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TWO MITES. 

“ Two mites!” Alas,—the paltry sum ! 
And yet it was her all; 

A teeble woman, widowed too, 
With many a farthing's call. 

'Tis true the temple had its claim. 
But surely such as she, 

By Providence were quite exempt 
From Israel’s treasury. 

Not so the pious widow thought. 
And her two mites were given,— 

All unobserved save by one eye. 
And that the eye of Heaven. 

Her after lot no record tells, 
But O we cannot think, 

That ’ucath a sorely pinching want. 

God suffered her to sink. 

Approved thou ? Then, do likewise. 
That widow's spirit seek,— 

And thou shalt have, Ah ! surely have, 
The blessing of the raee» 

Nay, if thy store, time, talent*, strength. 
Be but two mites in all,— 

Go cast in God's treasury, 
Aud precious fruit shall fall. 

Anna. 
Monterey, Fa., Jan. 1867. 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

Pulpit Manner. 

BY A LAYMAN. 

NO. V. 

Your manner in Prayer, now comes to 
be considered. Two prayers are requir- 
ed by our Directory, one before and one 
after the sermon, one full and compre- 
hensive, the other briefer and more spe- 
cial. Thi3 latter, by some preachers, I 
have known to be omitted; by what au- 

thority, I am at a loss to say. I think 
T VkAVAV* ktif A»-u»n L'notr tK rt ni»n irni* f a 
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be left out. i suppose that the miuister 
forgot it. I dare say he was afterwards 
as much mortified, as his congregation at 
the time was surprised. 

As to the manner in prayer, not much 
can he said. The characteristic senti- 
ment of prayer is reverential earnest- 

ness, and this feeling is so simple, and at 
the same time so controlling, that nature 
dictates what is appropriate in manner. 
Yet some things may be noted. I think 
that it is well to introduce the service by 
the words, solemnly uttered, before the 
eyes are closed: ‘‘Let us pray.” The 
uplifting of the hands is the universal 
token of prayer. Again I remind you 
that both hands ought to be used. To 
raise hut one has an incomplete, careless 
look, and is also ungraceful. As your 
hands cannot be kept in this position du- 
ring the whole tune ot prayer, it is well 
to close them in front of your breast, or 

to rest them on the cushion, before you 
begin to speak. To do this subsequent- 
ly, suggests weariness. Make but little 

change afterwards, if any, in the dispo- 
sition of your hands. Do not during 
prayer fumble with the Bible, the hymn 
hook or tho cushion. Do not thrust one 

hand into your breast, much less into 
• your pocket, and do not draw out your 

handkerchief. A slight gesture is not 

inappropriate occasionally, but only such 
a one as belongs to supplication, never 

one of a demonstrative character. 
There must be allowed some change of 

attitude, and some play of features, but 
the natural tendency to this is to he 
checked, rather than encouraged. I 
have seen a minister so throw his head 
backward and forward, so dart forward 
and lean over the desk, and so direct his 
face to the different portions of the audi- 
ence, as to impress one with the thought 
that he h» \ forgotten the direction in 
which the throne of grace is usually sup- 
posed, figuratively at least, to be. 

I may he allowed to refer to some 

things not exactly of manner, nor yet 
altogether of matter, belonging to prayer 
from the pulpit. 

Complaint is frequently made that our 

ministers make tneir hrst prayer unuuiv 

long. There is foundation for this criti- 
cism upon some ministers. Yet I would 
counsel you not to be controlled as to 
the length of any part of vour services 

by the notions of others, if you do, you 
will presently find yourself curtailed to 

a profitless brevity. A large part of 
your congregation will always wish your 
prayers and your sermon to be shortened. 
And if to please them you begin to cut 

oft', they will presently be just as desi- 
rous oi* another curtail. Fix iu your 
own mind ho* long the whole service 

ought to be, and assign to each part its 

just proportion, and as nearly as you 
can, conform to it. Habit will presently 
make you surprisingly accurate in this 

respect. It is part of your business to 
train your people to remain patiently in 
the house of God for a suitable length of 
time. 

The first prayer ought not to be short. 
Our Directory requires that it should be 
full and comprehensive, and to be this 
will occupy some time. 

The constituents of this prayer as set 
forth in our Book, are: Adoration, 
Thanksgiving, Confession, Supplication 
and Intercession. Pleading is also added 
but this seems not to be distinct from 

Supplication and Intercession. It is not 
to be supposed that each of these topics 
is to be of necessity introduced into eve- 

ry prayer—and yet which would we omit ? 
Nor that all are to be treated with equal 
fulness, or each with the same fulness 

upon every occasion, but that this is to 
be the general scheme of the full and 

comprehensive prayer provided for in 
every complete act of public worship on 

the Lord's-day. As these topics are to 

occur regularly, would it not be well for 
each minister to introduce them in regu- 
lar rder, and preparing what seems to him, 
the best phraseology, not to vary verv 

widely from it. Sabbath after Sabbath‘l 
Your prayers will not be made by this 
method either formal or monotonous. 

For there is yet another portion of the 
# prayer which will he continually varied. 

This is the adaptation of it to the par- 
ticular occasions of each Sabbath. The 
regular vicissitudes of this kind are quite 
numerous. You will have at least four 
communion sabbaths in the year. Each 
of these gives three special occasions; 
the Sabbath preceding, the Sabbath of 
communion, and the Sabbath succeed- 
ing. The topics appropriate to each 
of these ought to be made respec- 
tively, the subject of prayer. Then 
there are four meetings of important ec- 

clesiastical bodies, four seasons of the 
year, the first and the last Sabbath of 
the year, with public fasts and thanks- 
giving, and other distinctive occasions oc 

curring annually. Those I have men- 

tioned cover nearly half the Sabbaths of 
: the year. 

If the whole should be concluded with 
the Lord’s Prayer, it would be agreeable 
to many, and not displeasing I think to 

any. If you do so use the Lord’s Prayer, 
you arc not required to determine what 
shall be the form of words with which 
you will, close. If you do not, then 
adopt two or three of the appropriate 
formulas, and use no others. And let 
me advise you to give the formula verba- 
tim, without any expansion. For exam- 

ple: if you use the DoxologicaPform, 
render praise simply to the Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, and not to The Father, 
our Almighty Creator, The Son, our Di- 
vine and Compassionate Saviour, and The 
blessed Spirit, our gracious Sanctifier and 
Comforter. Or if you use the Mediato- 
rial form, do not say: “for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, for whom we praise Tuec, 
in whom we trust, and in whom we hope, 
living and dying, to be found.” Will 
you think it too petty in me to refer to the 
manner in which you pronounce the last 
word, Amen? Remember that I havo 
undertaken at your request, to note very 
minute things which more able writers 
would consider unworthy of notice, and 
yet they are not unimportant, since they 
are connected with the worship of God. 
Try and not be peculiar in your utterance 
ot this last word. Do not mutter it, nor 

yet be explosive. Give it its customary 
pronunciation and accent; that is, each 
of the two syllables should have the same 
stress laid on it. 

The last prayer differs from the first 
mainly in two respects. It is much 
shorter. Ir is, nevertheless, a real prayer, 
and therefore ought not to be curtailed, 
as is sometimes the case, into a mere 

formula. Undue brevity suggests the 
thought, that you feel when your sermon 
is doue, all is dono. It also should be 
adapted td the sermon which it imme- 
diately follows. Let this adaptation con- 
sist however rather in continuing the 
general sentiment, than in resinning any 

if-* fitnt(-*».—rff* !' tl'?'"'* to follotr 
sermon of a brother minister, do'Tibt go 
over the heads of his discourse, nor try 
to improve upon it, and above all, avoid 
complimenting him. I think that it is 
not often expedient even to make spe- 
cial supplication fin a man before his 
face. I may add here, though not just 
in place, that I do not think it appropri- 
ate to repeat poetry, even a verse of a 

hymn, in prayer. S. L. C. 

For the Central Pkeshtterian. 

A Few Exceptions to “ S. L. C.” 

Dear Brother Brown,—Will you allow 
me to take a few exceptions to some of 
the generally good observations of “ S. 
L. C.,” on Pulpit Manner ? The rea- 

son why I make them will appear from 
the exceptions themselves. The subject 
is important, and I think a great deal too 
much overlooked jn our Seminaries ami 

by our preachers, and I am glad that a 

lawman of intelligence and cultivated 
taste, as his brief articles indicate, feels 
called upon to address the ministers of 
the Gospel on this theme. I hope a 

deeper and wider interest may be awaken- 
ed oh this subject. 

f he Spirit of God, through St. Paul, 
has thought it of sufficient importance to 
iTiim onoi'iil mil itiukimI ilipo/'tinna ns 

the mode of conducting public worship. 
Such passages as, “ Let all things be 
done unto .edifying. “Let all things 
be done decently and in order,’’ i. c. be- 
comiugly, or rather decorously, beauti- 
fully; and each part of the public ser- 

vice at the proper time and in the pro- 
per way. Dr.. Hodge says: “The ex- 

hortation is, so to conduct the worship 
that it may be beautiful; so as to make 
a pleasing impression on all who are right 
minded.’ Now this divine direction is, 
to a very sad extent, by a great many 
ministers overlooked. I have seen the 
public service conducted in just the op- 
posite way—such blundering, confusion, 
irregularity and awkwardness in giving 
notices, in administering the Lord’s Sup- 

j per, in baptizing persons, especially in- 
fants, in postures, tones of the voice, nasal 

reading, mis-pronunciation, £c., ic , as 

to be exactly contrary to the apostolic 
direction of “beautifully and in order.' 
In St. Paul’s Epistles to Timothy and to 
Titus, ho uses such language as this, 
-Let no man despise thy youth, but 
make thyself a pattern of the faithful, 
in word, in life, in love, in faith, in pu- 
rity. Until I come apply thyself tc 

public reading, exhortation, and teach 

ing. Let these things bo thy care; give 
thyself wholly to them; that thy im 
provement may be manifest to all men 

Give heed to thyself and to thy teaching.’ 
(Conybeare and Ilowson’s Translation. 
To Titus he says also, “Let no man do 
spise thee. I remember hearing Dr 
Sampson expound this verse to the stu 
dents of Divinity more than twenty yean 
ago, and he argued that a minister shouh 
study to acquire such intelligence, cha 
racter and manners as would every when 
and at all times command regard, respec 
or influence. Let no man despise the< 
for want of piety, for want of Bible 
knowledge, for want of common infor 
mation, for want of good taste, gooe 
manners, common sense, df-c., <fmc. 

Xu I have to say with reference t< 
“S. L. C.V’ hints and strictures, i: 

chiefly that he does not seem to me to 

occupy a sufficiently central and Scrip- 
tural stand-point. Hundreds of our min- 
isters, young and old, will not, and can- 

not, be benetitted by much that he says, 
because he seems to contemplate regular 
churches, with aisles and pews, and gal- 
leries and choirs, and vestibules, &c. 
Where shall the missionary or young 
preacher deposit his overcoat, and leg- 
gings, and spurs, and whip, &c., when he 

I comes miles in the mud and cold, and en- 

ters a cold barn, or school house ? Many 
a time to dispose of these things in the 
way suggested, is impossible, and would 
require not only a vestry, but a ewer and 
basin, and towel and mirror, &o. When 
the minister comes to his church he often 
finds no fire but in the stove in the church; 
may he not pause to warm himself, and 

j may he not salute the persons standing 
around it? Is there any thing undevout, 
unscriptural, irreverential in kind and 
Christian salutation in God’s house, among 
the members of Christ’s family? Iam 
satisfied that moro good would be done, 
if there were a little more of this salu- 

! tiny. 
What possible objection can there be 

to putting the hymn-book, or a neat and 
clean handkerchief under the lid of the 

! Bible, especially when reading or prench- 
i ing from the first or last portion of the 
Bible? It makes the leaves lie ea«y and 
horizontal. As to the overcoat and 
"loves, &c., I think many and many a 

•me they ought to be worn, and kept on | 
until the moment of commencing the ser- J 
vice. 

If “S. L. C.” would go off into a re- 
mote and cold pulpit, immediately from 

; his horse or buggy, he would find and 
feel it was the next thing to absolute 
necessity to keep them on. I have found 
it necessary to put them on, after divest- 
ing myself of them. The awkwardness 
of taking off an overcoat or overshoes 1 

in the pulpit, is certainly overstated, and 
I trust that now, after years of sacred 
and delightful worship of God, he and I 

i could be profited and enjoy a prayer 

meeting, where the minister stood at the 
table, though he had on leggings and 
spurs, and his whip lying beside him; 
surely at least as much as if ho conduct- 
ed the service and lectured on horse- 

! back. 
I fully agree with him, as to tearing 

out the blank leaves of his hymn book on 

which to mark down the number of hymns 
to be sent to the choir. The same as to 
mater, unless he is really thirsty and 
needs it, and so especially as to the inde- 
cent and hideous practice of chewing to- 
bacco, in the church, defiling either pul- 
pit or pew. 

As to looking around upon hi* congre- i 
y.'rtioii—if '^Trr'n bo 
sirable to know it snoh and-sff&f persons 
are present; their presenco or absence 
may very materially modify his discourse j 
or his prayer, may very materially encour-: 
age or discourage him. To see that his i 
people old and young, communicants 
and non-communicants are present, can- 

not be inappropriate, provided it is done 
quietly, without peeping, peering or rude-t 
ly gazing about. If it is a prayer meet- 

ing, and he rises to call upon an elder, 
or deacon, or church member to pray, it 
is surely better to know that they are; 
•proaent and where seated, than to stand 
and hunt about for them at such a uio-1 
ment. 

As to talking with a brother minister 
it depends altogether upon circumstances; 
it is frequently and generally wrong, but 
to lay down to ministers such an iron 
rule as “S. L. C.” does when he says: 
“If you have a brother minister in the 

I pulpit do not talk to him, nor let him 
talk to you,” is wholly improper. Of- 
ten there are facts and circumstances 
only known to the pastor after entering ; 

his pulpit. A Saturday audience,—a 
Sabbath night audience is not alike in 
all places, nor composed of the same ele- 
ments. The visiting brother may have 
talked over to the pastor the themes of 
one or two or three sermons,—the cha- 
racter of the audience often must decide ! 
which he had better preach. Is this pro- 
fane or irreverent in the sight of that 
God and Saviour, whose glorious Gospel 
of grace they are about to proclaim? 

I am no advocate for “vestries;” the 
name and necessity of such things arose 
far away from apostolic and primitive, 
New Testament preachers and preach- 
ing. Nor for “ the Geneva gown and 
band;' but I would have the jninister 
dress with scrupulous neatness and pro- 
priety. As to moustache, whiskers, eft*., 
some men are greatly improved by 
them; some few are disfigured. So too 
as to the length of a man’s whiskers. I 
am afraid that “S. L. C.” violates his 
own rule of “ne nimis. Some men in 
moustaches and sparse whiskers look like 
apes : they ought to shave; and others 
ought to wear both moustache and whis- 
kers. The question of gown and bands, 
and the Lord’s Prayer, once repeated, 
and Invocation, draws deeper, and I have 
not space here to discuss them; but sure- 

ly it would be no economy to the poor 
\ preacher to have to provide an extra 

{ gown and bands and carry them about 
I with him in his saddle-bags over the 
| country and through the wild forests. 
Where and when shall he don and doft' 
them ? Black kid gloves arc certainly 
very neat and comfortable and conveni- 

j ent at times. 
I havo felt in reading over “S. L. 

i C.V hints, that his stand-point is not 

altogether the right one, and that his 
suggestions are not sufficiently adapted 
to the times, places and circumstances in 

\ w hich hundreds of ministers preach, and 
1 thousands and tons of thousands assern- 
■ bio to hear the glorious Gospel of the 
■ blessed God. As to all his suggestions 
: referring to neatness, gravity, dignity, 

deliberation, to thorough and careful 
study to conduct himself and the public 
worship of God impressively, in all its 

l parts, always and every where,—to eve- 

ry tiling that will make our forms and 
> inodes Scriptural, (i. c. so far as exter- 
i! nals are concerned,) pleasing, impres- 
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sive, beautiful and well ordered, I hearti- 
ly and fully agree. M. K. W. 

Kou the Central Presbyterian. 

Ministerial Support. 

The course which the discussion of 
this subject has taken in our occlesiasti- 
cal bodies, and in the papers, is a source 
of deep mortification to some interested 
parties. If called upon to frame a defi- 
nition of the phrase, frouiisome of the 
speeches made at the last meeting of the 
Synod of Virginia, the following would 
approximate the true idea Set forth— 

“ Ministerial support is that pittance 
which the preacher of the gospel is enabled 
to wheedle out of his congregation by 
making himself an “everybody's body.” 
Or, “ It is the alms bestojjkd by kindly 
disposed persons, on ti cldc* of men who 
having taken a vow of perpeiual poverty, 
ought to be well satisfied to be fed with 
the crumbs that fall from the tables of 
others.” 

That there were higher and more hon- 
orable views taken by some is freely con- 

ceded. And that every speaker would 
deny this to be his own view, might be 
conceded also. But that this represents 
the view presented, is true beyond doubt. 

If not, why is the minister required 
to visit his people, in order to get the 
support due to him ? Or, wky is he re- 

quired to give to the subject of ministe- 
rial support a prominence ir. his pulpit 
ministrations, which the Scriptures do 
not give to it? If as a class, ministers 
fail in any part of their pastoral work, 
let them he admonished; but never put 
their support ns the motive to urge dili- 
gence ; never degrade the work of Christ 
to the level of a business pursued for the 
sake of a living. 

We need to go back to first principles 
on this subject, and .settle definitely the 
question—On what ground does the 
minister of the gospel claim a compe- 
tent support ? Is he an object of chari- 
tv—a betrerar? and is his sunDort to be 
dependant on tlio whims and caprices of 
the men for whom, and among whom he 
labors? Or, has he a right to claim 
compensation for his services, as other 
men rendering service under contract- 
claim ? 

There are some principles, fundamen- 
tal to this whole discusssion. which seem 
to be lost sight of by many. 

The relation of pastor and church is 
two-fold. 

1st. There is a spiritual relationship 
established, by which the pastor is bound 
to seek the religious intercstsjof his con- 

gregation, and to uso all diligence in all 

riiiiTjiiT.fi fpwCgMffl.^ 
gation are bound to givo him due honor i 
and co-operation. Thus far the relation 
has no reference to pay or support. It 

may be established where no pay is 

given or required. Or, it may be 
established between one minister and 
several congregations, when the break- 
ing up of his relation to one, or the 
failure to receive pecuniary compensa- 
tion from one does not affect his relations 
to it, or to the others. But— 

2d. There is a civil contract entered 
into between the pastor and people, the 
very animus of which is that lie shall de- 
vote all his time and all his energies to 
the pastoral work, and cut himself ofl 
from all the ordinary means of living. 
And the congregation bind themselves to 
furnish that support which in their judg- 
ment, and his, is necessary to free him 
from all “ worldly cares.” This is simply 
a civil contract, nothing more, nothing 
less—based on what the Church regards 
as necessary to the successful perfor- 
mance of the pastoral duties. Now, 
“^Ministerial Support” is just the ful- 
filment of this part of this contract by 
the congregation—the payment of their 
just and honest debts—a compensation 
agreed upon for services rendered. Are 
we then to understand that Christian 
people arc less honest than others? that 
because their pastor does not require this 
contract to be put into a legal form, they 
are at liberty to violate it at pleasure? 
Or, on thei other hand, must the pastor 
play toady to his people, and bemean 
himself to the arts of a low politician 
looking for office, to secure the payment 
of his just and contracted dues? Or, 
must ho continually ring in the ears of 
his congregation the fact that God has 
ordained that they that preach the Gos- 
pel shall live of the Gospel, in order to 

secure what every honest man knows to 
be justly his? It does seem to me, that 
the'Church of Christ places herself in a 

most pitiable position before the world 
when she demands continual prompting, 
and pleading and scolding, as the condi- 
tion of her honesty. 

It is a most astonishing thing, that af- 
ter a Christian congregation have bound 
themselves by formal pledge, to pay a 

specified compensation for a specified 
work, that this pledge is not regarded as 

binding them liko a similar pledge binds 
an individual, but only as a quasi promise, 
to be met if perfectly convenient, pro- 
vided that some member of the congre- 

j gation dont find some fault or defect in 
the minister, or the ministers wife, or his 
children, or his servants, or his ox, or his 
ass, or something that is his—before pay 

: day comes. 
This whole subject needs ventilation— 

plain, common sense discussion. If min- 
isters are to be beggars, and to sink their 

I sense of self respect and personal inde- 
pendence in tho vain effort to get sup- 
port enough to keep body and soul to- 

gether, let us know it at once. For mv 

part, I will preach the Gospel henceforth 
to the end of life without charge, rather 
than sink to the position of a beggar for 
what I earn. 

It should be demanded as a condition oi 
settlement by every minister, and bj 
every Presbytery, that a competent world 
ly support be raised and paid promptly 
And this support should be in proportior 
to the means of the congregation. N< 
man docs justice to himself, or to hi: 
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1 congregation, who does not require n 

salary equal to the average income of 
! the families of that congregation. If he j lives among poor people—he would be 
unworthy of his office if not willing to \ 
share their poverty. But if among a 
rich people, he has no right to be poor; 
and his congregation sin in suffering him 
to be poor. It is a remarkable fact, that 
in times of pecuniary pressure or distress, 
the congregation is very ready to let 
their pastor share that, but when pros- 
perity comes there is rarely any great 
eagerness to have him share in that. 
But the rule ought to work both ways— 
or not work in either. Does the lawyer 
work for nothing because his clients’ have 
suffered pecuniary embarrassment ? Does 
the doctor practise for half price because 
his patients have lost their negroes, or 
had their barns or fences burnt by the 
enemy ? Does the farmer ask less for 
his corn, or wheat, or butter, or eggs, 
because money is scarce ? Why tnen 

deny the obligation of the contract with 
the preacher? Or, why make a different 
law for him? CRAMER. 

TO RE CONCLUDED. 

For the Central Presbtterian* 

The Great Struggles. 
The struggle in which our people are 

now engaged is a hard one. It is a life- 
struggle calling forth their whole 
strength, their best energies. The rude 
hand of war did not cease its pitiless 
blows until they were laid prestrate in 
the dust. Cities, towns, villages, houses, 
fields, left in ruins and desolate tell the 
story with an eloquence more powerful 
than words. What did they not sufTer? 
Of what were they not deprived? So 
great was their impoverishment that it 
became a question of serious import, 
“What shall we eat? what shall we j 
drink ? and wherewithal shall we be 
clothed ? But this question is answered, j 
though many seem not to know it. True, ! 
great numbers arc enduring want and I 
privation in greater measure than ever 

before. Yet the general state of the 
case is, that somehow or other our peo- 
ple have had, to this hour, food and rai- 
ment. It is not to be denied that they 
are in great straits. Nevertheless, when 
actual want dressed in the garments of 
“things seen and temporal,” knocks at 
their doors, do they not in some way i 
manage to meek its demands? They1 
cat, they arc clothed, they live; and 
some are even able to minister to “ the 
lust of the cys, and the prido of life,” 
besides attending to “the lusts of the 
flesh.” So wo are not far wrong in say- 
irr fllili fli(l 'ilinrn 11 mind ... ■■■■■ 
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life, to this extent, that in the majority 
of cases when a man is really obliged to 
have anything, ho finds or makes tho 
means of getting it, notwithstanding his 
sad plaint of poverty. 

In all this the truth is being proved, 
“Where there is a will there is a way.” 

Now cannot Christians apply this same 

rule in the struggle to meet the wants of 
tho Church ? What though it seem a 

great and arduous work to sustain her ? 
Will a man see his mother starve while 
lie stops to count the cost of giving her 
nourishment? No moroshould the child 
of the Church sec her in her present con- 

dition, and allow her to remain thus while 
lie is debating a question upon which 
neither God nor natural affection allows 
any debate. Our dear mother goes 
mourning about the streets; sits wound- 
ed and faint by the wayside. And will 
her children neglect her wants ? Will j 
they suffer her cry for help to go un- j 
heard, or if heard, unanswered? Surely 
if there is a zc///,4thero is a way of help- 
ing her. 

Let Christians consider this well. Let 
them remember that every want of the 
Church is a want of Christ; that every 
call from the Church is a call from 

Christ, who died that they might live. It 
seems scarcely possible that there can be 
a neglect of the 'Church in which there 
is not a denial of Christ, for Christ and 
iiis Uhurcn arc one. Lhoretore, wnen 

the Church is made to stand knocking 
and waiting at our doors until her “locks 
arc wet with the dews of the night,” 
there stands Christ, enduring such treat- 
ment. When we see the Church lying 
weak and suffering by the way, and yet 
pass by on the other side, this is as if we 

were passing unheeded, the crucified 
body of Christ, but for whom our souls 
would forever dwell in the flames of hell. 
And when in the feverish race after the 

things of this world, we trample the 
Church under foot, we are trampling the 
body of Christ under foot also. Is it not 

so, brethren ? Here then are the two 

great struggles—one, that we may sup- 
ply the wants of the body; the other, that 
we may not dishonor Him who died to 

redeem us. If the gaining of worldly 
ease is worthy of sacrifices and self-de- 
nials, is not Christ much moro worthy ! 
To the world we owe nothing; it is but 
the servant which our Father has pro- 
vided to supply our wants through the 

pilgrimage to our blessed home. But 
what do we not owe to Christ—what have 
wo that Christ did not purchase for us 

by Iiis precious blood? “ I beseech 
you, therefore brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that yc present your bodies a 

living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 

God, which is vour reasonable service.” 
II. II. II. 

Condition of the He \thkn.—Rightly 
said Dr. John Owen, in his sermon be- 
fore the English Parliament, two hun- 
dred years n~o: “No men in the world 
want help like them that want the gos- 
pel. Of all distresses, want of the gos- 
pel cries loudest for relief. A man may 
want liberty, and yet be happy, as 

Joseph was; a man may want peace, and 

yet be happy, as David was; a man may 
want plenty, and yet he full of content- 

i1 ment, as Miciali was ; but lie that wants 
>! the gospel, wants everything that can dr 
! | him good.’’ 

For the Central Presbyterian. 

To the Grand-children of Rev. James H 
C. Leach, D. D 

LETTER IV. 
Your grand-father had for his com- 

peers in the ministry and neighbors, as 

ministers count neighbors where congre- 
gations are wide spread, Ur. Hill of 
Winchester, who had lost little of his fire 
and energy, though age began to show 
its impress; Matthews, of Shcphcrds- 
town, in the meridian of his mental power, 
and demonstrating with increasing clear- 
ness his fitness for any position to which 
he might be called, and for that one to 
which he was finally called, in the Theo- 
logical Institution in Indiana; in Mar- 
tinshurg, John B. Iloge, who stood the 
most popular preacher in the county, 
with the great mass of ijtftdligcnt peo- 
ple; Malton, his fellow-student, in the 
vicinity of Charlestown, ai^ Glass, his 
predecessor in Gerardstown-n- with his 
warm heart and metaphysical mind; in 
the neighbor town of Winchester, and 
across the Blue Ridge, the energetic 
Scotchman, Williamson, at Middleburg, 
who may be called the Presbyterian apos- 
tle of Fauquier; and down on the Rap- 
pahannock, the successful Wilson at 

Fredericksburg, now' professor in the 
Union Theological Seminary; and among 
the Western ridges, Mr. Black, the kind 
and faithful minister in Hampshire, and 
Scott, the amiable teacher in Martins- 
burg. These were men to meet with in 
Presbytery; and to be in esteem with 
them was an honor. This honor Mr. 
Leach enjoyed, for his strict attention to 
his pastoral and Presbyterial duties, and 
his correct knowledge and appreciation 
of the Confession of Faith and Form of 
Government of the Presbyterian Church. 
Mr. Leach was a good member of Pres- 
bytery. Tenacious of order and eti- 
quette, he strenuously defended the dig- 
nity of Presbytery; and to careless in- 
novations he was a troublesome opponent. 
“Mr. Moderator, is that according to the 
rules of order?” sounded an alarm to 
__ 1-_ P .1 .P I _• 
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tion. In any position, he believed, like 
John Randolph, that there might be too 
much legislation in all governments, and 
like him opposed a multiplication of 
laws. 

The Presbyterian Church in Virginia 
was, at this time, awaking to clearer 
views and greater efforts in the cause of 
her Lord. And the duties of ministers 
and people in all their Christian relations 
were fully discussed in the Rrcsbvterial 
meetings, and the responsibilities of min- 
isters duly weighed. Tho spirit, mean- 

ing, and application of the Confession of 
111 11 in ■—m 
jLnsinpuuc ui' Uif FivsnyKriaii ^nuren 
were subjects of deep feeling and pro- 
tracted enquiry. Mr. Loach, from his 
natural endowments and acquired capa- 
bilities, was prepared to he benefited by 
the earnest, yet friendly discussions of 
such men as were his co-Presbyters. 
And the few years ho passed as minis- 
ter to the church of Gornrdstown, were 
full of usefulness among tho people and 
improvement to himself. lie was com- 

pelled to study, in order to hold his posi- 
tion amon^ such brethren. 

The older members of Presbytery re- 

lated the revivals which God granted in 
their younger days, and the traditions 
of those of an earlier date, and pointed 
to the congregations in different parts of 
the State which were the fruits of those 
uwakenings. And the great and serious 
enquiry was, what is the Church to do, 
that such blessings may descend again? 
And the first answer was: let her cleanse 
her heart and hands; “Re ye clean that 
bear tho vessels of tho Lord.” These 
embraced the doctrine and order of the 
Church, and tho way of livir.g, and the 
spirit and manners of the ministers. 
They often asked, “brethren, what shall 
we do ?” They came together with warm 

hearts and earnest minds, and to act in 
the unity of the spirit found it necessary 
to act with knowledge and according to 
well ascertained rules. To walk safely 
they must walk wisely. Discretion must 

join with earnestness, and the necessary 
rnnsomirnoeo of n nronnspd pmirfap of an- 

k k A 

tion were to be carefully inquired foi 
and considered, before a decision was 

formed. 
The Synod of Virginia held its annual 

meeting in 1819 at Winchester, in Octo 
l)or. Dr. Ilogc uict with his brethren in 
this Church court for the last time. H< 
had been for years the pastor in Shop 
herdstown, had presided at the organize 
tion of Winchester Presbytery in 1791 
in the same building in which the Synoc 
was to meet, and with Hill, and William 
son, and Lyle, and Legrand, formed thi 
ministerial part of the Presbytery. Ji 
1806 he accepted the Presidency o 

Hampden Sidney College in Prince Ed 
ward county, the Trustees appointing 
him their Professor of Divinity. Hi 
success in training young men for tin 
ministry fastened the attention of Synod 
and in 181*2 he became the Synod’s Pro 
fessor of Theology. The College am 

j Divinity school prospered under his car 

and supervision. But the price lie par 
for his usefulness was the wreck of hi 
constitution and the loss of health. II 
went to the Synod worn down and dr 

1 pressed with his excessive labors. II 
! was entertained at the bouse of .Tudg ' Tucker in Winchester. 

The Theological school had bccom 
j an interesting and important part of th 
business of Synod. At this meeting th 
age and feebleness of their Professor a 

tractor! attention, and in the disenssio 
of the condition and prospects of tli 
school, some inadvertent words fell upo 
the Professor’s ears, which seemed to in 

ply reproach, or at least an intimation < 

that incompctency that follows imbccilit 
; or inattention. He passed a feverish, an 

'sleepless night; ami the words: “win 
do the brethren wish?” broke fvorn h 

lips in tlio silent hours of night. A 
interview in the morning, with his nob 
son, John B. lloge, and some other bretl 

• ren, calmed hi3 troubled mind. IIo w; 

slow to see what was plain to all others, 
that no man would dare to insinuate 
aught against his faithfulness and suc- 

cess; or if one was daring enough to do 
it, ho could not bear the frowns of the 
Synod and the disapprobation of the 
Church. The old man, in his feebleness, 
was dearer than ever to tho Synod and 
the Church. But his mortal career was 
run. lie struggled through the winter 
with disease, and in Philadelphia, in the 
mdtith of July, 1820, he passed away to 
meet his Saviour. 

This event brought with it the neces- 

sity of electing a successor. Tho Synod 
could not agree upon which of the breth- 
ren to confer the honor and labor of the 
Professorship. She had in her bosom 
five that, in after years, were called to 
the Professor’s chair; Baxter, Rice, Mat- 
thews, and the iwo Wilsons, together 
with others that appeared in merit equal 
to any position. But on no one at that 
time could the eyes of all be turnod. 
After much consideration, at the meet- 

ing in Staunton in 1822, the* whole sub- * 

ject of the Theological school was com- 
mitted to Hanover Presbytery, which 
had raised, in years past, a small fund 
for a Theological school, and had laid 
the foundation for a Library by the pur- 
chase of some standard works in Theolo- 
gy. This Presbytery, on the 14th of 
November, met and accepted the trans- 
fer; drew tho plan of a Seminary dis- 
tinct from the College, and unanimously 
chose John II. Rice, D. D., then pastor 
in Richmond, for their Professor. It 
was not till tho month of June, 1823, 
that Dr. Rice became satisfied of his 
duty in regard to his election. He ac- 

cepted the Professorship. In deciding 
this question, Dr. Rice was called to de- 
cide another, viz.: a call to tho Presi- 
dency of Nassau Hall, New Jersey. 
The reasons he gave Dr. Alexander for 
declining the one and accepting the other, 
reflect honor on his judgment and dis- 
cretion. 

The changes in tho arrangement of 
Congregations in Prince Edward and 
('hnrlntfp nrtnnortoH tritli tlin o^narntirm 

of the College,—which flourished greatly 
under the successor of Dr. Hoge, Mr. 
Jonathan P. Cushing,—from the Theolo- 
gical school now committed to Dr. Rice, 
together with the increase of young min- 
isters from the classes of Dr. Hoge, 
caused a remodeling of ministeria 1 charges, 
and an enlargement of Sabbath services 
by lessening the area of the preachers’ la- 
bors, and adding to the number of min- 
isters. John B. Hoge was induced to 
leave Berkeley county and become pas- 
tor of the church on Shockoo Hill, in 
Richmond: Kirkpatrick became pastor 

Appoiuatiox; Kilpatrick was at R?^ 
ton; Caldwell in Nelson county; Taylor 
was gathering a church in Halifax; John 
M. Fulton was in Buckingham; Silliman 
in Leakville; Brookes in Fluvanna; Cur- 
tis in Brunswick; Cochran at large, as 

missionary, and J. C. Hamncr supplying 
Richmond for a time. All these but Tay- 
lor, bad been pupils of Dr. Iloge. Pax- 
ton took charge of Greenfield, South of 
the Appomattox. 

Mr. Leach was induced to remove from 
Berkeley and cast bis lot in with the 
young brethren and young congrega- 
tions in the counties around the College 
and Seminary. He hesitated long before 
his mind could become satisfied about re- 

moval. Against the removal, were a 

united and attached congregation, and 
undoubted evidence of great usefulness. 
For the removal, the prospect of useful- 
ness among a population for whom he 
felt great sympathy, and the better pros- 
pect for means to rear an increasing fami- 
ly, and the solicitation of friends and re 

lations. It was his desire to find his call 
to leave Berkeley as clear as his call to 

go there, and ho therefore moved cau- 

tiously. The Presbytery reluctantly 
agreed to dissolve the pastoral relation, 
and transferred him to the Presbytery of 
Hanover in 1825. 

He finally fixed his residence in Cum- 
berland county, bordering Prince Ed- 
ward, about a mile and a-lialf fromFarin- 
ville. To meet the wants of rearing and 
educating bis family, he applied himself 
to agriculture, in its most promaoie 
form. The production most sure of a 

market and a remunerating price, was 

tobacco. Like the population around 
him, ho became a planter as his father 
had been before him, and united labor 
in the soil with labor in the ministry. 

Yours, very kindly. 
C. C. R. 

The course of life of many a pious 
Christian affords few facts for a memoir. 
“One day telleth another” in the calm 
unexcited routine of daily duties. ft 
does not require “some great thing to 

make a saint. The commonest and sim- 

plest action of every day life, in one’s 
5 usual trade or occupation, if done from 
; the lovo of God and in his faith and fear, 
, may assume tho value of high virtue. 

“One may sweep tho floor to God or to 

1 tho devil.” One may bargain or buy or 

; sell, one may teach a school or conduct 
1 a law suit, or weave a web, or bring up a 

3 family, or carry on domestic concerns, 
3 in such a way as may improve or injure 

one’s own soul according to the motive, 
e Tho elect of God have been hallowed in 
c the most unpromising circumstances, with 

apparently every external influence 
c against them. Mon have been damned 
e 

! in the midst of the highest spiritual priv- 
e ileges, with every outward circumstance 

ministering to their religious necce itic-. 
u Wc have not to go out of ourselves, or 

c beyond our daily circumstances, for the 
n materials of our probation. AYc shall be 
i- saved or lost, according as wc have 
if served or neglected God in the common 

y occupations of every-day lifo. 

it Some one advised Alexander Lo m ■, 

is a witty Scotch advocate, to read a bom- 
n bostic book on a good subject, saying: 
le, “ Don’t you like to expatiato in that 
l- field?” when lie replied, “I can't get 
is over the style.” 
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“CHURCH UNION”—WITH A VEN- 
GEANCE. 

1 thought where all thy idles icould end." 

Last week the first number of a new religious 
paper made its appearance in our office, with 
the title of "The Church Union." It is a 

large double weekly sheet, published in Brook- 
lyn. New York, and its outward appearance is 

quite attractive. No names are given as to 

editors or contributors, but we found a general 
statement that its contents are furnished by 
the hands of Baptists, Presbyterians, Metho- 
dists. Episcopalians. Congregationalits, Re- 
formed Dutch, and Lutherans. It declares its 

aim to be the visible unity of all Christians on 

the basis of the Apostle’s and Nicene Creeds, 
and to “secure, under God, an open commu- 

nion, and the recognition of one evangelical 
ministry by the interchange oi pulpits. It 
says moreover that “Liberty and Union will 

be its watchword; Rationalism and Ritualism 
it3 antagonists.” We are radicals for free- 
dom, and for unity and for reform.'' From 
intimations in the Christian Intelligencer and 
Other journals, it may be gathered that this 
enterprise is eet on foot by distinguished per- 
sons, and is supported fcy a good weight ot 

capital. Extracts from letters are published, 
among which we find one from—“A Professor 
in Princeton,” and another from “A very 

Distinguished Bishop,” neither of whose 
names are given. 

From all this, The Church Union' ap- 

pears before the public under no small preten- 
sion?. The Christian world has always needed 
more harmony—more visible unity. That it 
needs these things uow is a fact plain enough, 
and deeply to be deplored. And after years 
of discussion at Evangelical alliances and else- 
where, it cannot be doubted that many valua- 
ble truths on this subject havo been more 

deeply impressed upon thousands of good peo- 
ple over the world, and that there has been a 

greater yearning for the fulfilment of the 
Saviour’s prayer for his followers—“ that they 
aii may oe one. ineiuea too oi starting a 

paper specially devoted to the discussion of 
the many things connected with those vast 

interests, may be very praiseworthy. But 
these interests have not only wide but delicate 
relations also, and involve so many parties that 
no one can fail to perceive the difficulties of 
this undertaking, and the peculiar necessity of 
wisdom, forbearance and charity. Any other 
mode of dealing with the question must, of 
course, work mischief. 

Is there any hope of good from this new 

paper? If there is, we are unable to find it. 
The very first number had the flavor of Radi- 
calism, and now the second, we find, is per- 
fectly rancorous with it. It is therefore nc 

misnomer when they say of themselves—“ Wi 
are Radicals” Ac., only they mean it in a 

good sense, but show it in a bad. It is not 
hard to give specimens. 

As usual, with all the so-called Reformers of 
a certain school, they take their flings at min- 
isters of the Gospel. But not as a class; that 
would not exactly answer, as yet “ Clergy- 
men, as a class, are among the very best of 

Wo have a controversy." As it la «o\ 

u.-ui Cbiistianity is a failure, and witl 
course, the Sectarian pulpit.” And as to 

temperance, we are told that “the Church 
itself is not on the side of temperance.” 
What this tone of speaking, or rather scoffing 
means, is easily understood; it is no novelty 
with us. 

Perhaps some people might be disposed to 
draw a small inference from the fact that For- 
ney -.elects this paper in which to advertise— 
through a whole column—“Forney’s Weekly 
Press,” and that.it is editorially recommended 
as an excellent paper! 

But the following extracts from a furious 
outpouring upon President Davis and President 
Johnson, may more satisfactorily reveal the 
spirit of these now apostles of love. The ar- 

ticle s headed—1“Impeaching a President.” 
“We are believers in the doctrine of retri- 

bution. Crimes against the State or Society 
in it organized capacity, are the highest crimes 
kuowu in the criminal code. We believed, in 
common with u vast majority of this nation, 
that Jefferson Davis, when caught skulking 
away in the bushes of Georgia, iu woman’s at- 
tiic was the greatest criminal that this or any 
nation ever koew, guilty of a crime against the 
holiest cause any State can know. \\ e believe 
he should have been taken with a haste even 
-TAJLt.»r than fh.if. nt‘ Prnhcf 
moil ier, of last summer, and hurried to trial 
aud to swift retribution. Wo believed this at 
the time of the murder of Abraham Lincoln ; 
and though the public will has lost much of its 
force since iu this direction, we have never 
seen any reason to change our convictions.— 
Uati! this crime is atoned for, lesser criminals 
ought, we believe, to remain in statu quo.” 

After this delightful taste of blood, such as 

might provoke tbo envy of a Feejee Islander, 
they next proceed to dispose of President 
Johnson after the following refined style—a 
model for all political rowdies: 

This crime of the Rebellion is the first in 
u o i n the calendar. Perhaps our sense of 
just.eo is obfuscated by the enormity of this 
.r ?.-d overshadowing guilt of Jefferson 
D.vvi?, eo slow to be avenged. Perhaps our 
ju ft nt might be able to discern a measure 
o- ci :iuinality or malfeasance in that humble 
individual, foolish Mr. Johnson, after these 
wei: ry matters were disposed of. But really, 
after readiug over and over, our President’s 
act as recorded in public prints, and studying 
It-.* i\markable doings, and more remarkable 
s.v in,especially, during his late “swinging 
avou’ d tho circle,” we fail to find anything to 
dignify 60 much as to call it a crime. 

St ohen H. Branch, the immortal, the iu- 
evitu’-.e, and the inextinguishable, holds pret- 
ty u. i'll tho same pluee iu our esteem that our 
11to President bears. We say, late President, 
for Mr. Johnson is impeached already, by the 
contempt of LUOOO.OUO of freemen, and by the 
secret disgust of the whole South. 

Tico-tktrds, presides over us now, in his 
P c>. Ilia vetoes are as harmless as the pro- 
• unc inientoos of Daniel Pratt, the great 
American Traveller, and really we think Con- 

ins about equal fears for each. We 
h,,|-c poor Mr. Johnsou will be set upon no 
longer, “ Speechless bird” that he is. Why 
r I iveu t h id a speech these three months! 
In crey to New \ork dailies, friends in Con- 

do not get 
“ the great American Travel- 

er tarted again, iiequiescat in pace. 
V. .'.h much that will be said in tliis “ Church 

Cn against Rationalism, Ritualism and 
Hfth Churehism, we shall probably agree. To 
expect any good results towards the promotion 
of i uc Christian unity is utterly vain. The 
t : .t pervading the discussions is unmistaka- 
bly of a low pitch—“the wisdom that is from 
bci.eath. One can readily account for the 

: .*:<1 by tho editors, that of 30,000 copies 
of he first number sect over the country, only 
tw had been seut back. 

T uese Reformers, whoever they may be, are 
f : : f >r Christian union, and love and fellow- 
; ■ in to think their special mission 
is fieiecly to denounce all who do not happen 
t agree with them. Good men, we think will 
tu,u away from them in disgust. They will 

a he understood. It is now. as of old, the 

the spirit of a wolf under the wool of a sheep 
—and coarse at that. 

Working with a Will.—The following ex- 

tracts from a privato letter received from the 
Rev. Dr. Ross, of Huntsville. Ala., present 
an example so good, and which ought to be 

so useful to others, that we must be allowed 
the privilege of putting them in print. The 

energy of the Huntsville church presents a 

fine illustration of the proverb that in any 

good cause, if we only “get the will up, we 

shall always get the way open." That noble 
church and its venerable pastor deserve the 

hearty congratulations of all in finding their 
efforts crowned with such complete success. 

May it he said of them too—“And your zeal 
hath provoked very many. Y\ here so many 
things arise in these days to provoke to wrath 
and strife, it is good to find some which pro- 
voke to love and good works. An extensive 
communication with brethren and churches 
brings tho conviction that one of the serious 
dangers growing out of the trials through 
which our people are now passing, is that of 
despondency—springing too much, we must 

think, from distrust. One of the most im- 

portant duties Christians have to perform at 

the present juncture, is to encourage one an- 

other. A spirit of gloom and morbid appre- 
hensions would work incalculable mischief. 
We must work for Christ’s sake with a trust- 

ful ‘•pirit, and meet our trials and wants with 
a steadfast cheerful bearing. Difficulties van- 

ish wonderfully when we face them with such 
a motto Us—Unmovable; always abounding 
iti the tcork of the Lord." In the Acts (the 
acts) oC the Apostles, no small part of their 
work seems to have consisted in going 
about among the churches, “ 

con firming the 
souls of the disciples.” How they practised 
confirmation is known from tho history. We 
feel inclined to say that as our venerable broth- 
er at Huntsville must find his own soul and the 
souls of his people a good deal confirmed just 
now, he is therefore in the right condition to 

travel around a little amoug his brethren and 
perform upon some of them true, Presbyteri- 
an, Apostolic confirmation, by “lifting up the 
hands that hang down ard strengthening the 
feeble knees.” 

But we are keeping tho reader from enjoy- 
ing the pleasant facts stated in the letter. 

Huntsville, Ala., Jan. 21st., 1867. 
Rev. arid Dear Brother: * * * * * I have 

one very glad thing to say to you. You may 
recollect, that in my off-hand talk at the Gen- 
eral Assembly, when the Missionary collection 
was taken, I told of our Huntsville church debt, 
and that 1 would have $10,000 secured by 
Christmas. Well, giving me the margin of a 
month’s sickness in delay of my promise, I 
have kept it, and done more. This is the 21st 
of January, and a week ago there was good 
paper and cash for more than $ 11,000! And, 
not a dollar was raised outside of my congre- 
gation. That congregation, too, is as much 
reduced by the war, as perhaps any other rich 
church community in the South. Moreover, 
we are not done-with the effort. Our debt 
was $22,000. In a few days, I think, we will 
have provided for $14,000 of it, probably a 

larger sum. And, before the year is out, our 
Lord’s house, with His blessing, shall be His, 
without encumbrance of debt. 

Mistake Corrected.—A venerable lather in 
the Church, whose eye has long kept faithfu] 
watch over its orthodoxy and purity, sends 
some remarks concerning the offico of Super- 
inteiident, which he supposes was introduced 
into onr Form of Government lately revised 
tw ttrg 'ffunwil AqgPTnbfr.- lie in mistaken n? 
to the fact. Such a provision was method 
fcodieW- m- ttw- report r»t the 
name Superintendent being used, however, as 

synonymous with Evangelist, and not intended 
to designate a new office. But the word was 

stricken out by the Assembly. The Christian 
Observer, to whoso editorial article, about a 

month ago, our correspondent refers, was pro- 
bably led into its mistake by copying from a 

Memphis journal the paper as reported by the 
Committee of revision, instead of tho one 

adopted by the Assembly. A part of this ar- 

ticle containing the mistake referred to, was 

inadvertently copied into the Central Presby- 
terian, where the attention of our correspond- 
ent was first drawn to the matter. The fact 
now stated will obviate the necessity of insert- 
ing his criticisms. 

Deferred.—-A private note from Rev. Dr. 
Atkinson informs us of his desire to continue 
the important discussion he has on hand still 
further. No one has a better claim to the 
public ear, no oue within our knowledge is bet- 
ter qualified to present the views which he ad- 
vocates. 

Having the impression last week that it was 

his purpose to bring his remarks to a conclu- 
sion with the present piece, the purpose of be- 
ginning a full reply was announced. It seems 

now due to a brother so highly esteemed, that 
we should defer this a little longer, so that his 
views may be more completely understood. It 

*11 1_1!- 1_ 1. 
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the subject longer than another week. 

A long article in the last New York Obser- 
ver, as well as its former criticisms will be sub- 
jected, before we are done, to such tests as, un- 

der the circumstances, they may be thought to 
merit. 

A Great Shame.—“At a celebration of 
"the Fourth Presbyterian church, Washington 
City, D. C., Sabbath School on Sunday even- 

ing, the 13th inst., ot which the Kev. Dr. 
John C. Smith is pastor, the Hon. Samuel 
McKee, member of Congress from Kentucky, 
was speaking to the School and the teachers, 
and made an incidental allusion of a kind na- 

ture to the colored Sabbath School of the Fif- 
teenth Street Presbyterian church, of which 
the Rev. Highland Garnet was lately pastor. 
A storm of hisses, immediately broke out, and 
was continued until Col. McKee left the pul- 
pit-”. This statement is taken from the Pittsburg 
Presbyterian Banner. Had such a thing oc- 

curred in Richmond, or any city farther South, 
what a storm of denunciation we should have 
had in certain quarters from both pulpit and 
press; happy, indeed, if we might escape the 
Freedman's Bureau, or a Committee of Con- 
gress to investigate the outrage. But as it 
was all in a congregation whose pastor is de- 
voted to both “loyalty and freedom,” and 
right in the focus of liberty, the Banner 
passes it by without comment. 

Correction.—In an editorial article of last 
week, in reference to recent arrangements ef- 
fected for the interests of the Presbyterian 
Church in Rockingham county, the following 
statement was made:—“The Rev. Mr. Irwin, 
it is understood, expects to devote his labors 
to an inviting missionary field lying East and 
South of the town,” &e., &c. 

We arc requested to say that, while Mr. Ir- 
win is one’ of a committee appointed by the 
Presbytery to orgauizo a church East ol Har- 
risonburg—for which a petition was presented 
—yet the statement that ho “ 

expects to de- 
vote his labors to that field, or any other in 
the county, is entirely unauthorised and ineor- 
iect 
_ 

The Paper on which the Central Pred>yte- 
rian has appeared for some weeks is far from 
being satisfactory. After one or two issues, a 

better article will be used. 

Dr. Newman’s Analysis of parties in the 
Established Church of England, which may 

be found on the 4th page, should be carefully 
read by all persons who wi-h to understand the 
present posture ot the great controversy now 

so deeply agitating that part of Christendom. 

Subscribers in St.# Louis, Missouri, will 
find their accounts with S. W. Barber, who 
lias kindly consented to receive subscriptions. 

Subscribers at Columbia, Tennessee, can pay 
to W. II. Engle, who has a list of tho sub- 
scriptions now due. 

PROOF-READING. 

All printers and editors will appreciate the 
remarks of the iVcic York Watchman on this 

subject, a part of which we insert. If the 
readers of newspapers understood one-half of 
the difficulties in procuring accuracy, instead 
of wondering and scolding at mistakes, they 
would be surprised that Jiere are not more. 

‘‘How few persons appreciate the services of 
a proof-reader! He is one uf tho most itn-( 
portant agents in the production of a cor- 

rect literature, and the one of whom no reader I 

seems ever to think. His is the most thank- 
less of all the employments among men. Let 
him bring out a paper without a fault for 
weeks and weeks in succession, and nobody 
thinks of him, nobody thanks him. But 
let him allow an error to go uncorectcd, 
and immediately he is known only to be cen- 

sured. lie has no thanks for his laborious 
patience, but blame if lie be not faultless.— 
Ho is certain of oue of things, forgetfulness or 

censure. We take this occasion to give our 

conscience satisfaction by saying that we now 

and here forgive all and singular the errors our 

proof-readers have failed to correct, and to 
thank them for all the accuracy they have se- 

cured for our journal during the year, and for 
the correction of all our own mistakes of care- 
lessness or ignorance made by those vigilant 
gentlemen. 

fn general, human life is much after this 
fashion. A man goes on through years of 
blameless living and no one notices or thanks 
him; but an error, a mistake, a slip, will at- 
tract to him the attention of censure. None 
but God knows what struggles, what careful- 
ness, what watchfulness, have been necessary 
to secure the propriety which has marked his 
course for years, nor what circumstances of 
trial created the weakness which caused him 
to let go his hold for a moment. ‘God is not 
unmindful’ is the blessed assurance of Holy 
Scripture. 

Let us take the proof of the last year and 
correct jui uie uc» cuuiou ui me ue-\u 

us be pitiful and forbearing toward the faults 
of others. 

“ What’s done we partly may compute, 
But know not what’s resisted.” 

Agents Wanted.—The proprietors of the 
“ Richmond Eclectic Magazine," wish to em- 

ploy well qualified agents to extend its circula- 
tion in all parts of the United States. To 
such, when suitably recommended, a liberal 
commission will be allowed. As this Magazine 
finds an open door among all classes and denomi- 
nations of Christians, an agency may be made 
quite remunerative. Address Iloge & Brown, 
Box 452, Richmond, Va. 

Richmond Eclectic Magazine—To Book- 
sellers and Newsdealers—By an arrange- 
ment made with the Editors the entire whole- 
sale trade of the Eclectic lias been placed in our 

hands. We therefore request dealers to send 
their orders direct to instead of the Editors, 
with the assurance that they will bo promptly 
attended to. 

White k Howard. Stationers, 
No. 1011 Main Street, Richmond, Va. 

Hollywood Memorial Bazaar, ho 
Executive CommiWoo crotrawTTTT 4 

.. -J. .1. .1. I.v 

the advice of judicious friends in this city and 
elsewhere, to postpone the opening from Feb- 
ruary 4th, to April 23d. They liavo carefully 
considered the interests of the cause and the 
difficulties to be encountered in this inclement 
season with transportation aud mail facilities 
even so much delayed in all parts of the South, 
and trust their friends will not relax their ef- 
forts in behalf of the Bazaar from this chaDge, 
but only snake the extension of time result in 
advantage to it. Any boxes ready to bo for- 
warded or now on the way, will be received by 
Beckham &Co., 1104 Cary street, Richmond. 

Fon mr Central Pr.ESBTTrai.4N. 

Samuel P. Hawes. 

Within a few months the city of Richmond 
has been sorely bereaved by the deaths of 
several of its old and highly honored citizens. 
Among these was Mr. Samuel P. Hawes, 
whose long residence hero and exemplary 
character in all the relations of life, gained for 
him the kind regards of the whole community, 
uud whose sudden removal produced a general 
and profound impression of sorrow. 

Mr. Hawes was born in Dorchester, Massa- 
chusetts, in 1799, and removed to Richmond 
when about eighteen years of age. He soon 

gained the friendship of Dr. John II. Rice; 
became a member of his church in 1823, and 
at once entered on a course of Christian activi- 
ty wmcn continued uninterrupted, with Tvery 
change of residence, until tiro close of his life. 

In 1S25 he was united in marriage with Miss 
Judith A., daughter of William S. Smith, of 
Olncy, and neice of Mrs. Drury Lacy, of Prince 
Edward, Va. 

In 1S27 he removed to Amelia county, then 
to Lunenburg, and afterwards to Powhatan. 
During his residence in each of these counties 
he made his influenco felt as a member and 
office-bearer of the Church, and as a Sabbath 
School teacher aud Superintendent. Indeed 
this was his favorite field of usefulness. His 
careful preparation of the lessons, his punctual 
attendance, his faithful instructions, his warm 

sympathy for the young, eudeared him to his 
pupils, and made him greatly profitable io them. 

He lived to see many of them grown up to 
be beads of families aud consistent members 
of the church, who ascribed their first reli- 
gious impressions to his kind fidelity as a 

Sabbath School teacher. 
In 1S45 lie removed from Powhatan to Rich- 

mond, and connecting himself with the 2d 
Presbyterian church socn after its organization, 
lie was made one of the building committee 
for tbc erection of its house of worship. With 
unremitting interest he watched its progress 
from the laying of the corner stone to the plac- 
ing of the cap-stone upon it at its completion. 
He was present at its dedication, and during 
all the years of his connection with it lie was 

one of its most regular attendants. Nothing 
kept him from the IIouso of God but some 

providential interposition. He was as certain 
to be in his seat in the evening as at the morn- 

ing service, and was found in his accustomed 
place, twice, on the last day of his life. Dear 
to his descendents will bo tho House with 
which his memory is more associated than with 
any other on earth, save his own home. 

One of the special mercies of God, for which 
he often expressed his gratitude, was that of 
permitting him to see all of his children mem- 
bers of the Church of Christ, and one of his 
sons a minister of the-gospcl. 

The season at which his death occurred 
rendered the event touchingly impressive. His 
children had gathered to their old home to cel- j 
ebrate Christmas day once more together; but ; 
an the 24th of December he had a sudden 
stroke which rendered him insensible, was car- : 

:ied homo, and in a short time expired. Those i 

who came to enjoy with him a season of social 

festivity remained to weep over his grave.— 
But not as those who have no hope'. Sadly I 

as they deplore his loss, they believe that to 

him to die was gain. And now that the earthly 
circle has been twice broken, they anticipate 
the time, when ns one after another follows, it i 
will be to form a circle in Heaven -not one 

member ol the household absent or missing. 

For thk Central Presbyterian. 

The Action of our General Assembly 
Concerning Freedmen. 

Hampden Sidney College, Jan. 25, ’67. 
It was shown in your last number, that, by 

the admission of Freedmen into her ministry, 
the Church in the Southern States would not 
render herself justly liable to the charge of 
inconsistency. Another, and in the eyes of 
some, a more serious objection to the exten- 

sion to colored men of the privilege of becom- 
ing rulers and teachers, in the Church of God, 
lies in their supposed want, present and pros- 
pective, of qualifications for such a work. It 
is thought by some that the curse which con- 

signed the posterity of Ham to servitude, im- 
pressed upon them such a character as must 
forever render them unfit to assume the sacred 
and awful responsibilities of the Christian 
ministry. They may indeed become the sub- 
jects of renewing grace, but never can they be 
qualified fcftfce-part in the government or in- 
struction of the Church. 

To all this, it might be sufficiently replied 
that no one desires colored men, or any other 
men, if destitute of proper qualifications, to be 
advanced to any office of the Church. If 
the Church therefore assert the principle we 

advocate, and no colored person be found now, 
or hereafter, fit for the ministry, then not one 

would be ordained to the ministry, and so no 

evil would result 
But, not to insist on this point—is it certain 

that the curse of Noah did stamp upon the 

posterity of Ilam, moral or intellectual imbe* 
cility? Egypt, Phenicia, Carthage, were all 
peopled by tho descendants of Ilam ; how 
many countries of remote antiquity were made 
more illustrious than these through the encr- 

ergy, tho intrepidity, and the intellectual en- 

dowments of their sons. Egypt was to Europe 
the mother of science and art. She was the 

preceptress oi ureece nerselt. Jne monu- 
ments of her mechanic skill and industry are 

even now the wonder and reproach of modern 
civilization. Tyre and Sidon—the Venice and 
Genoa of tbo old world—made tributary to 
their commerce the most distant lands known 
to the indents. Their marineife were beyond 
all question or competition, the boldest, the 
most skilful, and the most successful naviga- 
tors of antiquity. By learned men they are 

supposed indeed to have anticipated some 

splendid maritime discoveries which illustrated 
the earlier annals of modern history. Car- 
thage, who for so many years contended for 
the mastery with proud Rome herself, pro- 
duced perhaps the most splendid military 
genius the world has ever seen. Now if such 
were some of the children of Ham, can it be 
supposed that the curse of Noah entailed im- 
potence and frivolity over the whole race so 

that tfot one of that family, though the subject 
of the blessed influences of God’s spirit, can 

ever be worthy a place in the ministry of the 
Presbyterian Church ? 

Ther$ can indeed be no reasonable doubt 
that many illustrious preachers and divines in 

were person? of Hamivic 4c- 

seats of Theological learning and influence 
were in Egypt and North Africa; we know 
that the bishops of those countries numbered 
many hundreds, and when there was not the 
slightest trace of the inclination to exclude 
men from any office in the Church on the 
ground of descent, it can hardly be doubted 
that very many of African blood were distin- 
guished teachers and rulers of the Church, 

j But it may be said that though children of 
| Ilam, none of the persons to whom reference 

j has been made were negroes, and that their 
possession of the highest qualities of mind or 

! heart does not prove that the negro can ever 
I become a fit depository of ministerial author- 
ity. This plea evidently involves the relin- 
quishment of the ground that the curse of 
Noah produced the alleged incapacity of the 
negro. Why should that curse fall more heav- 
ily upon him than upon others of the race of 
Ham ? Why especially should a curse which 
was pronounced immediately against Canaan 
inflict imbecility upon the negro whom no one 

pretends to be a descendant of Canaan, when 
such high qualities were exhibited by the 
Phoenicians and Cnrthagenians, who were his 
offspring. 

Nor, when wc call to mind the circumstances 
in which the negro has hitherto been placed, 
does there npppear anything in his present 
condition, mental or moral, to forbid the hope 
that in time he may he qualified to exercise 
the functions of a Christian minister T?e. 

member his stnte of savagery when brought to 
theso shores; see how great his progress in 
civilization, und recollect how for thirty, aye, 
for forty years, that progress has been impeded 
by restrictions—many of them necessarily con- 

sequent on the efforts of his false friends to 
make him discontented with his situation, and 
to sow discord between himself and bis master. 
With all these drawbacks the progress of the 
negroes has been wonderful, and to-day they 
arc a better people than some from whom our 

missionaries do not hesitate to recruit the 
ranks of the Christian ministry. Learn the 
particulars of the life and character of Jack 
Stuart, of Nottoway county,—(the Uncle Jack 
of Dr. White’s little work,) or of Ex-Presi- 
dent Pioberts of Liberia, and ask yourself if 
the peoplo from whom they sprang are so in- 
ferior in character to Hindoos or South Sea 
Inlanders that they must he excluded from a 

ministry to which these latter may be pre- 
ferred. 

And in the future, the American negro may 
attain an elevation far superior to any that his 
race has ever reached. Enlightened self-inter- 
est, to mention no nobler motive, ought un- 

doubtedly to lead the people of the South to 
favor his improvement. We cannot bear to 
have him hanging a moral corpse about the 
neck of our community—a burden and an of- 
fenso. For our own sakes we must imbue him 
with right principles, train him to correct hab- 
its, and enlighten his intellect by suitable in- 
struction. As'far as we can, we must give 
him the life of knowledge, nnd of moral and 
religious principle. Now in these views the 
best and most enlightened men at the South 
arc rapidly uniting. They declare their desire 
that the negro be educated ; not merely that 
ho bo taught to read, hut that he receive as 

thorough and extensive an education as cir- 
cumstances will permit to he given him. We 
find, for example, Governor Orr, of South 
Carolina, thus recommending the work of the 
principal of one of the colored schools of 
Charleston: “I heartily approve of the 
-cheme of Mr. Cardozo to educate thoroughly 
die colored children of Charleston. ” The llov. j 
Dr. Smyth, of Charleston, writes of the same j 
person thus : “I can loth cordially recom-j 
neud Mr. Cardozo and his enterprize.” Sim- 
lar testimonials were furnished Mr. Cardozo I 

by a number of the most distinguished citi-1 
zens of Charleston, including the Lieutenant 

^ 
Governor of South Carolina, the Mayor of' 
the city, Mr. Trenholm, late Secretary of the 

Treasury of the Confederate States, and the ! 
Rector of Grace (Episcopal) Church. 

So likewise at the meeting of the Education- 
al Association of' Virginia, held last July at 

the University of the State, and attended by a 

number of the Professors of the University of 
the Military Institute, of the colleges, acade- 
mies and private schools of Virginia, the fol- 
lowing resolution, offered by Mr. Ilart, was 

adopted unanimously: 
“That in the estimation of this Association 

it is a laudable enterprize on the part of any 
Southern man or woman, to engage in the in- 
struction of the Freedmen, wit h a view to ele- 
vate their character, and to adupt them to the 
successful discharge of the new duties imposed 
upon them by their changed condition.” 

But it is farther objected that the ordination 
of colored men would necessarily introduce a 

social equality and intermingling with the 
whites, the very thought of which is revolting, 
and which if not in itself immoral, must prove 
demoralizing. It is difficult to discuss this ar- 

gument without the suggestion of ideas which 
few Southern men can consider without intense 
disgust. 

This much may be said however: 
In the first place, the objection as it has 

sometimes been urged, i9 founded on a total 

misapprehension of the authority conferred by 
ordination in the Presbyterian Church. 

Ordination gives tho minister authority to 

preach but in no pulpit except that of his own 

church and that of a church to which he shall 
be sent, or in which ho may be invited by some 

ecclesiastical court, by the session or pastor to 

minister. 
It gives no authoiity to go through the 

world, preaching to every congregation, will- 

ing or unwilling, that may lie in his way. 
Still less docs it oblige every member of a 

church into which he sfcdl thrust .himself to 

attend on his preaching. 
Least of all does it hind the minister or the 

people on whom his services may he obtruded, 
to admit him as a social equal to their hyies. 

Should colored men be ordained, then their 
ministrations, in all ordinary cases, will be con- 

fined to churches that prefer to have them, and 
these I presume, will he chm ahes composed of 
colored ooronne 

But should a white congregation invite such 
a minister to preach to them, the Presbytery 
ought certainly to depose no obstacle to his 
performance of the service, but then it would 
not follow that he must be entertained as a so- 

cial equal, by any white family of the church. 
Some forty years ago, before the insurrec- 

tion headed by tho negro Nat Turner, and 
the growing and aggressive fanaticism of the 
North, had moved the Legislatures of the 
Southern States to prohibit the separate wor- 

ship of the blacks, a colored minister named 
Erskine, who had been licensed, and perhaps 
ordained, by a Presbytery in the South, preach- 
ed repeatedly in churches of this county and 
the adjoining counties. Largo congregations 
of whites attended these services, but the 
preacher was entertained, as he expected to be 
entertained, by people of his own color alone. 
Some fifteen years ago, President Roberts vis- 
ited the town of Petersburg, in tho neighbor- 
hood of which he had been brought up. ITo 
was treated respectfully of course, by such cit- 
izens of the place as happened to meet with 

him, or with whom he had business relations, 
but he neither expected to be entertained by 

■"Them, «or did he seek entertaiument at any 
ngtnwrwf.i ■■ ... iw « iuhl utuy are 

lodged at tho house of a colored woman, a 

person indeed of great respectability and a 

near connetfion of his own. 

I3 it said that these things happeued before 
the war, and before the blacks as a race were 

free? That now ministers of their blood 
would expect to mingle in the society of whites 
if they share the church privileges of whites? 
The reply is obvious. At the North these 
people have long been free. They have the 
same ecclesiastical status as the whites, but do 
they minglo socially with them? There are in 
Philadelphia, I believe, colored ministers of 
the Episcopal Church, do they moet in the 
familiarities of social intercourse with their 
white brethren? I presume not. Therehaslong 
been acolored Presbyterian church in Princeton, 
and lately a colored pastor has taken charge of 
that church. Is he entertained on a footing of 
social equality by the citizens of Princeton?— 
by the Professors, for example—radical though 
they be—of the College and Seminary? 

In conclusion, it may be observed that the 
principle of this argument would prevent all 
attempts to raise the colored race from their 
present debased condition. Every degree in 
which they are elevated increases their respec- 
tability, and brings them nearer to the whites. 
If they are to be educated, if they are to bo 
trained to habits of industry and self-reliance 
—if above all they are to be trained to habits 
of integrity, truth and moral purity, the pro- 

Lability will be just so fur iucreascd, of their 
finding their way into the society of the virtu- 
ous and refined of the white race. 

But should this consideration induce us de- 
liberately to consign them to ignorance, and 
destitution, and moral infamy? 

To that question I trust we all feel there can 
be but one reply. 

J. M. P. Atkinson. 

American Colonization Society. 
0 

This Society has just held a semi-centennial 
Anniversary in Washington, D. C. The An- 
nual Report showed the actual receipts during 
the year were: 

From donations, $10,795; from legacies, 
$37,044; and from other sources, $11,185; 
making a total of $59,583. The disburse- 
ments for the same period were: For the sup- 
port of emigrants on the passage, and six 
months after landing in Liberia, $48,849; to- 
wards the purchase and fitting out of the ship 
Golconda, $13,000; for running expenses of 
her present voyage, $6,000; and for other pur- 
poses, $17,013:^ making a total of $84,762, 
compelling the Society to realize invested funds 
to meet the difference of $25,188. The Socie- 
ty now has a ship that can comfortably carry 
660 emigrants at a time, and make two voyages 
a year. 

The ship Golconda sailed from Charleston, 
South Carolina, November 21st, with exactly 
600 emigrants on board, of whom 194 were 
from Macon, Georgia: 167 from Newberry, 
South Carolina; 144 from Knoxville, Tennes- 
see; 52 from Chafleston, South Carolina, and 
43 irom Columbia, South Carolina. Of these, 

'206 arc to settle at Sinou, 181 at Carysburg, 
155 at Cape Mount, and 58 at Cape Palmas 

A large proportion of the emigrants arc pro- 
fessors ot religion, of whom it is known that 
70 arc Methodists, 56 are Baptists, 13 are Pres- 
byterians, and two arc Episcopalians. Among 
them is a regularly organized church—“ The 
Macon Baptist Church of Sinou County, 
Liberia —consisting of pastor, two deacons, 
and twenty-six members. 

A high degree of intelligence is shown in 
that 77 can read, 20 can both read and write, 
and two have bad the advantages of u collegi- 
ate education. 

The trades or callings are represented by 78 I 
farmers, 33 laborers, 15 carpenters, 13 shoe- j makers, 9 bricklayers, 9 blacksmiths, 4 wheel- j wrights, 3 coopers, 3 tailors, 2 millers, 2cooks, 
1 iron-moulder, J silversmith, 1 gunmaker, 1 
waterman, 1 gunsmith, 1 engineer, J goldsmith, 
1 dentist, and 1 photographer. 

Three emigrants sailed from Salem Decern- 

her 21st. Eighteen persons were sent xwthe 

Pennsylvania Colonization Society. 
These G21 emigrants were the largest Hig- 

her sent in any one year since 1854. 
Since the departure of the Golconda, near- j 

ly G50 applications have been 'received from ( 

vurious Southern points, for passage to Libc- , 
ria. This country is growing in the elements 
of national stability. The planting of coffee ; 

and sugar, and the manufacture of cotton cloth, 
have increased during the past year. '1 he 

natural richness of that region is enormous, 

and will sooner or later support a large com- 

merce on that coast. 
Several leading powers of the world have re- 

cently given evidence of their regard for Libe- 
ria. By order of the Emperor of Russia, a 

first-class Russian frigate made a complimen- 
tary visit to Monrovia. Sweden also sent a 

national vessel on a similar errand. 
Liberia College is doing well; one student 

will graduate at the end of the collegiate year, 
and five from the Preparatory Department will 
be ready to enter. 

The American Colonization Society was 

founded in Washington, D. C., Dec. 21st, 
1826. It has had five Presidents, viz.: Hon. 
Bushrod Washington, lion. Charles Carroll, 
ex-President James Madison. Hon. Henry 
Clay, and the lion. John H. B. Latrobe, who 
still coutinues in office. 

The whole amount of its receipts during the 

fifty years of its existence has been $2,140,286, 
or including the amounts received by the State 
Colonization Societies, $2,557,085. rihis So- 

ciety lias given passage to 11,999 persons of 
color sent in 147 vessels or voyages, and, what 
is a remarkable providence, not one of the 
vessels with emigrants on board has been 
wrecked or lost. 

The officers of the last year were re-clectcd. 
It was resolved, that in view of the great work 
to be accomplished, it was highly desirable and 
necessary that $100,000 be raised during the 
current year, and that measures should be im- 
mediately taken by the Executive Committee 
to raise this sum.—Presbyterian. 

|Uli§i0ti3 UntflUgcucc. 
FROM THE SOUTHERN STATES. 

The Post Office address of the Rev. John II. 
Bocock D. D., is Halifax Court House, Vir- 

ginia, at which place correspondents will please 
address him. 

Rev. J. R. Dows Post Office address is 
changed from Aiken, to Charleston, South 
Carolina, care of Roper & Storey. 

The Post Office address of Rev. J. Y. Wat- 
son is changed from Rock Hill. S. Carolina, to 
Camden, Arkansas. 

The rost ujfice address or ixev. n. r. i\en- 

nedy is changed from Dunmore, West Ya., to 
Goshen Bridge, Rockbridge county, Yirginia. 
Mr. Kennedy will supply Lebanon Church in 
Lexington Presbytery. 

Rev. Dr. Plumer.—We are happy to be able 
to announce that the Rev. Dr. Plumer has ar- 

rived in this place, (Columbia, S. C.,) and has 
entered upon his duties in the Seminary as 

Professor of Didactic and Polemic Theology. 
Several new students have been received 

during the past few weeks. The present term 
end? on the 21st of May next.—Southern Pres- 
byterian. 

Collection for Sustentation.—Rev. Dr. 
Woodrow, one of our Committee of Sustenta- 
tion, says in tho last Southern Presbyterian : 

“ We learn that many of our churches failed 
to take up the collection for Sustentation en- 

joined by the recent General Assembly, in con- 

sequence of the inclemency of the weather on 
the day appointed. We beg leave to remind 
our brethren where this failure has occurred, 
that the Assembly provided for such a contin- 
gency by enjoining that the collection be taken 
up on the earliest convenient day after the first 
Sabbath in January, if, for any cause, it had 
not been done on that day. We hope, there- 
fore, that all our congregations will yet have 
the opportunity of contributing to this cause. 

“From all we can hear of the collections al* 
• i—rrir «■!■■■ n>. w Unt wnfcnow hw 

lieve that, if all the churches have done equal- 
ly well, there will be funds enough to enable 
us to carry on our missionary work with effi- 
ciency. If the collections have not been gen- 
eral, (as, we are pained to say, they have not 
usually been in the past,) we will be greatly 
crippled during the whole year. 

“We trust, however, that every church 
within our bounds, even the feeblest, will do 
something—will do what it can—and thus by 
united action in this great work evince the 
unanimity and harmony of feeling which every 
where prevail. 

Hard Times.— A correspondent of the Asso- 
ciate Reformed Presbyterian—which is the 
old Due West Tdescojte revived—speaking of 
the afflictions their church has suffered, says: 

“ Our College fell a victim to the recent rev- 
olution, but now attempts to rise out of the 
ashes of what did seem to be a hopeless ex- 
tinction. Out of $75,000 of an Endowment 
Fund but a small proportion of it will ever be 
available money. As to a Theological Semina- 
ry, it has more of a name than a reality, at 
least for the present. In the broken state of 
the country many of our pastors are now suf- 
fering from poorly paid salaries, which taken 
in connection with the loss of their private 
property by the war induces the necessity of 
their resorting to secular callings to provide for their families. This, of course, must mili- 
tate against the spiritualities of the ministry 
as also against the spiritual prosperity of the 
Church.” 

The writer very propperly counsels his breth- 
ren to have “faith in the overruling provi- 
dence of God” which “ rules even in Chaos.” 
And certainly his words are well chosen when 

vauvuo IV uvuwty 1IJ LtlU ficr> LUO U1 

God: 
“We need energy as an offset to that 

inactivity and indolence which our present dis- 
ordered state of affairs is so well calculated to 
produce. Many of our people are desponding and are consequently inactive. In proportion 
as a farmer’s premises and fields are out of 
order, so should he be energetic in his attempts 
to re-repair and to improve them. If the en- 
closures around the spiritual vineyard are 
broken down, we should arise and build after 
the manner of Nehcmiah and the Jews. It 
accords neither with the dictates of wisdom 
nor with the precepts of our religion to be idle 
in the midst of such a disordered, declining 
state of affairs. There is certainly enough of 
coldness, of lukewarmness, of unfaithfulness, of 
disorder, of impiety in the‘Church to require 
the utmost energy on the part of those who 
are workmen in Zion to remedy or to remove 
as the case may be.” 

licv. D. R. Duvall, formerly of Virginia, 
but who. with his family emigrated to Cordo- 
va, in Mexico, has returned, and has taken 
pastoral work in Louisiana. He speaks very 
nighly ot the natural advantages of Mexico, 
but dissuades emigration thither. 

Erskine College, under the care of the As- 
sociate Reformed Church South, has about 40 
students. 

Dr. Plumer and the Columbia Theological 
Seminary.—Under this heading, the North- 
Western Presbyterian, published at Chicago, 
says: 

“Dr. Plumer is a thorough Presbyterian, 
ardently attached to the whole Church, and 
sincerely desirous of its welfare. lie is, more- 

over, n wise counsellor, and will throw his 
whole influence against extreme measures, and 
in favor of Christian forbearance and moder- 
ate action in the Southern Church. Wc an- 

ticipate great good from his transfer to the 
South, in this direction. 

“The Seminary at Columbia suffered much 
by the war; and yet, compared with other in- 
stitutions, it was greatly lavored. Its friends 
claim that a kind Providence was over it. Its | 
line buildings and libraries escaped the devour- 
ing element in the day of fierce conflagration; 
and its funds, though partially waited, or lost, 
are by no means entirely gone. A large por- 
tion of them had been so invested as to be safe; 
and they are now productive. The professors, 
also, with the exception of Dr. Thornwell, j 
whose chair Dr. Plumer is now to fill, still j live. The church there contemplates with joy ; 

the speedy training of her own sons in num- 

bers adequate to the filling of her pulnits, and 
to the domestic missionary work. All will re- 

joice in her spiritual prosperity.” 

✓ 
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Coming Bad:.—A correspondent of the St. 
Louis and Louisville Advocate writing from 
Kentucky, says: Our colored members have 
or more than a year been in a very unsettled 
tondition. There are three distinct parties in 
he field who wi.-h to proselyte them, and il 
lot to “glory in their flesh,” at least to glory 
n the number of their names. Their old 
riends, the Baptists, still invite them down 
nto the water. The Zion and Bethel Black 
Methodist Churches each claim, and the great 
Methodist Episcopal Church of the North is 
making mighty efforts to obtain permission to 
lount their names. Several congregations 
liavc changed their Church relations two or 

tlrec times, and are back again ynder the care 

af their best friends—the ministry and mem- 

bership of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
south. If we properly carry into execution 
our Confederate resolutions, 1 believe a 

majority of our colored members will finally 
settle down in the happy enjoyment of their 
privileges and rights as members of our 

Church.” 
Presbyterian Union.—A convention met in 

Pittsburg on the 17th instant, to consider the 
subject of the union of the Presbyterian 
churches of this country. It was assembled 
upon tlirv invitation of an influential Pres- 
bytery of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, 
a quarter from which such a move would have 
been least expected, and where the tenacious, 
inflexible spirit of the old Covenanters might 
rather he looked for, The Convention was 

not largely attended, and chiefly by those 
close around Pittsburg. Among the persons 
present from the Old School Presbyterian 
Church, were Drs. Beatty, Howard, A. A. 
Ilodge, Marshall, Jacobus; United Presbyte- 
rian Church, Drs. Easton and Gracey; lie- 
formed Presbyterian Church, Drs. Douglacs 
and Scott, with a number of ruling elders. 
I)r. Beatly presided. 

The Presbyterian gives substance of what 
was done thus: 

“ The only business transacted was the re- 

affirmation ot the principles contained in the 
call issued for the meeting of the convention 
by the Reformed Presbytery of Pittsburg. 
This was as far as the meeting could go, and 
quite as far as it was desirable that it should 
go. The discussions did uot partake of the 
character of debates, for all seemed (o l>e of 
one mind, but they very clearly revealed the 
views of all parties, wiiich were that an organic 
union of the divided sections of Presbyterian- 
ism was possible, and should he steadily aimed 
at until it was accomplished. Provision was 

made for anothor meeting of the convention at 
an early date, and the good work so happily 
commenced is to he cariied on, wo. hope with- 
out abatement of interest, to a point where 
the long-divided churches of the Presbyterian 
faith and order in this land will be found one— 

so thoroughly one, that they shall not ajjatn he 

separated. 
Unicersalism in Boston.—For many years, 

indeed since Universalism had a name, Boston 
has been its head-quarters and the seat of its 
strength. Here Ballou, Deane, and Streeter, 
as well as Murray, the founder of the order, 
flourished. It had its day, and then began a 

decline that has affected all the societies of its 
name in all New England. The ‘ocietv of fifty 
years standing in Portland has disbanded, and 
no organization arises to take its place. In 
Boston the old Murray society, the mother of 
them all, has gone down, and the house is oc- 

cupied for a Baptist BethcL The church of 
Mr. Deane, who was Mr. Murray’s colleague, 
has passed into other hands, and the society 
has ceased to exist. And below Dover street, 
which embraces all of Boston proper, as it ex- 

isted for many years, there is but one society 
of this sect, though at one time it numbered 
five. 

Congregatio)ial Statistics.—The whole num- 

ber of Congregational churches within the 
bounds of tne United States, as this year re- 

ported, is 2,780. Last year it was 2,723. In 
Canada and the Provinces there aro 120 
churches. There is therefore a total on this 
Western Continent of 2.000 churches. 

Of these churches 343 are in Maine, 183 in 
New Hampshire, 191 in Vermont, 403 in Mas- 

necticut, 222 in New York. J05 in Ohio, 34 in 
Indiana, 222 jn Illinois, 150 in Michigan, 158 
in Wisconsin, 106 in Iowa, CO in Pennsylvania, 
93 in Canada, and the rest are scattered in 
smaller numbers through various States, Ter- 
ritories and British Provinces. Missouri has 
29 of these. 

The total number of Congregational minis- 
ters in the United States is given this year as 
2.919. against 2,761 last year. In Canada and 
the Provinces there are 90 this year, and 86 
last year, so that the whole number is 3,009 
the present year, and 2,888 last year. Of these 
only 862 are reported as settled pastors, while 
912 are acting pastors or stated supplies, and 
236 are either pastors or stated supplies. Of 
the rest 879 are not eDgage*d in the pastoral 
work. Very many of these are professors in 
colleges and theological schools, or teachers in 
academies and private schools. 

The total membership in the churches with- 
in the bounds of the Lnitcd States is 267,454 
against 263,296 last year. Adding the mem- 

bership in Canada and the Provinces and it 
stands 272,975 this, and 269.062 last year. 

In the matter of benevolent contributions 
tbe whole sum returned is $1,024,720 86. Of 
this sum Massachusetts gave $392,244 09; 
Connecticut, $257,164 CO; New York, $93,- 
130; Maine, $49,409; New Hampshire, 44,- 
905; Ohio, $41,396; Vermont, $38 5S3 62, 
and from other States smaller sums varying 
from $25,000 downward. The whole sum giv- 
en itt charity in all the States and Territories 
would not probably fall far short of $1.500,- 
000. 

Unitarian Bishops.—A Committee on 
Christian Unions, consisting of James Free- 
man Clarke, Hon. John G. Pulfrey. nnd Rev. 
Eli Fay, in a report to the American Unitarian 
A«sfir>inMnn n iJin lil-o tlmnl.l 

Methodist Circuit system. The Committee 
says: “Our plan contemplates briefly this 
change. Instead of having a minister in every 
church, as now, let us have a minister presid- 
ing over several churches. In other words, let 
us return to the origin of the episcopate, in 
which every church had its own officers chosen 
from among themselves, who were not clergy- 
men but laymen; and one presiding overseer, 
who had the charge of several churches.” 

On the Increase.—Rev. Theron Baldwin, 
Secretary of the Western College Association, 
recently reported that within the last five years 
the bequests and donations to American instr- 
tutions of learning have amounted to the large 
sum of seven millions of dollars, and that the 
sum contributed last year was two millions of 
dollars—being considerably 'more than ever 
before.'* 

The Pacific soys that Rev. Dr. Wadsworth 
has finally decided to remain in San Francisco, 
notwithstanding the urgent call he has had to 
go East. 

Recantation.— Rev. Mr. Reidel publishes a 
letter in tho Christian Intelligencer, Now 
York, from which it appearsthat he abandoned 
the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church of 
America for the purpose of joining the Roman 
Catholic Church, and that he now lorsakes his 
new friends, with the following confession: “I 
only wish now to say that by the most indubita- 
ble evidence, I have now become thoroughly 
and most sufficiently acquainted with the awful 
corruption of that mysterious and horrible 
body, called the ‘Roman Catholic Church.” 

The Union Theological Seminary.—The 
catalogue of the Union Theological Seminary 
of New York, just published, shows that the 
number of students is one hundred and lilt ;en, 
that they are graduates ot twenty-three col- 
leges, universities, Ac., and are fioui fourteen 
States, Canada, and tho Hawaiian Islands. 
The library of tho Seminary contains 26,000 
volumes. 

lb* Central Church, Chicago, (formerly 
Dr. F. T. Brown’s,) has sob! its church build- 
ing to the “Campbellites.” 

No More Re-ordinations.—The Church 
Union takes the ground that there ought to 
be no more re-ordinations—that the Evangeli- 
cal churches should recognize each other’s 
ministers as lawful ministers of Christ, and 
their ministerial acts as valid. 

The lion. Isaac Davis has given to the New- 
ton Theological Seminary $1,000, the interest 
uf which is to be given to some student of 
that institution preparing for the ministry, 
upon the condition that as a rule bo shall 
preach without notes. » 
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