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“Child, I Will Take Thy Hand."” ' \'cry' justly does the editor 91‘ the they have forsaken the plantations, and | crease is as small a'proportion as We For Tog CENTRAL Wux. FOR THE CENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN.
A New York Observer say: “It is well | herded together in cities, towns, and vil- [ could offer to him. If we can give one- —a S
A REPLY TO ~FATHER, TAKE MY HAND. known, that to a considerable extent, the i lages? That many of them are idle and | seventh of our time, suFély we can give How can We get E y Poor to Churcly? |To the Grand-children of Rev. J
The way is dark, my child ! but leads to light, lutc‘mastcrs still retain tl.w affection an:il | dissolute; that theft, burglary, highway | one-tenth of the increasé of substance. - : — C. Leach, D. D.
I would not always have thee walk by sight; confidence of the emancipated blacks.” | robbery have multiplied fearfully among The poor man with a small income, and a find in a late number of your es- e we T

My dealings now thou canst not understand.
I meant it so: bat I will take thy hand,
And through the gloom,
Lead safely home,
My child.

The day goes fast, my child! bat is the night
Darker to me than day? In me is light;
Keep close to me, and every spectral band

And through the night
Lead up to light
My child!

The way is long, my child ! but it shall be
Not one step longer than is best for thee,
And thou shall know at last, when thou shalt
stand
Safe st the goal, how I did take thy hand,
And quick and seraight
Lead to heaven's gate
My child!

The path is rough, my child ! but oh ! how sweet
Will be the rest, for weary pilgrims meet,

When you shall reach the borders of that land .

To which I lead thee, as I take thy hand,
And safe and blest
With me shall rest
My child !

The throng is great, my child ! but at thy side

Thy Father walks ; then be not terrified,

For I am with thee; will thy foes command

To let thee freely pass; will take thy hand,
And through the throng

Lead safe along
My child !

The cross is heavy, child! Yet there was One

Who bore a heavier for thee, my Son,

My well-beloved. For him bear thine; and
stand

With him at last; and from thy Father'shand,

Thy cross hid down,
Receive a crown,

My child !
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BEeclesiastical Relations of Freedmen.

Unreasonably protracted as this series
of articles may appear to many readers
of the Central Presbyterian, it 1s certain
that something has been lost in the at-

tempt to compress within too narrow lim- |

its the diseussion of a subject of such
magnitade and importance. In what re-
mains to be said, however, I shall study
brevity more than ever, and thus will en-

My own conviction is that “the emanci-|them? Is it wonderful that in the last
pated blacks " feel more confidence in |seven years, and within the limits of the
their old masters, and in the class to | Southern States, some million have per-
which they belong, than in any other |ished; or that within the limits of the

people of any other race on earth.

One illustration of this feeling, re- by two-fifths of their whole number?

cently brought to my notice, I may be| " Nothing of this is wonderful. Itis
: ‘s subs n. Conversing late- rather to be wondered at that so many
RS kol vtk ‘3 willtks the haad. | ly on this subject with a banker in one | gre still comparatively industrious, are
s sh. t v hand, !UII tl:‘ clh_wf tl:]:t:es of the South, I was ' decent intheir conduet, are seemingly
| told by him that a number of freedmen | desirous of bringing up their families in
r:ﬁ}ﬂ;:jl."olt’lllﬁe'g tﬁ:ﬁ:rrng{ e::thwgiiﬁi ihE}}i:’S of respectability, and that so many
- o0 1Kers, still live.
he had reason to believe that 391‘1019,. if | that any thinking man from the North or
ever, were similar deposits made With | South could have expected a better re-
What better mark | sult from the change to which they have
n men than this? | heen subjected, introduced as that change
| ; : of the South|was, and conducted as that chmﬁe has
recognize the Lol cquatity of t'hc:m Pe5 | been.
' ple as church members, they will proba- | sponsibility somewhere.
bly be found as willing to connect them- | dreadful outery of these million voices
 selves with our ecclesiastical organiza- | ealling from the ground. And that ery

permitted to mention.

any Northern house.
| of confidence in Sou
' If, then, the ch

tions as with any at the North.
Still it must be confessed that this

complished by the effort.
| thing to have 1t in our hearts to perform
'a work for God and his Church, though
it happen that without any fault of ours
that work should never be accomplished.
And what service ought we to be more
| willing to perform, at the cost of some
sacrifice— nay, as men would say, at the
cost of some humiliation, than this of
| giving the Gospel to the colored people
[in our land? On two separate occasions
| does our Lord announce it as a distinguish-
ing mark of the dispensation introduced
by himself, that in it the Gospel was
| preached to the poor. And whom ought
we to look upon as eminently the poor—
the poor for whom we are to provide—but
| this landless, and homeless, and orphaned
race still in the midst of us?

for them the means of grace? Can we
say that our religion clearly exhibits thes
mark of the religion of Christ?

I have already said that there are pe-
| culiar reasons for our feeling the most
| lively interest in the evangelization of
| the negro. The very fact that for hun-

dreds of years his race has been so near-

tirely pass by some objections to the|ly connected with our own, forms such a

course previously proposed, which if time | consideration.
allowed, it might be worth while to antic- |

ipate and remove. ;
Still, one more obstacle to the adop- |
tion of this measure which I have advo. |

cated, must receive a ing notice. It moved jmeigol: and certainly, as far artieular
id the supposed dmugr.w ion “at'.wi.n-nfr:n STTCTET TN gy o PRV 4 AU R e f,‘l TTAT heTT e
such a measure would be rggarded by |in the third generation to the full privi- | ence to the proportionate amount every

many of the white communicants of our|
Church. Some, it is suggested, are so |
bitterly opposed to such a procedure |
that their attachment to the Presby-
terian Church would be greatly weak-
ened, perhaps entirely destroyed by its
occurrence. |

Now it is asked, ought the hope of
increasing the number of colored people |
on the roll of our Church, to induce us
to risk the loss of a greater number of |
the superior race’

Bat it is hard to think that any who
truly love the Presbyterian Chureh, could
rea.ny be brought to forsake her commu-
nion on such grounds. What is the

ievaneeof which they would complain ?
g'r(;t the compulsory establishment of a
colored minister as pastor in any congre- |
gation to which they might belong; not
even the requirement to hear a single
sermon ‘from a colored preacher. But|
simply that congregations which might
prefer such officers should be permitted to
have them.

It may be said, however, that accord-
ing to the scheme proposed, colored min-
isters and elders would have the right to

sit with whites in the Presbytery, and in- |

deed in all courts above the church ses-
sion. Admit it; but does this constitute
a very heavy grievance—a grievance so
intolerable as to justify secession from
the Church? Worldly men, impelled by

worldly motives are willing enough to|

meet with colored people in the transae-
tion of secular business. The merchant
sells to them, the consumer buys of them,
the banker receives their deposites. Now
why should the Christian feel hnmiliated
when associated with these same persons

| inflictio

It is an instructive cir-
cumstance that, while the children of
Moab and Ammon were excluded till their
tenth generation from the congregation of

Now should |

we not use every lawful effort to secure |

may not be the result. After we shall |
have done all in our power to win them to |
| us, they may keep themselves obstinately ‘
'aloof. But even in that case, it would |Can the Southern Church take Care of,
not follow that no good had been ac- |
It is some- |

| State of Virginia, they have diminished

I believe it nearly impossible

For all this thére is a fearful re-

There i3 a

| has been heard in the heavens.
J. M. P. ATgINSON.

For TrE CeENTRAL PRESBYTERIAN,

and Properly Cultivate the Field of
Labor Committed to Her?

In an article some time ago, I an-
swered this question in the affirmative,
and indicated in a general way how the
resources of the Church can be reached
and developed. The plans and resolu-
tions of our Church courts, no matter
how well devised or strongly worded, will
not be productive of much good, unless
the matters therein treated of, and call-
ing for the exercise of the diligence of
the Church, are brought home by the in-
dividual ministers to the individual con-
sciences of the church members.

Our plans are good—our system al-
most perfect—but the great want is the
meaus with which to work these plans,
and to keep in active operation this sys-
tem. In plain words, the great thing
we need just at this time especially, to
give a fair start to our machinery, and
in all the future to keep it in proper
working order, is the money which God
gives to his people for this very purpose.

The people have it, God has given it
to them, and will ever give it; for as he
calls upon them for service, he ever be-
stows upon them everything to enable
them to perform it. What is needed
then is instruction, for as I have said,
God's people will come up to the dis-
charge of duty justin proportion as they

the Lord, the Egyptian, much farther r;u

leges of the Hebrew worship; and this
is the reason given by Moses for the dis-

tinetion: “Thou shalt not abhor an
Egzvptian, because thou wast a stranger
in his land.” That sojourn of Israel in
Egypt, then, which was marked by the

., on the one hand, and the en-|small, and the work must languish.

durance, on the other, of so much op- |

stronger the bond between ourselves and | they are left to their own impulses; so
| the negro race? They have not been |thatmost of the money collected in our

set apart in some sequestered district,
but have been scattered over the whole

of our Southern land. They have lived | want of definite instruction from those
in the same districts, the same neighbor- | whose duty it is to impart it. By them
hoods, the same families as the whites. | this whole matter is either not presented
Shall these races abhor each other?|at all, or is not placed upon its proper
Shall they not regard one another with | ground as an act of worship; nor are
peculiar interest? Especially doesitnot | they definite enough inlaying down some
become the man of the superior race rule or rulesastotheproportionateamount
earnestly to seek the promotion of the | with which each one should thus worship
temporal and eternal well being of the| God. Too many professing Christians
poor creature who has grown up under | are satisfied with rendering to God such |
his shadow, but is now threatened with | religious service as secret, and family,

extermination as well as moral ruin?

through which we have lately passed, en-

pression and cruelty, even that sojourn ‘ matter has been and is the want of a def-
was to constitute throughout the exis-|inite rule. The general subject of giv-
tence of the Hebrew polity, a bond be-|ing to God'sservice is set before the peo-
[tween the two peoples. How much { ple with more or less urgency, and then

Again, taking into account the terrible | service they render by giving a small por-
temptations to which they were exposed, | tion of their worldly means as extra in
I must hold that the conduct of thisrace | its nature—to be rendered or not as they
| during the dreadful scenes of the war

titles them to a high place in our esteem |

and regard. Every one knows that when

| tion to 2t.

| the war hecame imminent, it was confi- |

dently expected at the North that these
| people would rise in a body and cut our
| throats. DBut se far from this, during
the whole progress of the conflict in
| eleven different States, scarcely a half

in the transaction of the business of the | dozen cases were reported of masters

Church of Christ?

That Church in |

murdered by their servants, while in a

which we are told that there is to be no [ number of instances they were indebted

barbarian, Scythian, bond or free.

It would be nounprecedented triumph of
the Gospel, did it lead men of the white
and black races, to join as brethren in
the administration of the affairs of the
Church.
Gentile—notwithstanding their mutual
hatred and contempt—to sit together at
the table of their common Lord, and to

rule and serve together in the same|

Church of Jesus Christ. Just so far as
it has prevailed in India, that Gospel
has triumphed over caste, consecrated
though it has been by the memories of
two thousand years, and has brought the
Christian Drahmin to :Lt‘knnwien.lgo the
credentials of the Pariah minister of Je-
sus Christ.

But it may still be urged that though
the concurrence of the Charch should be
secured, little good would result from the
measure proposed. The blacks, it may
be thought, have been so alienated from
us, they have been taught so studiously
to mgartl us with distrust and aversion,
that nothing we may do can ever induce
them to connect themselves with our
churches, or to receive our instruction.

These views, it is earnestly hoped, are
mistaken. The great mogive of the se-
cession of the blacks from our churches
has not been, I think, any want of con-
fidence in us as men. Unceasing as have
been the efforts of our enemies to instil
this feeling into their bosoms, their sue-
cess has been wonderfully limited.

That Gospel caused Jew and |

to their servants for the preservation of
their lives or property. And when the
the country was overrun, and many of
the negroes were induced to join the
Northern army, they generally showed
themselves less rapacious and less cruel
than their allies in this war. Since the

ed a dreadful deterioration of character.
But all this, and more than this might
well have been anticipated. When ut-
terly unprepared for the responsibilities
of freemen, those responsibilities were
thrust upon them. Unused to provide
for their own wants a single week, they
are required to assume the permanent
support of themselves and their families.
Brought up to submit to authority, and
to work under the direction of a task-
master, they are suddenly called to de-
termine the questions when, where, how,
they are to labor. Accustomed to the
surveillance and discipline of the plan-
tation, where some attention—though in

general far too little attention—was paid |

to their morals, they are thrown out upon
the world with no supervision but the law,
and that a law paralyzed in its adminis-

tration over them by the contrivances of |

their professed friends. Is it wonderful
that many of them have been betrayed
into folly, and vice, and crime? That

| fix that minimum for himself, as a starting
| close of the war, they have conducted | point and rule by which to regulate this
themselves at least as well as we had | partof his religious service.
reason to expect. Not but that they have | there are good reasons why the tithe
been chargeable with many and griev- | should be recommended as that minimum.
ous faults; not but that they have suffer- | I will very briefly mention a few.

|

| people to their duty they must be taught

are faithfully instructed in it. And the

Christian should give to the Lord's ser-|
vice. No matter what plans be devised,

unless the consciences of the people are
enlightened upon this point, the amount
contributed for carrying on the work of
our Southern Church wili be entirely too

The great defect in reference to this

churches is the resalt of impulse, and not
of principle. And this arises from a

and public worship, and look upon the

may choose. They practically do not
believe they are under obligation to serve
God with their substance, and in propor-

. . - Wi -t’Im
ipgn vich Wik e “Domp i Ina

large family, may as
cannot afford to give God one day in
geven of the time God gi¥es him, as that
he cannot afford t& gi¥ one portion in
ten of what God bestoWs upon him as a
blessing upon his labor.. In either case
there is a call for the exggeise of faith to
believe, on the one h%&mt gix days
of labor will be more préductive of tem-
poral blessing than the labor of the whole
seven, and on the other 8and, that nine-
tenths of all the resunlts 9§ labor will be
blessed of God to go fsether and bring
more comfort, after one-tanth has been
given to him, than the wlgle could do if
retained.

4. Hence I urge th
hand setting spart % o larger
proportion) to Ged's séPvice, because it
calls for the exercise of faithin God.
According to the common method of giv-
ing, there is scarcely any exercise of
faith. Trust in God is not exercised by
him who gives a small portion of his net
profits to God's service—for heis already
sure of Wis support—he lays that aside
first and gives a little of what is left to
God. But he who, before providing for
himself, devotes a definite proportion of
all his income to the service of his Lord,
does exercise faith; and it may be a
strong faith, that God will so bless what
is left as to make it sufficient for all his
wants and comforts.

5th. I urge the adoption of this plan
because by its adoption only can the
command, “Seek ye first the kingdom
of God,” be fulfilled. It places God's
service first, where it ought to be; but
where it is not placed by the mass of his
professing people.  Self is served first,
and then God is served with what may
be left—if there is anything left.

If all the people of our Southern
Church could be brought religiously to
adopt the rule of giving one-tenth of
their income to the Church for God’s ser-
vice, not only would the treasuaries of our
various Executive Committees soon be
well supplied with the means of carrying
on all the various operations of the
Church vigorously, but God would richly
bless his people, and cause his grace to
abound toward them, that they always
having all sufficiency -in all things may
abound in every good work. 2 Cor. ix:
8. To the faithful steward he would en-
trust more.

Again I say, God hasten the day.

N. R.

argue that he

ty f before-
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or Lethi."--Horace.

The translation of this motto has not
the force of the original. The word
translated houses, should be rendered
dwelling-houses. How often do we see
old men in the decline of life, become
dsgusted with the humble country resi-
dence, in which they have lived many
years, and erect for themselves a sump-
tuous palace, just that they may die in
it.  This thought occurred to my mind
the other day, as I was sitting in the par-
lor of a costly private dwelling, erected
some years since by a rich merchant in
one of ourcities. He was not very old,
but was in feeble health, and was engaged
to be married to an elegant and accom-

| plished lady. He built & magnificent resi-

dence, furnished it in the most expensive
style, and calculated on living many
years in great splendor. As soon as he
moved into his new and elegant mansion
he was taken sick, and in a few months
died. His friends assembled for the first
time in the splendid parlors of his palace,
adorned with damask curtains, and pol-
ished mirrors, and carpets of the finest
texture, not to celebrate his wedding,
but to attend his funeral. How sad must
have been their reflectiyns, as they looked
around on the gorgeous decorations of
the house, from which the man who built
it, had been called away so suddenly, to
return no more.

A wealthy gentleman in one of the
Southern States, who had long occupied

In order to a proper arousing of our

faithfully and repeatedly in reference to
both these points, and especially in refer-
ence to the latter—that the service must
be in proportion to what God bestows up-
on them. In the former article I re-
marked that the general rule of the
Apostle—* as God has prospered " is not
definite enough—that in the present state
of the Church's work and the Church’s
conscience, there is a necessity that a
minimum proportionof one’sincomeshould
be fixed upon, as a limit belcw which the
Christian should not go. Each one could

Bat I think

1 Ithasadivine warrant. It wasthe
rule under the Mosaic dispensation. The
people of Israel were instructed by God
to give of their substance for the support
of the religious iunstitutions of the land
by tenths.

2. It has received the approbation of
God in the manifest blessings bestowed
upon those who faithfully have lived ac-
cording to this rule; as in the cases of

a distinguished post in the councils of
the nation, became dissatisfied, when far
advanced in life, with the humble but
comfortable mansion, in which his father
had lived before him. e builta palace,
such as had never been seen in the sec-
tion of the country in which he resided.
He had no family of his own, but wished
to entertain his friendggrith princely mag-
nificence. His house was surrounded
with shady groves and artificial lakes.
Before it was entirely finished he moved
into it. Shortly afterwards he spent the
evening until bed-time conversing in his
usual health and spirits with some of his
relatives. In the course of the night he
was taken gick. No oneslept in his new
residence but himself. e could eall no
person to his assistance, and in the morn-
ing he was found in a dying condition.
God had said to him, “Thou fool, this
night shalt thy soul be required of thee.”

How much better it is to secure for
ourselves a mansion in the skies, than to
be ambitious of building costly and mag-
nificent houses, in which we can live at
best but a few years! How many rich
men, proud of their wealth, build sump-
tuous palaces, only to remain as monu-
ments of their own folly! How much
better it would be, if they would expend

Abraham and Jacob, where tithes are
first mentioned; as in the case of the
Israelites as long as they fulfilled the
law; as in the case of every one who
has ever faithfully tried it. So I ven-
ture to say that no such one has ever

the poor, in acts of benevolence and
mercy. Then it might be said with re-
ference to them, when they have ended
their earthly career, when they have
passed away as a shadow from the

found good reasons for abandoning it,
except for a higher proportion. A mass |
of testimony could be gathered on this |
point.

3. It is a proportion which every one, |
no matter how poor, can give. If we|
are under obligation to serve God with
our substance, surely one-tenth of its in-

abodes of mortals; “Blessed are the
dead, who die in the Lord, for they rest
from their labors, and their works do
follow them." SENEX.

REMEMBER Christ’s time of love : when
thou wast naked, then he chose thee.
Canst thou ever have a proud heart?

their treasures in supplying the wants of“

teemed paper, an article under the above
heading, selected from the Southern
_C'imre!zman. The writer after express-
ing his own opinions on #his important
subject, requests the ences and
views of his pious readers, as to the best
mode of remedying the eyil complained
of, to-wit: the very gemeral n

the means of grace on #
poor.
The reasons assigned
this deplorable fact, fi
lack of fine clothes, &
education, &e., doubtle
sidersble influence, bw
our country churche
usunlly “fine,” and 1
&ﬂle rule, an . the—Jgse

il etifl oists to a most TOmER
gree. The reasons alleged by these ne-
glecters of public worship, are many and
various; but I do not think that either
they or the writer referred to, have pro-
perly indicated the root of the evil. In
the days of the Apostle James men in
“yile raiment,” attended the Christian
“Synagogue,” as well asthe “man with
a gold ring and in goodly apparel.”
“The poor saints at Jerusalem,” also,
must have formed a large part of the
Christian community in that city, to
judge from the prominence given to their
wants in the New Testament. And I
suspect that the principal cause of the
evil 8o general in our day, must be sought
in some characteristic difference between
our own and the Apostolic Church.

As the result of long and close obser-
vation, I would say that the poor neglect
the Church, because the Church neglects
the poor. Not that we do not invite
them, or are unwilling to give them a
comfortable sitting; but because the
Church gives no such attention to the
wants and claims of her own poor mem-
bers, as the Gospel not only recommends
but enjoins upon us. The importance of
the deacons’ office cannot be overstated.
Yet many of our churches have no dea-
cons, and of most of those which have,
it may truly be said that they have no
deacons’ fund; and the deacon’s business
is rather with those who give money,
than with those who receiveit. Inmost
of our churches, (our country churches
at least,) the church as such, does little
or nothing for the poor. Our needy
members, even when sick and infirm, are
dependent on the assistance of their im-
mediate reighbors, and when this fails
they go to the poor house. What a spec-
tacle is this for God, and angels, and
men—Jesus Christ, in the person of his
aged and needy servants, going to the

| appeared to the readers to be 8¢

While the events referred to in m)
letter were taking place, there Wal
cussion in the weekly religiot
published in Richmond, the &
numbers of which were suppos
from different writers, on the pI
of ministers of the gospel beinge
in agriculture to any such extel
merit for them the name of fars
planters.

The discussion commenced wit}
and some severity. After afew m
Aliquis, the nom de plume of the

personal in the remarks that w
with force. Ef[‘hiu appearauce of
eX 20 1 k

o8 UNIAY
inuation ol the disg
ga.a (}\ropped before the courit® :
rought to view, viz: the impropriety o
congregations who w:;go pm with
their pastor, permitting them, by the
smallness of their salaries, to be com-
pelled to seek another congregation of
more liberal views, or apply themselves
vigorously to agriculture, or to teaching
an academy, or to engage in trade or
some speculation, to rear and educate
their families. The discussion convinced
the public that there was an impropriet
somewhere, but had not gone far enong{
to expose the real evil. gﬁnd the discus-
sion been continued, in respect to the
congregations, even though the complaint
of personality might have been brought
against Aliquis, with as much truth as
in the case of the pastors, much good
would have been produced, and the ill
feeling would have died away under the
evenhanded justice and the reform it
would have wrought. The congregations
had need of being awaked to an evil that
was pressing them—that of nullifying
their pastor’s labor so much, by inade-
quate salaries. Everybody felt the need
of holy, devoted ministers; but many did
not seem to consider, much less to feel,
that the way to retain a holy minister,
and keep him devoted to his work, was
not by compelling him to feel that he
could not rear, much less properly edu-
cate his children in the situation in which
he was, unless he applied himself exten-
sively to agriculture, or some other means
of gaining a livelihood.

With the conviction that there was
something wrong in the condition in which
the ministry was held, little was done to
remove that wrong, and things continued
as before; and Dr. Leach went on with
his planting in Cumberland; and of those
who had been his fellow-students, Thorn-
ton, sustained himself on his farm in

part was

much else to do, to attend upon his
wantg, or to be burdened with his neces-
sities!

We make little difference between the
Lord’s poor and the world’s poor; andit
cannot be said of us, “neither was there
any among them that lacked.” We in-
vite them to our Assembly, we admit
them to our fellowship; but when pressed
by want they must look to the hand of
private charity, which is open to convert-
ed and unconverted alike; or we cast
them upon the county, which rightfully
inquires after no man’s religious profes-
gion. Theresultisinevitable; outsiders,
and especially the poor, conclude that
Christian brotherhood means nothing,
unless a man be able to take care of him-
self.

To me it appears self-evident that the
first of all claims upon a Church’s bene-
factions, is that of its own poor. Even
the claims of Foreign Missions ought
not, cannot, compete with this. When
Paul and Barnabas went forth from the
Council at Jerusalem, on their foreign
missionary work, an especial charge was
given that they should “remember the
poor;” so thoughtful were the Apostles
and Elders in Jerusalem of the wants of
the wants of the poor saints among them,
that they would have collections made by
the wealthier churches on their behalf.

Neglect of the poor members of Christ
is the surest indication of that worldly
spirit which paralyzes all Christian ef-
fort; and it is a sin by which the Spirit
of God is specially grieved, and by which
Christ our Master is peculiarly dishonor-
ed. When the Church emulates in this
regard the zeal of Free Masons and Jews,
(all honor to them,) and learns that
Christ intended his Church to take a
higher ground in this matter, than all
societies of man's devising; when we ex-

hand of charity, but that of Christian sym-
pathy and assistance; When we honestly
endeavor, not merely to keep them from
starving, but to render them comfortable,
and help to raise them up in the blessed
realm of Christ, and because they be-
long to him; when we thus prove, in a
manner which all can understand, that a
well sustained Christian profession signi-
fies a great deal, then and not till then,
will the poor feel at kome in our church-
es, and ““to the poor the Gospel will be
preached” in our public assemblies as
well as to the rich; and God, our God,
will bless us. It is greatly to be desired
that in our statistical reports a separate
columu were devoted to the deacons’
fund.

If any man think the foregoing sug-
gestions would have a tendency to in-
crease the number of sluggards and hyp-
ocrites, I make our common Master re-
sponsible for the result, whatever it ba;
and refer the objector to his directions
in Luke xii: 33, and Acts xx: 35.

H.8, ¥

A CurrstiaN should never say, he
hath nothing to do.

Tive.---They that drive away time,
spur a free horse.

BerTER be a melancholy saint, than a

mad sinner.
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Kirkpatrick and Kilpatriok-ongsxaarey,
by teaching and agriculture, sustained
themselves whilst preaching the Gospel
on inadequate salaries. They labored in
the ministry, and labored with their
hands, as Lacy, and Lyle, and Reed of
Charlotte; and Reid of Lynchburg, and
Turner and Mitchell, of Bedford, and
Wilson, of Fredericksburg, and almost
all the ministers of the Valley, had done
before them.

gricultn-

Dr. Leach was a successful a
rist, more particularly in the department
of planting. It has been observed, that
if ministers of talents and education re-

sort to occupations for their support, |tak

other than their ministry, they are apt
to press the matter with skill and vigor
to success. This success, often comes
back upon them with the charge (true or
false,) of neglect of study and ministerial
duty, that has ended in worldliness.—
Sometimes the charge seems to be sus-
tained; in other cases God gives such
tokens of His presence and blessing as
vindicates His laborious servants.

Many young men prepared for the
ministry under Dr. Hoge and Dr. Rice,
after laboring awhile in Virginia, not
finding an adequate support, turned to
the great West, and gave their labor to
the Church of God there. From the ne-
cessity of their condition, and believing
that *they who preach the gospel shoul
live of the gospel,” they changed their
place of labor, convinced they were fol-
lowing the indications of Divine Provi-
dence, which turns men by their necessi-
ties as with His finger, and shuts them
up to a given course.

Dr. Rice, the Professor, carried out
the plans of Archibald Alexander, and
Speece, and Lacy, respecting a Theolo-
gical school to a degree that made Alex-
ander, as he stood and looked at the new

tend to our own worthy poor, not the fedifice erected for a Seminary, exclaim :

“What has God wrought!” Overtaxed
by mental and physical labor, he died in
1831, rejoicing in the prospects of the
Seminary; and in view of his own de-
parture declaring that ‘“mercy is tri-
umphant;” but having had anticipations
that there were difficulties and trials
awaiting the Presbyterian Church, from
the tone of the discussions going on, re-
specting revivals and the best means of
promoting them. His successor in of-
fice was an old compeer in the ministry,
and a valued friend, George A. Baxter,
long the President of Washington Col-
lege, at Lexington, a man of sound
mind, quick in its action, and as his
friend Dr. Alexander said: “capable of
making nice distinctions.” He had
“givenl himself to reading;” and profit-
ed in the departments of enquiry into the
powers of theindividual human soul; in-
to the laws of nature and nations; and
was master of the great principles of
natural and political Law in connexion
with the Law of God. '

The associates of Dr. Rice, Messrs.
Goodrich, professor, and Ballentine, as-
sistant teacher, were continued as asso-
ciates with Dr, Baxter. The Seminary
was flourishing and constantly rising in
reputation. The College of Hampden
Sidney was also flourishing under the
successor of Mr, Cushing, but with eclat
somewhat lessened. Cushing, like Rice,
had the rare art of construction. Each

‘| succeeded in erecting a spacious building
| for the accommodation of their respec-

tive pupils; each building being much

~|larger than the brick Academy in which

Dr. Hoge had taught by precept and b
example. Not a vestige of the old Acsci
or the President’s house, cr the

| em

Goﬁ:age hall, built of wood, remains.
r| Few can now tell where they stood. So
® | has passed the

eneration of men that

built them. ¢“The fathers where are

| they 2"

The division in the Virginia Synod
tly affected the congregations in its
gﬁ:da; some much more than others.
In some congregations, those Who were

ity |in the minority of the whole Synod, were

the majority, in some cases almostthe
whole; in other cases, the congregations
were more evenly divided; and in others

e | the minority was small. The same was
0B- | true of those who approved of thedoings

* 1n some

or less evenly divided, in others theywhe
approved were the minority. Conse-
guontly the disagreeable effects of the
ivision were more clearly scen, and
deeply felt in some congregations, than
in others. There was excitement every
where. In some cases unhappily, there
was bitterness. Everywhere there was
a ““call for that charity that thinketh no
evil, that suffereth long and is kind.”
As the difference of opinions and actions
rested on constitutional questions, there
could have been found examples of a pecu-
liar trait in human nature, that the more
difficulty there was in stating clearly the
difference, the more tenacity there was in
holding to the opinions expressed. But
the clearest heads in the Virginia Church
were on opposite sides. Friends separa-
ted, relations were divided; and new con-
gregations were formed. It would be
wrong to say there was no bitterness in
those divisions, and unjust to charge ma-
levolence, All would say there was
strong feeling, and vigorous action; and
all degrees of ability, and talent, and
acquirements were put in requisition.

n the Seminary, Dr. Baxter was a
leader in favor of the Assembly of 1837;
his associates, Goodrich and Taylor, who
had been put in the chair of History, and
Ballentine, opposed the acts respecting
the Synods excinded. The President of
Hampden Sidney opposed the doings of
the Assembly. The congregations in
Prince Edward and the adjoining coun-
ties were §m:1y agitated, and many
were divided.

The new congregations required in-
creased attention. Double the amount
of ministerial labor was given to the
same population.  Each division of the
Church pressed on with vigor: both
preachers and elders, and the greater
part of ivate members engaged with

TIE in doing " WHRT SeeMen proncr aud

€ advancéntenTor the cause
which to them appeared the right.

Your grand-father believed the doings
of the embly unconstitutional ; and
injudicious, even if they were constitu-
tional. Dr. Baxter contended that the
actswereboth constitutional and judicious.
Neither of these two men hoped to gain
the other except by conviction of truth,
and by time. They had a mutual res-
pect for each other’s firmness of purpose,
strength of cenvictions, quickness of in-
tellect, and manly frankness. Neither
believed the other capable of a mean ac-
tion, though each believed the other mis-

en.
Your grand-father put forth all his
powers of mind and activity of body to
sustain the congregations, greater or
smaller, that agreed with him in the pro-
-prietg of separating from the majority of
the od, and constituting the New
Schooinor Constitutional Synod. His
powers and influence as a preacher, were
acknowledged. Always provided with
horses of speed and endurance, he rode
far and often, in attendance on ministe-
rial calls. He was untiring in the per-
formance of duty. He displayed the
activity and zeal of his early ministry in
Berkeley, which his removal had ccme-
what impaired.

The Directors of the Seminary were
unanimous in sustaining the  Assembly,
and the majority of the Trustees of the
College agreed with them. The Old
School preachers, the majority of Synod,
were active and zealous. And in looking
back now after a period of some thirty
years, we say with Paul, (to the Phillipi- -
ans, i: 18,) * Christ was preached, and
we therein rejoice and will rejoice ;" and
we draw a veil over any strife or envy
that may have been acted outo]? either
Old or New School. May God's mercy
hide all the errors.  Yours, truly,

Carlyle's Sketch of Luther.

A coarse, rugged, plebeian face it was,
with great crags of cheek-bones—a wild
amount of passionate energy and appe-
tite! But in his dark eyes were floods
of sorrow; and the deepest melancholy
gweetness were all there. Often did there
geem to meet in Luther the very opposite
points in man’s character. ““He, for ex-
ample, for whom Richter had said his
words were half-battles, he, when he first
began to preach, suffered unheard of ago-
ny. “Oh, Dr. Staupitz, Dr. Staupitz, Dr.
Staupitz,” said he to the vicar-general
of his order, “I can not do it, I shall
die in three months. Indeed I can not
do it."”

Dr. Staupitz, » wise and considerato
man, said upon this: “Well, Sir Martin,
if you must die, you must; but remem-
ber that they need good heads up yonder,

live or die, as it happens.” So Luther
preached and lived, and he became, in-
deed, one great whirlwind of energy to
work without resting in this world: and
also before he died he wrote very many-
books—books in which the true man is
found, for in the midst of all they de-
nounced and cursed, what touches of ten-
derness lay. Look at the Table Talk,

for example.
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too. So preach, man, preach, and then -
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