









































































































































































































































PRrESBYTERIANISM AND THE FUTURE. 73

To live, to endure, to expand. These are the elements
necessary to a church for all times and for all peoples. And
these, from the promise of the text, we may, in humble de-
pendence upon God, claim as ours.

We do not claim that our church, just as it stands, is the
church of the future. God doubtless has many lessons yet
to teach us, and some of them we might well be learning
now. I believe that every great church has some deposit of
truth that it is her mission to contribute to the church of
the future. Some may contribute a more varied and re-
sponsive form of worship, yet without reducing everything
to set forms. From the same source there may come the
effective administration of the diocesan bishop without the
diocesan’s rank; from another source there may come the
power derived from freer personal testimony for Christ;
from others, something yet different, that God now sees but
that we do not. But of one thing I am persuaded. That
which the Presbyterian family will contribute is that which
makes it Calvinistic and which makes it Presbyterian; a
doctrine that gives glory to God and a polity that gives
liberty to the people. For this it is that insures to us the
promise of revival, perpetuation and enlargement, until the
multitude of the redeemed have all been gathered in, and
the Lord shall be king over all the earth.



Tue InspiraTiON OF THE HoOUR.

By Rev. James 1. VaNce.

OOD deeds are immortal, for they are the incarnation of

great truths and generous emotions. The men who per-
form them die; but the deathless spirit of all that is good
goes marching on from generation to generation, and has
an ever-growing power and widening sphere in the history
of the world. Hence there is a mighty inspiration that
comes down to us from a noble past.

Scotland is but a tiny bit of God’s earth, a miniature
landscape of blue towering mountains, and deep transparent
lakes, and heather-covered hills, and rock-girt shores—a
little, little land, and yet Scotland has done much to make
the modern world, and the explanation of her tremendous
influence must be sought in her peerless history. Every
foot of Scotland’s soil is historic. Over her hills and valleys
have surged the strifes from which have come the precious
liberties of church and state. Under her bonnie blue flag
great souls have contended. Upon the very face of her
hills and by her riversides the story of greatness and good-
ness has been written, and time will never efface that record.
And because it is historic Scotland, there has gone forth
from the storm-lashed shores of that little land, a something
which has been a quenchless inspiration to the sturdy and
God-fearing manhood of the world.

Thank heaven for the inspirations of history, and for all
the good men and women who have done their work well,
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