mw-v_” - W e e e ~ » 0.. e P 4‘ - er g .f—.--‘.
- ‘ ) : » 3 - 4 L A S : \4‘ * ’ ‘et 1‘
’

&

AN,

»

O®N OUTWARD

" CHRrRisTIAN BAPTISM

-

Br TIMOTHY ALLEN, A M
Paftor of the CaurcH in CHESTERFIELD,

Hampsuire CounTy.

3

-— — e~ = = = ———— . - —

NORTHAMPTON:
PranTip 3y WILLIAM BUTLER

M,DCC,LXXXVIIL,

] 0? f&,



REFAUCE.

HE cceafiii: of the fo!.’mvzng I'_[a , as reprefented i

general ter s, in the beginn 7 of i:, did, in the view

of the Church affeficd Iy it, call for “uy ‘ericus and deliber-

ate cirfideraticn 5 that tbev might le dear 16 é fekarge thom-

felves, as the mature end miporicrce of the cafe reqmrfd -
and fo as they might be nfgmtfvd .+ the day of account.

They confidered the 1o perins refe rred to, as pratlifing
contemnpt of the Ja red crdinance of baptijm in their childl vod ;
which baptifm is ccrtainy vindicalie frem the feriprures
whether the foliotwing F j/?w /' all be ¢t Ja ‘dered as ka’ ng dore
ity or net.  Tlhey conficdercd thom ollo, as "mmtz:rg their
jalemn federal cmmﬁ;on with this Church, to ﬁ/h}v;f i 18
which, they werebodeny as well as to wnien wath it.  Alfo,
thofe perfors afpeared.1o lock actn on 1lie waricr's lenient mea-
Sures of the Clurch tewerds tham, coitemptusifiy.  But as
they mz’edged confeteiice for <what they did, fo the Church con-
fder ed the ({I/c as whclly cut oftl’ezf tower,  Xet vievic
tee perlons as going a firay, and that ike crid weuld be bitter-
ne's, when all dyguifes [F ali te remeved. The Church there-
fare were at a piunge, ¢ c’zhg Srarthy girdbed, lcf"veen[;m;ﬂ-
thetic feclings for their old fiiends, cvd a greffirg fenfe of ciiy
lyeng cn themy to do fomethinig,  Cf conrje, ccr  Jiaer n,g 1he

evidence they bad, il ar Bagtiffs freceed i cn smfiriptura. wes,
and the pcflilility that [mzi.m light migkt 10.d to extricate
thofe perfcmﬂm their prejnt fn,zrm[n (risy cvdle of e
Lo others mn lite temptaticn 5 and &l il e Jetie l-n e be a dr,-—
charge of duty for themfeves s they decnivdd to exbilit gs
clear an acccunt as they nd, ([// nolre cj toe logilsn
wbich was ufed ly John the Fettif, togey tle leaes o 19
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4 PREDPAUCE

of the baptifn appointed to be ufed under the golpel.  Aid
they were difpofed .o defire their Paftor to prepare thofe exi:-
bitions for publicvizs.  He was feirfible of bis infi ufciency to do
boisour to theje important topics, together with bis datly avoca-
tions and zmum&mnce:, would neceffariiy confine bim to the ve-
7y fhorteft method of treating thefe points.  And when be con-
jdered the people, whofe bemﬁt be bad in view, were not able
or difpoled to compregend large treatifes, be ]ud ved 1t was beft
for then to give as [bort fkeiches o each bead, as could co;yf/}
2cith fomz mealure of light, in the nature of it.  Hewever, be
oelaw fome difadoantages in o brief @ manner of treating the
/mptw -al dotrines cf éa‘*fy'm both bemzsfr mavy miterefiin g
Drnts could nat be, in that way, fo diftinétly illuffrated or prov
¢ed 5 and Lecaufe he clafs of people, ta whem be would fngn
commurizate [rme zzg’# are as apt 1o barp on a fippofeddefel?, as
2key are zz:'o;j?: 16 je ! aud yield to a fair demonjtration. O
2he wholz, as the u/,.m b beld themflues difyual zﬁa t0 pﬂ"r cen-
Sure, for the reafen already given ; tboug/' t}vg g2 tha! vie
cmycmzfe ever diFated, what is not ior [um erther niatai-
aly or in mede of maagsinent, Ofcrv L thy beld,y hat the
tz%? before them mu ﬁ ¢ icered to 102 Leid of all rmy‘ eres
ant tnaz they wobs thaee to conliionce o \ct/;:'z Lind of il
eiice, or prepoffejfion, s '{/3 i y;.;m '
And the C/zmm were equally barred frem adprowing the
Jod two per; 715, i thetr condy J eitocr &y negiell, indigfor-
enze or fience | cﬂ/f/ £ cithoi thv would tyuve kineion
trath s fo they bali !,,,;'//z:' 5 confes 15 the pr gr"f methed,
L he writer of the ,mucvng Fffay is [eufible, that the gen
eralr réf’rt/zf'ow be bas ai=en of the coves ,um of ¢race, 15 ot
;’wfllv czgrmu ety the ff‘l"ﬂu fzts rffao P owlho mv e af a
coveant of rodemptics, batwwenn the Father aid t/w Soit, m/l
2ir’} f' M L CeVEaN of miace aind <oho coviceie wan @
par/) Wtk covenail f grace. He rather thinks, with sia0-
iy other s, "r)/m/"ﬂ 1o necgffiry of und: vllanding a ATl c57e-
pint o/’m/w;,m n /w* that Jelus Chof?, ai f}f’ r LC”ﬂ 1~
aiir, uindsrleck the 1 ation (f the ol s Jreme eteinit iy WS

ﬁ;'t‘ f‘m:\ cmf“ﬂf’of'fmr 2k oM, qitl gt 45y o Tt /’«77 z/(r? a
) h/vlf L M y



PREFACE §

jaftificazion granted to theiny as wot yet exifling, til fath and
repentence flould open a duov, for the confif’ont cijpiay of fuch
atds of grace upon them.  Qticr fentiments in the toffay, may
b charged to the writer's arcount 5 but be bepes wicne offens
frve to the generaticy of God's children, wwhefz Learts are found
m bis fatutes, ncr unfupportacle by il feviptures.

Thc weriter found it nizarly impaffebl= “or bine to aveid frv-
mg the fame things, i1 jome partsa ... Fyfay, which bcve
been faid by cthers ot tie jame filiell 5 beweer, be bas e
diftated by the fcriptures, and the natdre of the argument.

He begs leave t infiil cr 1w points, from every reader of the
following Effiv, vis. to read attentively every article, with
the evidence aliduced to fupport it : aid to fufpend cenfure till
be is fure of the fentiment 5 for if the fentiments are contained
w tristh, they clatim a!l this as dicy but if not, cenfure is a
Juft reward.

N. B.  Thke foid Church ajo thought it a preper part of
the followwing tcfiimony, to add a wumler of marks of a voreng
fort of refizious [pivit, in whamfcever they are found.  As

1R, Lo bemmfesfibie of the fucred nature of religions cove-
nants. ’
2d. To vef:fp ifible cominumion with fuch asare allowed
20 be real Chridiuns,

34. To prefer any tempors! coinfideratics to the obfervance
of facied bonds.

by To fupport a profoflion cf jaith, without eideavours
2 kecp the coremandients.

s5th. To hed a confidence of acod moral flate, o1 the foor of
any outward aftion whatever.

6th. Tofuppoje any cutward al¥ion of s civir, eormnends &
Lirfon to divine favour. |

7th. To bold one Chriftian better thaw cotder, in God's
eftcon, by any autwaid aition whaijever.

81h. To bold any eutward aflion of bis ac.. 6 o2 o
mean of juflifyng richtesfucls (6 arv perfon. |

oth. Lo kold arv iraiich of jancTipcatin, ro be o ooy o
j/‘(ﬁiﬁ‘mfim ”m tbeﬁgbt of Ged, o "

)

13.2




7 P REFA CE

" voth. Tofeel preferadl: to other Chriftians in the fight of
God, by dung any du’ + whatever.
t1tb. T0 prefor - e to other Chriftians, om any ac-
gount.
12¢th. Totreat any vifible Chriftians contemptuoufly.
13, To mduate a diviffve propenfity towards vifible
Chriftians.
'4117 To bz inclinded to fay, « Stand by thyfelf, I am
holier than thou.”
1¢th. To fuppofe divine favour as partial to us, as our owon,
16eh. To bold ourfelves excufed from any private duty,
merely by performance of any public duty.
17th. To be void of that union to all Chriftians, which is
the mark of Chrift’s dsfciples.
/ 18th. Tg break Chriftian union, rather than praftice felj-
enial.
19th.  To bold a [pirit af Jelf juftification.
20th. To bave more religious confidence, than firiptural
gvidence,
21k To fupport aveligions hope, by what is not m'laz'n{y
Sferiprural.
22d. To fupply the want of clear feriptural evidence, by
miere fuppofitions,
23d. To be more apt to beieve in our own favour, thay
aivine authority will fipport.
24th, To be dezzf ta reafon and [eripture, when they don’t
JATCHY 04r 01 Cpinion.
25th. To regard the word of God, juf} as it appears, 16
Liit ourfelves.
26¢h. To make onr own principles our rwle, for under-
Nandi 4 [feripture.
27th. To fupport any religious principles, by refelling fair
jviptural confequences.
28¢b. To make a merit of differing from other Chriftians,
..9*0 To bld the favowr of Ged, engroffed’ly any [l
vihalfiever.
50th. Tofeel alittle iicre bappy, by dividing frem any
vifbie Chriflians, An




An E S S A Y

ON OUTWARD

CHRISTIAN BAPTISM

In two Parrs.

Ao n sy

The firft ParT, on the BAPTISM ufed under the
Law.

HE judgment of a Church in Hampthire county,

in the cafe of two perfons, who have heretofore

profefled the chriftian faith, and fubmited to the gov-

‘ernment, watch and care of faid Church, and fo be-

came divinely bound to keep the unity of the fpi-
rit in the bond of peace with 1it.

And yet paying no regard to thofe facred bonds,-
have of late, 1n a diforderly manner, withdrawn them-
felves from all conne&tion with faid Church, not on-
ly without 1ts council and concurrence, but contrary ts
its painful labours and faithful remonftrances, and unit-
“ed them{elves to what is called a Baptift Church.

And now faid Church, ftill meaning to praétife f:-
delity to Jefus Chrift and them; in confideration of
the premifes; in confideration alfo of the noted habit
of the people called Baptifts, tocriminate all oppofitior:
to their bias, with the ftyle of perfecution; and laftly,
in confideration of the utter inconfiftency of their
{cheme, with that of the bible ; the faid Church holds
itfelf called to exhibit fcripturallight to the faid two
perfons, and to whomfcever elfe it may concern; in -
- confidence,

e
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¢onfide nce, that when their mindsare difentangled from
the bondage of errour, as they certainly will be in this
cafe, they will then know we have treated them in con-
fittency with our ftable profeflion: and then we fhall
leave the faid two perfors entirely t¢ the Judge of right,

Nowas the people called Baprifts, hold it a neceflary
part of obedience and following Chrift, to be buried in
water, as they fay he was in baptifin: We therefore
are bound to teftify and prove, |

{. That Chnift’s bapti{m, was not chriftian baptifm.

1. Becaufe chrifian bapufm is a feal of chriftianity ;
but the chnftian difpen{ation was not in being when Je-
fus Chrift wzs baptized, and {o there was no fuch thing
to be fezled at thiae time; and then it muft b=1a feal to
nothing, which 1s 1o feal at all.  Therefore the bap-
afm of Jefus ChLrift was not the chiiftian baptifm.

2. Becaufe Jcius Chrift’s bhaptiim was under tae
law ; but no crdinance under the law, could at the
fame time be under the go{pel ; and if not under the
gofpel, it could not bea chriftian ordinance: therefore
Chrift’s bapti{m was not canilian baptifim.

- 3. Becaufe Chritt’s baptifm was part of that law-
righteowfnefs, which he came to fulfil, and which muft
be finifhed before the gofpel difpenfatior. could begin ;
as juftification muft be finithed before fanctification
can begin: therefore Chuft’s bapufm could not be
chriftian baptifm, \

4. Becaufe as every thing done to fulfi] the law was
legal, and as Chrift’s baptiim was confeflediy dore to
fulfil the law; Matt. iii. 15, ~therefore Chrifl's bap-
tifm was legal, not chriftian baptiiin.

5. Becaufe to be baptized in obedicnce to the legal
difpenfation, muft be legal obedence ; but Chrift was
{fo baptzied : therefore his baptifm was legal, not gof-
pcl obedience. | |

6. Becaufe what Chrift came to co was ‘o fulfi] the
righteoufnefs of the law, Matt. v. 17. Eutthat was
law-work, not gofpel-work : therefore Chuft’s baptiim
was legal, not evangelical, |

.
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7. Ordinances of the law, and of the gofpel, are dif-
ferent ; but Chrift’s baptifin was an ordinance ofthe
law, as the next argument will thew : therefore Chrift’s
baptifi was not a gofpel or chrifhian ordinance.

Objection.  But the Lord’s fupper was initicuted un-
der the law alfo.

Anfwer.  True; but it was the very night in which
he was betrayed, fo it muit be then or never, 1. Cor.
xi. 23. Whereas Chrift was baptized feveral years be-
fore. Befide, he commanded tne future conftant ufe
of the Lord’s fupp.r; but no fuch command about his
baptifm, becaufe that was part of his perfect law, right-
coufnefs, which none ever could do but himfelf.

" Nay fuszher, Jefus Chriflt knew that he was appoint-
ed by the Fathcr to be faithfuiinall God’s houfe, the
church, as Mofes was,.—Hcb. 11 2 But Mofes ap-
pointed the Pafchal feaft, a5 a conftant token of d:-

- vine prefence and favour, and a mean of communion
with him, which Pafchal feaft was to ceafs the moment
Chrift died. Therefore he inuait appoint the golpel
feaft, the Lord’s fupper, before he died, or elfe ke would
not be as faithful in Ged’s houfe, 25 Mofes was; bus
would leave it quite deftitute of this chief mean cf viii-
ble connedticn and communion with God ; which
would thow he hzd not Anithed his work, anid be a blot
on hin and his kingdom forever.,

17. Thebaptifm of Jefus Chrift, was the appointed
mean of entering on his public miniftry, which he inuit
fultil, both as it was a part of the law, which he was to
cbey perfeétly, and aifo, becaufe otherwife he could not
claim that prieftheod =zl to himfelf.

1. Legal piiefts wercaiways inaucted to thair pub-
lic miniftry, by walhing or being baptized witi water ;
therefore 1t vras commanded for Aarein, his {ons and all
Ris fucceffers, to bewafhed, or baptized with water,
when they went into thelr public. miniftry,—kExod.
XXi¥. 4, XL 13.-—Itxed. 50. 13.—20. So Chrift, who
knew the whole law, when he was going into his public
difcharge of the leral priefthood, knew he mwit be
walhed or Laptized vithwater ; and as no legel priett

B could
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ould cntar that p‘xb}ic miniftry, till thirty years of age,
--\ um. 1v. 3, 47,—fo Jeius Chiif!, when he arrived
to that age—L. u}\x 1. 2';-—-—knomng it was the ap-
pointed imcan of catering the miniftry of the law, was
obedient in that, asin every thing : therofore Chrifl’s
bapmm was wholly le gal not chriftian,

a. This is exa’tly the reafon which Jefus Chrift
gives to Yabnwhen he come to be wathed or baptized
by him ; s i deconzes us 1o fulfii all rightoufugfs.”  lin-
porting I can’t fuliil all nghteoufnefs, viz. of the law,
unlefs I fubmittoit ; nor youdo your duty unlefs yow
admin:fterit; for th is was the reafon why Fobn was fent to
bapuzc-—;\nd as this was a noted part of obedience to
the law, f{oall sightecuinefs could not be fulfiled with-
out 1t : therefore Chindt’s baptufim was not chriftian
baptifin.
3. Itisdeclared, Johni. 31, &c. that the very rea-
fon \xh\' Talu was fent to b.mt'ze, was, that he quht
by that mdm.mu make Chuitt mamﬁit to Hracl, viz.
to be their promifed high prieft; and he was made
mant{eft by puoh baptitin, accoxding to law, by the
heaven's vifibly opening at the fame time 5 by the de-
{cent of the hol" 1111‘1 onC hnft, and by the voice from
hn\ cn approving Lun. Tharefore as foon as the ne-

ary trials o ftor ty ays in the wilderneis were out, he
l\( canto preacl. Mart. iv. 17, Thercfore Chr 1& S
baptx.m was altogether legal, not chnftian.

I1I. The baptitm of Jefus Chint was no part of
chriftian obediencr, bor,

Then it muit be obedience to himfudt'; for Je- .
fus Chnft is the head of all chriftian matters. e
carne to do the will of God, Pfal. xl. 8, not to do his
own will, Johnvi. 38. Butthe will of God by Jefus
Chnift, p'imllll), was his tulfiling the law, and his bap-
gifm was part of that work, as Le told fobn at the time :
therefore Chrift’s baptifm was obedience to the Liw,

not to chnftianity.
2. To be chriftian obcadience, 1t muft be under

- o

chirttianity, nyt under the law; butis was under tiic
Lo,
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Jaw, not under the gofpel: therefore the baprifin of
JefusChrift was wholly legal obedience, not chriftian.

3. Notonly the fact was under the law, but the view
and defign of 1t was to fulfil what the law already re-
quired, and to be a lawful qualification for his public
minifiry while under the law; the laft act of which
miniftry and priefthood, was his offering up himielfin
death, Heb. viii. 3, 7, 27. Therefore the defign of
Chrift’s baptiim was altogether legal, and peculiar to
himfelf; which was iraplied, when he fad, < fifforae ta
be f5rose,” Matt. il 15, as the enly inftance of itin the
vorld. '

IV. Chrift's baptifm could not be a pattern for his
people’s obedience. Lor,

i. Obedience to the law for nftihication, never can
be a part of his people’s obedienee : But Chrift's bap--
tifin was a part of his obedience to thelaw, for the juf-
tification of finners : thercfore o pattern fur his peo-
ple’s obedience.

2. 1f Chnift’s baptifin was pattern for his people to
copy, then there muft be a law in chritharity for his
people to be baptized as he was ; but there 1s no {uch
law : therefore Chrift’s baptifin was not a pattern for
them to follow.

3. Therefore there is nomore reafon to foliow Chnft
1 this ation, than in all the actions of his obedience
'w the holy law.

Lueftion. W hat was Fobr’s bapufin ?

snfecer. Jobn's baptifin was a rite which divine wif-
dom defigned and proclauned by Adadicky of old, Mal.
. 1, which was to ferve three purpofes.

1. Jobn was a pioncyy and herald, ient before his
General, and the following chritian army, to remove
impediments ; and as {in was  the chief impedunent,
i feb's work was to witnefs agatail 1, and require re-
peatance of ir; and then to baptize, or wath with wa-
ter, 2il who compzhied, 25 a badge of their clearnets from
s onft as Jews alwavs did to profelytes and priefts,
vheer the law, as tgken <f ther punty. But now Fobr

Jdid
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did this to all penitents, both becaufe God ordered
him fo, and becaufe the holy chriftian kingdom was
then coming, in three or four years: {o it was called
the baptifm of repentance.

2. As Fobn’s miniftry was all under the law, fo it was
a type, like other religious ations, under the law; to
be a picture of that holinef:, which was to be character-
iftic of approaching chnihamty that every body might
fee in that fymbol  what they muft be and what Chrift
could make them, viz. all over holy : But no ufe for
types when the fubftance is come, except among Jews.

3- As Chrift could notenter cn his public mlmf’try
without baptifm, and it could not be adminiftered with-
out a-qualfied officer ; fo, John1. 31, tellsus the ve-
ry reafon why Fobn was qualified, was that he might
mtroduce Jefus Chrift to Lis public miniftry under the
law, by the baptifm of that dxfpenfatlon

And with this teftimony we refer the faid two perfons
to God the righteous Judge. Only adding, that we
fhall as clearly delineate whatis truc chriftian bapufm,
with its nature and evidence, when you, or any in your
behalf. thall defire it,

TheSecond Perr, oo CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.

1 5 all goods c« rive from God o men through the

co wncl of the covenant of grace, {0l ‘hxll
b, Cpanche navare ef the covenant of giace,
~d. f"i' e that rhus vas e covenant eibablifhed
watn Abresam

bhf wwhat were the cortents of 1t 10 that ef-
tablidmeiit.

th, Chew whee pr’"* Can Cod has macde for the

propigitien of thefe cortonty, I

[ 3 B -
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1. 1 thall very briefly open the nature of that cove-
nant of grace, through which all goods as fuch, derive
to man. But,

ift. If all men are finners, then divine juftice for-
bids all favous to them, except on fuppofition of, e-
qual atonement ; but all men are finners, and there-
fore the juftice of God forbids all favour to them, ex-
cept on fuppcfition of cqual atonement. Rom. iii.
23. Al bave fimed axdcome fhort of the glory of Ged,”
and Jer. v. og, < Your fins bave withhclden gocd things
frem you.”  But fince mercy and truth have fourd a-
tonement, and “rightecufucls is come down fros: Leaven,
the Lord «il] give that which 15 good,” Pfal. Ixxxv. 10,
11, 12.

2d. But the man Chrift Jefus, could not confiftent-
ly undertake the work of atonement, without exprefs
fecurity to be preferved through, accepted and fuffi-
ciently rewarded ; thercfore when the determination of
the Father, was to give his fon < a covenant of the people,”

fa. xlix. 8. Jefus Chuilt replicd, ¢ Lo Iecme, Ideiight
to do thy will, O iy Ged,” Plal. x1. 7, 8. And for his
{fecurity, God faid, Ha. xlit. 6, 1 bave cailed thee in
rightoouficfs, and ~ill bold thine band and <vifl kecp thee. And

“promifed < be fbould for Lis feed, and the ends of the carth

Jlould fee bis Jalvation 5 that ke fhsild Jay to the prifoners, go
[orth,” &c. la. xlix. 6, g2 So that there was a com-
pleat ftipulation or contract, between the Father and
Son, with rcterence to the eledt of God.
This contract is commonly ftyled the covenant of
grace.  On which remark,
~1ft. Thiscovenant 1s called, covensint ¢/ ¢race, or mere
favour, becaufe the heartof the partics contralting firft
gave {pring to the fcheme of it, Cant. vi 12
- 2d. Becaule their objet, b Linwrs, deferved no fa-
rour atail. < They bad deftroyed themfcizzs, 1ot i God
vis.their Felp)”” ot xiil. 9.
- 5l Beenufeir contains all grace, for time and cter-
By, withcur money or price, 1fa. hi. 3.
athy Becuule the partie coptradiing, knew they ne-
ver

»
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ver could need any thing from the creatures. God faid
I am God, Twill take no bidlock of thee, &c. but will fhew
the fatvation of God, Pfal. 1. 7, 9, 23.

sth. As nothing can be new to God, fo tis evident
this covenant was made from eternity, T'1t. i. -2, «lt was

promifed, viz. in Chnift, before the world began.’

6th. The parties contra&mn were God the Father,
of the one part, and God the Son, as accepting the hu-
man nature God provided, on the other ; and without
which it was impoflible he fhould make atonement.
Plal. xl. 6. Heb. x. 5. < This councelof peace was be-

tweenthers both,” Zech. vi. 13.

7th. T herefore the covenant of grace, is as neceflari-
ly (by divine appointment)infallible, unchangeable and
eternal, as God himfelf 1s.  <’Tus the cov cant sobich
God always veinenibers ; Il'e word which be bas commanded
19 a thoufand gencrations,” Plal. cv. 8.

And this gwes us h'rht in {everal texts of fcripture, as
Plal. Ixxxix. 3, « [have made a covenant <with my chofen.
And, II. Tim. 1. 9, This was bis own purpgfe and grace,
gtven us 1n Chvift, before the world began.  So al{o, Plal.
XXV. 14,  The fecret of the Lord, 1. e. his free love and
favour, is with them who fear bim, and be will make them:
know his covenant.” For Abrabam, as having the fecret
of the Lord with him eminently, had this covenant
notably eftablithed with him, Gen. xvii. 7. Onthe
fame account, God made Jfzac know his covenant, Gen.
xvil. 19. And in the fame way it was revealed to
Facob, 1. Chron. xvi. 15, 16, 17.  And God has to this
day made all know his covenant, who were govern-
ed by its principle, for « bis fecret is always with the right-
eous, Prov. 1. 32.

Queftion. When God fays, « Igive thee for a cove-
sant of the pecplzy” muft we underftand that Jefus Chrift
1s himfclf the covenant of grace ! ?

Anfwer. By no means.  Tis as abfurd to hold Je-
fus Chrift himfelf to be the covenant of grace, as to.
hold a treafurer to be the treafury itfelf.  Ora teftator

to be his own teftament,  Or, an adminiftrator to be
the
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the adminiftration itfelf. The whole nsture of the tweo

arties to whom the covenant of grace has refpet, is
inChrift, and he has full power of fole adminiftration of
it. For «iu his band was the pleafure of the Lord to prof-
per,” Ifa. liti. 16, ’Tis therefore amazing! that any
man endowed with common fenfe, and privileged with
the bible,thould everimagine,that the covenant of grace
is not from eternity ; or that it is poflibly fubjett to in-
termiffion or failure, in whole or in any part, touch:ng.

any of its {ubjeéts, in any refpect whatever.
£. Butdon’t the covenant of works interfere with
thc covenant of grace ?

A. Not at ail.  Their agreements and differences
are as follows : |

ift. They agree, in that their preceptive part con-
taining all the laws of the bible ; and their promifiory
part, includir.g all the goods of promifes ; and their pe-
nal part, containing all the executions againft fin, are
the fame in both. And they agree alfo that perfect
conformity to the precept, is the only qualificatian for
the promife ; and that the want of it, induces the exe-
cution of the curfe. They both run through all ages,
juft as do the feed of the woman, and the feed of the
ferpent.  And all human perfons in the world, are now
{ubjett to the one or the other,  Bur,

2d. Thofe two covenants effenttally differ, 1n the
following refpeéls.

1ft. The cdvenant of grace is coeval with God, and
the other is coeval with men.

2d. They differ effentially in their feveral headfhips.
For in the covenant of works, the firft .2das was foeder-
al head. ‘Therefore in Adom, all die, 1. Cor. xv. 02,
But Jefus Chriftis fole head in the covenant of grace
therefore “in bim allits fubjeéts are made alive,1.Cor. xv. 22.

3d. The parties contraéting in each are different ;
fqr in the covenant “of works, 4dum contraed for all
his pofterity. SoRom. v. 1g, fays, « By kis difibe-
atence many were made fimiers”  Butin the coverant of
grace, Jufus Chrik contralted for all the cledt; fo

S rare
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¢ gracereigns thro’ rightecufuefs to them all.” Romv. 17 to 21

4th. They differ as to the ground of claims on the
promife; for in the covenant of works, each candidate
claims on the foot of his own performance of the pre-
cept: But never fo in the covenant of grace. For
there every claim is made on account of Jefus Chrift’s
performance of all the precepts. "Tis «for bis righte-
oufnefs fake only, God is el plecfed,” 1fa. xlit. 21.

sth. Though neither of thefe covenants admit any
plea,but perfectrighteoufnefs; yet the covenantof grace
admits thofe to ufe it fuccefsfully who have no righte-
oufnefs at ail perfonally. In this way, be who bath ne
micncy way ciiney buy and eat, It lv. 1.

9. Doth not this doctrine injure inorality, by en-
couraging neglet of duty ¢

4. Right the reverfe ; it difcourages proud arro-
gance ; but gives infinite encouragement to humble
duty and obedience. Rom. 11i. 31, Do wethen sirake
void the lawo, thio’ faitk, God forkid, yoa we eftablifh thelaw.”

II. T am next to prove, that this was the covenant
eftablithed with Abrabams.  This indeed 1s evident
from what has been already faid. But,

itt. If Abravan’s {feed, named in the covenant made
with. him,- implies chriftians, then that covenant was
the covenant of grace : But eed 1n Abralzi?’s covenant,
implies chriftians @ thereforc the covenant made with
dirabari, was the covenant of grace. Tor God him-
felf ias told us, Gal. 1. 29, “Jfye v Cleil’s, then
are ye Abraham’s fe.”  And fpeaking of the fame co-
venant, God aflures his people inall ages, 1. liv. g,
10, ““ It never fhould be icirsved fros tocn.”

od. Ifby righteotfucfs of feith,Rom. v, i1,is meant the
covenant of grace, then thecovenantwiin «lselvii was

the covenantof gracc; Lt rizbrecnfiv’s ¢f four, in Rom.

iv. 11, doth =s evideitly mean the coverani o grace,
as that faving faith, and its pafedd nebrouinedh, are
the peculiars of ti. t covenent, Burueo 'ue uft o cer-
tain that thecoven nt vorh rebamwons the covenar:
of grace : Locit v b el veco ved dcun !

P
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fion, as the initiating fign and confirming feal of the
covenant made with him ; which as 1t contained the
fum of all grace, I will be thy God,” &c. muft be that
covenant through which only grace flows to men.

3d. Ifthe mere mercy of God is equally the fource
and fountain of the covenant of grace, and the cove-
nant with Abrabam ; then the covenant with Abrabam
was the covenant of grace : but ’tis as certain to be fo,
as that both covenants contained good things for the
unworthy ; and that there is no other fountain, whence
to derive them. Of courfe, the covenant with 4bra-
bam was the covenant of grace.

4th. Gal. iii, 6, fays, < The promifes of the lible were
made 1o Abraham aud bis feed. . But the promifes of the
bible contain all grace revealed ; either therefore, the
covenant with #babain was the covenant of giace, or
there 1s no {uch covenant.

sth. The {criptures never fpeak of mere than cne
covenant of grace ; buta covenant of orace was certain-
ly made with 4/rvaban and lus feed.  Ger. xvii. 7, « 7
will eftabiifb my covenant between me and thee, and thw feed
after thee, for an everlafling covenant, to be a God unto thee
and thy feed after thee.” Therefore the covenant with
Abrabam, was the one only covenant of grace, which
runs through the whole bible.

6th. If Jefus Chrift was the very feed of A%:aklain’s
covenant, as Gal. ni. 16, fays,  and to thy iied which is
Chrift,” then the covenant with Aérabam was the cove-
nant of grace.

Opeftion. The covenant with Alrakam was to fecure
temporal things, as a numerous poiterity, and the pof-
ieflion of the land of Canaan, |

Anfwer. Thefe things were examples and thadows of
heavenly things, Heb. viii. 5. His numeroes potter-
ity, reprefented that multitude -which no man could
number, Rev. vii. 9. For they who are Chrnift’s are
Abrabai’s feed, Gal. i, 29, And the earthly Canaan,
reprefented that better country, even the heavenly,
which they defired. Hcb. xi. 14, 17, 16, Butif the

C anutypes
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antitypes of thofe temporary figures, were moft gracious
things : then the covenant by which they were {ecured,
was the covenant of grace,. by which all good things are
fecured to its fubjedts.

7th. If God nevgr publithed but one fyftem of gra-
cious promifes, and thefe Abrebam received, Heb. xi.
17. Gal m. 16, then ’tis certain .that the covenant
which contains all gracious promifes, was the covenant
made with Abrabain.. _

8th. If no perfon has juftification and falvation, but
througn the covenant of grace; and yet Abrabam had
juftification and falvation through the covenant made
with him ; Gal iil. 18, “ For God gave the inberstance ta
Abraham Zy promifc;” then the covenant with Abrabam.
was the fame covenant, by which juftification, and fal-
vation are received by all whe-are faved.,

gth. If the words promite, promifes, &c. very often.
ufed in the infpired writings, generally mean Abrabam’s’
covenant, then Abiabai’s covenant 1s the covenant of”
grace. But thofe words generally mean Arabam’s co-
venant. For inftance, Rom. 1v. 13, 14,  For the
promife was not to Abraham, or t6 bis feed, through the law,
but through the rishteorfyefs of faith. So Gal. m. 18, Jf
the inkeritance be of the law, it is nomere of provsifz, but God
gave it to Abraham &y promife.  Alo Heb. vi. 13, whes
God made gromife to Abraham, be fwaie by bimflf, faying,.
bleffimg I will blefs thee,” &c. which are the very words
of Abrabam’s covenant.  Gen. xxi. 16, 17,18, There-
fore the covenant withu4brabamwas the covenantof grace..

1oth. Ifheirfhip, often mentioned inthe new tefta-
ment, as predicable equally of Arabam, and of all
chriftians, implies title to the covenant of grace, then
the covenant with Abrabam was the covenant of grace;
but heirfhip in the new teftament implies title to the
covenant of grace ; therefore the covenant with Ara-
ham was the covenantof grace. For Rom. iv. 13, fays,
“ Abraham éecame beir of the world 3 1. e, notonly en-
titled to Canaan, buta father to all who believe every
nhere, < through the rightesufnels of faith i 1, e, through

-




1 19 ]

the covenant ofgrace. So Gal.iil. 29, « Ify: are Chriit's,
then are ye Abraham’s feed, and beirs according 1o the pro-
mife ;” 1. e according to the covenant made with Ara-
bam. Soalfo Heb. xi. 9, « By faith Abraham /b journ-
ed with 1{aac and Jacob, beirs wzw f' m of the fame promife,”
or covenant of grace. | |

11th. Ifinheritance, in the fenie of the bible, implies
intereft in the covenant of grace, then the covenant
with Abrabam and his feed, was the covenant of grace ;
but inheritance, in the fenfe of the bible, implies inters
eft in the covenant of grace, 1. Pet. 1. 4, He baib leget-
ten us to an inberitance incorrupticle, und:filed, and that fadcth
ot away.” And yet fuch inherritance God gave to
Abr.bam, in the covenant made with him.  Gal. . 18,
“ God gave the inberitance to Abraham &y promife.”’
Therefore the covenant with 4brchan was the covenant
of grace.

12th. If there is no falvation but through the cove-
nant of grace, then the covenant with 4% rabam was the
covenant of grace; but there is no falvation except

hrough the covenant of grace. A&s iv. 12, « Thers

15 10 other name undcr- hmf'wz, wherely ye canbe faved.” Yet
Abrabam had falvation, for the beggar was carried to
Abrabam’s bofom ; Luke xvi.22. Therefore the co-
venant with brabam was the covenant of grace.

13th. If faving faith is"always grounded on the cove-
nant of grace, and yet Alrakam had fiich taith, then the
covenant with AJbrabam was the covenant of grace,

14th. Ifthe people of God were allfaved for twn
thoufund years, viz. from Aérabam to Chrify, in the farehy
of Abrabam’s covenant, then Abrabam’s cove nant was i
covenant of grace, the only ftanding way of 1 ivation
but tlie people of God for two thoufand years, viz. hom
Abrabem to Chriff, were faved throvah teithin Zrchen’
covenant ; 1t was by fuch faith « the elcrs chtaired ¢ gred
report, ”I—Ieb xi. 2. Andthe1 sthverfefays,* Teaval dicd
1 faith, not having recesved the premfos,” o not Living Lo
the outward eftablithment of chriftian’ . Yot € (5=
>al il afbamed ta Te called theiy coven. ¢ ot m—rid Pre
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pared for them a city. So furely, therefore, was the co-
venant with 4lrabam, the covenant of grace. - |

15. If Chrift did not receive chriftianbaptifm, pre-
vious to his inftituting and receiving the Lord’s fup-
per; it muft be becaufe the initiating {=al of the cove-
“nant of grace, was already on him 1n circumcifion ;
but Jefus Chriftdid not receive chriftian baptifm, pre-
vious to his inflituting and receiving the Lord’s fup-
per—vhich is thus proved :

1. Becaufe the difpenfation to which chriftian bap-
tfm belongs, was not in being. |

2. Becauie to receive chnftian baptifm, is an in-
ftance of chriftian obedience ; but, it was inconfiftent
for Jefus Chrift to perform any act of chnftian obe-
dience for his peaple, till he had finifhed a righteouf-
nefs for their jufhification.

3. Becaufe the baptiim, thenin ufe was Fohn'’s bap-
tifm, which was legal not chrutian. |

The confequence 1s, that as Jefus Chrift had the
witnefling feal of the covenant of grace upon him, in
ciecuincifion, fo he was as well qualified for accefs to
the Lo.d’s fupper, as any can be now by chriftian
bartifim.  But then ’us juft fo certain, that the cove-
nant with Abraban, which coataincl circumcifion was
the covenant of grace. |

Queff. 1. Why did not JefusChrit himfelf baptize,
but nis difciples only ¢

Af. 1. The baptifm with which his difciples
bancued, was yob's bapufm ; of which before.

Af. 2. As ‘fob s bapuifm was tipical of cheiftian
purity 5 fo for Chrift to practice it, would be bearing
witnef to himfelf ; contrary to his own maxim. Jon.
T.3T

St 3. The wark of Jefus Chnft wag to obey
tie Daw ; now though the law required him to be
bapiized, as the . induction to his public pricithood ;
ver o preccpt or prophet of the law, ever fad he
fhould baptize with water ; 1o he had no fuch woik to
do. |

Quy?. 2. What is chriftian baptifim ? K
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Anf. 1. Chriftian baptifm is being fo enriched,
and endowed, with the fpecial gifts, and graces, of the
holy fpirit, as is in feripture called, baptized with the
holy ghoft. Matt. 1. 11. Ll fball baptizeyou <ith
the boly ghoft and with fire.” Where fire is explanatory
of this baptiim ; for ’tis purifying as firc, .

Ay 2. But as nature abounds with {peaking em-

blems of fpiricual things ; fo 1t pleafed God to ap-
point outward rcfemblances of inward and {piritual
things. And the outward fignal, and reprefentation of
chriftian baptiiin, is that external application of water,
in the name of the Godhead, which 1s calied baptifm,
from its refenrblince to true baptifim.  Ezek. xxxvi.
26.. SR ‘
[ 3. Butthen ¢he fign muft always tally with
the thing fignificd. - And therefore as no perfon is to-
tally {ubjet to true taptiim ; for we are fanctified but
in pait ; fo to apply the outward fign to the whole
!)ody, does not agree to the thing fignified, in any cafe,
i this world. | |

Luef. 3. Why was circumcifion appointed
a feal of the covenant of grace ? | |

Anf. 1.0 "Tjs a prerogative of every royalty to chufe
and appoint his own feal. |

Anf.-2. A feal of the Covenant of grace fhould
always fuit with the prefent difpenfation of that cove-
nant.  When it was eftablithed with Noah, and his
fecd ; the univerfal terror, was fear of another flood,
and fo the rainbow was a fign and feal of the covenant
of grace, exaltly fuited to thofe times.  Gen. ix. g. to
17. Butip the gentie reign of Jefus Chrit, when
blood Las virtue enough, to anfver all the purpofes of
cieanfing our fins; then the cleanfing medium of
water baptifim, becomes the proper feal of the cove-
nant ol grace. Whereas for two thoufand years be-
fore, viz, from Abraham to Chrift, the bufinefs of all
that time, was to give aflurance that their little bloods
would certainly iftue, in the alliufficient blood of the
Meflialr; for which purpofe nothing couid Eermore

| {ultble
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fuitable, than for all families to be conftantly fhedding
blood in circumcifion ; fo that was appointed, the wit-
nefs and fezl of the coven-nt of grace. Gen. xvii.
10, 11. The bloody ordinance of circumcifion, with
all the burdenfome rites of that dlfj)enfanon, excited
defires, and prayers for Chrift’s coming, and gave con-
ftant affurance of it

Quefl. 4. When was the form of the feal of the
covenant changed?

/119’ When the difpenfation was changed, from that

of the law, to Chrxih“m:}. When the difpenfation
was changed, it was proper its witnefling feal fhould
in its outward form be altered. Heb. x. 9. “H took
azeay the firji that L2 might effabif the fecoid.”

%ﬂgﬂ 5. When i1 the chr iftian difpenfation be-
i !
© Anf. 1. Excétly when that of the law ended. But
neither could the firft ceafe, or the fecond begn, till
Folr's muniltry” was finithed ; for he generally fpoke
of Ciiriit as coming after him.  Mark 1. 7. Matt. 1.
11. He p.a,a\,hed < th: Lingdom of beaven is at” band,”’
So then 1¢ was near, but not come.
- Awnl. 2. The c‘m’hm dlfpenfatlon <ould not be-
gin before the death of Chrift. -

1. Becaufi many legal types could not be fulfilled
till that event. Ileb. ix. 7, to 16.

2. Becaufe Chnft’s lcwal prictthood, which muft be
finifhed, before the oofpel difpenfation could begin,
was compleated by his offering hlmielf in death. Heb.
vill, 3,7, 27, 1X. 26, X. 12.

Becaufe as the doCrine of Chrift’s kingdom was

to be peace on earth. Luken. 14. And that peace

is founded in the blood of the crofs, Col. i. 20.  So
the gofpel difpenfation could not be fet up, till that
blood was thed.

Anf. 3. 'The chriftian difpenfation could not bcgin
till after Chriit’s refurreétion.

1. Becaufc his finithing the attonement muft b

proved, by his refurrection from the dcad.  But wien
God
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God raifed him, it was proof of his work fully uc...,
and that juftice was fatisfied. Adls 1. 24. |

9. Pardon of fin, the privilege of the gofpel difpen-
fation, could not be boldly affirmed ; till Chnift’s rif-
ing had proved the meritorious caufe complete. Heb.
1x. 26. , |

3. It was impofiible to believe, without doubting,in
what Chrift had done, till he was proved to be the Son
of God with power, by his refurrection from the dead.
Rom. i. 4. Therefore his difpenfation could not be-
gin till this proof was given.

Asnf. 4. The chrifhan difpenfation could not be-
gin till the day of Pentecoft.

1. Becaufe as Pentecoft was the fiftieth day from
the fecond day of the paflover ; fo fuch as are learn-
ed in fcripture chronology alledge, tbat was the day,
in which the Church was eftablifted, and her law giv-
eh from Sinai of old. And the inftitution bof
her chriftian form, muft anfwer ancient types ; but
then it muft be on the day of Pentecoft, according to
A&su. 1, which fays < when the dzy of Pentecot was
fully came.”  ‘The infpired words are,  em too fymplee
zoufthas,” as 1mporting, it muft Le at that juntture,
neither {ooner, nor later.

2. Becaufe it was proper, that the religious privi-
leges of this world, fhould commence in prefence of
witneffes from every naticn under heaven ; which was
the cafe then, Adts 11. 5. to 12.

3. Becaufe the circumftances of that day, indicate
that the great inflitution was upon it.  As

1. That God might not furprize his people, with
fuch importani events, without previous notice.  He
gave them thefe days, fron: Chnft’s refurreftion, to
the faid fitieth day, to digeit the cvidence of what they
had feen, that they might be prepared for this cftab-
lifhment, ren davs after his afcenion,

2. The gofpel difpenfation waos to be managed by
twelve apottles, as the oid one had been by twelve pa-
trarchs ; but thefe apofties vere net ali oppeinted il

ofter
.
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after Chrift’s refurre@ion. And they were direed
to bear witnefs of Chrift, 8&c. afer the Holy Ghott
was come on them, A¢s 1. 8 ; but this was not till
Pentecoft : Thercfore the gofpel di fpenﬁtron did not
begin till that day.

. Tongues werea needful mean for propagating -

the gof el; but thefe ‘were not given till Pentecoft.
Therefore this difpenfation did not begm till that day.

4. 'The gofpel is the holy {pirit’s inftrument, in gra-
cious operations ; but hedid not come to poflefs and ufe

it till Pentecoft, A@sii. 2,3, Therefore his difpenf-
ation did not begin till that day.

5. Special divine power was effentially neceflfary for

the management of this difpenfation, but the apoftles,

the inftruments of that work, were commanded z¢ tarry
at Ferufalem, till they [hould be endore ed with power from om
Figh : that 1s, till the promife of the Father, which was
the holy fpirit, fhould come on them, Luke xxiv. 4g.
AdS1. 4. Butthis was not done till Pentecoft there-
fore the difpenfation did not begin till that day.

6. The apoftles were not endowed for catting out
devils, taking up ferpents, and being proof againft
poifon, &c. w which infernal malicz ac*amﬁ the oofpc;l
would give occafion for, till Pentecmt Mark xvi. 18,
19, 20.—Luke xx1v. 49. And {o their difpenfation
did notbegin till that day.

7. Whenever the chriftian difpenfation begun, it
may be expected fuch providences would {oon fo]low,
as fhould witnefs it’s divine nature. But fuch events
took place at Pentecoft.

"The Holy Ghoft took pofieflion of mfpel truth,
as the mean of his gracious opcmtmn then,

. Then did the facred fymbal of 1’s nature and ef-
feé’ts appear in fiery tongues.

3. Then did cloven tongues indicate Gentilez, as
wellas Jews, to be its defigned objedls,

4. 'Then i their tery appearance, foretel, the
thioughly purifying effect of the gofpel.

. lhcn were »ll the world together, to witnefs the
aavent of the univglal resigion 6.
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6. Then was a moft diftinguithed day for miracles
dnd de#ils malice charging all to drunkennefs. Alts
1. 13 |

7. Then was a day the moft crowned with gofpel
fuccefs, having three thoufands converted at once.

Queff. 6. Where is authority for the inftitution of
outward baptifm ? |

Anf. 1. In the nature of the cafe. For, as God
has been pleafed, in various difpenfations of the co-
venant of grace, to appoint an outward fign and feal
of it ; ’tis therefore certain, that it was right and rea-
fonable, that the covenant of grace fthould have an cut-
~ward fign and feal ; but the nature of the cafe deter-

mines, 1t is as right and reafonable now as ever it
was ; therefore, as there is no pretence, to any other
outward initiating fign and feal to the covenant of
grace now but outward bzptifin ; therefore that ought
in all reafon, o be held ‘¢ initiating fign and feal of
the covenant of grace now.

Anf. 2. In the inftitution of circumcifion. For
'tis certain God appointed circumcifion,Gen. xvii. 1C.
and called it ‘¢ a feal of the righteoufnefs of feith.” Rom.
tv. 11. And as there 1s no pretence of any thing to
{ucceed circumncifion,as a feal of the covenant of grace
but outward baptifim ; therefore either circumcifion is
{11l of force, as a feal of the covenant; or elfz outward
baptifm has taken its place : But we are forbidden to
- ufe the ordinances of that difpenfation, Col. 1i. 20, 21,
““ Touch net, tafle not, bandle not, for they are all to perifh
inn the ufing.” Therefore outward baptifim is the vifi-
ble feal of the covenant of grace, |

Al 3. In divine nfticution, Matt. xxviii. 18, 19,
“ Al power is given to e ini beaven and carth ; go ye
therefore and teach ol naticiis, baptizing them.”  And as
this is an  exprefs commard, there is equal authori-
ty for baptifm, as for any thing in chriflianity.

. Kueft. 7. Is there any fucther evidence that 2=
tifin corues in place of circumcifion ?

Al 1, There 15 For fince circumctfion did

D confritedly
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confefledly, terminate with the legal difperfation, if
daptifin does not fucceed to 1t, then the difpenfation

of the gofpe!, cannot be much more glorious than that

of the law ; but it is in its outward circumftances

much more glorious. II. Cor.iii. 8, g, 10, 11. There

fore this muft have an outward initiating feal, as well
as that ; and as there can be no pretence of any other,
it muft be.baptify. . And this exceeds circumcifion,as

there is nothing bloody in-it; and as it admiis females, .
and laftly, as it exprefles what we need, viz. cleanfing

by the blood of Chrift, more clearly.

Aif. 2. The maxim of chriftianity 1s,  give ne
offence in any thing, to Few or Gaptik.” 1. Cor. x. 32.
1I. Cor. vi. 3. But to ftop circumcifion, and not
replace it by fome other form of a feal to the cove-
nant of grace, would have been an inappeafible offence

to ali Jews ;. efpecially the meoft ferious and godly of

them. And it would have been offenfive to Gentiles,

to call them under a covenant not o well endowed,

as that by which they knew the Jews had ever been
dignified. So it is contrary to an cftablithed rule of
the bible, to fuppofe circumcifion abrogated, and bap-
tifm not inftituted in 1ts place.

3. 1 bapufm does not take the place of circumci-
fzon, then the church is not fo complete in her outward
privileges, under Chriit, as {he was under Mofes ; but
divine teflimony affirms, the church is ¢ complete in
Chrip.”  Col. 1. 10. Therefore baptifm takes the
oace of crcunicifion ; and you find, in the 11th

1
<

verle, baptifm 1s called chriftian circumcifion, or the

circumcifion of Chrft, and in the 12th verfe this . |

circumcifion 1s exprefsly called baptiim..

4. It baptifm muports the fame things, and is of
the fame ufe now, as circumcifion under, the law then
as ’tis certain ciicuracifion has ceafed, baptifm takes its
place. '

none might cat the paflover, till circumcifed, Exod-
xii. 49. Sothe apoftles divinely guided, always bap-

tized i

But, 1. Baptifm imports the fame things ; for as . |

<
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'tized their converts, as their vifible qualification for
church ftate, and privileges. As Acs i 41.  Alfe
circumcifion was then a feal of the covenant of grace,
Rom. iv. 11. And it has been proved that baptifm
is fo now. And when, I. Pet. i1, 21, fays « Zapsiin
doth now fave us.” He implies, 'tis a vifible witnefs
of the falvation, which is in the covenant of grace, for
its fubredts. | | |

2. Baptifm is of the fame ufe to us,-as circumcifion
was to them. For as circumcifion was the ordinance
of admiffion into the vifible thurch then ; fo is bap-
t{m now ; therefore the apoftles baptized thofe they
taught, as fet apart for God. And:they whom Peter
baptized, were added to the Church. As i 41, 47.
Circumcifion was the vifible badge of relation to God,
and his Church ; fo is baptifim new. Gal. . 27,
 As mcry as are baptized bave put on Chrijt.” There-
fore baptifm anfwering the fame purpofes, fucceeds to
circumciion. | |

Jefi's Chrift could met be faithful in God’s Houfe,
the Church, as Mofes was, if when he put an end to
circumcifion, he did not inftitute baptifim in its plice;
but he was faithful in the houfe of God, as Mofes was.
Ieb. 1. 2. Therefore he appointed baptifm, as
certainly as Mofes appointed -circumcifion. | -

Of.. 1. The baptifm of the bible, is cafled a being
buried with Chrift, and.fo means plunging.

Au/ 1. Rom. vi. 4, fays, « buricd with kim, by
baptifin info death.”  But there is but one fort of Bap-
tifm 1n the bible, or in the world, that is into death ;
and that 1s fpwyitual baptifm, or fanétification ; which
is to the death of fin only. Therefore buried with
Chrift in baptifm, is not true of any baptifin at all, by
water. '

Anf. 2. Col.u. 15. fays, < buried with bis. in
baptifm.”  And it fays alfo, * rifn with bim,” in the
fame baptifm.. But there is 20 baptifm”in the woeld.
which implies death and refurrettion too, but bap-
tiim by the holy fpirit. And the certain ¢fet of Jhis
fpiritual baptifn: is, unionto, and not feparation fromn re-

al
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al chriftians. I. Cor. xii. 13. < For by one fpirit, we are
all baptized into one body, and bave been all made to drink inte

one [pirit.”’
Obj. 2. Butthere is no command in the bible for
baptizing children.

Anf, 1. It is a reproach common to baptifts, that
they will not allowof fair fcriptural confequences. But
we believe fair {criptural confequences, are good fcrip-
tural authority. As

f. If God did once command his people to de-
dicate their children to him ; and his mind has never
changed ; then ’tis the mind of God now, that his
people fhould dedicate their children to him ; but if
he has abrogated c1rcumuﬁon, as has been proved
and inftituted bapnfm in place of it, as has been prov-
ed ; then we know ’tis the mind of God now, that his
people fhould dedicate their children in baptifm.
Now he has told us, his mind always was, that cir-
cumcifion fhould ceafe in the ufing. Col. ii. 21. 22.
And that baptifm fhould fucceed to it, as has been
proved, fo that this alteration, fhows no change in the
mind of God, aboutit. And now rhe fair confe—
quence is, t! -t his vifible people muft dedicate their
children to him in baptifm, or fink into the charac-’
ter of unbelievers, and difcbedient.

2. Tis a command of God, « If thou know not, go

thy way forth by the footfcps of the ﬂcdc.” Cant. 1. 8.
But we know that the flock of God, for two thoufand
years before Chrift always dedicated their children to.
God, with acceptance, 1t being according to his ex-
ptefs command. And there is ieafon to judge, that
when Chrift comimanded his followers to bapuzc all
nations, he meant they fhould baptize children ; both
becaufe they are a great part of all nations ; and be-
caufc they had been always ufed to dedicate children
of profefling parents ; and he makes no exception a-
lwut it. And when Peter directed the multitude of
his hearers, to b baprized, every one of them.  Alts il
38, 39. And inflead of faying, but not your children,
he
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he adds, as a reafon taken from divine command-
ment,  For the promife,” meaning Abraham’s cove- .
nant, s o you and your children.” And he implies,
that the fame eftablithment txtended to the Gentiles,
as thofe afar off, as faft as they fhould receive the fame
faith. And the fair confequence of all this is, that be-
lievers ought to give up their children in baptifm.
Nor will it help the caufe of fuch as diflike this con-
clufion, to wifh there was a little alteration of the bi-
ble on this head,

Befide, as we have reafon to judge the apoftles
practiced infant baptifm, becaufe they tell us they
baptized whole houtholds, of which children are gene-
rally a part. And they had always ufed a like prac-
tice ; and never gave a word of caution againit ad-
mitting the children of chriftians, with their parents,
as they certainly would, if 'twas wrong.  So we hifto-
rically know, that many nations have "practiced it, and
do ftill, viz. all who are called chriftians, 1n Afia and
“Africa, and divers nations in Furope. So that ’tis
eafy to fee what it is to follow the foot-fteps of the
flock, in this cafe ; and what they muft expelt, who
difregard this commandment, with its evidence.

Anf. 2. Baptifts feem to fuppofe that the bible
{avours their peculiar notions of baptifin, which don’t
lie in baptizing profcfling adults who were not bap-
tized 1n infancy for that 1s our conftant practice. But
what 1s peculiar to baptifts, is, fir/#, to deny baptifm to
young children, even of profefling parents ; for which
there 1s noc one word in the bible. And Secondly, to
baptize adults, who have already been baptized in in-
fancy ; and tae bible knows as little of this as the o-
ther. Now till thefe their two peculiar points become
fcriptural, which ’tis certain they never will, baptifts
fhould be very {paring in boafting of favour from the
bible. |

3- I am now according to the methods propofed
to thew what were the contents of the covenant of
grace as citablifhed with Abraham.  And I fhail take

notiee
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notice only of two things contained :n that covenant,
and confider them together.

1. The infant children of believing parents, are
there declared to be-in the .covenant of grace, with
their parents. .And,

2. The feal of that covenant is there ordered by .
God to be applied to them. But it is neceffary to
fet fome things, relative to thefe points, in their true
light, before I proceed to the points themfelves, as
Baptifts do not {eem to notice them rightly.

Queft. 1. How can any, either parents or children,
be in the covenant of grace, without faving faith ?

Anf. 1. ’Tis certain fome infants have been fanc-
tified from the womb. As Jer. i. 5. Alfo Jobu the
bapuft.  Luke 1. 15. And what has been of that
kind, certainly may be again, and there is reafen to
think, fomme are fo ftill. I know the word fanétified,
1s fometimes ufed only for fequeftration to divine ufe.
But other expreflions, in the cafe of Feremiab, as
well as the concurrent fenfe of interpreters, make
it evident enough, that Feremiah had gracious fanctifi-
cation ; and of courfe, infants are certainly capable of
faving faith, And whocver knows, that the gift of
faith, is totally a work of God ; and thatthe difference
of adult years, from infancv, in refpect to the beftow-
ment of faving faith, 1s that it encreafes oppofition,
and never furnithes any concurrence ; will doubtlefs
allow that a ftate of infancy, 1n itfelf, is of no
weight ar all, againft faving faith bcing wrought.

Anf. 2. Being in the covenant of grace, does not
always imply faving faith, or any other faving grace.
The covenant of grace has its outward court, juft as the
holy temple had, I. Kings, vii. 64, and many texts.
And juft as the godhead in Chrift had the outward court
of fleth and blood, in his manhood ; in which, tho’ it
was holy, was no divinity at all.  So’tis common for
rich palaces, to have court-yards round them, con-
taining things belonging to the palace, but not fit to
be beffowed in its interior apartments. So has the

CO* “fuint
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covenant of grace its outward court, and to this be-
longs the unfanétified children, houfes, cattle, fields,.
&c. of all the believers. Now 1 will prove that the
‘covenant of grace, has fuch outward court.

1. Every underftanding chriftian in the world,.
holds his houfe, cattle, all he has, are in the covenant.
of grace ; how elfe fhould he take hold of the truth
and faithfulnefs of God, in prayer about them; but
thefe can only be in fuch outward court of that cove-
nant. | |

2. This dofrine of an outward court to the cove-
nant of grace, gives light about many fcriptures.  As
John xv. 2.  “Ewvery branch in mc, that beareth not fruit,
will be finally burned.”” But there are no fuch branches
in Chrift, but thefe who are in.this outward court of
the covenant of grace, who are in Chrift only by out-
ward appearance, vifible ftanding, or mere profeffion.
So alfo Matt. xv. 3. < rhefe are the plants which God
hath not plented,” viz..in the inward {pirit and grace of
his covenant,and fo ““tbey mujt be rooted up.”” There-
fore many may be in the covenant,without faving grace.

3- You know God often calls the children of Jfae!
his people, as Exod. 1. 7, 10, and wi. 4, which ne-
ceffarily implies, they were in the covenant of grace ;
and yet vou know they were not in the fpecial grace
of that covenant generally. For they were a rebell:-
ous people, and God often threatens to caft them of’
atterly.  So it appears, they were only: in this porch,
or outward court of the covenant. But then the con-
fequence is, that perfons may be i the covenant o
grace, without any faving grace. |

4. 'Tis in this fenfe God claims and owns the chii-
dren of his covenant people, when they were gencral-
ly fallen to idolatry ; but not yet vifibly caft off.  As
Fzek. xvi. 20. 21, and xxiii. 37. < 2% bave taken

- your fons and daughters, woich ye did bear uuto me, and ba .-
sain my cbildren, by cauling them to pofs through the fire.””
viz. to Moloch. And the margin of the text refers
to Gen, xvil. 7. 11, where the covenant of grace was

citablihed
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eftablithed with Abraham and his infant feed ; to thew
the wickednefs of this condu&. But thefe children, .
and indeed their parents too, were in God’s covenant”
claim, only as they were in this outward court of the
covenant of grace. Therefore parents and children
may be in the covenant of grace without any faving
grace ; which was to be provcd

Queff. 2. What are the privileges of young chil-
dren in the covenant of grace ? -

4nf. 1. God knows they are his f'reaturcs, and
that he has required his people to dedicate them to
him in his appomted way, and “ be is ever mindful of
bis covepant.”  Plalo mi 5. And the pfalmift draws
the confeéquence. Pfal. exv. 12, 13. < The Lord bas
been windful of us, and will blefs us. - He wili blefs them that
fecr bim, the fmall with the great.” So the Hebrew is,
And if God’s blefing {mall children, as well as parents,
15 allowed to be a prwﬂege, then the quettion will be
allowed to be arn{wered, by all who duly regard the
word of God.

Zif. 2. The pfalmift held the privilege of a child
n the covenant of grace, very gieat, when he faid,
Pfal. booevi. 16. < Cb surn o me, avid bave mercy on e,
aiid /a;e the foii of thize banc-maid I Importing, “ ay
moiher was in covenant with thee, fbe gave me to thee, in
thine cwon way.””  Now 1 pray grant me the privileges
of thar. covenant, in which I was given up to thee at
eight days old. Again he fays. Pfal. cxvi. 16, <« Ob
Lo/ 11 em l/.gy fervans ty Lainthy forvant, the for of thine
bandinaidei I” - Importing, I am doubly bound to fi-
delity in thy fervice; viz. b) my own coverant obli-
gations, and by the early dedication of my pious
parent. Thofe then who love the obligations of the
covenant of grace, will hold it a privilege to be under
then. Rwuaf/mm ailo, as became a pious penitent,
urgzs on K g Lemxely his duty, from the confidera-
tion of the vows, by which fiie "had dedicared him to
God, in his own way.  And fuch as hold urgent ar-
gunients o hoiineds, a pavilece, will allow their chil-

di‘cn
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privilege by that holy covenant in which they have
been vowed to God. Samue’s piety and honors wetre
his privilege,in confeqnence of an early and pious de-
dication to God, in the covenant of grace. 1. Sani.
L II.

Anf. 3. Godly parents have advantage to plead
the covenant of grace for their children, given up in
a covenant way. And if 'tis allowed to be a great
privilege for children to have fuch prayers made for
them, which is peculiar to fuch as have given up their
children *o God, in his own covenant way ; then this
1s another anfwer to the queftion. =

Anf. 4. Children given to God in his own cove-
nant way, may always plead their outward covenants
relation to God, for deliverance in any diftrefs : As
David did, Pfal. cxix. 94. ¢ I am thine, fave me.”
Such as are not addicted to plead promifes, will hold
this anfwer very light. All others will allow the
weight of it. | -

O%j. But God hears no prayers but fuch as praceed
from faving faith. .

Anf. This obje€tion proceeds from an antinomian
principle ; and indicates ignorance of the fcripturesy
and of the power of God. Prayer is firft of all the
language of nature in diftrefs ; and the God of na-
ture hears it.  For ’tis an aphorifm of the kind bible.

30,

Ia. xxv. 4. “ He is i firength to the ncedy in bis diffrefs.
And he hears the cry of the ravens.  Pfal. cxlvil g.
‘The God of nature, hears the veice of nature in man
and beaft. |
Anf. 5. The Church of God holds itfelf bound,
to exercife watchfulnefs, and careful infpetticr, over
the lives and manners, of fuch as having been dedi-
cated to God, are become the children of the church.
As Plal. xxxiv. v1. “ Come ye children, beaiken unto
wiey Twill teach you tre fear of the Lord.”  For ’tis a max-
im with the church of God, « the things that are reveal-
ed belong to us, and to  cur children forever.” Dewt.
%x1%. 29. Therefore us faid of Chrift, the great
L head
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Kead and patron of his Church, Ifa. x1. “ He
Jpall feed bis flock ke 2 /lzethcvd H c fhall gatber tbe lambs, .
with bis arm, and carry theni i w5 bgfom.”  And there-
fore Chrift forbids his people to i.5der little children-
from ccming to him, and intinated, <27, were under
the watch and government. of his church, by faying,

“ for of fuch is the kingdom of beavem. Matt. xix. 14.
Accordingly when Chrift gave order to Peter how to
treat his fheep, he efpecially charpes him 1o feed bis
lambs.  John xxi. 15.. ‘The infnire s words are.  bg/-
ke ta arnia mon.”  Which allude 7> the cafe of chil-
dren in.a nataral family, where overfight and govern-
ment, belong to feeding. And all fucit as chufe to:
have their children nfpeéted and weil regulated, . will:

certainly hold this a great privilege..  Arnd to this all:

children publicl: dedicated, are of- nghf always {fub-
jact.

: Anf. 6. The confideration of fuch fo:t"'nn - dedica--
tionto God, has a tendency to folemnize .+t reftrain.
the fpint and manners of fuch children, And furely:
all advantage this way is a privilege. Ard for this
reafon, childien. fhould be taught the nature of fuch-
dedication.

Anf. 7. The obliganon arifing to chriftian parents,
fiom fuch folemn dedication is Eph. vi. 4, * bring them
up in the nurture ard admovition of the Lerd.””  And eve-

ry faithful parent efteems his obligation this way a pri-
vilegc, which centers in covenanted children.

Quef. 3. What is 1t that is {caled by a fealing or-
dinance ?

Anf. 1. Never the immedtate object. Perfons or -
ehildren are no more fealed in baptifm, than the clewa
was, in which was the rainbow, which was a fea! of -
the covenant of grace in Noab’s time.  Gen. ix. ' 3,
14, 15. The immediate fubject of baptifin, is not
at all morally or fpiritually affected by that ordinance.
The fpirit of God may beftow quickning, comfort,
blefling, at the fame time, to a believing parent, or a

bshcvmg., adult at the time of the adminitration ; }:;2
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hie fome-imes does in-a clap of thunder : Ar earth-

quagr ; or a fudden death. When the apoftle fays,

-« ptin doth mow fave us? 1. Pet. im. 20, 21. He

‘tel's us .~ 1s as Neoab's ark faved him. The ark wasz
F

. N

7'y .

=»fible mean of fecurity from the flood : And ef-
prcially “.heaking fignal of future faivation by Chrift,
S oaptivr® is a fure evidence of pardon a-d {alvatior
5 be had 5 but-baptifm itfel{ gives-none ot it.  And
- 10 the apiftle explains himfelf, when-he fays, «“ oz 2i¢
_putting aivay of the Filth of the flefh ; but ihe anfwer” o1
correfpondence, “of a good confiicnce”” 1n the covenant.
ing agent. And this derives not all from the axi:-
mance itfelf ; but from the holy fpirit of grace.

Anf. 2. The only thing attually fealed in bap-
tifm is the covenant of grace. Bapufm 1s like every
thing elfe in chriftianity, < a. witwefs to the truth ™
John xviii. 37. And fo ferves the fame purpofe as
circumcifion did ; which God himfelf has told us was
a feal of the righteoufnefs of faith. Rom.iv. 11, It
gives a certain prefent witnefs.of the truth of chriftian-
itv. And fo réminds cvery belicver, of the certainty
of the ground of his hope ; and of the matter of his
faith. And fo by the frequency and believing ufe of it,
chriftians may bold faft their confderce, ard the rejoicing of
their bope firm unto the end.  Heb. 1. 6. Baptifm is alfo
a declarative fcal, witnefs, and monitor,to the beholding
world, as far as they are inftruted enough to under-
ftand its fpeaking import ; it befpeaks a certainly, in
all the raterials of the gofpel, and true religion. And
10 the gofpel kingdom of Jefus Chrift as antitype to
that of David, ¢ is ¢fablifbed forever as the Moon, and as
o faithful witnefs in Heaven, Selab.”  Pfal. Ixxxix. 37.
And fo by this ordinance, as a picture of his blood he
witnefleth alfo on the earth. According tq, I. John,
v. 8. | |

Now let us return to what was propofed ; viz. Te.
{hew that the contents of the covenant, with Abraham
were, that infant children of believers, were declared to.
be in the covenant of grace, with their parents ; and
accarding]

2
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accordingly the feal of the covenant was ordered by
God himfelf to be outwardly applied to them. And
the firft evidenee I fhall give of this affair is the letter
of the text, |
1. If the bible fays, that God declared the children
of believers to be in the covenant of grace, with their
parents ; and that God accordingly ordered the feal
of that covenant to be applied to them ; then fuch
children are in that covenant, and the feal of it muft
be outwardly applied to them : Butthe bible does fay
10 ; therefore fuch children are in that covenant, and
muft have its feal applied to them. For Gen. xvii. 7,
&c. fays, « I will eftablifh my covenant between me and
tkez, and thy feed after thee, in their generatioits, for an ever-
lafting covenant, to be a God to thee, and thy feed after thec,
Aid God faid unto  Abrabaim thou [Fall kecp my covenant
therefore, thow and thy feed after thee, in their generations.
This is my covenant woich ye [ha:l keep, between me and you,
and thy feed after thee, every man child ammg you fhall b:
creumaifed.  And ye [bali circumcife the flofb of your forefkir,
aid it [all be a token (oyf the covenant between me and you,
And be that 1s eight duvs old, fball b2 circumciyed ainong
ity Bvery man child wm your generations 5 ke that is born i
 the boufe, or bousht with misney of any firanger, which is
ot of thy feed, be that is born in tise houfe, and be that is bought
with thy mcney, mujt ieeds be circumcifed, and my covenait,
fhall e in your flefb for cin everlafting covenant ; and the un-
circumdtfedmanchild, whofe flofb of bis farefkinisnot civcumeijed,
that foul fhall le cut off from bis pecple, be bath bioken my cov-
eitcnt.” |
Now, Rom. xv. 4. fays ¢ whatever things werc wri-,
den aforctine 5 viz, as long ago as Abrabam, were writ-
2en for our learuing, that we through paticnce and comfoit of
toe jeriptures micht bave hope.”  And to prove that this
text refers to this eftablifhment with Zrabam ; the
$th veilz adds, *« Now this 1 fuay, that Fefus Chrif} was a
midifier of the circimcifion, for the truth of God.” But
- then the covenant of circumcifion, was the tiuth of
- God ; to be continued down to us Gentiles, And
» to




[ 37 1

to prove ir, the apoﬁ‘* adds, ¢ to confirin the promifes,
maaz to the fat/vers Pomtmg to this covenant with
Abrabam. And then gives the renfon ;5 € that the Gen-
piles might  rejorce with bis peopl,” viz. in the enjoyment
of the eftablithment with Alrcltainz. Now all who be-
licve the bible muft confefs, that children were taken
into the covenant of grace, with their parents, and that
the feal of it was applied to them. And in the faid
15th chap. of Romans, the apoitle proves, that thefe
things were not ordered for Jews only ; but efpecially
for (Jem:xlcs for the time of the New-Teftament ;
1. e. for us. But the holy fpirit who guided the apof-
tle, knew that circumclﬁon, in its jewith form, was
never to take place with us : but that baptiim, which
1s the chriftian circumcifion, was to be in ufe now, as
has been proved. The confequence is, that the chil-
dren of believing parents, ave in she covenant of grace,
with fuch parents, and by them to be given up to > God
in bapufm.

2. If the plaineft fenfe of A&. 1. 39. e baptized
Jor the promife is to you and your childien,” 1s, that chil-
dren are under the outward adminiftration of the cove-
nant of grace, if their parents are in the {puit and grace
of that covenant ; and that therefore the feal of 1r, 1s
to be outwardly applied to them ; then this is crood
authority for our practice ; for fcuptme ought always
to be underftood in the plamr’ft fenfe that 1s confiftent
with the whole. But that this 1s the plaincit confift-
ent fun{'e of the text ; I fhall now prove.

"I'1s exadtly awrceable to the letter of the text,
as all may feoyaf .thcy read impartially.

"T'1s exaltlv agreeable to the praétice of ail God’s
pmple, for two thoufand years before that time.

3. As Peter knew the Jews were tenacious of their re-
liginus rites ; fo you may fee, if you pleafe, that Peser
who pu(c&ly knew what his hearers were ufed to;
vould not give them offence at the new chriftian reli-
gion ; by cutting off their children from their ufual
privilege ; but lets them know in this firft chriftian

rmon, that this new religion extended priviiege to
thf*r\‘!

’
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them and to their children juft as the bibls abraye
did. .

4. Peter knew the will of Ged, was, ¢ gice o c¥nce
to Few or Gentile, or the church of Ged.” Fe Inew alfo
that the moment he gave the leaft fufpicion, that this
new religior, was fo much narrower, znd lefs glorious
in outward privileges, than what they had always been
fubjet to, as to exciude all their childien, from cove-
nant privilege ; they would immediately renounce it,
and conceive offence not to be removed. And as
he knew there was ro ground for this offence ; but
that they were all under the fame covenant, to which
they were always fubjest ; He therefore addrefles them
in language they had always heard ; impoiting  ysu
and your childyen facid related io Gody and Lis covenant, jaft
as youy avd tiey always did ; God is not aiteved, the cove-
nant is the fame, the prorsifz is o you and to your childven,
Juft asit aiways was. Ard ’tis evident they under-
ftood him fo ; and 1o all proceeded, without cne word
of objeétion.

. To conftrue this text as baptifts do, 1s to fet a-
fide the plain literal fenfe of the text, although it per-
feltly confifts with the wholie bible ; it alfo implies that
the mind of God 1s altered fince Abrabarm’s time, which
ts atheiitical. It umplies alfo that the covenant with
Abraban was not the covenant of grace, contrary to
ghe above demonftrations. If then we would avoid
fuch fentiments, le: us allow the text to {pezk honeft-
ly its own meaning ; and then we fhall adopt the mind
of God, plainly expreft in it.

6. Peterhad now a fine advantage to haye taught his
hearers otherwife ; viz. to have told them,  you are
now under another difperfation, and muft nct expect any old
Fewifh matter to be continued 89 you” ¢, It was a fine
opportunity to advance the baptifts notion of this text;
for his hearers were foft and duétile, fit to receive
any thing from their fpiritual father ; it was alfo a
time for new things to take place. Befide, he was di-
vinely bound to {peak the thing,as it was. And doubt-

lefs, but two reafons can be devifed, why he delivered
himfelf
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Rimnflfas he did, viz. becaufe it was true, and becaufe
the reverfe was not troe. Butindeed the apoftie was
net {6 far advancedin the light of modern times, as tofee
reafor: tocorreét careis error in divine condudt, in put-
ting fuch fubjelts Lo his holy covenant, as were no
way it for that lituation.

3. Markx. 13. 14, fays, They brought young chil-
dren to Chrift ; be fure not to be baptized ; for he
baptized not.  John iv. 2. Reafons for "which have
been given above. But Matt. xix. 13. fays, “ that
be [bould put bis bands on them and prey.”  Mark x. 13,
fays, < that be fbould touch them” and the 16th verfe
fhews they meant that he fhould blefs them ; which:
he did. But this blefling muft come from the trea-
fury of the covenant of grace. Lut we are fure, a blef-
fing from the covenant of grace, could not be beftowed
on fuch as were not in that covenant. For a divine
rule is, < give not ibat which is boly 1o degs.”  Matt. vii..6,
But then tis evident thefe children of his covenant peo-
ple, were in the covenant of grace. And though he
did not baptize them, he required them to be brought
to him, to receive a covenant blefling. And if there
is no way for his people to copy out this inftru€tion
vifibly now, but by baptifmal dedication, according to
the revealed mind of him who changeth not ; then ’tis
their duty, fa to dedicate them. And though there
were fome even then, who cppofed this praétice of
bringing children to Chrift for a covenant blefling ;
yet it was done ; and received great encouragemecnt
by Chrft’s being much difpleafed with thofe who op-
pofed it ; and alfo by his command, equally binding
now as then. < Suffer kttle chidren to come unto e .and

orbid them not.””  And his reafon for it 1s of force now,
 for of fuch is the kingdom of beaven.” And ’tis of no
importance in the cale, whether by “kingdom of beaven.”
is defigned the church militant or triumphant ;. fince
they are both of one nature.  And if children belong
to either, they are entitled at leaft, to the privileges
of the former. And if Jefus Chrift now owns little
children to belong to the kigggom ofrheaven ; if you.
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are not fure of their falvation, you are the more furé
they belong to the vifible church. Therefore who is
he that fhall dare deny them ?

4. If the principle of forbidding a dedication of
children in baptifm, tends to prevent the millennium,
or glorious ftate of the churchin this world, in which
the prophecies of fcnpture fo generally centre ; then
’tis an unfcriptural principle; but it has fuch a palpable
tendency. For in the millennium all nations are to
flow into the church of God ; Ifa. 1. 2. But chil-
dren are a great part of all nations ; and the hope of
the people, both for church and ftate.  And to exclude
them all frem fo much as the outward court of the
church of Ged, is to fhut them all up vifibly in the
devil’s kingdom : for all who are not of the vifible
church, are, as to their vzﬁb‘e ftanding, in the king-
dorn of the devil.  Ard to place all children there has
a direct tendency to prevent all nations ever to be-
come, entirely the kingdem of Chrift: 'Whereas if
they were dedicated to Lim, according to his own plan;
aird fo put in his way; he would be holden by his co-
venant to-t2ice care of them s for be is ever mindful of bis
coaicat,  Pal nn g, I}xc-v would be in the way

of religious infpection and regulation, inftruction, pray-
ers, every mean, private and public, appointed to rip-
cn them for divine fervice.  But to exclude them
fiom all o, fe, has an awtful tendency to keep them
out of Ged's appomtcd way, and to prevenr the de-
figns of his grace in thiswerld.  And fois an unicrlp-'
rural and antifcriptural punciple. I am fenfible anti-
nomians who are hearty enemies to the laws and regu-
intions of God’s houfe, will eafily harden themfelves

agairft this reafoning ; for at bottom, they hate are-
higion which confionrs their loofe and licentious fpirie,
Biut the people ¢f God may comfo:t themfelves, ‘fuch
hnh:m,)y people are more againft God and the bible

han againft any of his pcoph And we may be fure,
dwnm truth will have weight, with all whofe hearts
«ve found in God’s {tatutes.

§. Children were in the covenant of grace, and fo

in
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in the outward court of the church, undzr the former difpen-
fation, by God’s own order ; this h1s been proved and can’t
be denied. Bat the fame covenant of grace {1} ttands, and
God is of the fame miad ; therefore in righ*, they are there
now.

O% 1. But the fame word of God fays ** believe and oe
baptized” Whereas childien caan’t believe; and therefore
ought not to be bap i1zed.

A#. 1. It has bzen proved, that children Lave believed,
and of courfe may be often made believers

Anf.2. This 1s no more a bar to their dedication in bap-
tilin, than it was in cafe of circumcifion, little children are
as able to believe now, as they were when God declared them
to be in the covenant of grace of old. ’Tis no mark of one
being taught of God, to be dilpofed to distate his maker 3
or difpute hi3 revealed will.

Anfl 3. When little children are denied baptifm, on this
principle, that they can’t believe. It looks like an evidence
of unregeneracy; for it fcems to imply rhat an adult, can
contribu:e fomeihing to ward getting true faith ; but an infant
cannot, for want of abilities, which thews ignoranc: of the
na-ure of human depravi‘y, and of the power of God For
faith is folely the gift of God Eph.1i. 8. Andinfan's cer-
tainly bave got (o firong oppefi:ion to this work ; and aduits
as cerrainly never concur init. Rom vii. g

Anf 4. God knew the ftaie of infauts with refpet to
believiag when he connetled circumcifion wirh f-1-h for
Abraham belizved befsre circumcifiva was commaunded.
Gen. xv.6. And all parents of his progenybe!ieved the great
dolkrines of revealed religion,inthofe days. And fo dedicated
their children in circumcifion.  And thi: fully explains the
dolkrine of ¢ believe and be baptized.” The command lies on
- the ag=n*, nor the infant {uhject.

Anf 5. Weinhf on the principle *“ belteve andbe baptizcd,”
as f{trictly ag ary ; but we infilt on 1t en’y where God orig-
inal'y required it ; viz. in the agent, whko s bound by ikhe
command, and who can obey, and a-cordingly defi-es bap-
tifm, for his child, if he ie a parenr ; as a part of him/(elf, and
as whar God requires of him, as his own, and to be rendered
to bim in his own way. We therefare keep his cormand-
ment exaltly according to the original ftate of it. Whereas
baptilts irfi't on it, where it never was required, in the orie
Ein:l eftab'ithment of the covenant to which all thefe things

elong. For God {211 not a word of fai:h in the infant fub-
j=€tofaircume fion  but in the agent, the parent, o actor iu
the affair ; who feels the bond of du'y, and who being him-
felf dedicated to God, means to dedicate thef: b-anches ot
him(-1f al‘o, viz. his children.

Obj 2 Ba- little children know nothing of what they are
doing ; have no feafe of the affair. Aifo

k¥
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Ani. They do nothing in the affair, and have nothing to
do. [They are not the fubjets of command about it ; nor
have any duty to doinit. But they have full as much fenfe
abou: the matter now, as thofe had who were cirevmcifed in
infancy, when this coveaant and ite feal were eftablifhed of
old. And the avrhor of the whole fcheme, knew full as
much about it at fir{t, as any body does now. He knew how
this telt of allegiance would operate through all generations.
But as he did order 1t ; fo we mean to obey his revealed will
without difputing it with him ; without charging him with
error, of abfuidity init; or fubttituting our own imagination
about it, For we know ** the things that are revealed belong to
w5 and t5 our clildren forever, that we may do all the words ¢
this law.” Deut, xxix. 29.

6. ifthe letter of the apoftolick commiffion, doth not ex-
clude children, as it certainly would ifit was the mind of
God to exclude them 3 but includes them with their parents;
then we ought to include them, and allow them to be the
fubjells of that witnefling ordinance,which God has appoint-
ed for them ; but thatcommiffion does naturally include thems
therefore we muit include them, and apply the ordinanoe of
baptifm to them, as God has direCted. The words of that
commiflion are ** Go ye tnerefore, and teach all nations, bepti-
zing them.” Now 1f’as certain and well known that children
are always a great part of ail nations ; then they are not ex-
cluded, when the, com:mmand fays a// natsons, but neceflarily
mmcluded ; iince there is no excepiion at all made. Befide:f
the command had been ¢ zircumci’e all natiens,””  the ad-
niiflion of children, couid not have been doubted ; and be
Tare’tis as evident théy are to be admiited now. For thein-
ftirutor, and his authority are the fame ; the covenant is the
fame ; and-baptifm is exaélly in place of circumcifion, as has
been proved. Theiefore the children of vifible chriftans, are
inthe covenant of grace with their parents ; and by divine
dire@tion the [eal of that covenant is to be applied to them.

7. The lsit evidenceI fhail adducs for the point, is the
evident import of Rom.xi. ¥ 7. *“ If fome of the Fews, were
droken cff, from the rormer Rate of the church and genitles wers
grajfted in their place, and fo gentiles under the golpel, partake
2vith fuch jews as believed, and fo were not broken off | in the yeo:
and fatnefs of that former Rate of the church, &c. ‘Lhen whe
following things are certainly true, viz.

1. That by olive tree, in the clofe of thii text, i¢ meant the
church of God, in which thofe Jews who believed, and fo
were not ftill broken off, ftill remained. |

2. That when gentiles were converted under the gofpel, they
were grafted into the fame church {tate, with thefe Jews who
ftood by faith, and wzre never broken off. ‘

3. And fo the believing gentiles, did with thefe Jews, who
. were

————
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were never broken off, equally partake of (he root, i. e. of the
church privileges derived from Abrabam, or the iultituion
eitablithed wicth him ; and of the faincf:, 1. e. the pronufzs,
ordinanges, and bleilings, of that good olive tree, the church
of God. All which maybereducediothe .wofollow.uz heads.

1. That all gentile chriltians, are grafieain, and bHelong to
that church which was firlt founded o the covenant made
with Abraham, and which was commanded to ufe circumct-
fion, as the vilzble feal of the covenant. Aud fo all gentile
¢hriftians came to be entitled te all the ordinances and privi-
leges of the ochurch, dowa from Abrabam. But circumcifion
of children wa; one of them. Therefore, lince (;0d bas only
altered the formof thisordinanee, which alfo the apofile knew,
when he w-o.¢ this text ; gentile chnftians, being now in the
fame church, are equally bound to dedicate childien in bap-
tifm, as Gods people of old were in aircumcificn.

2. As this infertion ef all gentile belizvers, into the fame
church, is ealied grafting ; fo 1t implies that their children are
fet in with them ; juft as the buds of a cyon are {at into the
ftock, with the cyon, as parts of itfelf. And as the cyon,
with its buds all partake of the fap of their ftock ; fo chiiftians
with their children partake in the fame priviiege of religious
dedication by baptifm, as the pecple of God, did of old by
ciccamcifion. 'I'is certain, God mever had, or defigned to
kave, more than one church. Theie never was more than
one fuch good olive tree, The lamb never had, or will have
more than one wife, Rev. xxi. 9. 'T'he covenant ¢f grace, 13
her only charter of piiviledzes ; and bap:ifin is her only initi-
ating feal ; the firflt public witnefs of the truth, durablenefs,
and certainty, of her grand charter. And as circumcifion of
their children was part of the fatnefs of that ftate of the good
olive tree; we being grafted into the {-me olive tree, have
this branch of her fainels, in chriftian baptifm. And {uch as
daily attend to, an< regard this word of God, may be fully
fatisfied in the coneluion. |

And this brings me in the laft place, tc thew what pro-
vibon God has made for t+he piopagation of th-{e contents.

1. Baptifmal dedicaiion is one mear to propagate and duf-
tinguifh the vifible church,and (v to attain the end an.i defign
of the covenant of grace in this world. As circumcifion was
aningredient in the wall of {eparation, between the church vt
God, of old, and the heathen world, fo is bap.ifm now ; for
all who are not baptized, are heathen in their vific'e ftanding.
When the apoltle Peter had declared. Act.ii. 30 That bap-
tifm belonged to believers and their children 3 jull as circuma
cifion did, from 4dbraham down to thut very day, in which he
delivered this dotrine ; he afierwarcs compares bap:ifm to
MNoah's ark, {o that as the ark was a mean and ple v e of fafety
to Neah and his family ; jult fo he fays, baptifin doth now fave

Ui
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us. I. Pet. 111. 21.  Bat intimates at the fame time, ’tis not
the mere formal atian, that does it, any more thar Noab and
his family were {aved irom the flood, merely by the ark, which
if God had not upheld and kept, muft have foundered by the
weather and the flood. But baptifmal dedication, is like the
ark, a mean and pledge of fafery and prefervation to che
church of God. ’Tis of God’s own appoinung ; and by it,
his vifible church 1s ditinguifhed, from all who do not prac-
tically own the true God. And as he owna and honors his
own appointments ; {o this ordinance, a8 the wirnefling feal
of his covenan’, and mark of his people, is evidence of his
promifl :d- fidelity, in watching over them, and preferving
them, aghis people and church, from final ruin in this world.
Even the gates of hell, can’c prevail to that ¢ ff=@. Mat. vi. 58.
Nay the church which is faithful in thefe ohfervances ** fhall
b efablilied forever as the moon, and as a faithful witne’s in
Feaven, Selch Plal. Ixxxix. 373. = IR

2.  Anorher mean of divine appointment, for perpetuating
the defligns of the covenant of grace, in this world, 18 family
inftrution, and government. " [herefore Dent. vi. 7. ~ Afier
referring to the eftzblithmens with Abraham in feveral points,
1ays,** Thou bait teach them diligently to thy children.” And to
fix afolemn e.izagement o3 them, ta do fo, adds 15 h verfe.
Le? the anger of the Lovd th; Gid, be kindied againft thee, ond
ke deflrcy 1hee from off the face of 1he earth. ﬁV hich implies
that if they were faichful in this duty of famly initruttion,
it thould be a mean of their prefervaiisn, as a church, and
people of God, on the face of the earth. To which the apof-
tie, long {ince, refers Enh vi 4. ¢ Brirg them, your children
wp in the nurtuve and admonition of the Lord. Nay the wifdom
of G:< has deterinived bo'h means arnd end. Prov. xxii. 6.
Trin vp achild in ihe way be 2uld go, and twken ke 15 old,
bs il rot depart fyom v And God hasadded the chrnt.
an confiemarton, L Tuo Wi 1. ¢ Frem a child thou haf}
known the boly feviptures, which are able to make thee wife unts
faivation ' And the holy {piri: in giving laws jor the church’s
heaith and prefacvation, favs Prov. xxix. 15, *“ The vod ard
reproof pive wwijdom y but a eild left to biryfeif, bringeth his mo-
ther to jhame.”  Vhicefore, 19 hveife acds ** corred? thy fon.'”
And the {ame divine councel {ays, ** be that foareth the 104,
Frteth bis fon”  Prov. xiil. 24.  And, be fure, the want of
fuch meefures ruined F7’s Houle 1. Sam.ii. 12.  As furely
then, as *“ the roprocfs of infivuélion ave the way of life,” Prov.
Vi.23.  So furely, family inftruction and gove nmcat, are a
mean appoinied by Gud, topreferve and perpetuate his church
upon earth.

3. Another mean for 2ccomplifhing the delipn of the
covenant of yrace, and :he laft I (ha!l nameis ecciefiaflical
difcipline. For as family difcipline i» for the membiers of the
family 5 fo church difcipline is for all the menibers of the
church, 1.
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1. Tf then the children of profefling chriftians, are'in the
outward court of the covenant of grace ; and {o under its out-
ward adminiftration 3 then they are within the pale of the vie
fible church. The former has been proved, and the latter
follows of cour{s. The common objetion is, then they
ought to partake of all ordinances ; but uis no: fo. An infant
heir at law, has right to an eftate ; or a crown ; but he can't
inherit, and poffefsit, ’.illof lawful age. So a baprized infant
member of the church, can’t aCually enjoy full communion
*till evidence of knowiedge, fairh, and holinefs, q s3lifies him
according to the laws of rhe vifible church. [l Cor. xiii. §.
Examine yourfelves, whether ye be in the faith, prove vour own
felves!” And all who can do this, may eat and drink. 1. Cor.
xi. 28. "Tis eertain that all circumci{ed children of old, were
of the vifible church. For in the firtt inftituiion of that ordi-
nance, God gave a rule to run through all aces of the law —
““ The uncircumcifed manchild, ball be cut g' from bis pesple®
Gen. xvii. 14. “But he,cauld not be cut oft from the church
by want of ¢ircumcifisn, unlefs circumcifion conftituted
memberihip. + And . the! Plalmift who knew the nature of
chumhﬁatesi‘ifhéfd'ahy‘s, fays Pfal. cit. 28. ¢ The chi/dren
of thy fervants fsll comtinue, gnd their feed fball be eRublilbed
befire thee” -BUv-as God is the fame, his mind the fame, the
church the fame, and the covenant on which it {tands the
Yame ; (o of courfe children are in the outward court of the
church now. And to this purpofle, the apoftle is quite fuil.
““ The blefing of dbrabham” Part of which was ciccumcifion
of his {eed, and their confequent priviledges ; ** 15 come on the
gentiles 3 that 18 on us now; “ through Yefus Chryl” Gal,
111 14. The apoltle Peter therefore had good reafon 1o nreach
to :tiﬁ ole chriftians. T he promife iz to yoa and toyour children.
Act, 1. 39. | |

2. As all baptized children are in the outward court of
the church; fo of right, they arewnder the care, overfight
¥ difcipline of the church ; juit as children of a private fami-
ly, are, as to their Parents. And as ’us of dangerous confe-
quence, for Paren:s to negleft this duty 3 fo ’tiv for a church
to neglect the difcipline of her baptized members. This
kind of conduc} ruined E/i's houfe. Jefus Chrift {at an ex-
amplefor his church, when in giving Peter charge about his
fold, he efpecially commands him to feed his l«mbs ; but
feeding implics government, Yea, Chrift himfelf took young
children in his arms. Mar, x. 16. And as the out door mem-
bers of bis church, beftowed a covenant blefling on them, and
was much difpleafed with thofe who oppefed, 14th verfe.—
As certainly theiefore, as jewifh children, were within the
pale of the church, and under its govzarnment ; as has been
prove:d 5 {9 certawnly are bapriged children now. So AL i,
25, tellsus,  ““ veave thecnildren of the covenant, God made
wnth the fathers, fuving to ABRAWAN, in thy fced, Dall all the
k:ngidoias of the earth be blejfedi”” | | 3
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3. If God claims the children of his people, as his e¢hildren
and {ervants ; then they.are jubjeft to the difcipline, which
hs b inftiru’2d in his church ; but he does fo claim them.
For he {uyc, Ezek. xvi.21. * Tdou haff caufed my children te
psis threugh the fire, viz. to Molock, thy Jens and thy daughters
whkeh thou haft born te'm:” 20th verfe. And in Lev. xxv.
41, :2. ** Tley are my lervants.” Alfo, Plal. cxxv. 3 ¢ Chii-
dren are the beritage of the Lord.” Bat heritage, is charaltes
for the chureh. Joeliii. 2. Therefore they are as furely fub-
Jel to the difcipline of God’s Houfe, the church; as that
there is any difcipline thzre. O: aschildren aad fervants are
wader difcipline in a family.

4. If God owns the fame relation to children in the
c?_mrdg,- as to their parents there ; then they are equally under
difeipiinc there ; but he does own the fame relation ; Fzek.
xuli 4. *“ All jsuls are mine, as the foui of the father, [o alla
2be [ox! of the finis mine” And the following words nflict
panikment vqually on beth, in cafes of-difobedience.—

‘Therefore the children of the church, are -;cnglly fublet to

d‘ifclgiinc, as paren:s there. DIEPRRE
.- Aliperfons, ia the wifible church are, as to their tande

1ag i th> kingdom of Chri}; but as_thebtanch and the

flacc belongtoyzether; fo’tis ablurd to fu G thair children,

girei to Gad in baptifm, are in the kingdem of fatan, 93 to
thatr cutward relative tanding ; yet ’tis evident, the kingdom
of Chrid, and that of fatan include all. Therefore children
gven to God in bapiifm, and {5 being of the Chaurch, as to
theis relative fianding, are of courfe under the in{pection and
g:i:piine of the church.

-~

&. 1f hopeifid children are nnt of the charck, and {o un-

* -~

& - vicinline, the church will net ha ible to give account ac-

cording 1o Hoboio 13, %8 Bebold £ and t5e children which God
J o~

dar given m2.” _ ]

7. Lf the know:n and aowed diltinclion, of vilible 2and in-
vikblc church, i3 founded on matter of fa&, then there are
thofe truly of the church who are not of i, as a fpirituzl and
iawifible body. And as the bible teaches, and it has been prov-
!, thar bantized children are of the charch ; fo theie are of
i as vifthle in diftinékion from the fpiritual and invifiple ftate

ef that corporation ; an2 of courfe fuch children are objeQls

o :ke care and goverpment of the church 26 a fpiritual and
1znly chrifiian corporation. oh
. Ifall difciples are of the church, and fubjeé to difcie
gline, then bapuszed children are {5 for A&k, xv. ic, calls
wofe difciples who 2tunally endursd circumecifion ; but in
geaeral, only children were circumcifed from Aérabam to the
apoftles ; and we have proved baptifim, to be in place of sir-
cwacifien.  As therefcre cireumcifizd children were difciple?
- thza g s equally evident that baptizad onee are fo now ; and

o ¢ ceurfe, they are of the chueieh, and under its infpedlion

and

-
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dng difcipline. For ’tis the claim of all cerporations, te go?
&rn and regulate their own fubjedis. |

. If the church in both ftates of-it, had one and the |
fame lotd and head ; and he changeth-not, Mal. iii. 6, but
1s of one mind, and none can turn him. Job xxiii. 13. Then
as evidently as we find circumcifed children, under tae over-
fight and difcipline of his church formerly ; fo certainly bap~
tized ones, ars equally under infpection and government of
the church now. But the apoftle afcribes the cailing and

forming of both-ftates of his church to the fame head and
lord. Rom. ix. 2}: Therefore {ubjets of the chriftian cir=
cumcifion are equally under the infpedtion and difciplinc of
the church now. |

10. If Abrabam, the father of believers did *¢ command
bis children and boufebold after him,to keep the way of the Lord.”
"Then *tis the duty of a chriftian church, as confilting of his
children, te copy the example of that patriarch. But he did
do fo ; and God approved him in it. Gen. xviii. 19. Thera-
fore a chriftian church, as Abrabam’s children, ought to fol-
low his fteps. ;

11. If for bap‘ized children to be under difcipline in the |
church, is one mean to form them for fucce{lion in the chrift-
ian church, and other ufeful offices ; then s the will of
God, and the duty of the church, to exercife it ; but ’ns as
evidently one mean for thofe endg ; as training up a child

- in tue way he fhould go, is a mean of his walking in it af-
terward. According to Prov. xxii. 6. i

12. If when God faid, * I will be a God to thee and thy
Jeed. Gen. xvii. 4. Heb. viii. 10. He did at lealt fecure .
all outward blefings and privileges, to the children of the .
Faithful ; then, if ihe overfight and regulation of a chriftian
church, in thc government of their children, is a blefling and
privilege ; it was the defign of Ged originally, and of courfe,
the duty of the church, fo to ticat their bap-ized children.
But the former is true, and fo of courfe muit be the larter.

13. If fuch care and government, is implied in God’s be-
ing the G»d of Abrabam’s fced, which includes beli~verg |
children 3 then they are under fuch care ard ggrerumant !
in the church § for be fure, God has goverrment < <& 2
that are in covenant wih him. And ’tiv as fure; tnar 4
church under that government, and «ho niean to be fo'iow..
ers of God as dear children, mutt, in i elity c«xcerc’ié: It gw ’
ver all baptized fubjets of the fame covenant, 1

_14. If training up a ch'ld in 'h: way he (hould go, impYes
difcipline, and the church are bound by ‘hic commend, ga
h.w on every parent, then the church asult exercf d ci-,,f""
pline, on all their baptized childran, or ke difoheai-nt|
~15. If baptized childicn, are under ibe bond of -he crder
_ant of grace, as has been proved ; then they mult pafs

e et e e o ..
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L rae: rod of d:fcnphne; but the ndet theb«m&ot tm‘&
= genant, bath' as givgn up'to nnd a3 he calls the fhu,«

own children ; theggfare thcy mu& pafs under the
dilcipline. For God has conneted théfe toge:hu. .
xx 137-

. s63 The church is God’s family, Epb. iii..sg. "l‘hm ;i
Yﬁéwfore equal realon for difciplime ofet all, &hat bclong"to ;
"it ; ag in any natural family.

19. 1E difcipline in a natural family is a pnv'lege then in Ty

the church it is part of that fatnefs, which every, ‘briftian -
church derives from the olive tree into which it u gnfced. '
Rom. xi. 17.

- 18, A« there is one bady,” the church, one. Lord meﬁnt& "
éne Cod pnd fatker of ali” churches, in a[l ages, whois above
all” :nd fo has right exclufively to order svery thing, *and
ir thros o/i ali” from the beginning of the world, to the end .
Cof it and in ai{” his peopie and churches ; Eph V.4, §5.06. .
\ And as this one God, is of one unalterable mind, and has
feen it in his wiflom, tc eftablith a church in the world ;

and cails it his fainily ; and has appoinied its rules, and i m-
ternal governmeni ; and gave the fum of “thefe to Abrahbam,

and gave zfTurance to us all, that he thould never depart |
from that plan ; but maintain it for fubftance, through all a-

ges to the end of the world ; and as the public dedication of
children, ind their being fubject to cbrum a oveifight, and
difcipline in hic church, are parts of rhat plan which un-
changeable uniformity has prefc !‘lbf’d and determined fhait
continue, auc be obferved by his people, in all tinwes and pla~
veess fo ’is ceorisinly fafer, and more honorable as well as
peacesr!, for ue, to be {ubjet to his pleafure; and inevery
thing :earn to fay “thy will be done.”

'{) ) ‘ o .I. : ‘ 4 . *




