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The substance of the following article has often been ad- 

dressed to afflicted friends in the shape of a letter. It wdl 

soon appear as a Tract. It is now published in lieu of 

writing to some dear friends, who are in great 
affliction. 

JOY IN SORROW* # 
OK COMFORT FOR THE BEREAVED. 

My afflicted Friend, . 

I come not to deny that your grief is just. The 

cause of it is a sore anti grievous wound. Nor 

do I wish to mock you by an affected gaiety of 

address. This would be cruel indeed. “Ashe 

that taketh away a garment in cold weather, and 
as vinegar upon nitre, so fs he that singeth songs 
to an heavy heart.” (Ps. xxv. 20.) Nor shall I 

deride your sufferings, by presenting any conside- 
ration which mere worldly wisdom would devise. 
It can surely be no relief to your wounded heart 
to be told, what you know tirbe false, that there 
is no real suffering in this life. Nor can I pre- 
tend to comfort you, by sayingthat your grief will 
do no good. Its greatest aggravation is, that no 
tears will bring back the light of your eyes. Nor 

could I so far forget your woes as merely to say, 
that sorrow is the common lot of man. How can 

it but add to the grief of a benevolent mind to 

know that others endure the same ills? Nor dare 

I declare your present feelings unreasonable.— 
There is, too, a sacredness in your sorrow, which 
I would not rudely touch. I therefore come-not 

impertinently to meddle with another’s feelings, 
nor to torment you with vain words. Yet let me 

say a few things. They are for your good. They 
may prove inestimable blessings. 
Your present affliction is from God, the good, 

the just, the wise, and the holy. Your bereave- 

ment came not by chance, nor from the power of 
wicked men or wicked angels. God has not con- 

signed this world over to the uncontrolable way 
of a blind fortuity, nor to the reign of devils. Look 
not much at the mere instruments at y..ur afflic- 

tion. To lament that something else was not 

done, when you did all that at the 
time seemed 

proper, is to lament that you have not as much 

knowledge as the prophets of God or the 
God ol 

prophets. Beware of spending time in reflection 
on second causes. One important end of God in 

this affliction is, to fix the thoughts on Him. De- 

feat not this design of love. Though the Sabeans 
and Chaldeans took away Job’s oxen and asses 

and camels, and murdered his servants, yet he 

‘said not a word of their wicked robbery, but de- 

clared—“The Lord hath taken away.”-i5J>erhaps 
a message of deeper alarm never wrunga 

father s 

heart, than that which Samuel bore to Eli. With 
one thought the venerable man quieted himself 
“It is the Lord: let him do what seemeth him 

good.” 
There are reasons for your afflictions. They 

are good and sufficient. They satisfied God. II 

known, they would satisfy you. In the absence 

of the Principal of a Grammar School, his pupils 
formed two societies for mutual improvement. 
Their meetings were held in the only commodi- 
ous vacant house in the village. A letter informed 
the teacher of what had been done. He immedi- 

ately wrote, positively forbidding all farther meet- 

ings. This order was strictly, though with pain, 
obeyed. It required all his good standing among 
his devoted young friends to restrain them 

from 

believing this act tyrannical. So painful was the 
state of their minds, that on his return, all pre- 
ferred a respectful request for explanation of this 

mysterious conduct. Reminding them of his for- 
mer and known kindness, he inquired if that, 
united with his declaration that he had good rea- 
sons, was not sufficient. They promptly expressed 
their confidence both in his kindness and veraci- 

ty; but said it would relieve their minds to know 
his reasons. “Then,” said he, “I have several. 
One is, that a few days before I left you, three 

men, having been secretly lodged in the house 
where your meetings were held, had died of the 
small-pox. Are you satisfied?” All assented. 

So, child of sorrow, God is trying you. He spoils 
your plans, he crosses your wishes, he takes away 
your delights; but he has good reasons for all He 
does. Yet he frequently conceals the cause of 
all these trials. He says—“Whatl do, thou know- 
est not now, but thou shalt know hereafter.” It 

is both folly and wickedness to doubt his love or 
his wisdom in the mysteries of providence. 

“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust him for his grace; 
Behind a frowning providence, #' 
He hides a smiling face. 
His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour, 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flower. 
Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan his work in vain; 
God is his own interpreter, 
And He will make it plain.” 

liooa may come out ot tins amicuon. x ou 

should be far more desirous of obtaining that good 
than of getting rid of the evil under which you 
suffer. It is not necessary that your sorrow cease. 
It is necessary that it be sanctified. God has 

brought you into the house of mourning, that “by 
the sadness of the countenance the heart might 
be made better.” See to it that you here gather 
some of the ripe clusters of “the peaceable fruits 
of righteousness.” Nothing but dreadful unbelief 
and wickedness can hinder this affliction from be- 
ing one of God’s choice and rich blessings. 
Take heed that you sin not. The least sin, an 

unworthy thought of God, is a far greater evil 
than all your sorrows. The kindest wish any can 
now have for you is, that in all your trials you 
may not sin, nor charge God foolishly. Sin is the 
greatest of all evils. Sin is your worst enemy. 
Hell is not so terrible. Sorrow may be a friend. 
The cup in Benjamin’s sack was the forerunner 
of Benjamin’s portion. They who suffer with 
Christ shall also reign with him. , 

- 

“The path of sorrow and that path alone 
Leads to the land, where sorrows are unknown.” 

God has had on earth one Son without sin, but 
never one without affliction. The road to heaven 
is soaked with the blood of fifty millions of mar- 
tyrs. Rivers of water ran down their-eyes. Yet 
they all (even while on earth) regarded sin as the 
worst evil in the universe. O avoid the very ap- 
pearance of evil. God has a right to expect that 
you will now honor him. Do it and He will ho- 
nor you. But if you now sin against him, you 
shall be lightly esteemed. 

Suffer not to pass unheeded the mercies which 
attend this affliction. Does your heart faint un- 
der the suddenness of the stroke. Perhaps no- 
thing but a revelation from God, attested by mi- 
racles, or severe and protracted sufferings in the 
deceased, could have fully prepared your mind for, 
the stroke. The former you could not expect.' 
The latter you could not wish. Besides, God had 
told you to be always in readiness for any death. 
“All flesh is grass.” He lent you your beloved 

only to remain with you at his will. 
The following beautiful story is from the Mish- 

no of the Rabbins. During the absence of the 
Rab'bT Meir from his house, his two sons died— 
both of them of un<fcinmon beauty and enlighten- 
ed, by the law. His wjfe bore them to her cham- 
ber, and laid them upon her bed, and spread a 

white covering over their bodies. When Rabbi 
Meir returned, his first inquiry was for his sons. 
His wife reached him a goblet; he praised the 
Lord at the going out of the Sabbath, drank, and 
again asked, “Where are my sons, that they too 
may drink of the cup of blessing?” “They will 
not be far off,” she said, placing food before him, 
that he might eat. He was in a glad and genial 
mood, and when he had said grace after meat, she 
iiius auuresseu aim: 

“Rabbi, with thy permission, I would fain pro- 
pose to thee one question.” 
“Ask it, then, my love,” replied he. 
“A few days ago, a person entrusted some jew- 

els in my custody, and now he demands them, 
should 1 give them back to him?” 
“This is a question,” said the Rabbi Meir, 

“which my wife should not have thought it neces- 
sary to ask. What, wouldst thou hesitate or be 
reluctant to restore to every one his own?” 

“No,” she replied, “but yet I thought'll best not 
to restore them, without acquainting thee there- 
with.” She then led him to the chamber, and 
stepping to the bed, took the white covering from 
the dead bodies. *. 

“Ah! my sons, my sons,” loudly lamented their 
father, “my sons! the light of my eyes and the 
light of my understanding, I was your father— 
but ye were my teachers in the law.” 

*£The mother turned away and wept bitterly. At 
length, she tookher husband by the band and said, 
“Rabbi, didst thou not teach me that we must not 
be reluctant to restore that, which was entrusted 
to our keeping? See, the Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away, and blessed be the name of the 
Lord!” 
^‘Blessed be the name of the Lord,” echoed the 

holy man; “and blessed be his holy name forever.” 
Besides, had you known all you now know, per- 

haps you could not have done your duty to the 
dear deceased. 

Therefore, think of the mercies attending this 
whole affliction. -Count them up. It is & work 
of an ignoble mind to pervert an7 conduct, espe- 
cially that of our best friend. 

Lastly. Your present situation is not without 
its appropriate duties. “Is any afflicted, let him 
pray.” Cast your care upon God, for he careth 
for you. Earnestly inquire why God has afflicted 
you. Be patient. Be quiet. Be gentle. Be ten- 
der-hearted. Weep with those who weep. Do 

your duty to those who still live. Labor for the 
salvation of souls. Especially rely on Jesus 
Christ and his rich grace, and even you shall soon 

say—“It is good for me that I have been afflicted. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. My choicest 
blessings flow from my severest trials.” 

Therefore, lift up the hands which hang down, 
and the feehle knees. Be strong in the Lord and 
in the power of his might. Flee tolhe promises. 
Make God your refuge; and when you “pass 
through the waters, he shall be with you, and 

through the rivers, they shall not overflow you; 
when you walk through the fire, you shall not be 
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon you; 
for Jehovah is your God and your Saviour. Fear 

not, He will be with you.” M. R. 

LOVE TO GOD. 

The distinctions which some .make in love, 
need not be taken as importing different kinds, 
but different actings of the same love, by which 
we may try our jto much pretended love of Christ, 
which in truth is so rarely found. There will 
then be in this love, if it be genuine, these three 
qualities, good will, delight, and desire. 

1st, good-will, earnest wishing, and (as we can) 
promoting God’s glory, and stirring up others so 
to do. They who seek more their own things 
than the things of Jesus Christ, more their own 
praise and esteem than his, are strangers to this 
divine love; for she seeks not her own things. 
The bitter root of self-love is most hard to pluck 
up; this strongest and sweetest love of Christ 
alone doth it actually though gradually.' This 
love makes the soul like the lower Heaven, slow 
in its own motion, most swift in the motion of 
that first which wheels it about; so, the higher 
degree of love, the more swift. It loves the hard- 
est tasks and greatest difficulties, ^vhere it may 

perform God service, either in doing or in suffer- 
ing for him. It is strung as death, and irta/ny 
waters cannot quench it. Eccles. viii. 6, 7.— 
The greater the task is, the more real are the tes- 
timony and expression of love, and therefore the 
more acceptable to God. * 

2dly, There is m true love, a complacency and 
delight in God; a conformity to his will; a loving 
what he loves: it is studious of his will, ever 
seeking to know more clearly what it is that is 
most pleasing to him, contracting a likeness to 

God in all his actions, by conversing with him, 
by frequent contemplation of God, and looking 
on his beauty. As the eye lets in this affection, 
so it serves it constantly, and readily looks that 
way which love directs it. Thus the soul pos- 
sessed with this love of Jesus Christ, the soul 
which hath its eye much upon him, often think- 
ing on his former sufferings and present glory, 
the more it looks upon Christ, the more it loves; 
and still the more it loves, the more it delights to 
look upon him. 

3dly, There is in true love a desire; for it is 
but small beginnings and tastes of his goodness 
which the soul hath here; therefore it is syll 
looking out and longing for the clay of marriage. 
The time is sad and wearisome, and seems much 
longer than it is, while it is detained here. 1 de- 

sire to be dissolved (saith St. Paul) and to be 
with Christ. Phil. i. 23. 
“God is the sum of all things lovely. Thus 

excellently Gregory Nazianzen expresseth him- 
self, Orat. 1. “If I have any possessions, health, 
credit, learning, this is all the contentment I have 
of them, that I have somewhat I may despise for 
Christ, who is totus desiderabilis, et lotnm de- 
siderabile, (the all-desirable one, the everything 

desirable.”) And this love is the sura of all he 
requires of us; it is that which makes all our 
meanest services acceptable, and without which 
all we offer to him is distasteful. God doth de 
serve our love not only by his matchless excel- 
lency and beauty, but by his matchless love to us, 
and that is the strongest loadstone of love. He 
hath loved me, saith the Apostle, Gal. ii. 20. 
How appears that? In no less than this, He hath 
given himself for me. Certainly then, there is 
no clearer character of our love than this, to give 
ourselves to him who hath so loved us, and given 
himself for us. 

This affection must be bestowed somewhere: 
there is no man but hath some prime choice, 
somewhat that is the predominant delight of his 
soul; will it not then be our wisdon to makg ijie 
worthiest choice? seeing it is offered us,'it is'ex- 
treme folly to reject it. 
Grace doth not pluck up by the roots and whol- 

ly destroy the natural passions of the mind, be- 
cause they are distempered by sin! that were an 
extreme remedy tq cure by killing, and heal by 
cutting off; no, but it corrects the distemper in 
thitn; it dries not up thi# main stream of love, 
but purifies' 4. from the mud which it is full of in 
its wrong course, or turn's it into its right chan- 

by which it may run into happiness, and 
empty itself into the ocean of goodness. The 
Holy Spirit turns the love of the soul towards 
God in Christ, for in that way only can it appre- 
hend His love; so then Jesus Christ is the first 
object of this Divine love; he is medium unionis 
through whom God conveys the sense of his love 
to the soul, and' receives back its love to Him- 
self. 
And it we will consider las incomparable beau- 

ty, we may look on it in the Holy Scriptures, 
particularly in that divine song of loves, wherein 
Solomon borrows all the beauties of the creatures, 
dips his pencil in all their several excellencies, 
to set him forth unto us, who is the chiej of ten 
thousands. There is an inseparable intermixture 
of love with belief and a pious affection, in re- 
ceiving Divine truth; so that in effect, as we dis- 
tinguish them* they are mutually strengthened, 
the one bjrthe other, and so, though it seem a 

circle, it is a divine one, and falls not under cen- 
sure of the school’s pedafetry. If you ask, How 
shall I do to love? I answer, Believe. If you 
ask, How shall I believed I answer, Love. Al- 
though the expressions to a carnal mind are alto- 
gether unsavoury, by grossly mistaking them, 
yet, to a soul taught to read and hear them, by 
any measure of that same spirit oflove wherewith 
they were penned, they are full of heavenly and 
unutterable sweetness. 

Many directions as to the means of begetting 
and increasing this love of Christ, may be here 
offered, and they who delight in number, may 
multiply them; but surely this one will compre- 
hend the greatest and best part, if not all of them; 
believe, and you shall love; believe much, and 
you shall love much; labor for strong and deep 
persuasions of the glorious things which are spo- 
ken, of Christ, and this will command love. Cer- 

tainly, did men indeed believe his worth, they 
would accordingly loye him; for the reasonable 

1 
creature cannot but affect that most which it firm- 

ly believes to be worthiest of affection. O! this 
mischievous lxrvholiof ia that wiviok makes the 
heart coid and dead towards God. Seek then to 
believe Christ’s excellency in himself, and his 
love to us, and our inter.' It in him, and this will 
kindle such a fire in the heart, as will make it as- 
cend in a sacrifice of love to him. 
The signs likewise of this love may be multi- 

plied, according to the many fruits and workings 
of it; but in them all, itself is its own most infal- 
lible evidence. When the soul finds that all its 
obedience and endeavor to keep the commands of' 
Jesus Christ, which himself makes its character, 
do flow from love, then it is true and sincere; for 
do or suffer what you will, without love all pass- 
es for nothing; all are ciphers without it, they 
signify nothing. 1 Cor. xiii. 

This is the message of the Gospel, and that 
which the ministry aims at; and therefore the 
ministers ought to be suitors, not for themselves, 
but for Christ, to espouse souls to him, and to 

bring in many hearts to love him. And certainly, 
this is the most compendious way to persuade to 
all other Christian duties, for this is to converse 
with Jesus Christ, and where his love is, no other 
incentive will be needful; for love delights in the 
presence and converse of the party loved. If we 
are to persuade to duties of the second table, the 
sum of those is, -love to our brethren, resulting 
from the love of Christ, which diffuseth such a 
sweetness into the soul, that it is all love, and 
meekness, and gentleness, and long-suffering. 

If times be for suffering, love will make the 
soul not only bear, but welcome the bitterest af- 
flictions of life, and the hardest kinds of death for 
his sake. In. a word, there is in love a sweet 

constraint, or tying of the heart to all obedience 
and duty. 
The love of God is requisite in ministers for 

their preaching of the word; so our Saviour to 
St. Peter, John xxi. 15, Peter, lovest thou me? 
then feed my lambs. It is requisite for the peo- 
ple that they receive the truth in the love of it, 
and that Christ preached may be entertained in 
the soul, and embraced by faith and love. 
You that have made choice of Christ for your 

love, let not your hearts slip out, to renew your 
wonted base familiarity with sin; for that will 

bring new bitterness to your souls, and at least 
for some time deprive you of the sensible favor 
of your beloved Jesus. Delight always in God, 
and give him yourjyvhole heart; for he deserves 
it all, and is a satisfying good to it. The largest 
heart is all of it too strait for the riches of conso- 
lation which he brings with him. Seek to in- 
crease in this love; and though it is at first weak, 
yet labor to find it daily rise higher, and burn hot- 
ter and clearer, and consume the dross of earthly 
desires.—Leighton. 

ANTITHEISM. 

To be able to say then that'there is a God, 
we may have only to look abroad on some definite 
territory, and point to the vestiges that are given 
of His power and His presence somewhere. To 
be able to say that there is no God, we must walk 
the whole expanse of infinity, and ascertain by 
observation, that such vestiges are to be found 
nowhere. Grant that no trace of Him can be 
discerned in that quarter of contemplation, which 
our puny optics have explored—does it follow, 
that, throughout all immensity, a Being with the 
essence and sovereignty of God is nowhere to 
be found? Because through our loopholes of com- 
munication with that small portion of external 
nature which is before us, we have not seen or 

ascertained a God—must we therefore conclude 
of every unknown and untroden vastness in this 
illimitable universe, that no Divinity is there?— 
Or because, through the brief successions of our 
little day, these heavens have not once broken si- 
lence, is it therefore for us to speak to all the pe- 
riods of that eternity which is behind us; and to 

say, that never hath a God come forth with the 

unequivocal tokens of His existence? Ere we 

can say that there is a God—we must have seen, 
on that portion of Nature to which we have ac- 

4* 
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cess, the print of His footsteps; or have bad di- 
rect intimation from Himsell; or been satisfied 
by the authentic memorials el His converse with 
our species in other days. But ere we can say that there is no God—we must have roamed over 
all nature, and seen that no mark of a Divine 
footstep was there; and we must have gotten in- 
timacy with every existent spirit in the universe, 
and learned from each, that never did a revela- 
tion of the Deity visit him; and we must have 
searched, not into the records of one solitary 
planet, but into the archives of all worlds, and 
thence gathered, that, throughout the wide realms 
ot immensity, not one exhibition of a reigning 
and living God ever has been made. Atheism 
might plead a lack of evidence within its own 
field of observation. But antitheism pronounces 
both upon the things which are, and the things 
which are not within that field. It breaks forth 
and beyond all those: limits, that have been pre- 
scribed to man’s excursive spirit, by tne sound 
philosophy of experience; and by a presumption 
the most tremendous, even the usurpation of all 
space and of all time, it affirms that there is no 
God. To make this out, we should need to tra- 
vel abroad over the surrounding universe till we 
had exhausted it, and to search backward through 
all the hidden recesses of eternity; to traverse in 
every direction the plains of infinitude, and sweep 
the outskirts of that space which is itself inter- 
minable; and then bring back to this little world 
of ours, the report of a universaUblank, wherein 
we had not met with one manifestation or one 
movement of a presiding God. For man not to 
know of a God, he has only to sink beneath the 
level of our common nature. But to deny him, he must be a God himself. He must arrogate 
the ubiquity and omniscience^qf the Godhead. 
f Chalmers. 
llie same idea was previously rendered b'y 

Foster, the Essayist, thus:;; 
“The wonder turns on the great process, by 

which a man could grow to the immense intelli-' 
gence that can know there is no God. What 
ages and what lights are requisite for this attain- 
ment? This intelligence involves the very attri- 
butes of Divinity, while a God is denied. For 
unles this man is omnipresent, unless he is at 
this moment in every place in the universe, he 
cannot know but that there may be in some place 
manifestations of a Deity by which even he would 
be overpowered. If he does not absolutely know 
every agent in the Universe, the one that he does 
Jhot know may be God. If he is not himself the 
chief agent in the universe, and does not know 
what is so, that which is so may be God. If he 
is not in absolute possession of all the propositions 
that constitute universal truth, that one which he 
wants may bejhat there is a God. If he cannot 
with certainty assign the cause of all that he per- 
ceives to exist, that cause may be a God. If he 
does not know every thing that has been done in 
the immeasurable ages that are past, somethings 
may have been done by a God. Thus unless he 
knows all things, that is, precludes another Deity 
by being one himself, he cannot know that the Be- 
ing whose existence he rejects, does not exist.” 

theology. 

Science of every kind is imperfect; and every 
succeeding age adds something to the accumula- 
tion of past ages. If they, who give themselves 
to the study nt nature, look downward, there is 
an unexplored world; and if they look, upward, 
there is a blazing universe, yet but very partially 
investigated, about which they can, at least, con- 
jecture or fancy something new. But in morality 
and religion there is nothing new. The great 
subjects of human duty and human destiny, both 
as to matter, manner, and motive, have not, for 
centuries, received any addition from discovery. 
What man ought to do and to be; the reason why 
he ought so to do and be; the duty in all its ful- 
ness; the manner of performing it, in all its plain- 
ness: and the motives, in all their strength and 
variety, are as old, to say no more, as the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from death. 
New discoveries in matters of revealed truth, 

I look not for, and must confess, that whatever is 
novel, I suspect as being false. Light, I have no 
doubt, is still to be shed on certain obscure pas- 
sages of Holy Writ, especially in the fulfilment 
of prophecy; but that the science of Theology 
should advance, as other sciences do, every year 
almost, becoming more perfect and satisfactory, 
seems to me impossible. The reason is obvious. 
Theological truth is not come at as oilier truth 
is. It is not the result of any long and laborious 
induction. It is not built up by any experiment. 
It is a science of pure revelation; and therefore 
must have existed, in its perfection, from the 
date of the revelation. It cannot be affected, 
as other sciences, by the march of mind, for it is 
the human mind that marches, not the divine.— 
Now theological truth is the expression of this 
mind, to which there can be no accession of new 
ideas. If, eighteen hundred years ago, God had 
made a revelation on the subject of astronomy, 
the science of astronomy would have been as 

perfect a science then, as it is now. The astron- 
omer of the first century, would have held in his 
hand a complete and unerring treatise on his fa- 
vorite science; and what more could the astrono- 
mer of the nineteenth century have? And why 
should not the former be as likely to attain to the 
true meaning, as the latter? What I have sup- 
posed of the science of astrouomy, is of theology, 
strictly and literally true: and in this respect, it is 
distinguished from all other sciences.—Dr. Ne- 
vins. 

EXTRACT PROM JOHN BUNYAN. 

So long as the English language and true piety remain, 
John Bunyan will be a favorite. Many of his most val- 
uable pieces are but little known. The following is ex- 

tracted from his “Jerusalem Sinner Saved”—a little work 
which we commendtoour readers. Its spirituality towers 
above its quaintness: 
“One reason why Christ Jesus shows mercy to 

sinners, is, that he might obtain their love, that 
he may remove their base affections from base 
objects tp himself.* Now, if he loves to be lov- 
ed a little, he loves to be loved much; but there 
is not any that are capable of loving much, save 
those that have much forgiven them. Hence it 
is said of Paul, that he laboured more than them 
all, to wit, with a labour of love, because he had 
been by sin more vile against Christ than they 
all. 1 Cor. xv. He it was that persecuted the 
church of God and wasted it. Gal. i. 13. He, 
of them all, was the only raving bedlam against 
the saints: ‘And being exceeding mad,’ says he, 
‘against them, I persecuted them, even to strange 
cities.’ Acts xxvi. 11. 
This raving bedlam, that once was so, is he 

that now says, I labored more than them all, 
more for Christ than them all. 
But Paul, what moved thee thus to do? The 

* The quickening Spirit of God convinces us of sin; and 
the belief of God’s pardoning and accepting grace in Christ 
is a necessary means to bring us to an ingenuous confes 
sion of it. If you would freely confess your sins, believe 
first, that “God is faithful and just to forgive your sins,” 
through Christ. 1 John i. 3. 

l f i C,hrlst> says he. It was not I, but the grace of God that was with me. As tho’ he should 
say, O grace! It was such grace to save me! It 
was such marvellous grace for God to look down 
lrom heaven upoD me, and that secured me from 
the wrath to come, that I am captivated with the 
riches of it. Hence I act, hence I labour; lor 
how can I otherwise do, since God not only sepa- rated me from my sins and companions, but sepa- rated all (he powers of my soul and body to his 
service? I am therefore prompted on by this ex- 
ceeding love to labour as I have done; yet hot I 
but the grace of God with nag.4*' Oh! I shall never forget his love nor the cir- 
cumstances under which I was, when his love 
laid hold upon me. I was going to Damascus 
with letters from the high priest, to make havoc 
of God’s people there, as I had made havoc of 
them in other places. These bloody letters were 
not imposed upon me. I went to the high priest, 
and desired them of him, Acts ix. 1, 2, and yet 
he saved me! I was one of the men, of the chief 
men, that had a hand in the blood of his martyr 
Stephen; yet he had mercy on me! When I was at 
Damascus, I becameaterrortoall thereabout. Yea, 
Ananias, good man, made intercession to my Lord 
gainst rnef yet be would have mercy upon me! 
Yea, joined mercy to mercy, until he had made 
me a monument of grace. He made a saint of 
me, and persuaded me that my transgressions 
were rorgiven me. 
When I began to preach, those that had heard 

me were amazed, and said, “Is not this he that 
destroyed them that called on this name in Jeru- 
salem, and come hither for that intent, that he ’/ 
might bring them bound to the high priest?” Hell 
doth know that 1 was a Sinner: heaven doth know 
that I was a sinner, the world also,knows thtff j 
was a sinner, a sinner of the greatest size; hut I 
obtained mercy.* Acts ix. 20, 21. 

Shall not this lay obligation upon me? Is not 
love of the greatest force to oblige? Is it not ; 

strong as death? cruel as the grave? and hotter 
than the coals of juniper? Hath i't not a most 
vehement flame? can the waters quench it? can 
the floods drown it? 1 am under die force of it, and this is my continual cry, What shall 1 render 
to the Lord for all the benefits which he has be- 
stowed upon me? 

Ay, Paul! this is something; thou speakest like 
a man, like a man affected, and carried away with 
the love and grace of God. Now, this sense, 
and this affection, and this labour,giveth to Christ 
the love that lie looks for. But he might have 
converted twenty little sinners, and yet not found, 
for grace bestowed, so much love’tn them all. 

I wonder how far a man might go among the 
converted sinners of the smaller size, before one 
could find one that so much as look any thing this 
wayward. Where is he that is thus underpangs 
of love for the grace bestowed upon him by Jesus 
Christ? Excepting only some few, you may 
walk to the world’s end, and find none. But, as 
I said, some there are, and so there has been in 
every age of the church, great sinners, that have 
had much forgiven them; and they Jove* much 
upon this account. 
Jesus Christ therefore knows what he doth", 

when he lays hold on the hearts-of sinners of 
the biggest size. He knows that such an one 
will love more than many that have not sinned 
,half.their sins. 

I wiii -tell you a-story that l have heard of 
Martha and Mary: the name of the book 1 have 
forgot; I mean of the-book in which I found the * 
relation; but the thing was thus: 

Martha, saith my author, was a fery holy wo- 
man, much like Lazarus her brother; but Marysp* 
was a loose and wanton creature: Martha did 
seldom miss good sermons and lectures, when 
she could come at them in Jerusalem; but Mary,* 

^ 

would frequent the houses of sports, and the 
company of the vilest men for lust: And though 
Martha had often desired that her sister would < 

. 

go with her to hear her preachers, yea, had often 
entreated her with tears to do it, yet she could 
never prevail; for still Mary would make her ex- 

' 

cuse, or reject her with disdain for her zeal and 
preciseness in religion.? 

After Martha had waited long, tried many ways 
to bring her sister to good, and all proved ineffee--, 
tual, at last she comes upon her thus: Sister, 
quoth she, I pray thee go with me to the temple 
to-day, to hear one preach a sermon. What kind 
of preacher is he? said she. Martha teplied, it 
is one Jesus of Nazareth; he is the handsomest 
man you ever saw with your eyes. Oh! he shines 
in beauty, and is a mosp excellent preacher. 
Now, what does Mary, after a little pause, but 

go up into her chamber, and decks up herself gs"* 
fine as her fingers could make her. This done, 
away she goes, not with her sister Martha, but 
as much unobserved as she could, to the sermon, 
ux iaiuci iu see me preacuer. 
The hour and preacher being come, and she 

having observed where about the preacher would 
stand, goes and sets herself so in the temple, 
that she might be sure to have the full view of 
this excellent person. So he comes in, and she 
looks, and the first glimpse of his person pleased 
her. Well, Jesus addresseth himself to liis ser- 
mon, and she looks earnestly on him. 
Now, at that time, saith my author, Jesus 

preached about the lost sheep, the lost' groat, and 
the prodigal child. And when he came to shew 
what care the shepherd took for one lost sheep, 
and how the woman swept to find her piece which 
was lost, and what joy there was at their finding; 
she began to be taken by the ears, and forgot 
what she came about, musing what the preacher 
would make of it. But when he came to the ap- 
plication, and shewed, that by the lost sheep was 
meant a great sinner; by the shepherd’s care, was 
meant God’s love for great sinners; and that by 
the joy of the neighbours, was shewed what joy 
jhere was among the angels in heaven over one 

great sinner that repenteth, she began to be taken 
by the heart. And as he spoke these last words, 
she thought he pitched his innocent eyes just 
upon her, and looked as if he spoke what was 
now said, to her: Wherefore her heart began to 
tremble, being shaken with affection and fear; 
then her eyes run down with tears a-pacc; where- 
fore she was forced to hide her face with her hand- 

kerchief, and so sat sobbing and crying all the 
rest of the sermon. „ 

Sermon being done, up she gets, and away she 
goes, and withal inquired where this Jesus the 

preacher dined that day? and one told her at the 
house of Simon the Pharisee. So away goes 

she, first to her chamber, and there strips herself 
of her wanton attire; then falls upon her knees 

to ask God forgiveness of all her wicked life. 

This done, in a modest dress, she goes to Simon’s 

house, where she finds Jesus sat at dinner. So 

* You may as well kill a carnal man, as to confine 
him 

to prayer and preaching—he knows not what it is to take 
real pleasure in spiritual and heavenly work: then how 
could lie love heaven itself! they could not delight'in heaven 

any more than a sow in a palace, or a profunte debauched 
in n company that are praying to and praising God spirit- 
ually. , , 

t There is not a stream, not a drop of grace, to lie naa, 
but from Jesus Christ; he, ns God-man, has U all m him- 

self: he communicates a fulness of light and hie tense and 

understanding, love and joy, yea, every spiritual blessing 
to his members, who must depend oil him at ail times. 



she gets behind him and weeps, and drops her 

tears upon his feet like rain, and washes them, 
and wipes them with the hair of her head. She 

also kissed his feet with her ligs, and anointed 
them with ointment. When Simon the Pharisee 

perceived what the woman did, and being igno- 
rant of what it was to be forgiven much (for he 
never was forgiven more than fifty pence), he 

began to think within himself, that he had been 
mistaken about Jesus Christ, because he suffered 
such a sinueras this woman was, to touch him.* 

Surely, quoth he, this man, if he were a prophet, 
would uot let this woman come near him, for she 
is a town sinner, (so ignorant are all self-right- 
eous men of the way of Christ with sinners.) 
But lest Mary should be discouraged with some 
clownish carriage of this Pharisee, and so desert 
her good beginnings, and her new steps which 

she now had began to take towards eternal life,.. 
Jesus began thus with Simon: “Simon,” saith lie, 
“1 have somewhat to say unto thee. And he 

sajrh. Master, say on. There was, saith Jesus, a 
certain creditor had two ̂ debtors; the one owed 

him five hundred pence, and the other filter. Aml^ 
when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave 
them both. Tell me therefore which of them 

will love him most? Simon answered and said, 
I suppose he to whom he forgave most. And he 

v said unto him, thou hast rightly judged. And he 

...V turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, seest 
thou this woman? 1 entered into thy house, thou 
gavest me no water for my feet; but she has wash- 

' 

ed my feet with her tears, and wiped them with | 
the hairs of her head. Thou gavest me no kiss; 
but this woman, since the time I came in, hath 
not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil 

thop didst not anoint, but this woman hath anoint- 
ed my feet with ointmeut. Wherefore I say unto 

her, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for 
she loved much; but to whom little is forgiven, 
the same loveth little. And he said unto her, 
Thy sins are forgiven.” Luke vii. 36, 50. 

PRESIDENT VAN BURREN’s INAUGURAL ADDRESS. 

The last, perhaps the greatest, of the promi- 
nent sources of discord and disaster supposed to 
lurk in our political condition, was the institu- 

tion of-'JersgMic slavery. Our forefathers were 

deeply impressed with the delicacy of this sub- 
ject, and they treated it with a forbearance so 

evidently wise, that, in spite of every sinister 

foreboding, it never, until the present period, dis- 
turbed the tranquillity of our common country. 
Such a result is sufficient evidence of the justice 
and patriotism of their course, it is evidence not 
to be mistaken, that an adherence to it can pre- 
vent all embarassment from this, as well as from 

every other anticipated cause of difficulty or 

danger, Have not recent events made it obvi- 
ous to the slightest reflection, that the least de- 
viation from this spirit of forbearance is injurious 
to every interest, that of humanity included? 
Amidst the violence of excited passions, this 

generous and paternal feeling has been sometimes 
disregarded; and standing as I now do before my 
countrymen in this high place of honor and of 

trust, I cannot refrain from anxiously invoking 
my fellow citizens never to be deaf to its dictates. 

Perceiving, before my election, the deep interest 
this subject was beginning to excite, I believed 
it a solemn duty fully to make known my senti- 

* rnents in regard to it; and now,' when every mo- 
tive for misrepresentation has passed away, i trust 
that they will be candidly weighed and under- 
stood. At least, they will be my standard of 
conduct in the.path before roe. I ihen declared 
that, if the desire of those of my countrymen who 
were favorable to my election was gratified, “I 
must go into the presidential chair- the inflexible 
and uncompromising opponent of every attempt, 
on the part-of Congress, to abolish slavery in'the 
District of Columbia, against the wishes.oj' the 
slaveholding states; and afso with determination 
equally decided to resist the slightest interference 

' 

with it in the states where it exists.” I submitted 
also to my fellow-citizens, with fulness and frank- 

ness, the reasons which led me to this denomina- 
tion. The result authorizes me to believe that 

they have been approved, aod are confided in, by 
•a majority'of the people of the United States, in- 
cludingthose whom they most immediately affect. 

* It now only remains to add, that no bill conflict- 
ing with these views can ever receive my consti- 
tutional sanction. These opinions have been 
adopted in the firm belief that they are in accord- 
ance with the spirit that actuated the venerated 
fathers of the republic, and that succeeding ex- 
perience has proved them In be humane, patriotic, 
expedient, honorable, and just. 

~ i '' For the Watchman of the South. 

Fredericksburg, August 80th, 1837. 

COMMUNICATIONS. 

TO THE REV. JOHN B. DAVIES, CHESTER DISTRICT, S. C. 

Rev. mid Dear Sir:—As the doings of our late 
Assembly have become a subject of much discus- 
sion, you may wish to know the views and feelings, 
of the brethren in Virginia, on the points in contro- 
versy. 
That the Plan of Union adopted in 1801 was un- 

constitutional, appears now to be conceded by all 

parties. But, as all intelligent and candid men ad- 
mit that every unconstitutional act is null and void; 
some attempt to show, that an act originally uncon- 
stitutional may by silent acquiescence tor a number 
of years, become constitutional and obligatory; and 
in this way they would induce us to believe, that the 
Plan of Union of 1801 has become as binding on 
our judicatories, as if it were a part of our consti- 
tution. On this argument some seem almost solely 
to rely. S. 

It is, however, most unfortunate for them t ha tom- 
constitution contains.au article, providing tor the 
only way in which it can be altered or amended, in 
these yvords—(See Form Gov. Chap. 12, Sec.fi.)— 

> “Before any overture or regulations,-proposed by 
the Assembly, to be established as constitutional' 
rules, shall be obligatory on the churches,it shall be 
necessary to transmit them to all the Presbyteries, 
and to receive the returns of at least a majority of 
them, in writing, approving' thereof.” 

This article meets the case so precisely, that no 
ingenuity can distort it. A child must see that the 
Presbyteries, the sovereign power in our church, 
have decided, in fundamental laws, that nothing 
shall become a constitutional rule, obligatory on the 
churches, unless it be sent down first for the purpose 
to all the Presbyteries, and approved in writing by 
a majority of them. It is vain then to tell sound 
Presbyterians, that silent acquiescence for a certain 
number of years, can change our constitution. 
Some have contended, that the Plan of Union of 

1801 was of the nature of a compact, and that it 
did confer rights and privileges on the ministers and 
churches it embraced, of which they cannot be de- 
prived without moral wrong. 
But it is obvious, if the Plan of Union was in 

tended to be a compact, (which I deny,) the parties 
had no authority to act in the case, and the stipula- 
tions being unconstitutional, the compact was void, and could confer no rights or privileges. Our con- 
stitution prescribes the qualifications for member- 
ship and office in our church, and no one of our ju- dicatories has power to alter them. The Leo-isla- 
ture of Virginia might as well attempt, by law to 
place foreigners in our legislative hall, or in our 
eourts of justice, as our Assembly to admit members 
of another denomination into our legislative and ju- 
dicial courts. The constitution alike in both cases 
prohibits it; and an attempt to assert rights and pri- 
vileges acquired by such unconstitutional legisla- 
tion, must provoke the smile of every intelligent 
man. 

6 
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This “Plan of Union,” besides being unconstitu- 
tional and void from the first, is an evil, very alarm- 

ing now, and growing more'and more so every year. 
In one Synod alone,it allows 109 churches, confess- 
edly not Presbyterians, to send up their commission- 
ers" to sit and vote in our highest judicatory. It has 

also prostrated the defence which our pious fathers, 
by our constitution, wiselyplaced around our church 
to secure among us a sound faith, and a gospel disci- 
pline. By this plan,men and ministers ate allowed 
to hold office in our judicatories, who have never 
adopted our Confession or Form of Government. 
What security can we have for their sound faith 

and Godly practice?.. 
The late Assembly have been charged with un- 

kindness and injustice, in declaring the four Synods 
no longer a part of our body. This charge is surely 
unjust and untrue. The action of the Assembly 
does not affect the Christian or ministerial standing 
of any man in the four Synods. The ministers and 
churches in these Synods are Presbyterians or they 
are not. If they are Presbyterians, the Assembly 
says to them, come out from your connection with 
otiier denominations, which disqualifies you for of- 

fice in our church, but as soon as you choose, unite 
with us in a constitutional way. To those who are 
not Presbyterians, it says, choose the denomination 
and mode of worship you prefer, but you cannot sit 
and vote in our judicatories while you are not Pres- 
byterians. Is this unjust, or unkind? 
The cry has been raised in our Southern church- 

es, and strong appeals have been made to the noble 
feelings of our people, on the weighty subject of the 
invasion of pur religious liberties. Let us guard 
these, I say, with untiring vigilance; but do not let 
us be deceived in this matter. 

It is the right anti privilege ol every religious tie- 
nomination to adopt its own Confession and Form 
of Government. When this Confession and Form 
of Government are published, every man has a per- 
fect right in his religious profession to adopt them 
or prefer some other. AH is voluntary, there is no 
compulsion i»our happy country. But when any 
man or body of men attempt to prevent any deno- 
mination from.worshipping God and managing their 
discipline according to their chosen Confession and 
Form of Government, then is their religious liberties 
invaded. 

Such being my views of the weighty matters, 
that were discussed in the late Assembly, and since 
in our religious papers,you will be prepared to hear 
that. I heartily approve of the declaration by the 
Assembly, that the Plan of Union was unconstitu- 
tional, and that the whole of the Synods which 
grew up under the plan were not, and by our con- 
stitution could not be, judicatories of our church. In 
these views I am not alone. Letters from many 
brethren in different parts of our Synod,induce me to 
believe that the number who differ with me is small, 
and when all the facts in the case shall be fully un- 
derstood, there will be great unanimity among us. 

I take the liberty of sending you this letter in the 
columns of the Watchman of the South,” a paper 
commenced for the purpose of presenting fairly be- 
fore the public, and defending firmly, the doctrines 
and government of the Presbyterian church. It is 
the purpose of its friends to establish a religious pe- 
riodical, which shall exhibit clearly and fully the 
truths of our holy religion, and defend them with 
ability and dignity. Its communications, original 
and selected, we wish to be such as shall increase 
useful knowledge, refine the taste, and elevate the 
tone of piety. We earnestly desire it to be a week- 
ly visiter to the Pastors and their flocks, that shall 
promote revivals of pure religion, excite Christians to 
works of enlarged benevolence, and cement in holy 
affection, all who love the truth as it is in Christ 
Jesus. In this enterprise, so much needed, and so 
greatly to be desired, vye doubt not we shall receive 
the liberal patronage of the Christian community, 
and prayer shall be offered daily for our success. 

Yours, with respect and affection, 
4V SAM’L. B. WILSON. 

For the Watchman of the South. 

The recent acts of the General Assembly, dis- 
owning the four Synods of the Western Reserve, 
Utica, Geneva, and Genesee, have excited much 
inquiry in the church. It is important that these 
acts should be rightly understood; and to this end, 
they should be fully discussed. It may be proper 
that persons, entertaining decided opinions on the 
questions agitated in relation to these acts, should 
present them, for the consideration of inquirers 
after truth. With this view, I propose to submit 
my views of these acts. 
The acts of the General Assembly have been 

assailed on several grounds. I propose to consider 
them, first, as they affect the disowned Synods. 
The act of the General Assembly, as to them, is 
often represented as an unjust and violent inva- 
sion of their rights. 'These acts, in relation to 

the rights of those Synods, may be viewed in four 
aspects. 1. As they affect the religious liberty 
of those Synods. 2. As they affect the religious 
character of those Synods. 3. As they may affect 
the church property in those Synods. 4. As 
they may affect their power over other portions of 
the church. These four views cover the whole 
ground. For if these acts of the General Assem- 
bly do not affect the religious liberty, or the reli- 
gious character, or the church property, of those 
four Synods, or do not deprive them of any con- 
stitutional or rightful power over other branches 
of the church, it is clear that no injustice has 
been done them. 

1. How do these actsol the General Assembly 
affect the religious liberty of the four Synods. It 
is not perceived that their religious liberty is in 
any degree affected by them. Religious liberty 
consists in tbe freedom of religious opinion and 
practice. It is the right to believe and do that 
which our consciences approve, without restraint 
from others. Now, the acts of the General As- 
sembly declare, that these four Synods are not or- 
ganized on the principles of the constitution of 
the Presbyterian church; that their claim to be in 
that church rested on the Union of 1801; that that 
is rescinded, as unconstitutional, and their right 
to constitute a portion of the church has gone 
with it. This, surely, cannot affect the religious 
liberty of those Synods. There is no power 
claimed to control their consciences or practice. 
The declaration is distinctly made, that they arc 
not a part of us. We have no'power over them. 
They are free to do as they please.-,This is not an 
invasion of their liberty. It denies no right of 

thought or action. 
2. Their religious character is not affected by 

tbese^acts. The standing of the ministers, as 
Christian ministers—the standing of the churches, 
as branches of the church of Christ, are not, in 
the slightest degree impeached. The declaration 
of the Assembly is, these four Synods are not or- 
ganized as Presbyterian Synods'. How it im- 
peaches the character of a church, to say it is not 
a Presbyterian, or a Congregational church, is not 
very obvious. When we call a man a Methodist 
or a Congregationalist, we do not impeach his 
standing as a minister or member of Christ’s 
church. We 'merely say, he is of another branch 
of that church. The division of the church into 
branches results from the difference of creeds and 
forms of government. Some Christians prefer 
one form of church government to another. It 
is self-evident, that where two distinctand incon- 
sistent forms of government are united in the 
same government, disorder and confusion must 
fpllovv. Such, the General Assembly say, has 
been the fact, in relation to the effort to unite these 
Synods in the Presbyterian church. They say 
that the Synods are organized on principles of 
government, inconsistent with the Presbyterian 
government, as laid down in its constitution; and 
that, therefore, they are not portions of the church 

governed by that constitution. This cannot affect, 
their standing as chrisrians. It only affects their 
right to remain in the General Assembly, and ex- 
ercise power over the other Synods of that As- 
sembly. 

3. As to their church property. This matter 
has been stated thus: There are 1000 churches, 
worth $3000 each, held by these congregations, 
or conveyed to trustees for them, as Presbyterian 
congregations connected with the General As- 

sembly. Does this property go to the General 

Assembly? or if there be a minority of these con- 
gregations, who remain with the General Assem- 
bly, shall they, tinder the deed, take the property? 
To settle this question, it must be borne in mind, 
that the General Assembly cannot take or hold 

any title to this property. The General Assembly, 
as such, is not incorporated. There is an act of 
the Pennsylvania legislature incorporating trus- 
tees, to hold certain funds, for specified purposes, 
for the General Assembly. This act I have not 

seen, and cannot state its provisions. But it is 
obvious that it cannot affect the church properly 
of the disowned Synods. Those Synods are in 
New York and Ohio. No state legislature can in- 
corporate the citizens of other states to hold pro- 
perty in those states. The General Assembly, 
then, cannot take this property in its associated 
capacity. Nothing passes to it as a body. It can 
hold no title in this property, and can maintain no 
action for it. The conveyance to trustees for a 

congregation, as a Presbyterian congregation, con- 
nected with the Assembly, can operate only as a 
description of the persons who are to take it. The 
effect of this description will more fully appear, 
by reference to theprinciples on which thischurch 
property is held. 

In New York congregations hold their propre- 
ty under the acts passed to provide for the incor- 
poration of religious societies. The leading act, 
on this subject, will be found in the 3rd volbnie 
of the Revised Statutes of New-York, page 292. 
As its provisions are little known at the South, 
a brief statement of them may be acceptable to 

the reader. The first section provides for the in- 
corporation of Episcopal churches; the second 
section provides for the incorporation of reformed 
Protestant Dutch churches; the third section pro- 
vides for the incorporation of other religious so- 
cieties, in the following mode. The male persons 
of full age, belonging to any church, congrega- 
tion, or religious society, are to assemble at the 

place where they statedly attend for divine wor- 

ship, and to elect any number of persons of their 
church, congregation or society, not less than three, 
nor exceeding nine in number, as trustees, to take 
the charge of the estate and property belonging 
thereto, and to transact all affairs relative to the 

temporalities thereof. At such election, every 
male person of full age, who has statedly wor- 
shipped with such church, congregation or socie- 
ty, and has formerly been considered as belonging 
thereto, shall be entitled to vote. The election 
is to be conducted as follows:—The minister, or 
in his absence one of the elders or deacons, church 
wardens or vestrymen, and for want of such offi- 
cers, any member or stated hearer, in such church, 
congregation, or society, shall give fifteen days’ 
public notice of the time and place of the election, 
and this notice shall be given for two successive 
Sabbaths preceding the day of the election. On 
the day of the election, two of the elders or church 
wardens, or if there be no such officers, then two 
members, nominated by a majority of the mem- 
bers present, shall preside at the election, judge 
the qualifications of electors, and certify the 
names of the persons elected to serve as trustees 

for the said church, congregation or society, to 
the clerk of the court to be recorded. In this 

certificate, the name and title by which the said 
trustees and their.successors shall forever there- 
after he called and known, shall be particularly 
mentioned and described; and when this certifi- 
cate is recorded, such trustees and their succes- 
sors shall be a body corporate, by the name or 
title expressed in such certificate. 
The 4th section enacts, that the trustees of eve- 

ry church, &c. &c., above mentioned, and their 
successors shall have and use a common seal— 
and are empowered to take possession of all the 
temporalities belonging to such church, &c. &c., 
whether the same consist of real or personal 
estate, and whether the same shall have been 

granted, given or devised, to the said church and 
trustees, or any other person, for their use; and 
also by their corporate name, sue and b^ sued, 
&c., recover and hold all debts, demands, rights, 
and privileges, and all churches, meeting-houses, 
parsonages, and burying-places, with the appur- 
tenances, and all estates,belongingtosuch church, 
congregation or society, in whatsoever manner 
the same may have been acquired, or in whose 
name soever the same may be held, as fully and 
amply, as if the right or title thereto had origin \ 
ally been vested in the said trustees; and also to 
purchase and hold other real and personal estate, 
and to demise, lease, and improve the same, for 
the use of such church, congregation, or society, 
or for other pious uses. Then follows a clause 
limiting the amount of the annual income of the 
several churches. The trustees have power to 
make rules for managing the temporal afla^s of 
the Church, regulate the pews, &c., and appoint 
a treasurer and clerk. 
The 5th section provides that any two trustees 

may*cal.l a meeting of the trustees, and that a 

majority of the trustees, lawfully convened, may 
act. 

The 5th section enacts, that the trustees shall 
be divided into three classes—numbered one, two 
and three—that the first class shallgo out of office 
at the end of one year, the second at the end of 
two years, the third at the end of three years, so 
that one-third of the whole number may be cho- 
sen annuallv. 
In the 7th section, it is provided, that no person 

shall vote, at any election, after the first, unless 
he shall have been a slated attendant at divine 
worship, in the said congregation, &c., at least 
one year before such election, and shall have con- 
tributed to the support of the church, &c. The 
clerk of the trustees is to register the name of 
such persons as desire to become staled hearers 
in said church, and note the time when the re- 
quest was made. 
The 8th section provides that the trustees of 

any church and congregation shall not fix the 
salary of the minister, but the salary shall be 
ascertained by a majority of persons entitled to 
elect trustees; and when fixed, shall be ratified 
by the trustees or a majority of them. 
The 16th section of the act provides that if 

any religious corporation be dissolved by non- 
user, or neglect to exercise any of the powers 
necessary for its preservation, it shall be lawful 
for such corporation to reincorporate itself, and 
then the property held by them shall be sold for 
the benefit of the society. 
These are all the provisions of this act connect- 

ed With the subject in view. It will be apparent 
to the reader that the words church, congregation 
or society, are used in this act to denote the same 
thing, viz: the association of people who worship 
statedly at a particular place. The trustees are 
the trustees of that congregation. This act in- 
corporates only the churches of which they are 
component parts. Congregations may be incorpo- 
rated and hold property under it. There is noth- 
ing in the act from which it can be inferred that 
the Presbyteries. Synods or Assembly, with which 
they are connected, can take any rights under 
the act. Again, the congregation are incorporated 
without reference to their religious connexions. 
They take and hold their properly in their own 
right, not^as branches of any church. The povy- 
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er to control the property is in trustees, the elec- 
tion of trustees, and the power to controul the 
minister’s salary, is in the slated male attendants 
of full age, who have been members of the con- 

gregation one year. There can be no doubt that 
a congregation thus incorporated may, under the 
act of incorporation, dissolve its connection with 
the church to which it was attached, without any 
forfeiture of its property. If the church witn 
which the congregation was connected, choose 
to disown them, the apprehension that they there- 
by lose their property, is idle. The corporation 
still exists, the stated hearers still have full pow- 
er to elect trustees, and it is still the duty of the 
trustees to preserve and improve the property for 
the use of the congregation. 

In Ohio, I understand, the rights of the con- 
gregations to their property, rest on an equally 
secure basis. 

I conclude, then, that the acts of the Assembly 
cannot affect the rights of church property. 

In another number, I propose to consider how 
the acts of the Assembly affect the disowned Sy- 
nods as to their power over the other portions of 
the church. WESTERN VIRGINIA. 

For the Watchman of the South. 

Mr. Editor:—I rejoice to see that in the estab- 
lishment of the Watchman of the South, you are 
about to display a banner in the cause of Truth; 
and I trust that a gallant host will soon rally 
around it. Justum helium, says Livy, quibus 
necessarium, $-c. that is, in English, “war is 
just to those to whom it is necessary, and arms 
are pious to those who have no hope left but in 
the use of them:” Yet “thejveapons of warfare,” 
I trust, will not be “carnal?* but “spiritual,” and 
“mighty through God.” Indeed I write chiefly 
at this time to express my earnest hope that, in 
the management of your paper, you will abstain 
most carefully from all that is calculated to 
wound the cause of Christian charity. This 
caution, I think, is due to our'religion, and to the 
honor of our church. And it is the more neces- 
sary on our part, because we have seen already 
that, on the other side at least, tbe controversy is 
not to be waged in the pure spirit of the gbspel; 
but somewhat after the manner of the world. 

It is true, indeed, I acknowledge with great 
pleasure, that some of our opponents appear dis- 
posed to carry on their hostilities against the late 
measures of our General Assembly, with some- 
thing like a proper and decent moderation. But 
there are others of them, I observe with pain, who 
are evidently bent upon taking a different course. 
Thus, I see with great regret, that a worthy bro- 
ther, who is a leader of the opposition, and whom 
1 have heretofore regarded as a most gentle and 
amiable man, has lately formally and expressly 
discarded the virtue of meekness, (quoad this 
subject only, I hope,) which he seems indeed to 
have found very troublesome to him; saying in so 
many words: “We have long been in contact with 
party spirit in our church; and have studied its 
nature; and tried the efficacy of meekness to 

soothe it; but in vain. Our experience has taught 
us that we may as well hope to stop the progress 
of a tornado by entreating.it to stop, as to divert 
our strong party men from their purposes by meek- 
ness and entreaties”—and, therefore, he says: 
“we must be allowed, after using mild words 
and gentle means, to try what virtue there is in 
stones, as the old man did; or rather we must 
have leave to use spiritual weapons of such edge, 
point, and temper, that those hardened in pole- 
mics shall not be insensible to their blows.” 

: 

So, 
then, we are to have it hard and hot; and all in 
capital style. W. 
Now it would be quite natural for some of us 

to pay off this worthy brother in his own coin; 
aDcLtesolve to retail all uui adversaries as good, 
or as trad, as they send. BffFl do earnestly T»wpe 
that we shall determine to do no such thing; but 
rather arm and adorn ourselves with all the meek- 
ness which they discard, and so have a double 
portion of that lovely virtue on our side. At any 
rate, I hope we shall never forget that “tbe wrath 
of man worketh not the righteousness of God,” 
and that it is obviously more particularly proper 
to wage a holy war with special regard to all the 
civilities and courtesies of a common strife. 

But whilst we are thus duly cautious to abstain 
from imitating the violence of our opponents, I 
hope also that we shall be equally careful to avoid 
resorting to those arts which they seem to use, 
in order to swell their ranks. In particular, I 
trust we shall carefully avoid all those politic 
appeals to the' passions and prejudices of the 
people of the world, which are either intended 
or calculated to enlist partizans without regard 
to principle. Our adversaries, indeed, I am told, 
have already displayed, in another part of the 
field, no small skill in this species of tactics, (on 
which they probably pride themselves, as a proof 
of cleverness and management,) and I think I 
have myself caught some of them trying to play 
the same part nearer home. Thus I observe that 
some of them are particularly fond of represent- 
ing themselves as “constitutional Presbyterians;” 
men who are contending for the constitution of 
our church—evidently to catch the politicians of 
our states, and perhaps the political press. But 
this ruse de guerre, I should think, is too gross 
and bungling to deceive anv but the poorest sim- 
plelons in our land. For with what propriety, 
indeed I may ask with what face, can they pre- 
tend to pass themselves off for constitutional 
Presbyterians, when the whole act of the Gener- 
al Assembly of which they complain, was, in sub- 
stance, a mere declaration that a previous act of 
the body, which the complainants themselves are 
constrained to admit was unconstitutional, was 
so indeed? Was this an act to destroy the consti- 
tution of our church, or to preserve it? Surely 
the mere surrendei of assumed power, by what- 
ever consequence^k may be followed, can never 
be regarded as hostile to our rights, or dangerous 
to our liberties; and it may be art, if not fraud, 
(or egregioij| folly at least,) to attempt to put 
it in that false and odious light. So it is evident- 
ly-roe, not our opponents, who are justly entftled 
to take the honorable name of “constitutional 
Presbyterians,” which they are vainly trying to 

assume. We need not, however, I think, be so 
anxious to wear the name, however honorable, as 
to be conscious that we deserve it; and we should 
satisfy ourselves with exposing the act of our ad- 
versaries, without following their example. 
But enough for the present. I do not myself 

propose to defend the' measures of the General 
Assembly; but only write, as I have said, to ex- 

press my hope, that those who do, will be duly 
careful to display all that Christian kindness and 
courtesy which become their cause, and which 
may serve to give their argmument more weight, 
and more effect." Z. 

For the Watchman of the South. 

Norfolk, August 24th, 1837. 
My Dear Sir:—I have received your letter, 

and am truly glad to hear that you are about to 
begin the publication of your paper; that it will 
be devoted to the maintenance of the doctrine 
anti discipline of our Presbyterian Church, with 
more immediate reference to the defence of the 
late measures of our General Assembly. Id my 
opinion, those measures deserve the cordial and ! 
considerate support of all the friends of our Zion. ; 
It is true, I confess, the act of disowning the four 
Synods, looks at first sight like a harsh proceed- 
ing; and I am not surprised that it has excited a 
warm aud lively opposition from all our friends 
of the New School party, and even from some of 
the Old. To discontinue our connection, how- 
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ever gently, with so many churches which ap- 
peared to be part of our system, is certainly a 
little startling, and may very properly raise the 
inquiry, was the measure just?—was it expedi- 
ent?—and different answers will of course be 
given to these questions by different persons, ac- 
cording to their views and lights; but I am per- 
suaded that a calm investigation of all the cir- 
cumstances of the case must lead a large majori- 
ty of our members to settle down in a decided 
approbation of the proceeding. Such at least, I 
say, has been the result of my own examination 
of the subject; and I think I have made it with a 
due degree of caution and candor. 

I have not time just now to give you-my 
thoughts upon the case, at large, as I may per- 
haps do hereafter; but I may say thatth^jft'ffect 
constitutionality of the Assembl^*^act, does 
not, in my mind, admit the shadow of a doubt; 
and I am greatly surprised that any lawyer at least 
should have questioned it for a moment. And 

though I had some doubt at first of the expediency 
of the measure, I became entirely satisfied that it 
was the best, and probably the only course that 
could have been taken with any hope of benefit. 
At any rate, I can see or imagine none that would 
not have involved greater difficulties, and threa- 
tened far worse results. 

I may add, that although I have been deeply 
grieved and mortified that such a measure should 
have been found necessary and proper, I console 

myself with the hope that its ultimate effect will 
be altogether happy for our church. It is true we 
have parted company with large bodies of persons 
who were sometime with us, but never exactly of 
usj but the loss of mere numbers will be more than 

compensated by the gain of real peace. And if 
we shall have to fight a little at first to maintain 
the ground which we have taken, I trust the war 
will be short, and the peace lasting. Such at 

least, is my prayer and hope. 

Rev. W. S. Plumer. 

I am, dear Sir, 
With great esteem, 
Your friend and serv’t, 

WM. MAXWELL. 

Princeton, Aug 28, 1837. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

I cannot felicitate you upon entering on your 
new career, as likely to derive from it much per- 
sonal comfort or undisturbed tranquility. The 
office of an editor of a public paper in times of so 
much excitement and controversy, is, perhaps as 
little enviable as any other which can be pursued 
with a good conscience. The man who does not 
suffer from lacerated feelings, while occupying 
such a post, must be “fenced with iron,” or should 
have the capacity of the salamander, to endure 
the continual operiftion of fire. But although the 
office is on personal accounts undesirable, yet it 
is one of high importance and great responsibility, 
aDd as self-denial is the first step in our religious 
cause, so it is required in every succeeding part 
of our pilgrimage. We must not only take up 
the cross, but bear it daily—we must be willing 
to follow the lamb, not only through “good re- 
port,” but “evil report.” I cannot, therefore, re- 
frain from giving you a word of encouragement, 
in your new enterprize. The crisis in the affairs 
of the southern churches requires such an organ 
for the free and unrestritted communications of 
the brethren who agree in sentiment with the 
last General Assembly, and from all I hear, your 
proposal meets with a warm response from many 
pious hearts, who love the doctrines and the order 
of the Presbyterian church. 

I know not how I can promote the success of 
your enterprize more effectually, than by putttDg 
you on your guard against those dangers which 
will heser yoyt.course. The fabled dangers of 
the passage between Scylla and Charybdis were 
not greater than those which you, as the conduc- 
tor of a religious paper, will be obliged to encoun- 
ter. And, perhaps, the first and greatest is very 
near to you. It will be found in the difficulty of 
regulating your own spirit. Remember the words 
of the wise man: “He that is slow to anger is 
better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his 
spirit, than he that taketh a city.” But in respect 
to this, no man can or should promise to be his 
own keeper. From the same authority we learn, 
that, “he that trusteth in his own heart is a fool.” 
And tfphn, “A man’s heart deviseth his way; but 
the Lord directeth his steps.” There are few si- 
tuations in which a Christian man needs more 
grace than as an editor of a Religious Journal, 
in times like these in which our lot is cast. Let 
your eye then be single. Keep steadily in view 
the glory of yourdivine Master; and donot forget 
to imbibe his spirit and walk in his footsteps. If 
others, forgetting what spirit they are of, sail for 
fire from heaven, let it be your unwavering pur- 
pose to sit at the feet of Jesus and learn of Him, 
who is meek and lowly in heart. And remember, 
“when he was reviled, he reviled not again.” 
There are noneon whom the command of God 
presses with more bindingobligation than on Chris- 
tian Editors, “let all bitterness, and wrath, and 
anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice: and be ye kind one to 
another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you,” 
Be not contented with the mere affectation of 
moderation and meekness. An anerv man can- 
not conceal his true temper, however stoutly he 
may deny that he is excited. Your true spirit, 
whatever it is, will become manifest to the public, 
and the less you have to say about yourself, the 
better. Do not mistake me, as though I consid- 
ered all warmth, or earnestness in discussion, to 
be an evil. No; “it is good to be zealously affect- 
ed in a good thing;” and zeal, you know, is heat. 
But see to it that there ba no mixture of a malign 
spirit in your honest zeal for truth and righteous- 
ness. I have wished much to see an impartial 
review of the morality of the periodical press; es- 
pecially, as it relates to truth in the statement of 
facts, candour in exhibiting opinions, whether 
those of the editor or others, meekness under 
harsh and injurious treatment, and justice and 
generosity even towards adversaries. I have, for 
some time, been of opinion, that there is less of 
genuine Christianity in our so-called religious pa- 
pers, than there is of honor in our political prints. 
This is certainly exhibiting our holy religion to 
the world under a very unfavorable aspect. And 
I have been led seriously to doubt, whether the 
man who first suggested this species of publica- 
tion, was not misguided in his views. But the 
sluice has been opened, and cannot be closed, let 
us therefore endeavor to prevent evils which sure- 
ly are not essential, but only incidental to this 
mode of communication. And how can this be 
so effectually accomplished, as by getting men of 
a right spirit to be editors of these periodicals; 
and to admonish them frequently of their solemn 
responsibility, and to exhort them to act conscien- 
tiously under the influence of the fear and love 
°f Godl One evil 1 hope you will cautiously 
avoid, which is a perpetual squabbling with bro- 
ther editors—explaining—denying—fending and 
proving—retaliating, &c. To all readers, except 
to a few of morbid appetite, these disputes are 
odious; and they answer no one good purpose. I 
mention this danger to you, because situated as 
you are, there will be a strong and almost constant 
temptation to fall into altercation. I believe the 
old rules of courtesy required, that editors of pe- 
riodicals should never directly notice any thing 
in the columns of contemporary Journals; but the 
days of chivalry are long since gone by. Now 
the present conflict is of the personal kind, in 
which most readers lake no manner of interest. 
The editorial column is not unfrequently surchar- 



ged with gall. I do not drop these bints because 
I think your temperament is either sour or bit- 

ter, but I wish you to make your paper a standard 

of correctness, and that you should uniformly, in 
what you write, and in what you admit, manifest 
a truly Christian temper. 

Truly yours, &c. &c. 
A. ALEXANDER. 

WATCH MAN OF THE SOUTH. 

RICHMOND, SEPTEMBER 7, 1837. 

Orange Presbytery has just closed its autumnal ses- 

sions. Every ministerial member was present except Pro- 

fessor IVf^fcsHl. The vote sustaining the important pro- 

ceedings of thcS^gombly, we understand, was taken by 

yeas and nays—yeas 32, nays 5. Of the nays 2 were 

ministers, viz: Messrs. Goodrich and Bird. We feel 
** 

the greater pleasure at this result, from the fact that this 
venerable body of fathers and brethren set us apart by im- 

position of hands to the work of the ministry. The Lord 

reward them for all they have done for his people both here- 

tofore and now. 

We would be glad to see our correspondent “Philemon.” 

Our City Subscribers will confer a favor on us if they 
will give us early information if our carriers do not regu- 

larly leave their papers. One or two could not be found. 

The Mother’s Magazine for August is before us. Its 

contents are—Hints for Nursery— Lotters on India by a 

Lady—Unkind Christian Parents—Memoir of Samuel 

Newell Eastman—Habits of Inattention—Trials of Step- 
mothers—Scripture exercise for Quarterly Meetings of 

Maternal Associations—On the sudden death of an Infant. 

We give in another part of the paper the article touching 
Step-mothers—a class of persons among whom we have 
seen as much virtue as we have seen any where in this 

wicked world. 

Some of the Presbyteries in North Eastern Ohio and 
Western New York in their narratives of the state of reli- 

gion, notice as a happy indications, the Progress op Aboli- 
tion Principles in their bounds. We give one or two 
as evidences of what we suppose to be public opinion there 
The Presbytery of Medina in the Synod of Western Re- 
serve say: -v. 

“Efforts are in progress to supply,during the year,every 
child in this county, between the ages of 8 and 16, with a 
copy of the New Testament. Our churches are generally 
in the enjoymentof peace and harmony among themselves. 
The spirit of benevolence is on the increase. The cause 
of abolition of slavery receives attention. The reviving 
influences of the Holy Spirit have been enjoyed in some 
of our churches, and sinners have been born again.” 
The Presbytery of Genesee speak thus: 
“A good attendance upon the services of the sanctuary 

on the Lord’s day is reported. Sabbath schools are almost 

universally sustained, and in some churches are large and 
flourishing. Bible classes are also flourishing and very 
useful in some of our congregations. The cause of Tem- 

perance has gained an ascendant influence; abstinence from 
distilled liquors being almost universal. The subject of 
Moral Reform has excited considerable interest and atten- 
tion. The principlesof Abolition have obtained adeep and 
permanent interest in the feelings of our ministers and 
members generally. The great benevolent operations of 
the day are regarded with favor, and generally well sus- 
tained. The year past has been a year of salvation.” 

AUBURN CONVENTION. 

The New York Observer for August 26, contains the 
early proceedings of the Auburn Convention. If we have 

counted correctly there are 179 members, viz: Ministers 121, 
of whom 91 are from the four disowned Synods, and Lay- 
men 58, of whom 41 are from the same Bynods. There 
were also present 5 ministers and 4 laymen from the Third 

Presbytery of Philadelphia. This leaves, if our estimate 
be correct, 25 ministers and 10 laymen—in all 35, from 
wtedies now in our connection, This does not look like 

eery powerful public sentiment, when we remember that 
had this Convention been constituted on the same ratio as 
the Philadelphia Convention, the whole body would have 
consisted of about 45 persons; and there would have been 

present 9 persons in connection with the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America. Still we shall 

judge the body by its doings and not by its numbyp It 

will however strike the public in the South as remarkable 
” 

that on examining the “list of those bearing commissions 
it appeared that the following delegates had been duly 
appointed by their respective Presbyteries.” Then follows 
the roll footed as follows: 

West Hanover, Hugh Carlisle.—It will be news to 
West Hanover that Mr. Carlisle was duly appointed to 
represent them in the Convention. At least we had not 

heard of his appointment. 
fjWe give below the most important votes. The Nos. 
are affixed by ourselves. 

1. ftesblrcdf That in the judgment of this Convention, 
the acts of the last General Assembly, declaring the sy- 
nods of Western Reserve, Genesee, Geneva, and Utica, 
not to be constituent parts of the Presbyterian church, on 
the ground that their connexion was dependent on the plan 
of union of 1801, and upon charges vague and unsupport- 
ed, were unconstitutional, and therefore null and void. 

2. Resolved., That it be recommended to the exscinded 
Synods, Presbyteries, and Churches, to retain their pre- 
sent organization and connexion, without seeking any 
other; and that the Presbyteries send commissioners to the 
next General Assembly as usual. 
i 3. A resolution .was moved and adopted, to appoint a 
committee to correspond and confer, on the general state of 
the churches; and to take measures to secure the ends pro- 
posed by this Convention. 

4. Resolved, That the action of all the judicatories ought 
to be directed to the preset vation of the union and integri- 
ty of the Presbyterian Church on the principles of good 
faith, brotherly kindness, and the constitution. 

5. Resolved, That in view of the present state of the 
Presbyterian Church, it is highly desirable that all the 
Presbyteries connected with the General Assembly should 
be fully represented at its next meeting in Philadelphia. 

6. Resolved, That in view of the present divided, state 
of the Presbyterian Church, and the low state of religion in 
our country, this Convention recommend to the churches 
here represented, and all other churches which shall be 
pleased to unite with them, to observe the 25th day of Oc- 
tober next as a day of united fasting, humiliation, and 
prayer. 

7. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draw up 
an expression of the opinion of this Convention, touching 
the rights of members of the Presbyterian church, as min- 
isters and private members—the manner in which their 
rights are guaranteed and guarded, and in what way these 
may become forfeited and taken away. 

8. Resolved, That a committee be appointed to draft a 
letter to the churches of our connexion, exhibiting the views 
and feelings of the Convention in relation to the circum- 
stances in which a part of the Presbyterian church are 
placed and the course which they regard it their duty now 
to pursue. 
The second of these eight resolutions seems to have 

caused much debate. The reporter says: 
“The evening session was chiefly consumed in discuss- 

ing the question, whether the exscinded presbyteries should 
send up commissioners as usual to the next General As- 
sembly. On this question, more diversity of opinion pre- 
vailed, than on any which had been brought before the 
convention; a part preferring to memorialize the next As- 
sembly touching their nghts, rather than send up commis- 
sioners, hoping by such a course to avoid the unhappy 
controversy and warfare which had disgraced the proceed- 
ings of the last Assembly. The session of the evening 
closed with a spirited and able address from Mr. Jessup. 

. Friday morning, Aug. 18. x ne question under discussion the previous evening was 
again resumed. Connected with the question of sendine 
commissioners to the Assembly, was that of definite in- 
structions as to the course to be adopted, should they be denial a seat in the Assembly. Drs. McAuley, Beecher 

R?v- Aiken and others took part in the 
scuasion, each speaking at considerable length, and each 

urging the importance of unity and integrity in the Pres- 
byterian Church, and desirous of the adoption -of that 
course which may, in the most peaceful and efficient man- 
ner, secure to the exscinded Synods those rights which they 
consider unjustly and unconstitutionally taken from them. 
The morning and part of the afternoon was chiefly con- 
sumed in the discussion of this subject; being occasionally 
interrupted hy the reports of committees. 
We live in remarkable days. The resolution expresses 

a determination on the part of these people to adhere “to 
their present organization and connection.” Whetjier their 
present organization is or is not the best is purely a mat- 
ter for themselves to determine. It is a subject which the 
Assembly wisely and of necessity left to their own prefer- 
ences. But that they should vote to retain their “present 
connection," and then interpret their language to mean that 
they are still a part of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America is really marvellous. Hither- 
to the complaint has been that by the act of the Assembly 
they have no connection with that body. The say they 
have been “cut offand yet they say they intend to hold 
to their “present connection.” They have suffered “exci- 
sion,” and yet they are a part of our church. Besides, 
many gentlemen are attempting to establish the fact that 
the General Assembly was by the acts disowning these 
Synods dissolved—that it forfeited the charter of its trus- 
tees—that it had no right to order the meeting of another 
Assembly—that in fact the bond of union is cut through- 
out the whole church; and yet here in Convention they vote 
that they will hold on to their “present connection and send 
commissioners to the next General Assembly as usual.” 
a ne reaaer need not be informed that if any denomination 
of professed Christians in America should meet and vote 

that they were a part of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States of America, it would have as much show 
and as much reality of consistency with facts as this 

strange resolution. These people and their friends have 
long and loudly cried that they were “out of the church.” 
But at the Convention at Auburn they say they are not 
out, but are resolved to retain their “present connection." 

There is another light in which we regard this subject. 
It relates to the want of delicacy apparent in the endeavor 
to force a connection with a people, who are fully deter- 
mined to have no such connection with them. Verily, as 
a Congregationalist lately said: “If these brethren had not 
lost some of the feelings which actuate men of proper sen- 
sibilities, they would have gone to themselves long ago.’’ 
But will they, can they succeed in forcing a connection. 
They may, but it will not be to their glory if they do. Nor 
will it be until a majority of our General Asssmbly shall 
consent to abandon the institutions of our fathers to the 
management of men who have long proved their strongest 
attachments to be in quite another direction. 
The third resolution proposes to direct the attention of 

judicatories to the work of holding our church together “on 
the principles of good faith, brotherly kindness and the 
constitution.” Thus far we have looked in vain for some- 

thing from this body of men respecting truth and sound 
doctrine. There is much said about union, but union sup- 
poses agreement, and Christian union must be based on 
agreement in great principles of revealed truth. But the 

cry is union, union; and truth, soundness in the faith, and 
Calvinism, are words not to be spoken on the same day 
we speak of union in modern times. The remaining re- 
solutions speak for themselves. Great as has been the 

effort, it was evidently heartless. If this be the best meet- 

ing that can be had to unsettle the acts of the last Assem- 
bly, we have few fears respecting their permanency. 

dr. Carroll’s pamphlet. 
A pamphlet said to be from the pen of this gentleman, 

has just made its appearance. It is entitled “Remarks on 
the Act of the General Assembly of 1837, declaring four j 
Synods to be neither in form, nor in fact an integral portion ' 

of the Presbyterian Church of these United States, sub- 
mitted for the consideration of Southern Presbyterians by 
a Presbyterian of Virginia.” 
We observe, also, that the Doctor’s letter to the Auburn 

Convention was, as document No. D, ordered to be read 
before that body. The pamphlet was politely sent us by 
a neighbor. We have not had time to read it. The first 

paragraph our eye lighted on was on page 30. We read 
it through. It contains, if our count is correct, sixteen in- 
terjections. In three cases they are tripled. We make no 
comment. Our readers can judge for themselves of the 
spirit and tendency of the piece. We give the whole par- 
agraph. 

“But, in the act of excision, there is some show of tes- 
timony and a little discrimination.. Let us see in what a 
regular presbyterian form it appears in the language of the 
record. “Inasmuch as there are reported! to be several 
churches and ministers, if not! one or two presbyteries, 
now in connection with one or more! of said synods, which 
are strictly presbyterian in doctrine and order—Be it there- 
fore further resolved, that all such churches and ministers 
as wish to unite with us” (What! strictly presbyterian in 
doctrine and Older, and out of the church! and must “wish 
to unite with us”!) “are hereby directed,” &c. Well really! 
has it come to this, that the highest judicatory of the pres- 
byterian church in the solemn matters of its discipline and 
control over churches and presbyteries, act on report !!! 
'Inasmuch as there are reported to be.’ Is this the kind 
of testimony by which ‘the relation’ of churches and pres- 
byteries to the body of the general assembly is to be decid- 
ed! If report furnish a foundation for the authoritative 
action of the general assembly, directing such churches 
and ministers ‘to apply for admission into those presbyte- 
ries which are most convenient to their respective locali- 
ties,’ then of course report is all that is necessary for the 
authoritative action of the assembly in cutting off those 
churches and ministers who are 'reported’ as not of the 
right stamp!!! And will men, who love presbyterianism, 
sanction this! We do not say it with any invidious pur- 
pose, but simply state it as a fact, that the only ecclesiasti- 
cal tribunal known to us which founds its action on re- 
port, is ‘the Holy Inquisition’ of Spain!!! Pacts will 
abundantly show that report is the kind of evidence on 
which the last assembly, in part at least, founded its ac- 
tion.” 

An esteemed friend lias called our attention to the proceed- 
ings of the General Assembly in 1826, in reference to the ad- 
mission of Mr. Bissell (who was neither a minister nor an 
elder) to a seat in that body, as a commissioner from the 
Presbytery of Rochester. The history of the business 
can be learned from the following extracts from the Minutes 
of that year. We quote from pages 6, 23, and 28. 

Mr. Josiah Bissell, from the Presbytery of Ro- 
chester, appeared in the Assembly, and produced 
a commission as an elder from that Presbytery. 
A member of that Presbytery informed the As- 
sembly that Mr. Bissell had not been set apart 
as an elder; but that he was appointed as was 

supposed by the Presbytery in conformity with 
the conventional agreement between the General 
Assembly and the General Association of Con- 
necticut. After some discussion, the Assembly 
adjourned till 9 o’clock to-morrow morning. Con- 
cluded with prayer. 
May 19th, 9 o’clock, A. M. the Assembly met 

and was constituted with prayer. The minutes 
of the last session were read. 
The Assembly resumed the consideration of 

the commission of Mr. Bissell and after conside- 
rable discussion, it was resolved, that Mr. Bissell 
be admitted as a member of the Assembly. 
The following protest was also offered and or- 

dered to be entered upon the minutes, viz. 
The subscribers enter theirdfssent and protest, 

against the resolution by which Mr. Josiah Bis- 
sell was admitted as a member of this General 
Assembly for the following reasons. 

1. Because he was neither an ordained minis- 
ter, nor a ruling elder; and consequently he was 
destitute of the qualifications which the constitu- 
tion of our church requires in commissioners ap- 
pointed by Presbyteries, as their representatives 
in this body. „ 

2. Because he was not even a committee-man 

on which ground, some might, in existing cir- 
cumstances, have been disposed to advocate his 
admission as a member. 

3. Because he had not, either from the Consti- 
tution, or irom the Conventional agreement, re- 
corded in the Digest, pp. 297—299, the shadow 
of a claim to a seat in this house. 

T. M’Auley, John Chester, Ezra Stiles Ely, J. 
J. Janeway, Elisha P. Swift, Stephen N. Rowan, 
Henry R. Wilson, John Anderson, Samuel Mar- 
tin, J. D. Baird, Thomas E. Hughes, Thomas 
Barr, Robert Dilworth, William Semple, George 
Junkin, J. M’Elroy, Conrad Speece, Charles 
Cummins, James Laurie, Alexander Campbell, 
E. W. Gilbert; Jacob R. Castner, John Munson, 
A. M’Candless, Charles Hodge, James Coe, Do- 
nald M’Intosh, Francis Herron, Samuel Tail, 
William L. M’Calla, Thomas Alexander, George 
Potts, Samuel Hunter, Samuel Taylor, John 
Burtt, Robert Hamill, Isaac V. Brown, Obadiah 
Jennings, James Galbraith, S. S. Miles, William 
Dickney, Joshua W. Raynsford. 
The committee appointed to answer the dissent 

and protest presented yesterday, against the ad- 
mission of Mr. Josiah Bissell as a member of the 
Assembly, made the following report, which was 
adopted and ordered to be entered on the minutes, 
viz;- 

“Mr. Bissell was admitted by the Assembly 
for the following reasons: 

1. The commission which Mr. Bissell produc- 
ed was in due form, and signed by the proper of- 
ficers of presbytery. 

2. Every presbytery has a right to judge of the 
qualifications of its own members; and is amena- 
ble to Synod, and not to the General Assembly, 
except by way of appeal, or reference, or complaint, 
regularly brought up from the inferior judicato- 
ries, which has not been done in the present case. 

3. It would be a dangerous precedent, and 
would lead to the destruction of all order in the 
church of Christ, to permit unauthorized verbal 
testimony to set aside an authenticated written 
document.” 
This remarkable proceeding was noticed in the Literary 

and Evangelical Magazine, in a short but lucid article. 
The article is found on page 609 of the 9th volume, and is 
as follows: 

AN ECCLESIASTICAL DECISION EXAMINED. 

The General Assembly is the highest judiciary 
of the Presbyterian Church; the decisions of this 
body, as they have a relation to the whole com- 
munity, are, therefore, always open to discussion; 
provided the discussion is conducted with the 
-proper spirit. With this spirit, I would respect- 
fully offer a few remarks on a decision of the 
last General Assembly, in admitting Mr. Josiah 
Bissell to a seat in that body. This decision I 
cannot consider as constitutional. Not having 
been a member of the Assembly and not having 
heard the discussion which then took place, I 
know nothing of the subject but what I learn 
from the Minutes, which have lately come to hand. 
From these it appears that Mr. Bissell was ad- 
mitted to a seat, when it was known that he was 
not a Ruling Elder in the church. Against this 
decision there is a protest, signed by nearly one 
third of the members then present. The assem- 
bly answers this piotest; in which answer, their 
reasons for the decision, I suppose, are embodied. 
On the constitutionality and soundness of the 
reasons contained in this.answer, a few remarks 
will be offered. 
The first of these reasons is admitted; the se- 

cond is in the following words: “Every Presby- 
tery has a right to judge of the qualifications of 
its own members; and is amenable to Synod, and 
not to the General Assembly, except by way of 
appeal, or reference, or complaint, regularly 
brought up fioin me Inferior Judicatories, which 
has not been done in the present case.” 

In the form of government the members of all 
the judicatories of the church are particularly 
specified. “A Presbytery shall consist of all the 
ministers, and one ruling elder from each congre- 
gation, within a certain district.” Mr. Bissell is 
not a minister; he must, therefore, be a ruling 
elder, or he cannot be a memher of the Presbyte- 
ry. If he is not a member, it is altogether incon- 
clusive to say that, “Presbytery has a right to 
judge of the qualifications of its own members.” 
The question under discussion is respecting his 
membership, not the right of Presbytery to judge 
of those who are admitted to be members, accord- 
ing to the constitution. He cannot be a member 
of Presbytery unless he has been elected by the 
congregation, and ordained to the office of ruling 
elder, agreeably to the form of government. See 
chap. xiii. If he has not been thus elected, and 
thus ordained, he cannot be a ruling elder; and if 
not an elder, he cannot be a member of the Pres- 
bytery. Now it appears from the Minutes that the 
Assembly knew and admitted “that Mr. Bissell 
had not been set apart as an elder; that is, he had 
not been ordained agreeably to the form laid 
down in the constitution. When we examine 
the powers exercised by Presbytery we find that 
the ordination of an elder is not one of them.— 
This can be done only by the pastor of the church, 
or by an ordained minister, at the request of the 
church, if vacant. The Presbytery may judge 
whether or not he has been regularly ordained; 
and if he has, he may be commissioned as a 

member of the Assembly; but if he has not, 
Presbytery cannot invest him with the office, for 
this is not among the powers which they can ex- 
ercise; and therefore cannot commission him; for 
they can, agreeably to the form of government, 
commission none but those who have been thus 

regularly ordained; or if they should, the com- 
mission, though it be in “due form, and signed by 
the proper officers of the Presbytery,” is uncon- 
stitutional, and therefore ought to be rejected by 
the Assembly. All the judicatories of the church, 
from.the highest to the lowest, are to be regulat- 
ed, in all their acts, by the constitution, which is 
the supreme law. According to this law the As- 
sembly cannot receive as a member, a man who 
has not been appointed and commissioned by the 
Presbytery from which he comes; the Presbytery 
cannot commission him unless be has been or- 
dained as an elder. 

' 

The question under discus- 
sion, therefore, turns on this point; was Mr. Bis- 
sell constitutionally ordained as a ruling elder? 
If he was not, the Presbytery could not commis- 
sion him; or if it did, the Assembly knowing this 
to be the fact, could not receive him, without ex- 
ercising a power not granted to them by the con- 
stitution. These acts are not only without the 
authority, but contrary to the spirit and the letter 
of this supreme law. 

i ne xnira reason aueugeu in iavour or ineir 

decision by the Assembly, is the following:—“It 
would be a dangerous precedent, and would lead 
to the destruction of all order in the church of 

Christ, to permit unauthorized verbal testimony 
to set aside an authenticated written document.” 
By referring to the Minutes of the Assembly 

we find that there were three members of the 

Assembly from the Presbytery of Rochester be- 
sides Mr. Bissell; and that one of these three 
“informed the Assembly that Mr. Bissell had not 
been set apart as an elder.” This gentleman, 
we suppose, was a member of the Assembly.— 
The Assembly undoubtedly has the right to ex- 
amine and decide on the constitutionality of all 
commissions submitted to its consideration. Here, 
then, is a member exercising an undoubted right, 
by questioning the regularity of a commission, 
claiming for another individual a seat in that 

body. How it would be “a dangerous prece- 

dent;” and how it would “lead to the destruction 
of all order in the church of Christ,” for a mem- 
ber to exercise an undoubted right, secured to him 

•V ...' 

' 

by the constitution, in the discharge of an impor- 
tant duty, does not appear. Nor does it appear in what sense his observations on this subject can be called “unauthorized.” If members are not 
authorized to speak, who are? If individual 
members are not authorized to act, the Assembly 
can do no business; for it has no existence but as 
constituted of individuals. True, his remarks 
on this subject were “verbal,” and not written, 
lhey might not be, however, on this account, the less true, or the less important. The General 
Assembly is not a court of chancery, where the 
business is chiefly, if not entirely done by writ- 
ten documents, signed, and sealed, and perhaps 
witnessed. That which is not true and impor- 
tant when spoken, does not become so when 
written. It is believed to be a very rare thing for members of the Assembly to write their 
speeches. 

V\ hile we offer these remarks, we feel a very sincere respect and esteem for the General As- 
sembly; and therefore, regret that, in our best 
judgment, this decision is not calculated to sup- 
port and even increase that respect and esteem. 

A PRESBYTER. 

The following rules are copied from the Maine Wesleyan 
Journal. They were sent by a writer who signs hims,lf 
I. H., with the following note: 
Mr. Editor,—1 am much pleased, with all measures re- 

sorted to for the improvement of society, and none more so 
than the improvement of the family circle; for if moral re- 
form takes root here, we may rest assured that the world 
will soon become the garden of the Lord. Visiting a family 
recently, where the great concerns of the soul outweigh all other considerations, my attention was attracted by thefol- 
lowing rules, hung up in a conspicuous place, which I hope will be found in a neat frame, in every family in the world. 
It you think them worthy of a place in your Journal, you 
are at liberty to publish them. 

THESE A HE TIIE RULES OF THIS FAMILY. 
^ have no time given us to throw away, but to 

improve for eternity. Therefore, we would join in no con- 
versation that is unprofitable; but in that only which is 

thetaarer 
^ that may minister grace to 

J. We are not anxious to gossip on the news of the 
town, or to be informed of the business of others; but as it 
might lead to exercise the various duties which we owe to 
Lod and our neighbor, described in the tenth chapter of 

3. “We have nothing to say of Lhe misconduct of others. 1 herefore, let not the fault of any absent person be men- 
tioned, unless absolute necessity requires it. May God pre- 
serve us from a censorious, criticising spirit, so contrary to that Of Christ. 

4. “We offer the right hand of fellowship to every one that cometh in the name of the Lord; yet we receive none 
m doubtful disputation. But whoever loveth the Lord Je- 
sus in sincerity, the same is our brother, our sister, and mo- 
ther; for ‘God is love.’ 

5. “ We neither receive nor pay visits on the Lord’sday. For we and our house desire, particularly on that day, to 
serve the Lord. 

6. “We do earnestly wish every one to reprove us faith- 
fully, when we deviate from any of these rales. So shall 
we be as guardian angels to each other, and as holy min- 
gled flame ascending up before God. And as many as 
walk according to these rules, ‘Peace be unto them.’ ” 

TAKE NOTICE. 

jCV' “To do good and to communicate, forget not; for 
with such sacrifices God is well pleased. % 

I.V “To them who by patient continuance in well doing 
seek for glory, and honor, and immortality; eternal life.'1 

LITERARY NOTICES. 
Southern Literary Messenger.—The August number 

of this paper appeared last week. We are pleased to hear 
that it still meets with much encouragement. The table of 
Contents is as follows: 

Original Papers.—Conjectural Reading of a Passage 
in Macbeth; Miss Edgeworth’s Helen—Beauties of same; 
Tiie Hebrew Cabbala; The Portfolio of an Idler—I. The 
Beginning— II. Dreams of Authorship-111. Modern Bi- 
ography, Sheridan; Book of Enoch; The Lyceum, No. II. 
Old Maids; N. P. Willis, and his Farm; Noticeof Mother- 
well s Poem’s; On the Undue and Pernicious influence of 
Wealth—Scenes from Paul De Koek, No I. The Guardian 
Angel—From Zizine; Talmuds; Notes and Anecdotes, 
Political and Miscellaneous, from 1798 to 1830—Drawn 
from the Portfolio of an Officer of the Empire; and trans- 
lated by a gentleman in Paris, from the French, for the 
Messenger, viz: General Mallet—Consequences of the Se- 
cond Conspiracy of Mallet—The Pope at Constantinople 
—A Confession—Piedmont while under the Government 
of the French; Constantine, or the Rejected Throne—By 
the Author of “Sketches of Private Life and Character of 
William H. Crawford—Chapters VII. and VIII. (Con- 
tinued); Lord Bacon’s Essays; Trees—By James F. Otis; 
Providence—A Sketch, in the manner of John Neal; 
Glimpses into the Biography of a Nameless Traveller—- 
Chap. VI. Traits of Travel—wonderful phenomenon— 
active benevolence—highways and byways—rage, jea- 
lousy, romance, and steamboats—repentance—the power 
of sleep; Review of the Saga [or Legend] of Frithiof, a 

Swedish Poem—By Esaias Tegner—Translated from the 
Swedish—London: 1835, pp. 222; A Grave upon the Moun- 
tain Top; Errata. 

Original Poetry.—To Mrs. S****s, 1834; Sonnets— I. 
To Liberty—II. The Men of Seventy-Six; The Modern 
Lion; A Scene from “Torquato Tasso,’! a Dramatic Po- 
em, by Goethe—Translated from the German for the Mes- 
senger; Stanzas—“O, turn not away in this madness;” 
Labors of the Peace Society; Stanzas—“I fly from the 
home;” Dithyrambic—“Oh, tell me not, dear, that old 
Time;” Song—“Sigh no more, Ladies;” When from those, 
we Love we Part; The Deformed Girl to her Mollier, by 
John C. McCabe; Navarino, by Miss E. Draper—Pan 
IV. (Concluded); The Bible, bv T. II. S.; Boy Lost in 
the Woods; Son"—Air, “The Moonlight March;” Ode 
to the Eagle, by J. Carroll Brent; My Child—My Daugh- 
ter; Lines in the Album of the late Miss M. T. R——. 
now Mrs.-, of South Carolina; To Isadora; Illu- 
sions—To . 

The Farmer’s Register.—This valuable paper, which 
has reached the fifth number of the fifth volume, is now 
before us. We give below the table of Contents of the 
number for September. 

Original Communications.—On spring wheat; On the 
relation of certain plants to the soils on which they grow; 
The Irish or giant ivy; Remarks on Mr. Gay’s letter; On 
the filth of towns and the remedies proposed; The differ- 
ence between using bricks in the dry or wet state for ma- 
sonry; Some remarks on the present agricultural condition 
of Alabama; Remarks on overseers, and the proper treat- 
ment of slaves; On horizontal ploughing—hill-side ditches 
—and hand-rakes used in cultivating corn; The injury 
caused to horses, by feeding on corn from new-ground; 
Notes of a three-days excursion, &c.; Agricultural Tours; 
Season arfd state of crops; Monthly commercial report. 

Selections— On an improved method of making clover 
hay; On an improved method of making meadow hay, 
(prize essay); On making meadow hay; The errors of a 
cultivator of the vine; On the cultivation of currants; Mode 
of preserving cauliflowers through winter; On kidney 
beans; Influence of vapor on vegetation; Connexion be- 
tween meteorology and vegetation; Kyanizing wood for 
garden purposes; Palo de vaca, or cow-tree; On the influ- 
ence of burnt earth on the quantity of spirit in wine; Ex- 
periment in feeding cattle on different descriptions of food; 
One-bud cuttings of morns multicaulis. amnlv sufficient: 
Joints in chemistry applied to agriculture, No. 1; Do. No. 
2; Studies in the science and practice of agriculture, as 
connecter! with physics; Baking bread by steam; Planting 
potatoes; Rotting of timber in certain situations; On clover 
fallow for wheat; Ply in turnips; Quercitron bark; The 
green crop system; Mangel Wurtzel; The leaves of man- 

fel wurtzel should not be pulled; Squirrels, the Duke of 
t 
leaufort’s foresters; On the principle and practices of shoe- 

ing horses; On the nature and application of manures; 
Steam-plough; Electro-magnetic machine; Large sugar- 
beet; The morals of agriculture; On the systems of crop- 
ping kitchen gardens, and an attempt to reduce them to 
fixed principles; Cuba tobacco in Maryland; The native 
American silkworm—New accommodation for silkworms 
in spinning cocoons; Corn-suckers; Experiments of differ- 
ent manures on turnips; Winter wheat; The great marine 
spring discovered off the coast of Florida; The grain 
worm; Management of clay farms; Summer-fallow—Ef- 
fects of frequent ploughing; Plumbago, or black lead inN. 
Carolina and Virginia. 

From the Mother’s Magazine. 
TRIALS OP STEP-MOTHERS. 

Dear Mrs. W., 
I have been a constant reader of your valuable 

magazine from its commencement, and have pe- 

rused its pages with pleasure and profit. Allow 
me o say, there is one class of mothers who would rejoice now and then to have a word of 
instruction, advice, and comfort, that seldom 
receive any in the numerous publications of the 
day; 1 mean, step-mothers. 
As far as my observation extends, there seems to be a preva. ing impression, that step-mothers do not generally possess and exercise the same 

feelings of love and good-will (I mean in kind) for another’s children that she does for her own. 
If I am mistaken, from whence arise those un- 
ktnd criticisms about her management and con- 
duct.—from whence the ungenerous and unjust 
remark, -‘If they were her own children, then 
she would not do thus and so?” 1 knew a step- mother that had the fear of God before her eyes and I verily believe wished to do her whole duty’ and treat the children as if they were her.owa, that was obliged, on one occasion, to resort to 
correction in order to enforce obedience, and that 
child, when it became pleasant, said, of its own 
accord, “I was told mot to mind you.” 
How rnUch unhappiness has been caused to 

families—how much ruin to souls, by the cruel 
advice often palmed upon both old and youn" 
children, not to say “mother,” or “treat a mother” 
in-law as a mother.” These few remaks have 
been made, in the hope that they will elicit, now 
and then, a word of advice, from some of your able correspondents,.that will tend to remove 
such ill-founded and narrow prejudices, and there- 
by increase the comfort, peace, and harmony, of 
parents and children. What mother knows how 
soon she will be called to give up her last ao- 
count, and, in the providence of God, her own 
children may be entrusted to the guardianship of 
a mother-in-law. How much easier to prevent the thorns and briars of discontent and jealousy from springing up in the pathway of infancy and 
childhood, than to weed them up when they have taken deed root in the human heart, watered and 
nourished by the mistaken kindriess of injudicious 
uncles or aunts, or the thoughtless and unkind 
remarks of officious and unblushing neighbours 
—and that, too, made in the presence of children. 
Who does not know that the situation of a 

mother-in-law is replete with care and responsi- 
bility, without the superadded trial of foreign 
influence or interference. 

It is, after all, in the power of a husband and 
a father, in a measure, to avert some of the evils, 
if not wholly to prevent such outrages done to 
his family. 11 he has self-respect, and will com- 
mand his children and his household after him, 
as did faithful Abraham, it is believed that he can, 
more than any other human being, solace his wife 
under such oppressive wrongs, and prevent their 
future recurrence. 15, 

ANSWERING LETTERS. 

Cumberland having mentioned addressing a 
letter of congratulations to Lord Chancellor Ers- 
kine, upon his advancement, which he did not 
deign to notice by answering, goes|on to say: “I 
have known a man as nobly born, as highly en- 
dowed, and as fully occupied, as the illustrious 
personage I allude to, who never suffered a letter "• 

to be thrown by unacknowledged. If I were * 

called upon to name that grace which is most en- 
dearing, thht maxim which is most worldly wise 
for men in elevated stations, it would be punctu- 
ality in appointments and answers to letters. It 
sweetens favors, and it softens refusals; it is the 
most sovereign charm against envy, malice, and 
those numerous discontents that iudispgse the 
minds of men against the great and fortunate. I 
think I may venture to say, upon my long expe- 
rience, that I have never known the person who 
left a great man’s presence in an angry and .re- 
vengeful humor when he had been patiently heard 
and politely treated, although his suit had mis- 
carried.” 

Two kinds of men labor in vain; they who get 
riches an*do not enjoy them, and they who get 
knowledge and do net apply it to the conduct of life. 

RICHMOND MARKETS.--September 2, 1837. 
Wheat is in demand at $1 50 a $1 55. 
Flour—Country superfine, #7 75 a $8. 
Tobacco—Inspections large, the past week, no decline 

ill prices, but the market more animated for tile better qua- 
lities; common Lugs, good weights, $2 a 2 50 and 2 75; 
other qualities, $3 a 8 25; very fine manufacturing Tobac- 
co (of which there is a small portion receiving') sells from 
8 50 to 13 50, as in quality. 

W1NFREE, WILLIAMSON & CO, 

PETERSBURG MARKET_Sept. 2, 183 7. 
Wheat, ft! 45 a 1 50, in demand. 
Flour—Superfine, $7 50 a $8. Family, $8 50 a 9 00. 
Cotton—Rather more business has been done, without 

variaton in prices; we quote $8 to 10 50. «. 

Tobacco—Lugs, $2 25 a $3; Leaf, #3 50 a $7. 
Corn—$3 60 a 3 75, and supplies good. 

DUNN, MclLVAINE & BROWNLEY. 

COLONIZATION SOCIETY OF VIRGINIA. 
Receipts since July 19<A, 1837. 

Mrs. Catharine Egar, for her subscription at Tri- 
nity Church, 

John Blackwell, do. 
Miss Mary Bowles, do. 
Christ Church, Richmond, collection, per J. Snell, 
John Tate, collection at Hebron church, Augusta 

co., 
Hancock Lee, for his subscription in Manchester, 
James Scott, do. 
Grubhill church, Amelia co., collection by Rev. P. 

F. Berkeley, 
Bethel church, Augusta co., collection by Rev. A. 
B McCorkle, 

Presbyterian church on Shockoe Hill, collection, 
perM. Gretter, 

Sharon church, Sussex co., collection by Rev. John 
Kerr of the Metho. Epis. church, 

Rev. James Wharey, collected in Bird & Provi- 
dence church, Goochland co. 

MissvLucy Payne, for her subscription to African 
Repository, 

Prot. Epis. church, St. Ann’s parish, Essex co., 
collected by Rev. John P. McGuire, 

Prot. Epis. church, South Farnham parish, Essex 
co., collected by do. 

$1 00 
1 oo 
3 00 
20 00 

30 33 
5 00 
2 00 

15 00 

10 00 

17 00 

10 00 

9' 37 

2 00 

01 31 

35 69 

$225 70 
B. Brand, Treasurer. August 29, 1837.' 

PAYMENTS 
TO THE 

WATCHMAN OF THE SOUTH, 
Made during the week ending September 2d, 1837, in full 

to No. 52, viz: 
Richmond—Benjamin Brand, Edmund B. Crenshaw, 

Samuel Winfree, Geo. Watt, Laney Jones, Samuel Suther- 
land, John Nesbit, Sami. Freeman, Philip M. Tabb. Theo. 
Robertson, William Royall, Miss Elizabeth Claiborne 
Miss Charlotte Forbes. 
Manchester—Win. F. Taylor, Samuel Taylor, Mrs. 

Eliza W. Harris, Mrs. Polly Hix. 
Petersburg—Mrs. Sarah C. Atkinson, Rev. W. M. At- 

kinson. 

Millwood, Clarke co. Va.—Susan R. Bunvell. 
Old Church, Hanover co.—Richard G. Smith, Chas. L. 

C. Page. 
Princess Ann, Md.—Rev. Ferdinand Jacobs. 
New York City—Rev. George Potts. 
Jefferson, Pmchatan co.—Mary V. Bradley. 
Whittle's Mills, Va.—Mrs. Ann Patterson. 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri— Capt. Wm. Fulton. 
Philadelphia City—Doct. Alexander W. Mitchell, Wm. 

H. White, Matthew L. Bevan, Frederick V. Krug, Solo- 
mon Allen, Rev. Francis Maefarland, Doct. Wm. Harris 
John Fail-bairn, Jas. A. Peabody, Rev. C. C. Cuyler, D.D.’ 
Robert Wallace, William Wallace, Rev. Henry A. Board- 
man, Alexander Symington, Francis N. Buck, John Wil- 
son, J. B. Mitchell, Rev. W. A. McDowell, D. D., Mat- 
thew Newkirk. 

Tuscumbia, Alabama—James Elliott. 
Gainesville, Alabama—William A. Moseley. 
Liberty, Va.—Rev. J. D. Mitchell, by his brother. 
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