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“
g NOTICE.

THE amount of good accomplished by a tract entitled *“The Living God,” sent
out as an extra to the Home and Foreign Record last January, and by another
entitled “Our Father’s God,” sent out in February, was acknowledged by so
many ministerial and gther brethren, in various parts of the country, that we
feel encouraged to again attempt in the same way to gratify the yearnings which
arise out of the solemn reﬂec‘ions natural to the close of one year and the com-
mencement of another, which'are suggested by the extraordinary appointments
of the Church for this season, and which are forced upon earnest and praying
people by the observation of what the Lord is doing in all the earth. Prophecy
foretells us, says that most gréat and holy man, Jonathan Edwards, that * union
in prayer” is *‘a becoming and happy thing, and that which would be acceptable
to God, and attended with glorions success. It is a suitable thing, and “well
pleasing '_to Géd, for many pi:)ple. inr different parts of the world, by express
agreement, to come into a vidible union, in extraof‘dinary. sbeedy, fervent, and
constant prayer, for those great effusions of the Holy Spirit, which shall bring on
that advancement of Christ’s churoh and kingdom that God has so often promised
shall be in the latter ages of the world.”” To supply fuel to the flame of holy
emotion and suPplication, and to fan it to a steady powerful heat, nothing issned
from the-American press duridg this century can be superior to the ¢hort tracts
and printed sermons of Dr. Jafnes W. Alexander. As Jonathan Edwards was the
great exponent of the mightylrevival movement of 1740, so the devoted pastor
referred to may be regarded at'émbodying and uttering in a remarkable degree
the impulse of 1858. The firs th_ree articles are taken from the volume ent'itled
““The Revival and its Lessons,” the fourth from one entitled *‘The New York
Pulpit in the Revival of 1858,” the last from a volume of sermons under the title of
“ Faith.”

It will be observed that the controlling idea in these selections is, that in a
great outpouring of the Holy $pirit of God lie the grand hope and power of th¥
Church ; of whom Christ said, He shall glorify me; for he shall receive of mine,
and shall show it unto you—and that this outpouring will be the result of the
universal, combined, and urge t prayers of the Church. By no writer has this
been brought out with more cléarness and power than by Jonathan Edwards, in
his ‘History of the Work of Redemption,” a book that every Christian should
read over and over many times. Ip it, describing the age upon which we have
entered, he says: “The Spirit of God shall be glorionsly poured out for the won-
derful revival and propagation of religion. This great work shall be accomplished,
not by the authority of princesy nor by the wisdom of learned men, but by God’s
Holy Spirit.”” See Zech. iv. 6, 7j and Ezek. xxxix. *'There are many things which
seem to hold forth as though]tbe work of God would be exceeding swift, and
many great and wonderful events should very suddenly be brought to pass.’”
Yet, says Edwards, it will be n’pcomplished, not at once, nor by miracle, like the
resurrection of the dead, but hy means, by the ordinary means of grace, by the
preaching of the gospel. *“God, by pouring out his Holy Spirit, will furnish men
to be glorious instruments of carrying on this work; will furnish them with
knowledge and wisdom, and fegvent zeal for the promoting the kingdom of Christ,
and the salvation of souls, and propagating the gospel in thé world.”

This tract, like those preceding, is sent out gratuitously, by a contribution for
the purpose, to ministers and th eological students (though it can be obtained at
cost, $3 & hundred, by any whd wish it for distribution in congregations or othet-
wise), with the hope that it may aid in inspiring the prayers of God's peopls with
more faith and fervor, and so be §ne ofthe agencies by which the sons and daughters
of the church may be made the ‘“glorious instruments” of which Jonathan Edwards
prophetically speaks. WILLIAM SPEER, Cor. Sec.
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PRAY FOR THE SPIRIT. \
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4 THE, HOPE AND POWER

which flows from him as Head, to all the members, is this very
gift, the Holy Ghost, “ for God giveth not the Spirit by measure
unto him.”! He hath if immeasurably,’and for his Church, and
they draw for it in his name by prayer. Occupy a few moments
upon this great gift; it"will aid your prayers.

1. There is such a thing as the pouring out of the Holy Ghost.
\As Moses “poured of the ancinting oil on Aaron’s head,” so
God pours the'unetion 6f his- Spirit on the head of our Great
High Priest.? And as the cerémonial fragrance “flowed down to
the skirts of his garments,” % so the gift of the Spirit comes on
all believers. “The nn'«?x‘nting which ye have received of *him,”
says the ‘Apostle John, *abideth in you.”* But the effasion is
sometimes uncommonly great, even to outpouring. Some have
found fault with the terrh, which nevertheléss is intensely biblical, !
and consecrated in the Church. Among promises to Israel in’
the latter day, the Lord)sa‘ys : “ Neither will I hide my face any,
more from them ; for I Hive poured out my Spirit upon the house
of Israel, saith the Lord God.”® ApostolicJ comment applies to
New Testament times ihe words of another prophet: 1 will
pour out my Spirit, upod all flesh.”® So in another place: “ Be-
hold, I will‘'pour out myf'_Spirit unto you.”” The idea necessarily
presented is that of ‘bountiful effusion. Let us ask for'it. The
Lord Jesus comfortéd his sorrowing disciples by the promise of
this gift, as the result of his ascension. *If I départ, I will send
him unto you.”® This Comforter he did send; O ! how graciously.
and gloriously, at the first Christian Pentecost. “Having re-
ceived of the Father the promise of the Holy. Ghost,” said the’
Apostle Peter, “he hath ‘shed forth this which ye now see and
hear.”® There had jusg been suddenly a sound from heaven, as
of a rushing mighty wind, filling all the house where they were
sitting; “and they werd all filled with the Holy Ghost.” Do
not fail to observe, that believers had been in union of prayer for
this very gift,'thiis complying with the’ Lord’s injunction that
they should “ wait for Rhe promise of the Father,”® The gift
was continued, under eafly preaching; and “ the Holy Ghost fell

2 Lev. viii. 12.

4 1 John ii. 27,

¢ Joel ii. 28.

® John xvi. 7.

1 Compare Acts i. 4, 5, 14;ii. 1

1 John iii. 34. %
3 Pgalm exxxiii. 2.

* Bze. xxxix. 29,

* Prov. i. 23, I
® Acts ii. 33.
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on them that heard the Word.”t The same Apostle, many, years

afterwards, refers to the known fact of “the Holy.Ghost sent.
down from heaven.”? Every great awakening and plentifal har-

vest of souls has progeeded from the.same Spirit, sought by the.
same importunity of beseeching prayer. Therefore, pray for-the

Spirit!

9. The influence of the Holy Spirit of God s ewce‘gd'inglg/ pow-.
erful. 'We ask something mighty and revolutionizing. Itis Om-
nipotence that we are praying for. A wicket city, a wicked world,
will yield to né inferior strength. What an encouragement that
« with the"Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength ™ 1t is as ap-
plicable to revival of the Church as to the rebuilding of the Tem-
plé.  “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the
Yord-of hosts.,”® Let Christians no longer despair of the con-
version of high-handed sinners, ever the vilest of the vile, in our
filthiest and bloodiest dens; as if we expected in answer to .our
prayeré only some weak, half-way operation. Qur gospel,”
says the Apostle of ‘the Gentiles, “ came @mot unto,you in word,

only, but also zn power, and in the Holy Gthost, and in much as-.

surance.””d 'This is our ground’of hope when the ministers of the
Word proclaim the glad tidings; that the.preaching may be “in
demonsttation of the, Spirit nd of power.”% (God grantus deliver-,
ance from our unbelief, as. t the power of the Holy Spirit in giv-
ing efficaty to'the truth! *

3. The Sperit,-whom we seek, is the Author of Regeneration:
and Sanctification. (If God vouchsafe us these, in widé extent,
our revival will be indeed complete. “ That which is born of the
Spirit is epirit.”® :All believers shout the same praise s’ ¢ Aceord-
ing to his mercy, he saved us, by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” Look at thousands, utterly
hlind as to spiritual realities, and say, what can we ask for them
so indispensably jmportant, as that Spirtr oF Trurh, who will
“ reprove,” or convince “ the world of sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment2"®, He is just as able to convert the ruffiap, or
the fallen woman, as the church-going Pharisee; just as able to
renew a thousand as-one. Who is, sufficiently awake to the ne-
cessity of imploring God to convert a multitude of sinners?

' Acts-x. 44; xi. 15. 2 1 Peter i. 12. * Zech. iv. 6.

* Thess. i. 5. ¢ 1 Cor. ii. 4. ¢ John iii. 5, 6, 8.
* Titus iii. 8. s John xvi. 8.
1*
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& THE HOPE AND POWER

Adl revival of the Church is increased sanctification ; and all
reclaiming -of the impenitent is sanctification begun.. Forboth
we need the gift of the Spirit; and we need it now. We need it
“to break the power of sin in professing Christians, and to mail
their lusts to the cross? for it is by this influence-that we.* do
mortify the deeds of the body.”! Some of the primitive believérd.
had been atrocious sinners; “but,” says the Apostle Paul] “ye
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified, in {He name-
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” FHope; Joy,
Love, and consequent activity and success, are fruits of thesamer
Spirit.* In a word, the Spirit of God is, the Spirit of Revival.
Earnest, daily, united prayer of the people of Christ for this high
gift puts honorupon God in'a remarkable degree ; and we already
have cause to note how signally he blesses endeavors which were'
openly beguntin prayeri Beloved brethren; let us 1ot wmistake.
the foken, nor fail to go in the path pointed out by Providerce:
and the-Spirit." 4
4. Thé Holy Spérit sends those gifts which are necessary for
successful work. When wmiraculous gifts were necessary, they»
were not withheld. All ingpiration, -wisdom, and ministry are
from the same sources So also are the common qualifications
for service demanded id'the daily walk of an earnest Christiad,»
who seeks to save souls. “There are diversities of operations,
but it is the same God which worketh all in all; but the mani-
festation of the Spirit i§ given to every man to profit withal.¢
The Lord.promised that the Spirit shonld prompt his disciples:
when arraigned.® Equally'does the blesséd Monitor il their
heartg and lips for common service. Apostles themselves gought
for ‘‘utterance” by means of prayer;® and a praying Chérch
will have a ministry and members, bold and loving in owning and
recommending-their Lord. The'supplications which bring down
such influences ate theniselves wrought of God; when believérs,
keeping themselve$ in the lové of God, are at the same time-
“praying in the Holy Ghost.”” See thds how completely de<
pendent we are for all upon the Holy Spirit of ‘God. “Grace ma-
nifestly began the work} grace keeps it alive ; grace must carry
it on and give it extefision.

! Rom. viii. 13.

21 Cor. vi, 11.
* Rom. v. 5; 1 Thess. i. 6. * Cor. xii. 6, 7.
* Luke xii. 12. _° Eph. vi, 19. " Fude xx.
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Brethren, we must pray as we -have never yet prayed. Our

-want of success is due to our coldness of desire and niggardli-

pess of request. - We are not straitened in God; but in our own
low, slender conceptibns and hopes. We havi no?, bfacause we
ask not. If we were under.a deep and solemn impression of 1-;he
Divine power; bounty, aid faithfulness, “ how should one chasé a*
ihousand, .and two put ten thousand to-flight!"! 'I"he }ésson
which the Revival should teach us is.the dti'ty of beu'lfq inktant
in supplication for the largef and more glorious effusion. of the
Holy Spirit. Acting on this, we shall behold new marvels of
love in the place’of prayer. ¢ r
N f

1

COMPEL THEM TO COME TN,

Tue worst and vilest may be savéds Migh‘.ty awakenings do
not stop short of the leprous amd abandoned sinper. When the
Master of the house was angry, becguse all his 1:1v1ted’guests
began to make excuse, and refused to comg to the (xrc?ag, Supper,,
though a}l things were teady, he,thus gave orders to h1§ sz?rvants:
“@Go ont quickly into the streets; and lanes of .the city, and
bring in hither the pdor, gnd;the maimed, gpd the halt, and“tl‘le
blind.” As this was not .enough,he gave a,second order: “Go
out into the highways and hegdges, and, COXPEL THEM TO CONE 1§,
that my honse may be filtled.”s , Who are these but th.e extremest
outeast sinners? Sych abound in opr eity, and perish for want,

hrist. N .- )

Of'f(‘}here is. in grace a wonderfy} power of 'growth,. th,xch, und(?r'
God; is our I;ope in regard to soeciety. Tt is salf, if m"leaven‘, it
is seed, it, is light; these are Scriptural ,,ﬁgure.s, all 1mportmg.
diffugion. In revivals of rellgion we observe, th}s very., ‘re.msi*.ka-,
bly exemplified. From one individual, we feo thfa spark kindling.
upon a whole:family, and from gpe family, x:_eaehmg a ehurch or
neighborhood. But what we-desire .to jvxtnf;ss, and what v;re,
should pray for, is, that Christianity in,_its -Vlml. power should
reach far and deeply into the worst layers of ?ocxety. Q byetb-
ren | what must become of thesg self-destroying masses, nnless
they receive the truth !

H i
! Deut. xxxii. 30. * Luke xiv. 23.

I v T VL. " oy u.m
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When the Lord Jesus was en

gaged in his ministry on earth,
he did not limit his reg

ards to those who' call themselves the
better classes. “The common people heard him gladly.” Re-
mark was often made upon his tolerance of the wicked : * This
man ‘receiveth siiners' and eateth with them.”
“friend of publicans and sinners.”

out after him, thousands were dou

were blind and vicious. Song of affliction and daughters of
infamy heard his gracious-words. People of this sort: have not
only sense of misety but ¢onsciousness of guilt. They sre often-
stung and lashed by rémorse. In a sort of desperation they
sometimes cry to God. They are frequently more ready to be
impressed by the glad tidings than church-going formalists.
Jesus spake to their hearts, and his gospel is still suited to such,
In the great a\?vakenings under WEsLEY and WaITEFIELD, there
was nothing more remarkable than the degree in -which the
Gospel was carried hote with'power to the- souls of the very
lowest. “My:rule,” said John Wesley, “is 1o go mnot only to
those who need me, but to those who need -me most.” 'The
wretchedness which drove people to Christ was not altogether
spiritual in the first instance, though in the Divine providence it
had spiritual consequenices. He who came for loaves and fishes
found the bread of life; she who brought her‘vessel to the well
of Sychar, received living water. So now, the sullen anguish of
poverty, discontent, ai‘ld disease, in cellars, garrété, and over-’
crowded and pestilential tenements, engenders longings which
only the Gospel can gratify. Alas! alés!-how slender are-the
means as yet employed for carrying the Gospel to these extreme
points! Vet to these very poinis the Gospel may bé carried
with the best hopes of success. It were'a dangerous error to
presume that the inmdtes even of the odious resorts, noted and
watched by the policeare necessarily devoid of thoughts about=~
religion, and gnawing though vague consciousness of sin. Could
we unroof dense portions of this great city, and look into the
dens of drink, and play, and debauchery, we should behold the
undéniable signs of wiunded spirits, without hope, without God.
The Gospel is made for such, and has saved such. Amidst the
reiterated and increasing prayers which go up for the outpouring
of the Spirit, surely there ought to be importunate supplication
for influgnces to penetrate these Jowest strata. Awakening is

He was a
Of the multitudes who went:
btless poor, and thousands
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i deeper down, than our we
iné te unless it go deeper, far ur well-
mcomsl:hrono's. Blessed be God, that these have the p;;vﬂe‘;gvti’,ﬁ
grissjh' we corave it for the abject an ‘abandonecll]. }el(c;; vil
tl?e vict.orious progress be complete till it reacl; 1; pthese ,dan-’
drunkard, and the “strange woman..” In regar  to roso don-
erous aéxd desperate, classes, a volce seems "co.-lss;le o
i 1y place, * Whonr shall-we send, and Who‘wxll go ‘oruu ,;éeded.
oglfhouv’h splaces of instruction 4nd worship are grea {1 eoded.
for the mi:erable and vicious, and although a¥1 eraltliy C mst;:l t;
(l)lr uld feel guilty until such .be dstablished, it is not (henougma
; rgvide these means. Bxperience proves that good l(]iousesh OCky
AP main cmpty, and able preachers uhheard. We need a ts ar(i
:z rouse these benumbed souls; on impulse, to urge the(xin (31?;1 il
inquiry; a mighty, drawing, to biing t.hem to .the Wor ;h. helr
1h(;ef w;.nt is that of intérest,-\awakemng,‘motwe; some 1n°1, °
. ke them go tochurch, and care for their own souls. Popu:‘x3 .
:,?ormations under the truth, have this effect in son;ethn;eziltlen.
. thi i likely to compe -
d we can think of nothing more lik
{i[iieeof vkv)ase violent, and blasphemous men Z.nd wome.n,t ;}ifl?eif:‘
’ 1 i i ated waves into. .
i i vival, pressing its. repea :
m¥gh'tyb:;dilo(:iie$ dnd hearts. Bad influences are propagfamtzald
::s:rivhy not good influences? All throngh. the elet:tn(':dclrc se.
ofua’certain class, one hour will suffice to-thrill the H;O'lbl m}::) -
i , i der, or+a rising ;
i excitement of a prize-fight, a mur .
:z;astl(:ould not the same human conductors be;rr suzh 1mpu;se:'
i 1ulti Lurueg, a WBITEFIELD, OT
driver multitudes to hear a : ; ‘
gill:zzzon? ‘Would to:God that we could &ee the day 11lx1 vlv;n:;l:
: i d the meeting-for prayer shou
the messages of -salvation an or p w shoud be
" ho now fill drinkifg-shops, .
crowded by the veryclass w e i
s, caverns of lawless pleasure, and jails ! . ‘
:;:2: this but.great.unexampled awakening; ax(;d If;or (;hls ;v;ea:z
¥ lly readwhat our blessed Lord sp ,
to pray. If. we carefully od Lord spako
ing the twogons; we shallsee thal : !
e o not om : ho are accessible to its
1y need the truth, but who .
e e o e Verily Lisay unto.you, That
wer. ‘“Jesus-saith -unto them, eny'
Elrgv;ublicans and barlots po-into the kingdom of God before

o . 3 . --
yo%&’hen in so remarkable a manner God is displaying his readi

i his name
ness to convert great numbers to himself, a]l who fear hj

* Matt. xxi. 28-32.
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and love the soulg of men ought to he prostrate before him, in
beseeching cries, that he wogld vouchsafe to urge the work of
grace.more widely and profoundly through the depraved mult;.

ve beget prayer, so certainly
will prayer beget action ; and meang will be used to evangelize
the lowest and vilest, Means are already attempted, byt they

will be better sustained. The bling and vicious, from whose
anks the levies are ma

will ot come to the light; it must
bé carried to them. By territoria] division ; by cantons of labor.

not tod'large to be Managéable ; by turning, on a forge of godly:
men and women large enongh to visit with frequency ; by making,
the effort in concert ingd exhaustively, so ag to leave no nook or,
corner untouched ; and by giving to the miserable some. tidings
of that rich gospel feast which awaits their acceptance, we shall
instrumentally “compel them to come in,” *
Unbelief as to the Power and willingness_of God to do this, is

as the conversion of our,
asges, the incredulous principle re-,
d would make windows in heaven,
awakening which should shake the

degraded and dangerg)ns cl
ples, “Behold, if the Lor
might this thing be 1”1 Ap

*“Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: all these gather

AS T live, saith the
Lord, thou shalt surely clothe thee with them all, ag with an
ornamert, and bind them on thee, as a bride doth.”?

2 Kings vii, 2. ? Isaiah xlix, 18.
'
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THE REVIVAL, o

i o Christ at one time, we talljt

WHFN 1ma? };:'tse(;;gisozfe ?I(‘)llxxgrr::gi: no imprppriel.;y in this, even
a Revwi"h Oobvious effects are in converting sinners. This 13
though e ded by the refreshing of the, Chyrch, and m'sst as G'roh

e prec}f' face of the earth,'in the spring, by cal.lmg fort
rene'W?:'}:i :1 :vers so he revives the wintry ]g_laces of his Ghurcé‘l

B pringd (:o’}i ilt thousdnds of hitherto dh!rkened\souls. .Fro
et a:‘g(‘]q the'Holy Spirit has been frequently sent in effu-
e o'nws askt,o add multitudes simultaneously to thta Church
prgi COP";]“ 1l be saved. O reader! a timé of refreshlne_g from
e aJf the Lord is also 4 time for‘great ‘“ searchings of
;he IE:?SH'(:V(;II "you give a few moments t:k') dertain solemn and

earts.
te'ide;ineq!‘;;r:?sa; enemy to the Revival? You s‘hu(}fier :tmi;lh;.e
. 3 t re; an arch-enemy, a-liar, -
P 5"15; sf:l:‘m;fés its’h:tri(lal:hz ,’foe of Chﬁist‘and all hi§ works.
de}”el',' e Od em’isiarieis séek to hinder the afrousing of saints, and
s a‘nion. of sinners. Perhaps you l,}:a,ve heard tht?m sneer,
th?i (i:rixlv:;sthe work of* grate ; which they\;d‘eride ';i a dxse::eaiz
- i “ re insane.” “ These men -

fa infatgatm[ilr.xe ”‘Tl;::h;);:p;jmahavé joined in the laughter of
e o newaBeiial- or have beep afraii_i or ashamed to brez;lfi
tpe sons (O}Onsidel‘ v’vith which party you then‘rankc.:d yougself.
iﬂ;;’ll::is on the Lord’sside ?”* is still the qlestion. To mock at

the operations of the Holy Spirit, ascribing them to lower causes, -

is not unlike the’sin of the Pharisees, who dishonored the mira-
1s . .
f Christ.® - . oo b
d?i:n may fight against God,® and oppose Iyis worl;et:: f:a::inc}i’-
i " disparaging it ; by dwelling on every '

dony dlspamgm'g o ‘side ; essing the feelings of
dent which has a lodicrous’side ,‘by repressing s Gt

akened souls; or by encouraging fnvo}ous and Fracting
::)vnvers’atiou, reading, or amusement&y w}{en the ?p;r;tcoomidemf
clearly dnd mightily moving the community to solemn
o Judges v. 16.

! Exod. xxxii. 26,
¢ Acts v. 39,

* Psalm eiv. 30.
® Aects ii. 13. .
* Mark iii. 22. Luke xi. 15,
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tion, bitter grief for sin, and earnest turning from the world to
Christ. . -
2. Do you rejoice in the Revival ? The Church cries to God :

Wilt thou not revive ung again, that thy people may rejoice in
thee 7 “The Church has no greater joy on earth ; yed, the Church
4n heaven rejoices over one sinner that repenteth;! God and
Christ’ rejoice over multitudes renewed and forgiven: Is this
your joy,<O reader? When the mighty awakening took place in
‘the region.of Samaria, “there was great joy in that city.”2
'One converted family is cause of joy; when a whole church, when
'a whole ‘neighborhood, when multitudes in a city, turn. unto the
‘Lord, how exceedirgly great should be the gladness of all who
‘love.Christ and love souls! Are you conscious of such joy?

Car it bé a matter of indifferefice to a truly renewed soul, even

to hear a report of bundreds brought to confess the I_;ord Jesus?
"Feel as Christ and holy angels feel, and you will possess a joy in

the salvation of fellow-creatures and the glory of your Lord. But

possibly you know nothing of all this,

3. Are you a subject of the Revival? The kingdom of God
has come nigh unto you; but are you of it? Youhear, perhaps
you speak, of the great revival; but have you bgen yourself re-
vived? Has your cold heart, dead in trespasses and sins, been
‘made alive by the Spirit of the living God? «Dost thou believe
onthe Son of God 2 “ Have old things' passed away, and have
all things become new "¢ Have you that love to the Lord-Jesus
Christ, without which your sentence is ANATHEMA MARANATHA 75
Have you crucified the flesh, with the affections and losts ?

These are very serious’ questions, to which you-have long since

- given a deliberate answer, if _you have been faithful to your own

soul. Believe me, dear reader, it is not enough to be a commu-
nicant in the church. Thousands have been such, who are now
in hell. A revivedlchurch possesses revived memberg. .Are you
such a one ? Lay the hand on the ‘breast and say, has tlre per-
vading influence of the blessed Spirit kindled your soul to new
faith, hope, love, devotion, and duty ? If not, you are still out-
side of this shower of grace.
4. Do you pray for the Revival ? Many thousands are so
praying. It began in prayer. This fresh gift of the loving Sa-
*-Luke v. 7.
¢ Cor. v, 17.

7 Aots viii. 8.
* 1 Cor. xvi. 22,

* John xix. 35.

vers i ot
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viour was born amidst thé cries and tears of his people.. While
they were 'speaking, God was near to bless. Thus he came up;)x:‘
the gatheted Eleven,-ahd tius dpoin the penﬁecqstal meetmtg go_
prayer.! The'precept is still .in force, Pray _f°" the yegcfago N et
rusalem ;' the promisé still holds good, “ T'hey.‘shdll prosper t ad
Tové thee: 2! Asg revivals begin in pré.yfar, 50 afe t:he.y ma,lnt;nn‘e.f
by prayer, ‘The minister of the Word is ‘but a fainting Mod:as, if
Karon' and Hbr cease tb uphold his hands.si If we ‘v;voul. 1;ee
many thousands convertéd to Gdd, we n.rust. pray. | Forh thus
saith the Lord'God, I will yet for this be inquired o'f l:y the '(;g_se
6t Israél to do it for them'; I will increase them w1th men like a
flock, as the holy flock, ‘as the flock: of»Jeruéa}em in 1??rq solemn
feasts.”® In_the house of God, {n the cqnve{xed"meetmg of .Bre-
thren, in_the .Sunday-school, in'thé' family, in the closet, pray,
: T v
pl.;.‘y’};;: S;/bu Felping  forwér'd’ the Rezfiv_al'? .Thetse‘is' Fﬁdch
work- to be‘tlone smohg saints and sinners. ,;Almlght‘y (J?? is ‘thg
only-efféctual power. Paul and Apollo:s are 'nothnilg, till (:91
givé the increase.” Yet fnen are co-workers W.lth God ;'h‘umb e
instruments to convey his trath and promo_te. his g}ory_. Say no|t
you ate weak!' He hath chosén the weak thng‘s of thid wo'rld to
confound the mighty: Say nbt you ha.ve‘ no mﬂdencew; you have
already ‘ez'zer;ged too mizeh; on the wrong su"ie: G4 fordard in tl}:e
name of’the Lord, with lizht and love, arid you shaisl B.ehqld the
fruit of &oui‘ labor. *You have a relative; a partner,_ a frlen;, a.'
dependetit, & neighbor, “whose '8t ‘you have .neglecfed.. ou
have an Hotr in the wéek,’or'five mifutes in the day, which you
have failell'to devote to savitig® an immorfifxl being: You may
conduct one to 4 religious meeting; fou may bless another by

0

rébuke. ¥du maylend a book, give a tract, vritean affectionate

! 3
letter! Especially you mayjple’ad with some fellow-creature, t}xat
he would ‘be re{congileﬁ'to’ God. Perddventure your working-
itheis short. ;
t‘in:i? ‘113)?1; :'yqur heart ¢drefor the fruits of the Revival? Thfere
is a dfity to the golden sheaves affer the ears have fallen before
the sickle. Folded sheep must be watched and fed. New con-
verts 4re endangered’ creatures, lambs amidst wolves. Christ

2*Pgalm exxii. 6.

. .19, 26. Actsi. 14; i 1. !
John xx. 19, 2 ¢ ! ¢ Ezek. xxxvi. 37, 38.

* Exod. xvii. 10. 12.
2

-
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cares for them, and wills that his servants should care for ) HURCH
em, is no e will of the Father that one o ese little REASE OF THE C
zlxlles sh(I)zld pertisg?l Bl;vé:rzh hfw.t};ou.t:ﬁ':nd, th:tt}i]s, b:t?:yl THE IMFIIV_‘IVE,'[%.%SI,NE SUBJECTOF PRAYERo

into sin, one of these little ones. Seek to prevent their straying. BY R’ i {SHED THE
Seek to imbue them with sound doctrine. This ductile condition vERY END FOR WHICH CurisT ACC.OMPL St
is the very one in which to receive the mould of ‘truth.? Barn- Tais 18 THE sron. 'This ingathering of squls is thehccl)t ke
estly endeavor to bring them to an intelligent and sincere profes- .PLAN OF REDElf\H(’mr arzlomble. Redeemer. «"When thou sua st
sion of faith, and then to useful labors. Half the benefit of révi- recompense 0% O for sin, he shall see his sfzed, he sh.a P o
vals is lost from neglect of those who have been converted. his soul 81 (aﬁ:;:gleasure of the-Liord shall prosper in h;::;ﬁed .
Might not classes of instruction for such persons, after the-primi- his days, 30 £ tII’le 4ravail of his soul, and shall b,e s Wor;is
tive model, be found Yaluable? Dear Christian reader, .if your He Sh.a“'see 0 sentation of prophecys and our Lord's 0wt {on
heart has ever felt true peni.fence and love to Jesus, feed his Such is the repre A few days before-the final passion,
shee‘p feed his lambs! , declare the same tm:;h'-red to see him, he uttered, as hesatin
t y . - . \ : ’ A . :
1. Have you sought to honor Godin the Revival 2 The glory ~when certall Grecks 005 lamation of his certain and unmme;nt
o d o . - |, S . le, sn awful procia . 1o with a confict
of'God the Saviour is the chief end to be regardeq, in the salva- the temp %, {he same time, plamly struggling . soul t
tion of the perishing.! Every true conversion adds splendor to death, and-'?‘t ted that of Gethsemane. he.cried, “ Now ls.mi 02
Messiah’s ,crown. By’ ev‘ery true revival of religion, glory re- . Whi,ch ?’n_m.n?;hat ghall Isay? TFather,save me from thfoYO;lH; .
dounds to the Lord God Almighty. But this declarative glory thb}ed oy ause came 1 unto this hour. FATHER, GLOR o
is lessened by everything in"the work which overclouds divine Jut fm:,thi:‘}fat instant came there & voice ffom heavqn{e there'-
grace, or exalts poor, sinful man, and his doings gnd deservings. NaMEl” SR fed it, and will glorify it again- The. pe‘(‘)P ) el
Oh! how careful shoyld he be, in every meeting, in every devo- “1have %102)066 bS” gaid ib thundered ; others. said, dillla:e i is
tion, in every word, to maintain a reverence and godly fear for fore, that 1slim »  Put Jesus. took this occasion to from- the
that Holy One whom we profess to believe present! * For our spake to, d ath - adding, “and 1, if J be lifted up I ¢ tHe
God is a consuming fire.”® The young Levite, who unwarily approacl_lllln g;a:r all ’men. unto mé.” Remarkable wordsb;u;nv(:hich
touched the ark, was zealous but not reverent. When dealing, ea\‘thyﬁl of which we find wo* time to senter no\j’,v mind; 88
with or for souls, we cannot be too gentle and tender, even as a e;;.posltlon" h profound meditation for the reﬂe.ctm,, : rest’o g
nurse cherisheth her [own] children; we cannot be too humble might furnis Pd ontradiction that-the conversion an ‘th
and meek. Pray for the « love of ,thé Spirit.”¢  Shun all that is they ?ho,w beyt:ﬂdecof gouls is;in the mind of Christf’ coupled":; it
censorious, or savoring of si;iritual pride. All religious experi- tion of at“ti;ge‘; agonieé of his atoning Wf’rk' His 8012%‘:3 and,
ences are doubtful, which 1éave the soul arrogant, unteachable, the mos the' cup of anguisly, is the vision of many u fhere-
harsh, and denunciatory. Let the awe of God’s presence affect were, OVeT 17, ht to glory. The extension of the.chu rg '+ able
us, as it did the seraphim; and when our exultationis highest, da“ght.emlbmgg'ﬁdn of ‘great numbers: of- conv.erts, is desir > o’t‘
let us most de;e'ply cry: Hovy, HoLy, HoLy ¥ How tenderly we fore, by th;: ie: erid for which Christ accomplished the WoT
should fear lest any uncrucified tempers of ours, should “eat as ! as bengt'. ¥ (i‘ y p
doth a canker,” and spread contagion through the blessed work.® redemption: t g

ANY SOULS THAT Gop HAS
RCH TO ITS HIGHEST
e, as is proved by

So live, beloved brother in the Lord, that you may be able to say, i

n T IS BY A RAPID INGATHFAR‘NG OFs M
Y
Y glollf ed Q}od T .
HERETOF ORE CONDESCEN ED TO FLEVATE IS CHU

’ This has been repeatedly the cas
.

ERITY. . . . ed not dwell a
. . PROSY fliar ecclesiastical nistory. We ne
! Matb. xviii. 14. * Rom. vi. 17. * Heb. xii. 29. | the most familiar
‘ Rom. xv. 30. * Iza. vi. 1-6.
¢ 9 Tim. ii. 17. T Gal. i. 24. i «
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16 THE HOPE AND POWER
moment on the great and simultaneous conversion of multitudes
.qu the day of Pentecost, but we may well give -attention to,the
fact, that from that time forward, until Christianity had reachdd
its ntmost limits, thére wag g succedsion’ ¢f’ similgr alvakenjngs.
In other words, the increase of the c¢Hurch during the first two
centuries was by the rapid accession of great, numbets, rather
than bythe gradual adding of a few. at a time, after long intervals,
That this is true should seem undeniable, when we take the. tes-
timony of guthentic records ag to thegreat extension ofi the church
within a camparatively short periad, By no other mode of in-
¢rease was it possihlg for a diffysion of, the truth; so speedy and
8o wide, t0 have been accomplished., .
Let ug ask your-atfention to the neglected truth, that wear we
‘CALL THE REFORMATION WaS A GREAT REVIVAL OF RELIGION, It js
a deplorable error to consider this toral ‘convulsion 'as a.mere
change of .speculative, tenets, or a mere struggle for liberty of
conscience. Both these it did involve, undoubtedly; but beneath
these, vivifying and nerving these, was the sénse of spiritusl things,
the experience of conviction, conversion, holy awe, and holy joy,
the gracious affections of the new creature, which pervaded coun-
tries and traversed a whole continent. It was tHe personal
“interest of soulg in agony about escape from the wrath tq come,
Which gave interest tq the great questions between' Popery and
Reform. The sudden unveiling of the long- hidden Bible before ,
the laity was like the return of the sun ypon a Greenland night.
The entrance of the ray gave understanding t6 the. simple; and
in thousands of instances, the rejection of Pelagiaxf error and the
acceptance of Christ were contemporaneous and undistinguishable
exercises. Never, cestainly, since the days of the early Christians
was there 50 wide:spread a concern about religion; never were
there so many conversions. ¥ # * Tpe goed and great men who
were the chief instruments in this amazing revival felt and avowed
that it was entirely of God, that all true faith was of hig ithmedi-
ate operation, and that nothing but the omnipotence of the Spirit
could produce the change which they observed and experienced.
“Their uniform language on this point was a reiteration of the
truth, “Jrsvs, having received of the Father the promise of the
Holy Ghost, hath shed forth this which ye now see and hear.’
And there is reason to believe that the benign work did not abate
in its power so long as a full tribute of praise was given to the

sovereignty, .
viding, the way ©
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guage, and-our religious freedom, mark us ou
but whether good or evil, God knoweth.
sagacious, that unless our relj
national increase,
division, disaster, and desolatioh ; that no tardy,
perceptible increase of religion wi
nothing can do so but great acce
‘by such revivals of religion as w

characterizes us is the centrifu

by some extraordinary check
swhere we are, and not add anot

her. unit:to our census, weishould
still need a large measure of sal

t to keep ns from ruin, We have
not been faithful to the deposit with which we are,intrusted.

From the absurd attempt to keep up religion withont doctripe, a
large part of the present generation has grown up already with
no proper safeguard* against soul:destroying error.
have.they no tests to.distinguish Pelagianism from gos
-but they even learn to treat with indifference the hete

deny the atonement and the godhead of Jesus. That charity
which believeth all things but God’

s truth, opens the doors to a
fatal religious literature, in which, by a sort of universal solvent,
all the doctrinal bhones of theology are reduced to a gelatinous
mass of ambiguous sentiment: The consequence -is easily pre-
dicted. In stupid dread of the catechism, and the definitions of
the church, these people and their children lose all sense of the
diversities: of creeds, become looser and more‘ignorant as*filse-
hood' grows familiar, and are'led off to-universalism on one side,

and, popery on the- other; or, more dégrading and ruinoug still, to
Socirus, Swedenborgy familiar 8pirits, or the Mormons, We have
not been laborious a

fid careful for the ‘perpetuity of the truth.
We have multitudes gmiong us who are losing every impression

-of theis infancy, becoming latitudinarian in their creed, relaxed

in their marals, and ténding- towards the world from whom their
fathers, came out. We have & mixed multitude

‘accompanying: our march, who' ever and anon
some error or sdme wickedpess.
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hat we ask or think. Such a dawn of glory as this
hurcbes would extend its beams to our remotest mis-
our national Union & cement worth
d compromises. The young men of
pew influences, & generahion fitted
in a better age. Tt is no more than, is predicﬁed:
ter upon him that is thirsty, and flogds upen the
y Spirit apop thy seed, and MY blessing
pring up 88 among-the
One ghall say, 1 am the
all call himself by, the pame of Jacob, and
abscribe with his hand unto theLord, and surname
name of Israel” Our, youth would be the hap-
d we the bappiest people in, the,world.. Oh that
and be possessed myself with & due sense of the
1oveliness, the_glory, jhe indispensablengss, of such & gift. If 1
judge gright, all other pursuits are pothing 1o the pursuit of thig.
Qur common and popular methods of doing good to men aim only
at.temporal good, dr if higher, oply jndirectly; but, this is aiming
at the good of the soul, and for eternity- ‘Here is the great work
of pililanthropy', the only work worth liying for.

Dear brethren, ypu do not need 80 much to have thig demon-
strated. as ta have i ou aYe not infidels. Yon
believe in the soul, in its jmmuortality, it preciousness, its peril;

ou helieve‘that most around you dre ansanctified, are perishing;

beligve that they must be renaewed, OT. lost,.and that the time
elieve thatithey cannot 8ave themselves, that they
will not come t0 {he Saviour ;> you pelieve ,that God alone cam
gave them, that he can do it gpeedily, that he can do it now, that
he will be inquired of to do:it for you.
Then what room is there for further argument ? “Your minds
concede. all that can be demanded. It only remains that you
pray. God hath promised, and will perform; these solemn feasts
ghall be crowded; he “ will increage them with men like & flock,”
. as when ten thousand went up to Jerusglem 10 gacred festivals,
filling évery avenne, and ovérspreading.the holy place, the city,
and the gurrounding hills and vales and villages. Let but the
plast of the silver trampet be once heard, long and loud, and
sweetly penetrat'mg over mountain and plain of our, beloved land,
and the sound of jubilee chall reverberate from distant shores,
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all political ties an
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and the “ ransomed of the Lord shall returu, and come to Zion
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads.”

As the conversion of a multitude, ‘even “flocks of men,” sets
forth the glory of God, so this is more specially’and eminently
done, when the blessing comes i answer to prayer. Never have

+the hondrs-of our common Christianity been so illustrious as
when with on& consent the people of God have been seen throng-
ing to the place. of prayer, as if An public acknowledgnlent that
thie excellency of the power is “of God, and not of us.”

‘When. united prayer begins, revival is not merely coming, it
has come: And this. agrees with the word of the Lord: “And
it shall come to pass, before they call I will answer ; and while
they are yet'speaking, I will hear.” In sovereignty of dispensa-
tion the Most High prepares his own sheep, causes them 40 hear
the Shepherd’s voice, and brings them into his fold. When the
spirit-of prayer is universal, the divine gift will transcend all
prévious example. Iyquiring for God, in the way of renewed
prayer,'marks growth in the individwal Christfan. The solitary
chamber and the'nigh{ watches attest the'increase’Gf zeal and
importunity. Parents,- guardians, husbands, wives, teacliers,
friends, lie prostratebefore God, yearning for the conversion of

sifners. Above all,~ministers of the word and elders of the
churclres pre- made to recognize. their solemn relation.to the
work, and give themselves to prayer. Of this we have a remarks-
ble.instance in the case of Shots, already mentioned. *Xn that
place,” says Mr. Livingston; “I used to find more liberty in
préaching than elsewhere ; yea, the only day-in’all my life where-
irr I found most of the presence, of God in‘preaching;was on.a
Ménday, after the communijon, preachihg in ‘the churchyard of
Shots, June 21, 1630. The night before I had been with some
Christians, who spent the night in prayer and conference. When
I was alone in the fields, about éight or nine o'cloék in the morn-
ing, before we were to.go to sermon, there came such a misgiving
spirit.-upon me, considering my unworthiness and weakness, and
the expectation of the people, that I was consulting with mysef,
-to have'stoleh away sGmewhere and declined that day’s preach-
‘ing, but that I thought I durst.not so.far distrust God, and so
“went to sermon, and got good assistance about an hour and a
halfupon the points which I had meditated on, Ezek.xxxyi. 25, 26.
+And in the end, offeritg to close with some words of exhortation,
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i it d.
i in & strain of exhortation an
{ an hour™ time, 11'1 o
1 was led on lfb\(::h liberty and melting of heart,lzswlenfaﬂ ¢ bad
Warmng,.cw1t~ Yo i all my lifetime.” Nor should f N
the lfke in pio S who, in this piece of autobiography,

i man, .
e mOdegeo:o?:ernin; the convérsion of* a single soul by
able.

i less
drops no syl he best authority that no
. learn from the auy
e meansl; g::dw:ersons were, a8 Was behfav.ed, con:e:}tlzq 223:11‘
than five, AURC that rural churchyard. Ministers of the'g .
that sermon, 10 ibility at such times, an

¢, have a serious respons : oo
bl;eyond ilsleo?;e;sk {he intercession of God’s people, that they
ave ca

lll‘ly W 'h more devotlon Of the Whole man, bl thems v
ay, wi give 81 €s to
tlle WOId Of God a:nd prayex‘.
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§GE OF BEING A PREBAC
THE PRIVEL 0F THE GOSPEL. ®

N UNSPEAKABLE PRIVILEGE FOR AMiI::‘;RLYMAI: %on tx;m I:;,
HIS 2 . I

who am WITHhTHEthl;UlzZIsiA:fm;l (s):i:ts, is this grace giv'en, that;'
T e et i})‘1nmnong the Gentiles the .un‘searc}mble. nchesH (')S
¢ Sh'ou'l’(’i Pfealcx was Paul's view of the mipisterlal 'oﬁice. . i

ool 5 bucd it: Who is sufficient for these things ? fx"e
B in el.f h: ostolic zeal—the riches of the 'Gospe in
T e ois own p As he turns from gazing at the

ith his own poverty. : o e
cont"ai_t;;; commission, on which 2 single name fills all wi
page 0 ,

< at what he was, what he is,
md'iance, lthg na:ln ?)::ervis;;:;ot}l:;zksuch a one as 1‘1e should hzx-rj
}tl}?'?}?(:x:xzie I?li looks at the treasure of whic};‘ };,e is :t‘sltzwz.; ”
1 ; ' . riches of hisn s
o RiCh&;?f f ];intérﬁ;ellfsc‘:llc:t}l‘lf\;erwhich passeth km?w.ledge ;‘
Y ehes . o - onse uer,lces, in the wealthy bliss of. mllhor{sb;)e
“‘ches Of o coels gf mercy. Unsearchable riches | .mca}cu 2l !
?Verﬂo“’mg_"eisl ht, in depth. A river of life ﬂow.mg from? e
i ““mb‘:"'!(_;zd :fd (;f tbe Lamb, unsearchable in its sovereign
ﬂ“‘°-“ . o'mmeasurable and unfathomable in its ocean ﬂo;v(i den
SO‘S;:;O“ wonder, my brethren, at the subsequent self-devo
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of Paul, that’' he henceforth.could Enow nothing else, that he
speeded over eea and land to fulfil kis calling? No. It is the
vital spirit of‘every ancient, 6f.every modein missiohary: What:
were chains to sick a man'? T afready, not to.be bound only,
but o die for: the name of the Liord: Jesus.” What was jeopardy
of life? ¥T cqiint not my life dearunto myself, so that I might:
finish my course with joy, and the ministry which Lhave received
of the Lord Jesus, o testify the Gospel of the'grace of God”
(Acts xx. 24). It was not a transient fervor. It sfood the test.
The marks or signs of an apostle were on him:(Acts xxi.)o He'
was in labors abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons
frequent, in deaths oft, in perils. by land and sea, from violence
and treachery, in weariness and painfulness, and watchings and
hunger and cold and nakedness and shipwreck. Yet none of
these things moved him. How could they? Two thoughts
expelled all others, and reigned in his soul-—his own baseness
artd the unseéarchable riches of Christ, his own sm and the glory
af the Gospel. v .
To such a one, life will sebmd a rapld éurrept for it awill be
filled with the haste of fervid action. Oceans will become mere
i straits to such a zeal. The place, the circumstances ‘of ]abor,
will be mere dist on the balance. So thatthe Gospel be preached,
it will matter little in what Iunvuage or amidst what dangers. ’

: " ' R
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{Ax able and sucgestne tract, eqtltled “ An Address to Teachers,” by -
the author of the preéceding selections, was pubhshed a number of yoars
ago by the Boarp or EpucatioN. A few Eopxes of it remain on hand,
and it will be sent on applidation gratuitously to those who are engaged,
or specially interested, in that work.]
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