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ublic mmiftry 1s onecfthe important gifts
) g

our aﬁmz/mn redeemer gave to his cburcb

LI'ph, 4, vo. 12, The firf} extraordinary mi-
niflers of the gofpel were called and ordained im-
mediately by bimfelf MatL 0 14. Thefe were
authorizcd to ordaim erdinary flanding  Paflors,
gnd thefe others, \that a‘/f(mdmg mzm/?ry may be
[lill continued, to wiom the Lord bas promifed bis
gracious prefence to the end of the world. A&,
¥4, 23. Tit. 1, §. Matth, 28, 2o0. Ard [5
men ardaz;. dby fuch, as Chri? has authorized, re=
cetve gffice really, tho' nat munedxatcly, Jrombim,
and are trucly his minylers

But the Lord kas not lcft erdainevs at liberty
20 introduce ary thry f»/ezm be has particularly
d:fcribed, 'w/mf&/c)rt of perfons they smuft be; and
¢ introdice men dofi:tuted of the qualifications &
charatters preferib’d, ewoull be rzc%"p' é'_yand COM-
mifion, difobedience to bim and bighty dangerotls
to bis churches.

Chriftians therefore of ensry dincmination ove
equally cblig'd and concers'd to Gerevmine and ulz
the propereft waysof triing condidutes for the /ch~
red offices, in order to tulifil thofi dircétions. It
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is publicly knowwn, that the mode of frymg fome
qualifications has been matter of difputation among
the members of one denomination, fome things have
been printed and of t delivered in pullic fermons on
the jubjetl; but they have not fuirly enteied anto
the matter, nor afforded any fatisjaclion to confi-
derate enguirers,  Hencethe jollozoing Thong bts
on this fudgect are bumbly propofed and  fubnr tted
to the confideration of ail, If any can cleaily jiow,
that the method bere propofed s faulty; that dif-
Jerent modes of tryal or any thing fartver is re-
quired by the feripture direétions, they fhouldccy-
tainly endeavour to promote true [iriptural fon-
timents and practice among ctriftians ina matter
of common concernment and great z'mpartazzce .

HE charaéer of fuch as may be employ’d

in the gofpel-miniitry is more generally ex-

refed in 2 Tim, 2,2. The famecommit thou

o faithful men, «who fhall be able to teack others.
He muft be faithful, honeft in the truft anddu-
ties committed to him; as that word ufually fig-
nifies. So Matth. 24, 45. 1 Cor. 4,2, And he
muft have knowledge and utterance to teach o-
thers. But the qualifications required
are more particularly declared in 1 Tim. 3, 2.
---A  Dbifhop then muft be blametefs, of afai:
charaller; the hufband of onewife, nothavingmore
than one, asmany Jews and Grecks had; vigilans,
attentive to his duties; fob¢r, havinga due gover-

ment of his affections and Paffions; of good be-

Aaviour, given to hofpitality; apt to teach, ne:
: given
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given to wine; no firicker; not quarrelfom; not
- greedy of filthy lucre, but patient under wrongs,&e.
Much the fameis that defcription in T32. 1, 6.
The general heads of chriftian duties are merti-
oned together in v. 8. ¥/t towards men; hosy,
pious anddevout towards God; Temperateinre-
terercc to himfelt,ot a Godly righteous and fo-
ber life.  uch are the qualificaticns requifite; the
onlv inquiry now is, how ordainers are to try
and le fatisfod, that a perfon 15 fuch, as lere
defcribed. Now in all thefe things we have only
to confider apenefs to teach and the feveral branch-
es of a »religious charaéter,

Aptnefs, or fitnefs to teach, lies efpeci-
ally in two things, 1. A capacity to undertand
and conceive aright of the great things.of reli-
gion, asthey are thaughtinferipture, 2, A talent
to exprefs and reprefent thefe things jufily and
plainly to others, fo asthey may be led to appre-
hend and learn them. This Chryfoftcm and others
have declared the chief charalter of a chriftian
bifhop; without this he can not be ufeful, nor
an{wer the defign of his office; ordainers therefore
muft very carefully trie, what apprehenfions and
underftanding candidates have of the gofpcldoc-
trines, the tnethod of our redemptionand way of
falvation revealed therein; how the holy Spirit u-
fualy deals with finners in their converfion and
fanctification; what knowledge and fenfe they have
of the variousexcrcifes of grace and duties of re-

ligion; whatcapacity and fkill toinftru¢tand guide
A 3 cther:
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others in the various cafes of confeienceand diffi-
culties they may be in, They muft trytheir ac.
quaintance with the word of Ged, and fuch branch-
es of learning as help to underftand that facred
book, the explication, and right application of
it being the whole bufinefs of their teaching. And
alfo what gift ofutterance they have to commu-
picate their thoughts to others.  Such tryalis to
be made by queftioning them fully on thefe mat-
ters, and obferving how they anfwer, and {peak
of them, No other way can this tryal bc made,
and {o there can be no doubt here.

The religious  charaéter is the other fub-
je&t of inquiry. The particulars mentioned by the
apoftle import in  general, that therc muft be a
good report,treedom fromvicious conduct,as drink-
ing, railing, contention, witha comely deport-
ment, and the pofitive practice of religion in the
feveral duties of picty, righteoufnefs and fobricty.
Now all thefe are evidently matters cpen to  the
view and obfervation of others: and as anevenly
courfe of blamelefs, holy converfation is the beft
evidence canbehad of the goodnefs of men’s hearts
and principles, {o’tis what others can fee and know,
8cjudge the agreement of this charaler with the
apoftle’s defcription, Nothing 1s here committed
to human judg ment, but fuch matters as we fee,
obferve, and judge of in others dayly, And itis
manifeft, in the nature of the things, thattheonly
means of knowing, andof judging fuch matters
muft be perfonal acquaintance and convcrfati:)n,

wit
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~ withthe information and teftimony of others,

. What further and more perticular anfiver
. may beneceflary here, we are provided with al-
" ready by the pious and judicious Mr. Durham on
the Revelation, cap. 3P 184. where he ﬂmws,
that thefe qualificacions are neceffary for a mini--
fter, viz. 1, Gifts, 2. Lecarning. 3. Holincfs.
But thefe are not equally neceflury, and in thefame
rcipe&s, the two firft are ncceﬁqry ad effe, or to
the very being of a minifter; holinefs only ad be-
ne effe, tothe well being. Then he proves the
1mportancc of halinefs, and that both people chul-
ing, and thofe who orduina minifter, thould great-
ly refpe& this; and thatit thould be tried, tho’ not
by any extraordinary wavs for knowing men’s
converfion; yetin fuch a way as confcience may
be clear ta determine, not about the perfon’s
ftate, but about concurring \watnntably in o'dfunu
ing. Here two queftions may arife, viz.

1, What length may be attained, or is to be
aimed at in trying fanltification by virtue of that
precept 1 Tim, g5, 227

Anfw. 1. No infallibility is to be expected or pre-
tended to in judging of this; for no fuch thing is
poffible; nor hath the Lord given fuch fy mptoms,
or evidencesas may found fuch a judgment of &
nothers gracious ettate, Nor is this to be mcd
as it the validity ofordination dependedon it, for
this may be valid without it: but it is fuch atri-
al as is «)ppoﬁtc tohattinefs, or rathnefs, that may
give quiet afterwurd; and theground of that peace

A + l»
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of that thing, but(to fay fo)the

{uch evidencces, which arcfound

tho’ perhaps not fincere, [ that

difcovering and judginga man to

chat gives peaccin ordammg him,

but fuch figns of holinefs in outward

condu. feripture dircétions oblngc ordain-
CfS to loe. Or. ] '

2. Negative evidence, that we I\now no harin
of hxm, is not fufficient, pofitive qualifications
are required.

. We fay then, fomething po{mvc is attain=-
able, which tho’ nor mfllhbly convincing of his
ftate, yet fuffices to prevent challenges of rafhnefs
in proceeding, which in general may lie in three
things. 1. That there be fearch in the external
pofitives given in the word, which may be known,
2. fome obfcrvations of a man’s way, and tractof
cartiage, which may thew fome thmg of his cquab-
'Ienefs, finglenefs, and (piricuality in fuch dutics.

fome difcovery may be made of his univerfa-
L;y in fuch duties, fo quallﬁca, by obferving his
carriage in reference to divers cafes, conditions,
forts of perfons, &c.

If it be farther urged, what are'thefc pofi-
tive evidences, which may be warrantablylook-
cd for? Anfw.'What fatisfics in other cafes, has place
here, The fcriptures have pitched on partlcular
chara&ers, 1 Tim. 3, 4. ¢, 1, Faithfullnefs in
private relations,---his zeal, prudence, autherity
there. 2. Sober, meek, hofpitable; and oppofite

temper
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temper, unlefs grace prevails, forbides him, 3.
A loverof good men, T7#. 1, 7. This implies fome
capacity to difcern, and principlero like fuch, 4.
Not a novice, but of {fome ftanding in Religion;
not taking it up alittle before with a view to the
miniftry, All this thould be laid together, and
a tract of life, not a month or two, compared,
to fee what may be gathered about the fincerity
of their end, {p.riwality of their waik, &c, Te-
ftimony fometines may be fufficient as to much
of this. Thus far Mr. Durham, Now, in what
he fays, may be obterved, 1. That he propofes
no cnquiry intoany thing but what is outward
and vifible, and {0 can be certainly known. 2.
That he underftands the particularsin 1. Tim, 3.
and 97¢. 1. to be characers of outward condudt,
and vifible holinefs. 3, Thatitis notthe reqlity
of a man’s picty that is tried, but whether he has
the marks and conduc of a good man, which
the feripture requires ordainers to look for; if they
find thefe, they are fafe, whether he be fincere
or no; and otherwife, men could never be clear
to ordain at all.

Such was the judgment, and agrecable
to this the practice of former chriftians, Butlatter
times have produccd fome very ditterent notions
and pracicc in this matter, unthought of for ages
in the church:viz. ¢ That a man’s having the fe-
« veral branches of a religious characer mentio-
“ ned in feripture, or vifible holinefs, {hould not
¢ fatisfy; but ordainers fhould trie the (piritua
. A ¢ wate

L 4
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s {tate, and, as a proper mean of difcovering it,
* require a narrative of men’s converfion and re-
«¢ ligious exercifes; and accordingas they are jud-
s« ged gracious or not, they are to be admitted or
« rejeéted. ” It may therefore be neceflary to re-
fute here this dangerous and unwarrantable opi--
nion by a few arguments,

The firft is taken from the nature of the vi-
fible church, and the authority of her judicatures,
A diftin¢tion has been commonly allowed bet-
ween the vifible and invifible church; between
apparent & real holinefs. The former being vifible
is known & judged of by men; the latter 1s known
to Gob only, which is the ground of diftin¢ti-
on. To the vifible church belong all the vifibie
ordinances and means of falvation, And as men,
who cannotknow the heartsof others, are entruf-
ted to give or refufe communion in thefe; the
ground upon which they are allowed to admit to
this, and men may claim i, is a profefled beliet
of the gofpel, with ananfwerable outward religi-
ous practice, which come under human view, &
can be judged by men. But true faith and hoii-
nefs are neceflary to the enjoyment of the other
faving benefits promifed; and asGop only knows
this, fo he only difpenfes the fpecial bledlings,
and has never committed them to the difpofal of
men, as no doubt he would, if he had entrufted
them to tric and judge the fpiritual ftate, Men
fhou'd therefore content themielves with judging
vifible things, while they admitonly to viible

01~
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~ordinances and ofliccsy or if they will judge of
+ real holinefs, fthould confer the tuving blcflings
| Eromii’cd to it. Sc the vitible church has only
uman judicgtures obliged by the laws of God
to proceed only on the testimony of a fuffici-
‘¢ient number of qualifi:dwitnefles; and nothing
- but what can be fo proved, belongs totheir judg-
~iment,and fo not the fecret fprritual flatecf others.
+ If this could be any way maae 4nown and vifi-
dle to men, asfome {peak, the diftinétion between
. thevifible and invifible church might ceafe,
If it be alledged here, that when the {cripture
1. fays: a bithop muft be suft holy &c. he fhould
- certainly be {o iv realitv. and not in appearance
~onlyt and thar real fanttification is neceflary to
~ his acceptable performance of his duties, Itrnay
§ be anfered: every profeflor is obliged to be re-
~aly holy, and can do no duty acceptably without
this. But the queftion now isnot what men ought
' to be, or what is neceffary to their own falvation
and aeceptance in duty; but what belongs to the
judgment of the vifible church, and uponwhat
‘grounds fhe is to admit to ordinances and offiees,
_which is only fuch a profetlion and practice as
«, mencertainly ean know, and are competent judges
of, This may be turther cleared and confirmed
by the following arguments from the Rev, Mr,
Durham on fcandal. |
1. From the differenge between the key of doc-
trine and key of difcipline. The objett of thekey
. of do&rine is the fpiritual ftate: and as this can
not



12 Uy 1o Lonens. k1M

not be known tomen, its fentence isalways con-
ditional only; as,if thou believeft, thou fhalc be -
faved, The obje&t of the key of difcipline 15 the
outward man, profcffed principles and vifible prac-
tice; and as thefe can be known an'! proved, fo
its fentences are abfolute; you are admitted; or you
are rejeGeu, Nowall fuch fentences muft be found-
ed on fufficient evidence and proot, which hu-
‘man courts may admit, How ndi ulous would
it be in judges to fay,--- we can not prove what
we alledge againft you, but yet fve condemn you!
Yet this muft ever be the cafe, if anyare rejetted
as wanting grace, when no {utficient evidence of
it in vifible condu¢t has been proved. Again,

2. God has given no rules to judge the ftate of
the confcience by, and fo #¢s fircerity or goodnef
& not fubjelled to human Jearch or judgment,

3. If men’s fpiritual ftate isjudged, and they think
the fentence wrong, yet they have no means t
convinee the judges, fo no redrefs. |

4. If any rejeCted onthis ground fhould appeal
to ahigher judicature, how will the firlt judges
prove there, that the fpiritual ftate was as they
judged? Nay how prove they realy thoughe it
fo, and did not a& from prejudice or difaffec-
tion? Yet the ground of their proceeding muft
be proved certain and fufficient, or the higher
judicature cannot confirm their fentence,

5. If it be faid, that a charitable judgment only
is the ground of proceeding; it is evident dif-
ferent tempers, connetions, prepofieflions lead

men
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&
#nen to judge exceeding  differencly. Then what
ivifion may this caufein judicatures? how un.-
gvarrantable upon fuch uncertain guefies to pafs
. fblolute fentences. In this way asgues he,
{ If fuch ajudgmentof the 4piritual ftate may
#e the ground of {entence, away is opened for the
$nolt horrid tyranny. If judges have a pique, o
Jome dilferene interefls to ferve, 'tis but contrive
. Puzzling queit-ons about converfion and experi-
pnces, and then fheug the fhoulder, and fay: we
- @re not fatisfied you have grace; fo the man is re-
jected, without their being ‘obliged to prove any
Cfault, or reafun for it: rejeted as gracelefs, which
muft ruin his characer, while no witnefles, no-
- thivg he can do will clear him. Would a righe.-
cous God, who fometimes condefcends to appeal
to the reafen of men as to the equity of hisown
' ways, Ezeck, 18, 2¢. would he fubject the righes
and characters of men to fuch arbitrary humours,
and unsccountable tyranny!

7. A religiouslife is cthe only fcripture evidence
of our faitn toothers, Fam, 2,8, I will fhow thee
nty fait by my works. By thefe we are directed
to judge, Mutth, 7, 20, by their fruits ye fhall

., know them, that 1s, the falfe prophets he warns
-againft, who would come intheeps clothing, that
is, in the garb of a prophet, which was a rough
garment, Zach. 13, 4. So Elija had a [heep-
fkin mantle 1. King. 19. 13. and 2. King, 2,13,
80 to comein fheeps clothing is not with a fhew

of picty, hut to pretend to be 3 Prophet, and
{ent




14  On the Examinatsin

fent by God, while their fruits, theircorrupt doc-
trine& practices would prove this f alﬁ‘:l.1 By tﬁis rul{c
our Lord defir ewsy to judge of hisown mif-
ﬁon;j‘obné’é‘g@y ' a%es thegm for judging ill
of him, when th;py could prove none of his doc-
trincs or works were evil. But our modern judg-
ers would have anfwered mote boldly than the
old, and teld the Lord, they would not judge him
by outward things, but by mternals, fo he plead=
ed his doctrines and good works in vain, How
unferiptural and criminal, then, muft this way
" of judging be!

The {cripture always tedch, that to fearch &
know men’s hearts is God’s unalicnable preroga-
tive. Rev. 2, 23, 1, King 8, 39. He declares
1,Sam.16,7. how men judge and how differently he
judgeth.Men judgethaccording to outward appear-
ance but theLord judges the heart,Hence he torbids
the fervants to gather the tares outof the wheat,
becanfe incapable to diltingui 1 them, Mat. 13,
29. Isit notjuft caufe of wonder; as well as gric??
that confiderate, ferious men hould not fee this
plain trath, that to make a judgment form'd of
the fpiritual ftate the ground and rule of treat-
ing others, is an impious ufurpation of the throne
and office of God ! How juftly may candidatesanf’
wer fuch daring judgers] as the apoftle does his
8, Cor. 4, 3-5, with me it isa fmall thing to be
judged of you, or of men’s judgment: he thar
judgeth me is the Lord, Men’s forming rafh un-
certain judgments of others, and then treating

them
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‘$hem asif realy fuch, isthe fpring of muck evil

_ dayly; but for judicaturcs to do {o, who fhould
* %fo on certain  proof, is fhocking; 1. Gor. 44 s.

am. 4, 12,
* Many other argum:nts might yet be ad-

, ded, but thele are more than fufficient to fhow;

ghat all judging of men’s fpiritual ftate inorder ro
great them judicially according to ity and fo mak-
ing that judgment the ground and rule of admit-

" ting, or rejecting, is abfurd, unfcriptural, and im-
* pious, whatever good men under delufion, orfuch
;as can do any thingto ferve aturn, may plead

in its favour, And if any, withoutanfweting fuch
arguments to the fatisfaction of an unprejudic’d
confcience, & producing fufficient fcripture grounds
for this practice, thould yet infift upon it, they
muft be chaggeablewith blaming the wifdom of
«Chritt; the provifion he has made for the churches
fatcty, and refufing toacquiefce in his inftitutions,
Al this indced is comprchended in every addi-
tion men make to the dircctions and ofdinances
of Zion’s King. Sure the arguments, that have
yetbeen offered for this practice cannot fatisfy a-
ny calm, coniiderate mind, for they are chiefly
{uch weak pleas as thefe.

Some fay they pretend not to judge the heart;
or, they form no abfolute judgment, but only a
judgment of charity .

Anfw, Tho’ they have no objeltion as to ex-

_ternal religion, this will not fatisty, and what elfe

‘remains to be judged but the heart? nay the very
o thing-
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thing pleadedfor is, to forma judgment by narratives
of intcrnals, whether the perfon be gracious, and to
make their judgment of his ftate the ground of
admitting or reje@ting, They judge fome thing
which they cannotjudge pofitively, butcharitably,
and is not this the fpiritual ftate? o fay, then,
they judge not the heart, is plainly contrary to fact:
they are for forming a judgment of the fecret
ftate, & “dealing with men according tothis, & not
according to outward appearance, & therefore to
fuch judges may ftill juftly be apply'd 2, Thef. 2,
4. as gads they fit in the temple of God, {hew-
ing themfelves that they are gods, Is any papal re
mifiion of fzns a greater ufurpation of Divine pre-
rogatives? .

By a judgment of charity feems ufually meant
fuch a good opinion as chriftian love difpofes to
form of others appearing to be godly; and when
our acquaintance with any furnifhes good ground
to hope they are faints, it is a- very delightful
thought. But it is {till only a private opinion, nc
ways determining the rights or priviledges of o-
thers. But can any thing be more abfurd than a
judge’s forming ajudicial judgment of charity,
which fhall pofitively decide a man’s fate, fhall
“ a think fo bethe ground of judicial acquiting
or condemning men? Andto fay there is no pofi-
tive judgment formed ofthe ftate isftill the fame,
when yet it is made the foundationof a pofitive
judicial fentence of acceptance or rejection. But
it is plain the fentenceis pofitive, and if it has not

, a
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a pofitive ground, it muft be rafh and iniquitous

Some plead for this the command to e a/weays
ready to render a reajon of the bope, that is inus
2. Petr.3, 15. There the moﬁle directs chrifli-
ans how to anm er perlccutmﬂr infidcls, and fo
muft intend only the rcafons, why they believed
chrilt mlty and Lupd to be faved in that way,
The ancient apologifls, who gave 1the grounds
of the.r faith, and detended it, did whar is here
meant: but lnlrhcy related thejr experiences to
. infidels, as the reafons of theirh ope, they might
- have been prohably laughed at.

Th: example of Payl declaring his converfion
has been ufed: Whercas Paul only relates themi-
. raculous v1hon he had, part of which was feen
~and proveable by his company; and then fays in
'rcneral he was not difobedient, Not one word
of his cafe and exercifes of foul between thisand
his baptifm, nor of hisexperiences afterward, So
'tis manifeftly falfe to fay, he gave anyfuch nar-

rative in court, asis now in quefti:n,
1t is faid, chriftians on other ocmhons com-

ﬁumicat‘c their CXPCI‘ICHCLS 1n rchglon for mu-
tual edification: it is part of the eommunion of
faints; the pfalmift invites the godly to come &
hear his POl 66, 16. Whoever reads this pfalm,
efpecialy from v, 9. muft fee it celebrates a pub-
“Tic and zlorious deliverance wrought for Ifracl:
that the phlmlﬁ fpeaksin the nime of the church,
and propofes to.publith tothe Divine honour what
tne Aaae for ker, and not any perfonal expérience,

B To
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To apply this to the cafe argues ignorance, or
willful perverfion of it. It is no doubt a common
thing among chriftians to tell experiences: probab-
ly all chrifhians do fo on fome occafions: it is of-
ten duty in order to dire, warn or encourage o-
thers. But thisis avoluntary freedom, ufed as they
think expedient. Andif any fhou'd authoritati-
vely require it in order to forman o&inion of their
ftate, andaccording to which theyfhall be treat-
edin the vifible church, they may thinkit theirim-
portant duty to refufe it, as what judges have no
right to demand or ufe for that end.

- Some weakly enough fay, it can do no hurt,
and ifit afford more fatisfaction to any, why may it
not be ufed; it is noharmto break over God’s di-
rections, to affume his prerogative; and form an
unfcriptural  ruleof admitting into the vifible
church, beyond the {fphere of any created capacity!
no, let fuch inform their judgments better, and
learn to be fatisfied with God's way,

Itis urged, that ascarnal minifters area plague
to the church, every mean fhou'd be ufed that may
help to difcover, whether men be gedly, before
they are admitted;and trial of converfion andex-
ercife may help tojudge; & thetefore thou’d be ufed.

It wou'd fcarce be expected men feriously regar- -
ding fcripture, wou'd fpake thus. When ageneral
end is commanded, but the means of accomplith-
ing itleft to chriftian prudence, there is room to
confider of fitand expedient means; but whenall is
direfted, that is to be done, thereis no room for

human
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- human invention; and fuch isthe cafe in queftion;
» befides themean propofed is unlawful in its nature,
tas has been fhown, Scripture dirc&ions, the na-
Jture of the thing, 'the oflice and capacity of human
¢ courts, all determine and limit what is to be done
' in order to havea qualified minittry. The mean
! pleaded for, is not ufeful; for 'tié evident he who
* can fatisfy in fuch an examination of his fitne(s to
 teach, as mentioned p. §. whocan juftly reprefent
- the exercifes of religion, and{peak tovarious caf-
es of conftiencej cancertainly,if he pleafe,give fuch
“anarrative of converfion and exercifes, and fo anf-
wer any queftions about thefe, as will fatisfy his
judges ,whether be his real ftate. Now, ifhe hasnot ..
that fitnefs to teach, he canberejec@ed on certain
grounds: if he has, then his narratives afford not
the leaft further light or certainty, Ungodly men
are the only perfons, that may hypocrife in the cafe,
andif they can fatisfy inother examinations, the
canin this; and fo may all come into office ftill,
if they pleafe, notwithftanding this mean, which
is theretore as ufelefs asunlawful. Whatthe fcrip-
ture requires the church to look for, and mencan
know, even as blamelefs religious converfation,
is ftill the moft fatisfying ground to go on.It muft
be the fureft way to follow Chrift’s diretions, and
ook to hirh tomake them effe@ual for the churches
fafety. If real gracebethe ground of receivingof-
fice, doubting chriftians can never be in; but all
fkillful hypocrites may, which tends little to thd
shurches fafety. Nor isit likely that many grace-
B2 lefs
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lefs man thou'd be in office, if the church is faith

ful in admitting, and retaining nonc but f{uch as

Are apt and fkilltul toteach the matters of religion
of pious lives, anddiligent in theirduties. Nor
whilemen are fuch can they fo greatly injure the
church, asthe commonout-cry imports; and when

errors, loofe practices, or negleGt of duty, which |

wow’d do hurt; are found, they thou'd be cenfur'd,
or caft out, and fodanger will be provided againit
fufficiently, by Chnﬂ s means,

If at any time the Lord for fome wife cndsal-
lows unregencrate men to get into office, and
ufes the giftsand ralentshe has given them in his
fervice, he will ftill over-rule ard order all this
for good. Tho' the church ought never to admit
fuch,when they are known,yet t'.eLord fometimes
fuffers fuch, todeceive the church, and itmay be,
themfelvestoo as to their ftate; for the angel of La-
odicza thought himfelf rich:and he may ufe fucly
men to promote his own caufe; yea, it appears from
Matth, 7, 23. and other places, thathe may endow
forme with even miraculousgifts for this cnd, who
yet want grace; for he has not fufpended the fuccefs
of hiserdinances on the piety of difpenfers. And

when the Lord orders thus, if the church hasdone

what belong’d to herin the cafe,fhe willbe blamelets
and fafe. Here it may deferve to be juft obferved,
how falfe & profanc a very coriion affertion 19,th.1t
men after preper trials regularly ordain'd, y ; if
shey want grace, arc ne minifters of Chrlﬂ they

Are but the mmzﬁors of men; they will not be own d
‘ " by

=
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by Chrift. Mr. Durham obferves, the
Jangels of Sardis and Laodicza are own'dand cal-
Aled angels, That, he himfelf emplov'd Judas, and
Yucli as thofe in Matth. 7. 23. And{o toberegard-

{tho"men fhow'd nottake peacc in fuch'way of do-
j,mvdutxcs, yet Chnft'sordinance thou'd not fuffer
A derogation in whatever hands it be; as not grace
Qbutoommxﬁlon entitles to the charge, Thus he,
And unlefs this be allow’d, then, untilthe church
us furnithed with certain meansofdifcerning, who
‘arc gracxoue, and who not, {l.e muft befor ever un-
\ccnmm, whether fhe has anv miniilers, or who
wthf'v are, Nenecou'd know they were right inre-
weiving ordinances from any. And wou'd not all
mdn«xanccs adminiftr'd by gracelefs men be null
.md void? if anyof them diicovcrcd afterward
"\vnat {tate they had been in, thou'd not fuch as
‘they baptized, be baptized again,&c. Yea if Chrift
:does ot loek on themas in ofiice, can their pe-
‘n‘fﬂ or fuperficial pcnform.xnce of the duties,

wlhiich he does not wquue of them, be any fin?

Jy<t fuch hotrid notions muft often pafs for figns
of religion and affeftion to the caufe of Chrift.
No other r plea - for the pra&u ¢ in queftion has
"‘ccm‘d that deferves notice, unl~fs it be the un-
reafonable wav of interpreting in its favour, what
ia foid 1 the Wet-Minfler di:e 1ory of enguir-
dng touching the grace of God in the foul. Now
Ict it be noted here, that ‘tis agrwd on all handg
/thcrc tauft be trial of the perfon’s holinefs, and
: B 3 what

yed by others as his apoﬁle and minifters. That ale
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what ground there is for the church to efteem& §
treac him as gracious: and the queftion only is, §
whether an evenly courfe of vifible picty, appar-§
ent fruits of grace found in the converfation,fheu'd 4§
fatisfy; or js the fccret exercifesand ftate of the §
foul to be tried? Now isit poffible or fuppofable §
that this laft thou’d be intended in the dire&ory, &
when Mr. Durham, as appears even from whathas §
been quoted here; Mr. Fergufon, and other emi- §
nent men of that time, all maintain oppofite prin-
ciples? Mr. Rutherford, who was one compofer ¢
of the dire@ory, has done foinhis difputes with 4
Independents, 8zc. None of thefe were ever charg- !
ed with contradi@ing the direGory. So we may §
conclude, the enguiry touching grace which they §
meant, was the fcriptural way, allow’d and plea- §
ded for here, and that we underftand and practife §
the direory in the fame fenfe as they. 5
The Protecor indeed appointed Triers,as they &
were called, who ufed fome thingof this heart- §
fearching. But itis well known this was intended §
as much for politick, as religious ends. And fo %
men who were known to live godly, and to be |
well affe@ted to the Prote@or's goverment, wers |
little examined farther aboyt converflion, Mr, Ful- §
ler was aflk’d no more, than, whether he made¥
con{cience of his thoughts, But when they know ™
they dealt with enemies to the goverment, they §
ufed abftrufe puzzling queftions to find ground for §
fejeéing them, Andafter all, hiftorians of them 8
times defy thofe who blame the tricrs, tg pro- §
vice
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o produce one inftance of aman reic&cd,“withgut
Jeing convicted of errors, immoralities, or diflaf~
sCtion to the goverment, And many judicious
#nd godly men then condemn'd the practice as
nwarrantable and tyrannical, It istruc, us fae
i we can find, that the notions and praétice blam'd
#ad their origin among the diftrattions anden-
Bhufiafms of that time, but not {tom f{ober men
& the Weft-Minfter aflembly.
¥ Here it is not amifs to mentionthe judgment
§f the church of Scottland, (colleCiions and ob-
gervations methodized &c. book 4, chap. 1. page
#61. ) enquiring what thou'd be {atifying, &ec.
Aor removing of fcandals, itisfaid :on the other
‘§and church-officers ought not to delay the re-
goving of an offence, tl! they be fatisfied, that
‘ghe offender is fincerely and graciously penitent
gor that would engage church-judicatures to de-
-Ride as to the ftate of fome {ouls, which ishold
Bor them judicidlly to dive into, and when all

s done, impoffible to arrive at any certainty a-
Pout it.

POSTSCRIPT.

2 Some have thought this tris! of the (piritual
@2tc cqually neceflary before admiffion to the
Bords table; and have called the neglett of it
Wyanifeft and borrid unfaithfullncfs. See two pu-
gers prefented tofynod in 1740. Yet fome of
- #hefe upon reading Mr. Steddard’s fermon onthe
Wbje, and fuller confideration, were convinced
s was wrong, How this happéned witheut
‘o being

{
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being convinced itis fo in the othur cale,
hard to gucts,unlefs the one point wis attent
vely confidered, but not theother; for Mr, 8Stod
dard’s arguments determine ore as inuch as th
other. He proves that vifible holinefs entitk i
to any ordinance or gfice in the vifible church
So his authority and arguments are in favour ¢
what has been faid; and we cou'd wifh fuch
are yet otherwife minded as to the trial of car

" didates; wou'd read and carcfully weigh wh
he, and othcrs have wrote, and then . perhap
they may come tobe convinced in this pointalfc

FI NTIS,






