number of artists 

there copying this famous painting, but the 

specimens we saw gave no promise of a re- 

production of the original. 
At Venice we spent a few days in seeing 

its various objects of interest. The church 

of St. Mark, which claims to have the bones 

of the Apostle under the high altar, is the 

it chief architectural attraction. It is of th 

Byzantine style, aLifin this differs from th 
other fioe churches of Europe. The struc 

e ture itself is nothing remarkable, but thi 

e pictures in Mosaic, which cover the sides ant 

y ceiling of the interior are the wonder of th< 

world. Some of these Mosaics were executed 
0 as far back as the tenth century, but areyel 
3 as perfect as when first made. It is amazing 

to see what shades of expression can be given 
t in this peculiar art. Behind the high altar 

f is a second altar, supported by four spiral 
) columns of alabaster, and the two white ones 

in the middle, which are semi-transparent, 
are said to have once belonged to Solomon’s 
Temple. 

> Venice can boast of a largo collection of 
1 paintings, and she may be justly proud of 

some of her artists. Titian and Paul Verones 
are perhaps the most admirable. In the 

galleries you see more students copying from 
those. But the eye becomes weary looking 
at pictures hour afver hour, and we closed 

up our visit to Venice by a gondola ride 

through its net work of canals. Such a ride 
must be taken to understand it. The grace- 
ful gondola glides swiftly along, turning the 

corners so sharply that you are sure they 
will strike, but you soon see that these ex- 

pert oarsmen can come nearer to an object 
and not strike it than you would think pos- 
sible. The city is most painfully still and 

quiet, you do not hear the sound of a vehi- 

cle in all its limits. You step out of your 
door into the gondola, and away you go, 
no jolting, no noise, no dust. There are a 

number of ways through the city, you cou^d 
scarcely call them streets, for they are only 
from three to five feet wide. The houses are 

old and much dilapidated. It is an interest- 

ing, quaint old city to visit, but no stranger 
would wish to live there. 

From Venice we wont to Trieste on the 
east side of. the Adriatic Sea, to take the 
Austrian Lloyd steamer for the East. This 

active, busy little place is the principal 
southern port for Austria. It is the head- 

quarters of this prosperous line of steamers, 
and has a large trade. From the deck of 

the steamer as we passed out, I had a fine 

view of the beautiful castle of the unfortu- 
nate Maximillian, which faces the bay.— 
Here he would be happy with his beautiful 
Carlotta one would think, but ambition will 
tell the tale of his woes. I reached Athens 
the 18th October. 

But I must close these random thoughts 
by the way. You may hear from me again, 
if I can make my way eastward. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

MEMORIALS ADOKTlty BY THE SYNOD 
OF TIRF N.U 

.-“'■fit 
V ,v-v i'.-'- 

was born in tire cicy DK. 

year 1806. His literary aod theological 
courses were both pursued in Princeton, N. 

J. In 1830 he was received by Winchester 

Presbytery, from Oneida Presbytery, N. Y., 
by which he was probably ordained. He 
become a member of West Hanover Presby- 
tery, in 1831. The first meeting of this 

Synod he attended was in Harrisonburg the 

same year, where he assisted in religious 
services, resulting in a pleasing work of grace. 
For a time he preached in Shepherdstown, 
from which he removed to Lynchburg, in the 

year 1831. He afterwards was pastor of 

Liberty and Peaks churches, Bedford county, 
but was again called to Lynchburg, Second 
church, where he ended his pastoral work 

proper. It should also be mentioned, that 
for about two years, beginning with 1835, 
he was Secretary of the Central Board of 

Foreign Missions, a society controlled by the 

Synods of Virginia and North Carolina. 

He appropriately finished his ministerial 
career as an evangelist, a work for which be 

was specially fitted, by taste, talents and ex- 

perience. For several years he was under 
aLa A ai\ a f P knoar\An b a PuflnKtrf 
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Afterwards, until within a few months of his 

death, he preached wherever he was invited 
and there seemed to be a proepeot of doing 
good; and then as before faithfully did he 
“ do the work of an evangelist.” And dur- 

ing this period of miscellaneous work, never 

were his temporal wants more abundantly 
supplied, as he remarked to a friend, in a 

spirit of thankfulness for the Lord’s kind 

providential care. 

After leaving Lynchburg his home was in, 
Alexandria, where he died on June 28th, 
1877, in his 71st ye*r. His disease was par- 
alysis, accompanied with softening of tbe 
brain. His end was marked by the pace that 

passeth all understanding, and was a fitting 
close to a life of faith and love. 

Dr. Mitchell was twice married; first to 

Harriet Morford, of Princeton, N. J., by 
whom he had ten children; afterwards to 

Mrs. L J. Christian, of Richmond, by whom 

he had three children. Six children of the 

first, and one of the second marriage survive 

him. 
The deep-toned piety of brother Mitchell 

was manifest to all who knew him. He was 

eminently a man of prayer; and in leading 
the devotions of the congregation, his simple 
and appropriate language, and the unction of 
his manner showed that he was walking close 

with God. His life had a single aim—the 

glory of God in the salvation of men. At 

times his heart seemed to be on fire with 

earnest longings for the conversion of souls. 

As he approached his end, the Word of God 

grew sweeter and sweeter to his spiritual 
taste, and he spent the most of his time in 

its perusal. 
His mind was well cultivated, and the esti- 

mation in which his unostentatious learning 
was held is evinced in the honorary degrees 
conferred upon him. 

He began his ministry at the time of the 
K 

3 extensive revivals which prevailed in man 

3 parts of the State, forty-five years ago, an' 

■ hesoems to have adapted his style of preach 
ing to the demands of this awakening, am 

1 thus to have acquired a plain and direct stvl 
i of address, which he ever after retained.— 

His manner was unusually tender, to whicl 
his soft melodious voice contributed no little 
His presentation of divine truth, while it hat 
a simplicity which often charmed the chil 
dren, commended itself to the highest ordei 
of minds, and resulted in the conversion ol 

no small number, of prominent public men, 

He delighted in protracted meetings; anc 

in very many of the churches of the State, 
there are those who love to recount incidents 
connected with his services, and to tell ol 
the good that was accomplished. When, in 
his riper years, unction became the promi- 
nent characteristic of his preaching, a bearer 
would speak of some particular truth, which 
so flowed from his lips as apparently to reach 

every heart. 
In directing inquirers he had an experi 

ence enjoyed by tew, and his skill in under- 

standing and obviating their difficulties was 

very great. 
Few in our connection have been honored 

by a success equal to his, in bringing souls 
to Christ; and bundrede of his spiritual chil- 

dred, all over this region, mourn his depar- 
ture. At a meeting of the Synod of Vir- 

ginia with which he was connected, more than 

twenty years ago, he was prevailed upon to 

occupy every night of the sessions, with a 

series of sermons to the impenitent, which 
resulted in an extensive revival of religion. 

His genial nature and rich Christian ex- 

perience eminently fitted him for the more 

delicate duties of a pastor; and, by his gen- 
tle sympathy and comforting words, he ac- 

quired a strong hold upon the families of his 

charge, old and youDg. 
The best monument of his zeal, energy, 

tact and diligence as a pastor is perhaps found 
in his long connexion with the Second 

church, Lynchburg. Ilis labors there were 

very abundant—sometimes perhaps super- 
-L J _• L ▲ 1 l. l_ 
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©rally insisted upon superintending his own 

Sabbath School; and the results of his work 
there are plainly manifest to this day. Dur- 

ing a large part of the war he bad the super- 
intendence of the religious instruction, in all 
the numerous hospitals in that city, and the 

weight of the burden thus imposed upon him 
none will ever know. 

His last religious labors in Lynchburg was 

in the precious revival which visited that 

place two or three winters ago, where he ren- 

dered (fihient aid in extending the good 
work, and succeeded in kfluencing some of 
his old acquaintances, whom no other person 

pliBhed 
music 

usually 
melodious. He was fond of soft, plaintive 
melodies, and he long ago used with much 

effect, the solo hymn, which has of late be- 
come so general and popular. Many per- 
sons remember him in connexion with some 

of his favorite hymns he used to sing, more 

than in any other association. 
His retiring disposition prevented him from 

taking a prominent part in ecclesiastical 

meetings; but his good judgment and kind 
heart made him a valuable counsellor, espe- 
cially when differences of opinion tended to 

strife. O ice when asked how to treat an of- 
fending brother, he replied : “ Love him to 

death.” 
Socially he was peculiarly genial, but gen- 

erally serious. Skillfully at times he would 
throw into conversation some word of profit 
for the heart. No man had warmer friends, 
or showed himself more friendly. 

This imperfect sketch- shows that our broth- 
er Mitchell was no ordinary man, and has 
finished a work of no ordinary excellence.— 
He has come down to his grave in a full age, 
like as a shock of corn cometh in his season; 
wane ue leaves 10 us, to occupy me grounu 
he has left, and to emulate him in the fruit 
we bring forth. 

REV. JOHN D. EWING. 

The committee appointed to prepare a me- 

morial of the Ilov. J;hn D. Ewing, submit 
the following. 

The Rev. John D. Ewing, a member of 
Montgomery Presbytery, and at the time of 
his death the oldest member of the Synod of 

Virginia, was born in Rockingham county, 
Va., in the year 1788. 11 s ancestors were 

immigrants from the north of Ireland, and 
settled at an early day in the Valley of Vir- 

ginia near to the present town of Harrison- 
burg. Ilia parents were members of the 
church of Cook’s Creek, of which church bis 
father was a ru iag elder. The seed sown by 
parental piety was blessed in the early con- 

version of their son, and in the days of his 

youth he manifested a desire for that work 
which in after life filled his heart and hands. 
The earlier part of bis education was ob- 
tained at Liberty Hall Academy, and it was 

completed at Hampden Sidney College.— 
After completing his collegiate course, he 
acted for some time as tutor of the College 
and studied theology under the direction of 
the Rev. Dr. Moses H <ge. He was licensed 
to preach the gospel by Lexington Presby- 
tery, and settled for two years at New Mar- 

ket, in his native county, where he preached 
and taught a classical school. He then re- 

moved to Rockbridge county, and became 
the pastor of Windy Cove and Lebanon 

churches, which laborious charge among the 
mountains he faithfully served for ten years. 

In 1822 he was called to Falling Spring 
church of which he remained pastor for 33 

years. When he found the infirmities of 

age gathering upon him, he resigned bis 

charge, continuing to live among the people 

f he had so long and faithfully served. lie 

1 loved to preach, and continued to do so, as 

he had opportunity as long as God gave him 

1 strength for the service. Gradually declin- 
; ing, he died in great peace on the 11th day 

of January, 1877, in the 89ch year of his age. 
i He was au able and eloquent minister.— 

Sound, clear and Bteadfast in his views of di 

I vine truth, his style was perspicuous and 
■ forcible. He loved to proclaim the tidings 

of salvation, not only to the people of his 

charge, but far and near he went on mission- 

ary tours to the more destitute places. By 
his instrumentality, during a long ministerial 
life, many souls were added to the church, 
as seals to his ministry and will be jewels in 
his crowu of rejoicing. 

Whilst, as a Synod, we spread on our re- 

cord this memorial of a departed brother, 
and bear our testimony to his great worth, 
we desire to remember the admonition to 

“work while it is day, for the night cometh 
in which no man can work.” 

SYSTEMATIC BENEFICENCE. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO THE SYNOD OF 

VIRGINIA. 

The Committee on Systematic Beneficence 
beg leave to report to Synod, that reports 
were received from all the home Presbyteries 
of the Synod, and that these all report a 

compliance with the rules of the Synod on 
this subject, except that from the Presbytery 
of Winchester, which is silent on this point, 
and is in some other respects incomplete.— 
The facts, however, which it does embody, 
show exemplary diligence and advancement, 
so that this Presbytery takes the lead in the 
reports of this year, as showing the largest 
percentage of collections of the whole num- 
ber required. 

It is entirely legitimate to make such 
statements as may serve to exhibit the meas- 
ure of diligence and efficiency shown by the 
several Presbyteries in educating their min- 
isters and churches to an habitual regularity 
in this business. 

The following table is therefore presented: 

I 
!■-g Percentage of No. of church- 
Z'z collection ta- es which have 
Z ken up of the contributed to 
s £ whole number all oiz objects, 
o £ required. as reported. 

Presbyteries, t:Ph 

^ In In In In 
25 1877 1876 1877 1876 

Winchester, 34 88 70 24 18 
West Hanover, 26 84 90 18 20 
Chesapeake, 21 82} 79 14 13 
Roanoke, 81 77} 78 16 19 
Greenbrier, 34 76} 76 19 | 19 
East Hanover, 27 74 82 15 19 
Lexington, 45 69 73 31 26 
Abingdon, 29 62 62 11 5 
Montgomery, 30 54 54 8 16 

The whole Synd 1277 74 73 156 164 

This table shows that four Presbyteries ] 
have made more or less advance in the pro- 
portion of collections taken up, of the wnole 
number rtquired, viz.: Winchester, (which 
has shown the^greatesj: improvement,) Ab- 
ingdon, (also large,) Chesapeake, and Green- 
brier—the last named very slight. 

Four Presbyteries have fallen cff in this 
respect, viz.: East Hanover, the most, West 
Hanover, Lexington, and Roanoke, while 
Montgomery has been stationary. 

The following Presbyteries show an in- 
creased number of churches that have taken 
up all six of the collections, viz : Winches- 
ter, Lexington, and Abingdon, six each, and 
Chesapeake an increase of one. East Han- 
over, Montgomery, Roanoke, and West Han- 
over exhibit a decline in this respect. Green- 
brier has been stationary 

It would seem from this, that some com- 

paratively strong churches, and such as have 

regular services, have retrograded in the 
matter of regular giving to the schemes of 
thp Church. Because the stronger churches, 
and such as enjoy regular preaching, are, as 

a general rule, those which give to all six < 

causes. 
Of the 277 churches of the Synod, 156 

gave to all six objects, 30 to five of them, 
19 to four of them, 19 to three of them, 14 
to two of them, 13 to one of them, and 26 to 

none. A considerable majority, it thus ap 
pears, of the churches of the Synod have 
contributed to all six objects; and nearly 
all of those churches which have contributed 
to none, or to but one or two objects, are 

vacant, and generally very weak. But if the 
example of the poor widow who gave her 
•• two mites, were ionowea Dy our very 
weakest and poorest congregations, they would 
receive a like commendation ; nor should we 

cease to remind the sessions, and occasional 
Supplies sent to our vacant churches, of their 
duties in the premises, till all come up regu- 
larly, year by year, to the help of the Lord, 
in this warfare for the furtherance of the 
Rodeemer’s kingdom. 

The above table shows also that the ad- 
vance made by the Synod, as a whole, during 
the year, has been exceedingly small. This ! 
fact, together with the face that in eo many ( 

Presbyteries there has been a falling off, to 

some exteut, should humble us. It is not of 
the amount contributed that we now speak. 
If in the stringency of the times there had 
been a decrease in this respect, it would have 
been neither surprising nor discouraging.— 
But the reference is to the number of collec- 
tions made. Hard times and scarcity of 

( 

money, so far from justifying the omission 
of collections, rather call for them the 
more urgently from every church. Because 
when few or none can give largely,.it is the 
more important that all, even the very weak, 
should lend their a;d, according to their abil- 

ity, that the work of the Church be not hin- 
dered. 

The regulations now in force, having re 

ceived the sanction of three successive Assem- 
blies, and in like manner of this Synod, in 
its last three meetings, may be regarded as 

indicating the settled purpose of the Church 
in this respect. Tbe progress hith rto has 
not been rapid, much slower indeed than 
might perhaps have reasonably been antici- 

pated. But there has been progress, which 
a continued and faithful application of those 
rules by the Presbyteries, will soon make 
both a more rapid and a steadier advance. 

It is proper to put upon record in this pa 
per, the aggregate amounts contributed by 
the several Presbyteries, compared with what 
was given the previous year. The following 
table gives these items. 

In 1877. In 1876. 

AbingdoD gave $ 1,213 69 $ 1,100 
Chesapeake gave 13,76600 16,160 
East Hanover gave 14,712 00 9,973 
Greenbrier gave 2 178 00 2,428 
Lexington gave 6 692 00 6,114 < 

i 

Montgomery gave 3,276 00 2,911 
Roanoke gave 1,570 00 1.420 
West Hanover gave 2.106 00 2,262 
Winchester gave 3,641 00 2,628 

The Synod gave $49,053 69 $43,973 
Showing an increase of over $5,000 over 

the aggregate contributions of last year. 
In conclusion, the following table shows 

the amounts given by the Presbyteries to the 
cause of Foreign Minmns, which is singled 
out for the purpose of showing how far the 
Synod succeeded in redeeming its pledge, 
made a year ago, to try to raise for this cause 

during the year, an amount equal to an aver- 

age of $1 from each member. 
Members. Gave. Per Mem. 

Abingdon, 1,684 $ 897 60 $ 23$ 
Chesapeake, 2,005 4 650 00 2 22 
East Hanover, 3,735 3,519 00 .94 
Greenbrier, 2,071 720 00 .34$ 
Lexington, 4,797 2.407 00 .60 
Montgomery, 2,474 1,394 00 .66$ 
Roanoke, 1,752 529 00 .30 
West Hanover, 1 394 663 00 .40$ 
Winchester, 2,613 1,189 00 .47$ 

The Synod, 22,425 15,868 60 .68$ 
Last year the average per member given 

to Foreign Missions was 40 cents per mem- 

ber; showing a gain this year upon the aver- 

age contributions of the previous year of 70 
per cent. 

Submitted by order of the Committee, 
II. A. Brown, Chairman. 

Continuous Providence. 

Dr. Guthrie has the following beautiful 
passage on Divine Providence: 

“Providence has no Sabbath. No night 
suspends it; and from its labors God never 
rests. If I may compare small things with' 
great, it is like the motion of the- heart.— 
Beating our march to the grave, since the 
day we began to live, the heart has never 
ceased to beat. Our limbs may grow weary; 
notit. We sleep; it never sleeps. Needing 
no period of repose to remit its strength, by 
night and day it throbs in every pulse; and 
constantly supplying nourishment to the 
meanest as well as the noblest organs of our 

frame, with measured, steady, untired stroke 
it drives the blood along the bounding arte- 
ries, without any exercise of will on our part, 
and even when the consciousness of our own 
existence is lost in dreamless slumbers. 

“If this be a just view of Divine Provi- 
dence, may we not rest securely? Shall we 

not bid our troubled spirit be quiet? ‘The 
steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord,’ 
says toe inspired volume, lhere is an un- 

slumbering eye upon us—there is a heart of 
infinite love beating responsive to every need 
of our earthly life—there are arms of Om- 
nipotence underneath and around us. Let 
us be still—quiet as an infant in its mother’s 
arms. Let us commit all our interests to 
the keeping of our heavenly Father.” 

Debt Paid in Answer to Prayer. 

The Monroe church, in Louisiana, is hap- * 

jy in its deliverance from debt. A corres- 

jondent of the South-Western Presbyterian 
iells how it came. 

“ The Lord has done great things for us ; 
whereof we are glad.” It is told, not for 
boasting, but to encourage others. We are 
if theclas3 called weak churches; but “When 
[ am weak, then am I strong.” The church 
>wed a balance of debt for the church build- 
ng. We were much troubled. For the past 
;wo years a supper had been given, with 
Much success, but still not enough money to 

pay all. Being convinced that this means of 
raising money has become a burden and re- 

proach to the church, and believing that by 
jo doing we were Dot giving a true testimony 
for Christ, as did Ezra, (chap, viii: 21-23,) 
we determined to have nothing more to do 
with anything of the kind. In September 
X was announced from the pulpit that on the 
second Sabbath of October a collection would 
ie taken up in the church to pay off the debt, 
md all were requested to work in prayer to 

Grod, and with their own hands, and bring their 
jontribution as an offering to the Lord. At 
;he appointed time there was a good congre- 
gation and the collection was made; and, to 
3ur joy, there was $274.23—just enough to 

aay all the debt. As we had asked of the 
Lord, so lie gave. To his name be the 
praise! 

A Missionary Conference in Syria. 

The first Union Missionary Conference 
aver held in Syria has just closed its sessions 
n Abeih, Mt. Lebanon. There were pre- 
sent thirty-seven native Syrian delegates, 
Four British and three American. Eleven of 
;he fjreige and three of the native delegates 
were ordained ministers. The total number 
3f members was then fiftv-seven. and others 
would have been present but for the unset- 
;led state of the southern part of the mission 
leld. 

Tho meetiogs of the Conference continued 
from Thursday morning until Monday noon, 
with three sessions a day. Eighteen differ- 
ent subjects were discussed, and eight papers 
were read, the language used throughout be- 
ng the Arabic. On Sunday a sermon was 

creached, and in tho afternoon a large mis- 
lionary meeting was held. Among the sub- 
ects discussed were: (1.) The Moody and ■ 

3ankey evangelistic work, paper by Mr. 
Dennis, and remarks by several of the mem- 

cere, native and foreign. (2.) Church work 
cy private Christianp, local, evangelical, and 
charitable. Paper bv Mr. Dale, and ani- 
nated discussion. (3.) How is the sinner 
laved, and how shall we tell him of the way 
cf salvation. 

Oj Friday three kindred subjects were 
liscassed: (4.) The Christian teacher, an 

example in all things. (5.) The pastorate, 
paper by Dr. Eddy. (6 ) Duty of the pas- 
;or and religious teacher in times of danger, 
is war, pestilence and famine, paper by llev. 
3. Jessup. 

These subjects were especially appropriate 
n these troubled times, and the discussions 
were full of interest. (7.) The Christian’s 
luty to hia family, and how be should spend 
cia evenings. (8 ) Systematic giving.—7n- 
trior. 

It was a beautiful fancy of the poet when 
ce said that tho song he had breathed into 
:he air he found again, from beginniog to end, 
ong, long afterward, in the heart of a friend. 
3o friendship is ever breathing its sweet 

longs into the air; and so, too, it shall find 
;hem all again, from beginning to end, in the 
learts into which they come. Nothing that 
ove does is over lost. The time we spend 
with pure and good friends, in sacred com- 

nunings, or in the cultivation and deepening 
>f noble friendships, is not wasted. 

-- #- 

The bond of peace is tho strength of so- 

iiefcy. 


