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PR ETF A CE,

SG‘ME time fince, mention was smade it the PRESBY =
TERY of NEw-YoRrk, that it might be UsEFUL 20 the
'€ HURCRHES under their care, and to the INTEREST 0f RE-
L 1G 10N in general, to republifh Mr.DickiNsoN’s DIS-
COURSES on the FIVE POINTS. The Prefbytery G-
greed to favor the defign, and procceded to appoint Dr,
Macwhorter, Mr. Millery and 2r. Auftin a Committee -
to revife the Book, and to prepare. it for the prefs, by accom.

~mtodating the language, &c. a little more to the tafle of the
prefent day, that the Book might be lefs exceptionable to
an improved Reader, thaninits firft Edition.

The Bock has paffed a review—inaccuracies have been

© pointed eut, efpecially tn the printing, and the turn of fome
Jentences, and of fome fentiments has been propofed to be al-
tered 3 but as there was not ¢ perfed coincidence of [antisnent
“in theminds of the Reviewers, it has been thought, in con. -
formity to the advice of other refpefiable Gentlemen in the
Minifiry, that it would not be proper, in publifiing this Work
as Mr. Dickinfon’s, to make any alterations in the fenti-
ments, unlefs it was done in anote.—1It is concluded, there-
fore, that the Book fhalk go to the prefs in its original form,
Subjetied inly to.the improvements of the prefs.

As the Preface to the firft Edition, by -Mr. Foxcroft, of
Bofton, is lengthy, and contains fome things not altogether
Juited to the prefent day,the Reviewers concur, that the Sub-
Sferibery making fuch ufe of the firfR preface as he may think
proper, jhall form another mare confonant to the prefent
fate of things than the firfi.

© The Book was firft publifhed inthe year 1741, at a time
of wery general attention to religion through™ this country,
efpecially in New-England,” ‘

-



o PREFACE

Mr, Foxcroft thus exprefles himfelf on this fubjel $mme
<< The bleffed God has, by furprifing ways, begun among us,
1 almoft all parts of this land, (as well as in dther places
abroad) a moft fignal reviving of his work ; and is remewing
eur davs as of old. Herein we fec a marvellous fulfilling of
#hat feripture—When the enemy cometh in like a flood,

. the Spirit of the Lord thall lift up a ftandard. Ak !
- what a melancholy profped had we not long fince, in re.
gard to the general flate of religion, and what dark fymp-
toms on the rifing age! But how has the cloudy face of
things, even on a fudden, very much changed; and a more
. [fmiling fcene opened before us |- When the Lord turned a-
£ain the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream ;
_or bike Peter, when mi,rawl%ujl delivered out of prifon, he
_wifl not that it was true, w ,-cf was done by the angel 5 but
thought he faw a vifim.—Yet once, itis a little while,
and I will fhake the heavens and the earth, and the
defire of alt nations fball come, and I will fill this houfe
with glovy 5 feems to be the language of the Lord of Hofls,
in his prefent difpenfation, wherein he is marching through
#he land, not in indignation, nor for corvettion, but in mer-
cy. May all the dear children of God be flirring up them-
Jelves to take hold of his firength, and. labor. by prayers of
Jaith to vetain the prefence of his grace: that he. who has
begun a good work among us, may perform it to the day of
Chrift, may perfed what concerns us, and not Sorfake the
work of his own hands.. So will falvation be nigh te us,
and glory dwell in our land.”

. And in another place, on. the megns ufed in beginning and
<arrying on this glorious work, the fame author adds—ss A.-
mong all the figns of thetimes, I can think of none that lyok;
amore favorably, and promifes better to. us, than the refloyin
of a zeal for Proteflant principles in religion, Jor thofe -
wine and ancient_ truths which are the peculiar glories of
the gofpely and things which accompany faluation.—This iy
2he faith once delivered 1o the faints : This the do@trine, whick
is according te godlinefs.~IWas it not by this feripture.doce
trine, tlu_'/eg evangelical principlesy as the moral means, uny
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der the power of the fpirit of God, that the Apoftlesand their
- fellow-laborers in the word, fubdued the kingdom of dark-
mefs, Jet up the kingdom of Chrift, and brought forth fruit
inall the world ? So mightily grew the word of God, and
prevailed.—Was it not by the fame dofirine, that the refor-
mers began and carried on thofe happy Revolutions in the
‘Church which gave fuch a fhock. to the Papal Empire ?—
Was it not by the fame dodirine, that the Puritans were fo
* afefulin their preaching, to fupport the true Protefian: inte-
‘refly and to promote the converfion and edification of fouls #
Was not this doctying laidin the foundation of the firft churches
. #f New-England? And have they not hitherto, by the fu-
vor of Heaven,. flood-on this pillar and ground of truth, the
truth asit is in Fefus ?-—Has not this very obvioufly been the
reigning dofirine, wherever the word preached has had any
econfpicuous fuccefs among us, from time to time, in the gene=
" ral awakening and converting of fimners ?—1In fine, was it
not by an uncommon hand of * God with fuch preaching,
that the illuftrious work of the prefent day, thro® all thefe pre-
winces, was firft fet on foot, and happily advanced #—T hus,
with gncontroulable cvidence, has the fountain of grace and .
trutk put a diftindion upon thefe fucred. principles, the doce
-trines of gracey by glorioufly owning and crowning them witk:
‘@ divine bleffing from age to age.”’ : . -
Touching on the flate of religion, and. of religious fenti-
waents in New-England, a quotation is intrediuced into the
preface from Dr. Mathery who.is fliled a ** late venerable:
Father and Friend”—¢¢ Let me fpeak it (fays he ) for your
comfort and honor : There is not a fireet of more pure gold
-upon the face of the earth at thiz day, [Anmo 1710] for the-
gofbel genevally preached in the true purity of it, than the
churches of New-England. = Be awakened;~O ye churches.
-of the Lord ! Be inquifitive, whether in this day of common
-degeneracies, there be no vergencies ta another gofpel ? Whe-
ther the, dofyines of grace, delivered in our confeffion of
Saithy are notin any hazard of not being duly adhered unto ?
If any perfons gnafh their teeth with indignation at the watche.
miees, who edvife you to be folicitous for the prefertvation of”
. A 2. R
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' #hils great intereft, I neuft fait}tfully tell youy thofe perfors

will give you great caufe to be jealous of them.'”

And allow me to repeat fome lines of another important
adimonition from the fame excellent haid, in h!;[ermm ens
titled, The M 1IN 1S TER, preached to the anniverfary conven~
tion of Miniflers at Boflon, 1722. © While we are examin-
ing, what [ubjects we haveto be handled in our miniftry, I
muft become an humble petitioner—and I will blufk to fay fo !

—onthe behalf of fome truths, which all real and vital pie- .
ty for ever lives upon 3 and which yet, alas,are threatened.
with a fentence, at leaft, of banifhment from the minifiryin.

Jome churches, which ance they have been a beauty and a fafe-
2yto ! [Then follows an-enumeration of gofpel-dolirines,
too largesabe here inferted ; as was defigned.] “ My friends,

(fays he upon it ). what Kave thefe traths— done, to deferve an

excommunication from the Houfe of God ? Or are we fond

of feeing-an Ichabod upem our miniflry ? Verily, if we la
hefe truths go, the glovions God himfelf will be gone ; Yea,
‘be.gone fan from a forfaken fanftuary I’ :

Speaking of the neceffity of fuch a work as the prefent, the

author adds—*¢ 1 am of opiniony a book of this nature has long -

been wanting among us : and I give unfeigned thanks to God,
which put this fame earneft care for us.into.the heart of our
brother; whefe praifeis in the gofpelthroughout the churches,
particularly by means of his claborate writings invindication
both of the faith and oxder of the gofpely and other more prafii-

. calpublications.—I look upon his prefent work the fupply of
.a real deficisncy s and move elpecially feafonable at this

jxndiuve, when multitudes (learned and  unlearned) are a-
wakened to attendto themoff fertous truths, with a lifiening
ear, and a mind open 10 canviétion: When the weak in knour-
dedge need further light, and a helper of their faith to for-
tify them againf the attacks of profane wits, that-turn the
myftery of godiinefs into banter : And when even the firong
and zealoufly. affead, many of them, need ayp intexpreter,
one of a thoufand, o guard them againf? the extremes of cen<
Jorious rigor, Antinoriianjangling, and enthufiaflic delufi-

en; to iemper the heat of ‘theiv [pivit with the principles of
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-Chriflian prudence, and dire& their zeal to its praflicalaud.
maft valuable purpofes s not only to feed the flock in green
paftures, but alfo to lead them befide the fiill waters, accord-
ing to the fweet example of the fupreme Shepherd.—Now
as Paul faid of Timothy, 1 have no man like-minded,
Jo Iwill prefume to fpeak it, without any defign of flattery
or offence, I know no man better accomplifhed (in my opinion )
Jor a-work of this kind, than Mr. Dickinfon: and’ witheut
. antering into yecommendation of his performance, I doubt
noty the fuperior and eflablifhed charaller of the Rew, Au-
thor, with the importance of the divine fubjels, is enough
20 inwite a general reading, and folicit the attention of cvery
SJertous and impartial inquiver.” -
All Ifhall addy ismy fincere and fervent wifh, that the.
God of all grace and comfort, whois in this extraordinary-
Jeafon eminenthy vifiting the world, to take out of it a people
Jor his name, and who of his own will begetteth them with:
the word-of truthy would fo accompany his faithful word with
the effetual influences cf his fovereign Almighty Spirit un-
to the Readers of this book; thut us many as are ordained 1o e=
ternallife may believe, and glorify the word of the Lord ;and
that it may ferve to confirm the /6:41: of the difcipless by helpe
ing them to know their election of God.—And for our dear
Brother who is thus fet for the defence of the gofpel and cons
tending earnefily for the faith of Ged's eleit, my wifh is, that
his bow may be like that of Fonathan, whick turned not back, .
nor failed of fuecefs and vifory. Yea though the Archers
fhonld {orely grieve him, and fhoot at him,and hate him,
may his bow ﬁiﬂ abide in ftrength;, and - the arms of his
hands be made flirong and the pleafure of the Lord prof-.
per inthem! May ke fee of the travel of the Redeemer's
Joul in the abundant fuccefs of his whole miniftry, and late
be tranflated from his life of [Ervices and fufferings on earth,
to receive the rewards of a faithful and wife fervant, in the
upper world, unte the praife of the glory of grace in
"Chrift Jefus; of whom, and through whomy and to
wham-aic all things :- To whom: be glory for ever..
Amen, '
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" All that Ithink it needful to add, is fome few fketches of
the life and death of Mr. Dickinfon.

There are no records in hand from which to [eled any
thing re[peding this worthy man s yet there are thofe alive,
who teflify that he was’a ‘moft folemn, welghty, and mov-
ing preacher—that he was a uniferm advocate for the diftin- .
guifhing dofirines of grace, as his writings prove—that he
was indufiriousy indefatigable, and fucce[sful in his minifie-

. #ial labors—ds to his perfon, that it was manly—of full
fizes folemn and grave in his afped, Jo that the wicked

would [eem to tremble in his prefence. The Rev, Dr. Fones,
of Morriflown; was with him but a little before his death,
and fuppofes that the laft words Mr. Dickinfon Shoke were
fboken to him, in anfwer to a queflion he afked Mr, Dickin-
fon refpedting bis Sfuture profpeds. He anfwered. ¢ Many
days have paffed between God and my foul, in which I kave.
Jolemnly dedicated myfelf to him! and I truft what I have
cummitted unto him he is able to keep until that day.”

His extra® was from Hatfield in ConneSicut ; was edue-
cated at Yale College, New-Haven. He had a brother who-

. was a fettled minifter at Norwalk, in Conneflicut. .~

He died at Elizabeth-Town, and was buried there, On his.
monument, is the following infcription. . )
¢ Here lies the body of the Rev. Mr. Fonathan Dickinfon,.
& Paftor of the firft Prefbyterian Congregation in Elizabeths.
& Town, who died Odlober 3, 1747. ZEtatis fuz 6o.
~ & Deep was the wound, O Death! and vafly wide, .

& When he refigned his ufeful breath and dy’d:

¢ Ye facred tribes with pious forrows mourn,
" & And drop a tear at your great Paflor’s wrn !
. % Concealed a mament, from our longing eyes,
" $¢ Beneqth thisflone his mortal body lies ;

“ Happy the fpirit lives, and will, we trufly

¢ In blifs affociate with his pious duft.”

Another monument facred to the memory of Mys, Dickin-
Jony hath this infeription, - ' B
¢ Here is interred.the body of Mrs. Foanna Dickin/viee

'
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“obiie, April g0, 1745, Anno Eratis 63.” :
M. Dickinfon had feveral children, but they are allfups
pofed to be dead, - )
Befides the prefent, My, Dickinfon publified, during his
~ miniflry, of about 40 yearsy a very valuable work, filed
% Familiar Letters to a gentleman upon a variety of feafon-
able a=d important fubjes;. in religion,” —a book held in
high efteem in all the churches 3 and feverval:-finaller trafis,
That the prefent work may abundantly anfwer the good,
purpofes for whick it was at firfi publifhed, and long remain.
én unbroken pillar and momumeni of the truth is the fincere.
brayer of the Authoy’s unworthy fucceffor,
: DAVID AUSTIN,
BLizaseT-Town, February, 1793.. o -~




A vacant Page hereit is thought proper
to fill andadorn withthe followingLines
from Bisuop DAVENANT, one of the
moft celebrated Lights of the REFOR-
MATION.

. THIS do@rine of Predeftination and Reprobation

is no more to be concealed or relinquifhed becaufe fome

do_waywardly abule ity than _t!xgﬁd‘q&}_rjn»e of the Trinity
is, becaufe the Jews and Mahometants deride and re-

jett it.—This doétrine ought to be preached, (1.) Be-

caufe Chrift and his Apofilgs taught it publicly, not-

withftanding the wickednefs of carnal men: Anditis

far fafer, frdfa their example to learn what is profitable

to be taught, and what not, than from human reafon_
ings. (2.)Becaufe Eleftionisa fingular benefit of God,
and the foundation of all other gifts which tend to fal--
vation ; and it is the part of unthankful men, to defire
to conceal fuch an efpecial favor, ‘becaufe ungodly men
are troubled to hear it. Laftly, Becaufe this very doc-

" trine doth exceedingly encourage the faithful and ged-.

ly to proceed in their courfe of faith and godlinefs; of

whom more regard ought to be had, than of profane -

" wretches, who are wont to pervert all things to their-

own deftruftion.
. ‘ ANSWER fa HOARDy P. 5145 517,
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b'l‘),I s-coung,n
S ON THE . S
DECREE or ELECTION,.

: . EpPHESIANS 1. 4, 5. -
“According as he hath chofen us in hins, before the foundation
" of the warld 5 that we fhould be holy and witheut blame
befare him in love : having prédeflinated us unto the adop-
tion of children by Fefus Chrift to himfef, according to the
_good pleafure of his will. ' .
HAT thereis a Supreme and Eternal Being, and
: that he is poffeflcd of all infinite perfeftions, are
truths fo vifible by the light of natyre, thatto cal}-
thefe into queltion, is not only weaknefs and ignorance 3
but the height of ftupidity and madpefs, The inoifible
things cf him from f}fc creation of the world are ‘clearly
Seen, being underflood by the things that are made, eyen his.
eternal power and godhead. But then we are foon covered
with thick darknefs, when we begin to enquire into the
manner of his exiftence and operations. Wehave clear
light to difcover that he is, and that heis infipite ;. yet
xnone but his own infinite mind can fully underftand
. ‘what he is, or how he exifts, Here the enquiries of the
. moft exalted creatures are nonplufed, and the angels are
charged with folly.—W hat haughty arrogance s it, therg-
fore, for poor worms to pretend to foar to thefe bound-
lefs heights, to bring the glorions propertics of the di-
vine nature to a trial at the bar of their own reafon 3
and confidently to contradit what they canpot fully
underftand,—Such bold attempts, through the fucceffive

i
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ages of Chriftianity, have brought great dithonor to Gady
and confufion to the church of Chrift 3 and perhaps in
nothing more than in the unfcarchable myfteries of the
decrees of God.—I1 have been ever aftonifhed at the
daring boldnef{s and preflumption of the difputants on
this tremendous {ubjec ;s and at their confident aflur-
.ance, that the counfels of that great God muft be ac-
cording as they imagine it is fit they thould be—Here
thedchool-men and metaphyficiins bring in their cori-"
ous learning as a teft of this dofrine; as though the
nature of God himfelf was to be tried by their vain
philofophy, and oppofition of Jcience falfly fo called—Here
fome afferters of abfolute decrees have too boldly arraign-
ed the fovereigaty of God, as though he could not havé
an abfelute dominion over hiscreatures, ifthey mittake
* jn fome of their nice ‘and 'aﬁﬂ}a&ed fpeculations.
~~Here the oppofers of this do&rine have prefumptu-
oufly ventured to put the jufltice, .goodnefs, and truth
.of God upon a level with their fchemes ; and to aflert,
that he cannot be juft and good, nor his promifes true,
in a contrariety to their fentiments.—Thus vain man
would be wife though he be born like the wild affe’s colt.
Thefe confiderations fhould awaken us in a moft fo-
lemn caution, not to lock too beldly into this ark, nor
venture too curiouily to enquire into, nor too confident-
ly to define, what is infinitely abeve our reach..~We
fhould not (it is tmc?,' be contentedly ignorant of what
God has revealed of bimfelf, in his word arid works, be-
ufe bis nature is incomprehenfible, *We are bound
mly to believe, frequently to meditate, and humbly,
toadore fo much of his nature and counfels, ‘as he has
manifefted to us;; though the greateft modefty, bumili-
" ty, and reverence become us, in our confideration of
thofe deep things of God-—1I thall accordingly endeavor
to treat upon the arduous theme, which my text leads
- e to contemplate, with a humble fenfe, that God is in
Heaveny and I upon earth ; and to avoid plunging inte
this ocean beyond my depth, I fhall purpofely overlook
4l the curious queftions and fcholaflic diftindions, fa
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cemmonly found in authors upon this fubje&, as things:
too. wonderful for me, which I know not ;. and'with 2ll.
the plainnefs and perfpicuity I am capable of, confider-
the do@rine as it is fet before us in the words of the text..
Ta which is worthy our notice—— - .

- 1. The eternity of God’sele@ing love. Befare the foun-
dation of the world. This expreflion does not, I confefs,
neceffarily imply a fri@t eternity, Millions of ages before
the foundation of the world, fall infinitely fhort of that 3
but the nature of the thing makes it neceflary, thatthe.
words thould be thus underftood in this text. - All time'
and even eternity itlelf being always prefent in the in-
finite mind of God, whatever counfels were at any time:
entertained, muft have been at all times, and even be-'
fore all time, entertaincd by him. . Bat - of this more!
hereafter.- . . - T

- 2. Here is fet in view the object of the decree of e
lection. According as he hath chofen us ; having predefii-.
nated us to the adoption of children. By which cennot be
underftood thete Ephefians only, to whom this.epiftla-
was immediately directed, but all that then were, or-ea-
ver fhall be true believers in Chrift, and:adopted idto
the number of his children, and none but fuch, Or in.
other words, all, and only thofe who §ver have been,
or ever thall be heirs of eternal falvatlon.' The text:
Plainly {hews us, that elettion and adoption-are of equal.
extent. For if thefe Ephefians were, allothers likea-
wife were predeftinated to the adoptiorr of childreny.
who are privileged with {o neara relation-to God. And
as all the children of God, -and noae bat they, fhall ime
herit eternat life, {o all that fhall inherit eterpal life, and
nose but they were predeftinated to'the adoption of; -
children. = . o

3. Thefe words allo fet before us‘what - are the prea:
deltinated and fore-determined price and terms of falva-
tion to all the ele®. Thcy are chofen in hirm.; and pres
deftinated to the adoption of children by Fefus Chiifts  Thes
means and the end were united in the divine decree:
God never defigaed lfnlvatign to- any.unheliever:. but:

i
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eternilly determined to give kisown Soa a ranfom for
the ele& ;5 and to give an intereft in him by faith,
aud thereby a title to eternal life, unto all thofo thae
arechofen to it. * * - :

4. We have herelikewife the pre-determined qualifi-
cations of all the ele@®, by which they fhall be :nade mest
1o partzke of the falvation appointed for them. Fhar

- we fhould be holy, dnd without blame before him in love.

‘Fhofe who are chofen to falvation, are chofenaifo to he-
linefs of life, as ameceffary preparation for it. It is by
God’s decrec as well ss by his revealed will an efablifh-
ed truth, that witheut holinefs mo man fhall fee the Lord.
And itis further remarkable in the words, that noncare

. chafen &o,!'a!yatigni}_ebecaufe Ged forcfaw they ~\vould

be holy ¢ bus we mmmnoz.
The lolinefs of the ele& is not the caufe, but the confe.

. quénzeof the decree.  This brings me to the laft thing

1 would take netice-of inthe wards, which is,
5. “The-only metive (if I may fo f,peak)'by which God
was afted in the doctee of cle&ion. Accerding to the good

Fleafure of his witl. He was himfelf hisown motiveand

ead.  As there was nothing eternally exifting but God,
{o there could be nothing out of himfelf ta influeace his
eternal counfels. But of this I fhall afterwards have
occafion to fpeak more pasticularly.s—Thus I have given
a bricf and general view. ofthe wordsbeforeus ; and fhall
now endeaver a more diftin& confideration of them un-
der thefe propofitions. - . S o
" 1. That God-has according to the good pleafure of his

will, -from all ctérnity, elefted fome to everlaiting life.

2. All that God has elefted, are chofen ' 1o faldation
ty and thraugh the-Lord Jefus Chrift. S o

"3, All whoare thus chofen to falvation, fhall be fanc-
‘tified and made meet to partake of it. S

. Prove. L. God has'according to the gocd pleafure of his
- wibly from all efernity, eleded fome of mankind to everlaft=

iug life.—~The main bufinefs before me ié-toclear up this
propofition ; I'fhall therefore be fomething particular

in.confidering. what ave ars to underfland by thedecree
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of ele@ion 5 in confirming this truth, and it anfwering

fome obje&ions that lie in our way. N :

1. I fhall attempt a defcription of this decree.— And
by the decrecof cle@ion I underftand Ged's eternal puv--
Pofeé, accerding to the good tleafure of his will, to give grace
and gliry toa certainp number of the children of men. ——%
fhall here only conlider the decree of God, as my text
does, with relation to men, and not to angels, a3 the ob~
jects of iv.  For though the eternal counfels of God
moft have confidered and determined the ftate of all hig
creatures, whether of a fuperior or-infevior nature, yet .
it does not fo much concern us, what were his difpen-
"fations towards the angels, as towards ourfelves; noris
this fo particularly revealed to usia his word. That [
may give acléarer view of what intend by this deferip-
tion, 1 fhall confider the feveral parts of it fomething
diflindlly, with fome evidences of the juftice and propri-

- ety of eachofthem. This is not the place to prove the
truth of the propofition, and ro offer the evidences of -
fuch a decree of God 3 but upon the fuppofal -of fuch &
decree, to confider what it is neceflary, from the natuit
and word of God; to underftand by ir. :

I deferibe God’s decrestobz: his etermal counfel. For
though we have no adequate idea of cternity nor of I3im
who inhabits eternity, yet we muft fuppofs, either thac
all Ged’s determinations with refpe& 1o us were eternal,
or that they had a beginning in time.. If tke latter,

. there muft have been a time wherein God did uet know,
or did not conclude, what the future ftate of his cres.
turcithould be; which [ think none dare fuppofe. We
may not imagine the counfels of an infinite mind like
our own, pradual and fuccellive, temporary and muta-
ble. This were to attribate to the glorious God a flate-
of forgetfulnefs and ina&ivity, or doubtfuloefs and un.
certainty, before he came to a refult in his mind how
‘he would  be glorified in his works, which isinfinitely
unworthy of him.  Befides, we muft confider of thede.
‘crees of God as of Gad himfelf decreeing, and coniequena-
3y if ‘he himfalf be stevnal, his decrees mull likiswifo by
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ternal.. To cenceive of God’s knowledge and will 1o

e fomething diftin& from his nature, is to fuppofe him
‘a compofition of parts and powers, which is altogether
Jinconliftent with his being infinite 5 and if we confider
thefe as the neceflary refult of his natore, they muft be
{as bis nature is) ctermal.  The fpecial alts of God’s
purpofe or counfel cannot, indeed, be confidered as ¢f-
{entialto Ged, His chufing Peter (for inflance) to fal-
vation, does not appear fo neceflarily to flow. from his
.eflence. He might bave been the fame God, if Peter
Jad not been eleéted.” But that will of Ged, by which
Peter was, chofen to falvation, does belong to his being,
.and myft:neceflarily a& from eternity, in that way whieh
ismof agreeable to all the perfeclions of his nature.
Thus, in whatever vicw—wevonfider-this-cefe, the de-
cree of Godmudt be his eternal counfel :  He kath from
“#he beginning (i. e. from eternity) chofen us to falvation=~
2 Thefl,ii. 13. : . . -

. Iconfider the decree of ele&ionas an a& of fovereign-
1y, accardmg to thegavd pleafure of his will; andfo it is
ceufidered an the text, asl obferved before. Every ra-
tional agent mufty in all he does bamiways afled and
influenced by the higheft motive 30d- inducement be-
fore him.  But to fuppofe an higher motive to the cter-
nal God than himfelf is to fuppolc fomething higher than
‘the higheft, which issbfurd. To imagine any caufe
of God’s will or decrec cut of himfelf, is te fuppofe fome-
thingin God which is an effeét, and fo to aflign a caufe,
of the firft-caule, which is equally abfurd, = We can-

" .mat, indeed, in propriety of fpeceh, attribute any meotive

wr end-to God after the.manoer that they.are fouad in
.us, but only ina way of analegy. We mufl, neverthe-
lefs, fpeak of Ged aiter the manner of .mep, or we cane
"ot {peak of him at all, . But then, when we do fpeak
“after this manner, we muft remember, that nothing be-
low God himfelf can be his end. He. <could not, . frem
stepaity,. haveany motive but his mere good pleafure to
giveecgiflente to any future beings; and therefore could
" .bave.mo other iuducement to determine their kind of
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niﬁehqe, or what circlvnmﬂanm‘ he would ftate them

in.  All beings in the world, but God -himfelf, were,.

- before the creation, nothing, their future exiftense and

manner of exiftence were nothing, but the good pleafure
of God concerning them, and, therefore, there covld
be nething but hisgood pleafure ass mative to the de-
cree, 1 may add tothis, that God muft be confidered

. as being from eternity the ablolute propristor; as well

~ as therettor and governor of the future world with.all
its inhabitants. - As he has in time made all things for
himfelf, fo he muft from etérnity have deligned to make: -

all things for Himfelf, and therefore to be governed, -

guided, ‘and ordered by himfelf according to his own

pleafure.. Moreover, the Judge of all the earth. muit

have determined to a@t right with refpe& to his ¢raa-

. turess buttherc could be no other rale of reflitude.but

his own good pleafure. If he had any other motive be-

fides-his own will; it muft have been: a finite motive, ,

and therefore not only unworthy of an infinite mind, -

bat fuch a3 conld not be infinitely goed, and confequent-

" ]y might be in fome inftance wrong and irregular. But

we muft by no means attribute any poffibility of miftake

either, to the purpofes or operations of Ged. Fromall

which it is apparent, that the cternal counfels of God .

mul be wholly refolved into this— Even fo Father, for

Jo it feemed geod in thy fight.,  Mart. xi. 86—Being pre- .
defiinated according to the purpofe of him, who workethall .

things after the counfel of his own will. Eph.i. 11.

It may poffibly be objected to this, that the decreeof
cleftion was the a@ing of grace and - love to the
obje@s.of it, and not merely an 3@ of fovereignty.
God isaccordingly faid to bove his paople with an everlafi-
ing love, Jer. xxxi. 3 —did they ave called with an hely
calling, accerding to his oum purpofe and grace, whick was

" given themin Chrift Fefus before the world began, 1 Tim.

i. g—Itis fuficient anfwer to this objeion to obferve,.

that thiscternal grace and love of God was arbitrary
and fovereignyand could be excited by nothing but his

own will, It istrue, _Godead cternal defignsof mercy
: B3 , ore
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and compaflion to the eloét s but it is equally truse, thet
his own will and pleafure were both. the fountain and
end of thele gracious defigns; therecould be nothing
elfe. And the apoftle accordingly refolves it into this
~Rom. ix. 15. I will have merey on whom I will have
mercy, dand I will have compaffion on ukom I will have

1 have deferibed the decree of eleion to be God’s
purpofe to give grace and glory to the cleét : and itis
for want ofy.’ a due attention to this, that fo many objec-
tions have arifen in mens minds sgainft the do@rine now
before us. Should we conceive of the decree of God,
as-his unalterable determination to give cternal life to
any particular, perfons, without giving them previous
-qualificationsfor it, this would plunge us into difficulties

" that we couhd norgot-sus of. 16 he-ablolutely deter-

mined the eternal falvatien of any, whether they were
prepared for it or not, where were his holinefs ? If he
defigned to fave fome, and leave others .that would be
squeily meet fubje@s of his faving mercy, where were
theé relitude of bis meral government? If he purpofed
falvation to any, upon other terms or.conditions than

" zhofe propofed in the .ge{pel, where were the truth of

hisword? But if we confider him as having no delign
to fave any but gracious and fanétified perfons; if we
confider him as determining to give grace to the ele&,
angd thereby to make them meet for glory, all thefe dif-
ficoltjes vanith at once. And thus’ the fcripture, thus

“the natyre of the thing reprefents the cafe to us. Whonn

he:did-forekniow, he alfo did predefiinate to be conformed to
theimage of his Son, Rom, viii. 39—God hath. from she
beginning chofen you to falvation, through fandification of
the fpirit and belief of the truth. 2 Thef, ii, 13—We have

.repeated affurance from the whole tenor, of the gofpel,

that repentance, faith, and new obedience, are necel-

" fary qualifications for cternal life’s and if God has made

thefe neceflary to falvation, he eternally decreed that
they fhouldbe fo. He has not decreed one way of fa}-
vation in time, and another from ¢ternity.—And how

e, &
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- oy any :man: obtain thefe:graciovs qualifications, unlefs
Ged bepleafed to give them 2. Or how . ¢an God be fap-
Pofed to give them, if he. bad mot eternally. defigned it.?
unlefs we fuppofe himto be a&led by diffcrent, aad even
repugnant views, which were blafphemy. to imagine.?
It is; therefore, moft evident, that-God did. decree to
fandlify the ele&, in order to their glorification s togive
them new hearts, thas they might be fitted. for future
bappine(s, and to give them faish in Chrift, and there-

by an intereft in his rightcoufne(s, that they might bo
“entitled to it. There is not (it is true) in God apy firft
- and laft, any:fucceffion of purpofes or contrivances 3
thefe are incompatible ta an infinite mind, to whom ajl
things are prefent at one view. - But yet, though God
did not firft determine to. give grace to the cle&, and
-by a fucceflive a&t of his will, decrec to glorify theny,
. hadid by that one eternal a& of his will d¢croe to fang-
_ tify them, that they might thereby .be made moet for an
_.dnheritance with the fainis in light. And we muftcog-
-ceive.of the decrees of God in this order, if we. would

. havesny right apprehenfions of them, . .. .

.. X haveconfidered the objecis of the decree to be a.cgy-
.tain number of the children of men. | The whole world
- of mankind ¢ould not equally be the objeéts of eleling
Jove, for then there. could be no . cheice.  For all to be
.chofen is a eontradifiion in terms s a choice neceffarily
-implying a preference.of one to another. . The uumber-
, .of the elz& could not be-indefinite and wndetermined,
uplefs we attribute doubtfulnels and uncertainty to.God,
-which were to fuppole him altogether [uch an one as ouy-
- Jelves, The desree of ele&tion muft have refpe@ed eve-
¥y indiyidual perfon that fhall ever be faved, or ¢lfe there
will fome obtain {alvatjon, whom God did not ternaliy
- purpofe to fave, which muft argue. want of forefight qr
chaage of purpofe in God, both of which are unworthy

. ofhim. - e e ' ..,‘. N A . .
~ ».. Lknow of but oneconfigerable, obje&ion againtt this.
doltrine, which is, that the decree might be condition-
2l : Thay who are chofen to falvation, might be chefem

D R i 4 o o LR e can
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upon condition of their faith and repentance 3 and their
number eould pot therefore be certain, fince:it depends
ed upon conditions that were in themfelves uacertain.
To which I anfwer, that if this dofirine be true, there
could be no cleQion of any st all -to eternal falvation 3
for Ged knows, and did eternally know, that none of
us can ever obtain cither faith or repentancey or.other .
conditior of falvatien, unlefs he gives them 3 and a de-.
-eree founded upen fuch conditions as can never be ful.
Filled, leaves ‘the cafe hopele(s and remedilefs forever,
To fuppofe any cholen to falvation upon impofiible cop~
ditions, is to fuppofe thofe defigned for falvition. im .
.God’s eternal counfel, whofe perdition is abfelutely ne-
‘ceffary from that very decree, which is the height.of abx
ferdity. - If any fhould anfwer to this, that God might
decree to g i -with-thefe condi .
tions, this fuppofal obviates the objection at ence, and
fhews that the decreé could not be conditional ;- For if .
God has abfolutely decreed to fanify the cle®, he has
abfolutely decreed to fave them: fandtification 3ad e-
ternal falvation being neceffarily conne&ted in the nature
“of things, - If he has not abfolutely decreed to fanify
them, he hashot decreed to give them ability to be fav-
ed; for he knowsthey have no power to fan&ify them-
felves, nor is there any poflibility- of filvation without
fan&ification. If it fhould be yet further urged in this .
cafe, that God- decreed to five thofe, that fhould - duly
jmprove thofe powers which they have in common with
the reft of the world, and none but thofe, this would
not help the cafe; for our grand impetency lies in our
wills, and God knew from cternity that none of us
fliculd ever have a. will to comply with even thefe terms
_of falvation, unlefs he thould work in us both te will and
to do of his own good pltafure, From thefe premifes.it ap-
pears.to me neceflary, that the obje@s of the decrée of
eleflion muft havebeena certain pumber, and that there
could have been no'unceitain précarious conditions im
God’s etérnal counfel. - But fince conditional decrees
‘ave been fo warmly efpoufed; cven by fome men of §-
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gure in the-learned world, it may be proper to confider
this cafe yet more particularly.” .~ =~ .. |
If the decrees of God are conditional, the founda-
‘tion of thofe conditions muf be either in God, orin
man, or in both ; but if it be made evident that it can
be in_ neither God nor man, I think the cantequenge
muft neceflarily follow, that there are no conditions. in
the divine decrees, but.that the obje@s of the decress
are a definite cerrain number. : e L
That the foundation of thefe conditions camnot be in
God, appears to me moft certain, - from the following
.confiderations :—lt is, I think, allowed by all'that have
any iuft ideaof the divine perfe@ions, that the will of
God is higefleace, or an effential principle of operatiop
inhim. Godcannot bec a compolition of parts, powers,
or properties, and therefore his will cannot beany thing
diftinét from his effcnce, confiftently with. his infinite
nature, as I have obferved before. From whence it
follows, that to fuppofe sny conditions of the will of
God, or of the decree of God, (which. is his will ' with
refpeé® to us) is to fuppofe conditians of the divipe na-
ture and eflence ; that is, that God may be or .may ngt
be what he is, upon certain conditions, which is. top
fhocking to a ferious mind, to nced any animadverfions,
Befides, if the eternal counfel of God was iafinitely right,
joft.and good, it could admit of no conditions ; for in.
finite reflitude muft always be invariably the fame,
whatever conditions ean be fuppofed., There can.be no-
thing better, and the coupfels of God cannot be worfey
than infinite . reitude ; his counfel muft, therefore,

without any conditions, be always the. fame, and the e~ . °

Je& muft be a certain and definite number. I add to this,
the abfolute will of God is both the firft caufe, and the .
ultimate end of the falvation of  the ele&, -as has been
already confidered. It muft be the firfk caufe, becaufe
their very being, their qualifications for.falvation,.and

_ . their_falvation itfelf wholly depend upon his will, end

had neither of them ever been, if he had not willed
them, - Lt muft be his laft ead, becaufe there was nor
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thing eternally exifting but himfelf, and a non-entiry
could not be an higher end and motive than hisown wiltk
There conld be no future end and motive in his crea-
tures fuperior to his will, fince they all depended upea
his good pleafure for their exiftence and all their valvas

" ble quulifications, as has been vbferved. Now for the

Krft caufe of our falvation to be the abfolute will of Gody
and yet that firft caufeto be conditional, is a contra
di@ion in terms. Toimagine any previous conditions
to the will of Ged, is to fuppofe fomething prior tothe
firft caufe, which is likewife a contradi@ion. To fap:
ofe any fubfequent conditions tothe will of God, is to
;uppo{e the firft caufe to be precarious ahd uncertain,
mutable and liable to the controul of forme. othercaule §
dr, ina word, ¥o ) 2o certaim
caufe at all, ‘which is equally abfurd, ~ And if we confis
der the will of God as the 1at end of our falvation, the .
Tame abfurdity will follow from the fuppofal of any con-
ditiomality therein. For if God’s will be the laft end,
there tan be no other end fuperior to it, that cin cons
troul or change it, that is, it can have no coaditionsi
1f God's nltimate end be conditional, it is becaufe there
‘may be fome other motive greater than that, which mey
prompt him to change his mind, which fuppofes that
there may be in God an end or motive higher than the
Figheft, which is too grofs an abfurdity to meet with
any entertainment, - Thus, I think, I have thewn thav
f we have any reverent conceptions of the divine na-
fure, we can find there no foundation for a conditional
ddrr_ee. ! .. P T . e
. T'proceed to confider whether there be any foundac
tion for fuch conditionality in the decrees of God from
the hatore of man.—If there be any thing in man, that
could occafion any ¢onditions in God’s elefling love, it
muft be fome good qualifications forefeen in him, upon
the condition whereof he is chofen to falvation. This
1 think, is what the advocates for conditional decrees
do always fuppofe. They imagide that God echufes
men to fatvation upon condition of their faith; repemt<
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umce, and holinefs of life; that he farefees who will be-
“#eve in Chaift, repent of their f{ins, and live 10 God 3
and upon fuch farcfight, determines their eternal hap-
inefs.—But could God forefec-any good in man before
be willed to them their firft good 5 or any power to be
or da good, before e willed to give them fuch power ?
Could he forefee their impravement of fuch powers as
he determined, before he determined them that affiftance
by which ajone they fhould be able to improve them ?
1t is impoflible to imaginc greater abfurditics than thile
are.—If there were any conditions from the nature of
man, inthe will and connfel of God, thefe canditions
muft exift,or at leat the forefight of them muft be fup-
pofed, before God’s eternal counfel ; and fo there muft
be fometbing older than eternity, and fomething exiftin
before the will and counfel of God, which fuppo_fag
8¢ed no refutation,—If God forefaw thefe conditionsin
us before he willed them, he forefaw them before they
dad amy foundation; and confequently. before -they
were future. For 1 shink that there is nothing maere
certain, than that the only eternal foundation and caufe
of the futurity of any good inus was the will of God to
give us that good, and to enable us to improve it : Be,
“fides, i God forefaw thefe conditions in us before he
willed them, his fore-knowledge mufl be prior in timg
to his will, and cosfequently his will muft oot be etery -
nal; there muf} be fucceflive propertiesand faculticsin
God ; which are utterly inconfiftent with -his eternal
vacompounded natare. o e
From what has been' faid, I-think I may now fafes
ly come to a conclufion, that the decree of ele&ion -
ncceflanily implies, that God has without any conditie
ons in his will and council, chofen a certsin number to
grace here and glory hereafter.  Thus the foundation of
God fandeth fure, having thisfealy The Lord knoweth them
that are his. 2 Tim. ii. 19, o e
After all it muft be acknowledged, althongh there can
be po conditions in.God’s decrecs, yet he has decreed, -
that the falvation cven of the cleét thﬁm‘%‘"!‘-f&,‘n he
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conditional 3 that they fhall be fuved upon the only cen.
ditions of their faithin Chrift, and other correfponding
%:ncel ¢ Which conditions he has decreed tp give them,
that they may be meet for the filvation to which they
are defigned.—There is nothing mére certain than that
God has propofed thefe conditions of falvation in his
word toall that fhall ever be faved ; and itis from thence -
tertain that he decreed Yo to do; for his will is always
the fame. - There are therefore conditions of thecevent,
though there be no conditions of the decree : - Nor is the
event the lefs certain becaufe of the conditions, - fince
God has immutably decreed to give them alfo s to ena-
ble all the-ele& to believe to the falvation of their fouls,—
It may be perhaps for want of a due attention te this,’
that many arc prejudiced againfi-the-dodirine of ablolate -
decrees. - Becaufe they do not confider, that though the
will of God in itfelf have no condition, yet the effedls
of his will have conditions. There are evenin the coun-
fel of God conditions of our falvation, though  none of
“our ele@ion. God has decreed to the eleft neceflary
gulifications for falvation, without which they'fhall ge-
ver obtainit, ' ‘And fo the fecret and the revealed will
of Ged-are always andin all things the fame.. © o
'+ Thus I have briefty hewn what-we are to underftond
by the decree of cle&ion, upon the fuppolal .of fuch a
decree? And I kave endeavored to explain and confirm
" each part of my defeription, - - - - - -
-+ IL.- I amnextto confider what eviderice we have that
this do@rine is true, which I have hitherto taken for
granted.—I have indeed been already led to take eccafi-
onal notice of fome of thofe arguments, that-are now
to be offered .in confirmation of the. propofition. > It-is
however neceflary tocudeavor to fet thofe arguments in
a clefer view and flronger light, that we may more
clearly fee the truth and importance of the do&rime. X
am pleading for. Repetitions are preferable to obicurity
. and ['had rather be cenfured for. repeating the fame
things, than for fallisg fhort in poiat of evidence, and
for leaving; the caufe:doubtful and uacertain. o
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1. Itis peceflary from the very firft idea we have of
an infinite God, that he isomnilcient,—The fuppolal of
the leaft degree of ignorance in an infinite mind, is.an -
affront to common fenfe. Aninfinite being with bura -
finite knowledge, is the greateft contradi&ion. Sothat
‘we muft neceflarily zsllow anomnifcient God, or no God
at all.  This dppears evident at the firlt view, and ad-
‘mits of no debate.—It muft therefore b allowed, that
all cbings future were eternally open to the view of
this'omnifcient mind. He could net have been omni-
{cient, if any thing prefent or future was from eterpity
unknown to him.—1I fhall not here concern mylelf with
the debate among the fchrolmen, how or in what man-
ner all futurities were eternally prefent with God. That
is a fubjeft vaftly above the enquiry of fuch fhort fight-
ed creatures as we are 5 for God is higher than heaven,
what can we know !’ We may {afely, and muft neceflaria
ly conclude, that the knowledge of God is equal to his
infinite nature 5 and that he muft confequenily fore-
know whatfoever thall come to pafs, though we know
not hew. Thus far we go upon firm ground ; a flep
further plunges us into an’unfathomable depth.

To apply this to the prefent purpofe: God’s fore-
knowledge of the fanélification and eternal falvation 6f
all that fhall ever be faved, renders thofe events cer-
tain and neceffary ; that they will not, they cannot be
otherwife than he foreknew they would be.—I1f God’s
fore-knowledge were not certain, it weuld not have
heen knowledge, but conje@ure. 1f God’s fore-know-
Yedge was certain, the event mufb-be likewilc certain &
neceffary : How could he otherwile certainly forekrow
it ? If God did nat eternally fareknow thele eveats in
all their ¢ircomftances, jufl asthey would come to pais,
it would not have been knowledge, butiniilake 3 andif
he did foreknow thefeevents, jult as they weuld come
to paft, they muflt’ neceflurily come to pafs, jufl as he
foreknew they would.-—A necefity of infallibility muft

- therefore be unavoidably conneéied to the fure-know.
ledgeof God, And whether we ¢an form any jult no.
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" tion, how the feveral perfeSions. of the divine nature
did eterpally co-aperate with refpeét fo our future fal-
-vation, or not, it muft follow frorh thefe confiderations,
.that there was with God from 2]l efernity, an infallible
certainty and neceflity of the whoele progrefs of the fal-
.vation, hoth in grace and glory, of every individual per~

. fon that will ever be faved, ';t is abfolutely impoffible,
that the falvation of any one of them can fail (the cer-
tainty of their falvation being founded upen’the nature
.of God) unlefs wo.dare fuppofe even God himfelf to be
fallible. o

1 prefume that even the oppofers of abfolute decrees
“will themfelves generally allow the fore-knowledge of
. God, with thefe undoubted confequencesof it. How -
_unieafonable it is, (herefore, Yo quarret with the .doc-"
-trine of abfolur¢ decrees, when they muft allow the ab-
Aolute certainty of the event, or deny the fore-know-
ledge of God? and whatever objeétion can be imagin-
ed again®t an abfolute decree, the fame can, with the
fame force,andpon the:fame greundsybe urged againft
. certain and abfolute fore-knowledge? Feor it is the

- fame thing, and the fame confequences in all pomble

- - inftances will follow, if the certainty -and infailibility
of the event do flow from the knowledge, or the will

of God.  Thofe obje&ions can therefore be no juft res-
fon with fach men agaiot God’s pre-determination,

that equally rfilitate againfl his_ prefcience, which is

what they daf_{'not deay. o -~ .
Iy has indeed been objefied againft this do@rine, that

the falvation of particular porfamrs is in itfelf a contin-

-‘gency 3 W hat may be, or what may. net be, according to

- their compliance or moen.complisace with the rerms &
conditions of falvition propofed in the gofpel; and

“therefore that it muit neceflarily have been foreknown

of Ged to be a contingent and uncertaia event.; for

- fuch it certainly isy and God foreknew it to beas it is.

" To which I an{wer, that although the event be con-

tingeat with refpeft to us, while we do ot certainty

koow whether we (hall comply with thefe terms of fal-
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vation,.or not 3: it could not be contingent with refpet
to God, who from eternity did certainly know whe:
ther we fhould comply with thefe conditions, or not ;
and therefore did certainly know what the iffue and
confequence of our compliance or non-compliancé
would be.—God could not have-been omnifcient, if he’
did not eternally foreknow all the minyteft circum-
ftances of our whole condu& with their confequences,
all our difpofitions, :ffe&ions and converfations here in-
this world, as well as our eternal ftate in the world to
come. -He muft have foreknown thefe events, es they
would be in themfelves, when they come to pafs; and
not as they would be to fuch fhert-fighted creatures as’
. We are, before they come to pafa.—Thefe events will’
. be no longer contingent or uncertain to us, when they
are fully accomplithed ; and therefore could never bz
contingsnt or uncertain to God, who did from ¢ternity:
zs well forefee their fyll accomplifhment, as the copdi-’
tions on, which they depend. )
To conclude this head, if God did not eternally forg-
know all eveats, ang. the accomplifhment of all circum-
flances apd conditions of events, with refped to all his
creatures, it multbe either from defedt of kpowledge
in Gad, or from fome obftrudion or obflzclein the crea-
-ture, that hid theevent from the view of an omnifcient
eye. Notthe formers Letno fuich arfogancy come out of
your mouth ;. for the Lord 15 a God of knewiedge, and by '~
. him atlions are weighed. ¥ Sam, ii. 3—Ngt the latter; a
finite being cannpt controul aninfinite nature s nor caft
any obfcurity inthe way of. infipite knowledge, 1t is
in vain to feek deep to hide our coynfel from the Lord. If
we fay, the darkuefs fhall ceysr. us, even the night fhall bs
light about him s yeay the datknefs hideth not from him: -
© but the night flincth as the daya the darknefs dnd the ,I.z'flﬁj :
are both alike to him. Phl. cxxx1x. 1], 12—Neither
is there any cregture that is riot manifefl in his fight ;  but
all things are naked and open unie the eyes of him with
whem we haue to do. Heb. v, 12, S
. 4nd now, Lthink, Lam got fafely thusfar. 4nd there
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can no otjeftion lay in the way of this truth, that God
did eternally and certainly forefee the falvation of all
that will ever be faved ; and that this forefight of his
renders their falvation neceflary and infallible.—Ithere-
fore proceed a ftep further. o .
2. It isalfo neceflary that the eternal God be a perfeé
being 5 and that all the perfe@ions of his nature fhould
always concur in all bis operations, The holinefs (for
inﬂance() and the goodoefs, the truth, the mercy, the
juftice, fo likewife the knowledge and the will of God,
do moft necefarily agree together, in allhis difpenfa-
tions, Sume of Gad’s attributes are indeed very differ-
ent, and even contiary in their exercifevpon the erea-
tures. Itis a valtly different thing to us, to be the ob-
je€'s of God’s fa; is jultice, wrath, and dif-
pleafure : That we muft confider of {ome of the opera-
tions of God towards us, as the afings of one and not of
ancther bis glerious attributes. Thus his beftowing fal-
vation upon any, is an aét of his grace and not of his
Juftice 5 and punifhing any with eternal deftru&ion, is
an a& ofhis juftice and not of his grace : Yet all hisag-
tributes mult always unite and agree in his own infinite
mind. His graceis not in theinftance mentioned, incon-
fiftent with bis juftice por his juflice inconfiftent with
his grace. There can be no contrariety, no oppofition- -
. or repugnancy in the divine nature. This muft not be
fuppofed of aninfinitely perfe&t being. To fuppole that
God ever ceafed in any one a& .to be holy, to be juft,
to be good and mercifuly or to have every oune of his el-
{ential properties in exercife, is to fuppofe that he ceaf-
ed to be God. For he muft be an omnifcient God, 2 ho-
ly God, a merciful God, a juft God, &c, at-all times,
- and inall inflances, or be no God atall. Whateverat--
. tributes or properties neceflarily belong to the divine -
nature, are-cither effential to him, or elfe God may -
ceafe to be what he is, or be at one time what he is not
atanother. But this is what no man dare fuppofe, And
if all the attributes or properties which neceflarily be--
long to the divine naiure, are effential to him, noone -
a
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of tham gan. ever be removed, not {o mugh as in onein-
flansey ar ons momeat, withoyr the deftrudlien of his
beiag:  To apply this te the cale befors us. The decree
of alefion, is, not to-be fuppoled an 3ét of Gad’s know-
Yedge foparate and diftinél from his other effential pec-
fedlious 5. but an. aternal 3¢t of his mind, wherein they
all wnitedly soncur. 1f God did eternally foreknow. the .
falvation of the cledt, be did toreknow it in a manaer
agrocable toall biseffential properties;; and confequent-
ly.ina manneragreeabla to his will, whichis opreof them.
Whataver difficulties. there may be in opr minds with
ekpeft to the: sternal congurrence of God’s. will with
his kpowledge, relatiog to fome things that either have
or will comg to pafs and werg confequently the objeds
ef his prefcience’; it is certain that in foms way or o-.
shers their futurity was agreeable to his will, or elfe his
- knosvigdge and will wauld baye been at difagreement,
which may by no means be imagined.. What is Ged’s
knowladge bug God. himfelf kpowing > And what is
Ged’s will but God himfelf willing ¥ Tq fyppefe thefe:
at difagreement, is therefore to fuppofe God at difagree.
ment with himlelf, which is the higheft blafphemy.
kisalfo impoffible from the very nature of God, that
be could aternally foreknow our futyre falvation jn &
way: repugnapt tohis will, not only becaufe all his per-
fo&ions and confequently his knowledge and will muft
always agree; but alfp becaufe it iy impoffible that opr
falyation fhould haye bgen forare, mtfag to his will
It wap cortaiply in his pewer tQ have hindred it, if he
had nos willed' 15 and thenif never would have beep,
#nd copfequently canld not havebeen fore-known. Nay,.
it is certain  that the falvation of all that fhall ever be
“famed, did eternally depsnd upen the willof Gad, asthe
firft caule of it; ag I have oblerved before, There
sould be nothiag elfe from crernity to l;;ak& ONF falvwg‘n‘
ible ; and therefore it could not have been. the @b~ -
i8¢t of God’s knowledge, if it had nok been the object
of hiswill. This; I think, is clearly ovident, that the'
fpsure favaion of every ipgi,v,idual,wfpa.- thet fhall e~
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ver obtain it, did eternally depend either upon God, or
the creature, as the caufe of it ; for an efe&t, without a

‘caufe, is a flat contradition. It could not depend upon
‘the creature, who had no exiftencé 3 nor ceuld have

power to give either grace or glory when exifting. It
muft therefore have neceffarily deperded upon God, 2s

‘the only poflible caufe. And if {o, it muft either have
depended upon his will, or upon fome other of his di-
" ‘vine perfeétions without his will, and agreeable to it ;

upon fomething in himfelf, that fhould neceffarily con-
ftrain, him to beftow falvation upon the elet, whether
he would or not. But this none dare imagne. Ic muft

(50d, or upon
nothing at all, for its futurity and poffibility, From

© which it neceffari future falvation
“of the ele@ +ould not poffibly have been, God could not
-have eternally foreknown that it wonld bave been, ex-
‘cept he had willed it. This is alfo evident from the
‘very nature of the decree of ele@ion ; if God has eternal-

1y chofen any to falvation (as is afferted in our text) he

“has eternally willed their falvation, willing and chufing

being the fapie thing, To chufe any thing, and not to

“willthe objeft of fuch choice, is a contradi®ion in terms.

“From all thefe confiderations it is, 1 think, manifeft-

‘ly true, that God hath eternally known and eternally

willéd ‘tive whole future falvation of each individaal heir
of everlafting life and glory, and that their falvation,

.%eing founded upon the fore-knowledge and will of God,
" is like his glorious nature neceffary and infallible, which

is the thing to be proved. . The falvation of the éleft is
the myflery of his WiLL, according to his good pleafure,

which'he hath purpofed in himfelf. Epb.i. 6.

3. Itiis'alfo neceflary, that an infinite God muft be an

" immutable Being, and that there cannot be in any of his
"' perfe€tions the leaft variation or poffibility-of change.
" All the counfels and purpofes of God muft have bean

‘from eternity infinitely wife, infinitely holy, and infi-

" nitely good ; there can, therefire, be no poffible reafon
““why they fhould change, fince there can-be no’change
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for the better, and we cannot foppofe that infinite Wif-

dom fhould change his purpofes without any rezfon for
jt.  Nor, indeed, is it poflible that they fhould change
or alter in the leaft inftance or degree, fuch change ne-

ceflarily implying that God would ceafe to be infinite. .

How can God be infinite, if he be in any refpet what

-he was not before, unlefs we allow a different kind or

- different degree of infinite Being, which is abford ? He
is the Lord, he changes not. Mal. iii, 6.—He 15 the fame

_yeflerday, to-day, and for ever. Heb, xiii. 8.—With him

s no variablenefs, neither fhadow of turning. Jemes il 17.
Wherethe fcriptures {peak of God’s changing his
“purpoles or counfels, they {peak after the manner of
men, and reprefent to us that God aéts in thofe cafes, as
we do when we change our purpofes. - As a change of

purpofe in us procures a change of conduét, fo a change

of condu& towards us is reprefented as a change of pur-
{e in God, by way of condefcenfion to our wesk ca-
pacities. Thechange in reality isin us, and not in God :
this occafions an alteration in his providence towards
. us, though there can be none in his nature or will.

- The ftrength of Ifracl will not lie, nor repent ;-for he is not

- a man that he fhould repent. 1 Sam.xv. 29. The gifts and
* calling of God are without repentance. - Rom. xi. 29.

And now what hinders our coming to a fafe and cer-

tain conclufion, that God has dccreef in his erernal pyr-

pole, according to the good pleafure of his will, to give

- grace and glory to a certain numberof the children of -

- men ? I have proved from the very nature of Gody: that

. he muft cternally, certainly, and infallibly foreknow the:

-flate of each individual heir of falvation, aad be fully
: acquainted, from eternity, with the whole progrefs of
- their grace here, and their glery hereafter. I have

. proved that this fore-knowledge of God was according

. %o his eternal will & pleafure. It could not be difagrecable
to, -but in the order of our comceptions mufl be found-

ed upon his will, fince it would not hive been, and con-.

fequently would not have been the obje&t of his know-
. ledge and forefight, if he had not willed ix. L have prov-
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el vhot. God's fore-knowledge and will ass, like all o

~ ther perfelions of his nature, immusable, and that they

are the: (amenow, and will be the (bme for mves, that
they wexe from all etssnity, And when:thefs premifes.
are put togsther, dath mot the canchifion. neceffarily
follow? Admittipg: thefc premifes to be:trug, (aed ¥
think I have proved what they are truc) we mudl of
epofequence admit the truth of the prapofition which
 Fiswing thos aoafdsred the evidsaca of thin prapel
ua eonfider e evidence is- propefi-
Lprecead

_ viom, askring fannded. upon the nature ofGad,

in the fiext place,.
Ta confider whether it be not alfa » wuth clesrly
sunifeflt fram plain declarations: of the wand of God,
I hegia with the comfideration of that text in Re-

_goAns viil. 29. 30. ~ For whom he did-foreknony ke alfo

#id predefiinate ta be aonformed.to the image of his Sop..
Marcovery whom he did predeflinate, them he. olfo; called

and: whows ho cailad, thers he alfo jufisfied ;: and.whom he
Jubificd, them. ke alfo glavified. In which wardp we find
the fore-knowledge: of God, bis pre-determinatian, the
fandtitication, jullificasion, and cternal flvation of the
alef, as fo magy links in an infeparable chain, wecef-
farily connafled together ; and of neceffary confequense
we here find the truth of the prapofition. before. us made
moft certainand evident. If God did foreknow and

“predeftinate the futvre fBate of every heir of fajvatiop,

if be does aftually call, juftify, and glorify every one
that was fersknown and predeftinated in his etesnal
counfel, then Gad has from all eternjty. clefbed 2 gertan .
number to cverlafting Life, which is the thing to- be
proved. But the former ig afferted in the text, and
therafore the latter-true. ¥ can hers fee ne room for
any plaufible evafion. The wards are plain, full, 39d
pertinent to the purpofe.—To queftion the truth. of the:
datrine I am pleading for, is . queftion the tryth of
this facred text,” . : )

. The like evidence of this truth is alfo found in AQs
Viil, 48. A5 many as werg ordained to eterual life beljaned.,
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Heie the decree, and the confequences of it, are both
aflelied, and fhewn to be of equal extent. For if all
that were ordained to eternal life believed, all that were
ordained to eternal life fhall be certainly faved ; faith be-
ing falvation begun, and falvation being every where
in the gofpel promifed to true believers.

Mothing can be clearer to the fame purpofe, than
that in Rom. ix; 23. Zhat ke might mche known the
rickes of his glory om the veffels of mercy, which he had
afore’ prepared unto glery. That this fore preparation
uato glory, here fpoken of, was in God’s eterral coun- ,
fel, appears manifeft from the inftance of God’s decrce
with refpedl to Jacob and Efau, from which the apof-
tle draws the confequence here before us.  Jr was be-
Sfore they had done either good or evil, that the purpofe of
God according te edc&ion mwight fland, Verfe 11.—~That
this preparation unto -glory was an a& of God’s fove-
reign counfel, is firongly afferted in verfe 15.  He will
hage 1xercy on whom he will have mercy.—Tuat it is an
a& of his crernal and unchangeable purpofe, is afferted
in the cited text, He alically makes kncwn the riches
of his glory on all thefe vefils of mercy which he had, in
Lis eternal purpofe, afire prepared unto glory. Were
it even granted unto the oppofers of this do&rine, that
the decree of God with relpe@® to Jacob and Efau,
from whence the apoftle argues throughout this chap-
ter, referred only to their temporal circumfances, it
would nothing affe@ the caufe. For if the apoflle
thought it to be juft arguing from thence, to God’s de-
cree of ‘making known the riches of his glory on the veffels
of mercy; we thould think fo too.

This truth is likewife confirmed from Romaps xi. 5,
7. Ewen fo then at this prefent time alfo, there is a vem-
nant according to the eleftion of grace. The elefion hath
dtained, and the refl were blinded. 1f it was true then,
it is true now, and at all times, that the remnaot of
God’s children are according to the election of graces
and confequently that he hath eternally chofen all that
fhal! ever bs his children, 1f it be truc, that the eless

~
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tion obtain, and the reft are blinded, it thence follows,
that all the obje&ts of his cle@ing love fhall obtain fai-
vation, and none but they. ’

But the time would fail me, to confider particularly
all the texts of fcripture, where this dc&rine s clearly
revealed. ¢ I fhall therefore but juft hiot at fome few

- of the meny orher fcriptural evidcnces of this truth,

If it be true, that the eledt are predefiinated according
20 the lpwpoﬁr of him, whe worketh all things after the
counfel of his own will ; as is aflerted in Eph. 4. 11. If
it he true, thatr God hath appointed them (o obtain falpa-
tion, by our Lord Fefus Chriff, ‘aceerding to that in 1.
Thefl. v. g. 1fit be true, that Ged hath from the Le.
ginning chofin them to falvation, according to 2. Thefl,
ii. 13. If God has faved them, and called them withan
holy calling 5 nut aeterding 1o 'their works, dut according
%0 kis own purpefe and grace, which was given thewms in
Fefus Chrifi before the world tegan, as in 2. Tim. i.q.
If they ave cle& according to the fore-knowledge of God
the Father, as in 1 Pet. i, 2.—It muft then peceflarily
be true, that Gou haih scteicing to ibe gocd pleaiuce
of bis will, from all eternity, elefted a certain numbser

. to everlafling life, which was the thing to be proved.

- 1 bave not hitberto been confidering, nor attempiing
to remeve the difliculties that li¢ in the way of this
do@rine s but haye only endeavored to explain it, and
%0 engquire into its truth and certainty. It is foon e-
nough te confider and folve the fcruples that arife jn
our mirds upon the fuppolal of apy fsét, when the fa&
is eftablithcd and received. There is no accalion to.ex-
ercife cur minds with difficulties sbout that which wg
have no reafon to believe. It is net, therefore, the
queftion now beforc us, How can ihefe things be?

But whether this de&trine be the truth of God, or not 2
If it be evidently true, we muft receive it for truth,
whatever objcfiions arife in our minds, and not rejel
it becaufe we do not fully underfland it. If we fuf-
pend our affent unte every truth until all the diffcul.
ties concerning them are removed, we mufl semain,

|
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fceptics as Iong as we live, and tiever fully confent to
the being of a God, nor ‘¢ven to our own being; for
there will always remain infuperable difficulties with
refpe& to both., 'Here then we thould make a paufe,
and review withiout prejudice the arguments which
have béen ofered, and confider -their force; and let
our affent to this do®rine be is firong as the evidence
of its truth. If it be founded upon the nature and
word of God, there is no room to difpute it, If it be
founded upon nicithier of théfe, there is no reafon to
believe it. ' —

I do not fpeak this to dilcourage all proper and mo.

delt cudeavors to obviate the difficulties that may arife .
in 6ur minds from the contemplation befere us. For

though we cannot expcct to fearch out and compre-

hend, the perfe@ions of God, fo as to have a full and

clear view of the eternal operations of his infinite
mind ; yet we may find fufficient anfwers to all the ob-
jeftions that can be thrown in the way, to fatisfy a
{ober and humble enquirer after truth. o ‘

1II. I fhall now accordingly endeavor to refute
fome of the chief of thefe objeétions, that lay in our

way; and I hope I fhall at leaft be able to make itap-

pear that there are no abfurdities in the dofirine o
abfolate decrees, . L S
One of the chief objeftions againft this do&irine i
that it Zakes away the liberty of the creature; i mconﬁ?
ent with that freedom that muft neceffarily de fuppofed of
rational and acceuntable being. If God has abfolutely de
creed the event, and the falvation of the eled is by virtus of
that decree abfelutely neceflary, that it cannat fail of ac+
complijment, it is in itfelf unavoidable, and the elef mu
be faved wheéther they will or not.  And what liderty ot frei-

dom can thers be then left them in the-affair of their Jabp-

tion ? - o

This being a principal obje@ion, upori which tl;e
moft of the difficulties that are raifed againft this doc-
trine do very much depend, 1 fhall be fomething parti-
culer in infwering it. R ‘
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And I wonld firft afk of the objeCtor, wkether he
does not tind himfelf at full liberty in all his aftions?
Let him lock into the operations of his own mind, and
inquire whether he has any force or confirains put up-
on his affeétions, appetites or inclinations, in any cafe
whatfoever ; and whether he does not a& voluatarily
and fpontaneoufly in all his monl condu&? I think
every one will in this cafe anfwer in tlie afirmative.
Aund what room can there then be for this obje&ion.—
He cannot perhaps fee how this is confiltent with an

_abfolute decree. "What then! Muft we difpute againit
a plaiu manifeft fa€t, becavfe we do not know how it
can be? We cannot fee how it is confiftent with an
immaterial fpirit to have apy relation to fpace; or to

,aét upon matier, Muft we therefore difpute the uni-
on of the foul and body;and the Tubjettion of eur bodily
members to the diflates of our minds, becaufe we can-
not {ce the confiftency of it ? Are tliere not a thoufand
undoubted realities in the material world, wherein
there are fuch apparent inconfiilencies, as we catnact.
fce through? Muft we therefore rejeft the greateft
certainties, becaufe we are but fhort-fighted creatares?—
1 think 1 have proven from the infinite nature and

rfe@ions of God, that the decrces arc certainly abfo-
ute, and without any poffible conditions ; and that

- the futurity of the decreed event muft be certain and
infallible. ~ And yet we find by experience, that weare
at full liberty and freedom, that we a& in all our mo-

‘ral bebaviour according to cur own wills, And doss
not this confideration make it peceffary, that the liberty
of the creature is confiftent with the decree of Gad,
whether we can’ {ee through it or not ? :

It is a‘great deal roo bold and aflumiag, for any
man to fay, that it cannot be ; for how does he know
that 1t cannot be? Isita veceflary confequence that
becaule God is infinite, becawfc his knowledze and bis
will are infinite, and muft always agree togethers; and

- becaule the objefts of both are confequently certain

and infallible, that therefore he cannot make a crea-
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ture in a flate of frecdom and liberty ? If this be poffi-
ble, if God can make a creature at full liberty, noc-
‘withftanding his pre-determining what he would make
bim for, how he would be glorified in him, and what his
ftate fhould be, there is then no inconfiftency between an
abfolute decree and:the liberty of the creature, And who
dare venture to{ay, that'God cannot make a creature
in a fate of frecdom, and be, notivithitanding, poflefl-
ed of thefe infinite perfe@ions of his nature P~—Nay,
thefe infinite perfeQions ef his nature do make it necef-
fary, that God can make a creature in a ftate of perfe@
liberty. If his knowledge and will are infinite, his.
power muft be allo infinite. He canunot be infinite in -
‘one, and not in all his effential propercies: and it can-
not be impoffible to omnipotence, to make a creature at
full liberty,if e pleales.~—What then becomes of this
objedtion ? .

If it be replied to'this, that it is a-contradiffion, to fup=
ofey that fuch a decree as makes mens falvation unavoida=
ble and neceffary, whether they will or ne, is confiftent with’
liberty and freedom ; that this therefore cannot beargued e~
‘ven from the omnipotence of Gody for God cannat perforns
contraditlions or abfurditics, o

I anfwer, who ever dreamed of fuch a decree as:
would make mens falvation thus unavoidable, or - that
will fave them whether they will or no ? 1 have thewn
already, that God as wel decreed to give grace, as to
give glory to all the elet; and that their intereft-in
Chrift, with all the bleffed .confequences of it, wasde-
creed to be the obje&t of their own free choice, and eara -
neft puripic ; what they thould freely choofe, and dilia:
gently laber after, in all the methods of God’s appoint.
meane 3. and inthat way, and that oaly, obtain it. And -
thisis {o far from contradiéting the freedom of tue ele&,

. thatit fully eftablifhesit. Itis neceffary even from the
-decree of God, that they fhall a@ freely and at full li-:
berty, in choofing their.own falvation, and working it3
out with fear and trembling.—W hiere then is'the cops
radielion? . Is it a contradiion, for any event to hes
o . D . (29

£
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infallibly negeffary withref| peft toarationalbeing s and
1hat heing to be Rotwithftanding ina fate of freedom ?
Is it not infallibly neceflary for the faints in heaven to
be everlaftingly plorions and bappy.s and do not they
neverthelefs enjoy the perfe&ion of freedom? Is it
aot infallibly ncceflary, that the glorious God fhall be
cternally infinite ; and dare any man, imagine, that God
himfelf is not at full freedom and liberty, toadt accord-
ing te his own goed pleafure? © T
1f it be yet further urged, That accarding to. this doc=
txine of the.decrees, there is a neceffity that the ele&
Shail will the weans of their Jalvation, fince God_bas de-
creed to gine thews fuck a will ;. and the fame. unece[fary cer-
tainty, that theft. who gre not elefled,  thall not will: the means
of falvation. Angis it not 4 comtradiftion, shat either #e
ope or the other faoyld be ina flase of freedomy fince they can-
not will the contrary to what they do? _
_In anfwer to this I muf} obferve, thata power towilly
‘oF pot to will, any particularobjedt of choice, or a pow-
" &r ta choofe indiflerently either the one or the otker of:
two contrary ohjefls, is fo far from freedom, that it is
utterly ineonfiftent withit; and is what caonot be pre-
dicated of any being that is perfedly free.—We could
 not be freg agents, i we had not a power to. will what
appears to us fram our prefent view of things moft fit
tabe chalen ; or if we had a power to will what appears
10 us from our prefent view of things unfit to be cho-
fen. Foy either of thefe fuppofes the will itfelf to be
“the effe& of fome éanftraint from fomething without us;
and not ta.be the refalt of eur own underftandings, af-
fections and appetites, as it always is in every frec a-
gent.. This is equally true, whetherour wills are al-
ways excited and afted by fome apparent good, as has
-been generally fuppofed ; or whether they are common.
1y afted by fome prefent. uncafinefs, as has alfo been
{uppafed 5 or whether by both of thefc .—Freedom
therefore cannot be oppofed to aeceflity. = Every frec
agent muft neceffarily will what his underftahding, ap-
tites and affe@ions, reprefent to him the moft fit aﬁ-
€t of choice3 he canmot dgotherwife. To fuppofe a
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power todo otherwife, isté fuppofe a power that is ex-
trinfical to himy that muft move his wiil as a clock or
‘watch is moved; and is thereforc utterly inconfifterit
with freedom.——If freadom confifts in a power to wiil
or not to will what appears to the mind in its prefens
view of things the fitreft obje& of choice, then the ho-
ly angels and glorified faints are not free: For they can-
not help but will the glory of God, and theirown ho-
linels and happinets. Nay, the bleffed God himfelf ap-
on this {uppefal, cannot be free: For he cannot do o-
therwiie than eterially will the glorious perfefions of
his own excellent nature; he cannot wiil any ¢vent,
the futurity of whicli'is ner fome how agreeable to
them.—Freedom therefore is only oppofed to coallion
-or corrfiraint.. He that can a@ according to his own will,
and do what he does—of'choice, withott any conftraint,
-is therein free s thiough perhaps he may not be capable
to do every thing that he would do, if it were #n his
power. Thus the iterchant aés freely, who by his
trade advances his eftate but a2 hundred a year, becaufe
he aéts of choice, and is under no conflrajnt, though he -
may probably defire to double the increafe.  And thus ¢
the believer adts freely, in his acceptance of Chrift, and
living to him ; tor that is according to hisown will andl
¢hoice; without any conflraint 5 though lic i$ dot capable
-of all thefe gracious attainwients, which he' defires.
Thas likewife impenitent finners aét freely, becaule they
aét voluntarily, in all their finful tridulgdencies ; though
they may be incapable to obuin fome particutar finful
gratifications, which their lofls prompt them to. Ina
woidy he that aéls voluntarily and without #ny come
pulfion or conflraint, afls freelys and hé that has a
power fo todo, is in 2 ftate of freadom and liberty @ for
freedom confifts im nothiag elfe. The freedom of &
.creature does not confift in a power to do every thitg
which he might choofe to do, (that feems to be the pe-
caliar prerogative of God him(elfy and implies ommipos .
teace) but ina power toaét of choice in all that he deey
do. -From which it neceffarily follows, that theiafal
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libility of the decree of God can no ways obftrust the-
Jiberty of the cresture; in that every rational agent |
daes neverthelefs always act voluntarily in all his mo-
ral condud ; and is therefore always in a flate of free-
dem and hiberry.

I know that it has been the common do&trine of di-
vines, that the will of man- has full freedom with ref-
peét to. things natural, yet not in things fpiritual 3 but
that in thele things it requires fupernatural grace to
move and irfluerce it..—However, 1 cannot but think

“{with Mr. Lock) that it isa very inaccurate and ob-
{cure way of fpeaking, to atiribute freedom, or want of
frecdom, to the will.  The will being but-a property or
faculty of the mind, can no more than any other of cur
intelle€tual powers, be the {ubjet of other properties or
faculties,—Free ageacy—imphies perfonality, which I
think no man applies to the will. Onthe contrary, e-
-very ene will allow, that there is a great difference be-
.tween an 2{}, and an intelligent agent; and that it is.
.the Jatter only, that can properly be the fubjeé of free-
dem, or the want of freedom. And therefore to attri-
Lute either of thefe to the will, is to make that the a-
_gent, or perfon, when it is indeed no more than a per-
Jdompal adt, ar the perfon afting in a way of choice :—the
-confuficn of which is obvious, and has been too mani-
feft by the muliiplied impertinent debates upon this fub-
jett. I neverthelefs fully agree with the meaning of
thefe divines, if L underftand them. l.agree, that ne
man has.a. power to will the exercife of faving grace,

- and alife of halinefs and piety, until the {pirit of God,
by his fupernatural influences, reprefents thefe to him.

.-as mofl fit to be chefen, and makes fuch a powerful

" impreflion upon his mind, as conquers his.natural aver-

fion, and excites him to will them,—It is evident in e-
very man’s experiencc,_ that our natural. pmpenﬁty te
evil ds only to evil, and that continually. - But thefe things
that are evil, appear ina falfe light to our carnal minds,

cipecially to our appetites and afletions, as things moft.
4t ta bechofen ; and while they thus appear to us good;
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aiid eligible, we could not be free, if we did not will
them. Whité we alt as rational and free agenty, we muft
wifl and clioofe what appedrs fo us fromr our prefeat
view of things moft worthy our choice. And it #s there-
fore becanfe weare i a ftate of freedom, with refpe€t
to the aifiirs of a fpiritual and moral nature, that we
- €annot habitually ¢hoofe a gracious fpiritual and hea-
venly life, until by the powerful agency of divin¢ grace
we have fuch 2n habitual impraflion vpon Sur minds,
that oveércomes our contraty inclinations, and reprefents
fuch a life moft worthy of our approbation and prrfnit.
Though we may fometimes Want freedom and litverty
in things natural (4 n14n in a dungeon cannot be faidto
be a flate of freedom) yet a rational creature, while
fiich, ¢an never want fieedom in things {piritual and
moral; fince whatever hé afs in thofe concerns, he aéts
voluntarily, and therefore freely.—Ix is troe indeed,
that finners may in fome feofe be f{aid to be in bondagé
to their lufts ¢ that is, they freely and willingly per-
form their bafc and fordid drudgery, and cannot will td-
do otherwife while in an unfan&ified ftate, - Nothing
but the law of the [pirit of life in Chrifl Fefus, can make s
free from a choéfen fubje&ion t6 the law of fin and death..
The man is notwith{tanding in a ftate of freedom, even
in this vaffalage of his affe@®ions. For though 4 life, of
fin and fenfuality is io itfelf of thé nature of thraldom
and bondage, the finner does not efléem it o2 but free--
ly puts and keeps the yoke on his own nieck. He does
but whas he wills to do, in his fubjeétion to his lufls 5
- and the believer do¢s what he wills to.do, in his fub-
jection to the Lord Jefus Chrift ; both 4& freely, though
both are voluntary fervants, It is impoffible, that a
rational creature fhould a&t otherwife than freely, while-
he aéts by counfel, whatever thie decrees of God are
eoncerning him., - ’ o ,

A right apprelien{ion of the decreesof God will make -
them appear to be fo far from taking away the freedom:
and liberty of the creature, that they muft vhake it ab- .
foiuicly neceffary, that every rationil agent fhallal

: ba o
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freely in his whole-moral-behayiour. If God in his e-.
ternal coonfel did join the means and the end together!
(as I have already proved that he did) then he did de-
cree, that the eleét fhould be faved by faith in Chriftand.
other concomitant graces, which are in themfelves free,
and voluntary.a@s of the.renewed mind, and that they.
. fhould valuntarily and of choice comply with the.terms -
e{ {alvation.. He did alfo decree, that thofe who are not.-
ele@ed, thall be finally punifbed for fiafreely. and volun-
tarily committel, And confequently the.freedom and.
liberty both of one and the other, are infallibly neceffa-
ry even . from the decrees of God.. Which confideration
alone might have been fufficient anfwer to this obje&ion.

It may be furtber obje&led againft this doétrine, that
if God has infaliibly decreed to give grace and glory to acers
tain number of mankindy and-to none€ but them, he is then..
a, Kfpeﬂe; of peyfons 3 which is diretily contrary to his word, .
Altsx, g4 '

“To whbich Ian{wer: To be a refpedter of perfons im-..
plies an unequal diftribution of juftice, from favor and .
affeCtion ; and not an unequal diftribution .of benefits,
bya bepefaétor and abfolute proprietor. When a judge
is chargeable with partiality or injuftice, becaufe biaffed .
by fomething in the.perfon or.circumftances of the par-
ty before him, fuch.as greatnefs, riches, velation, or
flattery, &g. he is a relpecter of perfons. . But whenan
abfolute proprietor, and fovereign difpofer of hisowan
benefits, beftows an undeferved kindnefs upon one,and .-
Tot upon another, he is po refpe&er of perions. . Thus,

if God. fhould forgive and {ay¢. one pgnitent believer,
and not anotherk, out of .a partial refped tq the one or
the other, becaufe they, were or were not Jew, or Gene
tile, of high, or low circumftances in the world, or the
like (notwithftanding they both fland on a level in the
‘gofpel-covenant, and 'have equal rights.belonging to .
them. in the court of governing grace) he might in this .
cafe be denominated .a relpeer of perfons. Byt inafe

‘much as he will equally and indifferently adopt, jultify,

* ang finally glorify all penitent beligvers, whatever: their, ;
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external circumftances may be, he cannot be charged

with refpe&.of perions, how differently foever he dii%riq

- butes, among a world .of rebels, fuch unmerited favors .
and benefirs, as no man can. have a.right to by.any la\vi'.‘i
covenant, cr rule of juftice. L R ¥

Thusin the quoted text, he is faid to be no refpe&er
of perfons, becaufe in every nation he that feareth God and:
worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted of him... As heisthe ruler
and judge of the world, he js equal and impartial in be-

- lowing his rewards, according to his law and covenants
of promife, which he has made the rule of his difpenfa-
tions towards us.. Asheisa fovereign proprjetor and
henefaftor,.he beftows his benefits how and where he
pleafes, without being a refpeéter of perfons :. for heis
abfolute mafter of his own favors.. )

. It is plainly vifible, to every man’s.obfervation and.:
‘experience, that.God does not beftow his benefits equal~
ly upon all that are of equal demerit.—He hasnct.made
every man an argel; nor every - angel an arch-angel.
‘He has not made every ftone a beaft; nor every beaft a.
guan. He has not given to every man equal powers ox-
faculties of mind 5. nor equal advantage to get riches,
ar honor, health or comtfart in.the world.. " And dare
any man call him toan account for thefe aéts of his for
vereignty, as a refpefler of perfons?- S

If we apply this to.the cafe before us, thers will be
found no room at all for this obje(tion.. In the des

.cree of ele@ion God a&ed as. a fovereign benefaétor s -
and had he not right as fuch, to havemercy upon whaom he -
weuld have_mercy, when he was under no obligation by

any law, covenant, ot promife, or by any thingelfe but
his own fovereign pleafure P—Could he.not determine
who fhould be the objeéts of his fpecial grace and favor, .
withouyt refpe&k of perfons ? Though many are called,,
and but few chofen, is our eye therefore evil becaufs he is .

" good ? -Is it mot lawful for him to do.what he will with his :
eswn? Asour Lord arguesin this.very cale, Mat.xx. .
5w 16.. N4 . o

it.ha&bccn objefted alfo againtt this dofrine, Thar it

!
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cuts the finews of all endeavors to obtain fulvation ; and
brings prefumption into the world. For if we are elefled,
we fhall be fure te obtain falvation, do what we will ; and
if mot, we fhallbe fure not to obtain it, do what we can.—I
is therefore to mo purpofe to firive.

In anlwer to which I would obféerve, that if this ob-
je@ion be juft from the infallibility of. Ged’s- etérnal
counfel & purpofe, it is eqaally juft from the infalliilic
ty of God’s eternal fore-knowledge. For the -fores
knowledge of God renders the event as certain and mee
ceffary, as his eternal counfel can .do. What God did
foreknow fhould come to pafs, muft certainly and infal«
libly come to pafs; or eife he could not have foreknown
it, as has been confidered before. And now let the
objeftor confider whether he dare deny the omnifcience
- of God, upon fuch kind of réafoning as this in the ob-
" jeRion: Whether he dare venture to fay, that God
eannot be omnifcient, that he could not foreknow 2H
future events ; for if he did foreknow our falvation,
we fhall be faved, do what we will ; or if he foreknew
that we fhall net be faved, we thall not be faved, do-
what we can.—I prefume, there are but few will ven-
ture fo far as to deny the knowledge of God, from fuch
vain imaginations of their own, How then dare they
venture o deny the decrees of' God, from fuch reafori-
ings as prove a great deal too much, if they prove any
thing at-all, and which muft be wholly imperiinent, if
they do not prove that God cannot be icfinite >—This
therefore fhews, that the objeftion cannot be well
grounded, how plaufibi¢ foever it may appear, fince it
militates againl{) the perfections of God, and even
againt his very Being: for a God without omnifcience,
is no God.

I muft further obferve,. that this whole obje&ion is
foonded vpon a miftaken apprehenfion of the decrees
of God.  God has not decrecd to fave any but perfever-
ing faints ; ‘and he has decreed to {ave all fucht Hence
there can be no reom. for the fuppofal, that any fhall
be faved, do what they will3 or that others fhall perifh,,

clel
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do what they can. If God has chofen any man to fal-
vation, he has chofen him alfo to fan@ification ; he has
decreed that by faith in Chrift, by a life of holinefs, and
by perfeverance in both and in no other way, he fhalt
obtain eternal life 5 as I have particularly (hewn above,
And what grounds can there then be for thefe confe- -
quences P What grounds for pre{fumption, in this doc~
trine of the decrees? When it is certain, not.only from
the word, but frem the decrees of God, that no finally
impeniteat unbeliever fhall ever get to Heaven; and
that no perlevering {aint fhall ever fall fhort of it. The
ktter make their eleétion, and the former their repro-
bation, fure. They who are chofen to falvation, are
ehofen to it-in.a way of faith and holinefs; and there-
fore they who have thefe qualifications, are certainly
elefted, and thell be eternally faved.  But they who
want thefe qualifications, who finally cortinue to reje&
an offercd: Saviour, and- to live flothful and irreligious
Jives, have no decree in their favor. They will never
ebtain falvation by virtue of God’s decree, that.do not
obtain it upon the terms propoled in the gofpel; for
God has never decreed falvation to any man.upon other
terms. : :

Thefe things being confidered, it will appear, .the ab-
folute decrees of God are fo: far from encouraging pre-
fumption,- that they are in themf(elves a. powerful argu-
ment to the utmoft diligence and adlivity in the con-
cerns of our fouls-and their eternal fafety, If God has
never decreed falvation to any man in any other way but
this, may 1 hope to be favedin the negle& of this only
appointed. m=ans to obtain it ? Doesit not concern me
¥o be in earneft in this matter, fince I am certain from:.
the nature and counfels,, as well as from the word of -
God, that I muft inevitably perith, uplefs T give my-
£1f up.to Chrift, and live to God in all boly converfar
sion and godlinefs? In:this way, I may make fureto.
myfelf that I was eternally chofen to f‘alvatiqn s butin
the contrary ‘way, my - cternal perditicn will be mofk:
cextain and unavoidable, Docs not thercfore my eteks.

»¥
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nity depend upon mot allive diligence to make my call
ing and elettion fure ? g '

If we fhould confider this obje@tion with a reference
to the common affairs of life, it may perhaps fet the
unreafonablenefs and injuftice of it in a fuller and clears
er light, We read, Job xiv. 5—7hat our days are de-_
termined,. the number of our months is with God, ke has
appointed our bounds that we canmnot pafs. Now wil}
any man argue from hence, that there is no occafion to
eat or drink, or ufe any means for the fupport or pre-
fervation of his life ; for if the continuance of his life
be decreed, he fhall live do what ke will; and if mot,
he fhall die, do what he can? Does niot every one feé
that their lives are preferved, and confcquently that
God decreed they fhoold be preferved by meat, drinky
medicine, and other methods of fupport ard fuftentatis
en; and that there is- no decree will preferve them in
the negleét of thefe, Anddothey not a& accordingly ?
Our fecular affairs were czrtainly the obje@ts of Ged’s

~~dscrees, as well as the mote impostant concerns of ctr
foul’s eternal intereft, Even the Aairs of our head are:
numbered, in the counfel of God. And will any man
argue from hence, that there is no neced to plow or
fow ; that if God has decreed hin a harveft, he fliall
have it do what he will; if not, he fhall have none do
what ke can? Does not every one fee, that the decree
of God will nottill the ground, fow the feed, nor bring
them a crop, while they loiter away tlieir time, and
negleQ their bufinefs? Do nat all men fee, that if God
‘has decreed them a hatveft, he lra¢ decreced that they
fhall obtain it in the ufe of the appointed méans, and
nootherwife ; that if they do not fow, they cannot hépe
toreap? And do not they behave accordingly > How ups+
reafonable then is this obje€tion ! How unreafonable &
prefumption would it be, for any to venture their eter-
nity upon fuch an iffue, as they dare not venture their
dives or their eftates upon ! .
- Having thus obviated the common ebjections, that
bave beca throws in our way, L mufk proceed moyw to
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the confideration of the other propofitions before men-
tivned. But inafmuch as thefo have been oceafionally
anticipated in the foregoing difcourfe, 1 fhall be very
brief in their difcuflidn. '

Provr. 11, Allthat God kas elefled to eternal life, he has
“¢hofen to falvation by and threugh the Lord. Fefus Chrift,

. We.do fee, in fall, that the whole race of mankind

are fallen creatures; and that if any of them do attain
cternal life, they muft be faved from a loft perifhing
candition. - And it is confequently evident, that man
. was. confidered as a fallen creatyre, in God’s eternal
couplel 5 and that the eleft were chofen to be fayed
from this loft undone ftate, which the fall has brought
us all into, Now, if fallen man was the objeét of God’s
cleQing love, he muft be chofen to falvation in a way
agreeable to all the perfe&ions of the divine nature,
Since therefore we find from the word of God, that
our falvation by the merits and mediation of Chrift
is the method, whereby God bas provided to have mer-
¢y and truth myct together, and righteoufnefs and peace kifs
sach other ; we may fafely conclude, that this is the
way in which God cternally determined the falvation
of the elo&. In this way he has in time provided, and
thereforeeternally determined, fedeclare his righteoufnefs,
that e might be juft, and the juflifier of him which believeth
in Fefus; according to Rom. iii. 26. We are accord-
ingly told, that the crucifixion of Chrilt was by the de-
sexminate counfel and fore-knowledge of God. A&sii. 23
~—~What his hand and counfel determined before to be done.
A&s iv, 28—That the ele® had their names written in
the book of life, of the Lamb flain, from the foundation of
the world, Rev, xiii. 8—And that their falvation is sc-
cording to Ged’s own purpefe and grace, which was given
them in Chrifl Fefus before the world began: 2 Tim. i. g.

‘This then is the way of- falvatien, which God has
decreed : This the only foundation of our hope. Both
the decrees of God, and the gofpel of our Lord Jefus
Chrift, {ecure {alvation to the bekiever in this way ; and
ia noother, Whooverare chofen to eternal falvation, will
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"bebrought to fee their undone ftate and inability.to help
themfelves, to defpair of falvaticn by any thing they.
can do, to receive the Lord Je:"us Chrift by faith ;- aod
to depend upon him as the:ir wifdom, rizhteoulnefs,
fanification and redemption. Uniil they thus lead the-
life that they live here i the fie/s b it juich of tne Som of.
God, they can have nc evide.szar 2 of their deétion.
But I pafs to the other wp.il & i ] :
Provr. 1. All who are chi v v 7. #al 1{{14‘.7;‘1'(,‘7: tnand
by the Lovd Fefus Chrift, fhuse (¢ !sni'it21, and thereby
wnade meet to partake of it. : ’
~ The marks and evidencas of ¢ 2. -z ‘nen muft, in
ordinary, be found with all ti.= elcéi, «<ven in this life,
. They are chofen in Chriji, that they fion "~ be holy-and with-
cut blame before him in lve.—] 2 00 noW comlidering
the cafe of cle& infants, who die in infzncy. " He who
has told us, of fuch is the kingdom of heaven, knows how.
to give them a title to it 3 aud dues doubtlefs qualify.
‘them for falvation by the fan¢iifying infiuences of his
fpirit. Nor fhall I venture to limit thg holy One of
Ifrael, by determining, as {fome have done, ti:at none
can beconverted in the laft hours of their lives, and ne-
ver have opportunity to evidence their elc&ion, to
themf{elves or others, by a life of holinefs, But as we
may fafely conclude, that this is not God’s ordinary
method of dealing with us, and that fuch converfions are
always to us fufpicious and doubtful; fo we may certain-
1y conclude, that in adult perfons a holy life 1s the na..
tural and, in ordinary cafes, the neceffary fruit and con-
{equence of God’s electing love. - He that has not been
‘brought to {ubmit to God, and walk humbly with the
the Lord, and to mourn for his {ins, to hate and forfake
them : He that does not cut off iis right hand or foot,.
and pluck out his right eye, if it offend him: He that does
not babitually watch over his heart and life, and Aate
wevery falfe way; that dees not. ferioufly and diligently.
attend all the ordinances of religious worfhip, and live
_in the exercife of every grace, and the pradlile of every
. duty towards God and mau; that does act, after all,
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lament the imperfetions which neceffirily accompany
his higheft dttainments in this imperfeét ftate, and look
Sor the mercy of our Lord Fefus Chrift to eternal life 3 fuch
an one, I fay, has not the marks and charadters of God’s °
ele®ing love upon bis foul, nor fufficient grounds to
conclude upon his interelt in it. He has no grounds
indeed to conclude the contrary, becaufzs he-is yet in
his {tate of probation; and thongh he has not ebtained,
he may yet obtain the fan&ifying influences of the {pi-
rit of grace, that will both incline and enable him to
live a life of holinefs, and thereby evidence his eleétion
of God, This, however, {s to be received for an un~
doubted truth, that the will of God is always invariably
the fame ; and that what he has revealed to be his will
in his.word, was-his will from all eternity ; and confe-
quently, finece God’s word requires holinefs, as the way
to happinels, they who are a chofen generation, are alfo
an holy mation, a peculiar people, that they fhould fhew
Sforth the praifes of him that has called them out of darknefs
inte his marvellous light. 1 Pet. ii. g.

There is fo little reafon to fear the decrees of God,
when rightly confidered, will prompt to a life of care-
leflnefs and fecurity, wickednefs and impisty, that
they evidently have every way the ftrengelt tendency
to the contrary. They who, from fan&ification, have
ro evidences of their elefion, had need ufe earpeft di-
ligence to obtain them; for, as I have already fhewn,
they can be obtained Ao other way ; and they can hive
no grounded comfort or reafon to conclude either their
cletion or falvation, while they live in a habit of wilful
megligenceor impiety. They who have good evidefces of
their cle@ion do not only live a life of holinefs in courle,
without which they canoot poffibly have any fuch evi.
dences ; but they muft neceffarily, from the principles of
their renewed nature, take pleafure and delight in a con-
formity to the whole will of God. 1In a truly fandti-
fied foul, old things are pajfed away, and atl things are he-
come new. The underftanding, the will, affe&tions and
difpofitions of the rencwed mind are {piritual; wheacs:
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he canpot but approve, choofe and delight in @ new
-and fpiritual life and cenverfation, He 5 God’s work-
manfhip, created in Chrift Fefus unto good works, whick
" Ged hath before ordained that he fhould walk in them, Eph.
ii. 10.—Satisfying evidences of God’s eternal love will
fill the minds with admiring, adoring thovghts of fueh
diftinguithing kindnefs, and be a .continued fource of
love, thankfulnefs and obedience in the foul that lives
under the light of God’s countenance.—They who
knory the love of Chrifty which paffeth knowledge, are thereby
ﬁlﬁ with all the fulnefs of Ged. Eph., iii, 19.—The love
.¢f Chrift conftraineth us. 1 Cor. v, 14.
1 fhall wow proceed to make fome refle@ions upon
swhat has been {aid, by way of Improvement. . ‘
.Usz L. It is1 think,apatural inference from what has
‘been faid and proved, That there is a cextain number of
-snankind, who ave not elected {6 eternal life, and who will,
of confequence, .certainly fall fhort of .it.——1 fhall not
here undertake the difpute, whether all that perifh, are
‘by a pofitive and ablolute decree of God pre-determin-
.ed to.a life of fin, and to eternal deftruétion for their
.fin. - There has been {uch-bold difpating, on both fides
.of this queftion, and fuch bold confequences drawn
from the ideas, which bath parties have entertained
of the nature of God, that I cannot read thofe cantro-
verfies without horror. And what occafion is there
for thele over-curious enquiries? Cannot fuch poor
duft, as we, be contented to acknowledge our igno-
rance of thefe unfearchable myfteries of the divine pa-
- .ture ! Methinks, the apoftle’s folemn reprimand might
- be fufficient to ftop eur mouths, and filence our confi-
dent metaphyfical difputes about the operations of the
.mijnd of God, and the manner how his iofinite perfedti-
.ons concur in the decres of reprobation. Rom. ix. 20.
~oNay, but, O man,.who art theu that replieft againft God ?
Shall the thing formed fay to him that formed it, Why haft
Ahou made me thus ?>~——As there is nothing more clearly
revealed in the {cripture, nothing is a more neceflary
#leduftion from the cfential perfetions of God, as I
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have fthewn above, than God’s abfolate choice of a cer=
tain number to grace and glory, it is from hence cer-
tain, that the number of the elef can neither be increaf- .
ed or diminithed. Their number is no more capable of
change, than the eternal counfel by which they are
chofen. Thus the foundation of God, with refpe&t tor
each individual of that chofen number, ftandeth fure.
So likewife, on the contrary, God’s eleing a certain
number does neceflarily imply his not cleéting of the’
reft, whofe number muft be equally certain to God 7
and therefore equally incapable of increafe or dimiou-
tion.. As thofe will certainly be faved, fo thefle wilF
certainly fall fhort of falvation.—The certainty of the
falvation of the elef depends upon God’s decree to give
them eternal life, and by grace to qualify them for it.
Is there not thén an equaf certainty, that they will not’
obtain falvation, to whom God has not determined tor
give thefe gracious qualifications? Whoevet obtains
eternal falvation, muft be made meet for it by faith in.
Chrift, and holinefs of heart and life. Bur fallen crea-
tures can have neither of thefe, neither the will nor the’
deed, unlefs: God change their hearts, and' renew them
" in the {pirit of their minds. Aud can we fuppofe that
God will do this fer them, if he has not pre-determin-
ed to do it > This were to fuppofe a change of purpofle’
in God, which is inconfiftent with ill his perfeétions,
I am fenfible, that very great difficulties may arife in-
our minds from the coatemplation of this awful fub-
je&t, which perhaps may never be fully and clearly re-
moved, until we come where we thall krow cven as alfo
we are known. A reconciliation of alk the myfteries of
God’s eternal counfel, with his revealed, will, feems to-
be referved for one of the employments and enjoyments
of the heavenly werld.—In the mean time, it becomes:
us with humble adoration to fall down at the footftool
of God’s fovereignty, with fuch language as that, Rom..
Ri. 33, 34. - O the depth of the riches both of the wifdom'
and knowledge of God! How unfearchable are his judg-
maents ; and hisways pafk finding out ! For who hath known

N
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* the mind of the Lovd, or who hath been his counfillor 7

I think, however, that God has not left us without
fofficient light to clear up to every humble mind, that
God’s ways are cqual, and our ways are unequal. .

Ifit here be objelted, That this feems inconfifient with
the goodnefs and jujiice of God, to make our fin and guilt
Zu’cquy, and funifh us eternally for what we cannct

elp. -

[ anfwer, if God’s decrees were the caufe of our fin
and guilt there might then perkaps be fome foundation
for this obje@ion. But inafmuch as the decrees of God
bave po caufality at all either of the fin or perdition of
wicked men, the objction is groundlefs. Though we

‘cannot fully underfland the order and manner of
the divine counfels, with refpe@ to the perdition
of thale that are not chofen to falvation by Ckrifty
but this, like the appearance in Ezekiel’s vifion, is high
and dreadful : Yet we may certainly know, that God
never decreed the deftrution and perdition of any man,
but for final continuance in fin. And we are likewile
eertain, that he cannot by his decree, or any other way,
be the caule and author of that {in which.he will final-

_ly punith, The former of thef¢ is certain from the
~word of Ged, where we are affured, that the foul that
Sins hall diz ; that God hath no pleafure tn the death of the
wicked; and that he will eternally punith none but
thole, who after their harduefs and impenitent heart,
treafure up wrath againft the day of wrath s and corife-
guently that he decreed to punifh none but fuch.—
The latter of thefe is certsin trom the pature of God,.
~ who is of purer eyes than to bahold iniguity ; and confe-

quently cannot be the author of what his foul hates.

The fins of the reprobate are from Satan and their own

‘heartss their future punifiment will be for the fins
which they have voluntarily committed and impenitent-
ly continued in. The decrees of God have no kand in
procuring éither the one or the other. How then can.
we fay, that the way of the Lord is not equal ? Certainly
it will appear ia the conclufion;’ that zi¢ Fudge of alk '
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the earth hath done right. He will be jufitfied when he
Jbeaks, and clear-when he judges. = - moe e
“The certainty and infallibility of the event does in~'
deed follow from the decrees of God, confider thenr in
what fenfe we' will, ' If weallow no more ‘than God’s’
tore-knowledge of the fin and punifhment of the repro-’
bate, that makes the futurity of both moft certain; as I’
Have fully proved already:’ But by what confequence will’
it follow, that God cannot be good and juft, becaufe he
igomnifcient ? Is it not on the contrary méft certiin;
that he muft be good and juft; becaufe he is omnifci--_
ent? For if he be.infinite in one, he muft be infinite
in every oneof his perfe&ions. This makes it evident,®
that there ‘may be from the decrees of God an infalli-
ble certainty of the finners perdition, confiftent with
the divine juflice and goodnefs. “And we maft not ven="
tare to fuppofefuch a decree as is neceffarily inconfift-
enr with either. - Tt e T e
-‘The comtmon -occafion of the confufion of meén’s
minds upon this {ubje is this. - They do ‘not diftin-*
gttith between the neceflity or infallible certainty of the-
event from the decree of God, and:God’s caufing, com-*

pelling, or fome way or other bringing to pafs that’

event by his decree. But in the prefent cafe there is

an infinite” difference between thefé two ideas. ' The” =

former implies 1o more than the etérnal opération of”
God’s mind within himfelf (if I may fo fpeak) without'
any influence upon the creatpre, and utterly unknown’
te him. ' The latter . fuppofes God’s agency upén the®
wiind ‘of the creature, intlining him to fin's and thereby-
conftraining Him to perifh, The former is & neceffary’
dedu&lion from God’s infinite nature, as I have fhewn 3
‘the latter 'is horrible blafphemy, to be rejedted with!
sbhorrence. There is no necéflity to be {uppofed in
this cafe from the decrees of God; but'a neceflity of in<'
tallibility ; that'is, that the event will be ceftain and:¢
cannot fail. But how does that imply any’compulficn !
upon the creature, whereby the event is brought-about 3 !
& he conftrained to fin & perith > There is no conne&jom:

i . . :r‘..,_.,.s‘z-' L L
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between the neceflity & conftraint,asI have proved. Mem
may a& in this {enfe neceflarily ; and yet a&k moft free-
ly. and voluntarily, without any compulfion. They
cannot be compelled by the eternal counfel of Ged,.
which could not aé&t upon them infinite ages befere they
had any beinﬁ. They cannot be compelled by God’s:
influencing them to fin: for God cannot bhe tempted of
evil ; ncither temptheth he any man. James i. 23. And
why is not this fufficient to fatisfy our minds ? What.
occafion can there be for our perplexing ourfelves with: -
unneceflary dificulties, about the hidden and unfearch-
able eounfel of God P
It may perhaps be further obje&ed's that this does not:

appear confiflent with the general calls and offers of falvati--

on in the gofpel. How can thefe be fincere, when God knows:
‘that a great part of the world of mankind can never accept

them ? -He hag not determined to give them grace; and ft:

is therefore necefJaxy that they. muft live and die in a grace~

defi flate. And is it not @ mackery, to propofe fuch. con~
ditions to them which they cannot comply with ;. and yet

punifh them for their now~campliance with thefe impeffible
conditions ? . o

To this. I anfwer & How eomes it to pafs, that they

cannot comply with thefe propolals of the Gofpel ? The

decree of Ged is no. caufe of their impotency, any more:

than it is the caufe of their fin, God made man upright,,
espable of obedience to his whole will concerning bim ;.
and his not. decreeing te _give him grace, isno caufe of
his wanting this primitive perfeétion. If Ged’s not

decreeing to give Adam. perfevering grace, was the
<aufe of his apeftacy, then the caufe of his apoftacy was.

ip God himfelf ; and God was the adutbor of his fin s

which -is blafphemy to fuppofe. The cavfe therefore

of qur firft apoflacy, and of all the impotency flowing

from it, is from man himlelf. And muft God change

his law, or retract his demands of obedience from us,
“becaufe by our own fault. we are become incapable of
opedience ? If 2 mafter in a morning command his fer-.
vant his work till night, is the fervant guildle(s and une
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worthy. of punifhment, if he wilfally break his axe or
fpade; and. thereby render. himfelf incapable of obedi-
ence 2 1f God had left all the finful progeny of Adam
to perith in a gracelefs ftate, we fhiould have had no:
caufe to- find. fault ;. for he owed no grace to any of.
us. If he gives grace to fome and not to others, he.
alls-as a fovereign benefaor, that may do what he will:
with his own. If’Ke require perfeét obedience from:
an impotent creature,. he requires no more:than what:
is due.to him by the law of nature ;: and the impotence’
of the creature being his fault, deferves punithment ; and.
not the reward of {an&ifying grace from God. The
fam of the matter then is, that God makes propofals of*
falvation indifferently to all. They that.comply with:
them fhall reap the benefit ;. and as for others,. whether:
they are confidered as-impotent; that they cannot, or-
obftinate. that they will net comply, the fault is their:
own; and God and his throne are guiltlefs. : 1 have:
here, it is:truey confidered all.mankind under the gnilt:
of Adam’s finy, which is a fa fo clearly revealed in:
feripture,. that- it-ought not 1o be called inte queftion,.
See Romu v..12. forward.. Bfal. li. 5 with many:
other places.. And though it.-would be an impertinent:
digreflion, to endeavor an.illuftration ef that point at
prefent 3 I.hope hereafter to attempt that alfo,.if God:
fhall give me. ability and opportunity.. :

1 add to this :. God has-decreed ‘to gite to the repro--
bate more power and ability, than-they will ever im.--
prove.. Geod does in faét give, and thercfore has de--
creed to give, even to them; a natoral power to confi--
der of their. finful and dangerous-eftate and condition,..
to- endeavor.to mousn :for their fins, to watch againft-
them, and reform them, to pray:.to him in {ome. mana-
ner with diligence and cenftancy for the fanéifying in--
Auences of his bleffed {pirit, to attend upen all the ap--
pointed means-of grace in order to obtain both grace
and glory ; & to endeavor to be fincerc inall this: And: .
nane.of them will be able to. plead in the day of Chrilt,.
that. thcy, went as. far. as they could by their naturak:
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power, in a compliance with the will of God, and in
fecking his gracions influences; and yef after all he de+
nied them fpecial grace. ‘It is true, that God ksew
from eternity that they would not improve thefe natu='
ral powers: But he alfo knew that 7t would be thieir:
own fault; that they do ‘et improve them. "Muft not*
‘he offer them terms of falvation worthy of a 'rational
creature, endued with fuch power and faculties, becaufe-
he knew that they would not embrace them? Do nev
they deferve perdition, that-will not fo much as endess
ver to perform: what obedience they are capable of ¥
And is not this the.cafe of every impenitent finner ? "~
. Let us further confider were is the feat of this'impo-
tency, ia thofe that are not chofen to falvation.; that
it is in their wills, They will not come unto Chrifl, that-
they might have life. John v.:40.—It cannot be faid of
any man, that he is truly willing to comply with the
terms of falvation, .to accept of Chrift as offered in the
gofpel, to depend vpon him only as the fountain of-
grace and life, and to live to him in-the exereife of:
godlinefs and honefty ; and yet that he wanted ability’

to livs conformable to his will. For ‘what is. faith in.
* Ghrift, but.the proper exercife of our wills? He that

indeed choofes the' Lord  Jefus Chrift for his Savioury
.his portion and confidence, has unfeigned faith in him.
It is true, an unregenerate man cannot believe in: Chrft;
that is, bhe cannot be willing to accept of him upoa.
gofpel terms. - Were he fincerely willing to comply
with the propofals, of the gofpel, he would have atu-'
al faith in Chrit. 'What 18 repentance, but the exer-’
_cife of -our wills ? He that reje&eth and renounceth all
his-lufts and idols, and' choofeth a life of holinefs, is a-
true penitent.- The inability of a- natural man to re-’
pent of his fins, confifts efpecially inthis, that he can.
not- be fincerely willing to forfake wll his fins, and te
live:a holy life of obedience to God. The like may be’
faid of all the graces of the {pirit,” Every rational ereature ",
is, while fuch, a free agent, in his whole moral conduét 3
and every free agent adls according to bis ewn will,
. F R JTh
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- Let the finner’s impotency therefore be 1ightly denv-
minated ; and.it mait be called abftinacy. Let this ob-
jeétion be fairly reprefented ; and it muft ftand thus:
How can God be fincere in the general cffers of faluation in
‘the gofpel, when he forefaw from eternity an obflinate part
. of mankind, that would not by any means be perfuaded to
comply with them 2 This is juft ftating the cale; and a
bare ftating it in this form is fufficient. . .

Once more. There is no man living knows.that he
is not chofen to eternal life ; nor can know itbut by an
obftinate final perfeverance in fin and impenitence.
As the offers of falvation in the gofpel are’ made indit-
ferently to all, fo all have a like natural capacity to be
-moved and influenced by them. And no man whatfo-
ever has any more grounds of difcouragement before
hirs Gpon the account of God’s decrees, than every man
in the world has.  Our bufinefls therefore is not to ftand
difputing about the unlearchable myfteries of God’s
eternal counfel 3 but te be moft a&ive and carneft and
conftant in fecking an intereft in Chrilt and his falva<
tion. . In this way we may hope for the faving-eflicacy:
of his grace, and in no other. If we are found in this
way, thete is no decree that will compel us to fin and
perifh, . If we are never found in this way, there can
be no decree to {ave us. - -

Use 1L This doftrine adminiflers matter of un{peakable
comfort to true belicvers, toall that have experience of &
work of grace in their fouls ; in that their fecurity of per=
Jevering in grace unto eternal_falvation, is thereby propor-
tionadle to the evidences of their fandification.—~I1t is cera
~tain, that if God has begun a work of grace in their -
fouls, he has done this agreeable to his eternal counfel.
He has had no new purpofe or defign, no new motive-
to a&t with refpef to them. And if he eternally put-
pofed to fzn&ify them, he alfo eternally purpofed toglo-
rify them. He never defigned their fanétification to.
any lower end. They may thercfore be afcertained,
that as he bas begun, he willalfo carry on this work of
grace iu their fou 5, unto the day of Chriftv—HWho fhalk

-
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lay any thing to the charge of God’s ele#? fince it is Ged
that juflifieth them, Who is he that comdemmeth thofe whe
have thus evidenced their ele€tion of God? It is Chrift
who died, yearather that is rifen again, who is even at the
right hand of God, who alfo maketh interceffion for them.

Who fhall feparate thet from the love of  Chrift 2 Shall tri-
“bulation, or difivefs, or perfecition, or famine, or nakednefs,

or porily or fword? No furely ! They may be perfiiaded,
' #kat reither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor few:rs, nor things prefent, mor things do comze, nov
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, fhall be able to fe-
Darate thes from the love of Gody which is in Chrif? Fefus
our Lord. Rom. viii. 33—39. =

What a diftrefling confideration muft it be to fuch

who have once experienced tl:e joy and peace of believ-
ing, if they had preater reafon to fear a total apoilacy
from this happy ftate, than to hope for perfeveratice in
it? And fuch muft be their cafe, if theirhope were
Bot built upon this fure foundation. For if their ftabi-
lity depended upon any thing in themfelves, upen their
good purpoles, promifes, or defigns of a religious life,
how many theufand dangers would there be in the way?}
What a dreadful bazard would there be, that by “the
ftrength of their own corruptions, the fubtle and pow-
erful temptations of Satan, the vanities of the werld,
the allurements of wicked men, er a gradual decay of
their graces, they fhould draw back unto perdition?

. But on the contrary, what inexpreffible comfort.muft
it be to them, to confider, that the prefent influences of
the fpirit of grace which they experience in their own
fouls, are the pledge and earneft of their perfeverance
n grace, and of their eternal reward! And this is the:
neceflary confequence of the dcétrine I have been infift-
ing upon. For he that has manifefted his love to any
of us by giving us fan&ifying grace, hasloved us with
an everlafling louve; and will certainly Jlove usto the
end.  Could fuch therefore but keep a juft view of this
comfortable do@rine before them, how would it fill
Sheis fouls with even raptures of adimiratien and praife:
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ofthe cternal diftinguithing love of God! How would
it quicken and invagorate them in their {piritual race,
when they have fuch a clear profpedt of the glorious
prize before them ? Hbw would it ftrengthen them in
all the rough encounters they may meet with, when
they confider what a glorieus Captain tliey fight under,
and what affurance they have of vi€ory in the conglu-
fion? How would it endear the Lord Jefus Chrift to
them, in whom they are chofen to ctermal life! How
would it fill them with leve to God and his fervice,
when they confider him as a kind indulgent Fathers
and themfelves, the’ moft unworthy, as adopted ‘heirs -
of the eterpal inheritance! How would it fill them with
a perpetual abhorrence of every fin, as vile ingratitude
to fuch a bountiful benefa&or ! How would it fweeten
even death itfelf, when they confider it as an entrance
into the joy of .their Lord ! And how weuld it prove a
conftant fource of peace and contentment in all their
trials ; be their Song in the Roufe of their pilgrimage ; and
make the ways of wildom appear indeed ways of plea~
Jantnefs 5 and all her paths peace ! .
Use III. This doftrine may be improved by way of
moft earneft exhortation to every one, to give all dili-
genceto make his calling and eledtion fure; according to
that 2 Pet, i. 10. It is certainly atteinable in this life,
to make fure to ourfelves, that we were chofen in Chrift
$efore the foundution of the world ; otherwife it would not
be urged upon us by the apoftle, as-our duty and inte-
reft. And if attainable, how juftly does it challenge
our utmoft care, concern and application! We ace care-
ful to fecure’a good title to our houfes and lands ; and
are uneafy, while we think our title precarious. Butit
1s of infinitely greater importance to fee ta'it, that our
foundation for eternity is well laid. And I venture to
fay, Iam perfuaded that there is no individual perfon a-
mong us bit may, if he be not really wanting to him-
felfy make it certain to him, that kis name was, from
eternity, enrolled in the book of Jife. Though it be true,
that thisis not in fadt the cafe of every one, ”,l have

»
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proved before; yet it is alfo true, that it in reality is
the cafe of all fuch who, with the utmoft care, watch- -
fulnefs, and diligence, and with a humbling fenfe of
their own unworthinefs, are conftantly found at the
footftool of divine grace, feeking for an intercft in
Chrift, and the graciousinfluences of the bleffed {pirit;
and that earneftly and conftagtly, with a humble de-
pendence on the grace of God, endeavor after all holy
converfation and godlinefs, They who negle&t this
have dark {ymptoms upon them, and have no grounds
te conclude theirelection of God. Though we cannet
claim citker grace or glory on account of what we do or
cando; yet if we perfevere in the way defcribed, God
has encouraged us to expe@ that he will, and therefore
we may hope that he certainly will for his own fake,
not for ours, glorify his free grace inour fandtification
and falvation. He has not faid to the koufe of Faceb, Seek
yeme in vain. 1f weare fledfaft, immoveable, alway, a-
bounding in the work of the Lord, our labor fhall not be in
vain in the Lord, They whoare not ele&ted will not in-
deed ever come to do this, and fo will certainly perifh,
But then the immediate caufe and moral reaforr of this is
wholly in themfelves. They neglett the great falvation ;
they rjﬁﬂ and quench the holy Jpirit; they will not _frame
their dotngs to turn to the Lord : Thus they are wanting
to themfelves, and rhey will perith through their own
fault, ' ' : -

There is fomething therefore before us of much great-
ter importance than ever-curious enquiries, abftract fpe~
culations, & diftradting debatesabout the decrees of God.

. Irisa vattly ({;reater concern to get fome folid evidence

of our intereft in God’s elefting love. O why are we not
then in earpeftin an affair of fuch everlafting confequence?
Why do not this exertife our thoughts and care more
than every thing elfe ? Why do not it lie down and
rife with us, and accompany us in the whole condu@ of
ourfives? Can we reft contented in a dreadful uncer-
tainty, whether we are liks to be faved or damned to
all eternity ¥ Can we be contented while we have no
r : ) -
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gronnds to conc]uje, that we muft not fpend a doleful
~eternity in weeping and wailing and gnafhing of teeth,
" under the intolerable agonies of infiajte vengeascet —
Let us then up aod be doing, and we may hope the
Lord will be with us, There is no need to fearch ioto
the archieves of eternity to know our ftate, There i
no need to {ay in our hearts, Wo fhall afcend into hedo
. wen to bring us an account from thence, or who fhall de-
Jfeend into the deep tobring up one from thence? The-gyi-
dence is nigh us, even in our own hearts and lives,.
conformed to the word of Chrift, and if we-do but fol«
low thefe two diré&ions we cannot fail of obtsining it,
1. Let us make our calling {ure, and that will make
our ele®ion fure. Whom ke predeflinated. them he alfo
callvd. If we are effectually called, it is an evideace
for us that we are alfo predeftinated. If we make this
fure, the other will be equally certain. P
Let us then ftrive to make {ure to ourfelves thefince~
rity of our repentanee towards God. That we have: feen
the evil of fin, have feen our finfulnefs by nature: and

' pradtice, and abliorred ourfelves in out ewn eyes phave

heartily mourned for, hated and forfaken our fins wishi-
outreferve, and turned from them to God 5 that we in=
duige no finful way, either of heart.or converiatian;
either of amiflion or commiffions but watch 3pd pray
againft them all, and are burdened with, and long for
delivetance from all oyr remaising. imperfe&ions, - Let .
this be fure, and our eleRion. isalfo fure. - For God lias
. promifed, and therefore he has decreed, that he who
repents and is converted, fhall have his fins blotted outy @ -
gain/l the times of refrefhing fhall come from the prefence of
the Lord. . R P2 R Lo
- -Let us make fure of a lively, faith in the' Lord Jefus .-
Chrift, and we may be fure _qfl opr.elaflion, . A5 adny
as were ordained unto eternal life believed. Aéls xiii. 48.
—Lect usthen get good evidences that we have renosnc
ed all confidence in the flefh s that we have come, wretch-
ed and miferable, and poor, and blind, and naked to Chrifi ;. .
that we have heartily rece’iv;d him vpon hisown terms s -
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that we arc looking unto Fefus as our righteoufnefs and
Slrength ; that we depend upon him enly as the author of
our eternal falvation, and we (hall thereby have good e-
- vidence, that we were ordained to eternal life, -
Let us make fure of a true love to God, and we fhall
thereby make fure to ourlclves that he hath eternally
Joved us. For we love him becaufe he firft loved us. 1 John
iv. 19. If.we can make it evident to ourfelves, that
we have chofen an intereft in God’s favor above all the
woerld 3 that we delight in a conformity to hisimitable
perfedtions ;3 that we delight in his ordinances, prize
-communion with him, and love his people ; this makes
sur calling and fo our eletion fure. :

. 2. Let us make fure to ourfelves, that we maintain
-an-habitaal courfe of holinefsin heartand life ; and this
-alfo will be a geod evidence for us, that we were cter-
‘nally. chofen of God to be heirs of everlafting falvation,
"1f we are chofen tofalvation, it is through fan&ification of
the fpirit,as I have particularly thewn already. It con-
~ cerns us, therefore, to make it fure to ourfelves, that

“we maintain a fri® watch over our hearts and lives,
axercifing ourfelves umto godlinefs, flviving againf? fin, and
labaring to. perfoll holinefs in the fear of God 3 that we
are confcientiondly careful to be found walking in all the
commandmsents and ordinances of the Lord blamelefs ; that
“our affeCtians are placed upon things above 3 that we
bave ourconverfation in beaven ; and that weare dili-
gently endeavoring to ‘maintain a life of picty towards
God, and-righteoufnels towards men.” Andin this way,
though many difallowed imperfe&tions will accompany
our higheft attainments, we may be affured; that He whe
has given us his own Som, and in him given us grace to
ferve him, will with him alfo freely give us all things., For
&f hims,” and through hitky and tohim; are'all things; To
whow be glovy for 'tver, AMEN, - RN
b e ! T T
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RoMANS V. 12,

Wherefore, as By one man fin entered into the world, and
death by fin;_and fo death paffed upon all men, for thas
all havoe finned. : - _

T[T has been an sncient obfervation with relpe& to o-

H riginal fin, that there is nothing more tamiliarly

known—nothing harder to be fully underftood, The -

being of it, with its-dreadful confequences, is-bat tooe-
videat to all the world. The manner how we came
vnder the pollution and guile of it, is more difficult to
be rightly conceived. Mabny firong prejudices have
therefore arifen in mens minds againft it.  Our natural:
pride and haughtinefs is hardly brovght to floop to fuch

a humbling and abafing confideration. ~Aund there are

fome apparent difficulties in the doétrine, which make

fome men imagine it inconfiftent with the divine perfec-.
tions, and therefore unworthy to be received or taught.

But whatever oppofition this may meet with from thefe-

or other like reafons, itisclearly and fully revealedin

the fcriptures; ahd it is therefore certain, that the ob-.
jeQions againft it cannet be jult, how plaufible oever
they may appear.~ As the whole tenor of the Biblee-
yery where confiders, dire€s and treats us as apoflaie
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finful creatures, fo the nature, manner and confequences
of our apoftacy, are particularly defcribed in fundry pafe
{ages both of the Old and New Teftiment; but perbaps
in none more fully, than in the words before us, with
_the following cdntext, In thefe words we may note,

1. The apoftle’s defign in intrcducing them in this
place, reprefented by the illative word, wherefore. That
we may have a clearer view of this, we muft recur to
the foregoing verfes of the chapter, where our being
Juftified by Chrif’s blood, our being reconciled to God By the
death of his Sony and ouvr receiving the atonement.by himg
are particularly celebrated, That this doétrine of our
{u&iﬁcation by the merits of Chrift’s death might not

e matter of prejudise, -it is here illuftrared and ex-
plained by another dofrine more wonderful, which was
potwithflanding always received foran undoubted tyuth.
‘Wherefore, asit is on all handsallowed, that by the im-
patation of Adam’s fin we are all become finful and
guilty before God, it cannot be thought ftrange, that
by the imputation of Chrift’s righteoufnefs we fhould
be jultified in his fight. If it be allowed to be-juft in
God, to impute the guilt of our firft parents fin to us,
it‘'may much more eafily be fuppofed, that God may

. from the riches of his grace impute the merits of
Chrift’s death to believers, witheut any appearance of
injuftice. For if through the offence of one waxy be dead,
wmuch more the grace of God and the gift by grace, which is-
by one man, Fefus Chrift, hath abounded unto many. This
is plainly the {cope of the apoftle’s argument in this
context. From whence it appears, that the words of
opr text are not only to be allowed for a truth not
controverted ; but for a truth generally received in the
apoftolic times, in that they were here improved by.
the apoflle, as a medium to illuftrate and evince ano~
ther doftrine by, Asit cannet be juft arguing, to bring

“any thing for a medium to prove another by, unlefs it
be more clear in itfelf, or at lealt more known and.
generally received; it is therefore neceflary, that the

~ dofirine of the imputation of Adam’s fin to his poflerity
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was known and generally reecived by thofe to whom
the apoftie wrote; for it is not mere clear in itfelf,
than the imputation of Chriit’s righteoufnefs o believa
ers; but more difficultto conceiveof, That being a dif-
play of juftice, this of goodnefs and mercy ; that an im~
putation of fin aBd guilt, this of merits and benefits.
In that God afls asa judge, whefe condué muft be
equal and right according to the rules of juftice ; in this
a8 a gracious benefaftor, who may be ‘as goed as he
pleafes. It being therefore neceflary, that this was a
- known and regeived truth, it alfo appears, that we are
Bot miffaken in fuppofing this deftrine raught in the
Old Teftament; forfrom thence they muft have learn~
ed it, unlefs they were particularly inftruéted. in it by
the infpired teachers of thofe times: And if this was=
the cafe, it muft have been an ancient doétrine, thougl
now miore clearly revealed. .. :
2. We.may note-in the words, a plain and full decla-
ration of the fin and guilt brought upen the world of mana’
kind, Sin.entered into the world—All have finned. No+ -
words ean poffibly be ufed, more fully to exprefs the
univerfality ot the contagion and pollutjon of originat
fin. Sin has not only entered into the workd; but ALL,:
univerfally without exception, have finned, and are con-
fequently under the. guilt of that fin, which they are.
aLc chargeable with.,  If it be objefted, that the par-
ticle ALt is not here to be aecepted in its largeft extent,
as implying every individual perfon, inalmuch as the;
fame particle is ufed by the apoftle in this difcoprfe,. .
where it cannot be fo underftood. Thus in verfe 18th.
lte tells us, that by the righteoufnefs of one, the free gift
came upow ALY men te juflification of hife. 1 anfwer,:
that if the fcope and defizn of the apoftle’s realoning:
be confidered, it will be found that this particle muit;
be underftood as carrying in it the idea-of upiverfality.
in beth thefe verfes. - The apoltle is there comparing.
Adam with Chrift, and running the parallel betweern.
them, as they were:both public perfons, and reprefent-
stives of their pofterity. FHe fhews usy that 28 o/ A
. b3
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dam’s natural progeny whom he reprefented, were
without exception chargeable with his fin and guile, fo
all Chrift’s fpiritual pofterity ‘whom -he reprefented,
are allo without exception, partakers of righteoufnefe
wnto juflification of life. The term ALL muft therefore
be underftood in our text to be of univerfal extent, as
including every individual perfon, that proceeds from
Adam by ordinary generation. Our Lord Jefus Chrift,
indeed, though truly and really man, is not included in
this number ; becaufe he was not a defcendant from
Adem in @ way of nature; though none of Adam’s na-
tural defcendants are exempted. It is further obferva-
ble; that fip and death are here reprefented, as being
by the fame means of equal extent, by the fame univer-
fal particle. Death paffed upon ALL men, for that aLL
have firned. As natural death therefore is, withiout dif-
tinftion the common lot of all mankind, it being ap-
pointed for all men once to die, fo the fin and guilt of
Adam’s nitural pofterity are as univerfal as their mor-
tality. I might add, that it would be no ways favorable
to the caufe of our adverfaries, if this particle ALL were
tsken in a more limited and reftrained fenfe; for if it
be juft and equal in God to impute Adam’s fin, with its
eonfequences, to any -of his pofterity, it is for the fame
reafon juft and equal te impute his fin to ALL without
diftin@icn. He was as much the general head and re-
prefentative of one as another. And what ferves fur-
ther to illuftrate this matter is, that the words of the
text now under confideration thould not be rendered as
in our tranflation, for that cli have finned ; but, tn him
gll have firmeds and fo are they accordipgly rendered
in feveral latin verfions; and {o are they cotreéted in
the margin of our Englifh bibles. From whence it is
apparently manifeR, that if all finned in him, all that
were in him, as their original flock, and.al that hatu-
rally delcended from him, have this fin imputed to
them. : -

There is indced anotber fenfe put upon the words
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wnder confideration, by a modern author;* who being
Yoath to leave fo clear a text in its full force againft his
opinion, has contrived this evafion; That by {in is here
to be underftood mortality, the caufe being put for the
effe€t ; and that the apoftle muft intend no more by the -
words before us, than that all men are become mortal .
by Adam’s apoftacy, but this conftru&ion net only ap-
pears inconfitent with the whole fcope of the apoftle’s -

- argument in this context; but it reprefents him as
fpeaking incongruoufly and impertinently,” If this be,

- the meaning of eur 1ext, it fhould be thus underftood ¢
By one man mortality entered into the world, and death by
mortality ; and fo death paffed upon all men, for in him
all are become mortal.}  Andif by fia is to be underftood -
mortality, it maft be fuppofed to have the fame meaning
in rhe fubfequent verfes, for there can be no reafon why
the apoftle fhould anmex new ideas to the fame term,
in the fame continued difcourfe, without giving his
readers any notice of it; and confequently he
muft in them alfo be chargeable with the greateft
impropriety. Upon that fuppofal, we fhalt underftand -
the tollowing context in this manner, : :

Until the law mortality was in the world 5 but mortakity
was not imputed when tteve was no law. Verfe 13.—
Death reigned from Adam to Mofes, tven over them that had
not been mortal, after the fimilitude of Adanss mortality.
Verfe 14.=—But not asihe mortality, fo alfods the free gift ;
Sfor if through the mortality of one many be dead, &c. Verfe
15.—The like impertinency wenld be found throughout
the chapter, the mere reprefentation whereof is a fuffi-
cient refutation of this triffing conftrudtion. )
The words are in themielves moft plain and familiar g

and fully reprefent us all as being under the imputation’

. of original fin. There is oo other difficulty to under~
ftand-them, but men’s unwillingae(s to belicve them.

-

S © NoTES. ,
% Chuts, . ,
1 V3d. Dr, Wigglefwarih ox the Imputation of ddam’s Sim,
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3. The words reprefent to us the deadly confequences
of our apoftate finful ftate. And death by fin ; and fo death>
paffed upon all men. Death, we fee has the fame uni-
verfal extent with eriginal fin, and bas pafled upen all
the natural offspring of Adam. And if we underfland.
thefe words to refer only to natural death, the expe-
sience of all the werld has put the truth of them out
of doubt. But it appears manifeft, that the epoftle nfed:
the word death in its largeft extent, to imply fpiritual,.
as well as natural death. For it is confidered as the:
- fruit, confcql\:cnce and wages of fin, It is that death

which came by fin. It hath paffed upon all; for in hiny
all heve finned.  And 1 think, every one will allow,.
that the law of God hath ansexed a greater penalty up-
on fin, than merely a natural death; and confequently,
that there is more implied'in the death under confider-
ation.  Befides, death is here confidered as being all the:
- miferable fruit of fin from which Chrift came toredeem:
us; and muft thercfore imply a greater evil than mor-
tality. Our Lord Jefus Chrift is reprefented through-
out this chapter, as delivering us from the fad effects of’
our firft parent’s apoftacy. And if we would knowr
wkat they are, we may 1ecur to the firft covenant be-
tween God and Adam, where we find nothing werfe:
_threatened upon the viclation of that covenant, and con-
~fequently nething werfe has been inflifted than death.
-‘Fhat death, thercfore, with which Adam was threat~
¢nded in the firft covenant, was all the mifery confe-

uent upon his fall; and all the occafion of Chrift’s up=
3ertaking our redemption ; and muft confequently im-

ly more in it-than natural death, And. whatever was:
incleded in the threatening, from which Adam was re-
deemed. by the promiled feed of the womas, is includ-
ed in the ward death in the text; for it is.of that the
apoftle {peaks. It is that death which kas paffed xpon:
all meri 3 for in kim ail have finned; The apoftle accor-
dingly reprefents the grace of God, and the gift by grace,
by ome map, Fefus Chrifl, gnd the grace which reigns
through righteoufne[s, unto eternal life, by Fefus Chyift our

‘.
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Lord, as our redemption and recovery from this death,
‘which is #hrough the off¢nce of one gud is the confequence
of his fin reigning in the world. (In the 15, 17, and-a:
verfes in this chapter.) This death muft therefore im-
ply, that our finful nature and finful adtions which
flow from it, our flate of condemnation, and expoled-
nefs- to eternal mifery, are the fruits of Adam’s fin,
as well as natural death; for from all thefe Chrift came
to redeem us. I might allo add, thatthis death implies’
in it our condemnation, as the apoftle himfelf affures us,
in the 16th and 18th verfes of this chapter; and confe-
quently muft fignify {pivitual, as well as natural death.
I think it is a clear cafe, that if by the offence of one,
Judgment is eome upon all men unpto condemnation, as the
apoftle afferts, there have worfe effeéts of that offence
come upon all men, than merely,a flate of mortality.
We cannot be in a flate of condemnation, unlefs we
are fpiritually dead. ) -

$. our text fets before us the occafion of the univer-
fal fin, guilt, andanifery of the world of maokind. By
one man fin entered tnto the world. It is allowed by-eve-
ry body, that Adam is the onc man here intended; and
that it was by him, that fin entered into the world, and
death by fin,” If it be enquired, how Eve comes to be ex-
cepted from having a hand™in propagating this conta-.
gion to her miferable pofterity, when fhe was firft in
the tranfgrefion: Lanlwer, that it is probable that fhe may
pot be excepted, but included, in thefe words of the
apoftls. * She may be confidered as belonging to Adam ;-
and _being as it were a part of him. The term man
may be a collefive term, including both male and female
according to that, Gen. i. 26. Let us make man in our
Pmage, after our Likenefs z and let them have dominion,
&c. The like phrafeology is frequently found in
{cripture. But if otherwile, we muft fuppofe, that as
the covenapt was made with Adam perfonally, though
Eve was included in the prohibition ; yet, fhe was not,_
as Adam was, copfidered in the covenant, to be tha
head and xeprefentative of a future pofterity.
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The greateft difficulty in thefe werds before us, is to
underftand in what fenfe fin and death entered into the
world, by this one man. In anfwer to which, it has
been the common ;eceived doétrine in the Church of
Chrift, that as Adam was the natural, he was likewife
conftituted the moral headand reprefentative of all man-
kind ; and that the firft covenant with its fandtions,

‘was made with him in that capacity and relation. He
was therefore to {land or fall, not only for himfelf,but
for all his pofterity. Had he obeyed that fingle and
eafy precept given for his probation, he and all his pro-
gemy had been eftablifhed in a ftate of life 2nd happi=
pefs. But his difobedience to fuch an eafy and reafon-
_ able command incarred the penalty threatened, both to

himfelf and to all whom he reprefented, That Adam
is thus confidered by the apoftle in fuch a public capa-

_ eity, as reprefenting and a&ing for all his pofterity, ap-

- pears manifeft from the whole fcope of this context, in
which be is every where compared to Chrift; and the

. parallel run between them; and in whith fin and death
are reprefénted as brought upon the world by Adam, in
the fame mapner as the free gift of jultification and life,
are procured for us by the Lord Jefus Chrift. For as
by one man’s difobedience many were made finners, fo by
the obedience of one fhall many be made righteous, verfe 1

.To the like purpofe allo are the 15th, 18th, and 21ft
verfes, Now as it is confeffed on a]l hands, that the
Lord Jefus Chrift reprefented us and afled for us in
his work of redemption, fo it feems neccflary to allow,

i order to make the apoftle’s difcourfe pertinent and

intelligible, that Adam 1s here confidered, as reprefent-
ing us and ating for us in his-firft tranfgreffion. In
what elfe can the parity between his offence and Chrift’s
righteoufnefs congﬁ; but ‘in their being both public
perfons and reprefentatives of others? Agreeable to this,
the apoftle in1 Cor. xv. 47.fpeaks of Adam as the firft’
man, and Chrift as the fecond; as if there never had
been any mare than thofe two men in the world, But
in what refpeét can we poffibly imagine thefc two to
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include and comprehend the reft of mankind, unlels
. they be confidered as public heads and reprefentatives
of them? ' . .

It is certainly moft clearly evident from this text, that
we are fome way or other becoine finners by Adam’s
difobedience. = And can this poffibly be, but either
merely by our defcent from him in a way of generation ;
or by our being in him as eur public head and repre-
fentative. It cannot be true, that in the former fenfe
we any more {ihned in Adam, than in our immediate

"parents and in each individual perfon of our progeni-
tors ; and therefore in that {enfe it cannot be true, that
by one man [in entered into the world, and death by [in.
For if fin and death are derived to us merely in a way
-of a natural generation, they entered into the world not
by one man only, but by more than ten thoufand men, -
It muft therefore neceflarily follow, that fin entered in-
to the world by this one maa, as the legal head and re-

refentative of his whole race; and that what he did
in that chara@er was done for them all, as well as for
himfelf. :

Having thus taken a general view of thele words;
and explained their meaning, I. fhall now endeavor a
sore diftinét confideration of them under the following
propofitions; which by the foregoing explication sppear
manifeftly containedin them." 1 -~ .
1. That the whole world of mankind are by natyre
in a ftateof finand guilt,” = .77 T
' "2, That this ftate of fin and guilt, which we are na-
turally in, is the fruit of Adami’s apoftacy. - "

3. That we are by virtue of this fin and guilt jultly
liable'td death, temporal, {piritual, and eternal. . -
_ Pior. L The whole world of mankind areby naturein.a
flate of findndguite, " T oo 0
" That I may fomething' illuftrate this propofitiori, I
fhall enlleaver to confider diffinétly, what is the for- -
"mal nature of this ofiginal fin ; and fhew by the way,
how we come to be gujlty by it. Them1 fhall proceed
o fhew, how this appears to bs the cale of all the
world of maokind,”"" - T T
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" 1. I am to confider what is the formal natuve of this
original {in, and fhiew by the way, how we come to be puil-
ty by it—Ib order to which, I fhall briefly obferve,
" that this fin confifts in a privation of our original righ-
teoufnefs ; and in the corruption and pollution of our
whole nature, wereby we have a native enmity 10 God
and that which is good; snd a firong and powerful

" propenfity to the ways of wickednefs and impiety.
" In the firft place, 1 am to confider this fin as being &
privation of original righteoufnefs. We were, in our
. firft parents, created in the image of God. Gen. i. 26.—
But alas; the crown is fallen from our heads. We have
finned, and come fhort of the glory of God, Rom. iii. 23.
—Our firlt parents were endued with fuperior degrees
of knowledge, whereby they were capable of under-
ftanding fo much of God, of themlelves, and of the cre-
ation, as could contribute to their happinefs in their pa-
radife-ftate, But how are the noble powers of our
_ fouls weakened and darkened by our apoflacy! Hew
dre we alienated from the {ife of God, threugh the igrorance
that is in us, becaufe of the blindnefs of our hearts ! Our
- firft parents were created in a ftate of righteoufnefs and
© true holinefs.  All their powers and faculties, all their
“‘affe@ions and difpofitions, had a natural promptitude
" to thé love, fervice, and enjoyinent of God; andtoa
life of benevolence and benelicence to one another.
*They had no finfol afle&ions, no turbulent paflions or
- fenfual defires, naturally hurrying them away from God
" and godlinefs: But their whole fouls and bodies were

adapted te a ready obedience to the whole will of Ged.

" Thefe were not, it is true, immutable in,their nature;
nor incapable of wrong impreflions from the craft of a
"fiitable temper: For fad experience bas taught s,
that_ though God made man ypright, he is fallen from
his integrity ; ‘and how.great is his fall! How lamest-
able 'is the flate of his wretched progeny, who have
. loft this reftitude, who have all the faculties both of
“their fouls and bodies depraved and vitiated; and who

_maturally bave every imagination of the thoughts of their .

\
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#earts only evil ; and that centinually | Our firft parents
were created with a power of perfevering in tldis {late
of righteoufnefs end holinefs. They were capable of a
continued dependance upon the fountain of their being
and of their flability, who would never have deferted
them, while they had continued to trolt him. They"
were therefere capable of withftanding the ftrongeft
temptationsy and of triumphing over the ftrongeft ef-
forts of hell itfelf ; and confequently of contiauing in
a perpetual flate of holine{s and happinefs, Their
yielding to ‘the temptation, was not from a defeé of
gower to refift ; but from want of dependance upon

" him, in whom was their ftrength and fufficiency : and
from an inadvertent hearkening to the crafty feducer.
But how is the fcene now changed ! How impotent
are we now become! How does every good thought
even die'in. the thinking ; and every good difpofition -
paturally languifh and decay! How are we an eafy
prey to every temptations and continually betrayed by
our own lufts to the enemy, that lies in wait to deftroy
us! That even a fanQified perfon:could not perfevere
in holinefs, unlefs he were kept by the pewer of God through
Jaith unto falvation.~Thus we are all gone afide, we_are
altogether become filthy, there is mone that doth good ; ne-siot -
one. We are all like fheep gone aflray, we have turned
every one 1o his swn way. Such is our pravity, fuch eur
impoteucy by the fall, that we canaot {fo much as ac-
cept of the remedy, that is in infinite mercy provided,
without fopernatural influences inclining and enabling
us todo it, No man can come unto the Son except the Fa-
ther draw him. John vi. 44. o
- This lofs of the imageof God in which we were crew .
.ated, this privation of our original re&itude, and de-
pravation of all the powers of our foulsasd bodies, is
not only our mifery but eur guilt. For, if there be guile
in defacing, and in a great meafure deftroying, the heft
picce ef God’s workmanthip in the whole lower crea~
tionj if there be guilt in fubverting the great ends of
eur being, and in rendering éurfolvos incapable +~ - .

L o i
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{wer them ; if there be guilt in debafing ourfelves from
our original dig®ity, frem the immediate fervice of God
and {ellowfhip with him, to a ftate more low. and vile
than the beafts that perifh, this privative part of origi-
nal fin rendersus all puilty in the fight of God.

I am further to confider that this original fin confifts
in a general corruption and pollution cf our natures where«
by we have a natural enmity to God and to that which is
good; and a ftrong and poweriul prepenfity to the
ways of wickednefs and impiety. That this is now
the copdition of all'men by nature, is moft evident both
from feripture and experience 5 and that this is derived
to us from Adam, I fhall endeavor to make evident.

-No man that will view the circumftances of an apof-
tate world, and gonfider the ftaie of his own foul, can
find room to doubt the univerfal influence of this conta.

.gion.. If we look into our underftandings, what dark-
nefs covers them ! What ignorance of Geod, and the
things of God,is feen, not only in the bheathen world,
where ftocks and ftones and inanimate things are wor-
fhipped as the author of their being and happinefs ; but
. even in.the moft enlightened part of the world, where
the natural man receiveth not the things of the fpirit of God !
but they are foolifhnefs unto him ; what crror and miftake
are we liable to, while many perifh by believing flrong
delufions, many grope in the dark, not knowing in
what way to walks and all are liable to error, while
cloathed withmortality ! W hat folly.and madnefs are in
the bearts of nren, that they will by no means be per-

{fuaded to confider the things of their peace, and to cons.

fult and purfue their beft intereft ; until their under-
ftandings are enlightened by the powerful influences of
divine grace! If welook into our wills, what op pofi«
tion do we find there, to the love, fear and ferv?ce of
. God ? How do all men naturally chufe the {ervice of fin
and fatan, and the vanities of time and fenfe, before tha
favor of God, and eternal hsppinefs ! How obftinate,
how refradtory are they in their finful gratifications;
agiwithftanding all the terrors and dangers of which

j

5
#
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they have fuch a dreadful profpe& ! If we confider our
affetions and appetites, how irregular, how vile do
they appear to be! How little is God in the thoughts
of earnal men! How farhe is from being the objet of
their defire or delight! How difagreeable are all the
perfections of his nature to their minds ! How are the
ways of godlinefs their averfation, that they cannot by
any motives be prevailed with, to walk in them! How
are their hearts glued to thefe perithing fhadows !
What bafe and fordid lufts do they gratify at all adven-
tores! How impetuoufly do their appetites hurry them
-onin thofe purfujts, which they tannot but kaow tobe
‘repugnant to all their moft valuable interefts, both in
this world and that to come ! If we confiderour paffions,
how violent, inordinate, and ungovernable will they
"appear ;. how hard to be tamed, regulated, and kept
uader proper reftraint! How do they often drive us
Yike a hurricane, againft all the diQates of reafon; and
indeed againft all our powers of oppofition }—Again, if’
we confider our imaginations, bow vain are their(;gb efls ¥
How reftlefs are they in their operations}! How frifking,
roving, and wandering from one vanity to another }
How impertinently and unfeafonably do they interrupt
and hinder us, ‘from any ferious application to our more
important concerns ! How ready are they to run aftray,
after forbidden objefts ! How ready to receive finful
Ampréflions ;°and even to fet the whole foul on fire with
their wicked fuggeftions ! —In a word, whatever facul-
ty of the foul comes into view, it appears to be alto«
- gether pollution and defilement.  Th¢ carnal mindis en-
mity againft God s for it is not fubjet to the Jaw of Ged; nor
indeed can be. They that arein theflefhy cannot pleafe Gade
Rom. viii. 7, 8.—The heart is deceitful above all thingi,
and defperately wicked 3 who can know it ? Jer. xvii. g.
And this pollution does not anly extend to our minds 3
but the members of our bodies too are all become infiru-
wients of unrighteoufnefs unto fin. - The bady ismot only
many waysa clogg and hindrance to the foul, from
making any progrefs.in its fpiritual concerns : bur the
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bodily fenfes are the inlets to myltitudes of thofe finfuk
diforders, with which the foul “is defiled.. So that the
whele man is corrupted, and we want to be /anélifieds
wholiy, in cur whole fpirit, and foul, and body. For weare
all as an unclean thing 3 and our iniquities, &s the wind,
- have taken us away. 1fa. Ixiv. 6. . ' s
 Now, that this ftate of poltution is a ftate of guilt, is
manifeft s becaufe it is a conflant violation of the law- -
of nature. God made man upright ; and had therefore a:
juft claim upon him, of a fincere intire and univerfal o-
bedience. God had a juft demand of hiis heart and af<
fetions, of his fear, love complacency, and delight ; as
wellas of an external contormity to the duties of natu-.
nilreligion, If therefore inftead of lovisg God, our-
hearts are full of enmity againft him ; and eppefition to-
his holinefs and other perie@ions of his nature: Ifin~
flead of choofing God for our portion, we prefer the:
world and our lufts before him ¢ If inflead of fpirituak
‘and heavenly affeétions, our hearts are full-of vanity ands
fenfuality ¢ 1f inflead of the religious exercifes which.
pature itf€lf veaches, thefe things are fuch a Burden, as
to be either wholly ceplefed, or hypoeriticilly per-:
formed : Ifinftead of that obedience, which is due from.
a creature to his Creator, weare ferving divers lufts and.
pleafures: It is from. hence moft evident, that we are
all- become guilty betore God. And that in alkthefe in-.
flances I have been drawing the chara&er of every vn-.
fan&ified perfon, appears evident from what has beem:
faid above, - It is an impertinent plea, to fay, that this
depravity of our nature is what we cannot help; and
. therefore what cannot be our fault. For certainly there
is a fault fomewhere, that we are thus eftranged froms
- Godand godlinefs, and thue in love with fin and vanity.-
None dare be fo hardy as to impute this fault to a jufb-
and boly God; it muft therefors lie at their own.doer ;
and we muft be guilty; whatever are mens imaginations.
sboutit, © . - « :
But this [ fhall have occalion to confider more partie-
sularly, under another head, . '
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2, ¥ any to confider theevidence of this propofition s
and to fhew bow it appears, that all mankind are natu-
rally in a ftate of fin and guilt. And here,

1. I think thisis moft evident fromthe experience of

- all the world. We fee in fal, that this certainly is our
cafe; and to debate it, is even to difpute againft our
‘fenfes, and againft the cleareft oblervations that we are
eapable of in any cafe whatfoever.. Does notevery bo-
dy fee, that in our firft a&tions there is no appearance
. at all of love to God or holinefs ;. no fpiritual affeltion,.
no promptitude or towardlinefs toany thing that is mo=
rally good; norany thing of this nature to be introduc-
ed, but by great cars, pains, and eulture, all which
meets with ftrongeft oppofition from a contrary bias.
‘What then is become of the image of God, in which
‘we were at firft created? Is.it not moft evident, that
-this is not only defaced 5 but utterly loft in our fouls »
‘¥ we flill extend our view further, that pollution of alk
our powers and faculties, which I have defcribed, isa -
fa& every where experienced and obferved. What is
the firft propenfity of our children, if they are fufferect
to follow their own.inclinations without reftraint? What
courles do undifciplined youth choofe and purfue > How
docs their ehmity to God, and their delight in fin and
fenfuality zppear with a witnels, if the reinsare thrown
on their necks, and they are fet loofe in the world,
without education and government? By this we fee
their natural difpofition; for that they follow.. And
there is-no room to difpute what the fountain is, from
whence thele fireams fo naturally flow. The deep root
that thefe finful difpofitions have taken in our fonls,
is obvious, from the impoflibility of eradicating them,
without the omnipotent agency of divine grace. We |
every day fee men go on in. finful courfes, againft all
their valuable interefts temporal and eternal, againtt the
Yight of their own coniciences; and cven againft fre-
‘quent apprehenfions of eternal damnation.. We frequent-~
}y fee them. wearing off all conviflions, breaking
through.all pusrpofes and. Eomi-fcs of ‘reformation, and
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venturing upon the thick boffes of God’s buckler ; though
they cannot but know when they ar all confider, that it
is for their lives. And how ftrongand impetuous muft
thofe lufts be, that the fear of cternal-damnation will nots
mortify and reftrain ! If it be obje&led, that I'am here
only defcribing the ¢ale of the moft profligate and aban-
doned part of mankind: I may demands How came-
they to be thus profligate and abandoned, how: came-
they by thefe corrupt and finful inclinations, if-their
natures are not polluted-and defiled? But I may even
appeal to the experience of the moft virtuous and reli-.
gious of the chifdren of men, whether they-do not find
a continaed (trugple with the fame finful affe&ions and.
appetites, that are fo vifible in.the lives of the mere
carclefs and {ecure: Whether they are not forced to.
maintain a continual warfare ‘with thetrr lufts, if they.
would live a religious life. And whence is-it- that the-
Flefts luflesh againdt the fpirit ;3 and the Jpirit againfl the-
Jlefh ; but from the remainders of thofe corruptions,,
that reign in the unfen@ified » From. thence it was,
that the apoftle himfelf found caufe to grean under this
_ burthen ;. and to exclaim, as in Rom, vii. 24. O wretch-
‘ed man that- I am ! who fhail deliver me from the body of:
this death ! ' ' i
I might further argue from-our confant experience
of the dreadful effefts of original fin, upon the whole.
world of mankind. Wat a vaft-variety of miferiesand -
calzamities do we fe€ every where obtain in the world
And what meaneth the heat of this amger ;- and what is the
fource of this affli®ion and woe? Whence isit, that we
are thus bery to trouble, as the fparks fly upwards ? Surely
God weuld not delight to punith an innocent creature !
and to make him' thus. miferable. 1f it be pretended,.
that this is the fruit of 'our adtual fin, I-enquire, how
infapts that have never been guilty of aftual fin, came:
- by their fhare in the eemmon calamity # We fee that
ficknéfs and death invades themas well as others, Ard.
_ if death be the wazes of fin, &s the-fcriptures affure us it
i§, they would not be luble to punifhment, if free from,

A
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Smand guilt. Hence, if. we had no other evidence thaa
sur own experience, we might plainly difcover, that
we are naturally dead in-trej%ajj‘e: and fins, acording te-
Eph. ii. 1. Bat,. - ;

2. This alfo appears:evident from the redemption of
Chrift, What can make the mifery of our natural ftate
more evidenr, than. the infiite price expended for our
recovery out of it? Did the glorious God coatrive this
wonderful method of {alvation for us, when there was
no neceffity for it? Did the Lord Jefus Chrift thed his:
ewn blood for a ranfom of innocent creatures? Or wss.
it not becaufe that we were without firength, that Chrift:
died for the ungodly ? May we not thus judge, that if
€hrifkdied for all then are a’l dead ? As in 2 Cor. v, 14
Was not"Chrift’s precious blood fhed as a ranfom for-
fin ; and were not they therefore finners for whom the
ranfom was paid 2 Was not theLord Jéfus Chrift made-
‘@ curfe for us; and dcth not that evidence that we are-
aH under the curfe of_the: broken.law ? Was not the -
end of his death as a.propitiation and atonement to free
us_from. condemnation ;. and doth rot it therefore fol-
low, as he himfclf hath.told us, that we are condemned
already, while we do not - believe on.the onily begatten Son of
God ; and that we are by yature the children of wrath #—.
‘Ina word, Chrift gave. himfelf a-ranfom for all, either
asinnoceat or guilty creatures, The former can hardly.
be {uppofed ; there was no need to parchafe pardon at
fo dear a rate for thofe that did not want it. Whence it
folluws, that we are fallen guilty creatures, in that we
are redeemed by thebloed.of God. ,

If it be pretended, as foine have pretended, That Chrift
same not into the world ta redeen us from a fallen flate ;-
but to give.us a new. edition of the law of nature, very much
effuced and worn out of the minds of men 5 to-propofe eafi-.
er terms of falvation to mankind than perfed o ediences
and.to confirm the truih of his dorine, by fealing it with-.
his blood : '

Ianiwes, This preterc: is a3 diredly.contrary tothe-
fcripturc account of this. matier as can pefliol; b. ceas
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ceived.—We are there taught, that ke was fet forth to be
a propitiation for fin, that ke was delivered for our offences,
that ke died for the ungodly, that he gave himfelf up for our
Jins, that he was made fin for us, who knew no fin, that he
appeared to pat away fin by the facrifice of himfelf, that he
alfo once fuffered for fins, the juft for the unjufl ; and the
like. Now can any man read fuch texts as thefe, and
demy that we are in a ftate of fin and guilt, and that
Chbrift came to redeem us from that ftate with his own
blood ? If this may be juftly denied, it is impoflible to
wnderftand any thing by the ftrongeft and plaineft ex-
prefliond that can be ufed. ' But fuppofe this imagina-
tion were not contradidted by the feriptures, might we
-not enquire of fuch objeQors, what need there can be
- of anew edition of the law of pature, if we are not fal-
Jen creatures! If we had retained our original integri-
ty, we fhould certainly have light eaough to know our
duty. It cannot be fuppofed, that God made us at firft
jgnorant of, and incapable to anfwer the end of éur be-
ing. . And if we had this capacity at our firft creation,
we flill retain it, unlefs.we are fallen from our originak
reflitude,  and have loft thofe powers with which we
" werecreated. Neither time nor cuftom could obliterate
fuch powers of nature, and make the weorld. ignorant,
without fpecial revelation, of the very fir@ -principles.
of faith and praétice, Buat it is pretended thet we wanted-
- eafier terms of acceptance with God, and that the great
- Redeemer came into the world and fhed his precious
blood to procure them. [ woauld here.again reply, Whas
need can there be of eafier terms of acceptance ? God was.
‘not a hard mafter, to require impoflible or unreafonable
terms of his favor.. He certainly av firlt gave us pow-
" ers cqual to the obedience he required of us. And we
muft ftilkretain the famecapacity, unle(s we haveloft it by
our apoftacy from God. If obedience to the law of na-
ture was our realonble fervice at firft, it is fo fill. Lf
it was at firlt ealy to be performed, it yes remains fo, if’
we bave the fame.natural powers with whish we were.
ereated. Aand why is it not as equal inGod, to requins.
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of us the improvement of thofe natural capacities sow
as at the fir{t P—Nothing therefore can be more repug-
mant to the whole tenor of the gofpel—nothing more un-
reafonble than this fuppofal. We mull acknowledge
ourfelves to be apoftate guilty creatures, or we can give
no good reafon for the infinite price of our redemption,,
the blood of Chrift, - }
. 3. That weare all by natare in a ftate of fin and guilt,
is moft frequently. clearly and exprefily revealed to usin
#he fripture, 1t canpor, indeed, be declared in moré
firong, plaio and intelligible expreffiens, thaa what are
fuuad in our text and context. We have there an ex-
prels differtation upon the fubje€t. The doQrine is
there ftrongly aflerted, and clearly illuftrated. But this
is not the only evidence to be found in {cripture of the
fad truth under confideration. The whole word of God
eonfiders us as fallen crestures, as being in a ftate of fin,.
pollution and condemration. And there ie ‘no way to-.
avoid the force of the many full and plain texts to this
purpefe, but by frained and vonstural gloffes and ina-
terpretations upon words, in themfelves moft familiar
and eafly to bs underftood. What can be plainer than
fuch texts as thele ® [ was fhapen in iniquity, and in fin
did my mother conceive me.  Plal. li. 5.—The wicked aro
sf’ranged from the womb, they go aftray as foen as they are
born. Plal, Iviii. 3.—There is not a jufl man upon earthy.
that - doeth good: and finneth not. Ecclell vii. 20.—The.
keart is deceitful above all things, and defpergtely wicked.
Jer. xvii. g,—We have before proved both Fews and Gen-
tilesy that they ars ail under fin. There is nonc righteous,
no mot one, Rom, iii, g, 10.—For all have finned and
come: fhort of the glory. of God. Rom. iii. 23.—For I know.
that in me, thab is in my ficflr, dwelleth no good thing, Rom,
vii, 18.—The carnal mind is.enmity againft God, for it ir
not fubjelt to the law of Ged, neither indeed can bs. Rom.
viii, 7.———The natural man receiveth not the things of the-
Jpirit of God, they are fooliffnefs unto him, neither can ha:
know them, becaufe they are fpiritually difcerned. -+ Cor. ii.
Ay —And were by nature childrenof wrath, even as otherss.

~



g2 tar NATURE anpo CONSEQUENCES

Even when we were dead in fins, he hath quickened us
together with Chrift, Eph. ii. 3, 5.—~IVe thus judge, that
" if one died for ally then are all dead. 2. Cor. v. 14.—We
hnow that the whole world lieth in wickednefs. 1 John ve
19.—Many more tcitimonies from the fpirit of God
might be produced to evince the truth of this propofi-
tion, But thefe are fufficient to fatisfy every one, that
is not prejudiced againft the do&rine and refolved not
to believe it: And it is in vain to endeavour the cens
vition of fuch as thefe. I fhall therefore proceed to
the next general head. )
Provp. Il. This flate of fin and guilt, which we are al}
naturally in, is the fruit of Adam’s apofiacy. v
I think I have proved, that we are by nature in a
* ftate of fin and guilt; and there muft be fome caufe of
thefe corrupt affe@ions, appetites and paffions, of this
univerfal depravity of eur naturess and corruption of
all our powersand faculties, We muft either have come
thus imperfe& and impure out of the hands of God at
our firft creation ; or we muft fome way or other have
loft our original righteoufnefs. If the latter, no other
fuppofal can carry equal probability in it, with this in
- our text, That &y one man fin entered inte the world, and
dsath by fin, .
" . To make way for the more diftin& view of this cafe,
it may be proper to confider, whether we could be a?
Jirft createdin the fame flate, in which we now find our-
felves.  And Ithink, this, upon enquiry, will be found
moft inconfiftent with all the perfe€tions of the divine na-
ture. How could it be confiftent with the holinefs of God
$omake a ceature with prevalent enmity to himfelf, and to.
love (in and fenfuality ? Coulda pure and holy God take
delight in fuch ignorance and darknefs, as naturally clouds
our underftandings; and alienates us from the life of
God? could he take pleafure in having all the powers
of our fouls moft contrary to his own excellent nature;
and-in having us under the government and guidance
of finful difpofitions, irregular affeions, and turbulent
paffions ? The great God muft certainly be of purer eyer
than ta beholdiniquity ; or to look upor fin with approbationa
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And confequently could not create us with fuch deprav.
ed fouls, under the influence of fuch vile lufts and fin-
ful appetites, as naturally reign in our hearts and lead us
away from God. How ceuld it confift with the good-
nefs of God, to make a creature in a ftate of mifery and
calamity ! Can it be fuppofed agreeable toinfinite good-
‘nefs, kindnefs, and compaflion, to fec us agonizing from
our births to our graves, under the diforders of a vitia=

ted foul and “the infirmities of a diftempered body, to -

fee us prompted by pride and ambition, luft and ayarice,
to déftroy and devour one another; and to keep the
world in convulfions and confufions, as it has always
been? Could it be agreeable to him, to fee fo noble a
being asman, the neceffary fubjeét of continual afli®tion
in this world, that he might be thereby prepared for
eternal torments in the world to come ? This certainly
cannot be fuppofed 5 and therefere it muft not be ima-
gined, that a good and gracious God did at firft create
us in this flate of fin and mifery. Could it be agreeable

to the juftice of God, to make us under a natural necef- -
fity of finning againft him ; and yet punifh us for thofe’

finful affe@ions which he himfelf had given us; or for
fuch finful praftices as are the neceflary, refult of them ?
No furely, the judge of all the earth will do right, He
could not make us on purpofe to delight himfelf in our
mifery. . From thefe coanfiderations it muft neceflarily
follow, that God made man upright ; that our defe@ion

proceeds from fome other caufe; and what that is, I fall .
apply myfelf more diftin&ly to confider, by endeavoring

to thew,— . .
1, How, or in what way, we became finful and guil-
ty, by thefin of Adamn. =~~~ ~ .- ¢

2. by clearing up the juftice and equity of God, in im«

puting the fin and guilt of Adam to his'pofterity,

1. %‘zm;ﬁr{t then to thew how,: or in whar way, we
became finful and guilty, by the fin of Adam. In order to
which I fhall obferve, : o

“That God entered into a covenant with Adam as

the head and'reprefentative of all mankind, to beftow
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life upon him and all his pofterity, if he did not eat of
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, or to inflit
death both upen him and them, if he did eat of that for-
bidden fruit. The fum of this covenant is fet before us -
in Gen. ii. 7. But of the tree of knowledge of goed and
avil, thou fhalt mot eat of it for in the day that thou
catef? thereof, thou fhalt furely dic. This cevenant-trani.
a&ion is indeed here, as all Ged’s difpenfations in the
- Mofaic hiftory are, but very bricfly and generally re-
prefented, Here is no exprefs mention, that Adam
fhould be confirmed ia a ftate of life and peace, upon
his obedience to this particular precept; nor is thers
expre{s mention, that Adam was in this tranfaétion
confidered as the head and reprefentative of his pofterity.
It may, 1 think, neverthelels be made evident, that
both of thefe are implied in this {hort accouat of that
matter. . . .
That a promile of life is implied in this-covenant up-
on condition of Adam’s cbedicnce, appeers from the
threatening of death in cafe .of difobedionce. The
threatening muft neceffarily imply fome evil confequent
aupon his violation of that precept, that would not have
" otherwife happened. God’s threatening death upon this
fingle condition, does plaioly fuppofe, that it was the only
condition upon which it was to be feared and expeéted.
For bow could it be confiftent with the juftice, good-
wrofs, or even fincerity of God, to threaten Adem with
death in cafe of difobedienc, which would have been his
1ot, had he been cver fo perfett in his obedience? This
threatening wvas certainly defigned as a2 motive to obe-
djence: which it could Bot.be, if ‘Adam had no good
© in expeltation by continuing in his duty. And it was
- certainly unworthy of Ged, to raife his expeftation of
2 bencfit which he could mever partake of, had he com-
plicd with the terms on which he expefted it. This
therefore appears plainly to be the cafe. Adam was
by the law of his nature under a perpetual obligation
to a conformity unte the known will of God, upon the
gcnalty of recciving from bim the jult demerit of bis
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difebedience againft him. -The demerit of fuch difobe-
.dience in any inflance would have been death : for that,
the apoftic affures us is, the wages of fin. Rom, vi. 23,
«—But God was gracioufly pleafed to put Adam upona
more limited.and ecafy trial, in order to his eftablith-
ment in a ftate of life and happinefs. Had he conti.
nued obedient, and withftood this tempcation, had he
vetained his integrity and overcome the attack of the fg+
ducer in this inftance, he would have been no more in
danger of apeftacy from God; nor any mare expoled
to death or mifery. In the day that he eat of the for-
bidden fruit, he was to die; and does not this-neceffa=
rily imply a promife of life, if he had not eat o# it at all P

If it be here enquired, whether our firf? parents would
not have died, if they had been guilty of any other alt of dif-
obedience, while under this trial, though they had refrained
JSrom eating of the fruit of the tree of knowledge? 1 offer
the folowing confiderationsin anfwer to it,

1. Though they were undoubtedly under the law of
nature during the time of their trial for confirmation, ax
much as they were before 5 and therefore equally lia-.
ble to its penalties in cafe of difobedience: Yet, I do °
uot know how the law of nature was in any refpeét a
covenant of life, between God and them. I do not
know how their obedicnce to it would have entitled
them & their pofterity to the continued favor of God, at
this time of their trial, more than at any other time, either
before or after its or how their dHobedience atthis
time would have involved their pofterity in their guilt,
without fome fpecial tranfa@ion between God and them
to that purpofe. ‘They were, a8 creatures, under pe-
nal obligations to their Creator and Benefaftor; but I
caonot {ec how they were, as fuch, the legal head and
reprefentative of their offspring s nor how they had, as
fach, a claim to perpetual life and happinels from their
Creator, had their obedience beet ever fo perfe®. I
cananot therefore but fuppofe a real difference between

the law of nature, and the covenant made with our fzft
parents in Paradife. - :
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- 2. By all the account we have of this matter in fcrip-
ture, the death or life of our firft parents and their of-
«at of the forbidden fruit., The law of nature is not,’
that I know of, any where mentioned as a part of this
covepant-tranfaion. The tenor of this.covenant in jts
firft exhibhiion is, .in the day thou eateft. thevesf thou fhalt
Jurely die. . And accordingly after the fall, God only

- demands of Adam, who.told thee that thou waft naked?

i Haft thou eaten of .the tree, whereaf 1 commanded thee that
- thou fhouldst not eat? ‘Agreeable to this, we find the fen-

tence was inflited upon Adam fer thiscaufe, witheut

. inention ¢f any other. . Becaufe thou haf? caten sf the tite,

of which 1 commanded thee, [aying, thou fhalt not eat of it,
curfed is the -ground for thy fake, &c.~We have no
knawledge of this tranfaétion, but from the fcripturess
no other reprefentation of it, that I know of, in ferip-

. ture. And what confequence muft thercfore follow ?

Here cre two trees placed inthe garden ; of the one he
js forbidden to eat, upon pain of death; of the .other

» 'he might freely eat, and live forever. By eatiogof the
. one he expofed bothhimfelf and pofterity to perdition;

by cating of the other he might have confirmed both
himfelf and them in a ftate of life and peace. Did not

therefore his happinefs depend upon his conduét with,
relation to the fruit of thefe trees? - .

. 3. Itiscertain in fa&, that-God did not, and thence
we know .lis foregoing determination that he would pot
leave our firft parents, during the time of their trial,
to any other prevalent temptation, but whaet related

_to the forbidden fruit, I think it juft arguing, from
 what God kas done, to what he fore-determined to do.

It is certain from the infinite perfeftions of his nature,
that his conduél is always agrecable to his comnfel;
and confequently, that God did.determine. to put them
apon no other trial for their eftablifiment, but jo tbis
" fingle inftance. And accordingly infinite goodnefs and
gondefcention is difplayed in this covenant-tranfadlion,

. s far a8 we irve any account of it infcripture. - Itaeult
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5qdéed' be granted, that our firft parents feem to have
violated the law’ of nature, before their actual eating

the forbidden fruit 5 by their harkening to the ferpeat’s

temptation, by their unbelicf of God®s truth and faish-

fulnels, by their ambitious a{piringto be ar Gods, know- .
tng good and evil ; and theii irregular appetites to the:
forbidden fruit ; but tlrefe-all had an immediate reference
to this inhibition, and were dircétly introduétory to its-

_yiolation.. By thefe the fin was comunitted in their

hearts, and the luft conceived, thar brought forth the'
attoal fio, which ended in theirtleath, And itis remark-"
able that Ged does not challenge them for thefe things,.

as violations of the law of pature; but as infradtions

of this particular covenant, by which they were to fland-

or fall. In a word, God exprefsly made this the in-
flance of their ‘trial; the fcripture mentions nothing

more, and 1 know of no authority we have, to be wife

jn this cafe beyond: what is written, The integrity of:
" their nature would kecp themn from failing, when there:

was o ftrong temptation ta ovgrcome it. God did not .

-permit, and therefore we are fure that he determined
'pot to permit any other - prevalent temptation. to affault
them. ~ They were not therefore expoled to fall, in any:
‘ether inftance.- He threatened death upon condition:
“of this difobedience ;. there was no. ether condition ex=
prefled in the threatening. They were chailenged for:
this difobedience and no-other, after their falli ® Life
‘was confequently promifed upén eondition of obedience;
in this inftance y for this was theonly condition of their:
eftablithment, that 1 find any where mentioned in.the
Bible. - ‘Adam was put upon'no.other trial, that I know:
of, but this only ; ard this might have been as fhort as
he pleafed. Forit'is remarkible, that he had full liber-
ty to eat of the tree of Jifes and it feems plainly hinted,
#n Gen. iii. 22. that if he had done fo any time before
his fall, immortal life would have been fecured to him 3
that it feems left to his own choice, how long his pro-.
bation fhail conginue. It is therefore: evident, thaw
- thiere was a promife of life in this cayenaar, ipafmach:

" w

e T
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s there was ‘2 pledge and feal of his confirmation ap-
peinted, ready for himat any time before his apoftacy;
though guardcd and kept by cherubim and a flaming
fword aﬁenurd. It is evident, that as according to
this difpenfation of aflonithing grace and condefcenfion,
ke was to expe@ death upon no other condition but the
violation of this preceps, fo he was on the contrary t0
expeét life upon the a&tual obfervance of it. ‘This the
not direcily, is however implicitly premifed in this cow
venant recorded by Mofes, A
- If after all any will fuypofe, as fome have: {fuppofed,
{though, 1 confefs 1 do not know upon what foundation)
that the obfervance of the law of pature was implicite
}y enjoined by this prohibition, both upon Adem and
kis pofterity, as the condivion of thesr efcaping the death
thieatened ; and that this prohibition of the troc of
koowledge was but an additional injun&ion for the tria}
~ of their obedience. It muft neverthelefs be allowed,
that God intended, and Adam underflood, a conditiopak
~ promife of life, in the threatening of death, If death
was threatened only vpon his difogbedience, it certainl
implies that it would not bave been inflicted if be had
- met difobeyed. By this threatening death was made tha
wages of his fin, and acither the joftice nor goodnefs of;
of God cap allow the righteons to receive the wages of
the wicked., < ' ,
But it is time that I fhoald retura to take notice, howr
Adam was, in this tranfadtion, confidered as the Lead
and reprefentative of hisyatural pofierity. o
It maft be confeffed, that the Mofaic account of this
covenaot between God and our firft father, does not fa
evidently reprefent his pofterity to be immediately cone
cerned in it. - But this alfo may be fully evinced from
the following confiderations, , :
It is manifeltly tree, in fadl, that Adam’s polterity
do pattake of the bitter fruits of his apoftacy. Theex<
grience -of all. the world carries this beyond debate,
¢ all fee that fin and death, with aH their terrors, have'
invaded all the natural progeny of Adam; that all the,
calamitics of life, and cven death itfelf, reign over thofe
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that have not finned afier the fimilitude of Adam’strangvef- '

fien. And how comes the curle annexed to the coves
pant made with Adam to fall upon the heads of his pnfs
terity, if they werenot included in shat covenant ¥ This
punifbment muft be the effeét of fia. Far be it from God,
that the righteous fhould be as the wicked, - The foul that fine
seth fhall die. And yet it is inflied upon fuch as are
not capable of alual and perfons] (in, whe conlequent-
ly muft have finped in Adam, or we canuot conceive
how the Fudge of all the carth does right, in bringing ‘the
penalty-threatened. to him, upon his otherwile innocent
polterity. The fentence proneunced upon Adem after
his fall, is in every article of it executed upon his pof-
terity,in the fame extent as upon himfelf: From whence
itis evident that.they as well as he were partakers of
the guilt of that apoftacy, in the fame degree that they
bear the punithment of it. And confequently he. muft
be confidered as their head and reprefentative in that

firft covenant. : .

The fame thingis abuadantly confirmed to uvs b} va-

rious plain and clear paffages in fcripture. Our texe
aflures us, that by this one man fin entéred into the world,
and that in him all have finned. - We are told, 1 Cor.
xv. 22, that in Adam all die. Now, as'l before obferv-
ed, fin and death-muft defeend from Adam mdfely in a
way of natural generation 3 or elfe we wmult have fallen
in him as our legal head and reprefentative. The for-
mer cannot be the cafe 3 thefe did not defcend to us in
a way of natural generation from one man obly ; for if
that be the means of their derivation, they defcended
tous from all our progenitors; and-we no more died
in Adam thanin our immediate pareats. He muft theres
fore have fuftained a public charalter, and was confi

dered as Sur reprefentative in that covenant-tranfadtion, -

But of this I found occafion to fpeak fomething particu.

larly before, and need not therefore infiftuponit in this

place. - R ‘

YL, I am to endsavor to clear up the jufiice and equity of

Cody in imputing Adam’s fin and guilt te his poflerity,
- Ha .

N
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The ndverfsfri'et of" lt::. doftrine under conlideration, de
principally found their oppofition upon itsincenfiftens
with the perfefions-of g:i. The,:prgtend that 33’&
would not be juft in appointing Adsm our furety and
reprefentative, when he knew he would fall, and involve
Jis polterity with him-in his guilt and mifery. -Thatit
were repugnant te the divine goodnefs, to contrive. fuch
a covenant, as would bring unavoidible mifery u
millions of fouls, who would be perfonally innocent: of
that tranfgreffion. And confequently that there could
be no fuch conflitution made by him, who is infinite juf-
tice and goodnefs. I fhall therefere be fomething par«
ticular in my endeavors to obviate this difficulty, and:-to
fhew how this deftrine is confiftent with the perfec.
tionsof God. This will appear by conﬁdeting, ,

1. That fuch a covenant with Adem would have been
in itfelf mrore likely to fubferve the interefls of mankind,
than for him and his pofierity to have been left under
the law of nature; and confe?uently what all mankind
would bave chofen for themfelvés, had they been then
exifting. - - ‘ . T

2. That we were all feminally in' Adam, end-in that
relpeé® parties in this covenant, - - :

3. That the good promifed by this covenant, was more
than propertionable to the cvil threateéned by it. And,

4. That God has, in infinite mercy, made a glorious
provifian fer our recovery from the fad effe@sof Adam’s
apoftacy. We are.then to confider, - : :

"1, That fuch & covenant with Adam weuld have been in
itfelf more likely to fubferve the intereft and advantage of
wmankind than for him and his paflerity to have been left un-
der the law of mature s and confeguently, what all mankind
would have chafen for themfelves, had they been then exifting.
The condition of Adam’s eftablifhnient in-a ftaté of life
and bappinefs, was certainly much eafier.to be compli-
ed with than the demandsof thelaw of nature. It was
much eafier for him to refrain from cating a partjcular
fruit in a garden, where there was'fo great a plenty,
3nd fuch a grateful variety of whatever could contribute
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“to hisfapport or delight, "than for him to ftand engaged

in perpetual obligations, undera penalty, to perform an.
exa@ and.perfeft obedience to-the law of nature. Se
; that with refpec to Adam himfelf, the goodnefs of God
:awas glorioufly difplayed, in bringing the terms .of his
}ife and flability fo low. ~And if we confider the cafe
‘with refpeét to bis defcemdants, it' will appear every
. 'way their intereft alfo, to have-their fafety put upon
-ghis ifflue. ‘There would bave been the fame manifefta-
<tion ef goodnefs to us, as te eur firft parents, if each ip-
. dividoal of the buman race conld have had perpetual
- life and perfe& happinefs perfonally propofed to themm,

 'ppon the {ame terms as they were to Adam ; and con-

fequently the goodnefs of God muft be equally acknow-
+ ledged, in joining their intereft with his in that covenant-
eranfa8ion. . ‘ s : :

.+ - This will appear, if we confider, that' every one:of
: :Adam’s pofterity would have been perpetually ander the

firiQeft obligstions of the law of nature, if-they had not
“been included in this covenant. They mult therefore

*every one of them be much more likely to fall, than A<
: dam himfelf was,. in that their fafety would have de

d upon a much more extenfive obedience. Their .

--obligations to the law, and their danger of violating it

. in. fome inftance or other, would have been.perpetunt,

+ and their Rability would therefore have been for ever

-precarious and uncertain. - Now, was it not better for
them, that their confirmation in a flate of continual ljfe

. and, peace, fhould depend only upon one fuch eafy ine
i ftance of obedience, tham that.each individual of them,,

left to 2&t for himfelf, fhonld be always expefed to the
lofs of God’s favor, upon- their violating any part of the

- Jaw of God, and always uncertain of their future hap-

pinefs. = . : :

<. Je will add furtiaer.weight to this reﬁe&ion,‘if we

N

confider, that Adam, in cafe he flood in a public capaci-
%y, was much more concerned to obey this preceptyand *
to obtain the bleffed canfequences of his obedience, than

- any one of his pofterity could have becn, had they per-
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fonally been put upon the fame trial.  His own eternaj
intereft was at {lake ; he had therefore a}l the induce-
ments from hope or fear, from a defire of happinefs, or
8 profpe& of mifery, that any of his pregeny could have
had, were they in his place. . But what an additional
_ concern would it naturally excite in bim, to confider;
thas the welfare of all his pofterity was embarked upon
the fame bottom, and that they as well as he muft be
everlaftiogly and incomparably bappy or miferable, aee
cording to his condudl 1n this moft important affair.—
Let it then be confidered, whether we have any reafon
to find fault, wben the terms of our fafety was made fo
very cafy 3 when our interefls were put into the hands of
our patural parent, who was not only as much concern-
ed to fecure his owh happinefs as ours, but'alfo under
the powerful influeénce of parental love and afle@ion te.
the numerous-offspring of his awn bowels, and therefore
in all thofe refpetts much more likely to procure our ef-
‘tablilment in a contioued happy life, than we could
‘have been ourfelves, if we bad not been interefted in this
Govenant, but left to fland or fall by the law of nature,
It may be alfo further confidered, that Adam being
God’s immediate workmanthip, and having immediatel
Feceived the law from the mouth of God himfelf, mul
Jave had more lively impreflions of hisintereft and duty,
tban any-of his natural pofterity ; and was, in that re-
{pe&t, alfo more likely than they could be, to have kept -
this covenant, and thereby to have fecured thé benefits
of it tohigfelf and them. : o
. 1 may alfoadd to this, that it feems abfolutely necef- -
fary: to the comfort and -happinefs of masnkind, that
there fhould have been fome- terms of confirmation and
eftablifiment propofed them. How miuch would it have
Jeflened and abridged the comforts and delights even of
Paradife itfelf, to baves confidered that happy ftatcas -
being always mutable, and liableto be forfeited and loft?
How could Adam, or his pofterity, have been any of
them truly and completely happy, even in a ftate of in-
tegrity, under the finging refle@ion, thatthey thould
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be for ever expofed, through the prevalence of tempts-
tion, to fall trom their innocence and from the favor of -
God? All the innocence, purity and perfe&tion of our

nature, in its original re&itude, could have been no fe-.

carity againft this melancholy apprebenfion ; for fome.

of the angels themfelves are become devils : and dread-

ful experience has taught as, how not only Adam him-.
folf, but all his pofterity would have been alwaya liable.

to the dreadful confequences of apoftacy from God.: -
What, therefore, but fome terms of confirmation in their -
flate of life and integrity, could have banithed this un-

cafy appreheifion from their breafts, and have put them
into a ‘capacity for complete fatisfaltion and happinefs ?.
And what cafier terms could have been thought of then

what .were propofed ? Had it been left to Adam himflf.
te flate his own terms, he conld have devifed notbing.

mere esdy and pradticable, - ,
From what has been {aid, it appoars to have been in
the nature of the thing much fafer. for us, and more to

our advaatage, to be reprefented in this covenant by our-

firflt parent, than for each one of us to have been left.
to uét feparately for ourfelves, In fhort, feme seras of
confirmation were wanted. Thole propofed were as:
ealy as could be defired. Adam was,.in all refpefls,
more likely to have come up to. thefe terms than we
could have been; and had he continued ia his obedieace:

as there Was the greatef reafonable profpe that he.

would have done, we fhoulj have perpetually acknow-
ledged and adored the wifdom, equity and goodnefs of

in this contrivance, to fecure the holinefs and hap~
pinefs of mankind for ever. Since,’ therefore, this tranf~

alios wasiu jvelf giood‘, juR and reafonable, moft wor- -
f

thy of God, and moit likely to fubferve our beft interefts,
the event that has happened gives no caufe of com=
plaint. God is juft 5 and we are jultly miferable.

To ufﬁz God’s forefight of the event, as an srgumens.

again(t the juftice and. cquity of the difpenfation, isim-
pertinent and unreafonable. The great God makes the
peckeRions of his own nature, sod net the condud of

~
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his creatures, the rule and reafon of his difpenfations.
~ Since this method was from the nature of things need-
fol for us, and moftlikely to fecure out happinefs, God
was good and juft in propofingit; whatever the event
would be; 'Bz(ides, we have reafon to fuppofe, God
knew that the event would have been much worfe for
‘us, than it now is, if we bad cach of us been left te
ftand or fall by the law of nature. Ged certainly knew-
how it would have beens And we have reafon to con-
¢clude from all appearances, that it would have turned
out toour ftill greater difadvantage. We fhonld have
had no terms of canfirmation ; 2nd sherefore at the beft
fhould none of us have ever been removed beyond fear
and denger. The conditions of our enjoying God’s favor
would have been much more difficult 3 but-the induce-*
- ments to take heed to ourfelves, nothing equal to what
Adam was under. Our expofednefs to temptations
would not.have been, #% his was, fhort and temporary &
But of a perpetual continuance, It is therefore the ftrong-
eft probability, that God knew how in that cafe we
fould every one fall; and how much worfe our flate
would then have been, than it now is, fince in that way
there could have been no room for the glorious remedy:
now provided, S ‘

- 2. It fhould alfo be cenfidered, that we were all fomi-
- nally in Adam ; and in that refpelt were all partiesto this
covenant, 1 {hall not-here infit upon the philofophi-
csl fpeculations of fome very great and learned men,
who {uppofe that every individual of the human race
_~were a&ually included in the loins of our firft parent,
and were atually exifiing in miniature, as a part of
him ; and as fuch, partakerd with him io his firft tfsnf
grefBon. Fhough thefe think, that they have carried
their hypothefis bigher than mere conje@ure, and made’
4t at leaft probable to be true; andif true, to be a {olu-’
vion of the greateft difficulties relating to the ptopaga.
tion of original fin: Yet, I think we ought to ‘havea
more fure foundation, to build our faith of this impor-
tant agticle opon. Itmay therefore be .confidéred,

4
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. whether the words of our text does -not dire&ly lead
_ 708 to a view of the propapation, as wcll as imputation
- of Adam’s fin to bis pofterity, We are thercfore in-
" formed, that in him (fo in the Greek).all have finned.
' . And the fame thing feems to be likewife illuftrated
from 1 Cor. xv. 22, In Adam all-died. We were in
him, it is troe, as he was our moral er legal head and re-
.-prefentative: And if we were only thus in him, we
muft with him be jointly concerned, and accountable
, for his'condu&. But it is certain we were, if not per~
" fonally, yet virtually in him, as our natural, as well as
.our legal head; and this may prubably be referred to
in the text now cited. We were in him, as the fruit
. is in the feed ; as the fprouts are in the root s as Eve
. was in him, when one of his ribs; and were really de-
- rived from bis eflence. -~ Adam was guilty, torally and
"wniverfally fo: Na part of him was innocent ; but eve-
_ry part chargeable with the fame guilt. And if we
were then a part of him, as it is certain we were, we
muft have béen fo far guilty of his apoftacy. Let it
. therefore be {fuppofed, that when the covenant was
made with Adam (whereby he was to ftand or fall, ac-
_«cording to his eating or forbearing to eat of the forbid-
den fruit) we were all of us at that time a part of him ;
will it not hence follow, that the -covenant was made
with us, as well ag with him'; that it was made with
every past of him; and that every part of him muft

- partake of the confequences of his condv& while'in that

Jlate of trial ? This being fuppofed, it will not fellaw

_ that his fin and guilt delcended to us merély by natu--

ral generation, or that the fin-of our immediately pa-
" rents, as well as our firft parents, is imputable to us,as
~being a part of them. For, as Adam was but onge,
- and none of his defcendants were at all, in a flate of tri-
- al for confirmation and eftablifhment in original righ-
teaufnefs and happinefs; fo that covenant could be but
ence broken, eitger by himfelf or bis pofterity,. We
-could not be guilty of original fiz- in. Adam, but only

when he him{elf was guilty of it by eating the forbid-

0

e e

PN




*

‘96 - rue NATURE and CONSEQUENCES

den fruit. We are guilty, not merely as defcendants
from Adam3 but asbeing naturally, as well as-legally,
in him wken he vitlated the firft covenant, We were,
it istrue, in the loins of our immediate parents, duriog
- all their tranfgre{lions of God’s law, as well as in the
- Joins of Adam when he broke this-covenant; but we
‘could not be in them, as we were ‘in him, guilty of vi.
olating any terms of eRablithment in life and peaco;
for: there were no fuch terms made with them. And
" therefore we could net in them forfeit a confirmation
in a ftate of life and happinefs, which was never pro-
pofed to them, either for themfelves or us; nor could
we in them bring upon ourfelves the dreadful confe-
quences of fuch forfeiture, in our death and ruin, The
terms of life propofed in the covenant of grace are in
and by 3 Mediater 3 and our interefts in the benefits of
that covenant, is only in the way of our perfonsl faith
in him, and acceptance of him and his offered falvation 5
and- therefore by the tenor of the new covenant, nei-
ther the helinefs ner impiety of our progenitors can de.
fcend to us, or fo far affe@ us, as that we fhould ftand
or fall by it. . But in the prefent cafe, 31l Adam’s in-
terefls were concerned in that_covenant-tranfalioh,
an? :is whole felf was to fland or fall on the terms pro-
€d. :
If it be objefted, that our fouls were not fo much as
femimlily in"Adam at all ; and confequently not in this
refpe@ chargeable with his fin and guilt :—1I anfwer, it
would be proper for us to know fomething more abont
the time and manner of the upion of our fouls and bo-
dies; before we decree too pofitively in this matter.
‘Whether our {ouls were all created in the beginnings
whether the organiaed bodies of the human fpecies
were included in miniature in Adams loins, and all
their fouls then united to them; whether the foul of
exch fwtus is immediately crested and infuled at the
time of conception ; or elfe united to the embryo in the
mother’s womb ; or whether in fome other unknown
time and mananer; thefe are things which, for my part,



or ORIGINAL SIN g

1 prafefs to know nothing about. And it is poffible,
that they who talk moft boldly and confidently upon this
fubje&, are really as ignorant of it as [ am. ~ And why
fhould we grope in the dark, to remove dificulties out
of our way, that we are not certain were ever in it ?
Thus much appears evident to me, that we were in the
fame fenfe in Adam’s loins, and a part of him, when he
violated the firft covenant, as, we now are his natural
pofterity. And as truly as we are his fced, defcended
from bhim, fo truly did we in the fame refpeét fin in
him, when he fell. The apoftle tells us, Heb, vii. 10.
That Levi was in the loins of his futher Abraham, whew
Meichizedec met him. And it is as true, that we were
all in the loins of our father Adam, when he broke the
firlt covenant, But in how lax«a fenfe foever this be
allowed to be true, it ferves to clear up the juftice and
-equity of God in making us parties in. that covenmant,
when we were branches in him, with whom the cove-
nant was perfonally made. If it was equitable, for
God to covenant with him on his own behalf, it #vap
equitable to covenant with bim on ovrs alfo, who wers
a part of him, and fo nearly concerned with him in
‘that ‘tranfa&ion.” Doubtlefs we fhould have thought it
cqual in God, to make us joint partakers with Adam in .
the glorious confequences of his obedience, if he had
ftood. We thould perhaps have thought it hard, if we
who were fo nearly nnited to him, both by nature and
intercft, thould have been fecluded the blefled privilege 3
and put upon harder tetms of happiuefs, than he was.
And the equity of God’s difpenfition is the fame, how-
ever the event turned out. In 3 werd, it was from the
nature of the thing moft agrecable, that we fhould be
m Adam as eur covenant-head, fince we werce in him as
in our natural head; that the ftreams fhould partake of -
-the quality of the fountain, and the branches be of the
fame kind with the ftock, from whence they fpring. -
. 2. Lt may be further confidered that the good promif- -
ed by this covenant, was more than propertionable to the evil
ehreatencd by jt.=~By what Ilha ve already {3id upon this

~
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fubjeft, the juftice of God is I think cléar from all jm-
utation,'in incloding Adam’s pofterity with himfelf
Fn the firft covenant made with him. = And what is now
propofed, may ferve to difplay the goodnefs of God, in
the gracious terms and tenor of that covenant. Had
the threatening and promife annexed to that covenant,
been but proportionable to one another, the terms muft
have been allowed to beequal and right.  Hence there-
fore fo much of the goodoefs of God was manifefted in
that difpenfation, as the promifed %ood \vas in propor-
tion greater than the threatened evil, ' ,
Lot the cafe then be confidered, and it will apperr,
that the obedience which God ¢laimed of Adam in this
inftance of his trial, was vaftly lefs, than what was due
by the law of nature 3 and that the penalty annexed to
his difohedicnce, was no more than would have been,
by the ftriéteft rules of juftice, the demerit of his vio-
Jating the law of nature in any inftance whatfoever ; and
would therefore have beem eminently due to his finaing
againft fo mych goodnefs, as appeared in bringing the
terms of his eftablithment {o-low as they were brought.
But then on the other hand, he could have had no claim
to cternal life, but from the mere grace and favor of
God, if e had not only cbeyed this precept, but beea
perfe& in his obedience to the whele law. _For, though
a happy exiftence miy be reafonsbly expe&ted by an in-
. mecent creature, fo long.as God fees caufe to prolong
hisbeing : Yet as God cannot be in debt to any of his
creatures, he cannot owe them fo much as the benefit
of any -exiftence at all ; and therefore cannot owe them
an cternal continuance of life and happinefs. As God
could not owe us.our being, before we had it 5 neither
can he be brought in debt to us by any thing we can do,
to continue our being when we have it. Our obedi-
.ence cannot lay him under any obligation to us. Ifwe
- de righteous, what give we him 2 or what receiveth he at aur
hands ? : ’

This then is the true Rate of the cafe: A compleat and
Perperual obedience to the whole law of nature was
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due to God by our firft parents, ag he was their Crea-
tor, ahd the author of their being and powers. Death
was the juft and natural penalty of their difobedience
in any inftance. . So far thercfore as God leflencd the -
obligation, he relaxed the penalty of their difobedience,
While on the other hand, eternal life was infinitely
more than could be claimed as a debs for the moft per.-
felt obedience ; and therefore there was certainly afto-
nithing 'grace and goodnefs in making it the reward of
their refraining from the forbidden fruit. Thus we fee
how vaft the difproportion appearg, between the threat-:
ening and.the promife annexed to this covenant. The
former was a deht by the laws of ftriCtelt juftices the
latter anaét of mere grace and goodnefs, The former
would have been the juft wages of fin, if there had been’
no threateping annexed to the command of.God; the
latter is what Adam could never have deferved: for him-
{felf 5 and much lefs for his pofterity. lathe former,
God did as it were depart from his own right, and give
up part of his juflt claim ; he might have demanded per-.
feét, univerfal and cternal obedicnce, as the only condi-
tion of his favor : and yet he promifed perpetual life:
and bappinefs upon a fingle, tempgorary, and eafy ob-
fervance of his will.. 1n the latter, God fecured to A-
dam more than his righr, infinitely more thap he could
have claimed by the laws of nasural juftice. How then:
can we complain of the inequality of this difpenfation, -
in which there is fuch a manifeftation of eondefcending:
grace and goodnefs, as deferves our perpetual acknow-"
ement and admiration! To all this may be added,
4 That God has in infinite mercy made a glovious pro-
vifion for aur recovery froms the Jad effeits of Adam’s apgfiar
¢y. Our adverfaries imagine it inconfiftent with' the.
goodnefs of God, that we fhould all perith on account:
of Adam’s fin. But how could it be incanfiflens with
his goednefs, to reward. us acoording to our defert ? L
think, I have madeit appear, that the tesms of that co-
venant with refpeét both to Adam aond his polterity,. -
were equal and right ; that there was no appecarance:
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_ of feverity ¢ but fpecial manifeftations of gracious conc
delcenfion in that admirable dif] enfation. And what
have we now to fay for ourfelves, why fentence fhould’
not be executed upon us, according tothe tenor of the
broken law ? Can not God be good in the difplay of his
juflice ? Was it inconfiftent with God’s goodnefs, to
take the forfeiture st the hands of the fallen angels?
Or would it have been any more contrary to his good-
nefs, to have referved us, as he did them in chawns of
Warkne[s, unto the judgment of the great day }—But befure

. all murmuring and complaint fhould be filenced forever,
“when we cenfider what a rePrieve was granted to fuch
poor criminals at the bar of juftice ; and when we con-
fider, at what.an infinite price our redemption from
death and ruin was provided and purchafed. Sball we
complain, wha ase thus diftinguifired from the angels
that fell, by the glad tidings of a Saviour ; while the.
fruit of their firft difobedience was hopelefs and remedi-
lefs perdition ? Shall ‘we complain, when Ged has had
fuch compaffion on our perifhing circumftances, as to

_ purchafe our deliverance with the blood of hisown Son?
‘Shall we complain, who have opportunity to be reflor-
ed with fo much greater adyantages, and-to be partak-
ers of fo much greater bleflednefs, than could have been.
hoped for from the law of pature ? Here is grace wor-
thy of our higheft gratitude : Grace, that fhall be admir-.
ed, adored, and praifed beth by angels and men toall.
sternity. : :

confirmation in our original ftate of happinefs were ne-
ceffary forus; that the terms propofed were moft equal,,

-, eafy, and good ; that it was from the nature of the

thing beft for us, and what we fhould have chofen for
ourfefves if we had been then exifting, that Adam fhould
reprefent us ; and ftand or fall for us, as well as for him~

. felf 3 that we were in- Adam, and a part of him, when

he reprefented us in that covenant-relation: And it

was therefore to be expefted from the reafon of the:

thing as well as from the_ tener of the covenant, that.

ﬁpom the whole then it.appears, That fomé terms of:

.
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the branches fhould partake of the quality of the flock,.
‘from whence they {prungs and that theﬁnod centain-
ed in the promife of this covenant was vaftly more than-
proportional to the evil threatened. Is notall this fuf-
ficient to quiet our minds; and make us filently and
humbly acquiefce in this difpenfation as meft juft and
equal ? It will certainly appear to be o, when we fur-
ther conlider the infinite compaffion that has looked upon:
us in our blood s fasd upto us, live; and redecemed us from
the demerit of our apoftacy by the blood of God mani~
feftin the flefh, ’ .
God omnifcient, knew indced, that we fhould fall and
violate this covenant 5 and that all the pofterity of A~
dam'would:become guilty and miferable by his eating the
forbidden fruit. This may perhapsat firft view appear’
a hard difpenfation, that God fhould, without our con-
fent join our lot with our firft parents, when he knew
that they would fall; and we in them. But then if we
not only confider what has already been faid in anfwer
to this ; but remember, that he who knew we fhould”
fall, did alfo defign us a glorious recovery from our fal-
len flate, that he defigned to difplay his grace and love
in the Redemption of fallen perithing creatures with
fuchan infinite price; and to bring them into fa much:
better circumftances, than they were in by the law of
nature 3 {orely every hard thought of God muft vanifh-
before this refle@tion; and we muft rather adore and
praifey than complain of this glorious contrivance. Did
God foreknow, that Adam would break through the
moft juft terms of life and happinefs, that were propofed:
to him in this firft covenant ;. and involve himfelf and-
his pofterity in guilt and ruin? But did not' God alfo-
forcknow, that he would contrive a method- of redemp-
tion, that fhould diftinguifh Adam and his defcendants

as peculiar fubjgéts of his grace and favor, above the .

reft of the rational world, purchafe their happinefs with

an infinite price, make the terms of their falvation moft:

ealy and honorable, bring them near to himfelf, and put:

them under the bzt advantages to be happy here,. and:
1z ,
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happy for ever 2 Where is murmuring then? J¢ is ex-
cluded. By what law ?-——Of works ? ' Nay, but by the law-
of faith, If all this will net fatisfy us, in the equity of-
this difpenfation of God toward us, it muft be becaife.
we are uswilling to fee the loft and undone ftate that: -
we are naturally in; or elle becaufe we are willing to.
fhift off the blame of it fomewhere elfe. But it is time-
L thould proceed to the confideration of the other part
of my fubjeét. : ’

DPrer. 111 Weare all, by virtue of our original fin.and:
guilty jufily liable to death, temporal, fpiritual, and etere.
nal,

I have already in a great meafure anticipated what
would naturally occur under this propofition ; and fhall-
therefore be very brief upon the-illuftration of it, in
two or three particulars; and then proceed ta obviate.
fome objections that lic in our way.

1. Then, as.I have already fhewn, it is a- plain.fad-
which cannot be reafonably difputed, that the teraporal
and fpirirval penalty annexed to the firft.covenant,arein-
flited upon all. Adam’s natural pofterity. It is opento
every onc’s oblervation, that the groundis curfed for man’s.
Jakey that in forrow we eat of it all the days of our lives,
that in the fweat of our face we eat our bread, until we res
turn unte theground.  And it is indifputably evident too,
that we are naturally dead in trefpajfes and fins ; and that
we have hard hearts, corrupt afle&ions, irregular appe-
tites and paffions, and. a dreadfal promptitude to the
ways of fin and death., 'We can.be no more certain of.
our being, than of this corruption of our patures, and.

- this depravity of all the powers and faculties of cur fouls.
and bodies, That all. this is the fruit and confequence
of our etiginal apoftacy, L have largely hewn already.
If any fhould objcdt, and fay, How can thefc things be?

I zolwer, they are {o by the divine defignation and ap-
poirtment 5 and they are therefore certainly moft equal
and juft. If all that has been faid already will not quiet.
the minds of qbje@tors, thisone.confideration is fuffici-
evt to do it ; That God, whofe ways are all judgment,,

\
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who is a God of truth and without iniquity, juft and right,
hasannexed thefe penalties te our firft tranfgreflion ; and-
e has infliGted them upon us; and therefore we are-
fure, thatit is equal and right that he fhould do fo. Let-.
it be further confidered, . *

2. That while we continue in this ftate, which we-:
are naturally in, we are utterly unqualified for eternal -
life, It capnotbe fuppofed that a God of infinite puri- -
'ty and holinefs will.admit polluted and finful creatures -
inte his immediate prefence; and reward - their finful
naturesand pratices, with the glories -of the heavenly
world.  No ! He is of purer eyes than to behold evils-and -
cannot look upon iniquity. Heb. ty 13.«If -the heavens are -
not clean in his fight : But he chargeth the angels with fol-'

. Iy, how much ‘mere abominable and filthy is man, whe drink-.
eth tn iniquity like water! Job xv, 15, 16.—But were it -
even fuppofed, that we could be admitted te thisheaven-.
"ly ftate with our natural corruptionsand finful affe&ions,
with that enmity to God and godlinefs, which we ail .
expérience in our unrenewed natures; W hat comfort
could we find there 2 What comfort could the fenfual-
ift find,  where there would be no objefls to gratify the -
perpetual cravings of his feafual appetite ? What com-
fort could be found in the enjoyments.and employinents.
of heaven, by thofe, to'whom thefe f{piritual exercifes .
would be matter of eternal averfation? What comfort-
would be found in being eternally confined to fuch com-
pany, as is our burthen here; and would be for-ever op~
pofite and difagreeable to ourmatural difpofitions and in-
clinations 2~ To fuch as thefe heaven itfelf would be a
fort.of hell 5 and even the glorious prefenceof God an -
.everlafting- torment,. Whence it is apparent, that un-
lefs we are renewed in the {pitiv of our miads, 2nd have
our corrupt natures: fan&tified, we cannot be meet for the
snheritance of the faints in light 5 for no unclean thing fhall-
_enter there. - We are natarally. impure and ‘defiled 5 and
none but the pure in heart fhall fee God. Matth, V. 8—.
This brings me to obferve,

3+ That all who live and die in that flate of morel defile-- i

-~
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ment, svhich wearebrought into by our original apafts~
cy, mult neceffarily perifl: cternally. 1 have already ob-
forved, that fuch as thefe are net meet for the kingdom
of glory. No ! when they leave thig world, ke that is
unjufl, muft be unjuft flill. None put they that do God’s
commandmeats, will have right to enter through the
gates into the city of heaven. Where then muft they
go? There isno middle ftate to be expefted in the fu-.
ture world, [Either heaven or hell, eternal happinefs.
or eternal mifery, muft be the portion of all the chil-
dren of men, when they have dope with time, 'Whence
it is evideat, that our original fin expofes us to eternal.
death. We are accordipgly reprefented in fcripture, as
being by ngture.the children of wrath. Eph.ii. 3. As.
being condemued already, and haviag the wvath of God a-
biding enus, whilft withent an intereitYn Chrift by faith..
John iii. 18, 36. We are plainly and pofitively inforr’pff;,-.,.
ed by our bleffed Lord himfelf, that ewcept we. are barmrys
© again, except we be converted and brought out of t}nfgwj
" ftate of fin and death, which we are naturally in,we =
Jhall in neusfe enter into the kingdom of God. John iii.g.+
.Matth. xviii. 3.— I'here. is no falvation to be hoped for, .-
unlefs our old things pafs away, and all things become néw
in our fouls, unlef; we are created anew in Chrift Fefus unto-
good works, which God hath fore-ordained that we fhould
walk in them.—This then is the fum of the matter : The
fin of Adam has reigned unto death ; for the judgment
was by this one man unto condemnation; and by the offence - .
of ene, judgment ts come upon all men to condemnation ! as
in the 16th, 18th, 3nd arit verfes of our context. Itis-
therefore a fad and dreadful truth, and will certainly . .
be found fo in the.conclufion, whatever-imaginations.
men may eatertain to the'contrary, that our original fin-
is initfelf fufficient to render us etermally miferable, if -
_itbe not wafhed awa& in the blood of Chriit. '

It may be here objeéted, That God himfelf has cleaved
up the equality of hus difpenfations toward the children of
men, by affuring us that the foul which.fins th2ll die, and

. that he will not_charge fin upon any but them who commis:

v
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. : ,
#. How then can it be eqnal with God te charge the fin of"
Adam, any mare than the fin of ethers, upon thofe that never
‘commttedit, nor. confentedto 1t 2 .

To this Lanl{wer: Who art thou, O man, that replieft
4{&‘7:[} God.!—1I think, I have already made it evident,
that this is an.undoubted faét, and plainly true, that A.

dam’s fin isimputed to us. And fhall we dare to arraign.

-God’s juftice and equity, becaufe we cannot fully fee
o through the methods of his difpenfations? Lez the poifs
Rerds “firive with the fot/hqr;b of the earth; but let not
proud worms contend with their Maker, . -We fee that we.
are corrupted and defiled ; we feel that we are finful,.
and therefore guilty & obmnqxious to God’s wrath 3 and:
“we know, from the infinite perfe@ions of the divine.
nature, that the righteous God has done. righteoufly, whe-.
- ther We fee through it or not. .
sy I further add, to what has.been faid. to ¢lear up the.
Wity of God’s difpenfation toward us, That we do all:
35,:% naturally confent to Adam’s {in, and in that way
sllo rhake itour own. Thereis none of Adam’s proge~
"~y but what are by nature prompted to,and thereby ma-.
“nifeft their approbation of the like fins with thofe that.
abr firft parents committed; Did they. call in queftion.
thie truth of God’s word? And does not every uafane-
tified perfon daily dothe fame thing ? Did they yield to.

the temptation of Satan? And does not every man in a

natural ftate likewife do [0 continually 2—Were they.

atted by pride and ambition to feek a more exalted fta-
tion than God had placed them in? Andare not the fame-
afpiring views in the hearts of all men by nature? Are -

Rrot we, as they were, influenced by irre%ular {enfual aps

petites > And do not we continually violate God’s com-

mands and prohibitions ?>—T hus we manifeft our appro-
bation of our firft parents {in, and as it were a& it over.
again. - We are by natuye of the fame temper and dif-
pofition that they fhewed in the commiffions of this fin.

By a juft conftruftion, we may be faid to be inwardly.

pleafed with their difobedience ; and are thereby par-

takers with them in theiv iniquity, As our blefled Savipug:
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threatened the Scribes and Pharifees, and ather l'eaden;"
of the Jews, that upon them fhould come all the righteous,

. blood fhed upen the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel,

unto the blood of Zecharias fon of Barachias. Matth, xxiv,
'35.—Becaufe they were inflaenced by the fame cruel’
aud bloody difpofitions, and went on in the fame methods.
of perfecuting the faints of God with their wick?d and,
malignant anceftors; and by approving and imitating,
their fin, brought their guilt on their own heads, ln.
the fame manner are we all guilty of Adam’s fin, and

" liable to the penalty of it. e are upon the fame ac-

count as much chargeable with his apeftacy, as thefe.
Jews were with all the bload fhed from Abel to Zecha-’
rias, If we did not perfonally commit that fin, we are
naturally difpofed to the fame kind of difobediénce, and,
are daily imitatisg, and thereby approving and making
ourfelves guilty of that firft tranfgreflion. = ;
Imight yet further obferve, that this obje&ion proves:,
too much, if any thing atall. I think that not only the.
Arminians, but all that acknowled%e the divine autha-,
rity of the feriptures muft own, that temporal calami-
ties are fome way or other the conféqnences of Adam’s
fall,  And it is equally unjuft to inflict a greater as a.,
leffer penalty, without demerit. 'We are certain, that.

God doth aétually, and by confequence, that he doth -

juftly infli& temporal punifhments upen us for Adam’s
fin; and it tl:erz:;rc E:mot be uneg:;al with God, to .
punifh us for a fio that we have not perfonally commit.
ted. Befides, if we are, on account of Adam’s apoftacy,
juftly liable to temporal calamities, we are juftlpy liable

. to eternal mifery alfo. We have not merited the former,

unlefs we are thereby become finners 3 and if we are,
finners, we as‘well deferve the latter—for eternal death
isthe joft wages of fin. This objection’ is, therefore,,
ungrounded and unreafonable, ;

1t may be further objected, That God has exprefsly
declared in Ezek. xviii, 20, * That the fon fhall not bear
the indquity of the father, nor the father bear the iniquity of |

" the forn,  The righteoufuefs of the vightcous Jhall be upon

-
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Rimey and the nn‘chdne_/} of the wicked fhall be upen him.—~
How then can it be true and confiftent with this decla-

Tation from God’s own mouth, that our firft parentsfin . -

4hould be imputed to;us P
. To this 1 anfwer, that this paffage refers only to thofe
children that do not imitate or walk in the finful prac-
tices of their parents, but hate and forfake them : And
thus God himfelf expounds his meaning in the centext.
If the fon [eeth all his father’s fin, and confidereth and doth
not fuch like he fhall not die for the iniquity of his fathers
he fhall furelylive. But then on the contrary, God has
threatened thofe children which imitate their. parents
fins, that he will vifit the iniguity of the fathers upon the
~ childreny unto the third and fourth generation of them shat
hate kim. Exod, xx. 5,—And the reafon of the thing
is obvious. The fin of their parents fhould have been 2
warning and admonition to them, to bave watched a-
geintt and aveided their finful courfes. Thefe fhould
have been as a beacon to caution them apainft the rocks
upon which their fathers have ftruck and perithed.—
They thould have deterred them from going on in the
fame way of deftrution. Had any of our parents fal-
Aen a facrifice to human juftice for treafon and rebellion
agaioft their prince, or had they brought any remarka-
ble calamity upon themfelves by their irregularities anid
mifdemeanore, thould we not improve it as a warning
againft imitating their example, left we bring the fame
mifery and ruin upon ourfelves, as we have feen to fall
upon our pareats heads? And is there not much greater
reafon to avoid the paths of fin, in which any of us have
feen our parents walk, to their eternal ruin in another
world? ‘But if inftead of taking warning by their wick-
ed life, we imitate and approve it, if we go on in the
fame courfes of impiety which they lived in, and there- .
by juftify their finful condu&, we make ourfelves parta-.
kers of their crimes,and upon that account defc_rvg alfo
to be parrakers of theis punifhment.—It is accordingly
‘offered as a realon of Belthazzar’s ruin, that be {aw his
father’s obftinacy, pride and fall, and yet he his fon had
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wet humbled his heart, though he knew all this. Dan, v, 2a.
- And if we apply this to the prefent cafe, I have thewn
already, that we all narurally imitate and nlpp:bve the
fin of our firft parents, and aré, therefore, all juftly lia-
ble to the penalty. We are partakers of their puilt,
and therefore deferve to thare in the punithment of it.
I.may alfo obferve, that if this and other fuch texts of
fcripture were taken in the moft unlimited feafe poffi-
ble; if it were fince the fall, in all cafesand all inflances
true, that vhe jon (hall not bear the iniquity of his father,
it would nothing affeét the cafe before us. For no pa-
rents are confidered now as the legal reprefenters of
‘their cLildren, as tranfa&ing ina moral capacity for them,
afd fanding or falling in theit place and ftead, in the
fame fenfe as I have proved to be the cafe with refpeét
to our firft parents. As Adam wasfet in a public'capa-
city, he finned as the covenant-head and reprefentative
+-of all his pefterity ; and for that reafon his firft tranf-
greflion is imputed to us. But the following fins of
his life were not imputed to us: The reafon of this is,
as I have thewed above, becaufe the original difpenfa- .
tion er probationary ftate Adam was put_under, came
to a period on his firft fin and fall, fo that he no longer
afted-in the cipacity of a public perfon, our federal head
andf{uréty s therefore none of his confequent fins were
- imputed to his pofterity, any more than the fins of our
immediate progenitors. It will not therefore tollow,
that'God doth not impute the guilt of our firft parents
apoftacy to their pofterity, becaufe he deth not punith
us for the fins of our immediate parents, fince the former
afted in a public relatdon, but the latter a only in a
private and perfonal capacity. , ‘

It may be further urged againft this propofition, That
it dooms smultitudes of peor infants to hell, who never cor-
mitted any allual fin, and is therefore a doétrine fo cruel and
unmerciful, as to be unworthy of God.

To this 1 anfwer, that the greateft modefty becomes
us in drawing any conclufions on this fubjet.” We have

~ indecd the higheft encouragement to dedicate our chil-
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drento Chrift, fince he has told us, 6f fuck is the king-
dom of heaven ; and the ftrongeft realon for hope as to
the happinefs of thofe deceafed infants, who have been
thus dedicated to. him, But God has not been pleafed
to reveal to us, how far he will extend his uncovenanted
mercy, to others that dic in infancy.. As, on the one
hand, I do not knew that the fcripture any where af-
fures us, that they fhall all be faved : So, on the other .
hand, we have not, that I know of, any evidence, from
" fcripture or the nature of things, that any of thefe will
eternally perith. Allthofe that die in infancy may, for.
ought weknow, belong to the. election of grace, andbe
predeflinated to the adoption of children.. They may,
in methods to us unknown, have the benefits of Chnt’s
redemption applied to them, and thereby be made heirs
of eternal glory. They are, it is true, naturally under
the guilt and pollution of original fin;. but they may
notwithftanding this, for any thing that appears to the
contrary, be renewed by the gracious. influerces of the
{pirit of God ; and thereby be made meet for eternal life.
1t therefore concerns us, without any bold and prefump-
tuous conclufions, to leave them in the hands of that
God, whofe tender mercies are over all his. works,

Having thus briefly ftated and explained the doftrine
of original fin, and endcavored to obviate the difficulties
that lie inthe way : I fhall mow proceed to make foma
practical refleétions upon what has been faid, by way of .
improvement, ‘ : :

Usk L. This fhews us the miferabls perifhing circumflans
ces of all unconverted finners s of all that continue in.tha
flate of pollution and guilt, that they are maturably im—
It is a dreadful thing to ke enemies to the living-God,
a fearful thing to fall ints his hands. 1f the wrath of a king
be as the rearing of a liom, how terrible is the wrash
of the omnipotent God ! How terrible will his eternal..
indignation be, to all thofe who are the miferable fubjefls
of it! This is a thought that might jullly furprize the
fecureft finner living, For who can fland before his indig-
nation, when his fury is pourxezl, oxt like a fire ; andthe yocks

”»
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are threwn downby him ! What keart can endure or hands
be firong when the Lord fhall deal with them ! How fhock-
ing a thought muft it therefore be, to confider the. far
greateft part of the world of mankind fo obnoxious as
eventually to foffer the eternal difpleafure of a juft and
almighty God ! All that live and die in 2 ftate of nature,
are inevitably miferable for ever. Their original fin,
- as I have fhewn, is {ufficient to condemn them. They
can never be admitted to Heaven with that corruption
and defilement, with that hardnefs of heart, and enmity
to God, which they have derived from our firft parents.
And while they remain unfan&ified, they are continual-
ly adding to this originally weight dreadful loads of
guilk, by their innumerable a&ual %ns; and thereby in-
crealing their mifery, and expofing themfelves to more
- amazing condemnation, And is this a ftate to be con-
“tinued 1n ? Can men fleep fecure, while the flames of
infinite wrath {urround them ? Can they be content to
dwell with devouring fire ; and to inhabit everlafling burn-
ings # Does it not infinitely concern every one, to me-
ditate a deliverance from that undone condition, which
they are naturally in; and to flee for refuge ; to lay hold .
upon the hope that is fet before them ? 1s it not of infinite
importance, that our hearts be changed, our patures re-
-newed and fanflified ; and we made meet for an inherit-
ance with the faints in light ? '
" Let men now difputc asartfully as they pleafe, againft
1Le dottrine of original fin; let them flatter themfelves
with the goodnefs of their hearts, and the goednefs of
thgir ftate, till they lull their confciences afleep, and
quiet their minds with the vain dream of fafety and bap-
pinefs: It will neverthelefs appear in the conclufion,
that our carnal minds are enmity againft God; and can
‘mever, without a renewing {an®ifying change, be ad-
mitted into his prefence. Of what vaft confequence is
it therefore, for every one to fee and confider his ftate
really ss it iss and not cry peace to his foul, wheni God
f: ays, There is no peace to the wicked! Haw dangerous is
13 to Live ignorant of our original fin and guilt! How
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dangerous to remain quiet and fecure in a flate of death ;
a0d not to be undeceived, until it is too late ! The doc.
trine I have been treating of, is not to be confidered
as a matter of mere fpeculation, that may without preju-
dice to_our fouls be indifferently either believed or re< -

_Je&ed. The difeafe is too dangerous, to be carelefsly
negle€ed; and will certainly prove mortal to all that
does not difcover their mifery and hazard, and repair to
the great Phyfician of fouls for a recovery from it, It
‘will not do to difpute the malady when the {ymptoms
of death are upon our fouls. I cannct fee how any
man can be in the way of falvation, while infenfible of
his natural mifery and finfulaefs, while ignorant of ths
corruption of his mind and confcience, hardnefs of his
beart, the obftinacy of his will, the vileaels of his afe
fe&tions and appetites, the depravity of his -paflions,
and the pollution of his whole foul.” For hew can he
mourn after a pardon of the fin, that he neither fees
nor teels > How can he in earneft feck a recovery from
fuch a condition, as appears gaod enough already ? To
what purpofe would it be, to endeavor to purify the
ftreams, when the fountain is corrupt and polluted ; to
feek a reformation from particular {ins, when the whole
nature is fin and defilement, the whole head fick, andthe
whole heart faint ? Verily the whole need not a phyfician'; bug
they that are fick, Mat. ix. 12, Itis therefore of the
laft neceflity, for finners-ta fee the finfulnefs and mifery
of their ftate by nature, to fee that they are undone in
their prefent condition, to have a lively impreffion of
their dreadful danger, while enemis to God, and heirg
of perdition s that this awakeaing profpe® may make
them in earneft repair to the fountain of grace and life.

- —If ever finners are brought. to a. fincere repentance,
they will be deeply humbled under a fenfe of their ori-
ginal fin and the corruption of their natures, as well as
tranfgreffions of their life.  They will groan out Da-
vid’s comyplaint, Bekold, I was JShapen in iniquity s and in
Sin did my mother conceive me : and will, with the apoftle,
mourn after deliverance from the bedy of this death,—As -

D A
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for others, that are fleeping fecure in this perifhing con-
dition, they muft quickly awake out of fleeps or
be terribly .convinced, that God is moft juft in imput-
ing and punifhing the.fin of our firft parents, when eve--

- vy mouth will be flopped, and the whole world be judged in

righteoufne/s.

Use I1. Let this fubjeét be improved by way of ear-
neft exhortation to every one, to mate it the fpecial care
and. bufinefs of their lives, to get out of that (late of fin and
guilt, which they are naturally in. Methinks, the con-
fideration of what has been already faid, might be argu-
ment onough to prevail with every one, ferioufly and

. earneftly to endeavor an <fcape from their mifery and

danger. Are you dead in trefpaffes and fins? Are you
under the condemnation and curfe of the law ? 1s theeter-
nal God, as a righteous judge, your enmemy ! Are you
expofed to everlafting ruin and perdition ! Is this yovr
eftate by pature ? Are you thus expofed to God’s wrath

" by the fin of our firft parents? What-a far more exceed-

ing weight of wrath muft you then be under, by the

vait. addition you have made to your original guilt>

. How dresdful will your final condemnation be, when
" not_only your original, but all your numerous-a&tu-

al fins, attended with fuch mighty aggravations, are
hereafter punifhed according to their demeric. Let
the appeal be therefore made to your own confcienecs,
whether it be not of greateft concernment to.get into a
‘better and {afer fate, than this is ; to get your natore
fan&ified and rencwed 5 to fecure the favor of God;

* and to be fitted to-appear before your judge with com-

forty when e fhall appear, and his reward fhall be with
him !—Have you any defire of the comforts of a religi-
ous life! Have you any defire of the favor of Gad, now
in this world, or hereafter in your eternal flate? You
muft then make it 'your prefent and a&ive care, to ob-
tain a faving converfion unto God. 1norderto which,
let’me propofe the following dire®tions. .

1. Meditate much-upon your prefent mifery, in all.its ag-

§ravations, 1hope, what has been faid may give youa

-
v
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rationd] -conviftion of the-fad truth I have been treating
of : but this is not {ufficient ‘to awaken your care and
diligence.. Multitudes that'acknowledge this do@rine,
do notwithftanding fleep on, in a fatal fecurity, and pe-
riTh forever.—And this is'like to-be your cafe alfo, if
you are not brought to fuch ‘an awakening lively im-
preflion of your guilty perithing circumftances, as:makes. -
you cry-out with-diftrefs-of foul, What fhall I do to be’
Javed ? Laber thercfore for a realizing affeéting appre-
henfion of ‘your extrgme mifery, and dwell in a conti-
nued'view .of it. View your circumfances as they ap-
pear by the‘law of God, 'which thunders forth indigna--
tion and wrath, tribulation and anguifh againft you. View
‘them as they will appear when you come to die ; and
have nothing in profpect but the dreadful effe&s of your
fin and guilt ;- when nothing remains but a fearful looking
fory of fiery indignation, ready to confume you, except
‘you repent and be converted. View them as they will
‘appear, if you are found in your prefent ftate, at thelaft’ *
day, before the tribunal of your judge, when with hor.’
- ‘ror and amazement yon muft hear the terrible fentence,:
‘Départy ye curfed, into everlafting firve, prepared for the
‘devil and his angels. View them as they will appearto
‘condemned finners in the place of torment, when wel-
‘tering in the flames of intolerable vengeance, without
Thope or help to all eternity, And let the dreadful
“view ekcite in you all poilible endeavors to flee from the'
“wrath -to ceme, and fecure the falvation of your fouls.
20 Labor after an humble fenfe of your utter inability to
- “relieve and fave yourfelves. Do not attémpt this change )
- of your heart and flate in your own firength, Alas,.
'you are dead in trefpaffes and fins ! as you have heard be-
‘fere, and a naturally dead man is as capable to revive
‘himfelf and te re-affume vital power and aion, as you
‘are to create yourfelves anew unto_good works. As you -
‘are not indeed naturally dead, you are therefore capable
to attend upon thg means of grace and life, in order to-
“have the good pleafure of God’s goodnefs wronght in you,.
~and the work of faith with julzger. _ But’then; as you are:
B z‘ N
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fpiritually dead, you caonot by any (kill or firength of
your own change your hearts 3 nor do any thing that
- will give you a claim to have it done for you, . .
You moft become new creatures: You muft be born
again: You muft be turned from darknefs to light, and
" from the power of Satan unto God : The heart of flone muft
be taken out of your flefhy and a heart of flefh given you ;
and in a2 word, as I obferved before, old things muft pafs
away, and all things muft become new in you,. And can
it be in-your own power to produce this wonderful
change ? yYou muft live in the exercife of faith in the
Son of Gody, without which it-is impoffible to pleafe him:
You muft live in the love of God: Your affeftions muft
be placed upon tie things that are above: You muft be
{piritually minded, and have your converfations in heaven,
But is it poflible to exercife thefe graces before you
have them ? Isit poflible for you to beget them in your
own fouls when all your powers, faculties and affections
are direftly oppofite to them? Or is it poflible to de-
ferve the blefling of this renewed nature from God;
when your whole condu¢t is one courfe of enmity againft
him aad indigpity to him? No! Confider your cafe as
it is. You are dead, and cannot help yourfelves. You
are guilty, and cannot deferve that God fhould help
you. If you perifh for ever God is juft, and you have
- no caufe of complaint. And if God have mercy upon
your foul, he will brin%‘ you to his footitool, with a
humble abafing fenfe of this your impotent and mifera-
-ble, guilty and expofed ftate. He will bring you to be
- thus poor in fpirit, if ever he gives you a title to the
kingdom of heaven. ) L
‘5. Refolve to caft your perifhing fouls upon the riches of
the fovereign free grace of God in Chrift.  You deferve to
erilh, and cannot help yqurlelves. Deftrudion and
death are before you, and there is no remedy jin your
own power. What will you do? What courfe can
you take ? 1f you reft in your prefent condition, you
‘are undone forever. If you betuke yourfelves to any
- fufficiency of your own, it will not help the cafe.  But

L3
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here is your relief and encouragement : Witk God there
is forgivenefs, that he may be feared, and with him is plen-
teous redemption. It is a faithful faying, and worthy of
all acceptation, that Chrifi Fefus came to fave even the
chief of finners. 1f you are fenfible of your loft eftate—
if you are burthened with the weight of yeur fin and
guilt—if you are folicitoufly enquiring after a deliver-
ance from the mifery you feel and fear, the Lord Jefus
Chrift is inviting you 1o come unto him, and fo doing ke
will give you reff. Refolve therefore to commit your
fouls to the righteoufnefs of Chrift for juftification, to
the influences of the bleffed fpirit for converfion and
fan&ification, and rely only upon the riches of the free
mercy of God in Chrift, that the work of grace may be
carried on in your fouls with power, that you may be
tranflated into the kingdom ef God’s dear Son, and ob-
tain the falvation which is in Chrift Jefus, with eternal
glory. . S

4.y Perfevere in a conflant and diligent attendance upom
all the means of grace, in order to have this change wrought
fnyou. - Though your deliverance from your miferable
condition entirely deperids upon the fovereign grace of
God'ia Chrift, whichr you can neither merit nor have
any claim to, by any thing you do or can do; yet you
muft feek it if you would %nd it. You muft knock at .
the door of metcy, if you would have it opened unto
you. It is God that muft fprinkle you with clean water,
and make you clean; from all your filthinefs, and from ail
your idols Pe muft cleanfe you: He muf} take away the
heart of flone, and give you' a heart of flefh: He muft caufe
you to remember your own evil’ways, and your doings that
are not govd ; and to loath yourfelves in- your own fight,
for all your iniquities and for all your abominations. Not
Jor your fakes will he do this for you, be it known untoyou ; .
but for his holy name’s fake. But yet he will be enquired of.
By you, to do this for you. Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 37.—Be
therefore found watching at his gales, and waiting at the
Pofts of his dvors. Be found fecking God in all the ways
of his appoiniment, with utmoft earncitnefs and dili-
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wence. ‘Whatever difcouragements you meet with, re-
folve to perfovere in your unwearied application te the
ipfinite mercy of Ged through Jefus Chrift. Refolve
that.if ke fiay. you, yet you will truft in ftm; that if you
-pevith, you will perith at his 'foot. Strive 1y enter in at
ithe firaitgate. Be mét flothful tn this'bifinefs ;-bat Fervest
-#n fpivnt, feeking.the Ldrd. Thus commit yourways to'the
.Lord, tmﬂ«uljf in him, and you may hope that he will
‘bring it to pafs. :

To eonclude—Let {uch of you as have alreally e
‘rienced a-converting éhr;ge,-give all‘the glory to the
-free grace of God:in Chrift, mourn the remains of in-
‘dwelling fin, pray for more and ‘mote of the fan&ifira-
tion 'of the fpirit, and dili&'ently attend all the meansof
edificavion. - :

[y beloved brethren, be'ye fedfaft, unmovenble, always
-wboomding in the work of the Lord : Forafmuch as ye know
that your labor is mot in wain in the Lord—Now the
‘grmec of our Lord Jefus Chrift be with you all, Amen,
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. ErnEsrans ii. 4, 5
But God, who is rieh in mercy, for his great lsve -wherewith:
he loved us, even when we were dead in fins, hath quicken~
sed us together with Chrifts By -grace ye are faved.
AVING, in the foregoing difcourfe, fomething
H diftin&ly confidered the fad effe@s of our originﬁ'
apoftacy, I am now led by the words before us, to take
notice of the methods of our recovery from the mifery,.
death and ruin, which the fall has brought upon us.’
In the text we have, : .
1. A reprefentation of our ‘ftate of pature in thefe
words, When we were dead.in fins. “We are by our apofta~
cy from God, dead as to all the powers and faculties of
our fouls in their moral confideration: they are wholly -
pollution and fin, and naturally incapable of any thing
that is {piritually good. We are dead by a juft fentence
of the law of God, "We are condemned. already, and:
the wrath of God abideth en us. And we are not only
fpiritually, but-cternally dead, by the execution of that
terrible {entence upon our feuls, if infinite mercy doth
Bot ftep in-to our refeue 2and deliverance, ‘as 1 have ob-
ferved in a former difcourfe. - S :
2. Here is fet before us the great change, which by
converfion is wrought on.the foul: In that expreffion,.
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Hath quickened us 3 or, as it is elfewhere exprefled, hath
made us alive from the dead. The blefled {pirit ot God,
when he pleafeth, renews our nature, fantifies our affec-
tions, and fulfils in us the whole good pleafure of his geod-
nefs. By his gracious operations upon our fouls, he mor-
tifies our corruptions, brings our finful appetites and
paflions into fubje@tion, and creates us anewin Chrift Jefus_
unto good works, that we may walk in them. This makesa
greatchasge in the foul, {uch asmay very aptly be com-
pared to a quickening, or refurre&ion from the dead.

3+ Here is intimated the powerful efficiency, by which
this change is wronght, in thofe words, together with
Chrift.  As the almighty. power of God was gloricufly
exerted and-difplayed, in the relurre@ion of our Lord
Jefus Chrift from the dead, fo is the fame almighty pow-
cr manifefted and magnified, in the refurre@ion of fin
ners from their fpiritual death. Thus they are quickentd
together with Chrift ; astruly quickened as he was, and
by the fame divine efficiency. .

4. We have the motive unto, or the impulfive caufe
of this change, fuggefted in thofe words, God who is
rich in merci for his great love, wherewith he loved us.
By grace are ye faved. There could be no motive out of
bimfelf, nothing but his own infimite mercy, love and
grace, to excite his kind regards to fuch poor guilty
hell-deferving rebelsas we are. Should he leave usall
under the guilt of our fins and the dimning power of

~ our lufts, unto inevitable and remedilefs perdition, he

would be moft juft, and we moft juftly miferable, We
fhould have no caufe of complaint, if be fhould beftow.
R0 mercy ugon any of us, for he owes us none, we have
nothing to claim but his juft difpleafure. What then
but fovereign diftinguithing grace, looks upen any of
the fallen race of mankind while in their blood, and fays
unto them L1ve ? Why is one, more than another, par-
taker of thefe quickening influences, but from the mere
good pleafure of God’s goodnefs? '

But that I may more diftinély explain the words be-
fore us, 1 fhall endeavor to confider, .
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Firft, In what manner the {pirit of God powerfully
quicken dead finners, and brings them into a ftate of
fpiritual life, .

Secondly, Inwhat refpe& weare thusfaved by the rich
mercy and grace of God, :

I am then to confider, )

1. In what manner the Spirit of God quickens dead fin-
ners, and brings them into a flate of fpiritual life.

.To this I fhall in general obferve, that the principal

method by which this great change is wrought in the
heart of a finrier by the {pirit of God, is 4is giving him a
realizing view of the great truths revealed in the word of
God, and enabling him to fee things as they are. It may be
fome prejudice againft the dofirine of eur {an&tification
by the fpecial influences of the fpirit of God upon our
hearts, that men may imagine, there ishereby intended
the infufion of fome new faculty into the foul, which it
had not before ; and that the new creation implies our
becoming a new fort of being, with refpe& to the na-
tural powers and properties of the foul, which were not

before. But let it be confidered, that the fpirit of God -

does no more in the converfian of a finner, than bring
him to the right exercife of thofe rational powers with
which he was born, give him a juft view of his greateft
concerns, and enable him to aét worthy of a reafonable
being. Obferve this, and all the prejudices againft the
do&@rine before us are obviated, “and vanith away. Now
that this is the cafe, I fhall endeavor to thew, by taking
fome particular notice of the ufual progreflive fteps by
which a finner is brought out of a ftate of carnal fecurity,
to the pofleflion nd exercife of the divine life 2% And I

NOTE.

*® Though I have, on another occafion, formerly endeavor-
ed to reprefent the methods of the bleffed Spirit’s opevations
in the converfion and [anflification of a finner,tin a difcourfe
vublifhed onMhat fubject, the reader will fee the neceffity of
sonfidering thefe things over again in ancther view, in or-
der toclear up the cafe before me,
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thigk it will appear that the whele change is wrovght
in him by fpiritual illumination, by imprefling a right
view of things upon his mind, or by enabling him toa&

“reafonably. :

- 1. Then, if we confider the firft change wrounght in
a finner by the fpirit of Ged, it will appear to be no
more than his bringing him to realize his own miferable
condition, and fee it as it is. Itis awfully certain from
the word of God, that every impenitent {inner isan e.
nemy to God, under a fentence of condemnatios, and
an heir of hell and eternal mifery, And it is equally cer-
tain, that the moft of the world are eafyarrd quiet, care-
lefs and fecure in this dreadful ftate. No means that
can poflibly be ufed, will put the moft of mankind upen

" a proper folicitude abeut their eternal welfare. The
moft awakening addrefles, that can be made them in the
name of the Lord, the moft furprizing alirms of God’s
providepce, the moft pathetic and compaflionate intrea-
ties of their godly friends, have no effe&t upon them,
to flop their career for hell and damnation. They will

‘yet fleep upon the brink of the pit. They will yet rue
?on the thick bolles of God’s bucklers. They will yet in-

uvlge their lufts, though they perith forever. And
what isthe fource of this indolence, thoughtleflnefs, and
fecurity, but their want of a juft view of their. ftate and
danger ? Could they but realize thefe things, and fee
them as they are, they would fooner rufh upon a drawa
{word, or leap inta a_burning furnace, than farther in-

. cenfe the erernal Majefty againft their fouls, and venture -

. upon everlafling damnation.  But their mifery is, that
they have nofeeling apprehenfion of thefe things. They

. confider them but as the rumbling of remote thunder,
and as affairs of no {pecial confequence to them ; and
thus they will confider them, unlefs the f{pirit of God
fets home the important concern upon their mind, and
gives them a lively {enfe of what they are doing, and
whither they are going. But if cnce the blefled Spirit

- undertakes the work, he will make the long neglected
and flighted means of grace effe@ual to open their eyes,
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thit they may fee their ftate as it is. Though they
could before-fit under the moft powerful minifiry from
year to year, without care, fear, or fenfible apprchenfion
of their danget; yet now.an ordinary fermon, or a par-
ticular paffage in a fermon, which perhaps they had
heard hendreds of times before withoit concetn, fhall
awaken their fleepy conlciences, and make them with
trembling and aftonithmeat cry out, What fhall I do 1o
be faved §—Why, what is the matter now ? Whence is
this wonderful change? Why cannot the poor finner
do now 2s he was wont to do? Why cannot he go on
i his mirth and jollity, in his wordly purfuits and fen-
fual gratifications? What means this darknefs and dif.
trefs, this melancholy countenance and folemn con-
cern' ? -Is this the man, that lately laughed at precife-
nefs; that bantered ferious godlinefs, and ridiculed vi-
tal picty, as enthufiafm, or a heated imagination?
W hence is he now as much an enthufiaft, asany of thofe
whom he lately derided and fcoffed at? Whenee is he
now fo atraid of hell and damna:ion, that could lately
mock at fear, and laugh at the fhaking of God's fpear ?—
This wonderful alteration is wholly wrought by the
almighty Spirit’s imprefling a lively view of what the
fecure finner could have no'feeling fenfe of before.
Now he fees his fins, in their number, nature and aggra< .
vations.- Now he fees his danger, and thence feels that
it is a fearfil thing to fall into the hands of the living God, -
He fees it in {fuch a view, that b¢ can be no longer
quiet ard eafy, in fuch a ftate of guilt and mifery. —Rut
this, thoughopen to every one’s oblervation, and plain-
"ly wvifible from the word of God and the nature of
things, is whit he never would have feén to purpole, un.
lefs the Comforter had been fent to convince him of fin.
And the reafod isaffigned, 2 Cor. iv..4. The God of
this world hath blinded the minds of them whick believe not.
And Ua.i. 3. Ifraci doth not know ; w1y people doth not
cenfider. S , :
3. If we confider the cafe with refpedt to a finner’s
“humiliation, the Apirit of God works this allo in the
. . L
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foul, by thewing him his ftate as it is; and by giving him -
a realizing fight of his unworthinefs of divine mercy,
of his {piritual impotency, and utter inability to help
himfelf. Thefe are indeed truths plainly revealed in
fcripture, as well as neceffary deductions from the light
of nature, By both thefe it is clearly manifeft, that we
are guilty creatures, and thereby obnoxious to the
wrath of God ; that we are imperfet creatures, and
therefore cannot fulfil the demands of the law of nature;
much lefs can we make fatisfa€tion for our paft offences,
~ Bat though thefe things are in themfelves evident as
the light, they have no im%refﬁon upon the minds of the
generality of mankind. Though deferving nothing but
deftruétion and death, they are as eafy and {ecure, as
though they had a title to God’s favor, and a claim to
eternal happinefs. Though utterly incapable to change
their own bearts, or to deferve that God fhould do it
for them, they are yet attempting their falvation in their
own flrength, if they attempt it at all; and being ignorant
-of God’s rightesufnefs, they go about to eflablifh their cwn
righteoufnefs, not fubmitting themfelves to the righteoufnefs
of God, Even thofe who are convinced of their guilt
and danger, are ufvally ftruggling after deliverance in
“their own ftrength; and betaking themfelves to feme
feif-righteous refuge or other. And thus in their high-
«ft attarnments, will they continue to compafs themfelves
about with [pavks of their own kindling, till the {pirit of
grace by his powerful influences humble them at Ged’s
toot; and fhew them that they are poor, and miferable,
and wreiched, and blind, and naked, And how is this
done, but by giving them a fight of their cafe as it is?
- They had a do&rinal knowledge before, that they were
finful, guilty, helplefs, and hopeléfs in themfelves : But
this had no fpecial influence upon their affe€tions, -or
their condul. . But when they have a feeling fenfe of
this, it muft bring them low.. They now fee their in
and guilt, that there is no refting in their prefeat con-
dition. They fee the defe@s of their duties, that thefe
¢2not recommend them to God’s favor. They fea
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their own impotency, that they cannot take away the
heart of flone out of their fleth; and give themfelves a
heart of fleh. They fee the ftri¢t demands of
God’s law, that it js-impoffible to come up to them.
They fee the purity and holinefs of God’s nature, that
he cannot lock upon fin and finners with approbation.
They fee that they have no capacity to help them!elves,
though they are utterly undone in their prefent condi-
tion. And what is the neceffary refult of a realizing
fight of fuch a loft, helplefs, perifhing condition, but
that, Plal. cxxx. 3. If thou, Lord, frouldf? mark iniquity,
O Lord, who fhouldft (iand? Or that, Neh. ix. 15. Be-
hold, we are before thee in our trefpaffes; fur we cannot
fland before thee, becaufé of this! What fhould be the re-
fult of this profpe&, but that they lie at God’s footftool,
as condemned malefaltors, having nothing to plead,
{ave unmerited and forfeited mercy, why fentence fhould
not be executed upon them, to their eternal confufion !
3. In the fame manner, is a convinced finner brought
to a folicitousenquiry after an intereft in Chrift. This
alfo is wrought in him, by a lively view of his cafe
as it is, We are all indeed from our earlicfl age, in-
dodtrinitéd in this eflential article of the Chriftian
faith, That there is mot falvation in any other but Chrift,
and that there is no other name under heaven and among
men, whereby we muft be faved. And yet the moft of
the world are whole, and need not the phyfician. They
are more concerned about any thing elfe, than aboutan
intereft in Chrift, It is beyond human art and means,
to make them at all folicitous about this great falvation,
though they know that their eternal welfare depends
upon it.  And what can be the reafon, that thismadnefs
is in~the hearts of men? Can condemned perithing fin-
ners be unconcerned, about the only method of eicape
from eternal damnation? Can they fet more value by
their lufts and pleafures, by the world and its vanities,
and even by the meereft tritles imaginable, than by
Chrift and his faving benefits? Can they rather choofe
to perifh eternally, and to lofe all the glories of the hea-
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venly world, than to come to Chrift, that they might have
. Jife? How aftonifhing foever this conduét appears, it is

vifibly the cafe of the world of mankind in general. - And
~ what realon can pofiibly, be imagined of {uch unpaial-
leled ftupidity, but this, that they have not, they can-
not have, whiie under the power of a blind and carnal
mind, any realizing view of this great corcern? Could
they but fee their cafe as it is, a condemned malefa&or
could as cafily fet light by a pardon, or a drowning
mon by dcliverance as thefe perifhing finners by an of-
fered Saviour, We accordingly ficd, that when the
Syirit of God comes upon them with his illuminations,
and opens their eyes to fee their mifery and impotency,
they <an be no longer carelefs about an intereft in
Chrift. They can no longer make excufes; and go their
way, one to his farmy and.amother to his merchandize, They
can ro longer amufle themfelves with divers lufls and
" pleafuress and forget their neceflity .of Chrift and his
falvation. No! they have now nothing {o much at
heart, as the fecuring an intere{t in this blefled Saviour.
Now this thought lief down and rifes with them,
What mueft I do to be faved? How fhall I obtajn an in-
tereft in Chrift? Now their diflreffed fouls are groan-
ing out thefe pathetic defires—O. for an intercft in
Chrift! Let me have Chrift, what ever I want!—The
werld now with all its blandithments, all its riches and

lory, dwindles to nothing in the eyes of fuch an hum-
ﬁlgd'ﬁnﬁer, when compared with this excellent and need-
ed Saviour. I may appeal toevery one-that hasbeen tru-
ly converted to God, atan age of obfervation, whether
they have not experienced thefe things in their own
hearts, And indeed thefe operations of the mind arefo
rational, that it would be in the nature of things im-
poflible we thould negle& a moft aftive concern ahout
an inrereft in Chrift, if the eyes of our underftanding
wereenlightened. But alas! The light fhines in dark-
7efs ; aadthe darknefs comprehendeth it not. We fee by
experience, that men never do, never will fhew them-
{elves thoroughly in carneft about this cverlafting con-
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cern, till the {pirit of God open their eyes, and turn thens

roms darknefs to light ; and that when they are thus illu-
minated, they cannot do otherwife. This wonderful
chaonge in men’s defires and purfuits, i$a neceffary con-
fequence of divine illumination, and of a juft and rea-
{onable view of things. Without this, they cannot at-
tain it; with this they cannot fail of it. To this there-
fore the apoftle afcribes it. 2. Cor. iv. 6. For God whs' -
commanded the light to fhine out of darknefs, hath (hined in
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge. of the glory of
God, in the face of Fefus Chrift.

4. In the fame manper alfo is the a&ual cenverfion.
of a finner accomplifhed. In order to this, the fpirit.
of God gives him a realizing fight of the fulnefs and fuf
ficiency thatthere is in Chrift ; and of his willingnefs.
and readinefs to fave him the attainments before de-
fcribed, do not neceflarily imply a faving converfion to-
God. Though thefe are the influences of the blefled.
Spirit, they are not his {pecial and faving operations..
The finner is not brought into a ftate of favor with-
God, till heaccepts a tendered Saviour upon his own-.

terms. Itis by receiving him, that we have the power 1o ™

become the fons of God,,.. The firlt a&t of {aving faith is-
" that converfion, by which the finner effeually turns.
from fin to God, pafles from death to life, and becomes-
interefted in Chrirand all his faving benefits.  Now,
which way is the finner brought to this, but by an im-
prefled lively difcovery of things asthey are ?—By a live--
ly fight of his {in and danger, powerfally applied to his.
mind and confcience, and appearing as it is, he isawak-
- ened to an earneft inquiry after the way of falvation..
By aclear difcovery of his unworthinefsand impotence,
he is brought to the footftool of God’s fovereignty, and"
to an earncft defire of anintereft in Chrilt 3 asiobferv- .
ed before. But here the foul is of.en plunged into great-.
eft darknefs and diftrefs : his guile flarcs him in the face 5.
_he fees he has no claim to mercy, nothing that can in-.
title him to it; he has been flruggling in vain, to.
mortify hiscorruptions, to enliven his affections, andi
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to do fomething torecommend himfelf to God’s favor s

and is now perhapsready to give up the cafe, ashelplefs
and hopelels; Me cannot fee how God can have mercy

upon fuch a guilty, polluted, hard-hearted, hellifh fin-

ner, ashe is. Propofe tohim the only remedy for fueh

loft finners ;3 and how many objeQions will lay in the

way ! Hew many argoments will he bring againft be-

lieving in Chrift ; from his own unworthinefs and want

of qualifications to come to him; from the decrees of
God; from his haviag finned away the day of grace, &

the like 5 even till he rums into defpair, unlefs the Spirit

of God difperfe the dark cloud, and give him.a right

view of redecrding mercy! But when once fuch a dif+
treffed foul fees this as it is, when once he has an im-

prefled fenfe of gofpel grace, and jis brought to fee in-

deed, that he is invited to come to Chrift, notwithftand-

ing all his guilt and unworthinefs ; and that this preci-

ous Saviour is able and willing*to beftow alt that falva-

tion upon him, which he ftands in need of, then his ob-

je&ions are filenced; and he cannot refrain from hear-

~tily complying with the offer. Then he can commit

his foul te him ; for he fees that there s utmoft fafety

in doing it. Then he can depend upon him as the au-

thor of his eternal falvation ; for he lees that he has no

whither elfe to go, and that Chrift Aas fhe words of ciernal

bkfe. ) ’ .

1t is remarkable, that the fcriptures every where an-
nex falvation to faith, and to the belicf of the truth ;
and we are told, 1 John v. 1. Whofocver believeth that
Fefus is the Chrifty is born of God. But what are we to
underftand by this belief? Will a cold and inative al-
fent to this truth intereft usin Chrift and his falvation?
No ! Faith is the fubfance of things hoped for, and the evi-
detrce of things nat feen. Heb. xi. 1. In which is more
than a bare affeat implied. It implies fuch a realizing
view as makes all the offers of falvation by Chrift cer-
tain, and his purchafed benefits prefent to the believer.
And when a weary and-heavy-laden foxl hath fuch a
fight of the fulnefs cnd {ufficiency, of the kindnefs and
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compaflion ‘of Chrift; and of his willingnefs to fave
him upon his coming to him, as makes this' comfort-
able truth as it were perfonally prefent to his mind ;
when he has fuch a view that this Saviour is offered
freely to him, without money, and without price ; it is ime
poffible for him to do otherwife than confent to fuch
reafonsble terms of falvation,* How can he refufe his
confent to thefe terms, when his diftrefs of foul had be-
fore prepared him for a compliance with any terms of
obtaining God’s favor? It is impoffible for him to do
otherwife than fet the higheft value by fuch a Saviour,
when he has this fight, that grace here and glory here.
after is implied in his imerel% in Chrift. It is impoffi-
ble for him to do otherwife than have his dependence
upen Chrift only, when he has thisfight,'that ir him ald
fulnefs dwells,and that there is no fafety any where elfe.
Bat I hope, if God will, more particularly to defcribe
i true faving faith, I am now only endeavoring to fhew,
that the Spirit of God works this grace in us by illumi~
nating our minds 5 and giving us a right exercife of our
underftandings,

" 5. The Spirit of God ‘does likewife carry on the work
of gracc in a believer’s fanétification, by centinued
views of fpiritual thingsas theyare. By faith, the foul
js united to the Lord Jefus Chrifts amzy becomes one
fpirit with him. By faith, believers have an intereft
* in all the benefits of Chrift’s Redemption. They have
thereby a claim to all the promifes of the covenant of
grace, and may fafely and confidently depend upon the
faithfulnefs of God, that /e will give them grace and glo-
rys that they fhall be kept by his power, through faith unto
Jfalvation ; that he who hath begun a good work tn them, will
perform it unto the day of Fefus Chrift 5 that he who fpar-
ed not his own Son, but delivered him up for them ally will
with him alfo freely give them-all things; and that upon
their believng in Chryt, eut of their bellies fhall flow rivers
of living water. And what way is this glorious work
of grace carried on in the {oul, but by the continued af-
fiftances of the blefled fpirit to a&.reafonably : and to
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maintain a lively apprehenfion and impreffion of invifi-
ble realities? How comes the believer to hate every falfe
way ; but by a lively view of the vilenefs and unrea-
fonablenefs of ﬁnnin§ againft God? What excites him
to live in the love of God; but a realizing impreflion
of the excellency of his nature, the infinite value of his
favor, and the endearing attraltives of his goodnefs,
kindne(s and compaflion ? What makes him in love
with holinefs ; but a fenfible difcovery of its internal
beauty and agreeablenefs to a reafonable being ? How
. comes he weaned from the world 5 but by a true fight
of its vanity, and utter infufficiency to fatisfy the de-
fires of an immortal nature ? How come his affe&ions
placed upon the things above ; but from a like difcovery.
. of the value and importance of things unfeen- and eter-
nal 2 What is communion with God ; but a juflt imprefe
- fion of what pertains to God and gadlinels ? And what
the evidences of God’s favor ; but a realizing fight ot
the a&ings of grace in our fouls, and of the truth of the
invitations and promifes of the golpel ? The extraordi-
nary influences of the fpirit in his immediate commu-
- nications of light and joy to the believer, are but fill
a brighte difcovery o things as they are, In a word,
in whatéver afpe€t this cafe is confidered, what I am
pleadiog for will, I think, appear to be truth. The
whole work of fan&ification is carried on'by illumina-
tion, and by the foul’s being brought, through the influ-
ences of God’s {pirit, to the exercife of knowledge-and.
underftanding 3 and to this the apoftle afcribes it Eph.
‘i. 17, 18, That the God of our Lord Fefus Chrift, the Fas
 ther of Mercy, may give unto you the [pirit of wifdom and
revelation, in the knowledge of him: . The eyes of your un-
derflanding being enlightened, that you may know what is
the. hope of his calling 3 and what the riches of the glory of
his inheritance in the faints, - :
Upon the whole, I cannot {ee that the {pirit of God
does in any other manner work this wonderful change:
in the hearts of finners, than by giviog them a juft view
+ of things as they are, by bringing them to at reafonas-
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bly, worthy the dignity of their rational nature, and the
intelle@ual powers they are endued with. By this he
conquers the enmity to God there is in-their heartss
and brings them from the power of their lufts, of Sa-
tan, and the world, into the fear and favor of Ged, By
apening their eyes, he turns them from darknefs to light, and
[from the power of Satan unto God, that they may have an
inheritance aniong thefe that are fanfified, :

If it be objefted, That the will muft be changed and
renewed, as well as the underftanding enlightened, in
the converfion of a finner ; that the {pirit of God works
in us bothto will and to do of his goed pleafure s and Chrift’s
people muft be made willing in the day cf his power: This
isreadily granted. But the queftion is—1n what man-
ner is the will changed ; and how doth the Lord Jefus

_Chiift bring the ftubborn obdurate will of the finner in~
to fubjc&ion to himfelf? To this I anfwer as before—
By giving them a realizing affe@ing fight of things as -
they are. It is impoffible for a reafonable being to do
otherwile than will what appears to bé, in all circum-
ftances, beft for him and mog agreeable and defirable to
him. Did therefore carnally fecure finners {ce things
as they are; did they realize to themfclves the folly
and danger of their lufts, the mifery of an unconverted
fiate, their need of a Saviour, the excellency of Chrift,
the advantage of an intereft in him, the benefits of a
life of religion with refpe& both to this world and that
to come: | fay, did they fee thele things in a jult and
powerful light, their wills would neceflarily be chang-
ed. ~ They would no longer choofe the way to deftruc. -
ticn and death, before the path of life and peace. They
would no longer venture eternal damnation, rather
“than accept of happinefs here and forever. We are pot
therefore to fuppefe, that the fpirit of God properly
puts any force.upon men’s inclinations, when he changes
their wills, The will admits no violence. = He does
but give them a true difcovery, a realizing view and pow-
ful impreflion of what isheft for them ; and that neceﬂ'an;.xly
determines their choice. Let finners, ifthey cap, be wilk-
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ing to ruth upon the pikes of God’s difpleafure, when the
fpirit, by firong conviftions and illuminations,gives them
a full and clear fight of their fios, and-of the flaming
vengeanee that hangs over their guilty heads. Let
them, if they can, refufe a tendered Saviour, when
they are brought to fee their extreme neceffity of him,
with his fulnefs, fufficiency and readinefs to fave them.
Or let them, if they can, choofe the fervice of fin and
Satan before the fervice of God, when they have a feel-
ing fenfe of the danger and mifery of the one, and the
excellency, defirablenefs & fafety of the other, Ina word,
though men may have the greateft degrec of a doftrinal
knowledge, in the things now treated of, underftand them
well, difcourfe of them rationally and diftinéily, and re-
receive them for truth, without any change of their wills
and affe&ions; yetif through thefpirit they hadany lively-
and affe&ing apprehenfions of thele unfeen and eternal
concerns, they moft of neccflity kave an influence up-
on their hearts and lives, proportionable to tle kind
and degree of the light imprefled on their minds,
Though a notional knawledge of thele things will ferve
no other purpofe, but to leave the finner the more inex:
cufable; yet when the fpirit of God {cts them home
with power upon the foul, in their own proper light
and evidence, this profpe& cannot fail of a blefled effeét,
But it is time I fhould proceed to confider,
I1. Inwhat vefpe& this quickening and fandifying change

85 to be attributed tothe rich mercy and grace of God. .
_.And here let it be oblerved, -

*1. This istobe afcribed to the richesof divine grace
with refpeft to the fovereignty of God, in diftinguifh-
jng fome from the reft of the world of mankind, in the
application of the benefits of Chirift’s redemption to their
fouls. ‘There is nothing more vifible to every obferver,
than the dreadful 'fecurity and ftupidity, negle&t of
Chrift and falvation, chargeable upon the far greateft
part of thole who enjoy the beft advantages for their
- ¢termal welfare. How fad-and melancholy is the re-
- fle&ion, that fuch multitudes of thofe who are lifted ufp

e e o



el A

AND TRE GRACE or GOD 1x 17 131

2o heaven by their privileges, muft yet be caf? down to
kejl ; and. nothing that is or can be dene for them in
the ufe of the beft means whatfoever, will prevent their
final and eternal ruin ! And whence is it, that all the
world, without difference, are net boldly going on in
the fame paths of deftru&ion and death? Whence is-it,,
that there are any of the race of Adam brought to fee
- their danger, to enquire the way of falvation; and to
betake themfelves to Chrift for refuge :—Is it from any
fuperior matural powers, that they thus become wife,
to falvation ? Conftant experience fhews us that God
hath chofen the foolifh things of the world, to confound the
wife ; and the weak things of the world, to confound the things
that are mighty. Is it from the enjoyment of better means
and external advantages for their fouls internal intereft 2
Do not we daily fee, that under the very fame ordi-
.mances and providences of God one is taken and another
left 2 Isit from their more innocent and regular lives
and converfations? How often do we fee fcandalous
and flagitious finners favin‘gly converted to God, when
others that are free frém fuch grofs pollutions, remain
in unbelief, and live on in the negleét of Chrift and his
- offered falvation ? Publicans and harlots enter into the
kingdom of heaven, when Scribes and Pharifees are fhut
out. Isit from better education ? Whence then is this
difference in the children of the fame family ? Is it from
a better natural difpofition P—Alas! every unfan&ified
carnal mindis enmity againft Godyitis net fubjedt to thelaw of
God ; peither indeed gan be. 'What caufe then can this
poflibly be afcribed to, but that which is afligned by our
blefled Lord? Matth. xi. 25, 26.—1 thank thee, O Fa-
ther, Lord of heaven and earth, becaufe thou haft hid thefe
things from the wife and prudent, and revealed them unto
babes.  Even [o, Father, for fo it [eemed goed in thy fight.—
God is abfolutely fovereign ia the difpofal of his own
benefits, He beftows them when, where, and how he
Plealeth.  He will have mercy on whom he will have mercy.
~=Ht makes known the myflery of his willy according to his
Lood pleafure, which he hath purpofed in aimf®f. Eph. i, g,

L
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—What reafon therefore have thefe that are effeGuall
called, to admire and adore the infinite riches of the fo-
vereiga free grace of God to them, in diftin@ion from
fo many others, that continue in their fin and-guilt, in
a ftate of death and perdition !—Who has made them to
differ ? What have they that they did not rective 2 What
was there in them more than in others, that could extite
the divine compaffion? Had they not the fame corrupt
-nature, the fame enmity to God, the fame hardnef(s of
heart, the fame, if not greater, degrees of fin and guilt,
that are found in the unfanétified world ? And has God
paffed by them when in their and, faid unto them,
live, while fuch multitudes of others, as good by nature
as they, are like to perifh eternally ? O therichesof the
-free. diftinguifhing grace of God ! What mawner of love
-hazh the Father beflowed upen themsy that they (hould be call-
ed the children of Gad ? What caufe have they now tobe-
gin' the eternal anthem, To him that hath loved us, and
wafhicd us from our fins in his own blood; and made us kings
and priefls unto God and his Father, to him be glory and
dominion for ever and every, Amen.

2, The converfion of a finner is a-dilplay of the rich
mercy and frec grace of Gud, on account of the firong
‘eppofition therc is in the hearts of (inners tothis change.
"This eppofition to vital piety isevery where vifiblé, in
“the unfuccefsfulne(s of the means of grace, and in ail
the fruitlefs endeavors, thatare tifed to perfuade men to

“titrn and live.  All that can bé donc by the faithful mi-
“nifters of Chrift, will not prevail with a great part of
mankind, fo_much as ferioufly to confider thofe con-
cérns that are of ipfinjre importance to their fouls.
- Anid "what but-the enmity of their natures to God and
godlinefs, can be the caufe of rhis fupidity and infen-
fibility ? They have the fame natural® powers to confi-
~ der their efernal intereft, which the believer exercifes
to his gverlafting advantage; and yet they cannot receive
the thing’s of the fpivit of God; but they are fooliflmefs to
them.  And whence is this impotency but from a feun-
tin of enmity. and oppofition in their hearts? They aso
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Prongly attached to their lufts and fenfoal gratifica-
‘tions ; and therefere will not realize to themfelves, that
thefe will in the conclufion, fling like a_ferpent s and bite
Yke an adder. Their affeftions are glued to the world
_ and its venitiés; they therefore will not allow them-
felves any foitableand folemn reflaétions upon the fhort-
nefs, the emptinafls and vexation of thele enfparing
amufements., They have a natural averfation to a {pi-
ritual and heavenly life ; and therefore cannot dwell in
the  views of thofe things that are unfeen and eternal 5
or at the utmolt proceed further, than to a form of
godlinefs, without the power. The way of filvation

y Chrift is fo contrary to the proud and felf-righteous
difpofition of their fouls, that they canmot fec any come.
linefs in him, that they fhould defire him, They are foim-
merfed in the affairs of time and fenfe, that they will not
sllow themfelves leifure for any deliberate thought and
€oncern about an eternal world. - Though they may ba
reafoned into an acknowledgmrent, that this their way is
their folly, how quickly does the confideration vamifh 3 -
and the fenfual appetite recover its dominion 2
Though they mdy be awakened to fome temporary con-
cern about their flate, by the ordinances or providences
of God ; fuch are the rooted prejudices in their hear:a
againft a religious life, that the dog foon returns to his v~
mit; and the fow that is wafhed, to her wallowing in the
@mnre. . . -

In a word, they are under the dominion of fin, and the
empire of Satan ; and. 26 long as the firength of sheir
own corruptions, in concert with all the powers of hell, -
can keep the palace, they will enjoy theic luftsin peace.
There muft be one ffronger than the ftrong man armed, to
take from him the dnour wherein - he trufleth ; and divide
the fpoil. ‘This is manifeftly the cafe of every unreges
nerate man.. What a powerful work of divine grace
muft it therefore be, to bear down this oppofition, to
bring thefe mad men to their reafon®; and bow their
fouls into {ubje&tion to the Lord Jefus Chrift! How
wonderful is this grace of Gn.;[d, to exercife fu¢h compaf-
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fion to their fouls, while they are enemies both to him
and themfelves! The mercy of God does herein fhine
with peculiar glory, that it not only enlightens the eyes
of the blind ; but of thofe that are voluntarily and ob-
ftinately fo, that do and will refufe a recovery, until he
anoirts them with his eye-falve, that they may fec ! This
will be the fubjett -of the eternal admiration of the re-
deemed, that when they weye enemies, they were reconciledto
Godby the death of his Son. Rom.v. 10.

3. The riches of God’s free grace appear in a finper’s

converfion, in that none can have any claim to the fanc-
tifying influences of the blefled Spirit, by any thing they
can do, If we confider the whole race of mankind, in
our apoftate circumftances, what was there in us more
than in the apgels that fell, to excite the divine compaf-
fion? What was thecein us, that could incline the blef-
fed Redeemer to take upon him, not the nature of angels,
but the feed of Abraham ? Could guilt and pollution, could
enmity to God, and vile fenfual affe@ions and appetites,
intitle vs to the favor of God, and the infinite love of
the glorious Redeemer? 1f we.confider the gofpalized
wor%d\,- as diftinguithed from thofe that fit in darknefs and
Jee no light, but are perifhing for lack of vifion, whence is
this difference ? Were they not all the offspring of the
fame ungrateful rebel all under the power of the {ame
original corruption, and all in the fame manner guilty
‘bcf%re God ? Whattherefore but infinite free grace, has
diftinguifhed us from the darkeft corners of the earth ?
If we confider this with refpe& to the ele&t of God,
what out of God himf{elf could be an eternal motive to
choofe them from the reft of the world, to be the heirs
of eterpal glory? "What qualification has he feen in
them, who were nothing but fin and defilement, to re-
commend them to his {an&ifying @hd faving mercy 2
What have they done, or what can they doin their un-
fanétified flate, that can give any title’ to the grace of
God ? Withqut faith.itis impoffible to pleafe God, Can un-
believers intitle themfelves to God’s taver, while it is im-
roflible they fhould pleafe him ?
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If any fhould pretend, that God has promifed to be-
ftow fan&ifying gracé upon thofe that diligently feck jt 3
that he has promifed to thofe which feck, that they fhall.
Jfind 5 and to thofe which knock that the door of mercy fhall
be opened unto them, 1 fhall not difpute, whether thsfe
fhould be confider as promifes made to unfan&ified per-
{ons, ordireions to be found in the way of life, and

gracious encouragements to diligence in duty; for at.

prefent I cannot but think, that in which foever of
thefe views fuch texts of fcripture are confidered, the
confequence will be the fame 3 and that if thefe are con-
fidered as promifes, no unconverted {ianer can fo far
comply with the condition, as to have a title to the be-.
nefit of fuch promifes.. None can, I think, pretend, that.
thefe promi(.s are made to an idle, flothful and inter-
mittent performance of duty, And will the mere pow-
ers of nature ever carry any man fo far, asto be con-

-

- ftant, fervent, and perfevering in all the waysof known '

.duty 1—None can pretend, that thefe promifes are made
to an hypocritical performance of duty ; to thofe that

Harter God with their lips, and lie to him with their tongues,
while their hearts are far fromhim. And canany unfanc~
tifiid perfon be hearty and fincere in all his religious

_performances »—None can pretend, that thefe promifes
ate made to fuch who bring their lufts with them to
God in all their approaches before him. No furely ! IF
they regard iniquity in their hearts, the Lord will not hear
them. And is any uofan&ified perfon capable to keep
his Juft always in fubje&ion, and to approach the prefence
of Gad with a katred toevery falfe way, when it is always
true of them all, that their heart 7s deceitful above all
things, and defperately wicked #—1f it be here urged, that

God has given a promife of grace to thofe who feck it as-

well as they can; and that they therefore have a claim

. to it, upon the terms of uﬁng their beft endeavors to-;

obtaia it : I maft yet obferve, that mo unfanétified per-
fon ever came up, even to thele low terms.—Can any.

of them pretend, that they have always gone as far as.
they could, in watching over their hzarts, in keeping
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out of the way of temptation, in. bridling their lufts, .
attendiog upon all known duties, and in being ferious
and affe@tionate in their performance of them? If not,
how have they a title to mercy for doingas well as they
can ?—If it be further urged, that God has promifed to

" overlaok our imperfetions ; and to beftow. grace upon

us in the way of fecking it, notwithftanding the preat
defe&s of our duties: 1 enquire, Where is the promife
tobe found, that God will overlook the imperfetions
of Chriftlefs finners ? They are under the law, which
eaufeth every one that continues not in all things to do them.
Gal,iii. to. Chrift has indeed purchafed for believers,
that their imperfe& perfermances fhall be accepted,
through the merit of his atonement andinterceflion.—
But how does that affet the cafe of unconverted finners,
who have no intereft in Chrift, nor in tWe benefits of
Lis redemption; and can therefore have no.claim te
mercy upon his account 2—Upon the whole then, it is
molt evident, that the converfion of a finner is of fove-
reign free grace; what God without injuftice can deny '
to any man in the world; and what none have any
right to by any poflible qualification of their own. And
every partaker of this un{peakable gift has caufe, with
higheft admiration, ta fay asthe apoitle, The grace of our’
Lord was exceeding abundant, with faith and love-which 15
an Chrift Fefus.

_Ifit be obje@ed, that if this dodtrine be true, it is in
vain for uncanverted finners to fepk for grace, fince they have.
ne claim to it when they have ‘done all they-can ; and it is
impertinent, to prefs the duties of veligion upon them, when
their utmofl ¢ndeavors will give themnotitle to falvation.

I'anfwer, theapoftle improves this argument the quite
contrary way. Phil. ii.12, 13. Work out your own fal-
vation with fear énd trembling: Feor it is God that work-
eth in you both to will and to do, of his good pleafure. If
God anly can bef!owgrace upoa us, we fheuld be the -
more in earneft to obtain it from him. If we have no
claim to merty, we thould the more humbly proftrate
oyr ﬁ}uls at God’s footflool, pleading for acceptance
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throu&h the merits of the great Redeemer. Would it
be jult realoming-in a comdemned malefaétor, becaufe
mone but his offeaded fovercign can pardon bis offence,
reprieve him from execation, and reftore him to his far-
feited favor, that therefore he will not petition him for
it? Would it be juft reafoning i a milerable beggar,
becaufe he muft die and perif with hunger, if the rich
Fun, at whofa doar he lies, will Bot extend his unde<
erved charity to him, that therefore he will not afk an
alms of him to {ave his life? We are condemped males
fallors, what need have we therefore te feck a repriova
at the footflool of divine grace, where it can only be
hoped for ? We are perifhing with hunger, what need
bave we therefore to repair to sur Father's houfe, wheyo
thereis bread enough and ta fpare ? Were there but a mere
poflibility of mercy, it were fufficient incentive te tho
. moft a&tive endeavars, fiace there is no hope of it in a-
.ny other way, - Gad can beftow grace upon us if he
plealeth. A word from him is fufficient to change our
hearts, fan&tify our affeQions, and qualify us for eternal
falvation; and this is what all the angels in heaven, and
fen upon earth cannot-do for us, To whom then jhail
we go, but to Him who has the words of eternal life? $in-
ners do not know indeed that he will do this for them 3
" bt they do know they muft perith, if he does not be-
ftow his falvation upon them ; and they know nothi
to the contrary, but that they may obtain, ‘if they fee
it. They havenow all the encouragement to feek, that
any others have ever had, who have fought and obtaine
ed. And will they fit ftill and perifhy, becaule God is a
fovereign benefator, that may do what he will with
his own benefits2- ST :
1'add to this, that God has given gracions invitations
. unto finners, todegk the renewing and fan&ifying infla-
“ences of his blefled fpirit. He hath not faid to the feed of
Facob, feek ye me in vain. -How many offers of mercy .
are made in the go(pel, to every ons without difference,
that are found watching at Chrift’s gates, and waiting at
the pofis of his deors? 1f dﬁir own attainments will not
. 2,
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give them a.claim and title to fan&ifying grace, they
will yet put them in that way in which alone it is te
be had, and in which they are encouraged to hope, that
their labor will not be in vain. - They cannot indeed de-
ferve it, do what they can; but is it not as well to re-
ceive it of fovereign mercy as of merit ? They cannot
claim it on account of their own performances; but is
-it not as well tp reeeive it on account of the merits of
the great Redeemer ? They may be,and itis beft they
fhould be, afraid, lef? they fail of the grace of God ; but
if they have a heart to feek it in earneft, tofeek it upor
the terms propofed in the gofpel, and to perlevere i
thus fecking it, they may hope that God will, for his
own name’s fake, though not for their fake or for their
duties or defervings, make good to them all the graci-
ous words of encouragement given them in the gofpel.
‘What then ftands.in the way of theirmoft a&ive induf-
try, but the pride and naughtinefs of their hearts?
Should candemned rebels fand upon terms with their
rince, in order to their acceptance of his pardon ? Is
it not enough ghat pardon is to be hoped-for upon their
petition, though they neither do nor candeferve it ? If
-they will r‘efu%e fo feek it upon the gracious offer, be-
caufe they cannot claim it as due to them, let juftice be:
done 3 they muft receive the deferved reward of their
“webellion and foolith contumacy. Soif finners will ra-
ther make their damnation fure, than feek and hope for
“mercy at the hand of God, upon fuch blefled encourage-
ment as is given them in the gofpel, they muft even bg
left to’their unhappy choice ; they muft be left to re-
pent their madnefs when it istoo late. <. @ . )
It may be further obje@ed againft this do@trine, Thas
i takes frem man all freedom of will, and renders him a
- mere machine, incapable of all meral good, even asif he
were a tree Or a beaft,

I have faid fomething to this objeion in a former
difcourfe, and endeavoured to fhew the impropriety of
all the debates, with which the church has been harraf-
fed, about the freedom or want of freedom in the wilk.
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of man. The queftion ought not to be—Whether the -
will befree ? but whether the man be free's and whe-"

-~ ther the prefent do@rine does neceflarily deny, even to

~ unregeneraté men, full freedom in all their moral con-
dué&t P—Having' fpoken fo particularly to this cafe be-
forey I nieed not enlarge upon it now. I thall therefore
only purpole afew queries to the obje&tor, which will,
I think, be fufficient to illuftrate the cafe, And,

1. 1 enquire, whether anirreligious life does not ap-
pear moft defirable to an un’fan&iged perfon, and whe-
ther he tan refrain choofing fuch a life, while it does
appear fo ?—If it does not appear moft defirable, why
does he choofe it ? If it doesappear moft defirable, how
can he decline choofing it, until he has another and bet-~ -
ter view of things? Te choofe what does not appear’
meft defirable, or not to choofe what doesappear moft de-
firable, is a contradiftion in terms, and implies tg will
and pot to willatthe fame time, and in the fame refpeét.

2. 1 enquire, whether freedom confifts in a@ing con-
trary to our inclinations, or'in aling agreeable to them?
—1f freedom confifts in ating contrary to our inclina-
tions, then freedom and conftraint are the fame thing ;
fer no man aéts contrary to his inclinations but by con-"
ftraint. If freedom confifts in ating agreeable to our
inclinations, then unconverted finners are in a flate
of freedom, for they always aé in their moral condu®
as they incline to a&t. If they have fome tranfient in-
clinations to a better conduét, yet the moft powerful and
prevailing inclinations of their minds are to do as they
do. " o )

3. 1 enquire whether it is poffible that an, uncon.
verted finner, while fuch,-can comply with the terms
of falvation, and yet remain in a flate of freedom ? Ev<
ery unconverted finner is an unbeliever; or in other
avords, he is unwilling to accept of the Lord Jefus Chrift
upon gofpel-terms. To be willing to accept of the Lord

efas Chrift upon his own terms, is a true faving faith :
and can-be affirmed of none but thofe who are favingly
converted to God, 1f therefore an unfanitied perfon
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does comply with the terms of falvation, he doesit
apainf his will : and whesg then is his freedom P To
aa frecly and unwillingly, at the fame time and in the
fame refpedt, is the mott glaring eontradiflion ; as was
hinted before. - .

4. 1 enquire, whether it is nat confiftent with the
moft abfolute freedom, to have {uch new views of things,
as change our willsand affefions? It is mofk evident,
that a rational and free agent muft a& ‘according o his
prefent view of things, He muft choofe what appeass
moft defirable to him 3 and his freedom confilks in go-
thing ele, but in a&ling voluntarily, or accerding to
his inclinations. Whence it follows, that impenitent
{inners, while fuch, muft neceffarily purfue the gratis
ficytion of their lufls : For thefe appear mofk defirable;
and are therefore the objects of their choice. But thes
on the contrary, when the fpirit of God gives thema
new prafpet and a juft apprehenfion of things, the fame
{inful 3nd fenfual purfuits, that hefore appeared moft
pledlant and delightful, -do now appear moft haieful
gnd burthenfome ; the fame ways of piety and halinefs,
ihat were before their averfation, are now hecome in-
finitely more defirable in their eyes, than all the plean
furesof fenfe. Thefg therefore mp@ neceflarily become
the objeés of their choice. Apd is shere not in both
gafes the greateft frecdom? The finner alls mofk freqly,
in choofiag what his darkened underftanding and viti-
ated appetites reprefcmt to him moft worthy of his
choice, The convert.afls moft freely, when his ¢n-
lightened underftanding gives him a contrary view af
things ; and reprefenys the qbjedts of his former detef-
sation 3nd abliorrence, ta be moft worthy of his defire
and delight. “While on the other hand, neither the
one nor the other would exercife any freedom at. 3ll, if
they did oot choofe, as they do, what upon'their prefent
. view of things appears molt defirable. .How vain there.

fore and frivolous is that pretence, that the fovereignsy
of God’s ¢fficacious grace infringes the liherty of the
Freaturg |- How ig it inconfiftept with humap liketty,

»
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for a man to be convineed of a former miftake, and in-
duced by fuch 2 comvition to a different temper and
conduct! To have his underftahding enlightened to fee -
things, which he did not {ee before ; to have new views
andimpre{lions of objefts ; and to beaflifted and enabled
toaft conformably thereto ; that is, to at reafonably,
and to fhew himfelf a man ! It might be as juftly pre-
tended, that a liberal cducation is inconfiftent with free-
dom, in that it gives new profpedis to the enlightencd
underftanding ; and confequently new defires, inclina~
tions and delights, . . .

ButI haften to make fome improvement of what bas
been faid  And here,, ‘ . _

Use L. This teaches us the dreadful danger of placin
any confidence or dependence upon any attainments o
our own, for {alvation.. By grace ars ye faved, through
Jadhy and that mot of yeyrfelues, it is the gift of God
What then will become of all thofe in the day of Chrift,"
who few together the fig-leaves of their own righteouf- °
uefs, ta cover their nakednefss who inftead of repair-
ing to, asd depending upon the riches of Gad’s free
gracein Chrift, are placing their canfidence upon, fome.
thing of ‘their own, for | Juftification apd f{alvasion?
Thefe, will all be found with the hypocrite’s. hope,
When it comes to the decifive trisl, If they can now
Quiet their copfciences, or raife their bopes of happje
vels, from any qualifications in themfelves; if they
i oow put {uch. gloffes upon the plain doétriges of
grace in the gafpel, asawill gratify their proud felf-righe
teous difpofitions ; Yet the time approaches, when they -
will find, if they have not founded their Lope upog
God’s'free fovereign mercy and love jn the great Res
deemer, that they have built upon the fand ; and theres
fare that their hopes muft fall in the flormy hoyr ; and.
§reat will be the fal] thereof, Certajn it is, that there is
Dot there canuot be, any dangar at all in placing all
our hope and confidence in the fres unmerited mercy.
of God in Chrift. Bus on the contrary, the appeal may
be made to the mafk refolute appofers of this dofrine
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whether they be not capable of a miftake, in their opi-
nions and conclufions on this moft important concern.
Can they pretend to iofallibility ? Are they certain
that they caonot be deceived, when fo many, as great
and as good men as themfelves, do, at leaft, imagine
the greateft certainty, that they both fee and feel tleir
fatal delufion ? And what will be the confequence, if
they are too late afhamed of their hope ? 1s it not much
fafer to venture our eternity vpon a foundation tha:
cannot difappoint us, than to run the dreadful hazard
of having a deceived heart turn us afide, and of perifhing
with a lie tn cur right hand ? 1f 1 have any knowiedge of
the gofpel of Chrift, or any acquaintance with the me-
thod of divine grace in the converfion and fan&iffcation
of finners, they who raife their expe&ations of happi-
nefs from any other grounds than the fovereignty of
God’s free grace, asit has been defcribed above, will find
in the conclufion, that they bave compaffed themfelves a-
bout with fparks of their own kindling ; and what they muft
~vecetoe at the hands of God, will be, to lie down in ferrow.
But with what inexpreflible-horror and confufion will
thefe -hypocrites be filled, when tley too late difcover
the difappointment ! How dreadful will the miftake
appear wheo they find it remedilefs, when there will
be no re@tifying the fatal error, ‘no recovering the loft
foul, no more feafons or means of grace left them, for
the reforming their deluded conduét! How terrible
will their amazement prove, when they find that their
falfe confidences are rejected, ahd have undone them
to all eternity ! To have our hopes vanifh and our
expeations cut off, in things temporal, though many
times accompanied with circumftances difmal enough,
is but lighe and trivial, compared to an eternal difap-
pointment. Who can imagine the dieadfulaefs of be-
ing ‘miferable for EveER and zver! Can the awful
thoug'ht be entertained without horror and aftonith-
ment ! i - -
, How dangerous ‘therefore is the cafe of thofe, who
depend upon their inoffeafive prallice and moral virtue,

7
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as the ouly foundation of their eternal hope ? And yet:
this, I fear, is the cafe of too manyp who live under gof-
pel-light. They either flatter themfelves with their
negative holinefs, that they are not drunkards, not
fwearers, couzeners, openly prafane or the like; and
thence boaft with the Pharifee, Luke Xviii. 11. Gody [
thank thee that 1 am not as other men. are, extortioners, un-
juft, adulterers ; or even as this publican. Or elfe, they
raife their expeations of happine(s upon their out-
ward pofitive conformity to the moral law ; vaumin%‘
with the young man in the gofpel, Matth, xix. 20. 4
thefe things have I kept from my youth up: Or fatisfying
themfelves with Saul, before his converfion, that they
are touching the righteoufnefs which is in the law, blame-
lefs. Pbil. iii. 6. But is this all our plealure for eter-:
nal fafety? How then is our cafe better than that of
the moral heathen ? What do we more than they; and
are we not then without hope as much as they ? If righ-
teoufnefs come by the law, then is Chrift dead ir vain, Chrift
is become of none effets unto us, whofoever of us are juftified
by the law. We fruflrate the grace of God, by going about
to eftablifh our own righteoufnefs. What occafion was
there for the dear putchafe, of our redemption by the
blood of Chrift, what occafion for the gofpel of falva-
tion, if our morality will entitle us to the heavenly ins
beritance ? Will our imperfe&t obedience to the law
atone for our original guilt, and our multiplied aétual
fins? Will it pacify God’s difpleafure ; free us from
the curfe of the broken law ; and purchale eternal falva-
tion for us? No furely. By the deeds of the law fhall noflefht
be juptified in his fight. Rom. iii. 23. But as many as are of
the works of the law, are under the curfe. Gal, iii. 10, Tho’
good worksare what God requires; and are on that account
pleafing in his fight : yetthey are not the price of our
{alvation. ¢ The opinion of merit changes their nature 5
and turns gold into drofs.”” Our dependence is upon .
divine grace; and therefore not at all upon our moral
attainments, = For if it be by grace, it isno more of workss
etherwife grace is no more grace. . Rom. xi, 6. Though
. L
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it be true, tdat no man can be faved without meorality ;
tiat being a mreceéffary qualification of a real Chriftian,
anda neceflary fruit of juRtifying fithg it is alfo true,
that no wan can be faved by his morality : for oar im-
perfedt obedience muft not be placed in Chrift’s ftead ;
nor rob him of tiie honorof his redeetning mercy. We
muft not expe& to purchafe the eternal inheritance,
with a price tHat is lefs than nothing ; nor hope for hea-
ven on account of our ebedience, when it has {in ¢nough
eleaving to ity 1o condemn both that and ns.  Whoe-

- ver are {omad as to venture their fouls upsn this treach-

erous bottem, will certainly fink into the ocean of ¢-
ternal mifery, o C
 How dangerous alfo is the eafe of thofe, whko depend
upon their external performances in religion and de-
votion, as what will give them a claim to eternal life ?

-1 'have fpoken fomething particolarly to this before ; and

fhall only add, That altbough duty ‘is indeed the pre-
feribed way of entering into life ; and if ever we ebtain

- falvation, we muft feck it diligemly in this way : yec

our beft performances wifl not bring God in debt to us3
nor lay him under any obligation to fhew us faver.
They who attend duty, do.well : but they who depend
upon ‘what they do, are among the proud in heatt,
whom God abhors, and dooms to deftru@®ion. If we
do odt bBring our perfons and fervices to the footftool
of divine grace for acceptance, through the merits of
the Mediator’s atonement, théy will both be found as
an wnclean thing, in the day of Chrift’s appearance,
Then we may plead, that we have eat and drank in Chrift's
prefence; and that he has taught in our fiveets ; that we
have prayed in our families and clofets, read and miedi-
tated in his word, attended public ordinances, and the
like ; and yet be the fubjefts of that terrible fentence,

(A tell you, I know you not whence you are, depart from me,

all ye workers of iniquity, Luke xiil, 26, 27. .
Ina word, how dangerous is the cafe of thofe who
depend forffalvation upon tranfient affe&ions, convic-

tioms, or other inward experiences, confiftent - with

-
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' reigning hypocrify and unbelief. Alas! we may have
1{»{5;?: gf thggcnﬁn];tc defe of all our moral attainﬁxcuts,
-and of all our religious duties s and yet- facrifice to our
- own ndty and burn incenfe to our own drag: So confe-
quently have all our hopes end in difappointment and
- confufion. Such will be our cafe, if we depecad upon
“ont convi@ious apd apprehetifions of our gnilt and dan.
ger.  The greateft degrees of terror for our fins will -
not fecure the awakened finner from an éternal portion
“with Cainand Judas, if he refts thort of a faving con-
vexfion to God 5 and fails of becoming fuch a “zew crea-
ture, that old things are pafed away 3 ‘and every thing is
become new in his foul, -Such likewife will be our eafe,
if we build our hope vpon dur legal repentance, Sal«
vation isindeed promifed to a fincere repentance : byt
-every ane that mourns for fin, or ratber becaufe there
- is 3 hell to punifh fin, has not a claim to that promife.
The greate_R degrees of grief under-a fenfe of our fin
-and guilt, will prove but the earnefts and foretaftes of
eternal horror ; unlefs it brings the foul to'the blood of
Chrifk for pardon, and-ends'in a renovation of eur na-
ture, 3 change both of heart'and life, oo
The cafe.will alfo be the fame, if we depead upona
hiftorical faith, for falvation. Manyare ready toflatter
themfelves with vain expefetions of happinefs, upon
fuch grounds-as thefe; they believe the truths of the
‘gofpel, they believe that Jefas'Chrift came to fave fin-
- ners, and that there is no-faleation inany other; and
therefore apply to themfelves the promifes made to be-
lievers, and delude their imaginations with a dream of
furure falvation, But ajas, poor foulg! fuchz faith as
this is not only common to reprebates; but even to de- ~
vils themfelves ; forthe devils belicve and.trembls. Their
perfons and hopes muft therefore perith together, unlefs
they have a faith that receives the Lord Jefus Chrift
upon his own terms, depends:upon hiin only far falva-
tion, purifics the heart, works by leve, and is accompa-
nied with all the graces and fruits of ‘the blefled fpiris,
T he fame may be faid of th;}(‘e who depend upon their
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enlargements, affe&ions, and good frames in religious
‘duties, ppon their fudden joy and comfost in their ap-
proaches to God, upon their imaginary zeal for God and
godlinefs, and the like,, without the quickening influ-
ences of the Spirit of God, enabling them to reccive Chrift
Fefus the Lord, and te walk in him. - )
Usz I1. This gives dire&ion and encouragement to
poor diftrefled finners to repair to'the fountain of fove.
reign grace, to have God_falfil in them allthe good plea-
Jure of ki, gwdgej},gm’d the work .of faith. with power,
Were we todepend upon.our own perfarmances for fal-
vation, the imperfeQions of our duties, the prevalence
of our corruptions,:the hardoefs of our hearts, the irre-
5ularity end fenfuslity of our affe@ions, and the infinite
efefls of aur. bgft attempts.in’ God’s fervice, might
- juftly difcourage us. <But the rich and free grace of
God is fufficient for the greateft finner, for the oldeft
finzers, for the moft hard-hearted, for the finner that has
- Jong enjoyed, and mofl profanely abufed thetreaty of fal
vation in the gofpel. 1tis nat the pumberand aggravation
- of theiy ins; but their impenitence in them, and their wil-
fulrejeQ®ionof effered falvation, that fhuts fo many mife-
rable . fodls .out-of-heaven. 1f the mercy of ‘God was
* not fuperior to the {ins of the greateft tranfgreflor, and
_the'blood of Chrift fufficient to ¢leanfe from all fin, the
cafe weold indeed be defperate.  But, bleffed be God,
ave are aflured, that.where finhath abounded grace hath
much more abounded. iThough none.may take encou-~
“ragewmént from thenee ta turif'the grace of God tnto wan-
tonndfs; $nd continue in finy that grace may abound; yet
all may take encouragement. frem heénce, to-caft their
' riﬂling. fouls upon the free; grace and mercy of God,
oping for the julljfication of their perfons through the
merits of the Rédeemer, and the fanRification of their
‘nature by the isfuences.of the blefled fpirit. ‘Let none
_therefore be difccuraged, for God receiveth finners
" that are. poor and contrite, and who tremble at his werd.
He invites to mercy the chief of finners, and offers
"them, that although their fins be as Jeatlet, they fhall ‘be
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white as fnow ; -though they be red like criimfon,, they fhall
be as wool, 12, i.18. oy o,

Ave you burthened with a fenfe of your guilt and’
want" of pardon? Plead the free grace of God, and the
righteouinefs of Jefus Chrift, for juRification and for a
" freedom from wrath and condemnation. You may be
Juftified freely by his grace, throigh the ¥edémption there
is in Chrift Fefus. " Rom. iii. 23. . Come'to Chrift, for
there is no condémnation to him that 'is in’ Chrift Fefus..
Rofn. Viii. ) 0 v R S V

Do you- want' converting and “fanQifying' grace >
Here is a full fapply. From Chrift fulnefs ‘you may all re=
ceive ; and even grace for grace.” John i. 16, Go toghim
for faith, whereof he is the authst and finifher. Heb. xii. 2.
Go to him for repentance; we are told; He is exalted
with God’s right hand, to give repentance and forgivenefs of
Jins;. AQsv. 31. -Gorto him for love to God, for if you
are Brought to love himy'it mult be becaufe he has firff
Ioved you, 1 John iv, 19." Ge'to him fur every grace -
you want ; for he worketh in 1is both to will und to do, of :
ks good pleafure: . Phil, iis.1355- - -

Do you want flréngthening grace ! Here you may."
repair for thatsalfo. * His grace is fufficient for you, and
his flrength is made perfed in weaknefs. 2 Cor. Xii. 9.
By.im you fhall be more than congquerors over all temp-
tation and.oppofition.-- Rom, viii, 37. - ) )

Do youwant:perféverifig grace > You may-be Xept 3y -
his power through faith unto falvatien. 1 Pét/i. 5. And~
in a dependence upon him, you may have a fapporting:
confidence,. that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nov-~
principaliiiciy nov powers, nay things prefent, nor things to
come, ner height, nor depth, nor any other creaturey fhall:
be able te feparate you from the love of God, which is in-
Chrift Fefus our Lord. Rom viii: 38, 39.. : :

Are you humbly fenfible, thit you have no qualifica:
tions to recommend you to the favor of God? Come
to this fountain of grace, in your loft and abject condi-
tion, as you are, Come, poor, wretched, mi/?lr'ablej, blind
aad-naked, though you have nothing but guilt and pol&-
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* lution to bring with you., Here is mercy, rich mercy, .
freely offered. Ho, every ome that thirfleth, .come ye.
10 the waters 3 and he that hath 710 money, come-ye, buy and -
eat-; yea come and buy wine and milk,without money, and -
without price. 1fa. lv.1.. What then ftands in the way:
of the finners falvation, but his ungrateful negleét or re--
jection of offered mercy ! '
" Use g, Finally, let everyone. fecto it, that they have -
ihe experience of thisrich mercy and free grace of God
jn their ¢onverfion and fan&ification. Tb6 what pur-
pofe, as to you, will be the glad tidings of mercy and.’
grace, if ‘you fhould fail of an intereft in it 2—O-take-
heed, therefore, that you receive nor the grace of God in-.
vain? Be not high-mindedybut fear, Fear, left & promife-
being left us of entexing into his veft; any of you fhould feers -
20 come fhort-of it,—1t will be dreadful indeed, to perith <
from under the gofpel, to have thefe difplays of God’s .
. infinite grace and love rife up in judgnicnt againft you..
in the day of Chtift: You bave now theoffers of grace & -
But a little whilé hence, all hope of mercy, all poffi-
_bility of falvation will be paft and gone for ever, if you -
turn a deaf ear to the prefent tresty. ‘Fherefore 7o-day .
i :you will-hear- hts vaice, harden -not-your hearts; left thr
judgmerit threatened-be executed upon you, that becanfe when
Chiifi called ye refufed, when he fivetched out his hands ye-
did. not regard,- Re alfo will laugh at. your calamity, and
;wak when your fear cometh: When.your fear cometh as de- .
Glation, and your. defiruFion cemeth as a whirlwind ; when -
diftrefs abn: angwﬂlz cometh upon you, then fhall you call up~
ou him, but-he will not anfueér ;. you faall.feck him earl
biit fhall not find him... fuler & yop fral 7o
) t fuch of you as are in a ftate of carnal fecurity, .
"“take heed left you Leep the fléep of death,-from whence
there is no awakenmg. Take héed that you do mot .
quiet yourfelves withrdelufive liopes, and live contented
without {uck a fenfe of your fin and danger, as may.
make you reftlefs in your defires and endeavors to flee -
from 'the, wrath to come. O awake, thou that fiespefly
éud arif2 from ke dead, Labor to fee your.mifery, me-
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“ditate “upon it, and cry to God to fhew you your

ftate as it is; that you may nolonger be fuch a (tranger
to diftrefs of conicience for fin, and tq fear of the ‘wrath
of God. : —

- . Let fuch of yous arc under an awakening feafe of '
‘your guilt and hazard, .take heed, that you reft not:
fhort of a hearty compliance with the ‘terms of falva- -
tion propofed in the gofpel. Take heed that you nei--
ther ‘reft in your own attainments, nor grow difcou-

raged in your purfuit of an intereft in Chrift. Labor

to "fee thoroughly yeur own emptinefs, your wa--
done-and helplefs ftate, and the infinite fufficiency there -

is in Chrift to fupply-all your wants. Refolutely, rea-

dily and conftautly: commit your fouls to him, and -
fredfaftly rely upon -himy-ard him only, for juftification -

and life.

To conclude—Let fuch of you-as entertain hopes of
@n interefl in Chrift by faithy take heed that you do not -
content yourfelves with a dead faith, nor reft thort of
the renewing, fan&ifying, and quickening influences of

the {pirit of God. Take up with ne evidence of your

converted ftate, until you have obtained a vi€ory aver -
your luftsy and got the dominion of fin fubdued, until -
_you are brought habitually to maintain a life of true -
and univerfal holinefs, of piety towards God, and of

righteoulnefs and charity towards men. Labor to bring
Jorth fruits meet for repentance,” and by this prove your-
Jelves.  Shew your faith by your works 3 and by a patient

continuance in well. doing, feek for glory, honor, and im=-
mortality, that in the end you may inherit cternal life, -
Bieffed are the pure in-heart, for they fhall fee Gods but
without holinefs no-man fhall jee the Lord, Every man that -

hath this hope in him, purificth himfelf, even as he is pure.

And hereby do we know that we know him, if we keep his <
commandments. In this the children of God are manifef?, . -

and the children of the devil : - Whofoever doth not righteonf-

- ntfs is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. He -
that faith, I know Chrift, and keepeth not his command- -
mentsy is-a liavy and the truthis net in him; but whele. -
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“Meepesh Ms word, in him verily is the love of God perfeled p--
“héreby know we that we are in him.. And we know that -
‘the Sort of God is come, and.hathi given us un underflanding -
2hat we may know him that is truc. And we arein him that i ¢
trur, even in his fon Fefus Chrift. This is the true God,
‘aid eternal life.- And they that know his name, will pat -
“thefr truft in him.~Now grace and peace be multiplied una -
‘2o you, through the Anowledge of God, and .of Fefus our.s
Lord.. Antx,.. | '
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" Romans ili. 25.

Whom God kath fet forth to be & propitintion, throngh faich
in his blosd, e declave his righteoufmefi for the rewigion.

of fins, that ave gaft, through the forbearance of Gods

THB- glorious tranfaltion of our redemption by Je-
‘A fus Chrift, is the%:.’:\ furprize and wender of the
teafonable crestion,. Tk

things » and miny who is immediately interefted herein,.

Jns cfpecial reafon to adore the anmzing love, that -
thines with fuch luftre in his deliverance from death -

and helt. And what brightens the glory of this fiu.
pendous work, and gives us occifion for the higheft ex-

" ‘ercife of gratitude, is the infinite price,.by which our.
falvation 1s purchafed. For thus faith the fcriprure=— -

We dre redeemed, not-By corruptible things, as filver and goid,

angels defire to look-inve dhefe -

dut with the precious blood of Chrift, as of a lamb-without -

blemifh . and without fpot. And.God hath purchafed his
‘thurch with A own bloed, Thus the price of our deli- -
verance bears proportion to the degree of our mifery -

‘and guilt. When thefe were fo aggravated, that sil the

angels in heaven were infufficient for our refcue 5 when -
110 created wifdom could invent an effeftual expedient; .

when no created power was equal to the vaft defign 3

. @od our Savionr lvoked, and there was monedo kelp ; and -’
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wondered, that there was nome to uphold: He therefore himye-
felf interpofed, and hii ownarm brought [aloation. Accord=-
ing to theappointment of God the Father, our Lord-Re--
deemer has undertaken to be a propitiation for us, thae*
through: faith.in the merits of his blood, we may be in--
terefted in his righteoufnefs, ahd obtain the remiffion
of our fins; as we -are inftruéted in: the words of our+
t’xtc . I o

In which we may note the following particulars. _ <

1, Obferve the perfonchere fpoken of, reprefented by -
the relative whom, which 1éads uis té the laft“'words of
the foregoing verfe— Fefus Chrift, wnowm €od hath fet-
Sarth to be a propitiation: - < * " S

2. We may obferve the charalter here atrributed to -
this perfon, that is; a propitiation-or atonement. The .
Greek word here rendered propitiation, is very-cmpha-
tical, and figpifics one perfon’s being fubftituted in the.
room and place of-another, to bear his. guilt, or to dif-
‘charge his debt 3 and thereby to make atonement or {a- -
tisfadlion on his account. . By which is exhibited to us, .
~ how the Lord Jefus Chrift. undertook to become a curfe -
for us,y to bear.our fins in his own body on the tree, that he--
might thereby expiate our guilt, pacify offended juttice,
and reconcile us to God, .. _ ,

3. We are here fhewn the divine appointment of
* this glorious perfon to be 3 propitiation for us. Whens -
God hath fet forth, propofed or ordained. - -This merci-
ful provifion of God for eur.recovery from ruin by the
atonement of Chrift, is the fruit and confequence of the -
eternal covenant of redemption, or counfel of peace be-
“tween them both, God the Father, as the firft in.or-
der inthe blefled Trinity,.is reprefented as propofing
or appointing, and God the Son as undertaking this glo--
rious work. Whereby is not only.fhewn how the ope- |
rations of this-blefled Three in One do follow the order
of their perfonality, but alfo how God the Father, .as.
fuftsining the charadter of fupreme in the ceconomy of -
redemption,.demands fatisfattion to offended juftice, anc
has. allotted this way of-obtaining is, by Chrift’s being
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“w:propitiation For us, that in this way he might be juf?,

. and yet the juflifier of him which believeth in Fefus, :

4., Here is pointed otit to us the means or method of -
our getting aftually idterefted in this propitiation,
through faith in his bloed,; Tt is.through a believing ac.
_ceptance of, and dependence upon the death and facti-

- fite of the Redeemer, that we are to partakeof the be-
nefits of. his atonement.—His Tatisfa&ion is fufficient-
for all, but acually applied, and effeéctual to none but .
thie believer. ,

5. We may note the bleffed fruit and eonfeqaence

“of an intereft in this prepitiation of Chrift s the remiffi- -
ok of fins, thiit art paft; through the forbearance of Gof..
All the fins committed before jaftification, while God -
fo patiently exercifed his forbeating goodnefs to the-
guilty fioner,.are fiilly remitted and for ever done. -
away, through the merits of this atonement, upon the -
£rft exercife of a true faith inthe Lord Jefus Chrift, in--
fomuch that the:finner is:at once -racoucited to God, .,
“and inftated in his favor. \

But there are three things here, that more efpecially
‘demand eur attention, and which I thall. endeavor more.:
diftin€tly te confider, :

Firfty What is implied in our-Lord Jefus Chrift’s be- -
ing a propitiation for us. . '

Secondly, What we are to underftand by thar faith in'.
him, by mieans of which we are intercfted in this propi=-
tiation, i

Thirdly, How - faith'in Chrift operates or mrftuences -
to bring about our remiffion and juftification in the -
fight of God. As to the mature of juftification, 1 fhalt
have occafion ta confider that in my next difcourfe, and -
therefore pals it at prefent.—Here, A e
Y. Fhen I am tofhew what is implied in Chriff’s being @ ~
propitiation for us.~And that I may illuftrste this in
the moft familiar and perfpicuous mannér I am- capa- - .
ble of; I fhall endeavor te be fomething particular and -
progreflive in my attempts to explain it.—Now,

~" 1 This.implies or rather prefuppofes the guilty condésnn=~
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ed flate of apoflate man, and our utter inability to recover
eurfelves, ‘The aportacy of Adam,. I mean the guilt
thereby contraled, was, by a. juft imputation, tranf-
mitted:to all his natural pofterity, fo that we are all be<
come guilty before God, . And the contagion or pollution,
contraéted’by the apeftacy, being alfo prepagated to the
miferable progeny -of a condemned rebel, hence all our-
affe@ions and paffions are corrupted and defiled, and
our converfations being ftreams from this polluted foun-
tain, are be ceme irregular and inful, whereby we have -
loft the favor of God, and are.the objeéls of his righte-
ous difpleafure. This is. plainly.the cafe of the whole -
world of markind while in a ftate of nature. This fa-
tal-fruit of the fall does indeed feem one of the darkeft =
difpenfatiens of providence, and is what carnal reafon is -
exceeding apt to:cavil at, But, L ibink, I have given .
fuch anfwers to the chief objeflions made againft it,. in -
.y -difcourfe on this fubjeft, -as- may jallly quiet our -
minds, and filence all our oppofition.

This then being our diftreffed cafe,. whither coyld -
“we flee for help ? . It.is evident to every one’s obferva«
tion, that we cannot coare up to- that unfpotted obedi-
"ence, which God has the jufteft claim to trom a rational

creature ;3 .that cur beft duties and moft careful obferv- -
ances of the law of nature, are fadly dcfiled with {ing -
that we have vicieus habits and inclinations, which .
. we cannat canquer ;. and that our carnal minds are ene-
mity againfl Gon?, are not fubjéd 1o the liw of God ; nor in=-
deed cann be. ‘W hence it is certain, we are fo. far from--
being capable of atoning for our apoftacy, that we are<-
utterly incapable to live up to the law of nature, had .
“that breach been made up. - o
If any will fuppofe, that our: repentince would have
been fufficjent to have appeafed the divine difpleafure, .
withoyt any other fatisfaégion : 1'would afk them how
they can be certain of this? I would defire them to -
fhew, what neceflary connedlion there is between the
forrow of guilty rebels for their fins, and the favor of *
saoffénded God, without a fatisfaQion.er atenement 2.7
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‘Aad I would enquire, whether they have this good
news for the fallen angels? It would be fuch glad tid-
ings, that I dare fay, they have never heard fince theic
firlt apoftacy. But were even this fuppofed, ftill I en-
quire, how that could afford any relief in our cafe?
"For we are naturally incapable of a true repentance, by
any power of our own, as much as of making a ftri® and
ddequate atonement. “We are too muchiin love with
fin, to loath and abhor it, as of ourfelves.” The babits -
of fin teo intimately adhere to our fouls, to be wholly
fubdued and forfaken, by any attempts or-refolutions of
ours. And can we pleafe God with a partial and in-
fincere repentance, which is all we can pretend to?:
€an God be deceived, or will he be -mocked ? No fure-

Iy! We cin neither difcharge the debt already con-
:‘a&'cd; mor avoid running. further.into cebt every

ay. : ’

" 2. This alfo implies or préfuppofes, that divine juftice de-
manded-fatisfattion for eur offences, in order to our recon-
ciliation unto God. 1 fhall not undertake to determine
whether the punifhaftnt of fin be tndi{penfably neceffa-
ry from the naturé of God s and paturally refults from
his effential righteoufnefs and purity, ab{clutely con(i-
dered. It isindeed certainy that holinefs and juftice are
effential perfetions in God ; that ke is of purer eyes, than.
8o behold iniguity ; ‘and ‘that ¢ -his juftice being infinite,
it muft be inflexible.”” But, mankind not having ade-
quate ideas of thefe divine -perfeftions, we may ert in
our reafonings and deduétions from them. - However, -
I think we may fafely affirm, that God’s requiring fa-
tisfattion for fin, is agreeable to his re&oral holinels
and governing juftice; ‘and that as he is the fupreme
Judge and Governor of the world, he juftly requires fin
thould be punifhed ; that'by this he may illuftrate and
vindicate his own holinefs, and convince the world, .
that the righteous-Lord lovetl.-righteoufnefss and that the -
wicked his Joul hateth. Pfal..xi. 55 7.—Tbat by this he
may teftify his adherence to*his own laws; and let the
world fee, that heaveri and edvth fhall fooncr pafi awayy

.
(o
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- than one jet or title (hgll, pafs from them, . Mat. V. ¥8.—m
That by this he.may difcever the value he putsupon
the obedience of his ¢reatures; and.f{hews that their

" Sobfervance of his law isnot a vain thing for them, becaeyfe.

'3t i theiy life, - Deut. Xxxii. 47.~—And that by this he
may affert his, awn fovereignty ;. and the world may
fee, that verily heis @ God:that judgeth in the earth. Plale
lviii, 11. I 1pight add,.by this he. alfo brandifhesa.
- flaming fword againft the impiety of future tranfgref-
fors; anddifcovers, that to hum belongeth vengeance and,
-recompence. Dept, xxxii. 35. The truth of God does
- certainly make fatisfadtion forfin necelflary. He threat-
ened death as the eonfequenceof the fall. Gen, ii. 17,
:Apd his- word is immutable. like bijs infinité neture.
. 'Hath he faid it, and will-he not da it? What he has
-fpoken, he is able alfo to. perform ; and being the God
of truth, will he not bring it to pafs? 'In a word, God’s
_a&ua}lg' requiring {atisfa€lion for fin, is a faét abundant-
“1y copfirmed in the fcriptures ; and therefore cannot bug.
-be owned a reality. ' Among the multitudes of foripa
tures, that might be cited.in this cafe; you'mag confider
thefe that follow. :Exod. xxxiv. 7. That will
‘no.means clear the guilty. Joth, axvi. 1q. Heis an
‘God, he is a jealous God 3 he will nat forgroe- your tragj-
.greffions nor your fins. -Rom. iii. 5, 6, Is God unrighteous,,
who taketh vengeance ? 1 fpeak asaman, far be it: g‘an how.
then fhall God judge the world # Which fhews, that as
God is judge of the world, it isarighteous thing for him

" to take vengeance. ‘Rom, iii. 26. To declare at this

time his ¥ightenfuefs, that-he might be juft, and the jufli-

* fier of him which believeth in Fefui» Which fhews, that,

the fatisfadtion of .Chrift was requifite, in order to
--Gad’s being juft, in-the juilifying of finners; and that
it would not have been agree-ble to his juftice, to have
“faved them .without fatisfaition. Rom. vi. 23. The
~wages of fin is death, "This:is o, both from the juftice
and law of Ged. . : , , .
3. This implies, that the A [led Redeemer undertook to vea
Prefent paor guilty criminad, ; and to give him/elf a ranfom

.
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Jor them. This isa do&rine difcayerable only by reve- -
lation s and I can no ways explain it, but by thewingin
" what light the fcriptures fet this before us. And'in thofe
blefled oracles, God the Father is exhibited as admit-
ting, by virtue of his fupremacy in the difpenfation ot
‘Man’s Redemption, the transferring our fin and-punifh-
ment to the Mediator; and accordingly as{ending him
toundertake our falvation. Thus, Jobhn iii. 16, 17,
For God fo loved the world, that he gave his only degotten
Son, that whofoever believeth in him fhould not perifh but
have everlafting life.  For God fent not his Son into the
‘world, to condemn the world ; but that the world through
him might be faved. Rom. viii. 3. For what the law
could net do.in that it was weak through the flefhy God fend=
ing his own Son in the likenefs of finful fiefh and for fin,
condemned fin in the flefh 3 that the righteoufnefs of the law
might be fulfilled én us. 2 Cor, v. 21. For he hath made
him to be fin for usy who knew no fin, that we might be made
the righteoufnefs of God in him. 1 Johnm iv. g, 10. In
this was manifefied the love of God towards us 3 becaufe that
_God fent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might
live through him. Herein is love, not that we loved God &
but that he lovedus 3 and fent his Son to be the propitiation
Jar our fins.—The fcriptures alfo reprefent the Lord Je-
fus Chrift, as freely and voluntarily confenting to under- -
take this great work ; unto which he could beliable to
no conftraint, Mark X. 45. For even the Son of man
came not to be miniflered unto, but to minifler ; and to give
khis life a ranfom for many. John X. 17, 13. [lay down
my life, that I snight take it again. No man taketh it frows
“me 3 but Ilay it down of myfelf : I kave power tolay it down,
_and I have power to take it again. Tit. ii, 14. Whe gave
" himfelf for us, that he might sedeem us from all iniquity.
Heb. x. 7. Then faid I, Lo, I come, in the velume of the
book it is written of me, to do thy will, O Ged. The {crip-
tures do moreover fet forth the Redecmer, in the qua-,
" lity of our furety and reprefentative, in this wonderful
tranfa&ion. Heb. vii, 23, By fo muchy was Fefus made
& furety of a better ‘teﬂgmer(t;. 1 Pet, ii. 240 Who his

P
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ownelf bore our fins.in his own body on the tree, ‘that we
deing dead to fin, might live unto righteoufnefs ; by whefe

" firipes ye were healed, 1 Pet. i, 18, For Chrift alfo

hath once fuffered for fins, the juft for the unjuft, that he
might bring us to Gody being put to death in the fiefh, but
quickened in the fpirit. In which texts, the fubftitution
of the Lord Jefus Chrift in our room and ftead, is clear-
ly and ftrongly exprefled, in his tearing our fins ;3 amd
Juffering for us ; and the like expreflions are very nume-
rous throughout the New Teftament. 1 will only add,
that the fcriptures reprefent the fufferings of Chrift, and
his obedience untothe death, as a proper facrifice and
atenement for us,and as the purchale of our redemption..
1fai, liii. 10. When thou fhalt make his foul an offering for
[finy he fhall fee his feed. Eph.v.2. And walk in love,
as Chrifl ulfo hath loved us ; and given himfelf for us, an
offering and a Jacrifice 1o God, for a fweet fnclling [avour.
Heb. iii. 17. Fhat he might be a merciful and faithful high
priefl, in things pertaining to Gody to make veconciliation

- for the fins of the people. ~See alfo 1+Cor. vi. zo0, Tit. ii.

‘14 withmany other paffagestothefame purpofe, which

frequently occur in the.facred pages. Let men there-

_fore firain their wits as- much as they can, to put falfe
Toffes upon-thefe and fuch like texts of fcripture, there
.is nothing more<certain, than that the proper fatisfadtion

. and atopement of -eur Lord Jefus Chrift for the fins of

the world, is in the firongeft, moft plin and familiar
terms, repearedly afferted in the word of God.  1f we
‘have.any regard at-all to the way of falvation propofed
in the gofpe], .we muft expeét redemption through the
alone mer11s of hislife and death ; and depend upon him
as our ranfom, as.the propitiation for our fins, and the
Lord eur righteoufnefs. - ST o ‘

I am aware, that there are fome: difficulties in the
way of this doftrine, which the carnal mind is ready
to ftumble at, It is an objetion againft this; That itis
mot jufly to accept of and punifh theinnocent inflead of the
guilty.” Towhich Lanfwer, .

* It muft be granted, that in human jodicatures this
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would be moft unjuft, thus to transfer capital punifh-
. ment 3 becaufe no man has power to dilpofe of hisown.
life at pleafure, nor power to give his life for another,
be fure, not the juft for the unjuft :” Neither hath the
eivil magiftrate power thus to facrifice a good man for
a-bad, though even with his own confent; becaufe it.
would be highly injorious to the commaunity to cut off
the innocent and valuable miember, and to {pare the
g;:ilty criminal; as a peft and nuifance to fosiety. But~
thefe reafons does not afft&t the calosew before vs. Our
Redeemer had power to lay-down his-lifey and power to-
take it up again.. As he was the Lord from Heaven, he-
had the abfolute property and difpofal of his own life.
And he has declared himfelf the Sonof God with power, .
&y hisrefurredion from the dead And inftead of thisbe-
ing injurious to the community, it has brought moft"
lorious advantages to us, both with re{pe& to the pre--
t and the future world. I -may add to this, that
our blefled Saviour did not finally perifh ; as a fubfti--
tute muft do, in cepital punifiments among men, Noj:
he underwent but a fhort temporary death; and receiv."
ed his lifeagain, with greateft advantage,. From whence-
it appears, that thofo objeQtions, whickk would be juft-
in other cafes, can bave no place here, . The charadter
and quality of the {ubftitute, and the ablolure fove-
reignty of the Supreme Judge, render the cafe éxempt
from all the rules of human judicatures.. It is true in-
“deed, that the juftice of God could not have demanded.
fatisfation from the Redeemer, if he had not volunta-
rily made himfelf refponfible for us:: but Chrift having
a more abfolute and fovereign -difpofal of his own life, .
' than any man can haveof his cftate, he might as ficely
- offer ity and Ged-the Father as juftly accept it, in fatis--
faflien for our fins, as any man can be excepted as fure.
ty for another man’ debt, .
- It may alfo be obje@ed ; That this feems derogatery toc
the goodnefs of Gody to have penal [atisfaltion lead-the way. |
10 the exercife of mercy 3 and that this reprefents the divine~
Being too like to the moft mercilefs of human creatures, whe-

-—® .
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. A
have fuch an appetite to revenge, as cannot be [atisfied with-
out blosd : whereas it would feem more agresable to infinite .
goodnefs, to pardon freely,

"I an{wer, The wiftake lies-in the obje&er; and he
. only, I think, has unworthy notions of God. To ima-

gine the death of Chrift lowed from an irregular ap-
petite to vengeance, is indeed to meafure the divine
‘perfections by our depraved lofts and paflions. But to
fuppofe, that God’s demand of fatisfaétion arifes from,
or at leaft is confonant to, the infinite purity of his na-
ture, whereby he cannot look upon fin with approba-
tion ; but teftifies his abhorrence of it to all the ration-
al world: To fuppofe, that the righteous Governor of
the world, fhould infli® punifhments, as well as beftow -
. rewards, according to the re&itude and equity of hie
~ own glorious nature: To fuppofe, that this glorious
Jaw-giver fhould infift upon maintaining the honor of
his own laws, whereby he has determined to gavern the
world ; this is not to entertain thoughts in"any refpect
unworthy of infinite grace and goodnefs, The good-
" nels of God does hereby fhine in its brighteft luftre,
that he is willing to fave poor guilty rcbels at fuch an
infinite expence ; and that in fuch an admirable method,’
mercy ayd truth meet together, righteoufnefs and peace
kifs each other.

4. Chrilt’s being a propitiation for us does alfo im=-
ply, that God did accept of the pafive obedierice of Chrift,
together with his attive, as fufficient fatisfadion to the de-
mands of juftice. Jefus Chrift hath made reconciliation
Sor the fins of the people. Heb. ii, 17. And he has recon~
ciled the world to God, that their tre/pafles are not imputed,
2, Cor. v. 18, 19. Thus peace is made with Gody and we
reconciled to him by his crofs, the enmity being flain. Eph,
ii. 15, 16. So that the imputation of the obedience of
Chrift, does fully and pe#edly acquit the believer from ~ -
the guilt of fin, the empire of Satan, the curfes of the
.law, and the damnation of hell. God has received fa- .
tisfaion from thé furety s and therefore will demand
mo mote from the principal debtor.. o
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- Thus I .have briefly confidered what is implied in-
Chrift’s being a propitiation for us; and have endea-
vored to confirm each particular, by full and clear tef-
timonies from the word of God. From this view of
the cafe, it appears to me as reafonable, to call the
whole of divine revelation into queftion, as to doubt of
this great article, Chrift’s having made a proper fatis-
fa&i«;n and atonement by his blood, for the fins of his:

cople. . ,

P Now of the things of which I have fpoken, this is the funms..
That by our firft apoftacy we have violated the funda--
- mental laws of nature, have been traitors and rebels to:
the Sovereign of the world, have plunged ourfelves in-
to guilt, debafed and polluted all the noble faculties of"
our fouls; and feparated between our God and uss-
whereby we are not only become guilty, but impotent
and helplefs, That the Supreme Governor of the
world, willing to affert the infinite purity aad holine(s:
of his nature, and his eternal and immutable antipathy
to fin and finneks, has teflitied the value he puts upon-
his righteous laws, and upon the obfervance of them s:
has vindicated his fovereign dominion, and the truth
of hias. threatenings;: and has fet before the rational
world the dreadfal confequences of rebelling againft
~him; by infifting upon a fatisfaltion to his offended
juftice. That when we were utterly incapable to make-
atonement, by any thing lefs than eternal fufferings,.
the great God, as Supremec Judge and Arbiter of his-
oWn%aws and affairs of government, was plealed-of his
- infinite goodnefs and. compaflion, fo far to relax the
threatening, as in our ftead to accept of a furety in the-
perion of his dear Son ;- who was with his own volun-
tary confent appointed by the Father to work out our
redemption, by taking upon him our fin and guilt, bear-
ing our punifhment, and fulfiNing the law for us, and
thereby purchafing our acquittance from death and:
hell, and recovery to life and happinefs. The blefled.
fruit of his mediation is, ('l)‘hat there is no condenination
: L 2 . .
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" to.thofe that ave in Chrift Jefuss but whofo hath the Seny.
hath life, life everlafling. o
Thus 1 am prepared to take notice, in what way we
. may hope for the benefits of this-redemption; which-
brings me to confider, . -
11, Whot we. are to underfland by. thut faith in.Chrifl, .
through which we have an intereft in. this propitiaties., .
And it may be proper to take notice, that a-faving faith..
. is'varioufly defcribed in the. holy fcriptures.. Parti--
"~ cularly, T
. . 1, It is fometimes defcribed, as an affent of the mind*
* - to the gofpel-revelation of Chrift. Thus, Mark-i.. 1.
Repent ye, and belicve the gofpel. So, 1 John v. 1. Whoe

Joever believeth that Jefus is the: Chrifty is born of God..

* And, Rom. x. 9. If thou fkalt confefs with thy mouth the. '
Lord Fefus; and fhalt believe in thine heart that-God hath-
raifed him from the dead, thou fhalt be faved. In thefe. -
and many other like paflages of fcripture, a faving faith.

‘is propoled as an aét-of the underflanding ; and as an afe.

{ent unto, or belief of the truth of the gbfpel..

. 2. Faith is fometimes defcribed in fcripture as a cona
- fent of the will to the gofpel-offer of falvation by Chrift..

Thus, John i. 12. To as many as received  him, to0. thews:

gave he power to become the-Soms.of God: even ta them that

believe.on his mame. And, John vi. 35. He that cometk.
wunto me, fhall never hunger s and he thai belieeth in me,.
fhall.never thirfi.  So, Col. ii. 6. As ye have therefore re-

. eeived Chyif Fefus the Lord, fowalk ye in him. 1n which.

texts we find, that receiving Chrift, and believing 6n.
his name, asd coming to him, and believing in him, are:
terms of the fame figpificancy :. and all of thefe expref-
fions imply a. willingnefs to. obtain the falvation by:

Chrift, upon his own terms, ' :

_ g Faith.is alfe defcribed in feripture, as a confiding-
in,.and depending upon the Lord Jefus Chrift’ for fal-
vation. Thus, Epb. i. 12. That we fhould be.to the praifs
of his glory, who firfl trufled in Chriff, Phil. iit. 9. And
‘be found in him, not. having mine oun righteoufnefs whick
ic of the law i but that. which.ss through the faith of Chrifl,,

-
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#he sighteoufmefs which is of Ged by faith, 2.Tim. i, 19
For I know whom I have belicoed ; and am: pevfuaded, that -
he is able to keep that which I have committed to him again-

‘that day. In which texts, faith. is confidered as our.
trufting in Chrift, hoping te be found im him, rely-
ing upon his righteoufnefs, and committing our fouls -
to him.

‘By this it appears, that faith is fome times defcribed .

- by.one of its efléntjal preperties, and fome times byano-
ther : - but we muft always remember, that when it is.-
defcribed by one of thefe properties, the other two are

' ot excluded, but included ; and that therefore each of :
thele defcriptions, if duly confidered, will amount to :
the fame thing. ‘ '

" ¥f we, for example, confider faith as an.affént to the -
golpel-revelation concerning Chrift, which,by the way, .
is the primary fignification of the.werd faith, it will ne-
flarily include in ita confent to what.we believe, and
an affiance in hing on whom we believe. For this sf~ .
fent, or belief o?\he troth, muit be fuppofed fueh a -
firong and thorough perfuafion as will have a propes-
and effeftual influence upon our minds. A mere dotri-
nal belief, or fpeculative opinien, cannot be recommend- -
ed in fcripture asa-faving faith. Asd.this being fup- -
pofed, that we have & firm realizing-belief, and a lively
yupreflion, that Chrift is the Saviour of the world, that.
‘his righteoufnefs imputed: to us is the only ground.of
our judtification, that without this we muft inevitably
perifh, and tha: he is both able and willing to faveusy .
* will necefferily excite in us earneft defires after an in-
toreft in him, after union and communion with him, and' .
bring us to place our hope and confidence in him only:
for falvation... We may have, as moft of the profefling -
world have, a difciplinary or notional belief of the truth,
of the gofpel, that will produce no proper effet upon
our fouls, but will leave us, againft the conviftion of
confcience, tonegle&t an offsred Saviour, indulge our
kufts, and perifhin them. . But though fuch a dead faith.
will profit us.nothing, yet we cannot but eficem the
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Lord Jefus Chrift to be precious, we cannot but choofe
him for ouf portion, and depend upon him to do all in-
us and for us, if we have lvely and clear impreffions
of the truth of what th;gofpgl reports concerning him..
Though a carclefs indifferent or unfteady affent unto
the gofpel-revelation, will not bring us off from our-
lufts and finful pleafures, from our own rightequfnefs;
and felf-fufliciency, to receive Chrift and depend:upen:
him ;- yet a full realizing and hearty aflent to this wills
bring us to confent to the offers of the gofpel, and to.
lace our confidence in the only obje&t of our hope..
q‘hus we fee, that this firft delcription of faith includes.
the other two,.and if we diftin&ly confider them alfo,.
we fhall find the fame conclufion,, -~
A confent, for inflance, to the offers of Chrift and
his falvation in the gofpel, neceflarily implies an affenty
to the truth of the gofpel. - Forit is impoffible that we:
fheuld, with our wills, cencur to- any propofal, that.
our underftandings are not convinced of the truth of..
Lt implies alfo a dependence upon CHrift for falvation,:
For it is impoffible to confent to receive Chrift for our:

Saviour, and not depend upon him as-fuch.

. The fame thing may be alfo sbferved, with refpet to-
" trufting in Chrift, the laft defcription of faith, For we.
cannot depend upon Chrift, and confide in him, unlefs:
we affent to the gofpel-revelation, and confent to ac-’
" . eept him as our Saviour. Upon the whole, thefe feve~

ral defcriptions of faith do mutually imply and involve

cachothenr, and all of them do always belong to the' ef-
fence of a faving faith ;. which makes way for this ge~
. meral deicription. ) ST
Faith in Chrift is fuch anafjent tothe Chriflian tevelation,
as brings.us heartily and fully to receive him as.he is there-
tn exhibited to us, and to depend on him.only for falvation

upen gofpel-terins. . o
- - Herelet it bo diftin&ly obferved, . )

1. Faun in Jefus Chrift neceffarily implies an affent
te the'golpel-revelation. I am not now Cﬂnﬁderihg"
how far God may difcover his falyation to the heathea.

3,
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“world, who are ftrangers to the gofpel. As on the one
- hand, I would not limit the Holy One of Hrael, who
. A1ay, for ought 1 know, reveal his Son in an extraor-
dinary. manner to fome that never heard of the gofpel's
fo on the other hand, I would leave fecret things to God,
_unto whom they belong. The bufinefs now before me
18 to confider a faving faith, as it relates to us, who
dwell under gofpel-light, and are arrived at an age of
confideration and obfervation. And in that view of
the cafe, a hearty affent to the truths revealed in the
gofpel, is certainly effeatial to a true faithin Chrift.
- Unto this affent it isnecefiry, that we have a know-
ledge of the doftrines of the gofpel, and of the way of
falvation therein propofed. How fhallthey callupon him,
in whom they have not believed ? And how fhall they believe:
m him, of whons they have not heard ? Rom. X, 14. Faith
- always follows the underftanding, and cannot go before:
it, It is impoffible to believe, ftri€tly and properly,
.what we do not in fome refpe& underftand. € may,.
indeed, in the general, believe that to be the truth, the:
fpecial nature of which we neither_underftand nor be-
lieve. We may, for inftance, believe the dotrine of
the Trinity to be an undoubted truth, though we can
neither underftand, nor believe the particular modes,
or manner how the divine Being is'One in Fhree, and’
Three in One, In fuch cafes, we can believe no more
than what our underftanding reprefents to us, from the
word of God, as reafonable and credible. This being
applied to the prefent cafe, makes it evident, that they
who remain grofsly ignorant of the do&rine of Chrift,
and the methed of falvation propofed in the gofpel, can-
mot concur in it, nor comply with it.. Ignorance here
- flays men in the dark, and makes them incapable of any
benefit by an offered Saviour: 'We muft thegefore firft
- know all that is really neceflary to be believed 5 upon
which account khowledge is fometimes in fcripture put
for faith. Thus, John xvii. 3. - Thisis life eternal, that
dhey might know thee the only trué God, & Fefus Chrift whom
thou has fent, And, 1 Cor. ii. 2. For I descrmined not
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- 29 know any thing among you, efys Chrif, and himx
erucified. Thongh men may @;ﬁzb{: of faijtgl’x inChrift
without brightne(s of parts, or eminent degrees of,
knowledge, either in polemical or fyftematical divinity,.
asitiscaled ;.yet it is needful that they be acquaint-
ed with the principal doftrines of Chriftianity, fuch as.
relate to the one only Mediator, jefus Chrift, his per-
fon, offices and-benefits,_his incarnation, life, fufferings-
and death, bis refurreétion, afcenfion and interceflion ;-
and fuch as-relate to their own loft eftate, and necetfa-
ry dependence upon his righteouvinefs-and ‘grace for-
juftification and life, in order to their believiag in.

Chrift.. - ,
Moreover it is alfo needful, that we heartily receive-
this revelation for divine truth, when we do under..
fland its It is neceflary, that we receive it not as the
word of many but as it isjn truth, the word of God, i or-
der that it thould effefually work in us, asin them that bes
fieve, 1 Thefl: ii; 13,1t is not fufitcient to believe:this ..
ftom the bias of edueation, or becaule we have been ear-
ly andall along taught-thefe dotrines, Alas, we thould "
have been, Iikelg to lave. hed- the fame faith in Maho-
met, if we hyd been as early and conftantly inftrufted
in the Alcoran. It is not {ufficient to have an -implicit
belief of thefe truths,. to take them upon truft from any-
man or fociety of ‘men whatever ; this is to depend up-
on other mens-faith, and have none of our own, 1t is-
not fuflicient inconfiderately to take thefe things for
granted, without making particular and due inquiry 3.
~ this may.poffibly amount to epinion, but not to faith.
.. Noris it1ufficient to give a cold and una&ive affent to
“the gofpel; though founded upon the beft evidence; and.-
- moft rational argumentation ; for this will not effeftu-
ally convince us.of eur abfolute neceffity of Chrift; nor
of his fufficiency to fupply all our wants, But we muft.
receive the teftimony of God concerning his Somy and affent-
. to the gofpel report as the truth of God, 3s that fipon.
- which our eternal welfa.re depends, and as that which..
we are above.all thipgs in the.world concerned . abous. .
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If it be objected, that this will yet fall fhort of true
faith ; that the devils themfelves give as firm an affent
to the truth of the gofpel as we can do—they belisve and
Aremble. 1 grant that a bare affent to the gofpel, fepa-
rately confidered, if never fo fteady and firong and ra- °
tional, is not a faving faith; but yct it is always an’efs
fential part of ity though faith, as I before obferved,
‘has more implied in its which brings me to confider,
2. That a faving faith does alfo imply a receiving the
Lord Jefus Chrift, as offered in the gofpel. Thisyas T
fhewed before, is-given as a defcription of faith, John
4. 12, By which weare to underftand, a hearty defire
of anintereR in Chrift, and a fincere willingnefs to
comply with the offers he makes of him{elf and his fav-
ing benefits, upon gofpel terms. '
This neceflarily fuppoles, that we have an imprefid
fenfe of -our neecffity of an intexeft,in Chriff. Sinners are
‘but hardly brought to embrace an offered Saviour. The
‘moft'of the worldjare quiet and fe¢ure inaftate of guilt,
without any juft apprehenfion of their damger, and
without any ferious-concern about the welfare of their
‘immortal fouls.—Thefe go their way to their farms and
--merchandize, and excufe themfelves from coming to
Chrift—they have fomething elfe todo. And as to o-
thers that are uader fome convifion of their fin and
«danger,-they are ready to fly to any other refuge than
the Saviour Chrift, and to quiet their confciences with
their good purpofes or performances; until they are
brought to fee, that fn vainis falvation h?ed fory from
ithe hills and from the multitude of mountaifls; that they
have no where togo for falvation but to Chrift a-'
done, for k¢ and he oaly -Aath the words of eternal life.
“Thefe two things are effentially neceflary to a true faith
-dn Chrift, a lively fenfe of our own emptinefs, and in-
ability to kelp ourfelves, and a like fenle of the fuffici-
ency of Chrift torelieve us. By the former we difco-
" wer the laft neceflity of fome remedy, beyond what we
«<an poflibly provide for our diftrefled fouls. By the .
datter, the only door of hope is fet open to us; -and by

\-
o



»

¥8 JUSTIFICATION sr FAITH

both, we 2re made willing to comply with the-blefled
propofals of life and peace in the gofpel, and fubmit to
the terms whereon they are offered. While finners
can think themfelves rich and increafed in goods, and that
they have need of nothing, they will fet no {pecial value by
an offered Saviour. Lhey mult fee themfelves wretched,
and miferable, and poor, and blind, and mnaked, before
they will repair to him, for gold tried in the fire, that
they may be rich; for white raiment, that they may be cloath-
ed; and for eye falve, that they may fee. Andthis is the
great rea{pn of the unfuccefsfulnefs of gofpel ordinances,
‘and of the unper{uadablenefs of the greateft part of the
world te come uato Chrift, that they might have life-=
They eare infenfible of their miferable ftate while at a
“diftance from him: The whole need not the phyfician, but
ihey that are fick.  They can reft quiet in their prefent
_attainments, and will therefore look no further. They
will never come to Chrift, till they are firft brought to
utterly defpair of all help in themfelves. = And whea
they are even brought to this, it will have no better ef-
fe&, thanto fill them with horror and amazement,
unlefs they have alfo a difcavery that there is help to
“be had ; ‘that there is hope for their fouls, from the

. fufficiency of redeeming love. But when they have

both thefe difcoveries, they cannot but {ee their necef-
fity of Chrift: and whatever elfe they want, they can~
not but be willing to receive bim-upon any terms,
Moreover, this receiving of Chrift does al{o {uppofe
our cpmplying with him as our King, as well.as our Sa-
viour. Itis true, that Gnners under afenfe of their
mifery and danger do, in the firft place, defire falvation
from the wrath to.come, of which they have, awful
‘apprebenfiens, and therefore repair to Chrift for delive-
rance. But this is only a legal work. 1f they reft here,
they will never be interefled in Chrift and his favin
‘benefits. A true evangelical faith excites. an ‘earpeft .
defire of falvation from the power.and pollution of fin,
. as well as from guilt and damger. .The believer defires
Chrift to fave bim from his fins, and not in them 3 he
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defires that Chrilt may reign in his heart, and that his -

whole man, in all its powers, may be fubjeited to him.
There is no man willing to perish, deftruétion from
God would be a terror to the worft of men it realizeds
and fince they know that there is no way of falvation
but by Chrift, they defire by him a falvation from hell ;

yet however, it is with a refervation of their luttssand

finful pleafures, which they cannot part with. Bat this
is very far thort of a genuine faving faith, which re-
ceives a whole Chrift with our whole heart; Chrift in
all bis offices, as well as with all his benefits ; the grace

of Chrift for our {anétification, as well as his righteout= -

nefs for our juftification. As a true penitent looks up«

on his fios as his greateft burthen, and groans after de- -

liverance from the pollution and dominion of them;

{fo the true believer values an intereft in Chrift.opon this
account, that he may break the yoke, and deftroy the -

empire of his lufts: that the law of ‘the [pirit of life in
Chrift Fefus, may make him free from the law of fin and
death. - Thus faith receives Chrift as our Prince and Sa-

viour. And this is the conftant language of a true °

faith, Ifa. xxxiii. 22. The Lord is our Fudge, the Lord is

our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King; he will fave us.

I add to this, that it is alfo necetfary uato a receiving

of Chrift, that we moft earnefltly endeavor in the ufe of
all appointed means to ebtain an intereft in him upon
his own terms. If éver we receive Chrift ar all; ic
muft be in that way, We are not to wait in an idle
unconcernegnefs for the operations of the holy {piri1 to
compel ustocome to Chrift--No, but withan humble feofe
of -our ewn impotency, and with a dependence on the
fpirit of grace, we muft feek and itrive, and lay our-
felves: out with unwearied diligence in the ms-
thods of duty prefcribed in the gotpel, to obtain an in-
tereft in Chrift and bis falvation. Receiving of Chrift

is indeed a metaphorical expreflion, that conaotes an -

allive acceptation, and it would be an abufe of it, to

imagine from it that we are to fit ftill, withour care or -

paios, until this glorious gift be thruft into our handss
P | :

i
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byt we muft put curfelves into the way where it is of-

fered, if we ever hope to-receive it, And it may be

depended upon, that Chrift will never beftow himfelf up-
omany, but thofe who. are firft brought to think an in-
tercft in him worth fecking after. He is faid to walk

. in the midft of his golden candlefiicks, Rev. i. 13. thereby

intimating, that he is to. be found in the way of hisowa

ordinances. And we. are direfed, if we fhould find
him, to go our way forth, by the foatfleps of the flock, Cant.

i. 8. that is, in the way in which all true believers have

fought, and in which they have found communion with

him. In this. way we muft feek an intercft in Chrift—
in this way we muft feck grace to receive the Lord Je-
fus Chrift, and in this way we muft exercife tbat grace,
when.-we have obtained it, If we be partakers of Chrift

at all, it muft be by an a&tive reception, by a faith ac- .

companied with earneft diligent fecking him in the ways

of God’s appointment ; for the negleét of duty is not a,

receiving, but a reje€ling of Chrift, and a pra&ical de- -

claration, that we will none of him, that we will not”

. hawe this mantorule over us. Thea& of faith by which
we receive the Lord Jefus Chrift, is indeed diftin&
from the duties of religious worfhip; but as faith muft
be obtained in. 2 way of duty, fo it is neceffarily pro-
duéive of a life of duty in all that have it. The faith
therefore, whick I 2m. defcribing, though in its nature
diftin& from. diligence.in duty, yet implies this as ne-

. ceffary, both to its being and operations, And thus T
am prepared to take notice of the other thing contained °
in the defcription of this grace. S

3. That faithin Jefus Chrift does alfo imply a depend-
ing upon him, end him ouly, for falvation. That is, it.
implies a believing in him, as the author of our eternal
Jalzation, as the Lord our righttoufnefs, as the fountain, of
life, and of all our grace. It implies, that we look o0
him, to do all in us, and all for us, and that we bring
both_our perfons snd-our fervices to God in Ais name,
pleading the merits of Lis crofs, and his perfeét righte=
oulnefs, as our only title to the divine favor.
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But that we may have a juft view of what is fignified
by our depending upon Chrift, it muft be premifed-—
That it is neceffary 1n order to this, that we heartily
renounce all dependence on ourfelves, upon what we
have done, are doing, or can do, as to jaltifying us in
the fight of God, and procuring our acceptance with
him. We maft indeed Le diligent in duty—we muft
endeavor to be found walking in all the commandments

-and drdinances. of the Lord blamelefs. 1t is in vain to hope

for falvation in any other way, than that of diligent
feeking and ftriving for it. But then, when we have
done all, we muft not only fee ourfelvesto b= unprofita-
ble fervants, but to have fallen infinitely fhort of the
demands of joftics, and therefore to have no claim to

. the leaft favor from the hands of God. We muft be

fenfible, that all our righteoufnefs are but filthy rags ; that.
there is fd much finful imperfection cleaving to our beft
duties, s ‘might juftly condemn both us and them:
that the iniquity of our holy things might feparate between
God amd us, and that our very tears of repentance want
wafhiog in the blood of Chrift. Thus, whilc engaged
in-a moft -diligent application.to duty, and in a mott
fri& life of religion, we muft at the fame time calt our
beft performances at the foot of Chrift and account al}
that we are, have, and can do, but dung, that we may
win Chrifl. Phil. iil. 7. We fhall otherwife build npon
the fand, and our hopes will fall in the day of trial.
Our depending upon the Lord Jefus Chrift does alfo
fuppoft, that we attually and fincerely place ali our hopes

-of -acceptance with God, upon what he hath done and

{uffered for-us. Weare, by our fins, become guilty be-

fore God, end under a fenteace of condemnation, and

the blood of Chrift is the only atonement to expiate this
guilt, and to free us from the damning power of the
law. We have forfeited all title to futore -happinefs,
and Chrift’s obedience unto the death, is the. only pur-
ehafe of our eternal falvation, by: which we may hope
for it, orlay claimtoit. Now a faving faith is fuch
an cff:Qual apprehenfion of this as caufes us to-difclaim
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all other pretenfions to God’s favor, to make mention of
Chrifi’s righteoufnefs and that only, as the price of our
pardon and happinefs, and to expeé, that beirfg juflified
by his bleod, we flall be faved from wrath through him.
Thke {fum of the matter is, all our hope of pardon and
juftification is from the merits of the crofs and obedi-
ence of Chrift 5 all our hoy e of falvation is from Chrift’s
having fulfilled all righteoufnefs for uss and it is
through receiving him by faith, that we are interefted
in this righteoufnefs, and in the way of depending upon .
this righteoufnefs, that we claim the favor of God.
Faith looks upon Chrift as our Redeemer, and expeéls -

Jufiification from God freely by his gracey through the ve.

demption that there is in Chrift. By faith we confider
him.as our only hope, our only help, and our only fat-
vation, and rely upon him accordingly. As faith emp-
ties us of ourfelves, and fhews vs that we are loftand up-
done, notwithftanding any thing we do or can do; fo
it diicovers an abundant fulnefs and fufficiency in Chrift,
upon which we may fafely truft, and venture our eter-
nal interefts. It fhews us, that although we can do no-
thing curfelves, which will procure the favor of God oe
iotitle us to ir, yet Chrift has done enough for us, to re-
concile us to' God, and to anfwer all the demands of
juftices Thus by faith we rejoice in Chrift Fefusy and
have no confidence in the flefh: We go forth unto him withe
out the camp, bearing his reproach s and go up from the wil-
dernefs, leaning upon our beloved.

1t any fhould now enguire—What place is there for
good works, if we are to have all our dependence upon
what Chrift has done and {uffered forus? I anfwer we
muft depend upon him in the way of a carefulnefs to main-

-tain gocd works. Tit, iii. 8. And we can {afely depend up-

on him in no-other way.* All other dependence, ex-
clufive of this care of exemplary living, is not faith, but
prefumption. For faith without works s dead. Though -
we ave juflified by faith without the deeds of the law. Roms
iii. 28. -yet the faith, by which we are juftified, is ne- .
ver, in cafe of opportunity, without the dceds of the

v
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lew, though in truth animated by gofpel motives, and
fpringing from evangelical principles. ' They that have
faith unfeigned dwelling in them, will' live ‘Godly in
Chti&‘Jefus. Faith alone juftifies, by receiving and
depending upon the righteoufnefs of Chrift for juftifi-
cation 3 but the faith which joftifies is never alone.- For
being thereby united to Chrift asa branch to the vine, we
. fhall bring forth fruit, much fruit, whereby our heavenly
Father is glorified, It is a fanétfying faith, as well as
“juflifying, ' .
Thus I have endeavored brieflpto fet in view the na-
ture and properties of a true faving faith. I have (hewn,
that the effence of a true faith confifts' in an hearty af-
fent to the gofpel revelation concerning Chrift, in an
hearty confent to the gofpel offer of Chrift, his offices and
benefits, and in an hearty dependence upcn what Chrift
has done and fuffered for us, as the ground of our par-
don and juftification, and the price of eternal falvation,
I have thewn, that our affent to the gofpel revelation
fuppofes a fufficient knowledge of the way of falvation
therein revealed, for faith muft follow the undsrftand-
ing, and cannot go before it; and that it fuppufesa re-
ception of this revelation for divine truth; when we ‘da |
underftand it 3 forour faith fhould not fland in the wifdcrs
of man, but in the power of Godv 1 have fhewn, that our
confeat to the gofpel offer, or our receiving of Chrift
upon gofpel terms, fuppofes fuch a fenfe of our necef- .
fity of an intereft in Chrift, as makes us earneftly defire,
and cheerfully comply with any terms of obtaining it ;
for. we fhall never accept an offered Saviour upon his
own terms, as long as we can do without him; that it
fuppofes we accept him as pur King, as well as our Sa.
viour, for he myft fave us fiom our fins, and not in
them ; and it fuppofes that we receive him in the iife
of means, and not in the negleét of them, for the ne-
gleét of duty isa pradtical reje&ion of Chrift, I havs
fhewn, that our dependence upon Chrift fuppofes, thae
we renounce all confidence in ourfelves, in any thing
we do or can do; for he will be a complete Savivur,
Pz '
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- and.the alone Savioury.or pone at all ;.and -that it fepe
pofes, we place all qur cenfidence in bis:a€tive and.paf-
five obedience ; §or he is the Lord our wghteoufhefs,.and
in him fhalt all the feed of 1fxael be juftifiedy.-and faail gle~

ry. ,

- And now I.am prepared to cosfider, o

111, How faith in Chrift.is concenned .in-briuging abouk
aur remiffion and juflification in the feht of God. And E
fhall endeavor to explain this, by obferving, . - *

Y. Nogatively, That faith does not reconcile us to
.Gad, confidered fubjectivdly, -or :as -it is.qur own a&.
The-a& of believing is no more.a.condition of our jufti-
fication, than the.aét of re?enting, -or the.exercife .of

- .any other grace or duty. There are .no works of right-

- soufnefs which we have doney or ean do, that will fave us,,

. whether they be confidered as our legalor evangelical
righteoufnefs. Our legalrighteoufnefs, or deeds.of the-
Jaw, cannot fave us, becpuie they. cannot.atone for our

‘ paft offences, -nor-can they in.any inftance ceme up.to:
the demands.of the }aw, but in eévery thing fall thort of -
the perfeQion thereby required. Nor may weimagine,
that our evangelical righteoufnefs or.obedience tothe.
gofpel can fave us, becaufe that would be to place merit
in our repenting and believing, and to fet-our faith:
in the room of Chrift’s obedience, which is the.only
price of our juftifications . Though we are {aid to be
juftified by faith, .we are mo where faid to be jultified
for it, This:a& of ours, as well as all others, is very
imperfe&, and accompanied with much finful unbelief
at the beft, therefore ftands in need of pardon itfelf, and:
fo cannot peflibly merit our falvation. :

But now, 1 would{ay affrmatively, -
2. Faith juftifies us, as it -is the inftituted means of

. our:obtaining aa intereft in what Cbrift has done and
fuffered for us. JFor with the heart man believéth unmto
righteoufnefs, and.with the mouth confeffion is made unto fal
wation. Rom. x, ro. Wease.efpoufed to-faith by Chrift,
aod in this way his benefis are difpenfed to.us, The
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Lord Jefos Chritt-has performed a perfe& obediénce for

us, as 1 have particolarly fhewnabove, and has purcthf-
ed {alvation for all that are interefted in that obedience.

‘He has doneard fuffered all-that the law required of

us. H¢has fully-anfwered its penal demands. ‘Hehas.
been made fin for us, who kmew no fims "He has borne our-

_ finsin his own body upon the crofs.. He has undergone:
. the wrath of God, as-well as of men and devils, for our

fakes, that he might propitiate an offended God, and pay
the debt which our fins bad contra@ed. He has obey-

- ed the whole preceptive part of the law : been perfeét.

3n his compliance with-all' its commands, and fulfilled
all righteoufnefs, that he might intitle us to the eternak
inheinance and purchafe falvation forus, And all this-
be has done in the capacity of our furety. It is in our-
xname, placeand fiead thiat he has wrought out this per- -

- feét righteoufnefs, An intereft in him does thercfore
-.inveft us with this righteoafnefs, -and make it as muchs

Al

ours, aud pleadable by us, s if it had been in faét per--
fonally performed by ourfelves.

‘Now it isby faith that weobtain an a@tualintereftin
kim, and-fo are cloathed upon with his righteon{nefs,
and in that refpedt we are juftified by faith.. The gof-
pel proclaims the happy tidings of Chrift and redemp-
.tion ; faith affents to, andentertains this blefled pro-
-clamation, . The gofpel makes a free tender of purchaf~
.ed {alvation to finoers, fenfible of their need of it, and,
willing to accept it ; faith complies with the offer, and

- yeadily embraces a tendered Saviour, The gofpel pro-

pofes Chrill’s righteoufnefs aad that only, for our jufti-
fication ; faith-makes us effeem all thirigs but lofs and dungy,
that we may win Chryt andbe found in him. The gofpel

~ requires a life of holy ebedicnce unto Ged, as a proper
- fruit-and evidence of faith, asa tefimony of our accep-
. tance of this offered Saviour, and our gratitude to him.
" Unfeigned faith produces the happy effe& wherever it

is. Faith purifics the heart, and works by love. -So

* that faith is in every thing a compliance with what the

. gofpel requires to the conftituting and determining us.
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- juftificd perfons. Chrifl is the end of the law for righteouf=
nefs, to every one that belicveth, He that isonce brought-
- o live by the faith of the Son of God, is ne longer under
* the law but under - grace ; no longer confidered as. in
Adam, by whofe difobedience be was made a finper, but
as in Chrift, by whofe obedience he is made righteous.
And thus faith brings us pardon- and falvation, asit u-
pites us to Chrift, .interefls us in his perfe@ obedience, .
and makes his righteoufnefs ours. Whence the righteouf~ .
nefs of God isfaid to be revcaled from faith to faith., Rom.
i. 17, And we are told, that the righteoufnefs of God is
by faith of Fefus Chrift, unto ally and upon all them that
. believe. Rom. iii. 22. : 3 S .

3. Faith has the promife of Chrift’s continnal inter=
ceflion for us. Our highelt attainments in faith-and ho-
linefs, are accompanied with many imperfeétions, I
many thirgs we al] ¢flend.  And as we are daily charge-
able with new fins, we ftand in daily need of new par-

. don ard juftification 3 upen whichacceunt Jefus Chrift,
the righteous, is reprefented as our advocate with the
. Father, to procure thisfor us; and to beftow it upon vs,.
1 John ii..1. Theapoftle putsan emphafis on Chrift’s
. interceflion, Rom. viii. 34. Whois"hethat condemneth >
It is Chrift that died, yea rather that isrifen again, who is.
. . evew at the vight hand of God, who alfo maketh iiterceffion for
- %, Now being interefted in Chrift by faith, we have an
intereft in his interceflion : and by the efficacy of his in-
~_serceflion, the believer obtainsa rcliewed pardon of his.
. daily rtrsnfgreflions, and a confirmed pardon of all his
. trefpafles. ” We have, through faith renewedly exerci- -
.fed a claim to have all our new fins pardoned, and blot-
- ted out, by a. frefh applicatien of Chrift’s blood, and
. imputaiion of his righteoufnefs. Thé believer is made
. accepted in the beloved 5 and by virtue of bis advoeaw
. €y, the prayer of faith receives an anfwer of peace. -
- Wherefore he is able to [ave them to the uttermoft, that come
. - to God ‘by him, feeing he ever lives to malké interceffion for
shem. Heb.vil.; 25, it ol ot . :
. I thall now .proceedto make fome - i i -
ment of what l‘;ath been i?id." .me praical .m'fprove
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Usg. 1. This adminiflers matter of convilion and
awakening, to all that reft in an eftate of unbelief. If
we are interefted in the propitiation of Chrift by faith
in his blood, what muft bethe cafe of thofe who are def-
titute of a faving faith? We are told, John iii. 18, 26.

" That they are condemned already, that “they “fhall not fea
life 3 but the wrath of God abideth on them. Whichaw-
ful confideration might juftly ftartle and furprize the fe-
cureft finnerss and pot them upon the moft fplicitous
inquiry after Chrift and an intereft in him by faith. Can
you efteem it a trifling concern, whether you are faved
or damned; whether you are by faith partakers of the
falvation Chrift has purchafed, or whether youare by
your unbelief fhut out, of the glories of the heavenly
world, ‘and left to lament your mifery and lofs with
moft amazing horror, to all eternity ? Remember, that
if you continue and die in unbelief, your miferv muft
bear prop:-tion to the mercy you have abufed and
forfeited ; and it would have been better for you never
to have heard of a Saviour; than to.perith in your fins,
from under gofpel-light and grace. This will be your®
condemnation that light is come into the world, and you have.
chafen darkne [i rather than light 3 becaufe your deeds are
evil.  John iii. 19. You have the revelation- of - this
falvation; and the continued offers of it, upon maft eafy
and honorable terms. ~You have it preffed upon you,
by repeated. inculcation, in the ordinances of the gof-
pel : and how aggravated will your guilt be if you fes
‘light by this precious Saviour, and rejeét his falvation !
O thar negle&ful finners might therefore be awakened
out of their {écurity, to fee their mifery and danger, be.
fore it be too late 5 befare the things of their peace are hidden
Sfrom their eyes ; and before the offers of falvation through
faith in jefus Chrift, be for ever fure! O foolith un-
believers, who kath bewitched you, that you fhould not obey

the truthy before whofe eyes Fefus Chrift hath been evidently-
Jet forth, crucifiedamong you! O the aftonifhing folly of

- Chrift-defpifers and gofpel-negleétors, who notwith-
flanding you are brought in view with the heavealy

-/
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Canaan, will after all perifhin the wildernefs; and have
your final lot affigned you among hypocrites and unbe-
lievers; O how can you reft thus contented in an eftate
of unbelief, until you provoke God to fwear in his wrdth,
that you fliall never enter imto kisreft ! Had you-not better
-accept the Saviour new, than to bave him your angry
judge at laft, and reje you with a versly, I know you mot *
Had you not better hearken to the offers of mercy now,
than to have the gofpel itfelf, and all the ardinances of
falvation you have ever enjoyed, rife up in judgnent a-
.gainft you, to aggravate your condemnationt Bue alas ¥
“till your eyes are opened, to fee your fin-and danger,.
" you will not eome unto Chrifly that youmight have life : Y ow
+will rather run the venture of ecternal perdition,  than
sccept of this precious Saviour and his great felvation,,
though fo freely offered. This feems to be the cafe of”
tke greateft part of the gofpelized world. - And they
. muft beleft to the confequences of their ughappy choice.
They muft find, by fad experience, the dreadful effeéls
of negle&ing fo great falvation, before they will receive
convi&ion. . :
Usz 2, Let all be exhorted to makeit their-concern
10 obiain a true faith in Jefus €hrift, by which alone
they can be juftified in the fight of God. What has
‘been faid already, gives full evidencey that thisisanaf-
fair of everlafting impartanee, a concern, that your e-
~ ternity depends upen ; and that you may:expeét to re-
joice with joy unfpeakable:and full of -glory, or-mourn bit--
terly, -with the fharpeft accems of horror ‘and- agony,.
accordingto our compliance with; or reje&ion of this
. gofpel exhortation. -1t -is founded-on fcripturescalls -
. -and preccpts, inforced with the moft folemn and affet- .
ing fan&ions, both of promifcs aad threatenings. You
have macy examples, boih to:enceurage, 2nd to warn
_ you, You are invited to'be followers of them, who thro”
Jaith and patience do inheritthe promifes. ~And to-a care
of obtaining like precious faithwith them, you-are ftrong-
-ly excited, by the endearing attra&ives of Chrift’s infi
+nite loveyin his givipghimﬁ:lf, forand to his peopte, £
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therefore befeéch you, brethren, by the mercies of God ouy:

Saviour ; that you come unto Chrift as te a living flone, dif-
allowed indeed rq/‘mcm‘but chofen of God, and precions. To
this you are alfo moft awfully warned by the awakening

alarms of your guilt and danger. Take heed therefore,

brethren, left thers be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief,
4n departing from the living God. It is high time to fiy
from the impending ftorm, to this hope l%t betore you,
Be prevailed with to take hold of this inftru&ion, and
not let it go, but to keep its for it is your life.

Labor after an effeftual fenfe of the infinite impor-
tance of a faving faith in Chrift. Get it impreffed up-
om your mind, that youmuft believe in Chrift, or perifh
without remedy. Do not put off this eternal concern-;
but think of it now, and think of it folemnly, as you
muft thiok of it when you come to your final trial.

Let this confideration lie down and rife up with you: °
Hethat believeth and ¥s baptined, fhall be faved ; but he that .

bekieveth not, fhall be damned.

Labor after a lively impreflion of your incapacity to
produce this important grace in yourfelves. Keep up
a conftant remembrance, that ﬂe{z and_bloed cannot reveal
this to you: but our Father which is in heaven. Let the

humbling thought bring you'to God’s foot 3 and make .
you deeply fenfible that you lic at his mercy, anable to

belp yourielves, and unworthy of divine relief,

Let a- difcovery of this your diftrefled cafe qhickén ’
you to greater diligence in fecking the influence of the

bleffed Spirit, to work this faithin you. Be impor-

tunate in prayer, and in all ways of ‘duty. to have thet
good pleafure of Ged’s goodnefs and the work of faith with .

power wrought in your fouls.

And labor to exercife faith in Chrift, Though you

cannot work this grace in yourfelves, yet if ever you
obtain it, you yourfelves muft ufe and exercife it. * The

principle is from God, but the a& muft be your own,

If God. bring you to exercife this grace, you muft be
made willing in the day of his power, and at with your
free confent. This is his commandment, the great com.

-
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mand of the gofpel, That you fhould ‘l';eline on the name
of his Son Fefus Chrift. It istherefore your duty to be-’

lieve, and by confequence to labor to believe in Chrift 3
and if God gives you the grace to do lo, it will be by
quickening and flrengthening you in the way of your
prayers and your endeavors. Labor therefore to com-
ply with the gracious offer and call of the gofpel, to fee
your perithing condition without Chrift, and to realize
his ability and readinefs to help and to fave you. Con-
template his infinite excellencies and complete fuffici-
ency for you; and endeavor, looking to God for his gra<
.cious afliftance, to ckoofe Chrift for your Saviour and
portion, to prefer an iatereft in him above all the world,
to rely upon him as the author of your eternal falva-
tion, and to plead his rightesufnefs before God as your
ouly claim to mercy. In.a word, endeavor to accept
him upon his own terms; and be earneft with God
in your continual fupplications, for grace 2o help you,

that you may indeed receive Chrift Fefus the Lordy and
walk in him. Though you are without firength, yet thro? -
Chrift firengthening you, you can do all things: And you

- dhould attempt, in his ftrength, ‘to do what otherwife
you are atterly infufficient for, - ‘

Usk 3. Let all be exhorted to utmoft care and cau-
tion, that they be not deceived in this momentous af-
fair, and that they do not take up witha falie and couna
terfeit faith, which will iffue in a fatal and eternal dif-
appointment of all their expelationt. Multitudes have

been, and we may be deceived ; and it is impoffible to

imagine the coofufion that will cover us, if we are too

Jate convinced of our miltake, and afhamed of our

hope. S
See that you evidence to yourfelves the fincerity of

your faith, by aii carneft defire after Chrift for your
portion, and by the higheft eftcem for him. If you

have a true faith, you will have the Lord Jefus Chrift
repreflented to you as thechief of ten thoyfand, altcgether

lovely : and will certainly value him accordingly. Hence
it ufa“_iz unto]ou that b!ji{"-’vt C/"'t:/} iJPrC“iO".h 1 Pet‘ ij. 7. .
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Evidence the fincerity of your faith by an.univerfal
hatred of fin, and by an earneft conftant endeavor af-
ter the vi&ory aver all your lufts, without any referve.
We are told, that faith purifies the heart. Afts xv, g.
And -that whofocver is born of God doth not commit fin 3
far his _feed remaineth in him, and ke cannot fin, becanfe he
isborn of God. 1 Jobn iii. 9.

Evidence the truth of your faith by a life of univerfal
holinefs, by a careful conftant endeavor after conformity
tothe wholerevealed will of God, by purity of heart and
hands. Walk in all the ways of God and godlinefs, in
all the duties of religion, and in all the dutics of each
relation which God has placed you in ; and endeavor,
‘to apprave yourfelves to a pure and holy God, in the
difcharge of them 3ll. You may depend upon it, that
no other evidence of fincerity without this can fand
you in ftead. Refolve then as he; James ii. 18, 7 wild

- fhew my faith by my works. o ‘

Evidence the troth of your faith by having your af-
fettions weaned from the world, and by feeking the things
which are above, where Chrift Fefus [its at the right hand
of God, If you are true believers, you look not at the
things that are feen and temporal s but at thofe which gre
unfeen and eternal. - You are looking upon all the athairs
of time, but'as trifling and vain, compared to the cen-
cerns of a future and everlaﬁinf‘ world. For this is the
vi&ory that overcometh the world, even our faith, 1 .Lohnv
V. 4o Kaith worketh by love, not to the world, or the things
of it but to God, and the things of God, Love not the world
therefore, or the things of the world; for if ye love the
world, the love of the father is not in you.

. Finally—Evidence. the fincerity of your faith by an
habitual {ubje@ion of foul to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and
fervent applications unto him, to work in and for you
the good pleafure of his will. Commit the whole con-
cern of your falvation to him. I.ook to him in a way
of conflant earneft prayer and attive diligence, for all
fuppliesof grace. Whatever darknefs, whatever dead-
nefs, whatever afflitions or temptations you may meet

~
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with, il repair to him, that you may obtain mercy, and
Jind grace’to help in a time of need, that of his fullnefs you
may receive even grace for grace. You cahnot truft too
little to yourfelves, nor too much to him, in the way of
duty. Refolve therefore conftantly to come, empty and
felf-infufficient, to him, and open your mouth wide that he
may fill it, If you thus believe in him, you fhall never be
confounded, 1 conclude with thofe words of the apoftle,
1 John iii. ex—24. Beloved, if our hearts condemn us .
not, then have we ccnfidence towards God. And whatfoever
we afk, we receive of him, becaufe we keep his command-
ments, and do thofe things that are pleafing in his fight.
And this is his commandment, that we _fhould believe on the
name of his Son Jefus Chrifty aud love ome another, as he
gave commandment. And he that keepeth his command-
ments dwelleth in him, and he in them; and hereby we
know that be abideth in usy by the [pirit which he hath giva
e ws. .
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v RomaNs viii. g6.
= Whom he jufified, them he alfo glorified.

HIS brief claufe is the laft link of that goldem.

_chain, which extends from everlafting to everlaft.
ing, and connes a paft and future eternity. It takes
its rife in God’s forcknowledge and eternal purpofe of
grace to the ele&, and reaches through their vocation
and juftification on earth unto their eternal glorification
in heaven. * 1t fhews us the inviolable conneftion be-
tween the decree of God, and the progreffive exceution
of it, in our prefent preparation for, and tinal admit-

tance to everlafting glory, And asweare here afluied, .

that the counfel of the Lord fhall fland, firm as his own
being, and withourany variation or fhadow of turning,
fo we are equally affured, that where God’s eternal
counfel 1s manifelted in our effefial calling and jufti-
fication, by cdnfequence our eternal falvation is alfo

manifet and certain. The perfeverance of the faints’

throvgh faith unto falvation, is here founded upon the

fame immutable certainty with the purpofe and decree

of God. Asallwhom he did predefiinate {hall be certainly
called 5 not only by the outward invitations of the gofpel,
but by rhe inward powerful influences of the blefled Spi-
#it, whereby they fhall be brought to a hearty compliance:

v
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with gofpel offers ; fo they whom he thus calleth, he-
as certainly juftifieth, through Chrift’s righteoufnefs im-

uted to them, and received by faith: And being thus
juftificd, they fhall with the fame certainty be alfo glo-
rifi=d, '

But that I may fet the text in a2 more clear and dif-
tin& view, 1 fhall confider, -

Firft, What we are to underftand by our being jufti-
fied. o : :

_. Secondly, How it appears, that ell who are juflified,
fball be alfo glorified. :
- Finally; Make fome praical improvement,

I. 1 mhall premife fome hiats on the article of jufti-
fication, And I would here obferve, that having already
in a former difcourfe rarticulquy confidered both the
price and the means of our reconciliation to God and
acceptance with him, I am now only to fet in view the
nature of this precious benefir, as perfonally received ;
and it may be fummarily reprefented in the following
defcription, - : ,

Juflification is the gracious fentence.of God, whereby a
Sinner is on acccunt of Chrift’s fatifallion, at or upon his
believing, afually acquitted from guilt and condemnation,
accepted as righteous in the fight of Gody and thereby entitied
to eternal life.

T confider juftification as a gracious fentence of God ;
and fo the apoftle confiders it in the 33d verfe of our

* context, Wha fhall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect 2
It is God that juptifieth.  Jufltification is a forenfic term,
und fignifies the fentence of a judge whereby an accufed
_or condémned perf{oa is difcharged from the imputation
of guilt or the infli®ion of punifhment, and whereby he -
is pronounced juft, and accepted as fuch, Thus in the
‘prefent cafe, the perfon juftified has a gracious fentence
paffed upon hjm i a judiciary way, The great Law-
giver and Judge of the world pronounces his abfolution,
and acknowledges him to be in his favor and friendfhip,
aoqeptcd as righteous in the court of heaven. Sandifi-
cation and juftification are carefully to be diftinguifhcd,

i
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That isa qualitative—this a relative change. That isa
-change of our moral flate, nature and dilpofition, but
this a change of opr covenant flate, law condition and
charaler in reference to God: That is an incomplets
change, defeQive as to the decree at prefent, but this a
full and perfe& one: Thatis a change by the operation
of the holy fpirit within us, this by the declaration of
the Sovereign Judge without us, Juftification is allo
“to be diftinguithed from the approving fentence of our
own conicience. For confcience mifguided may ac-
quit, when God condemns. The man may vote him-
felf rich and ingreafed with goods, andin need of nothing,
whom yet this Suprome Judge pronaunces wretched and
miferable, and poor, and blind, and naked. So on the -
other hand, confcience may condemn when God acquits.
_ The man may walk in darknefs and fee no light, whom
yet this Supreme Judge invites to truft in the name of
the Lord, and to flay himfelf upon his God. The jultify-
ing fentence then is that of God, and not of confcience,
It is God that juftifieth : Herein following his own re-
vealed will, the external rule of juftification, and not
always accompanying it with the internal teftimony of
his {pirit ip our confcience. The divine featence may
be aftually pronounced, and yet not fenfibly perceived
by the foul, on which it is paffed. :

1 give the fubje& of this gracious benefit the denomi-
nation of a finner; becaufe I would keep it in mind,
that juftification is an a& of God’s free fovereign grace
towardslapfed, guilty, unworthy.creatures ; that not ac~
cording to works of righteoufnefs, which we have done, but
according to his mercy he faved us ; that although we are
jultified in the way of believiag, yet even our faith is
not {o much as in part our juflifying righteoufnefs ; that
although the fentence of juftitication does, in order of
nature, follow our union to Chrift by faith, yet it is an
inflantaneous benefit, and no interval of ‘time pafles be~ |
tween the one and the other.  When the {pirit of grace
comes to work in us faith, the means of our recciving
" Chrill’s righteoufnefs to juftify us, he finds us in ouz -

. Y3 N
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fins, dead in trefpaffes, as well as dead in law.—Hence
though in one place God is defcribed as the juflifier of
him which believeth in Fefus. Rom. iii. 26. yet in another
he is {poken of in that language, him that juflificth the un-
godly. Rom, iv. 5. Not that he leaves us ungodly, al-
though he finds us fo: For God purifies our hearts by
faith, at the {fame time that he juftifies us through faith.
And indeed faith is in its pature a (an&ifying principle 5
tt isitfelf a branch of the new creature, and is influen-
tial into progreflive fanification. - However, in the

" firft a& of faith we confider vurfelves as condemned fin-

ners, and flec for refuge, to lay hold upon the hope fet bes
Jore us 3 looking unto Fefus, we receive the atonement, for
our pardon and juftification ; whence it is called faith in
his blood, Rom #ii. 25, And then faith operates as a -
principle of fandtifieation, works by love, and excites a
care to purify cur fouls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit. But further, in a larger {enfe, even the renew-
ed believer may be called a finner; he is fo in the eye
of the law, as coming infinitely fhort of its juft demands.

.in his perfonal qualifications and performances § but alt

though in himfelf a {inner, yet at the inftant of conver-
fion being vitally united to €hrift and abfolved from the
eur{e and penalty of the law, thereis thenceforward no.
condemnation unto him. And then 1 charaterize hia
a finner, becaufe the very idea of pardon, and of the juf-
tification we are upon, {peaks the propriety of fo de~

" feribing him,  For although a believer may, in fome

fenfe, be faid to be juftified by works, as they are evi-

“dences for him, and plead in his vindication, againft tha

€harge of hypecrify, upon his trial a8 a gofpel profeffor 3
yet in the cafe ‘before us, as ftanding at the bar of the
Jaw, ke is not juftified by works, but by grace: Al-
though a criminakin the view of jullice, he has, by an
a8t of fovercign grace, his fins covered, and righteouf-
nels without works imputed to him. :
By our being juRtified on account of Chrift’s fatisface
tion, at or upon our believing, is to be underflood, that

We as¢ pardoned and accepted with God fhrough the:

. ti - O’
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righteoufne(s of Chrift imputed to us, and reckoned ours
in the conitruition of redeeming mercy, upon our re-
ceiving Chrift by faith, and not before. "Hence it is
faid in our ceatext—Whom he called them he alfo juftified,
and hence the righteoufne(s of God is faid te be revealed
Srom faith to faith. Rom.'i. 17.  Our firt aQual parti-
cipation in the righteou(nefs of Chrift, is upon the Spi-
1it’s frft working faith in us, and thereby uniting us to
Chrift in our cf&:&ml calling : the continued applica-
tion of it, and reniewed benetit by it,.is upon the conti-
nued exiftence and rencwed exercife of the fame faith.
And rthus the juf? fhall live by faith ; that is, they are in
a flate of life and peace with God, from their union to.
Chrift by faith. He that hath the Son hath life.—~T he juf-
tification of life commences with their being made par-
takers of Chrift; and Chrift dwells in their heart by
faith, It is through faith that they are iaterefted inthe
benefits of his redemption; and they are kept by the
powerof God through faith unto falvation. All pretences:
therefore to eternal juftificaiion are fuperceded, as une
feriptural and unreafonable. The believer’s juftification,
it is true, was determined in God’s cternal couafel, and
in the covenant of redemption; and fo likewife was
. his fanétification and his future glory. But will they pre=
tend, that we were fanfified or glorified from all eter~
nity ? Neither can they with any better fiew of reafon,
pretend to an eterual jultification. Fhete all ftand on
-the fame foot, as to thedecree of God, and.the premife-
in Corift; and may be fiid in their caufes to be eternal;,
thoughi neither of them [o in themfalves, but are events.
that fall within the compals of time, as to their altuak
accomplifhment.  Thatjuftification imports a real event
in time, coming to pafs at or upen believing, and not-
before, is evident from thofe fcriptures, which fpeak of
izas a future confzquence: By his knowledge suarL my-
wighteous fervant juflify many, By the obedienze of one-
SHALL many be made righteous, That righteoufnefs micut
BE nputed unto them alp.—All that hold maukind to be-
ehildrea of wra:h by n%ure_, do coafefs fuch animnputa

i
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tion of fin in time, as is utterly inconfiltent with juftia
fication from eternity. If the curfe of the law be a real
thing, and not imaginary, theo the juftitication that re-
verfes and removes it mult be what takes place in time,
and muft be acknowledged a tranfaétion in time as real
as the condemnation it ftands in oppofition tp. In fhort,
the ele& as well as others, before their vital union to
Chrift by faith, are in a ftate of aftual condemnation 3
and therefore, while fo, mofl certainly cannot be in a
flate of adtual juftification. It is without any diftince
tion of perfons always true, that he who believeth not, is
condemned already ; becaufe he hath not believed in the name
of the only begotten Son of God. John iii. 18. But in be-
lieving the foul paffes from death to life, by virtue of 3
perfcé% righteoufnefs revealed and applied to him,
which he actually had not before his believing, 2an
believeth unto righteoufnefs, Rom. x. 10, unto the cbrain-
ing and poflefling of it.  Faith is the means of receiving
the gift of rightcoufnefs. No unbeliever is in the poffefs
~ fion and enjoymeant of it. A man is perfonally juftified -
no otherwife than by Chrift and his righteoufnefs ap.
lied, ~ .

P Our juftification is confidered asan acquittance from-
uilt and condempation. Not that the juftified perfon
1s free from remaining {in and imperfeQion, For, in
many things we all offend. And if we fay that we have ne
[fin, we deceive ourfelves, and the truth is not in us. But
though tbe believer has contraled guilt-enough, to fe-
- parate him from the favor of God for ever, yvet the atone-
ment that Chrift has made for him, is a fufficient f{atis-
faétion to the demands of juftice. Though in his high-
eft attainments he is chargeabic with renewed and re-
peated offences againft God, ke will yet be faved to the
© uttermofly fecing Chrill ever lives to mahe intcrceffion for
him. This therefore is his comfertable and happy ftate,
being jufiified by faith, he hath prace with God.. Rom. v. 1. .
- Chrift’s righteoufuefs being imputed to the believer, .
hence his fius, how great and aggravated foever, will no
more be imputed to hiin uatogondemnation, Juttige:




Tne SAINT’s PERSEVERANCE. 189

is fatisfied, and the law fulfilled by the Redeemer, The
believer’s guilt is therefore finally taken away, and he
freed from all obligation to. punifhment for ever.
Nor is it a mere conditional abfolution, but an a&tual
difcharge; putting him not merely into a ftate of falva-

-bility, but of prefent and everlafting fafety. This isthe

cafe of them, whofe iniquities are forgiven, and whofe fins
are covered; unto whom the Lord wiLL NOT impute fin.
Rom. iv. 7, 8. .

Our juhification does likewife imply an acceptance
of our perfons, as pefeftly righteous-in the fight of God. -
~—Though God knows, that numberlefs {pots and blem-
ifhes cleave to the brighteft performances, that the beft
of the children of men are capable of in this life, and
that their very tears want wathing in the blood of Chrilt
yet the believer’s faith interefts hirg in all that Chritt
has done and fuffered for him 3 and clothes him in that
white raiment, which covers all his fins, that the fhame
of his nakednefs do not appear. His inherent perfonal
righteousnefs is full of flaws and imperfe&ions, but bis

furety’s righteou(nefs, which he hath received by faith,

is ablolutely perfet and complete. This being imputed
to bim, he is accepted of by God on this account; and
in this his jultifying righteoufnefs, the pure eyes of
divine juflice can fee mo defe&.—For Chrift is the end
of the law for righteoufnefs, to every one believed, Rom, x. 4.
Hence fuch are faid to be made accepted in the beloved.
Eph. i.6. .
Pjuﬁiﬁcation muft be alfo confidered as including a ti--
tle to everlafting life, a full right to the whole of falva-
tion with eternal glory. Being now juftified by his blood,
much more fhall we be faved from wrath through him. Rom,
v.9. Andverfe 21. That as fin hath reigned unto death,
even fo might grace reign through righteoufnefs unto eternal
life, by Fefus Chrift our Lord. This is moit ugdoubted,
that thefe muft cither be heirs of etermal life, or heirs
of eternal deftru@ion. Baut how can the latter be fup- -
pofed of thofe who are interefted in Chrift, reconsiled
ta God and favorites of heaven? Can it bs fuppofed,
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that thofe whom Chrift has. purchafed with his bloed,
thofe to whom he has applied the merits of his crofs and

- benefirs of his redemption, fhall fall fhort of the pur-

.

chafed poflefion ? Are they drawn to Chrift by the
powerful influences of the divine grace? Are they
united to him by a lively faith ? Are they accepted of
God as his chjldren and friends ? Arethey dear tohim 3
and does he tender.them as the apple cfhis eye & Are they

yenewed in the fpirit of their minds 3 and made meet for

the inheritance of the faints in light £ Aund fhall any fuch,
after all, pend a dreadful eternity in amazing anguifh °
and horror, among devils and damned fpirits? How
monftroufly inconfiftent is the fuppofition, and contra-
diftory to the whole tenor of the gofpel ? John v. 24.
Verily, verily, I fay untoyou, he that heareth my werd, and
believeth on him that _fent me, hath everlafling life, and fhalt
not come into condemmnation, but is paffed from death unte
Ffe. - Joftification is a final and perfe@ abfolution from

- fin and the curfe, and invefts us with an a&tual and com.

plete right to pofitive happinels fer ever. Hence the
pardoned man is pronounced the bleffed man. Rom.

‘iv, 6. Ewen as David alfo defcribeth the bleffednefs of

the man unto whom God imputed righteoufnefs without
works. W hofo is wife, will obferve aird uncerftandthefe
things. - '

N%)w if any {hould furmife and obje€t that true be-
lievers may falt away from grace, diffolve their uniod
to Chrrift, fofe their near relationto God, and provoke
him to caft them off for their apoftacy ; our text affuces
us of the contrary. For whom he juflified, them he alfs
glorifed. This brings me to the other thing propofed to

- confideration,

" 11. How it appears, that all who are juflified, fhall be
glorified. : : )
And here Jet it be remarked, :
- 1. This appedrs from the immutability of God’s e-
ternal counfel. We read, The foundation of God fland-
eth fure, having this feal—the Lord knoweth them th,at‘a.re
hit, 2 Tim. s 19, - Af God has chalen them to eternat
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Yife, his counfel fhall fland, and he will do all kis pleafure,
If he has not chefen them to eternal life, how came they
by the qualifications for it ? Are not thefe the fruits
and confequences of elefting love P Whom he did prede/-
tinate, them he alfo called, and whom he called, them he alfo
Juflified. He hath chofen us in Chrifi, that we fhould be ho-
ly. He hath ckofen us to_falvation, through /jandification
of the fpirit, and belief of the truth. Now if he has pre-

determined thefe qualifications as the means of falvation, .

if he bas conne&ted the means and the end together.in
his eternal purpofe, as the fcripture affures us that he

“has, it then follows, that all thofe whem he has juftified,

them hewill alfo glorify ; there muft otherwife be a ¢hange
of purpofe in God, which were blafphemy to {uppofe.,
1f any man apoflatize and fall out of ajuftified ftate, it
muft be either becaufe fome do in time come to Chrift,
whom the Father had not given him in his eternal
counfel; or becaufe he hath eternally gived fome to
Chrift, and determined that they fhould come ta him,
who fhall neverthelefs be left to fall away and finally
mifcarry. | . : ' '

Not the Tormer: For all that the Father hath given un-
40 Chrift, fhall come to him, and none but they. -John vi,
37. The eledion abtain this grace and the reft are blinded.
Rom. xi. 7. How canany man come unto the Sen, un-
lefs it be given him ofthe Father ? And how can thisbe
given him in time, if God did net eternally determine
to give it him, without a change of purpofe and coun<
felinGed? - . .

" Not the latter : For kim that cometh unte Chrifl, he will

#nno wife caft out. John vi.37. Hethat believethin him
Jhall not perifh, but have everlafling life, John iii.16. This
is the Father’s will, that of all which he hath given to Chrift,
ke fhould lofe nothing ; but fhould raife it up again at the
daft day,  John vi. 39, L

Let us-confider this argument in one view, and fee
whether it can admit of an an{wer, withonta flat con-
tradiion’both to the fcriptures, and to the nature of
things. If noman can come to Chrift, unlefs he were giv-

\



/

r ) -
192 TRe CERTAINTY or

en to him in God’s eternal counfel ; if all that were giva
en to Chriftin God’s eternal counfel fhall come to him 5
if none that do come fhall be caft qut or loft, but ail be
raifed up to falvation at the laft day, then furely allthat,
are juflified, fhall be glorified, which was the thing to
be proved. = R S
Imight add to this, that we are exhorted, 2 Peter i.
" I0. to make our eletion fure; which mult intend, that
‘we make it fure to ourlelves, or make ourfelves fure of
it : for as to the decree of God, or the final event, thefe
are in themfelves as fure already as they can be made.
We can contribute nothing to the immutability of the
divine counfel, or certainty of the future iffue. This
exhortation does therefore fuppofe, thatan inward con-
fcioufnefs and affurance of our eleétion is attainable in
this lifes it would otherwife be unreafopable and im<
pertinent to prefs it upon us. ~ And if there be 2 cer-
tainty of our ele&ion attainable, it muft neceflarily fol-
low, that all'true be}ievers fhall cert’aidl{ erfevere to
theend. For howcan I be g:ure of my e egion by'any
offible qualification, if my falvation be net with the
ame certainty conne@ed to fuch 'qualification, as itisto
the eternal decige of God2—~1 may be fure, that [ am
riow interefted in Chrift by a lively faith; but'] cannet
be fure, that 1 am chofen to eternal falvation, of fhall e-
ver obtain it, but from a certainty of my perfeverance
in my prefent ftate of fafety, This a%umcnt may be
thus fummed-up ¢ all that are clefted fhall certainly be
{aved; and all that have a true faith in Jefus Chrift aré -
certainly elefted ; fot by this only we can make our elec-
tion fure. From, hence the conclufion is neceflary, that
all who have a true faith in Jefus Chrift, fhall be Aepe-
&y the power of Godto falvation. Orin other words, that
“the faints fhall perfevere in grace, and alf whom God hath
Jnftified, he will alfo finally glorify. R
2. This appears dlfo-from the fufficiency of Chrift’s
‘Redemption, for 'the recovery ‘and happinefs of all to
whom it isapplied. © ’ T . )
Qur blefled-Redsemer ‘has not only procured for bee
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lisvers the pardon of their fins, and a reconciliation un-
to God; but he has alfo purchafed for thein a tide to
God’s favor here, and to eternal happinefs hereafter,
Whence heaven is called the believer’s énkeritance, and
his purchafed poffeffion. Eph. i. 14 —Now if Chrilt has
porchafed this inheritance for the believer, and made o-
wer the title to him in his juftification, who fhall deprive
- bim of his own cftate, procured for him at fuch an in-
finite price ? :
©  Can it confift with the juftice of God, to accept of a
vicarious fatisfaltion for all our fins, andin cogfequence
of that to'give us a difcharge from fin and guilt in our
juftification ; and yet to require perfonal fatisfaction from
us, in our everlafting punithment ? Will he accept of
the full price of our eternal inheritance from our fure-
ty, and yet refule us the pofleflions Will he give us &
right to cternal life upon Chrift’s dccount, and yet fi.
nally exclude us from it ? Our Lord aflures us, it can~
not be. My fheep hear my weice 3 ard [ give unto theme-
sernal lifes and they fhall never perifh, neither fhall any
plisck them out of my hand.  John x. 27, 28, - '
Can. it confift with the goodnefs of Gad, to beftow an
intereft in Chrift upon the believer, and’yet to withnold
from him the glorious bencfits of bis redemp:ion? Tha
apoftle affures us, it cannot'be. He that [pared not his
own Som ; but freely delivered him up for us all, how fhall
he not with him alfo freely give us all things ? Rom. vii, 33, -
It thould be here remembered, that our Loid Jelua
Chrift has purchafed the means, as well as the end, for
all that believe in him: not only eternal life, but alfa
continued fupplies of renewing grace, whereby they
thall be made meet forit, This is certainly purchaied
for fome believers. Whence do they elle obtain perfe-
vering grace, if not from this fountain ? And if for
fo:ne believers; why not for alt? Unlefs'the faith of fome
- gives tbem but a partial intereft in Chrift’s redemption,
%ﬁ cannat be doubted, but that fome believers do in faét
perfevere, through grace and ftrength received from
the Lord Jefus Chﬁi. :Nor caa it be doubted but that
R
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Chirift bas purchafed that grace and firength for them,
which he beftows upon them. Now every juftified
perion is either interefted in all the redemption purchaf-
€d by Chriit, or only in partofit. If any are interef-
ed but in part of it, they are but partly juftified, which
is too great an ablurdity to be fuppofed. If they are
interefied in all the redemption of Chrift, upon their
believing in him, they partake of all the fpiritual blefi
“ings, that any others are entitled to, and confequently
perfevere to eternal falvation. .

And thus the cale is accerdingly reprefented in the

N fcriptures. Eph. v. 2§, 26, 27. Chrift alfo loved the

ghurchy and gave himfelf for it, that he might fanéify and
cleanfe- ity that he might prefent it to himfelf a glorious
church, not having [bot or wrinkle or any fuch. thing, but
that it fhould be holy and without blemifh. Tit. ii. 14. Who
gave himfelf for us, that he might redeemn us from all ini-
quity, & purify to himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good
works.—Heb. X, 14. For by one offering he hath perfe&ed
Jor ever them that are fanéified. By which texts and

-. many others that-might be cited, it 4ppears, that Chrift

has purchafed fanétifying and perfevering grace for be-
lievers. From‘whence they may confidently draw this
comfortable conclufien, that they are begotten again toa
lively haope, by the refurredtion of Fefus Chrift from the dead,
20 an inherttance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fad+

 eth not away, referved in heaven for them ; who are kept by

the power of God through faith unto falvation. 1 Pet. i. g,

4 5 - .
3. This is likewife evident from the tenor of the gof-
pel-covenant, ' ‘
As the Lord Jefus Chrift kes purchafed a perfevering
grace for believers, fo God hath, in a way of covenant,
obliged himfelf ta beftow it upen all fuch. 2 $am. xxiii,

i &e Although my heufe be not. fo with God, yet ke hath made

with me _an everlafling covenant, ordered in all things and

 fure. Ma.lv. 3. Twill make an everlafiing covenant with’

you, cven the fure mercies of David.  1(a, 1xi. 8. I will di-
redt their work in truth 3 and.Iwil] make ar everlafling co-
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_ wenant with them. Jer. xxxi. 40, And I will make an ever-
lafiing cavenant with them, that I will not turn away from
them, to do them good; but I will put my fear into their
hearts, they fhall not depart from me. Ezek. xxxvii. 25,
27. Moreorer, I will make a covenant of peace with thenr,
it fhall be an everlafling covenant—Yea, I will be their God ;
and they fhall be my pecple. Heb. viii. s0. For this is the
covenant that 1 will make with the Houfe of Ifrael, dfter
thofe days, faith the Lord, I will put my laws into their minds,
and write them in their hearts ; and I will be unto tiem a

- God, and they fhall be to me a people. By thefe cited
fcriptures, we fee the tenor of the covenant of grace.

1t is a covenant everlafiing and fure; a covenant, that Ae -
will not turn away frem them todo them good, that he will -

put his fear in their hearts, that he will put his laws in
thesr minds, and write themn in their hearts ; and what ig
full to the purpofe, a covenant, that they fhall not depart
_ Jfrom him. ) :

And agreeable to the tenor of this covenant, we have .

- repeated affurances in feripture, that believers a&ually
fhall be preferved through all difficulties, dangers, and
temptations, to the heavenly kingdom. Thus, Pfal,
xxxvii. 28, For the Lord loveth judgment, and forfaketh
not his faints; they are preferved for cver. John iv. 14,
Whofoever drinketh of the water that I fhall give him, fhall
never thirft s but the water that I fhall give him, fhall be in

" himawell of water, fpringing up into everlafling life. Mat.

xviii. 14.” Even fo it is not the will of your Father which is
in heaven, that ome of thefe little ones fhould perifh, Rom.
viii. 35, 38, 39. Who Jhall [eparate us. from the love of
. Chrift? fhall tribulation, or difirefs, or perfecution, or fa=
mute, or nakednefs, or perily or fword? I am perfuaded,
that meither death, nor lifes nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things prefent, nor things to come, nar
height, nor depth, nov ary other creature fhall ve able to fe-
parate us from the love of God, which is in Chrift Fefus our
Lord. Rom. xi. 29. For the gifts and calling of God are
“without repentance, 1 Cor. i. 8, 9. Whd fhall confirm you
1o the endy that ye may be blamelefs in the day of the Lord
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Fefus Chrifl. God is faithful; by whom ye were called unte
the fellowfhip of his Sen Fefus Chrift our Lord. 2 Thefl, iii.
3. But the Lord is faithful, who fhall fiablifh you, and keep
you from evil. 2z John 2. For the truth’s fake, which
dwetleth in us, and fhall be with us for ever. From thefe,

_ 2nd multitudes of fuch like fcriptures, it is moft appa-

rent, that God has by covenant, by his immutable pro-
inife, and the graciaus encouragements of his word, fe-

" cured the confirmation, eflablifhment, and final perfe-

verance of true believers. '

And is he not faithful that has promifed ? Will he not
guide them by his counfel, and afterward bring them to glo-
vy ?' Will ke net flvengthen them ? Will he not help them 2
Yea, he will uphold them by the right hand of his righteoufs
nefi.  Believers may certainly and fafely depend npon _
the faithfulne(s of God ; for his promifes are all yea, and
all amen in Chrift. Fhey may depend upon it, that theix
whole [pirit, and feul, and body, fhall be preferved blamelefs,
until the.coming of our Lord fefus Chrifi ; for faithful is he
that calleth them, who alfo will do it. 1 Thefl, v, 23, 24.
Verily if his covenant be not with day and night, if be .
hath not appointed the ordinances of heaven, then will
he alter the word that is gone out of his mouth, and -
fuffer his faithfulnefs to fail, in regard to the covenant
of grace and promiie of eternal falvation to believers,

4. The perfeverance of the faints is likewifc evident
and certain from the interceffion of Chrift,

* 'We are told, Heb. vii. 25. that Chrift is able to [ave te.
the nttermoft, all them that come to Ged by him, fecing he
ever liveth to make interceffion for them. And, 1 John iii, -
1. If any man fin, we have an advocate with the Father, Je-
fus Chiift the righteous. And may we not from this com-
furting confideration, make the fame challenge as the
apoflle does ? Rom. viii. 34. Who is he that condemneth ?
It is Chrift that died s yea, xather that is rifen again, who ii
even at the right hand of God, who alfe maketh interceffion
Jor us. :
By the intercefion of Chrift for believers, 1 think, is

waitedly. and univerflly underBogd, his pleading the.
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merits of his bloed, and applying the benefits of his re-
demption, for the increafing or renewing their graces,
for the rencwing their pardon and juftification, and for
their final confirmation and eftablithmenr, It is his ap-
pearing in the prefence of God for them, his pleading ther
caufes of their fouls in the court of heaven, reprefent-
ing their perfons before the Supreme Judge and Govern-
or of the world, making reconciliation for their fins by
a new application of his facrifice, and perfuming their
perfons and fervices by the incenfe of his merits. It is
his praying the Father, and thereby, procuring for them,
that they receive of his fulnefs, even grace for
grace, and be carried from ftrengrh to ftrength, through
“all the oppofition they meet with from their own hearts,
from Satan, or from the world, until they are prelented
without f{pot, faultlefs and unrebukable, before the
throne of their Judge, with exceeding joy.- .

Now this interceffion of Chrift, is either promifed to
every juflified perfon, as fuch, or but to fome true be-
lievers, in diftin&ion from others, If the latter, then
fome juftified perfons muft have qualifications of their
own to recemmend them to the interceflion of Chrift,
which others want. There muft be fomething that dif-
tinguifhes their cafes and makes this infinite difference
between them and others. An intereft in the benefits
of Chrift’s redemption it cannot be, for thefe every
juftified perfon equally partake of. It mutt therefore be
fomething of their own; and confequently they mult
- be partners with Chrift in the merit of their falvation 3
and they muft have fomething to boaft of, which others.
have not. But this is oppofite to the whole {cheme of
our falvation by Chrift; and therefore abfurd. If on
the contrary, the interceflion of Chrift is promifed ro-
every juitied perfon, then every one that is juftified,
Shall be alfo glorified ; for Chrift’s interéeflion is always:
effeétual, If we are interefted in Chrift by faith, we
are interefted in a whole Chrift, and all hid benetits.
If we are intercfted in all the benetits of Chrift’s re-
demption, we are intercﬂid in his interceflion, which.

S 2 ]
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is one of them 3 aod if fo, we may fafely conclude, that
he will fave to the ustermiefly feeing he ewer lives to make in-
terceffion for us. ' ’
g+ This is'alfo evident from the ftate of peace and
fafety, which the fcriptures every where declare believe
ersto be in. ’ '
 Thus we read, Therefore being juflificd by faithy ue
Aave peace with Ged through our Loréd Fefus Chrift. By
whom alfo we have accefs into this grace, wherein we fland 3
and rejoice into this grace, whereiu we fland ; and rejuice in
hope of the glory of God. For &f iwhen we were entries; we
were reconciled to God by the death of hes Somy muck more
being reconciled, we fhall be faved by his life. - And not on-

“lyfos but we joy in God through our Lord Fefus Chrift.by

whom we have recerved the atonement., Rom. v. 1, 2, 10,

- 11, Now the God of peace fill you with all joy and peace in

believing. Rom. xv. 13, Our confolation alfo aboundeth
by Fefus Chrift. 2 Cor.i. 5. And the peace of God which
paffeth all underflanding, fhall keep your hearts and minds,
thyough Chrift Yefus. Phil. iv. 7. e '

Now let it be confidered : What joy and peace caa
the believer poffibly obtain, or entertain, from the clear-
eft evidences of his joftification, if he bas no promife to
reft upon, that he fhall continue in his prefent happy
ftate; and has confequently before him a dark and dif-
trefling pmflpeé‘t of final apoftacy, and cternal perdi-
tion, as poflible to happen to him, and as certain in
cafe a merciful God do not uphold hime by his free fpirit
~1f it be anfwered, that he may find peace and com-
fort from the fupperting hope, that in a way of diligent

* duty he fhall from time to time obtain new fupplics of

grace; and be finally eftablifhed in the pofieflion of
his inheritance: I waquld enquire, what foundation he.
has for fuch a fupporting hope, as will afford him joy
and peace in believing 2~ -

Can he found it upon his own good frames and pre-
fent purpafes or refolutions? . This were to fet his foot
upon a quickfand. - He that trufleth in his own heart is a
Jaed—Alas | he knows by experience, that his Acart is
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deceitful above all things, and defperately wicked. He
kaovvs that he has an alluring world, a tempting devil,.
and the contagious examples and iaticements of wicked.
men to deal with 3 & if that be all hisencouragement, the
ability is every way againft him, there is a muen great«
er profpet of his final apoftacy than of his perfeverance ;
this therefore can afford him no peace. He cannot re«
joice in this gloomy amd difmaying view of his cafe.
.’\thre then can he found his hope? o
Can he found it upon the grace of God:as being fuf-
ficient for him ? This would indeed afford him peace-
and comifort, if he had any promife to build upon. But,
alas! according to the opinion I am oppofing, his pre-
fent faith gives him no {ecurity of future grace. ;
has not promifed, and thercfore the believer cannot con-
clude, that he fhall not yet be left to a hard heart and a
reprobate mind, to final fecurity and impenitence. All
his expeflations of future fupplies of grace may, for
ought he knows, be vain prefumption. And what joy
or confolation can flow from thence? What peace can
he find in believing, when he has no encouragement,
but what belongs to the unbeliever, as much as to him?
Perhaps it will be pretended, that-this hope, from
which he fhould derive hizs comfort, may be founded .
upon his fincere endeavars to live to God, to exercife
the graces, and to difcharge the duties of the chriftian.
life,  But 1 muft yet inquire, what he has to depend
upon for maintaining the exercife of this pretended fin-
cerity ? He may imagine himfelf fincere to-day, and
yet under the prevalence of temptations or corruptions,
prove & hypoerite to-morrow ; and in that cale what
would become of his hope and peace P Or what would
become of them forever, if he fhould die in {uch a ftate?
Should it be even fuppofed, that the common grace,
which is generally communicated to fuch as live under

" gofpel-light dnd advantages, were fufficient to fupport

this bope, yet this conceilion would nothing affect the
prefent argument. For how does that hope flow from
faith in Chrift, whichis common to the unbelicver .
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How is that peace the confequence of our juftificationy,
which is common to the Chriftlefs finner, as well as to
them that are in Chrift? .

In fine how can the believer bave the feace of God whick
paffeth all underflanding, to keep his mind and heart, with-
out a well grounded hope of cternal falvation ? How
can he have fuch a hope, without any fecurity of his
continuance in a flate of fafety, either from his own
_ qualifications or froma divine promife? Indeed how

can he Yoﬂibly have any fuch fecurity, while a&ually
always

iable to a final apoftacy P—It therefore appears
to me, that by this opinion, the believer muft be left
comfortlefs, and the fcriptures I have cited, with a
great many others of the kind, muft be wholly unintel-
ligible. But bleffed be God, there be many, who from
happy experience ean fet to their Jeal that God is true,
from a lively hope, & hope that maketh not afhameds be- -
caufe the love of God is fhed abroad in their heartsy by the
hely gheft which is given unte them. .
t may be objected againft the doQ@rine of perfever-
-ance, That it is contrary to fa and experience. . No-
sh, David, Solomon, and Peter did fall from grace,
And that we find by our-own obfervation, fome of the
moft flourifhing profeffors, who for atime appeared ve--
ry eminent Chrixians, have finally apoftatized,

In anfwer to this, it muft be remembered, that isnot
the prefent enquiry, what kind or degree of declention
from a life of vital piety, is confiftent with a ]iuﬁiﬁed
flate ; but whether any juftified perfon will finally apof-
tatize. Let it, therefore be confidered, whether any

. of the inflances mentioned in the objeftion oran ether
that can be mentioned, will peceffarily produce this
conclufion, That a man may fall finslly away froma
true lively faithin Jefus Chrift, and from a ftate of favor

“with God, and fo perith eternally. This muft be provedy
or the objeQion is nothing to the purpofe—But I think
there is no inftance in the Bible will {upport that con-
clufion.  The inftances commonly breught by our ad-
verfaries, arc the falls of fuch belicvers, who are ooW
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lorificd faints in heaven ; and they are therefore exceed-
ingly impertinent to the prefeat purpofe. How does
it appear, that true believers may finally apofiatize, be-
caufe, fome true believers have fallen into fin, who did.
not finally apoftatize ? That the righteous may fall feven
times, and rife again, is what I mike no doubt of. But
that the true believer may finally mifcarry, is what I
could pever fee proved from any inflance on fcripture
record. :
And as for the plea from our own obfervation, it
proves nothin% but the fhortnefs of our fight, and our
incapacity to fearch mens hearts. Among the apofties
there was a Judas, who, though a devil, was not difcern~
ed by his fellow difciplestill bis opea treafon proclaim-
ed his hypocrify.—And there will always be fuolifh
virgins, among the wife; who will never be diftinguifth-
ed by their companions, *ill that midnight cry is heard
. ==Behold, the bridegroom com¢th. =
It may be likewife objeited againft this do&rine of
perfeverance, That it is contrary to fcriptures that
there are many texts of fcriptuce, which fpeak of
the righteous turning away from their righteoufnefs, and .
their finally falling from emijnent attzinments in. reli
ion; :
2 In anfwer to this, my defigned brevity will not als
low a diftin&@ confideration o% the feveral texts quoted
“by our adverfaries to this purpefe. 1 fhall only in gea-
eral obferve, that I know of no text in the Bible, which
{uppofes a total and final apoftacy from a faving faith
‘in Chrift, or from a joftified ftate. ] '
That men may fall from great attainments in morak .
righteoufnefs is frequently fuppofed, ard that fuch might;
have apoftatized from the . profeflion of Chriftianity,
who had obtained the miraculous gifts of the Holy
Ghoft, feems to be infinuated, Heb, vi. 4, 6. Butas in
this text there is no meation made of repentance to=
wards God, or of a faving faith in the Lord Jefus Chrifts,
fo, I think, upon trial it will be found, there is no text
in the Bible that gives the leaft hintof any man’s totaln,
ly and finally falling away from fuch attainments.
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1 have already thewn, thatthe contrary is afferted in
the plaipeft and ftrongeft terms, not merely in fome
few and doubtful, but in multitudes of clear, plain and
exprefs texes of fcripture, And as for any other paf-
fages of a more dubious afped, they ought to be fo in-
terpreted, as that one place of fcripture fhould -not be.
made to melitate againft another. - And in this cafe, the
appeal may be made even to our adverfaries themfelves,
whether the advantage is not every way on our fide of
- thequeftion. ’ L :

_Could they prove, that Chriftians may finally apofta-

tize from every attainment fhort of jultifying faith, it
doth nothing effe€t the cafe before us. Could they prove,
that perfons of diftinguithing eminence in morality, as
touching the righteoufnefs which is in the law, blamelefs ;
that fuch who boldly profefs the truths of the gofpel, -
& confcientioudly attend all the external ordinances of the
Chriftian difpenfation ; that fuch who have found great.
comfort and joy in their Chriftian profeflion, and have
been zealous in the caufe of religion ; that fuch who
could give all their goods to feed the poor, and could
even have given their bodies to be burned, from théir
firm belief of the favor of God to them ; and that fnch
who with Balaam, Judas, and perhaps Demas, had the
prophetic and miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghofts
‘that perfons of this charafter may totally apoftatize to a
life of wickednefs, herefy, and even atheifm, it would
make nothing againt the perfeverance of found believ-

- ersy for all thefe attainments may be fuppofed withe .
out the leaft degree of true jultifying faith, And more
than this amounts to, I do not find fo much asettempted
by our adverfaries., . ' :

If any fhould urge in this cafe the apoflle’s care, leff
when he had preached to others, he himfelf fhould be a caft=
away ; 1anfwer, no more can be fairly argued from it,

" than that they who aually perfevere to eternal life,
do obtain the end of their faith, the falvation of their

fouls, in the way of watchfulnefs and holy diligence.

- Jv-does not prove, that the apoftle was anxionfly afraid
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he fhould eventually be-caft away 3 but that he knew he,
as well as others, muft ufe the appdinted means to pre-
vent it, among which a fear of caution and circum-
{pe&ion is one, and of the firlt importance. Nor does
it prove, that any truebeliever is liable to finally mifcar-
ry; but that they who do obtain eternal life, muft and
fhall perfevere in the way and means, by which alone
it is to be obtained and hoped for. And this is thecha-
- rater of every true believer that he doth perfevere to
-eternal life, in the way of holy vigilance, keeping his bo-
&y in fubjetion, left he fhould be a caft-away. '
But farther, it is obje@ed againft this do&rine, That
it opens a door to licentioufnefs.  For fay they, if once per-
fons can imagine themfelvesin a juftified ftate, they may
- give the reins to their lufts, and a loofe to their fenfual
_appetites, and yet notwithftanding entertain hopes of
+ falvation.
‘T anfwer, the obje&ion is founded upon an ignorance

-of the nature and propertics of a true jultifying faith.

A true faith purifies the heart, works by love, and overcomes
the world, Noman, therefore, can, upon good grounds,
take the comforts of a jultified flate, but from a confci-
oufoefs of thefe fruits of faith, the purity of his heart,
and fan@&ity of his life.  So that this do&trine, whatever
.abufive application may be made of ity has no dire@
tendency to licentioufnefs, But it is fo far from this,
that nothing is, or can be, fuch a conftant fource of real
vigorous Chriftianity and vital piety, as the manifefta-
tions of the love of God to our fouls, and the evidences
of his favor. And it may be certainly determined, that
fuch perfons cannot be in a juftified ftate upon whom
the imaginary evidences of God’s favor have a contrary
effedt,

All that now remains, is to make fome brief Improve-
ment of what has been faid. Y

Use, 1. This teaches us, that we have no grounded hope
of eternal falvation, but what flows from the evidencies of
our juftification, Multitodes indeed prefume upen ac-
ceptance with Chrifk at his coming that have no fuch
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foundation to build upon. Bir, alas! thefe are like to
meet with a dreadful difappointment, whea it comes to
the trial, :
" Do they hope, that they-may poflibly be in God’s fa-
vor though they want the evidences of it? Alas! what
can this mean, but that they hope, though they do not
know why ; ‘and that they hope, when they have no
reafon to conclude, that they fhall not be eternally wi-
ferable? o .

Do they hope, from defigns snd expedtations of future
repentance and faith in Chrift? At this rate, why may
not every impenitent finner in the world entertain the
{ame hope upon the fame grounds ? -But what reafon
can any man bhave to expeét an intereft in Chrift here-
after, that neple@s him now P Such cannot expe& it
from a profpect of better difpofitions in themielves.
- Fora continuance in a Chriftlefs ftate will make their
. ‘hearts worfe, certainly not better ; it will harden rather
-than foften them. They canmot expedt it from the

of Gods for he has no where fufpanded the of-
fer of his grace to them, upon condition of their future
acceptance of it. ‘Surely the neglecting, sbufing and
affrodting his grace is not the way. to obtain it, A

Do they entertain hope from the infinite mercy and
-geodnefs of God? But they ought to remember, that he
s jult as well as merciful, and that it belongs to his
name, that he will by no meeans clear the guilty.

- Do they hope inthe merits of the Redeemer P Thefe

-are a fufficient foundation of hope, if they have an in-
tereft in them, but not elfe; their hopes therefore can.
ot jultly be more than proportionable to their-evidences
of this—all further hope is pre{fumption—eall further
expeQations of happinefs, arelike to end in amazement
and confufion at laft, ' ) : '

With what compaflion fhould we, therefore, look
upon a poor ‘ftupid prefumptuous generation of -men,
who are crying peace and fafety to themfelves, while
walking in the imaginations of their own-hearts, and quict-
ing their confciences with hopes of heaven, withont
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texperience of a work of grace in their-fouls. Alas, how .
‘waft is the number of fuch felf-deceiving hypocrites!
‘FHlow great a part of our people, every where, are thus
‘weaving the fpider’s web, and are like to perith with a
Jie tn their right hand! How very few, that have a rati-
_onal well-grounded hope of appearing at the right hand
-of Chrift, when he comes! And-where will all the reft
mppear at'the great and serrible day of the Lord lex
. How much does it therefore concern us to fée it, that
wwe are emptied of our felf-fufficiency, and brought to
the foot of Gud’s fovereign grace ; that we have chofen
“the*Lord Jefus Chrift for our portivn, received him up-
ron his own terms, and do depend upon him only, as the
author_of our cternal falvation ; that our faith'in him
is accompanied ‘with the concomitant graces and fruits
, of the biéfled Spirit in our hatred of every finful Wayy, |
in our love to God and Chrift, and our love to men, ef=
'Eeci_ally the -children of ‘God; that we fhew our faith
.by our works, by living to'God, in an habitu4l courfe
of fpiritual thoughts, tempers and behaviors, How
- much does it toncern us, not.to entertain hopes of fal-
‘vation, bat upon thefe or {uch like evidences of our juf-
tification ! A hope thus founded will ftand u3 in tead—
_A hope built upon any -other foundation will end in
. aftonifhing difappointment and confufion.
Use 2. This adminiftérs folid, fubfiantial comfort to the
~ true believer, notwitflanding all the darkisfi, defertions,
troubles and temptations he-may meet with in his mivctant
flate.—Though there be no encouragement to anv, to
be-carelefs and fecure, (this, as I obferved, would be
an evidence againft their fincerity and hope) there'is
" neverthelefs glorious encouragement to the mourners
in Zion. Bleffed are they that mourn 3 for they fhall be
comforted. ’ ‘ B
*Such chriftians as have had {pecial manifeftations of
- the love of Gud to their fouls, are liable tq peculiar
~ darknefs and diftrefs, wheq they heve loft thofc fenfible
. views of ‘God’s gracious prelence, The time was when
" they could clearly difcover fore lively exercife ef the
" graces of the holy Spirit;’ but now their fouls are co-
vered with darkngfs and deadoefs. They cannot find
) . s N ;

-
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thofe vigorous alings of faith and. love,: which herett
fore have wzrmed and comforted thicir hearts, The fa~
cred flame now feems almoft extinguifhed. The time
‘was when they were greatly refrefhed by their inter-
courfe with heaven, in the duties of religious worfhip.
*I'ben théy could fay, Truly our fellowfhip is with the Fa-
ther, and with his Sonm Fefus Chrift 3 but now their beloved
 has withdrawn himfelf, and is gone ; their fouls cleave to
the duft, and they cannot quicken them. The time was
when they could have fuch lively impreflions of the
" things unfeen and eternal, as carried them above the
world and its vanities, {weetened their expedlaticns of
death, and made them rejoice in the hope of God; but now
their profpect is dark, their faith weak, and their hope
almoft cut off. This is ready to plunge them into the
"Phalmil’s difcouragements and complaints. Wil the
- Lord caft off for ever # And will he be favorable no more ?
1 his mercy clean gane for ever # Hath God forgotten to be
gracious ? Hath he in anger-flut up his tender mereies ?
But remember, poor foul, that thofe whom Chrift
loves, be loves to the end. Though you cannot and
" ought net to fit down contented in fuch a ‘Rate, yet-you
may be fupported with this comforting conclufion :
" ‘There is no condemnation to thofe that are in Chrift Fefus.
Who is he that condenmeth thofe for whom Chrift has died,
or whe fhall Jeparate them from the love of Chrift? Your
Father, which gave you to Chrift, 18 GREATER THAN
a3 and none fhall pluck you dut of your Fathei™s.
hands. He has promifed that he will never leave theay
" mor forfake thee. Heb. xiii. 5. And be will be as good
as bis word. Truft in Lim, therefore, with humble cou~
" ruge and confidence. Refolve with holy Job, Ifhe flay
mie, yet will I trufl in him. Be content to follow him in
~ the dark. If you find comfert no where elfe, do as the
 Plalmift did in your cafe: Call to remembrance the [ong
- you have had in the night. Say of your doubtings and
darknefs, This_is my infirmity, tut I will remember the
years of the right hand of the Moft High. - I will fupport
"~ my foul with the manifeftations of the love of Chrift,
" that 1 have heretofoic experienced ; and Lwill Fopew

.
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my purfuit of thefe bleffed manifefations, I will ftill

follow hard after him, ’till I find him. In.this way

“you will firftor lft'kinow by happy experience, that

light is fown for the righteousy aud-gladnefs for the aprizht
-in-heart.: ’

_ But-perhdps you are afraid, that you may meet with

fuch fhocking trials, as will be too hard for you. You

may be afraid, that you.may meer with per{ecution for

the caufe of Chrift, and like faint-hearted f{oldiers you

il quit the field, O% you may be afraid, that you .

fhall be teriified and difmayed with the approach of

death, and dithonor your terrors,and defpondings. If

this be your cafe, check your unbelief, and fay withthe

Plalmift, Wiyartthoucat downO foul! Why art thou difs

quicted within me - Hope thouin God ; for I fhall yet praifd

him, who is the health of my countenance and my God.

Though you have no ftrenythor fufficiency of your own |
40 depend upon, is not the power; the-goodnefs and the |
faithfulnefs of God a {uffizient refuge for your diftrel-
fed (oul? Trult him, The cternal God is sny refuge, and

underneath are the everlafling arms.. As thy daysy fofhall J
thy firtngth be. When thou paffeth through the waters he A
~-eild be with thee, and through the rivers they fhall not over- "
Fow thee... When thou. wabkef} through the fire thou fhult ;

ot b burnt, neither fhall.the flame kindkd upon the 3 for he }

is-the Lord thy Gud, the Huly One of Ifrael, thy Saviour. 3
He hasbeen of:en tried in fuch diftrefles, and never yet '
.failed thole-that uprightly believed and trulled in himy . ’

.

This. therefore may be your conltant fugport, that heis

. “faithful who has promifed, that all things fhall work -t -
gether for goody to them which love Godj to them which are.-:
called according to his purpofes
- Usz,3. Let this be improved by.way of {olemn admo-
nition to every one, to look to jt'that you evidence the
truth and reality of your jufttification, by your perfever-
ance in faith and holinefs,.” -

Inftead of encouraging yourlelves in a life of care-

leflnefs, fenfuality and fecurity, from the do&rine before

" us, the improvement of it fhould be the quite contrary
way. -If perfeverance be the certain confequence of a
juftificd ftate, then apoftacy if any . from the profef”

-
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and pra&ice of godlinelsisa fad evidence, that fuch have-
never indeed attained to that fafe and happy flate,.
Every degree of declenlion fhould therefore awaken you
to the greateft watchfulnefs over your hearts and lives, -
to the greateft diligence in duty, and to the moft earn-

- . eft- and importunate applications to the throne of

grace, for the incames.and influences of the blefled Spi-:
zi;t to excits, quicken and invigorate you in the ways of;s
od. ' .

. 'What though fome of the children.of God, have been.
_recovered with greatand remarkable falls inta fin &
How much greater is the number of thofg that have fe-
curely flsttered themfelves with dreams of their good:
eftate, but were not of therd which believe to the faving of-
the foul, and finally have drawn back unto perdition ?—.
Whep you think of the falls of Noah, Lot, David, Pe-
ter, and other fervants of God ; think alfo of Judas,
Demas, Hymeneus, and Alexander Phyletus, Paygel-.
lus, Hermogenes, with other hypocrites,and apoftates ;-
and thiok.that it isdimpoflible for you to know, that you,
sre not of the latter fort, while in a back fliding way,

uader the power of yonr corruptions. .
Inftances of the imperfe€lions of the children of God:

. are left on facred recdrd, to eomfort thofe whofe hearts .
“are right with God, and are following hard after -him, -
notwithftanding their darknefs and infirmity, but not:
defigned to encourage the carelels and fecure in their
declenfions and apoftacies,  Thou. fandeth:by faith, be not:
thercfore Ligh sminded but fear. 1Wark out your own falva-
is n with fear and trembling. Prefs on with earneft and
conftant diligence toward the.msark for the prize cf the-
« high calling of God in Chrift-Fefus ; always confidering,.
that thofe, all thole, and,none but thofe whe endure ta,

the end fhall be faved, - -, J
Now unto Him thatis able to keep you from falling; .
- and to prefent you fpulilefs before the prefence of his.
. glory \Li.:h ;}:cqe_d:;rrg joa to the anly wife God our Sa-.
_ viour, be glary and majefty, dominion and pawcr, both .
mow an’d%vcr).' A-nx-:g:. § JA 66 _po.' »ooth

. :
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