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P R E F A C E

HOUGH tkbe Author bas been ofien induced to
exhitat bis Produllions to the publick view, be
cenftdered the infirmities of the Seventy-feventb year of
bis age, a ,z.ﬁaem bar to any attempt of that kind in
Sultvre ; bist after the Pectls of this T oun, namanicr
very unieal in fuch cafe, appmred quile unanimous in
taking Jown the old mecting boufe, fixing the fpot far the
new ciie, and frifomg it in an elegant manner : The
Underiaters, Cominitices, and Artificers, de f red bim
to deliver a Diccurfe at the Dedication of it. And
then weve urgent for a Copy of the Sermon fcr Pubi-
cation.  /And cor ifideriiiy the feveral fingularities of di-
vire Providence in the whle affair, jutb as the una-
11ty qf the Town, in an affair, ufually atterded with
ai :,’: : the notalle patronage of divine Providence
throngh the periicus (perations, in pre, eﬁ‘wzg every
Perfon from bariv; end the urgency of toe gentlemen
abovementioned, be fulmitted, relying on prdlick candor,
and the allfufficiont favour end bleffmg of Ged, to
Jerve fome diviie prrpofedby  thofe feeble {ﬁ'rf.f.—-
AMEN.
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A Dedication Sermon, &c.
ACTS, vi1. 33.

P t, for the place where
Ibw‘:;}ta:gj;?;ﬁo;:frmt.byﬁe for the place w

THE divine nature is the original, and only
erfe@ fample of all holinefs. Every thing
thcrc&rc named holy, under God, gets that tile,
from fome likenefs or relation to God. 1t may
now be afked; but what likenefs or relation,
can be between a piece of ground, or any other
material fubftance,and a Spirit ; immortal Being ;
the eternal mind ? 1 anfwer, juft the fame, as gave
reafon to the well known expreflions, in the old
ftate of the church ; viz : Ity Garments, % o,
boly meuntain,and as inour text, bely greumd.  Now
there can be rodegree of likenefs in nature, be-
tween zny of thefe material fubdances, and the
holy God. Butarelative connetion with him,
there certainly was, for he ordered them to be
made, appointed their ufe, and they were accord-
ing actually ufed, and in the greateft affair that
ever took place inary world,viz : Seiving eternal
councels in the falvation of men. Confequently,
in nfere relative holinefs, no virtue or property is
communicated, togive reafon for the predicate,
koly,to be fixed to any matcrial fubftance,  There
can be no holinefs in it.  What therciore Gol
has ftiled holy, is to be held fvch for that reaton,

withour
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without thinking of any thing in its natsre anfwer-
ing tothat predicate.

There are two means by which this relative
Lolinefstakes place. 1ft. When God exprefsly
prefcribes it,as Exod. xx1x. 23. “ A ffranger fball
ot eat things confecrated becaufe they are boly.” So
37th verfe, « The Altar ismoft boly, and whatfoever
toucheth it fbellbe bol».”  Alfo the anointing oil ;
and all the utenfils of the Temple, worfhip, and
facrifices, were made holy by the fame mean.

and. Another mean of this relative holinefs,was
pofleffion, and ufe by God him{elf, or his fpecial
order, fo the cenfers which the two hundred and
ffty men inKorah's rebellion, had ufed by fpecial
order, were put into golden plates to cover the
altar,and never more to be ufed as cenfers, becaufe
they were holy, Num. xvi. 35. SoExod. 111 3.
When God poffefl and ufed the burring bufh,and
Mofes was approaching to fee the fight, God for-
bid him, becaufe the place was holy ;1. e. was
already poflvit and ufed by God himfelf. So
when Jefus Chrift appeared to Jofhua before Je-
rico ; he bad Jofhua put off his fhoe, for the place
was holy, being already pofieft and occupied by
divine majefty. Jofh. v. 15. But that caufe being
removed, that effeét muft ceafe.

It may be afked, how was putting off the fhoe
an acknowledgement of holy ground ? This muft
be anfwered both litterally and mittically.

ift. Litterally. Being barefooted was badge
of a fervant ; a token of being always ready to
run and ferve. Therefore the evidence of Abi-
gail’s confent to beDavid’s wife was, 1. Sam. xxv.
41. That fhe would be devoted towath the feet
of David’s fervants : which being bare as fervants,
were expofed to need wathing. Andto be with-
out fhoes, was a type of readinefs to ferve God;
which was efpcially neceflary, when the divine

majefty was vifibly prefent. Buvt when this vi-
fible
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Rble prefence was withdrawn, there was no more
reafon for this practical refpect, than in all times
and places.

And fo putting off the fhoe in the vifible pre-
fence of God, was in pradtical reverence of his
holy majefty. A fign of fubmiffion to him ; and
of readinefs todo all his pleafure, It was alfe a
token of humiliation and mourning for fin.
For thisreafon David wentup mountOlivet bare-
footed, in flying from his fon Abfolom. 2. Sam.
xv. 30. And to thew that the temper of mind pic-
tured hereby,becomes us, in the divine prefence,
as wellas in all humbling circumftances, this
fpeaking fignal was enjoined.

2. That wemay underftand the miftick
defign of this type, we muft know

1. Thatthe feet are a typeof affetions: For
as the body moves by the feet, fo does the mind
by the affeCtions.  This therefore gives light in
Kcclef. v. 1. “Keep thy fost waen thou gieft to th:
boufe of Ged.” For if not you offer there, the fa-
crificeof Fools ; i. e. a facrifice, which has not
your affeétion, love and delight in it,becaufe thefe
were placed on other objeéts, when you came
there.

2. Asour feet are placed on that which fup-
ports our bodies, fo our hearts reft and ftand,
on that which is the objelt of the affeftions. And
as the fhoe is between the foot and its foundation,
fo it obftru&s and hinders the foot from coming
to that foundation.  Juft fo every wrong object
of affection interpofes and hinders the mind from
coming to God, trulting in Chrift, and his word,
as it ought ; and as it mutft, in order to ftand firm
by faith. Therefore all fuch wrong objects of af-
fe&tion, or mental attachment, whether among
outward things,or inward difpofitions,as intercept
and hinder the concurrence and compliance of the

heart with holy matters, are called thoes, and are
B forbiddea
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forbidden. God commands us to put them off.
And unlefs we do fo,the heart can never approach
to God, or comforrably enjoy him. So that in-
ftead of this command’s being a fenfelefs and un-
meaning thing, 'tis the (ummary of all prattical
holy religion ; and quite effential to the life of ho-
linefs, and all true chriftian experience.

But it may be faid, as ancient types looked to
Chnift and his kingdom which is come and eftab-
lifhed, and fo tipical holinefs antiquated ; why do
we retain ine flile of boly hill, in feveral inftances.
Asincafe of .he Sabbath, Bible, Ordinances, &c.
The firit of thefe only, thall be attended to.

The holinefs, or morality of the Sabbath, and
our bonds to its religious obfervance may be fup-
ported in the following manner, viz.

1. Ifthe only being of perfeét reafon, and
righteoufnefs,had perfeét reafon for following his
own judgment in every point ; and has made
us know that he did fo,in inftitating the Sabbath;
then there was perfect reafon for the inftitution ;
& then we are under juft fuch bonds to obferve it.
Nothing but Atheifm can evade this argument.
For weare told Exod. xx.g. ¢ Six days fhalt
thou labour,”&c. Giving us divine liberty for our
own employments,on all thefe days,that he mighe
with more perfect 1eafon, referve the following
monument for himfelf, viz. < But the feventb day
is the Sabbatb of the Lordthy Ged.” He did not
fay it fball be the Sabbath hereafter ; but st is now,
already the Sabbath of the Lord thy God. But
if thisdeclaration was quite right, then theSabbath
had itsfoundation in the nature and reafon of
things ; for by this declaration it had perfett ex-
iftence, before God fpoke a word about it. And
fo it follows. 11th vr. « whe ‘ore” or for which
reafon, “ God blefled,” th._ ,abatifm, for fo it is
is in the original, i. e. confirmed it,and connedt-

ed bleflings with it, for all its faithful oblervers.
Thofe
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Thofe bleflings were not coiinected with the fe-
venth day, (tho’ God reftedor fabbatized on that
- day) but with the fabbatifm itfelf. For God
never defigned that day of the week fhould always
bethe time for fabbatizing ; For he knew that
Jefus Chrift would come, and would be Lord of
the fabbatifm), and would difpofe of it as he pleaf-
ed, and he did fo.

2. Asthe only perfelt beingis our fafe pattern,
and perfect example, fo weare bound to obey
that divine commandment, Eph. v. 1. “ Be fo-
lowers of Ged, as dear children.”” The infpired word
is Mimetai, which fignifies toimitate, or mimick ;
but we cant do foin this cafe, without keeping
holy the Sabbath day, furhe did fo. He refted
on the Sabbath, bleffed and hollowed it.  And ’tis
impoffible to fupport the charater, or enjoy the
Eeacc, of dear children of God, without imitating

im, in this important cafe.

3. I would now give you a third reafon for
fan&ifying the Sabbath, which avails much more
for the chriftian Sabbath,than for that of theJews.
But a few fentiments are ncceflary to introduce
it. As

1. Sabbath was always defignedto memorialize
and commemorate, the greateft work which God
had been know to accomplith, as Exod. xx. 10.
11. Where God’s making the world, is the reafon
for fabbatizing.

3. Jefus Chrift was the creator of the world.
Jon. 1. 1. In the beginning was the word, and
the word was God,all thingswere created by him.
And Beb.i. 2. “He made the worlds ;" Yea ¢ al
things wvifible and inviffible.” Col. i. 16.

3. Ascreation was then the greateft work,God
had been known to do, fo the firft, or JewifhSab-
b;t}\‘ Ovcvlas in memory of that, asthe greateft work
oI \~0d.

4 But redemption, wrcught by the fame di-
vine
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vincagent,was infinitely greaterwork than creation,
creation was the ftage on which redemption was to
be wrought; it was made for thatvery purpofe.No
oppofition Wwas made to creation ; but redemp-
tion was oppofed by carth and hell, and yet was
accoinplithed. No death was neceffary in crea-
tion ; but the moft terrible death that ever was,
was ncceflary to accomplifh redemption.Creation
was made for bodies, and natural life ; but re-
demption for fouls, and eternal life. So it ap-
pears that redemption was an infinitely greater,&
more important work than creation. Therefore,

5. The Lord Jefus Chrift, the divine agent of
both, knowing when redemption was finithed in
his refurreftion, the reafon of the firfl Sabbath
ceafed ; becaufe now an infinitely greater divine
work was to be memorialized by fabbatizing,con-
tinued his redecming work, through the feventh
day, Sabbath, and refted from his work, and fo
fabbatized on the firft day of the week,Mat.xxvin
1. 6. 1. Cor. xv. 4. Heb. 1v. g. 10.

And fo the dofrine is eftablifhed, that there is
infinitely greater reafon for the chriftian Sab-
bath, than ever was for that of the Jews. And
thisisfo for from fixing changeablenefs on the
inftitutor ; that it gives evidence of his unchange-
ablenefs. He always defigned theSabbath to be
a memorial of the greateft work ofGod ; and now
as a greater work of God has taken place, than
that of creation, he fixed the memorial of it ac-
cordingly. For,

1. He ceafed, or refted from his work, i. e.
fabbatized on the firlt day of the week, himfelf :
thereby fetting the fame example for his followers,
as hedidin the beginning on th e feventh day.

2. He practically taught his difciples to tread
in hisfteps. Jon. xx. 19. For when the difci-

les were aflembled, en the firft day of the week ;

he joined them, and inftead of reproving them,
enconraced
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encouraged them, in the higheft manner, by pro-
.nouncing a Sabbath’s blefling on them, in tﬁ
moft encouraging and comfortabiewords ; “Peace
be unto you.” Implying all bleffings, and efpecial-
ly fpiritual ones, (for peace is fuch) are for you,
on this day, as Sabbath ; and in this praétice of
fan&ifying it. And becaufe it was a point of
great importance, Luke alfo attefts it. Luke
XxIv. 33. 36. And again the next Sabbath,or firft
day of the week, Jefus to confirm them in this
practice, met with them again and blefled them.
See Jon.xx. 26,And the infpired apoftle confirms
it, by disecting the Corinthean Church to be pre-
pared for publick contributions onthe firft day of
the week, as the ftated time of their publick affem-
blies. 1. Cor. xvi. 2. And to encourage them in
it, tells them, he had ordered the Churches of
Galatia to do the fame on that day. And for this
reafon the firft day of the week was ftiled em-
phatically the day when difciples come together
to break bread. Act. xx. 7. And there 1s not
one word in the Bible about chriftians obfervi
any but the firft day of the weck, as Sabbath,ever
fince. And doubtlefs this was meant when Chrift
is called Lord ofthe Sabbath day. Mark, ii. 28.
And fo it appears that the Sabbathis conneéted
with the firlt day of the week, by fpecial inftitu-
tion, confifting in the exprefs word, & actual ex-
ample of Jefus Chrift, who is Lord of all.
‘T'herefore though the fabbatifm was movea-
ble from one day toanather,it is in itfelf unchange-
able, and of courfe, the ftile boly, belongs to it juft
as it did originally. Exod. xvi. 23. Neb. ix. 14. -
As to other fubjeéts of the predicate bofy, fuch
Bible, Ordinances, and worthip, fincel am be-
reaved of the ufe of my hand in writing, and con-
fidering the great mercy of God to us in general,
in giving us light and underftanding enough to
ackrowledge their bolinefs, 1 thall only add ; that
. no
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no portionof meer matter can have holinefs in its
nature. ‘The Bible, Elements, in the Lord’s Sup-
per, &c. are holy by fpecial divine order, and by
their divine import. God had alfo once a houfe
of worfhip, ftiled boly, & Jefus Chrift gives us the
reafon, becaufe it was a type and picture of his
body, Jon. 1. 19. 21. 1t was alfo a type and pic-
ture of his Church,the colle®ive body of his boly
ores.  For of them hefays, 11.Cor. vi. 16./“2% are
the temple of the living God.” And 1. Tim. iii. 14,
he fays, < Tee church of God, is the boufe of the lkv-
fng Ged.”

That houfe therefore was holy by fpeécial di-
vine order, and by its tipical import. But there
has been no houfe in the world, entitled to the
ftile of Lok,fince Jefus Chrift afcended toH eaven.
Ard of courfe, ’tis owing to ignorance, bigotry,&
fuperttition, that a houfe for chriftian worfhip, is
ever ftiled boly, boufe of God, boly place ; and fuch
like. A houfe for chriftian worfhip, and all re-
ligious worthip in any place, is to be attended ina
a very holy manner. The obje&t, and the bulfi-
nefs, are boly. 'The heart ofthe fubject ought to
be holy ; anfiverable to the employment.

" I now proceed to make fome remarks on the
premifes. And

1. Wehave feen thar there can be no holinefs
in mere matter.  Objetion,Our bodies are mere
matter ; and yet the apoftle implies, that our
bodies muft be made boly. 1. Theff. v. 23.

Aniwer. Our bodies archoly, when they are
devoted to divine fervice, and in practice are con-
formed to the laws of holinefs in the Bible, and
to a principle of holinefs in the heart. But this
implies no holy property in the matter of our bo-
dies. If mere matter can’t love God, whichis
the principle of holinefs ; ’tis impoffible it fhould
have holinefsin its nature.

Wehave fcen alfo that the Sabbath is fixed to

the
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the firft day of the weak, by Jefus Chrift the
Lord : and we all know, that a primary obje&
in building, and furnifhing this houfe, is to ferve
the appointed ufes of that holy Sabbath. And
that for thofe purpofes fpecially, it is folemnly de-
dicated thisday. If we believe thefe. things, and
have any religious, or only rational notions of
them ; we fhall never enter this houfe, for any of
thofe moft facred purpofes, with malignity in-
dulged in our hearts; or with the air, or fpirit of
levity. This is not a vulgar houfe; nor made &
furnifhed for vulgar ufes. The defign of it isto
be a convenient place for the fervice of God.
Let every perfon who enters it profefledly for
that purpofe, rememberGod is prefent in the con-
gration of his people ; and that his eye is on their
heart ; and he will make them e¢at the fruit of
their own ways ; and fill them with their own de-
vices. He will be fanctified in them that comre
near him. Lev. x. 3.

2. Then our firft bufinefs in all approaches to
God,is to put off every myftick fhoe. *Tis moft
dangerous to rufh into the worfhip and fervice cf
God, with heartand affe®ions mufiled, difiem-
pered, and embarraffed, with myflick fhocs.
Remember this is the firft thing he fees abeut vs
when we approach his prefence ; for he locks at
the heart. Jer.xx. 12. And is much difpleafed
with the heart that inwardly departs from the
diving God. ’Tis mockery to draw near to God,
with a falfe treacherous heart. We fhould al-
ways remember when we cater this houfe, for
the fervice of God, it muft be with hearts and
affeftions quite barefooted. Otherwife we are in
danger of his wrath every moment. The fight
of this place of worfhip, fhould bring the thoughts
to view.

3- Divers circumftances require fuch folemn
regard, in all cur improvements of this houfe.Ag

i. There
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ab
t. There have been fpecial Tokens of divine
patronage towards this town,refpe@ing their place
ofpublic worfhip, for feveral years ‘paft. Men
are apt to be jealous for fuppofed rights, and
contentious, if they are invaded. Y eta majority
of this town, who were net accommodated in the
place of worthip, it being a mile from a proper
centre; endured that excefs of travel for ten years,
in peaceable compliance with the minority. And
if but one hundred perfonsdid fo ; then in
ingand returning, they endured two hundred
milestravail everySabbath day. And as there are
fifty twoSabbaths in a year this excefs of travail on
Sabbaths only, is ten thoufind and four hundred
miles. And if other occafions of meeting there,
were as many more as the Sabbaths, the travail
would be more than twenty thoufand miics,which
is nearly equal to the diameter of the terraque-
ous Globe. Yet all this was endured with more
fubmiffion than is common in like cafes. Which
is to the honor of thofe who endured ‘t. And
fince we are boundin all things to acknowledge
divine Providence, Prov. iii. 6. And fince if per-
fons enduring all this, had been as querulous
as common in fuch cafes, the town had been con-
vulfed ; and our happy enjoyment of this houfe
had never exifted. Thefe confiderations bind us al-_
ways to enter this houfe with grateful veneration
for its bounteous author.

2. The goodnefs of God was fo confpicuous,
in preferving every one of the multitude em-
ployed in taking down the old Houfe, and erect-
ing 1t here from any difafter, that it demands a
dutiful acknowledgment from every perfon ac-
quainted with thefe falts,whenever they enter this
houfe, efpecially to worfhip the preferver of men.

3. Asconvenient accommodation for the wor-
fhip of God, is the honor and happinefs of any
people ; fo the unufual elegance of this houfe, f;or

the
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i purboféipf s preféie didication, calls aloud

on its proprietors, to honor its great objeét,when-
ever they approach his prefence, to worfhip in it.

"3. The third remark ori the premifesis, thac
we fhould pay fuch regard to the word of God &
his worfhip, as never to admit any thing unfcrip-
tural, or antichriftian. The Bible ftiled a houfe
for worthip and facrifice, among, the Jews, Tbe
boufe of God, Sanéluary. 3cc. Reafons for which have
been given. Butit allows no houfe for chriftian
worfhip to be fo ftiled.  And fince the antitype
of all thofe types is come, to uphold the types, is
practically to fay, that Jefus Chnft is not come,
and that he who bore that ftile was an impoftor.
Andfo todeny chriftianity, fpeak falfchood, and
fupport the Jews. ’Tisunfcriptural. The Pa-
pifts have holy Ground, Houfes, and Places :but
God bids us ¢ come out from cmong them, and not
touch the unclean thing.” 2. Cor. vi. 17. and doubt-
lefs all who mean to purify themfelves as he is
pure, will purify from thefe corruptions ; becaufe
they are antichriftian.

. 4. We have feen the abfurdity of types,
after their defignis anfwered. The name of
Chrift was 10 be above every name. Phil. ii. 9. His
name alone t0 be exalted in all the esarth. Paf. Ixvii. 10.
We have feen alfo, there is more reafon; infinitely
more reafon for the chriftian Sabbath, than ever
was for that of the Jews. And wehave had rea-
fon for 2 moft facred improvement of that day; &

fome of them are encreafed by the privilege of

this houfe. To which others thall now be added.

1. This houfe is not made for vanity ; but for
thefervice of God. And is thisa triffling mat-
ter ? Is there a perfon among us, who don’t know
this demands attention, folemn attention ! What
fhall be thought then of the perfon, old or young,
who fha'l attend worthip in this houfe in a lighs,

airy manner ; comes gazing, finiling, gabling, in-

<
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to aplace dedicated to the fervice ofGyd? fuch in--. ‘&

decency is infinitely moreaggravated, than to ruflk
into the prefence of worldly mu.jefty with a whif-
de, whicﬁ would enfure the cenfure of grofs ill-
breeding, idiotifm or infanity. '

2. Thededication of this houfe to holy ufes,
binds us to ufeit ina holy manner. No guile, |
envy, hypocricy, or other evil habits, thould be f
admitted here. Thefe are fhoes forbidden to be :
worn. Indeed,tis impoffible fora foul to draw near
toGod,with thefe embarrafiments. Whenween-
ter this houfetherefore, remember the command,
< put off thy fboes, and “be fbod with the preparation :
of the Gojpe! of Peace.” ‘

3- We thould take argument, compulfive ar-
gument, from divine Bounty, in the comfort,con-
venience, and privilege of this houfe, for holy
fervices and enjoyments,to become a people to the
honor of a bountiful benefactor ; and make it ap-
pear that this grace is not ill beftowed.

1 fhall conclude with fome gratitudinary notes.

1. Weare in debt to divine Majefty, for this
elegant accommodation for his worfhip. God
ﬁug‘ of the firft houfe for holy fervices,  tbe fil-
ver is mine, the gold alfo is mire.”” Hag. 11. 8. He
has indulged us the materials of this houfe ; fhall
we pervert them ? Shall we fufier the prophana-
tion of fuch favour? Farbe it ! But let us at
every fight of this bounty ; ¢ give wito the Lord,
the glory duz to bisgreat name.” Anddedicate,heart--
ilydedicate, this monument ofhis goodanefs to his
fervice.  And allow it to ftand a witnefs of our
duty ; and folemn teft of our allegiance.

2. The People atlarge are to be acknowledged,
fr their concurrence inthe impertant work ; as
alfa for their fteady approbation, and promotion
ofit from the firft. May divine bleflings here
renumerate to them,all their care,and all their coft.

3- The andertakers, infpe@ors, and all fub-

fervient




d ; “the undertakers ofpecially ; that
when div.ne providence had opened a profpet of
fomething of the kind ; they indulged fo liberal
a _projeétion, as this which hastaken place. And
both they, and the Infpeétors, are intitled to pub-
lick thacks, for that good judgment, patriotifm,
firmnefs, and perfeverance, with whichthe whole
has been profecuted, to the prefent perfection.

4. But our gratitude, is eminently due, under
God, the patroaof all ingenious artificers ; tothat
cuiious artitt, who with his aflociates, undertook
that arduous work, and whofe diligence, conftant
attention, and high mechanitm, have accomplifth-
<d this brilliant accommodation for divinefervice.
We oughtto defire that their fouls might be
beautified with the Graceof God, and that they
mught be edified to his Palace above the fkies.

And now after honouring the prefence of nu-
merous fricnds onthis agreeable cccafion ; we a-
gain call on our fouls,and all that is within usto
blefs and praife the nameof the Lord, for all his
bencfits ; and for this difplay of his favour, to his
unworthy pecple.  And dedicate this houfe, as a.
memorial, and monuntent thereof ; and as a teft
of our allegiance to his holy Majefty.—~—AnzN.




