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ARTICLE L

DEFICIENCIES AND MEANS OF SUCCESS IN
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.*

BY THE REV. B. BICKERSTETH.

CHRISTIAN education is a most important part of every parent’s
duty, and the root of innumerable future blessings. It is common
to hear complaints, that the children of pious parents disappoint the
expectations which are usually, and not unnaturally formed; and it
is true that this is too often the case; and that in some instances
children piously educated, will, when they break through the re-
straints of education and habit, become excessively wicked ; and they
may even, like Eli's and David’s children, perish in their wickedness.
In these extreme cases, there has probably been either some serious
neglect of parental duty, or the formation of unhappy connexions
with others; at least every Christian parent is dumb before God
under such awful dispensations, and is feelingly alive to the convic-
tion of his own sinfulness.

But, after all, the mass of Christian piety in a country will be
found to be in the generation of the pious; and though God shows
his own sovereignty in raising up, sometimes, an eminent instrument
of good from among the most wicked, he also shows the riches and
the faithfulness of his own promises: ¢ The generation of the upright
is blessed: Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he
is old he will not depart from it.”

It may be useful briefly to notice some causes of want of success,
and also to touch upon the means of a successful Christian education.

L. In considering the causes of want of success we must first no-
tice the disregard of one of the most important religious principles,
a due knowledge of which lies at the root of all success in this work
—that all children are by nature born in sin, and the children of
wrath; that they inherit from their parents a carnal mind, which is
enmity against God. However pious the parent, his nature is cor-

* Part of the Introduction to Domxstic PorTRAITURE of Legh Richmond, &c., by
the Rev. E. BickxrsterH. Republished by R. Carter and Brothers, N. Y. 1850.
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Advice to a Young Minuster. 153

ARTICLE XVIL

ADVICE TO A YOUNG MINISTER.

[The late Dr. Alexander, who was exceeded b{ none in sound practical wisdom,
gave the following counsels to a pupil who had left the Seminary and gone into the
active duties of the ministry.]

Princeton, June 21, 1838.

WHILE you remain at home, I would advise you to spend much of
your time in making yourself familiar with the English Bible, and
also rcad a portion of the Greek Testament. Compose one good
sermon every weck ; and set down such texts in your common-place
book, as strike you at any particular time, with such a division and
leading thoughts as occur ; and when you insert a text, leave room
for a few leading thoughts or illustrations, to be added from time to
time. Spend an hour or two each day in carcfully reading the
writings of some able theologian. The particulars mentioned will
be sufficient for your morning occupation.

In the evening, when at home, read history, ancient and modern.
Cultivate an acquaintance with the best English classics. Read
them with some regard to your own style. And if you havea strong
predilection for any branch of science, literature, or theology, in- °
dulge it, at least to a certain extent, and endcavour to make your-
self eminent in that department. Make some experiment in writing
paragraphs for the periodical press, or in composing a tract. By
writing a good evangelical tract, you may be the means of more good
than by preaching all your life; for that would live when you were
dead.

Do not be idle in the exercise of the ministry which you have re-
ceived. Your commission reads: * Be instant in season, out of sea-
son, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine.”
Carry the Gospel to the ignorant in the suburbs and vicinity of B .
Scek a blessing and expect a blessing on your labours. Make use of
this resting-time to cultivate picty in your own heart; endeavour to
keep up communion with your God and Saviour. Be much in medi-
tation, sclf-examination, learn more and more the wisdom of self-
denial.  Beware of being guided and governed principally by a re-
gard to your own case or cmolument.  For Christ’s sake be willing
to encounter difficultics and to endure privations. Think much of the
worth of the soul, and exert all your energies to rescue sinners from
ruin. Be not afraid to go to any place where Providence opens the
way. DBe sure to mark the leadings of Providence towards you,
and to follow the path indicated. If you, through inattention and
selfish affections, take a course different from that indicated, you will
get strangely entangled and bewildered in your pilgrimage, and may
never enjoy comfort or be of much use in the world. Through God’s
- blessings we are all well.

I am, affectionately, yours, &c.
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