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“Calvinism Stained with Blood.”

BY THE REV. JAMES M’CI{AIN.

—

“Calvinism is stained withi bload,’2has. heen the stereotype
and world-wide denunciatior ammst@n:vm;sts for ages. Cal-
vin burnt Servetus,-rthe Calumsts of Holland butchered, im-
prisoned, and b'm)@hed-t."hc mn(‘ceht Armmtar\s,--tue Puritans
of England perpetrated untold horrors® izt *the-name of their
creed, and the Puritans of New England burnt and hung the
unfortunate witches, and maimed, and fined, and banished the
poor Quakers and Baptists—is still the outery, long and loud.

Yes, “Calvinism ¢s stained with blood.”” Her garments are
dyed with blood. The stains of blood upon her have been be-
coming deeper and broader, from the first century of the chris-
tian era down to the last. These stains of blood will, we be-
lieve, become deeper and broader before the world ends.—
One Paul, the great expounder of the Calvinistic creed, was
covered with this blood, in dying a martyr for the truth as it
is in Jesus. The Waldenses, those venerable representatives
of Calvinism and Presbyterianism, of a pure and simple chris-
tianity, during the darkness of three centuries, were deeply
stained with this Calvinistic blood, as they were hunted and
shot down for generations, and driven to the vallies and moun-
tain fastnesses of Piedmont, because they would not renounce
their religion. The Huguenots, those noble christians of

- France, were reeking with this blood, when time and again,
for conscience’ sake, they died on the scaffold, and were
slain by the armies of their own country, and were gathcred
together and butchered in cold blood, by thousands, in the
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2 ¢CALVINISM STAINED WITH BL0OD.’’

horrible massacre of St. Bartholomew. Calvinistic Scotland
too, has no small share in these blood-stains. Tens of thou-
sands of her noblest sons and daughters were burnt at the
stake, were shot down before their wives and little ones, and
dyed many a heather plain of Caledonia, in their resistance to
civil and religious despotism, and their establishment of civil
and religious liberty. The Puritans of England, also, have a
large portion in this bloody inheritance, in pulling down the
English throne, and beheading the English king, in pouring
out their blood like water in many a hard-fought battle, and
thus giving to the English, according to Hume, ““the whole
freedom of their constitution.”” Nor must the Calvinists of
our own land be excluded from the list of this blood-stained
multitude, Our Presbyterian and Congregationalist fore-
fathers poured out .their blagd:for the civil and religious free-
dom of these Amerrcfm z:o'lbmes, «in every battle of the Revo-
lution, from the ﬁrst blood-shed at Lexington to the capture of
Cornwalhs, énd.in every bittle ﬁdd :fsom Rhode Island to the
Carolinas:** T ruly “Cdlvinism 1s stained with blood. Truly
her garments are dyed with blood—with the blood of her he-
roes and martyrs, for the truth as it is in Jesus—with the blood
of her heroes and martyrs, poured out in rivers for civil and
religious liberty.

We may now, with propriety, ask our opponents, if their
drmintanism has never been stained with blood? Let Roman
Catholic Arminianism answer, by pourtraying the horrors of its
persecutions and slaughter of the noble Waldenses, for three
centuries, on account of their Presbyterianism and Calvinism,
Let the Arminianism of Rome farther reply, by narrating
the murdering. of thousands on thousands of the Calvi-
nistic Huguenots of France, and especially by a recital of
the massacre of 10,000 of their number on St. Bartholomew’s
day, and finally, in the history of the persecution of the Cal-
vinistic Jansenists by the Arminian Jesuits. Let English Ar-
minianism answer whether Arminianism is stained with blood,
in the scaffolds, and stakes, and battle-fields where she slew
multitudes of the noblest sons and daughters of Scotland, be-
cause they would not bow to her ecclestastical tyranny. Let
English Arminianism farther respond, by telling of the many
thousands whose blood she shed for no other crime than op-
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position to the tyranny of the church and state, the blood of
those who gave the English ¢“the whole freedom of their con-
stitution.”” Truly Arminianism “is stained with blood.”” Her
garments are pYED with blood—with the blood of the martyrs
and heroes whom she slew because they chose death rather
than give up the truth as it is in Jesus, rather than bow to civil
and religious oppression.

Again we ask Arminianianism, wheyre are the blood-stains
of her own martyrs for gospel truth and freedom? Tell us the
names of your sons and daughters who have been witnesses
for Christ and human liberty, by their blood. Show us the
dungeons where they pined away. Show us the scaffolds -
where they were beheaded. Show us the stakes at which
they burnt. Show us the battle-grounds on which they lay
down in their own gore. Read to us the pages of history
which record their heroic deeds and martyrdom, for pure chris-
tianity, and political and ecclesiastical freedom. You may
point us to a few Arminians in Holland suffering for a time
confiscation of property, and banishment, and some of them
death, rather than recant their Arminianism. You may tell
us of some honored names among our revolutionary patriots,
while the great mass of Arminians in the Revolution were
enemies to American independence, and abettors of British
arms. Beitso, These are your only heroes and martyrs.
We would not take them from you if we could. This is the
sum total of your heroism and blood-shed in resisting religious
tyranny. We would not rob you of it if we were able.

Oh! infinitely then do we prefer our blood-stains to yours.
Charge against us, if you will, the blood of Servetus, the blood
of the Arminians of Holland, the blood of King Charles of
England, and the blood of the witches of New England. We
will place over against this charge, the blood-stained garments
of our hundreds of thousands of heroes and martyrs for truth
and freedom, who poured out their blood in rivers, along the
vallies of Piedmont, on the plains of France, among the moun-
tains of Switzerland and the glens of Scotland, and on the soil
of England and America. We will leave to Arminianism her
bloody garments, dyed with the gore of hundreds of thousands
of Calvinistic martyrs whom she slew, for the high crime of
resistance to corruptions in religion, and to tyranny in church
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and state. We will also leave her the few honorable marks
of her own heroism and martyrdom for conscience and free-
dofn, and respectfully suggest to her the propriety of being a
little cautious how she again brings against Calvinism the
charge—¢stained with blood.” '

But Jethodist Arminianism now comes up, and cries out,
with confident air, ““all this maay be true, but it proves nothing
ageinst us.  Show us the traces of blood on our garments..
Teil us the names of any whom we banished or slew. Point
out to us the time when Jfelksdists grasped after civil power,
or sought a union of church and state.” Let us first make a
request of our brethren, before we notice what they thus say.
Inform us, if you can, of any of your denomination who have
died for the truth asitisin Jesus—any who have sealed in
their blood their resistance to religious and political despot-
ism. You reply—>Methodism is too voune to have MARTYRSs.
She did not live in the days which called the disciples to wit-
ness for Jesus unto the death. She has not had the opportu-
nity to bear testunony in this way, for the Master. Be it so.

We now return to the point which we have just left. JMe-
thodist Arminianism has never stained her hands with the
blood of religious persecution, simply because she did not live
in the age for it, and has wot had the orrorTUNITY to do it.
She has not martyrs, because she lived not in the age for
them. So, she has not taken.the life of those who opposed
. her, because she has lived in a day too enlightened for this,
and could nof persecute unto death if she would.

We might here dwell upon what Methodists Aave done, to
sustain civil and religious tyranny, and persecute her oppo-
sers.  But weforbear. We only ask, if ¢hese things were done
in the green tree, what wouLp have been done in the dry? If
Methodnsts, with Mr. Wesley at their head, in many respects
a truly great and godly man, Aave done these things in the 18th
and 19th centuries, wrat would they not nave done if they
could, had they lived in the times of Calvin, when religious
persecution was believed to be a duty, and civil liberty had
just begun to dawn?

We might now dismiss the charge with which our article
began. We feel disposed, however, as we hawe taken the
matter in hand, to carry it a little farther.
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Suppose now we admit all thus charged upon us. What
does it prove? Why, it proves the novel and startling truth,
that very good men may do very bad things. It proves all that.
- And is this the proposition which our adversaries desire to es-
tablish? "Why then do they confine themselves to so limited
a range of procf?  Why muke out the aigument from Calvin-
ists alone? Why not go back a little farther, and come down
a little later? Why go not back to “‘righteous” Noah, and
take away his title, because he was guilty of drunkenness?
Why not go back to Abraham and deny him the honor of be-
ing the “father of the fuithful,” because he practiced gross
deception in calling Sarah his sister?  Why not deprive Jacob
of his name Israel, given him in consequence of prevetling
with God as a prince, because he robbed his brother of his
birthright; and told his father alie? Why not divest Aaron of
his high priest’s robe, because Lie made the golden calf? Why
not take from David his title, ““¢he man after God’s heart,”’
because he committed adultery and murder? Why not deny
Peter his apostleship, because he denied his Lord? Why not
come out from the Bible, and put in the same class with the
New England witch-burners, Sir Matihew Hale and John Wes-
ley, who believed in witcheraft, and who, therefore, would
think it ¢ dufy to take the life of a witch, according to the
command of God, “thou shalt not suffer a witch to live?’ If,
then, our Methodist brethren wish to prove by the charge of
blood against us, that very good men have done very bad things,
let them include Arminians as well as Calvinists, John Wesley
as well as John Calvin, saints in the Bible and saints out of
the Bible, and we are sure they can make out a perfect demon-
stration of their proposition.

“Calvinism is stained with blood.” Be it so. We again
ask, what does it prove! It proves that republics are very bad
things. It is the very same argument which the enemies of
human freedom vse to sustein monarchy and put down repub-
licanism. The Englishman comes from monarchical England
to republican America. He goes through the length and
breadth of our land. He sees a mob at one time pull down a
convent, at another burn a church, and now demolish private
dwellings, and now hang men by “Lynch law.”” He sees men
cutting one another *o pieces in the public streets, with Texas
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bowie-knives and Arkansas tooth-picks. He sees the fierce-
ness and malignity of our political parties, the tempestuous
excitement, and corruption, and slander, of our presidential
canvass, and the intemperance, and profanity, and riots on the
day of the election. He reads of our deep injustice to our na-
tive Indian tribes. Ile goes home. He writes a book. He
recounts all these bad things. He P‘ ints them out in all their
horrors. ‘i'hen he exclaims, “this is republicanism! This is
republican America! Give me monarchy! Give me monarch-
ical England?”  So the enemies of Calvinism pourtray all the
bad things it has done, and cry aloud, *“this is Calvinism; these
are its deeds—deeds of blood, religious persecutions, and
grasping after political power. Is not this a horrible creed?
Is it not the foe of freedom?” 'The Englishman cen see and
will see all the bad things about American liberty, with a mag-
nifying glass of great power. DBut he cannot see, or will not
see the good things which result from this freedom. He can-
not or will riot see, that the great mass of our people are able
to read and write, are virtuous, religious, and industrious; are
clothed with respectable apparel, and have bread enough and
to spare. He cannot or will not see how the excitement of
our elections arises from the love of our free institutions, the
sincerity of our belief in our political principles, and the ear-
nestness of our desire to carry them out in the nation. He
cannot or will not see how every one among us sits under
his own vine and fig tree, and worships God according to the
dictates of his own conscience. He cannot or will not see
how America is sending out a mighty influence to civilize and
christianize the globe—xs spreading civil and religious liberty
over the earth, and had much to do with the late falling of
thrones and ﬁymg of kingsin Europe. The Englishman cannot
or will not see these good things,but he can and will see those
bad things, and exclaims, “republics are bad things! Give me
monarchy.” Just so the opposers of Calvinism magnify the evil
her advocates have done, and see not, or keep out of view
the good she has accomplished, and then call her the mother
of tyranny and persecution. Her rivers of blood poured out
for the truth as it is in Jesus,—her hundreds of thousands of
sons and daughters offered on the altar of civil and religious
freedom,—her mighty struggle, for ages, against civil and reli-



oo R R AR ST T, T T RN o TR T e

¢‘CALVINISM STAINED WITH BLoOD.”’ 7

gious despotism,—her achievements in that conict, the free-
dom of these 1United States, thé freedom of 2England, and
the rapid spreading of freedom through Europe by the example
and influence of America and Engldnd—all this vanishes into
thin air, at the mention of the burning of Servetus, and the
Shanging of the witches. Thus this argument proves in just
the same way, and with just the same force, that republics and
Calvinism are bad things.

¢“Calvinism is stained with blood.” Let it be admitted. We
again ask, what does it prove? It proves that curisTIANITY i5
a bad thing. The argument of our opponents is precisely the
argument of infidels. Itis asgood against christians as against
Calvinists. What says the skeptic?—¢Look at your boasted ‘
christianity. See the undeniable evidences of its divine ori-
gin, in its history written in blood. See in the wars with
which it has desolated the globe, what a blessing it has been
to mankind. It has shed oceans of human gore. Christians
have perpetrated the greatest enormities, in the name of their
religion. Christians have waged against each other the blood-
iest wars on record. Christian sects have fought one another
in the fiercest controversies ever known. Christianity has
been the foe of civil and religious freedom, the foe of human
‘happiness. Then the Bible is not from above, cannot be of
God.” This is precisely the reasoning of Arminians against
Calvinism. Calvinists have committed these horrid deeds,
then their creed cannot be true. Let the infidel prove that the
horrors which he pourtrays grew out of christianity herself,
out of her nature, her principles. Let him prove that these
evils are Not to be-ascribed to the short-sightedness and mnful-
ness of those who professed christianity, and to the fimes in
which they Jived. Let him prove that the blessings which
have followed christianity, since the grand Reformation under
Luther, are Not to be attributed to the christian religion, but
to something else. Let the infidel do all this, and then he
will have some good ground for his conclusion, that ““the Bible
is not from above, cannot be of God.”” So let the Arminian
show that, the horrors which he pourtrays, grow out of Calvin-
ism herself, out of her nature, her principles. Let him show
that these evils are NoT to be ascribed to the short-sightedness

1 Baucrott, 2 Hume X Macaulay. 3 Sec Note 1.
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and sinfulness of those who professed Calvinism, and to the
times in which taey lived. Let him explain away the remark-
able fact that all the leading reformers in the great Reforma-
tion of the 16th century, Luther and Melancthon in Germany,
Zuingle in Switzerland, Calvin in Geneva, Farel and Viret in
France, Knox in Scotland, Cranmer and Ridley in England,*
were all Calvinists. Let him show, against Hame ard Macau-
lay, that Calvinists did not give “to Englishmen the whole
freedom of their constitution.” Let him show, against all his-
tory, that Calvinists have not raised Scotland to her proud po-
sition among the nations. Let him show; against Bancroft,
that Calvinists were not the principal agents in the achieve-
ment of American independence. Let him do all this, and his
argument against us will have no little weight. When the
Arminian has done this, he has put into the hands of the infi-
del the same terrible weapon to eut up CHRISTIANITY root and
branch. o
“Calvinism is stained with blood.”” We again say, be it so.
We again ask, what does i¢ prove? It proves that noble men
may be far in advance of their age in some of their principles,
and yet, in a measure, enveloped in the darknress and error ¢f
their agey in regard to other principles. Calvin established
free institutions at Geneva, when civil freedom had begun to
dawn nowhere else. The Calvinists, from the Reformation
on through our own Revolution, fought, bled, and died for po-
litical liberty. The grand principle of relzgious liberty they
did not so clearly see and fully apprehend. They approxi-
mated toward this, they were much in advance of their age in
respect to the union of church and state, and persecution for
religious belief. This union and this persecution, as they
held them, were far more liberal and milder than had before
prevailed. The entire separation of church and state, and the
toleration of all religious sects by the state, were principles
which they were approximating, but-did not fully reach. Was
it to be expected that just emerging as they were from the
darkness of the night of a thousand years, they would at once
,seey and grasp, and establish, all those principles of civil and
religious liberty which we have, in the noonday light of three
centuries afterward? Isit notan amazing wonder, does it not
“See Note 2.
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reflect upor these men the highest honor, does it not show
that they weré indeed great and good, that they grasped and
held fast, and éstablished, as they did, the grand principle of
civil liberty; and approached as they did, the grand principles
of the separation of church and state, and the toleration of all
religions? Is it not black ingratitude, and crying guilt, when
they went so far, when they did so much, to villify and abuse
them, begause they went no farther, and did no more; because
they advanced not in ALL their principles, beyoud their dark
day, three hundred years, into the full light of the nine-
teenth century.®

- We will-close what we have to say, with a few questions
and answers.

Who, for ages, suffered the confiscation of property, exile,
imprisonment, and death; rather than renounce the truth asit
is in Jesus? The Waldenses and Huguenots—those noble
Calvinists of France.t Who were the great leaders of the Re-
formation of the 16th century? Luther and Melancthon. Zu-
ingle, Calvin, Farel and Viret, Knox, Cranmer and Ridley—
all Culvinists.I  Who “alone kindled the precious spark of li-
berty in England,” and gave “the English the whole freedom
of their constitution?”’ According to Hume, they were the
Puritans, those reviled Calvinists. Who elevated Scotland to
her high eminence among the nations? Her sturdy Calvinists.
 Who bore the most important part in our Revolutionary strug-
gle? Calvinists, according to our distinguished historian Ban-
croft; himself an Unitarian. He says:—*‘We are proud of the
free States that fringe the Atlantic. The Pilgrims of Plymouth
were Calvinists; the best settlers of South Carolina came from
the Calvinists of France; William Penn was the disciple of
the Huguenots; the ships from Holland that first brought colo-
nies to Ma"nhattan, were filled with Calvinists. He that will
not honor the memory, and respect the influence of Calvin, knows
dut little of the origin of American liberty.”> Who first fully
brought out the principle of toleration for all religious sects?
Not Lord Baltimore, not Thomas Jefferson, but the Presbyter:
ans of Virginia. Dr. Baird gives the facts and documents
which conclusnve]y prove thts, in hIS “Hlstory of rellglon in
Amernca » ‘ -

"See Noteal N ) '}S:e Note 2. ¢See Noles 2, 3. -
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Again we ask, who banished, imprisoned, slaughtered tens
of thousands of the Calvinistic Waldenses and Huguenots?
Roman Catholic Arminians. Who persecuted the Calvinistic
Jansenists? 4rminian Jesuists Who executed and slew with
the sword, thousands on taousands of Calvinistic Puritans, for
the high crime of resisting civil and religious tyranny? Eng-
lish Arminians. Who dyed many a dark glen, many a heather
plain of Scotland, with the blood of Calvinists? English Ar-
minians. Who, as a body, with many honorable exceptions,
opposed the American Revolution? American Aminians. Who
petitioned the General Assembly of Virginia acaiNsT the peti-
tion of Calvinists for RELIGIOUS TOLERATION TO ALL SECTS]—
American Arminians.*

We ask, then, who are “stained with blood?” Who have
originated and promoted civil and religious liberty? Who
have sustained civil and religious despotism? By their fruits
ye shall know them.” We ““speak as unto wise men, judge
ye what we say.”

We request the reader’s careful attention to the notes ap-
pended to this article, as they furnish important proof on the
points referred te.

BURNING THE WITCHES.—Norte 1.

“Let us proceed to a still more common and favorite claim
upon which Episcopacy is wont to vaunt itself. I refer to
those reproaches, which arey in some quarters, perpetually
cast upon the Puritan founders of New England, and upon
their principles, viz: their austerity, their bigotry, ¢“Blue
Laws,” perseeution of the Quakers and Baptists, ““hanging
witches,’” and things of that sort.

Our Puritan Fathers were men. We freely confess, and la-
ment, that they fell into some grievous errors, which, however,
were not so peculiarly theirs, as the common errors of the
times. Witches were hung at that day in Old England as well
as in the New. If the Puritan inhabitants of New England
did this, so did the great and good Sir Matthew Hale; yet the
annals of human judiciaries know no purer name.

Why do not those who. insist upon these mournful errors,
sometimes have the candor to say, that in this, not only did the

«D.. Baird's -+ Histery uof Rehigion in America.”
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Puritans err in common with the whole civilized world, but al-
so to tell how large a minority of the magistrates and people of
New England, grieved and were indignant at these things, at
the time; how soon the magistracy themselves corrected their
errors, how ingenuously they confessed, and how bitterly they
mourned over these temporary 'delusions? Where else in the
wide world was such an amende so speedily and so honorabl)
given to right reason, and to truth?

The Puritans had some erroneous laws, which, in some in-
stances, they put in execution. Yet even then, thexr code was
liberal and tolerant beyond anything that had ever been known
in Old England. All their persecutions were as a drop in the
ocean, compared witl those carried .on at the same period, and
long after, in their Father-land. It was a brief evil, soon cor-
rected, and bitterly repented. A bare majority for a time car-
ried these unhappy  measures. Sorrow and indignation filled
the hearts of an alinost equal minority, till the good sense and
better feelings of the people prevailed..

In one respect I am not sorry that such a soot and blackness
should appear for a season upon the escutcheon of Puritanisin,
8o recently borne out from the smoke and darkness of ancient
systems of intolerance and abuse. It afforded an opportunity
to show how soon the principles of Puritanism could purge
that blackness off. The Old World has not yet seen an exam-
p]e of a single denomination holding an absolute and controll-
ing power, and ‘yet correcting her own errors by an entire
~ toleration of foreign hostile sects. The nearest approach ever
made to this in Old England, was under Cromwell, and durmg
the ascendency of the Independents. Thatis a glory to which
the Church of England has never yet liad the honor to attain.

But how early did liberal views and measures prevail among
the Puritans of New England? Take some examples and
proofs. - The first Episcopal Church in Connecticut was estaly-
lished in 1723. It was only four years from this period, before
a law of the colony provided, that whatever tax should be
paid for the support of religion by any person belonging to,’
and worshipping with an Episcopal Church, it should be paid -
over to the clergyman of the Church of England, upon whose:
ministry such person should attend. - Those who conformed to
the Church of England, were authonzed to tax themselves for
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the support of their clergy, and were excused from zil taxes
for building meeting- hnusec and for other purposes of the
Churches of the prevailing denomination.

In 1729, the Quakers, a very few of whom lived in the parla
adjacent to Rhode Island, were, by law, exempted from pay-
ing taxes for the support of Congregational ministers, and for
building meeting-houses. In the saine year the Baptists, who
had two small congregations in the couaty of New London,
received the same indulgence. At this time there were in
Connecticut but two or three congregations of Episcopalians,
and two of Baptists; 21l of which were small; and no congre-
gation of Quakers in the colony.*

This relaxation in the laws, made so soon after dissent as-
sumed a regular form, and prooably on its first application to
the Legislature for relief, shows that there prevailed in Con-
necticut, at the time, no serious disposition to persecute or
oppress the people of other denominations.

Is it replied that they erred in making any ecclesiastical es-
tablishment at all: and that there should have been an entire
equality of all denominations? Granted; that is undoubtedly
the only correct system. But that principle. was not at that
period understood. It was yet to be brought foith, as the
legitimate deduction from the great Puritan principle, that to
every man belongs the right of entire freedom to worship God
according to his own conscience; a principle which the Church
of England, which still demands her tithes of all Dissenters,
and st1ll presses them down by numerous and intolerable disa-
bilities——lns yet to'learn; a right, which she has yet to yield,
ot it will ere long be wrested from her unwilling hands.”—T#e
Puritans and tlwtr principles, by E. Hall.

'IHE WALDENSES AND REE ORMERS CALVINISTS.
NotE 2. »

“The Waldenses, those far-famed witnesses of the truth,
whom all Protestants profess to venerate, but whom few,
alas! appear to understand and follow; not only adopted in sub-
stance, the whole Presbyterian government and discipline, as
we have. seen in a former page; but also, all the ]eadmg
features of our system of doctrine. The following éxtract

*Protessor Kingsiey’s Historical Discourse, . 95, .
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from one of their confessions is conclusive. The eleveneth
article is in these words: ‘God saves from that corruption and
condemnation into which all have fallen, those whom he has
chosen from the foundation of the world, not for any disposi-
tion, faith, or holiness which ke foresaw in them, but of his mere
mercy in Jesus Christ his Son; passing by all the rest, according
to the irrep: ehensible reason of his free will aad justice.’ And
in one of their ancient Catechisms, they tell us, that the real
Church of Christ consists ‘of the elect of God, from the begin-
ning to the end of the world, by the grace of God, through the
werit of Christ, gathered together by the Holy Spirit, and
JSoreordained to eternal life.” [See Gilly’s ‘Narrative of Re-
searches among the Waldenses,” Appendix. Sece, also, Sir
Samuel Morland, p. 40, 48, &c. Milner, iii. p. 440, 441.]—
The same general system was undoubtedly adopted by John
Wickliffe, the ‘morning star of the Reformation;’ by John Huss
and Jerome of Prague, his companion in faith, and in martyr-
dom. .‘The distinguishing tenet of chxhﬁ'e,’ says Milner,
‘was, undoubtedly, the election of grace.” And the same
writer gives an account of Huss and Jerome, which precludes
all doubt that, in their general system, they followed Wickliffe,
who was a disciple of Augustine.

- When we come down to the time of the Reformation, the
same general fact continues to be unquestionable. Itis notori-
ous that Luther,long before Calvin was known as a Reformer, or
even as a theological writer, publicly maintained the doctrines
of the divine decrees, and human impotence, as thoroughly-as
Calvin ever did. The proof of this is so complete, that no one
well informed in the history of those times will dare to deny
it. Melancthon, the friend, coadjutor, and survivor of Luther,
also held in substance the very same system. Those who read
the statements, and the extracts from his writings, which ap--
pear in the pages of the Rev. Mr. Scott, the Episcopal contin-
uator of Milner’s Ecclesiastical History, can no longer doubt
of this. Melancthon assured Calvin that he concurred with
him in his creed; and Calvin, in his Preface to Melancthon’s
book of ‘Common Places,’ recominends the work asone, in
the doctrines of which he concurred. Zuingle, the apostolic
reformer of Switzerland, it is well known, adopted the same
system. After all that has been alleged to the contrary, no-

14208
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hir:g is more certain than that he maintained the doctrines of
he depravity and morzl iinpotence of human nature, the so-
vereign election of grace, and the perseverance of the saints
in 'no!mes\‘ as (le"i\i\e“,', and zealously as any of his contem-
poraries. Vet Zuiagie died before Calvin was ever heard of
as a friend to the Reformation; and before he had published a
sentence in reference to it.  Of course, the Swiss reformer was
indebted for no part of his creed, to the ministry or the wri-
tings ol the tilustrious pastor of Geneva. ‘The same may be
said of Bucer, of Peter Martyr, of Bullinger, of Bugenhagius,
of Junius, and, in general, of all the leaders of the Reforma-
tion on the continent of Europe. .

When we pass over to (:rcat Dritain precisely the same fact
apnears,  Hamilton, Wishart, Arciibishiop Cranmer, Bishops
{Lidley, Hooper, and Latimer, Archbishops Grindal and Whit-
gift, John Koox, aasd, ia short, all the Reformers of any name,
both in North and South Britain, were doctrinal Calvinists.
This fact, indeed, has been denied; but not by any candid,
well informed man.  The proof of it is complete. Let any
one read the Thirty-nine Artigles of the Church of England,
especially the ninth, tenth, eleventh, and seventeenth,—let
him particularly, ponder well the last mentioned article,
which treats directly of the doctrine of Predestination, and
ask, whether it is possible fairly to give it any other than a
Calvinistic interpretation. I am not, indeed, ignorant that
prejudice and bigotry have sometimes contended that this se-
venteenth article is decidedly Anti-calvinistic in its import;
and as proof of this, the qualifying clause toward the end of it
is cited as sufficient evidence. Now, it so happens, that that
qualifying clause is nearly copied from Calvin’s institutes; and
the latter part of it isa literal translation of that Reformer’s cau-
tion against the abuse of this doctrine? Again: let him who en-
tertains a doubt on this subject, read the celebrated Catechism
of Dr. Nowell, which was reviewed, corrected, formally ap-
proved, and ordered to be published, as containing a summary
of true doctrine, by the same Couvocation which formed and
adopted the Thirty-nine Articles, and which is acknowledged
by the bitterest enemies of Calvin to be decisively Calvinistic.
Let bim read the Lambeth Articles, drawn up and signed by
Axchbtshop \’Vhltglft and also subscnbed by the Archbishop
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of York, and at least three other leading prelates, and by them
transmitted to the University of Cambridge, as containing dces
trines ‘corresponding with those professed in the Church of
England.” Let him recollect, that for more than half a cen-
tury after the Reformation was established in England, Cal-
vin’s Body of Divinmity, commonly styled his ‘Institutes of the
Christian Religion,” was publicly received and studied as a
standard of orthodoxy in both the Universities; and that by a
Couvocation held at Oxford, the work was recommended to
the general study of the nation.”—Dr. Miller on Preshy-
tersanism. ‘

MORAL INFLUENCE OF CALVINISM.—Norz 3.

“Itis worthj of setious inquiry, whether the moral influcnce
of the Calvinistic system has not been found in all ages, more
pure and happy than that of any other. For this appeal no
apology is necessary. That system which is ever found con-
nected with larger measures of the spirit of prayer, and of
humble, habitual, deep devotion; that system which is ever
productive of more holy living, and more active christian benes
volence than any other, we may confidently say, without pre-
samption, is most agreeable to Scripture, and, ot courxe, most
worthy of being embraced. This allegation, it is presumed,
will not be denied. For, although the opponents of this sys-
tem,at one time, charge it with having a tendency to promote
licentiousness; yet much more frequently and 'unanimously
they charge it with being austere, over strict in its abstinence
from worldly pleasures, and standing unnecessarily aloof from
the various forms of public amusement. Is it not notorfous
that the followers of Augustine, of the Paulicians, of .Claudius
of Turin, of the Waldenses, and of Wickliffe, Huss, and Je-
rome, in the dark ages, were far more pure in their morals, de-
-vout in their habits, and separated from a corrupt and idola-
trous world, than.any of their contemporaries? Will it not.be
granted by every intelligent reader that, during the first half
century after the Reformation was established in England,
when no one doubts that nineteenth twentieths of the Protes-
tant clergy in that kingdom, were avowed Calvinists, the state
both of piety and of morals was unspeakably better, than du-
ring the latter half of the seventeenth centary, when Armini-

*



16 “CALVINISM STAINED WITH BLOOD.”

anism had, among the majority; taken its place? What was
the character of the two thousand ‘ejected ministers,” in the
reicn of Charles II. who were almost to a man Calvinists?
Were they not, characteristically, as a body, the most pious,
pure, diligent, and exemplary servants of Christ, that England
ever saw? Is it not universally admitted, that the state of
piety and of morals has ever been far more pure in Scotland
than in England, and pre eminently, in those districts and
congregations in Scotland, in which Calvinism has maintained
a ‘zte'uly reign? And can any part of the world be named, ix
which, for nearly a bhundred years after its settlement, purer
morals reigned than in New England, in which, as every one
knows, during the greater part of that period, a Calvinistic
creed almost universally prevailed?

The following remarks by a distinguished divine of the
Church of Edgland, who professes not to be a Calvinist, are
as just as they are striking:

‘Does not thiis opininn (of the immoral tendency of Calvin-
ism,) in a great measure originate from a mistaken conception
of what Calvinism is? Those who would impute all these
practical evils to the operation of Calvinismn, appear to sup-
pose that the belief of the Calvinist, by which he admits the
doctrine of personal election, necessarily includes also an as-
sumption of his own election. The Calvinist, properly so call-
ed, is no enthusiast. He believes, indeed, in the eternal pur-
poses of God, as to the salvation of the elect; Lut as to the
hopes of his own salvation, and of his individual interest in
those purposes, he professes to obtain it by the evidences
which he possesses of his being himself in a renewed and jus-
tified state. He knows from the word of Ged that the suints
are ‘chosen to salvation throngh sanctification of the Spirit,’
no less han ‘the belief of the truth,” that they are ‘predesti-
nated to be conformed to the image of Christ,” and ‘created in
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordain-
&d that they should walk ir them.” And hence he feels that
it isonly so long as he experiences the sanctifying influences
of the Spirit in' his own heart; so long as he himself in some
degree reflects the image of Christ, and walks imperfectly in-
deed, but yet sincerely, 1n good works, that he can have any
scriptural grounds for concluding that he is one of God’s elect
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-and will have his portion with the seints. ~Thisis true Calvi-
nism. . And where is the tendency of this doctrine to make its
followers slothful or confident, negligent of the meansof grace,
or inattentive to moral and religious duties? =~ While the prac-
tical evils which Calvinism is charged with producing, are so
prominently and studiously exhibited to view by many of its
opponents; let us not omit un the other hand, to do justice to
this calumniated system, nor forget the abundant good' which
it is not only capable of accomplishing, but which it actually
does.accomplish. I have no doubt, but that some of the sub-
limest feelings of pure and spiritual delight which are ever ex-
perienced on earth, are those of which the Calvinist paftakea',
“when in his secret retirement with his God, ‘the’ Spmt bearmtr
‘witaness with his spirit,” and shining on his own gracious ope-
ration on the heart, he meditates on the wonderful and un-
speakable privileges to which, through Christ, he sees himself
entitled; and resolving all the blessings which have been al-
ready. recexved or are prepared for him hereafter, into'the
eternal purpose, and electing love of God, his Father, and ab-
sorbed in a holy contemplation of the dlvme counsels and per-
fections, he lies prostrate before the throne of grace, in deep
humlhatlon, and with overwhelming joy. Ido not say that
others have not their peculiar feelings of spiritual delight; but
these are his. And does he rise from such ‘communion - with
his God, without enlarged desires and resolutions of more se-
riously devoting hlmself to the divine favor, of more decidedly
overcoming the flesh and the world, and: of more faithfully
id()‘ing the will, and advancing'the glory of his Lord and Sa-
viour? Facts and experience reply to this inquiry. Among
no denomination or description - of professing christians, is
there to be found a larger portion of humble, pious, and devo-
ted senants of.God, persons of a truly christian spirit, zealous
of good works, and exemplary in every duty and relation .of
,hfe than among.those who hold the Calvinistic tenets. Tam
sure that )our,obsen ation and your candor will fully justify
this statement. And, therefore, so far as this system is to be
_]udged of by.its actual effects, I think that, on a candid recon-
sndqratlon of the subject, you will be induced to abandon yeur
objection, and to admit that it was founded oa an’ erroneous
amd partial view of the subject.”—Rev. Edward Cooper.
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In the same general strain, Bishop Burnet, who was avow-
edly, a moderate Arminian, expresses the following opinion
as to the practical advantages of Calvinism. ‘A Calvinist is
taught by his opinions to think 'meanly of himself, and to as-
cribe the honor of all to God; which lays in him a deep foun-
dation for humility: he is also much inclined to secret prayer,
and to a fixed dependence on God.”

A very able and learned foreign lawyer, the author of the
article Predestination, in the Enclycopedia Britanica, though
he is evidently no friend to Calvinism, makes the following
declaration: ‘there is one remark which we feel ourselves
bound in justice to make, although it appears to us somewhat
singular. -. It is this: that, from the earliest ages down to our
own days, if we consider the character of the ancient Stoics,
the Jewish Essenes, the modern Calvinists and Jansenists,
when compared with that of their antagonists, the Epicureans,
the Sadducees, the Arminians, and the Jesuists, we shall find
that they have excelled, in no small degree, in the practice of
the most rigid and respectable virtues; and have been the

“highest honour of their own ages, and the best models for imi-
tation to every age succeeding. At the same time, it must be
confessed, that their virtues have in general been rendered un-
amiable by a tinge of gloomy and severe austerity.””—Dr.
Miller on Presbyterianism.

Reminiscences of onr Venerable Chureh.

SIGNING- OF TEE COVENANT.

EpiNBurGH, if it has been justly styled the Athens of Great
Britain, for its enlightened and intellectual society, is in other
respects not less distinguished. That beautiful capitol is very
strikingly interesting for its local situation; its fascinating
views of hill and dale, of mountain and valley, of sea and
shore, of wild and cultivated country; for its tall grey houses,
for its splendid buildings, public and private, its narrow, dark
streets and closes in the Old Town, and its elegant squares,
crescents and terraces in the Newj; for its handsome gardens,
its magnificent bridges, and its monuments to the great and
alorious dead.  Who can visit Edinburgh, and fail to be de-
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lighted, especially if his mind is well filled with historical re-
collections of its many past scenes, so momentous and exciting?
Modern improvements, modern- innovations, have done much
to alter and change the appearance of this city; but such is its
situation, such are the landmarks, natural and artificial—its
Arthur’s seat, its castle, its most picturesque Calton hill—that
none, after having once seen this city, can ever forgetit. The
wandering native may return after a score of year’s rambling,
and yet feel himself at home, there in the place of his birth,

To the warm-hearted Scotchman, there are favorite haunts
in this interesting capitol;—places, towards which his footsteps
involuntarily turn when he has just been meditating in the
Book of Books, and thmkmg of his much-loved church. He
leaves his beautiful dwelling in the New Town, he passes by
gardens, large and well kept, from which the breeze is ever
wafting the aroma of the wild-rose and the mignonette; he
leaves the homes of learned and elegant leisure, and enters the
places of merchandise. On he goes, towards those lofty
houses, darkened with the smoke of many centuries. In the
crowded mait, he finds himself in the shadow of St. Giles’; and
he pauses, and thinks of the time, when the “Scottish Elijah”’
thundered from its pulpit; or of a less dignified, though not
less earnest period, when a poor woman, by the might of her
own arm, maintained the right of Scotch men and Scotch wo-
men to worship God accordmg to the dictates of their own
consciences, and gave voice to the pent-up feelings of thou-
sands, that no Liturgy, whether of Rome or of London,would:
be acceptable in this northern land. Yes, he lingers by.St.
Giles’, and other spots rich  with historic -recollections; but,
ere long, he is crossing one of those magnificént bridges that
span the southern valley, and soon he is in that hallowed sanc-
tuary of the dead, the churchyard of the Greyfriars,

This cemetery, only a few acres in size, is rich with sacred
associations; for the martyr’s tomb is here; and here lie many,
whose memories are hallowed in every pious Scottish heart.

" In the centre and under one roof are two churches, called the
Old and New Greyfriars. These thick-walled buildings, with
names so popish, have, ever since the Reformation, been Pres--
byterian parish kirks; and the congregations meet from Sab-
bath to Sabbath, with but few thoughts in connection with the



20 REMINISCENCLS O OUR VENERABLE CIIURCI.

hooded men of old, who slid stealthily along the cisles and
k) s]
corridors to and {rom confession.

The pious stranger, who now wanders thoughtfully along
the well-kept gravel walks, and stops occastonally to read t‘le
ancient sculptured monument, feejs a mc‘mnemo.J Lappiness
in sending his thoughis back into the past centuries, and won-

- i )
dering, adoring, and praising, as Le thinks of what God has
o b
done for that l)doxed chureh, wiieh ts dearer to him than life.
He stands in the massive Gothic Goor-w :w, and he remembers
toe tine when the name “John | Hnox,”” uilered t)\ atremb-
ling monk, sent such terror into the hearte of a guilty con-
’ Y
clave of priests, that they rushcd panic-stricken from its en-
trance, He remembers, (.iso witea beneath that turf, and at

s

thé pedestal of that 7'vam massive tomb, tue asles, and the
scattered dust of thousands of martyrs, were brought licre, and
solemnly deposited urmi the reswrection morning. e re-
members, when imprisoned hundrads were ul‘.:m‘(ai!y shut
up within these high walls, tiil they could bLe conveniently
sent far away from their country and fiiends, because they
would not, they durst not, disobey an enhgutened conscience,
and sin against God. He remembers the period, and his heart
hounds with the remembrance when 62,000 true-hearted Pres-
byterians nist in that grave-yard, to f’{-_\ae w their covenant with
their God and Saviour!

Let us dwell for a few moments on this “Rewminiscence;”
and, while we do so, may our own hearts be lifted up, and
may our souls be blessed.

‘For introduction, we must go back to about the year 1634,
when we find the Charch of Scotland on the eve of grievous
troubles. - Charles I., whose spiritual despotism, bolstered up
as it was by flattering prelates, every historian admits, held,
as being king, that his will was superior to all law, civil or
ecclesiastical; and therefore, determined toreduce the Scottish
shurch to aconformity with that of England; and, if possible,
ruin Presbyterianism—too free in its principles for his despotic
purpeses. To this end bishops were instructed to frame the
prayer-book for the use of Scotland, and write canons for the
government of this branch of the church. This being known,
the people of course became intensely agitated, and the publis
voice was raised against this unjustinnovation. Nevertheless,
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the stubborn king, misled by the fanatics around him, went
forward with his. planb, without ¢consent either of P'l.]nment
or of ‘General Assembly. The consequence was, that the
church was compelled again to give ‘“‘not a passive but'an ac-
tive testimony.” :
It was on the 23d of July, 1637, t!nt a grand attempt was
. made to compel the Scottish people to prayin the precise words
and manner prescribed by a king and his bishops, simultane-
ously in the churches of St. Giles and Greyfriars. Crewdsat-
tended at both, but the former was the most densely crowded.
- It wasin this place, after an ominous, sullen silence, that old
Janet Geddes, a woman in the lowest ranks of life, with
nerves strung to the utmost tension, and feelings boiling over
with indignation at the gross insult which tyranny offered to
her church, started from her litile stool, and whirled it at the
head of the astonished bishop. The whole congregation was
soon in an uproar, and the bishop, and the dean who accompa-
nied him, were literally chased from the church by women!
This tumult in St. Giles” was the beginning of many troubles
in the church and state. As a church, the Presbyterians were
determined to recognize no law-giver but God; and their purity
of worship, and freedom of government, they were also. deter-
‘mined to maintain. A crisis they felt to be at hand; and so,
the leading ministers called together all the most influential
Presbyterians in the nation, and unitedly sent up their pray-
ers-to God for direction. * They proclaimed a fast—they hum-
bled themselves—they searched their own hearts; and felt that
the rod was needed: but, they felt also, that it was the chas-
tening of a Father that was upon them, who in merciful seve-
rity -was urging them to remember their past covenant vows;
and to confess that these had been but too often broken, and
always held too lightly. Reflections of this description were
not the thoughts of only a few individuals; but they were the
upward breat/nng.f of contrite thousands.

After mature-deliberation, the 28th of Februar), 1638, was
appointed, to-hold a meeting in the c