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INTRODU%&[{J

S an application to the late enerdl A{;emb] of
Maryland, in bebhalf of the Epifcopal Mlmﬁers re-

fiding therein, has given very great offence; as a good
deal hasbeen offered tarough the channel of News-papers
to fhew the evil nature, defign and tendency of it; I have
been advifed to feleét the principal obfervations hereto-
fore publifhed, and combine them with others, which
fucceeding refleftion might fuggeft, in one uniform con-
cife fcheme. To this advice the following fheets owe
their appearance, and by it have been entirely guided
in the felection of what the public has already feen.

Nor is it my wifh to difturb the Reverend Dr. S.in -
his retirementfrom the world and the things of the world,
where he is inhaling copious draughts of {ublime contem-
Pplation, purifying himfelf by a courfe of mental recollee-
tion, contrition and sxtraordinary devotion for the mitred
konors to which he is deftined. Even he may require
to pafs through feveral degrees of purification, before he

ccomes a proper recipient of the indelible charafter.

T'hat the reader may diftintly comprehend the fub-
je&t cairvalled, I muft premifea few things.

1. The debate raifed wncpming it, neither is nor
can be properly called religious, whatever fome emflama-
ble fplr‘ts may weakly imagine, or trifling fcribblers may
ignorantly write. Certainly not a fyllablc has dropt from
my pen »eﬂu.‘img on tbe articles, the difcipline or de-
votion of any Chriftian fociety throughout the State, nor
the laft endeavour ufed to diminifh their importance on
areligions feore.  Gne perfualion mav admire the venera-
ble order and beautitul form of their worfhip---another
may admire the elepant firnplicity and evangelical purity
of theirs---a third, the fpiritual, extatic, heavenly raptures
of theirs. Let them allbe porfuaded in their own minds,
and tq their o mafler ftund or fall, who will accept of
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thofe in every communion, -who ferve him with upright
. fincere minds. But let none difturb or exercife over the

_reft dominion in any kind or degree, upon any account
- whatever. '

2. Particularly, there is not the fmalleft obje@ion a-
gainft the introdu&tion of Bifhops into Maryland, though
the contrary has been unjuftly infinvated, and injurioufly
propagated by a writer, who is paflionately fond of the
meafure. While America continued in mean devendence
on Britain, fuch a dignified Ecclefiaftic would have proved
“dangerous to our civil liberties, as a neceffary confequence
. of the government which then fubfifted. %ut the evils

{pecified and feared from an American Epifcopateat that

time are done away by the glorious revolution, which,

fhaking off the Britilh dominion, has entirely fub-
- yerted the foundation of them. Exeept perhaps a few ig-
" norant folks, who do not underftand the matter, all be-
~ longingto thenon-Epifcopal communionsin Maryland,and
I know their fentiments well, care not how many Bifthops
are brought into the $tate, without however the in-
terference or affiftance of the State, and how well qualifi-
ed they are to difcharge their peculiar fun&ions by learn-
ing and eloquence, by virtue and piety---they are indif-
ferent whether thefe apoftolic perfonages are denominated
Prefbyters or Metropclitans, Patriarchs or Popes, or dig-
nified by any more pompous founding names, which adu-
lation may have devifed, or fuperftition adored.

3. It is neither faid nor believed that the Epifcopalions
?enerally approve of the meafure under enquiry, or with
or the confequences it was contrived to prodace. Many,
very many of them underftand; too well the nature of
chriftianity and the rights of humanity, to lend their
countenance or affiftance in foexceptionableatranfaétion—
more of them will join in condemning it, as they take
additional pains to confider it. May Chriftian knowledge
and generous fentiments be univerfally extended---may
the liberal, the catholic'and enlightened of all Churcbes,

‘unite indefending and maintaining that perfed and entire

equality
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equality arrong all perfuaficns, to which all have an irre.
fragakl¢ inefutable claim.

4. It is of no confequence to afk, what denomination
is moft numerous? For numbers afford no proof or pre-
fumption that truth belongs to their fide, nor give a right
to the minuteft advantage overthe moft inconfiderable {o-
ciety that can Le named.  All Churches are orthodox to
themfelves, and have the privilege of thinking fo, be
their members few or many, rich or poor. Five have
the famelilerty tojudge for themfelves with five hundred,
or five thoufand, and fhould ftand upon exaétly the fame
level in the eftimation of civil government.

5. It is not under confideration at prefent, whetherthe
Legiflature can conveniently, and may conififtently lay
a peneral andequaltax for the fupport of the Chriftian reli-
gion, agreealle to the permifion granted in the bill of
rights. DMy private opinion is, that the meafure will ap-
pear ubon examination impradiicable, without infringing
the privileges of entire focieties. But I have now todo
only with a particular endeavor in favor of a particular
denominaticn, concerning the inconvenience and incon-

fiftence of which an unprejudiced deliberate enquirer
will entertain little doult.

Ferein lies the fole ground of complaint and canfe of
year—the aggrandizenent of any one fet above others,
by bolding anillicit commerce withcivil power--the obtain-
ing, or ftriving to obtain-from government by any one
1ect, p ‘vileges, advantages, preterences, diftinéiions fu-
yerior to the reft---whether its officers are called Minifters
or Priefts, Prelates or Bifhops, it matters not a ftraw. An
attenr pt ef this fort will ever raife a powerful alarm, un-
lefs the people are enfiaved or afleep--an .attempt of
this fort hasraifcd a powerfuialarm, and a profecution of

it fhull, with the count enance of Heaven, be refelutely
and fuccefsfally oppofed..
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SECTION L

MY \HAT the partial deftru@ive attempt mentioned bas

been made by two zealous Divines in behalf of a
particular Church, will appear evident to every perfon,
who reads with attention the following extraordinary
compofition, and is moreover told that leave was granted
to bring in a bill in conformity to it. |

« To the Honorable the GENERAL ASSEMBLY
. of the State of MARYLAND.

® The MEMORIAL and PETITION of the Subfcriters

in behalf of themfelves and others the Clergy of&:tlhe
Epifcopal Churchese— o

“ SHEWETH,

)

“ THAT the happy termination of war, the eftablith«
ment of pzace, and the final recognilion and acknow-
ledgement of the fovereignty and independence of the
Uited States among the powers of the world, yield a
favourable occafion (which this State has long defired) of
making permanent provi:ion, agreeable to the conftitu-
tion, forthe Minifters of religion, and the advancement
of ufeful knowledge and literature in this rifing Ameri-
can empire, :

‘“ That in refpeét to th2 Epifcopal Churches in this
State (to the communion of which fo large a proportion of
the good people of Maryland belongs) the following
things are abfolutely neccifary, viz.--- :

“ 1ft, That fome alterations thould be made in tueli-
turgy and fervice, inorder to adapt the fame to the revo-
lution, and for the purpofes of uniformity, concord and

- {ubordination to the State,

“ 2dly. That a mode or plan for ordaining and keep-
Ing up a fucceflion of fit and able Minifters or Paftors
for the fervice of the faid Churches, agreeable to anticnt
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praftice and their profeffed principles, as well as that uni-’
verfal toleration eftablifhed by the conftitution, be fpee-

dily determined upon and fixed under the public authori-
::Y of the State, and with the advice and confent of the
“lergy of the faid Churches, after due confultation had
thereupon—

Your petitioners therefore pray that the faid Clergy
may have ieave tc confult, prepare and »fler to the Ge-
neral Aflembly, a bill for the good purpofes aforefaid ; and
as bound, they fhall ever pray, &c.

WILLIAM SMITH,
THOMAS GATES”

The draftfman, who here mentions with feeming joy, -
s the happy termination of war,” it is well known, would
have been much better pleafed, if the boftile fcene had
terminated in a very different manner, and was not want-
ing in his endeavors to accomplifh the ruinous end.

The firft and moft flourifhing part of the petition, ap-
pears framed to make us believe the petitioners intended
a noble extenfive plan infavour ofreligion and literature,
which fhould equally providefor ali denominations in the
State; Lut the fubfequent remarks will fhew their views
were confiderably more Jimited.

1. Though they applied in behalf of the Epifcopal Mini-
fters, without authority or appointmen., it is not within
the reach of fuppofition that they would alfo apply in the
name of the whole people of Maryland, relpe¢iing mat-
ters of fuch high concernment, without confulting them,
or giving the fmalleft intimation of what was intended.
To undertake fo much, and in fuch a manaer, muft difco-
ver a degree of effrontery for which language hath not yet
furnifhed an adequately deferiptive name.

2. After the whiggifl vaporing parade is finifhed, and
they come to explain themfelves fully, three things are
diftinétly pointed out as the burden of their prayer,
whereof indeed intimation is previoufly given in two
parentheles, which fomewhat deform the beauty of the
sompefition,

The
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The Firf is, That fome alterations fhould be made Ia
the liturgy and fervice.
The Second, That a plan for ordaining and keeping up

a fucceflion of Minifters for the fervice of the Epifcopal

Church, fhould be fixed upon under the public authority

of the State.

The Third, That the Epifcopal Clergy might have
leave to meet and prepare a bill for thefe fpecified purs
ofes.

P ‘Thefe are matters purely evangelical, yet fo full are

the petitioners in acknowledging the exclufive authorit

of the civil Magiftrate to order and dire@® therein, that
the Minilters of Jefus may not even aflemble together,
and enter upon a confultation about them of their own
motion or accord. Leave muit be afked of the Legiflature
for the Clergy to confult, &c. in conformity whereunto
- they record, when convened in eonfequence of permiifi
con folicited and obtained, ¢ That they were duly affem-

bled at Annapolis, Auguft 13th, 1483, agreeable to a

vote of the General Aflembly,* paffed upon a petition

prefented in the name and behalf of the faid Clergy.”

From all which it is manifeft that their whole proceed-

ings, in affairs of a peculiarly {piritual nature appertain-
~ ing to their Church, reft entirely for proper fufficiency

on the tranfcendent authority of the late General Aflem-
bly.

Now without con{ulting the new Teftament onthe cafe,
Jet us hear what the Conftitution fays to all this. It fays,
“ As it is the duty of every manto worfhip God in fuch
manner as he thinks moft acceptable to him, all perfons
profefling the Chriftian religion, are equally entitled to
prote@ion in their religious liberty”—=which proclaims
unequivocal and univerfal equality. Conformable to this
fundamental in conftitutional freedom, every denominati-

on

* Tho’ ¢ General Affembly” is ufed in the minutes of the
Convention. Ido not find the Senate did more with the pe-.
tition than hand it to the other houfe, frem whence it never
rciurned- it was therefore perhaps going too far to call the
act of only ome branch ** a vote of the General J)Jembly.”

|
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én of Chriftians, their delegates and reprefentatives, may
unmolefted and unqueftioned, meet at fuch timss and pla-
ces as they pleafe, to conlult about, regulate and dire&t in
the various bufinefs of their refpaétive Churches, whether
in relation to belief, tq difcipline orto worfhip; whetber
the defign be to alter or compofe prayers, to determine by
whora and to whom the office of 2 Bithop fhall be com-
mitted,-*“ while they do not difturb the good order,
peace or f{afety of the State, or infringe the laws of mora«
lity, or injure others in their natural, zivil, or religious
rights.” Underthe fecurity of this [slemn declaration,
all our numerous denominations have met, and do meet, -
for the important purpofe of regulaiing the concerns-of
their refpeétive Churckes, without provocation oroiiencs.
Having in view, as they ought, what is effentially differ.
ent from civil government, in no part does civil go-
vernment meddle with them; or inquire into their con-
dudt. |
All poffible defcriptions of Chriftians are equally en-
titled to the countenance and favourof government, while
they beLave equally quiet and inoffenfive, agrecable to
the original defign of i¢s inftitution. 'I'hey have an equal
right to aflemble themfelves together, when and where
they pleale ; bave as good a rigat to mect on a religious
account, as any number of- pe:fons have to mest for the
fake of cach others company, or to promote agriculture
or commerce. If any among thefe violate the laws of
their country, let them be punifhed ; if they endanger
public or private fafety, let them be reftrained ; if they
offend in none of thefe refpe@s, let them proceed---they
have a right to proceed, to frame their own regulations,
to alter, amend or abolifh their creeds and confeflions
and forms of devotion, and no man nor body of men, no
power, whether legiflative, executive or judicial has &
right to moleft or impede them. |
In the inftance before us the Clergy’s right to tranfak
the whole of what the petition mentions was inherent in
and infeparable from thecir clerica! charafter; it refted
‘not with the Legiflature to give or take it away, nnlefs
danger was apprehended to the Stats, which is not {ud?’
pofe
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. pofed---to prevent their appointing an holy convacation

to the Lord, or a convention to bring unicr review all
or any past of their [piritual fabric. All this was well
known to the petitioners, but they wanted, and have not
unfuccefsfolly labored, to Lring their Church into anin-

~ timate union and peculiar connevion with civil Govern-

ment, eminently entitl-d to her frien liy nntice, finguiare
ly dependent on her foltering care, Suould the propofed
bill fuzceed, theirs will in effe@® become the Church of
Maryland, which fhall reccive, o1 the laweit fu~pofition,
particular countenance, dittindiin. ead protcétion, con-
trary to the pirit of equality, which is exprefled in the
Bill of Plights. Nor does the mifcpi= relt here. A pre-
cedent is fairly eftablifhed for the Srate tb interfere in
things fritly and properly religious, whick may be
plcaded and improved vpon in future, as times and oc-
cafions ferve, till the old ignomiuicus bondage is again
reftored.

When a Legiflature, or a branch thereof meddles with
perfons or things purely evangelical, when it creates or
exercifes any kind or degrae of Ecclefiatical power, it
departs from its original deitination, and vawarrantably
invades another’s province. Its nature, dcfign and the
means to be ufed in accomplithing its prnner okjedls, pre-

{cribe employment effentially diffcrent from thefe. DBut

if Legiflators may grant permiflion to review aliturgy, or
digeft a plan of Church government, they may determine
whether thefe are properly reviewed and digefied, and
what fhall be done with them afterwards; nor can we pre-
fume to forefee where they will ftop in this carcer, when
it is once fairly begun. The principle acted upon, car-
ried into its full conclufions, wonld authorife their af
fuming a convocational air, and bringing for trial before
their awful tribunal all fubie&s of Ecclefiaftical difcuffion.

Suppofe the late Houle of Delegates had, as well they
might have, judged the Clerical application abfurd or
wicked. and rejeéted it with contempt or abhorrence,

 wbat would have been the confequence? No fuitable

prayers, according to thefe two pious Divines, could

have been compofed to be offered up before the God of

B | Heaven,
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Heaven, no Paftors could have been ordained to feed the
fhepherdlefs flock, < the falvation of mankind muft have
ftood ftill,”’ and the Epifconal Church in our State muft
have failed, though the Church mentioned by our Sa-
vior is faid to dmve its authority from, and to depend
for its perpetuity upon a very ditlerent jurifdiclion. Iraly
lamentatle is it to hear fuch language from Cariftian Mi-
niftersin our enlightened, philofophic, liLeral day. Ma-
ny Epifcopalions “feel themfxlves extremely hurt by the
proceeding, Lelieving and lLeing perfuaded that their
* Church refts on the fure foundation of the Prophets and
. Apoftles, whofe chief corner ftone is Chrift himfelf.
However the injury hereby cone to chriftianity is not
noew under examipation, it is the evident imminent dan-

ger ariling herefrom to the libertics of my fellow citie -

zens, whereof I complain—ihe provcking and bitherto
promifing attempt made to raife equals to the rank of fu-
periors—to fecure for them in due time peculiar honors
and emoluments, to which they have no natural, civil
or religious ¢laim.

There is another light in which it js necefTary to view

‘this exceptionable meafure. The petitioners pray for
leave to confult, to alter their prayers, to fix on a plan
for ordaining winifters—which, if it has any meaning,
fuppofes authority in tie body petiticned to grant or re-
fufe. By hcaring the prayer and deciding upon i,
that re{pe@able body likewife prefumes itfelf vefted with
this authority. Now the Conftitution had alrcady deci-
ded the matter in the plaineft terms, declaring the peti-
tioners in {ull polleflion of all they folicited. Shall then
either or borh Houfes of Aflemlly venture to give or
take away, withold or concede what bas clear conftitu-
tional decifion?! No fuch do&rine muft te admitted, no
fuch tranfafiion muft ps uncenfured and vncondemned,
~though proceeding from inadvertence and inattenticn, as
I Lelieve this did in a great ineafure. It is fo blameal]s
in itfelf, and {o capable of biing improved ly artful in-
triguing men to the i1uin of pullic bappinefs, that it
dhould e erenly araigned, and fleadily refifted.

To oppuic a ditcate at its beginning, is no l¢fs faluta-

1y
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ry for the political than the natural bedy. It isthe mots

“to of well informed vigr.rous minds in political coneerns,
~who, feeling the noble impuife of talent, are ever moit
- geadily roufed to preferve their liberiies from outrageous

attack and fly treacherous machination. " They will found
an alarm upon the moft diftant approximation of danger,
they will determine to refift with energy in the primary
a{laults or advances of oppreflion, when alone refiftance
effeQual can be made. The {malleft trefpafs on property
or confcience, the leaft preparatory movement towards
difturbing sither; the adoption of principles which would
manifetly lead to invade either by an unconftitutional,
overftrained or foreign authority, will excite them to ex-
poftulate, to remonftrate, to oppofe. On another hand,
the timid, improvident and weak, will never prepare to

- .move, before a!l endeavors are fruitlefs, and nothing fuc-

cefsful can be done==luiled by falfe opiates, or intimida-
ted by unmanly fears, they remain unconcerned and un-
adtive, till, through an accumulation of gradual encroach-
aments, the whole load becomes impofiible to fhake off,
and intolerable to endure. |

The record of the late lower Houfe of Aflembly, ~on-

" cerning the procedure in queftion, is too remarkable to

pals unnoticed, and I cannot account for its fingularity,
though I bave already declared, and again declare, I dg
not think they intended any wrong, or penetrated the
drift of the two Ecclefiaftical negociators, who have wick-
edly embroiled our public affairs. When any other’ pe-
tition or memorial, public or private, is mentioned in the
journals, the fubftance or principal fubje@ thereof is giv-
en, except fuch as were referred over from a former feffi-
on, where tbe fame hiftorical accuracy appears. But no
fuch thing aappens in this inftance, and it wowld puzzle
a conjurer to find out any part of what is applied for by
the votes and proceedings. In page 30 of the journals,
it is termed ¢ « petition from William Smith and Tho-
mas Gates, in behalf of themfelves and others, the Clergy
ot Epifcopal Churches.” In page 38, it becomes ¢ the
memorial and petition of the Rev. Dr. Staith and the Rev,

+ Thomas Gates, and the queltion is put, that the prayer

thereof
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thereof be granted;” which being carried in the affirma-
tive, leave is given to bring in a bill purfuant thereto.
But what the memorial contained; or what the fuppli-
cants pr:yed for, the record faith no:, and Dr. Smith and
Nir. Gates, ray bring ina Lill at the enfuing feflion of
the pre.cnt Affemtly, for elevating themfelves in proud
pre-cminence, one on the right band, and the other on
the l:ft hand of tcmporal dominion, to advance their own
g)ory and tie good of their wondering brethren placed
Lelow. Such a Lill would not pafs, we know, but it
would {lew the dcfebrivenes of the record.

An obfervation of foperior moment is this. The ap-
plication was prcfered by men, and the favor grantedto
men, amon¢e whom there are individuals, who are not,
« on confideration of all circumftances, and their whole
conduét and bebavior---of known and unqueftionable
atrachment to our prefent Government, and the princi-
ples of liberty and independence”---who avowed open
difaffe@lion, or lurked under wily indecifion, till the fac-
cels of our caufe become vndoubted---who fpoke and
wrote againft our mea‘ures---who proclaimed us ¢ work-
ers of iniquity, as turning religion into rebellion, and
faith into fafiion”---who owe their pofleflions and the
exercife of their funéions to the laudable mildnefs and
clemency of a lenient Government®. What renders the
matter more extraordinary is that, the fame Aflembly,
at the fame fefiicn, enadied a fevere law againft fuppofed
difafleeicd perfons of another learned profeflion, very in-
confideratle in number, who have it not nearly fo much
intheir power o diffeminate heretical politics, or alienate
people’s minds fror. the Conftitution and Government of

the S:ate.
SECTION I’
After poi mm'r out the inequality 1 ditated, and in
part accempiifhed, to the exclufive ben. it of a particular
communion,

* The notoriety of thele faf?s revders all apology for
mentioning them n this place unneceflary ; nor can it af-
fectshne vatriotic cha, acters among the Epifeoral Mind-
Siers. wh tefhiyied a :irtuous adherence to their coxntry
from the ! ’gmmhg 10 the end of her giarions contefl.
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‘enmmunion, after affigninga few plain reafons againft the
. meafure, I would call the reader’s attention to its impoli-
cy in feveral refpe@s. | , '-
- Should the interference of Government, re{pe&ingreli-
fious matters, be once admitted or acquiefced in, as there
s no determining what enormous lengths it may run,
every denomination will improve the advantage it may
bave from numbers tq provide boantifully for itfelf; and
in the prefent flu€iuation of religious opinions, ne man
would undertake toforetel what denomination may be
lord of the afcendant a few years hence. The one count-
ing a decided majority now, may bte able to mufter no
- more than a feeble minority then ; none therefore fhould
@t any time (et an exymple which may be afterwards
- cited and followed to its own injury, when it fhall vainly
- afk that juftice, it once refufed to fhew. Whereas, if it
" is laid down as an inviolatle polition never to be receded
from, that the wholk people of the State fhall be treated
as children of the fame family, without favor or affec-
tion, partiality or prejudice---that they fhall have what
religion they pleafe, and manage it in their own way,
‘provided they difturb neither private nor publie tranqui-
lity, they wili then remain entirely fafe, and in perfeét
barmony with each other. Happy experience will in a
fhort {pace evince the vaft utility of thisjuft and liberal
policy---its falutary confequences will be univerfally ex-
tended, and it will from habit and opinien, yield a more
compleat permanent fecurity, than even legal fanélions

and conftitutional provifions. |
By giving preference to one denomination, the ground
is laid for ftrife and contention, jealoufy and fufpicion,
envy and competition. The favored flock waxes infolent,
baughty, overbearing==the reft are difpleafed, provoked,
- exafperated and unite their endeavors to gain an envied
{uperiority in their turn. Convulfions enfue, fatal to
public repole, which frequently Herange the order of go-
vernment, and fometimes diifolvs its frame. Now all
tiefe miliries may be effeually prevented by doing
~what is in itfelf invariably right, namely, dealing the
fame meafure to all denominations without diﬁia%@on.
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This takes away all foundation of complaint and conten.
tion---this alone can be reconciled with the refpediive
elaims of civil iilzrty and of the Chriitian religion.

‘Other States in the uiion, more influenced by refent-
ment than policy, where thof: dcnominations that are the
minor part among us compote a majority, may be alarm-
ed at the injuries threatened againft their brethren, and
projeét fimilar encroachments, pleading in juftification of
their conduct the precedent eftablifhed here. Thus fhall
misfortunes be extended, animofity and variance diffemi-
nated, to the difgiace of our nation and the injury of ge-
nuine chriftianity, which has ever proved moft fuccefsful,
and beheld its ordinances moft frequented, when left te
depend, under God, upon its own inherent excellence,
and the perfuafive influence of its native charms.

The bonoralile Congrefs, it is reafonably apprehended,
have not ultimately and irrevocably det :.nined on the
place of their future refidence.  An alteration may be ef-
fe&ted hercin--Maryland may yet enjoy the envied honor,
and reap the vaft advantage of afigning them a permanent
balitation within her bounds, if fhe a@ts a wife and pru-
dent part. But thofe illuftrious ftatefmen will never
shink of fixing in a State, where approaches are made and
eountenanced to infringe the unalienable privileges of
mankind, and legalize diftin@ions abkorrent from perfe&
freedom. Much rather would they rifque the dangers
of the fickly fouth, or brave the rigurous blafts of the
eoll north, furrounded by the fmiles of egnal liberty,
than pollefs all conceivable accommodations, where fhe
wvas refufed an unmolefted abode. ‘

America naturally expe@s ro receive large acceflions af
inbatbitants from Europe, which will increafe her wealth
and pcrulation, improve her agriculture, manufactures
and commerce. They are to come from regions aflicied
witb civil and religious flavery; they have groaned under
the fevereties of both. WIill they refolve to fettle where
either of thefe has already begun to obtainafooting in onr
secently librated land? Will they venture to fix their
dwellings, where thofe miferies probably await them, to
eicape from which they forfook their pative country and

conneclions,
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conneftions, and ventured the dangers of the feas? If
partiality and unequal dealing are already tolerated, mulft
they fay, at foearly a period, juft at the clofe of a bloody
war, waged to vindicate the eflential rights of humanity,
what can be expeciedin a fhort fpace, but all the fore ca-
‘Jamities of bigotry, fupeiftition and exterminating zeall?

"Fhey would fly from our devoted fhores, as from pefti- -

lence and death---they would warn their friends through-
out the diftant world-from whence they came, to beware
of that State, where Ecclefiafticabtyranny had already coms
menced her intolérant reign. ) ’

We fhould be left under our unrelieved burdens, the
eontempt and derifion of all intelligent fpectators, becaufe
we difregarded the advice of confcience, chriftianity and
ecommon fenle, to gratify and aggrandife a fet of men,
fome among whom are now bitterly bewailing the fplendid
fuceefs of our arms, and weeping over the unparralleled
glory of our freedom and independence.

Are our patriots afleep, who fhonld watch over and
advance the public good with unwearied care? Are our
men of property become infenfible to their intereft; on
whom the enormous load of our national debt muft chiefly
fll? Are the true fricnds of chriftianity unconcerned
sbout her profperity, which will be eminently endangered
by the infiduous operations of her pretended advocates ?
All who wifh well to patriotifm, virtue and religion, all
who fincerely lowe their country, fhould exert themfelves
with undivided vigor in aflerting, maintaining and de-
fending that perfe@t fieedom, for which we bave lately
wontended, at the hazard of every thing dear on earth.

SECTI1ON IIL

Befide what I have advanced in tne courfe of the pre.
eeding obfervations, it is necellary to confider another
argument not long fince exhibited in favor of the afore.
faid application. ) |

In the declaration of rights ’tis provided, ¢ that the
€hurches, Chapels, Glebes and all other property now
belonging to the Church of England, ought to remain
to the Charch of England forever.”

By the revolution it bas beconws difficult, *tis alledged,
- o determine wiat the Church of England really is. By
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By introducing propofed alterations into the ]iturgy
and fixing on a plan of ordination, this difficulty, ’tis fure
mifcd, will be encreafed,

Therefore it is pretended that the Legiflature may of
propricty, and fliould of neceflity interpofe, and by law
dcclarc what that Church is and fhali be, to which fhall
belong the property mentioned in the Bill of Rights.c—

By the way there is not a word to this efieét in the pe-
tition, which the reader is requefted to perufe again,
though it has been urged in a flim{y perioimance with
much fhew and fome plaufibility! Spmtuus alone are at
iflue there, and temporals not touched in thclealt. Had .
the pretence been true, and of fo wivci confequence,
furely it would have found a place in the fupplication de-
voutly offered up--which not leing'the cafe, we muft.
view it as an after thought, luckily hlt upon,.and now
induftrioufly brought forward to did the favorite fcheme,

To anfwer the fame end,the wz.d proteftant is inferted
. in the title of the Church found fo very dithcult to afeer-
tain, becaufe it feems -there is” another Church wn Mary-
land having Bifhops, which might at fome future day
claim the temporalities belonging to her namefake, unlefs
debar’d by the protefting term adopted. The Church
bere alluded to, certainly bas Bifhops, yet neither with
her own writers, nor thofe of otber commusicns, is fhe
ever diftinguifiied by the Epifcopal part of her hierarchy,
 but denominated the Church of Rome, or the Roman-
Catholic Church ;---whereas tke one we bave to do with
is defignated by the appropriated titles of the Epilcopal

Churcb or Church of England, as of fixed, precife, un-

amblguous meaning---the latter indeed is {o definite and
unequivocal,thatitexcludes the po! fl.bility of miftaking the
obje& intended by it. Were the names of thefe two
Churches more fimilar, or exallly the fame, without
alteration of their diftinguifhing tenets, it is prefumed the
apprehended danger would not be very urgent; and I
dare fay the judicious fons of cach will not yeatly ade
mire the caution adapted to guard againft it. But what
would become of this difcriminating appellation, for
which the learned inventcr inerits preferment, if a few
- Moravian

1}
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~ Moravian congregations, no-unlikely fuppofition, should -
emigrate from Germany and fettle in our State! They
-too have Bithops, and becavfe they have, being allo
- Proteftants, they, it feems, might claim the darling pro-
- .perty appropriated tothe now Proteltant Epifcopal Church
in Maryland, unle(s this accute diftinguifher wasalive
- to gxcogitate fome new definition, and apply for another
. defining aft to give it legal energy.
Lt it Yikewife be well remembered on the fubjed.
- 1. That we are not enguiring whether it was fair and
~eguitable in the framers of the Conftitution, to appro-
- priate exclufively for the ufe and benefit of 2 particular
. denomination, what had, in part been taken from other
~ denominations, contrary to all the rules of religion, mo~
- rality and good policy? Infome places, the non-Epifcopal
" owners of the property thus vefted, area majority, in fe-
veral others a refpectable minority. But on this aecount
.o elamor is beard, becaufe we muft make allowance for
the prejudices of . education, for the influence of cuftom,
- for habits of thinking ‘confirmed by thefe, which often
‘confound, as in theinftance produced, tke cleareft diftinéli-
- ons between right and wrong, mine and tLine.
. 2. Neither do we inquire whether the denomination
- in poflefion of what was plundered from their fellow
'Chriftians, by the operation of an irrational, irreligious
. anti-Chriflian eftablifhment, fhould in honor and cene
- feience and juftice devife fome mode of making reftitu-
~ tion to the uncomplaining fufferers e
‘The plain inquiry is, whether, under pretence of fe-
euring what bas in part at leaft been unjuftly obtained, a
law fhall pafs, which fhall in future endanger the injured
- focieties, and lay the foundation for fubverting that fyi-
‘tem of equal liberty, for whica all have equally contend.
ad ! Or lefs inoffenfively tho’ not more truly.
- Whether a law fhould pafs to prevent litigation in the
premifes, and define and defend right {—em
. The following reafons are offered againft the enadtion
of fuch a law.
- 1. The govarnment of the Church of England in this
Btate was as gfiediually fubverted, and the difficuley of
2 c afcertining
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afcertaining its identity was as great at the formation of
our Conftitution, as they are in the prefent day. No
fingle occurrence has happened fince to effeéi the fmalleft
change in thefe relpe@s. The former head of the Church
was amputated, and the former way of obtaining Epilco-
pal ordination totally obftruéted, when America declared
herfelf indepencent, July 4, 14496, which memorable
event preceded the nativity of our free Government on
the 14th of the enfuing Auguft. Thefe particulars were
thoroughly underftood by the framers of the declaration
of rignts, whou neverthelefs neither apprebended nor
forefaw any difficulty in afcertaining what was and fhould

. be the Church, entitled to the eftate mentioned. They

call her, with ftri& propriety, the Church of England, a |

_nameto which definite familiar ideas are annexed ; end

for the greateft fecarity, they beaueath to her a conftituti-
onal Jegacy, under that well’known appellation.
2. The General Affembly, which met in the fprix:g
of 19499 bad no more doubt concerning what the Chur
of England was, nor whether fhe might be diftinguifhed
by ber old name, than the Couvention had, for at their
then meeting they pafled an a@ <o eflablith fele& Vefs
tries, which enadls, « That the fele&t Veftries fhall, as
Truftees of the parifh, be velted with an eftate in fee in
all the Glebe lands, as alfo in all Churches and Chapels,

- and the lands thereunto belonging, late the property of

the people profeiling the rcligion of the Church of
England.” ' L

3. A fupplement was alfo pafled to the above afl in
November the fame year, which, after reciting what the
declaration of rights contains on the fubjeét, enats--
“ that all property belonging to the Church of England
flall be veftcd in the fle@ Veftries---as Truftees of the
parifh---to which they belong as a body politic.”

I the faid Crurch is ftill onfpecified, undiftinguifhatle,
unknogvalile, flie muft refemble t be inconftancy of the Po-
ets fLieeting fuir, of whom he fings, |

¢ Chu'c a firm cloud, before ‘it fall, and in it
Catch, cre the cliange, the Cinthia of this minute,”

Shall we Le old, notwithftanding fo much pain; bave

een
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Deen ufed to provide for and (e-ure this Church ; antwithe
ftanding fhe has been {poken. of and defignared on the
moft folemn occalions of conftit1rionaland legiflative deli-
beration with precifion and aczuracy of language=thall
we be told that there is an indifpeniible necefiity for ad-
ditional clucidation? Who doces not plainly difcover the
defign of the contrivance, and admire the extravagant
prefumption from whence it flows?

Will the requifite alterations in the fejiiice and plan of
ordination, Be after all appealed to, as équiring the aid
of a particular law ! Thefeare mattere altoget’ er {pic ;va.
for the entire regulation where ©f, every Chri?, «. Chrura
kas a fufficient authority fro'n -he € pel, w.d expeiy
recognized by the Conftitution. Haii the movers herein
been really in earneft, they would ficlt have propofed 2
meeting of the Clergy, to confvit .nd agree upon the
changes or emendations proper ¢ e introduced; after
which, application might have bee made to the Legrtila-
ture, for their defcriptive aid, in ¢ it appeared necef-
fary and advifeable. But byafking for what they had an
original, inherent, independent right o, they publithed
the true fecret of their proceadings, and inconteftibly

. proved, that, not {piritual ed fication, but fecular pre-

Z:rment, was the inviting oble ¥ which fet theimnin motion,
- Had the regularmode bee . - -fued, it is neverthelefs
alledged that the applicat.c: « vi1d have been inadmifhi-
ble. For L
1. The interpofition of he . -piflature can never be
indifferent—when it is,not neceflary, it is mifchievous.
2. If the Legiflature palTss a law concerning what the
Conftitution has already determined, and altogethes
agrecable to the conflituticnal determination, it is ule-
lefs in itfclf, but it is burtful in its confequences, by fet-
ting the precedent of making too free with the Conftitu-
tion, on whofe inviolable fafety our own eflentially de-
ends.

If the Legiflature poflefs a law concerning what
the Conflitution bas already determined, but different
from the conftitutional determination, it is a ufurper, it
bas noreal autkority, and able independent judges will

treat
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treat it accordingly. But our judges may not always be
able and indepéndent---the undue influence of the Legi-
flature may reach the jndicial feat, and procure foran un-
conftitutional law that deference which may prove fatal
to the Conflitution itfalf. We fhould therefore take dili-
gent heed that no fuch law be allowed to pafs.

4. If the Legiflature undertake to retrench what is
~ redundant, to {fupply what is deficient, to explain what
. {» ambigious, #illuftrate what is obfcure in the Contti-
tution---they in fa&t venture to alter the Conftitution,
and may prefently fubftitute in its ftead a code of their
own adls. If a change or improvement is neceflary in
the inftances pointed out, or in any inftance whatever,
it muft not proceed from them, there is a method pre-
fcribed for accomplithing it, which muft be complied
with.

. The Contftitution furnifhes rules of proceeding for
judges in their adjudications as well as the law does---
their’s is the proper and only tribunal before which to try
both what the Confi.tution fays, and what the law fays.
The Legiflature therefore travel out of their province,
and unwarrantably encroach upon the judicial branch,
when they authoritatively declare either. ,

If théfe obfervations are applied te the cafe debated, it
will be found that the higheft authority bas precluded
Legiflativé interpofition---that the Legiflature fhould not
- interpofe--‘becaufe there is no real neceflity---becaufe it
will not make the matter plainer or clearer---becaufe it
will not prevent a fingle conteft, for contenders on one
fide will always plead to have their caufle tried by the
Conftitution, and upright judges will grant their plea-.-
kecaufe it would be an unwarrantable affumption of ju-
dicial power---becaufe it would be ufurping dominion
over the Conflitution itfelf.

Abundantly adequate to the trial and decifion of this
and every fimilar caufe is the judicial power of the State;
and I am fully convinced that if, in confequence of leave
formerly obtained, a bill to the purport fet forth fhould
be prefer'd to the prefent Aflembly—they will be too care-
ful to preferve the different branches of Government fe-

parate
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. parateand diftin&t—-too conflitutional in their Legiflative
o proceedings---too attentive to the equal rightsof their

.~ conftituents---too folicitous for the peace and harmony of

- the State---to clothe fuch bill with the awful refpeQiable

form of a law.

C ONCLUUSTION

From the celebrated era of our freedom 'till the current
year, Maryland has enjoyed an uncommon {hare of inter-
nal repofe. Without parties or faltions, all ranks and
religious denominatinns, bave cordially united to ad-
vance her welfare, defiring to behold her public debt re-
duced, her public credit reftored, and an enviable pre-emi-
nence attained-by her among the confederated republics.
‘The barmony and cordial affeCtion fo happily prevailing,
and fo effential to her profperity, may be perpetuated by
a continuance of difinterefted unbiafled dealing; whereas
the rever{e will transform the bright fcene, and plunge
us rapidly into numberlefs infelicities. It is hard, it is

“exceeding hard, that our tranquility fhould be interrupt-

ed, by two turbulent Priefts, who will hazard any con-
vulfion to rife triumpbant and confpicuous above their
equals in all refpeéts, Unlefs underftanding, and refoln-

- tion and watchfulnefs and juft indignation, have entirely

withdrawn from a large proportion of cur inhabitants,

. thefe reftlefs afpiring fpirits will not be left *till they are

feverely chaftifed for their intolerable infolence, and ef-
feQually intimidated from renewingour confufions during
the remainder of their lives.

We have juft accomplithed a revolution, whieh is ard
will be the admiration of mankind, ’till all human glo-
2y pafleth forever away. By our means an uncommen
illumination has fpread over the whole civilized earth,
penetrating eve. its moft dark and intolerant regions of
gloomy fuperflition. The nobleft profpeéis break around
our enraptured views---we triumphantly anticipate de-
grees of national magnificence and grandeur, far fuperior
to what the fun ever beheld. While the war continued,
when weskening fear prevailed on almoft every fide,
Mary/and was diftinguifhed by the wifdom and yi;:: of

' , # r
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thmfolo the unammxty of her citizens, the number
and valor of ker troops. Shall /e tarnith ker dear bought
~ bonors, and defcend from her well-earned fame---fhall -
- /M oblcusé * the fplendor of America’s rifing” by an
" admiffion of unjuft diffin&ions and impolitic difcrimina«
tions, which fhall incroach upon the indefeafible privi-
leges of her refolure, virtuous, obedient citizeas ? It muft
nOt, cannot, fhall not be, * Their own liberal contri-
butions and intrepid exertions in tae late hoftile fcenes
{uy no---the blc “1 of numerous ‘heroes fhed for equal
impartial liberty fays no---an immortal leader fays noy
who has been the chofen inftrament of doing more for
“the falvation of his country than ever before fell to the
1ot of a human being, who has faved her to be ¢ an afy-
¢ Jum for the poor and opprefled of all nations and re-
ligions,” and who would have the refidue of his day em- °
bittered by incurable anguifh if, looking acrofs the river
that eariches and adorns his peaceful retreat, he fhould
behold ecclefiaftical ufurpation raifing her nideous head,
and difperfing her baleful malignant influence around.
Thoe God of Meaven fays no, who having heretofore
fignally interpofed in their favor, and entrufled to their
keeping tke fair inheritance of impartial freedom, expeéis
and commands them to ftand faft in the liberty waere-
th he has made them free. *

Prederick, Odfober 28, 1783
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| $.* In my firft number, I faid it was in fubfance re.

- eorded, tbat ¢ at the laft ‘eflic’: ~.f our General Aflembly,
the Rev. Dr. Smith and the Rev. Mr. Gates, afked and
obtained leave for the Epifcopal Minifters in the State to
bold a meeting, for the purpofes of making certain altera-
tions in the Book of Common Praycr, and devifing a
plan to perpetuate tke Minifterial Succeffion.”

Dr. Smith faid in his defence, publifhed in the Mary-
land Gazette, Sept. 19th, * I bad who//y miftaken or mif-
teprefented the prayer of te petition deiivered to the Ge-
neral Aflembly by Mr. Gates and himfelf—who prayed
for leave to confult, prepare and offer a Lill, &e.” He alfo
declared « the fole objedi of the propofed Lill, was to re-
move all doubts concerning the property referved to the
Epifcopal Church, and to enable her to raife and manage
a fund for the relief of diftreiled widows and children of
ber Clergy, and toeftablith fome exhibitionsto aflift poor
youths of genius, in their educ: nion forthe Miniftry, and
ether pious and chatitable purpoies.”

Let the reader compare thele accounts with the petition
itlelf, and the extraéi fiom tbe Clergy’s Minutes, and he
will perceive what degree of conhdu)cc is to be placed in
¢he folemn deliberate a%cv;ratxons of our Bifhop ele@. The
deflign of this is, togive the pood people of Maryland a
famnlp of Dr.Smitu’s veracity=—in Penufylvmlalt would
bave been altogetherufelefs.




