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CONSTITUTION

OF THE

Aﬁ"ocxatc-Refomied Synnd

amglhnihyte |

APTICLE I

IT is the refolution of this Syﬂo& to
petfevere in adhcrmg to the Syﬁem of
Truth laid down in the Holy Seriptures,
and extibited in the Confeflion of Faith,
and Catechifms larget 4nd fhorter; and
to the fund?mcntal principles of gofpel
worfh(p, ah ecclefiaftical governitient,
held forth ih the Dire®ory for Public
Worthip, arﬁ the Form of Prcfuyteﬂm
Chutch Govétmment,: -agteed apon by

the Aﬁ'embly of Divines at Weftrai-
- : fter,
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ﬁcr, ,;vith thé aﬁiﬁance of Commiffi-
oners from the Church of Scotland.

Tas Déclaration does not,-however,
extend to the following Seétions of the
Corfeffion of Faith, which define the
Powers of Civil Goyernment in relation
to Religion, viz. Chap. xx. feét. 4.
Chap. xxiit. fe&. 3. Chap. xxxi. fe&. 2.
Thefe SeCiions are referved for a can-
" did difcuffion on fome future occafian,
as God may be pleafed to dirg&; Nor
is it to be conftrued as'a refignation of

their. right to - adjuft the circumflances
' of public worthip, and- ecclefiaftical
policy, to the fituation in which Divine
Providence ‘may: place us. . All the
members of Synod, in the mean time,
acknowledge that they are under the
mo:t facred obligations to avoid unne-
ceflary criticifms, on any of ,tﬁpljc '
cellent treatifes, which would have a

native
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native_tendency . to weaken their at-
tachment to the truths therein con-
tained..: |

Ir any of the Members of Synod
fhall conceive any fcruple or fcruples,
at any article or articles of the Con-
feflion of Faith, Catechifms, Dire&ory
for Worthip, or Form of Prefbyterian
Government ; or fhall think they
have fufficient reafons to make ob-
je&tions: thereto, they fhall have full
liberty to communicate their fcroples
or obje&ions to their brethren, who
thall confidér them with impartiality,
‘meeknefs, and patience, and endeaveour
to remove them, by calm difpa{ﬁbnatc
reafoning: No kind of cenfure ‘thall
he inficed in cafes of this nﬁtxix“c, till
this Chiriftian Proccfs hali be fairly try*
ed ; unlefs thofe ferupling or obje@ting
brethren fhall difturb the peace of the

church,
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church, by publifhing their opinions
to the people, or urging theny in judi-
catories with irritating and {chifmatical

zeal.

ArTIicre IL

THE Minifters and Elders met in
Synqd'alfo declare their hearty appro-
bation of the earneft contending for the
truth, and magnanimou;é fufferings in its
defence, by which their pious-anceftors
were enabled to diftinguith t_,hémfdvés
in the two laft centuries: TFhat they
have an affe@®ionate remembrance. of
the National Covenant of Scetland,
and of the Solemn League and Cove-
nant of Scotland, Englaud, and Ireland,
as well intended engagements to fup-
port the caufe of civil and religious

| liberty,
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tiberty ®,- and hold themiclves bound
by the Divine Authority to pradife all
the moral duties therein centained, ac<
cording to their circumftances: That
public and explicit covenanting: with
God is 2 moral duty under the gofpel
difpenfation, to which they are refolv-

ed

* The members of Syncd efteem themfelves,
and fuch of their people as have emigrated from
Britain and Ireland, deeply interefted in thefe
folemn tranfa&io:is, and they have a lively fenfe
of the obligations they are under to profecute
the ends thereof, in a fuitablenefs to their cir-
cumftances: buc when they confider themfelves
as the reprefentatives of a church, of which fome
are now members, and many mere may become
mwembers, who never were, dire&ly nor indi-
rectly, under the formal obligation of thefe co-
venants, as being foreigners, or the pofterity of
foreigners, they eannot help thinking that they
would go- beyond sheis proper Ene, fhould they
acknewledge them in any other form than thas
which is exprefled jn this Article.
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ed to attend, as'He thall be. pleafed td
dire&: That it'is their real intention
to carry with them all the Judicial Tefl~
timonhies againft .defection trom the.
faith once delivered to the faints, which
have been emitted ia the prefent age by
their brethren id Britain, as. far as thefe
teftimonies ferve to difplay the truth,
and comport with the circumftances
of our church; and they will avail
themfelvcs of every call to bcar a pomt-'
ed teftimony againft the errors and de-
lufions which prevail in this country.

"ARTICLE III. *

THE Members of Synod alfo- ac-
knowledge Wxth grantude, that thcy are
bound to honour the religious. deno-
minatiohs  in - Britain, -to which they
formerly belonged, on account of their

zeal
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zeal for the purity of the gofpel, and

of their laudable endeavours to pro-
mote it, not only in Britain and Ire-
land, but alfo in America: And they
profefs an unfeigned defire to hold an
amicable correfpondence with all or
with any of them, and to concur with
them in every juft and laudable mea-
fure for promoting true and undefiled

reli giomn.

ArRTI1CcLE IV,

IT is the refolution of the Synod
never to introduce, nor {uffer to be in-
troduced into their Church, the local
controverfies about the cuvil eftablifh-
ment of the Prefbyterian Religion, and
the religious claufe of fome burgefs
oaths in Scotland, or any unncceflary
difputes about the origin of civil domi-

B nion,
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nion, and the requifites for rendering
it legal in circumftances diffimilar to
thofe in which themfelves are placed.
‘They efteem themfelves bound to de-
tach their religious profeffion from
all foreign connexions, and to honour
the civil powers of America, confcien-

cioufly fubmitting to them in all their
lawful operations.

ARTI1CLE V.

THAT the abufe of ecclefiaftical
cenfures may be effetually prevented,
the following general rule of difcipline
is unanimoully adopted, v7z. That no-
torious violations of the law of God
in pra&ice, and fuch errors in prin-
ciple, as unhinge the Chriftian pro-
feflion, fhall be the only fcandals for

which
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-

which the fentence of depofition and
excommunication fhall be paffed ; "and
that the higheft cenfure for other of-
fences fhall be, a diffolution of the
connexion between the Synod and the

offender.

ArRT1i1cLE VL

THE terms of admiffion to fixed
communion with the Synod fhall be,
foundnefs in the faith, as defined in
the above mentioned Confeffion of
Faith, Catechifms, &¢. fubmiffion to
the government and difcipline of the
Church, and a holy converfation.

ARTICLE




ArRTicrLe VI

THE Members of Synod alfo ac-
knowledge it to be their duty, to treat
pilous people of other denominations
with great attention and tendernefs.
They are willing, as God affordeth op-
portunity, to extend communton to all,
who in every place call on the name of
the Lord Fefus, in conformity to his
will : But as occafional communion, in
a divided ftate of the church, may pro-
duce great diforders, if it be not con-
du&ted with much wifdom and mode-
ration, they efteem themfelves, and the
people under their infpe&ion, invio-
lably bound, in all ordinary cafes, to
fubmit to every reftriion of their li-

berty
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berty, which gencral edification renders
neceflary *.

TH1s

« The principle exprefled in this articie, is
not a new principle adopted by the Syrod. It
is one of the received principles of the Seceffion,
and it is fet in a very ftrong lightin the 26th
chapter of the Confeflion of Faith, which largely
defcribes the communion of the catholic church,
The members of Synod do not m2an to draw any
other conclufions from it, than were drawn by
their pious anceftors in times of the greateft zeal
for the purity of religion. No cbje®ion can
therefore be juftly ftated againft i:, as it fiands
in the Article, but what may be made to it, as
it ftands in the Confeflion of Faith. The appli-
cation of the principle to particular cafes may
indeed be attended with fone diffculties. We
are not, however, accountable for thefe difficul-
ties, as they arife from the divided ftate of the
church of Chrift. The, Article is guarded, and
cannot, without the moft evident perverfion, be
confirued as a licence to hold unfcriptural com-
munion with other churches. It is the inten-
tion of the Synod not to go into connexions with

any
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~Tuis Article is not however to be
conftrued as a licence to encourage va-
grant preachers, who go about under
pretence of extraordinary zeal and de-
votion, and are nct fubje& to the go-
vernment and difcipline of any regular
church.

ArRT1icre VI

AS the principles of the Synod are
detached from the local peculiarities
by which the moft confiderable parties
of Prefbvtérians have been hitherto dif-
tinguifhed, 1t is farther agreed to reject
all fuch applications for admiffion to

fixed

any denomination which are contrary to, or
inconiiftent with the fpirit of what is ufually ftil-
ed the Covenanted Reformation.
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fixed communion with the Synod, that
may at any time be made by perions
belonging to other denominations of
Prefbyterians, as evidently arife from
caprice, perfonal prejudice, or any
other fchilmatical principles; and that
the only admiffible application fhall be
fuch, as on d-liberate examination fhall
be found to arife from a folid convicti-
on of duty, and to difcover Chriftian
meeknefs towards the party whofe
communion is relinquithed; or fuch
as are made by confiderable bodies of
people, who are not only (-ftitute of
a fixed gofpel miniftry, but cannot be
feafonably provided for by the deno-
mination of Prefbyterians to which
they belong. It is, however, thought

proper, that applications of the laft
kind fhould not be admitted, till the

bodies by whom they are made fhall
previoufly inform the judicatory which

hath
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hath the immediate infpeétion of them,
of the reafons of their intended appli-
cation, and fhall ufe all due means to
obtain the concurrence of that judica-
tory.

THE




T H E
FOR MUL A, &e.

GENERAL QUESTIONS,

For MiNisTERs, Ruring ELDERS,

and DEACONS.

D O you apprové of the principles
exhibited in the Conftitutional Articles
of the Aflociate-Reformed Synod, now
read *; and do you refolve, through
grace, to adhere thereto, in oppofition
to all Deiftical, Popith, Arian, Socini-
an, Arminian, Neonomian, and Sec-

C tarian

* By order of Synod, thefe Articles are to be
read at the Ordination of every Church Officer.
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tarian errors, and all other opinions

which are contrary to found do@rine,
and the power of godlinefs ?

Do you promife to fubmit, in the
{pirit of mecknefs, to admonitions of
the brethren of this * in
fubordination to the Synod; and do
you promife to maintain the unity of
the Spirst in the bond of peace; and
that you will not follow any divifive
courfes, by complying with the defec-
tions of the times, or l;y giving
up to a deteftable neutrality in the
caufe of God?

ARrE not zeal for the glory of God,
| and
* This blank is to be filled with the word S¢fios

ot Prefbytery, as the cafe may require.

+ This blank to be filled up with the word
yoarfelf, or your/olves, as the cafe mey vequire,
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and a defire of being inftrumental in
edifying his church, the principal mo-
tives which induce you to take the of-
fice of * to this congregation ?

Have you ufed any undue methods
to procure your call to the office of *?

Do you fincerely refolve to rule your

+ in the fear of the Lord,
and to be circumfpe& in the whole of
your converfation, following after righ-
teoufnefs, faith, charity; and do you
alfo

® * This and the foregoing blank muft be filled
with the word, Paflor, Ruling Elder, or Deacon, as
the cafe may require.

+ This blank muft be filled with the word Fa.
mily, if only ene candidate is ordained; and Fa-
milies, if more are ordained, If a candidate has
uot a family, thefe words muft be added, If ir
Jhall peafe God to give you one.
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alfo promife to promote the edification
of the body of Chrift, by endeavour-
ing -to perform all the official duties
incumbent upon you with zeal and
fidelity ?

PARTICULAR QUESTIONS.
For MINISTERS.

DO you accept the call to be the
Paftor of - this congregation; and do
you promife to preach the gofpel, not
with the enticing words of man's wifdom,
but in the purity and fimplicity there~
of 5 not fhunning to declare the whole
council of God; to catechife and ex-
hort from houfe to houfe; to viiit the
fick; and to perform whatever other
dutics are incumbent ‘upon you, as a
faithful minifter of Chrift, for convinc-

mg




[ 2z ]

ing and reclaiming finners, and for
butlding up faints in their moft boly faith¢

For Rurinc ELpERs,

DO you promife to be faithful and
impartial in the exercife of difcipline,
and to be pun&ual in attending meet-
ings of Seflion, and fuperior judicéto-
ries, as you may be called ?

For DEeacons. |

DO you promife to attend to the
neceflities of he poor, with Chriftian
fneekm:fs and tendernefs, and to ma-
nage all fuch temporalities of the church
as may be committed to your care,
with diligence and fidelity, according
to the dire&ions which, from time to
time, may be given you by the feflion?

For




For MinisTers, Rurine ELDERs,
- and Deacons.

DO you make thefe promifes, as in
the prefence of Him who fearcieth the
bearts, and trieth the reins of the ciil-
dren of men, and as you would defire
to give in your account with joy, and
not grief, at the great day of the
Redeemer’s appearance, when he fthall
come, and all his faints with him?

L

RULES




R ULES &-.

SOLITARY ‘motions fhall hot ‘be
admitted.

MEeMBERS, in their fpeeches, muft
clofely attend to the point in debate,
avoiding defultory harangues, and un-
neceffary digreffions.

MemMBERs fhall not be interrupted in
the courfe of {peaking, unlefs they de-
viate from the fubje of confideration,
or in other refpes behave with im-

propriety.

YWHEN two or more members rife,
at once, to fpeak, the Moderator fhall
determine
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determine the preference, without ap-
peal.

No member fhall {peak more than
twice on any fuhje@ in debate, with-
out the permiffion of Synod, till all
the other members fhall have an oppdr-
tunity for declaring their fentiments.

TrE calling of the roll fhall be fo
conducted by the Moderator, that all
the members may have equal opportu-
nities for giving their opinion.

Np Member fhall withdraw vﬁfhout
the permiffion of the Moderator, or go
home without the permiffion of Synod.

PAaPERs prefented to the Sjmod ‘ﬂlall
be filed in the order in which they are
read, with proper indorfements, and

minutes
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minutes of which fhall be given to the
Moderato:.

Tur Clerk of the Synod fhall give
extrats only to mecmbers, and parties
in caufes which have been determined
by the Synod, or are yet in a depend-
ing ftate; and he fhall be refponfible

for all the public papers committed to
his care.

GeNERAL rules refpeding our church-
es fhall not be eftablithed by the Synod,
at that meeting at which they are pro-
pofed; but Members fhall be requefted
to confider them, during the adjourn-
ment, that they may be prepared for

reporting ' : ¢xpediency of fuch rules,
at the next meeting of Synod.

Cases of peculiar importance fhall
not be immediately fubmitted to the

D fynod,
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frnod, without the mofk prefling ne-
ceflity : But the Moderator of the Pref-
bytery, before which, in the firft in-
ftances, fuch cafes are cognifable, fhall
fend a diftinét account of their ftate to
the Moderator of the Synod, who thall
immediately tranfmit it to the Modera-
tors of the other Prefbyteries, that
Members, having an opportunity for
confidering faid cales with deliberation,
may be prepared for a dec1ﬁom at the
'next meetmg of Synod.,

" 'Youné ren who havc not been for
3 confiderabie 'time, in communion with
ws; thall not bé licenfed by any of the
Prefbyteries, nor fhall minifters of any
other denomination in this coutitty, bé
admitted as members ‘th‘er'édf, without
the confent of Synod.

CANDIDATES or Minifteis from Bri-
tain




[ 27 1
tain' or Ireland, who have been in com-
munion with ciiih,ér of the Affociate Sy-
nods, or of that ﬁ,qformed Prefbytery
of which the reverend ‘joihn M-‘Mullan
is 2 member, ahd who bring with them
fufficient attcﬁzatnons of their charadter,
and hcence or oxd.ln tion, may be re-
cezvcdl and admitted to fervice; by any
of the Prefbyteries, upon dcclarmg their
hearty approbation of the Conftitution
of this Synod, and their refolution to
adhcre:_ to it. ,
PR ESBYTERIES {hall fanthfuliy wport
in wntmg, at every meetmg of Synod
licences given to candidates, ordinati-
ons, removals, and inftallments of mi-
nifters, and all other occurrences which
affe& the genera] interefts of religion,
that may happen within their refpe&ive
diftriéts.
PRESBYTERIES
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| ‘I"kz‘sisv'rsiu'ss ”ﬁ’lal\l be pa‘rticulérfj’
attentive to the capac1ty, literature, and
plcty of young men, before they are
admitted to preach the go{pel |

Pg' ESBY TERIES fhall not fuﬁam a call
for 4 mmxﬂet, but 1 in confcquencc of a
T egular moderatlon, accordmg to the
'conﬁant and laudabIe pragtice of our
church .

. . R . [
('.b ‘.a-. .. [ - w o ad 4. .23 ' . . -, 7
~ e -

Every Seffion, under the mff)r*&xon
of the Synod fhall keep an exa& record

of it § Judxcnal proccedmgs, and of mar-

-.ri &

nagcs and bu'ths.

THE END. -






