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PRETFACE

THI S acccunt of fome Religious Cha-

racters of the Times was pudlifbed
Jfome years ago Britain, 17 is now re-
pr zm‘ea' as [uitable to the flate of religion in
this country. He n.uff be a ﬂralzger indeed
in the Church of Chrifty who is not fenfible
how much thefe charallers abcund. Others,
no lefs com‘rary to frund dofirine and the
power of godlinefs, might have been pointed
out ; but z‘/)c_’/é are je/eé?m’ becaufe they are
fuc/) as the many in this gencratzm either
boqﬁ of, or confider as harmlefs. The reader
s not to expect a_full difcuffion of the varicus
Subjells bere treated of, but only fuch an
explanation of fome prevailing cvils as may
be helpfu! to Chriflians in their endeavours
to avoid thesnt.

The form of dialopue was chofeny becaufe
i appmrm’ mo/? convement jor 6rmfrmg lo-
gether a varicty of mifcellaneous remarks,

and for the rgfumz‘zm gf ﬁme opiniors which
are often anentioned in converfution, though
/ eldoir to be tinet with in books.




E S S A Y, &

HE principal religious chara&ers of the prefent

age feem to be, the fathionable Deift, the Tem-

porizer, the felfith Devotee, the Waverer, and the
ferious but defponding Chriftian.

I. THE Dcyh They own the being of Gob,
but deny the divine authority of the feriptures, or
that the Bible teaches the only way in which a finner

can be faved. The caufes of the plentiful growth
of Delfla, feem to be the following:

. leNoraNcEe. Such as rejet Chriftianity with-
out having read the bible with attention, or without
having attained any diftin¢t knowledge of its doc-
trines ; fuch as think ne credit is due to the bible
becaufe fome of the fatts have been reprefented as
contradictory to one another, or fet in a ridiculous
light ; fuch as have fatisfied themfelves with confider-
ing thefe parts only which appeared the molt liable to
exception without ever having taken, or ferioufly
endeavoured to take, a connected view of the whole:
all thefe are Deifts trom ignorance.

2. Pripe. Thofe who, accounting their own
rcafon and virtue fulficient to diret their fteps and
fecure their happinefs, fee no need of a revelation
for thele purpofes ; who reject revelation becaufe it
i3 not communicated to as many as they think pro-

per,—to the ancient heathens, or modern Indians ;
A who




2 Effay on the Religious

who will not yield their aflent to the doctrines of it,
becaufe they are fuch as reafon could never difcover,
nor when difcovered account for; who, in fine, reject
the’ bible, becaufe it expofes the weaknefs and de-
pravity of human nature: all thefe are Deifts from
pride.

3. Vicious habits and difpofitions in general,
Thofe wlo think fome other plan of morality more
conducive to the happinefs of man than than which
is laid down 1n the {criptures ; 'whe imagine the fpi-

itval exercifes and enjoyments recommended by *’ e
bible, are vain or unattainable; who fancy the _ s
o nced of any other guide in morals than their own
tafte, or feelings ; who would rather have the {crip-
tures falfe than their own depraved inclinations mor-
‘tified ; who condemn the bible, becaufe the bible
condemns them : all thele are Deilts, for the fake of

their vicious habits and difpofitions.

Vo thefe caufes of infidelity, (befides, what is the
root of them all, the natural enmity of man’s heart
againft the purity of the {criptures,) we may add, the
works of fome elegant writers, and the example of
the greater part of thofe who pique themfelves on
the fuperiority of their tafte, their politenefs, or their
high rank. We do not think that infidelity in itfelf,
is favourable to genius or to good tafte; for it is
truth alone that gives vigour to the one, or ftability to
the other. Senfible of this, fuch writers on the fide
“of infidelity as are any way remarkable for thefe qua-
lities, have always taken care, in the firft place, to
acquire a reputation by illuftrating fome ufeful truths,
which arc indeed perfectly agreeable to Chriftianity ;
but which they have attempted, by oblique refletti-
ons or by fatyrical hints, to contrait with fome part
of Chriftianity.

I1 is another caufe of the prevalence of Deifm in
the prelent age, that many who are called Chriftians,
do not recelve the truths and ordinances of the bible

as
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Charaller of the Times. 3
as from God : they confider them as harmlefs things
belonging to the religion - of their country ; but they
cannot fe€ it any way neceffary to adhere very ftrictly
to them, or to engage in the zealous defence of them.
They do not mean, for their part, to fuffer for the
¢caufe of Chrift. It is enough for them to hold a kind
of {fyftem of natural religion, with which while they
amufc themfelves, they more and more lofe fight of

“of the evidence of Chriftianity. For when men have

been long obftinate in rejeting his word, he at laft
fuflers them to wander vainly in their own council,
Pfal. Ixxxi. 11, 12."

. Tur Sadducees, who were the Deifts pfthe Jewith
nation, never became very numerous till a little be-
forc the laft deftruction of Jerufalem.- The general
prevalence of Deifm ought to alarm Chriftian king-
doms and commonwealths. |

AS Lorenzo and Lelius, in a fummer morning,
were taking a walk in {fome fields belonging to the
former, and were enjoying that freedom of converfa-
tion which naturally arofe trom the fincerity of friend-
fhip, they at laft came to an eminence, where they
had a full view of Lorenzo’s eftate ; on which he be-
ganh to congratulate himfelf upon the improvements
he had made, the profits he had rcaped or expeéted
to reap, and the refined pleafures which, he faid, he
tafled : ¢ Thefc, are folid enjoyments : thefe are ele-
“ gant fatisfactions.”  I.zlius, thinking he was too
much tranfported with fuch tranfitory things, and that
he was too much like the covetous wretch who ffaid
to himfelf, Sou!, 1ake thine eafe, thou haf? goods laid up
for many years, couid not forbear interrupting his re-
very, and fuggelting a plain, but faithful-and friend-
ly admonition, in the following manner: ~

Larius, There is no doubt, a degree of fatisfac-
tion in thefe things which is lawful ; firft, as they are
inflances of our Creator’s bounty, who giveth us all

| things




4 Effay on the Religious

things richly o enjoy : and, next, as they are the ef-
fects of a commendable induftry, and proofs of fome
attention to the duties of the ftation wherein Provi-
dence hath placed us; for if we have been difpofed and
enabled to make a better ufe and application of our
talents than fome others, the praife is due to that God
who gives us life, and breath, and all things. But we
fhould ftill remeinber that thefe earthly enjoyments
are no fuitable portion to the foul; and that, in alit-
tle, we are to leave them, and to enter into a new ftate
of being in which we have no reafon to look for fuch
fenfible objetts. |
Lor. The Supreme Being wiil, I hope, in a future
ftate be friendly and beneficent, as he is at prefent.
Lz£1. Nothing is more eflential to our idea of God
than this;—That he is one who {delights in virtue or
in righteoufnefs. Hence his favour is annexed to
virtue, and his hatred to vice: which hatred muit
be according to the degree of its object. But how
common is it to fee the man of diftinguifhed wicked-
nefs arrayed in {carlet, and faring fumptuoufly cvery
day; while he who is virtuous, or at leaft far lefs
vicious, Is clothed in rags and oppreffed with pover-
ty : a convincing proof, that it is, by no means, in
proporiion to the abundance and variety of a perfon’s
outward enjoyments, that he fhares in the favour of
God. The Supreme Difpofer of human affairs is of-
ten {feen to indulge a great degree of profperity to
tholc very ftates which he has doomed to a fudden
and fignal deftruction : witnefs Carthage, T'yre, Ba-
bvlon. Hiltory affords examples without number.
In like manner, a perfon may be all his days in afilu-
¢nt circumitances, and yet not be certain but that,
in a future fcene, he may appear to have becn all a-
iong an object of God’s difpleafure. Fven in the or-
dinary courfe of providence, we cannot certainly
cenciude from our profperity to-day, that we fhall
Le profperous to-morrovw : far Iuls can we infer from
ihe
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Charaller of iie Times. / 5.
we fhall

the kindnefs of providence in this life, that
not be miferable in the life to come.

Lor. It feems moft reafonable to conceive of God
as a mild and benevolent Being, who wants his crea-
tures to be happy : fure then he does not obferve all
our faults with extremc fevenity, .

Lmi. Let us try to confider the matter impartial-
ly. You will grant that God has appointed laws to~
the moral as well as to the natural world. A law
fuiting a reafonable creature muit have rewdrds and
punifhments annexed to it. Now theTame good-
nefs of God that prcicribed thelz laws, that delights
in the obedience given to them, that defires in ration-
al creatures the perfection and the happinefs with
which that obedience is connected ; even that very
goodnefs muit attend to the exccution of thefe laws,
muft refent every inftance of diiobedience to them,
and, at leaft, withhold its favours from the tran{gref-
fors. Coniider, Lorenzo, that his favour is our life,
and to experience the lofs of it, muit be as death.
Befides, we fee a great deal of mifery actually taking
place among mankind. It isinconfiftent with all that
we underftand of God’s wiidom and power, to fup-
pofe that this or any other thing takes place againit
his will.  Whatever mifery, therefore, we ourfelves
or our fellow-creatures endure, we mayv be certain,
that neither the appointment nor the iafliction of it
1s inconfiftent with the goodne's of God. '

Lor. The milcries of the prefent life are only for
the chaftifement and correflion of mankind.

Lar. Be it {fo; vet the tact thews one thing ia-
conteftibly, 7. e. "That therc are rcafons which niay
make it agrecable to the goodnefs of God, to inflict
punifhment : you have mentioned one of thefe re
fons :  but for any thing we know, there may be o-
thers of caual or of greaser importance: - others
which, for any thiny nature can fay with certuinty,
may render it neceflary that we fhou!d Le punithed

af
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~ at laft'in a‘manner of whicli we have no example in
the prefent ftate.

Loi. The modes of religion are various: thé fub-
ftance of it is the (ame in all ages and in all countries.
I am of the fame opinion with the poet:

Yor modes of faith let gracelefs zealots ﬁght ;
His can’t be wrong, whofe life is i the right

Lzr. But when may one’s life be Jumy faid to be
_in the nght ? .

Lor. When he does to others as he would be done
by; when he afhits or inftruéts them; when he ac-
knowledges and correds the faults himfelf mey have
fallen into.

Lzav. Butis it no part of a good life to have a
chief 1 ‘g"rd to God who gave us our being and all
our enjoyments?! The benchits that men receive from
one another lay them under obligations to.do zood
to one another. But what are all thefe oblwatlons
compared with thoiz we arc under to him who is the
God of our life, and the /c’ﬂgz‘/) of our days. ‘I'rult me,
Lorenm, unbiafied realon will pronounce your life
entirely in the wrong, unicis you are habitually re-
membering God ; uniefs you fear and love him ; un-
lefs you fecis the knowledge of his will, walk accord-
ing to it, and do all you can to make othess clteem
him. Hence we {ee in what fenle we ough* to under-
- ftand, what the poct fays coz‘cumng a perfon’s faith,

His can’t be wrong wholfe life 1s in the right §

“taking one’s /ife Iiere to fignify our mward difpofiti-
on as well as our outward behaviour our regard to
God as weil as to man @ for if a perfon’s life, fo un-
dcrftood, 1s in the right, it can not probccd from
a wrong, but from a right faith ; that is, {rom juft
Views oﬁ (xod, as well as a proper concern {for our
ncighbour’s weliare. Befides, when we {peak of what
i3 ac.ceptcu, to Gl l, our fecret principles and motives
msenctrsbae to our llew-crcatures, which are much
nore to g ‘.‘.tuluul to tuan our cxternal condudt :
the
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the firft thing to be enquired, is, Whether we are ac-
tuated by tie love of God, by a willing fubmitfior
of heart to his authority, bv a {gle regard to his
glory 7 and next, Whether our hearts are free from
hatred, envy, vain-glory, or any other inordinate af-
fection toward our neighbour ! Whether we love our
neighbour for God’s fake ? _f we are deficient in thefe
or the ljke internal principles of action, it 13 a poor
vain imagination for us to think our life right before
God, «wis fearcheth the heart.

As t: your cbiervation, that the different modes of
rehqlou am, in fubftance, all the fame; how far
the varicus forms of fuperftition in different ages and
countries may be refolved into the fame general prin-
ciples, might be a fubjct of curious and not unprofi-
table enquiry: but without any elaborate difquifiti-
on, it is plain that Chriflianity is cffentially different
from all other religions, and even from natural reli-
gion itfelf. |

Lor. You furprize me, Lelius;—Chriftianity
fecms, indeed, to be more refined and frer from fu-
peritition than the religion of the ancient Greeks and
Rommb, or that of the Mahometans, but, by the

C hn{damt), it is only an 1mprovemcnt on natural
religion.

Lt C hriftianity is not contrary to pure The-
ifm or natural religion, as it certainly is to idolatry
and fuperftition.  But Chriftianity difcovers much
concerning God and concerming the way of falvatlon
from fin, ‘which is far beyond the fphere of what is
commonly called natural religion. ‘That religion ne-
ver taught any thing like the doctrine of God mani-
fefting ‘himfelf, and commuaicating his favours to
poor finners by a Mediator, who is himfelf the Moft
High God. 'To a mere moral philofopher nothing
can appear more abfurd than this propofition; That
God is in Chrifg reconciling the wwerld ts Fimfelf, not

Unh e




8 Effay on the Religious

imputing their trefpaffes to them. Neither Socrates,
ner Plato, nor Ariftotle was known to ufe fuch lan-
guace. The philofopher could have but an obfcure
notion of God reconciling the world to himfelf : he
might conjeture that it was a ftraage, out-of-the-
way cxpreflion tor reclaiming mankind from wice. But -
when he came to read, not imputing their trcfpaffes to
them, he would be apt to afk, whether it were not
downright nonfenfe? For to whom fhould a perfon’s
~own trefpaffes be imputed but to himfelf? At beft,
he muft look upon it as a paradoxical, harfh and im-
proper phrafeology for a very plain idea, that of par-
dsning fin, or forbearing to punifh it ; though ftill he
would think pardoning the world but a very poor way
of recleiming it.  Above all, the very firft words of
the fentence, God is in Chrift, would abfolutely puz-
zle and confound him. He would not be able to
conceive how God can be in Chrift; or how God,
- by being in Chrift, reconciles the world to himfelf.
Indeed, Lorenzo, the duties that are moft common-
ly inculcated in the New Teftament are utterly unin-
telligible on the fuppofition that they are, in {fub-
itance, no other than what we are informed of by na-
tural religion ; fuch as thefe; Putting on Chrift, re-
cciving him, walking in him, praying in the Spirit, put-
ting off the old maii, eating the flefb and drinking the
blood of the Son of God. Were Chriftianity mate-
rially the fame with natural religion, men might at..
tain a fufficient knowledge of it by the diligent ufe of
their natural faculties without any fpecial or fuperna-
tural illumination. But this 1s contrary to the fcrip.-
ture itfelf, 1 Cor. xi. 14. The natural man receiveth
not the things of the Spirit of God, they are foolifbnefs
to him, neither can be know them, becaufe they arc fpi-
ritually difcerned. Mat. xiil. 11, It is given to you,
faid Chriit to his dilciples, #o knowo the myflerics of the
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. Mat.
xvi. 17. Jefus anficcred and faid unto bim, Bleffed

art
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art thou Simon Bar-yona, for flefb and blood (an ex.-
preflion denoting. whatever naturally and eflentially
belongs to man) bath net reve caled it to t/)ee, but my
Father who is in heaven.

FartHir, Lorenzo, Chriftianity affords a vaftly
more frlorlous difplay of the divine perfections than
the religion of nature. That rehgmn fays, God is fo
juft that he will give every one his due.  But, fays
Chriftianity, He is fo juft, that rather than It the
fins of thofe whom he had dctermined to fave, pafs
with impunity, he chofe to make his own Son fuffer
for their fins; for it pleafed the Lord to bruife him,
to put him to grief, and to make bis foul an offering for
JSin.  The religion of nature fays, God is fo true,
that he never will deceive his creatures: but Chrifti-
anity declares, that God 1is {o true and faithful, that
rather than one jot or tittle of his word fhould fail,
he would not fpare the Son of his love, but made
him fin and a curfe though he knew no fin, that the
fcriptures might be fulfilled. In the fame manner,
we might go on to fhew how much fuperior the tel-
timony of revelation is to that of nature with relpet
to the other perfections of the Deity.

Lor. You fpeak fo myftically that I cannot under-
ftand you.

L&L. T endeavour to be plain. Take heed, Lo-
renzo, left, while you feem not to underitand reve-
lation, you be, in reality defpifing it. You are at
leaft a Theift; you believe a God: Confider that
you cannot thew a greater contempt of him than by
reje€ting the only revelation he has given to mankind.

Lor. Ihave heard of a great many fyftems of re-
ligion; each of which, according to its votaries,
came down from heaven while fome find their ac-
count in propagating pious frauds.

LzrL. Do you mean the fyftems of the ancient
philofophers? They afcribed their pretended wil-

dom, not to the kindnefs of heaven, but to their
B owl




10 Lffay on the Religiaus
own induftry and penetration. So well did they {uc-

cged In exKoﬁng the vanity and_abfurdity of one an-

other’s fy

.

tems, thar the perufal of all their writings
would ‘only ferve to convince us that ‘thcy were all
,igx;,‘t,he wiong. DBefides, there was. never a philefo-
phical fyftem fo much adapted to the capacities and
fituations of the bulk of mankind, as in any age or
country to have any proper iniluence on the minds of
the people. Do you mean the fyltems of the Bonzes
in China or the Magi in Perfia? Thefe claim no other
original than the authority of Fohi or Zoroafter: nor
do we learn that Zoroalter or Fohi pretended to be
tavoured with divina revelations : they enjoined their
obfervances on their followers in the¢ir own names
ouly. Or do yol. mean the fyftem of Mahomet?
Coufider the life of Mahomet : Confider his man-
ner of propagaring Lis religion: review the tri-
vial conceits, the inconfitencies, and the palpable
fallchoods of his Koran; and then fay, whether
Mahometznifm wijl bear a comparifon- with the reli-
gion of the Bible, Befides, by acknowledging the
authority of our [ES US as a prophet, Mahomet
hes for ever overthrewn his own; fince the teftimo-
ny of Jeius, that his ordinances were to be obferved
till the end of the world, deftroys the pretenfions of
Makemet. - Or farther, with fome wits of modern
daye, would you prefer the traditions of the untutored
Indians, who expe(t at their death to be wafted ta cer-
tain green iflands, where they fhall fit under the fha-
dy tyees, and drink wine out of the fkulls of their
cngmies; and as they have na idea of rational faciety,
their dogs fhall bear them company ?—But why thould
we infift? Know you a compaofition that bears fuch
evident marks of a divine original as the fcriptures?
Or while it {fpeaks in the name of the only living and
true God who created heaven and earth, carries
fuch convidion of its truth to the cenfcience?

Fause
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FaLse rehguns become ridiculous, but Chrifti-
anity becomes more venerable by the progre& of
true knowledge. Every fcience attefls- the fuperior
excellence of tlie Bible. For example, geography
gives its teftim »ay 1o the accuracy of -feripture nar-
ration by fhewi:r how exattly it correfpond: to the
true fituation o cheS' Ancient lz‘lo*y, where it
is not plainly fa'. ilous or incor*"Zent with itfelf, a-
grees with that f the Old : 1l New lef‘um:nt,.
while modern hi!. ry wverifies what is there foretold.
Natural philcfopiay thews how jultly the fyflem of the
univerfe or the ~rodudtions of the carth are alluded
to or deferibed it feripture. In fine, true criticiim
points out the prepriety, the majeitic ﬁmphcxtv the
native elegance, and pathetic encrzy of the infpired
writings .

WiTH regard to perfons finding their account in
promoting particular fyftems of religion, it may be
fufficient to obferve that it was not Chriftianity itfelf,
but the abufes and corruptions of it that ever ferved
the purpofes of avarice and ambition. Read the Bi-
bla, and you cannot fail to fee how unjuft it is to
b’lame Chriftianity for the pride, for the afpiring or
intercfted views of tco many priefts and prelates.

Lor. T am perplexed with the difierent readings
of the Old and New Teftament; with the different
opinions as to the degrec of infpiration under vihich

the facred penmen wrote; and with the different in-
terpretations of many paflages.

LEL.

+ The claffical writers of antient Greece and Rome, as might be
expe@ted from the time in which they lived and from the {ubj s of
which they treat, mention many of the fa&ts recorded in fcnptme,
and throw light upon many pafages of it, by the view they give vs
of the political flate of nations, of antient luwunqcs, cufloms .nd
manners. It is, therefore, a remarkable difpenfation of Providence
that fo many of their productions have been preferved, and in al-
moll cvery civilized country, are accountcd the flandards of taite
and of elegant compofition,
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Lav. The fpots in the fun’s bright orb hinder him
not from communicating light and heat to the world;
Nor will the variations of different copies of the fcrip-
tures hirZer them from being profitable for dorine,
for reproof, for correction and inftruétion in righte-
oufnefs. None of the leading and diftinguifhing
truths of Chriftianity depend upon a word, but are
fully difplaycd and frequently repeated through the
whole Bible: fo that we can be at no lofs to find
them in the molt incorret copies, and in the worft
tranflations. No body queftions whether Homer’s
genius and knowledge of human nature appear in the
Iliad and the Odeffev: or Virgil’s judgment and de-
licacy of tafle in the Georgics and the Eneid; though
the variations in the reading of thofc poems are in-
comparably greater and more numerous than the va-
riations in the reading of the fcriptures. And fhald
we fuppofc that a few blunders of a tranfcriber of the
Old and New Teftament may hinder us from dif-
cerning the authority, helinefs, wifdom, power and
mercy of God {fo peculiarly difplayed in the facred
pages? Surely, the character of God is more uni-
formly and ftrongly marked in his word, than the
characters of Homer and of Virgil in their poems.
Indced, there is no comparifon; for the manner of
expreflion or of arrangement is almoft all that cha-
racterifes the pocts; whereas God’s word is charac-
terifcd by the great and glorious things that it reveals,
Farther, the fame ...dom and goodnefs of God that
beftowed this revelation on mankind, we may affure
ourfelves, will take care, by a fpecial providence, to
preferve it in fuch purity as is neceflary to make it
anfwer the end for which it was beftowed. Hence
we have good reafcn to believe, not only that
the various readings are moftly immaterial; but
likewife that, in every inftance, the true reading is

preferved
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preferved fomewhere, and may be found out by a
careful collation of copies, by attending to the frope
and connettion, by obferving the analogy of faith,
and by the ufe of other means.

As to the degree in which the penmen of fcrip-
ture were infpired, it is fufficient for us to believe
that the matter which they fpoke and wrote, as they
were moved by the Holy Ghoft, was only what was
neceflary to conftitute the perfect rule of the church’s
faith and praltice; and that they exprefled that mat-
ter, under the fame infallible guidance, by the fitteft
words which the language they wrote in could fupply.
How far the holy Spirit made ufe of the particular
natural genuinfes of the penmen in thofe divine
compofitions, is rather a matter of curiofity than of
importance or cdification.,

Wiy are you ftumbled at the mifinterpretation of
the {criptures? The works of creation and the ways
of providence are often milinterpreted as well as the
fcriptures; fo that this, like too many of the objec-
tions of Deifin, will ferve the caufe of Atheifm as
well.  Turn away your attention from jarring inter-
pretations of the fcriptures to the fcriptures them-
felves: there you may find fuch plain paffages as he
that runs may read and uiiderftand.  And i% you feek
in earueft to increafe in this which is the beft kind of
knowledge, you will by degrecs obtain more and
more fatisfaCtion as to thc meaning of paffages that
are more obfcure. Then inftead of being perplexed
with the various interpretations of authors, you will
I > enabled to make a proper ufc of them,

Lor. It 1s not improbable, but that God may be
delighted with the various modes of worfhipping
him which take place in the world.

L&1. The love of variety is owing to the imper-
feCtion of our nature. Wanting fatsfaftion in our-
ielves, we look for it in other things; mifling it in

one
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one of thefe things, we fr ! it in another: difap-
pointed in our expe@ation from that, we have re-
courfe to a third, and fo on without end. Carried
to excefs, this paﬂion is exceedingly hurtful: itisa
levity of temper which unfits one for any ufeful em-
ployment or any laudable purfuit: a paflion, fure-
ly, never to be afcribed to the fuprcme Being who
is neceffarily happy in the contemplation of his own
perfeftions.

As we know not what is acceptable to Ged, un-
lefs he teach us; as both the manv.r and matter of
our worfhip fhould exprefs our regaid to his fupreme
authority; fo it is moft rc“fonabk to buileve that he
hath himfelf appointed the manner in which he is to
be worthipped. It this be the cafe, then worfhipping
God in any other way than that which he has ap-
pointed, inftead of doing him acceptable fervice, muft
be a tranfgreflion of his law; and a tranfwreﬂion fo
much the more ag ggravated that it is committed under
the pretext of paying him homage. And fhall we con-
fider the fupreme Bemo' as delmhtcd with the varxety
of ways in which his creatures trample on his law
and commit rebellion?

Lor. Our rclizion i3 for the moft part no other

thing thon the prquue of education,

L. What then! Do you mean that it is a fuf-
ficient reafon for droppinz our religion, that we have
been faught it in our infancy? 'This can be no rea-
fon azainft Chriftianity, or indeed againft any thing
at ah being a circumitance com').xt.ble alike with
truth and with falfchood. The word prejudice may
be zpplicd to any opinion whether true or falfe which
we are led 1o entertain without rational conviion.
The real errors in which we'are educated 2re always
prejudices as 1ong as we adhere to them; becaufe
we relinquifh them as foon as we beain to veafon right
about them. On the other hand, even the truths in

which
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which we are educated may be called predjudices while
we are ignoran: of the reafons of them; but they be-
come our genuine principles when thofe reafons are
difcerned. Properly fpeaking, prejudices refpect the
manncr in which perfons affent to propofitions, not
the propofitions themfelves.

Lor. I am perplexed whenever I turn my thoughts
to the fubje¢t of religion: I am apt to fay with
Cato, that—Shadows, clouds, and darknefs re({ upen
it.

LzL. The reafon why moft people find fo little
fatisfaCtion in their enquiries concerning religion is
the want of a duc fenfe of its importance. If ever
you would have any folid, fatistying views of reli-
gion, you muft look upon ycurfelt as a poor and
miferable creature; you muft have a felt conviction
that nonc of the creatures, neither the neceflaries
nor the convenicnces of life, nor your perfonal quali-
ties, nor your friends and relations can help and
rclieve you; but God Almighty can: he can eafily
make himfel{ known to you as your refuge and your
portion. The great, the tremenduous queftion is,
\Whethcer he «wil/ do fo or not? The fcriptures, (I de-
clare it without the leaft hefitation) in proportion as
vou difcern morec clearly the internal evidence of their
divine authority; and as you become more acquainted
with the great things of God’s law; the feriptures
alone will give you an anfwer more and more fatisfy-
ing, clear and comfortable.

ConsipeRr yourfelt as in the fight and prefence of
God who knows the heart, and who is in a little to
be your judge; und then afk your own heart the im-
portant queftion, whether you have diligentlv peru-
fed the fcriptures; and having fairly examined the
external and cfpecially the internal evidence of their
divinc authority; whether you are fatisfied in your
confcicnce that there is nothing atall in it? Afk your

own
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own heart, whether you are abfolutely fure that the
account given in fcripture, of the entrance of fin a-
mong ‘mankind, of the prefent deplorable ftate of
human nature, and of the manifeftation of God’s ho-
linefs and mercy in the falvation of finners by a di-

vine Redeemer,, be all a cunningly devifed fable?

OnservE the prefent fiate of the world; f{earch
antient and modern hiftory, and fee whether the
charalters of men and the courfe of providence be
not a continued fulfilment ot the fcriptures. Com-
pare, efpecially, the hiftory of the church with the
defcription of her lot in the Bible. Confider whether
the fame Almighty hand that made and that pre-
ferves the world, be not manifeft in the ereftion, in
the propagation, in the defence, and in the various
deliverances of the church.

SEr1ousLy confider the teftimony of many thou-
fands (which could not be refufed in any civil mat-
ter) concerning their experience of God manifefting
himfelf to them and holding communion with them
according to and by means of the fcriptures. You
cannot reafonably call them difhoneft, without dirett
and pofitive evidence in oppofition to their teftimo-
ny: but fuch evidence it is impofiible to produce.
It would be rath and abfurd in the extreme to fay
they were only perfons of a weak or difordered judg-
ment.  Befides, they had the beflt opportunity of
judging, whether living in the faith of the fcriptures,
or living in unbelief be the beft and the moft com-
fortable kind of life; becaufe they had tried both;
which no infidel ever did.

IT is common with infidels to confider religion on-
ly with refpelt to the enjoyment of the prelgent life,
and to like or diflike it as it appears to {fuit or to be
inconfifteni with temporal profpetts and pleafures.
On the contrary, when you fet about enquiring what
religion you fhall embrace, I would have you anni-

hilate




1

Charaller of the Times. S

hilate the prefent life, which in this enquiry can only
ferve to prejudice or pervert your judgment; and
confider yourfelf as on the point of being called be-
fore God’s awful tribunal; on the }t)oint of entering
into an eternal and unchangeable ftate. It is true,
godlinefs is for our prefent comfort; but in order to
our knowledge of this, it is firft neceflary to know
that it has the promife of the life which is to come.

Makk trial of Chriftianity. You are often pro-
pofing your doubts and difficulties to your fellow
creatures : you fhould rather be employed in feeking
to know God your maker, who giveth fongs in the night :
he alone can give you a fatistactory folution of thofe
doubts and difhculties ; and therefore if you fincere-
ly want it, apply to him for it: and try to come to
him as the {cripture direfts, making mention of
Chrift’s name. Say to him that you have heard that
he has devifed a method of glorif);'ing all the perfec-
tions of his nature by thewing mercy to fuch finners
as you are, by pardoning and faving them through
a Mediator: Cry to him that he would make you
underftand this wonderful method; and that he
would thine in your heart to give you the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jefus
Chrift. Try immediately to truft in this Saviour, ac-
cording to the knowledge you have of him, and that
knowledge will increafe.

II. Tue Temporizers. They are always of that re-
ligious perfwafion which is the moft agreeable to their
connections, in which they have been educated, or
which is fafhionable in the age or country wherein
they live. They are chiefly of three forts,

1. Tue {flothful or diflipated temporizers. Per-
for.s who, from the love of eale, are averie to all en-
quiries concerning religion; whofe time is fo much
engroffed by bufinefs or amufements, that they have

C cerns;
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none left for thinking deliberately of religious con-
cerns; who find pious exercifes inconfiftent with
their favourite purfuits or their favourite pleafures ;
who iaftead of aiming at or defiring perfeftion in
holinefs, would have only fo much of it as they think
neceflary to evidence them to be in a ftate of grace;
who, in their choice of a religious profeflion, are fure
to.fix on that which is likely to be the leaft at-
tended with trouble or inconveniency; all thefe are
temporizers from indolence and diffipation. Their
floth hinders them from follosving thofe who through
faitih and paticnce inberit the promifes.

2. THE covetous and and afpiring temporizers.
Perions who are apprehenfive that a grié‘t adherence
to the ways of religion would be utterly inconfiftent
witih their views of rifing in the world; who make
haftz to be rich, and find religion would be an obftacle
in their way; who having formed a plan for making a
fortune, or for obtaining preferment, refolve to heed
nothing that would divert them from the profecution
of it; who ftudy to appear either lukewarm or zeal-
ous about the matters of God, as lukewarmnefs or
zeal bids fairelt to recommend them to the wealthy
and the great; all thefe are temporizers from inte-
refted and ambitious views. Of this fort was Demas,
who fo'f ok Paul, having loved the prefent aorld.

. TrEe cowardly temporizers. Perfons who would

, for a world, be reckoned either morc or lefs
rohglous than their neighbours; who are as much
afraid of being accounted ftri@ profeflors as of being
accounted abandoned profligates; who have not the
rcfolution to abide by a religious profeflion, unlefs
the world countenance them in it; who dread the
wrath of man more than the wrath of God, and love
the praife of man nore than the praife of God; who
inceflantly frighten themfelves and others with ter-
rible reprcientations of the lofles and hardthips they
are
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are likely to fuffer in adhering to the caufe of Chyift
and a good confcience; wha talk a great deal abomt
prudence as the firft of human virtues, by which they
mean the art of keeping in favour with the world; and
a great deal about moderation, by which they mean a
ditpofition to forbear being pointed or explicit-in a
religious. profeflion before its avowed ememies; in
fine, who have fome conviétion. of the truth, but
fupprefs that convittion fo far as ta neglet endea-
vouring to glorify God by an open profeffion of it:
all thefe are Temporizers from that fear of man which
bringeth a jnare. Such was Nicodemus, who came to
our Saviour by night.

'TimorHy had long been a fafhion able Temporizer,
He poflefled many valuable talents; but it was chiet-
ly his complaifance, and the art he had of accam-
modating himfelf to the humour of the great, which
induced a man of quality to appeint him governor
to. his cldeft fon. Timothy had been a confiderable
time in that ftation, when he was brought under
deep impreflions of his {in and danger. His concern
for the great falvation made him indifferent to his
former worldly purfuits. The fenfe he had of the
exceeding finfulnefs of fin, conftrained him to reprove
it, cven when the reproof was contrary to the maxims
of worldly pr udence. The Spirit of God had fhewn
him the vanity of man’s wifdom, as to matters of re-
ligion, in fo {trong a light, that now he could not bear
human devices in the worfhip of God: On that ac-
count, he thought proper to withdraw from the
church of England; and excufed himfelf from attend-
ing his pupil, as ufual, on the Sabbath. Finding that
the altcration of his conduct in thefe particulars was
difagreeable to the family, he chofc to refign his
charge, and to feck the fociety of fuch as worlhipped
God with more of the fimplicity of theNew Teftament.
Some time after, 'l'imothy having met with his old

acquaintence
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acquaintance Lyfander; part of their converfation
was to the follpowing purpofe:

- LysaNDER. So, it feems, Timothy, you have left
our Church: Sure you might Lave been as good a
Chriftian in our communion as in any other. IfI
fhould grant that our church is fomewhat wrong. in
circumfitantials, I would not leave her, while the re-
tains judgment, mercy and truth, which our Saviour
calls the weightier matters F/ the law.

- Tim. The paffage itfelf you refer to affords a
convincing argument for a facred and inviolable re-
gard « what you call circumftantials as well as to the
weightier matters: for our Lord adds, Thefe ought
ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.
From which it appears, that our Lord did not find
fault with the Pharifees for their exatnefs in obferv-
ing the ceremonial law, but for the want of a due re-
gard to God’s authority in obferving it; which they
evidenced by their neglet of the moft important du-
ties of morality.

Whav, Lyfander, did you turn off your fteward
Fungofus!  Was he difthoneft?

Lys. No.

Tim. Did he ufe his fellow-fervants ill?

Lys. No. '

TiM. Did he grow inattentive to his bufinefs?

Lys. No; but he would never follow my direéti-
ons in any thing. It is true, the fellow was very in-
genious, and executed his own plans dextroufly; but
I could never make him execute mine. Indeed he
had fuch a fpirit of contradition as no merit in otheg
refpeéts could 1ender fufferable.

‘Tim. Are we poor infignificant mortals apt to be
fo angry with our inferiors, when they happen to
crofs our inclination? And fhall not the Lord of hea-
ven and earth be much more difpleafed, if in any
inftance, we difregard his will revealed to us in the

fcriptures;
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fcriptures; as we certainly do, when we pretend to
worfhip him by human devices? In wain, fays our
Lord, do ye worfhip me, teaching for dollrines the com-
mandments of men. Vain Worfhip is a profanation of
God’s name: Vain worthip brings the curfe inftead of
the bleffing on its obfervers.

Lys. You know our Saviour himfelf was in com-
munion with the eftablifhed church of the Jews, and
ufed to join in their public worthip. Perhaps the li-
turgy which the Jews then made ufe of was as ex-
ceptionable as the Englifh lite-- . We are fure the
Jews were, at that time, exceedingly corrupt.

Tim. We have no account in the New Teftament
of any public liturgy among the Jews. As to the
Talmud and other compofitions of the Jewifh Rab-
bins, however ufeful they may be for preferving fome
of their national cuftoms or opinions, little credit 1s
due to them with refpect to hiltorical fats.

As our Lord fet us a perfect example of every du-
ty, fo particularly of a faithful teftimony againit the
evils of our times. With what wholefome feverity
did he expofe the reigning vices of the Pharifees;
their pride, their hypocrify, their covetoufnefs and
extortion! e never negletted an opportunity of
tendering fuitable reproof: When he was at meat in
the houfe of a Phariiee, he faithfully reproved his
entertainer for his pride and felf conceit, Luke vii.
36, 47.  When he was in the family of Lazarus
which had fo diftinguifhed a fhare of his affetion,
we find him dealing plainly with Martha, as to the
excels of her care and anxiety about the things of the
world, Luke x. 41. When Peter, from a miftaken
tendernefs, exprefled himfelt againft the fufferings of
his beloved Lord, he received this terrible rebuke,
Get thee behind me, Satan ; thou favoureft not the things
that are of God, but the things that are of ment.

WE

1 This i3 perhaps the feverelt reproof our Lord ever adminiftred
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We are fure our Lord would néver countcnance
in his pradtice thofc ¢vils againft which he cried fo
loudly in his do&rine. He was boly, harmiefs, un-
Uefiled, and feparated from finners. He never pradtifed
any of their unwritten traditions: he and his follow-
ers openly diftinguithed themfelves from all the feds
into which the Jews were divided at that time. If
we find him often in the fynagogues or in thr :mple,
it was becaufe thefe were places of public ¢t courfe
where he had an opportunity to preach the goipel tb
the people. Another reafon for his attendance in
the temple was, that he might perform fuch parts of
Old Teftament-fervice as were appropriated to that
holy place.

Lys. Our Saviour inftead of approving a feceffion
from the fcribes and Pharifces, exhorted the difciples
to hear their inftructions, Matth. xxiii. 3

Tim. Our Lord could never be incenfiftent.with
himfelf. But in Matth. xvi, he charges his difciples
to beware of the doclrine of the Pharifees. In Matth.
xv. he calls them blind, leaders sf the blind. He fays,
they would not fuffer thofe that were entering into the
kingdom of heaven, to go in. They made their prolelytes
twofold more the children of bell than themfelves. It
feems plain, therciore, that our Lord confidered
them as falfe teachers, whole inffructions caufedto crr
Jrom the words of knowledge. It muft be owned, how-
ever, that our Lord adhered to the Jewifh church,
as being then the only true church of God upon earth.
Hence in his difcourfe to the woman of Samaria, he
plainly bears teftimony in favour ci the Jewith church

in

toany of his faithful followers. And whence was his {feverity on this
occafion? Was it becaufe his heart was fo much fet upon finithing
the work that was neceflary for the falvation of finners, that nothing
was fo offenfive to him as the lealt oppofition te it ! An evidence of
the greatnefs of Chrift’s love to poor finners. A caveat againft un-
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in oppofition to the {ect of the Samaritans: John iv.
22, Ye worfbip ye know not what: we know what
we worfbip: for jalvation is of the Jews. In lhke
manner, in the paffage you have mentioned, he ex-
prefles his approbation of the office of declaring and
interpreting the divine law; which was the office of
thofe who fat in Mofes feat; of the f{cribes and Pha-
rifees; whofe inftruftions our Saviour exhorted his
hearers to obferve and do, whofe practice however,
he charged them to avoid. But how will our Lord’s
commendation of what was proper in their admini-
{tration of an office which God had appointed, war-
rant us to countenance offices and forms of worfhip
which he never appointed? Our Lord undoubtedly
withdrew from thefe falfe teachers in fuch a manner
as to maintain an uniform and confiftent teftimony
againft their vices and errors.  As to the temple wor-
fhip, it was not warrantable to withdraw from it un-
der the Old Teftament: for that would have been to
withdraw not merely from a particular church commu-
ulon, but likewife from an ordinance of God which, dur-
ing that difpenfation, was appropriated to Jerufalem;
a peculiar circumftance never to be found in the cafe
of any particular church under the New Teftament.

Lvs. You are too rigid: you muft make allow-
ances for the weaknefs and the variety of men’s un-
derftanding and temgpers.

TiM. In thofc inftances where a perfon or a church
has not, as yet, attained to the knowledge of the
truth, or is only ignorant or mifinformed, or is fin-
cerely ftruggling againft fome evil not yet overcome:
in fuch cales we ought to entertain fentiments af
charity and forbearance: we are indced to teftify
plainly and particularly againft every real evil; but
in the above mentioned cafes, we are to encourage
rather than condemn the church and the individual;

we are to encourage them to proceed in refarmation.
On
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On the other hand, when there appears much con-
tempt of the truth, with the aggravation of apoftacy
from it, and of obftinacy and enmity againft it, a
tharper manner of reproof becomes neceflary; we
muft withftand fuch oppofers to the face; we muft
withdraw ourfelves from them; fuch fongues as thus
rife up againft Zion, fhe muft condemn.

CurisTiANS can tell, as matter of experience,
that there is not any thing more ufually accompani-
ed with the fenfible hiding of the Lord’s face and
with his fharp rebukes, than the wiltul negle& of op-
portunities of reproving fin, or of teftifying againft
error: and no wonder; fince it is fo peculiarly nau-
feous to Chrift for church-members to be of fuch a
lukewarm temper, ncither cold nor hot, as to be in-
different to the indignities that are done to him:
it makes him threaten to /pue them out of his mouth.

Lys. Ii feems to be the part of a wife man to com-
ply with the humour of the times in fome things,
that he may procure attention to his inftrutions in
other things of more importance. So did Socrates
and Plato, and Pythagoras, who conformed to the
eftablilhed worthip of their country, though, it is
probable, they were fenfible of.its ablurdities. Lven
the apoftle Paul became all things to all men.

Tim. The falfe prudence or policy of the world
may fuggelt, That we may do evil that good may
come; that the end may fanctify, or at leaft excule
unlawful means. But the Bible knows no fuch max-
ims. Chriftians are exprefly forbidden #o lja/lo'w a
multitude to do any evil. It is at their peril if they
deny Chrilt’s name in any refpet, or on any ac-
ccunt.

THEe reprefentation you have given of fome cele-
brated philoiophers is little to their advantage. They
were, it feems, poor cowardly wretches, who durft
not utter a [yllable againft what they knew to be a

fyltem
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fyftem of the grofieft lies that were ever impofed up-
on the credulity of mankind: for in that light, if they
had any knowledge of the true God, they muft have
confidered the religion of their country. They were
as cruel a3 cowardly; otherwife how could they have
remained filent fpe&ators of the delufions in which
they faw their fellow men bewildered, with regard to
points of fo much confequence to theiy happinefs
as the being of God and the right manner of wor-
fhipping him. Sure, osc honeft man that endeavours
to make an wpright ftand for truth in oppofition to
fathion and vulgar prejudice, deferves far better of
fociety, than a thoufand fuch pufillanimous philofo-
phers. | \

A wiTNEss of Chrift, however thould guard againft
giving any unneceflary offence ; he may ftudy to be

eeable without being unfaithful : Be courteous, is a
divine command, as well as be fedfaft in the faith.
We are to thew out of a good converfation cur works
~ in meeknefs of wifdom. gl'here are certain prepofief-
fions in favour of particular indifferent cuftoms of a.
country; and certain innocent peculiarities of temper
and demeanour, on which it would be a morofe pee-
vithnefs, rather than any neceflary zeal for the truth,
to criticife with feverity. It was in fuch refpelts as
thefe, that Paul became all things to all men ; but as to
any point in which the caufe of Chrift or of his truth
was really concerned, never man was more fteady or
more determined than was this apoftle.

Yes, Lyfander, let us deteft the chara&ter of him
who deliberately fells the truth ; who, at tiie call of
intereft or of worldly favour, tramples on confcience
and the honour of God. On the other hand, let us
contemplate as a pattern for our imitation, fuch a cha-
ralter as that of the feraph Abdiel in Milton .”

Among the faithlefs, faithful only be :

Among innumerable falfe, unmov’d,

' D Unfhaken,
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- Unfbaken, unfeduc’dy unterrify’d,
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal,
Nor number, nor example, with him wrought,
To fwerve from truth, or change his confiaht mind,

- Thcugh fingle, | \ |
Let us follow them who have been faithful unto death.
Let us follow Chrift efpecially ; whofe ardent zeal
for the heufe of God did ¢at him up ; who fet bis face
like a flint to accomplith our falvation in his sbedience
unto death, even the death of the crofs. How hard are
our hearts, that can refift the influence of fich an ex-
ample, and of love that paffith knowledge !

HI. Tug Selfb Dewvotces. A perfon of this cha.
ratter pretends to be fo much taken up with heart-
religion, that he has no leifure for attending to exter-
nal or pofitive inftitutions. He thinks all queftions
about the outward order and government of the church
quite needlefs. 'With bim it is a matter of mere in-
difference what profeflion a perfon makes, provided
his heart be right, which, in his opinion, is equally
the cafe with devout Chriftians of all denominations.

SoMmE of this character are very talkative about
religion: others are againft uttering a {yllable on
that fubject; for, fay they, when we fhew our reli-
gious knowledge, we feed our vanity. But they all
agree in defpifing what they call outward forms. -

Amonc the caufes or occafions of this devotional
extravagance, we may reckon the following:

1. THE oftence that fome have taken at the abu-
fes of the outward forms of religion. When they faw
men cover their {chemes of ambition with the pre-
text of zeal for the external ordinances of religion, they
were tempted to confider thefe ordinances as always
connecled with evil defigns, Having feen them made
fubfervient tothe purpofeof vice, theynolonger thought
they could be fo to thofe of virtue and true piety.

- | 2. THE
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2. THE want of proper views of* God’s authority
in thofe ordinances; and of the connetion between
the due obfervance of them and our partaking of
fpiritual bleflings. No one that ever Autained fuch
views of thofe inftitutions, can altogether lofe his e-
fteem of them. But it is no wonder to [ec one dif-
regard them, who never fought more in attending on
them, than merely to amufe himfelf with the exter-
nal part, or what is exhibited to the carnal eye. Be-
fides, in our day, when iniquity abounds, ordinances
are little accompanied with vifible effets; a providen-
tial difpenfation whereby men harden themfelves in
their contempt of them.

Pripz. Perfons muft have a very high notion of
their attainments in rcligion, when they think they
can do well enough without thofe outward helps
which are fo neceflary to other Chriftians. To be
fure, they muft be foaring (in their own conceit) to
wonderful heights in the divine life, when they pre-
tend to be devout in fome other way than by ufing
the ordinary means of God’s appointment. Indeed,
fome of them have carried their extravagant preten-
fions fc far as actually to boalt of being already per-
fect.

Ir it be afked, Where are thefe Devotees to be
found? Perhaps among the Quakers, or the follow.
ers of Madam Gulon?j We anfwer not among them
only. Are there not many called Prefbyterians, and
other Proteftants, who, in place of contending for
the purity of the external inftitutions of Chrift, re-
gard a teltimony againft the corruptions of them with
the coldeft indifference? Do they not defend
that indiderence by alledging that fuch a teltimony is
of little importance to the religion of the heartj

Anc

1 She gave rife to Quietifm in France. She preached up, fays
Voltaire, the tranquillity ¢f the foul, the annihilation of all its fa-
culties, and inward worfhip.
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And yet is it not plain, that if thefe ordinances them-
felves are of importance to practical godlihefs, a tef-
timony on their behalf muft be fo too; fince on the
one hand, it'is only while we endeavour to obferve
the inftitutions of Chrift according to his word, that
we can warrantably expeét his blefing on them; and
fince, on the other hand, Satan and man’s depraved
nature are ever at work. to corrupt thofe inftitutions?
We heartily approve of the {fentiments which devout
people of this delcription exprefs with refpect to the
difficulty and importance of heart-religion: we only
mean that they are guiity of inconfiftency and of abufe,
when they fet thefe fentiments in oppofition to the
profeflion of the truth, and an open adherence to the
caufe of Chrift,

VERUS had knowledge to difcern the fpiritual
beauty of our Lord’s appointments, and refolution to
adhere to fuch of them as meet with peculiar oppofi-
tion from the world. He was not afhamed to appear
among the witnefles of Chrift; and would fometimes
undertzke a confiderable journey to have an oppor-
tunity of enjoying their fellowfhip in public ordi-
nances. His neigobour Simplicius, who was himfelf
reckoned very religious, found fault with his condu¢t.
I fear, faid he to Verus one day, you are too anxious
about your teitimony, your cutward forms, and the
purity of your profefiion. Thefe things divert your
attenton, Verus, tfrom the exercifes of the heart.

Virus. Does a me:chant’s exactnefs in executing
the commiflions of his correfpondents abroad, argue
inattention to his bufinefs at home?

Sim. Quite the reverfe: for thefe correfpondents
make him fuch returns as enable him to deal to a far
greater extent than before.

Ver. In like manner, though a particular ordi-
nance may not appcar fo clofely connected with the
¢afe of aur fouls as fome others; yet, Sim plicius, if

we
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we obferve it from a fingle regard to the divine autho-
rity, we fhall find it more to our fpiritual advanta§
than a great many felfith endeavours to better our cafe.
Keeping the words of Chrift is the way to have com.-
munion with him, John xiv. 23. He that is liberal in
this refpet, fhall be made fat, Prov. vi. 25. If we
would be kopt from the hour of temptation, we thould
be careful to keep the word of Chriff’s patience, Rev.
iil. 10. But what think you of a fervant who cares
not for obeying his mafter’s commands, unlefs they
be nearly conneéted with his own intereit’

Sim. He may be faid to obferve himielf rather than
his matfter. |

VEr. How provoking, then, to the Lord of hea-
ven and earth is that felfithnefs which lead us¢ to dif-
pute his commands, becaufe they do not {cem io
contribute fo much to our comfort or our intereft as
we could with! A reverence of the divine authority
fhould make us have refpet to all God’s command-
ments, If I am a maficr, where is my fear, faith the
Lord of bofts?

SiM. Surely this is a chicf command Keep thy
heart with all d:lzgence.

VER. True, Simplicius; and we fhould be care-
ful to keep the heart by watching againft a cold in-
difference to any of God’s truths or inftitutions: for
in receiving or defpifing thefe, we receive or defpife
him.

Sim. I have often obferved, that perfons who are
very rigid adherents to what they call {cripture-forms
of worthip and church-government, are very remark-
able for pride and felf-conceit.

Ver. Confider, Simplicius, that various princi-
ples enter into the compofition of every human cha-
rater; and many ditterent motives may occafion the
fame appearances of temper and behaviour. Hence
when we lay the blame of what is wrong in a per-

fon’s
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{fon’s charadter or conduét upon any religious cpmm.
which he feems to entertain, we fhould i\now, either
from the nature and tendency of the cpinion ideit,
or from proper evidence of the faf, that it attuaily
is the caufe of that wrong: if we find it to be the
caufe, we are likewife to examine {the deyree in
which it is fo: and farther {till, whether the serion
has juft views of it; or whether he does not pervert
1t,

But with refpect to the character of thofe who
endeavour after an exalt oblervance of the initi.
“tutions of Chrift, allow me, Sxmplxcms, to afk you a
queftion. Sunpofe two perions are the patients of
the fame phyfician: the one follows the -phyfician’s
prefcription in every part of it as exactly as he can:
the other obferves only as much as he thinks effen-
tial. Say, now, which of the two diftrufts himfelf,
and confides in the honour and ability of the phyfi-
cian? Which of the two difcovers the lealt pride and
 felf conceit?

Sim. He undoubtedly who endeavours to follow
the whole of the prefeription. "But your outward
forms of religion are fo much controverted, that—

Ver. It will not follow that they are either right
or wrong, frivolous or important. That a propofi-
tion has been the fubject of much difputation is mere-
ly an accidental circumftance which argues neither
its truth nor its falfehood, but only that men have
had different dpprehenﬁons coricerning it. Should
this be deemed a fufficent reafon for re}c&mcr any
thing ih religion, we may reject the whole of it; and
not only religion, but the firlt principles of reafon
and the teftimony of our cxternal i'enff:s; all which
have been controverted. 1t is, therefore, a mere
vulgar prejudice againft the inftitutions of Chrift,
that thev havc been the fubject of difputation. It is

unwoxth} maxn of feale to give over the fearch of
truth
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truth or of excellence, merely ‘becaufe others Have
been unable to find it, or unwilling to acknowledge
it. It is unworthy a man of candour to fay that ei-
ther perfons or things fhould have no friends or adhe-
rerits, only becaufe they happen to have many enemies.

SiMm. Though thefe outward obfervances might be
highly proper in the infant ftate of the church, they
{eem now to be antiquated and of no more ufe. We
who have the advantage of the New Teftament, are
to worfbip God, not with outward forms, but in fpi-
rit and in truth, |

Ver. The obfervances, indeed, of the Old Tefta-
ment that refpeted the coming of Chrilt 70 put o vay
Jin by the facrifice of bimfelf as a future event, are now
no more neceflary, when Chrift the fubftance of them
has actually appeared, and finifhed the work that was
givert him to do. But this does not hinder the other
ordinances, which God hath appointed in his word,
irom being obligatory on the church till the end of
time. We are indeed to worthip God in fpirit, with-
out thofe carnal ordinances which were in ufe before
the coming of Chrift; and in truth, as having the
fubftance’' andj reality of the ancient figures clearly
revealed to us; fo that we may behold the glory of
the Lord with open face, the veil of Mofaic inftitutions
being drawn afide. But our freedom from the yoke
of the ceremonial law, does not leflen our obligation
to,glorify God in our bodies as well as in our fpirits,
by a careful obfervance of the few pofitive inftitutions
which our Lord has left us. The authority of a law-
giver thould not be the lefs but the more regarded,
that it is exerted with gentleiiefs and moderation, It
is remarkable that the Lord hath conneted his blef-
fing with the external obfervance of his ordinances
much in the fame manner in the New Teftament as
he has done in the Old. e faid in the Old Teftament,
In all places where 1 record iy name, I will come unt:

| thee,
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thee, and I will blefs thee: he fays in the new, Where
‘two or three are gathered together in my name, there.
am I in the midf of them. |

81m. If we have the inward fentiments of true pi-
ety; if she love of God and univerfal good will to
mankind reign in our hearts; the particular form of
our religion will do us no prejudice with our heaven-
ly Fathe:, as the fathion of our clothes will do us
none with men of good fenfe.

. VER. Rather fay, according as we have the true love

of God fhed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Gheft;
fo will we be averfe from giving our deliberate con-
fent to the breach of one of God’s commands,
though the matter of it, like our firft parents eating
the forbidden fruit, may appear fmall and trivial to
the eye of carnal fenfe and reafon. If we fincerely
love our fellow men, we muft be grieved to fee them
rufhing upon God’s wrath and curfe by their con-
tempt of the leaft of his commands, and efpeciall
to fee them cafting oft any of thefe inftitutions to whicl);
" he has been pleafed to annex his bleffing.

Tue Bible knows nothing of that heart-rcligion
which does not manifeft itfelf in fuitable attions. It
is vain for a perfon to pretend that he has the prin-
ciple of faith, if he does not fthew it by good works;
that he loves his neighbour, if he neglet to relieve
his neceflities; that he believes with the heart unto
righteoufnefs, if he is no way concerned to make
confeflion with the mouth unto falvation; that he
loves Chrift, if he is athamed to keep the word of
his patience; or, in fine, that he is willing to fand
qwith the Lamb on mount Zion, having his Father’s name,
“both in the heart and in the hand, if he ftill refufes
to have it, written in bis forchead.

- BEwaARE, then, Simplicius, of eftimating the du-
ty of obeying a divine command by the judgment

that carnal fenfe and reafon pafs upon the matter of
it:
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if at any time, you are apt to lofe fight of the
1mportance of any {criptural duty, you neced not,
like the lepreus nobleman of Affyria, when the pro-
phet bade him go wath in Jordan, perplex yourfelf
with much reafoning about the matter of fuch a du-
ty: you need rot apply to this or the other fubtile
caufuift: you have free accefs to the infinite Lawgiver
himfelf; go to him as your God and Father in Chnﬂ:
and cry, that he would fhew you his authority, his
majeﬂy, fovereignty, wifdom, holine(s, love and
faithtulnefs in fuch a precept; and you fhall experi-
ence the truth of this word, the meek will he guide in
gudgment, the meek will he teach bis way.

IV. TuE Wawcrers. Thelc profels to feek the
truth, but they never find it.  One may fitly addrefs
them in the words of Elijah to the people of Ifrael,
How long halt ye between two opinions? If the Lord be
God, follow him: o.: if Baa;, then follow him.  Why
are many at fuch a lofs? Is it becaufe the revelation
which God hath given us is obfcure and hard to be
underitood? By no means; for though there is enough
in the {criptures to exercife the molt clevated undet-
ftanding, they are calculated in the beft manner to
inftruct the meanett..—They have milk for babes, as
well as meat for ftrong men.  But the followigg are
fome of the caufes or o~caﬁons ot this waverin;

1. Men’s conceit of their own wifdom. “?raver-
ing or doubting implics a confcioufnefs of ignorance;
how then doch it fpring from felf-conceit? When
perfons come to the ftudy ot the fcriptures, full of
themiclves, with all their prejudices ftrong about
them, it may well be faid of them that hearmg they
do not hear, and fecing they do not perceive, and
reading they do not learn. Only the humble and
the fimple-minded attain to certainty and eftablith-
ment in divine truth, according to the {cripture,

E Matth.




34 \ Effay on the Religious

Matth. xi. 15. A¢ that time Fefus anfwered and faid,
I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and carth,
becqufe thou baft hid thefe things from the wife-and pru-
dent, and haf® revcaled them to babes. 1 Cor. 1il. 18,
Let no man deceive himfelf: if any man feemeth to be
wife in this world, It /mn become a fool that he may be
o&{/f.

2. Duplicity. James 1. 8. 4 double minded-man is
unflable in all bhis ways. The diforders of the heart
will very much affe&t the exercife of the underftand-
ing; and we need not wonder if wc are not certain
of truths to which we have an averfion; or if we
waver, where we have no inclination to be fixed.

. Want of experience of the {piritual favour and
fanﬁlfymg eficacy of divine truth. By fuch ex-
perience, while perfons have the moft permanent
convictions, their affections are engaged, and they
crc rooted and grounded in the love of the truth,
How direétly oppofite to the charater of which we
{peak, was that of the faints recorded in fcrlpture'
to whofe tafte the word was fuwt r than the honey
a'rcpfing from ihe comby and <cho eftcemed it more than
their neceffary fiod. 1 at any tume they were tempt-
ed to waver, lhey fet themfelves, through the mercy
of God upholding them, to refift the temptation: and
uhcncver they felt any difpefition to flacken their
refiftance, or to fall in with the temptation, they
faidy This is mine infirmity: Nor would they allow
themfelves any reft, till in the way of going to God’s
faa&uary and in the diligent uft: of appointed means,
they were, through God’s blefling, delivered, and
braught to a tborou gh eftablifiment in the very
truth about whick th;y had been tempted to waver.
See remarkable examples of this in the 73d and 77th
pfalms.  Whence was it that they were fo refolute
in holding faft the truth? The reafon was, they had

cxpericnced the favine, fan&ifving power of it in
their
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their hearts; they received it as the word of God
that wrought in them efleCtually. It is owing to the
want of this experience that wavering or doubting cf
the truth abounds fo much in our day.

4. The negle&mv to view divine truths as connefted
wiih the per{on of Chrift; that moft important connec-
tion, whence they derive all their favmr efficacy.
There is no part of revclation which is not more
or lefs dlre&ly, cither concerning  the woud\,rful
conftitution of the perion of G hrift, comcerning the
doing, fuffering, and glory of his pcr{'on, concerniny
the benefits to be enjoved in union to his perfon, o:
in fine, concerning the dutics by which we exprefs
our regard to his perfon, Eph. iv. 20, 21. But ye
bave not fo learned Chrift; if fo be, that ye have beard
him, and have becn taught by bim, as the trith is in
Fefus.

. A great many occurrences or incidents are laid
hold of as pretences for w vering: fuch as the dif-
putes about matters of religion, the emineat men,
and their plaufible reafoning on both fides of a quef-
tion, the adherents to oppolite religious tenets being
equally virtuous or equally immoral.

THE prevalcnu: of this charalter in the reformed
churches feems to b one prmcnpnl caufe of the pre-
fcut decline of religion in them, gnd indeed threatens
their utter ruin. They not only fhew no difpofition to
make any farther advances in rgforination, but have
loft all refolution to hold falt¥what they attained.
Hence they allow in heir communion {uch as are
not athamed to ridicule the lcading principles of
the reformation.

EustaTinius and Polvfephus were intimate {riends.
Their conv crfation often turncd on relizion.  Fufta-
thius, thouzh d: uly lamentine that his pwﬁ‘ icney in
the knawled e of divine truth was o far from hiing
anf{werable ro the advantayes he cmoved, was Ur ’n{v

ia_.ai.n.u.l-l
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perfuaded of many dorines which he had learned
from the {criptures, and which he found the Holy
Spirit made ufe of as the appointed means of our fanc-
tification. Polyfephus, on the contrary, having taken
up many of his religious opinions from the conver-
fation of the gay and the fafhionable part of the
world, was led to think that a certain knowledge of
religion is unattainable, and that on this fubject it is
of fmall confequence what a perfon affirms or what
he denies.

LustaTHius and Polylephus happened one day
to meet at the houfe of their common {riend. They
found that they had come from the fame village, but
by different roads. Upon which Polyfephus took oc-
cafion to obferve, That virtuous people, of difierent
rei1grous perfuafions, would, in like manncr meet in
heaven ar lalr.

Euvs., Whatever idca you may have of the cha-
ralier of virtuous peopic, [ am fure there are opinions
that tend to lead us away both rrom holinefs and from
heaven.  ¥rrors are among thole evil thoughts which
procceding out of the heart, deide the man, The
apoftle lays it down as the confequence of an error
concerning the reiurrcdion of the dead, That our
faith is wain, and <ce are ftiil 17 our fins,  If the truth
make us free fiom {in, dien crrov muft tend to bring
or keep us under the power of it. Indeced, it is a
principle of common fenfe, that we cannot fhew any
due regard to a chdbacter which we take to be fome-
thing altogether ditferent from what it really is. But
what elfe 1s our obedience than the regard we fhew
to the God of falvation, as he is revealed in the {crip-
tures of truth?

Por. I am often at a lofs when 1 confider the fair
pretences of the different parties which now divide
the Chriftian world.

Eus. From the very beginning there were wolves

mn
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in fheeps cloathing that got into the flock of Chrift,
aot fparing it. ‘Thele occafioned divifions and offen-
ces even in the firlt ages of the Chriltian church.
Many of thefe difcovered themfelves in broaching o-
pinions which were a difgrace as well to reafon as to
Chriftianity: fuch were the Gnoftics and the Mani-
checs. - Afterward, when the rulers of the world
began to favour the Chriftian church, the dominion
of fome afpiring ceclehaltics grew up by degrees,
till it had all thie marks aud churacters of the man o

Jiny and fon of perdition, whe cppsfell and cialteth him-
[elf above all that is called God, or that is worfbipped ;
fo that be, as Ged, fitteth in the temple of Ged, fhewing
himfelf that he is Ged. 'The greater part of what was
called the Chriftian world {ubmitting themfelves to
this dominion, the faithful few who endeavoured to
adhcre to the fimplicity of the truth as it is in Je-
fus, were obliged to feparate themfelves from the
majority. The world, thercfore, called them fome-
times Lollards, fometimes Wickliilites, fometimes
Huflites; for it always reckoned them odious and
contemptible. At laft, by the inflrumentality of
Luther and other preachers of the everlafting gofpel,
the tenth part of the city fell, and that clorious event,
the reformation from Ponerv, was brought about.
Then whole provinces and kingdoms toox the name
of Proteftants, and flocked to the banner of Chrift’s
teftimony againft Poperv. Dut even in thefe Pro-

teftant countries, the devil was at no lofs for inftru-
ments to corrupt or to opwofe the church of God.
Protefltant princes were led to gratify their ambition
at the church’s expence. The reftraints that thofe
princes put upon the conicicnces of their fubjets, and
the liberty they took to mould the Proteftant churches
to their tafte and inclination, induced many of the
faithful to maintain their Chriltian freedom, and the

purity of golpel ordinances, by tellifying againft the
conftitution
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conftitution of thefe churches, and, at laft, by fepa-
rating from them. The princes, impatient of being
thwarted in their {chemes by thefe diffenters, tried,
at firlt, to fuprefs them by coercive methods; but
ﬁndxmr the attempt utterly unfuccefsful, they difco-
vered that they would gain their pohtual ends much
better by toleration. "Vhus providerce, at laft, hav-
ing granted to diffenters from national eﬁabhﬂxmentq
outward peace and profperity, they became numer-
ous, and in a great meafure fathionable; they were
- of the world as well as in it.  Then the minds of men
took a new turn: formerly they acquired reputation
and made their fortunes by paying their court to kings
and to their minifters, and by conforming to the cl-
tablithed religion; but now they attain the fame
worldly objeéts by other means more adapted to a
cultivated ftate of fociety; by forming fyftems of the-
ology, by addrefs, by eloquence, by their pretenfions
to fuperior fanctity and wifdom. But a dutiful re-
gard to God’s word as our only rule is as plainly
different from the levity, the vain curiofity, and the
affe€ted fingularity which prevail with fearifts, as
from the mean complaifance, the implicit faith and
blind obedience with which the ditates of popes and
princes, in matters of religion, have been received.
The fame divine authority condemns thofe who /icap
up to themfelves teachers baving itching ears, and tbq/e
who receive the mark of the beaf?.

Por. When Ifee a fet of people diftinguithed by
the purity and fimplicity of their manners, I am apt
to think their principles not fo bad as their cnemics
rcprefent thom.

Eus. T with to difapprove as much as any onc of
exagrerating the faults or errors of others, as being
a thing both uncharitable and unjuft. But it you
mcan, that when we hear fome fectarifts applauded
by all the world as excezdingly virtuous, we are

nicrely
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merely on that account to conclude that their opini-
ons, however unfcriptural we have reafon to think
them, are innocent and unblamable: I am afraid
your telt of religious principles will prove a very falfe
one. In the firlt place, View them clofer. What
{cems beautitul to the fuperficial eye, is often difco-
vered by a feverer fcrutiny to be full of deformity.
Enquire whether they have an impartial regard to the
whole of God’s law; to the firft as well as to the fe-
cond table of it; whether they be men of prayer as
well as men of honour: whether they are {piritually
‘minded: whether they are not much difpofed to jui-
tity themfelves and to defpife others: whether they
do not make morc mention of their own righteouf-
nels than of Chrift’s: and whether they do not pay
more attention to the devices of men than to the or-
dinances of God: Sins in thefe and the like refpects,
however much the world may make light of them,
are peculiarly heinous in the fight of God. Indeed
what is highly ¢fleemed among men, isan abomination to the
Lord. And then fuppofing there are many things in
their outward deportment amiable or praife-worthy,
{hould not thefe things be rather afcribed to the prin-
ciple of honour, to the natural dictates of confcience,
to fome valuable truths which they ftill retain, than
to their falfe and dangerous opinions.

Pory. But does not our Lord lay it down as the
rule whereby we may know falfe teachers, By tbe:r
Jfruits ye Shall know them?

EusTt. Yes, Polyfephus but then you muft under-
ftand by thefe fruits whatever is contrary to the power
of godlinefs. Though a doftrine may not fenfibly lead
us to fuch 1rregular1tles of outward conduct as may
expole us to the cenlure of the world; yet if it has
a native tendency to flatter our pride or unbelicf, to
make us lukewarm to the concerns of Chrift’s kmg—

dom, to lcflen our godly forrow for fin, or our {piri=
tual
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tual mindednefs, we may be fure that fuch a doc-
trine is not from God. Our Lord having caution-
¢d his dilciples againft thole falfc teachers who,
though inwardly' ravening wolves, would come to
them in fhecp’s clothing; adds, Te fhall know them by
their fruits: that is, they will difcover themdelves to
fpiritual difcerners (who can well diftinguifh the voice
of Chrift from that of ftrangers) by their proper
fruits; by therr infeructions that caufe to err from the
swords ¢f knowledge; by their influence and example
tending to corrupt the church, and to divide her mem-
bers from the teftimony of Chrift, and from one a-
nother in him; and in fine, by their words and ati-
ons being habitually contrary to the law and the tef-
timony. We are not, however, to copclude that thefe
falfe teachers will always be reputed immoral in their
lives: On the contrary their coming in fbeep’s cloth-
ing intimates that the {fmoothnefs of gheir «external
behaviour would procure them a favoygable reception
whercver they go.  The truth is, the whole of God’s
law is evidently defigned to promote the happinefs of
men; and though they are fo much blinded by the
corruption of naturc as not to fee this tendency in
many parts of the law, in thofe efpecially which are
more {piritual and rcfined: yet they can obferve fo
much of it in other parts of the law; as leads, from a
felfih principle, to ftudy fome conformity to it in
their outward condu&t. Now, falfe tcachers may
carry their morality thus far (which is all that is ne-
ceflary to gain the applaufe of the world) confiftently
cnough with their attempts againft the ;‘rity of the
truths and ordinances of Chrift. Hence we hear fo
many cncomiums on fome deipifers, oppofers, and

blafphemers of the inftitutions of Chrift in our day,
Porv. You fhould not give people uncharitable
names. When perfons become pofitive as to the truth
of
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of their religious opinions, they pats the hartheft
cenfures on fuch as cannot fee things in the fame
light. In my mind, uncertainty with moderation is
better than fuch ungoverned zeal.

EpsTt. Uncharitablenefs, I think, may be defin-
ed, the hatred of our neighbour, or at leaft, the
want of due love to him, manifefted in 2 difpofition
to condemn him without fufficient evidence of guiit,
or to put a bad conftruction on what may admit of
a good one. But it is no hatred of our brother, but
an inftance of real friendfhip, to inform him of any
thing that 18 wrong in his principles or practice, giv-
ing him fuch a reprefentation of it as tends to bring
him to a proper fenfe of 1its finful nature and pernici-
ous confequences. It would no doubt, be unchari-
table to charge one with erroneous cpinions without
fufficient evidence, from his own confeflion or other-
wife, of his holding them. But if the opinions that
one proclaims and glories in, are plainly unfcriptur-
al, it is our duty, it is true charity to reprcve him
and warn others by declaring fuch opinions to be,
what they really are, unfcriptural. |

PoLy. But it may be, he 18 in the right, and your
own opinions, not his, are unfcriptural,

Eust. Then I amt chargeable with rathpefs and
miftake. But I fpeak of the conneflion between a
certain knowledge of our brother’s érror, and the
duty of teftifying againft it. In which cafe, our tel-
timony and admonition may, through the Lord’s
blefling, turn one from the error of bis way, and fave
his foul from death.

IT would be very abfurd for one who had neglec-
ted to give his friend good council in a cafe w%xere
it was plainly neceflary, to juftify the neglet by the
general principle, that there is a poflibility of miftak-
ing the nature and confequences of human actions.

It 18 equally unreafonable to negle&t declaring the
I truth,
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truth, or warning others againtft error, for ihis gene-
ral reafon, that we may be wrong in our views of
both. Indeed; if this rcafoning, that becaufe men
may be and frequently are miftaken, we mult not juppofe
ourfelves to be certain of any thing in particular, nor
act as if we were fo, be once admitted: then our ac-
quaintance with hiftory, and even our knowledge of
the common ‘affairs of life, whether acquired by our
own experience; or by the teftimony of others, will
be of little or no ufe: .

Porv. But does not too much confidence of the
truth of our opinions hinder us from an impartial ex-
amination of them. A little fcepticifm feems more
favourable to free inquiry.

Eust. Yes, Polyfephus; there is a rational {cep-
ticifm which is highly commendable; for never will
we be fenfible where evidence is, unlefs we be fen-
fible where it is not. ' If we doubt of a propofitjon,
we fhould have a reafon for doubting ef it. That
reafon being entirely removed, we cannot rationally
doubt any longer: we are certain of it. That cer-
tainty, being fincere, not pretended; being real
not imaginary; inftead of being fhaken by the freeft
enquiry is more firmly eftablifhed. o

WiTH refpe€t to opinions in general, certainty
is the end we aim at in our enquiries concerning
them. But furely it is unreafonable to fuppofe :%:at
a partial attainment of our end will difcourage us
from ufing the means. Succefs will rather animate
our endeavours. It is well known, that there is go-
thing 1n mathematical {cience that fo much engages
perfons to profecute it, as the certainty with which it
is attended. '

CHRISTIANS, indeed, are oftéen anxious to aveid
the hearing of falfe teachers or the reading of erro-
ncous books; but this does not proceed from an un-
willingnefls to have their principles thoroughly exa.

mined:
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mined: thefe they know will endure the fevereft fcru-
tiny: But knowing- they have a depraved nature fuf-
ceptible of wrong impreffions, they are jultly afraid of
having the affetlisns: alienated from the truth; the
affe&tions which would bias the underftanding, and
hinder it from difcerning the evidence of- divine
truth. The evidence of divine ‘truth, they kr-w,
cannot be overturned, but then they may lofe fight of
it. Thus a mathematician’s fear that he may for-
get the demonftration of a propofition in Euclid, is
very different from a fear. that the demonftratiosi it-
felf may prove a fophifm. |

Pory. Enthufialts pretend a great deal of certain.
ty with regard to what all but themlelves fee to be
extravagant fancies.

Evst. In my mind it is for want of that fatisfac-
tion which the certainty of divine truth affords, that
perfons are led tg take up with vain imaginations,
and become enthufiafts. Hence a folid and full per-
- fuafion of the truth asit.is in Jefus, is the only never-
failing prefervative aguignft enthufiafim. |
~ Ir a propofition is evidently founded on fome plain
- text, and is agreeable to the general tenor of fcrip.
ture; if its teridency is the fame with that of the gra-
cious revelation which God hath beftowed on us, to
give all glory to God, and to exclude the boafting of
the creature; the truth of fuch a propofition, where the
authority of the fcripture is duly regarded, cannot
reafqnablfy be called in queftion. But whatever ufe
an enthufiaft feems to make of the letter and fome.
times of the dofrine of fcripture, his affent to any
propofition is chiefly influenced by fome favourite
but ungrounded imagination, to which he thinks it
agreeable; by the ftrong impreffions that it make
upon him; by the hopes and the joys which it jn-
{pires: An enthufiaft cannot bring himfelf to exa-
minc impartially the apinions on ;&ich his hopes and

 joys”
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joys are fovaded, for this plain réafon; that it is for
the fake of his hopes and joys that he entertains thofe
opinions*. On the .contrary, the Chriftian is anxi-
ous to know whether his opinions he according to
the {criptures, becaufe it i8 oh account of their a-
greeablenefs to. the fcriptures that he holds them.
Befides the enthufiaft. is whally intent upon fome
particular part .of religion tc the negleét of other
partst: and what he thus doats on is moft common.
ly {fome imagination or invention of his own: But
the Chriftian’s bclieving adherence to any truth or
duty of God’s word, initead of leading him, like the
enthufialt’s fond attachinent, to neglet other truths
or duties, never fails to encreafe his uniform and
univerfal regard for them. .

Pory. If | profecute my enquiries, I am afraid I
fhall be continually changing my religious perfua-
fion; on the other hand, 1t is dangerous to continue
in an error. .‘

Eust. Go on, by all means, Polyfephus, in your
enquiries. As you advance, the truths you already
know will be known more perfe@ly: every ftep you
take wiil throw new light upon them; every difh-
culty or objetion, when removed, will ftrengthen
‘your conviction. Every prejudice and every error
you get rid of, will contribute to your eltablifhbment
in the truth. Only let your enquiries be diretted
by the fcripture, influenced by the love of the truth
as it is in Jefus, and accompanied with earneft pray-

ers to God, faying, What [ know not teach thou. me.
- Diftrufting

* When the heathen philofopher faid, * That if the belief of
“ the foul’s immcrtality was a delufion, it was fo agreeable a one
“‘ that he withed to continuc in it;” he fpoke like an enthufiaft.

+ This is a remarkable trait in the charalter of an enthufiaft:
1¢ he is much in devotional exercifes, he makes little account of the
duty that he owes to his neighbour. He talks much of his tranf-
porting joy, while he difcovers little concern for the body of fin,
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Diftrufting yourfelf, lock up to &od-fox the fpirit of
wifdom and revelation in the kilowledge- of; Chritt.
Yes, Polyfephus, puth your enquiries-‘as. fay: as the
means and opportunities afferded hy Providenee per-
mit you. Shake off the reftraints of cuftom, of au-
thority, whether antient,or modern. Pay no regar
to names. or parties. Receive the tyuth whereve
you can find it. As in practice Chriftians ought to
tear nothing but fin; fo in matters of fajth they fhquld
fear nothing but error. - L
PoLy. The reafoning of one party feems very plau-
fible, till another party comes and expoles the vani-
ty of it. o S N
yEu sT. What conclufion do you draw from that?
That a pearl is no better than a glafs toy, or a piece
of pure gold than a counterfeit? I have read a ftory
of two Knights who met at a pillar which had the
fame infcription on two fides: * Sure,’”’ faid the one
Knight, as he read it on the fide next him, * he
¢ muft have been a gallant hero, and defender of in-
‘“ nocence, who is the fubjet of this golden infcripy
“ tion.” ¢ No doubt,” faid the other, reading it
on the oppofite fide; ¢ but I beg leave to corret a
‘“ miftake; the infcription is in filver.” They main-
tained their feveral aflertions with inflexible perfeve-
rance, till cach of them thought himfelf bound by all
the laws of honour and of knighthood, to lift his arms
againft {fo unreafonable an opponent. They were pre-
paring for the combat, when an honeft traveller hap-
pening to pafs that way, enquired the caufe. Both
parties being heard, the traveller defired them only
to obferve, that on the one fide of the pillar the in-
fcription was in gold; on the other it was in filver.
Thus partial views may occafion many controverfies;
in which cafe perfons may be blameable for inatten.
tion, for floth and negligence, for rafhnefs in affert-
ing more than they know, and in fuppofing they are .
acquainted

.
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acquainted with the whele of the fubje&, while the
are acquainted only with a part. But how much
mere blameable or rather criminal is the artful So-
vhifter, whois refolved to try all methods, fair and un-
fair, to iaintain fome pre-conceived opinion or the
peculiarities of his'party. In the firft place, he ftates
the queftion in fo ambiguous a manner that the read-
er or hearer is apt to confound it with fomething
quite diftinét from it. In the next place, he tries to
conneét his darling tenet with fome popular topic on
which he expatiates a great deal, in order both to
catch the attention of the public, and to prevent the
weaknefs of his arguments from being obferved.
Then he addrefles the paffions and prejudicss of his
readers or hearers, which he knows are much mere
attended to by the bulk of mankind, than candid rea-
foning." If any difficulty occur, he negleéts it, mif-
reprefents it, or treats it with contempt. ¥ he'is
writing or fpeaking againft any particular opponent,
he never fcruples to pervert his words to a meaning
the fartheft imaginable from what was plainly inten-
ded. He negledts that part of his opponent’s reafon-
ing on which he knows the greatelt ftrefs is laid ;
and imputes to him confequences which are drawn,
not from his declared principles, but from an invi-
dious conftru&ion of them, or from unguarded and
unconnefted expreflions. Thefe, not to mention ma-
ny groffer methods, fuch as lies, calumny and de-
traltion, are to be held in abhorrence by every ho-
nelt man, as well as by every fincere enquirer after
truth.

Tue fincere and modeft enquirer after trath!
Where is he to be found, who is in love with truth
for its own fake; efpecially with divine truth for the
fake of its infinitely glorious Revealer: who labours
to feparate from the fubje of his enquiry whatever
does not belong to it, that his conceptions of it may

. ‘ ' | bc
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be clear and ditin&t: who wants to mark percifely
where knowledge and cersainty end; where ignorance
and conjeCture begin: who i willing to receiye in-
ftruction from every quarter, from the lgarned and
the unlearned, from friends and foes: who rejoices
whenever truth is victerious, though hé fhould him-
felf be vanquithed: who is critical, byt.too enlarged
and elevated in his views to be nice; miodeft with-
out timidity, and bold without infolence? "

In fine; Polyfephus, the maxims of politicians may
be difcovered to be falfe, and the theories of philefo-
phers to be chimerical; but the truths of the Bible
and the peculiar dottrines of Chriftianity will only
become more illuftrious for every attempt. againit
them; and they fhall continue to fhine with increafs
ing {plendor; till he who is THg TruTtH, fhall him-
felf appear to the everlafting confufion of all his ene-
mies. o R

Porv. I have a great averfion to the chara&er of
yout sitneffes: ey are generally fierte bigots:
morofe and gloomy in their manner of living, they af-
fet to abhor every gaiety and every polite amufe-
ment. At the fame time, they are often geficient in
that purity of morals, which aione can ¢ampenfate
for their four and unfociable humour. . |

Eust. What is this hateful thing you calt a Bi-
got? Is it ene who is pofitive in his opinion; without
reafon? Then a witnels for the truth as it is in Jefus
is no bigot: becaufe he has the weightieft of all rea-
fons for what he adheres to, even the authority of
God’s word, Is it one who contends for trifles, as
if they were matters of the utmoft importance?! Ther
the faithful witnefs for the truths of Chrift is no bi-
got: becaufe we never can prize thofe truths too
much; we are to buy them and not to [ell them.
Compared to them, all thofe tranfitory advantages
fof which politicians debate and armies engage, tfre

ut
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but the toys of childrep. Is it one who is exceffive-
ly zealous for fome favourite point which he reck-
ons truth, while he difregards other things of equal
or greater confequence? Then the witnefs of Chrift
15 no bigot; for he has an univerfal regard to the
dotrines and the commands of Chrift: ‘the au-
thority of Chrift engages him to efteem them all.
Is it one difpofed to propagate his religious te-
nets by fire and fword? Then the witnefs of Chriit is
no bigot: Knowing that the wrath of man werketh
not the righteoufnefs of God, he endeavours to fhew out
of a good converfation, his works in meeknefs of wif-
dom. His chiet aim is to be like the Lord Jefus who
18 meck and lowly in beart. The weapons of his war-
fare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling
down of freng holds, 1f he is called to an account
for his religious principles, be is ‘ready to give a rea-
Jon of the bope that is in him with meeknefs and fear.
Is it one who hates any -forther difcoveries of the
truth, and defpifes the means of better information?
Then the witnefs of Chrift is by no means a bigot:
He is one who loves the light: he wants to learn
more and more of him who 1s the great Revealer of
fecrets. He defires, like Mary, to fit at his feet and
hear his words. Inftead of being proud of his wif-
dom, he acknowledges himfelf a fool, and comes to
Chrift that he may be made truly wife.

WiTH refpet to what you fay about morofenefs,
it is far from belonging to the charater of a witnefs
of Chrift as it is delineated in the Bible; which is
the only view in which we plead for that charaler.
It 1s a maxim with fuch a one, that a merry heart
doth geod like o medicine. He knows that the ways of
wifdom are ways of pleafantnefz, and all ber paths are
peace.  He has a confcientious regard to the precept,
rejoice evermore. ’

IT is true, that, though they have a relith for the

gnjoyments
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enjoyments of life, they are'careful abeut two
things: In the firft place that they be lawful; that
they be neither ﬁnful in themfelves, nor incentives to
any thing' finful. Hence they abftain. from many
fathionable: amufements ; fuch as, games of chance,
theatrical entertamments, promjfcuous dancings, and
the like.. Whoever has read the' apologics of the
primitive Chriftians, muft know that their teftimony
againft thefe things was much the fame with that of
the witnefles of Chrift at this day#.
In the next place, They do not place their ha p
nefs in outward enjoyments or pofleflions. The Lord
is their refuge and portion in the land of lge living.
Hence it ill becomes them to be elated with-worldly
profperity, or much caft down with worl¢ ly: lofles
and difappointments. But what though they have
no tafte for the riotous excefs of the fons. of diffipa-
tion? They endeavour after evennefs of temper, fohd
peace of mind, and the pofleflion of themfelves, in
the only way in which thele bleflings can ever be ob-
tainedy in the only way that God hath appointed;
that is, by a believing improvement of Chriit tor all

the purpofes ot wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanctification -
G . and

+ The reproaches that are now caft upon the witnefles of Clmﬂ
are much the fame that the Heathens ufed to throw out agau&the
primitive Chriftians. Vos vero, fays Ciecilius, pleading the caufe
of heathenifm in the O&avius of Minutius Félix, fufpenh atque fol-
lncm, honeftis vuluptatlbus abltinetis: non fpe@acula vifitis, non
pompis intereftis; convivia publica abfque vobis;——pallidi, tre-
pidi eftis,

The fame elegant author, vmdxcatmg the Chriftians on this head,
reprefents the public thows of his time in a manner that will apply
very well to thofe of our own.  Nos i igitur qui moribus ¢t pudore
cenfemur, merito malis voluptatibus ct pompis veftris et {fpectaculis
ad{tinemus, quorum noxia blandimenta damnamus.  Nunc enim
mimus vel exponit adulteria, vel monftrat: nunc enervis hiltrio
amorem, dum fingit, infligit,  Idem femulatis doloribus, lucrymag
veltras vanis geftibus et nutibus provocat.
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and redemption; by rejoicing in Chrift Jefus, having
no confidence in the flefh.

On the one hand, our Lord Chrift regards the
world as his enemy in its prevailing cuftoms, its
favourite pleafures and purfuits; and thercfore fays
to his followers, Be ye not conformed to the world. On
the other hand, the men of the world, full of enmity
arzain{t him, aveid the acquaintance of his profefled
followers; and are prone to condemn, without know-
ing them. It is true, though the view they have tak-
en of them has been diftant and fuperficial, yet
thcy have obferved two things with regard to them:
one is, their profefled relation to Chrilt: the other is,
the contraricty of their tafte, of their fentiments, and
of the general tenor of their conduct, to their own.
‘Thefe two things arc ¢nough to make the world hate
them.

Asf to what is really immoral in the converfation of
fome profefled witnefies for the truth, 1 have no a-
pology to ofter: it muft be acknowlcdged and la-
mented with fhame and confufion of face. One
thing however is obvious, that it 1s wrong to draw
a conclufion from fuch particular inftances againft the
character in general of witnefles for Chrift; fince
thofe inftances are plainly deviations from tt  cha-
racter; and fince it is unjuft to impute the f of
fonre individuals to the whole body with wh . (hey
tand connected.  Though the offences of thofe pro-
fcfhing a firict adherence to the truths of Chrift are
nuinerous aud hemnous, and deeply aggravated;
depraved rature is the fame in them as in others; as
the devii and the world, from the mortal hatred they
Lear them, are fure to referve for them, the moft
violent aflfaults or the moft refined and fubtle me-
thods of temptation; and as their irregularities con-
trafted with the fpoﬂcf» purity of their evangelical
protcflion, appear o much the more glaring and c-

NOTIMOUS °
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normous: vet atter all, we have reafon to think the
charges that the wo:ld brings acainft thein would be
cont: dcmbly diminithed, were we to dedudt whate-
ver has been added to their real oifences by caiumny
and flander; whatever, in the cale of olmro, men
would aferibe o the unavoidable weak:efs of humne
nature; whaiever ex d“gtldthl" reprelentations fone
have given of particular taults in order to bring down
to thexr level a character which, their confuen td«k'
tifies, 13, in general, fuperior to their own, -

The trurh 15, all the evil with which the men of
the world reproach the witnefles of jc{fu'c 15 little to
what they fee in themfelves. Thcv knovghe plagu:
of their own heart: they readils y acknowl
felves the chict of finners. Were you to ciimgliment
them on their piety and virtue, they woul et the
tulfome flattcry: ¢ We are only poor a}rs,”
would they fay; ¢ and as no cuteafs ready QMocrifh
‘“ whcre ever in greater need of Ltl\’dtxon W
¢ through our Lord" ]dus Chrift: and our quar-
‘““ rel with the world is thise thaL they ncgle
great falvation, and refufe to give God t
¢« of 1t.””—Whence 15 the forrgw which tly
ignorantly calls melancholy and morolenefs
are they fo oft in the hofffe of mourning, andwalk
{oftly all their years in the bitternefs of theis
Why 1s there a mixture of fadnels in all their |
And why riies the figh from the bottom of the
even in the moment of tranfporting joy? TheRrue
reafon is, they groan under the burden of a depraved
nature: its deceitful workinos and deplorable ef-
fefts are matter ot hourly hmc ntation.

Porv. Uncertainty dbﬁt%rt igious opinions icems
to do little harm, 1Y |

Eusrt, It 1 difhonosureble to God: 1t reflects u-
pon that revclation which he hath given uy, as if ic
were fo obfeure and douBtful as to be unfit to an-

{wer
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fwer its end. WNay, if we do not Leiicve God’s
rceurd, that is, i we are not certain of 1t, the apof-
te Jehn aflures us, we make the God of truth a liar.
We can have no experience ot the fwectncfs or {av-
mg efficacy of divine truth, unlels wo are affured of
t. While you willingly or mdolently harbour any
uncertunty of divine truth, you are apt to give it
up altogether: you arc an ealy prey to every {edu-
cer. You muft ftand upon fure ground, it you
would not be drawn away with the error of the
wicked,

Trire {eems to be no relicions duty or {piritual
excreife 8t what is ]‘muxul by wavcering.  One
who ail himiel! ii, cannot read or hc,ar the
word wigh rrofir. beesnic he does not mix it with
fita, g 1, with & “‘.x poriveiion of the truth,
tieh. 1’ 2. He cnnnot pray, aceepiably, for we are
v o/l fith iidiing wavering s fur he that waver-
i@l a wave of toe Jedy driven weith ibe wind and
f;,/u/ James 1. 6. He cannet receive the facraments
arighis becaute the very end of them is to confirm
cur fawi, aind deliver us frem wavering.  Finally, if
we wopid hold fatt our profedion, we muft itudy to

r frg irom wavering, Heb. x. 23,
gv. [ am dx.cnura;_;cd by the levity of .ay tem-
ich difpoles me much to wavering, and by the
wifigltics which muft be furmounted before one
Wt the certain knowledge of divine truths.
~Eust. You fhould, theretore, defpair of attain-
g the faving knowledge of divine truth by your
own endeaveours iacreiv.  Come to Chritt who 15 the
great praphet whom the Lord our God bath raifcd wup
unto us. Look to him fof all that cfletual teaching
which is imported in fuch promifc, as thefe; T/ch
fhall be all taught of God ; They fhall all know me from
the leqft cven to the gr eatyff ; [ il teach thee to profit.
Truft in him as the Wonderful Councellor for the ac-

complifhment
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corap!ifhment of thefe promifes, and you fhall not be
difapponted nor afhamed.

%p not offended at the manner of Chrift’s fchool.
Fie bef deflon yoy have to learn 1s very humbling
and mortitying to proud nature; it is concerning
your <0 ignorance and unworthinefs. And then
he tcaches much by experience: he may probably
bring vou through fire and water in order to teach
you :crme important leflon thoroughly. As he led
the tr.elites forty ycars in the wildernefs and hu
blcd them, that they might know what was in the..
kcart, and might learn that man liveth not by bread
alone, but by every word procceding out of the mouth of
the Lord, Deat. viii. 2. 3. Be not difcouraged, how-
ever; the more you know of the Lord’s way of
teaching, you will fee the more of his wifdom, his
kindnefs and condefcenfion in it. ‘They are but
ftrangers to him, who think him an auflere or hard
mafter.

Bi much in prayer. If any man lack <wifdom, let
bim afk it of God, wwho giveth to all liberally and upbraid-
cth none; and it fball be given bim. Ak the Spirit,
Luke x1. 13. He is our gwide into Jivine truth.
Look to the Lord that he may eftablith and kecp
your. 1t 1s grace that eflablithes the heart, Heb. xiii.-/nY
V. The finccre bot defponding  Chrijtrar,  Per-
fons of this character love Chrift, and have commu-
nion with him in his ordinances. Hence the good
of the church, which is his body, is the chief obje&
of their concern. But on taking a furvey of the pre-
fent ftate of religion, they are apt to indulge them-
fclves in fuch a plaintive ftrain as the following.

““ Aras,” fays onc of them, ¢ the work of Chrift
¢ in my foul feems to make no progrefs. I am very
“ much under the feet of my enemies. The Lord
“ is dithonoured: 1 have little or ne ftrength for

¢ fpirituul




54 Effay on the Relz:gz'ous

e
(44
(14
(14
1 44
1 44
44
44
£€
44
114
114
€<
[ 44
({4

46

(14
14
€é
€<
44
(14
€<
(44
({4
(44
€¢
(44
€3
(14
(11
111
(14

¢

[ A%

{piritual exercifes, foi the mortification of fin, or
tor walking in nev <. of life. It is long fince I
had any comfortab experience of the Lord lift-
ing up the light of . “ountengpce upon me; and
now I am apt to call in queltion the reality of for-
mer experiences. Still [ defire to wait on him in
his ordinances; but I generally find he has with-
drawn bimifelf.  Such being .ay own cafe, I need
the lefs wonder ai the mournful things in the pub-
lic ftate -7 religion. Yet I muft lament thefe things ;
Ide -, Icannot feek or expect my own deli-
verance, but in the way of feeking and expetting
the deliverancc of the church of God. The great
things that God wrought for his church are for-
gotten, immorality and profanenefs awfuilyabound,
public ordinances are fadly neglected. Befides,
men are forming to themfelves new fchemes of re-
ligion, with fair and plaufible pretences. And they
feem to profper in their way; whilc many ferious
Chriftians are drawn over to their fide. Our Lord
does not now plead his caufe by giving fuch re-
markable checks to the oppofers of his work, or
fuchremarkable countenance to the profefied friends
of it, as he was wont to do in former times. Alas!
thefe profefled friends are grown too much like
the church of Laodicea, lukewarm, neither ccld
nor hot; and therefore our Lord threatens to fpue
them out of his mouth. Nay, he feems to have
begun the execution of his threatening in the aw-
ful fpiritual judgments that abound among us.
‘I'nere 1s a great reftraint of the Iloly Spirit; and

‘we are under a great prevalence of atheitm, un-

beliet, carnaiity, and fintul conformity to the world.
The glory is departed from our Iirach.”
THis, to be fure, is a molt deplorable cafe; and

he muft have a heart void of fenfibility to all that
regards the glory of God, or the welfare of his church,

who
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who is not affetted with it. But ftill an unbelievin
defpondency is quite unjuftifiable. We are indif-
penfibly bound to judge bim faithful why bath promif-
ed, even when providence wears the gloomieft af-
ped, and appears the moft to contradi@ the promife.
Like Abraham, againf? hope we are to believe in bope.
‘We muft endeavour to do fo, as we would not
with to be chargeable with the crime of making the
God of truth a Jiar. 1t was the approved exercife of
ail the faints recorded in fcripture, particularly of that
illuftrious group of them in the eleventh of the e-
piftle to the Hebrews, to truit the divine word in op-
pofition to all appearances. Two things are always
at the bottom of this defponding frame of fpirit.

Tue firlt is, a difpofition to think of the church,
as if it were to be fupported and advanced by the fame
worldly means that are ufed to fupport and advance
a civil fociety, and that without thofe external fup-
ports, it muit be ruined. On the contrary, we are
to confider the church as a building, the carrying cn
of which is in Chrift’s hands; for he fball build the
temple of the Lord, and fball bear the glory: We are
to confider it as the fruit of the travail of his foul;
the produétion and gathering of which cannot pof-
fibly fail, being altogether the work of the wifdom,
power, mercy and faithfulnefs of God: We are to
confider it as the body of Chrift, which by his infi-
nite care and leve, is in as perfet fafety (fo faith be-
holds it) amidft all his enemies on earth, as the hu-
man nature of his wonderful perfon, far, far as it is
beyond their reach in heaven.

THE other thing is rathnefs in dewrmining, that
the Lord 1s not at all accomplifhing his promife, be-
caufe be 1s not doing fo to our carnal apprehenfions
and limited views. Jacob was in this unbelieving
halte when he faid, A/l thefe things are againgt
me. What political fagacity could have difcerned the

advancement




advancement of Jofeph in his ftate of flavery and im-
prifonment? Who would have thought that God was
accomplithing the moft glorious of all his works in
humitiation and fufferings of Chrift, in the reproach-
es, the temptations, the mocking, fcourging, buf-
feting, crowning with thorns, the wrath of God, and
the curfed death which he endured?

As thefe defponding apprehenfions have a tenden-
cy to relax our endeavours for the advancement of
Chrift’s kingdom; {o they are too eften ufed as a
pretext or excufe for the neglett of fuch endeavours.
The language of fpiritual floth is like that of one who
came to the ruler of the {ynagogue from his houde ;
Thy daughter is dead, trouble not the Mafler.

T is indeed our duty to mourn for the grounds
of the Lord’s controverfy with us. But unbelieving
defpondency unfits us for the exercife; fince it har-
dens dhe heart by leading us to entertain difhonour-
able {fuipicions of God as if he would not, or could
not accomplith his promife. Unbelieving defponden-
cy is only grieved for the Lord’s righteous procedure
againft a finning people; but gofpel-humiliation is a
kindly forrow of heart for the fin and rebellion which
have been the caufe of fuch awful procedure. Un-
believing defpondency icads us to murmur at the
ways of Ged, and to excufe our own condu; on
the contrary, true humiiiation of foul leads us to
juftifv God and condemn ourfelves. This defpon-
dency, therefore, however it may put on the mailk
of humility, is, at bottom, the moft intolerable
pride and rebellion.

So much with regard to the fpirit of defpondency
in general; we may now confider fome of tl.. parti-
culars complained of.

IN reply to all thefe particulars we may obferve,
that it is the Lord’s ufual way to fuffer his work, both
in perfons and in churches, to bc brought very low,

~ even



even to the very brink of utter deftrution, at leaft
in their apprehenfion, that his revival of it may be
the more confpicuous; that he may appear in his glo-

. Another reafon why he fuffers it to be fo, is,
gat his people, deprived of all carnal means and of
every fenfible fupport, may be thut up to a fingle
dependence on the God of their falvation, on that
unfeen hand that hath wrought fuch wonders, and
is ever working for the church’s deliverance. In
the promife, the tribulation of the church is infal-
libly conne&ed with Ler deliverance; and the appa-
rent extreme of the former with the moft glorious
inftances of the latter; a conne&ion which, if believ-
ed and duly improved, would give us meat out of the
eater, and f[weetnefs out of the firong.

WE need not wonder that very fair and plaufible
fchemes are formed in oppofition to the teftimony of
Chrift; and fome of the Lord’s people themfelves
are led away by them, as the apoftle Peter was of-
tener than once, to oppofe the work of God. Many
and various are the devices of Satan: He leads the
men cf the world to an open and dire& oppofition to
the caufe of Chrift; but he has more refined me-
thods of drawing even the godly to oppofe it in fome
refpet or another. The Lord himfelf permits it to
be fo, that the church may fee the neceflity of hav-
ing a fingle regard to the law and the teftimony; to
fhew her members that they are not to call any man
mafter in the matters of God, however great his ufe-
fulnefs or his attainments in godlinefs; to incite
Chriftians to more diligence in fludying the teftimo-
ny of Chrift; for as many of the properties of gold
are -difcovered by comparing it with fuch metals as
are likeft\it in appearance; fo we may attain a more
accurate knowledge of the caufe of Chrift, or the
werd of his patience, by comparing it with the fchemes
of rcligion which bear the heareft refemblance to it.
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in fine, the Lord permits it to be fo in order to thew
Chriftians what hazard they run, while in this world,
of being corrupted both in principle and praé‘tice.
The molt emincnt faint may foon be led aftray, if
he grow carelefs and unw: *chful.

Wi have great canfe to lament the abounding of
fpiritual judgments; thefe are far more unequivocal
evidences of God’s wrath againft a people than any
outw ard calamities. Few, mdeed have any fight or
fenfe of them; but thev are only fo much t1e more fatal.
Well may we Wlﬂl, with the prophet, that our head
were sealcrs, and our eyes a fountain of tears, to mourn
the fore fpiritual judgyments that lie upon this genera-
tion. Only in fuch exercife, we thould guard againft
two errors.  One is charging God foolifhly, as if he
were to be blamed for thefe judgments: the procur-
lng cauic of all the hidings of his face, of our unpro-

fitable attendaiice on ordinances, of our hearts be-
ing hardencd from his fcar, and of our being left to
err from his way, is whoily with ourf«.lves, not with
God: Tor hefays to us, T/)c Lord is wiils you, while
ye are wiid Nim: and if ye /m him, he will be Sfound
of you ; but if ye f// “fuke /r;m, be will forfake you. We
have ourfelves only to blame for the reftraint of the
Holy Spirit Micah ii. 7. O thou that art named the
Houfe o Facch, is //>e Spirit of the Lord flraitened?
Are thee Dis delizs? Do net my seerds good to him
that <valictlh wupr .-/;’,° The cther crror which we
fhould ftudy to avoid, is, unthwkfulnefs for what
kindncis thc Lord flil! continues to fhew his people.
We have his word and ordinances; and we may
well bedicve they ha\c their effets, however little
obdlcrved: for wohercvcr be makes bis name be recorded,
he will coie unto Lis people, and blefs them.  While
he favours v with the pure prcwchmg of the word
and ti-c odiuiflration of bis ordinances, fome will
be Lo in ooy {ome will be edified; Chriftians
may
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may want a very comfortable fenfe of the Lord’s pre-
fence, but ftill his hand will lead them and fupport
them. Perhaps indeed they know it not now; but
they fhall know it hereafter. O how much reafon
have beli~vers to be thankful for what light and con-
vittion, for what ftrength, refrefhment and eftablith-
ment the Lord affords them by means of his word,
cven while they are faying, Verily, thou art a God
that hideft thyfelf, O God of Ifrael, the Saviour!
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