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A Discourse, J-.

2 Chron. 35, 24

Acn ALL JUDAMN axp JERUSALEM MOURRED v
JOSIALL

RERIIE S

THE mourning of aftectionate {urvivors for
deceafed friends, prevails among all kindieds and
languages on carih without exception ; it is co-ex-
tended with death’s unlimited fway, and will dcfeend
down through the unborn ages of all future time,
*ill the univerfal conqueror fhall be fubducd. ‘The
cuftom is not blameable, but eminently laudable, as
cvincing a tender [ ufceptible difpofition which both
Reafon and Revelation approve.

Y151 mourning of States and Nations over <oli-
fpicuous mefit departed, 18 likewife common and
equally commendable.  When tranfc ndently ufcful
Characiers arc removed, the lofs muft be feverely fclt,
1d will be fincerely deplored. Let the lamentations
ot both kinds proceed cven toan ¢xtreme—=pathating
circemfances may sinduce us (o commifcrate the
(xtravagance a- a pandonable weaknels, rather than
Dlame 0 oas a criminal excofs,  Currefponding

appetanirs of the nnprefhons made witl be difplaved.
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lively evidences of them will be exhibited, on every
fuitable occafion.  Should thefe indications of inward
dillrefs alle pafs moderate bounds, fympathetic fpec-
tators will again find an adequate apology.  Perfons
dear to us as our own fouls are taken forever away.
* The furvivors dic”—no teftimony of rezard feems
too great to beflow on their precious micmories.
With zqual readinels the heart and hand expand to
ateelt our veneration for the father of his ¢ ountry, for
the friend of mankind called from the land of the
hiving,  Superior atteinments in religious excellence
may give fome .:Z‘-li'.‘..’:’Lhrl'\“.'lil!"\' felf-command, which
cnables them to controul the ufual tendernefs of hu-
nity, fo as to reftrain expreflions of grief within fo.
I'r:. Such acquifitions will thew their reality

in an hubitunl courfe of exemplary virtue; where this

is wanting, and aftcady attention is paid to theditates
of cool deliberate faving, under fore bereavements,
wene reeive not the "lL""V "'-rc“"inu* ]J!ilhi"h' but
genuine proofs of an u niccling and infenfible make.
We do well then to imitate the conduét of the He-
brews mentioned in the text, when a fimilar occur-
reice h: ings it to our remembrance, and recommends

1t oy .,dup:mu.

Tur favorite of God and Man for whom th: y
forrowed!, gave early pre fages of future eminence,
and “all near the forticth vear of his life in which ke
fell, um.ul‘itmr.v realized their fond e xpectations.
It is no wender it th tey wailed their irreparable lofs in
unufual flrains of woe, To mourn for him was

nade an ordinance in Hrael to Le annually chierved,
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1 book of iamentations was compoied fof (he puipoie.
When any fignal calamity belel them 2 fterwards,
they compared their diftref to the mourning for fo-
fiah, as the moft exprefiive reprefentation of its dread-
ful extremity.—May no vengeful hand be permitted
to renew the degree and extent of .rrow excited in
our Nation by the melancholy event which we now
commemorate,

It has been obferved that the practice of man-
kind in this reipeét refts ea the beft and foundefts
priaciples,  Wature has implanted in our hearts ten.
der pailions, which muft therefore have of jects adapt-
ced to work upon them, and call forth thar cpera-
tions. Without the laft the 6248 would Prove unnc-
cellary and improper.  Tior does relirion condomn
their exercile, or attempt to deftroy their exidence,
but cherithes and improves them both | by precepr
and example. Perufe David’s lamentation over Saui
and Jonathan, whereby vou will learn the fenilii-
ties of a Hero and a Saint under the fore prefiuse of
deep-felt forrow.  * Ye mountains of Gilbo: gy let
there be no dew upon you, neither let there be rain
upon  you, nor fizlds of offerings.—i'he beanry of
Hraclis flain on the high places ; how are the miylity
fallen and the weapons of war perithed.””  Soliss
tells us there is a time 1o weep and a time (o mourn 3
but a greater than Solomen is here 3 fofus we Pl ;
he wept at the death of a friend. ; he wept over the
approaching ruin of Jerulalem ; l-.i, nltl.l‘.u‘! jurftifies
the indulcence of private and public afittions, per-

mitiing beth to by raifs ! by | :5';?-!& CHETTRUey
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Whilc on carth he was aman of forrows and acquaint-/
ed with gricf. He died for finners, and now exalt-
ed to glory inconceivable, he is touched with the
feeling of human infirmity.  May we be cffectually
engaged 1o rely on Him as our only Saviour from the
tyranny of fin, and the reflorer of our fpiritual free-
dom.

[11e meditations we are engaged in further ad-
monifh us to enlarge our views, that we may realize
the vanity of the furrounding fcene, with rclation to
its prefent uncertainty and final mufunnnutiuu.d I.,o
mighty Empires rile and fall! the power of one pafics
(o the hands of another 3 conflant revolutions agitate
our trembling aftonithed globe 3 multitudes are bufi-
Iy employed in pulling down and in building up 3
vriads of human beines anxioufly contrive and ar-
l.':i.““”'\' execute, according 0 the endlefs variety of
p:\rls';a!'fi;;na-ul (hem, and the infinite diverfity of fitu-
ations in which they are placed. Soon will the num-
hetlofs adlors finifh the dramma to nake room for oth-
crs. "1ill the ftage be removed. A few years of rapid
fight will fay the whole prefent gencration low ;
hely fucceiors muft (hare‘the fame fate, and ere long
e end will come. Defolation haltens to gvetwhelm
thie ot fnifhed prudu'_zil.\:'.s of nature, and the moil
Jurable monuments ot art. Our own much loved

conttrv, u..': (T8} 1514 finge ihe Ii!.‘:lil‘c ol L.‘l:_:tr’.ilhl utl.

ceriann [irifewhere frecdom’s intrepid defenders con-
cended valtly n her canfe, and Atablifhed her In-
mdenice, it pariake n (be univerfal rum and

thiNe. l:"”"‘i'nu::'.‘.u'--t:‘!‘.':-;!n Vira
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tuous patriots, who refented her wrongs, who vindi-
cated her rights, and repelled ignominious flavery
from her afirighted thores ? Muft they perith in like
manner, muft they be obliterated from the feale ol
exiftence, and extinguifhed in the commoin mafs of
deftruction ? No-—they awake from the repole of
the grave, they arifc out of their own ruins to live
again.

Witrne we look forward with folicitude to the
diffolution of the cements, and 2 triumphant re-
furrection, our proper bufinefs is to actour parts
well, to perform faithfully the duties required in
every progreflive ftage of our continuance, a* nding
to the diftinét calls and claims of cach. The cbli-
gation of this hour dire@ts us to examine more fully
thar we have yet done, the talents, the qualitics and
funétions of our firlt of citizens, whofc death has
occafioned the prefeat mecting, whofe death Unitod
America deplores, whofe death, 1 am alnoft tempte?
to add. a widowed world bewails.

Wies we refledt on the aumber, ability and
seal of his admirers, on the time elapfed fince his re-
moval, on the elegance, cioquence and fublimity of
eulogies confecrated to his memory, it may be pre-
fumed that the theme is exhaufted—bui the thes
+- inexhauftable | And though a repetitivnl ©f
things becomes unavoidable, it mult granty
ioin the univerfal voice by confidering the tubjed
our own p;cu!i.u- wav, azcording to o4l

conceptions of its naturg and excellence.
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1ro’ various appointments civil and military were
conferred on him, and honorably exccuted by him,
notwithitanding his juvenile years, previous to the
defeat of Gen. Bradidack, in the year 17555 yet my ob-
fvrvations fhall commence witii that memorable
event, which fpread morc trepidation and difmay
throurh America, than the mofl brilliant victory at-
chivved by our enemies during the whole revolution-
ary war.  On that inglorious and dilgraceful day
GLORGE WASHINGTON acted 2s a volunteer
2id to the Britith commander, and it is faid he
was the only officer on horfeback who withdrew
from the bloody ficld without a wound. More ex-
pofed than moft, braving danger with that fearlefs
intrepidity which never forfook him, no hoftile wea-
poi profpered, which aimed to injure or take away
his life,  This and fimilar ancommon deliverances
trom upparently incevitable Perzrs, made a Clergy-
man of our Church exprefs himfelf thus in a
note on 2 printed difcourfe.®  ** As a remarkable
inflance o! a martial fpiric, 1 may point out to
the public that heroic youth Coloned WASH-
INGTON, whom I cannot but hepe provi-
dence has hitherto preferved in fo fignal a manner
for fome important fervice to his country.”  How
prophetica hnn e ! bow compleicly realized m the fc
quel ! how fiiking the interpofitica of that Being,
who can cover the warrior’s hcad in the day of bat-
ttr.f Hut Iu e the !.nl. re to fhew vou further the
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expz&ations he muft have raifed, and the e®imation
in which he muft have bzen held at an early period,
to jultify the remark from a very refpectable
aathor.  Thefe will inform you fufliciently af-
ter what manner he Jud condufed himlfclf,
and  how perfeltly the commencement of his
effulgent day agreed with its progrefs and conclufion.

I'tis not nceefiary to fpecify the fhare he after-
wards bore in the then war, on retiring from which
he formed a moft aufpicious conjugal union, and
purfued the dignified occupation of a farmer, im-
proving a large eftute with commendable induftry
and fuccefls 5 fulfilling his engagements with punc-
tilious honor ; inipiring with uncommon refpe ¢very
defeription of citizens, avoiding oftentation and pa-
rade, but fupporting an elegant holpitality, and dif-
playing a handfome flile of living, fu'ted to the opu.
lence of his circumftances. In this interval like-
wile, he aceepted the truft of Delerate to the Afiem-
bly of Virginia, and of Magiftrate on the Judiciary
Bench of his courty. How well he improved the
opporiunities thereby afforded him to undoritand ci-
vil rights, and learn to refpect them, fully fhone
thro’ his fubfequent beliavior on many tempting and

trving occurrencies.

A ¢ risis approached which broucht him to act in

a more coalpicuous {phere. It became necetlary for
American people to aflert their privileges by an
umion of Council:, to denounce encroachments
made on them, and expofe ceriain ruinous principl

1 ool s 2 or)
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accmplifh thefe grand deligns, @ Congreds Was -
pointed to be hele., confifting ol deputies from tac
thirte n provinces into which they were at that tine
Jiviled. And it fo happened, without the exiftence of
any prejudice or partidiity 3 without thediferimination
being: defigned, that native (ons of America were uni-
vorlaily felected on the great conjuncture. A review
i the ag-poin:nmz:sz'u'.'culul aremarkable fad, which
| racation as truly honorable to the American cha-
sacter, Our future protector attended that auguil
uficmbly, inferior to nouc ever cledted to tranfadt
our political coneerns.

It foon appeared thata fharper weapon than the
pen inuft be employed—the fword was drawn, and
entrufted to the hands of GELORGY WASHING-
TON, as commander in chiet, by an unaninous vote
of Congrels, cordially fcconded by the warm appro-
pation of their conliituents, Willingly would he
have declined the commillion, and preferred any
other mzn who might be fuppoled qualified to All the
clevated and emviable office.  No fuch man could be
found—the falvation of his country called on biin 10
accept the high truft, and he obeyed the call. Tor
a while his want of milicary expetiznce was rec Komn-

¢d a difadvantage; other military characters were

therefore looked to for fupplying the defect.  the
fallacy and foily of theie jmpretlions foon ¥ fded

under convincing evidences of the contrary, airl i

v rulc to the {uminit of unboeunded con
lence,  Civil authorities feemed to doepr date 3

r " -
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chief—but 21l believed in him as their bond of enion
Rl sahitve AT Trot: : 2

and centre of fecurity. W hile he hived and led our
o “I . hyiyerh " 1f 7

arraies, we thought eurfelves fate, if our fafety nnder
Providence, was to beaccomplifhed.  Severe reverle.

- e ¥ serilh AP - . Y o

tranfiently tarnithed his glory 5 provoking difap-
pointments deeply wounded the feclines of his manly

brealt—1ill e bore up with unbending firmac!

54 Bt

Accumulated difafters and unparalleled trials con!

-

ot fhake his confidence.  Terrer and conllernation
{etned the thoulands of Hrael—vyet Lz remained unr-

moved and immovable ; never defpairing, never J

preffed, always preparcd to improve every eppartun
ty and malke the belt of every fituation.  He drenld o

reproach, no impaticnce for the glare of momentary

o b
w

conqueft could tempt him to. hazard the *fate of his

- haabl

country, or relinquith thele prudent maxims whiic!

e
1

his enlightened judgzment embraced and confided ia

for ultimate fucecls.  Hew vigilant and difcernmes
ol o S s . v ]
was he in chufing fuitable inflrumcnts to retieve «

conduét allzirs thro® the valt, the extended varicty

B e .
of the hoftile fcene ? Wholemerits did he ever retuis

abids

to appresiate ;3 whofe glory did he attempt to dima

ith ; at whote praife did he ficken, tho' itis own

]lmfli?}' facrilices and maflerly arracements 1ol the

PO T R i

foundations of their fame 7 Hismizhey foul Sfdained
emotionz o the moft haicful, perhaps the mat
ceneral pafiion that difgraces human beines,  View
him ar ths head of an uadifciptined mutable army,
INCOmpatently ouicered, wiering tulerable b
fhins from var.ons fources.—Oblerve G '
red tory | funcnonanes, ailiting o TR VY
i wa.l [ . bi



refpondencies, whole diverfity, magnitude and per.
plexity were fufficient to engrofs the time and reflex-
ions of an individual without other employment.—
Confider him prefied by all this huge weight of com-
picated bufincfs—then afk, what civility, written or
verbal, did not licacknowledge ?  What attention
did not he return, thro® the whole, cven down to thie
inferior compliment of a common falute 7 Such traits
afford intellizent obfervers the cleareft infight into
the human charalter, and enable them to make a juft
ellimate of its real worth., Great minds alone can
atiend to what is great and fmall in their RLoper
place and connexion——which will not be permitted to
mizke mutual encroachinents, nor will the perform.
ance of the one ablorb a regard for the other.

Wirex our ﬁnall}' victoricus and npl}:.r(-nll)' ne-
glocted army were almoft ready to revolt==when
ireated in their opinion with injuflice and cruelty,
fome meditated redrefs by the terror of theiy arms—
how tcmpting a profpeét opened for an ambitious
leader to graufy the feverifh withes of his heart, and
lcize that prize for which feas of blood have been
olten fhied 7 Without a pang of fulpenfe or an inftant
of hefitation, this Icader arvefts the rifing fpirit with
irefiflible decifion, quells the dangerous tumult, and
reflores a perfed calm.  To the unint rrupted refpect
e pud the el rizlits of wankind ; to the venera-

tiom he imvariably thewed for thelawe, together wirh.

- [ T 1 > o =
s darewell addrefs and fubfequent perfonal deport-
ment, we may without offencetafcribe w pare a pecu-

Liar charadtoriftic inthat ]'.'léf':'.'_- and willly  celebrates

¢ 13 )
band. Noarmy ever reftored to their country fo
large a proportion of orderly, induftrious citizens,
who cheerfuily rcfumed the occupations of civil life,
and fuccefsiully cultivated the ufeful arts of peace.

IT is not an article in the creed of a Republican
or of a Chriftian, that the fafcty of 2 country de-
pends on the life and altions of any one man. This
was acknewledged here during the continvance of

our Revolutionary War ; at thefame time it was ar-
dently prayed—it became the prayer of America,
that we might not be put to the trial of carrying on
that war under the direltion of any other coramand-
er. The {upplication met a gracious hearing.-.. Un-
der his aufpices the important conteft concluded i
fplendor and prolperity 5 Independence reited on a
folid bafis ; our nation took rank among Thrones
and Dominions under the fun, and he retired to his
farm covered with glory, fullowed by the fncere ap-
piaules of gratetul und admiring millicns.

His native State, withing to exprefs the lively fenfe
they entertained of his tranfcendent worth and mag-
(%]

nificent atchievinents, came forward with an offerin
the moft delicate manner, which he mirht have ace
f'cp!c-i without impeacking his reputation in the
fmallelt degree.  Subordinate commanders accepted
fimilar compliments for inferior performances, nor
did or could the lealt imputation atrach to theis

‘-'"'1”““""- in any refpect.  Had he uu:;:!Ef_.

ace
| with the

propofal, not the only one made, it would have been

tollowed by others of the fame l::uu 1t wauld have
Jrown into !c'.nl:-t”.; we fhould have bzheld rival
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States contending for pre-eminence in grateful retri-
butions.  But his refolution was, when he aflumed
the fupreme military command, in his o wn empha.
tic words, * to fhut his hand againil every pecunia-
ryrecompence’’--from which nothing could move him
thro® the whole of his foture public courfe.—1lc¢ had
no defcendants to provide for, you may furmife, and
therefore infinuate that he had no inducement to
augment his cftate—Say then ye fagacious judges ol
human nature, whether thirfl and quell of gain ex-
chufively apply 10 théfe who have poflerity to ag-
grandife and cnrich, while they reach not hearts un-
moved by parental feelings ? The experience and ob-
fervation of the prefent day—the recorded experi-
ence and obfcrvation of the days that are pall throw
contempt upoa your pofition, and furnith its com-
plete refutation.  He that loveth filver fhall not be
fansficd with filver, nor he that loveth abundance
with increafe, but conftantly cover additional fup-

plics : whercas he whofe native grandeur of mind
yailes him above the ignoble and fordid attachment,
vemaing contented with his poflefiions, and difplays
the independonce of a difinterefted fpirit, which holds
it more bicfled to give than o receive.  Conforma.
biy to thele obfervations we reprefent our now de.
parted benelactor declining emoluments annexed to

his public functions, refuting rewards lor fuperemi-
vent exploits, patronifin.g defigas of public utility,
confidering the poor with judicious attention, amd

completing the benevolent catlogue by the diftri-

butions of his laft cctiament,

(15)

Toe Government firlt adopted for the Unicn
proved efientially defedtive, inadequate to the pur-
pofe of its inftitution—a change became indifpenfa-
bly neceflary. A Convention was called to under-
take the ardnous work, from whole enlightened la-
bors proceeded our invaluable Federal Conflitution.
As his engaging in that fervice migss nt»t .prmc te
dious or fevere, and as all the wifdom of his counfel
and all the weight of his authority were neceilary to
Aflilt and fanétion the procecdings---his aid was ex-
pected—the late Commander of our Armies accord-

£ : :
ingly confented to accept 3 nEW ¢y il appointment,and
prefided in the Affembly.  Having difcharged this
wult with faichfulnefs and ability, we mizht fuppole
him excufed from every future employment of o pub-

lic nature.

A harder taik awaited him than any yct attempted.
W ho fhall prefide in introducing the adopted frame §
in arranging it7 departments § in adminiftering its
e xceutive branches ; in eftablifhing precedents to re-
gulate its future operations ? Many pens wcrc.l)ram!-
ithed againft it ; many thatts were amed at i, net-
withftanding the vencrable fanction it eould boaft ;.-
violent oppolition wus dreaded ; the diffolution ot
the Union was apprehenled. What wifdom ol
counfel and weight of authority equal this exigence

' |

v 1 . 5 P I
Will WASHINGTON the Grear commit himfel!
- - ek mo ke ber oifenc i
ina ftation, where it is impoflible but olfences mi
come ¢ Will he hazard on jo ftormy and p\:a:i:nu s an

9 A i »
ocean a richer teeafure than ever was €moska
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Poe tramined mizer of being wraci
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incalcuiable the lofs | Had not he foved Lis countiy
more than hevalued his renown, he would have repol.
ed under the thade of thofe laurels which fpread oves
him their unfading verdure. But perfonal confidera-
tionsyielded before public obligations ; & he recived
from the unanimous decifion of his fcllow-citizens
the higheft office they had power to beftow.  11ich;
office indeed, of immenfe refponfibility and unccr::;;n
ifiue ! Wonderful Man...combining fuch various
and rare talents, and devoting them invariably to the
public good !

WhaT competition, what contention, what cxer-

tion have been cxhibited in Europe to gain Po.
i = AR e ey .

fand's once cledtive crown, inferior in confequence
to the prefidency of the United States 2 There the
requifite unanimity refelted from fear and terro s,
from intrigue and art, from Lribery and corruption
e 1 . g = S

here the union of choice was unfought and wn-
bought, free and vnconftrained—out of the abun-
dance of the heart the mouth fpoke., The fame
harmony of fufirage was renewed, and would have
been repeated, had not the fecure diftinction been
explicitly declined.

Ix conduétinga civil adminiflration,among ajfree peo-
plecipecially where the feene is new & untried, multi.
piieddificultieswi'l unavoidably eccur. Every citizen
has arightto think for himfelf—to judgeofgovermen.
tal meafures—to declarc’his fentiments.—A great di
verfity of opinions muft unavoidably prevail—fauit
will often be found with what is done, and with what
is left undone, however the cafe may be. Many

C ¥ 7
appointments are to be made.  Appiicants lor oiit-
cial honors and emoluments are numerous, earneil
and urgent. Infinuation and addrels, importunity
and milreprefentation will exert their influence, and
miflead in fpite of the moft upright intentions.  Itis
not within the compafs of limited fagacity to make
always the beft felection, it is not an attribute of
man to be infallible—'tis not in the nature »f things
poflible to prevent exceptions and give univerfal fa-
tisfaction. Granting thefe feveral confiderations
their full force, what judgment would be pafled on
prefident Wathington's adminiftration, when he de-
clined the helm.  Coacerning David itis faid, fave
in one inftance—which we muft underltand in con.
nection with its concomitants and confequences—
‘¢ he did that which was right in the eyes of the
Lord, and turned not afide from any thing that he
Perhaps

¥

commandzd him all the davs of his hie)
a4 fimilar qualified encomium onour firlt fupreme
magiftrate would be concurredin even by thofe who
withheld an approbation of all his meafures, with this
luminous atteftation in favor of confummate internal
rectitude ; that at no period of his exiflence, had
they any reafon, or prerended any rmf’nn,:u quel-
tion his ardent unabating zcal to promotc the beft in-
tereit of America.

Arrer he hasmoved inthe highcll fphere fo long,is
i tint prefumable that the truition of it has grown in-
toa fixed habitwithhim, vendering the conunuvance a
defirable,an indifpenfuble inherritance £ The ac quilitia

} i
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—hie defite of it is called their laft infirmecy
Weak 2nd unfortunate rulers may have been driven
into cbfcurity by weaknels or misfortunc—but * 1o

defeend voluntarily from the fupreme to  a fubordi-

nate ftation, and to relinquith the poileflion of power
in order to attain the enjovment of happinels, fcems
to be an efort too great for the humoan mind.”
Such is the beautiful reflexion of Dr. Rolerifin, vhen
metitioning the Abdication of Lislitian wnd Charks
the sth.  Honwerer great the effort i, it has been difs
played before our eyes under circumitances rendering
it peculiarly flriking and extraordinary. Fhe abdi-
cating Emperots had already ¢ impaired their confti-
tutions, and Lrought «n the infirmities of old age.”
The retiring Prefident retzined the full health and
itrength, the vivor and adivity of 4 frong body and
found mind, cqual to the functions of Lis elevation,
and fitted to relith the fafcinating charms of lis
srandevr,  But thefe were not the motives for his
confenting to appear at the head of a mighty nation.
When his country could fpare his agency,no induce-
ment remained with him o continue in her fervice,
and he refolved once more, * to pals the remainder
of his days in honorable repole, and place his glery
beyond the reach of fortune.”

Bus will he acain put all to rifque, it that coun-
try’s fafety requires it ? Will he relinquifh Leloved
retircment in declining years, to encounter the vicif-
fitudes of doubtful war # When he micht have com-

manded, will he fteop to a grade » hich requires te

cbey 7 Matchlefs example of real magnanimity and

{ 19

mflexible patriotilin.  Thro’ the whole of his diver-
sified career the applanfes of his feifow citizens were
bevond paratlel.  Wherever he went, acclamations
accompanied him 5 glowing addrefles poured on him
from every quarter, Nothing is more likely to in-
toxicate the firmefl mind, making it inartentive to
the trailty .ad mutability of humanity. Affiled
by thefe, and knowing Lie was the theme of exuber-
ant praife in many ditferen® fands, Lis mcderation and
equanimity preferved their influence undiminithed,
unisaprred=—no affuming airs of cos fequence, no
difplave of feif-importance, no indications of info-
fence marked a fingle word of his mouth, or o
of his life. With what humiiity did he piosily ac-
knowicdze the interpofition of Providance at propes
feafons, and recommend a reliance on Almighty Go l
for national bleflings—=How anxious was he 1o re-
cognife co-operation and aflilance in tranfactions
where he might have claimed exclufive merit 7 Al
ter paffing thro® a fvenz of fH much ccivbrnty, wha
old acquaintance did he forget 3 of wint former
frieid was he alhamed ; whole fociety did be de-
cline, avong circles tha: knew Lim and  wer
known by him previous fo the era of s fedudiine
clevation 2 This is Republican, in his Lif: you
have—in his i you had, a living lecture on R
oublicanifin---with heart-felt exultarion Fadd thas,
he died in the Repabiican faith.

ATTEND the hero and fatchinan to the fhade
you tnd him entirddy confillent, his privaic de-

~ Ty " 1 | - - )
portment angments the luitre of his public repatas
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con. 1iis charaler, in public and in private, is ftain-
ed by no vice, dRfigured by no vain atteltation, no
difgufting peculiarity or pitiable weaknefs, which
have repeatedly debafed the moft exalted names.
At the feat of his refidence you trace the order and
regularity of a camp without its rigor, dilcovering
the found clear underftanding which will fhew itfelf in
every walk, His conduét may be compared to his
{tvle in compefition, for they bear a itrong re-
(emblance of cach other in dignity, uniformity, and
propriety. Were 1 obliged to defignate the moft
prominent feature in his rich portrait, perhaps my
oninion would fele@ the talent difplayed by his
'.::itings. Deftitute as he was of a learned education,
and untrained in fludics favorable to the exercife of
the pen, his literary productions, arc of themielves
fuflicient to fecure for their auther an ey rlafting me-

morial.

Tuws far have we proceeded in our delis
neation without percciving any blemifk, to wound
our feclines, or make us changethe generzl ftrain

of well-carned pr;xifu. But lct no charaier be pro-

g
claimed beyond the reach of danger, till death has
donc his work. Many celebrated men have to-
wards the laft fallen from their eminence, and obfcu-
rod the fplendid glory of an illuftrious life. Many
have furvived their parts, and funk down under mul-
tiplicd imbecilities, the melanchioly objeéts of fympa-
thiy and compafiion. Tow deplorable a fight, the
brcathing ruins of a great man, how mortifying to
human pride his fecond infancy! Peradventure
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fome aMidtive revolutions await America’s favorite
Son, whom we have till now beleld with unfpeaka-
ble complacency and approbat’on. No, the gra-
cious God who gave him being, and diftinguifhed
. day with an uninterrupted flow of profperity, was
pleafed (o continue his beneficence till the thort ill-
nefs which laid him low. Do you wifh to contem-
plate the mild radiance of his fetting fun? Alas, that
fun is fet forever. 1 am able to gratify your defire
by reading a letter from the Rev. Dr. Muix, of
Alexandria, written the 19th Deeember, which con-
tains an interefting detail of particulars refpeting the
death we unfeignedly deplore,

“] recerveDp yours laft evening, uponmy return
from attending the remains of cur illuftricus neigh-
bor to the tomb—VFriday the 13th, he had been nding
among his farms, the day was damp and cold, he felt
a liitle unwell at bed time, before morning he was
extremely ill. 1lc was unwilling to fend for his
phyfician, Dr. Craix, during the night, but fup-
pofing bleeding might relieve him, one of his over-
feers who had been accuftomed te bleed, was called
in to do this office, and Dr. Cra1x was fent for in
the morning. He found him fitting up, but was
greatly alarmed at his ficvation.  He bled him a fe-
cond time, and called in Dr. Dick,with whom to con-
fult ; Dr. Brown, {from Port Tobacco had alio been
fent for. Dr. Dick bled him a third time. The
diforder was the croup. When Dr. Dick arrived
breathing was difliculr, and he fwallowed with pain,
yet he endeavored to get down whatever medicines
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were preferibed, He defired Mre. I3 afbington who
was in the room, to take a ccrtain key and bring
him two papers. lle looked over them with care.
Take that one, faid he, and putit in the fire, this one
is my laft will. Te fpoke little, finding it almeft im-
poliible to articulate. Towards the conclufion of the
day he faid to the phyficians : ** Gentlemen, you
have done your duty, lct me now die in peace.”
Then he undrefled and went to bed.  He enquired
at g and 1o the hour. ¢« [ dic hard faid he to his
phyficians, but I hope I have nothing to fear.” A
fow minutes belore he expired, he faid, my breati
crows very fhort, and at the moment of deatl fhut
liis own eyes and mouth, and went ofl’ without a
groan, Tliele circumftances fhew great frength of
mind, which cven death could not fhake, The
corple retained marks of firmnefs impreficd inthe
countenance which conld not be obferved without
aftonifhment and refpeé = 1 fuppofed you would be
gratificd by thefe circumftances, which tknow lrom
the 'hyficians themfelves, & therclore cannot quel-
tion their Accuracy.”

Sucn was the latter end of GEORGE WAS1I-
INGTON, raifed up by providence 19 make a mofl
diflinguithed figurc on this mortal Theatre, deter-
mined to render his country elential advantages, in
che moft eventiul and awiul periods of her hiftory—
advantages larmcre and greater than any other in-
Aividual ever rendered any Nation under Heaven,
ilis country—defended by his arms, guided by his

coanfels, adorned by hisac complifaments & immertalils
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ed by his tame—his greatful country, penetrated wich
a juft fenfe of Lis tranfcendent worth, has dedicated
this day to commemorate his virtucs, and to detail
his fervices—they exhibit 1o our view not a perfect
man, but the greatelt and beftof men among the

living or the dead.

Strounn the remembrance of our erand national
ranfactions reach an approaching world, and reflex-
juns on them fhare i its exalted employments ;
thofe virtues and thole [ervices, now configned to
the perithable records of time, will furvive the laft
flame, and live in the annalsof eternity,

LR YRS

Praper,

MIGHTY and everlafling God, ¢ '
ALMIGHTY and everlafting God, creator and
upholder of the univerfe; preferver and governor

FOVErno
of the world : thy prefence fills all places, thy Pro-

vidence embraces all nations and arce.  Thou

ruleft in the kingdoms of =1, and givelt them ‘o
. | mussvrar. e . . “.' e 3
whomivever thou plealest.  In exercifing fovercign
gopn -‘-... rnrenare(} 1 in{l .
{way, thou prepareft fit infllruments to accomplifh
hy variot 1 )
thy various defigns of pulling

; down and building
up. Thouimpareelt of thy {pirit to the children ot
men in { h ot -

en, in fuch portions as uare required by the def.
shatus theicare padatand s Ll Tt

tinies they are ordeined 1o fultil; counfel is thineand

ot SR i ‘
found wifdom ; thon haft underftanding, thou

el £, :

ftrength. We defire unfiionedly to blefs thee !
- -.§‘ - P . v -

the ihuitrions characier, whoft memory has beer

this day henored amenz Yo thy ¢

BWe [:;' Tl '_'.‘_.'" W'



i

( 24 )

thy guidance the eminent fervices he performed,
to thy mercy the happinefs and glory of his bright
and ufefullife. In him we acklowled ze the greatelt
£ beft of menamon g the dead or the living, who tho’
dead yet liveth by what he has faid, and fpeaketi
by what he has done. Render his name precious to
the people of this land till theend of time.  Let the
remembrance of his public and private virtues excite
others to go and do likewile, according 1o their
differeat abilities and opportunities, It has pleafed
thee to take him from us by a fhort ani painful dit.
cale, advanced in days and full of honcr.

We are filent and adore, humbly hoping that
he was not removed in difplealure againftus, and that
thou wilt not with him withdraw thy loving kindne:
from our p-aceful and profperous nation. With
thee is the refidue of the ipirit, weimpiore a contiiy
ance of thy benevolent intentions, and a conitant
fupply of fuitable agents o exccute thefe. Weask
the fame favors for other ftates and COUntriss.
Wherever or whenever any peopie virtuoufly contend
for their jult rights, may a leader b2 found :o cfpoufc
their caufe, like unto him whom thou didit graciouf-
ly raife up for us in the hours of our need,  Ialten
the glorious period whe: violence fhall be no more
heard in any borde 1, waling or dJefolation in any
land ; when knowledge and virtue and liberty fhall
univerfaliy prevail, when the kingdom of this world
thall become the kingdom of Jefus Chrift, the only
snediator thro® whom our fupplicadons arc humbly
offered up to Thee. Our Father who art in Heaven,
&c. ke,




