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DEDICATORY DISCOURSE.

Christian Friends, and Brelhren,

BEING assembicd un this ¢ solemn, interesting
and jovful occasicn” (as hath been stated in the sup-
plicatory parts of this service*)—being assembled,
for the Dedication of this House, of ourselves, and
of the present service, and of ail future services which
may be offered unto the Lord, in this place; it can-
not be thought out of time, that I should present un-
to you the foundation, and the authority we have, for
the performance of that religious service, which it
hath been the privilege of our fathers, and of us their
children to offer, sratedly, before the face of the God
of our common Israel.

Though, as christians, we assemble ourselves for
worship; and though we build our altars, and offer
our sacrifices unto the God of Hecaven and Earth,
rather in the light of the New-Testament, than of the
Old; still, as we all acknowledge the authenticity of
the Old Testament, as a revelation from God, and do
confess, that it contains the earliest, the most pure,
and best authenticated testimonies concerning the
living and true God ; concerning the creaticn of the
world. and the formation of man. thatis extant : <since
it contains the best possible report, concerning the
nature and properties of the God we worship—sinc
1t sets forth the early, and the following more perfect
copies of the laws, ordinances and institutions of re-

et —

* By Rev. Mr. Yoit.
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iigious worship and service, by Heaven ordained ; 3
will not, by you, be judged out of place that our sub-
ject should repair to thiese anciert records, for a foun.

dation of that instructicn and devotion becoming the
prescnt occasion.

I shall rcad in your hearing the twenticth chaptesr
of Exodus, from which will be taken the passage o!
scripture, more particularly chosen, as the subject-
matter of our subsequent discoursc.

‘““ And God spake all these words, saying,

“ Iam the Lord thy God, which have brought
*“ thee out of the land of Egypt, out cf the house of
*‘ bondage.

““ Thou shalt have no other Gods before me.

““ Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven im-
““ age, or any likeness of any thing that is 1n Heaven
*“ above, or that 1s in the earth beneath, or that is in
‘“ the water under the earth:

*“ Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor
‘““ serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous
¢“ God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the

“* children, unto the third and fourth generation o&
‘¢ them that hate me:

““ And shewing mercy unto thousands of them tha:
““ love me, and keep my commandments.

‘“ Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy
““ God in vain: for the Lord will not hold him guilt.
¢ less that taketh his name in vain.

‘¢ Remember the sabbath-day to keep it holy.

¢ Six days shalt thou labour and do all thy work :

‘“ But the seventh day is the sabbath ot the Lord
“ thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou,

‘ nor tiry uoi., nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor
““ thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy strange:
““ that 1s wiinin thy gates:
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¢ For in six days the Lord made Heaven and earth,
‘¢ the sea, and all that in them 1s, and rested the sev-
‘ enth day, wherefore the Lord biessed the sabbath-
“ day and hallowed it.

‘“ Honor thy father and thy mother, that iy days
‘¢ may be long upon the land which the Lard thy God
‘ giveth thee.

““ Thou shalt aot kill: Thou shalt not commit
‘¢ adultery : Thou shalt not steal.

““ Thou shalt net bear false witness against thy
‘ neighbor.

““ ‘T'hou ¢ halt not covet thy neighbor’s house : thou
¢ shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his man-
‘¢ servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his
‘¢ ass, nor any thing that is thy neighbor’s.

‘“ And all the people saw the thunderings, and the
‘“ lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the
“ mountain smoking, and when the people saw it,
*“ they removed and stood afar off.

‘¢ And they said unto Moses, speak thou with us,
‘¢ and we will hear, but let not God speak with us,
‘“ lest we die.

‘¢ And Maoses said unto the people, fear not, for
¢ God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be
‘¢ before your faces that ye sin not.

‘“ And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew
‘¢ near unto the thick darkness where God was.

¢“ And the Lord said unto Moses, thus shalt thou
¢ sav unto the children of Israel: Ye have seen that
¢ I have talked with you from Heaven.

““ Ye shall not make with me geds of silver, nei-
““ ther shall ye make unto you, gods of gold.

¢ An altar of earth, thou shalt make unto me, and
‘¢ shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy
“ peacc offerings, thy sheep and thine oxen i—in all
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¢« places, where I record my name, I will come unto
‘¢ thee, and I will bless thee.

‘¢ And if thou wilt make me an altar of stene, thou
¢ shalt not build it of hewn stone; for if thou lift up
¢t thy tool upon it, thou hast polluted it. - Neither
¢¢ shalt thou go up by steps upon mine altar, that thy
“¢ nakedness be not discovered thereon.”

In the ehapter now read, you have a summary of
the knowledge of the being of a God ; a solemn ex-
pression that it was by zhe arm of this same glorious
God, that the people, then trembling, had been deliv-
ered out of Egypt, from the house of bondage. You
have, also, a copy of the ten commandments, writtcn
by the finger of God, and thenceforth to be laid upin
the ark of Israel, as a lasting memorial of the lan-
guage of divine authority to them, as a rule of their
future lives, and as a transcript of the perfect right-
cousness of God, which Jesus Christ, the Lorp our
Ricurrousnzss did afterwards fulfil, on the part of
them, who truly believe in his name.

You have also a brief account of the august and
awful manner in which it pleased God 20 verify his
presence before the face of Israel, at the moment of
the pronouncing of this Law.—** And all the people
saw the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the
noise of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking, and
when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar
off.”?

Y ou may have heard of an objection raised by some
of unbelieving cast—as though ¢ the testimonies of
Israel, concerning the true God, and His Holy Law
were not to be credited, secing the Israelites received
these laws, at the lips of Moses—they had them at
second hand; and thus they were, as mazrers of hear=
say less cntitled to credit.” '
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But how palpable this mistake !—-how light this
objection !-——Did the Israelites receive these laws
“as matters of hearsay ?’—What kind of hearsay
was 1t !-——Such, my brethren, as flashed conviction
into their eye-lids—for all the people *saw the
thunderings and the lightnings’’—such as flashed
conviction into their ears—for they Aeard *‘ the voice
of the trumpet”’—and such hearsay as planted the awe
and the fear of God so deeply mto their palpitating bo-
soms ; that ‘‘ they removed, and stood afar off :—and
they said unto Moses, speak thou with us, and we
wiil hear : but let not God speak with us lest we die.”?

Such, myv audience, is the hearsay, of which the
wicked complain, and thus, light as chaff, are their
objections scattered to the wind.

By the supplications of the people that ¢ Moses
should speak unto them and not God,” understand
the necessity there is, that a Mediator should appear:
that one, of our race, who hath experience of our in-
firmities, and who, still, standeth wel] with the mighty
Lawgiver of Heaven and Earth, should appear, and
plead, atone, and turn away wrath, in our behalf.
Such an one, in the letter of the law was Moses :
such an one, in the gospel of the grace of God to us,
is Jesus Christ.

Having dispatched these objections, that your faith
may be confirmed ; and deduced for your benefit the
consolations of the mediatorial office, I now, under
the united influence of what hath been said, concern-
ing the being of a God, the wonders of his appearance,
the giving of his laws, and the sober and solid reasons
we have for giving full credit to the same ; proceed
to make choice of the passage to be taken as the
foundation of our discourse, and which may aid to’
guide our thoughts in relation to the consecration of
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this house, and to assist in the future devotions whicli
aay adorn the same.

The passage chosen is contained in the 244 verse
of this 241 chapler of Exodus ; the latter clause of
the verse—
€ IN ALL PLACES, WHERE I RECORD MY NAME, I WILL COME

UNTO THEE, AND I WILL BLESS THEE.”

The business of our discourse will be in the firsz
place—"To consider the import cf the place, in which,
or of the people, amorig whom, it may please God to
make rEcorp of his high and holy name :—and

Secondly—To consider when it may be said of
such a place; or people, that they are entitled to the
promise contained in the passage—*‘in all places
where Irecord my name, I will come unto thee, and
I will bless thee.”

I. Our subject 1s to consider the import of the
place by which, or of the people among whom, it
niay please God to make rREcorDp of his hlgH and.
holy name. _

By the word record, you may understand any p}acc
where your common records are kept—whether of
your Parish records, where the birth, the names, or
the marriages of yourselves, or of your children are
kept :—or the records of your Towns, or Offices of
Probate, where record is made of your titics to lands
purchased, to lands derived from your ancestors, by
will, by deed of gift, or by any other mode of lawful
possession.—These recnrds shew the testimory and
maintain the evidence of the facts recorded. —These
are for your personal safety, as memorials of truth for
your own benefit, and for the benefit of those that
shall come after.—The same may be said of the re-
¢ords of this State, and of the United States—they
are designed to perpetuate facts, and to be preserved
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x5 indisputable testimonies to the facts they relate,
for the benefit of the generation that now 1s, and to
their seed forever.

In the light of such records among men, you may
see the use and purpose of the records which it hath
pleased God to give concerning himself; of his being
and perfections—of his authority and laws-—of his
ordinances and institutions, for the illustration of his
ewn truth and grace, as well for the honor of his own
name, as for the present, and everlasting well being
of the children of men.—The Deity hath opened the
gates of Heaven. He hath descended in wisdom ;
in 2he testimonies of wisdom, and in the records of wis-
dom. The kingdom of Heaven, in the testimonies
of wisdom and graee, is planted upon the earth, The
radiance of celestial light hath shone amongst men.
““ Will God, indeed, dwell upon the earth:” By the
records of his name, power, and providence he doth
dwell upon the earth; he hath dwelt upon the earth ;
and will continue to tabernacle with men to the full-
ness of his appointed time.—* In all places where [
record my name, there will I come unto thee, and [
will bless thee.” |

Were we to give to our subject unlimited scope,
it would point us to the Heavens; and say, behold
the records of infinite wisdom on high !—=See in the
sun, in the moon, and in the stars, these radiant sons-
of God—these children of ¢ the Father of Lights”’—
these celestial offspring of God—see what testimo-
nies they give=—=what record they bear of the wisdom,
power, and awful majesty of the Great Supreme !—
Look at them, as the family of God. Behold his face-

continually shining upon them, his hand constantly-
(o)

-y
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guiding them, and his blessing waiting upon them. —
Is other record needful to the attentive, devout, and
astonished behiolder !—*¢ Philosophy, baptised with
religion hath eyes indeed”’—** For the invisible things
of him, from the creation of the world are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even
his eternal pewer and Godhiead, so that they are fools
and without excuse”’—yes, the very visible Heavens
are but one epen volumn, on whose pages are written,
and from whose pages may be read, day and might, by
all nations and languages, the visible records of Jeho-
vah’s invisible being, power, and Godhead.—Say
not, then, O benighted mortal! say not that our glo-
rious God and King hath so covered the face of his
throne, that there is no window of vision—Nhft up your
eyes and behold the eelestial mirror reflecting, n
broad effulgence, the perpetual records of his high and
holy name. See the lines of moving worlds perfect-
ly drawn—see stars fixed in their station ; or, in the
vibrations of their various motion, filling up the lines
and spaces of celestial harmony ; and chiming notes
af admiration in the ear of an attentive universe ; and
all to their Great Creator's praise.—Is not this a place
of testimony ?—Is not this a place where record 1s
made of Jehovah’s glorious name?—Is not this a
place on which the blessing of the highest is seen to
rest, for the glory of his unspeakable name, and fer
the entertaliinient and felicity of the sons of men ?
Besides the testimonies of the visible Heavens, and
reeords of the Most High, stamped s<*ong as pillars,
and. various as the circles of Heaverni—on the earth
too, the same record is given.— Whence comes the
earth on which we tread ?—Whence its mountains ?
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—Its rivers?—Its forests, its plants and  fruitful
olains? Whence the origin of man in the glory of
his station ; in the glory of his faculties, either natu.
ral or moral, either terrestrial or celestial ?—Hath not
the Deity stamped upon man a miniature image of
his own adorable person?—Sce almost boundless
space paying homage to the eye of man—behola
sounds from afar vibrating upen his ear—see beasts
and birds, and the fishes of the sea, and the riches of
the sand, and the various plants of the earth, hearmg
the call, and flying together to allay the appetite of
man! What are the total visible kingdoms of ani-
mals, of minerals, or vegetables, but kingdoms setin
suboerdination to man? In man, then, the Deity hath
made record of humself.—In his very image, attitude
and stature ; in station and m domunien, he hears a
record of the wisdom and power, goodness and prov-
¥lence of Him that made hima. ¢‘ In all places,*” and
1 persons too, ‘‘where I record my name, I will
come unto thee, and I will bless thee.”” Time would
fail to tell of all the blessings which attend on- the re-
cord which God hath made of himself in the person,
enjoyments, endowments and prespects of his crea.
ture man. Al the light that shines~-ali the benigni-
ty that lows through earth or seas, through seasons
and times in pages of creation written, or spoken, are
but one mass of blessings wherewith God hath ens
dowed the record he hath made of himself, in the
person of his creature man. QOur testimony glories
n its truth—it advances cheerfully to the bar; it
stands ‘‘ honorabiy before the court’”’—it fears no
rebuke—it'seeks no shelter, it implores no favor—
but with a thousand arguments, celestial and terres-
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trial, it démands that you own the record which God
hatii made of himself in the creation of man ; and that
you acknowledge that God hath not failed to fulfil his
promise in shedding blessings upon all, shall I say
persons, and places where record is mude of his high
and holy name. Hear O doubting mortal }—Hear
O deaf, and thou that art dumb to speak, hear the
testimonies of the heavens, and of the earth for they
shall prophesy ! —Hear the thunders for they shall
roar, and hear the waves of the sea, for i1n awful ma-
jesty they lift up their voice, and in foamings of tes-
timony do dash perpetual records of Jehovah’s aamc
upon the stubborn shores. '

- But, my brethren, wide as this field of testimony
15, and indelible as these records of testimony are,
they are not the records to which the passage immedi-
ately applies.

The place of record, immediately referred to, may
be gathered from the high and holy mount on which,
for the time being, it pleased God to place the throne
of his presence and awful power. On Sinai’s meunt
it pleased Ged, for a moment, to stand. There he
made record of his name. There he said ‘I amthe
Lord thy God which brought thee out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bordage.” Do any ask
what record the Deity made of himself in that holy
mount? The question may be answered 1n reference
to things which were then past, present, and to come.
In reference to things past—you have record of God,
in the calling, and in the commission of Moses: you
have a record of the authority of his commission, 1n
the miracles of Egypt, in the ten plagues brought up-
on the land of Ham ; in the smitings of their borders,
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in the death of the first born of their families, and in
the drowning of Pharaoh and his host, 1n the Red
Sca. You have a record of the deliverance of the
Hebrews in the lamb of the passover, and in the song
of Moses at the overthrow of his enemies, who sunk
to the bottom Like lead. These facts, thenrecorded,
in the dying experience of the Egyptians, and the /iv-
ing praises of Israel, are still extant in the pages of
our holy imnspiration. This record of power and of
judgment on the Egyptians, and of mercy towards
Israel, may be understood as a record confirmed on
Sinai’s mount, in relation to things which were then
past—but the record speaks, if possible, in language
more powerful, in things that were then presenz. Be-
hold the mount all on fire ;—the n cunt, now become
the habitation of the God of Israel, smoking as though
it burned to its base—the mount, as though animated
by its Maker’s presence, uttering its voices, its thun.
derings and its lightnings, 1n testimony of the pres-
ence and awful majesty of the God of {srael. From
that moment a 7ecord was made upon the minds and
upon the hearts, upon the hopes and upon the fears
of Israel, which they have not forgotten, neither hath
the hand of time blotted it out, until this day.

But a record was made, not only of things z/icn
present, but of things to come. These records are
contained in the zwo tables of stone, written, by the
finger of God, and containing the ten commandments,
for the future governance of Israel, and of all men to
whom the Israelitish dominion should come, to the
end of the world. These were deposited in the ark
of testimony, in the most holy place. These were
records of the Law. These were engraven on
stone—thence incorporated in the warious records
of the Hebrew administration; from them handed to
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us, as christians ; and Dy us being preserved m our bi-
bles, enlarged upen in our catechisms, and expound-
ed upon in our sermons, do preserve forever this high
and /oly record of the mind and wiil of God toward
us, and all men.

- Whilst, then, we consider the written law of Sinai,
as the foundatian stone, and the living spring of mor-
al obligation : 1t may not be useless to consider, for
a moment, that however positive, absolute, and au-
thoritative the law is, as falling from the throne, and
founded an the sovereignty of &zod ; there are consid-
erations natural and philosophic—considerations all-
perfect and self-commanding—and considerations of
dependence and of grace, all conspiring to give accep-
tance and obedience to this law, on the part of man te
whom it is addressed. An illustration of these
considerations wounld censume too mueh of the time
allotted to this diseourse : but any and every eonsid-
erate mind, will find eonsiderations of meoral obliga-
tion wrapped up in the fact-of the being and existence
of @ God. Natural seience, philosophy and religion
all make obeisanee before the acknowledged suprem-
acy of one glorious God. Censiderations all-perfect
and selk-commanding, supporting the idea of duty
and of homage, are readily found in the adorable ex-
cellency which flows from the united exertion of the
ever blessed properties and perfections of the Lord
our God. ¢ The Lord is good and doeth good”’—
‘¢ All thy works do praise thee, 24y saints they shall
blessthee.” ‘These considerations are all-perfect and
self-commanding. ‘Fhe third source of obligation
hinted at, is found in the consideration of the relation
and dependence of man, as the creature of God, and
more especially in the consideration of the ransoming
power of his grace and redemption hy Jesus Christ—
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““ Ye are not your own, but are bought with a price ;
therefore glorify Geod in your body and in your spiri¢
which are his.”

But I will rot detain you, too long, by any (per:
haps needless) attempts to strengthen the records of
the moral law as to their innate truth, exccllency or
power :—our subject shall advance to enquire what
other records of himself 1t hath pleased God to give,
as to times, places or persons? In all times, and in
all places, as we have heard, God hath given record
of himsclf, in his creating power, and by his uphold-
:ng providence: so that the united assemblages of
he heavens and of the earth; of the seas and of the
‘ountains of water, may all lift up their voices, and
:ogether say, “here we are, standing witnesses, bear-
ing record for God.”” In this sense, the trees and the
fertile plains; the corn, the wool and the flax: the
plants and the herbs, the blossoms and the frunt do
testify, and bzar record for God.

But why should we tarry to talk with inanimate
things—God hath talked with man.  He hath spoken
irom the beginning. He hath not left man to gather
instruction, only from the things of God which he be-
holds; but he hath made him to hear his own voice.
With Adam and with Enoch—with Noah and with
Abraham—with Moses and with Joshua—with Sam-
uel and the Prophets—with the Patriarchs and with
the worthies of ancient time, God hath ¢ at sundry
times and in divers manners spoken’—so that in their
ancient and later testimony, they have formed g chain
of records for God, which is not unlike to the fellow-
- ship of those stars, which, stretching their line over
the visible firmament, do form what is called the
Galaxy, or milky way. What is this Galaxy, or
milky way ?—What i5 it but & visihle sign in Wthh
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to behold, in celestia’ form, the triumphant testimony
and fellowship of the fathers and the prophets, who
have kept covenant with God; and who, through the
mutual faith and fellowship of God, and of each oth-
er, have formed and maintained a triumphant road,
a celestial path-way, through faith and holy fellow-
ship, for a sign of salvation to the children of men.
Whatever men have said, or can say, about the fellow-
ship of stars, and the action and re-action of mutual
light—1I have never heard a satisfactory solution of the
origin anc purpose of this milky way—-of this galaxy
of stars-—and until better informed, I see no harm in
looking at them as a visible sign, and perpetual me-
morial of those sons of God here below, who in faith,
fellowship, and holy love, have maintained testimony
for God, and to the glory of his grace, through all the
firmament of the everlasting covenant, since the world
was. See that host of travellers whose names, and
whose labors are on sacred record—Behold their tri-
umphant virtues, refusing to be called the children of
this world—or even the offspring cf the daughters of
Pharaoh : choosing rather to suffer afliction with the
people of Ged, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for
a season—having, together, respect to the recom-
pence of celestial reward. God hath made record of
his name, power and providence in persons. He hath
spoken unto them, and they have testified unto us.
Their testimony is on sacred record. Moses and the
Prophets have long since stood forth as witnesses for
God. Their testimonies, like the opening day, and
like the rising light, have continued to illuminate the
generations of men in every age. All scripture is
given by inspiration and is profitable for doctrine and
for instruction, for correction and for reproof in the
- way of God’s righteousness—and by their aid the
man of God is made perfect inevery good work,
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Will any man resist the testimony, or deny the re.
cords which God hath given of himself, through these
holy men, and the lives, examples, and testimonies
they have left 2 Will they choose to try their strength
1n unequal combat with the Most High? Let them
first go and pluck down yonder stars—let them go
and break asunder the fellowship of that Celestial
Galaxy—let them disperse the stars, and brow-best
the witnesses of the celestial firmament, before they
engage, on earth, in unequal combat with the sons of
God, still animated by the same holy zeal—still glow-
mng in the sunshine of celestial favor——still supported
by the outstretched arm of the Almighty! The heaw
ens and the earth, the sea and the fountains of water,
all bear witness for God that he is good and doeth
good; and the worthies, hely men on earth, have
testified by inspiration; as though, from the begin«
ning, the breath of the Almighty had maintained tes.
umony, at the lips of mortals, in unison with the

voice of his creating and providential power. - Hand
in hand, the earth and the heavens—the sons of God

on high, and those below, have testified, and sang to
their Maker’s praise.

‘Bear with our subject, for a moment, whilst it
state to you one person more in whom, and upon
whom, it hath pleased the Father of mercies and foun-
tain of good to make record of his name, This is
the person who, in the scriptures, is stiled ¢ the
brightness of the Father’s glory, and the express im-
age of his person, the first begotten from the dead,
and the Prince of the Kings of the earth :—~the faith.
ful and true witness, &c.” On the head of this pers
son it hath pleased God 70 renew the testimony of his
power : f£rsz in pouring upon him the fulness of an-
cient testimony concerning h;m-—setom!gly i afford-




18

ing fresh testimony of the progress of the mystery oi
godiiness in this appearance, and tAirdly by opening
wider the gates of spiritual science, and fastly by
strengthening the foundations of faith, through *‘the
lively hope,” begotten by the resurrection of cur
L.ord and Saviour Jesus Christ from the dead. Up-
on the head of this man the ancient testimony hath
poured its oil. The horn of holy consecration hath
set him forth as the Priest of the Most High God, ai-
ter the order of Melchisedek—not after the order of
a carnal ordinance, but according to the power of
‘‘an endless life.”” Hence, Jesus Christ, in the plan
and ecciiomy of grace, through the everlasting cove-
nant, 1s the same, yesterday; to-day, and forever
On his head, ancient purpose, prophecy and promise
poured their strength. In his day, the surrounding
Hezvens uttered their voice from the mmnumerable
company of Angels—from the lips of Simeon and
of Anna :—trom Zachariah, and from the testimony
on the right side of the altar==from vicion and from
miracle —from the mount of transfiguration and from
the voice of the Almighty.

In this man, and upon his life and doctrine—upon
his holy zeal and patient death---in the agonies of the
cross, and in victory over the grave, God hath made
in him gospel record. Do you enquire afier the na-
ture and purport of this record 2—See, in Jesus Christ,
the Son of Ged !—See, in him, the son of man—See
in him @ lamb for the passover; a propitiation for
sin !—S8ee in him the drcad of God, broken, by the red
of our iniquitzes ; and distributed, at the hands of gos-
pel ordinances for our life, and for our relief. ¢ For
he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin,
that we might be made the righteousness of God in
him,”?  Furthermore, behold in Jesus Christ a record

e ——— e S—_—
e i e L el
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of ancient promises, and of ancient hopes, now fulfil-

led !—a record of ancient types, sliadows, and out-
ward service, now verified in their predestinated ef-

fect, upon the head, and service, and sufferings of
this man!—Sece in Jesus Christ a record that death

and the grave may be conquered : forhe *roseagain
{from the dead.”—See in him the power and faithful-

ness of the mediatorial covenant; for in the end it
wafted him in a cloud of glory to the right hand of the
Majesty on high.—See in him the veil of the world
to come takein away, and the realities of the kingdom
of Heaven set before our face, in open view !—See in
this man, that the Father hath power to deliver from
the deepest woe, and to exalt to the highest honor :—-
that, in this, ‘¢ the Son of his love,” there is power
on earth to forgive sin, to abolish the law of carnal
ordinances; to enlighten the minds, to purify the af-
fections, and to sanctify and save the souls of men !—
See in him the law satisfied—its penalties answered—
the accusations of the adversary set aside; the Deity
reconciled; and sons and daughters begotten and
sanctified unto God. In him behold the kingdom of
God planted on earth! In him see the standarg of the
cross, and the power of salvation working wonders
among the children of men !—As the fruits of his as-
cention behold the spirit of promise descending, and
the day of Pentecost renewing and planting the glo-
ries of grace in the hearts of the children of men; as
the quakings of Sinai’s mount, aforetime, planted the
awful majesty of the God of Israel, in the bosoras of
the chosen tribes. In Jesus Christ as the Mediator
of the New Covenant, see Moses stretching afresh his
sceptre over the land of spiritual Egypt.  See 1n Jesus

Christ the slaughter of the first-born of our earthly
hopes, and the promises of life eternal succeeding to
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this loss, Of all these things, and more, God hatl
made record in the person of this glorious and heaven-
born Mediator. In his name we may now ascend
the mount—in his name have access unto God; and
in his name find acceptance and peace, pardon and
adoption into the family of God, who is still reconcil-
ing us, and the world unto himself by Jesus Christ.

- These marks of inscription, on the person and
mimnistration of Jesus Christ, answer to the finger of
God on the two tables of ancient testimony. The
statutes of the law were given by Moses, and these of
grace and truth by Jesus Christ.  The former was
the ministration of condemnation; and that was glo-
rious: but the ministration of righteousness, by Je-
sus Christ, doth exceed in glory. These rwo moun-
zains of inscription do stand, as in opposition to each
qther. The one gendereth bondage, but the latteris
a ministration of frcedom. Zhe rod of Moses, which,
striking the rock, caused the waters to gush forth, was
 the rod of Sinai ypon mount Galvary. It smote its

Yictim, and the waters of salvation gushed forth. The
former waters were for the use of the chosen tribes:
but these waters of salvation are for the tribes of gos-
pel name. ‘The ancient river accompanijed the jour-
neying hast to the goodly land : and these waters of
‘$slvation attend the journeying host of gospel Isracl
to the haven of their eternal rest.

The cye and the hop.. of the ancjent tribes ascend-
ed the mount of ministration, in the person and medi-
ation of Moses : the mount of God we now ascend,
in the name and ministration of Jesus Christ, our
prevalent Moses, and all-sufficient High Priest.
These two mountains on earth, may be termed the
mountains of testimory. On the mount of Yewish re-
cord we behold the records of the law : on the mount
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ol gospel name, we behold the records of salvation.
Moses and the ministration of the tabernacle striketh
at Calvary, and the vict:m there; as, in all the Israel-
itish service, they smote the victims of a figurative
consecration, and propitiation.  They acted over the
gospel tragedy from Moses unto Christ; and then
these slayers of birds and of beasts, of bullocks and of
rams, of lambs, and of he-goats, slew the Lord Fesus
Christ ; and on the point of their spears, offered him,
a sacrifice unto God.—*‘* Him being delivered, by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye
have taken, and by wicked hands, have crucified and
slain.”> The work of the law, and the sacrifices of
the tabernacle were now fulfilled. The Jewish ser-
vice was finished : The bloed of beasts and of birds
hath no more need to flow. These hand writings of
Jewish condemnation and propitiation were, by the
victim of Calvary, taken away ; and the celestial suf-
ferer triumphed over them through the majesty of the
cross.. *“ He said it is finished, and he bowed his
head, and gave up the ghost.” Look at mount Si-
nai; and behold iz frowns !—Look at calvary ; and
the victim bleeds !—These things are recorded, in
marks, deep and indelible. They stand forth in the
prominent testimony of celestial ministration. They
are stamped upon the person, they are written in the
birth and life, in the doctrines and death of him that
15 stiled the son of God. He still stands on this
mount of hely ministration and service. “ Yet have
I set my King on my holy hill of Zion.”—On this
celestial hill is placed Jesus Christ the Prince of Life.
He hath his witnesses and followers, servants and
Apostles to preserve the memory of his name, and to
illustrate and enforce the power of his gospel: as
Moses had witnesses and followers, and servants and
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Prophets to sustain the truth of the law, and to bear
upon their shoulders the tabernacle of testimony.
Moses was rcad and preached every sabbath-day i
the synagogue of the Jews; and Jesus Christ is still
rcad and preached, and his doctrine enforced in all
our gospel assemblies.  Still, Moses was a servant,
and Mount Sinai was a servant, and the tabernacle,
and the service, and the Prophets were together ser-
vants—being -an assemblage of school-masters to
bring us to Christ. From the height of that moun-
tain of legal service, burned g fiery law ; and its min-
istration flowed down the grades of a burning testi-
mony through the Levites and the Judges, and the
Kings and the Prophets, till the labors and testimo-
nies of Malachi closed the scene. An intermediate
cloud of darkness, confusion and war brooded over
this dissolving mountain, until the dawn .of gospel
day. ¢ The law and the Prophets were until John,
but since the days of John the Baptist the kingdom of
God 1s preached and all men flow unto it.” In this
kingdom of God we have the records of the Most
High in gospel form.~ ‘“In all places where I record
my name, there I will come unto thee, and | wili bless
thee.”

Having, perhaps, more than sufficiently, consider-
cd the import of the place in which, or of the people
among whom it hath pleased God to make REcoRrD
of his high and holy name ; itis time to corn:sider

Secondly, When it may be said of such a place or
people, that they are entitled to the promise contained
in the passage—* In all places where 1 record my
name, there I will come unto thee, and I will bless
thee.”

Our subject will not tarry to enquire in what scnsc,
persons or places were blessed, where record was




")'\‘

~ s

fuade, and the service of God mantuined according
to the ancient law. Qur business is with z4e gospel
of the grace of God, and with persons, and with the
places in whom, and upon which, these records of
salvation are inscribed.  And not to be tedious, per-
mit our subject to say, that al/ places of religious wor-
ship, under gospel name, are places where the name
of the God of israel, and the wonders of his grace are
recorded. These records were, at first, made upon
the person of Jfesus Christ, and by him, they were
transcribed, and sealed upon t/e¢ hcarts of his Apos-
tles :—and by them thev were written, attested to,
and published throughout the christian world. Al
christian assemblies have received these records.
‘They have becn opened to the minds, sealed upon the
consciences, and sanctified, through faith, and the
power of God, to the salvation of thousands, and tens
of thousands in al/ t/ic generations of the gospel family.

Places of moLy REcorD have been reared up, in
all christian countries. Palaces have been builded
for God : His name hath been inscribed, somf_:timés
upon the pillars, upon the walls, upon the ornamental
parts, and upoan the foundation stones: All parts of
these Holy T'emples have been consecrated to God, to
his service, and to the recording of his holy name. In
all zA:s christian land palaces of celestial record do raise
their turrets towards the heavens. In the neighbor-
hood of our present station, how frequently, within
how few miles distant, do these celestial palaces, hold
fellowship with each other! Stretch your gospel scep-
tre to the east or to the west—to the north or to the
south, and it is met by the greetings of the children of
the kingdom on cvery side.
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We rejoice together, with you of this congrega-
tion, that you are now enabled to take your station ;
and to hold the rank of visible fellowship with the pla-
ces of celestial record, with which you are surround-
ed. We rejoice that ““the dust and stones” of
your fallen edifice have become precious in your
eyes; and thatatemple builded for God, hath sprang
up as from the ruins of that which hath passed away.
We rejoice that the waters of salvation, in all their
foreign and domestic increase have reached ¢ the
desolations of many generations”—even among you.
I say, even among you !—For who ever expected to
behold a new, a well-proportioned, and a finished
habitation for God, reared and consecrated on this
ground! Yet, soitis! To you, of this hour, it hath
fallen out, that “stones and dust” long sincé lost, as
to visible use and fertility, should again spring into
life ! You are raised from the dead! Ye had no name
among the congregations of the living! Ye were as
Israel, in the day of their desolation, without altar,
tabernacle, or holy place! Ye were not pamed in the
suraming up of the generations or tribes of Israel.
Ye were named, only, as a place had in derision!
Men walked over your desolations, as over grounds,
not only neglected, but as producing but *thorns
and briars, nigh unto cursing, whose end was to be
burned.” -

But, now, behold the zeal to plow up the fallow-
ground—the zeal to gather together ‘ the thorns and
briars* of various name and of various teraper : the
zeal to remove the stumbling-blocks, and gather to-
gether the noxious plants of every hue, and to burn
them in one common blaze of holv zeal towards the
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house of the Lord, and to the honor of his name for-
ever and forever.

We rejoice with you, in this resurrection from thé
dead—in this enlivening zeal, and fellowship of la-
bor; in the power and fruit of which, ye are gathered
together this day. Ye have invited us to come, and
to assist in the consecraticn of this house to the ser-
vice of God. We come with cheerfulness of spirit,
and in an holy activity to perform for you, this office
of christian fellowship. |

And we do now, in your name, and in your behalf;
set apart this house, as a building dedicate, and de-
voted unto God. We dedicate it, we devote it, we
place it to the account of things sacred. And, may
it please Almighty God to grant that his honor, and
law, and gospel, and grace, may be so held in sacred
secord, in this holy place, that their happy effects may
appear, in the spirit of them that shall here publish the
glad tidings of salvation : and in all them that, from
time to time, shall assembi: to fear the same.

In this place it shall be the employment of those
who preach, to bear record of the creation of the
world, by the word and power of him, that is still
known as the God of Israel. Here, record shall be
made, and openly published, that from the fery
mount, the God of heaven ard earth did give to Israel,
their written law. Here it shzll be told, how by the
Patriarchs, the Fathers, and the Prophets, zestimonies
of the continued being, and providence, and grace of
God, were given: for, of all these things we have
knowledge, through ¢ the lively oracles of God” al-
ready written, and now under our hand.. Here, re-
demption by Jesus Christ shall be preached; A¢re,
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the aids of the Holy Spirit of God shall be implered ;
and Aere the statutes of the gospel of the grace of
God shall be expounded upon, and applied ;—and
here, the fellowship of the saints, may be visibly
maintamed.

And, now, what wait we for, but that #/¢ blessing
firomised may rest upon the labor of our hands ?—
What wait we for, but that the inscription of dedica-
tion whieh this day we make, and offer up, may be
accepted, and recorded on high 2—\V hat wait we for,
but that zke blessing promised, may rest upon this
place of celestial record ?—so that the ministers of the
Lord, in their various successions, may be always
endowed with-the presence and blessing of the Most
High_——so that from their holy lips, the fire of an holy
zeal may flow—so that from their holy hearts, as from
altars, sanctified of God, holy prayers, with offerings
of confebsmn, and thanksgiving, may be offered up,
in theirown behalf, and in behalf of the worshippiag
assembhes Whl(.‘.h may present themselves before the
Lord, for his blessmg, in this 220’y place. May thc
Gﬂd of Israel accept our offering—cause his blessing
ta rest upan the House—upon its serviee and offer-
ings—upon the ministers of the sanctuary, and upon
all the people :- -that from generation to generation, the
fathers may tell ta their chnildren, and they again to
theirs, the wonders of. grace this day done ; and:the
wonders of grace still ta be done, through the riches
of savereign grace, by Jesus Christ; now and ever.
more to rest upon this sanctuary, and upon all persons
and services, henceforth, presented unto the Lord our
God: and the presentand future glery of this blessing
shall be ascribed unto the name of the Father, Son,
and Holv Ghost, world without end, AMEN.




SKETCHES OF A

DISCOURSE,

DELIVERED in the presence of a numerous congregation of
citizens, collected from the adjacent villages, and assem-
bled at Frankr1x, (Con.) for the celebration of the
welcome tidings of Peack, between Great-

Britain aud the United States, Feb-

| ruary 27, 1815.

—-'.—-

Frienps axp Frrrow CITIZENS.

FAVING been honored with an invitation from your

Committee of Arrangement, to deliver, on this interesting oc-
casion, a Sermon, Discourse, or Oration ; and being indulged
to take the theme of my discourse from whatsoever quarter it
might seem expedient ; I shall make no apology for repairiny
to the sacred scriptures for a foundation of the discourse I may
offer. I do this the more readily, because, of all the Authors
I have read, or sources of instruction with which I have been
acquainted ; none, for richness of matter, and variety of inci-
dent, can be compared with ¢ the lively oracles of God.”
- Ishall present, for your contemplation, on occasion of our
present joyful meeting, and as affording matter of instruction,
suited to the day, the 27th verse of the 118th Psalm. ,God is
the Lord which iath shewed us light ; bind the sacrifice with
cords, even untc the horns of the altar.

Were we to cast our subject into the form of a set discourse,
it would not be unnatural to contemplate, a little, the light,
here referred to—consider the source from whence it springs—
and the call we all have, to bind the sacrifice of our-present of-
ferings to the altar of our Maker’s praise. |

Were we to treat this light, as philosophers, we might con-
sider it as natural light, and invite you to the celebration of the
praises of him who said, at the first, ¢ Let there be light, and therg
was light”—but as this light had existed, long before the day
on which the passage was pronounced, at the %ips of this war-
rior of lsrael, we are not permitted to adopt the idea, that nat-
ural light is the light referred to. Neither are we permitted to
suppose that the spirit of the text will admit, that men of sci-
ence, men famed in history, men who have flourished, or who

do now flourish in arts or in arms should be admitted tv boast,
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that the light referred to, is the light of their wisdom, manifesy-
ed in science, in arts, or in arms. No! Thelight referred to,
is a light beyond the glimmerings of mortal exertion, or illumi-
nation. | | |

In relation to God, ¢ the Father of Lights*’—there is a three-
fold light which irradiates the dwellings of benighted mortals—
"There is the light of Creation, of Providence, and of Redemp-
tion. We pass the light of Creation, for we all enjoy 1t, and
have all reason to be thankful for it. In the light of Provi-
dence, we live and progress. Ir this light God the Lord walk-
eth before us, day by day. ¢ Day unto day, uttereih its
speech” of the continued and various providence of God. All
nations have walked in this light, in some benighted sort, from
the first ; and many individuals have rejoiced in the progres-
sive rays of this providential light to the end of their days.

People and nations have long been accustomed to rejoice
when the rays of a benignant Providence shone, prosperously,
upon them. The Hebrews sang God’s praise because of their
providential deliverance from the cruelty and hard service of
their Egyptian task-masters.—They rejoiced when Heaven
interposed to beat down the enemy that was too strong for
them ; and when, in questions of controversy, with the idola-
ters of the surrounding nations, the Lord Jehovah interposed,
by his wonders, to prove himself the living and true God.
- In the providential déliverance of this same nation, from
the stratagems of Haman, in the palace of Shushan, it so fell
out, that instead of the destruction appointed, the Jews had
light, joy, and honor. ~ =~ '~ |
~ Providential light supposes an interposition of the Most
High, in times when clouds and darkness hang over the land ;
:in(% the minds of the people are left to brood, perhaps in si-
lence and in gloominess of spirit, over the sorrows of the
times. Such clouds lately hung over thisland, and the people
of considerate mind were, as in amazement, watching to see
whereunto these things shoild grow. Our foes, mighty in
¢ the means, and in the art of war,” were well-nigh ready to
hail themselves as conquerors ; and we, the people of the Uni-
ted States, already encircled by their armies, as prisoners of
war. Their right wing beat upon the regions of the North—
their centre moved upon the territories of the East, and their
Ieft, hy numerous fleets and arinies, made demonstrations up-
on all the sea-coast, and upon the habitations of the South.
The combustibles of their military train were enkindled all
around ; and instead of being encircled, as by ¢ a wall of fire”
for our preservation ; we were well nigh in a blaze for imme-
diate destruction. ‘
' 'Not only so, in reference to .hings without ; but what was
our condition in our own councils, in our own means of war,
and in the martial enterprize of our citizens.—~In counsel, ta
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«ay the least, we were confused—In the meuns of way—our
numbers were reduced, and our resources, exhausted.—~-The
national shelter tottered to its base ; its pillars were shaken,
and the foundation, like the base of winter, in a dissolving
timne, ready to fall through. Such things, and many more,
formed an exhalation of unpromising vapour, which uniting in
clouds over our heads, shut out the light of Heaven; and
seemed but collecting, to pour sheets of desolation on all the
land.—But ¢ God is the Lord, who hath shewed us light”—
not, merely, the momentary blaze of conflicting war and suc-
sessful battle, on the borders of the northern lakes—not the
light of blazing fires in our capitol, and on the coast—not,
merely the light, the momentous and unexpected light of New-
Crleans relieved, and of the Mississippi preserved—No '—
these are lights, but momentary in duration. The light which,
this day we celebrate, is a light which, like the rising sun puts
to silence the twinkling stars and meteors of the night and un-
folds the gates of resplendent day.—It is the light of ¢ the
olive branch !”’—The light of the Favorite sloop of war, which
as a raven from the bosom of a drowned world, hastens to the
ark, with the olive brunck waving on her prew.—Behold the
eifect !—the instantaneous roar of a thousand, and of ten thon-
sand voices, from all the shores, hailing this harbinger of
peace.— Through all the streets of the cities, and on all the
multiplying post-roads of the land, the loud huzza, and the
Lorseman’s trump, and the driver’s tube, swell and swell like
rolling waves of light, the joyous tidings of the olive branch.
Nay more, the saunding bells, and the roaring cannon, strike
whole streets, houses and cities, into instant blaze of universal
Hlumination !—OUne would think the whole land was on fiie;
and so it is, but the fire is not the fire of passion which cor-
rodes, nor the fire that consumes—but the vivid expression of
that gladsome joy which enkindles in the bosom, and glows
x<ith mental health, on the cheeks, and sparkles in the eye of
America’s oppressed, relieved, emancipated sons.—It is, as
angelic joy shed on the habitations of men, and exciting in the
Liearts of mortals, the swelling jays and exultations of immor-
tal praise.—Well did the Jewish warrior say, and well may
we say—¢ God is the Lord who hath shewed us lighi—bind
the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar.”
But if we preserve any order in our discourse, it is time tu
consider the source, from whence this light doth arise.—I shall
not tarry to run over the vocabulary of the imaginary and
nominal deities of the surrounding nations :~—1I shall not tarry
to enquire whether they were the gods of the Syrians or of the
Babylonians, which shewed to Israel the light of their day.
'The royal worshipper answers the question at once. ¢ God,”
saith he, %is Tnr Lorp who hath shewed us light.” 'The
God of our father Abraham, of Isaar, and of Jacob: the God
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whom we worship, and the God with whom we keep covenant,
ts the God who hath shewed us light. Neither is it needful
for us to enquire, whether any of the visible or nominal gods,
so called, (of our own nation, or of any other nation) in hu-
man form, have sent to us this olive-branch. No! We are as
ready, as the royal worshipper of old to say— God is the
Lord, who hath shewed us light.”—It is the God who at first
““ commanded the light to shine out of darkness.”—It is the
God, who by the candle of inspiration hath lit up the hope of
redemption in the bosoms of all the faithful, since the world
was. It is he who hath enkindled the blaze of historic and of
prophetic testimony in the bosoms of the ¢ cloud of witnes-
ses,” who in every age plead the cause of God, of his truth
and of his grace in the family of Israel ; and whose testimonies
are stili preserved in the pages of our holy inspiration.

‘This is the God whom we, and our fathers have worshipped
—Jt 1s ¢ the Ged and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ’’—the
God of all grace aud conzclation to thern who trust in his
name, and hope in his mercy, until the present hour. 'This is
the God of our fathers who shewed them light in the darkness
of this former wilderness. He preserved to them the light of
his glorious gospel—the light of his holy protection and provi-
dence—and shone, before thcm, in the light of those hopes of
prosperity, in behalf of us their children, which we live, this
day to celebrate and te enjoy.

“ God 1s the Lord, who hath shewed us this light” in the
eyes of all the nations of the earth. Europe and Asia, Africa
and America behold this light. ‘Through a!l the habitable
parts of the earth, and on the borders of the sea, this light is
seen.  With the more vivid astonishment will all the nations
look on this lizht of the Western Wilderness—because the
thought was, the expectation was, and the intention was, that
the lamip of our national existence should be quenched !

God, then, is the Lord, in the sight of all the nations, who
hath shewed to us this light. 1In the face of all their fears, and
our fears, in the front of their designs, and of all our awful
forebodings—God hath written, in reiation to us, ¢ In this
place will I give PEACE saith the Lord of Hosts.”

Our work, in proof of this point, is made the more easy, as
it hath never come to my ears, that any man hath denied it.
No! Not the rulers of the Old World, or of the New, not the
gods beyond, or on this side the mighty seas, have ever chal-
lenged the honor, or the power, or the prerogative of sending
to-us this Peace. 1 need not tell, that be the lookings of the
nations, and the exertions of the contending nations w%\at they
may have been—all, all are equally surprised at the issue of
their feeble and unpromising efforts. But, out of darkness,
God hath caused the light to arise.—Out of the mire, he hath
brought our feet; and from the anxiety and despondency
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wi.ich pervaded us, and all concerned for us, he hath, in great
mercy, delivered us.  Holy, and reverend, be his glorious and
exalted nane ! ,.

“ God s the Lord who hath shiewed us light—bind the sac-
rifice with cords. even unto the horns of the altar.”

Here, you will be ready to say—the speaker hath lest his
course—he hath mischosen his theme—he hath nething more to
s: y—for, here, we have no sacrifice, no cerds, no altar! But,
pcuse in your decisions for a moment. If you say you have
nc sacrifice; I will ask you what is a sacrifice ?—-what is that
whick the Hehrews cunsecrated and made holv, and offered
unto the Lerd ? If you say, there were the saci fces of sin of-
fering, of meat offering, and of peace offering, and offerings of
the first fruits of the earth, as a thank offering to ine Aathor of
all their aational blessings—I may again ask, if you have
none of these offerings of sacrifice to offer 7 Have you no of-
ferings of humiliation for our national and commen sins—no
offerings of gratitude for the meat you eat—for the peace you
enjoy—for the fruits of the earih you have gathered in; and
for the public blessings, we now celebrate, and so richly en-
- joy *—O yes! O yes'!—you will say, we have sacrifices enough
—we have come tooffer sacrifice, especially, a peace offerinz—
an offering of gratitude, of prayer, of praise and of thanksgiv-
ing—an offering. of praise in the songs we have sung—of ado-
ration, in the prayers we offer up—but where, where is the al-
tar, and where the cords, with which te bind the sacrifice ?-

An altar to us, is God’s House, the place of our ordinary re-
hgious worship—an edifice built on the base of God’s Mercy
and Grace, manifested in the persen, and dectrines, and right-
eousness, and death, and exaltation of the Lamb, prepared and
laid on the altar of sacrifice, from the foundation of the world.
The Jews laid their sacrifices on the altar of visible atonemen¢
—we lay ours on the altar of the Father’s love, and waft
them, in concert with the ascending perfumes of the gospel
sacrifice before the face of eur Heavenly Father. :

Come, then, bring your sacrifices and offerings of every sort
io the thresholds of Zion, to the habitation of Ged, to the place
where prayer and supplication, with offerings of tharksgiving,
are wont to he made. Ifyou are mindéd to come, and thus to
offer, ye need not look far, for the cords, with which to bind
the sacrifice. These .are the emotions. of love and -of duty—
the emotions of gratitude and of thanksgiving—the - bonds of
obligation which unitedly aud universally bind us, as by their
thousand threads tc duty, homage and to-devotedness unto
God. These are the cords. Bind then the sacrifices of this
day, all the sacrifices, multiplied and various as they are, bind
them to the horns, to the fastenings of God’s house, and wor-
ship, and service ; and be assured they will find favor and ac-
ceptance, there. Well, we have come to perform this—nay.
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more, we have ornamented our offerings—we have adoinel
the day with marks of joy, we come in the beauiy and glory
of our best perforinance. 'The voice of cur juhilee, the lan-
guage of our joy, hath been.uttered from the height of yonder
mountain, at the cannon’s mouth—the instruments ef the banil
have regaled our ears, and guided our steps, in our slow, and
solemn, yet joyful and thankful approach to the footsteps of
Ged’s House. We offer the best of our offerings, the first
emotions of our humble and grateful hearts, a ready and wil-
Jing sacrifice unto the name of t¥e Lord our God.

May he accept the offerings of the nation, and of all the
people—may he accept us, and the offerings this day we bring
—and so “ bind” us, our hearts, and our offerings to his Holy
Temple and Altar, that the horns of his power, the strength of
his arm, and the shield of his favor, may be to us protection
from all the evils of this life, and our unfailing, and everlasting
shelter in the life which is to come.

¢ God 1s the Lord, who hath shewed us light—bind the sac-
rifice with cords, even unte the horns of the altar.™

Let the nation arise in it3 massy strength—Ilet its theusands,
and its tens of thousands repair to the house of the Lord, and
to the testimonies of the God of Israel—¢ and he shall teach
us of his way—and we will walk in his paths ; for out of Zion
shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa-
lem, and shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke ma-
ny people ; ami they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks : nation-shall -not lift up
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.—-
(L)h(:iuse of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk, in the light of the

ord.” '

7 A few pages remaining to be filled, the F.ditor hatl!
thought it might be acceptable to the Committee of Publication,
that the foregoing Sketches shoulc be iuserted ; seeing whilst
the former Discourse~assists at the Dadication of a Place of
Worship in the East-Parish, the latter assists at the Celebra-
tion of the greatly desirved Peace between Great-Britain and
the United States in the West-Parish ; and thus the two Dis-
courses mark two importaht events, falling out the same vear,
within the limits of the same town of Franklin,






