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]Ams 1. 20.
FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS DEAD. .

holy law, is the fixed medium of ac-
ceptance with its author. And the

g@m‘“ ERFECT obedience to the moft

5 P v impoffibility of fuch obedience, in thofe
@,.,ﬁ* who are any way chargeable with fin,

)

e made the neceflity of CHRrisT’s appea-
rance in human nature, for the purpofes of fuch ebe-
dience, as well as facrifice ; that Gop might be juft,

and yet the juftifier of them who believe in Jesus.

But as man was originally formed for fuch obedience.

in himfelf, his pride fill ftimulates him that way;

- and though, in refpe&t of his original abilitics, he is
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become like the beafts that perith, he ftill trufts in
himfelf that he is righteous. This was the fpirit of
thofe to whom St. Paul fays, ¢ by the deeds of the
law, there fhall no fleth be juftified in his fight.”
And again, ¢ & rnan is not juftified by the works

of the la Dy the faith of Jesus CurisT.” On

which
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which he foon fucceeded to eonvinee the Galation
churches, and in their turn the Roman too. But this
method of acceptance with-Gop nat being natural,
they made no long ftand in the fimplicity of its pro-
feflion ; fo that when St. James came to profecute the
fame defign, he found the word among them was,
¢ Do ye believe »-=Do ye own the faith of CarisT #”
And whofoever made an affirmative anfwer, was a
good chriftian, without regard to the diftinguithing
qualities of his faith, or its influence on heart or life,
~ So they were generally believers, and as generally
 carelefs, ungodly livefs, To them, in this light, St.
~ %ames cries out, * Can faith fave you ?—Faith with-
* out works is dead.”—* This 1s not the fort of faith
- which Pasl taught, but another, a counterfeit, a
- dead fort.” So that thefe two apoftles fpeak of diffe-
rent things, and not cortradi&orily of the fame thing,
St. Paal {peaks of true faith, St. Fames of a counter-
feit and moft dangerous fort of faith to be depended
on. The former denies works to be the ground of
~ a finner’s juftification in the fight of Gop. The lat-
- ter requires them as the faint’s vindication of his
profeflion in tire fight of men. One fays, the finner’s
- works can’t fave him ; the other fays, the faint’s
works muft prove him to be what he pretends. St.
Fames found the chriftians of his time made high pre-
tenfions to faith, and atually had a great deal of
what they called by that name; yet, fays he to them,
ye may know ’tis a counterfeit fort by your unevan-
. gelical tempers and lives; whereas if your faith was
+ right, its fruits would juftify it; fuch a fight of di-
~ vinerighteoufaefs and grace would beimported init, as
. could not fail to thew your own vilenefs, and fo take
. away the occafion of pride, and make you deeply hum-
ple. It would alfo give fuch fight of the purity &f the

]
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divine nature and law, as would transform your {pi.
rits into the likenefs of Gop, and make you holy, like
his moft holy law ; whereas the faith you have, leaves
you earthly, carnal, rain. The effe€t which a man’s
faith has upan his temper and life, proves what fort
it is. Ye fee, therefore, fays he, ¢ how that by
works a man is juftified, and not by faith only.”
That is, not by peing able to fay that he believes, for
that is not the evidence of true faith, nor will juftify
any one’s pretenfions toit ; the devils can with great
truth fay they believe. When there 1s nothing but
belief, in a man’s religion, no divine #ruth, or genuine
virtue of its fpirit ; and fo no transforming effect, no
holy fruits, ’tis thereby determined to be delufive.
If faith be without works ’tis dead. All this is
as true now, as it was in St. Fames’s time. That
faith which of its own nature makes a humble,
felf-loathing, felf-denying, and of courfe a grace-ex-
alting bent of mind, and fo a life evidently bearing
the heavenly imprefs, is as furely faving, as the word
of Gop is true; and the want of thefe in any one’s
belief, as evidently proves the contrary. This, me-
thinks, might give furprize to many, and make them
each begin to fay, ¢* the Lorp have mercy upon
“ me ! What fhall I do? I fee I have faith plenty,
‘ I :lieve all things, in general, which the bible .
“ teaches ; butalas! ] don’t find it affects my
“ heart or life much. I am proud, vain, worldly,
‘“ paffionate, negligent of duties, yet believe all the
“ time; I fear my faith is dead, and that I am de-
“ ceived In my religion to this very day. My life
“ certainly ftares againft me ; I don’t find my faith
““ is humble and fan&ifying. 1 can have it as well
“ 1n a carelefs way, as any; and don’t thislook like
¢ dead fajeh ingesd © I don’t find peace toward Gobo ;

S e, . ‘ fomething
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¢ fomething within tells me I am not right; am
““ I not yet in the gall of bitternefs, and under the
*“ bonds of iniquity, without Gop, without ChrisT,
“ and without hope in the world! And fo have
‘““ been every moment of my paft life in immediate
““ danger of eternal burnings, having never had one
¢ thing about me, with which Gop is pleafed ; always
““ deceiving myfelf with this notional faith.”

But perhaps all this is only furprize, and you are
not yet convinced that your faith is falfe, and fo
damning inftead of faving. Perhaps you don’t fee
that your belief 35 effentially defeltive ; but rather
that it might do, if you had more of it, or if you had
lived more agreeabiy. Perhaps you don’t fee, that,
as readily as you have entertained the faith you have,
you are thoroughly averfe to that which is divine ;
and that true faith never begins with any thing lefs
than omnipotence ; and that Gop never beftows it,
but on fuch as have wholly loft fight of all ability and
goodacfs in themfelves. On this {uppofition, how
great the dangerous and growing diftance between
vour foul and faving faith to this day ? And what
reafon have thofe who can pray to cry out and fay,
““ O thou Gop of the {pirits of all flefh ! who feeft
“ and judgeft the fecrets of all hearts ; who know-
“ eft, perreltly knoweft, the inward ftate of every
“ fou! here, and what fort of faith we are rifking our
“ eternity upon ; be pleafed, for the fake of that per-.
‘““ fet atonement, to fhine in thefe dark fouls this.
¢ day, to give them the light of the knowledge of
¢ the glory of Gop, as it appears to faith, in the face
“ of Jesus Curist. And fulfer no proud, felf-righ-
“ teous deluflion to prevent genuine conviction and
*“ light, by the plain account of true and falfe faith.
““ whych may now be exhibited. And a5 every heart

i “ 13
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¢ is naturally bent againft it, with all its might, *till
‘¢ conquered by mere power of truth, fo let thy
¢ power now be glorious in its going forth from
‘“ conquering to conquer, ’till every heart of thy
“ chofen fhall bow to this enly faith of the great
““ Redeemer, Amen.”” Letus now attend to the fol-
lowing diftinétions betwesn true and falfe faith, viz.

I. True faith commences at thevery time when the
finner firft finds all his foul needs, in the bible’s
account of Jesus CurisT, neither fooner nor later ;
but a dead faith never commences at that time.

II. True faith always affects the mind in a manner
anfwerable to the nature of its objects ; a dead faith
never.

III. True faith produces juft fuch effects, as the
{criptures afcribe to true faith ; but a dead faith pro-
duces none of them. It has no fort of divine influ-
ence at all. .

I. True faith then begins when Curist with his
own truth, and glorious fufficiency is firft made
known to the finner. By which it will appear that
dead faith has no fuch commencement. Here,

1. WE fhall thew that there is an abfolute and -
univerfal neceflity for CurisT to be fpecially made
khnown to a perfon in order to his falvation. And
then,

2. TrAT this muft be by faith, or in believing
the gofpel, and that there is no other way fora finner.
to be faved.

3. SHALL give fome account of the manner in
which fuch faith is wrought.—Which will fhew the ,
nature and work of faith in the finner’s juftification,
and that it is peculiar to divine faith,

1. THERE is an abfolute neceflity of a revelation

of CurisT to the finner for his falvation. Now if
it we

».




( 8)

we are not well affured of this neceflity, the doctrine
of faith, as the alone mean of juftification, will be to
us as the do&rine of the crofs was of old, to fome a
ftumbling block, to others foolith. Not being con-
vinced of our moral ruinis the grand reafon why the
doétrine of faith as taught in the fcriptures, is fo
little regarded; they who are whole need not the
phyfician. Let us take then'W hint or two of evi-
dence, that this ruin is ours.

(1.) Ir death reigned from A4dam to Mpyfes, thatis,
for two thoufand five hundred years, over fuch as
never committed one actual tranfgreflion; then hu-
man nature mut be in a fallen guilty ftate; bue
death did fo reign.--Rom. v. 14. Now death is the
greateft punithment that ever was infhéted ; fach
punifhment thofe fubjeéts deferved, if Gop is righ-
teous in all his exccutions; but as they had com-
mitted no actual tranfgreflion, how could they deferve
it, unlefs by an univerfally corrupted and ruined
nature! And yet that fame punifhment hath paffed
upon all men, becaufe ull men, in that fame fenfe,
have finned. There is therefore no way or name
under heaven, given among men, by which they may
be faved, but that of Jesus of Nazareth, Afis. iv,
10, 12. Nor any falvation by him, but through faith,
Epb. 1. 8. Tis no evafion of this argument to fay it
was only bodily death that fo reigned as the apoftle
fays ; becaufe death of the body is great puni‘hment,
and fo the argument is the fame, vsz. "tis inconfiftent
with the nature of Gop and his government to punith
thofe who are not guilty.

(2.) If we have all a natural freedom to fin, but no
fuch natural freedom to be holy and heavenly; then
our natures are finful and nout holy. This is evident

to common fenfe. But nothing that worketh abomi-
nation
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nation or maketh a lie, can, as fuch, enter heaven,
nor can we be renewed from fuch ftate, but through
faith.—Therefore, he that believeth, fhall be faved,
and he who believeth not fhall be damned, Mark
xvi. 16.

(3.) Ir one died for all, then wereall dead, 2 Cor. v.
14. Now though the a// fon whom CHRIST dxed is to
be underftood in the moft reftrained fenfe, for the
cie¢t onlyy it will doubtlefs be allowed that they are
not naturally in a worfe ftate than the non-eleét but
then the confeguence is, all are as furely dead in fin
by nature, as that Curist died for any.—Only
therefore in him who raifeth the dead is there any
pofiible hope of falvation.

2. Tue only way to be faved by him, is through
faith. Faith is believing Gow. Hence Abrabam’s
faith is thus defcribed, (Rom. iv. 3)—’tis a believing
the record which Gon has given of his fon,--1 Fobn
v. 10, 11. True faith is fuch a belief as makes its oba
je€ts, prefent and certain realities in the mind; juft
as it is in believing a common fa&,--Heb. xi. 1. Of
confequence, a believer is one who is affeéted with
divine things, juft as if they were prefent realities,
even as a common faé: affects us as a common truth,
.when we believe it; and by this he {’cands dlﬂ:momfhed
from all fubjects of counterfeit faith in the. world,

r Fobn il IO Now we muft be faved through fuch
faith only, or by our own goodnefs altogether, or
partly by both, But,

1. Not by our own goodnefs altogether; for if we
were without fin at all, and our obedience was quite
perfet, we could merit nothing, ’tis all alreadv duej
what can we then do, now that we are a1togcther
finful? Nay, our utmo{t can’t begin to anfwer the
nanvc; demands of the molt holy law, becaufe they

B are
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are all perfect, and we are foin nothing. Andif we
can’t begin, what can we do? Beflide, no perfon in
the world is naturally willing to be holy, ¢ the carnal
mind is emmity againlt Gop, not fubjeét to his law,
nor indeed can be;” (Rom. viil. 7)--and if not willing,
if emnity in the abftract, what can we do? Tru%y
nothing at all.-—Therefore, curfed is the man that
trufteth in man, himfelf, or any other, 2. We can-
not be faved partly by both; firft, becaufe we have
r«: fuch goodnefs, as has been fhewn; and alfo be-
caufe no part of the glory of his grace, will CHrist
divide toanother, (I/a. xlii. 7, 8 )—theretore,—3. We
are fhut up to faith, to mere believing in the fenfe
above defcribed, forjuftification and acceptance with
Gop. But now the queftion is, have we got this
only faving precious faith? He who has, is now in
a ftate of acceptance with Gop, and fhall be found
in Curist without fpot and blamelefs.—But he who
has not this only faving faith, is yet in his fins; all
his life’s tranfgreflions are now lying againft him in
the book of Gop. What adreadful catalogue fills out
the long pages of that moft voluminous record! Such
as dare to trifle with cleanfing blood, and free mercy,
’till righteoufnefs terminates divine patience, willthere
find a long detail of crimes beyond their expetation!
Sins of childhood, youth and riper years; of heart
and lip and life ; fecret iniquities, v hich they thought
no ey¢ beheld ; thofe which have galled their con-
fcience, and they well remember; alfo thoufands
which (furprifed to fee) they thought long fince
forgot; millions more, which they hoped would be
excufed.—Nay, whole fheets are filled with their re-
ligious duties; not becaufe they did them, but be-
caufe profanely or proudly doge. And the blackeft
charge of all is, ¢ ye would not come to me, that

¢ ye
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“ ye mught have life.” There is trufting to falfe

hopes, {elf-righteoufnefs and duties; crucxfymg
CurisT, defpifing the blood of the covenant; fab-
baths and fermons trifled away; means and mercies
always abufed. Providence, word and {pirit all pro-
faned ; fun and moon, houfe and friends, bed and
board, life and health all abufed to divers lufts and
plcafures And when they fee hell fubjoined to every
page, and burning flames to every line, and no re-
deemer there, what will they do? The word of Goo
condemns them ; the perfc& knowledge of the judge
condemns them ; and confcience from. within, echoes
truth to every charge. Thefe are the three books
by which the world is judged, and which for that
purpofe jobn faw opened in the judgment. And
when finners, long called to faith by akind redeemer,
come to fee thefe three records of divine authority,
opencd before them, they will turn their own accufers,
and each amazed, begin to fay, “ Oh ftupid wretch
 that [ was | Oh hardened  rebel to this dreadful
““ Gop ! Howlong he called nie, but I fill refufed !
¢ He warncd, he waited, but I would not hear.
“ Long time his bowels yearned, for he faw my ftate,
“ he faw my danger, and this final day a coming.

“ Indeed he told me all about ir, but [ chofe my own
“¢ delufions, was pleafed with fin, and would not for-
‘¢ fakeit. I know he oftered pardon i T would be-
“ lieve ; he bid me truft his mercy, and I fhould be
« faved. But here, this heart held faft its idols, and
¢ would not let them go; yet hoped for heaven,
¢ dreaming of faith, of duncs, and of fins forgiven.

“ And now my time is gone, the door is ihu:: and
¢ he whofe mercies I have abufed, is now my Judge,
*“ my dreadfulavenger ; no hope remains, there’s no
«“ cfc.zpc » his eyefees throughme, and Liis guards are

“ round
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¢ round me ! The thunderrifes | Torment increafes |
¢« My toul is finking in the gulph of vengeance forever
¢ and ever !” There are they who defpifed the gofpel,
and defpifed the faviour ; were bid believe his truth,and
truft his grace, but never did ; were often warned of
certain ruin inevery other way, but ftill would give ear
to lying vanities ; they muf lie in chains, muft burna
in hell forever and ever, More ages than this world
has ftood, won’t bring relief. Their old heart re-
mains, they have the fame lufts and paffions, the fame
tafte and averiions, which always governed them
yea, they are incenfed and increafed, old reftraints are
taken off, and reftlefs fury burns within ; felt difap-
“pointment, and black difpair inflames and rages all
their powers; and thefe by diftortion always grow-
ing, muft from nature and juftice make that hell eter-
nal. | .

Notuinc lefs than all this, is the certain confe-
quence of delufion in point of faith :—For Gop will
“bring every thing into judgment; and ¢ he that be-
lieveth not fhall be damned.” This theuld excite the
grand inquiry,—how fhall I become acquainted with
true faith ? Or, how fhall we know whether our faith
18 living or dead faith ? Which brings me 1o,

3. THE third thing propofed, viz. To give fome
account of a faving change as wrought in the finner’s
heart ; which will fhew that it is peculiar to divine
faith, Here we thould {fpeak,~1. Of the finner’s be-
ing brought down from his tewering hopes of accep-
tance with Gep, by his own righteoufnefs, to fee him-
felf as he is, in order that mere mercy might have all
the honoy of his falvation. We have already fhewn
that all are naturally dead in fin ; in whichftate, they
are either fo ftupid as not to apprehend danger, or
fo far"blinded with their notions of goodnefs in

rkmm"-a'uan
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themfelves, as to hope for deliverance thereby.—They
arc either hardened to eafe in Zisi, or are rich and in-
creafed in goods, and {0 have need of nothing ; though
in fa&t they are wretchedand miferable, and poor, and
blind and naked ; not a moment’s peace. of con-
{cience ; always under wrath.—Know nothing of the®
comforts of the Holy Ghoft, or of communion with
Gop, nor tafte any fweets in holy religion.—Their
hearts are pleafed with fin, but cordially delight in
nothing that is divine.—And though they are always
unhappy, their hearts being like the treubled fea,
never at reft, knowing nothing of the nature of peace;
yet they have a ftrange fort of eafinefs, and frofi-bit-
ten pleafure.—They make themfelves fecure, by a
guard againft thoughts of Gop, religion, and death
they maic themf{clves hope things will end well, by
falfe notions of Gop, and of their own goodnefs. In
fuch like manner men lead tlicir lives, not one perfon
exempt, of any fort, ’till, it may be, Gop is pleafed
to alarm one, and that none of the beft; for publicans
and harlots fhall go into the kingdom of heaven be-
fore thofe who think well of themfelves. The means
of this alarm are the words of Gop, with their infepa-
rable attendants the Holy Ghoft. The occafion ma
be taken from death, ficknefs, word read or preached,
fignal providence, or ditate of confcience ; but the
power of Gobp is not reftrained to all thefe, he may
{eize a perfon in the midft of his career, as Sau/ go-
ing profperoufly to Damafecus. Often the effet of
this alarm, is only reformation of known fins, or fet-
ting up the practiee of fome known duty. And this
naturally becomes a new ground of pride and felf-
righteoufnefs ; for the finrer knowing no better
ground of truft, always pursimportance upon what he
thinks good in himfelt ; here therefore many, doubtlefs
very
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very many, fit down, and here they die. But the
fcriptures, which are our grand rule in thefe matters,
affures us, not only that Gop can, but that he often
does, with little or no diftinétion of time, give the
finner hic kiling wound, and his healing grace;
for ’tis all the fame with him, to fay, ¢ I kill, and
I make alive,” or to do the work. This was illuf-
trated in the forementioned cafe of Sau/; the woman
of Samaria ; the thief on the crofs, and others ; and
was reprefented in the refurrection of Lazarus, and
otherlike inftances. But a flate of fin, guilt, death
and wrath, muft be feen and felt, for the whole need
not a phyfician; and CurisT came only to fave {uch
as are loft, and to none can he be precious but thofe
who feel that charaéter. This was the cafe of the
convinced jailor, and the thoufands at Perer’s fer-
mon, Afs ii. 39.—Some are by light of truth com-
pelled to come forth fooner, others later.—Some go
along kicking againft the pricks, refifting light and
convition. °’Tis a metaphor taken from a dull ox,
who will rather kick againft the pointed goad, than
yield to work, and quickea his pace; though by
trying to repel the goad, he only hurts himfelf the
more. Convittions make no alteration in the finners
moral ftate, no more thana perfon’s continuing to
feel pain in the rifing of a diftemper, cures it. They
are the finner’s fight of himfelf, and when he is
brought to fee himfelf compleatly fit for immediate
damnation, free grace will be glorious, if he is de-
livered ; for the excellenicy of the power will be ma-
nifeft to be of Gop. And’till this is the cafe, be it
fooner or later, delivering grace will not appear.
But when the finner is brought to fee himfelf loft,
two thinga remarkably take place. wiz.

1. His old excufes, in which he ufed to perfuade
himfelf
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himfelf there was fome reafon, now appear to be
willing, difcontented evafions of known truth and
duty, and fo greatly enhance his guilt. Thefe fig
leaves, notonly will not eover him, but he fees him-
{elf, by fo much the more expofed to wrath for them;
they are now numbered among his great iniquities,
and ferve eminently to condemn him, as evilence in
fat of the pride and enmity of his whele heart
againt the truth.

2. His duties and good qualifications, as a rea-
fon of hope, totally difappear. Before “1s convic-
tions, yea always ’till now, he thought there were
fome good things about him, which kzpt his felf-
righteous {pirit alive, and which fhewed iticlf. s. By
an habitual conceit that Gob intended to be merciful
to him. 2. By aturn of mind againft thofe who did
not think well of his moral ftate ; and confequently
by a difpofition to carefs thofe who flattered his hopes.
3. By his habit of thinking there were fome worfe in
the fight of Gop than himfelf. 4. By his inward
difaffetion to difcourfes or books which ftrenuoufly
excluded a// works in juftification; and his real plea-
fure when fome confideration for them was afferted.
5. By his thinking it hard that fuch as he thould be
‘doomed to eternal hell.—But now he views himfelf
as a finner, a hearty helplefs finner, his confcience
and the law teftify of a righteous judge, but he fees
o beauty in him that he thould be defired ; for in
this, thofe views of Gop which legal fear gives, are
eflzntially different from thofe of faith and love. By
the former he is viewed as an avenger, by the other
as a father and a friend. One keeps tii' ,oul under
flavith principles, and fhuts out love ; ‘he other
brings the foul in fight of rich favour, «... cafts out
flavith fear., Of confequence, the forn =- forbids

delight
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delight and pleafure in any duty or fervice of religion 3
the latter feels the ways of wifdom all-pleafant.

Tue fnner thus come to himfelf, but not to Gop,
to whom he never faw himfelf farther off than now,
finds, in oppofition to all his former imaginations,
that what he needs is a new heart to be created in
him, and another, a right {pirit to be put within him;
and he finds ’tis equally unattainable by him as to
create a world out of nothing ; for he knows he has
no ability or fitnefs for the work.—He is totally
blind, to all the things of the fpirit of Gop, he don’t
fee or feel things as the bible reprefents them ; don’c
hate fin for its nature, but for its punithment 3 don’c
love religion for its excellency, but only for the fafe-
ty it gives hope of.—He fees he don’t venture his
alfon the meritof Curist alone, or truft his truth
be bas no faith.—Fle can’t truft the word of a Gop,
he has tried every mean for it all in vain ; he is as
full of pride and unbelief as ever, and his fin, guilt,
and condemnation increafing by all he thinks and all
he does.—Which introduces the following things,
andin the following order, viz.—1. That the wound of
his cafe is, he is wholly deftitute of the firft princi-
ples of holinefs. This thews why his heart will not
yield to Gob, ’tis becaufe there is no principle or
fpring of right aion there. He fees now why his
duties could not helphim, becaufe they muft be like
himfelf, as wide from morally right, as unlike Gon,
and the commanding law, as he him%lfis. Juft fo,
he fees, of courfe, is the utmoft he can do; and fo
he finds ’tis not in man to dire&t his fteps ; now he
learns the mournful truth, ¢ thou haft deftroyed thy-
felf.” A clear convition of this, will naturally,
2. Introduce a fufpenfion of arms in his oppofing,
quartelling heart. The finner no-urally practifed his

oppofition
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oppofition by a living difobedience to the whole re.
vealed will of Gen; and now fince his conviftiqps,.
his oppofition has been efpecially pointed againft
faith, as the only means of juftification ; he has,
fhewed his enmity by refufing to truft his polluted.
foul, his guilty conicience in the hand of Curist for.
pardon and cleanfing, CarisT has bidden the finper.
to come to him, with all his fin and guilt, and he
fhould be delivered; but the finner has faid, 1t will
not do, he won’t accept me ’till I mend a httle; I
muft get rid of fome fins firft, and get fome more
goodnefs in my heart; fo he has indulged his enmity
againft the way of falvation by faithalone. And be-
caufe he could not get deliverance in his owa way,
he thought hard of Gop, of the gofpel, of all whe
would not encourage him in his way of acceptance &
and would not be pleafed with the way of life, as
concerted by. the wifdom of Gop. But now, fince
he fees his heart, and all its propenfities are tho-
roughly perverfe, and all its fchemes for acceptance
juft like itfelf, all direétly contrary to Gopo and his
way, and as fuch, the very height of iniquity; he
fays, * No wonder Gop has not accepted me! I
“ thought there was fome reafon and goodnefs in my
“ duties, and fchemes for acceptance, but I fec, I
““ am convinced, ’tis'quite otherwife ; Iam all finner,
““and all that's mine, is like myfelf; no wonder
“ Gop could not regard any thing I did! Now I
“ fee ¢ they that are in the fleth cannot pleale Gon,”
¢ This is my cafe, he and I are contrary the one to
“ the other. Oh! miferable ftate that I amin, to
“ to be pitied of all beings! Loft and can’t help
¢ myfelf, blind and can’t fee the only help; proud
¢ and will not yield to Jesus Carist. And becaufe
“ Gop would not change to me, my heart has
C * wrangled

o -
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‘ wrangled againft him, and all his ways, but efpe-
¢ gally his way of faving finners as written in the
“ bible. But now I fee the reafon of all my mifery is
““ from my willing felf.—3. Therefore nothing can
“ be more juft than eternal deftruétion to my foul;
“-not one thing done in heaven righter than this
“ the fentence in its dreadful weight is juft as right
“ as Gob isright; for thefe things were ail revealed
“ to me in the word of Gop, and made exceeding
“ plain ; butl have gone all my life direétly againft
“ their teftimony. I have finned willingly, know-
“ ingly, allowedly againft light, knowledge, warn-
“ ings, love, and mercies. Such meafures I have
“ eonfented to, and been pleafed with ; of courfe,
¢ the confequent punithment is my own, and Gop
& s juft. If, according to his word, he dooms me
‘“ now to eternal burnings, that blefled world, my
‘ guilty foul, and all creation muft applaud it juft.”
The finner don’t hereby confent to his own damna-
tion, "tis impoffible, butis convinced of perfect reafon
in the curfe of the law, and of perfet juftice if it
fliould be executed.

Now if mercy is difplayed, in a revelation of
CurisT, in his own grace and perfett fufficiency, to
the finner’s actual apprehenfion; and fo he thould be
changed into the fame image, the excellency of this
work would be manifeff to this perfon to be of Gop;
confequently all the praife muft evidently belong to
him ; which cannot be fecured to the proper obje&
in any other way, Now this is the grand defign of
divine goodnefs by the gofpel, to fecure happinefs
to believing finners, and a4/l the glory to fovereign
grace.—Wherefore, when the finner is brought to
thefe views of himfelf, as a//-finner, and Gop a righ-
teous judge, then mercy in full confiftence with

| juftice,
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juftice, referring toche atonement; fays, * deliver bim
Jor I bave found & ranfom.” Then the fpirit of all-re-
veaied truth, in the fa:ne inftant, prefents to the fin
ner's mind, in the light of the woed of truth, that
loiicas Cuxist, which the gofpel always offered
im, and with this manifeftation to the underftand-
ing, he cffeCtually touches the will, loofing it from
its natural engagements and bondage, and turning
the fesz of it to holy obje&ts ; the firft and chief of
which, s, as was faid, at the fame time revealed in
the underftanding, and fo is feen in his divine glo-
ries ; the will thus loofed, under. the agency of the
Holy Ghoft, determines all for him, makes an ar-
dent choice of him, as a feen complete redeemer,.on
him the foul refts, and the affe@ions.imshediately
centre ; 4. e. he believes the word of Gobp ; of confe-
quence, the foul muft have light and love, and joy

and peace. Such is that regencration, and renewi
of the Holy Ghoft which the icriptures fpeak 2%
Such is that receiving CHRisT by faith, or by fecing
and believing what he has done for finners, wherein
the work of Gop in the finner’s heast primarily con-
fifts. At the inftant of the finner’s thus feeing truth
and reality in what the bible fays of Carist and his
righteoufriets, and-fo finding relief ip it equal to his
cafe, which is faith, he is juftified. And fo you have
an account of the commencement of living faith,
which from the nature of the cafe muft exclude all
other faith fram any place in this affair. Such fajth
appears in every view to be right, by its univerfal
correfpondence to the bible, and anfwering all the
intentions of divine faith. —W hereas every other faith
leaves the fubject deftitute of all thefe operations and

powerful effetts.

II. Tur fecond rule of trial is, true faith always
affects
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4ffe&s the mind, in a manner anfwersble to the na.
ture of its objects; but fo dead faith never does,
In a general manner, both thefe forts of faith have
the fame objes. The true believer, and the de-
ceived believer, can fubicribe the fame confeffion of
faith ; they both believe thereis a Gop, aRedeemer,
a Holy Ghott, a bible of divine authority, a chriftian
fabbath, a neceflity of faith to juttification, a fu.
ture judgment, and approaching eternity, but the
point in queftion is, which of thefe forts of believers
is fuitably affe@ted by what he believes in thefe
¢cales, by this the belief itfelt is determined to be
nuine. For fubftance and fhadow are not more
different, than thefe two notions of faith, according
to Heb. xi. 1.
Hsxre we fhould defcend to particulars ; but will
it be to any purpofe ? *Tis to be concluded, that a
number here are now refting on dead faith ; and that
this is far the greateft number, perhaps ten to one ;
probably much more. And this fort are fo generally
fecure, and in their own opinion fafe, that there is
little reafon to expect a fair hearing, efpecially in an
affair {fo difagreeable as trials of the truth of faith,
However the power of Gon makes ufe of hearing for
the purpofe of begetting faith, (as nature does in com-
mon cafes;) and poflibly confcience may have begun
already to difturb fome of you. Are there not fome
here, perhaps of the loofer fort whofe wicked lives
have fhocked and weakened the ftrength of their
hopes ; or whofe confciences have had more influence
againft the ftupifying tendency of dead faith ; who
have had fome fecret mifgivings at what was {poken
of the finners loft eftate, his conviions, or his
faving change ? Did not your conicience, my hearer,
tell you, ¢ thou haft never known that, nor that;
: thou
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% thou haft never feen things fo; never felr fuch
‘¢ a change? {J¢.”—May that divine mercy ; that
open fountain, which takes motive only from itfelf,
accormnpany the following illuftrations with conquering
light to your fouls, as well as {fweet confirmation to
every humble fpirit. .
1. BorH thefe forts of faith profefs to agree, there

is a Gop: A being of all perfeftion, who can do all
things, and is worthy of all reverence and obedience,
end whofe eyes are inevery place beholding the evil
znd the good. Now the queftion is, how does our
faith of this divine exiftence affe¢t us ? Natural con-
{cience will fay, furely the belief of fuch a being fhould
folemnize the heart, make it not only afraid of fin,
but endear all his will, and humble the foul to habitual
reverence and univerfal obedienze. And the lan-
guage of fcripture is, ¢ Let all the earth fear the
¢ Loorp, and all the inhabitants nf the world ftand
“ inawe of him,” P/al. xxxiii. 8—And Prov. iii. 5, 6,
“ Truft in the Lorp with all thine heart; ard lean
“ not to thine owa underftanding.—In all thy ways
¢ acknowledge him, and he fhall direét thy paths.”
Here let the confcience of every perfon fpeak, does
your faith of Gop /& influence and govern your heart,
and life ? What {fays confcience ? Or do you find
that in fpite of all your belief about .Gop, his power
and prefence, your heart will have its way ? Will
be ftupid, vain and trifling, roving after {fenfual ob-
jects, cold and wandering in the moft facred employ-
ments ? How then dees your faith affet your heart
in a manner anfwerable to the nature of its objeét?
The objet of vour faith now, is the perfetions and
prefence of Jehovah, but your heart is juft as it was,
or would be without fuch belief ; no commanding
folerunity upon it; you can have all your common
thoughts

"N &
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thoughts of Gop, without any effet at all upon
your heart. Are not thefe the fpeaking lineaments
of dead faith ? Now living faith of this objet, purifies
the heart, cleanfes from all filthinefs of flefh and {pirit,
and enables to perfe@ holinefs in the fear of Gop,
2 Cor. vit. 1. There is joy and peace in believing.
He who has not thefe effeéts, has a dead faith, *tis not
the very fubftantiating evidence of its objet as true
faith is, Heb. xi. 1. |
2. BoTH forts of believers fay, that Jesus Curist

15 the only faviour. Dead faith yields a fort of affent
to ail tlie {criptures fay about CHrist, and may fol-
fow him for the loaves, 7. e. for fome worldly or fcl-
fith advantage; it would be thought to believe his
fufficiency, fuitablenefs and excellency, yea, it may
call him the chief of ten thoufands, and altogether
lovely; but they are empty words; for it neither
trufts his fufficiency, nor is pleafed with his fuitable-
nefs, nor loves his excellency. When a falfe believer
goes to his Gop, the medium of his accefs is always
the goodnefs of his heart orlife, paft duties, earneft-
nefs, honefty, the pityablenefs of his cafe, or fome
other perfonal qualification, but never CHrisT’s
merit and righteoufnefs alone. But a chriftian be-
lieves, and fo is governed according to the fcripture
account of that only faviour. Does he fave his peo-
ple from their fins,--he who believes it repairs to him
with all his guilty burdensfor relief. s CHrisT’srigh-
tesufnefs theonly medium of accefs to Gop, and accep-
tance with him, living faith enables to rely or shat, ex-
clufive of ali other placating confiderations. If CurisT
executes the great offices of king, prieft and prophet,
divine faich locis to the firft for zll aéts of power and
fovereign dominion, both to fubdue and deftroy all
its eremies, Yooks to, and depunds on the fcco:}d,
or
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for all pardon and cleanfi..g; and on the laft, for alf
light and teaching. Faith derives all its fin-fubdu-
ing, heart-purifying, foul-enlightening virtues from
the fame CHRr1sT whom it believes to be exalted for
that very purpofe. As achriftian believes him to be
the chief of ten thoufands, he treats him accordingly,
by fupreme affetion, and all-governing regard. In-
deed, choice and delight attend divine faith, in all its
exercifes towards its numberlefs divine objeéts:
‘“ Faith works by love.” Are they, like the firft and
chief of them, all pure; then faith purifies the hearg
Is CurisT the Lorp ftrong and mighty, faith takes
fantuary in all dangers, from all its adverfaries, in
him. As faith fees the will of Gob is cur fanttifica-
tion, fo it fets the Lorp, and his illuftrious examples,
before our eyes, and makes the foul ardent, by every
means, after holinefs, CurisT is * the way” from
all evil, to all good, accordingly he who believes it
can rid himfelf of no f{in, of no penal evil, but by
him ; can obtain no inward blefling or outward re-
lief but by him. Carist 1s * the truth” of all he
pretended, of all ancient types and prophecies, and
of all the foul needs; accordingly faith trufts him
without referve, fees him in the loug train of Mofaic
types, and inall the prophets, and goes to him boldly
with all its wants, In fhort, to them who believe he
1s precious, and fo true faith ftands diftinguithed
from every counterfeit. ¢ The life” thatisin CHrisT
gives being to faith, and all it does, wherein confifts
moft emphatically its eflfential difference from every
other notion of faith.

3. Tuey both profefs to hold the divine prefence,
neceflary and univerfal efficacy of the Holy Ghoft,
in all fpiritual and evangelical productions. A falfe
profeflor holds the indwelling of the fpirit of Gop, as

| the
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the common privilege of chriftians, and can fay for it,
“ if any man have not the fpirit of Cumrist, he 1s
none of his,” Rom. viii. g :—and yet he can be eafy,
year after year, in a total eftrangement to him, and
ignorance of his efficacies. He fancies himfelf to be
taught by the word of Gow, which never gives di-
vine knowledge, but as the Holy Ghoft invigorates
it for that purpofe, and without which that fpirit does
never fo teach. He hopes, however, he has fome
{frpall meafure of the fpirit, (and fmall mieafures will
f;ve them who defire none) becaufe e is fober,
performs duties, and has fome concern abouv his foul ;
and efpecially if providence fmiles upon him, and he
has fome unexpelted deliverance, and profperity,
then he hopes this unfeen blefling is fomewhere about
him; and he is much eafier with thefe deluded fup-
pofitions than he would be if he really thought the
Holy Ghoft was there.~‘Whereas true faith gives
fenfe of impotenc- nopeleflnefs to every divine
efficacy with him : Knows ’tis by the {pirit of Gop
that all its works are wrought, And accordingly,
a chriftian opens to him, relies on him for all manner
of divine efficacy with the word, its only immediate
meaii; and he has an(werable experience, according
to the variety of the word, and the needs of his heart
and life, for he has ¢ received not the {pirit of the
world, but the fpirit which is of Gop, that he might
know the things which are freely given him of Gop,”
1 Cor. ii. 12. And thefe are not rare things, but
matters of daily and hourly experience with a chrif-
tian, and fo his faith affeCting him anfwerably to its
obje&, determines it the only gofpel faith. But this
is fuch a fort of an affair, unnatural to mankind, that
it may be afked, how fhall I know whether I have
the Holy Ghoft dwelling in me, according to the
promife of CHrisT, or not ? ANSWER,
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Axswer.~1, The indwelling of the {pirit,is only
manifeft by the indwelling of bible truth, if therefore
fcripturs trath dwells with you, and is wrought into
the temper and habi uf your mind, ’tis the alone
work of the Holy Ghoii, and the (tated evidence of
his indwelling, Sobi 41, 38, 39.—1 Fobn i 27.

2. Or confequence, if all ungodlinefs, and efpe-
cially your owr, is tl.e obje@ of your habitual aver-
fion, and the contrary points of holinefs, the objects
of your foul’s bias, ’tis evidence of this indwelling
{pirit, Gal. v. 16, 17.

3. Tue fpirit of CurisT, is a fpirit of prayer, of
praife, and of free and intimate communion with
Gob ; if you have thefe, juft as the bible requires and
defcribes them, ’tis not only evidence he is there, but
’tis the very work of the Holy Ghoft that you feel,
and are actuated by, Epb. vi. 18. Rom. viil. 26, Epb.
V. 18, 19, 20. Fubn xvi. 13, 14.

4. Born thele forts of faith confefs the divine ori-
ginal and autherity of the bible ; agg yet one never
affeéts the reader fuitably to the notion of pure divi-
nity. ‘This is the reafon why multitudes, who if ah
carthly king, or even a natural father, iiould {peak,
threaten, command or promife to thern, they would
receive impreflion anfwerable to the thing fpoken, and
the auchority of the fpeaker; yet wheh they read or
hear the bible, they have no anfwerable effect, gpough
they fay ’tis the word of Gop to them; and fo the
word, not being mixed with faith, never profits them.
Their fouls are not united to the truth they read, and
fo never get the fincere milk of it for nourifhment,
but wither and die in the midft of gofpel plenty; juft
as when the digeftive powers of the {tomach are not
employed on the food received, fo no nourithment

is fecreted, the body muft pine and die. At the
D fame
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fame time living faith, viewing the holy book as 4
fountain of truth and light, the foul derives atual
nourithment, feels its quick and powerful virtues,
and 1t proves to be zbe word of Gop, by working effec-
tually in them that believe. But to fee the diftinc-
tion, we fhould be a little more particular; and fay,

1. THERE are inthe word of Gop, commands, both
moral ones, founded in the nature of their cafes,
and enforced by divine authority ; and pofitive ones,
founded only in the will of Gop. Dead faith
owns all this, but never affets the reader with
any commanding fenfe of authority inthe precept, or
yielding fubjeétion in his heart. Whereas by true
faith the mind fees authority and majefty, as well as
reafon and goodnefs in the command, and is bowed
to unfeigned obedience, and fo the werd or the Lorp
is powerful,

2. THERE are alfo in the word of Gop, promifes,
both abfolute. ones, without any condition, becaufe
they contain the grft qualifications, and are therefore
the only fountain for thofe who have none; and con-
ditional ones, which convey their goods to thefe ac-
tually furnithed with their condition. An ungodly
believer reads thefe as he does other fcriptures, but
has no {enfe of the rich treafures lodged in them, nor
does his faith ever fcize upon them, and draw them
out. ¥le reads about the covenant of grace, which
1s compofed of thefe great and precious promifes, but
he regards it not as a fummary of the loving-kindnels
of the Lorp propofed tohis foul ; nor does ever bow
to its bands, or tafte its fweetet mercies. Whereas
in all thefe is the life of true faith; and unlefs thefe
gracious words of the covenant and its promifes, with
their divine certainty, had been the foul’s relief, it
muft have perithed iz many an adverfity.

3. THERE
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3. Tuere aredodrines alfo, by which the man of
Gop may be thoroughly furnithed to every good
work. To thefe true faith gives heed as to the in-
ftructions of its Gop, its father, and its friend. By
thefe a true believer is made light in the Lorp, and
wife unto falvation. They are a light to his feet,
and a lamp to all his paths.—But they are daily a fa-
vour of death unto death to a dead believer, *T'is
with this fort of people, as of old with Ferufalem, the
woras of their peace are before their eyes, but the
things of rheir peace, contained in thofe words, are
totally hidden from their eyes, Luke xix. 42.

4. THERrE are ftories, examples, and penalties ia
the word of Gop, by which the different forts of pro-
feflore are very differently affeéted.  Divine faith fees
the whole moral fyftem aéted out in the two former,
as it were, in inftances before its eyes; and fo {eeing
the will of Gop illuftrated 1n them, 1s furnithed with
patterns for heart and life. It fees in thefe ftories and
examples fcripture promifes made out in faéls, to
faith of its doctrines, and obedience of its commands ;
and the penaltics as furely exccuted on the want of
both. But dead faith though it may be amufed and
diverted by them, never takes thefe admonitions. or
gets fuch divine wifdom from them. And the fcrip-
ture ftiles them fools, who though they have fo great
a price in their hand, have no heart to improve it:
fo the eftet produced by faith determines 1ts kind.

5. Tuese two forts of faith agree in fome fort of
affent to the morality of the fabbath ; that fixed me-
morial of creation and redemption; that pitture of
foul-reft in CurisT now, and of endlefs reit with him
in glory. Profefling ciiriftians, in general, allow the
whole day 1s the I.orp’s; but dead faith is fo little
affeCted with its divine defignation, that if intereft

or
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or humour calls, if pleafing example, cuftom, ot
company requires, in front of his belief, the profqﬁ'or
can infringe upon its borders, trifie with its obliga-
tion, and ferve himfelf with it, in thought, if not
slfo in word and deed. If he efcapes the civil lafh,
and popular cenfure, ’tis well enough; and yet affirms
the facred precepts about it, and the dreadful effects
of its prophanation. Whereas belief of the holinefs
of the fabbath, will difpofe and bind the heart to be
in temper, and praétice juft what it is in profeffion.
Both thefe forts of profeflors read, and allow the di-
vinity of that remarkable rule for fabbatizing in the
fifty-eighth of Ifaiab, and twolaft verfes; and on< of
them feels divinely bound to act it out fincerely ;
they of this fort make a bufinefs of it, not in fhew
enly, but in {pirit, to keep holy the fabbath day,
While the other never goes much further than ap-
“pearances, and often in them vifibly defective. Hence
the wide difference fo evident among profeflors about
fan&ifying the fabbath.—And to their different mea-
fures very different confequences correfpond; the one
fort has acceptance with Gop, the other has none;
the one has peace on this head, the other has none;
one isa {weet favour unto Gop, the other a ftench;
becaufe to one fort the fabbath is a wearinefs, and their
hearts tired with its reftraints, fay, ‘ when will it be
gone ?” While the other does more than ¢all it a'de-
light; ’tis to them *¢ the holy of the Lorp and ho-
norable.” And thefe employ the day, in every part,
with a holy mind, and heavenly bufinefs; but the
other are always deftitute of both. S$o the former
are approved of Gop, their confcience, and the law,
while the latter are condemned of all. True faith is
always operative, and influences foul and life accord-
ing toits objects ; but other faith is not fo; and this
makes the vifible difference among profeffors. d
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6. Boru forts affirm a neceffity of faith for juftifi
cation in the fight of Gop, and a chriftian both fees
what to believe for that purpofe, and that there is
neceflity of it; but the formalift never fees either,
A believer knows that the merit of what CHrist
did, 1s his only and fufficient {fource of hope ; otherscan
fay it, out they never believe it.  True faith in jufti-
fication always correfponds exattly to the divine tefti-
mony concerning CurisT; fuch an atonement, fuch
a righteoufnefs, the fenfible {inner feels need of, and
this Gop requires him to believe; and he who finds
himfelf all-finner, and all he can naturally do, all-
Sinful, will rejoice at fight of a righteoufnefs, to per-
fection fufficient of itfelf, and wrought out on purpofe
for the believing finner ; on this he trufts alone, by
this he is made juft, and on this fcore exclufively he
has abundant acceptance. True faith always has the
thing it believes, and produces the genuine effe&, -
Heb. xi. 1. Rom. v. 1, &¢c. but dead faith gives no
divine pofieflion, produces not one divine effet ; fo
the believer is blefled with faithful Abrabam, the
other remains the fame that he was. But it may be
faid, ¢ juftification is to me a dark affair ; how fhall
I know whether I am juftified or not 2”

Answer.—1. Juftification is not a matter of ex-
perience ; ’tis a great change, but ’tis merely relative.
It lies not in the frame of the mind, but in the rela-
tion, which the perfon as a finner bore to a righteous
Gop, and hislaw. All the.claim a finner has on Gop,
1s wrath ; allthe title he has in law, is curfe. Now,
in juftification, that claim, and this title are totally
folved ; his relation to Gop and the law, as a finner,
is made wholly void ; fo he is dead to the law, that
he might, in confiftence with the law, be made alive
unto Gop. Juftification therefore is the abfolving
{fentence of the judge. a. By
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2. By the gofpel method of faving men, no per.
fon is juftified, but upon knowledge of his hopelefs
ruin, as has been thewn, in every way, but by Curisr,
and what he has done; for only by fuch knowledge
is the natural preventive of faving faith removed ;
“ the whole don’t need a phyfician.” Doubtlefs,
theretore, if thou haft never yet fo come in fight of
thy own felf, thou are ftill unjuftified : For with Gop,
only the poor and needy find mercy.

3. JusTiFicaTiON is naturally followed with free.-
domn of confcience. In a ftate of {in, the confcience
is always in bondage by guilt, which is its own feel-
ing, that it muft fuffer for doing wrong. This fel
neceflity of fuffering, takes its life and ftrength from
Gop and the law ; but the finner’s relation to Gobp
and his law, as a finner, is made void in juftification ;
of confequence the confcience muft be freed from its
guilty bond :---¢ Being juftified by faith, we have
peace with Gop ;” < e. the account is fettled with
the avenger, by wuat Carist did, now imputed ;
whereas to his own view, he always knows he 1is the
finner ftill.

4. JusTiFicaTiON 1s always followed by fanétifi-
cation. Sanétification don’t confift in outwardly do-
ing right ;3 but it confilts in fuch purifying of the
confcience, as knowledge of divine objeéts neceflarily
makes ; ¢ beholding his glory we are changed :”
which objeéts are no {ooner inown than loved, and fo
give {pring to all praltical holinefs. Juftification is
in order of nature, but not of time, before fanétifica-
tion ; * whom he juftified, them he glorified,” by
bgginning, their heavenly holinefs at the fame time.
As foon as Gop cauied Yofbua's iniquity to pafs from
him, his filthy garments were taken off, and he
was cloathed with change of raiment, Zech. iii. 4.

Juftification
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Juttification is inftantly perfeét, but fan&ification only
“then begins, and increafes to perfection in glory.
True faith, juft as it is, the fubxancc of thefe things,
effetuates the defign of them, in the believer; in
every point of which efficacy, it is entircly diftin-
guithed from all other faith,

7. THE fubjeéts of living and dead faith both fay
there is an inlJepamble connection between holinefs
and happinefs: But they differ widely in their notions
of both parts of the connettion. They alike read
and profefs, that ¢ the pure in heart thall fee Gop 3"
and the believer knows what that purity of heart is,
as it ftands diftinguithed from the moft religious
outward life in the world ; he knows alio the con-
nected certainty of feeing Gop, and what it means,
and that the connection takes place now, or never.
Accordingly he hungers and thirfts after righteoof-
nefs; cries out of the opprefiion of fin ; longs for
more purity, as the only way in which to enjoy Goo,
the fum of all his happinefs.—He wars againft the
firft rifings of fin in his heart, and his only relief from
it, is in fight of atoning blood, from which alone
{prings up repentance and a fight of pardon.—His
prayer is, let the Lord [peak, and make my heart found
1% all thy flatutes, then (ball I not be afbamed. W hereas
other profeflors, if their lives are outwardly regular,
in their own fenfe, they are well enough ; holy
enough ; and if they can but make up an indolent
kope-fo, they are happy enough. As to fuch happi-
neis as conlfifts in the light of Gop, they put all that
to the account of another life. So differently are
they aftected by their faith. |

THESE two forts of chriftians differ widely in their
notions of good works ; both hold a neceflity of them,

but one fort know they muft be the produce of living
faith ;
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faith ; in this fenfe is true, * the living, the living,
they praife thee, the dead praife thee not.” They
who believe, maintain good works, Tiz. iii. 8 ;—while
the other fort fet down for fuck, all their fober, well-
meant, religious altions, if not fome others. To
make a good work, the firft fort confider the origi-
nal, motive, and view of an ation ; the other, only
the feeming beauty of the thing done, regardlefs of
its internal qualities, or relation to the law. Hence
arife feveral obfervable events.

1. Some profeflors, though they know their lives
and manners are unexceptionable enough, yet can’t
be eafy with themfelves, gecaufc they don’t fee Gop,
and feel the divine life 3 their views are low and fen-
fual, the love of Gop is not fhed abroad in their
hearts, nor they governed by faith, ’tis diftrefling,
and they cannot be eafy. Others, in the mean time,
though they fee and feel none of thefe things, as in-
deed they never do ; are eafy and happy, as long as
they can keep up their ufual regularity and hope-fo’s,
This is their holinefs, and their fenfe of it is their
happinefs : *¢ Verily they have their reward.”

2. Some profeflors areever apttobe jealousof their
hearts, left, after all, they fhould be fome way fe-
duced and deceived by them ; they have a watchful
eye over them, they dare not truft them. Indeed
for want of a fight of divine grace, are often fearful
to admit the moft precious things of the everlafting
covenant, for their comfort and relief. While others
are forward enough, very forward to catch a piece at
wifdom’s table, without regard to order ; if they can
get hold of a promife, no matter by what right.
This is a reafon why the pureft gofpel-preaching is no
more ufeful; Gon’s people are often fhy to take the
full latitude of its bleflings for their help; and falfe

profeffors




( 33 )
feffors will apply them for their hardening. The
ifciples all faid, ¢ Lorp isitl,” except Fudas,--Mark
WM. 19.

3. Soms profeflors, in time of trouble, run fpeedily
to the throne of grace, to the fect of mercys they fay
each, ¢ it isthe Lorp, what wouldft thou have me
to do?” and hear him fay, ¢ by this fhall the iniquity
of Facob be purged, and this is all the fruit, to take
away his fin.” Then comes prayer, ¢ Logp humble
me! cleanfe my foul, and heai me!” And thep,
¢ remove thy ftroke away from me.” Bur others fly
only ro means, to fchemes, in which to termirate their
hopes. Or they fitdown and fay, ¢ ah | ’tis the com-
mon lot of all men, and we muft take our chance
with the relt.”

4. Some profeffors heartily prefer the clofeft gof
pel preaching, they feek and prize it, and the more
diftinguifthing it is, the beiter. PButwith others he is
the beft and moft agreeable preacher, who dwells in

nerals ; trorbles not their ears with thofe nice and
g:art-di&urbing diftinétions. Their hopes are fair,
gnd their hearts areealy, and they choofe to have them
kept fo. If finners are alarmed, they are difturbed 3
if faints rejoice, their envy rifes. Indeedif all is quiet,
ghey are well, but if Ziom profpers, they repine:
And if they themfelves are urged with downright
bible truth, they will not bear it. Yet all the while
holding they are finners, and mult be holy, or ne
Bope of heaven. So totally deftitute of any thing ane
fwerable to thetr belief, are all falfe believers.

8. ALL profefs to believe a future judgment and
roproaching eternity. And with forme their faith
mhakes them real, prefent things, and they are fuitably
affccted with them. They have a view to the coming
of the Lorp, in all their ways ; and to live like dying

B and
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and accountable perfons for all they do and fay,
For ¢ he that hath this hope purifieth himfclf, even
as he is pure,” 1 Fobn iit. 3. But others know they
‘muft dic, and after that come to judgment ; yet they
live on, in purfuit of fenfual objects, corn, wine, oil 3
crying peace, peace, 'till fudden deftruction comes
upon them. They are concerned about many things,
but keatt of all how to know Curist, and be found
in him.---Of all this, the lives of the multitude are a
flagrant proof ; they hold thefe truths in their unrigh-
teoufnels, and on them is the wrath of Gop revealed,
Vain men ! fays St. Fames, ¢ can faith faye you ?” -

III. Twe thirdand laft crial propofed was, true faith
produces juft {uch effeéts as the fcriptures afcribe to
true faith.---But rot one of them does any other faith
produce.

1. Onz notable effe@ which the feriptures afcribe
to divine faith is, that by mean of it a finner is made
a juft perfon in the fight of Gop. And yet ’tis not
poflible any altion of a finner’s heart thould do this;
ror then ’tis fomething in that aét, which gives it
its divine worth and efficacy.® And if any at done
by a foul can from its own goodnefs and value juftify
a finner before Gop, there was no need of Curist,
according to Gal. ii. 21. This wouid make faith a
work of the law, by fuppofing that act of the finner,
had in itfelf, fome quality anfwerable to the nature
and delign of the law, which is an abfurdity in terms,
a natural impoflibility ; upon which therefore, and
upon all fuch fuppofed works, the infpired apoftle
fixes defpair of juitification, Rom. iii. 20. Faith then
juftifies a finner only as the perfection of Curist’s
lawful righteoufnefs is its matter or thing believed.
The cafe 1s this.---When a perfon is brought to fee

himfelf all-finner, Gop makes him believe what the
bible
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bible fays about Curist as the divine faviour, by
thewing him the truth of it, which he never would,
or could fee before; for fairh is the gift of Gob,
only to fuch as fee themielves.” In this believing,
Gob juftifies him, while vet ungodlv, Rem. iv. 5. By
accounting that perfect righteoufnefs which Curisr
wrought f%r finners, to this perfon, as he always faid
he would to fuch as believe it. And then, on the
fame account, he purifies his confcience, and takes
him for one of his own people, Epb. 1. 4to 7. So
he is faid to be juttified by faith, becaufe it could not
be done ’till he believed the juftifying truth.  But na
fooner does he believe the truth, than that truth fets
his foul at liberty : ¢ Thetruth fhall make you freo.”
Now this faith actualiy operates juft {o to the {inner,
as the f:.ipture faid it would. But there is no other
faith which is capable of producing any fuch effect.
2. THE {criptures afcribe our title to all new-cove-
nant goods, to faith. Believers are all the children
of Gop by faith, Gal. iii. 26. They are heirs to all
divine bleflings by faith, Epb. 11. 8. Their whole
falvation with all its mercies, 1s through faith, 2 Tim.
iii. 15. Whereas dead faith has no utle, but to that
wrath which is revealed againt 1ts own uarighteoui-
nefs. Bur to beparticular; . ~
- 1. A sELIEVER has right to the favour and accep-
tance of Gop.-~-That believing f{inners have divine
rights the unerring word affirms.---7obz 1, 12, * As
many as received him, to them gave he exonfian right,
tekna Theou genefpbai, 1o be chudren or Gon.”  KRew.
Xxii. 14, ** They thatdo his commandments,” which
is the cafe of believers only, ¢ have right to the tree
of life,” 7. e. to CurisT and all his benefiss,. The
word is exouffla. And by the faine right they enter
in through the gates, to enjoy all the privileges ;?f
the
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the holy city. ‘Their right by heirfhip is alfo very fas
miliar in the gofpel ; ¢ if children, then heirs.” The
word is kleeronomoi, for they hold by law all chat is
iven them : Therefn: o, ¢ keirs of Gop, and joing
ﬁcirs with Curist,” whofe is the pofleflion and dif-
r-ibution of all things. In the fame fenfe believers
“ inherit the promifes,” have and hold them by right
of heirthip ; fo cthey have * an inheritance among all
them that are fantified.”---And fo every believer
“¢ inherits all things.” Two things naturally prevent
men of thefe rights ; one is, the fubje& is a willing
finner, always fins with all his heart. . But this pre-
ventive is removed entirely, when, upon fight of
CurisT, he is enabled to believe the lawful righteouf.
nefs of the gofpel: and when thereupon, by imputa.
tion, it becomes his own. For thereby he is pers
fe&tly juftified, and inftantly begins to be made holy.
And though he will never have any lawful holinefs,
naturally his own ; yet CurisT having engaged by
covenant to maintain and promote his fan&ification
to final glory, this believer 1s admitted into chriftian
vights, as if he was a true naturalfon. His rights alfo
gre more {ure, and more happifying, than if he was
naturally a true fon. The other thing which natu.
rally excludes from thefe rights, is, the unfatisfied de-
mands of injured juftice and the law. But thefe
Curist has fully anfwered, by atonement equal ro
their nature. There remains, therefore, nothing, on
the part of juftice, or the law, or on the part of the be.
Yiever, to keep him out of favour ; and he may now,
hourly claim acceptance in the name and right of his
redeemer, transferred to him, inviolably confirmed
on him through believing. So now, ¢ he who was
afar off, is made nigh by the blood of CHrisT.”<--* He
is our peace, who has made both one, having broken
down
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down the partition, and abolithed the enmity.” - Of
eonfequence, ** Gop is not athamed to be called the
believer’s own Gop and father.” Accordingly his
conftant language 1s, ¢ come unto me,” ** walk
with me;” ¢ afk what ye will and it fhall be done,”
“ truft 1n me nothing doubring,” *‘Iwill give thee the
defires of thine heart.” ¢ I have loved thee with an
everiafting love,” ¢ I will never leave thee nor for-
fake thee;” ¢ but will deliver thee in fix t-oubles
and in feven ;” nay, ¢ all things fhall work together
for thy good.” Believers are not at liberty to ufe
thefe rights or not, but are bound to claim accom-
phfhments s doa.v thou baf} faid " ¢ fulfill the word
on which thou haft caufed me to hope.” But dead
faith is as ftrange and ignorant to all thefe things, as
an infant to phxlofophy, or a pagan to the love of
Gop; and never comes nearer than, * what haft
thou to do to take my covenant into thy mouth ”

2. Farru has title to all neceffary temporal goods.
For this, Gop has engaged his infallible truth, ¢ ve-
rily thou fhalt be fed,” Pfa/. xxxvii. 3.---¢ All thefe
things fhall be added unto thee.”--- Truft in him and
ke fhall bring it to pafs.”- -*“ He fhall give thee the
defires of thine heart.”---* He healeth all thy difeafes,
redeemeth thy life from deftru@ion, crowneih thee
witk loving-kindnefs and render mercies, and fatis-
fieth thy mouth with good things,” P/al. ciii.  Yea,
no goed thing will he withhold from faith. Bur it

may be faid, where then 1s faith to be tound ? For
who, or where is he, who is thus bleffed with good
things ?

Answer.—1. You mufl not judee of the r ~hts of
faith by every defe@, or outward want of 1ts {.bieéts 5
but by the exprefs letter of its grants, mace ar.d fe-
cured to.it in the cavenantof truth. :
S 2. You
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2. You are not to judge every profeflor to be s
true believer 3 norany an unbeliever, merely for fome
outward trouble or want, for the poor in this world
are often rich in faith, and their portion is fafe and
fure, though not all yet dealt out.

3. But if any man is lacking in the f{piritual mer-
cies of the covenant, ’tis evidence he is lacking in
faith, to which thefe divine rights are all fecured.
But if he be needy of outward goods, ’tis no evidence.
he has not fuch, and all fuch as are neceffary, good,
and beft fer bim, at prefent,

4. He who would experience more of thefe rights
of faith, muft underftand, believe, and put to trial
what our Lorvp teaches— Matt. xvi. 24 to 26, ¢ If
any man will come after me,” and fo find what his
joint heirfhip with me imports, ¢ let him deny him-
felf, and take up his crofs.” ‘This is chriftianity;
faith firft took place in total felf-denial, and ever after
pines, or prevails, on the ufe or difufe of this cardinal
doctrine 5 the old rule ftill ftands as good as ever,
‘“ according to thy faith beit unto thee.” And fo it
comes to pafs, that as ofren, and in the fame degree,
as a chriftian fecks, or indulges his fenfual or felfilh
life, he lofes in the life of faith ; on the contrary,
juft fo much as is ceded to this, is loft to that.

5. ON the whole, the rights of faith are all certain-
ties, ¢ ye fhall afk what ye will and it fhall be done.™
The defires and prayers of fa.th, (and truly no other
ever reach the cars of a covenant Gop) are filial,
““ not my will, but thine be done.” Accordingly he
who kncws what, when and how, is beft, has referved
the execution of all the rights of faith to himfelf, that
they may certainly all take place, infallibly and uni-
verfally, according to his covenant engagements, that
no believer may ever be athamed, world without Iflnd.

er
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Here is the patience of faith, waiting the will of Gon,
in every thing, as the hufbandman for his harveft,
And here is one inftance of the affurance of faith, al-
ways knowing that in due time we fhall reap, if we
famt not. Indeed, as a Go of nature, he gives food
to the ravers, and fends his fun and rain on the un-
juft; but as a covenant Gop, in which chara&er ef-
pecially faith has to do with him, the rule is, * tbau
wilt prepare thetr beart, a°d caufe thine ear to bear.
But men generaily ﬁndmng many things flow from the
Gob of nature, as fuch, care not on what right they
come; fo a covenant Gon is not in all their thoughts ;
thefe at beft are dead believers,
Fartu has right to deliverance from troubles,
« Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver
thee, and thou fhalt glorify me.”---** Many are the
afflictions.of the righteous, but the Lorp delivereth
him out of them 4/l.” On fuch truth, faith fixes, and
1s fure of deliverance ; but as to when and how, is
never fure beyond the letter of a promife. If the
chriftian is prepared with patient faith, and fo with
mortification, or felf-denial, enough to improve des
liverance to the purpofes of the promxfc, he may ex-
pect it fpeedily, becaufe ¢ he will exalt them in due
time, 1 Pet. v. 6.---So true faith has harbour, and
anchor-hold by which to ride out every ftorm ; whisc
dead faich, eafy ’ull trouble comes, is torced to fink,
or ﬂy like chaff before the wind. ~
Farru has right to fpiritual mercies here and
hereaftcr ---*¢ Grace and glory, and no good th&ng will
he withhold from thofe who walk upnghtly The
extent of faith’s claims is the letter of the promifes,
and fo for things not named there, it fays, ¢ if the
Lorp will, we thall live and do this, or that.” Yet
en fpuritual goods elpecially, faith may infift, knowing
alrcady

Mowe.. .
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already that the will of Gop is our fanétification,”
and that "ts his good pleafure to give us the kingdom,
Whereas dead faith infifts on temporal goods, and he-
fitates only about fpirituals.

- 3. THe fcriptures afcribe affurance to faith-.-¢¢ Let
us druw near in full affurance of taith, Heb. x. 22.
Now as faith is a believing the {cipture account of
things, fo the affurance of faith, is the fenfible clear-
Yefs and ftrength of the evidence, on which faith in
ghat cafe ftands. Therefore the apoftle, Col. ii. 2,
calls it be full affurance of underfianding. Confequently,
. 1. Assurance of faithis not affurance of our own
good or fafe eftate. Such aflurance cannot in itfelf
be diftinguithed from a falfe confidence, and if it
could, would generally be of little continuance, and
lefs ufe ; nor does the fcripture ufe the word in this
fenfe at all. [/, xxxii. 17, fpeaks of CHRIST’S righ-
teoufnefs, the confequent peace with Gop, and the
fenfible certainty of the things believed. As to
§ Jobr iii. 19, it {fpeaks of the aflfurance of hope,
which fuppoles the affurance of faith as above de.
feribed. ’Tis as evident,

2. TuAT in cafe of true faith, there is always as
much affurance as faith, never more, never lefs, For
faithis knowledge of divine objeéts,orthings believed,
and the evidence of truth in that cafe, makes faith’s
affurance.---So they muft agree, and be infeparable.
So the gofpel came to the Theflalonians, in much
affurance or fenfible cereainty, as to its matter, 1 Tef.
1 5.

2. "T1s as evident that hope, and its aflurance,
of which in Heb. vi. 11, ditfer much from the cafe of
fwith. Chriftian hope rifes from a fenfe of intereft in,
er title to, thofe matters of promife which are objeéts
of faith ; and the affurance of hope, is the fenfible

certainty
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certainty of fuch interelt. Hence this is the grand
objet of felf-examination ; therefore the apoftle, in
the laft-mentioned text, direts us to give diligence
to have our hope clear. Experience makes hope,
"Rom. v. 4, but notfaith ; and this hope maketh not
afhamed, becaufe the love of Gop is i1hed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Ghoft which is given to us:
Of thefe dead faith knows hothing at all. -
4. THE fcriprures afcribe to %aith, a remarkably
humbling virtue. It beholds the glory of the Lorp,
and in the light of it thews the perfon to himfelf, ¢ in
‘thy light, we fee light.” Hence nothing more na-
tural co a chriftian, than, ¢ behold I am vile.” In
this, true and falfe faith differ, one has as much hum-
blenefs of mind, as it has of believing ; theother has
juft fo muchreligious pride. To one, afmile of Gob
is the only mean of humbling ; only the fuppofition of
it, with the other, is the food of its pride. Suppofed
appearances of grace and love of Gob, have always
jutt fo contrary effefts on them. The one always
claims fome goodnefs of heart of its own, the other
never; fo one has boafting, the other none. The
fubjeét of the one is always bad encugh in himfelf
to be condemned now, the other always too good.
Therefore with the one, the judgments of Gop are
right, but with the other, toe hard. |
5. THE fcriptures afcribe to faith a peculiar effi-
cacy to pleafe Gop.---¢ Without faith ’tis impoflible
to pleafe him, Heb. xi. 6. True faith hearkens to
his voice, receives his teftimony, regards his honour,
trufts his truth, does his will, and thefe are its life and
only delight; not one of which is true of any other
faith, Nothing is more natural to the former than
“ thy will be done.” The other always refifts the
manifeft defign of the will ng Gon. Theons fubmits
, te
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to his currelting hand, the other fubmits and pleafes
in nothing, ** he is angry with the wicked every day.”

6. THe {criptures afcribe to faith a purifying vir-
tue, ¢ beholding his glory, we are changed into the
fame image.” It affimulates the foul to its objeéts ;
and of courfe, begets felf-loathing, and abhorrence of
every fenfual tate. Thence the believer’s prayer is,
“ cleanfe me, O Lorp, from fecret faults;” ¢ purge
me with hyflop, that I may be clean.” Dead faith may
occafion a reformation of life, though, in that, its influ-
ence is from f{elfith views; but it never makes evan-
gelical purity, becaufe it never fees evangelical ob-
jects, the only patterns of, and incentives to holinefs.

7. THe fcriptures afcribe to faith, a divine life
and fpiritual growth.--- I live by the faith of the fon

of Gob,” Gal ii. 20, and  your faith groweth ex-

ceedingly,” 2 Thef. i. 3.---So now, a chriftian becomes
fruitful in every good work, and increafes in the
“knowledge of Gob, only through believing. ’Tis
by faith that he grows in grace, and in the love of
Gon; and fo goes from faith to faith, gets clearer
views of Gob, and confequently more felf-emptying
experience of himfelf; and fo grows up toward the
ftature of fuch as be perfe&t. Whereas dead faith,
never having divine life, can never divinely grow ;
hence the evident difference in point of life, {piritu-
ality, and growth among vifible chriftians.”

8. THe fcriptures afcribe to faith, a ftrange power

to bear up under trials. Faith is fo the fubftance,
and prefent evidence of the glorious power, and fuf-
ficiency of Curist, thatit ¢ ftrengthens wich all might,
in the inner man, unto all patience and long-fuffering
with joyfulnefs,” Col. i. 11. This ftrength and fups
port to the believer is by the fpirit of truth, Eph.
iil. 16.---So that he can endure as fecing him who s

| invifible,
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invifible, Heb. xi. 27. He has fenfe of a prefent
Gop, “ lo I am with you;” and fo of his righteoufnefs
and mercy, his encompafling arms, his wifdom to or-
der, and his fovereign power to {ave, with the never-
failing truth of his covenant engagements, toiffue
this trouble for fome divine purpofe, ¢ all things
fhall work together for good.” Faith can’fee a ne-
ceflity of this trial, in this manner, and at this time,
*“ if need be yearein heavinefs.” It knows there is
a kind defign, ¢ whom I love I rebuke and chaften.”
Hence a chriftian can approve his troubles, ¢ ’tis
ood for me that I have been afflicted.” In every
urnace of afflition, true faith has one like the fon of
man, ever prefent.. So it can be joyful in tribulation,
and thankful for its kind defign, and precious effects.
While dead faith eithermurmurs er defpairs, is fenfe-
lefs, or fullen under corretion. Hence Gop often
removes their ftroke, faying ¢ why fhould ye be
ftricken any more ? Ye will revolt more and more.”

9. TuE fcriptures teach us that accefs to Gop is
by faith, Epb. iii. 12, ¢ in whom we have boldnefs,
and accefs with confidence, by the faith of him.”
Faith has accefs to Gop in the following cafes.

1. In the habitual views of the mind. A chriftian
knows that Gop, with all his perfections on, 1s where
be is ; ¢ thou Gop feeft me.” He knows the eye of
Gob to fee, his ear to hear, his arm of power to help,
- his mercy to pity, and his tulnefs to fupply, are al-
ways prefent. A believer, confidered in thatcharalter,
knows that he lives and moves, and thinks and fpeaks
in Gop. He can truly fay, ¢ Tam not alone, becaule
the father is with me.” And yet he is no more ter-
rified than the bufh was burnced ; but has clofe accefs
“to him, fight and fenfe of him.  1le lives, and walks,
end works, in fellowthip with Gop, 1 Fobu 1. 4, This

13
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is the life of the believer’s life; but the thought of it
is deadly, to dead faith.

2. IN ejaculatory communion.---The living chrif-

tian is ever, now and then, whifpering in the ear of his
Gop, * Oh for more holinefs! Oh to have this
¢ heart, nature, humour, paffion, more mortified
¢ through knowledge of thy glory ! Oh for direction
“ in my way, for ordering my affairs, for help in this
< duty, for fupport in this trial, for ftrength to en-
“ dure this hardfhip!” True faith has ever fome-
thing to fay to its Gop, pleading, praifing, confef-
fing, or fomething; and fomething to hear from him
in his word, by the fpirit the: >of, teaching, quicken-
ing, reproving, and fuch like. They whowalk in the
light, as Gob is in the light, have conftantly {fuch
tellowfhip one with another, 1 Fobn. 1. 7 ;---that is,
HE and they,
3. In devolving Leavy burdens upon him.—¢ Caft
thy burden upon the Lorp, and he fhall fuftain thee.”
Many a time the chriftian’s heart muft fink under
its prefling weights, of fin, cares, bufinefs, or afflic.
tion, if it were not for this relief. But faith fecing
room and reafon for it, and finding abfolute need,
delivers over its concerns according to the precept,
and finds relief according to the promife. Dead faith
can only eafe the heart by fight of natural means, or
{uppofed prevalence of fome perfonal confideration
with Goo, or by a mere indolent prefumption of a
favourable iffue.

4. In fpecial duties, whether publick, fecret or
private.—~Faith has dire&tly to do with Gop in duties,
by it the foul comes to its feat, and orders its caufe
there. It comes to Gop himfelf, leaning on the be-
loved, and receives inftru&ive anfwers from his word

and works, While dead faith plays off, with its
long




long dry forms and tools, and receives no anfwers,
but from imagin _.cion, or pre-conceived defign.

6. In fudden and unforefeen occurrences.—Whe-
ther they are profperous or adverfe, faith inftantly
fays, ¢ *Tis the Lorp, let him do what feemeth him
good.” It can bid welcome to, and be thankful for,
the moft fudden corre&ive incident, as well as be hum-
bly furprized with mercies. They alike thew that
Gop “ is good, and docth good, and his tender
mercies are over all his works.” Yea, if the believer
fees fecond caufes, or wicked inftruments in his
affliCtion, he knows they may defign evil by it, but
that Gop means it for good. True faith will kifs
the rod, and love the humbling ftroke; in all which
dead faith is juft the reverfe of it.

10. Anp laftly.—Chriftian faith is vi&torious faith.
¢ This is the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith,” 1 Fobn v. 4. Faith prefents fuch reality
and excellency in divine objeéts, as attraéts the mind
away from things of fenfe, and fairly folves their
ftrong dominion. ’Tis faith raifes the chriftian above
the world, and daily carries him, with a gentle gale,
over the frowns, the fmiles, and fhifting changes of
the creatures. By this his corruptions are fubdued ;
by this he conquers Satan and the world ; by this he
is fupported in adverfity, prevails at the thrane of
grace, and lives at eafe, amidft all the enemies of his
peace: ¢ For where the fpirit of the Lorb is, there
15 liberty;” ¢ and his foul fhali dwell at eafe.” But
dead faith has either ftupid fecurity, or elfe has bon-
dage through fear of death eternal. Faith has two
feenes to conquer through, viz, this life, and the
hour of death ; in both of which unfailing conqueft
is-already fure from the mouth of Gop, not with de-
fign to anticipate the utmoft exertion of ail its vir-
tues, but to invigorate them, 1. Faln
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1. Farrn has to conquer through the ¢+»n vio-
lence, and the fly intrigues of its numercus cnemies
in the prefent life. For all this, its ftrength and
{kill is hid with Curist in Gop, * our fprings are
all in thee ;” and ¢ our fufficiency is of Gop.” The
believer then may boldly fay, as numerous and mighty
as his enemies are, “ through Gop I can ruth through
an hoft,” and through him ¢ can leap over a wall.”
In this manner have Gob’s people always found their
way through this vale of tears ; the road is the fame,
faith’s enemies ftill the fame, our finful natures, and
2lmighty helper both the fame. Hence the hiftory
of the nature and fituation, the trials and conquefts
of faith, in the facred book, are moft adapt to every
one of us. ’Tis an ignorant miftake in this point,
“to dream that we ftand on a higher ftage of natural
abilities and advantages, than gofpel fubjets a thou-
fand years ago ; it renders the bible of lictle ufe, and
‘damps the heart, and perplexes the path of the bo-
lieving warrior now. If the bible was a collection of
lives and trials, ftrange efcapes, and final joys, of
fome godly perfons in this prefent age, commended
to our certain belief, .and conftant imitation, with
fufficient affurance to us of an equally happy iffue ;
wouid it not feem a more engaging directory than it
is now ? The only reafon muft be becaufe the path
was ftreaked, and all the patterns fet by human na-
ture in its prefent ftate, and in ourown times. Now
faith fees exactly that advantage in the bible as it is;
fees the faéls in the fame point of eafy and engzging
light, fees the examples for our inftru&ion and imi-
tation, equally inftruétive, equally imitable by the
weakeft chriftian. They are fct before us on purs
rofe ““ that he may run that reads;” and fo calcue

ated that ¢ wayfaring men, though fools, fhall not
ery
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err therein,” From this treafury the believer, whats
ever his other circumltances are, may be thoroughly
furnifhed toevery good work.,” From this armoury,
eqaipped for the whole war,—* Lo [ am with you,”
and “ my grace is fuflicient for you,” will make any
believer of them couragious, whatever is his exigen-
cy. Indeed a chriftian needs no more than to believe
Gop, in order to be quite fure of all he can need,
“ there is no want to them that fear him ;” ¢ he is
ever mindful of his covenant,” ¢ and will withhold
no good thing from them who walk uprightly.”
And he has not only faid all we need., but ’ts fure,
“ his word is fettled in heaven,” and ¢ he cannot
deny himfelf.” Thefe things only believed, will make
the {ubject * wax valiant in fight, turning to flight
whole armies of aliens.” It will immediately appear,
that the world and all the creatures, prefent things,
and things to come, are within the rights of living
faith, When ’tis feen to be the word of Gop, * that
all things fball work together for good,” and * ye fhall
afk what ye will, and it fhall be done,” and * no-
thing fhall be impoffible unto you,” &%. then faith
will be victorious in all trials, and not ’till then. Dead
faith can’t be vi€torious in any thing, becaufe it can’t
take the bible for truth, fo can’t affe¢t the fubje

by its {pirit or grace, nor ever does.
2. Diving faith is victorious in death ; there it
conquers the conqueror. The believer, like Szmp-
Jou, and like his faviour, always conquers in death,
and dies in his laft conqueft. Indeed death to a
chriftian is a different thing from what it is to any
other ; while ’tis a cuife to others, *tis a bletled pri-
wvilege to him.  But all the privilege: he hasin death,
he has by what he beiieves ; the faviour’s conqueft
becomes his own by believing it.  He knows death
in
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in no fenfe can have dominion over him, becaufe his
own faviour, has conquered it in every fenfe, and in
right of that conquefty he triumphs. Indeed he
don’t expect to be hyed away, through endlefs tracts
of pathlefs {pace, to a heaven beyond the ftars ; but
as what feparated him- from Gop here, was yielding
to fleth and fenfe ; fo what kept him out of the hea-
venly ftate, was his confinement to this body ; of
courle, releafe from that muft be commencement of
the heavenly ftate, abfent from the body, is to be
prefent with the Lorp, 2 Cor. v. 6, 8. As Gob is
prefent every where, and his immediate enjoyment
1s heaven, fo all, but in the body, is glorious heaven.
Faith fees this, and is fure enough of the blefled
vifion, and glorious enjoyments, the inftant which fuc-
ceeds his diffolution.  In the midft of which Gop has
promifed, and faith enjoys ¢ perfet peace,” ¢ the
mind is ftayed on him.” When nature’s bonds are
loofed, he is at the church of the firft-born in glory ;
the fame inftant faith is {wallowed up in vifion, and
the long ftruggling fpirit lcaping from its own con-
finement into boundlefs day and liberty, leaves the
gafping cottage to the long-proved truth of Gop, for
a glorious refurretion ; then to be refumed with glo-
rious advantage, and everlafting pleafure; itfelf
claiming for Jesus’ fake, the immediate and freely
offered embracements of prefent divinity, and ming-
ling itelf, moft welcome, with angels and the {pirits
of the juft made perfe&, fees the glory, feels the joys,
and fhouts the fongs of that Ferufalem. Now it fees,
in their boundlefs original, the wifdom, power, grace
and love, that made and maintained it, enlightened,
turred and guided it, ftrengthened and preferved i,
from moment to moment, without wearinefs, to-this
never-to-be-finifhed rapture, The chriftian, now **
glorious.

L - e e s e
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glorious, remembers his fins, and worders! Remems
bers his deliverances and comforts, and adores their
native fountain ! Fe fees the glories and the Gop
he loved, aud crowds his harp upon the highe®t key !
He is now in heaven 3 and wherever the fervice of
his dear-loved Maker and Redeemer requires his at-
tendance, whether immediately tracing and adorin
the fearchlefs deeps of holy truth; or fet to guarg

fome pilgrim yet in fleth, Rev. xxil. 9 3 or darting

on behefts to further ftars ; whatever his fpecial em-

ployment is, which doubtlefs is afligned to pleafe and
improve his natural turn of mind, he is in perfet

fatisfaction. And that which crowns every moment

of that exiftence is, ’tis fixed beyond the reach of

change, to the prefent undeceivable adurance of the

inhabitant for ever and ever.

Now let us refle¢t a little on a point fo much out
of common view, and yet of fuch vaft and critical im-
portance. And what does the fubjeét fuggeft more
naturally than,

1. THen he whofe faithis a dead faith is yet in his
fins, andevery moment in danger of endlefs fire, let
his religion, and his hopes be what'they will. He is
a child of wrath by nature, even as others, has as
much need of being renewed and changed as any per-
fon in the world; but his dead faith has done ex-
actly nothing towards it, to this very hour. It may
have deceived him, but it has nct faved him g it may
have given him fttong-groundsd hopes, but it has
given him no well-grounded hopes 3 ¢ thers is a way
which feemeth right unto 2 man, bu: the end thereof
38 death.” This is doubtlefs the cafe with the moft
of people, both old and young, and of every charac-
~ter ; which will abundantly appear, by comparing
-their evident want of genuire chriflian experience,

G ’ with
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with the fcripture charadter of a believer. Dead faith
may feem right to him who has it, in almoft every
thing, but it never anfwers, as face anfwers to face in
a glafs, to the fcripture account of favipg faith. In-
deed he who has it, never brings his faith fairly to
trial in the bible court; ¢¢ ye think (fays our Lorb)
ye have eternal life there, but they are they which tef-
tify of me,” Fobn v. 39. Healways firft admits a fa-
vourable bias to his cafe, and then goes to the bible;
as Luke xvi. 145,---* Ye are they which juftify your-
felves, but Gop knoweth your hearts, for that which
is highly efteemed among men, is abomination in the
fight of God.” So he goes on * deceiving and be-
ing deceived,” ’till he 1s ¢ given up to ftrong delu-
fion, to éelieve alie.” And doubtlefs multitudes go
1ato eternity with this lie * in their right hand,” there-
fore have they ¢ no bands in their death.” Now this
was not faid of abandoned wretches, as iz often fup-
pofed, but of fuch faite hopers, Pfal. Ixxiii. In this
charalter there is a decree of eternity againft him,
“ curfed be the deceiver,” for ¢ he deceiveth his own
heart, his religion is vain.,” The perfon we fpeak of
1S going towards deftruftion every moment; and
though his dead faith makes him hope, ¢ what is the
Yope of the hypocrite when Gop takes away his foul 2”
Reader if this be thy cafe, thou art of thofe ¢ who
think themfelves to be fomething, when they are no-
thing, and deceive themfelves.” Thy dead faith
makes thee eafy, but it can’t make thee fate; it can
harden, butit can’c quicken thee. With a deceived
believer bis hopes make him believe; but with a'
true believer his faith makes him hope. Ifthefe very.
hints don’t at all alarm thee, let it mind thee, thet’
to have confidence without evidence, or hope withoisg
fenfible title, is proof of hypocrify.” ’Tis commen
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with unconverted believers, to hope their faith i

true, but only low and weak ; not confidering tha,
the loweft and weakeft lite of an infant always ftirs,
and‘breathes ; but their dead faith never ttirs, hever
breathes after Gop, holinefs, divine commumon,
or any divine objet as fuch; there is no beauty in
them that they fhould be defired. They want.eafe,
fafety, happinefs, but never want the right fort, never
in the right way. Their relation to Gop is very dif-
ferent from that of chriftians, his wrath was never re-
moved from the former, his love never fhall be from
the latter. To one fort he is a judge and avenger,

to the otherafather, friend, and faviour ; accordingly
dead faith makes afort of fear of Gop, but makes no
love to Jenovam, whnlchvmg faith works all by love,

and cafts out f{lavith fear. To the fubject of dead
faith, let me fay in pity, your faithis not comfortabl“

« there is no peace to the wicked ;” it don’t pleafc
Gop, *¢ he 1s angry with you every day.” It don’c
agree to the bible, becaule ’tis not the work of Gop;
it looks elfewhere for food, for Crrist’s words judge
and condemn it, Fobn xii. 48. It dor’t agree with
the way of falvation by faith alone, it alwa.ys inclines
you to fay, ¢ T have done thus and thus, or been fuch
and fo,” when you think of acceptance; fo never
refts on what Curist has done; fo certain it is that
when vou appear before him, hie will fay, ¢ Ipcver
knew you, depart from me ye curfed.” And don’t
this alarm you"‘ Don’t your own realcn tell you that
“dead faith can’t fave you? Why don’t you ftop and
fay, * what good will this profeffion, or thefe falfe
Bopes do me, fince I am going to appear before
Gop ?” ¢ Had I not better now, “while I have oppor-
tumty, fufpect the worfl, call ull my hopes in quef-

§ iQn, realize my danger, and try to fec myfelf worfe,
1"‘
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as much worfe at heart, than the profane, as my

roud religion has feemed to fet me betore them.”

or truly by this, have you always oppofed and
flighted the believer’s CurisT, and the true {pirit,
and happinefs of the bible. Who knows, but of an
heir of hell, as you certaiuly be now, you may yet
become a chriftian and have everlaiting life # Which
will naturally excite the anxious enquiry,

2. WHaT fhould an uaconveried perfon do, that
he may get-a living faith? Which gives occafion to
obferve, if you ever hear this quefiton anfwered, by
any dire€tions, 20 do, at all, you may at once be {ure,
the aniwer did not come from the bible. Two things
will always make this evident; one 1s, the dire€ed
doer, is already dead, 2 Cor. v. 14--Epb. ii. 5. The
other is, living faith i1s Gob’s gift, Epb. ii. 8.--Phil,
i. 29. Men have natural power as creatures, and by
it may perform aétions, but ’tis not now in the power
of nature to do any thing in the manner in which
the gofpel requires obedience ; ¢ without me ye can
do mothing.” To come to Gop is the work of faith,
therefore fays our Lorp, * no man cometh to the fa-
ther but 2y me”® With this an unbeliever imme-
diately quarrels, although it is as plainly fcriptural as
any thing at ally CarisT  came not to fend peace,
&c.” Mat. x. 34, &c.

vesTioN. Muft an unconverted perfon then, fit
ftill, and profefledly do nothing ; or go on in his fins
allowedly, vexed with plain fcripture ?

Answer.—1. He who don’t fee himfelf as the
feriptures defcribe him, will do nothing of this fors,
viz. coming to Gop, or believing on any confide-
ration.

2. He who does fo fee himfelf, but i8 not pleafed
with it, will work in proportion to his conviction, sl

noching
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nothing fhall hinder him, and he will think himfelf
better than he.was before, in front of plain fcripture,

3. He who has this fight, and is pleafed with it,
which is the cafe only of a believer, knows that he
did nothing evangelically ’till he believed the gofpel,
and that what he did do, was the food of his pride,
and not the relief of his foul,

But you will fay, what fhall be faid to a poor fin-
ner >—Anfwer 1.—Say as the bible does, ¢ The {oul
that fins fhal! die,” and ‘¢ he that believeth not fhall
be damned.”—Say alfo, ¢* CurisT came to fave fin-
ners, even the chief,” and ¢ he that believeth fhall
be faved.” 2.—If he afk for doing, tell him as the
bible does, ¢ the whole law ;” that nothing lefs than
perfeét rightecufme(s can begin to relicve him. Tell
him, if he fit ftill here, he muft die, but in the Lorp
there is righteoulnefs and ftrength too. On the
whole, .

(1.) He mutft fee himfelf, heart and life, juft fuch
as the bible defcribes to be the objefts of Gop’s wrath,
for want of perfect righteoufnefs, which righteoufnefs
he cannot get but by believing,

(2.) He muft fee CurisT, juft as the bible repre-
fents him, in all his own glorious fulnefs of grace and
love, and lawful fulfilling righteoufnefs, and be
brought to reft, peace and pleafurein both thefe views,

(3.) Anp for this purpofe he muft have a faith juft
fach as the bible {peaks of, or never can be faved.

(4.) He may beaflured that on his believing what
the bible fays of Curist and his righteoufnefs, he
fhall be faved ; and that Gop does enable thereto fuch
as$ fee themfclves too vile for any other relief.

3. THERE are a few things which greatly increafe
aur danger of delufion in this great affair. One is,

<hewg i an univerfal natural propenfity in mankind
to
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to work for life; it was an excellency in his original
conftitution, but 13 now his fnare. Another, is as
common a fondnefs for what in matters of religin,
we call our own. A third is, that, as a confequence of
the former, every part of the faving religion, to cor-
rupt nature is all unnatural. The confequence is,
every thing which in matters of religion, refults from
our own minds, as its original, is wrong; and no-
thing bur what derives trom Gobo, through CurisT,
and {o according to fcripture, in matters of religion,
18 to ke depended on ; nor may we without guilt he-
fitate a moment about any thing that evidently does
fo. But then you will fay, ¢ ftra.ght is the gate, and
narrow is the way, that leads tolife,” and, ** no won-
der few there be that find it.” “The delufions which
are made out of this ftate of the cafe are numberlefs ;
we will be confined to two or three generals.

1. UnBELIZVERS generally perfuade themfelves
they do believe.---And they may, in general, look on
the bible as divine, but their belief lacks the above-
mentioned difcriminations of true faith; it has no
fuch divine original, is of nofuch divine efficacy, don’t
agree with the bible-afcriptions to faith. The fub-
jectof true faith always knows it comes from above ;
others don’t, nor ever can know this of their belief,
Living faith,as its charaéter,imports, lives and grows,
which a dead belief does not. It makes delight in
all divine objects, which theirs does not. There are
two texts of fcripture which this fort of believers
cannot take pleafurein; one is, ¢ I will have mercy oa
whom I will have meicv.” The other is, * deparg
from me ye curfed.” And yet they will go on beliew
irl;g contrary to St. Fames, * that their faith can fave

em.”

2. MuLTiTUDES agree that it will not do to wul
e
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to believing only, for :cceptance with Gop; there
muft be concern, or reformation, or duties, or fome-
thing befide barely believing the feripture righteouf-
nefs. And this fulfills the text, Jfa. lv. 8, 9, “ Your
ways are not my ways, as the heaven is higher than
the earth, fo are my ways higher than your ways,”
Juft fo is the way of acceptance with Gop by believing
Curist’s perfect righteoufnefs alone, than the patch-
work way, which can make delufion, and damnation,
but cannot make juftification and falvation ;—as both
St. Paul, and St. Fames bear witnefs, Rom. iv. 3,
Fames ii. 23.

3. AnotHER religious delufion which arifes from
our natural enmity againft the gofpel is, that if faith
alone is the mean of juftification, it muft alfo be the
whole of religion, and fo we will do nothing in obe-
dience to the commands, only believe what CaRrist
has done; and fo we are exactly at the religion which
St. fames had commiffion to deftroy. CrrisT by his
obedience perfeétly anfwered the law as a covenant
of works, and fo paved the way for a finner’s accep-
‘tance, when he relies folely on that medium; confe-
quently, no matter who, or what the finner is, who fo
sclies by faith, * though he were dead, yet fhall he
live.”--.No matter how vile a perfon, or how great a
. Gnner.  But Curist did nothing to the law as arule
- of comrmon living for his people.---Confequently, un-
¢ Jefs they are holy, i. e. ofp ardent choice, obferve and
- obey thelaw in common life, it will prove they are
aot juftified ; but that their faithis the dead fort ; for
enly by fuch works can their pretenfions to faith be
pultified. If faith doesnot produce fuch works, ’tis
e, being alone, Fames, ii. 17.

" g4 WE may in the laft place make fome inferences
frem v hat has been faid, of thofe who have living
| 1. Ye
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1. Ye did not acquire it.---¢¢ Not hy works of
richteoufnefs which we have done, bu. according to
his mercy he faved uy, by the wathing of regenera-
tion, and rencwing of the Holy Ghoft,” Zit. iii. 5.
“ Not tor your fakes do | this, faith the Lorp Gob,
be it known uato you: be athamed and confounded
for your own ways,” Ezek. xxxvi. 32. A fight of
this muikes and maintains humility ; the want of itis
the cccafion and life of religious pride.  And he who
don’t habitually fee it, will fuffer by the latter; as he
who does will be happy in the former.

2. Gon did not do all this for you, becaufe ye were
better than others, The glory of Gob is the beft ob-
je&t of defign for the creator, and all the creatures ;
this may be {ecured by his faving the worlt, rather
than any other. With this view all {cripture exam-
ples concur, as weil as doctrines. There were many
needy widows in Ifrael in the tiize of the famine, but
only to a heathen one, was Elijeb fent. Many le-
pers alfo, but only to a Syrzan was healing given,
Luke wv. 25, 27. At this, they of the fynagogue will
always have wrath; but ’tis evident from the fcri
tures that real finfulnefs is n0 bar to the falvation of
him who believes the divine teftimony about CurisT;
thrugh deligned wickednefs is alway: a qualification
for hell. Confequently, men’s notions of their own
goodnefs may prevent their falvation, but their real
badnefs, duly feen, cannot. Therefore they who are
loaded down with fin and guilt, by coming to CurisT,
i. e. by believing the perfe@ion of his merit with
Gop, are welcome, Matth. xi. 28. And poor pubs
licans, who can fee nothing but badnefs about them,
are accepted, rather than they who truft in themfelvas
thatthey are righteous, Luke xviii. g to 14. If chese-
fore we confider faving grace as taking any l=
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fiom the fubje&t, (which indeed it does not) it would
be his fenfible badnefs beyond any other. And to
this agrees the pointed knowledge of fa& in every
child of Gop in the world.  This was the cafe with
Paul, who fays he was the pattern for them who
fhould afterwards believe unto life, and it muft be
0 in all, that Gop may have the glory of faving fin-
ners, 1 Tim. 1. 1510 17.

3. HEe don’t mainrain his kingdom in you becaufe
you make good ufe of his grace. His favour could
pot turn on fuch a hinge if it was true, grace in fuch
3 cafe, would lofe bu:h its name and nature. The
fa&t is, he ¢« worketh al/ our works in us,” * botn
to will, and to do of his good pleafure,” Phil. ii. 133
which is the apoftle’s grand argument on chriltiansto
duty. Similar to which is that to T#tus, ii. chap. 11to
14. Sothat the believer is a debtorforevery degree of
faith, and forevery duty thereby performed. There-
foreFames fays, iv. chap. 6,&c. He giveth more grace,
viz. to the humble, and thence takes his argument
to urge all manner of duties in the following verfes.
For Ezys Fobn, 1. chap. 16, * of his fulnefs have
we all received,” *¢ and grace” to improve ¢ grace.”

4. THe believer’s province, is to endure, as fecing,
him who is invifible. Gob is a fpirit, and fo his na-
tuge, and all his perfc&tions are hidden to every eye
amo% %“a but that of faith, But of believers it is
faid, °¢ we all, with open tace, beholding asina glais”
* (a looking-glafs which thews the face truly, and clofe

at hand, fuch'is the Wead of Gop to faith,) * the
glory of the Logp,,sr¢ changed into the fame
image.” This behiolding.ds of infinite ufe; it at
traéts and affimulgigs the beholder to the object; it

folves his fcnfual;}ttagh%ms, it attempers the foul
to holy employments, Confirms it in obedience,
I H makes
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makes all the ways of wifdom pleafanty emboldens
the foul to hazardous enterprizes, faying, ¢ the LorD
is at my right hand, I'thall not be moved,” Pfal. xvi.
2. It makes him fafe, ¢ that he will fear no evil.”
Steadies him againft all inferior frowns, or flatteries;
furnifhes fuch cqml relief, that the chriftian language
is ¢ whom have I in heaven but Gopo, and there is
none on earth that I defire befide him.”  And though
faith always fees that he is a confuming fire, the ﬁght
s folemnly fweetened by this view, and is the argu-
ment to hold faft, and ferve him acceptably, with re-
verence and godly fear, Heb. xi1. 28, 29. This view
of divine glory, and its improvement, are peculiar to
faith. This and every fight of the glory of Gop, is
in the light of that covenant, of which faith knows
 he is ever mindtul.” Therefore his feverer atri-
butes, are as {weetly precious as his milder ones,
which is never the cafe of any other faith. In this
light, to true faith, Gop is all father, own father,
natural father. Hence all the freedoms, ail the ex-
peQations, confidence, and fanctuary of believers.
In thefe views alone the chriftian can endure in both
fcrvmg and f{uffering.

. ’T1s peculiar toa believer, in that charaer, to
lxvc in fight of himfelf : ¢ In thy light we fee light.”
This thews why faith can never make pride, but al-
ways * hides pride from man ;” and fo actual faich,
and gofpel-humility muft be infeparable. Hence a
proud chriftian is a natural falfeliood. This clears
the text,  he that trufteth to his own heart 1s a
fool ; and curfed is he who maketh an arm of fleth
his truft.” Nothing but faith can entirely thut out
boafting.  Seeft thou a man wife in his own con-
ceit, there is more hope of a fool than of him."”
Fence alfo felf-loathing, felf- rcnouncmg, ard felf-

denying
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denying are gecuhar, and perfectly natural to chrif-
tianity. ie chriftian’s lite muft be entirely a lifg
of faxth ; and he muft know in tull latitude that all
his {prings are in Gon.

6. THEREFORE ’tis faith only, that can ever fee,
and habitually view Jesus Curist, as the bible repre-
fents him.  No perfon but the believer can fee all in
Gop, and nothing in himfelf, therefore to none is
he precious, but thofe who behcw but to thefe no-
thing can be more fo. A chnitlan,_ from what he {ees
in Gop and knows of himielf, {ccs the moft abfolute
need of the righteoufnefs and offices of Jssus Curisr,
in order that any of thofe treafures,” fhould flow to
him. There is fulnefs of grace and glory, but how
fhall a finner get them ? (for fuch the believer always
fees himielf, ) 1t can’t be, bur in a way that agrees to
the nature of an unchanging Gou ; and how can there
be fuch a way, fince his unchangeablenefs naturally
feals up defpair to thofe who have fiuned ? No way
but through that atonement by means of which Gop
is juft, while be juftifies the ungodly. This there-
fore is the believing finner’s only refuge, only medium
of hope, for prefent, or future, temporal or cternal
goods. Of all thefe things his only tccount is in the
bible, this makes the word of the Lorp precious :
And the only medium of actual communication is be-
lieving that word; hence faich is called precicus.
By this the chriftian conftantly looks to Gov, corfi-
dering himfelf a finner, and as fuch having no right.’
but relying entirely on the truch of the word about
the certain and perfect fatisfaction, fulnefs and grace
of Curist, there fet forth tohim ; and in this way
only, reccives all forts of mercies which he has from -
a covenant Gop; and to which he became entitled

by the atonement which he belicves as reported. in
| the
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the word. And if he is ftill needy and deftitute of
any fpiritual blefling, ’tis wholly becaufe he don’t fo
come for it, ¢ for he that afketh receiveth;” this is
an abfolute rule. And if he is deftiture of any tem-
}mral mercy, tis certainly either becaule "ris not good
or him, at prefent, or becaufe he don’t afk for it
The latter 1s owing to fome falle riches; in the other
cafe he canfay without reicrve, ¢ thy will de done.”
9. Or confequence, a chriftian muft be one who
has the higheft veneration for the plain language of
the bible. If the b'ble tells him, that men, and even
all orders among them, are * chuldren of wrath by
nature,” and *:dead in trefpafles and ing,” with him,
it thall ftand for their morai charater drawn by the.
direétion of the Holy Ghoft. Let religious pride,
enmity, and profanenefs juin the oppefition; he has.
two fupports to his faith, one is divine report, the
other is his own knowledge. The fame upholds his.
heart againft the empire of pride, in believing that.
weare, in the moft abfolute {enfe, ¢ without ftrength,”
as tofelf-relief. If the bible teaches that we may be
juftified by only believing what Gob has faid, it fhall
ftand with every one who is going toheaven, for the,
faving article. 1If, in this affair, the word of Gon
plainly excludes all manner of confideration for any
thing done by men, he wrangles not one thought ag
it, for he has learned to believe whatever Gob fays,
If Gop has faid, the whole of falvation is of mere
f-race, he takes it without difpute for a certainty.
n fhort, whateverhe finds the bible fays, isinftantly
put beyond all debate, for he not only fees it the
mind of his Maker, and Redeemer, but the grand
and moit facred charter of all his hopes for time and
eternity. Thus every chnftian approves, delights
In, eftcems, and to his power will maintain, whatltbc
plain
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slain bible tell kjin is the will of Gop. If Curisr
puts importence jon every jot and tittle of his word,
{o does his child, they have the fame fpiric. And
indeed this diftinguifhes the fheep from the goats.
No perfon, but a believer, can in the divine fenfe, fay
* thy word is truth,” or ““thy word is the joy of my
heart,” any more than he can call Jesus, Lorp,
without the fpirit of Gop.

8. Tuen a believer is one who lives by faith,
Though we are fallen fo far into the dreggs of ruin,
as thatthe TERM, eliever, and the phrafe, live by faiih,
are become matters of common banter and fcoff, epi-
thets of reproach, and even the drunlgrd’s fong ;
yet fuch is the light of reality in which dwine objeéts
wre feen and knowig by faitfg that inftead of weaken-
ng by fuch means, it waxes ftronger and ftronger ;
 this path of the juft is like a thining light which
hineth more and more, ’tillit” blazes ¢ into perfeét
jay.”---And * the gates of hell cannot prevail againft
it.” In front of all forts of oppofition, a chriftian
helieves the various and mighty evidences of a divine
exiftence, and is accordingly governed thereby, he
lives as if thefe was a Gop, and fo his faith appears to
be ararity isfthe world. He believes what the fcrip-
tures fay about the perfeftion of Curist’s righteouf-
nefs, and its defign to be the fole ground of finners
truft; and his belef in this cafe alfo governs him into
fingle-dependance on it exclufively ; he knows every
~good gift comes out of that font, to it therefore, all
his views repair, and of its ¢ fulnefs he receives, and
grace tor grace.” He lives in fight of the divinity
of the bible, ’tis  the light of his feet, and a lamp to
all his paths ;” he believes it the ftated vehicle of the
Holy Ghoft, fo he hears it, reads it, feels it, and ats

it out in commen and divine life. He lives in ﬁghfg,
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of uncertainty, and vanity, in all the things of this
life; certainty and fufficient reality in thofe of ano-
ther, in fight of himfelf & firner, and of CHrisT, as
his ¢ wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanctification, and ever-
lafting redemption.” He ferves Gop, endures as {ee-
ing him, and has a conftant view to the recompence
of reward. So his heart and life are governed by
faith; he lives by the faith of the fon of Gop. Of
confequence,

- 9. ATrue believer is diftinguifhed from all others
in that his works juftify his faith, *Tis as peculiar to
a true chriftian to be governed by his belief, as it is
to true faith goroduce correfpondent works. There
is no way t6'fupport aglaim to the chriftian character,
but by feriptural fruitgofffaith.  If a perfon appears
to be divinely governed by his faith, ’tis evidence
enough to men, that he is born of Gopn. And the
want of this not only leaves no fuch evidence, but
Is evidence enough of the contrary. . So thataperfon
may always judge of himielf, and on all the neceflary
occafions be judged of by others, by the evident di-
vine influence his religious faith has upon him. 1If
chriftian profeflors appear not to be govérned by the
chriftian faith, ’tis evidence, let them h#te as much
faith as they will, that ’tis of the dead fort, and there-
fore not operative :--* Faith, if it have not works,
1s dead, being alone.” If a minifter or a magiftrate,
a parent or a child, a hufband or a wife, a mafter or
a fervant, the youth or aged, who profefs, or fecretly
think, they have the chriftian belief, have not the ef-
feéts and fruits which the bible afcribes to its faith,
in forms plain enough to be underftood by all who
read or hear them, their faith is condemned, be-
caufe it don't make gofpel works. A grand defign
of the bible is to thew plainly to all thefe dii’ciné‘tion;

0
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of perfons juft ¢ what manner of perfons, they ought
to be;” that by its plain divine directions, ¢ they
may bc thoroumuv furnithed to every cood work,”
in their rcfpc&we nlaces s and there 1s in it 2 com-
plete plain fet of inftrutions to all thefe forts of per-
fons for this purpefe, and nothing wanting. Now
thefe inftruttions are believed or not 3 if believed, that
belief will infallibly bring out thofe very things in
life ; 1if then thofe fame thmos are not in life and con-
verfation, ’tis certain they are not believed 1n the
book ; therefore, ¢ by their fruits ye fhall know
them,” AMatth. vii. 17 to 21. For whoever be-
Jieves the righteoufnefs ~f - the bible, will ¢ be ﬁl/ea'
with the fruits of that righteoufnefs, which are by
Jesus Curist to the glory and pralfe of Gopo,” Phil.
i. 1. And they who don’t fo believe, Fude fays,
“ their fruit withers, they are without fruit, twice
dead.” To this purpofe our Saviour fays, Math.
xii. 23, he who receives the feed of the word into
good ground, underftands it, and bears fruit accord-
ingly. From this, CHrisT ‘takes his rule of judicial
conduct tc all umder the oofpcl ; if they bear fruit an-
fwerable to dheir means, ’tis well, but if not, they
fhall be cyedown as barren trees, Lu(c xiil. 9. For
he knows ¢ every good tree brmgeth forth good fruit,
and cannot bring forth evil fruit,” and juit the con-
trary s true of all the reft, Masth. vii. 7, 18.
Hence that remarkable fummary of the whole =ffair,
. Col. 1. 3,8F¢, ¢ We give thanks to Gop, fince we heard
of your faith in CiirisT, for the hope which is laid up
for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the
word of the truth of the gofpel, which is come unto
you,-—and bringeth forth fruit—in you, fince the day
ye heard of it, and knew the grace of Gob, in tnutb ”
Which makes the following thmgs plain enough. ferl.
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(1.) TuaT every perfon has his gdmmon charatter,
as a candidate for eternity, with all the truths and
duties which concern it, drawn before his eyes in
the bible ; and befide this, has his fpecial character,
as minifter, magiftrate, hufband, wife, parent, child,
or any other in the world, drawn equally plain, with
all the truths and duties which concern that alfo, in
which he has the whole mind of Gop about him, in
general and particular refpeéts, and all he needs to
be, and know and do.

(2.) THar it is the whole duty, the happy privi-
lege, and fo the faving article, for each to believe the
things, that, in_ his general or parcicular charater,
as much concern him, as peace of confcience, accep-
tance, daily acceptance with Gop, and cternal falva-
tion of his foul concerns him, - |

(3.) Tuat fuch as do Mbelieve them, will infal-
libly be fuch in life and condu,as the things re-
fpecting them, fo believed, require they fhould be,
and tend to make them. And confequently, that
{uch believing makes perfons, in all their chara&ers,
jult fuch as the bible requires they fhould be ; and
the not fo believing is the univerfal reafon why they
remain unlike the bible in life and conduct ; defec-
tuve and guilty in their places, and ripe for aggra-
vated damnation. _

(4.) Tuar this, of confequence, is the grand ma-
nifet diftin&ion between true believers, and de-
ceived ones.---¢¢ In this is manifeft the children of
Gop, and the children of the devil : He that doth
not righteoufnefs, is not of Gop, 1 Fobn 1il. 10.

10. Anp laftly.—The grand reafon why all thefe
things depend entirely and abfolutely upon faith,
15, that they may be perfe@tly free for any; as free
for the worft as any.  Gob is no refpecter of pcrfoxis,

1
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he would as foon have a poor, defpifed, or profane per-
fon become a believer as any in the world ; 3 i e he
has no regard to the world’s greatnefs or men’s good-
nefs. Thofe who are already publicans and harlots,
are as welcome, as kindly welcome to believe and live
as any at all ; nay, none are welcome ’ull to their own
knowledge tiiey are as deftitute of goodnefs as thofe :
For CurisT came not to call the righteous, but
Jinners to repentance ; and has prepared deftrution
for fuch as fin, that grace may abound. Now the
whole bible witnefies this treenefs of divine grace ;
bur how could i1t be, unlefs faich alone were the
means { The worft of men may believe what Gop
tells them ; but what goodnefs can they have to
commend them to favolgr ? and yet all the procla-
mation is to {inners. ‘calls finners ; grace is of-
fered to finners, loft Gmmers, wretched, poor, blind,
naked finrers, and for °xamplc plerioully faved Saul,
the chief of them. They have oo works at all but
damning ones, but they can believe the gofpel ac-
count of mercy brought by Cur:st, as well as any.
And for this reafon tilieving alouie is the mean of
acceptance witn Gop.---*¢ Therefcre it is of fai'h
that it might be by grace, to the end the promife,”
or matter of falvation, ¢ might be fure to all the
feed,” 7. e, to all who believe, and fo appear to be of
the cle& or feed of Abrabam, ¢* not to that only
which is of the law,” 7. e. Fewifh believers, ¢ but to
that alfo which is of the faith ot Abrabam,” . e. are
Gentiles, and f{o have nothing elle to depend upon
but faith.--Rom. iv. 16.
THE confequence of all this is,

1 THey who have notions of a good heart in them,
or any thing about them pleafing to Gop, without
CurisT, as received in f: ith, or in behcvmc,, can’t be
accepied, I 2, TuaT




( 66 )

a. Tuat their mouths will be fropped, and they
all guilt before Gob at laft, becaufe he did nét require
any point of perfonal goodnefs to commend them to
his acceptance, but that they would belizve his own
account of grace and glory offercd freely, and they
would not.

3. TraTt fuch as will believe his own account of
Curist’s perfect righteoufnefs, and fo fee enough in
it, and put their fouls upon it, ¢ fhall not perifh,
but have everlafting life ;” however bafe the perfon,
or however great the finner ; and that for all thefe
purpofes the bible, its own Holy Ghoft, the righte-
oufnefs, ftrength, and free grace of CHRrisT are near
enough. & :

4. AND as a confequenggiof all, the righteoufnefs
of divine conduét will be Beifeétly clear, in the cer-
tain deftru&tion of ali who were too righteous to fub-
mit to {alvation by faith, which rejeéts all perfonal
goudnefs in juftification ; and will be accordingly glo-
rified by faints and angels forever. And &/ his per-
fections as glorious in the falvation of thofe who were
deftitute enough of felf-goodnefs to depend on mercy.
And fo we find the ultimate defign of divine revela-
tion, is, that they who will not believe perfect truth,
may be made manifeft, and punifhed anfwerable to
their contempt of divinity ; and that they who be-
lieve, and put thémfelves on mercy, may not fail -of
the utmoft perfection and happinefs of ‘their natures
by Curist 3 and fo Gop be glorious in all his works,
through his only fon our Lorp, forever and ever,

AMEN.
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BO OKS to be fold by WirLiau Gopparp,
at the PrinTinG and Post-OrFick, at the Sign
of SHakEsPEaR’s Head, in ProviDENCE.

ARGE and fmall Bibles. Teftaments. Com-
mon Prayer Books. Pfalm Books. Watts’s
Lyric Poems. Derham’s Aftro and Phyfico-Theo-
logy. The Spe&ator. Adventurer. Keyller’s Tra-
vels. Apophthegms of the Ancients. Adventures
of a Guinea. Hiftory of Two Orphans. Bailey’s
Dittionary. Univerfal Gazetteer. Hervey’s Medi-
tations. Dodderidge’s Rife and Progrefs of Religion
in the Soul ; his Hymns and Sermons to young Peo-
ple, and Treatife on Liducation. - Religious Court-
fhip. Pilgrim’s Progrefs. Alleine’s Alarm. Cocker’s
Arithmetic. Dilworth’s Spelling Book. The Writ-
ings of Dr. Gill, Rev. Mr. Benjamin Lord, Rev.
Mr. Ifaac Backus, and other Divines, of Europe
and America. The Rights of Colonies ~-.mined.
A Treatife on Oeconomy. The Death of (.vel, and
Trial of Abrsham ;—with a Variety of ‘iralts,
religious, political and "entertaining. “
To be E)ld alfo at the fame Place, an Affortment
of Books in Navigation, and neat Gunter’s Scales.
N. B, 'West’s celebrated Almanack, for 1760,
will be publithed in Auguft next, at the above-
mentioned Place, where Paper, Almanacks, other
Books, or Cth will be given for clean Linen Rags,
old Sail Cloth and Junk, for the ufe of the New-Eng-
land Paper Manufa&ory, juft cftablithed in the Town

of Providence,---to the Succefs of which, every real
Friend to this Country, as Opportunity prefents, will

undoubtedly contribute.
JuLy—176;.
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