’I’HE

Whnch 18 in the Nuuu of

™

SAVING FAITH;‘

*

STATED asp ILLUSTRATED:

‘ O 1N SEVERAL DISCOVURGSES:

Uorrr “3 37, ,{W .,./.wasf

|

'F«.

o

By JOHN ANDERSON,

Minifter of the Gofpel, in the Affociatc Congregations of Mille
Creek, Kings-Creek, and Racvon, near Pitt{burgh. y

3
i

ks

aﬂ“ '
¥ 1

ey’

—

We believe, that through the grace of our Lord Fefus Chriff
awe fball be faved. AcCTSs XV. I
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;""‘OUR Lord Jefus directs bis people to go forth by the footfleps of the

flock; and the faith we fooull feek toobtuin, islike precious faitb'
with that of ull true belicvers wha have gons before wg. It s a great
encouragement to hold faji the doltrine concorning the appropriution
in the naiure of faving fusthy which is infifled upon in the following
Difcourfes, that there isa remarkabls harmony wnong toe Ceufefions of
the Proteftant churches in afferting it. ¢ L'e belteve,” fuys the Re-
formed churcies of France, is the 25th article of their Confeffior of
Fuithy ¢ that we are ruade partakers of this rigiteoufucfs [of Chrift}
by fuith one: as b2 hath [1idy that he [ufered for the procuring of
“ our fulvation, that whojocver belicveth on bim might not perif. And
€ this is thecafe, when the promifes of life which ure given us in hins
“ are appropriated to our ufe ; and they rendered ¢ffectual to us, when
“ we receine them, not dowlting 3 beiig afured by the mouth of God,
“pout we juall not be difappointed’  The Confeffion of tbt"e{g’iﬁ
Churcies, as it was revifed and approved by the Synod of Dort, [fuysy in
the 221 article, Y We believe that the Holy Spirit kindles true foithim  »
“ our hearts: which faith embruces Fefus Chrift, withall bis merits,
“ appropriutes sud makes hive tts owny nor ever [ceks any thing without
“ bim?? The usburgh Confefior, article 23thy ¢ We are to hold,
that remiffion of fius is given unto ws, and of unjufl we. are made
“ jiefl, that is, reconciledy acceptedy ard fons of God, frecly for Chrift’s
W fake ; not for vhe fuke of the wortiinefs of our contrition, or of any
 other works going before or foliowing. Thisbenefit is tobe received
“ by fuith; wherely we are to believe, thaty for Chrift’s fake, remifion
of finsy and jufiification, are frecky given to us’’=—=¢¢ The fuith we .
W fpeak ofy docs not only fignify hiftorical knowledge, but the beiief ox
“ confilence of tae promife of mercy, which comes to us for the ﬁz{e

A

Y of Cirift the Mediator?’ The Confefion of tie ciurcies of Sixonyy: |

which was profented to the council of Trent, inthe yerr 1551, s the
urticle of the remiffion of fins and juflification, we have thefe wordsws
¢ Fuith fienifies not only hiftorical knowledge, fuch ¢s 15 in devils;
¢ for they are fuid to believe and trewble: Lut i fignifies the em -
“ Lraciug of all the articles of faith; anl particulirly of this article,

L

‘ T believe the remiflion of fins: I bolicwe that thiy remiffion is gives
“ wot only to others Jut to me alfy :==Liis fuith 15w confidence, acquicfe
“ing i the Mediatory beholding cud einbracing the promifes?’ The Ni
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tenal Covenmant of Scotlsndemtt We deteft and refufe bis ( Autichrift’sy
¢ defperate and uncertain repentance, bis general und doubtfome faith.”’
Larger Catechifm of the Wefiminfter AjJembly, quefiion 73, ¢ Fuftify-
€ inmg faithis a faving grace, wrought is the beart of & finner, by the
¢ Spirit and word of God; wherebymmm—be nat only affenteth to the truth
¢ of the promife of the gofpel, but receiveth and refleth upom Chriff,
¢ aud bis righteoufnefs, therein beld forth, for the pardos of -fins, and
4 the ascepting and ucconnting of bis perfon righteous in the fight of God,
4 for fulvation.” To be fatisfied that the Affembly viean the fame f-
ducial application of Chrift, and bis rightesnfnefs, as is mrvant im the
otber confeffions of tbe Proteflont churchbes, tbe rveader is defired to confider

sheir words in ecrnexion with the temts of [cripture swbich they quotey namely,
P‘”o iffa 9. Al xv. 2.

A fexo [entences may be added from twve eminent lights of the chwreh:
Asgufline, Serm,16.de werb, Apoft. ¢ If we fay, we bowe no righteowfucfs,
# e lic againfl the gifts of G.dy nor bave we any faith. If we bove no
¢ faithy we are not Chrifliams.” Againy in Pfal, 31, ¢¢ We ougler to put
* mo works before fairh ; 1 mean, werks that can be calisd good : Thbe sworks
¢ that are faid to be before faithy, bewever commendabl. they may appiar te
* men, are mere wanity. They feem to ma to be but great firength exsrved
¢ in suaning out of the way. Let no man reckon upos bis wworks dons before
8 faith : Where there was mo foithy there was 8o good works.™

Pareus in Themare Secu/ari do fugiend, Pap. Rom. ¢ The faving fuith
% 10 which wa beliewe unto vighteoufuefiy is not only & knowledge ofy or affint
¢ by thefe shings which are wristen in 1he werd of Ged ; but sfpecially, a
¢ confident perfuafion of the promife of the gefpel concerming cbe remiffion of
$¢ finsy for tha [ake of the merit of Chrift. To beliewe that God is Gody and
¢ thar Chrit is Chrift, witbaus application 1o thyfelf, will avail sbes mo wore

& rhan tobdlieve thai Venice is a mof opulut cityy whbile you bave mt a boufc
¢ ner the leafs concern in i1,

The faith wwbich is defvibed in the nf»mg Sermoss, prevailed inthe bearts
of the patriarchs and propbatsy'martyrs and conf:ffors, by which they fubdued
kingdoms, wrought righteoufnefs, obtained promifes ; —it is that faitb
whbich leads the foul dire@ly to Chrift, as offered in the promifec of the gofpely
without waiting for any previous gualificationsy and to improve bim for fani~

tification as well as juflificatiory by looking unto bim for all the endowments ne-
ceffary therewnta.

February, 1793,

ok s



A

i‘
4
!

o TOo et

l
?
g
E

(AN S22 A S\, S\ L\ '0'\!:40\-);; QL AN\OP VNS, N
IO SRR

Scripture Doétrine of faving Faith..

DISCOURSE I

1 Joux iii, 23,

This is-bis commanlment, that we fhould BELIEVE orlre
name of bis Son JEsUs CuRrisr.-

.- have ia the 22d ver{e of this chapter, W keep the
commandments of God;. who, if thcy had a right
undcrﬂanding of the following word:, T his is his commana?
wient, that awe fhould bolieve on the mume of bis Son-Fefus Chriff)
would be no lefs aftonithed and confounded, than a certain:
young man was, whea our Lord Jefus faid to- him, .Go fel
wlal, thou baft, ard give to the pocr.

Tne doitrine of believing in the name of Jelus Chrift,
though declured in fcripture«with great plainnefs, is fo very
remote from our natural apprel.enfions, that, while we dif-
courfe on the osjECT, the AcT, the DUTY, and the EXFECTS
of this believing, we have peculiar need to look vp to the
Father of lights fer his pity and dirc{lion,

MA NY are furward to make the pm,rem”n which we

We are Sr/ to confider the osjrcT of {aith, or thatin
which we are to believe, which is, the mame of Jefus Chrifk
the Sun of Ged,

A~ The



6 The SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE

The name of Jefus Chrift is himfelf, _as made known to
us by fupernatural revelation in the holy Scriptures: So the
name of God is God himfelf, made known to us in his word
and works. Again, the name of Jefus Chrift denotes his per-
fon; for fo the word mame is ufed in Scripture, Altsi. 15,

But to enter into fome particular confideration of this
name, we obferve,

In the fir#? piace, that the objet of faving faith is THE
SoN or Gop: not in the fenfe wherein faints and angelsare
calied fons of God ; but in {uch a fenfe as carries in it necef-
fary exiftence and (upreme Deity. He denied not, but allowa
ed the jultnefs of the inference which the Jews drew from his
declaring, that God washis Father, namely, that b¢ 1made him-
Jelf equal with Ged, 1 John v.18, 19. For when they told him
fo, he anfwered and faid, Verily, verily, I jay a3t0 you, the Son
can do noibing of himfelf, but wbat he feeth the Father do: for

what things foever be doeth, thefe alfo doeth the Som likenvife.

Now, it would be blafphemy to (ay of any one who is not e-
qual with God, that whatfoever God the Father doeth he do-
e likewife. So we muft underfland the profeffion which the
Ethiopian eunuch made of his faith in order te baptif{in, J be-
lieve tbat Fefus Chrift is the Son of Ged; that is, he is o the
Son of God as to be himf{elf the only true God ; awbofe name
elone is Febovab, the moft high over all the earth; who made
all things, and without whom was not any thing made that
was made ; who upholdeth all things by the word of his power,
Indeed, it is manifeft, that none can rationally or warranta-

" bly be believed or truftedin for the falvation of our fouls, but
he who is God zll, fufficient, who claims the honour of being
a Saviour a3 his incommunicable prerogative, 1fa. xliii. 11.
2, even I, am the Lord, and befides me there is mo Savienr. The
gloriovs ebje@, which faith apprehends, is the Great God
our

o BN
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oF SAVING FAITH. 7

our Saviour, exerting his infinite perfe@ions in the work of
our falvation.

The name of the Son of God implies, that in the abfolute
unity and fimplicity of the divine Being or Eflence, there are
more perfons than one; for Son fuppofes Father: Accord-
ing!y we are affured, that there are three that bear record in
heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft; and
thefe three are one. So that when we believe in the Son of
God, we believe that in the only true God there are three

_diftin@ perfons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; we

alfo believe,. that the Father fent his only begotten Son in the
charadter of Mediator; and that the fending of him in that
charaéter fuppofed him to be the Son of God, but did not
make him fo, the name Son denoting his perfonal relation,
not his office. He is the Son of God by eternal and neceffary
generation; whereas he is Mediator by his voluntary under-
taking. Thus, there can be no believing on the Son of God, .
while the fcripture dodtrine of the Trinity is rejefted. By
the denial or the corruption of this truth, which is the foun-
dation of the Chriftian religion, multitudes, at this day, are.
bringing upon themfelves {wift deftruétion.

In the fecond place, the objel of faith is Jxsvs; a word
of Hebrew original, fignifying, tbe Sawiour ; intimating
what we are to believein him for, namely, falvaiion, or
deliverance from fin and wrath, Matth. i. a1, And fbe jball
bring forth a fom, and thow jball call bis name Jefus ; for be

foa'l fave bis people from their fins, 3 Thefl. i. 10, His Son

Fefus who delivered us from the wrash anbich is to come. The
Saviour of the world is the charaéter wherein he is {et forth
to us in the gofpel. s Johniv. 34. A% bove feen and do tof-
Vify that ths Father femt the Som, the Saviour of the avorld.
The {alvation of finners wag the errand on which he came,

1 Tim.



3 Tue SCRIPTURE DOCTRIEINE

» Timothy i. 15, This is a_faithful faying, and worlhy o alj
acc-ptation, that Chrifl Fefus came into tie avorld to fave finner:,
Luke xix. 10, The Son of man is come to feek and to fave thas
whi:h was lofl. By his obedience unto death, even the death
of the crofs, he obrained, not what fome call eafy terms or
conditions of falvation, but falvation it{elf. }le finithed the
wotk that the Father gave him to do, baving fully fatisfied
the demands of law and juftice, fo that nothing remained to
be done in the way of procuring; nothing remained but that
each of his people fhould, according to the order fertled in
the covenant of grace, enter, firft, upon the begun pofleflion
of falvation in the day of effeftual calling; a:d, afterwards,
upon the full and eternal pofleflion of it in the uiher world.
The fuppofition that the defign of Chrift’s obedicnce unto
death was 10 cbtain eafly terms of falvation for men, is
contrary to the nature of the covenant of grace; according
to which the gift of Gud * is eternal life, in the beginning, the
progrefs, and conflummation of it, through Jefus Chrift our
Lord; to the abfolute exciufion of creature boafting; partic-
ula:1y of thar boafting, to which the creature’s performance
of certain prefcribed terms or conditions gives occafion.
The purport of the everlafting covenant is,. / will give you
the fure mercies of David. It leaves no room for the (cheme
of {ulpending our falvation upon certain terms or conditions
to be performed by us,—f{ince there is nothing that can be
¢onfidered as a condition. of falvation, but what is to be found
amony

* Rom. vi. 23. The gift of God, by way of eminence; his gift to
poor finmers, who, in themfelves, are as worthy of eternal death, as
the labourer is worthy of his wages; that which is moft worthy cf
God,. as being of all his gifts the freeft, the richeft, and the moft
glorifying to all his perfeions, is eternal life in Chrift Jefus our
Lord; that is, eternal life given us freely for the fake of him
who® name is THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.



or SAVING FAITH. 9

among the promifed bleflings of that covenant ; being a part

. of the promifed falvation. This is manifeftly the cafe with

1 refpe to faith, repentance, and new obedience: Jn bis name
¢ Ball the Gentiles truft; I awill give them & meaw beart; a mew
) Spirit will I pwt awithin them : I will take away the floxy beart

out of their flefb, and I will give them am beart of fefh: 1 avill

| ‘?put my Spirit within themy, and caufe them to azalt in wmy fla-
‘sdutes. They fball ook upon me whom thy bave pierced, and

tbq Jbail mourn for bim. Befides, in the promiles which the
Father made to Chrift, the fulfilment of all righteoufnefs, or

_ ‘Chrift’s going through a courfe of fervice and fuffering in a
., ftate of humiliation, is reprefented as the only condition upon

" which the fzlvation of his people, or their attainment of grace

and giory was fulpended, and by which it was to be fully and

Jnfallibly fecured.  When thou foall make bis foul an offering

_ for JSin, be phall fee bis fesd, be fhall prolong his days, and the
2 p/:afure of the Lord jhall projper in his band. He foall fee of
" the travail of bis foul, aund fhall be Jatisfied: By bis knowledze
}ﬁ shall 51y righteons Servant juftify many ; for ke skall bear their
- imiquities : Therefore awill I divide himn a portion with the great ;
" and he shall divide the Jpoil wwith the [romg: becaufe be Fath

17 SRR 2B s g X

poured out bis foul unte death, Now it is manifeft that the
whole {alvation of his people, their faith, holinefs and comfort

“are included in Chrift’s feeing his {eed, in his feeing the tra-

vail of his {oul, and being fatisfied : and therefore fince Chrift’s
bearing the iniquities of his people in obedience unto death,
even the death of the crofs, infallibly {ecured the latter, that
i, his feeing his feed, or the travail of his foul; it no lefs in-
fallibly fecured the former, that is, the faith, ho. iefs, and
comnfort, the whole falvation of his people.

Thus the object of faith is Jefus the Saviour. Thofe who
regard any thing befides bim, as what they are to reft upon
in whole or in part, for {alvation, whether it be under the no-

tion



t¢  Tne SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE

tion of merit, or of a condition, or of a recommending predil-
pofing qualification, are attempting to rob him of the glor Lof
his name. He is defpifed and refefied of men ; of all who do not
rely on him for the whole of their falvation. In the name Je-
fus faith beholds the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the
ending, of our falvaiion. This pame is to all believers as o/nr-
ment poured forth ; an utfailing fpring of comfort in all their
tribulations.  Bleffed Jefus! they that know thy name, will
put their truft in thee: the delire of their {ouls will be to thy
name, and to the remembrance of thee,

In the 1hird place, the ovbjelt of faith is called Curist,
a word of Greek original, fignifying Anointed. - This natne
hath refpet to bis being fet up from everlafting as the Cove
enant-head and furety of bLis people. Prov. viii. 23, J wa
ﬁ’l up, or, as fome read it, I avay aznoinled, Srom cwr.’aﬁ:ng:

Asalio to Father’s feading him in his incarnation. Juhn x. 36,

Siy s¢ of bim awborm the I'alber tath fanllified and fen into the
world, Tteu blajphem:f, becasfe I [aid I am the Son of God :
and to the public and illuftrious manser in which the Father
declared his acceptance of the perfon and ﬂglucou(’nc!‘s of his
beloved Son as our reprefentative and furety, when there
came fuch a voice from the excellent glory, Tbis is 'm; Be-
leved Sun in avhem 1| am avel( pl-ajod ; and when he was rail-
ed from the dead and received up into glory: and, luftly,
to the fuperabundant mealure in which the MHoly Spirit was
communicated to his human nature, fitcing nim tor the exe-
cution of his mediatorial ofiices. John iii. 3. For God giveth
not the Spirit by 1=eafure wnto him. "This was figuificd By the
Holy Gholt defeending upon bim at his baptifin in the forn
ofadove; and had been filly declired in the Old Te(la-
ment, lai. xi, 1, 2, #d 2ivre shall come a rod ont tft/u'/h'n
of Ffley antabras i :5a' grow out of %5 reots. dAund the Spie
rit

.‘v‘w ‘
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or SAVING%[_AITI-I. 11

ribof 1be Lord sball reft upen bim; and lvi. 1. The Spirit of
the Lord God is upon mey becaufe the Lord hath anointed me 1o
pre~ch good tidings 12 the meek. The fpirit, which God gave
B .pg;_b) mez{yre unta him, reited and abode upon him through
the whe's courle of his humiliation; but was eminently and
 illoftriowi;” upon him as a fpirit of gladnefs, in his ftate of ex-
altationg, Picl. xlv, 9. Thou lovefi rightoonfng)s and batefl
. awickednefi ; thevefore Ged, thy God, hath anointed thee with the
0il of gladnefs abc-1¢ thy fellows. As I'avid wasthrice anointed
to the kingly office ; firft, at Bethlehem by Samuel; and next,
at Hebron by men of Judah- and agrin, at Hebron by
the tribes ¢! Ifrael: So there were thres remarkable a.
nointi-:ge of our Lord Jefus: the ¢ ,‘.?::‘h.~ at hi» .. carnation;
the fccc..a‘.'d, &4 hap . when he wad zatering woan is
ai®ey Cond Sl dncd whists was of ail the mef il

i lu &rnous, in bis iofurreétion and afcenti.n *,

-

He who is the objeét of our faith iscalled Chrisy, or,
| the ancinted One, in relation to his prophetical, prieftly, and
j kingly offices, and in allufion to the inftances we have in the
;' Old Teftament of perfons being ancinted, when they were
invefled with thefe offices. Inftances of anointing tothe king-
ly oflice are common in the Old Teftament. Of anointing to
~ to the prophetical office, we have an inftance in the cafe of
Elifha the fon of Shaphan. With refpeét to the prieftly ofiice
‘the command is exprels, Exod. xxx. 30. Thou fhall anvine
" darom and bis fons, and confecrase tham, that they may sminifter
IR the prigf's office. . |
Faith views its glorious objeét as our great Hicn
"Prisstt, unfpeakably excelling thé priefts of the order of
Aaron.

. ¥

® Witflus in fymabolum, de nomine Chrifti.

4 g&lth receiveth Chrilt as priet, king, and prophet; though

Lo (‘.hﬂﬁ, In the order of his offices was firlt o prieft, undertak-
| T g

- e —— [ — - it | Sttt
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Aaron. Thefe werc but mere meny ho is a divine perfon,
the only true, the fupreme, and negeffartly exiltent God.
‘Their offerings were of no value but as they ferved to [ha-
Jow forth the one offering of' Chrift, and to dired® the faith
v (horchemembers to him.  They were made without an
oath ; bot ke with an vath, by him that {aid anto him, Thou
art & Priofl for sver after the order of Melchifedec, Of his
three offices the priclthood alone is confirmed with an oath;
becaute it is a matter of fupertatural revelation, woft re.
more from our natwial apprehenfion 3 1nd becaule it is the
foundation of the othtr officcs: for he could not be a Prophes
or a King of his peopic, but on conditio: oi kis fubmitting as
their great JTigh Prieft, tw give binel fci them, v offerine
avd & facrifice to God of & fwesiefrniving o sme,

Toe priets under the law weve d so oider gifts ane fa
crivcen fer finye The faerifoe w Chrit offered was hie
1050 reipeét ©F b hunran natare. His diviae nuture was
the altar which .anifca i e gift or oftering, saadariag i of
infinite value and virtee. The offering up of himfelf vas be.
gun in his incarnation, carried en through his life, and £nith-
ed at his death. The effeét of it was nothing 1efs thau the
expiation of all the fins of his people and their full reconcill.
ation te Gud. For &y oue offcring he hath perfelded for cver them
that are sandified. Heuce the Lord reprefents the efficacy
of this offering, by faying, 7 will remove the iniquity of the
land in one day, Lech. iii. 9. ln this oblation, faith beholds
the {ure foundation and full fecurky of aur pardon aud ac-
ceptance with God.,

Tt

ing to furisfy for fin; then as a prophet and king, to rule and guide
his peopl: to eternal life; fo fai-h. in order of nature, firft look-
cth on Yiim as 9 prieft for reconciliation with God; then ws a pro-

phet andt king for llumination and fanification.em~Troughton’s
Lutherus Redivivius, Chap. x, Tl

n
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th high prieft under the law
t the interceflion of our {Lovd

Jefus ig infinirey fupcrmr ; which is not barely the oftering

"up of a delirc o God, like the interceflion of the fiints for

one angthers it it is a glorious reprefentation of that avi/s
of Jetiswherehy we are fanétified, founded on the dignity of
his perfon, on his intinitely meritorious obedience unto death,
and on the everlalting covenant or council of peace, which
was between the Father and him from eternity: and there-
fore his manner of (peaking in his interceflory prayer, is fo
majeftic and peremptory, as would be unbecoming and pre-
fumpcuous in any other than him who is the Son of God, the
atber's Equal, the Surety of the betier covenant, Father I
WILL that thofc avhbom thou bajt piven mey b: auith me, where I
am, to bebold my glivy i~ awilly not 1 beg or intreat.  Such is
the :liguity, axdiority, und eflicaey, of his interceflion, th. it
can no more, without blafphemy, be aferibed to any wiaer,
than his chlatton oe wiichiit is tsianed, and with whiclr

it is inleparably conneted.  The prevailing interceflinn of

of our Lord Jeivs proclaimas to the whole chnreh, that 2he Lord
is avell pleajed for his rightesyinefs fake; and that every be-
liever is blejad tor ever avith all fpiritual blfings in beaven'y
plices in Chriff Feur; and that whatfoever we afk in Chrift's
name, {hall be given us: believing prayer being a fort of ¢-
chin of Chvift’s interceflion,

Again, faith views its glorions objeét as sur apoinic? Pro-
rPiRT. By nature we are utrerly blind ¢ the things =t the

Spirit of God: for the pataral man veceive 1 not the things

of the Spirit of Gody neither ¢an he ke theen, Foe this
deplovable cafe, we have an adequate remedy i env Lord
Jefus Chrifty ashe is fec forth in fuch pallages of fevipture ax
thele: biab s Vi 6, 9. [ aviid give thee for a crvena? of tne
peopley for i light to the Gentiles, toopen the blindryesy Xiv.ite 17,
Thur fuith the Lavd thy Redeemer, the Flily Ui of Iirael, alo

B B teactul



WURE DOCTRINA

seacheth to prof®, avhs lead:1h i r b gbe way 1 ::‘\,»  houldfp
go. 'The prophets under the Y uéted the
people, forctold things to come, and confirmed their doc-
trine by miracles, Qur Lord Jelus was, no doubt, greatly fu-
perior th what he {poke and did, 1n the courfe of his perfonal
miniftry among the Jews, to -all the prophets that went be-
fare him.  Yetwe would have a defeftive and erroneous no-
tion of his prophetical office, were we to confider it as whel-
‘Jy or cven chiefly executed in his perfonal miniftry, while
he was in that ttate of homiliation, tlie proper and peculiar
defign of which was the fulfilment of his prieftly undertaking :
Here we ure to diftinguifh between the general nature of
Chrift’s prophetical office and the peculiar manner of his exe-
cuting it in a {tate of humiliatien, as a minifter of the circum-
cifion, and in obedience to the liw as a covenant of works,
which bound him to teaching as well as other good worke:
When we confider his teaching with refpcét to this manner
of it, or as what he did in the chara&er of a ‘bond fervant,
we juftly maintain, that it belongs 1o his furety righte-
oulnels which was wrought out for, and is imputed to his
people for their jultification.  But with refpeét to the gene-
ral nattre of Chrift’: prophetical office, which is the reveal-
iny of the will of God to his people for their falvation, the
execntion of it was no way peculiar to the time of his perfon-
al miniftry in the days of bis flefh, but has been going on from
the givioy of the fivlt promife il now.  The external rev-
elation that he gave to the church under the Old Teftament,
while there was only a part of the Scriptures in the hands of
circh-members, wac more obfeure: Bot the external rev-
clation that he gave to the church under the New Tddla.
ment, Ly compicting the canon of Scripture, is far more
ciear and full. Ile his now griven ro his people all the ex-
teinat revelation of the will of God for their falvation, that
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gpd of time, “The Bible, as
d ,{l’ lat will%and teftament,
fed, either by new revelations

of the Spirit ov t&;'adnums of men, Chrift is even now exa
ternally exccuting his prophetical oflice amongit us, in his
word and or d“\ances : In thefe heis fpeaking to us from hea-
ver, Chrift teaches inwardly and efietually by his Spiric:
He not only gives outward iuttruétion, but an heart to re.
¢eive it :—-1le opens eur vuderftanding to underftand the
Scriptures.  The fupernatural teachiur of the Lloly Spirit,
is neceflary to onr attaining of the {aving kaowledge and ap-
plication of what we are taught in Scriptire; but adds no
new matter to what we are taught there.  The teaching of
the Spirit atrend, the teaching of the word; and we have na
grouiid to exped& the former, where the latrer is wanting,
Chrift is bringing in his fheep, by the eflt&ual working of
his Spirit, in thofe places only in which e is teaching by
Lis word, contained in the Scriptures of the Ol and New
Teitament: for faith cemeth by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God. |

Farther, faith beholds its objel as that plovions KiNg,
whom God hath {et upon his holy bilt of Sion. Fauh views
him as the irrefiftible conqueror of that ¢cnmity which natu-
rally reignsin the heares of finners ; Pial cx. 3. Thy peops jhell
be fw://mg in the day of t'y poaver : and as the irreHitible con-
queror of Satan, in whole pofliilion the finner is by nature.
Luke xi. 21. When a firirg man armed tecjeth bis palace, Fis
£oods are in prace : Thus our poor fuuls are by nature Satan’s
palace ; of which be is reprefented a- having peeceable pol-
feflion, becaufe there is a willing filjedion to him, or, which
i3 in effect the fame thing, to the dominion of fin,  But, it
follows in the uext verfe, avber a flronger than be fhall come
upon bim and ovzrcome bim, he taketh from bim all his armonr
wnerein be trufled, and divideth the roil. The ﬂronger One
“than



than Satan is our Lord ]efus
he has no more that abfolut ing Pl ,L' bover the
foul which he had before. Agam, a/l B15 arMour is taken
Jrom bim whevein he trufted, when the [oul is delivered from
the law as a covenant, fo that Satan can no more exercife
his power over the foul by virtue of that broken law from
Which the foul is fled to Chrift : and when the foul isrenewed
in all its facaltics § {0 that, thougi there be ftill remainders
of Corruption, yer thele, being «He&mally oppofed by the
newly implanted principle of grace, cannet give Satan that
ablolute dominion whivh he fermerly had. It is added,
be divideth the jpsil; lie gives everlafting falvation 1o the
poor {oul, and takes all the glory t himfelf, ——Again,
faith beholds the King of Zion not only as the almigh-
ty conqueror, but as the fuithful keeper of the foul,  John
X, 28, £ give unto them cternal life, anid they foall neyer perifh,
ncitder jiall any piuck them out of wine bande 2 Tim. i. 12.
X knoay avbom I hawe bilieved, and I am perfuaded that he is
able to keep that ackich [ have committed unto bim againft that
day. Faith velolds him not only 45 our great Thgh Pricfi,
who hath delivered us from the law as i covenant ; but alfo as
our King, giving forththe fame pure and perfed law as a rule
of life.  Though believe s are ol nnder the law as in the
hand of God abfolur 'y conhidered, or according to the coves
nant of works; th.tis, either to be jultificd or condemned
Ly it; they being jnﬂiﬁc‘:d dready and fet frec from liable-
nefls to condemnation ;o that they have nothing to do with
the law in that refpedt, it being dead to them und they to it

yet the authority by which the law as a rule of life is given
forth to believers and is brding upan them, is the authority

of God Crearor as well as ot God Redeemer @ for it can lofs
nothing of its authority or obligation by being in the Lhand of
Chritty whois the brightnefs of his Father’s glory, and the ¢xprsfs

;‘magc

e 4



g - |
gﬁ/"'m"“«?“v ING FAITIL 17

image of hig et .. il things awere made by him, and witheut
him ewyas nap-any tbt%ir made that was made.  The law that
believers ave under as a rule of life being regarded as in

Chrift’s hand, is called the law of Chrift: Gal, vi. 2. Bear

ye one anothers burdensy aiid fo fuifil the lanw of Chrift. 1 Cor.
iX. 28, Doing not withont law to God, but snder the law 1o
Chrifl.  And how perfnative and endearing is the manner
in which he gives his commands to his people: Ile fays
to cach of them, My fin, bind thou them continually z:pon thine
keart, tie them abcut thy neck. When theu goeft, it fhall lead
thee; when thou flezpe, it fhall keep thee i and avhen thou a-
wakyl, it fhali talk svith thee.  According to the meafure or
exercife of faith, it will be the great defire and cndeavour of
believers to walk in ail the ordinances and commundments ot
the Lord blamelels, This is their great enconragement, that
hie calls his people to no duty without allowing thew a {ufficien.
cy of grace and ftrengrh to carry them through the performs-
ance of'it: faying to cach of thew, My grace is fufficient for
thes ; and iy flrength jhali be made porfefd in avealniji: As thy
Aays, fothy flrengthy jhell beo  Fuith likewite beliolds a gras
civusexercite of bis kingly autlority i the correttion or chuls
tilemictts ot his people: tur he avill nat fuffer fin upon his peas
ple: he will in ary aife rebuke them: Both his love to them,
and the glory of his fufinite holinels, require that he fhould
manifett his difpleafure with fin regarded in theiv hearg, or
breaking out in the pradtice. Rev. il 19. s many as [
love, I rebuke and chaflen,  Exod. xxiii. 21. Leware of bim
aul obey his weice, previke bim net : for he avill not pardon your
tria, re m'm, that i+, he will not comnive at or countenance
theiv trantgeliions, but will have them. bionuht to a deep
and humbling fente of the beinoufnels and proravations of
thern,  Surcly a gricions heart swould trembie to think of the
heavy corredlinus by which the Lord often manifedts his dif-

B2 pleafure
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]Aeafure with the fins of his own people, Hencs the pfal-
milt fays, My flesb trembleth for fear of thee, and I am :fraid
of thy judgments. ‘Though a perfon that has truly believed
en the Son of God fhall never be caft into hell, yet a fort of
hell may for a time, be caft into him. Such was the cafe of
~ Job, defcribed in thefe words:  The arrows of the Adlmighty
are within me, ibe poifen whereof drinketl up my fpirits. But
faith gets a fatisfying view of the heavielt corretion, under
the management of their merciful and gracious King, asnot
againft their perfons, but againft their corruptions, and as
light affiictions avbich are but for a moment, working for them a
Jar maore exceeding and eternal weight of glory. - The enemies
~of our falvation, within and without, are numerous and pow-
erful; bur if we have the true faith of that glorious viory
over them, which oar King and Head hath obtained in his
~ own perfon, and in our name, we will have a real perfua-
fion, that, throwgh him, we fliall be overcomers at laft. He
may, indeed, for holy and wife ends, fuffer believers to fall
grievoufly ; but he will raife them up again, as he did Peter,,
with bitter weeping, reftoring their fouls, caufing them, with
renewed firength, to walk in the paths of righteoufnefs for
his name’s fake. Faith beliolds the warfare in believers a-
gainft indwciling fin, Satan and the world, as going on under
the band o®Zion’s King, to a compleat viory and triumph,
Hemce ‘the apoftle, having uttered that mournful complaint,
Q avretched man trat 1 am, who hall deliver me Srom the body
of this death! immediately adds, I thank God hrough Fefus
Chrift cur Lord ; ory as it may be fupplied from 1 Cor. xv. 57,
Thanks be 1o God awhs piveth us the victory through sur Lord
- Fefus Chrifl, Faith beholds the power and authority of Zion’s
Ring illuftiivefly difpleyed in the erection and maintenance
¢f bis viible church in the world ; in preferving the duc-
‘1ring, wo thip, difcipline, and government thercof pure and,
L entire ;

o
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entire ; and in diredihg all the coucernments thereof to a
mofi bleffed and glerious iffue. s there one of the truths or
inftitutions of our Lord Jefus Chriit which men are peculiariy
intent upon having buried in oblivion? Faith beholds, in his

kingly office, good fecurity for the refurretion of fuch a truth

or inftiturion, and for its being made fhine forth with diftin-
guithed luftre. His name, which includes all the truths and

ordinances wherein he makes himfelf known, /all endure for
cver ; his name fball be continued as long as the fun. The pre-
fervation of fuch truths and ordinances is the caufe of his peo-
ple ; and their Redeemer is flrong, the Lord of hoffsis bis mame;
he foall throughly plead their caufe. By the revival of fuch
truths in the profeflfion and power thereof, he will carry on
the work of building up his church which belongs to him as
her King. For cbold the man avbofe rame i1 the BRANCH, and
be fball grow cut of his place,and be Jball build the temple of the
Lord; cven he fball build the temple of the Lord,~und ke jball
Eiar the glory ; and be fhall and rule upon bis throne; and be
fball bs a prieft upon bis throme,

Thus we have given fome account, from the Scripture,
of that name which is the objeft of faith, which is as sinenrens
poured forth, and which all believers willdwell on to 'etemity,
with joy unfpeakable and full of glory. What w¥ have far-
ther to offer on this part of our fubject, fhall be in anfwer 10
three queftions. e

The firji is, Whether fuch principles as the being of God,
the immortality of the foul, a future ftate of rewards and
punifhments, as they are known by human reafon in its pre-
fent corrupted ftate, are to be confidered as objeéts of faith,

or as the foundation on which the gofpel, or the faith of the
gofpel is built.

Anfacer, It is abfurd to call fuch truths, as thofe nowe

mentioned,

-
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mentioned, objects or matters of faith,while they are known
and confidered no otherwile than as matters of reafon.
Faith is a particular way of apprehending things; and no-
thing can be faid to be the matter or object of a divine faith,
but as it is apprehended to be revealed in the word of God;.
as it is {een in the light of a fupernatural teltimony, or in the

face of Jefus Chrilt *.
We.

* The dotrine contained in thefe words of the apoflle, Heb. xi. 6. -
He that cometh to God smnefi believe that he 45y and that he is the re-
warder of them that diligently feck him; is fas more fublime than any
thing that can be known by the light of nature.- For, 1. To believe
sbat God is5, isto give credit to the teftimony wherein he hathreveal
ed his name, his perfections, and the riches of his all-fulliciecncy, For
faith is knowledge founded fingly on the tefiimony of God. And fince
God hath reveusled himfelf in his word, as well able to be the {ulvation
of the finner; itfollows, that a perfon does not truly believe that God
is, unlefs he believes the gofpel, as it gives God the praife of his being
well able to juftsfy the ungodly. For this is included in the notion of
God, as he reveals himfelf in his word. 2. God might be wh.t he i5,
as to his all-fufficiency, though it were not his will to be the God and
falvation of the finner. Hence faith does not ftop here; for it alio
believes that God is actually the rewarder of them tiut dijigently [2ch
bin: ; according to his own declaration, Ifu. wlv. 19. I Juid not unto
the [eed of Facoly Seck ye mmy fuce in wain. 3. Another principle of
faitiy is, That Cod 75 to be /5:ght as our chicf good, with diligence
and deep concern 3 and thal we s ft come to bize. Here it is fuppof-
ed, that God has given us a teftimony wherein he hath thewn us tire
way wherein poor man, in his prefent fallen condition, may feck him
and come to him. It i5 certain, the finner cannot feck God, uniefs
he feek alfo the righteoutnefs of God; nor muay he look for falvation,
but in fuch a way as declarcs and mannifies that righteouinefs, Rom.
iii. 26. Noris it fit that he fhould ¢ome to Cof without fuch an a-
toning and interceding High Prielt, as the apofile fays, becamee us,y
Heb vil. 26. or otherwife than as included in him, who cugaged hig
" hears to approacn unto God on our Lcm.lf in our nume, Jer. xxx. 21,

Tley
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We allow that there are many truths concerning the bes
ing and perfe@ions ofGod, and eoncerning the relation wa
ftand in to him, which our reafon, coerrupted as it is, doeg
not fail to fuggeft, Thefe truths, not as matters of faith, but
as di¢tates of reafon, are fuppofed and implied in all the
doltrines of revelation ; and whkoever is an enemy of the for-
mer, muft be much more an enemy of thelatter. On the other
hand, the knowledge of things by reafon, is a different kind
of apprehenfion from that of faith; asthe way of apprehend-
ing things by the outward fenfe, is of a different kind from
both the former: And though there can be no real contra-
diction among the truths of God ; yet {uch is the natural cor-
ruption of the human mind, and fo great is the diftance be-
tween the truths that are knowable by human reafon, and the
peculiar do@rines of revelation; that the latter can never be
{o reprefented to the underftanding of an unrenewed 1pan, as
to make bim difcern that they have a fure and fatjfying
foundation in the former. Nothing lefs than this can be
meant by the apoftle in 1 Corinth, ii. 14. The natural man
veceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God ; they are fooliflonefs
10 him ; neither can be know them, because they are fpiritually dif-
eerned 1.

| The

They utterly miftake the apoftle’s meaning, who fuppofe that there
1s nothing in the words now confidered, but what natural religion
teaches : for the knowledge of Ged, Tuch as it is, which men attain
by the light of nature, isnot fasth; nor is it fufficient te falvation;
nor by it can any onc pleafe God. .

+ The natural man, fo called by the apoitle, homo animalis, the
rational man, who has no other priuciple of attion than his own mind
or nataral reafon, does not perceive the things of the Spirit of God;
tueyexceed his reafoning powers; and, after all hic efforts, he ¢an-

not know them, fo as to forma right judgment of them. Where-

fore!?
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The embracing of a divine truth, upon the immediate

view that a renewedunderftanding has of Ged’s authority fhis
ning in fome paflage of the Holy Scriptures, wiiere that truth
is really taught, isa very different thing from our aflent to a
truth, becaule it is agreeable to our natural reafon, The dic-

tates

fore? becauft they are fpiritually difcerned. They belong to a fu-
blimer fphere, which the axiom; or principles of natural reafon do
not reach. '

There is another caufe why men cannot difcern a foundation for
the peculiar doctrines of revelation, in the axioms or principles
of reafon, befides the fublimity of thete dodtrines; which is, that
the reafon of all natural men is now fo corrupt, and cven blind,
efpecially with refpect to the things of God, that they are conti-
nually taking grofs errors for axioms and principles of reafon.

Excellent are the words of Lord Bacon, in his treatifc concerning
the improvement of the fciences, in the beginning of the ninthhook.
¢ The prerogative of God, fays he, extends to the whole man; to
our reafon as well as our will : for man muft deny himfelt atro re.
ther, in coming to God. Wherefore, a3 we are bound to obey the
divine law, notwithftanding the reludtance of tue will; fo we arc
to give credit to the word of God, notwithtanding the relustance
cf reafon. For if we belicve thofe things only” in the fcripture:
which are agrezable to our rcafc.)n, we allent to the reatonablence
af the things, but give no credit to the ‘Ueftifier of them: as we
ufe to deal with witneiles of w ulpeFed charatter. Moreover, there
is fomething more excellent in believing than in mere knowledge:
for in knowledge, the mind is aéted upon by fenfe, which refults from
material things; but in faith, the foul is aled vpon by a foul,’” fays
Lord Bacon; I would rather fay, by the Spirit of God, who i a
nobler agent.

The heavts and minds of unrepenevate men ave fay from being
thus fubjeted to the authority of the word of God.  Suchy howe-
ver, may have a knowledse of mush revealed teath s and with re-
fpe to the variety and arrangemcnt of their notions, and fuitable
utterance, they may, and, itis probavle, often do excel real Chrif-
tians. sut this is not vu ve afcribed to the force of the ordinary

light

:
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qates of nazural ieafun may, indezd, be made ufe of to fhew
men the inexcufablenei of sveir unielied, wnd to excite be-
liever to the more lively exercife of faitl.  But they may
in many cafes be futficient to an{wer thefe purpofes; and yet
be utterly infufficient to be a foundation of faith, Thus our
Lord excites the difciples to a chearful truft in the providence

*

of their heavenly Father, from this confideration, that they
were better, or of more importance, than the birds and beafts,
of which they faw his providential care fo confpicuous.
This rational confideration was propofed as 2 motive to
their faith, but aot a ground of it: for all the: {sto be feen

in

light of natural rcafon and confcience, but to the preuliar height-
ening of that light by the common influcnees or operations of the
Holy Spirit, which perfons pavtake of in the vifible church for her
benefit.

But the light of’ that knowledpc is of a different kind, wluch be-
Hig infeparably accompanied with the love of the truth, 'md with
the fanclification of the inner man, is kindled in the fouls of the e-
lect by the Spirit of Cheift, which ke pucchafed for them, and which
flows from him as the head into them, as the members of his my-
ftical body. ‘I"he Tioly $pivit enduzs them with a new {piritual ca-
pacity of apprehending fpiritual (hinps; a canacity no lefs pecaliarly
adapted to the purpofe of apprehiending fpiritual things in their re-
wity, plory and fuitablencfs, than the eve is udapted to the purpofe
of feeing, or the car to that of hearing. He alfo pives them the
afe or exereite of this capacity, by opening and untolding the word
of God to them, by cayiing them to behold the infullible trath and
evcellency of it in its own light, (o that their perfuafion thereof
15 no lefs fall and fatisfving, than their pestuation of the exiftence
61 the fun, when he fines upen them in 4 olear day.  See a dx(?'er-
tation of Witfins, which he addvetlesy ud wmp!ifionom virum Ulricum
Liubernne, "This is the do@rine of the Wefliminfler Confoflion of
Faithy, Chap. 1. Art. 6. ¢ We acknowledoe the inward illumination
uf the Spirit to be neceflary for the faving underftanding of fuch
things as are revealed in the word.””
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in the ordinary courfe of providence is utterly infufficient to

be a ground of that {pecial confidence in God’s fatherly love
to which they were exhorted,—without that {pecial revela.

of his good will to them in his word of promife.

Faith embraces the truths revealed in the word of God, |

not becaufe it apprehends them to be agreeable to, or founded
upon reafon, but becaufe it immediately difcerns the word,
wherein thefe truths are revealed to be the word of God;
a word which bears a manifeft, undeniable impreflion of his
authority, majefty, wifdom, power, holinefs, righteoulnefs,
mercy, and truth. So the apoftle tells the Theflalonians, that
when they received the word of God, they immediately re-
cieved it, not as the word of man, but (as it isin truth) the
word of God. To receive a truth as the word of nan is to

receive it as agreeable to or founded upon the principles of na-

tural reafon: a way of receiving the truths of religion which

here ftands oppofed to the receiving them as the word of
God ; that is, to the receiving of them by faith. Nature af-
fords us fome image of faith’s immediate difcernment of the
voice of God in his word, particularly in that i'nmediate un-
defcribable manner in which we diftinguifi one perfon from
all others, by his countenance, by his voice, and fometimes
by his manner of expreflion. It feems to be in allufion to
this, that faith is reprefented as our Jfecsng Fejusy and ovr
knowing his voice.

At the fame time, this faith does not hinder, but rather
promote the right ufe of all the facuities which Gad hath
given us. Mo mathematical demonftration is more fuitable
or (atisfying to our rational nature, than the light of God’s
word, when let into the foul by the power of the Holy Spi-
rit. When reafon fetsitlelf akove Jivine revelation, or refufes
to fubmit thereto, it is perverted, and works its own over-
throw ; whereas while it adts within its own {phere, and in
due
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Jue fubordination to divine revelation, its exercife is ready,
uniform, vigorous, and beneficial. What a noble ficld does
revelation open for the due exercife of reafon, in difcerning,
for example, the propriety and fignificancy of the words em-
plug'ed by the Holy Spirit, in tracing the conneltion of re-
vealed truths with one another, as fo many links of one beaa-
tiful chain ; and in obferving the harmony and agreement
between the word of God, and his works of creation and

providence.

The fecond queftion is, Whether the whole word of Gaod,
and whatever is contained in it, be the objeé of faith ?

Aafwer. The whole word of Gud is, indeed, the gene-
ral objeét of faith: But, as Muv. Ciltvia obferves, ¢ In the
“¢ word, which is its general objeét, it fecks a fpecial objeét,
¢ in which it may find and reccive reconciliation with God,
-+ and remiflion oi fins,”” It may bte farther oblerved, That
the word is to faith what light is to the eye: it is that where-
in faith apprehcuds its only fuitable and fully fatisfying ob- |
jeéty Jelus Chrift the Sou of Ged.

At to otier tiings contained in the Seripture, they ali mees
in Chrift as their centre. Thus, the law fhows usthe Gufuluefy
and mifery of our uatural fate, and fo our unfpeakable need of
Clrift. The examples of the faints hews us what others have
recerved, and what we mivexyedl to receive out of the ful-
nels of Chrift,  The thicatenings {ct before us ihe ivfinite
hezard that attends our negledt of Chrifts "The voice of the
threatenings, as tuey fland connected 1o the Bibie, is like that
of the angeis to Lot, whenthey brouzit hins out of Sodum,
tlcape for thy life s Lok net behind thee: efvape to Jolus
Chiift the S20 of God, 1= thou he confumed.  In Chrift are
4l the prowmites of God Yea, and in hin Amen, to the glory
vf Golo The grond fope or defign of all the Scriptare into

C teitify
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teftify of Chrift, m declare what he is in himfelf, what he ls
to us, his doing and dying on carth, and his interceflion in

beaven, with the manner in which we are brought to the en-
Juyment of fellowtip with him,

Quettion third, How isGod the objelt of faith?

Anfwer. Luther had goad realon to (ay, Nolo Deun ab-
Solutwiz s T will have nothing to do with an, ahlolute God, o
‘with God according to the revelation whicl:.be inakes ef him-
ielf in the law of works®, A perfon that has (inned and

come fhort of the glory of God, (as all mere men have donc)
has nothing to look for from God, abfolutely conlidered, but

_judgment and fery indignation that fhall devour the adver-

faries. Faith cannot {ve God as the God of our falvation but
ino Chrift. It isonly in Chrift that faith terminates, or comes

‘o reft, upon Gnd, upon his power, wifdom, mercy, and truth,

as working falvation for the church, and for usin particular.
To this purpofe it is fuid in 1 Pet. i. 20. ko by bim do be-
lieve in God thut raifed bim from the dead, and gave him glory,
that our fuith and hipe might be in God. 1f we fee Chrift a-
right, we will fce God in him; we will fee that we need not
gn out of Cuarift to {eek any knowledge of God : for in Chrift
dwells all the julnefs of the Godbead bodily : God’s name, na-

ture, all his perfe€ions are 74 him. e and the Father ave

one God.  Heuce he fays, He that bath feen me, hath fecn th:
! Fdflh’l'.

Jesus CHRrisT was the object of faith under the Old Tef-

tament defpenfation. e was revealed to faith in the firlt
promife §

* Often, fuy; Lather, and willingly dy T inenleate this truth,

“That vou fhouwld fliut your ears, and fuv, vou know no God out

of Clivift,
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protife concerning the feed of the woman, and in all the ce-
remonies and facrifices of divine appointment, ‘The Qld I'ef-
tament-church ie exprefsly enjoincd 1o believe in Chrift,
Exod. xxiiis 30, 21, Rebold I find an angel befire thee io
keep thee in the avay,.——Denvare of kim aund abey his voice,wfor
iy name is in bim, V0l e 11, Kifs the San, lefl he be angry.
The name of Chrilt was faith’s pleaunder the Old Telkament
as well as now. Pl Ixxxive 9. Beboid, O Gody our fhicld ;
and look upon the face of thine anoine:d, Dan. ix. 19, Caufe
thy face io fhine upon thy fanlluary, awhich is defolate, for the
Lord's fake. The God of Abraham, ot Ifaac, and of ] ob,
was God as revealed in the promifes of the covenantof .
Gad in Clirift reconciling finners to himfelf, not in
their trelpafles unto them,  lu a word, the fame righteout-
nefs of God which is now, under the New Teftamenr, more
clearly manifelted, was ¢ll along =vitueffed by the law and the
prepbets,

)y 22 4 6 4‘
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DISCOU RS E IIL

1 Jonn iii. 23.

This is bis commandment, that we frouid 3L 1EV E on the

naine of bhis SON Jesus CuRisT,
L4

- WE have confidered Jefus Chrift, the eternal Son ‘of God,
an the objedt of faving faith,  And furely what the Scrip-
tures teach concerning all his glory and fuitablenefs to our
cafe, hould awaken in us an caractt {olicitude to have that
faith by which he dwells in our heartss .

- Let’

- aewtt vow
o .
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Letus proceed ta another head of enquiry, What it is
that, properly and {tri¢tly fpeaking, conftitutes the acr of be-
lieving in the name of Jefus Chritt the Son of God.

Heve o iugs inay be premifed for the better under-
ftanding of what we aim at.

1. The faith vader confideration is a faving grace; of
which the apoftle fpeaks in Eph. ii. 8. By grace ye are fav-
ed, through faith, and that not of yeurfelves it is the gift of God,
in 1t Tim. 1. 16, For this caufe I obtained mercy, that in me
SArf Fejus Chriff raight fheay /art?) all lovg-fufering for a pat-
sern to them who fhoull afterwards belicve to life everlaflin -
And in Heb. x. 30. /e are not of them that draw back unto
perdition ; but of them that belicve unto the faving of the foul.
It is true, there are counterfeits of faith as well of s the o-
ther praces of the Spirit, . Simon Magus, Agrippa, and others,
are faid to have believed ; the fteny-ground hearers are faid
to have reccived the word : Perfons in the apoflolic age, de-
ftitute of charity, might propheey and work miiracles, and
in our own times, a counterfeit faith may be attended with
many {piritual gifre, and even with a femblance of love, re-
pentatce, devotion, carefulnefs about good works, But the
faith, concerning which we now enquire, d.ters, not only
‘as fome fuppole, in degrce, but cven in kind or nawure from
the counterfeits now mentioned, and from all that can be
found in unregeneratc men, i the diflcrence between fay-
ing faith and mere hiftorical faith, asit is called, were only
. in degree, then, inftead of faying as the apcflleedid to the
jailor, Bclieve on the Lord Jofus Chrift, and thou fhalt be
faved, they thould have {aid, Believe in fuch a degree, and
then rhy Taith will be faving: whereas their way of tpeaking
gave the jrilor ground to conclude, that if hie belieyed at all
in the fenfe wherein he was called 10 believe, be fhould be
faved, True belivvers are fometimes reprefcnted as wealk in

fuith
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faith 3 as of little faith : If the differcnce between favingznd |
hiftorical faith were only in degree, then Simon Magus might
be reprefented in the fame manner.——Again, that there
muft be a difference between faving faith and that which iy
not fo, in (ome other refpe@ than in degree, is evident
from the account that is given of juda s and other apoflates
it is not faid of them, that they did not believe in a {ufficient
degree, but that they did not believe at all: John vi. 64.
There are fome of ycu that believe not : for Jefus kucw from
the beginnjng aunbo they were that believed not, and abo jhonid
betray him. Several properties of faving faith fhew that it
Is of a difterent nature from whatever {femblance of it may
be found in natural men. It is wnfeigned faith, 1 Tim. i §.;
mofd holy faith, Jude 20.5 precisus faith, 2 Pet. i, 1.; itisa
faith of the operation of God awho raifed Chrift from the dead,
Col. ii. 12. Thefe are propertics that belong to the fmalleft
degree of this faith, as well as to a great degree of it. If it
be allowed, that there are degrees of faith in unregenerate

mica of the fame nature or kind with faving faith, the for.
mer moft be allowed to be a good prepararion for, or rather
a progrels towards the latter: ard it will follow, that man
has fonie natural avility to prepare himfclf for favieg grace,
or to move toward it: Whereby the Scripture dectrine of
man’s patural inability to do any thieg {piritually guod, or
to prepare himf{elf for it, is overtorned, and the old po-
pilt doétrine about merit of congruity is introduced. This
fcheme tends to mifleed perfons in the weighty and import.
ant duty of felf cxumination; for, in eXamining ourfelves,
it hould be our firflt concern-to euguire, whether our exer-
cifes and attainments are of a faving nature or kind, rather
than whether they have been in fuch a degree. The contrary
way of managing this ¢xercife tends to grols ‘lelufion : ac-
cordingly, wany perfuade themiclves, that they have ex-
C 2 traordinary




30, Tne SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE

traordinary attainments and high degrees of grace, while
they have ground to fear, what they give themfelves no
trouble about, that they are deftitute of the reality, or of
that which is of 2 faving nateve. It is bigh time to purge
the leaven of fuch corrupt do&rine out of the church of
Chrift.

2. The fubje& of our prefent enquiry, isthe ad of believ-
ing in the hame of Jefus Chritt, abitradting from {uch things
as accompany or follow it. Regencration, for cxampie, muit
be confidered as, in the order of nature, before believing;
faith or believing being an adt of a foul that is (piritually
quickened. Lxcept « man be birn again, be cannot fee the
kingdom of God ; he cannot fee the Son, nor belicve on bim. With
refpet to any /faw awerd, asit is called, which may be, in
the order of time, befure faith, or while there is no believing
on the name of Jefus Chrilt, itis, in its own nature, or, as
to the exercile of the foul under it, no other than what may
be, and altually ic, tound in reprobutes, as in Cain, Judas, and
others,  Legal tarror, w.n cmr'mn.cd w"‘“ﬁ\‘,_uii""‘,_" “‘“‘3'1'“"3"f:
view. of Chrift as the fouls oa's bid. wpiiek 0L, 1o per (Oils
under a gofpel-dilpenfation, the mumng of inexci.canle 1g-
norance, enmity, and unbelief, and its native tendency is to
procuce blalphemous thonghts, more and more hardnefs of
‘heart, and ddlperate obttinacy in departing from the living
God: and therefore, as one juftly oblerves, fuch terror is ra-
ther to be accounted pavgs of the fecond death, than of the
new birth, It is certain, however, that God, who knows hiow
to bring geod out of evil, mukes lis people profic by fuch a
law work at Jafl, and as toon as the {upernatural principle of
faith is implauted in the foul, the expericnce of thefe legal
tervors will afford many motives which contribute, under the
azency of the Holy Spirir, to ftir ap the {oul to the immediare
and diligent exercife of beiieving on the Lord Jelus Chrift,

Thus,
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Thus, when a perfon is, in fome meafure favingly enlight-
ened in the k'now!cdge of the gofpel, the difcovery ‘\tha‘.t is
made, under legal terrors, of the deceit and defperate wick-
ednefs of the heart, will be of ufe to promote the fteceﬁ'ary
convition, that his cafe wauid be hopelefs, were xt.not f?r
the fovereign and fuper-abounding grace of God in Jefus
Chrift : the experience he had, under thefe terrors, of the
vanity and falfchood of all the refuges to whichjhe ufcd‘m
have recourfe, is, under the hand of the Spirit of faith, a pow-
erful incitement to adhere ftedfaftly to the only true reme-
dy: And the fenfc he had of the dreadttl reality of God’s
wrath, and of its full cxecution as near at hand, fhuts him

up to an immediate and earneft eflay ‘to flee for (c/};ge that
he may lay hold on the bope ' fet befors bim. Indeed there isa
real and thorough convi&ion of the utter finfulnefs, helplefs. -
nefs, and mifery, which we are under as the children of the
firft. Adam, neceflarily fuppofed or implied in every aét of
faving faith. But this conviction, fo far as it is of a peculiar
nature, and diftinguithes the Lord’s people from others, is
aot before faving faith, nor a previous qualification in order
to faving faith, but rather a neceflary ingredient in the very
aét or exercife of it * : accordingly, it is implied in many re-
prefentations

*® This is agreeable to that {criptural definition of juftifying faith,.
which we have in our Larger Catechifm: ¢ Juflitfying faith is a
faving grace, wrought in the heart of a finner Ly the Spirit and word
of God; whereby he, being convinced of bis fin and mifery, and of
the diiability in himfelf, and all other creatures, to recover him out
of his loft condition, not only aflenteth to the truth of the promife
of the gofpel, but receiveth and refteth upon Chrift and his righte-
oufneft, therein held furth, for pardon of fin, and for the accept-
ing and aceounnting of hiv perfon riphteous in the fight of God for
falvation””  Evcedlers, ¢ rhis puepnfe, ave the words of an emi-
vent divine: © Twould pur,” fass ve, ¢ willingly fheak of prepara-
tious to faith; veciu'c it puiesi 1aen upon rearching {omething in

theni.
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prefentations of faith in Scripture, as in feeing fiom the
wrath avhich is o come ; \ feving as doves to their awin.
dows ; in looking 10 Chrift that we may be faved. It is
not this cenviction, however, though it is conftanly ime
plied in all that we teach concerning the nature of faith,
but faith’s application of the remedy, which we have more
particularly in view as the fubjeét of our preflent enqui-
ry.—Again the act of believing, of which we treat, is to be
carefully diftinguifhed from thoie things which neceffarily ate
tend it as concomitants, evidences, fruits, or effeéts; {uch as
love, godly forrdw for fin, new obedience, or delires and
Purpofes of obedience. Confideriug the aét of faving faith
as diftin@& from thefe things is, by no means, a needlefs af-
feftation of accuracy, but of great neceflity and importance;
becaufe it is well known, that Papifts, and maay called Pro-
teftants, who have loft a relith for the purity of gofpel doc-
trine, contend, that a refolved fubjellion to, or cumpiiance
with, what they call, the precepts of the goipel, ought to be

included in the definition of faving faith*, But {uch a de-
| ‘ finition

themfelves, upon fathioning their own hearts, and trimming them
to come to Chrift: whereas nothing can be acCeptable to him but |
what cometh from him. But, I think, all that men intend, when
they fpeak of preparations, may be guained this way—by holding y
out to men the impoflibility of coming to Chriit, till they be emptied
of themfelves: Not that the one is a thing going before, to be done
by us, but becaufe they urc a!l one. It is onc motion of the foul to
come out of itfelf, and into Jefus: It is one thing to diftruft our-
fclves, and to truft in him: And, by this means, when the true na-
ture of faith itfelf is holden out, men might examine themlelves ra-
ther by it, whether they have it, than by the preparations to it -

My, 1IuGH BINNING, on i wxvi. 3.

* Faith, as it refpe&ts the kinsly oflice of Chrift, is the foul’s
refting op him for fanGtification, and for acliverance from all evil,
The language of it iz, The Lord¥is our judge, the Lord is our
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finition is contrary to all thefe places of fcripture which re-
prefent love and obedience as diftinét from faith. Gal, v. 9.
Fuith avorketh, or manifefteth itfelf, &y love. 2 Pet. i, 5.
And befides this, giving all diligence, add to your faith, virtue;
and to virtue, knowledye ; and to knoxvledge, temperance ; and te
temperance, patience; and to paticnce, godlinefs; and to godlings,
brotberly kindnefsy and to brotherly kindnefs, charity. v Tim.1.8.
The end of the commandsnen? is charity, out of a pure heart, and
°f @ good canfcience, and of faith unfeigned. Neither love, nor
repentance, nor the defire or purpnfe of thefe can be oppofed,
- as faith is in the matter of juftification before God, to works,
to all works of obedience to the law. Rom. iv. 5. 70 bim
that workeeh noty but belirveth on-bim that juflificth the ungodly,
bis faith is counted for righteoufnefss  Gals ii. 16, We have
believed in Fefus Chrift, that e might be juffificd ly the faith
of Chriff, and nct by the avorks ef the larw. Here is a plain reae
fon why faith is tv be confidered as ditinét from love, repen-
tauce, good delires, or purpofes; becavle thele cannot, like
faith, be diftinguifhed from them, and oppofed to the worksof
the law ; for love, repentance, good defires, and purpofes can-
not juftly be confidered otherwile than as works of the law, or

inftances

lawgiver, the Lord is our king; he will fuve us.  But the abfolute

furrender of ourfelves, or our refolved fuljection to his laws, is a

native and ncceflury eflect of faith, but is by no means t'aiith itfelf,
Faith is not our refvlvirg, undertaking, or promifing to do, but our
perfuafion of what Chrift is, and of what he has undertaken and pro-
mifed to do. When we fay, that faith is not u refolution of fubjection

to Chrift, we do not detract from  the neceflity of fuch a réfolution;

becaufe we maintain that this, aud other things, are as neceflury in
the Chriftiun charalier, as faith itfelf.  "Lhus the veceffigy of re-
pentunce and holine(s is reprefented in as ftrong terms as that of
fuithy Luke xiil. 3. Heb, xit 1. Withont the'e fuith w ould be dead
and unprofitable to falvation, James il 14, 17 |
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_infiances of conformity to the law. It is true, faith is a duty.
required in the firlt commandment ; and is allowed, in that
re(ped; to be a work of the law.  But in the matter of juf*
tification, faith is of no confideration as an inftance of obedi-
ence to the Jaw; it has no place in this matter, but as it is
that in or by which we receive the juftifying righteoufnefs
of onr Lord Jefus Chrift. Faith is capable of being confider-
ed as no work, but merely our receiving a free gift at the
hand of a gracious God in Chrift. Therefors, {ays the apoltle,
it is of faith, that it might be by grace; if it had been of love,
repentance, good defires and aims, it wonld have been by
works, and the whole defign of the gofpel would have been
fruftrated. The fcheme of including love, repentance, or
gnod refolutions in the notion of faith, renders it quite uacer-
tain what we are to underftand by faith: whereas the facred
writers are particularly careful to cfcertain what it is, by
reprefenting it as ro lefs ditinét from other things with
which men would confound it, than a caule frow its mttﬂs ;
by oppofing it, in the watter of juftification, to il cur own
works, or perfonal conformity to the law ; and by the del-
criptive pames that are given to it, fuch as, perfualion, affur-
ance, truft, confidence, believing, or receiving a teitimony.
Earther, the a& of believing under confideration is to be dif-
tinguifhed from any confcioufnefs of, or refle@ica vpon, our
own attainments. ltis one thing to believe on rhe Scn of
God; it is another thing to know that we have believed ina
true and faving manner. What we enquire after is, that dis
reét a& of faith which neitlier looks to itfelf, nor to its effeéts,
but only and immediately to its glorious object, the Lord Jefus
Curift ; according to the callin lai. xlv. 21, 22, There is no
Savisur befides w2, Look unto vicy and be Javed,
3. The fubject of our pretent enquiry is not, what this
or that perfon takes to be his ovn exercilc in believing,
but
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tut what is that which, in the Scripture account, conftitutes be-
lieving in the Lord Jefus Chrift: or, it is not what a believer’s
own faith appears to himlelf through a cloud of unbelief and
other prevailing corruptions: but what is that diret aét of
faith which corre!ponds with the grouad and warrant of it in
the word of God; and the lively exercile of which we
fhould feek, in the ufe of all appointed means, to attain,

‘Thefe things being premifed, we oblerve, that a perfon
may jultly give the following definitien of faving faith: That
it is a real or unfeigned perluafion, wronght in my heart by
the Holy Spirit, that in the gofpel record or teftimony, God
gives his Son Jcfus Chrift with his whole falvation to finuners
of maukird indefinitely, and to me a finner in particular.

Here we propofe, firlt, to take a view of the record of

'God concerning his Son Jefus Chrift; and, then, to confider
the nature of this perfuafion.

As to this record of Ggad, the great [ubje@ of itis that
which we confidered in the preceeding difcourfe, that is, the
name of his Son Jelus Chrift,” We may now conlider it fome-.
what more particularly, according to its forial nature, or as
it is the ground of faving fai-h.

1. It may be oblerved, that there is no falvation for
poor finners of Adam’s family, burin Jefus Chrift, as held
forth in this record.  A&ts iv. 12, Neither is there [alvation
in any other ; fir there in no other name under beaven given as
mong men awhereby awe muft be faved. All the advantages,
which the things of the world, together with the help and fa-
vour of men, can afford, all the opinions, fincerity, devout-
ne(s, good-meanings, and the moft afliduou. endeaveurs to

“walk according to the law, being withcut Chrift, are of no

avail
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avaijl to our {alvation. 8o the heathens, being without Chri&f~
are without God aad with ut liope in the world.  And where
men arg without the ree i of Ged in his word, they are z2l{o
withon Corift, aceording, (0 the apoftle’s declaration in Rom. §
Xe 1Y 14 1§ Whofiever jhall call on the name of the Lord
yhall be faved? How jhall they call e’ g they have not
belivved ? And how jhall they belicve i o) awhom they bave
mot heard ? and hoav fhall they bear avithout a preacher? and *
bow fhall they greach, except they le fent, ”
2, This record of God isan exibition of the all-fufficiency §
of his Son Jefus to accomplith our falvation, Heb. vii. 2§, §
He is able to fave them to the uttermoft that come to God by bim,
fesing be cver liveth to make interceffion sor them. His obedience |
unto death, even the death of she ¢rofs is fuch an infinitely |
valuable ranfom and fatisfaltion 1o the law and juftice of §
God, that they can demand no more in order to the juftifica« g
tion of the moft guilty of the human race. Rom. v. 18, As §
by the cffznce of onme judgment came upon all men ts condemna-
tion; even fo by the righteoufne/s of one, the [free gift came upon |
all men unto juflification of life. 1 Johni. 9. The blood qf.
Tefus Chrift cleanfeth us from all fin, Matth, xiii. 31, I Jay
unto yo, All manner of fin and blajphemy /ball be forgiven
unto men 2 but the blajphomy againft the Foly Ghoft fpall not
be forgivex unto men. The unpardonablenefs of that which |
is peculiarly called the blaiphemy againft the Holy Gholt, 13
no diminution or difparagement of the atoning or cleanfing
virtue of the blood of Chrift; but is only the declared confe-
quence of a wilful, deliberate, 1nalicious, fixced, open, and a-
vowed contetnpt of the whole profeflion of Chriftianity; and §
particularly of juftification by the blood of Jefus; by a per- ;}"'
{on vha has been as much enl’ghtened in the knowledge of |

the truth, and has talted as much of its {weetnels, as is con-
filtent with an unrencwed ftate. Such a perfen perifbes, |
net |
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not from any infufficiency in the cleaniing virtue of the blood
of Chrift, nor properiy for any want of a right of accefs to
that blood; but becaufe he not only puts it away from him,
but perfifts in treating the application of it by the Holy Spi.
rit with open and avowed fcorn, and fixed malicious ran-
cour. The all-fufficiency of our Lord Jefus Chrift to fave the
vilelt (inner that comes to him, thines with conlpicuous luftre

-in the names that he bears; {uch as, the Saviour of the world,

1.John iv. 14. the Saviour of linners, 1 Tim.i. 15, Immanu- -
el, God in our nature, God with us, or on our fide, Mat. il 23.

-Jehovah our righreoulnefs, Jer. xxiii. 6. Jehovah our peace,

Judg. vi. 24. jehovahour healer, Ex. xv. 26. our hope, 1 Tim.
i. 1; and alfo in the offices which he executes as Redeemer, Is
theré any [piritnal blindne(s that lie cannot deliver us from, as
our Prophet ! Is there any Zulle which ghe blood of our great
High Prieft, cannot expiate? Is therc Mny promifed blefling
that we may not expect on account of his righteoulnefs?
What bondage of corruption will he not {et us free from, as
our King? Ju refpect of thele three oflices, he is (et forth to
pocr finners as made of God to them, wildon, and righteoui-
nefs, and fan@ification, and redemption. The fufliciency of
Chrift, exhibited in the.goipel, is a fufliciency of goodwill to

~ the falvation of finners, a {ufficiency of loving-kindie(: as well

as of power, Luke ii. 14, Giory to Ged in tie higheft, and on

earth peace, and good-will towards men.  John vi. 3. Him

that cometh to me, I will in no qvays caf out. Titus iii. 4. The

Rinduefs and love of God our Savisur tow.rds men appeared.

Plal. xxxvi, 7. How excellent is thy lpving kivdnefi, O God!

Aberefore the children of men put their truft under the fhadow of
by awings. Luke xiii. 34, O Ferafalesr, Ferufitlen! avhich

killg the praphets, and flonsfl them that are [fent unto thee :
how oftvn would I hawe gathered thy children together, as a
hen deth gather her chickens under bor wings, and ye would nots

D 3. In
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3. Ln this record of God we liave a free gift and grant of |
“Chrift crucified, and of eternal life in him to finners of mane’
kind without diftinction. This grant is (ometimes exprefled |
in the moft formal wanner; as in Ifai. xlix. 6. He faid, (the
“Father faid to the Son,) it is light thing that thou fhouldefl §
be my fervant to raife up the iribes of Yacod, and to reflore the
preferved of lfradl 2 I will alfs give thee to be a lz;gbt 19 the “
Gentilesy that thou mayi# be my [alvation to the ends of the §
“earth; and xlii, 6, T will give thee to be a sovenant to the peo- §
Uty for a light of the Gentilesy to open the blind eyes, to bring §
the prifoners from the prifon, and them that fit in darknefs out §
of the prifon houfz. Here it is obvious, that thofe to whom }
the Father gives his beloved Son as a Surety and Saviour, §
are Geuntiles, blind, prifoners, that is, according to the im=§
“port of thefc metaphorical expreffions, to mankind finners §
- indefinitely, who are all, asthe children of fallen Adam, in
a {tate of alienatiou from God; in a ftate of fpiritual blind-
-nefs and bondage. Another text to this purpofe isin John '?
vi. 32. Where Chrift is {peaking to the promifcuons muli- i
~tude, many of whom, it is evident from the context, par-
“ticularly ver. 36. were ftill in their natural ftate, unbeliev- }
- ers, and enemies to Chrilt : My Father, -fays he, giveth you B
 the trus bread from heaven. Chrift is here comparing him-
felf to the manna which fell about the teats of Ifrael in the 2
wildernefs.  As the fimple raining of the manna around their §
camp, even before it was gathered, is in the 31{t verfe called
a giving ¢ {o the revelation or offer of Chrift in the word
the golpel, even hefore altual believing, is called a giiring
of him*, T the fame purpole we readin 1 John v. 11. And
this is the record, by the difbslieving of which men bring np-
on themfelves the guilt of making God a liar, that G.d hath
- &iven to us erernal iife, and this [ife is in his Son. The giv- §

+ * See Calvin on the place.
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ing, here meant, is not a putting perfons in pofleflion; but
fuch a giving, in the way of grant or tender, to finners of
mankind, that each of them, to whom this record comes, is
bound to believe, that it is a giving to-him in particular; o-
therwife he makes God a liar, We have a very remarkable
reprefentation of this grant in John iiic 16, Ged /o Jeved ths
awarld, that he gave his only begotten Son, that abofeever believ-
eth on him fhould not perifh, but have ecveriafling life. This
giving of his only begotten Son, js fuch a giving as warrants
any of the human race, or whotoever will, to believe on him.
But the giving of Chrift to fome men, as to the eic& in the
decree of electiop, and in the intention of Chrift's death, or
to believers in actual poffeflion, cannot be a warrani to all
men; that whefoever of them will, may believe on him, or
recéive him. The giving of an entertainment to fome indi-
vidaals only of a company, never can be'a warrant to the
| whole company, that whofoever of them will, may come and
partake of the entertainment. But the giving, here meant, is
a giving whiclis prior to believing, and upon wbhich we wre
to proceed in believing; which can be no cther than the re-
velation of Chrifl in the way of grant and offef to finners of

mankind iandefinitely, warranting whoioever of themn will, to
believe on him for everlafting lite. This giving of the only
begotten Son God, is illuftrated by the fimile made ufe of
in verfe 14, As Mofes Iifted up the ferpent in the nvildern:fs,
even fo muft the Son of max be lifted up : 1hat awhofosver believ-
cth on bim fhould not perifh but have everlafling life. The bra.
zen ferpent was given and lifted up asa common good to all
. the ftung Ifraelites, that whofoever of them fhould look or it
might be healed. $a Chrilt is given to a loft worid in the
ward, that whofoever believeth on him, might not perifh,
but have everlafting life *.  This grant is alfo exprefled in

- free

*® Sce anfwers to twelve queftions, put to fome minifters by the
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" mife of Chrift himfelfy In him, who according to the flefh, is
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free and abfolute promiles: in promifes directed to thofe whe' «]
are deftitute of every good qualification: in a promife, for |
example, of pardon to the guilty, Ifai. xliii. 24, 25. Thes §
bafl made me ferve awith thy fins; theu hoRt awearied me with
thine iniquities. I, even I, am bz that blotteth ont thy tranjgref-
Sons for mine owwn fake; and will not remember thy fins :—in 3
promife of purification to the moft polluted fioner, I avill
Jprinkle clean ewater upon you, and ye fball be clean; from all
your filtkinefi and from all your idols awill I cleanfe you :—in a.
promife of the new heart to thefe who have nothing but the
old ftony heart: A neav heart avill I give you, and a neav fpi=
rit avifll I put avithin you : I avill take away whe jiony beart out
ef your flefb 2 and I awill give you a heart of flefb :—in a pro-
mife of faith to the unbelieving, [z kis name fhall the Gentiles
trufl :—in a promife of repentance to the impenitent, lfa,
XXX. 22, Ye fpail dejile alfs the covering of the graven finages
of filver, and the crnamesnt of 1ie miten images of pold : thon
Soalt caft them away s a menfirous cloth; thou fbalt fay unto it,
I Géf thee Fence :—in a promife of the Spirit , [ avill put my Spi-

- the feed of Abraham, fall all the families of the carth be blef-
- Jed :—ir a promile of God in Curit, 7 avill be your God. Such
are the frce and unconditional promifes, whichare a principal
part of that gofpel, wiich the minifters of Chrift are com-
millioned to teach to every creatare under heaven, {aying to
their heavers, The prowife is to you and yaur childrer, and 10
all that are afur off, even at many aythe "Lord our God Shallcall,
Liet us fear I'ft a promife Leing left us, of entering into bis refi,
any of you flould frcm to come flirt of it O finner of mankind!

to

‘;;
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to: whom the word of Ged comes, know, that whatever thy
cale or chara&er be, a promife is left thee of entering into
God’s reft. - Let it be thy great concern that thou mayegn
nut come fhort of it by unbelief. This free and unconditior.-
al grant is alfo declared in the many calls-and invitations to
an immediate participation of Chrift which zre direéted to
finners of mankind indefinitely. Thus, in Rev. xxii. 17,
Whofoerwer avill, let him take the aater of life freely. Thefe
vords can figaify nothing lels than that God gives 1he water
of life to mankiad finners in fuch a manner, that any indivi-
dual of them all may freely or immediately take it home to
himfelf, becaule the divine grant has already made it his, for
application, ufe, and enjoyment. ' Suppofe a number of per-
fons 1o be in a room where a table is covered with plenty of
food: fuppofe the mafter of the houfe coming in, fhould fay
to them all, Whofoever will, let him eat and drink of what
is on this table, till he be fatisfied ; it fhall coft him nothing :
might not each of thefe perfons elteeming the mafter of the
houle to be an honeft man, and as fpeaking thele words in
carneft, jultly confider thefe provifions as his own, for pre-
fent or immediate ufe, no previous terms or conditions being
propofed or required.  And why fhould it not be deemed
warrantable to make the fame conclufion, when the God of
g wuth condefcends to ufe the fame language ! Whofocver
§ will, let him take the water of life freely : And again, Ho!

£ cvery one that thirltech, come ye to the waters, and he thiat

hath no money: come ye, buy and eat: yea, come, buy
& wine and milk withoat money and without price. Thofe
that thirft are men in their natural ftate, who (as you may
 fee by confulting the fpaflage, Ifai. lv. 1, 2.) are fpending
their money for that which is not bread, and their labour for
that which jatisfieth not.  Surely no poor finner of mankind,
to whom the word of God comes, can warrantably reckon

D2 him{elf




FreNsad Y -~

2 Tue SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE

himfelf excepted in fuch calls as the following: John vii, 37,
In the laf} day, tkat great day of the feafly, Jefus flood, and §
cried, faying, If any man thirfl, let him come wunto me, and: §
drink, lfa. xlvi, 12, 13. Hearken unto me, ye flout bearted,
1tat are far from righteoufuefs. [ bring near my rightioufnefs :
it fhali not “e far off, and my fulvation fball not tarrys Prov.
Viii. 4. Unto you, O meny, I call; and my voice is 12 the fons
of men: aud ix. 4, §. Whofois fimple, let him turn in hither :
&s for him that wanteth underflanding, she faith to bim, Come
cat of my bread, and drink of. the wine that [ have min-
gled.  Thele being cails or invitations to an immcdiate re-
ceiving or panaking of Chrift, of his righteoufne!s and falva-
tion ; and being direfted to finners of mankind indefinitely,
neceflarily carry in them the wvotion of that free gift or
grant of which we fpeak. Surely, he who brings a be-
nefit to our hand, and entreats us to accept of it, and make
it our own, without money and without price, that is, with-
eut requiring any previous compliance with terms or condi-
tions,—entreats us to make it as much our own, as we do
what we buy for our own ufe, or what we eat and drink for
our own refrefhuient, may well be {aid to make a gift and
grant of that beunefit: and the record ia which it is made,
being written, fworn, and fealed, may, with the greateft
propriety, be called, A TEED OF GIiFT AND GRANT.
It may be alked, Since Chrift is thus given cr granted
to mankind, how can any of them come fhort of him?
Anfwer. Becaule a thing that is prefented as a free giﬁ:
may be defpifed and rejeéted ; in which cafe, there can be+ i
no pofleflion.  That this may be the cafe with the gofpels, B
grant of Clrift, and of falvation through his name, is the

~
£

more evident, as it is exprefied in gracious invitations, as i
well as in abfolute promifea.  Arnd that the Lord may give
a0 abfulute promife ru ... ¢ who, in the event, never |

o come
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cora¢ to the allual enjoyment of the promifed bleffing,
is manifeft from the inftance of the promife made to the
Hiaclivesi of the land of Cunaan: This promife, as it is re-
corded in Exod. iii. 17. is free and uncondutional. 7 Aave
Said,. I will bring you up cut of the affliion of Egypt, unto the
land of the Canaanites, and the Hitvites, and the Amorites, and
the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Febufites, unto a land
flowing avith milt and honey. This promife was given to the
children of Ifrael, as a nation, to be refted on by them as
good fecurity for their introdu@ion into and poffeflion of
that good land. But the bulk of that generation, defpifing
this fecurity, and perfifting in their unbelief, never faw the.
promifed land: They could not enter in, fays the apoftle,
becaufe of unbelief. This is a type or emblem of the gof-
pel-promife, wherein Chrift, and eternal life in him, are
made over to us as 2 free gift. Such as will not credit the
promile, nor accept of the gift, will jultly come fhort of the
promifed reft. The Lord fays to fuch, as he faid to the I{-
raelites, Numb. xiv. 34. 2e fball know my breackh of promife :
that is, as it is with believers nccording to their faith; fo it
fhall be with you according te your unbelief. Since ye ac-
count my promife unworthy be trufted in, it is fit that ye
fhould never experience the accomplifhment of it; but that
there fhould be, in your cafe, afeeming breach of it.  But
we now proceed to obferve, |
4. That the record of God, which faith receives, is
the gofpel, as contra-diftinguithed from the law. The law is
a perfect rule of righteoufnefs; there is nothing good in
men’s nature, difpofitions, or ations, but what it requires,
All the commands of God, therefore, not excepting thofe of
fairh and repentance, belong to the law. On the other hand,
the gofpc!, ftriétly and properly taken, has no commands,
no prefcriptions of duty in ite Thus the law and the gofpel
differ
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- differ,——not as one precept of the law may differ from ano-
ther, in refpeét of objeéts and occafions, in refpeét of more
eafinefs or difficulty in the performance,—but in their na-
ture, as a command differs from an abfolutely free grant or
promife. It is true, the law, too, has its promifes; but nei-
ther promifes nor threatenings conftitute its formal naturc
or diftinguithing charaéter. The law might have been with-
out the promife of eternal life: the revealed will of God
would have been the rule of obedience to man as his morally
dependant creature, though no fuch promife had been given.
And that the law may be without the threatening, is mani-
£eft from its being a rule of obedience to the confirmed an-
gels and glorified faints; in the cafe of whom, it muft be al-
lowed, to have no threatening anncxed to it. Thus, we
{ay, the formal nature of the law is a revelation of God’s
commanding will to men as reafonable creatures. _And, c-
ven in this.refped, it muft be carefully diftinguithed from
the gofpel, which, in its formal nature, is purely a revela-
tion of God’s giving and promifing will towards poor finners
of mankind, in Jefus Chrift. Thec fum. of the law is, Thou
fhalt love God, thy Maker and I’referver, with all thy heart,
with all thy foul, and with all thy fkrength; and with all thy
mind ; and thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf, On the
other hand, the gofpel was revealed to our firft parents in
thele words, dire€ied to the ferpent, f7e, ¢ ven the Son of
God, sholl bruif> thy bead, and thou sbalt bruif+ i.;. beel. The
gofpel, as the apoflle tells us,was preached to Abr...-. .r ;> thele
words, In toee shall all the families of the earth be  '¢f:d. The
gefpel was proclaimed, at the birth of Chrilt, in thele words
of the angel to the fhepherds, Luke ii. 10, 11. J bring you
good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people: M'or yn-
10 you is born this day, in the city of David, a savicur, which
is Chrift the Lord, The gofpel is this faithful faying, and

wurthy
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worthy of all acceptation, rkat- Fefus Chrit came isto the
woorld to fave finners: and this, that God awas in Chrift re-
conciling the world to himfelfy not imputing their trefpaffes unte

them. The gofpel is good tidings of good to finners of man-

kind, through Chrift crucified, dead and buried, afcended
and interceeding. Such is the difference between the for-
mal nature of the law and that of the gofpel.

But if the law be confidercd as a covenant, which all men
are under as the children of falien Adam, promifing eternal.
life s a reward of debt te him who performeth the condition
of perfe&t obedience, and thrcatening cternal death as the
wages of every the leaft tranfgreflion ; the law in this {enfe,
and the gofpel, are not only different, but oppofite to one a-
nother. The law, as a covenant, declares that every finner
iscurfed 1 Curfed is every one that continucth not in all things
written inthe ook of the law to dothem : but the gofpel declares
that finners thall be &/efed in Chriff ; blefled with deliverance
both from fin, zud from that wrath and curfe of God which
every fin deferves. The law {ays to every finner, Thou art
condemned already ; the golpel fays to him, There is no con-
demnation to thee woo art in Chriff Fefus, The law fays,Thou
haft deftroyed thyfelf ; but (ays the golpel, Thy {ure and all-fuf-
ficient helpisinthe Lord J=fus Chrift, The law-covenant {ays,
‘I'hat eternal life is the reward of debt to which thy own per-
{onal obedience gives thec a title; but the gofpel {ays, Eternal
life is the gift of God through Jefus Chrift our Lord, The law
covenant {ays,Thou haftno right to the promifes, till thou haft
performed the condition of them; the gofpel fays, Jefus
Chrift, thy furety, hath perfe@ly fulfilled the condition of all
the promifes in his obedience uato death: fo that in him,
or for hLis fake, thou haft a good right to them; in him they
ars free and inconditiona! to thee : In hir all the promifes
are Yea, and in Lim Amen, Hence it appears the c{lzntial

| difference
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difference between the promifes of the law-covenant and . |
" thofe of the gofpel is, that the former are conditional to us; |
whereasthe latter are to us free, unconditional, and abfolute. |

But it is obje&ted, that many promiles of the golpel are
conditional, as declaring that they belong to perfoas of {uch
aad fuch charadters. Such, among many, are the follow- §
ing. He that belicveth shall be faved, The Redeemer [ball - §
come te Zion, and unto them who turn from tranfgrefion in Ja-
¢ob, faith the Lord. He became the author of sternal falvation §
10 all them that obey kim, Bleffed are they thas mourn; for ¥
they shall be comforted. Rl:fed are the mack ; for they shall in-
berit the earth. He that overcometh, fball inberit all things. §

- We an{wer, 1. When we {ay the promifes are abfvlutely
free, or uncorditivnal, we are very far from meaning that
any of the promifed bleflings of the golpel can be received
or enjoyed feparately fiom the reft, or from the great com-
prehenfive blefling of a rea) vital union to Chrift.: On the
contrary, they are {o infeparably conneéted, that whofoever - *
receives one, fhall receive all. There is, for example, fuch §
a connection between the overcoming or mortification of .
fin, and inhericing all things, that they muft be miferably
deceived wko expet the latter without the former.

2. There is a certain order, according to which, and = [
not otherwife, we are to cxpe& the enjoyment of the pro-
mifed bleflings of the covenant of grace. Thus, we are not
to expedt the attainment of a holy walk, before faith in
Chrift; nor affurance of fenfe, or expericnce of the come
forts of the Holy Spirit, before we are brought into the gof-
pel way of ftudying holinefs. A life of grace here is be-
fore a life of glory hereafter. Thus, when it is {aid, That
they avbo mourn shall be comforted, and That they avho endure
to the vnd skall ba fawved ; thc meaning is, that, according to
the order eftablifhed in the cverlafting covenant, there isa

mourning,
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mourning before the fenfible enjoyment of fpiritual comfort
an enduring to the end, before we can come to the fuil pof.
feflion of falvation. |

3. The furety righteoufnefs of our Lord Jefus Chrift is
the only proper condition of all the promifes taken together.
The redemption which we have through his blond, includes
all the bleflings of the new covenant. Hence, though we
find one of thofe bleffings promifed to thofe who have begun
- to poffefs another, we are not to confider the begun poffef-
fion of the latter as the proper condition of the former ; but
rather both of them, as alike freely and abfolutely promifed
to us, for the fake of him whofe name is THE LORD OUR
RICHTEOUSNESS. We fhould confider all the promifes as
one :* This is the promife which be hath promifed us, cven eter=
nal life. Thofe which have been called cotiditional promifes,
are only declarations of the infeparable conneétion among
the various bleflings contained in that one promife, and alfo
of the order according to which the Lord is pleafed to be-
- ftow them: for when we take a view of the whole compre-
henfion of the gofpel promifes, we find all thefe bleffings
made over to poor finnersin the {fame free and abfolute
manner; the righteoufnefs of Chrift being always underftood
as the only proper condition. Hence that which has been tak-
en for the condition of a promife in one part of Scripture, is
abfolutely promifed in another. Thus faith is abfolutely pro-
mifed in Matth. xii. 21; and perfeverance in grace unto'the
end, in Jerem. xxxii. 40. Hence we fee how the apoftle
came to render one of the texts quoted in the obje@ion as he
does, in Rom. xi. 26. [t is written, There shall come out of
Zion the Deliverer, and shall turn awvay ungodlinefs from Fa-
cob.  So that, according to the apoftle, the prophet’s faying,
that Chrift would come to them that turn from ungodlinefs
in Jacob, implied a free, abfolute, and unconditional promife,

“that
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that be should turn away ungedlinefs from Facob. Thus, when -
we read this promife, Unto you: that fear my name shall ihe
Sun of righteoufnefs arife with bealing in his avings, we are to
underltand the ablolute promife as implied; as if it had been |
faid, Javill put my fear into your beart, and tq you shall the §
Sun of righteoufnefs arife. | |
4. Sometimes the promifed blefling is connected with §
fuch charaéters as infallibly- evidence perfons to be already ‘~
partakers of that bleiling. As when it is faid, Like as a fa- %
ther pitieth his children, fo the Lord piticth them that fear him. §
Now this godly fear is fuch as evidenceth -a perfon to be a {
already a partaker in Chrift of God’s fatherly pity. 1In like §
manner, when it is {aid, that Chrift is 7be author of eternal §
Salvation to all them that obey bem ; only fuch obedience muft |
be underftoad, as certainly evidenceth the perfon to be al-
ready a partaker of that falvation. Such charaters as thele §
may be evidences, but cannot be any proper conditions of
the promifed biuflings to which they are annexed..—Some-
times the promited bleiling is reprefented in propofitions of
the fame form, as belonging to perfons in poverty, efflic-
tion, temptajion, or the like circum(tances, which no oune ¥
will be {o ablurd as 10 reckon conditions.” Blefed be ye poor ; K
Jor yours is the kingdom of Ged. Blifed are they awhe are per- &
Jecuted for rishtesufnefs jake ; for theirs is the kinydom of beq- §
wen. - O thou aflicted, toffed avith temp:fis, ard not comforted, §
bebold I will lay thy flores awith fair colours, and lay thy foun- §
dations with fappiires:—and all thy children shall b: taugst of §
the Lord ; and great shall be the peace of thy children.  From 8
thefe and the like paflages it is evident, that a charalter §
given in the word of promife to thole whoeither are orr may
be partakers of the blefling promifed, is a different thing
from the prefcribing of terms or conditions, The delign of §

Bk

the former is no more than to encourage perions to receive |
ireely




e

or SAVING FAITH. - 49

fréely what is, for Chrift’s (ake, freely granted to them in
the divine‘ promife ab peculiarly fuited to the cate or charac-
er defcribed : ‘'whereas the deiign of the latter is to fhew up-
on what giound a perfon may warrantably claim the blefss
ing promifed ®. | ~ ®
5. If the gofpel-promife be conditional, then the condi-
tian of it €ither is or is notr premifed ; if our opponents fhould
{ay that it is not promifed at all, they will fall into grofs error.-
For it is evident, that faith, repentance, prayer, and what-
ever has been reprefented as a condition, are included in tge
Promifes of the covenunt of grace. To give one ¢xample
from a mukitude, moft, if not all, fuch condicions are com-
pretiended in that promife which we have in Zechar. xiii. g.
And 1 will bring a third part throsgh the fire, and I will refiue
them as filver is refined, and <vill 'ry them, as gold is tried:
E - They

* If itbe obje@ed, that in the gofpel there are promifes of life
‘upon conditien of our obedience, a: in Rom. viii. 13. If ye through
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ve ihall live. We an-
fiver, The promifes of the gofpel are not made to the work, but
to the worker; and to the worker, not for his work‘, bus for ChrifP’s
fake according to bis work. For example, the promie¢ of life is
pot made to the work of mortification, but to him that mortifies
his flefh; and that net Tor his mortification, but becaute he i; in
Chrift, and his mortification is the token and cvidence thereof.

PErKINS on Gal

It is a very jult obfervation of Dr. Smith, of Pequea, in the 2d
of his three Sermons on Faiti, lately publifhed, to this purpuie: That
the diftrefsful cafe is mentioned in Matthew xi. 28. not as a condition
either of the perfon’s vight to the blefling, or of Lis right to come
for it,—but to point him outjas it wecre by name, and invitz him
to come to Cluift for free {phution. He juftly reprefents the fin-
ner as under a fatal miflagke, when be attenipts to appropiiate the
promi‘ed bleffing, not becaufe it is freely of%cred, but becaute he
has fomething to offer for it
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They Jball call on my same, and I will bear them: I awill fa9,
7t is my people ; and they fhall fay, The Lord is my God. . Be-
fides, it is allowed by thofe thut hold the promifes to be cons
dittonal, that the condition is the gift of God. But every
@i that we receive from him is either natural or fuperna-
tura; ; if the condition of a promife be a natural gift of God,
when it s no other than what may be found in uaregenerate
pten : and then i will follow, that there are natural attain-
ments, to vwiich God hath {ecured faving grace by his pro-
miic , Which < ¢t'2 old expladed error of Pelagius. But
if this condiiron be x (ppernatural gift, or fomething given
in virtue of thz covenant.of grace, then it is promiled: for
there is notiing peculiar .given. to mea by yirtue of that
.ov:nant, which ie not premifed in i,

But if they fay, that the condition is promifed, then we
afk, Vhethier it he promiled abfolutely or conditionally. If
*hey {ay, .. is promifed ablol:tely ; they yield the matter in
- queftion ; fo what is promifed abfolutely, cannot, with any
propriety, be calhed a conditition required of . us. 1If they
fay, It s prom:.-¢ conditionally, the queftion recurs, whe-
ther this fecand .oudition be promifed abfolutely or condi-
tionally ? If it firould be anfwered, Conditionally, it may be
ftill atked, ‘How the third condition is. promiled, and fo on
without e,

6. It feems abfurd to reprelent faith as a condition ne-
ceffary \» warrant the application of the promifesto our-
‘zlves, n. - only becaufe faith is a.promifed blefling, bat alfo
becaufe, properly (peaking, it is itfelf the only application of
the pr smiles to ourfelves as yea, and amen in Chrift. This
is undoubtedly the {criptural notion of {aving faith: but when
people confider faith as a condition of the application of the
~ bromiies to ourfelves, they muft either have a quite different
wativa of faith, or they make faith the condition of itfelf; the
application

i
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application of the promifes, the condition of our application:
of them ; our reseiving of a gift, the condition of our receiv-
ingit®!t

We fuun enly add; that the new fcheme of gofpel condi-
tiona} promifes, no more excludes boafting than the condid
ticnal promife of the covenant of works did.. Becaufe, -ac
cording tothe former as well asthe latter, it is-our compliance

with the terms or cenditions that intitles us to the promifed’
bleffing : {o that according to both fchemes, the reward is of
debt. The common pleas, that it isnot merit, buc the free:
grace of God that makes fuch an a& or {uch a qualification a;
condition of falvation: that what is required as a condition is
ealily complied with ; that this compliance is not of ourfelves,’
that it is the giit of God ; that a humbling fenfe of our un-
worthinefs and of our unprofitablenefs to God belongs to our
performance of the condition; are of no avail to diftinguifit
their new gofpel-covenant from the covenant of works; for
it.is very obvious, that all thefe things belonged to tlie cov-
enant of works, as it was made with upright Adam. For
who can deny, thut it was not erit, but the free grace of
God, which made Adam’s abftaining from tlie fruit of the tree
of knowledge of good and evil, the condition, by the obfer- -
vation ot which he was to {ecure eternal life to himfelf - and
all his pofterity; that therc was no imaginable condition

cafler

* To fay that the grant of Chrift and ail his falvation in the
promife is not free and unconditionul, becaufe what is thus gran:-
ed cannot be attually poffeficd and enjoyed unlefs it be believed,
or, in other words, received, is to fay in cffe®, that there never
Wasy nor can be any firch thing as a free gitt or unconditional grant
of any thing : for no gift can be fo free, no grant fo abfolute, but,
in the very nature of the thing, a man mult accept, before he can
altually cnjoy the benefit of it. Mri. WiLsoN's Palemon’y Crecd,
feviwed and Examinet. Vol 2d, . 36.
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ealicr to be complied with; and yet it he had actually com-
plied, he onght tc have aleribed his doing fo wholly to the
upholding grace of God, acknowledging his weaknefs as a
creature, his infignificance before God who is glorious ia ho-
linefs, and his unprofitablenefs to him who is infinitely blef-
ed in and of himfelf. So that {o long as perfons are ftanding
upon condi:ions, to be found in themlelves whether fuppol-
ed to be attained by nature or grace, as giving them a right
or clain to Chrift or his falvation, aill the nroft humbling ac-
knowledgzements and mortifying exerciles in the world will
not exempt them from the charge of perfilting in the curled
attempt of rebaildiag the old Jericho of the broken cove-
nant of works. The evil of thisicheme, thouch it has often
been felidly evinced, bothia preaching and in writing, is il
very little atteaded to by churchi-inembers @ it is, however, a

bitter root; and is at the bottom of hat declive of the life

and power of godlinels which at this day is matter of mouin-
ing and lamentation with ail the true chiidren of Ziion.

Thus, the goipcl, propesly taken, isto be carefully duf-
tinguifhed from the law,  But itis allowed that the word,
olpel, s fornetimes to be taken in a Lirge fenle, which -
cludes the lnw; that is, (tis lon-times to be underftood as
comphcheading the whole ;f‘;ui',ci-clii"pcni'aiic:nn not only what
is properly the dolirine ol the goipel, Lot all the doéirine of
the law as being (Gofervieot o ihe gefpels  According to
this'difpentation there is a twotuld fubierviency of the law,

I. Asitisacovenant of works, 1t {2ts befure ws the (i«
fulnefs and miiery that we are under av the children of tie
firft Adam 3 19 whom we finned and dizd.,  As it reveals
the wrath of God from beaven againft ail voagodlinels and
unrighteoufnelt of men, and declaves us all dead men, itis
the great mean which the Holy Spirit makes ofe of' in awak.
ening u3 to a truz {eafe of our loft and undone condivion, Tt
may be faid to ot ws up to the golpel way of relief, as it

difcoveras
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di{cavers the vanity of all other ways. It proclaims, with
terrible and inflexible {cverity, its high and extenfive de-
mands, and our utter inability to anfwer thew. It proclaims
us naked and deftitute of any jultifying vighteoulnels, and
that we inuft coatinue fo for ever, unlels we receive that .
righteouluefls which was finifhed upon mount Calvary.

2. Our Lord Jelus, having in his flefh perfectly tulfilled -
the law as a covenant or condition of life (in which {enfe,
through his fulfilmeat of it, believers are dead to it) ftill en-

joins it on them as the rule of their thoughts, words, and

attions. In this injunction all his authority as King in Zion
is difplayed : and their compliance with it is fecured by the
promife of the new covenant. [ will put.my law in their in- -
ward parts, and write it in. their bhzarts. The law, in this
view, is greatly fublervient to the golpel as by fetting it
before his people in his word and ordinances, and by writ-
ing it-on their hearts, he makes them partakers of that lead-
ing and unfpeakably precious benefit of the covenant of
grace, fanétification. Therefore we are to meditate on the
law of the Liord night and day, mourning for wharever is
eppofite to it in our hearts and ways, being deeply coacern-
ed that the grace of .cur Lord Jefus Chrift may be wiih us,
to conform us more and more to this pure and perfedt rule,
Whoever reglects the ftudy of conformity to the law in heart
and life is undoubtedly flighting and delpiling the golpel. .
Thus the term gofpel is fometimes ufed, in a large fmﬂe,'
for the gofpel-difpenfation, including not only the goﬁ'ﬁi
properly fo called, but aifo, in fublerviency thereto, the
dodtrine of the law both as & covenant and as a rule of life.
But it is neceflury to remember, that we cannot ule the law
as we ought, in {ublerviency to the gofpel; ualels we under-
ftand and mainzain the diftinction betweenthem. The con-
founding and blending of them has been a moft fatal fouree
E 2 of
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of error and corruption in the Chriftian church, The divine |
trath, with relpedt to this ditinétion, fhone with peculiar
luftre in the morning of the rcformation froth Popery, and
had a principal thare in difperfing the deep fhades of error
and fuperftition, which had fo long overfpread the face of
the vifible church. It was Luther’s favourite theme; and
he was otten at a lofs for words to exprefs the fenfe he had
of its imporsance. He reckoned it one of the moft neceflary
qualifications ot @ minifter of the word, to be able to diftin-
guith rightly between the law and the gofpel. ¢ It feem-
¢ eth,’”” fays he, ¢ to be a light matter to mingle the law
“ and the goipel, faith and works, together; but it does
“ more milchietf than man’s reafon can conceive. It not only
¢ clouds and darkeus the gofpel, but overtircweth it utter-
“ly; taVie~ awav Chriit, with all bis bencfits.”
vie have dwelt the longer upon this part of our fubject,
in regard that our view of the direct act of faith mutt be

accoraing to our view of the record of God concerning lis
Son Jefus Chrift,

We come now to confider the 2& of faving faith; or
to enquire what fort of a perfualion it is;

Firjt, We oblerve, that it is a perfuation wrought in our
hearts by -the fupernatural operation of the Iioly Spirit,
Elmh is fuch recciving ot the things of the Spirit of God,
etural men are uncepable of, 1 Cor. ii. 14.5 to fuch the
gofpcl is hid, 2 Cor. iv. 3.5 to fuch Chrift crucified is a
roct jpringing out of a dry oroundy having no form ner comeli
nefs, .. 2. Nav, the mind of man, by nature, is full
of ewmity arainll ihe Lord and avgaiutt Lis Chrift, Rom,
vill. 7. 1 Peto i g Flonce the Saipture reprefent, as necefls
{ary to the production of faving (aith, not only the outward
piopolal of Gud's tecerd concerningLis Son Jefus Chirj,.but

' alfo
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allo the fupernatural teaching, and illumination of the m*d;
together with a difplay of almighty and irrefiftible power in
drawing us, Mat, xvi. 17. John vt. 44, 45. 2Thef. 1. t1. Eph.
i. 19, And faith is reprefented as our feeing the Son in a
fpecial and fopernatural manner. John vi. 4o0. This is che
will of birs that fent me, that every one who feeth the Son
and believeth on bim, may have everlafling life.  Heb. ii. g.
We fee Fefus, avbo awas made a little loaver than the angels,
for the fuffering of death, cronvned with glory and bonour.
This faith is not of ourfelves, it is the gift of God; nota
natural gift, as a common benefit, which the ungodly may par-
take of; but a fupernatural gift, which comes to us in virtue:
of the new covenant, as a proper fruit or effeét of Chuyift’s
parchafe, [t is given us, on the behalf of Chrif}, to believe
on him, Fhil. 1. 29. The Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of
faith, becaufe the working of faith in our hearts is peculiarly
afcribed to him as the applier of the purchafed redemption,
John xvi. 14, He el glorify me: for he fhall receive of mine,
and fhew it unts ysu. We thould be much in this confidera-
tion, that however near Chrift crucified be brought to us in
the outward dilpenfaiion of the word, yet we cannot ger the
leaft faving {ight of him, till the Lord the Spirit open our
eyes. It is proper exercile for a gofpel hearer to be faying
with blind Bartimeus, Lord, that Imay receive iy fight.
Secondly, We obferve, that it is a fure perfuafion.
Grounded on the word of God, and wrought in us by the”
Spirit of God, it muit carry in it a real affurance. It is our
{eeing the litht of Gud’s word in the light of Lis Spirit.
8 Thie language of faith is not, we are almolt perfuaded, as
| Agripia faid; but we are fully perfuaded; or, as the apof-
tles exprefled themlelves, we belicve and are fure, thar thou
art the Chrift the Son of 1he living God: ave believe that,
shroughebe grace of our Lord Jefus Chriff, we jhall be
“ | /ZWC(IO




. according to its meafure, againft all thefe doubts; and by its

6 Tue SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE

Javed. The doubts of falvation by Chrift, which often fad~
ly prevail in believers, are to be alcribed to remaining une
belief, legality, and other corruptions; and are carefully to
be diftinguithed from the nature of faith: for true and fav-
ing faith evidences aflurance to be its nature, by wreltling,,

never failing to overcome them at laft.
Tbirdly, It is an appropriating perfuafion; or a belief
‘of the gofpel-record, with application to owrfelves in particus
lar. It is u perfuafion that Chrift is ours, for all the purpofes.
of juftification and falvation, upon no other grpund than the
gofpel-grant.  None can have this perfuafion without being
altually put in peflcflion of Chrift, of his righteoufnefs and |
falvation. Thus, no perfon, jn believing that Chrift is his
Saviourin particular, his righteou{ne(s and ftrength, upon the
ground of the gofpel-grant, can be deceived or dilappointed ;. §
becaufe the Lord aflures every believer, .that it fhall be to
him according to his faith.  Sinners, we call you, or rather
Chrift himfelf calls you, to believe that he is yours, his
righteoufnefs and falvation yours, by God’s grant thereof g
in the gofpel *.  And herein your are not called to believe §
a lie: But you are affured, that whofoever of you all, be |
his caie and charadter what it will, is énabled to make fuch -}
an §

* He callcth you :=¢¢ Go then-unto him, I befeech you; and if §§
¢ he come and meet you, (as his manner is) then do not you unad- §
¢ vifedly fay with Peter, Depart from me; for I am a fiaful man, O i
¢ Lord, Luke v. 8. But fay in plain terms, O come unto me, for §§
¢ Tam a finful man, O Lord. Yea, go on farther, and fay, as Lu- 1
‘ ther bid$ you, Moft gracious Jefus, and fweet Chrift, I am a mi-
‘¢ ferable and peor finner, and therefore do judge myfelf unworthy | i
‘ of thy grace; but yet I having learned from thy word, that thy |
 falvation belongeth to fuch a one, therefore do I come unto thes 18
“ to claim that right, which through thy gracious promife belongs
“ eth unto me.”  Murrow of Modern Divinity, Chap. IL Se. 3.
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an appropriation of Chrift to him(=lf, fingly upon the grouvad
of the gofpel-grant, fhall not be afhamed ; but fhall find that,
in believiog, he is become an a&ual partaker of Chrift, and
of his whole falvation : Whefvever believeth fhall not be
alhamed.

O e S e TR L P g g Pu s D= et
DISCOURSE I
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1 JoRnN iii. 23,

This is bis cemmandment, that awe fbould BELIEVE en the
name of bis Son Jesus CHRIST,

M AN Y and various are the artifices which Satan employs to
darken er cbicure the glorioue gofpel of Chrift, who is the i-
mage of God, and to hinder it’s light from fhining in our
hearts. Some he feduces to the embracing of grofs herefies;
as in the cafe of thefe whe, with Socitus, rejeét the divini-
ty and fatisfaétion of Chrift, or with Pelagius and Arminius,
deny the effectual and vidtorious operations of his grace and
Spirit upon the fouls of men.  Yor thele, again, who make
a general profefliun of the truth, in oppofition to thefe abom-
inable errors, he has mere fubtle {chemes and deviaticas
from the truth of the golpel: which, though they feem, at
firft, bur trivial, and differing little but in explicitne{s of ex.
preflion from the doctrine that we have learned, yet fecretly
tead to enervate and reduce all that ferves to diltinguifh it
from the doétrine of Papilts and Arminiansg, te a mere no-
thing. ‘T'lius, wany infitt on the neceflity of coming to |
and improving him by faith ; whoe will, by no means, al-

low,
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low, that the gofpel affords every poo: finner of mankind that
Bears it, an immediate and a {ufficient warrant to truft in the
promifés, grounded upon the law magnifying righteoufnefe
of Chrift, for his own everlafting falvation. Bur their aver-
fion to this manner of expreflion (while they ufe many ex-
preflions which, according to thetrue fcriptural {enfe of them,
imply the-fame do&rine) might appear no way dangerous,
'did it net proceed from an unicriptural naotion of faving faith,
ag not confifting in the finners fiducial and Applicatory perfua-
fion of God’s record concerning his-Son, but in his compliance
with certain terms and conditions prefcribed, as they {ay, in
the gofpel.

This doltrine of conditions (of which we have already
fpoken) as it is commonly underftood, namely, as fignifying
fome good and commendable qualifications, exercife, oc at-
tainments, the confcioufuels of which is neceflary in order to
warrant a finner’s appropiation of Chr.il crucified to himfelf;
is, in truth, the very foul of Arminianifm and Popery;
or, in other words, of that fcheme of juftification by the
works of the law, againft which the apoftle employs fe much
realoning in the epiftle to the Romans and the Galatians.
Hence the manifeft importance of that part_of our fubjeét to
whicih we now proceed, which is, to fhew,

That, in the dire¢t aét of faving faith, a perfon appro-
priates Chrift crucified to himfelf, faying with the heart, L
am verily perfuaded that Chrift is mine, upon no other ground
er warrant than that of the free grant, which God is now
makiag of him to me in his word of grace and promife,

Bufore v7e come the argument, it feems neceflary to of.
fer a fcw previous obfervations, to obviate fome commone
prejudices on this {ubje(t.

I. We are far from f{aying, that every one who proe
| fefles

%

‘
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%




feffes to hold this do&rine, with refpe to faith’s appropri.
ation of Chrift crucified, is a true believer. Perfons may
hold this, as well as other traths, in unrighteoufnefs. They
may have evangelical heads with legal hearts. -Such is the
smazing deceitfulnefs of the humen heart, that many ima-
gine that they have a perfuafion that Chrift is theirs, upon
a gofpel-foundation, whilft that which they take for fuch a
perfuafion is but a felfith notion, grounded upon their own
perfonal righteoufnefs, their knowledge, their -outward
church-privileges, their long ftanding, reputation, and ufe-
fuinefs in the vifible church; the frames they have been
wrought up to, and the refolutions they have taken; their
deep convictions, followed by comfortable feelings and en-
largements. Nething can be farther frém what is here
meant, than to reproach or difparage thefe things. Would
to God, that, being of the right kind, and kept in their pro-
per place, they were mnore common in the vifible church.
But what we condemn, is the vain and impious attempt to
“‘ invert t, e order of the gofpel, by building the faith or hope
| of falvation upon fuch things. This is the cafe with thofe,
whatever their opinions or profeffions may be, who have
B no felf-abafing (enle of the blindnefs of their minds, and the
' natural eamity of their hearts againft the way of falvation
8 revealed in the gofpel, and who do not feel their prefling
need of the enlightening and renewed work of the Holy Spi-
B rit to make them difcern and take up with the revealed war-
§ rant, whic they have, in common with others, to fay with
B the whole heart and with entire confit:nce, Chrift is mine,
% His whole falvation is mine; Jx 1he Lord kave I, a poor fin-
i ner of Adam’s family, righteoufnefi and firength. \aith is not
# 2 notion, nor a profeffion of a notion; but a real feeing of
® the Son, and believing on him.
[ 2. The appropriation, of which I fpeak, is the appro-
priation
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priation of a whole Chrilt and of his whole falvation to odr’
{elves. A perivalion that Chrift is mine for preferx pardon, §
and not mirie for prefent fandtification, isnot faith, buta |
mere delufion : Becanfe Chrift can be no otherwife receiv- §
ed by faith, than ashe is given to us in the gofpel. Chrift |
and his benefits are infeparable both in the go(pel report and
in the appropriation of faith: which correfpond with onc
another, as the impreflion on wax with the imprinting feal. §

3. There are feveral mifreprefentations with refpeé to §
the ground of this appropriation, ‘The firft we take notice §
of, is that which makes particular cleflion or particular re- §
demption the ground of it. It is evident, that the ground of §
our faith muft be fomething that may be known before or in @
order to the act of faith: It muft be among the things that
are revealed, which belong to us and to our children. But
it is utterly unwarrantable to feck the knowiedge of vur ¢lece
tion, or of our altual intereit in Chrift’s intention to la 'V
down his life for his theep, before or in order to our belie «
ing in his name ; becauf, before the exercife and fruits of J§
faith, our election and intercﬁ'in Chrift's 1:tention when he

laid down his life, are among the feciei things which belong |
unto the Lord our God: a prepofterows pryiog to which, 8
is to be regarded as an abominable tcmptation of Satan.§

. in God’s fecret decree from eternity, but to what is now re- 3
vealed and prefented ro us in the gofpel. ~ Again, this faith 3
is grofly mifreprefented, when it is faid to proceed upon any g

i

made reconciliation by his death for many that arc never 105
be reconciled; or that he laid down his life for othiers thanfi
ns fheep, for many to whom he will not give eternal lile.
The faith, of which we {peak, makesan applicatiqn of thc,
death of Chrift as that which, in itfelf, fully and infauibly

fecuren
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fecures to us deliverance from wrath, and eternal plory.
But this is a faith for which the (cheme of univerfal ve-
demption affords no ground, fince it is fuppoled rhat Chrift
dgied for many that fhall never be faved: and that fomething
more than his death is neceffary to {ecure any from the
-path which is to come.  The fulvation, which univerfal re-
demiption gives ground for the faith of, is but a conditional
and uncertain falvation: whereas that, which faving faith
appreh-nds in the free promile of the gofpel,is unconditional
and abloivtely {ure. Nor can the ground of this appropriating
faith be ouv experience of any faving operation of the Holy
Spirit in our Juls, or our conlcivafnefs of any divine commu-
nication of fupernatural light, or power to believe : for there
can be no real cxperience or confcionfnefs of any fuch com-
municatic 2 but in or after believing, Tiue. when our Lord
co-amanded the man, who had 2ae witherca Y d, ta ftretch
it oiey be ool v an experiese s of tie %rengil impocted
o for G at pur e, bel 0 Gra et bis adt of fireahing e
out. la beiizving, we praceed upon the fame graend wpon
wlich thar man proczeded, namely, the call of the Lord Je-
fus. In fhorr, the groun:l of this appropriation is urterly mif
reprefeated, when is is {aid to be any good or commendable
qualifications in onr fouls, or, indeed, aay thing peculiar er
not to be found in other finners; for we arc to come to
Chrift, or, in other wards, to maike a believing application of
hin and all his benztis to ourfelves, ac miferable finners, hava
ing nothing in ourielres to diltinguifie or give usa better
claim 1o him aad his {advatioa than other finacrs of the hu-
man race,

4. Tae-appropriating necluafion or aflurance, which we
hold to be in the natire of [1viisfaith, is carctully to be difs
tinguithed from the knowle:dr: of vur beirx believers and al.

ready ina Rate of grace, Foo though the mind muft ev-
¥ cr
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er be confiience of its own adt ; yet whether that a& be fuc’a 8
as has the particular nature and properties of faving faith, can-
not be kuown but by rcflexion. That knowledge is to be
afcribed to the fhining of the Holy Spirit upon his own blef(-
fed work in the fon!, whereby he caufeth us to fee that it
bears the marks given inthe word of that which is faving. &
Thisknowledge is ufva'ly attained in the diligent ufe of means,
particularly of felf-examination. They feem to fpeak with &
rhe greateft accuracy, who callir, the affurance of fenfe. The [§
aflurance of faith arifes from the fingle view of what is con-
tained in ihe word of God , the aftirancs of senfe from the ,»
joint view of s woard withwut as, and of his work within
us, The lang age of faithis, Tius he hath {poken; the §

ng |
languzge of feniw, “Thus he hath dv e, ‘

Blaving premifcd thefe thi ge, + e praocee® *5 fYare the "
fcriprural evidance of this rath, Tt there is an appropia. ;.:t_
tier of Chndt crucified io vrriklves in the nature of taving |

o jultifysao fiith, .
- Wihae we ;).‘.»{::}"'t‘ in this dil o™ ot thew, thag, M;
faving faith is that which corretponds with Gods vicord con- &
cerning his Son; fo the only faith which correfponds with that N
record, is that which includes in it a perfon’s appropriation of
Chrift and his whole falvation to himfelf in particuia:

The former part of tiis propofition, we hope will not be
difpured. At leaft it muft be fufficient to refer to that de-

receiveth his teJ,:/;;an), }mtb[et fo bis ﬁa/‘,, that God istrue.
As to the Jatter part of the pxopcmmm, we ﬂmli llow pro- fj"

record in each of u,p views in which we wnhdcrcd it in the
former difcou: (e, mult be fuch an appropriating perfuafion as
{aving faia las Leen affeited to be.
v. Thitl
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1. This record is a declaration that there is no falvation
in any other than Chrift crucified: Now the faith that cor-
refponds with this declaration muft carry in it, that the per.
{on has no hope or confidence of falvation but whae he has in
Chrift crurified ; ana therefore if he may have this faith,
without ariy perfuafion of his own falvatic by Chrift cruci-
fied, he may have it without any hope or cunfidence of falva-
tion at all ; L. may have it, and yet fink in defpair: which is
ablord.  When the people of God renounce their idols, {uch
as chariots and horfes, riches, beauty, {trength, felf-righte-
oulnefs, they transfer whatever coniidence they placed in
thefe vanities to a God in Chrift.  Now, it it evideut, that
their contidence in thele vanities included in it an appropria-
ting perfualion, however ill-grounded, of their fafety and
Lhappinefs as thereby lecured, Job xxxii. 24, 25. Jf [ bave
made pold my bope, or bave Jaid to the fine goid, Theu ari my
cenfiience s if 1 rejoiced becan’e my wealth avas great, and
becarfe pive band bod poticw much. Flo'ea xiv. Go <Ly

foall nar fave iy oe will not ride wpsi borjicy wei'hor w il we
Jay any mizre i the work of cur banils, T'e are our guds. Luke
- XVille 9. H: fpake this piradle to cortain wbho truffed in thesi-
© Jelves that ibey awers rightesns,  Now what muft be the lan-
guage of this regard that hid been blafphemoufly given 1o
idols, when transferred from them to the Lord Curifl, to
wlom alone it belungs? It muft be to this purpolz, A God
in Chrift is my God, iy confidence, in whom alone I will
rejoice.  Itruftin Chrift, that I am righteous throue's his
righteoufie(s imputed to me, Fence w= e the pravie of

God in Scripture, i) accompanying their repanciation of

cs@aturc cut hderees with profcilions ot ir confidence in
*! P KA 4. - " ’ ’y .

the I:‘mu as the Ged, 2 Chron. xx. 12. J ow- od, will thou

; 0 ! st ,"f' * . »

/] t jlldo’t’ ’/.7-”\0'59 I'l 4 l’]‘ve 720 ’”l,:;/')t dé’d‘”ﬂ ’/’1) ("N’”p'd?v ’J’.’,at

cometh againfd us: neither knew we what to do; lat cor tyes

anre
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are upen thee, Jer. iii. 23. Truly in wain is falvation hoped for
Sromthe bills, and from the multitude of mountains : trauly in the
Lord our God is the falvation of Ifrael. Dan. ix. 18. We ds not
prejent our jupplications before thee for our onwn righteonsneffes,
but for thy great mercies. Philip, iii. 9. Not hawving mine own
righteoufnefs, awbich is of the law, but that which is through
dhe faith of Chrifl, the righteoufnefs awbich is of God by faith,
2. The gofpel-record is an exhibition of Chrift crucified
to every finner of mankind, as an all-fufficient Saviour. If
a traveller, ready to faint with huonger, comes iato a houfe,
and the head of the family, being acquainted with his con.
dition, caufes proper foou to be fet betore him; if the tra-
veller, knowing the head of the family to be an houeft man,
and of a generous hofpitable difpofition ; has zlfo heard him

declare, that the food {et on the table was for the ufe of §

hungry travellers, who niight have nothiug wherewith to
purchafe 2 meal; furely the traveller, having a dre efteem
for that perfon’s charalter and weard, and of the provifion
fet before Lim, will Le fully perfuaded that he has a right "‘
to the fmmediate vie of the ‘oud for his prefent refrefhment,
In like manucr, while the finner {ees himfelf to be an out- -
calt, ready to perith, he may fay, I am perfuaded Chrift
Jefus is fet furth to me, as having aflumed the human na-
ture into perional union with lis divine perfon, and as hav-
ing, therefore, become the elder brother and Kinfman.re-
deemer of mankind finners; I am perfuaded, that the fatis-
{aflion cr furety-righteoufnels of Chrift is {et forth as, in its
~inwinfic natre, full payment of my debt to the law and
juftice of God: I am perfuaded that the offices of Chrift,
as fet forth in the gofpel, afford all that deliverance from
ignorance, guilt, and fpiritual bondage, which 1 infinitely
need: 1 am perfuaded, that the perfons whofe Saviour
Chnift ic, for whom he fuffered and died, are defcribed in

terms §
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terms that are as applicable to me as to any other of man-
kinds he being called the Saviour of the world; he having
(uffered the juft for the uojult; having died for the ungod-
ly, for encmies: [ am convinced that the Lord hath put the
Biole into my hauds, and that his minifters are called and
fent according to the rule of his word, on purpole to fet be-
fore e this all-tuflicient and fuitabie Saviour : I remember,
too, that e who makes fuch an exhibition of Jefus Chriit,.
his only begotten Son, to me a poor lnner, is a Ged who
delighteth in mercy; this exhibition of Chrilk being, partis
cularly, for the praiic of the glory of his grace, which proe .
vides all that is here exbhibited freely. Upon thele grounds-
L am perluaded that Chrift is my Saviour; nor can 1, with-
out cafting reproach upon the wiidom, faithfulnefs, and.
mercy of God in fetting him forth, entertain any doubes a-
boat my julbification and falvaiion through his name. We
Lave many examples in Scripture of fuch an approgriating.
faith being grounded upan the all-tuflicieacy of the name, of
the poiver, of the mercy or loving-kindne!s of God in Chrift, .
Plal ix. 10. They that knsav toy nawmz wili pat their truft in.
toee. Dan. iilc 17+ Our Gad whom we ferve is able to deliver
us from the burning fiery furnace, and be will de/iver us out
of thine bands, O king. Rowm. iv. 29, 21. Abrabam was
Sorong in_fuith giving glory to God, buing perfucdsd that awbhas
be bad promijed he wai able to perform. Plil. xxxvi. 7.
How excellent is thy leving kindmwys, O God! therefire do the
children of men put their trufl under the fhalow of thy wings.
It is a fweet name that was revzaled to Abraham, / am God
Almighty ; or, as it might be read, dl-fuficient. Uis all-
fuflicieiicy for ris falvation of linners, could not be feen in
all the law, nor in all the works of the old creation: It
could no where be feen but in Corift ; in him whofe name
i, THE. LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, Whoever gets a
F 2 | fpiritual
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fpiritual difcernment of this all-{ufficiency in Chrift, will fee
ground to fay unto Gud, in the language of an appropriating
faith, Thox art my fhield and exceeding great reward.

3. In this record of (God concerning his Son, there is a
free gift and _r-ant of Chrift crucified, and of eternal life in
him, to finners of miankind, We may endeavour to repre-
fent the manner of the grant in a fimile. Suppofe that a
great and generous prince had made a grant to a certain
clafs of perfons, therein defcribed, of large eftates, includs
_ing all things fuitable to their condition ; and had publickly
declared, that whofoever of the perfons fo defcribed would
believe fuch an eftate, in virtoe of the grant now menticne.
~d, to be his own, fhould not be difappointed, but {hould
immediately enter upen the poffeflion of the granted eftate,
according to the order [pecified inthe grant.  Suppole, too,
that the royal donor had given the grant in writing, and had
added his feal, and his oath, ana his gracious invitation, and
his moft earncft entreaty, and his authoiitative command, to
induce the perfons, defcribed in the grant, to accept of it. :
It is e ident, that any one of thefe perfous, having had ac- |
cefs to read or hear the grant, maft either be verily pers
tuaded that the granted cftate is his own; or be chargeable
with an attempt to bing difhonour upon the goodrefs, the
veracity, the sower, and autiuiity of the donor; on account
of which ati2mpt h- is liable not only to be debarred for
for ever from the granted eftate, but to fuffer a moft exem~ -
plary and tremendous pantfhment, '

We have fhiewn already, that God hath made a free and
anconditional graut of Chrift and his whole falvation, In-
deed, what is the weaching of Chrift as crucified, dead, rifen,
afcended, and interceeding within the vail, but a proclama.
tion of this grant ! For the preaching of Chrift is by no means
(what fome kave fuppofed) one’s giving 8 r..cml of certain

falts *,
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facts*, but rather his endeavouring to fhew how all the great
and precious promiles are in Chrut Yea, and in him Amen, to
the glory of Gad by us. The birth, life, death, refurre®ion ,
and afcenfion of Chrift do not conitute the gofpel or glad
tidings of great joy to finners of Adam’s famnily, as naked hifs
torica! facts, but as connected withthe promife of pardon and
everlafling falvation : aceording to the example of the a-
poftie’s preaching: A&s xiii. 34. Ar concerning that be raifed
bim up from the dead, now no more to return to corruprion, be
Jaid on this «wife, I awill give yow the fure mercies of David; v,
37, 38. He whom God raifed from the dead, (aw no corr ption
Bt it kuowwn unto yo, therefore, men and brethyen, tbat~tbraug5
this man is preached unto you the forgivenefs of fins, V. 3I,
Him batb God exalted with his right band, to be a Prince and
Saviour to give repentance anto Ifrael and the forgivenefi of ﬁn;
Thus, to preach the three offices of Chrift is 1o thew how, in
thele offices, the promiles are all yea and amen to us: how
we have the procuring of all the promifed blcfﬁngs in his -
- pricftly office ; the {aving knowledge of thefe bleflings, in
his prophetical; and the altual communication of them in
~his kingly.

Now what is the dire® aét of faith which correfponds
with the free unconditional grant of Chrift and his {alvation,
which is made to {inners of mankind in great and precious
promifes? Surely the langnage of fuch a faith muft be to this
purpofe: Fairhtul is he who hath promifed ; he will do as he
hath faid ; God hath given to us eternal life, and this life
is in his Son. We are not to wait for any recommending or
predilpoling qualifications, but are immediately to apply to
.ourfelves the benefit of Chrift’s birth, death, refurreétion,
afcenfion,

- ® See Mr. Willon’s Palemon’s Crecd, Reviewed and Examined,
Vol L,
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afcenfion, and interceffion, made over in the ablolutely free
promife to fuch is belong to the world of mankiud linners,
. who are delcribed as u jut, loft, 1cbeliions, fout-hearted,
and far from rightecufueis®*.  For thus ivis wrnten iu the
facred record: We bave feen and do 1ofitfy, that the Father
fent the Sonm in the character of the Suviou: of the worid. It is
a saitkrul faying, and werthy of au acciptation, That Fefus
Chriit came iato the aworld ta fuve finmers. The Son of man
c.oime to feck ani fave that which was (i, He fuffcres for Jins,
the jufft Onc for the unjufly that he might bring us to God. He
afcended on high, he led captivity capnive, be received gifis
Jor men ; yea, even for the rebollious. Hearken unio m.e, ye
Slout-hearted, 1h.t are fur from righteoufnefs: [ bring near my
righteesnefs: it jial. not be far off, «nd my falvation fhall not
tarry. Each of us fhould be tettiug to our feal that God
is true, faying, Thele are faithful word-, worthy of all ace
ceptation, and of my acceptation in particular. Here I {ee,
that they, to whom the promiles are direéted, are finners,
unjuft, rebellious, ftout-hearted, and far from righteoufnefs:
and therefore I, being fuch in mylelf, am hereby tully war-
ranted to conlider them as directed to me : therefore it fhall

- hence-.

* This is agreeable to the definition of faith, givenin the firlt part
of the Marrow of Modern Divinity, Chap. II. Se&. 3. ¢¢ As Paul and Si-
las faid to the jailor, fo fay I unto you, Delieve on the Lord Jefus Chrift, §
and thoy fhalt be fuved; thatis, Be verily perfuaded in your heart,
that Jefus Chrift is yours; that you fhall have life and falvation by
him; and that whatfoever he dxd for the redemption of mankind, he K
dld it for you.”” This treatife, when men come to rolith the genuine
gofpel of Chrift, the ftorms of Neonomian ur: Paxterian rage be- §§
ing over, will be found to be a concife bu!. ndicious declaration, of §
thofe articles of Bible-dotrine, whica Luther, Culvin, and others §
of our firtt redormers ufed chie?, to infift on; and the prcaching §§
of which they frind moft c¥e@ual for promoting that blefled wotlke
o) reformation they -3 enraged ia :
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fienceforth, through grace, be my concern to doubt no longer,
but to reft on thefe promifes as in Chrift Yea, that is, belong-
ing to me, and Amen, thatis, fure to be performed. I ac.
knowledge, that the promile as in Chrift, meets withno o-
ther reception from my depraved nature, than that of -being
difbelieved and rejeted.  Baut there is hope in Ifrael con-
cerning this thing, in regard that faith itfelf, or fecurity a-
gainft the dominion of unbelief and doubting, is in the pro-
mife: In bis name fhall the Geitiles trupp, Thou fball call me
Ijbiy that isy, My hufband. I avill fay, It is my people ; and
they Joall fay, The Lord is my God.

As the grant is peculiarly oppofite to our corrupted na-
ture, and particularly to the legal bias of the heart, and to
what we are naturally prone to confider as the only rational
way of attaining any good thing at the hand of God, that
i8, not by believing. but by doing; a great variety of mears
are employed to bring us to this appropriating perivalion,
and to render our unbelief more inexcufeable. The Lord
urges us with much importunity, to accept of the free grant
of eternal life in his Son Jefus Chrit. He invites, entreats,
commands us to receive it. He confirms it with his oath,
and puts his feal to it in the facraments of baptifm and the
the Lord’s fupper. He declares that nothing is more pleafing
or glorifying to him, than our belief of this grant. On the
, other hand, when the difbelief of it prevails in his own peo-
| i, it is peculiarly grieving to his Holy Spirit, as being di-
B rc®iy oppofite to his faving work ; of which it is a principal
p:{rt to convince them of this blefled grant.  As to ethers,
| their reje@ion of it will not orly exclude them from the
| bleflings it conveys, bat will make their damnation far more
B intolerable than that of the heathens, who never heard of it.
| This grant was formally made ro the children of Ifrael, and
is now made to us, in the preface of the ten commandments :
1 am
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I am the Lord thy God, awho hawe brought thee out of the land 3§
of Egyps, out of che house bondage. In order ta the right un< §
dertanding of this declaration, we obferve, that it is the §
fume revelation of the covenant of grace which God inada g
to Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob. It is what the apoftle cails
 bhe gofpel, which avas preached 1o Abrabam, and which is now §
preached to us Gentiles. This declaration was made to the[
whole people cof Ifrael, and is ftill made to all the members §
of the vifible church, in (uch a manner, as to afford each of §
them as {ull a revealed warrant to believe it, with applica-
tion to himlelf, as the patriarch Abraham himfelf had. To g
this preface the Lord is faying unto us, Bz it known unto §
you, members of iny vilible chur¢h, whole deliverance from
Pagan, Mahometan, or Popifh darknefs is no lefs wonderful]
than that of I{rael out of the land of Egypt, out of the houfe
of bondage, that { am now making the fame gift and grant§
of mylelf to each of you; to thee, man; to thee, woman,§
which 1 made to my fervant Abraham: I faid to him, and}§ .
1 fay to thee, 1 am thy God, I am thy fbield, thy exceeding k
great reward.  Whyfsewer believeth fhall nat be a,bam:d,
This is not a conditional, but an ablolutely fiee grant: It}
is as if he had f2id, I am not now makiog a propofal of
" becoming thy God, upon condition of fome mural good to
be found in thee or done by thee: Bac I, Jehovah, am
pleafed, in the fovereignty of my grace, to make a gift andfg .
grant of mylelt to be thy God; without the faith of
grant it is impoffible to pleale me, or to yield acceptable o8
bedience to any of my commands.  Accordiug to the cove.j§
nant of works, doing or perfect obedience was to go before, i
in order that man might have a covenant right or claim
God as his God or everlafting portion.  But according :ft',f“
the covenant of grace, our cuvenant right or claim to God “
as our Gud or eveilafting portion, appreliended by an aprj§
priatingl}
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propriating faith, goes Lefore-all acceptable doing or obe-
dience 0 his commands. An"eva'ngelical. performance of
duty, isnot at all in order to, but neceflarily pre-fuppafes,
his being our God in Chrift, ,

This preface, and the following commairdments, being
addrefled to the fame perfon or purfons (as is evident from
the connection) affords every member of the vilible church
the fame ground to make an application of both to himfelf,
And, indecd, there is no genuine or fingle regard to the
authority or glory of God in any of his commandments,
withaut that appropriating perfuafion which correfponds
with this preface; wiithout a real perfvafion that God is
onr God and Redeemer in Chrift. Teaching men to at-
tempt obedience to any of the commands witheut direéting
them to know and believe what is contained in the preface,
tends to the fubverfion of all true holinefs.

Ir would remove a great prejudice againft the appropri-
| ating perfuafion of which we fpeak, if every gofpel-hearcr
would confider that the Lord Chrilt fpeaks as particularly

@ to him, as if he fpoke to him alone; whether it be in the

B law for his conviction, as when it is faid, 0 Ifrael, thos bafl
§ diftroyed thyfelf: bow long fball vain thoughts lrdge within
2 /0se? or in the gofpel for difcovering the way of velief;
{aying, Jn me is thy belp: I am the Lord thy God : 1 am the
B Lord that healcth thee: I, that [peak unto thee, am bhe,

1f the whole word of the gofpel confifted of aeneral pro-
R pofitions, like this, He that believetn fball be [aved, though
B cven inthat cafe there would not be a folid ground *, yet
B there might be fome plaufible pretence for the opinion, that
& faving faith is only a general perfuafion of the mercy of God,
and

| “ Becaufe this general teftimony was given out, juft for every
§ one’s faith to make it particular to himfelf. |

»
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and of Chrift’s ability and willingnefs to fave thofe that come.,
to him. But when the Lord fpeakstous in the form of a-§
free indefinitc grant and promife addretled te each of us in'§
particular, with the continual ufe of the perfonal pronouns; §
T bou, Thee, Thine, it feems {trange that it can adiic a doubt |
with any, that, in cur belief of this grant, there is an appro- §
priation which is exprcﬁ'ed by the correfponding pronuuns,
I, Me, Mins™

4 The record of God concerning his Son Jefus Chrift,
confidered as the ground of faving faith, is the gofpel as con-
tra-ditinguithed from the law. Saving faith, though it fet E
to its feal that God is true in all that he fpeaks, can never reft
till it comes to the gofpel-ftriftly taken. Here is the begin-
ning of our confidence. Here is firm footing for eternity. Here
pothing is commanded. Here is no new law requiring of us, |
faith, repentance, or any other previous condition or qualifica-
tion. There is nothing here but the in&nite love and mercy of '
God abounding to finners of mankind through the blood and
righteoafnefs of his beloved Son, and revealed to us in free |
and abflolute promifes. Here all things are of God, who is in
Chrift reconciling us to himieil not imputing anr trefpafles to 8
us. In the gofpel, thus underftood, e ery one who is ena-
bled to believe to the faving of his foul, behoids a fufficient,

apre-§

* The declarations and promifes of the gafpel are made to nien |
with relative words, or terms fuitvd for appropriation; fuch as, §
you, your, tﬁba, theey, thy: and when the® enter the ear of faithy
they immediatelv point out or fpecify the perion; as ali olding true {8
of him in particular——Wheucver the parfon is fpiritually quicks
ened, aud thus brought to the hearing of fait',; Lnnediu cly the B
word of grace ftrikes the ear of faith, as fpoken to him: and he cre- J&
dits it with tevms of appropriation,~esre, vy, miine, This, and the
preceding note, are taken from the Prefest Truth, Vol. 11 Pagé i
179, 173, |
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3 prefent, an immediate warrant to make a fiducial applica-
tion of his falvation to himfelf in particular.
It may tend to make the ziatter more plain, to give a
fpecinien of the an{wers <7oich the gofpel, av contra«diftin-
guifhed from the Taw, affords to the objetions ‘which a perfon
under concern about his everlafting (alvation is apt to cffer
againft this fiducial application. If he fay, My finsare ua-
commonly heinous and aggravated, therefore {doubt whe-
ther God will pardon them. We anfwer, “If thou meaneft
God abfolutely confidered, or as'l:e reveals himfelf inthe law,
thou hafl no ground to believe that he will pardun the lesft
of thy fins. But ¥ thou fre ket of God as he reveals himielf
in the gofpel, a pro:mﬁng Gad in Chrift, tho canft nat doubt
of the forgivenels of any of them, howes = g. ‘vat, withoot
giving the lie to fuch words, direcicd to thec, as 1iele : t John
7. The blood of Jefus Chrift his Son cleanfei’: us rom ail fin.
Wa, i. 18. Come and let us reafon together, faith the Lord |
though your fins be as fearlet, they fhall 'be avkite a1 fniav:
shough they be red like crimfou, they fhad be as aweel. xliii. 25.
d, even [, am he that blotteth cut thy tranjgre fliciis for mine oum
JSake, and awill not remember thy /im. Acco ding to the order
of bleflings in the pofjel-promife, thou art te believe the 3
| .pardon of thy fins, as fuadamental to thy enjoyment of other al
faving bleflings, fuch as, the writing of the law in thy heart,
and the increafing knowledge of the Lord. Heb viii. 10,
8 I, 12, Thic-is the covenant that I awiil make asith the houfe of
g {/racl,that is, the vifible church, inctuding all thole to’ whom
_ the word of God comes, Afrer thofe days, [aith the Lord, I
W will put my laws into their mind, and avrite them in their ®
hearts : and I will be 1o them a God, and they fhall be to me a
people ; and they fhall not teach every viam bis neighbour and
| eeryman bis brother, fuying, Know thel.ord ; for all fhall knows
me, Vrm the leaft even g0 the greatefl. £or {\he caufal partici-
G ,
ple&
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ple here is diligently to be obferved) 7 will be merciful 1
their unrighteoufnes>, wnd their fins and their i iniquities avill 1 re-
~member no more. If the-perfon fay, I muft find fomething pro.
miling like in my cale, fowe good defires wnd refolutions a;
leaft, before 1 may venture to apply fo comfortal'e a pro-
mife to myfelf. We :mtw.,, That the golpel, &rictly tak.
en, requireth pothing as fcﬂndmon, but is a free grant of
+Chirift and his whole [alvatien to finners of mankind. None
of thy defires or refolutions will be truly goad, while thou
“believeft not the gofpel. Beware of going to the law
for a coundition to warrant thy application of the golpel; ra-
ther let thy immediate application of the gofpel be thy pre-
- paration for eflaying obedience to the law as a rule of life.
Thou canft not rake a right ftep in the path of duty, till thy
feet be !lod with the preparation of the golpel of peace. If
the pex(on fay, I do not find that God fpeaks particularly to
me in the gofpel-promile. We anfwer, That this is to deny,
‘that the gofpel is preached to thee; though the Lord com-
miflions his minifters to preach it to every creature, to every
man, to every woman in every part of the world 1o which
Providence brings them. "iI’houw art one of the members of
the vifible church to whom pertaifi the promites. The Lord
» Ipcaksas particularly to thee as ever he did to any before
~their actual believing, i he (ay, I may perifh, notwithftand.
ing this direction of the promifes to me: We anfwer, If thoy
-ftill obltinately perfift in looking into thyfeif, into thy exer.
cifes or attainments as neceflary to give thee a right to Chrifi |§
as thy Saviour, and inrefufing to give credit to God’s pro-]
‘mife and record concerning his Son : then the law-covenant, J§
‘which, in that cafe, retains its full dominion over thee, and|§
‘the threatenings of which cannot fail to be excuted at laft,
‘condemns thee to everlafting deftrudtion. But the promife, B
‘believed with application to thyfelf in particular, cannot fal g
Ky
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to- be verified in thy cxperience, for whelvever believ-
cth, fhall not be afbamed. Ifhe fay, 1 bave not, as yet,
that light, which is neceflary to theadt of believing: We
anfwer, Doft theu pot kaow, that the: gofpel is preach-
ed to thee ! Doft thou net underftand, thar the golpel is an
ablolutely free grant of Chrift: ad:his whole falvation to fin-
rers of mankind, and to thee im particular? If thou doft, thou
halk light for the immediate excreife of faith: If thea doft
not, thou haft juft caule to fear, that thou art fhutting thine
erves upon the clear light fhining unto thee in the word of the
gofpel ; and that thou art h2iizg the Lord’s inftru@ion, and
calting kis words behind thy back. It is true, the people of
God have all a humbling fenfe of their {piritual blindnefs;
but this they defire to improve as rather an incitement tothe
immediate exercile of faith in Chrift Jelus as given to be a
light 10 the Gentiles and to open the blind eyes, tiian asany
excufe for the delay of it.  If he {ay, I have no ftrengib to
believe: We anfwer, Doft thou mean that thou canft not
help looking vpon the gofpel-record concerning Chrift, and
the promife of eternal life in him, as a cunningly deviled
fable, affording no real fecurity for what it promifes? Or
is it not rather thy cafe, that, though thou art troubled with
o doubts of the truih of the gofpel, thou art entertaining
a falle notion of the golpel, agreeable to the legal bias of
| the heart, that it is a new law, reqairing faith and repent-
~ ance as terms or conditions, 'he performance of which is
| neceffary ta give thee a right to lay claim to the good of
| the promife: Thus, when thou complaine(t that theu canft
| 1ot believe, thy meaning is, not that thou canft not believe
i the gopel-grant to be truc, but that thou canft not do or ac-
| quire fomgthing which thou conceiveft neceffary to entitle
thee 8o what is therein granted; not conlidering that. this
grant iy free and unconditional, and that believing, as it is

the
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the mean of our poffeflion of promifed bleflings, is always:
nppofed to doing, and to every appesrance of it: which is.
what the apoftle teacheth, when he oppofes our feeking
righteowlnefs by faith to our fecking it, as it were, by the
works of the law, Rom. ix. 32. DBut a real humbling fenfs
~ of our utter inability to believe, and of fuch a prevalence of

darknefs and enmity in the heart, as nothing lefs than Al- |
mighty Power can-overcome, is {o far from being inconf(ift-
ent with true faith, that it is infcparable from it. As under
a fenfe of extreme guiitinef(s, faith isa perfuafion that in the |
Lord Jefus Chrilt we have righteoufuels ; fo under a fenfe
of abfolute weaknefs, it is a perfuafion that in him we have
trength. The language of faith is, O Lord, our flrength,—
w2 have no might againfl this grear company that cometh 4
gainft us, but our ¢yes are to thes. Allow not thyfelf in think.
ing that thou haft any ability or any fiith to bring to the
promife; but rather Jook, that virtue may proceed trom the
prom.fe itfelf, that is, from a promiling God in Chrift, ef-
{efually determining thee to believe it; and to this thou art
the more eucouraged, in regard that whatfvever is neceflary
to the exercife of faith is exprcfsly contained in the pro-
Cwmife: When 1be poor and nmeedy feck awater, feek light or
ftrength to believe, and fiud mine, in themielves, and their
tengue faileth for thirfl, I the Lord nwill bear them, and I the )
Ged of Facob will 5ot forfake them. He giveth power ta the
| Saint, and to them tkat have no might be increafeth flrength,
The outcafts, and they that are ready to perifh, /ball come. |
This fball come will be inexpreflibly fweet to thee, who haft
a fuitable humbling (enfe of thy unbelief, and utter inabiliy |
to withftand the power of thofe corruptions thar oppule
thy believing appl.cation of the promife, fuch as, fpiritual B
blindnefs, enmity, legalilin, carnality. Ifhe fuy, How can
1 believe, vl 1 experience the faving work of the Holy

Spirit } i




or SAVING FAITH. 77

Spirit ! We anfwep, There would be much furce in this ub-
je&ion, if the confcioulne(s of fome previous resommending
qualifications were neceffary to warrant the apphication of
the promife in Chrift to thyfelf: becaufo all fuch qualifica-
tions muft be included in the faving work of the Spiris. Bus
the gofpel, as contra-diRinguithed from the law, being an
abfulutely free grant of Chrilt and his falvarion to finners of
Adam’s family, as fuch, it is plain, that'thouart to believe
~the free promife with application to thyfelf, not as having
already atiained the experience of a {aving work of the ..
Spirit, but rather as wanting it: And this is the mere evi-
den:, in regard that that (aving work is amengft the things
fpecified in the promifey and for which thou art to take 't as
good fecurity ; and in regard that the pretended exper
which is foppofed to be before belisving, is but delu.
all genuvine experience of a favieg work being in or ateer
believing. . |

But againft what has been faid concerning the foundation
of this appropriating perivafion in the record of God- con-
cerning his Sony the following objection, ie the wordsef a -
late publication, may be confidered : -

¢ The Scriptures no where call upon the finner to be-
lieve that Chrift died for him in particular, er that the blef
{ings of falvation are his. :As foon fhalja perfon, whefe un-
derftanding is deranged, -and who, in the extravagance of
bis folly, imagines himfelf a king, be advaaced, by virtne .
of this perfuafion, to the throne; and to all the enfigns.
and prerogatives of royalty, as a perfon (hall becewe an
héir of God, and a joint heir with Chrift, -‘who founds bis
claim to thefe bleffings upon this prefumptuoms confident
perfualion. The conftant uviform tenor of facred writ, iy,
That Chrift dicd for {inners, and that there is pardon, q:é

G2
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and falvation by the mercy of God through him, for all whe
wili break off their {ins by repentance, accept of him as their
Saviour, and of the offered mercy through him *.”

Anfwer. 1. It is true, the Scriptures na where call upon
e finner to  lieve that Chrift died for him, in this fenfe, as
if he were, in the firft inftance, to confider himfelf as a.
mong thofe for whoin Chrift intended to lay down bis life.
We have already [eean that neither eledtion, nor the inten-
tion of Chrift in laying down his life, ~ould be the ground
of faving faith. But furely the Scriptures call upon the
finner to believe, that the gofpel is preached to him; that
therein Chrift crucified is now freely given to him in parti-
cular; that the blefliogs of falvation are Lis by virwe of the
mromile direted to him; even while he has no fenfible or
sufficient evidence, that tiey are his ir refpect of a&ual pof-
feflion. The a&tual pofleflion of them, however, is allo fure
10 him that believeth: Chrift (aith to hi, According to 1hy
faith jo bedt unto 1h:e. Hence thefc expreflions, Chrift cru-
cified is mine, his whole falvation is mine, and the like, are
always true in the mouth of faith, thatis, to him who be.
lieveth upon the footing of the golpel-grant or premife a-
done ;. But they are moft falfe in the mouth of unbelief, that
+ 18, to him that rejefts the gofpel.grarft as judging it to be
nb {ufficient ground of fuch confidence.

2. It is, undeubtedy, an eflential part of the charafter
of a believer, that he is a perfon who breaks off his fins by
repentance. Yet his doing fo is neither faith, nor the pre-
vious condition of faith, or of a finner’s believing application
of the promifc to himflf. For the promife which the per-
fon applies to himfelf by faith, is a promife of repentance:
and how abfurd is it to make repentance the condition of
our application of the promife of repentance: Hereby the

q@‘ , great

® Mr. M‘Znight's fix Sermons on Faith, page 88.
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great Promifer is reprefented as faying, [ avili give thee the
wew, the penitent, heart; but thor mayeft not make any
application of this promife to thyfelf, till thou haft got that
new and penitent heart; or, thou mayeft give'no credit to.
the promile tiil thou art in actual poflefiion of what is pro»
mifed; that is, thou mayelt give no credit to it at alk

3. The phrafe taking or accepting of Chrift i ambigu-
ous, ‘Tuere is an accepting of Chrift by way of trulting or
believing in litm for 2ll the goed of the promile ; and there
is an accepting of him by way of refolution or engagement
to fubmit to his authority and goverment ®*; Both are effen-
tial to the Chriftian. But the former is enly faith, and is in
the order of nature before the latter. I the former fenfe-
the following propofition is entirely agreeable to the doctrine
we have ftated concerning the appropriation which is in the-
nature of faving faith: That there is pardon, lite, and falva.
tion by the mercy of God through Chrift for-all who accept
of Chrift as their Saviour ; or rather all fuch are partakers ef
thefe blefiings.

4. The madman alluded to in the exception never @tter-
ed any thing more extravagant oi farther from common (enfe,
than a reprefentation of the old Proteitant doétrine as found-"*
ing its claim to fpiritual bleflings upon fome prefumptuous,
confident perfuafion; fince according tothat, whicksis, indeed,
the do&trine of the Bible, faith’s claim mnd its per(uafion are
one and the fame thing; fince that claim has no other foun-
dation than the gofpel promife ; and fince this faith, as fuch,
regards nothing but the objeét of it, our Lord Jefus, and the

ground

* Juftifying faith, (as the author of Lutherus Redivivus, page
129, intimates,) isnot our taking Chriit in all his offices, by way of
promife or covenant of obedience, or fubjeition to’ him, but our

taking him, that is, our believing or trufting him for the benqggs.
of every office, v e '
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ground of it, the record of God concerning him, exclufive of
reflexion upon, or ¢onfcioufnefs of its own adt,

Upon the whole, {aving faith is not a {peculative notion of
Chrift’s death, refurre&ion and alcenfien; nor an abftradt
philofophic view of the moral excellence therein dilplayed.:
but it is a fpiritual difcernment of fuch an exhibitian of theie
myferies of the kingdom of heaven in the gofpel grant and
promile, as affords a folid ground for an application of Chrilt
and his whole falvation to vurfelves in particular. We da
not rightly believe that Jefus is the Chritt the Son of God,
valsls we believe that we fhall have lite through his name..
'There is na right or warrantable meditation on tlie deuth, .
refurredtion, or afcenfion of Chrift, but that which includes in
it this believing application : or which is to this effglt. Ho
nvas delivered for aur offences, and rofe again. for our juftifica-
tion. HNe awags eweunded for our tranfgrefions, and bruijed jor
our dniguitiss, God the Fatber made bim whao kneaw no fin io b:
fin for w1, that we might be made the righteonfnefs cf God in
Lm,  The foxg'uumr is far us entered within the vail,

N
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1 JouN iii. 23,

And this is bis commandment, that we Hould BRLIE ¥ E on the
mame of bis Sox Jisus CHRIST. |

®

. BAVING endeavoured to thew that there is an appro-
priation in the nature of faving faith, from its correfpond-
ence with the record of God concerning his Son Jefus Chrift;
we now proceed to fate the evidepce of this truth ariling

frﬂi other confiderations.
1. To
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1. To underftand faith or believing in Chrift as ircluding
sppropriation, is moft agreeable to the {enfe in which the
word is ufed in Scripture. To believe is to give credit to a
teftimeny. The different acceptations of the word arife from
the different lightz in which the teftimony is confidered.
Thus, when the matter of the teftimory is, or at leaft is ac-
counted to be, fomething wherein the perfon believing is
nothing concerned, the word muft be underftood of what
has been called Hiftorical Faith, or an affent to fome gene-
ral truth.  Buc when the matter of the teftimany is fome
good thing to be done or given by the Teftifier to the perfon
believing ,—faith or believing, in that cafe, always includes
truft or confidence ; and in Scripture, is commouly expref-
fed by believing in the Teftifier. So when Abraham belies-
ed the promife that God had given him a Son, he is faid to
have lelieved in the Loxd. Hence it is manifeft, that to be-
licve in Chrift is to truft in him, or to be verily perfuaded,
that he will give us the promiied f{alvation ; and is parallel
to the expreffion uled in Ephes. i. 12. Who trufied in Chrifi.
Since the matter, therefore, of the gofpel-tefhimony, is e-
verlafting falvation, to be beflowed on us by the Teftifier,
furely when we confider the faith of that teftimony, asin-
cluding confidence or a rgal perfuafion that {alvation will be
beftowed on us in particular, we adhere to the ufual accep.
tation of the word in Scripture: Wheseas it will be hérd to
produce a fingle paflage wherein it is neeeflary to under-
ftand the term faith, or believing, of complyipg with pro-
pofals, terms or conditions, of coming under engagements,
or of {ubmitting to rule or government.

2. There are feveral exprels defcriptions and reprefen-
tations of faving faith in Scripture, which arc neceflary to
be attended to. Remarkable is that in Heb. xi. 1. Faith is
the /ub/?arm of things heped for, and the evidence of tu.ngs qot

[mx.
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Stex. In the firft place, it appears from this tex!, that, in
believing, the finner apprehends the goed prefented to him
in the gofpel as his own good, his own falvation; for we do
not hope for falvation otherwife than as our own. Now
Saith is the fubflance of things boped for. In the next place,
we learn from thefe words, that there is, in the natuve of
faith, a confidence or affurance of falvation, quite different
indeed from theafflurance of fenfe, The original word here
tranflated fubfance, is the fame which, in chap. iii. 14. of this
book, is tranflated confidence. This confidence neceflarily ari-
fes from a {piritua) and fatisfying view of good thingsto come,
as already prefent in the promife ; of things not feen, that
are not yet matter of {enfe or experience; as the great-
eff realities. So that the {oul can reckon upon them, as if
they were already in its poffeffion, faying with the Plalmift,
God hbath [poken in his bolinefs ; I will rejoice: 1wvill divide
Shechem, and met out 1he walley of Succoth.

There are {everal paflages in which faving faith or be-
fieving, having been firft mentioned, is exemplified by ex-
preffions uf this appropriating perfuafion ; fuch as the follow-
ing: Plal. xxxi. 14. [ trufled in theey, O Lord; I [idy, Ticu
art 1y God. Rom. iv. 23, 24, 25. Now, it was not aurit-
len for bis fake alone, that it was imputed to him: But for us
alfo, s0 whom it fhall be imputed, if we believe on him who
raifed up Fefus our Lord from the dead, awho was delivercd
Jor our offences, and awas raifed again for eur juftification.
In thefe words the apoftle teacheth us what it is to believe in
2 true and faving manaer. It is 1o believe in him as having
delivered his own Son for our offences, and as having raifed
him again for our juftification, and as having thus declared
bimfclf fully reconciled to us in Chrift. 1 John v, 10, 11,
He that bilieveth not God bhath made bim a liar, becaufs be
belieweth not the record that God gave of bis Som. . And this is

' 1he

.
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the record, that God hath given to ws eternal life, and this life
s in his Son. It is evident, that, in the 11th verfe, we
have the language of faith in oppofition to that unbelief which
makes God a liar: and therefore all true and faving faith,
whether weak or ftrong, as being oppdfite to unbelief, muft
have this perfuafion 1n it, That God hath given to us eter-
nal life, In which wards, the apoftle {peaks the language
which is common to himfelf, with all believers: Gal. ii. zo0.
The life avhich I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of
the Son of God, awho loved me, and gave himjedf for me. la
the laft claafe of this ver{e, the apoftle reprefents what fort
of faith it was by which he lived in the flcth, by which he
was crucified with Chrift, by which Chrift lived in him, and
by which, being dead to the law, he lived unto God. The
aflurance of {enfe is, indeed, a moft blefled attainment:
there a great deal of the comtfortable enjoyment of the fpi-
ritual life, a great deal of heaven begun in it; bue ftill it is
a different thing from the faith by which a Chriftian lives,
The great appointed mean of Chriit living in us, is that faith
which appropriates him as having loved us and given himfelf
for us: a faith which proceeds upon no other ground than
the free grant and offer of him in the gofpel.

We may further obferve, that when the Lord promifes
faith, he continually reprefents it as an appropriating perfua-
fion : Jerew. iii. 19. But I faidy, How fball I pat thee among
the children, and give thee a pleafant land, a goedly beritage of
the hoft of nations? And I fuid, Thow feail call e, My F atber,
axd fbalt not turn away from me. Ifaiah. xlv. 24. Surely shall
one fay, In the Lord have I righteoufne(i and firength. Hofea
il. 16. .fud it shall be at that day, [aith the Lord, that thou
shalt call me Iski, that is, my hufband : and ver. 23. J will
fay to them who avere mot my people, Thew art my people ; and
they thall fay, Thou ar:my Gad.,

3, This
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8. This appropriating perfuaficn makes faith differ {pe-
cifically, or in kind, from whatever elfe bears that name *
In the times of the apoftles, fome, who were deftitute of
faving grace, had the faith of miracles. There was, indeed,
in this faith, an application of & promife, or rather predic.
tionn of fome extraordinary work of God, in which the per-
fon was to be inftrumental.  So Jehu appears to have be-
lieved the threatening againlt Ah'b’s family with applica-
tion to himfelf.  So Cyrus and Alexander, though ignorant
of the true religion, might have a belief of the {cripture- pro-
phecies concerning their re{pective conquefts. But this was
only a carnal view of fome temporal event, which was quite
different from that f{piritval and appropriaring view which a
believee has, in the promile, of a prefeat and everlafting (al-
vation. In other cales, wherein unregenerate perfons are
faid to believe, there is manifeltly either no application of the
golpel-falvation, or, if there feems to be any, ic is upon fome
‘other ground than the divine grant in the gofpel. Thus per.
fons may be faid to believe, when they only allow the trath
of certain dotrines, or fats recorded in Scripture. 1n this
fenfe, we may underftand the apoftle, when he fays, in Adts
xxvi. 27. King Agrippa, believeft thou the prophets ? I knsew
that theu believefl. Again, they may be-faid to believe, who

apply

* The diftinttion between juftifying faith and fpecial application
is abfurd, wholly fubverting the nature of true faith. A general
faith is not juftifying, unlefs we would fay, that devils and hypo-
crites who tremble, are juftified before Gond, becuufe thev ave en-
dued with fych a faith. When God enjoins faith in the gofpel, he
does not only require that we believe in general that remiflion of
fins is given to all the faithful, but that everv one fhould believe that
it is given to him in pwttcuhr, in order tha* he may receive it to
his falvation. Rom w 24, 25. Chap. viii. 35, 38 ard Chap. xv. ¢
Gal. ii. 16, 20. 1 T®#p. i. 1§.

Henricus Altingius on the Hid.’c[z.';;:gl; Citechifm.
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2pply the promife of life to themieives on account of fome
goad frames, difpofitions, or affe@ions which they find to be
or to have been in themfelves, or on account of, what they
yeckon, their unblammeable pra&ice, or on account of the fa-
vourable cutward aipeét of providence. In this fenfe the ftony
ground hearers are fiid to have received the word with joy.
But they had noreot in themfelves: they were deftitute of re-
generating grace from w hich {prings another fort of faith,even
that which refts upon the gofpel grant of Chrift and bis {alva-
tion to finners of mankind as the fingie and {uflicient ground of
its claim to:Clrift and his falvation. Thus, if it be afked, How
faving faith, in its own act, is diftinguithed from that belief
of the tiruth concerning Chrift which may be found in wick-
ed men or even in devils? It may juftly be anfwered, By ap-
propriation, or the application of Chrift to ourfelves in pav-
ticular.  Again, if it be afked, How faving faith is diftin-
g,udhcd from that prefumptuous confidence which is often
tound in thofe who endure but for a while ? It may ftiil be
anfwered, By the apprepriation of Chritt crucified to our-
felves, upon no other ground than the gofpel-grant.  Sav-
ing faith is diftinguithed from whatever elfe is called faith,
by the effe@ual relizf which it affrds the fou! from the
reighing fear of law-condemnation and wrath. But in or-
der te this relief, it is neceflary that the application of the
goipel in believing, be asParticular as the application of the
law in convition. \Vhea the law fays, Pay me what thou
owelt; the (oul is rclisved when it can fay, Chrift is my
Surcty, Subftitute and Savipur, and his righteouinefs is a full
anfwer to all the demands that law and jnﬂice have upon
me. When thic law fays, T@wu are a child of wrath: True,
fays faith, [ am fuch hy qu; baut Clirilt i» my peace.
Thy cale is hopelefs, fayg ;"; hw 2 ft would be {o, fays

- faithy iF I had no hope but 3 ¢ creatutes afford; but Chrit
, H( L * H‘*
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is my hope. Faith is farther diftinguithed from whatever
elfe bears that name, by its hearty approbation of, and ac-
quiefcence in the whole device of falvation throngh Chrift
crucified, as well-ordered in all things and fure. But there
is fo much of the manifold wifdom and grace of God mani-
fefted in that part of 1his - which makes a public
and free grant‘of Chrilt ac4 nis 70 :ica to finners of man-
kind, as fuch, that, in rejeliing or approving that grant,
we reject or approve the whole, And indeed that part of
this device by whichh Clrift crucified is exlibited as a frce
gitt to finners of mankind, who have nothing to diftinguifh
them from other fianers, is peculiarly a Rumbling-ftone to
natural men; as it is lo dire&ly oppolite to the legal pride
which poffefles their heart, and which the Almighty power
of divine grace is neceflary to fubdue. No perfon has a juit
or fpiritual view of the grace and mercy of God in Chrift,
exhibited in the goipel, who does not fee it extending even
to him in particular, though amongft the chief of finnere;
a covering not too narrow, but abundantly large for him to
wrap himlelf in; a covering not at a diftance, but brought
to his hand. Rem. x. 6, 7, 8. The righteoufnefi of f[aith
fpeak:oth on this avife, Say nst in thine beart, Wh, fbal! ¢lcend
into beaven, (that is, to bring Chrift again from the diad.)
But what faith it? Tbe word isnigh thee, in thy moz;tiv»'fmgf in
thy beart : that iz, the word of faith which we preach. -}&{ith’s
view of the glory of God in the face of Jeflus Chrift,"is an
applicatory view ol it; a view of Clrilt Jefus asmade of
God unto us (1o me in particalar, fays faith,) wifdom, righ-
teoufnefs, fan&ification, and redemption; a view of God
in Chrift as cur God, and of all his infinite perfetions, as
exerciled and glorified in our falvation. It is another diftin-
guithing property of true faith, ‘that it is effectual to ani-
mate us to the checrful perfarmance of doty,  But it is the

‘ lively
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lively appropriating perfuafion of the love of Chrilt, as nia-
nifefted ia his obedience unto death, even the death of the
crals, and not 1the abftraét philofophical contemplation of
moral beaunty and excecllence, that will conftrain us 1o live
not to ourfelves, but to him who Jdied for us and rofe again,
We are to conlider ourfelves as not our own, but bought
with a price, that we may glorily God in our bodies and
{pirits, which are his: We never walk right, unlefs we
walk in Chrift, that is, under a perfuafion, grounded fingly
upon the golpel-grant, that he gives Limlelf to us be vur
quickening head, and his Holy Spirit to be our ever a&u-
ating cuide.  ‘'hey only have heart or hand for fetting a-
biut the bleiled exercite of mortifying their corruptions,
who know and believe, that their old man is crucified awiio
Chriff, that the body of fin may be difiroyed, that henceforth
they nay not ferve fin; and who reckon themfelves to be dead
thidied unto fin, and alive to Ged through Fefus Chriff our
Lord. They who hbave a real perfuation that Chrift is {uch
2 merciful and faithful High-Prieft, that ke will not fail to
confefs them before his Father who is in heaven, and that
they have unlearchable riches in him, are the only perfons,
who will, honeltly and wiih finglenels of heart confefs bLim
before men, and forego all they have in a world, even their
natural life for his fake, The preface of the Lord’s prayer,
and the, preface of the Ten Commandinents, are both ex-
preffed-in fuch terms, that we can neither lLeartily fay the
one, nor fully affent to the other, without this appropriating
perfuafion, to teach us what, without it, there is no fuch
thing as acceptable prayer, or {uitable refpect to any of the
commandments. Were we to enter into a particular con-
"lﬂdcration of the varions exerciles of the Chriftian life, we
‘would fee this appropriating perfuation running through and
snimating them all,

4, This
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4. This appropriating perfuafion is implied in the meta-
phorical reprefcatations which we have, in Scripture, of
faving faith.  Faith is called a receiving. John i. x2. 7o as
many as received him to rhem gave he power to beceme the fins
of Ged, cven to them that E:lieve in his name. Faith being
called a recciving, implies that there is a giving on Gud’s
part, in the external dilpenfation of his word, previous to
pur believing 1 for no man can receive any thing, excepe it be
given bim from beaven: W e receive Chrift when we beiieve,
as in g John v. 11, that God Lath given to us cternal (ife, and
that this life is in his Sen, Faith is called a receiving trom
the nature of the teftimony believed, or becaufe it is a tef-
swmony difcovering Chrifl as a free gift, of which, i the
alt of believing, we become real partakers.  Faith is called
a receiving, becaule irs pioper and {pecific adt lies, not at
all in the per!k:ns cllering or brivging any thing to God, but
in bis taking home to bimfelf, asa poor fiuner of Adam’s
family, a whole Chrilk and his whole fulvation, upon no
other footing than the golpel grant *.—We have another
metaphorical reprefentation of faving faith in Ifa. lv. 1. Ho,
svery one that thirfleth, eame ye to the avaters, and be that bhath
no money; come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk
withoxt money and without price. He that katl> ne money, that
i5, no good quahifications, no performance of conditions; he
in whom notliing is to be found but iia and milery, is called
10 buy wine and milk, that is, to tuke home to himfelf Chrift
and his benefits unto a&uul pofieflion and enjoyment : jult as
a perfon takes home to himfelf, for his own uie, what he

hath

* Faith, which preperly fignifies an aflent or perfuafion, is called
s rocooving of Cirift, becavie it is, in its own nuture, an appropri-
«Linz pe-faadon; as unb2lwef; which properly fignifies the diibeliev-
sz of o teftimony, is a rejelting of Chrift.e——DPalzmon’s Creed re-
viewed od examined. '
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hath lawfully bought in the market. But here it is repecated,
as a thing chiefly to be attended to, that noe price is to be
brought, no condition to be complied with, in-order to out
appropriation of Chrift and his falvation : for thefe are pre-
fented to us as a free gift, in fuch a manner asto warrant
our immediate appropriation of them to our own ufe and
cnjoymcnr,-—witbogt nioney and without price : for though
it is a buying on our part in refpe& of appropriation, yet
there is no felling on God’s part; no requiring of money,
no prefcribing of previous terins or conditions.  Faith is of -
ten reprefented as refling, leaning, or relying on the Lord Fe-
Jus Chriff. Thefe metaphors import a perfuafion, that, in
his name, in the grant and promife of him in the gofpel, we
have fufficient, we have infallible fecurity for pardon, peace
with God, deliverance from every evil work, and prefer-
vation unto his heavenly kingdom ; and this perfuafion, fo
far as it takes place, excludes all doubting, un-errainty, and
perturbation of mind.  When the inhabitant. ¢t Jerulalem
faw the invading army of the Affyrians at the walls of their
city, it is {wid, they refled themyclves upon the avords of He-
zekish. They had {uch a perfuafion of the truth of his words,
as was effectual to fet their minds, which had before been
greatly difquieted with fea:, at eale and reft with refpeét
to the iflue of their prefent diftrefs, So cftablithing to the
heart is a real periuafion, founded on the gofpel promite, that
through the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift we fhall be taved.
Faith is reprefented as our 7ruffing in the Lord. You know,
ihat when we truft an honeft man, it implies that he hath giv-
en us a promile, and that we are perfuaded he will not fsil to
make it good. Surely there cannot be lels than this in 2 real
sruting in the Lord. The language of it is, thar, on ac-
count of the faithfulnefs of his word, and the liberality of
his neart, 1reckon upon what he hath promifed as my own.

H 2 Again,
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Again, fahth is reprefented as a coming, or fleeing to Chrifd,
for refuge; which implies, that a perion, as foon as he be-
lieves the gofpel report, has no more confidence in outward
worldly advantages, in his own wifdom, righteoufnels, or
ftrength, or any lying vanity whatever, but immediately, or
without any delay, plices his whole confidence in the Lord
Jelus Chritt as his righteouinefs and falvation. TFaith is re-
prelented as purting on Chrif}, as eating bis flefh, and drink-
ing bit blood, 10 figty, that as, in putting on our clothes,
we take them to ourfelves for covering or for ornament §
“as, in eating or drinking what is fet before us, we take it
to ourfelves for our budily nourithiment ; fo, 0 believing,
- we make an application of Chrift Jefus to ourfelves in par-
ticular, for wildom, and righteoulnefs, and fan&ification,
and redemption.  Saving faith, in each, even the very fuft
of its adtings, is (according to our Lord’s difcourfe in the
fixth of Joli:) our eating the flefh and drinking the blood of
the Son of God, and therefore, in its very nature, it muft
include an appropriation of Chrift to ourfelves in particular,
We can have no faving benefit by Chrift without this appli-
cation of him to ourfelves, as we cannot be nourifhed by our
food without cating it.  Faith is likewife reprefented as a
locking to Giriff. As the ftung Ifraelites could not look to
the brazen ferpent, in compliance with the divine com-
mand without 2 perluafion that they would be healed by it
fo we caunot louk to Chrift, that is, believe on him, without
a fimylar perfuafion, that, through the grace of our Lord Je-
fus Chrift, by virtue of his death, we fhall be healed. Seo
nnitorly is this appropriating perfuafion heid forth by the
metaphorical reprefentations of faith in Scripre.

5. That this appropriating pesivalion is of the nature of
faving faith, is mauifeft from thofe things whichare rcpre('cn-'
ted as oppofite to it.  For that ffaggeiing at the promife or

doubting
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donbting which is oppofea to faith, Rom. iv, 20. Matth. xxi.
21, James i. 0. i¢ not a ftaggering at, or doubting cf, a gen-
eral ipeculative truth, fuch as, That the promife of eternal
life will be accomplifhed to the cleét, or to them that truly
belicve ; bat it is a perfon’s fkaggering at, or doubting of, his
Warrant to apply the promile to himfelf, or to bejieve the ace
complitiment of it in his own cale; Thns, when it is faid,
that Abraham did not-ftagger at the prowile, the meaning
is, that he did not doubt that it was God’s faithful word to
him, and that it would be performed: This is the more ev-
ident, in regard that this doubting is fometimes exprefled by
the fear and perplexity that accompany it, asin Mark v. 36.
and John xiv. 1. Now, if the oppotite of faith be a ftagger.
ing at the warrant which the golpel affurds us to apply the
promife to ourfelves, or to believe the accomplithment of it
in our own cafe, then faith itfelf muft be an application of
the promife to onrlelves upon the footing of that warrant,
~and a perfuafion of the accomplithine 1 of it in due time,
| fuch a perfuafion, namely, as, according to the meafure of it,
frces the mind from fear or trouble with refpeét to our at»
tainment of what is contained in the promile. To the fame
purpole is the Scripture account of unbelief, as a putting
away the word of the gofpel, which is the free promife of e-
ternal life, from ourfelves, Aéts xiii. 46. Now if uube-
lief be the putting away of the promife from ourfelves, then
faith muft be the application of it to ourfelves. Mea are
condemned as unbelieve:s, not merely becaufe they difbe-
lieve this general prapotition, that God will give eternal life
to them that believe, for that is a truth of which the moft
defperate unbelievers, and even devils themfelves, may be
tonvinced : bat the proper ground of their condemnation is,
that they do not believe the record of God concerning his
Sun with application to themfelves; they do not traly be-
lieve
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lieve that the righteoufnefs, falvation, afid kingdom of Gad
are brought to them in particular in tMﬂ'ﬁel .grant: This
account of unbelief we have in 1 Iuh\v ro, 11. He that
belieweth not God, hath made bim a 'iar,” wlqcau/é be believeth
not the recerd that God gave of b“g: Son : And iHie 15 the record,
that God bath given to us eternal \(er, and this I:ﬁ: i in bis
Son. Therefore, we are alway& uubcheveu 5, till we be
brought tu a real perfuafion, that God' hath given o ug eter-
nal lite ; that he hath given it to v in Wis Son. .
6. This dodtrine concerning the appropiiatidn of faith is
moft confonant to other articles of Scr?ﬁte.tr‘iuh. It ac.
cords with the dotrine of man's natural'inability for any a&
or exercife that is {piritually good: for, in fetting about the
performance of any duty, we mufk cither fee firength for the
performance of it in ourfelves or in the promife. But 10 fee
it in ourfelves is contrary to the Scripturh do&rme of our fpi-
ritval imporence. On the other hand to fte it in the pro-
mife as cur furniture for the praéhce of dmy, is to have the
appropriating perfuafion of whu h we fpeak. Suoch an ap-
propriating faith accords with tbc doétrine of juftification by
free grace throngh the impnted righteoufnels of our Lord Je-
fus Chirift: for that righteoufuefs, according to this do@rine
is imputed to men as having no inherent rightecufnefs, and
therefore as finners, as ungodiy. Hence when men believe
in a God in Chrift, they believe in bim awbo jufiificth the un .
g0dly ; they make an application of the righteouinefs of
Chrilt to themfelves uwnder the fame charadter under which
they are confidered in God’s imputation of it. Surely the
hearers of the word may, without prefummption or delufion,
apply tue jultice~fatisfying and law-magnifying righteoufnefs
of our Lord Jefus Chrift to themfelves as poor finners, or as
perfons who have no righteoufnefs of their own; fince that
i the chara@er under which God is pleafed to grant it to
them
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them in the gofpel, and under which he imputes it to
them, for their compleat juftification, in the moment of
believing ! Again, this view of faving faith as including
in its nature an application of Chrift to ourfelves in par
ticular,” is moft agreeable to.the light in whicl: faith oughe
to be confidered in the matter of juftification, that is, not at
all as a work or inftance of ubedience to the law, but purely
as a mean or infkrument whereby we receive the righteouf-
nefs of our Lord Jefus Chrift into adlval pofleffion. Thus
the alms that are offered to a beggar come into his poffefhion
by bis act of fretching out bis hand to receive them. Now,
there may be fomicthing commendable, fomething .greeable
to the giver, and becoming the condition of the beggar, in his
act of ftrerching cut his haud to receive: but-it is not the
comncndablenels of the at, nor its agrecablenefs to the giv-
er, aor its fuitablenefs to the condition of the beggar that
puts bim in pofieilicn of the ajms.  There might be many o-
ther adfls equal or fup}:rior to it in all thefe re{pedls : but the
enly thing in this aft, that puts the beggar in pofleflion is
this, that it is  veceiving of the alins. In like manner, faith
is itlelf an eminentinftance of obedicnce, and difpofes a per-
fon 1o every other inftance of it, But, in thefe refpeéls, it
is of as little effc@ in the affuir of our jultification, as any
other work of the law ; under thefe confiderations, it is en-
tirely excluded fromn that affair ¢ f{or it does not juftify, or
put vs in poffeflion of the jultifying righteonfnels, as it isan
inftance of obedience, or as difpofing to it, but, merely, as
1t is our receiving the gift of that righteonfuefs, or our ap-
plication of it wa ourfelves. Farther, this appropriation is
implied in another Scripture dultrine, namely, that we ne-
ver can fet about the praétice of duty in an acceptadle man-
ner, unlels we do fo in the perinafion of the Lord’s accept-
ange of our perfons. ‘This is evident from all thofe Scrip-

18res
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tures that teach us vo yield ubedierce, not as flaves, but as §.

.children, as bought with a price. Iundced for perfons to at. A
tempt any duty in erder to the acceptance of their perfons,
or, which is in effect the fame thing, without eflaying to be-
lieve in Chrift for the acceptance of them, is to go about to
eftablih their owa righteoufnefs, refufing to fubmit to the
righteoulnefs of God; it is an attempt 10 83k in their own
ftreagth, and even while they muft confider themfelves as
under the burden of God’s everlafting wraih and curfe ; for
there is no middle (tare between being accepted with God,
‘and being under the curfe. Now there is ne perfuafion of
the acceptance of our perfons but what is either in the way
of appropriating Chrift as the Lord our righteoufnels, upon
1he footing of the gofpel, or in the way of the affurance of
{enfe. But it is abfurd, and contrary both 10 Scripture and to
the cxperience of the Lord’s peaple, to fuppofe, that they are
not accepted ia their eflays to difcharge what is prefent duty,
even while they walk in dacrkunelr, and have not the light of
feafible affurance. But the acceptable way of fetting about
prefent duty, which is always competent to believers,whatever
cale or fituation they may be in, is that of a prefent applica-
tion of Chrilt 10 themielves a8 THE LORP THEIR RIGHTE-
OUSNESS, in whom their perfons and fervices are ever ac-
cepted. This appropriating perfuafion is iinplicd in the
Scripture do€lrine of golpel holinefs. This holinefs is repre-
fented as onr living not to ourfelves, but to him who died
for us, and rofe again. We are to fludy it as knowing that
our old man is crucified with Chrift, that the body of {in may
be deftroyed, that henceforth we may not ferve fin, This ap-
propriating perfuafion of the erucifi<ion of our old man with
Chuifl, is reprefented as effential 15 1is very beginning of
the ftudy of holinefs ; and, confequentiy, i s different from
thiat affurance of fenfe, which is founded - ~aks and evi-

' dences,
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. dences, and which fuppofes fume aétual progrefs in holinefs :
¢ it is indeed that application of Chrift crucified to ourfelves,
which i:, either more or lefs explicitly, in the firft and in
every following act of true faith. That there is fuch an ap-
propriating periualion as we fpeak of in the nature of faith,
i moft agreeable to the Scripture doftrine of the covenant
of grace: fer the condition of that covenant having been
perfectly fultilied by our Lord’s obedience unto death, even
the death of the crofs, it is to us a covenant of abfolutely free
~promife: and therefore our taking hold of this covenant
muit be in the way of the application of the promife to our-
felves in particular. When we read, that God will make
this everlafting covenant with us, the meaning is, as 1faiah
Iv. 3. is explained in A&s xiii. 34. that he is well pleafed
for Chrift's fake, to give us poor finners the mercies promil-
ed in that covenant: and faith is our taking to ourlelves
freely what is freely given. The laft words of David may
well be confidered as the language of faith in taking hold of
this covenant : He hath made awith me an everlafling cove-
nant, ordered in all things and. fure ; this is all my falvation
~ gnd all my defire.  This appropriating perfuafion is agreea-
ble to the nature and defign of the facramental feals of that
everlaftiog covenant. In thefe ordinances the Lord deals
with the receiver, as a perfon would do if he fhould take a
quantity of earth and ftone, and fay to another, This is fuch
a valuable eltate, which 1 give or convey to thee; take i1t,
and doubt not of the validity of the conveyance. Thus, in
bapti{in, the Lord fays to the fouvl, This wafhing with water
fignifies and feals my promifc of wafhing thee from the guilt
and pollution of (in: a promife which is as fure to faith ag
this walbing or (prinkiing with water i- to the outward feufes.
In like manner,in the Lord’s {upper, he fays to the foul, This
bread is my body broken for thee: This cup is the new tefta-

ment
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ment in my blood, fhed for thee, for the remiffion of thy fins,
Now, it muft be remembered, thar baptifm and the Lord’s
fupper are defigned for the weakedt as well as for the ftrong-
eft believer ; and alfo that.the leaft meature of true faith is
anfwerable to what our Lord f{ays to it in thefe ordinances,
as well as the ftrongeft.  As the appropriation of which we
{peak is according to the analogy of faith, fo it is oppolite to
manifold pernicious errors: partieularly to Legalifm, as this
appropriation is jult the foul’s going out of itfelf; its going
away from all its own qualifications, exercifes, and attain-
ments, to take up its only reft upon the free grant and pro-
mife of Chrift, and of cternal litc in him, as fet forth in the
gofpel to tinners of mankind indifcriminately :—to Antino-
miani{m, as it is an appropriation of Chrift for fanétification
as weli as juftification ; and as it holds our reception of the
privileges and comforts of the golpel fo be both neceffary,
and, according to the meafure of it, always effe@ual to the
produétion of a holy pradice :—to Enthufiafm, in regard
that the whole matter and ground of this faith are contained
in the written word; and the revealed warrant for this ap-
propriation is the fame to the believer and the nnbeliever, in
oppofition to the extravagance of enthufiafts, who found
their high pretenfions upon the peculiar clearnefs of their
imaginary ideas of Chrift’s human nature, and of its appear-
ance in {uffering or in glory; upon their dreams, vifions, and
new revelations ; upon the peculiav livelinefs of their frames
and feelings ; upon extraordinary impreflions of the divine
wrath or of the divine love; upon fome {udden change of
mind, which they call their converfion; while they are§
ftrangers to any fuitable concern about the only faving con:
verfioa, which is a turning from that unbelief avbich mdhes
God a liar, to a covdial receiving of and refting upon his re-
cord or teftimony, concerning his beJoved Son,
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7. We might fhew that there is an appropriation in the
mature of faving faith, from examples of the exercifes of it.
Several of thefe examples have been already taken notice
of. Ta this purpofe we might tranfcribe almoft all the pro-
feflions of {aith made by the faints recorded in Scripture.

Tere it may fuffice to produce the twe following: Plal.
xciv 2. Jawill fay of the Lord, He is my refuge and my for.
trefs: my God, iu him awill { tri#,  Hence it appears, that
when a perfon, in a feriptural fenfe, wufteth in the Lord,
he has a real perfuafion that Jehoval, a prowifing and pre-
wife-performing God, is his God.  John xx. 23, 29.  And
Thomas anfwered and faid unto Fimy My Lord and my God.
Fefas faith unto him, Becaufe theu bafl fecn vie, thou baft be-
lieved. Though Thomas was now favoured with a very clear
and {enfible manifeftation,we cannot allow that thefe words
were merely the language of fenfe, and not of faving faith:
becaufe afenfible manifcftation may, and zlways ought to be
improved as an occafion of, and an encouragement to, the
lively exercife of faith; and becanle our Lord’s an{wer un-
doubtedly refers 1o thefe words, and calls what is exprefled
by them, believing. ]

Buat it has been faid, that fuch inftances reprefent rather
a high degree of the exercife of fzith, than what belongs to
tue cflence of ir,

We anfwer, by obferving, That the appropriction, of
which we {peak, aviivs, as was thewn in the former difs
eourfe, from the matter Lelieved, or from the nature of the
record that God hath given us concerning Lis Son; and not
from the degree of ftrength or diltin€oels in the adt of
believing: Whetker faith be weak or flrong, in a higher or
lower degree the matter believed is ftill the fame, namely,
tnz record of God congerning his Somy 1 Jolm ve 11, If we

I tnd
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had Scriptural views of a ftreng faith, we would find it to

be that in which what belongs to the nature or effence of
faith moft diftinétly appears: Whereas what we call weak

faith, is that which is obfcured and almoft buried cut of fight
under a multitnde of oppofite corruptions. The weakeft
faith, were it difeutingled, would be what we allow a
ftrong faith 1o be'  Strong faith, according te Scripture, is
that which proceeds moft fingly upon the ground of God's
wortd of promile, whiilt every thing, ia experience and fen.
{ible appearances, are again{t it, Rom. iv. 18, 19, 20, Abra- -
bam againft bope belicwed in hope—and being not aweak in ﬁuw,-~
he confidered not his own body noaw dead, vor yit the #mqu/i c:f

Saral’s awomb.—He flaggered nst at the gromife x) rww ¥ 1

belict, but was firong in faith, giving glory to God., Vhe &rum
is, the laaguage of faith in all the Lord’s peopic, whe:bu
weak or ftrong, is the fame; only itis {poken more diftingl-
ly and explicitly, and with lefs favltering, by fowe of them
than by others.

Here it may be obierved, that we nced not wonder to
find Chriftians backward to exprefs themfelves in the proper
langhage of this appropriating perfuafion : Becaufe their do-
ing fo implics a diftiact and comfortable fenfe of thcir hav-
ing believed, which is a different thing from believing itfelf.
This appropriating perfualion is a very deep-laid and fre-
quently hidden aét of the foul.  The comfortable fenie of it
arifes partly from the (trengtih and diftindtnefs of it, and part-
ly from the peculiar fruits and effe@s of it.

When we are ipeaking of the exampie of t'.e Lord’s peo-
+le, it deferves particular notice, that we find cxpreflions of
this appropriating perfuafion miogling with their complaints of

- defertion and prevailing covruption. Hai. xlix. 14. But Zion
Jaid, The L.ord hatl furfaken me, and my God hath forgotien me.
Pial, Ixv. 3. fuiguities prevail againft me ; but as for our tranf-
 grefions,
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grefionsy thow fhalt purge thein away. Heman begins his
mournful fong with thele words, @ Lord God of my falva-
tions  Faith ftill Liolds the fame language in its Lardeft con.
Ai&ks with prevailing unbelief. Plal. xliii. §. Why art thou
call down, O my foul ? avhy art thou difguieted ewithin me?
hepe in Gad, for [ fhall yet prai/e him, avhe is the heaith of my
count:nance, and my God.
How often has a poor diftrefled {oul that could find no {a-
tisfadtion as to his gracious flate in the way of refleting up-
~ or palt exerciles or prefent attainments, found {weet peace,
;;‘ compolure, and f{atisfaétion in eflaying the direct alt of this
. appropriating faith, and refting upon the frce promife of a
lj},‘“ God in Chrift as addrefled to finners of maukind, even the
- chief? In which cafe that word has been verified in Ia. xxx,
15 Thas fuith the Lord God, 1he Huly One cf Ifrael, Inre.
turning and reft fall ye be faved: in quietnefs and in confi-
dence jhall be sour firength,

We may add, that minifters dwelling upon the nature
and grounds of this appropriating faith in their public admi-
niftrations have been a blefli:d mean in the Lord’s hand, of
reviving a work of reformation, of converting finners, and
of building them up in holinefs and comfort. On the otlier
hand, when this is negleCted and even oppofed by many whe
are called Proteftants and minifters of the gofpel, itis a fign
of grievous departure from the faith which had been fo fuliy
declared in moft of the conteflions and other forms of fourd
words publicly authorifed in the reformed chorches, It
alfo a difinal fign that whatever gofpel truth on other heads
is taught among us, we reap little {piritual profit from it, by

reafon of ignorance or corrupt netions of that faith which is

the organ whereby the word is received into the heart.
Upon the whole, this propofition, That faving faithis a
fiducial appropriating perfualion of our falvation through the
grace
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and px‘um;a.. af the pm,)t | ;“‘.s,mf‘zﬁ)y mcords with she ordi.
nary acceptaiion of the st dy v she variots rcpteﬁ;ma-

“tions in Sx.upmm o 1 > taime and exercife of faithy with

other articles of gmpel ddé’z‘\m o and, fnm ¥» With the vai.
furm C'X},-f.‘) -ence ¢ &h“ L»\d 3 Y }ph. :

Herre i m“* e reapev to take nctlee of fome things
which have Loy :n‘ ged Agd. .01 this doctrine,

O/ye/?'»;. KN Awommg to vhis nution, the thing to e
beiieved is, That Gkl ined for wo, that Tam joftified and
ghall be faved :Sm.“mw aim - and yee the perivalion as {up.
sufed to be the very iling v Seh pives me an intereft in the
Savionr, and in tin b};umg{ 14" lalvation through him; for,
let this be whit it will, wathiv = is more ceriain trom Levipe
ture, thas that he who believe h fhali be faved, bLut e who
doth net, il be deapsed. Molb | not then be interefted
in the Savieur, beivre I aan konow or believe that 1am fo?
~=How then can thiis oo fuafion be the imean of giving me

whis dnterclt ! Is not this 1o make the eflect to exift before

the coul 1 Is it not wo give exiftence to that which had no

exiftene efore, by tideutly believing that it doth alicas
Cady exifl® |
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"M M "'". 5 fix Sermons on Faithy page 92, 93.  Similar
o thn s b rea'eiiy of Bellarmine,  Fides fpeciulis milerdcordie,

eoyg he, feqeBue 3..33 L cotionem, Igitur fides fpecialis mifericor- -

e on el fide, Wkilieans.  Fiducia quit quis confidet vemifia effn

peceats pendet 4 Bonu canfcicnds, ac proinde pracaipit juftificati- !

ene:it, non toain e sl Soa f be faith of fpecial mercy follows juf- |
viheasion, CEveretore the guith OV dhecial merey 15 not julifying
£.lth, ke oopsdonce with whic ajorfon trufis that his fins are
forpiven, Gepettds o2 w pood eonience; and therclore preuppofed
pibee oy does pot bong it about.
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Anfuer, If by a bedief that Chrift died for me, that 1am
jultified, and fhall be luved through him, the objedlor means
a perfnalion that I am one of thole tor whom Chrift intend-
ed to lay down his life, or, which is the fame thing, one of
the elet, or that I aw already in oélual pofleflion of juftifi-
cation and falvation; then, as was {hewn in the prediminary
obfervations, what is ubjedied is nothing to the purpofe. We
utterly deny that fuch o pe'ri'u;z('mnf can be faving faith; be-
cault it cannot be founded in'the word of God alune, and
becaufe it is a perfuation of what God hath decreed from
eternity; or of lome good which the perfon fuppofes himfelf
to be already puffelt of; whereas the faith, of which we
fpeak, is a perfuafion, neither of what was Gud’s decree from
eternity, nor yet of any good which we are already poffefl-
ed of, but werely of this truth, that God is, now in vine gol-
pel difpen{atiou, giving us Chrift crucified and his whole fal-
vatiow.

The inconfiftency fuppofed in the objelion vanifhes,
when we confider that the death of Chrift, juftification, and
falvation may, at the {ume time, may be ours in vne refped,
and not ours in another. They are ours in the grant and
promifeof the gofpel; but they are not ours in actual poffef-
fion, till we believe that grant and promife. In believing we
hecome atual partakers of them ; becaule this believing is our
receiving of them and therefore faith is reprefented as re-
ceiving Chrift, receiving the gift of righteoufnefs, receiving
the atonement.

Agreeably to what is now cblerved, we do hold, that,
in faving faith, there is a real pesfuafion thatr Chrift and his
falvation arc prefently and infailibly ours, as exifting in the
promife ; ours fo that we cannot fall fhort of theur; before
and 1n order to our confeivufnels and experience of their be-

Iz ing
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t0g ours,. as exdhng 0 our aftual pofleflion. 'lhxs is what
all we have Faid goes to prove; and fo we underftand our
Lovd, when he {ays, Wlatjoever things ye defive, when yz pray,
believe that ye receive them, /‘that they are prefently aund in- "
fallibly yours, as exilting in the promife, and ye fhail bave
them, ye Mhall have the conltioufnefs and expericnce of their
being yours, as ¢xifting in | your wétual poffeflion.  Again,
Le fays, decirding 1o thy faich fo feall it be unto thee. When -
a perfon believes that Chuift and his whole falvation are bis,
as exifting in the promife; his, {o as he cannot fall flort of
them; le believes what /nm-xe but a true believer, or one
who hath heard 2ad learned of the Fatier, does or can be-

lieve,
Tere a continualoufery of obfcurity or abfurdity is raif-

ed. Buc the motmd of/it is no mwore than this, that the way
of coming to the pufﬁ'ﬂ/lon of a benefit by believing mere-
ly, is without any exalt parallel in human affaire 5 or, in o-
ther words, that the natural inan receiveth not the things of

| the Sptr:t of God; t/:?e/y are foolifbnefs to bim, ncither can bz
knoty them, becauje they are difcerned fpiritually, and not by
reducing themn to .wf mcaiure and flandard of ¢ rnal things.
Ohjection ady 11 is anreafonabie to call x‘enmbﬂt’es to be-

lieve what neithe: s nor ever will be true in their cafe.

wer. 1<»u/5h it appears from Scnpture that the

we‘xter lmt ok th human race are included in the decree
of reprobation; )et no man can warrantably think or ‘ay of
411'.imfeif or ary other perinn, who is in the prefent life, and
hath not finncd the (in unto deatis, (which is the fin agamﬂ;
the Holy Ghuh) that big 15 & reprobate; this bLeing one of
the fecret th‘nO/ which Liclong unto the Lord our Gud.  But
vl (i:./na and promifes are things that ave revealed
' at we have to Go with; and they are di-

bBingst
redicd teono /1 et faners indefinitely, in fuch o monner as
/ : '
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warrants every perfon to whom the word of God comes, 10
make application of them to bimicl’. The elect are broughr,
through the fupernateral illumination and eifectual perluafion
of the 1oly Spirit, tomalke this appiicaticn: each of them, in
his time, is brought to {ay, In ihe Lord have I righteonfnef(s
and ftrength,  Asto thole, who, in the iffue, will prove
reprobates, they have the fame warrant: in the word of
grace and promife to beligve Chritk as their _dw‘q'Saviour,
that apy ever had betore they:believed. - But they refule
to be perfuaded.  The proper caufe ‘of this unperfuadeable-
nefs is not predeftination, but their {piritual blindnels and
enmity againft the Lord Chrift, their obftinate attachment
to felf-rightecufnels and other idols.  "T'he promife of eter-
nil life; is indecd left to them but fince, inftead of embrac-
ing it by faith, they put it awoy from them, defpife and re-
ject it, making God a iiar, who but mult fee and acknow-
ledge, that they juftly come fhort of the promifed blefling?

Oljection 3d, ‘I'his appropriating perfualion is prefunp-
tuous.

Anfwer. Itisindeed an awful truthithat feearity and pre-
fursption are the roin of mrultitudesin the vifible chorch: we
never can be too much cauticned againft it.  But prefomp-
tion, in every view, is fur from the appropriating perfuafion
of which we fpesk. Prefumption is always grounded#tpon
fome fuppcfed privilege or qualification by which the perfon
iuppoles himfelf to be diftinguifhed from others. I am not as
other men are, or even as this Publican., We lave Abrabawm
t9 cur fatver. Whereas the appropriating perfuafion of which
we fpeak, is grounded upon the free grant which is made of
the Saviour to all people, even to the vileflt of the vile. The
prefimptuous conclude,upon imaginary or infuflicient grouﬁds,
that they are aliesdy brlievers aud in a flate of grace.  But
i whe periualion of which we fpeal., a man regards himfelf

no
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no otherwife than as a poor finner of mankind to whom that
word comes, in which God is making to him in particular a
gift and grant of his Son Jefus Chrift unto eternal life. The
ground upon which the prefumptuous apply the promifes is al.
ways fomething that they fec in themfelves, in their experie
ences or attainments. But this perfuafion appropriates the
good of the promife as ours, for Chritt’s fake aione, and be-
caufe the promife isdire@ed to all finners of mankind to whom:
the word of God comes, Prefumption is a groundlefs ex-
peftation of deliverance from wrath without holinefs or deli-
verance from fin. But this is a perfuafion of faivation from
fin as well as from wrath; a perfuafion that we have fanc-
tification as well as juftification in our Lord Jefus Chrift.
Prefumption putfeth up, and rendcrs men f{ecure in fin;
but the more @ ° revi? ot this perfuafion is in
any perfon, he will be the more humble, felf-denied, watch-
ful, and diligeas in the ftudy of uriverfal obedience.
ObjeBiom 414, If faith confifted in this conhdent perfua-
fion, then all a perfon would have to do, would be, by eve-
ry poflible meaus, to work himfelf up to, and confirm himfelf
in it, whatever evidence he might have of the contrary.
'This is a faith which may do well enough for fools and mad-
men, but which no wife man can be fatisfied with *.
dnfwer. What we {peak of is a perfuafion of this, that,
i the gofpel offer and promile, God is now giving us Jefus

Cbrift the true bread from heaven; ard we have the fame
evidence

* Mr. M‘Night’s Sermons on Faith, p. 88. To the fame pur-
pofe, Omnino temere, fiys Bellarmine, tanqunm ex verbo, poflunt
homines credere, fibi remifla cffe peccata; i. e. Men caunot believe,
as if warranted by the word, that their fins are forgiven them, with-
out the utmoft rathnefs: ‘This reafon is, That, in the word of God,
falvation is no where promifed to this or the other individual, this

being peculiar to « few who are exprefsly named.
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evidence of this, thar we have of the gofpel being preached
to us: and furely what is oppofite to this is the moft abomi-
nable of all falfehoods, as it contradiéts the beft news, that
were ever heard in heaven or on earth.  Perfons may, no
doubt, come to {ome fort of perfuafion of all being well with
them, by attempting a compliance with terms and condi-
tions, ard by a conceit of their owa qualifications as undoubt-
ed evidences of their ftate cfgrace aud favour with God. But
the appropriating perfuafion is of a quite differentkind; we are
{o far from wox"kh;g ourfelves up to i, that we naturally hate
it, and do all we can to fortify ourfelves againft it * : this con-
tinues to Le the cale in veality, whatever ovtward profef-
fjons we male to the contrary, tili the Lord the Spirit, work
this perfuafion in us, by enlightening the eyes of our under.
Hiudng to apprebend the free grant of Chrift, of his righ-
icounets and falvarion, as what God is prelently making o-
Yerto us poor finners of mankind, to each of us in particular.
T'he opinion of many, that they can eafily work themfelves
up to this appropriating perfualion, betrays their grofs igno-
rance, not only of the rature of that perfuafion, but alfo of
the [piritual blindnefs, enmity, and legal bias of the Leart .

When

* As for hoping to be faved by faith only, a: an kumble relying
upon the premife in Chrift, it is againft the natural inclination or
man, till fandtified and fubducd te Corift, his snind being ignorant
of the rightcoutnefs of faith, and his hcart too proud to fubmit to
it, and his guilty conicience fearful to truft to it, without fome
works of his own. As for the high-flown pretences of the Antino-
mians andthe Famjlitts, to faith without woiks fubfequent, and works
being prejudicial, they are the irrational tranfport of an opinion,
not the natural inclination of the heart, or that which the confci-
ence doth naturally acquiefce in. Lutherus Redivivas, p. 161,

1 There is nothing ahout Chril Jefue, or about the whole my-
flery of the gofpel, but is incredibie to a natural nian, and te
4 Na-
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‘Whea the cbje&tor fays, Ail a perfon would have to do
would be to work himfelf up to this confident perfuafion ; if
he {peaks of what unites us to Chriit, we own, that we are
‘united to him not by doing, but by believing: but if he
{peaks of all that belongs to tlie Chriftian life, and to the evi-
dence of our union to Chrit, then there is a great deal more
indifpenfibly neceflary : love, repentance, the diligent ftudy
of univerfal obedicnce, are fully as much fo, as faith, If they
be accounted fools, who reft upon the gofpel-grant of Chrift,
and of eternai life in him, and are perfuaded, that, in doing
fo, they fhall not be difappointed, we defire to be fuck fools
more and more.

O etion 5th, There are various marks and charaters
laid down in the word of God for us to examine and prove
ourfclves by. But to what purpofe are thofe marks and
charaéters, if our {atisfa&tion or affurance refpe&ing our gra-
cious ftate were a mere confident perfuafion, and not the
refult of a rational and Scriptural enquiry *.

Asfwer. There is an affurance, a full affurance, in the
dire@ adt of faith; but this is different from what is pro-
perly called our fatisfaltion or aflurance refpedting our gra-
cious ftate, or an aflurance that we have believed in a right
manner ; or that we are already in actual poflefion of Chrift

and

» matural reafon. Do not run away eafily with an imagination,
that it is a common and ordinary thing to believe the truth of gof~
pel-dodtrine. People will fay, it is very eafy to believe=it is 2 hard

matter to believe, they may fay, their own falvation; and that one
is a great deal eafier than the other. If there be a firm affent be- |
gotten by the Spirit of God upon the heart as to the foundation °
truth of the gofpel, the particular application of that to thy foul for |
thy falvation, will be found an eafy thing. Trail’s Third Sermon
00 the fedfult Adherence ta the Profefficr of our Fiith,

* Mr. M‘Knight’s fix Scrmons, page 92.
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and bis falvation: for the aflurance of faith is neither an

aflurance of what we uave done, nor of what we already
poflef(s, but only of what God is prefently giving us in his
word of grace and promile.

>

‘The Lord hath enjoined us to endeavour after fatisfac-
tion as to our gracious fkate, or the affurance of fenfe, 2 Pet,
i. 10, Wherefore the rather, breti:en, give diligence to make
your calling and eletion fure. Self-examination is a principal
mean of obtaining this fatisfaction. 2 Cor. xiii. §. Examine
yourfelves, avhether ye be in the faith. 1In order to a true
knowledge of our ﬁate-i; 1 qéceﬂ'ary to examine, not only
whether we have done what is mategjally right, but whe-
ther 1t has flowed from a pure heart ; whether our purity of
beart has flowed from a good confcience; whether our
good confcience has flowed from faith unfeigned, or that faith
which makes an application of Chrift to ourfelves in particu-
lary upon no other footing than that of the word of grace
and promife. This order is pointed out by the apoftle, in
1 Tinwi. 5. Now the end of the commandment is charity,
out 9f a pure heart, and of a govd confcience, and of faith un-
Seig ned.

Suppof(ing our {piritual condition to be peculiarly danger-
ous, {elf-examination is the appointed mean of our coming to
fuch a true knowledge of it, as will put us upon an immedi-
ate believing application of Chrift for our {piritual healing :
that cur experience may be like that of the woman who had

the bloody iffue, when fhe touched the iem of his garment.
On the other hand, fuppofing that, in the exercife of lelf-
examination, the Lord has been pleafed tc grant us fome di(-
J tin& view of his own work in our fouls as correfponding
with the marks and charaéters of it in his word ; in that cafe,
] inftead of doating on our attainment, which is peculiarly dan-
gerous, we fhould improve it as an encouragement to the im-

mediate
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‘mediate renewed acting of this appropuiating faith; that ouv
faith, like that ol the Theilalonians, may grow excesdinglye

Okjeftion bth, Such 2 reprefentation of faith is difconrag-
ing to the wezk and doubting, who may bye a true Clriftian,

Anfaver. This doctrine muft difcourage the vain confi-
dence that men have in themfelves that they are righteous 3
and that they have good qualifications ; it muft difcourage
~ their attempts to woik out or find fomething in themfelves
, Which may give them a right to lay claim to Chrift and his
(alvation as their owa. Dot 1o thofe who know t',= plague
of their own heart, and who can {ee nothing in theml{elves
but finfulnefs and mitery, thefle good news from a far coume
try, muft be as cold water to 2 thirfty foul; namely, that
they, not as belicvers, not as perfons fu and fo gnalified, but
as poor {inners of maokind, are called to look to Chrift as the
Lord their righteoufnefs, and to look to the promifes as 7
bhim Tea, that is, direéted to thcm, and in bim Amen, that 1%
fure to be performed, fo rhe glory of God by them.

The doubts that profefiing Chriftians labour under, ave
either fuch as refpect their own attainments; as, whether
they have truly believed ; or fuch as refpe their warrant
in the gofpel to make a prefent, an immediate application of
Chrift to themfelves in particular.  There may be too much
ground for doubts of the former fort; for memare naturally
prone to think themlelves to be (omething, while they ave
nothing, and fo to deceive themfelves. Buat with refpet to
doubts of the latter fort, they are tae workingz of that unbe-
lief which makes God a liar: and therefore the principle of |
true faith, even in the weakeft believer, will maintain a .
confli with them as belonging to the fefh or depraved na-
ture s For the fizfly lufleth againft the Spirit, and the Spirit &
gainft the fle/b. Now of two {chemes of doftrine, which isthe
more favourable and helpful to the Chriftian in this warfarc?

| whether
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whether is it that which palliates and excufes thefe doubts,
which are {ome of his worft enemies; or that which fets the
evil and malignity of thew iu the itronbe& light? Sutely the
Jatter; for he will make hea:i again{t thefe doubts, only in
proportion as hie is enabled v fee in the g'lafs of the Lord’s

word, the vanity and vilenefs of them. Ve have many ex-
amples to this purpofe in Scrintnre, particaar] lyin the Pfalms:
Why art thou caft doron, O my foul? awhy art thou difquieted
awithin me? Hope in God ; for I jpall yet praife hine ; he it the
health of my countenance, and my God.  Will the Lord caft off
for ever? and awill be be favourable nomare ? It bis mircy cican
gone for ever 2 Hath God forgotten to be gracions? Hath he in
anger fbut up bis tender mercies ? Ard 1 fa:d This is my in-
frmity. This rhe Pralmift ftruggied agamﬁ: his doubts of fal-
vation in the promife; as {ecing themn to be quite ground-
lefs, as fecing that they rofe (rom the inful hafte and infiem-
ity of his depraved nature,

Attempting to comfort perfons ander perplexing doubts
of their falvation, by infifting upon {ome fuvourable things in
their charadter and exercilz as proos of their b:ing already
true believers, i frequantly very danu*erouc and, in fome
cales, proves a healing of the wound of the {oul ﬁxghtly; a
crying, peace, peace, awhile there is no peace : But it never can
bhe improper or unfeafonable to fet before the perfon the free
grant of an all-fufficient Saviour, in the gofpel offer and pxo»
- mife: for {fuppoling the worft 2s to the per{on’s rzal cafe,
this golpel-declaration is cenliftent wf{t’x the molt plain, pare

g ticular, and faithful dealing with Wim concerning the heinouaf-
 nefs and aggravations of his fias; nay, it is ablolutely necef.
% fary to any dealing with him at all about that which is chief-
Ay the ruin of fouls in the vifible church, the fin of unbelief.
¥ This was ftill the mcthod of tive apoftles,  Be it knee 1n unte
J0x, ruew and brethren, that through this man is preached unte

K you
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sou tie forgivenef of fins : Beavare, therefore, left that come ups
on you achich was fpoken by the prophets : Bebold, ye defpifers,
and wonder, and perio. It was the method of the Mafter
bimlelt: Verily, verily, Ijay unto you, ye feck me, not becaufe
ye Saw the miracles, but bccaufe ye did eat of the loaves, and
awere fiiled.— My Faiher givetis ysu the true bread from bheaven.
On the other hand, {uppoling ihie beft in the doubting per-
fon’s cafe, nothing can be'more proper than fuch a gotpel de-
claration ; for if he have grace in the root or habit, this is
“the appointed mean of cailing it forth to lively and vigorous
exercife, il he have the marks and charaders of one who is
not almoft but altcgetler a Chriftian, a prefent believing ap-
plication of this word of life it the way to have them brighie-
ened and cnrroborated. ’

).

o B A
Fom i fane

DISCOURSE V.

1 Joun i 23,

T his is bis commandment, tict we fhould BELIEVE on the
name of bis SoN JEsus CHRIST.

WE may fum up what has been delivered in the preced-
ing difcourfes concerning the objel? and the ac of faviog
faith.

With refpe to the opjecT of faith, we ublerve that Je-
{us Chrift the eternal Son of God is the immediate object of
it. By faith we behold him as the Lamb ¢of Ged, .fwbo tak-
eth away the fin of the wezrld, as our (acrificing and interced-
'ing High Prieft, who deals with God on our b':hal,f; and as
our Prophet and King, who deals with us on God’s behalf.

God
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God is the ultimate obje& of faith., In believing on

Chrift, we Lelieve on God: 1 Pet.is 25, Whe by hime do
beliewve on Goo' wwbo raifed him frem the dead, and gave bim

lory, that our jaith and bope might be in Godo  Hence when
the Philippian j.'lor believed in Cirift, he is faid to have
belicved in God. Curiftis our way to God: Joha xiv. 6,
No man cometh to the Fatber but by me. He is the dosr of
our accefs to God. |

The word of Gud; particularly the pofpel-promile, is
the master believed. 1t is, no doubt, the property of faith.
to believe whatevet God reveals; but it could nat be faving
faith, if it "vere not 2 belief of the free pro-nifs of {ilvarion
by Telis Cm ;f PETRT R E e// Mzd the v/ ¢fbing.

W 8: ol acT T Dviag S itisa cealans
unzeigaed per.mlxw Many i'a‘,‘, 'hey Lave faith, wuo
have it not.  The apcftle JTumes deals with fich in the fe-
cond chapter of his epiftle. . |

It is a fure parluafion. The moft probable notion or o-
pinion about the infiaitely important alfair of our everlafting
falvation, would afford nothing but perplexity and -heart-
wavering. Fuith could not eftablith the heart, if there were-

"m0 affurance in its nature.

It is a fupernatural perfoafion, wrought in us by the ilo.
ly Spirit, as the Spirit of wildom and revelation in the
knowledge of Chrilt.  He eulighiens the eyes of our under-
ftaiding to know Cirift as the only Saviour, and our Sa-
viour,

It is ar appropriating perfuafion : It is a perfuafion that
- Chrift cruocified is ours, upon no other ground than the free
| grant and promile, witich Gud is now making in the gofpel
to finners of mankind indefinitely,  In this reipeét faith is
juft an echo to the joytul found of the gofpel. The gofpel
fays of Chrift, Ie is the Saviour of finners; the Saviour of

t?zo
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the world,  He is my Saviour, fuys faith, for I belong te

tite world of finners, of whom he bears the charaéler of the

Sawiour. The golpel iys, Thisds tae name whereby be fHall
be call:d, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUsSNESs, le is the
L()i‘L‘\ ‘wmy righteoufuels, fuys faith,  His voice in the go{pe!
is, X am the Lord thy G:4. Faith returns, Thou art my
Lovd and ry Geod,

We come now to eaquire juto the impoit of faith being
God’s coramapdment. | "

© Here two points are 1  be confide - e namely, That bc :
uwmg on the name of Yelus Ctm‘i Vi m, of Got's come
niandments ; and, 'Il.x' it is his comwani jent by way uf
ew Detice, e R

b‘nu believing on the name of jrm« o ds o of ;
Gol’s o fh'n mdm“ te, it qudy be v dnh. i.‘:.is, howen
er, s e 'u;,w cenfil tmt v s belay God's work of nrdce‘
A g:eat vart ef ot it the coveanant of price, ue pros
mifes to work in us, is"au‘tﬂ duty,  Tuus 91;:1&&’0& A

bis fear into cur hearts, and to circumcife our hearts to love |

biin; to put bis law:s into cur minds, and to avrite them in our
bearts,. Again, Fuith is that whereby we are made aéual
partakers of Chrift, of i rigﬁteou(’nefa- and {alvation. In
this relpect, faith is not conlidered as cor work or doty, but
merely w3 4 mean or inflrument of God's appointing and
giving, whereby we reccive Chrift und bis benefits into ac-
tual polleflion,  Tn this fenle the apoitle fays, it is-of faith
that it mughi be of grace. This, however, does not hinder

~faith from being _juﬁly confidered as cur auty in another ree

{pet, namely, ae it is required in the firft commandment of
the moral law, |
W may here point out fome things evideatly included §

in the bury of believing. |
. t. Endcas
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1, Endeavouring ro artain the knowledge ¢f what is taught
in the word concerning Chrift.  ‘They who are neglecting
to feck the true knowledge of whar the Scriptures teltify of
Chrift, are neglesting to believe in Lim, /Knowledge is {o
neceflary to taith, tha the former is often put fur the latter,
1{aiah lili. 11, By bir dnowwicdge, that is, by the faith of him,
fpall my righteous fervant Juflify many.. Let {uch s would
believe in the name of Cheift, ule diligepce to know what
the Scripture teaches .concerning their ynfpeakable need of
him, concerning his perfon and cffices, concerning the make
ing, the proper condition, the promiles, and the adminiftra-
~tion of the covenant of grace, concerning their finful and mi-
| ferabl: condition under the broken covinant of works, and

)

the way and manner of their happy inf/tatcmem 1o the cove.
- n=it of grace, Let not the precious mdments, in which vhcm
| iave an epportuhity of attaining a vu/awwm.; kocwledge o
b oo things which belong to their cten]‘u} veace, b cmmma‘w
fquaniiered away in the vain purfoits/ane amuleinents of this
world, It will be more tolerable foq Surom and Gomorrah
in the day of judgment, than for perfone in the vifible church
that live and .die without the i';wiry}g knowledge of Chrifk:
God fays concerning luch, They arela people of no underfland-
ing; and therefore be that made them will not have mercy oh
ibew, and he thut formed them awill ./,"’:z"w them na favonr.,
2. Endeavouring to have a de/cp impreflion of, and fub-
jeCtion of heart unto, the authm/"n.y of God {pesking iu wi,
word. We nut truly receive the teflimony . God con-
cerning his Sun, unle{s wa roceive it on accourr ., the aya
tlmrity of the Teftifier, People by feem to have an ottagy
of many articles of gofpel-truth, becaule they can fomdho
contrive to reconcile them 1o thiir natural vnderftanding, -
becaufe they appear agreeable ,/to their natural defire of hap-
Pinefs, But furcly true {aith iy a different thing: i is a re-
'K 2 ceiving
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ceiving what God {ays for the beft of all reafons, namely,
becaule it is God that fays it. Such was the reception which
the gofpel met with anoug the Theflalonians. For this cau/e,
{ays the apcitie to them, thank ave God avitbout ceafing, be-
caufe when ye received 1he aword of God which ye beard of us,
ye reccived it not 4 the word of mex, hut as it is in truth tbe
avord of God. Hence faith is not fo ouch our faying any
thing, as our filent acquiefcence i what God f{ays.

3 Aunother tiilag, inzluded in rhis duty of believing, is
that we fhould be exercifed in applying and taking home the
word of the golpel to ourfelves as a word directed to usin
particular,  As the word of the law can be of no ufe for re-
proof or conviftion, without applicationto ourfcives ¢ neither
can the word of the gofpel atford us any reliet without as
particular an application.  When the Lord fays, The word
uf falwation is [rnt 10 ok, T he promije is 8o yos, each of us
sught to be fayisg, To me, to me. Wherefore is Chrift Jift.
ed up, 75 Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the wilderue(s? Each
of us fhovld be faying, That 1, a poor {inner of Adam’s fami.
Iy, way look to him as my Saviour. Whom is he calling and
jnviting fo tendesly, (o importunately, tu take the water of
iife Sfreely? Each of us fhould ftili be faying, Me. Whom does
he command to trufl in him for everlalting falvation ! Me,

hel-delerving me *,
| 4. Another

» Confidering our natural averfion to the believing application of
Crrift to ourfelves as finners, upon no cther footing than the free
grant of him in the gofpel, there is great propricty in the following /-
exhortation of Luther, in Lis commentary on theie words, in Gal.
51, 2. He loved me, and gave himfelf for me: ¢¢ Who is this me ¥
fayshe, ¢¢ Even I, a wretched and duomnable finner, was fo dearly |
peloved of the Son of God, that e gave hifelf for me. O print
this word M E in your heart, and apply it to your ownfelf, not doubt-
ing but tbat you are noe oi thefe to whom this € belongeth”’
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4. Another thing that belongs to the duty of belicving,
is that we fhould efluy to avow or profels to God, to our -
own {ouls, and alfv, as there is occafion, to men, 1hat we
do belicve, and that we delire to be delivered from our un-
belief. Though this avowal may not be neceflury to the -
exiftence, it is fo to the diftinétnels of the exercife of fith,
We fhonld efpecially make this avewal or profeflion unto
God; asthe Plulinift frequently does: Pfal. xxxi 14. Bas
Iirufled inthee, O Lord : I [aid, thou art riy God. cxlil. 3,
I cried unts thee, O Lord, I faid, Thou art my refuge, and my
portion tu the land of living : and as the father of the child in
Mark iX. 24. did; who cried out, and Jfaid with tear,, Loid
I believe ; help thou mine unbelicf. Indeed our Lord enjoins
us to make this avowal in our prayers, when he direéts us
to fay to God, Our Father : and that we fhall be bravght 1o
this avowal, is matter of promile, Thou fbalt call e, My
Father : Thou fbalt call me, Ihi, my bufband., We fhould
“alfo make the fame profeflion of faith to our own fouls, ag
a mean of ftirring them up to the more lively exercife of
faith: We have examples of this in the Plalms: Why ary
thou cafl down, O my joul? awhy art theu. difquicted within
me? hope in God, for I jball yet praife him, avho is the health
of my countsnance, and my God. Ayain, My foul wait thou
only upon God : for sy expedation is from bim. He only is my
rock, and my f[ulvation. We are alfo, as there is occafion,.
to make this profefiicn before men: for we are not to be
afhamed of Chrift, who is our hope, before men; left he be
alhamed of us, avhen 'be cometh in the glory of kit Father,
with bis hely angels.

5. Another thing incladed in this duty of believing in
the namme of Jefus Chrift, is, that we fhould be careful to
continue in this faith, For this end it is neceflary that we
Jearn to diftinguifh between truth and error in dodtrine;

that
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that we may be eftablifhed in the former, and that we mdy
give no fort of countenance to the latter : fur the Holy Spi-
rit faith, Ceafe from tbe infirudtion which canfeth to err from
the words of knowledge. And vwrvic Beware leff ye allo be-
ing led awayp by ihe error of 0.y fall from you. vwr
Sledfafinefs. To ab, ‘e in the faith, is to abide in the truth
which taith receives, and on which it relies. We are alfo
w ftrugole againlt the remaining unbelief of the heart,
which is always working to make us give up cur confidence
in the promile; fometimes reprefenting other feeming fup-
ports, fbch as, worldly riches, wifdom, ftrength, or feif-righ-
teoufnefs, as better than it; fumet imes taking vccafion from
a.diftrefling fenfe of the guilt and power of fin, or from the
difcouraging afpe& of providence, to fuggeft that the pro-
mife does not belong to us, and that we fhall never fee it
verified, In this cale, we are called to hold faft the confi-
dence and rejoicing of hope firm unto the end. Our Lord
N is {aying to us, as he faid to Jairus, Fe.r not, only believe.

~ The more that Satan, the world, and unbelief, vilify this
way of. maki'ﬁg.rthe Lord’s promife in Chrift the fingle and
fufficient grov'nd of ou: confidence, we fiould ftudy to com-
mend and inagnify it the more; and to be the more refvlute
in fayiag with the church, He will turn again, he will have
compaffion upon us: he will fuhdue our iniquities: and he
will caft all our fin, ‘nto tie depth: of the fea, 7t is govd
that a man fhould btk hope. and quisily await, for the falvation
of the Lord. Sucl. is the confliét by which faith is tried and
proved to be genuine.

6. Another thing included in our obedience to this com-
mandment is, that we ‘hould ftudy to grow in faiths True
believers are far from rfting in what faith they have alrea-
dy attaiped ; but are ftill orefling towards a greater meafure

of it ; they are keeping up'the cry of the difciples, Lord, ine
creafe
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ereafe our faith, They fee that they cannot have more fted-
faftnefs in the way of duty, more fuccefs in work or ware
fare, more fpicitual flrength or comfort, but in the way of
their having more faith, “

7. The diligent ufe of means is alio included in the duty of
believing in the name of Jefu: Chrift, They that hear the voice
of wifdom, or believe the word of Chrift, are avatching daily at
bis gates, waiting at 1ks pofls of his deors. The commandment
of God to believe in the name of Lis Son Jefus Chrift, bindeth
us to acquaint ourfelves with thole things contained in the
Scriptures ; becaule they were written for this very c:ﬁ!. that
ave mnay belicve that Fefus is the Son of God, and that, belicvu-
ing, nwe may kave life through bis uam:. 'T'he word of God,

contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament,
is both wliat we are to believe, and the mean of bringing us

to believe: tor faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God. Let them, therefore, that would have fave
ing tsith, be diligently engaged in reading and hearing the
word of fuith, iu laying it up in their memories, and in me-
ditating upon it.  Let them never {uffer it to ’<part from
" their minds, but let them haveit dwelling in them in all wif-

dom. Another mean, the ufe of which is efpecially requir-.

ed by this commaudment, is prayer. Natural men are utter-
ly averfe frowmn, and incapacitated for prayer, as it is a real of-
fering up of their defires to God for things agreeable to his will
in the name of Chrilt. They have ne defire of what is truly
and fpiritually good ; no faith by which 1o make ufe ot Chrift’s
name. Yet, while they have been attempting this duty from
no better principle than felf-love, the Lord, who will coun-
- tenance and honcur Lis own ordinance, has given them faith,
and eaabled them 1o pray in deed and in truth, In this cafe,
that word is vevified, Before they call, I avill anfwer. While
they remaulned in pnbelicf, whatever nume themiclves or oe

thers
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thers might give to their exerci(é; there was no calling, not
a {yllable of prayer, in God’s account : vet, in a2 way of fove-
~reigaty, he gives them faith. Thus he anfawérs the cry of
their need; he anfaers the defign of his own ordinance; he
asfwers the petition, which, upon obtaining the grace of
faith, they immediately offer up: for faith, as foon as it is
beftowed, difcovers itfelf, by an ardent and unextinguithable
defire of faith. In prayer, we are to mjke much ule of fuch
promifes as this, Jn bis name fall the Gemtiles trufl, {aying,
Do as tiqu haf /aid. We ihould think highly of the fealon
of oumiptigndance on gofpel-ordinances, as a blefled opportu-
nity of Hearing Chrift’s voice; as the day of his power where-
in he makes nis people willingneffes, or free will-offerings; as
* the bappy beur which cometh and mow is, in avhich the dead
; Shall bear the woize of the Son of God, and they that hear shall
live. Thus we are diligently to ule the word, facraments,
and prayer, as mcans of our cftablifhment and growth in
faith.

8. Itis included in ubedience to this commandment, that
we fhould afcribe the work of faith, in the beginning, the
continuance, the increale, and the finithing of it, to the al-
mighty agency of the Holy Spirit.  Faith is not of ourfelves.
Nay, we are naturally full of averficn toit. What Chrift
faid to the Jews, he fays to all men in their natural ftate, 2%
will not come to me, that ye might have life. The habit or
dilpolition to belicve is created in us by the power of the Ho-
ly Spirit erlightening us to difcern f{piritvally what God is
giving us in the golpel, and determining us to inake applica-
tion thereof to ourfelves. With refnedt to Chrift and his fal-
vation brought nigh to us in the word, we are naturally in
the fame cafe that Hagar was in with refpeét to tl.e well of
water : She couid not fee it, till the Lord opened her eyes.
Whatever believing views we get or defire to get of Chrift,

of
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of his righteeu'/ (wefs and falvation, or of the great and precious
promiles in him, they are wholly to be afcribed to the Holy
Spirit.  Hence he is called the Spirit of faith., It is no lefs
neceiiary to/regard the Holy Spirit as the worker of faith in
us, than it is to regard Chrift as the purchafer of it for us,
Hence the promife of the Holy Spirit fhould be unfpeakably
precious to us: his indwelling, and all his faving and effectual
operations fhould be unfpeakably precious. We fhould be ha«
bitvally longing and leoking for more and more experience
of thefe operations, faying with the fpoufe, Awake, O north
awind, and come, thou jouth ; blow upon my gardes, z&at the
fpices thereof may floaw out,

Here, however, it is neceflary to remember that our ex-
perience of the work of the Holy Spirit is in no refped, in
no degree, the rule of duty, or our warrant for fetting about
the performance of it. The whole faving work of the Holy
Spirit lies in conforming us to the word; in making us know
what is revealed in the word; in making us yield a ready
compliance with the calls and commands of the word. The
perfe&ion of the Huly Spirit’s work within us lies in its exaé?
correfpondence with the abfolutely perfect plan of it in his
own word without us. The gefpel that came to the Thefla-
Jonians in the Holy Ghoft, was no other than that which
came to them in word, The wonders which the Pfalmift
delired to fee by the Lord’s opening his eyes, were no o-
ther than what are declared in his law. The condu@® of
the Spirit which the Pfalmift defired, was the ordering of
his feps in bis own word. Thus, we fay, the word of God,
contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament,
is the only rule of duty, and our only warrant for fettmg a-
bout the performance of it. Hence, while we de‘nd
wholly upon the Holy Spirit for his enabling us to believe in

Chrift, we are to look to his word 2lone, and not at all te
eur
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our own experience of the Spirit's work, as our warrant te
helieve: we are now to cfliy the exercife of faith, becaufe
the word is mow calling vs to it.  Surely it 15 une of the
the vileft fuggefkions of the corrupt heart to alledge the want
of experispce ©f the Spirit’s work, as an excufe for fitting
the prefemy ¢all which hie himfelf is giviog us in his word.

We fhall only add, that the great aim of our obedience
to this commandment is, to give God the praife of the glory
o€ his grace. The mouth of faith is fillcd with the praifes
of grace veignirg through righteouinels unto eternal life:
faita alcribes the whoje of our falvation to free and fovereign
grace : That which afcribes any part, be it ever fo fmall,
of our {alvation tu the free will, f{ufficiency, or exertions of
the creature, is vt the faith in Jefus Chrift of which we
{peak, but is directly contrary to ite |

We now proceed ro the confideration of the oiher point
which is herc to be confidered ; namely, T hat this command-
ment, that we thould believe in the nume of Jufus Chrift,
is the commandment of God by way of emincace ; it is his
great commandment.

1. It is fo, becaule our obedicnce to this commandment
lays the foundation of wur obedience to all the other com-
mandments,  Believing in Jcfus Chrift the Son of God s
the firlk and immediate duty of every gofpel-hearer. in
believing, the perfon puts nn the Lord Jefus Chrift, and fo
is furnilhed and prepaved unto every good word and work.
By taith we abide in Chrift.  But, [aith Chrift, Ile that a-
bidetir in me and I is him, the fame bringeth forth wmuch
fruit: for withont me, that ie, while you are not abiding in
m@¥ ye cait do nothing. In a word, faih in Chrift is the
firft inftance of genuine obedience to God’s commandments,
that is ever found in any of fallen mankiod ; and the diligeut

fludy
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ceflarily follows; as the efedt Lollows its caufe,
2. It is (o, becaule our obedience to it, in fo peculiar
and ('xgdal a mavjer, gives glory to- God.  The glory that
~faith gives to God, is that of the highelt manifcitation of his

name and perfections that wus cver made to his creatures;

namely, the wanifetation thereof in the obedience and death
of Liis eternal Son.  Saving faith is light of the kneawledge of
the glory of God, nat in the works of the old ¢creation, buc
in the face of,‘)'eﬁ)} Chrift.  Again, faith, in a pcculiar man-

ner, gives glory tuGad by its ftedfalt adherence to liz reyeal- |

ed truths, that are foolifhvels to natural men ; and by its firm
p«*rfuaﬁun and hearty emb acing of thole promifes, which 1o
tiie eye of lenle wppear ot unlikely or even impoflible 1o
be fultilled. dbrasam, nut.confidering bis body neav diad, wor
i yet the deadncfs of Sarah’s wemb, flaggired not at the promife,
Lt awas frong in faith, grving glory to God. Faith is remark-
able as it is of all the praces of the Spirit the moft feil-emp-

tying s Its conftunt wnd invariable language is, That it has
nothing in itlelf, or inthe creature; but all in him whom it
logks to and axpprehcnd‘f. Some would have it to be 4 term
or condition, giving us a claimeor title to Chrift and his fale

the natural eye, it regards no itlelly it regards wotling bue
its glorious objeet.  Talk they, fays faith, of the ;'mtfom’.?
ance of terms or conditions; God forbud thar T lhenld glory,
fave in the fulfilmeot of the candition of the covenant of
- grace by him who (a1, when he was dying on the crofl, 17

15 FINISHED. This is that fnifhed work by wiich God was
{fo eminently glurm'd on carth, and trom whieh, [ alone ex.
| peét pardon and peice with Gsad, grace aud glory, awld every

gotpel, whicli is, Thae tise loftine/s of men may e //a\; ¢ dawn,
L ard

' Rudy of acceptable obedience to all his commandments ne-

vation. But faithitlelf abliors the acrogant pretention, Like

good thivg,  Thuy aith b fulls in widh the great delipa of 8 é

e et . s W, e e
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-and the hauzhtiefs of men srade lsw; and that toe Lord alone
may be exalted.

We may now add fome fthort imprevmen: of the fubje&..

1. From what has been iaid we may learn how precious and
-neceffary faith is, as it it our cbedience to God's great com.-
mandment : by it we are made partakers of precious Chrift,
aod of the precicus promites. Hence the apoflle caillsit preci-
ous faith. 2 Pet. . 1. Simon letery a fervant and an ap:file of
Fefus Chriy to tiem that kave cltained like precious faith,
threugh the righteoufiefs cf our God and Saviour Feius Crrifl
You need not wonder, then, that the minifters of the gnipel
infit fo much upon the duty of believing on the Son of God;
upon the ablolute neceflity of it, upon the nature, the grounds,

and warranes of it.  We ounty delire you te judge by the foul-
lowing text in what degree this fubject ought to engage your
attention. Jchn iii. 36. Hle that belizverh on the Son bath ever-
lafiing life : and be thar bilicweth not the Son Jlall nit jec life :
but the awrath of God abideth cn bim.

2. Hence we (re what is our ggeat bulinefs under a gof-
pel difpenfation. It is to believe on the name of Jefus Chrift
the Son of God. It is to accept of the free grant of eternal
life in him. You are this moment either believing, or de-
fpifing and rejeéting ir. If you now belicve, you will be flu-
dious of thefe thirgs which we Lave confidered as included in
the duty of believing. Ye wili be endeavouring to know
what is taught in the word concerning Chrift and his falva.
tion ; to have your heart fubjecled to the authority of God
fpeaking in his word; to make a belicving application of
‘Chrilt to yourfelyss in-particular; to make a profeflion of
QOUT faith to God, io yeur own fouls, and before the world;
to have yeur faith eftablifhed and increaled; to be diligent
in the ulc cf means; and yet to afcribe the beginning, thef,

continuance,
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eontinuaniee, and the inereale of your faith, emircly to the
dimighty eperasion o the Holy Spivits sckoowledging thae
e praife of all h:f,‘fo;zgq to rich, tree, and {oveeisn grace,
To you that beliese Chrift is precions: ye are like the mev-
chane, fecking gcm/%' pearls, avhe, when be bad found one prarl
o gredt price, went and fld all that e had ani voupht it. Yo
are counting allthings but lefs and dung, that ye may win
Chrifl, and be _/’c/:mi inbim, net Laviny your own righteoufune/s
whichisof the latw, bat that avbich is threwah the fuith of Chrifly
the vightcoufug)s /w/.:f':‘b isof God by faith..—But we have too
much caufe vy {/;pp,rs,henci that, o :he bulk of povlons under
the outward (livoenfation of the word, Cieit® v a flese of
Sflumblizg and [ock of offence. 'This has been to¢ e 0 far-
mer ages ; ar/d furely e have reafou to fear that it is very
much {o at prefent, when there is {uch a maniiett declendin
from the wird of Chrift both in profeflion and pradtice,
Wheretore '/Lhm‘e is too much ground to addrefs ourfelves to
unbc}ievers/: as being the greater part of our hearer.. Wel,
Sis, fince [you perfitt in defpiling aud rejeéting the Son of
God, we mhuft deal faithfully and plainly with you: we muft
tell you thjut we have Licavy tidings to yeu: you are condem-
ned already ¢ the awrath of God abideth on you., Becaufe ye fet
at nought|all kis counfil, and will bave none of bis riproof, he
T tlxrcat/ming that he will laugh at ysur calamity, and meck
when y;mr fear cometh, But you will fay, Whercin have

we delyifed Chrift ! Some of you are not athamed to proclaim
that yo/J do fo, by your open profanity, by your horrid oaths, .
"your Sabbath-breaking, drunkennefs, and the like, But, o i
you, e have rione of thefe things to reprozch ourfelves
with.| We are {ober honeft people.  Buc if ye can habitual.
ly bc:r/o!d fuch tranfureflors, without feeling either compaflion
for tlJ/;eir fouls, or concern for the dagrant dithonour they do
10 God; alas! what are ye better than they ! Are not ma-

ny
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ny of you in your licirts mere worldlings, who, provided
you can get fuch worudly things as your hearts are fet upon,
care nothing for the word and ordinancesof Chrift { You are
ealled honeft : but you are not truly fo, vnlefs you are ftudy-
ing to give God his due as well as your neighbour. [f/éea
Fatber, lays God, avbere is mine honcur 2 and if I be maicr,
where is my fear? Do not many of you negleét fecret prayer,
that is, retiring to a fvcret place, and employing fome time
in prayer cvery evening and every morning ! Do not many
ef you, who are heads of families, negle@ family-worflip?
Bat fuy you, We perform thele duties; and are reguiar
church-members. Outward chiurch-memberihip s no certain
evidence of true faith: and mary go the round of dutics out-
vwardly, whofe hearts are otherwiie engaged. Iia, xxix. 13.
This prorle draw near e awith their mouth, and avith their
(ips do Forcur me, but bave vemoved thiir beart fur from raz.
iut fuy you, We Luve had great conviélions and concern a.
bout cur guilt and dunger: So had Cain, Judas, and many
olhers who are now in bl But you add, that your heart
is wonderfully changed: You may get another heart, like
bauly and yet never get the new heart.  The ftony-ground
hearers, no doubr, thought they had wndergone a wonder-
ful change, when they received the word with joy and en-
durcd for a while: But they were firangers to a faviry
«hange.  But you itfift, that you cannot help thinking, that
fince you have {o many good things about you, it is hard that
vou fhould not be allowed to be true belicvers, Take heed
J«ft what ycu call your good things be not, like the young
man’s great pofiefiions, the fatal occafion of an eternal part-
ing between Curitt and you. You have been brought not
only to civility and {obriety, but tothe practice of religious du-
ties, to conviétion, and to fome delight in hearing the word :
all thic is well in itfelf. Yet you lack one thing.  You have
. not
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not beem brought to quit and forfake all in point of truft
cr dependence, and to come away ftript of all your du-
ties, conviltions, frames, and good qualifications, as a poor
{inner, to take up your reft in the name of Chrift as the Lord
your righteouinefs. You allow that you ought to renounce
the fins yuu are confcious of, but you cannot think of rencunc-
ing your own righteonfnefs as filthy rags. You have been trous
bled about feveral fins, but not about yobelief, or your not
believing the record of Gud concerning bis Sor, whereby ye
have madeGod a liar *. You are entertaining a conceit of your -
own ability to believe at any time; and hence you delay the
work of believing from day to day. Yet after all your ob-
ftinacy in rebellion, the voice cf the 8on of God is to you : .
the gofpel-grant of him(elf and his whole falvation is to you.
Y0 you is the word of this falvatisn fent. Chrifl is faying to .
you, “ My Fatber giveth you the true bread from heaven, that
* each of you may eat thereof and not die. Hearten to me, ya
“ flout-bearted, that are far firom rightzoufacfs, I bring near
““my rightcoufnefsy, and my [a/vation fball wot tarry.,+ Behold .
L 2 ¢ me.

* Unbelief refufeth the only remedy, and therefore maft needs -
caufe deftruction. He thathath not the Son, hath rotlife,-1 John v. 12.
Befides unbelief is a fin againit thc moral law, not believing the vera-
city, nor trufting in the promife of God. He that believeth not God
hath made him a liar, becaufe he believeth not the vecord that God.
gave of his Son. It is contrary to love and thankfulne(¥, deRifing the
riches of the grace of God. It i; contrary to repentance ; na¥y impli~
eth the greateft love of, and obftinacy in fin. It carrieth the great.
eft contempt of God, his Son, aud fpiritual things; and fheweth, that
men choofe their lufts, and creatures, rather than God, though with
the lofs of their fouls. It, therefore, greatly angravates man’s other
fins, and haftens his condemnation. So that unbelicf doth not condemn
as being difobedience to u new command, but as it is abicach of the
moral law, as it binds on all other fins, and as ic refufeth pardon. *t
Lutherus Relivivus, P, 125, . 5
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‘“‘me as the propitiation for your fins, behold me as Thr.
““ LORD YOUR KIGHTEOUSNESS. I am ftretching forth my
“ hand all the day long to a difobedient and gainlaying peo-
“ple: I am ftill faying to you, Behold me, behold mr I
"¢ would gather you asahen gathiereth Ler chiickeus uader her
*“wings, Come then to trult uuder my wings: Whe-
‘““ther you have bren more grols a SEE PRI
“ Corinthians had been, mentionedin t Cor. ¢ s0. or
““ more {pecions, as Paul had bcen betore his converlion;
““ whatever you are or have been, being finuers of A-
“‘ dam’s family, that now hear this call, you are welcome to
““me: Believe that I awill not caft you out. Believe that 1
“ am and v i}l be that 1o . am Jeclared to be in
““ the word of the gofpel: That 1 an 2 d will be to you a
“ Prieft 1o bear ali your iniguity, that you may never have to
‘““ bear it; that in me you may have peace: That I am and
““ wiil be to you a Propliet, to inake you wife unto {alvation s
*“ That I am and will be to you a King, to iliy the enmity of
*“ your hearts, to make you my willing people ; to make you
““ freeindeed. Unlefs ye believe that I am and will be toyou
“ what | amn declared to be in the word, ye fhall die in your
“ fins; ye thall perith eternally. Hear,andyour fouls fhalllive.”
‘Thus you fee Cnrift is very hearty in making a free of-
fer and grant of himfel' and all falvation to you as finners,
Aad it is the great commandment of his Father, which was
proclaimed by a voice from the excellent glory, that ye fheuld
bear him: a voice out of the cloud on the mount of 1ranshi-
guration, {aid, 7'4is is my beloved Som, in ahom I am avell
pleafed : hear ye Lim.  And this is bis commandment, thai ave
Soould bilieve on the rame of bis San Tefus Chrifi.  The Holy
S pirit aljo [aithy To day if ye will bear bis woice.  And the
&pirit and the bride fay, Come, Andlet bim that heareth fay,
Come,  Aud let hbim that is atkirfls comes  And awhofoever
" will,
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awilly lot bim take the avater of life freely, It istiue, a day

of fupernatura) almighty power is neceflary to believe in a
faving manner, But we are to diltinguifh between the real
putting forth of that power in our cafe, and the diftinét or
or comfor le fenfe or iceiing of 1. O finner, if thou are
at length verily perfuaded, that God, in this wuid »f fuith
which we preach, which is in thy mouth and in thy heart,
is at this mument giving thee his well-beloved Son and all
his falvation; and if thou art now taking up thy eternal refk
upon this blefled gift and grant; krow affuredly, tLat tnere
is & real putting forth of that fupcrnatural power towards
thee; there is a cord caft forth from the heart of everlaft-
ing love, fo. dirawing thee to itlelf; whether i be fenfibly
felt, or not. But hold on in eflaying the exercife of this
faith, looking up to hins who alone is the ftrength of thy
life; and by the fruits thou fhalt know, that it is the true.
grace of God wherein thou ftandcfl.

DISCOURSE VL

3 Joan iii. 23,

This is bis commandment, that we fhuuld BELTE W E on the
same of his Son Jesus CHRIsT. \

THE dorine of falvation by faith in Chrifk Jefus, has of-
ten been objefted to as relaxing our obligation to goed

| works. Some have thought the moft proper way of obvi.
- ating this objetion was, to reprefent fuith itfelf as being, in
" Ite formal mature, a cordial fubjeition to the laws and go~

vernmeat

s il Y %
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- vernment of-Chrift, and as a compound of holy tempers a/nd
qualifications.  But this is only pretending to obviate an /ob-
jection by a grofs milreprefentation. For if the Holy Spirit
had meant fuch a fubjedtion, or fuch a compound, he 10\\ld

have uled fome other word or phrafe, fuch as love, repent-
ance, the fear of the Lord, any of which are much ﬁemr
adapted to fuch a meaning, than the word faith or &elaev-
ing. And then, according to fuch a rcprcfentatmq, faith
covld ucver b pofed, as it is, to all our works oq obedi-
ence. By grace are ye faved, through faith,—not of warks.
The Scripture takes a quite different way of anfwering the
objeftior under confideration ; wbich is, not by reprefent-
ing faith as, if its formal nawsre, a fubjedtion or obedience
to the laws of Chrifk, but by fhewing that faith, while it is
itfelf onz inftance ~f obedience, is {ufficient, by virtue of the
grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, which it apprehends, to bring
us to every other inftance of obedience : and that the feveral
branches of holine(s are fruits of faith ; fruits which, in their
place, are no lefs neceflary to our feeing the Lord, than
faith iifelf. The apoftle James, in the feco;fd chapter of
his epiftle, teacheth us the neceffity of good works, not by
reprefenting them as conftituting faith, or included in it, but

by fhewing, that they are infeparable fruit/sland evidences
of it. 1 will, fays he, fbew thee my faith by my works. It
is not more neceffary that faith fhould be /At all, than that
it thould be Productive of the fruits of new obedience.  You
may as well fuppofe that, according to the eftablifbed conrfe
of nature, the fun may rife upon our hemifphere, without

diffufing light, as fuppofe that true faith Zan be in any foul,

witBout being accompanied with fuch fryite or EFFECTS, as
we are now going tc enumcrate, /

1. Wherever this faith is, it produceth peace, hope, and
/ jOY.

/
/
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joy. ‘There is no genuine or lafting peace to the foul of
man, but what is attained by the faith of Chrift. Perfons
may f{eem for a time to have psace of mind arifing from
fome conceit or vaiu opinion of their own righteoulnefs.
Bat fince this pretended righteoufne(s of theirs is, in reality,
no righteoufnels, but a want of conformity to the law, par-
ticularly, in the principle from which it proceeds, and in the
end to which it is dire@ed; fince their fuppoled peace is
grounded on a falfe notion that God will account that righ-
teoufnels, which his law does not account fuch, and that he
will adjudge them to life, whom his holy and righteous law
adjudges to death ; fince they think that God is altogetber
fuch an one as themfelves; they will find, in a little, when
confcience fhall be awakened, and they will no longer be a-
ble to fhut out the truth concerning the holinefs and inflexi-
ble juftige of God from ikeir minds, that what they called
their peace was but a delufive and fatal fecurity ; under
which they flattered themfelves in their iniquity, and /req-
[ured up to thewrfelves wrath againft the day of awrath and re-
velation of the righteous judgment of God. But the righie-
oufnels of Curift, apprebended by faith, affords true and e-
verlafting peace with God, and peace of coufcience : for
well may that give us peace of confcience which gives full
fatisfa@ion to the demands of law aund juftice, which re-
moves all the grounds of difference between God and us,

- and with which God has, by the molt glorious demonftra-

i« tions, declared himfelf well pleafed. The righteouflnefs of

Chrift, apprehended by faith, aflords alfo the hope of eter-
ngl life, awbichr God, who cannot lie, promifed before the world

~began. Faith fays concerning Chrift, He is our peace ; gur

hipe. While faith fees tiue promife, and is perfuaded of

~it, and embraces it; hope waits and looks for its accom-

[

I
3

L

- plifiment.  While faith regards eternal life as already curs

‘iR
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ey

in the promile; hope regards it as what will be ours in the

accomplithment of the promife. Faith and hope, according
to their mealure, caufe joy to fpring up in the heart. Rom.
XVe 13. Noaw the God of hepe fiil you with joy and peace in
beliecving, 1 Vet. i, 8. In avbom, though now ye lee him nct,
get believing, ye rejoice with joy unfpeakable and full of ylory.

There i8 a jov refulting immediately from faith’s views of

eternal life as ours in the promile, as well as from the {enfi-

ble experience of the begun accomplithment of the promife.
Faith, appropriating faith, being ever produ@ive of peace
and joy, is oppaled to all trouble and perturbation of imind :
Hence the difciples, under perplexity, are direéted to this
faith: join xiv. 1. Let not your keart be troubled : ye belicve
in God, believe alfo in me. By this faith the Plalmift ftrug.
gled againft all his difquieting thoughts: Plal. xli. 11,
Why art thou caft dowwn, O my foul? avhy art thou difguieted
within me? Hope i d, for I fhallyet praif: bim ; he is the
bealth of my counteriiier, wad vy GoF .
2. Wherever this {245, 7 1 L= true bolinels in
heart and life. We are fandtified by the jasip that isin Ghriff.
Faith in the blood of Chrift, by purging the confcience trom
dead works, and making it good, purifies the heart unto the
unfeigned love of God and man: 1 Tim. i. 8. Noaw sthe end
of the commandment is charity, or love, out of a pure heart ;
and of a good conmfcience ; and of fasth unfeipncd, Faith, by
the view that it gives us of the law as in Curitk reconciled
to us, reconciles us to the law, and makes us take it for our
companion, cur guide, and cor familiar friend.  Again, faith
unites us to Chrift, and opens a communication between the
inexbauftivle foloefs of grace in him and our emptinels,
which istobe continued till our {ovls he entirely conformed to
the image of Chrifk: Faith is the mean of continuing as well
as of beginuing this communication: for Chiift dwells in the
hearts

-
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Hearts of his people by faith : and by the exercife of faith,
they attain more and more experience of this {upernatural
and heavenly communication, enabling them to fuy, accord-
g to their varicus mealures, OQut of his fulnefs have all we
received, even graee for grace ; that is, grace in us anfwera.
ble in nature or kind, vo that grace, of which there is an
unmeafurable fulnels in iim: as we have by nature cotrup-
tions in us, anfwerable to all that corruption which appeared
in the fift Adam'’s breach of tiie covenant of works.
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But to be more explicit, we may take a view of fome
parts of that difpofition and pradtice, which neceffarily be-
long to true holinefs, and which ncver can be attained but by
faith on the Son of God.

1. Love to Chrift is the immediate effeét of this faith.
Becaufe faith is fuch an apprchenfion of the love of Chrift to
us poor finners, as cannot fuil, according to the meafure of it,
to make us love him who firft loved us: fo the poor wo-
man’s believing apprehenfion of much being forgiven her,
canfed her to love much: and becaule the believer fees him in
his beauty and lovelinefs ; and has alfo gut a new capacity, a
new heart to relith that lovelinefs and beauty, 1 Pet. 1, 8. # 4ors
having not jeen, otherwile than by faitih, pe lve. This love
is exercifzd in a fuperlative efteem of him: 1 Pet, ii. 7.
To you awno beliewe he is precious : and in our defire being to-
wards him, towards more and more acquaintance with him,
towards more and more manifeftations of his love, towards
more and niore conformity to Lis image. laiah xxxvi. 8, 9.
The defire of" our fouls is to thy name, and to the remembrance
of thee. With my jiul have I defired thee in the night, und
with my [pirit cvithin me will I feck thee carly.  This love is
exerciled in fpiritual-mindednels. Love to Chrift, as an ob.
Jeé't apprchendcd by faith only, is quite a different thing

from
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Tron that love which “.erfons may pretend to have fa/rhim,
refulting from imaginary idcasor reprefentations i tlje mind
of his Luman nature, whether in a ftate of l'uﬁ'erit/g ot of
exaltation ; refulting from the agreeable fenfations fhat are
excited by mufic or pilures ~»y way employed in devotic....
al exercifes; or refulting from the prelumptuous and blaf-
phemous notion, that throvgh Chrift it is hecov,'he fafe or

~ without darger to continue in any fin; or refulting from a
carnal profpect of wordly profity eale, pleafure,, or prefer-
~ ment under the profeflion of his name. Pretcn@/cd love to
Chrilt under any of thefe notions is, in reality, ‘nothing but
the carnal mind’s attachment to its own idcl,  Jjuu they that
traly love Chrift are fpiritually minded: they love Chrift
according to the whole of ais bleffed name, according to
the whole reprefentation that be gives of Limfelf i his owi
word ; the eyes of their undertanding being/eniightcncd by
- his Spirit to apprehend that reprefentation in A fpiritual man-
ner: they love him as Immanucl, God o the;’lir nature ; they
love Lim as made of God to them wi{'don/,/, and righteout-
nefs, and fanétification, and 1‘cdempti(m./ The foul that
loves him is fecking his face: no worldl/y enjoyments, no

duties, means, or outward privileges, will/conteut that fou!;
-

/

nothing but Chrift himfelf. ]
2. Another infeparable attendant of krve faith in Chvif,

is our love to one another. Hence thpy are juined roge-
ther in the texts This is his cmﬂmmm’mm,/, that :we/Zzou/d bz-
licve on the name of his Son, Jejus C/Jri/z’,/ and (swe one anslier,
as be gave us commandment.  ‘I'he perf/lm who has truly be-
lieved the rruth of the golpel, has got/fuch a view of it in
its nature, beauty, and lulkre, as has'/eﬁl;é‘tually captivated
his heart ; {o that now he cleaves to the trath ia love, and
to the brethicen for the truth’s fake, lnvhich dwelleth in thewm,
2 Johu 4. This love is exercifed i/\ deliguiing in any con-
| f formity
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formity to Chrift that we oblerve in others, on the belicv~

-

N
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ing confideration of their relation to Chrift; in taking de:- . -

light to thew them kindnels on that account; and in our fym-
Fathy with thew in their teials and temptations,
8. Another infeparable attendant of troe faith is repent- -
ance, or the foul’s turning from fin wato God.  Clrift is fet:
forth in the gufpcl as a Savicar from fin as well as from.
wiath: apd the promife, which isin him Yea, and in him -
Amen, is a promife of deliveraice from fin ; and therefore
by the appropriating faith of Chrift as our Saviour, and of the
promile in him, the foul troly -departs from fin: Faith's
views of the reconciled face of God in Chrift fill 1he foul with
fhame and felf-ablorrence on zeconnt of fin ; Ezek. xvi. 63.
Téat thit mayefl remember and be confognded, and never open
thy mouth any more, bocaufe of thy fhame, when I am pacified to-
wards thee for all that 1h.u lap done, faith the Lord God : and
XXXVi. 30 Then fhail ye remember your own evil ways, and
your doings that avcre not goid, and fhall lothe yourfelves in -
Jour own fipht for your iniquities, and for y.ur abominations:
and alfo with godly forrow for (io, Zech. xii. 10, They fall
J.0k upon me whom they bave picrced, and they fbadl mourn fur
bim as one risurnctiy for an anly fon ; and fhall be in bitterne/s
Jor bim, as one 1hat is in bitternefs for a firjl bors. - Accord-
g to our faith in the death of Chrift for us, as meritoriouf--
ly and virtually the crocifixion of our old man, and the
death of fin in us, fo will we be diligent and fuccefsfl in -
the exercile of mortifying fin. The fight of the Lord’s
people againft' fin is 1he good fighr of faits: their enemies.
are lults that avar againf? the foul, aided and fkirred up by
Saran and the world, Believers are in themfelves without:
rength, and an eafy prey to the leaft of thefe enemies;
ot by faith in him who is the Captain of their falvation,
Wiey are made firoeg out of weaknefs, wvax valiant in the fighty
M and
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and turn to flight the armies of their jpiritual enemics. Thus
f1ith makes the foul turn trom fn, treac it as its worft ene-
my, and employ the grace and ftrength of Chrift for put-
ting it to death, or for its vtter dcftrudtion.

4. Patience under the crofs is allo the fruit of this ap-
progriatiog taith. By that fuith which refts on the promi‘e,
a:d cmbraces the good things of it as the greatelk realities ;
which makes diftant things ncar, and future things prefent; the
wal wiits with compofure and trananility under teafinle dif-
couragemants and delays of the antwer of prayer. He tbae
believeth szall not mai: bafe. Under afiliction, it is by the
faich of the proanle in Carift, that the Lord gives his peo-
ple more and more of that paticace, wherein they poficis
their fouls; wazrem, with Mules, thy cbasfe ruther to Juf~

Jer afliition with the poiplz of God, thaa to enfry the pleafures
of fin [ra fearin; wiorziathey chooie rather to be of ax
buwmbiz [pirit avith the hywly, than to divide tbe fpril with the
proad; vather ty have their fpirit-brought dowa to their lot,
thaa to have their lot broushr up to tueir tpiric. There is
no true patience but wihet s the fruit of this appropriating
faith; and we can bave s more ot the former than we
have of the latter : Hence we find them frequently joived
tugether, Heb. vi. va. Be uot flabful, but follorers of them
wbe tarongb fairh and patience inberit the promifes. Rev. xiii'.
5Q. Here is the paticnze and faith of the faiuts.

§. Another fruit of true faith is a due efteem of the
word as indced the word of God. Job x:iii. 12. 7 bave o=
S eemed the awerds of Fis mouth more than 1y neccffary feod.
The worg is more nccefliry to faith, than outward food is
to the fubLiftence of vur natural life or healths This efteem of
it4s eviderced by commending and magnifyiog the word a-
bove all other things in the world, becaufe there is more of
God to be feen in the word than in all other things; by

feeking
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feeking to have ourfeives and others brought to a willing
fubjection to its anthority ; by defiring and endeavouring to
attain more and more knowledge of it, and contormity to it;
by our ufing it as the only ruletodire@ ushow to glorify agd
enjoy God, as afiording the only medicine {or the healing of
our fouls, the only armour for our defence againft our {piritual
euemies, aud the only effectual comfort in our affli Sion, |

6. Another fruit of true faith is prayer. As foun as a
perfon believes on the Son of God, it may be faidl of Liim, as
it was {aid of Paul at his converlion, Behold be prayeth. Be-
fore he believed, his praying was bat a lifelgfs form; but
now he prays indeced. He now comies to Gud as his Father
in Chrilt. Faith’s view of the mercics of the new covenant
as {uitable to his cale, as fure, and as’his own marcies in
Chrift, makes him continue to wreftle with God foc the ac-
tual enjoyment of them. Faith kindles a deflire that will
never be (atistizd with aay thing fhort of the King's immedi.
ate prefence.

7. Another fruit of trae faith is a fingle-regard to God's
declarative glory.  While a man is an unbeliever, ‘all he
does proceeds from natural felf as its principle; and as the
ftream cannot rife higher than the fountain, it returns to {eff
as its end. Buat being united to Chrift by faith, he begins
to a& from a fupernatural principle, and to a {uperaatural
end, even to the glory of God. 8o far as he is a believer,
he is delivered into the mould of the exhortation i 1 Cor. vi.
20. Y arc nat your 6wn: ye are baught asith a price: there-

Sores ghorify God in your body and in your [pirit avhich are
God's. They wio live by Chrift will live to bbn. 2 Cor,
V. t4. For the love of Chriff confiraineth us, becanfe exc thus
Judge, that, if one dicd for ally then wverz a!l dead: and that
‘he died for all, that they ewbo live Mhould not benceforth live
‘#nto thomfelves, but wute hiniwvbo died for them and refe again,

And
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d here we may obferve, that an honelt defire and endea~
Vour to glorify Chrift, by a fuitable confeflion of his name,
of Lis truths and ordinances, efpecially of thofe that are pe<
euliarly dilregarded and trampled on by the generation a-
moy whom we live, are allo the (ff=¢t of this appropriate
ing faith.  As foon asa man believeth with the heart vato
rigatcoufnefs, he maketh confelliu with the mouth uato
falvation. As foam a2 the ey < the crofs became a believe
1, 1t became a cmfe’ L Wb Cunine David's faith made
Liv one too: Plal. oxviii. 28, Theu art my God, and I will

praif: thee: my God, I auill exalt the:.

Bat who c1n recount the noble a&s of this precious faith ?

%2 tave anillutrions group of them in the eleventh chapter

t.f the epiftle to the Hebrews, which you may perufe in this
view at your leifure. There never was, nor is, nor fhiall be,
in‘any of the fallen yollerity of Adam in all their gencra-
tions, the leaft fpark of genuine love to God, or to man for
his fake, or any faving orace, or a& of new obedience, b

Avhat is vo be regirded as proceeding from this heavenly and
dapernatural priaciple, |

Here we may sdd a word in anfwer to tle queflion,

~AVhen does faith bring Torth thefe fruits?

Po &t beging to bring forth fruit as foon as it exifts in the
foul. ltis ever attended with all the cilier gruces of the
Spirit, fuch as, love, humility, the fear of the Lord, godly
forrow for fin, patience. Fach of thefe jsin the believing
foul, if ngt in 2&ual and fenfible exerctle, yet in the habit
and difpefition towards that exercife : and that habit or dift .
pofition, as foon as implanted, will, (except perhaps in the
‘cafe of infants), b2 carried forth into fume s&s, more or
lefs. Ience the zpoftle fays ¢o. the Coloflians, The gefpel
brinzetk furs frait in gou, from the day that ye beard, and
- knew
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dnew the grace of God in truth., When a perfon is brought
“to-a veal faith in.Jefus Chrift, he no longer delays repent.
ance, and the ftudy of clofe walkiny with God: He makca
‘hafte, and delays not 1o keep God's commandments,

2. It perfeveres in bearing tlefe fruits unto the end, As
the being of true faith, wherever it is, can nevcr fail, by
reafon of our Lord's prefervation of ir, and interceffion for
ity John vis 40. Luke xxii. 31. fo it fhall never alvogether
ceale to bear fruit: Jeremish xvii. %, 8. Blefed is the man
that trufleth in the Lord, avbsfe hope the Lord ise  For he fhall
be asr a trea plamted by the awaters, and that [preadeth sut bor
roots by the river, axd foall n.t fec awhen leat cometh, but ber
deaf jhall be green, and fhall not be careful in the year ¢f
(Aroapht ; meitker fhall ceaft from yi-lding fruit. It brings
forth froit in profperity, as it did in Jehofhaphat, when his
heart was lified up in the righteous ways of the Lord; in
advcrﬁty; Habakkok iii. 17, 18.; in defertion, Ifai, viiis
-X7.; undet a fenfe of the power and prevalency of indweil-

ing in, Rom. vii. 23, 24, 25.; uader the affavlts of Sataa’s =

temptarions, Ephef. vi. 16.; under the enjoyment of puh-
lic ordinances, Ezek. xx, 40. Heb. x. 25 ; uader the 'vant
of them, Plal, Ixxxiv. v, 2, 3. ; in lmng, Gal. ii. 20.; and
in dying, Heb. xi. i3.

From what Las been faié we may learn, that the only -

genuine faith%s that which brings forth good fruit. O Chrif-
tain, though you may not undeiftand how to anfwer all the

“hj=€lions of an artful difputer of this world, yet you may

tertainiy know that your faith is urfeigned and of the right
fort, if it be the cale, that, according to the mealure of vour
faith, your love to Chrift and delight in his word, and in his
people for bis fake y you arc refolute in ftriving ago'nft fin,
and patieat under aflliltion; you are eyeing felf lefs, and

God's
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more. He that abideth in me, {ays

3% Clmﬁ' and I :\v biwm, /be farze bringeth forth much fruit,

. We have alfo feerf that true peace of coufcience is attain.

. ed by faith in the bloyd of Chrift, and infeparably accompan-

ied with the fruits of holinefs. Let us remember that true
peace of confcience fis not attained by our duties, by relolu-
tions, or endeavours| to do hetter.  This is only attempting

“ to get the wound of/ our fouls healed by the law. Whatever

clofing of che woun/k may feem tob: attained in this way, we
may be fure, it will break out again in a more terrible and
defperate manuer/ than ever. All that is ever attained in this
way is but a hea!,‘ng of the wound flightly : a faying, Peace,
peace, while thdre is no peace: nor can it be otherwife,
fince the prctcnded righteounfnefs, on which it is attempted to
be built, is no rlghteou(nefs Ifrael, awbich followed after the
lanw of righteoufuefs, bath not attained to the law of rightesufnefs.
Wherefore ® becanfe they fought it not by faith, bat, as it were
by the works of the law. Going absut 1o ¢flablifh our own

‘righteaufnefs is juftly to be accounted the moft heinous of all
~ provocations ; as it is a faying, That Chrift is dcad in vain:

Goed's curfe is upon all the peace, or rather prefumptuouns fe-
curity, which men attaio in this legal way. For as many as
are of the works of the law, are under the curfe. But we fay,
teue peace of confcience 15 attained by faith in the blood of
Chrift, cr by refting in this gofpel declaration, That Chrift is
our peace, who hath made peace by the blos# of his crofs.
Aud this peace cannot take effe& on the confcience, withont
bringing us to the ftudy of univerial obedience to God’s com-
inandments. For the blood of Chrift, who threugh the -e-- -
ternal Spirit offered himfelf without (ot unto Gud, purgeth
our confcience from dcad works to ferve the living God.
From dead worksg. shat is, from the charge which the law 1
brings againft us of works deferving cternal death. Nothing "
| | is
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‘is to be accounted the purgation of the confcrence by tbe%h
fwbod of Chrilt alone, which does not lead to the diligent andty Nz
" dehghtful fervice of the living God. Let us be on our ghard ‘
“againft a falfe peace : it is the ruin of muliitudes in the vi-
“ﬁble church ; and never in any period of che churcl was it
?p.more epidemical plague, than in our day. The hlgh»tmnd-

ed carriage of profeﬁ‘ors, and their contempt of the mesys

of reformation,. proclaim this to be the cafe. Their obfti-

nacy in backﬂndmg courfes, declares that thcy hold faft de-
ceit.

From what has been faid we may learn, that we are to
account that only to be true holinefs which is a fruit of faith
in Chrift, and which is received by faith out of bis fulnefs.

‘A believer does not account himfelf to have already 2:tain.
ed; he can fee nothing in his attempts to perform duties, but
deficiency and defilement: while legalifts are oftentatioufly
difplaying their feemiug attaioments; their knowledge,,
their frames, their experiences, the re@itunde of their con-
dudt, and the benevolence of their hearts. When they hear-
a perfon bewailing the bitter experience he has of the deep-
rooted and prevailing enmity againft God and his ways, that
is ftill ip his heart; they are ready to blefs themfelves,
thinkin_  .titisnot fo bad with them. But, believer,
let not this tempt thee to return to them; that is, to go _.
back to the law of works. So far ac you are {eeking holi- - X
nefs in the way of believing in Jefus Chrifk for it, er truft- o
ing that he will give it you freely for his name’s fake, yon
are in the only way in which God will ever blefs any of the
children of fallen Adam with true belinels,  Stumble not at
the proud boafticg of legalifts 3, for when they tatk of holi-
nefs, they underftand neither what they {ay, ﬂor whereof

" they affirm. Thy groans on acconnt of indwelling corrup~
tion, thy eagsr looks to the promife in Chrift as all thy hoge,
: kthy
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aud to adhere to all the truths aad Ways of God without £x.

ceptivn, are affuredly accepted i the Beloved, while the

“moit fpiendid and celebrated virues of jhe felf-righteons, are

471 abomination to the Lord. ;Q'. |

~ From what has been faid , we may Inm the md ifpenfibie
ocefity of ho! linefs o good worksin lmn;‘& members. God
is looking for holinefs, o aregard to all hisurdivances and
commacdments, as the fruit of all that he does for them, and
works ia thew.  Gofpel hearers, tuke Leed left he have

nothing to fay of you ot laft, but that when be louked thee

you fhoutd pa e brought forth grapes, hie found that yoa had
wreaphie forch wild grapes.  Rewember that the Hufband-
man is taking away foch as, beiny in Chrift by profeflion oa-
ly, bear no frine.  Let the cule @f the barren branches,
which aie 1o be cafl inco the fige and burned, fir j}ou up to
{eck vrion dnd fellow Giip with the Son of God, tiat ye may
M ﬁfu‘! w/is the frauits of rfgl*f:aujﬁ;ji, which are by Jju.;
Ui o6 the gliry and praife of God.

EN L.
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