A
SECOND LETTER
To the CONGREGATIONS of the

Lishtcen Prefbyzerian (or New-Light)
MINISTERS,

Wlo wrote the late Contradiftery LETTER to the

Archbithop of Canterbury ;
With fomz2 REMaRrKS on the

TWO PERFORMANCES
That have appeared in THEIR DEFENCE.

By an oid Covenanting andtrue PrefbyterianL.avman.
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Farmer. 11l ‘'The Conduct of the eichteen Minificrs fot in
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A Second Letter, &c.

AR dear Bretbren and Feiloi Clrifics:,
x,z;’:)k T 1s the greate®t happinels asd fatisfac-

I B ton [ can uJo»' m il \\ou\‘, next to
X ; the weftimony of a good conilience, to

® 27 find that my poor endeaveurs w0 open
your eyes and redlify your underitandings, have
Geen fo remarkably Hiefied, and fivoured with
uch a candid reception fro n fo many thouiin s of
my fellow chrifttans.  The general cail ror my
Letter, trom all parts, .J the many eqitions
it has paffed throu".x 1t the fpaie or a rew menths,
has indeed not only exceeded my warmett hopcs,
but is the ttrong eit vroor, that the voice of the
public is in my Tavour.

Ericouraged by the apprabation which my firft
p“rtormance nas imet with, I beg leave to addreis
'you a fecond fime, and humb‘v Intreat vou to hear
me with coolnefs, and to exert vouricives hike ho-
neft Prefbytoriaus, 1 iu; pport 0: the doctrines and
difipline of our chu.\h i oppohition to zil the
undermining timeiervin g and low cunning o1 thele
eighteen men and their abzitors, who are pr.mtdy

LndLJVOllran‘ to fap the credi «f both.
I conficer it as a hapoy omer of my fuccefs, to

find that the icales of tirong deufinn,  which for-
mc:lv bilnded vour ceyes, e Sl NOW 1 a great

ICLLIS 10 De ranovad 3 that you can exeiciie the
le“’Cl’S
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powers and facultcs of vour own minds without
prejudice or oartx.n Iy 1 Liat an ;'nphcnc taith doth
not previiil fo much as formeriy ; that you are be-
come cool and urli wifonate, and are willing to
weigh the force of svery argument by the plain

A‘.m. 4‘"" . '-l-.:'

l’Ul(.b Ul ,u SpedTC AN Pl
I know my biethren, ‘that thef> men, who find

many of their felilh ichemes diicovered, and their
fpmu‘rl dominion like to be dchrowd by means
of my Libouis among you, have taken uncomimon
pains to reprefint me as an enemy to Preflyterian-
i n gencral, and as an l.ndcrmin'ng Coirch-
main; nay, as a many -headed montter, made up
of the whole Prelatival Clerzy combined together.
as one man---But to do what > Why, to expole
cighteen ne.c-iaght Mitriliers.

Buz thisre quires no formidable combination, and
the quiet behavour of thele prelarical clergy
towards their Prethyterian brethren, and more
efpecially when our cifputes were at the highett in
this couatry, fhews the great rathaels and impro-
priety of charomo any thmor ot this kind upon themn
as a body without the fmlcﬁ proot. Could my
word be taken in this wufe, Ido affure the world,
thatwhat has been pubiifthed under my naime, 1sthe
work only of sire mar, and fuch as I profefs myfelf
to be, namely an old Covenanting and true Preflyte-
rian Layman, notwithitanding the falfe afperfions
pubiithed againit me in 2 late pamphizt, wherein
the author appearsas void of truth, as juftice and
candour. He charges the covenanters with being as
great encmies to ‘the fvnod of Philadelphia as the
pa')nﬁsn-vml' ."e:"*lnem'es 1o the civil Government
+--and finds fault  with me for giving the eighteen
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new-ficht minifters no other title, than < vour
teachers, &c.” But does any Roman Catholick
acknowledge prefbyterian ordination? And if
his firft affertion be true, that we no more ac-
knowledge the fynod than the papifts do, where
1s the improperiety of calling them, your teach-
ers? but thefe are trifling charocs, in compari-
fon of being accuied, as rcbcls, and enemtes o
our king and country. Thisin plain Englith 1s,
that we ought all to be hanged out of the way,
2o make the. more room for our new-light pretcnd-
ed brethren, whofe &clire/s gives them a bette

aitle to the things of this world than anv other
'denomination. But to wine off this periecuting
afperfion which fmells ftrong of popery and the
inquifiton, let any one read the Rev’d. M.
Thomas Clark’s Newo-light fet in a ciecr 2bt &v
wherein our lovalry and afic&tion for the Hanno-
varian fucceflion is fully demonitrated acaint
the fame malicious accufations in Jreiand, more
efpecially during the whole time of the laft re-
bellion in Scotland ¢ (v ). This author aflerts that the
Covenanters are under the care of Mr. Cutbbest-
fon in this country ; But what can be more un-
true ? Did ever the Seceders acknowledge him as

(#) By aa a& pafs'd and printed 2t Fcir: ‘)"-n'x, 1-43, the
xovenanting minifters exprefsly fay, « We ..l'{'crt and declare
¢ that we ought to aanowlcdge the prefent civil authoricy
s¢ gver thefc nations, and fubjc&-on thereto 16 lawiu]l com-
<« mands; And Do Hereby Cendemn the dangerous Lxtreme
s¢ that fomc have gone mto, of impugning the prefent avil
<< autherity and fubjection thereente en opimen and practice
< contrair unto the plain tenor of icripiere, and to the known
¢ prinoples of this church ir Rer centefiion and Covenants.™
Now did ever the New-light: pafs & rmore exprels act of loyalty
2rd duty to civil al)t}“orit‘-' than this f--or have they cver pat’cd
auy public act atall ! HYS




their Head ? And are they not as good covenant-
ing Prefbytenans as any in thc world ?  But fuch
1S thc jgnorance, or malice of chis new-light pe-
daooouc that has undertaken to write againft me.
But be my protefﬁon what 1t will, how does this
in the leaft afie&t the merits of the caufe? The
condud of taefe eighteen men is exaéily the fame,”
neither more ror s, better nor worie.

The only quefticn with you, my brethren,
fhould be, W hether ! have reprefented them fairly
and juftiv 2 This ought at leaft to be fuppofed,

1:7 the contrar is prmcd : Nor have I any other
view in this lccond "Addrefs to you, than to de-
fend my firft, and treat you as a ikilltul phyfician
does weak patients ; namely, by the trequent ap-
plication of cordials to prevent 2 relapie, and re-
ftore you to your primitive joundnefs in the faith,
tfrom which you have been fadlv led aftray thefe
MWany vears, by men pretendmo to have found a
thorter and fafer caz to heaven than their neigh-
bouss, or than reafon and {cripture feem to dm& |

So far am I from being an enemy to Prefbyre
riarifm, thatl protcfs mvielt a moft fincere friend
to it in its truly ancient and proper fenfe; bur
then 1 freely declare that I am ro friend to thafe
profeflors of it who have been diftinguithed thefe
many vears for nothing {o much as being devour-
ing caterpillars in God’s heritage ; and who. in.
this iaft inftance of writing privately to the arch-
head of the prelatical church, aicribing to him
the vain titles of Grace, and deuizring that thev de
not d:ffer from bini in eficizzials, Lave given a ftab
to the very vitals of our good old caule, and ven-
ficd all that has been a! lcdged againft them thele

twenty
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twenty years paft by their own brethren ; namely,
that they were bufy medlers in other men’s matters,
and commecn difturbers of the peace of all
churches, in order to advance their own worldly
VIEWS.

It was my real diflike to the principles and
practices of thele men, that hrit drew me into
print ; and judge now, whether I am not juitly
callad upon in this fecond Addrefs, to publith
truths which 1 would willingly have fuppr-fied,
were it not to avoid the charge of acting trom
prejudice or caprice.

I would intreat you yourfelves, my Brethren, as
impartiai perfons no way attached toa party to re-
flect upon the follies, contradictiuns, and abiurdi-
ties ot thefe men fince their firft {pringing up a-
mong us : and how ftrangely they have bewildered
their followers and led them away after a Jack-a-
Lanthora that conducted oftrer through floughs,
ditches, & deftructiveprecipices,ihan in the beaten
path, or on plain ground.

Whart wretched toliy was it for thefe mer to
publith to the world that they had & comm:fjion
from aboveto judgeof people’s tpirtual attainments,
converfation, expenience, &c. and with an air of
aflurance pronounce them hanpy or miferabie ac-
cording to their whim, caprice, or as they might
be paid for it. Will future generations believe
that there were men in the prefent, that called
themfelves proteitant min:fters, who dared to pro-
nounce (what vou yourielves have often heard)
That thbere were ckildren in bell not above a (pan
long ? And that Dainictein wes peinted i your
lecks? Or will they believe that in a protcﬁfant

res
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free ccuntry, there could be people fo ftupidly

ignorant as to credit fuch horrible doctrines, cal-
culated for no other meridian than the dreary re-
gions of Popery, or Mahometan and Egyptian
Darknefs.

How often have thefe men, and their abettors,
fhitted principles, both in doétrine and difcipline 2

Arc not the Altars crefted againit Altars in
the different parts of America, lafting monuments of
~ their enmity to the peace of thePrefbyterianchurch?
---Have not they gone from congregation te con-
gregation, trom one province to another, com-
paffing fea and Jand to make a profeiyte ; perfwad-
ing people to erect new meeting-houfes within call
of, and in order to demolifh, the old ones, under
a notion that the fettled minifteis of thefe places,
were carnal unconverted wretches, and therefore
they and their families ought to be turned out
of their congregations, and fent a begging, to
make room for thefe bleffed faints ?--

Have they not toffed about their own wild-fire,
inftea:d of that light which came from above ?
—---Have not all the madnefs of a difturbed
brain, the phrenfies of a deluded imagination,
deliriums and convulfions, been deemed {0 many
tefts and murks of converfion ?-----Have they
-not aflerted that a progrefs through immorality,
infidelity, atheifm, fpiritual defertions, defpair,
doubtfulnefs, deadnefs, drynefs, darknefs, and bar-
rennefs, was the gate of happinefs, and the way to
life ?---Have they not taught that the new birth
muft be brougth to pafs by means of rea: tortures,
and fome of the moft exquifite pangs and fuffer-
ings that can aflet human nature, even a willing-

nels
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nefs to be damned and fuffer all the pains of
Hell-fire before they arecapableof receiving grace ?
Have not the Heroes of this fcheme cried up Ar-
minians, Antinomians, Moravians, Quakers, and
Epifcopalians, as dear children of God, and at the
fame time condemned pious and found orthodox
Calvinifts ¢ Flave not thefe Sampfons of the age,
mounted the pulpiz, and eich with the jaw-bone
of an afs, knocked down his thoufands among his
hearers, like pidceons from a corn ftack ?---fome
tumbling and kicking; fome lying without fenie
or motion, grinding their teeth, toaming at the
mouth, lolling out the tongue, and icreaming
in {uch a frightful manner, that a ftranger at a
diftance would have been apt to imagine that
there were five hundred women in labour, or ds
many men cutting for the ftone!---and yet after
all, have theynot agreed to join the fynod of Pkiia-
delpbia, whom they condemned as wicked and un-
converted, and preached to their people to avoid
hearing them, at the peril of their damnation ?---
cherthelcfs, has the old fynod given any other
figns of converfion at the late union than they did
tweaty years ago ?---Have they not rather all a-
loag maintained the fame fteady principles both in
doétrine and diicipline ?---Now the original fepe-
ration, and all the clamour made by theie eigh-
teen men and their affociates for fo long a tume
to keep it up, muft cither have been right or
wrong. If right, why did thcy not perfevere in
it? I wrong, why don’t they make a publick
and candid recantation of all the wild doétrines
they have taugh:? How muft they imagine that
vou their hearcxs felt, when you faw the miniflers

of




of the old fide firft introduced into your churchea
again, after all the clamour that had been raifed
againit them ; and againft whom, both in public
aind private, they had been pouring forth fo many
bitter and reviling fpeeches to you; and who,
after being le-deviled by them for almoft twenty
years, were All fainted in a day ! Thefe teachers of
yours muft all this while have been paid for weaving
you a fine fpiritv.. webb. 'Will you pay and em-
ploy them as long, in un-raveling and taking it
to pieces? If you do, you will certainly mif-fpend
both your time and your money very foolifhly,
and difcover a greater degree of implicit faith than
all the Catholicks in the world. What! wn-prea.o
to-day what they preached yefterday ¢ The firft or
the laft muft certainly be falfe ;. and we may ceafe
to wonder at the prodigious progrefs of the Alco-
ran over the Eaftern world, when we find contrae
di¢tions and impoftures fondly received among
proteftants-Chriftians in the Weftern world.

I am fure, if any people under the fun have
a juft claim to pity and the prayers of true chrifti-
ans, it is you who are the new-light Laity. You
have been taught that a fanctified appearance, a
whining cant, ftrong lungs, and an holy twang of
the nofe, were principal requifites in a compleat
preacher. But, thanks be to God, you have fo
far got the better of this ftrong delufion, which
was heretofore caft before your eyes, that you do
not now pin your farth to the fleeves of any parti-
cular fet of men, and have oppertunitiecs of hear-
ing thofe who have far higher accomplifhments
than the above, and have all along bcen uni-

form in their conduét. Beware, therefore, of a
R relapfe
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relapfe into your former error. It is faid of the
prophet Aaksizct, that on a journey he was once
taking to heaven, he refufed every kind of vehi-
cle to be condudted thither with, excepting his
Afs.  Lst not the moral of this ftory be 2pDli. |
to vou in the future choice you may m.me of vour
1pmtu.1. condudors : Nor yet the vulger ftory of
#25, who, after they have b) chance, been feait-
iz or a horey-pot, will return with the fame re-
L%, to finth thcxr meals on an excrement.

So far by way of Introducton.-.--- et us now
take a2 more It articnlar view of the Siney rer-
formances w‘mh after feveral micaths hard la-
bour, with hvumer and tongs, nave appeared
againdt me.---The oirft, tho’ father’™d wpoa a poor
Mcchanick, is the well-known periormance of a
certain reverend Gentieman, whofe toes, it is faid,
“the \\‘itcl at carried away one richr while he was

aficen. 'z} \What a pity they ‘::1 et ke s fin-
cers a.!o as in that cafe ] xmcrht have been faved
t‘\P d:'wn:'\zb!e tatk ot w.ad'nw ‘hroogh his dirte
fcribble ——The other is the product of a very
grcat man, heretofore known by the naime of the
zpele-frger'd fm!rr and dridiine devcire-smaior
but of latter d ays, better known by the tide of
Siatbering S-- -1z, or D€ CURSING ProPHET.

But, my Brethren, you vour felves being

uum“ . what have thefe men 12id in defence ot
J 3
thur

ra) Hawever ludicroas this flory may appear, it 1s a fact

well known 1o all the gentleman’s ncwnbourhood and a cer-
tain hallad was maue an the occaiion ; bcgmnmg as follow: ;

« Comec liiten to my ftory,

« A weetn! teie 1 tell;

« A cermin wigkt, one frofty night,

« \uort oty s lxca with ten toes on,

st Lu. in 1 IMOT K »nweak'd and feund one half gone.”

-~

|
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their fellow teachers ? Why juft notking at all!
The firft fets out very learnedly indeed, for a Me-
chanick ; and makes a great pother about what he
calls ten Poftulates; by which fome of bis readers
have been led to conclude that I huave ten Puftules
on my nofc ; and others, tliat ten of the Apoftles
are againft -,

In this pa. . of his work the reverznd Mecha-
nick has thewn a wondrous talent at reafoning.
He quotes {craps of fentences from my letter,
fupprefies ti:e conclufions I had made, and palins
any thing that itrikes his own fenfelefs fancy, for
conclufions, not made by me indeed; but to ule
his own words, ¢ gathered from my letter.” I
will give an inftance or two of his faithful way
of gathering.

1 fay, (p. 5, 6) That ¢ they allow Grace to a_
*¢ prelate of another church, a title never given
“ to Chnift or his apoftles---that this is either a
“ fin, or not a fin. 1If it be a fin, why do they
* allowit? If it be no fin, why do they not
¢ take it to themfelves.” The plain inference
from all this was, that out of worlily views and
horrid adulation, they allowed an arch-prelate that
which they had never allowed to a true old Prefby-
terian minifter. [See p. 7.] But what does our
reverend Mechanick, in his way of Gathering,
conclude from all this?  You have it in his own
words, as toilows, viz.---¢¢ The A--h-b----p is. a
“ prelate of the church of England, theretore
“ he cannot be fuppofed to have any grace.”

Again when they fay, ¢ This A--h-b----p is a
¢ catholick friend to truth, and that they agree
& with him in fundamental doctrines;” I mexgion

me
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fome fundamenta! wuths and do&rines of his,
which they muft be church betrayers if they agree
with him in; namely, * denying a panty of
<¢ gofpel minifters, and the divine right of Pref-
¢ byterian ordination.” But what does our Me-
chanick gather from this? Why, fomething di-
rectly oppofite to it ; for he makes me wnte thus--

“ The A--h-b—-p denies a parity of gofpel
«* minifters, and holds epifcopal ordination to be
<¢ apoftolical ; therefore he can be no friend to
s truth atall.”—

This is a rare way of reafoning, and after fuch
fpecimens of our Mechanick’s honefty, it would
be needlefs to wade thro’ his infipid performance
any further. The charges which I brought a-
gainft the Eighteen, ftand yet wholly unanfwered,
and in order t refrefh the reader’s memory, 1
thall juft repeat the fubftance of them :

1. They allow grace o0 2 man out of vile flat-
tery, and without ever fending a deputation of
their own body to examine his fpintual expe-
riences, at the fame ume that they deny that
title to our own godly minifters; and therefore
they are deceitful double deaiers.

2. They call him a catholic (or univerfal)
friend to truth, that is 2 friend to all truth ; 2nd
yet by the principles of bis Church, he denies the
fundamental truths that diftinguith us as true
Prefbytertans ; and therefore they are our fecret
enemics.

3. They fign a letter, requefting him to indu?
one of his own clergy into a church, without any
elefion or cell from the people ; which mdu&ion
they muft be fure he would perform in the ufual

mewod
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methed of induing in his own church, by meer
authonty, and in a manner dire&tly oppofite to
Prefbyterianchurch-government ; and therefore
they prefume to fap the very foundation of our
difcipline, and the facred right of the people, to
chufe and fettle their own minifters.

4. Out of their unlawtul defirc to have this
abominable thing dore, they pray carncftly o
this A--h-b----p, as if to fome fuperior Being;
and therefore they feem guilty of a fort of ilolatry.

5. They recommend a man as very pious, who
has renounced his ordinanion vows when he was a
Prefbyterian minifter, trampled upon the difci-
plinc of our church compiled by our godly Fe-
tormers . and gone over to the prclauul church
of England. Nay, after he had entered into that
church, they declare further, * That he was a
« ﬁlccefsﬁll and pepular advocate for religion,
¢ that remarkabie bleflings aitended his miniftry,
“ in fome ftriking inftances of unqueftionable
¢« reformation from vice and infidelity ; and that
‘ they themielves were wwitmeffes of thofe thmgs
when not above one or two of them had the leait
acquaintance with the man before, or had been
witncffes to any part of his conduét, and wherefore
they have been guiity of a very great and preme-
ditated faltheod in their Letter.

6. Thele cighteen new-iight miaifters reprefent
to this A--h-b----p, that they arc fo happy as to
agree 1n the fundamental doltrines of religion
with that church over whick his Grace [ N. B.
here they call him Grace agamn] prefides; ard
that fo extenfive and warm is their regard for
thefe fundamental doltrines of the faid church,

that
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that no lefer matters or Jelfifb attachment to a party
can extinguith.  From all which ftrange language
1 concluded, my dear Brethren, that Thele Eigh-
teen were no Prefthcnans atall ; that they look-
ed upon all our confcieacious fcmples as a felbfb
atiackment 1o & party: and that feeing we were a-
grccd with the Enghth church in fundamentals,
it was very weak amd idle to differ from her
for lefi*r matters.  And thus have thefe men, in
one fulicme undermining, crafty and time-fcrving
letter, complimented away to that church all thar
we and our fathers, and our godly reformers have
been fo long contending for.

Our Mcchanick fays, he wants slecrnefs in thefe
things, and this may poffibly he truc, tor he that
has no clearnefs in his own arguments will {carcely
have it in the arguments of another. Being con-
vinced therefore of his own incapacity ior a work
of clearnejs, he next tries his hand at a work of
darknefs; namely, at railing, calumniaung and
- defaming the charaters both of the dead and liv-
ing,---a fure fign of a2 weak and difappointed foe.
Tho* he had betore figned a Letter declairing his
agreemenr with the prelatical church in funda-
mentals, and that he loved the church of England
fo vehemently, that no f:/fifd cttackmeut to a party
Should extinguifb it : Yet now that he meets with a
rub from that quarter, he falls foul of all her
clergv at once, as the only method left to con-
vince his people he was no church of England
man. Oanly one man living, and but two dead,
are found to have grace and foundnefs; others
are “‘vain and vicious in their lives, infipid and
¢« unfound in their doétrines, fcandalous crea-

tures,
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¢ tures, lars, d:mreE, Aininiaxs,” and the like.
All this is nothing but dirt pick’d out of the Noz-
tingbam [alias Crow-E, 2¢] fermon, and others of
the fame ftamp, thrown at the old Prefbytenan
minifters this twinty years paft, and now made
ufe of for the fame purpofe againft the prelatical
church ; fpecimens of which I gave in my former
Letter. But in my opinion, fuch grofs and gene-
r'1 calumnies feem to deferve no anfwer, becaufe
ey prove nothing at all; nor would I have
given mylelf any trouble about them, had I not
become the innocent caufe of their being thrown
out.
This Mechanick and his fuppleinger’d fidiing
nesc-light brother, have been a icribbleing and be-
ipattering almoft every denomination of proteit-
ants in this country thefe many ycars; (Roman-
Catholicks they have faid nothing againft, how
tar they are in league with them let the world
judge) covenanting “and old Prejlyievians, Bapijts,
Quzkers, and now prelatical Church-men, have all
been afperied by thele men. The excrements of
their brains are flung indifcrimenately at every
profeflion they don’t like, juft like dedlamszes who
catt about that of the Os-facrum, as they fuppofe, at
the by ftanders, but it generally returns upon their
own heads.

Two of the prelatical clergy are, however, more
particularly pointed at, with feeming bitternefs
and wrath. ¢ The firflt is faid to have got £ 20
¢ annaxed to his falary for writing @ /e to En-
« gland, refpecting exploits done by othersin de-
¢ tending the frontiers,” which exploits he called
his own. As this is fomething foreign from my

prefent
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prefent purpo'e, I fhail only beg lerve to afk a few
qudhons of our reverend Mecter.:k on the fub-
Je&t, with a view fhill further to thew his ftupidity
and inconfiftancy. \When he thus gave the lieto
another, how could he be pofiibiv fure that he
was wriing truth himicli > How couid he tell
what any pcrion wrote to Encland unlets he

had feen their privaze fettzr.  Ii an acdition of

venty poands was given in this cafe, might it not
have been beflowed for th= fame reafon that the
Like additions were faid o have been made inma-
ny other trontier miflions, as well as for writing a
lie ; namely, hecaule ia fuch times of public caia-
mity the pcople were unable to pertorm their con-
tralts to their miilionanes? But I am told
that this matter was quite otherw.js, and that
there never was any additional falary given to the
prelatical mlﬂxon..n hinted ar, and that his falary
was from beginning twend .50 perannum and no
more, for the truth of which the fociet y’s books
are quoted.

As to exploits dene on the frontiers, I carnot
but laugh to hear our reverend Mechanick men-
tion them ; for wharloever elfe he may alledge
aa.;mﬁ the prelaucal miffionary heis fo angry at,
onc thing I myfelt am certain of, that he ftuck by
his pcople and his poft to the end of our difturb-
ances ; 3 whiie our Mechanick, on the firft breaking
out of thcm, was fo tender of his Releter and his
few remaining fees, that he packed oft bag and
bagzage, and left his people and the Savages to
fight it out between them.

“The charges brought tgamﬁ the other of thefe
prelatical clcrgy‘ “ his having ftudied the

i law,

e
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«¢ law, his being 'og vam? and dull to be accept-
« able to Prefbyterians, his forging their creden-
“ gals, preaching to an ignorant people tll he
“ got a little money, and then marching to the
<« Bifhop for orders.” Now I cannot ‘e how any
of thefe things help to vindicate the Eighteen
from the charges I have hrought againft them,
nor how they came here at all ; but f2ace our Me-
chanick will offer fuch things as anfwers, 1 muft
tike fome notice of them. And in the firft p ce
then, I think I never before heard that the ftudy
of the law was reckoned a crime in any man.
Are not the laws fyftems of morality, compoied
by wife men for the good of fociety? And way
not our great Cakvin himfelf, and others of our
godly reformers, eminent lawyers and cruzzons @
As to the gentleman’s being too vaia and dull
be acceptable to the new-light Prefbyterians, X
think I remember the time when he paffed mufter
wich approbation among them; prayed and read
in their private meetings, and was in high cfteem
with them; 2nd it muft be fomething elfe than
dullnefs that enabled him to break thro® the fetters
of an education received fo early in his youth a-
mong them. As to kis forging their credentials,
he would have been very filly to have chofen
theirs, becaufe he could not but know that the
credentials of the whole party were in fo fmail
efteem that they would not procure a man a pint
of beer all the way from Nifbamaxy(a) to Bofios.
And I am well informed that fuch as their creden-
C tials
(a) A in P ia, the original feat of the new
lgh: {-og-go.%c. o o heome ot beding 2

P.uctw in New-Jerfey.
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tals were, he received them freely from them, as
well as from others of more confequence.
But what is all this to the bufinefs in hand ? And
I wonder that when our wrathful Mechanick be-

“took hinfelf to this manner of bringing railing.

accufations, infteai of fair anfwers, he did not
confricr what an opening he has given to thefe
prelatical clergy, to pay him back in his own way.

Suppofe they in return for the treatment they
have received, fhould alfe call from the dead fome
of the moft foul-ravithing, fin-confounding, heart-
purging preachers (according to our Mechanick’s
fcheme) that this country ever produced; men
~ denominated fons of thunder, who befides the
eommon requifites for converted minifters, pre-
‘tended 9 extraordinary calls from heaven to fet
-a whole country in a flame ; fentencing the fettled
“-minifters where ever they went, as carnal dumb

dogs, unhit to lick up their fpittle, {9c.---And

fuppofe they thould go farther, and make the re-
cords of civil courts fpeak, as well as the records
of your own prefbyteries, producing to the world
pro:ecutions for adultries, fornications, perjuries,
and the like. Suppofe they fhould mufter up
alfo profecutions for burning of pious books, pet-
ticoats and laced hats, under the pretence that
every man and woman fhould burn their god,
with tuch-L.ke freaks of religious madnefs that ex-
eccded even that of the Munfler Entbufiafls--- 1 fay,
fuppofing all this, what chance do you think your
tea. hers would ftand ? Do you imagine that cven
the righteous Eighteen themfelves would efcape ?
- No, my Brethren!" for fome of the moft eminent
of them, though afterwards acquitted, were the

wnortunate
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unfortunate fubjets of fome of thefe prefecations,

and that too in the midft of all their pretenfions to
fuperior fané&ity and divine illuminations; and
againt many of the reft, fufficient matter for
fcandal might be raked up. One. for inftance,
might be fhewn taking out above futy warrants
for his ftipend, and begging hard to be appoinzed
Conficble to execute them alfo ; with maay other
things of the like kind, which would, | am furs,
enable thefe prelatical men, it they knew the
Eighteen as well as I do, to take ample amends
for this Mechanick’s abufe----And would I not be
juftified to do fo myfelf at this time, confiderin

the heavy charge brought by thefe men againg
the Covenanters?  But what would the caufe of
truth or religion be benefitted by all this? Per-

fonal [candals, and raking into the afhes of the

dead, are what I would not willingly be drawn
into, unlefs by great provocation. The caufe of
Prefbyterianifm, and not the charalters of men,
is now the fubject of controverfy. I have laid be-
fore you, my Brethren, an original letter, and
many ftubborn falts relating to your teachers,
and thefe I conceive are far from being anfwered
by the {currilous attempts that have been hitherte
made for that end. .
- The next thing the author of the Addrefs takes
offence at, is my afferting that feveral of the eigh-
teen new-light minifters are illiterate mechani ks 3
‘““ the world, he fays, are too well acquainted
¢ with their abilities”----At the fbu:tle, the needle,
and the %/, he muft certainly mean. But will,
this prove (fays he) that ¢ they had not a regular
¢ education ?”~-«T0 be fure it will.--For do thefe .
men
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mnenpretend to have fu:h prodigious gifts and en-
dowments of nature that they may jump from be-
hind a iscm, cr bide of leather, in a year or two,
without a regular educavon in a college, and
fpring up an Apoftle, and go forth a preacher of
the Gofpel ?—*¢ But this calumny, we are told,
¢ ftrikes at the great apoftle Paw/ himiclf, for he
* was a tent-maker.” But notwithftandingall
this, he was brought up at the feet of Gamalicl,
onc of the moft lzarned Rabbiesof the Jews, and was
!cgularly taught many languages, ard inftructed

the fciences to fuch a degree, that the Roman
govcrnor thought that mwch learning made bim

sead.—-] fhall readily grant that thc fame power
which was able to call “the prophets and apcles,
is ftill able to cali men from the feop-board, or
pedismg-pack, and make them founa preachers of
fus word.——But if God thought it ne effary in the
arft ages of his Gofpel to beftow his g:fts upon
the fimple and illizerate, 1s it to be inferred from
thence that he does fo ftill ? or does the church of
Scotland beleve, or pradtife any fuch do&trine ?---
does fhe not prefcribe ftrict rules for the education
of youth for the miniftry, and the examinaton of
candidates for ordination ? are they not to be fet
afide, let their fpiritual pretenfions be what they
wiil, without full proof of their abilities in human
lcarmng ? did ever fhe countenance fuch mad en-
thufiafhc rant ?

The apoftles went not forth to preach before
they were endowed with powerfrom on high---A
tefimony of which they produced wherever they
went.---St. Pasxl! could raile the dead---St. Peter
eould curc dilgafes---they were all filled w}t_}ll t]hc

oly-
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Holy-Gho#t, and in a moment fpoke Latin, Greek,
and all the languages of the Eaft. Now if your
cightecn minifters can do fuch things, let them
fhew their commiffions—-let them work a fmall
miracle or two ; let any one of them weave me
twenty vards of lin=n in an hour; make a pair of
fhoes out of a turnip, eor give fome other inftances
of their power, and I fhall foon become one of
their profelytes.

Here I doubt not, our reverend Mechanick
vill be ready to curie mea fecond time, as an ene-
my to the jain's of the Lerd, and endeavour to
frighten me out of my {enfes, by a repetition of
the following tremendous gueftion,---<¢ Have you
““ not reafon to fear that the blaft of divine pro-
* vidence will confume your defigns?” Such
queftions may frighten the good women and
nurfes of ****¥** . "by: | am now an old refolute
fellow, not to b» cared in this enlightened age
with either popifp or rew-fight anathemas, and can
leave myfeif at the difpofal of divine providence,
while I am conicious of purfuing the di&tates of
truth and reafon. However, it is to be hoped that
divine providence will blaft the defigns of thefe
mer: and their brethren, in attcmptmg to divide
proteftants, and deitroy the Prefbyterian profeffion
in this country.

[ have now done with this Mechanick, except-
ing only that I cannot pais over a ftroke of verfe
shat he has given us in his 8th page.

““ Will they nt be apt to tel] you that yeu bave bilied

“« Them, in jaying that ibey denied,

s« That their brethren bad grace, ( Tact®
% dnd that they bad a methed of j:dging & man's flats by bss

This
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This was certainly the torm in which thele lines
were intended to ftand, if the filiy printer had not
thrown them into fuch onder, as tw make them
nEItaSr profe nor verie.-------- I coine now to the
production of the Pregvierian Elar, [ as he
calls umielt) ahas the crrsixc ’ropueT. And
I confefs I cannot but lauzh in my ileeve (to ule
his own words) to fec him iabouning and tuga-
ing through fix pazes © prove that | cannot be a
Pro@ﬂman Ceversx!.r, but a Church-mzn or pre-
Iztical Ciorgvmen.  Some of his argumenis to
fhaw that I cannet be 2 Covenanter, h =\‘ besn
alrzady taken notice of.----1 thail oniy Cacd » That
he ceajectures that I am 2 churchman, 'rom the
< !tad\ reception my iirtt Letter me: with irom ail
« the prelancal clersyv, and thatthey wore o chari-
*« table As to Give them awzy Ly handiuls on the
« Sabbath day.«¢ T am realiy glad that any thing
from a Pretbyterian is rexd by Church-peeple; of
they have laud afids proudice s parhaps this may
be a2 means that more oi cur writing may get a-
mong taem, and pa!-.uh aniwer forme valuable
cnd.---\ ow, wheth s 1t was tor tae {ake of the la-
bours of the Eighter, or of my Remarks, that
they were io fond of thom. is bet® ko e them-
feives; but I am apt to bc‘“-‘ e 1t was anefly to let
their peanls fee what el hisxa Peetbytonan minii-
ters had wrote to the A-n- o--p ---Asthething wa
2 novelty, 10 was no wennder tiey were cur: :5us--But
17 theie be any thir £ 1 tais arcument, it proves
me 2 Prefbvterian----oocauie there was fwenty
bought by Prefbvterins, for one, by a Churen-
man.----But his principal argunient to innnuare
saat [ am a church-mun is, that none ceuld have
the

rry
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the opportunity of the originil Letter ¢ fent te the
¢ A--h----p, lon_ cnough to write thefe Remarks
« but a Church-man.” But thisis a poor reaton,
it being well knowr to hundreas, that the original
Letter of the Eightzen, had been returne: to Pii-
éadzipk1a fix months before the publicaticn o1 the
Remarks, and hzd been lent and copied, trige-
ther with the papers attending it, by every bo\xy
that was defions to taks that trouble. If it
will be any fatistaction to our Elder, I can tell
him that I faw the Onginal in the hands ot a iead-
ing member oi t e old Pn-ib}tcn.m church in Phi-
h:f:{!rltia.

As this Elder purfues much the fame tra& with
the Mechanick his new-light brother, the fame an-
fwois will terve tor both.  Taking 1t for granted,
that ke has proved me a Ciure b-man, hc then
goes on to throw abuut him the charges of Armi-
xmn-j?: {Fe.---a {kale merhod with th“‘k‘ men, of
endeavourning to prejudice and slarm their foilowers.

For my part I deteft the errors ci Armimius,
and cani:ot jec how any thing of this king is lug-
gcd infe the pretent dnfpute. Tho’, by the hye,

t aitonifh:s me to hear any of the Fi izhteen ob-

' J'-"cane this as a crime. It was but the other day

that thoy were crying up ranx Adrmeziars as dear
brcthr;n and fe. .ofv-’a::&wfrc in the Lord : Nay,
they were crov.dng, kuging, iuffing, and mak-
Ing entertarynents for t‘xcrn as angels trom heaven.
Thc errors of dyminiss, my dear Brethren, are
certainiy deteftable Hergies;  yet itill many things
he has taught, will far better ftand the teit of rea-
fon than fome of the hornble do&rines which New-
lights have been preaching and publifhing thefe
twenty years pait. Indeed
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Indeed, I can fcarce help pitying the Fighteen,
s0 fee what poor fhifts they are reduced to, in or-
der to impoie upon their congregations, and apu-
logize tor their ftrange conduct in writing this
Letter: And yet my regard for truth, and for
fuch a refpettful body of Ckrijians as you zre,
obliges me to expoie them.

Let then all unprejudiced and impartial Pref-
byterians in the world, judge who are their great-
eft enemmnies ;---thofe men who with a fair appear-
ance are poifoning the very vitals of their difdi-
pline, and undermining the fun.'amentals of their
church-government, or I, who am endeavouring
to open the eyes of my dear Iellow Chrifhans, un-
mafking theie hypocrites, and detending the Pref-
byterian caufe from their ftabs in the dark.----In-
deed had thefe Eighteen themielves but common
gratitude, I humbly prefume that inftead of abuf-
ing me, they would look upon me as their faith-
ful friend. Have not my poor labours brought
them in a manner to a fenfe of their errors?---The
Elder < declares it was a well-defigned miftake,”
and the Mechanick fays, ¢ they had not duly
¢ confidered all the circumftances of the cafe.”---
Now to whatarethey indebted for finding out their
miftake ? or for being obliged to acknowledge
it o publickly,whenthey had found it out?--Is itout
poflible that if I had not interpofed they might
have proceeded from one miftake to another, till
your religion was no more ?I confefs [ have ftrong
fufpicions of them ftill, for I find this /learned
- Frophet impofing upon you with a definition of the
- word Indugl. [«Its primaryand ftriétly proper fig-

% npification, he fays, ] is no more, than to inrroduce,
(4 4
“or
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s or bring in; and when [applied to the fettlements of minif
« ters, is the fame thing with their being fersid or inflalled
“ in a congregation.” I now challenge him and all his partys
to thew in any one writer upon church-government in the
church of Scotland, that the word Iadu:2, is made ufe of, or
applied to the icttlement of Presbyterian minifters in their con-
gregation..

A Aritor, feventeen hundred years age, was underftood tobe a
mzn yainted like an American Sceage.--Is it fo anderftocd
now ¢ And would rat any one be lzughed at for hus igno-
rance, to fay thata Briizx and an Jndras was all one ? becaaie
the word S8rizsn originally fignified fafstes: —I grant that the
Latin word Isdco  fomeunnes iigmifics to intreduce, or bang
ir, and it xs often fignifcs s gr¢ ca cre 5 g6, 0 capsls, or de=
cizr, (in which laiticnfe I believe he intends to ute 1t)—But
the Englith Zazes tells us that when the word Tsdui? ¢ is appli-
¢ ed 10 the feitlvment of miniiters,” it fignines giving potiel~
“ fion to an incambant of his church, by ieading him i:0 a4
“ and delivering him the Kevs by the commiflary, or oiher
«« perfon appoinied by the 22463, and by his ringing one of
¢ tae bells. The maaner and form ot IrduZion 15 this—
¢ The minitter who is to Lie 72fu2:4, is to exhibit his mandate
« frem the Bifep to the Lirch-deacsz, or other perion to whom
« itis direted ; —'The IndaTer ther tales the minitier by the
«« hand, ard lays itcn the Key of the Church, and iays, By
“ Virtuz of ois inflezrzent I inca? yeu iz:o t2¢ yead, alaal, and
« cerpaal puiea of toe roiltery or <icarepr of vizdh
« afl @5 fraies, prefts, memders, aad apisrieamces. This
«« done, he opens the door, and puts the raiiter in poffefion
s¢ of the church ;  after which the miniiter 15 to read the Com-
“ nzn Prape- and thirty-nine Areiclss of the churek, and de-
¢« clare his i1Tent and conient to them.  He mait aliv read the
“« By p’ Engitth certficate, in which 1s a declaration of his
¢« contormuty.---And of aii duts he muft have twe or three wit-
¢ neifes, who muft fign that ticy heard him doat, ana ke
¢ rea:iy to auteit it Frva Fere.  And within three moenths ofter
¢ Iugicdion, he multalio 2ppear 2c the Quarter-Scions, and
¢« take the Abjuraiion cath.” ThRis you mavdezend upor,
1s a true account of JaduZur a3 atis explared and cniorced b e
the laws of Greas-Brirar, which I hope will have mors aedit
and authority with you than the Suleloh exulansioa of tiis
‘T'riffer, which was rever henrd o ta cither toe Scotch or Eng-
lith churches——DBuat he fGvs, 300 0o church of En~land ufes it
inany other fenfe (than bi.) where thes huvg Lo etabiishment,

D mdcs
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-—m:t thm‘fol!ow.fp.elit Pre:‘bvm&ns muf pot wie it i
fenfe, when places where ve no
riizment ’-—-(.txtanlyméhcn they were :::7.:"0 the
A-—-h-b-—p of Cantrbary, they were fare he would underftand
Soduftren 1n the fenfe of his charch, the fenfe of the laws, the
fem:.\e!:ad zlways been ufed to take it m, efpecially when
i:d it to the fettlement of one of his own clegy—
Andlt had 2ay other meaning in it, or intended that he
fhould wndcrftand it in sy other Light, thc) ought to have fent

him 2 paraphraje, with annouitons to explun it.
The Prushyterian Elder, (p. 13) axcles mcof“bemg very
« apprehentve that the Eighteer, or others of their brethren,
** wil go for the gowa. Peor foul, {Gys he) fet him %t his
¢ heatr at eafe, and Rlay at leaft ull fome of them do go. "—-
Now Idonotrmcmbznhatlhneexprrﬂi-d ary foch appre-
kenfon ; bat fince ue has put the thing into my }.c:l:lmkl am
pto:hg:onﬂv picafed with tbc noticn of it. Ny, I 1 fee
alrea&r ce therr way, and canmot withitand the templa-
, nonefpumngtheamxxmmch muff be held between the

B:d«p ard them, on the oxailon.

1. Candidate. J—kn Bl--r, (to the Bzﬂmp’ po'tet) Pleafe
your wer/iep, Sir, arc vou the Bithop ?

2d. Cand=daze, 7-‘5. R-wr-n. Pogh' werhhip! that there
1s the utle of oac of our Jaltives : Let me fpeak to hfn——
;‘i*yom‘&?-RW, Sir, arc you the man they call the

“hop :

P:'tr. Hzh! hah! hah! [an]

id Cardriue. Ch-ris T-nx-xt. We den't come here, dir.
to be laugh d at.  We are come for the guwn, and expet to
be uféd like gentlemen.

Perter. i heg your pardon, Idid pot thirk yoa had been
candidsics for the minifiry—I am not the dithop : 1 am ouly
his Lore! hu,) s port:r——-—-but if you will waik mmto the h:x!‘
b’ Lorit ;) s man will vou.u.:t nan that veu want to fee am.

1. Can.tizce, J-ba Pl W have commitied a naton
mw“r,( S2:1---Sirs, lct us t's '-c care,—--this man is to thew

Bn.f‘xoa, :md we muit cail him his Lordfhin,«———
‘ll'vya.tafl smereducd.)
£y, Voot humitle Servant, Gentlemen ; hew do youdo?

L]
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B:fep. Huve wou ary Llﬁncﬁmdnm Gentiemen?
3d Candbidate. Co——s T——¢, If we had not bufincfs with

yon, we woald not come here:- -Yes, we are come to get the

wn.
80&‘ . What! You are Candidates for holy orders i

Ay'! ay ! we are Caxdit-pates for orders.——

Biltep. PnyGendcmen; what coilege or univerﬁtypm
you educated in }—r

3d Candidate. Cb-rl.s T-aw-nt, Pleade your Bifcp-prict, we
were learned mmy father's ouwn colleze and werpiy at Shemmryy.

B,ap. I never heard of it leom—»uhztp.naf the world
sitm?

:d Candidate. Chb-rl-s T-zx-nt, Why, it was in fmerrcz, 1t
was near theaty feetlong, and almof ten wide-—baot the logs

are all rotten longago. Indeed, I taink, I have nsardla.dy,
that the w:icded prople that hive there, have made a &g fre of
it. Dear Sir, what a wacked worid is this?
. Bifep. Have you amy credintiass, or tefamomals of vour
good life, and chnftian behaviour *e——

\ Candids:c. J-ba Bl-v, As to that there thing aboat cre-

ydentials, d’ye fee me, we didn’t wrouble our heads abous them,

---for we heard, may it pleate his Zsrdjhip, that Dupes and
Duxces, or even Debanchers, migkt get the gown.——

Bikep. 1 am very forry, Su, xh:tyonha\chce-ﬁxlxr 7
formcd, or thatthere fheald be any perion in the chnitan -
world ioxgmmandwn.kedastorep!ﬂcnt our church in fo
urjuft 2 light-—we take uncommon to keep all fuch as
you mention, from getting into t!n he-—we never admit
any but fuch as we 2re well acquad ath cariclves ; or have
pruper credentials from perfons of kedwa veraaty ;—-And as w0
abilics, we examine them jiridily. ——

- Wt Caxd. F-bx Bl-r. As toabilides--I fiall anfwer for my-*

fcl .—I have learn’d all O<nd, except his A-j¢ dmazd:, which
is 00 carnal c— ,
3l Cond. F-bn R-x-z, 1 have learned as far ac Progy-cue -
wervibemes, 1 think they aall it. 1've forgot z!moit aw niy
Latin :-- Butl ferv d my ome, quo’ fthe, wi as gmd a wea-
ver as any in the North of Ir=iand. 1f bas Lord 25 wants a
picc: of guxd ten hurdred lisen for yoeur ain (uiis, 1§l under-
take, wi che fuce ef clay, @’y fee me, to work you one, and
it fhan’t coft ye afarthi: 2.
sth Cand. . dxdr-zv X -y--- Pleafe vour Exccllcncy Sir, 1

am as good a wcaver a: cver shrew a flnnitle, aot that | By ic
m\!‘lfﬁc—-— )
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" oth Cans. ¥—b-n T--4, Brag, they fay, is a dog,
‘ hns Holdfaft iz:bctter. Iam asggood a mZ-vtr, brogt’;:z:'l B;-g-
as ever you were. ‘
~ 4th Cand. Awdr-av B—y-- Indeed- you tell a flory, I can
beat you at that, and making awbj#y too———does your Excel-
1 want a dram in-the morning ¢ I have gota kegg-of my
dcon:glc diftill*d at your fervice——— \ ‘
6th Cand. B..wy..m.x Cbfa.t, 1 have lcarned as far asthe f-
" «en paris of fpeech— 4
aft Cend. §.bm Bl.r, (The cicht parts, you fool ')
6th Cand. B.#j.mu Chfus, Ay! ay! the eight paris—
But I always thought it finful to {pend my time in reading thefe
" Heathenith authors——1I have been bred a fbce-maker, and if
* yorr Honour and Worfhip has any old floes or boots t6 heel-
. tap, 1 fbould be glad to ferve con.——
~th Cand: Ch.rls MKnght,—And fo fhould I too—1] have
| ferved my time to the fame trade—And 1 can aufiwer for bro-
| ther L.oor.#c. here, as well as myfeif, (for he is a man of flow
' dpeech) that he can work at the thee-making. trade as well as
- any of us. ' _
' 8th Cand. Avdr.ws H.rt.r, Fleafe your Wifdom, Sir, I have
. been bred thirty years to buiidicg of houfes—if any of your ca-
| ®ins or any other of your zzc¢/fary houfss are out ot order, | can
| foon mend them, for, d’ye fee me, 1 am acarpester.——
1oth Cand. H. gk M, (jerasching bis J lam a
Daylors at your fe —If your Bifbop fbip wants a pair of
&rescbes made, 1 caliiiit you to a hai | :
»d Cand. Ch.rls ¥.wn.zr, Pleafe your Bifbop-grick, 1 am a |>
{ Sadler—do you want a new pad, girth, or cruppggto your
! $addle *—1 thould L .
| v1th Cand. Pss T.24),, Labskous! 1 belicve you iptend
v.0t to let me fpcak amorg vou at all——Alr. Moderaior, 1 am
' 2 8&ikr, I can hend, reef, ard fieer, and box the compafs |
. with any lad that ever flcop d the ceck; and I can fpeak Latin
| o fluentiy as any of them—I learncd as far as A/s-an-guyoni, 1
think they call it, which my n:aficr told me, figaified, the dog
7 in t2e extry, The Moderator knows whicther my mai-
tcr taupht me ripght : |
Dijwps 1 find thzt rone of you were ever defigngd, or edu- |
‘wated for the minittry.———T'radcfnen in their proper {pheres, }
.ﬁ;

P ma

cught to be enccuraged and valu d- but minifters of the Gof-

rel require abilivics of a diicient natere,—they ought to ynder-

! i'and the learicd langunges, natwral and moral philofyphy,

“and divinity. ' o
1ft Caxa,
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1t Cand. ¥.im Bl..r\— ivingity '—why we all Imdél'ﬂlnd‘]
that——we have read the moft pious and learned fyftems that |
are extant, ——Such as~The Pilgrim's Pregrefs—The Kifs- :
breech of Chriffianity—Mr. Whithield’s Fournals—A1 '

' Stocl for crippled Chrifitans—Crumbs of Comfort for Chriff's
Chickens— Hkes and Ecus to bad up a Chriflian’s Breeks— 4 gentle
ve 10 a beavy-ars’d Chriftian— Heegh-beel °d fooon for Dwarfs
in Cbrif—Tbe Gedly Sayings of a female Child of thirteen Years
old, as it fpoke themisjelf 20 its own Mothes—and Mr. T———ut's
Sermons. S ‘

Bifpep. 1 am afiranger to thefe books.——My advice :to
you is, that you would purfue your refpe@ive trades and oc-
cupatiors, «nd quit all thoughts of preaching in sny fociety
of chnitians. So I bid you farewell.

And now my brethren, thefe are fome of the men whom
the Elder teiis us are *“ men of liberal education, and folid,
learning,” thefe are fome of the mer among whem he could
find but rawo Mechanicks ! Is it not aftonithing to find men that

retend to common honefty, venturing t advance foch pal-
pable falthoods, to you who knew theie men in their original
‘ meanefs, following their various occuypations to which they
were bred, and many of them, cither thro® lazinefs or igno-
-yance, making but fcurvy figures even in’ thofe occupations ?
With the iike affurance we find this Elder asking “what law of
*“ God or of man have the eighteen broken i why will he force
me to anfwer this queftion ! Has not their wholke condu& for

magy years been a viclation of that Clarit; and fubordinations
by whuch the order and peace of the church of God is to be |
?» Have they not been the means of diffolving many
focicties, of breaking the folemn ties and contrally |
en paftors and their people ; thurfling themfelves inte |
¥ congrepations of the fettled miniftry, martyring .and de- |
ftroying their charaflers, takihg the very bread out of ‘their |
mouths and the mouths of their children, and ttafiug 3t into
their own :---After playing this game for 2 number oF jears a-
mong Presbyterians, they then attempt the fame thing among
Epiicopalians. With this view (piivately and 'hoping - their
names never might be kncwn) they wrote their famous letter
10 2 A----hp~--p of the prelatical chuich, praying him to
countenance a fcene of divilion and difturbances, made by anm |
intruder into 2 peacable church in thefe parts ; and in order te.
induce him to do this Lad thing, they fuifomely compliment a. |
- way to him the fundemental Principles and doétrines of true
Presbyterianifm |

I fay
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I Gay they did this thing[fulgomely and balely ; for it feem
they never intended that one word of their letter should be
wsderfloed in the common acception of languages. On the can-
trary it appears from the production of our learmed Elder, that
the following paraphrafe and annotations ougzat to have gone
along with 1t, which 1 have coliected from tundry parts of
this mighty fophufter’s works, and thrown into one view, for
the readers eafe, —

¢ To the a--b—--p of Canterburv”---(vhom we do not
acknowledge as an a---b- p; but as the Frefidear, and yet
not as the Prefident, but as the Moceraser of the fouety sor
the propagation of the Gofpel in foreign parts, and theiciore
do academtally, though very unwillingly c.il A--h-b----p.)

*« May it pleafe your Grace,”.—(no: grucions, for tht we
do not believe you are, as yov kave never ceclaed your ex-
periences and converfion.  But your grace fo cailed irom being
a Peer of the Realm.)

¢ Encournged by the amiable character we have received
¢ of your Grace, as a fincere and caiiaiic fnerd o tivih and
¢ pracrica! clsgion,” ' ———(Pleafe to underiaid us We will
not be .. skd or calling an A--h-b----p a friend w truth and
practical ~eligion—-we fay no fuch thing-—v.econis 2 we have
secemved fuch a character of your Grace, witicut tuppefing
that yea are {uch.)

¢ Weminifters &c. providentally conven’d---{not in fynod ;
forevery mun of ccmmon fenfe knows that wheawe are Con-
wer’d in fynod, we ave not conven’d by Prewidezce. Bur we

the eightecn miniftsrs who are conven’d o’ providence) ¢ wn-

Solicited by the genticnan concerned” (for indced not above one or
iwo of us ever fory him, and know alicoft n about
him, and are thercfore very propei judges, and pggions to re-
cummecnd him) ¢ Jeg leawe to addrcls yekr grace ataeffes,
to the trutl, of what we are guing to iay. Lo 't mifuncer-
itand us, for what we have been #ituefe: to we have ouly
feen by Learfay, as Sauncto Pancta faw his mitticfs.  And that
15, that Mr. Mc.C/——=n is a faccelsie!l wna popular advocate
in the caufe of truth and relipion.  ** ‘T hi: centleman has for
fome time paft officiated in 1'hiladelphia, 2e.d Las given fuch
fpecimens of his zeal &c. Of all this we havebeen B itafes,
that is we have heard fo, “ and forumaiicdds « & ing bas at-
tended Fis minifivy in fome flviking infhinces of unguejlivzadle re-
Formation from vice and infidility. Now we beg to be under-
flood right---We don’t believe Mr Mc C-----n to be a pious
wman, butavery Impruderzman. Yet we thirk and bclie‘ve,
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that a clergyman of the church of England may reform from
viceand igtdility, and convert people from therr fins, tho he
be not converted himfelf. And this is more your zrage knows.
than we eyer allowed could be done by a Presbyterias minifter.)
¢ Ard wedg l:a e to affere pour grace that the' e wxll.
““ met be accountable for axy mans pradentials. (For be pleafed
to obferve again, Mr. Mc. C--—-n is very imprudent, vet he .is
very worthy of our hearty and ¢ warm recommendatons, and
very fit to propagate religion and virtue- - We fay tho’ we
¢ will not determine future contingencies™ (that is we would
not have your grace to take us for Witrhe:) * yet it is sur api-
wion 2oat Lis comtinuing in Philadelpbia will advance chrijtianity™
““ And tierfore, wve rioft earnefily pray your grac: aweld wje your
infizence 10 dave bim Inducled® ) Now mark us well, we would
not have him Induceqpin your prelatical way of Indzting or
lugging in at the churdh Joor, or window by the end of the
bell-rope, or drawing him thro’ the key-hole; but we would
have him Ju6uSed, that is fettled and initalled in our own godly
way, by a deputation from the Presbytery, and the elders of the
congregation, of the prelatical church of Philadeiphia. Nor
it fo much him that we would have isdv@ed. fettled, or m-
falled nerther, as his truely firi® ¢ Calvinifm and his zeal for
its fapport” and his faid calvinifm and zeal for its fapport fo
indzlled, fertled, or inftaled to continue 2 popularpreacher in
the city of Pailadelphia far ever.
Praying for your Grace, «we are, &,

gy dear brethren T have taken motice of every thing
- material in thefe two flimfy performances, and
pn:; lcave of you for this time,it eiving me the gres-
e and iatisiaction to thi.k that 1 have prefented you
M, 2 2 fecond fairime ; hoping that this one of the fall will
be asacceptable, as the lait fpring one I fent you. If thefe men
macea due impravement of the gentle treatment I have now
given them, I {l:ali reit fatisfied ; but if they continue hardned
I kave arod in ftore for them, and fhall not fpare it, at giving
them their thivd correction next fpring ; and this 1 ﬂuﬁ
do, it T live, withcut the afittance of any epifcopalian -
teacher, or lavman v hatioever, ior nota circumftance relat-
Inz  them has cuaped :ny notice, thefe twenty yeers,
and upwards @ and indecd T thould be athamed to ask affiftance
to camolifh a huadred fuch opponents as have yet appeared a-
gamd me for o well acquainted with the abilities of the
| whole
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whale party ; nd-hgulhnenu&and hteous caufe,
mdpyno moreregard @ their fcn])blings,,nid quiblings,
wgmﬁmagunﬁxmmm Solﬂnll
tha: [ am what 1 always told 'you, an af-
your fpintoal enitare ;——

A tue Prefbyrenan Laymar.

CHP LI I2 3 (PC NP 22, 439

Advertifement.
A S am @ yueng anther, }nﬁjr et cm the tradici :f unitizg,
Jm, eiécly tredie;od § ing azd z2suing x5
° the ‘a&':t wvthent fe or rexvard ; [ bave roa-
Jou e etﬁﬁ cfm.:& inekpry, if amy imaccwracies mey be
ﬁnl ix thcs oy ;msu‘ pevparana. Pizin trath, aitocat are

, 85 Wob? § zixy &t 1578’ 152 <véele.  Finsixg wy
ﬂmﬁ‘qt‘u‘#y’ﬂ mayy 2tacks, made by me3 svta
are for their abear, (and csn'equentiy cags: 25 Re ne bunglers)
and [Sppefed dlfe v nkﬁt.:.?n:nr) uim;adﬂ&duhu
the Teacher: of & perpoaiinn ;5 1 begin i3 bave & greater opi-
..9".1:&51:@ fma, nd’n:‘tma’uthtlj\tl'

dey mess wpex it ; (‘MJ&-; recsli>Ziny a pshage I lave

. That toe. 4\«:)&:0::3 rses, learned the art
* of pravup 1 thar wiwes, &) ifirmcg, that uaaea Afs bal
~ q.ut crdan,:.' téaivad t5e Eotter, ag: .

“ or fruir,” confidericg 185 Kirvetion, axd af,

Jrofesc purpefe, 1 deiay-d 1k .s.....rp.,:.z/u jcxe timlil
weas expuited by the pudiic, 1 edor that thofe And
Bavesbeir Mﬁutg at toe Fivd. For bad i th

2detr apsy wanis sawe loft oi midling at 1 A
to bavefell foal of tie.lnr:er. J..i RS *er&ap.. its frait .ugbt
bave been a-r&d"e atwall 23! .05, svvereas moww they are joal-

tived over all thee woriliren i’rna ved, ‘..J‘: newbers gome Jo

¥ Farm, ret |
"Nov. 1-th, 1761. Ihe Layman,
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